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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. 4.

TRUE.
"Thy Word z'8 true from the begz'nnz'ng."-PsALM cxix. 160.
AWAKENED souls need Divine assurances to pacify their fears.
Human arguments avail them nothing. Forms and ordinances
fail to bring peace and consolation. The soul-cry of a Spirit.
born child is"Thou must save, and Thou alone."

Or, as He Himself has said, "Beside Me there is no Saviour."
Nor are fears dismissed unless the 'W ord of the LORD be spoken
divinely home to the heart and conscience, and sealed there by
the efficacious grace of GOD the HOLY GHOST. It is one of the
most remarkable traits of the new birth that, in connection with
it, a love of the Word always springs up in the soul. The Bible
becomes a new book. Its sacred messages to the heart grow in
reality and acceptability. They are the joy and delight of the new
man. The hidden manna is daily food, the swoetness of which
becomes more and more delectable in proportion as the believer in
CHRIST digests it and assimilates it. The spiritual palate acquires
an acuteness of perception in virtue of which the man of GOD
discriminates between things earthly and things heavenly, between
the wisdom of the creature and the wisdom of GOD, between the
teachings of vain man and the sure Word of the LORD. " Doth
not the ear" of Spirit-guided judgment "try words? and the
mouth taste his meat?" (Job xii. 11). There is begotten in the
new man, the new creature in CHRIST, a holy instinct, and that,
instructed by the Word of truth, "proves " all things, and "holds
fast" that only which is good.
Beloved in the Lord, let us gratefully recognize in this, wondrous
provision of Divine grace one of our most pr~cious possessions. As
the Apostle exhorts us, so let us take heed-" Let that therefore abide
in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which
K
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ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ve also
shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. . . . . B:ut the
anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye
need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even
as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him" (1 John ii. 24-27).
As has been said already, the Spirit-taught soul requires certainty
-Divine certainty to build upon, for time and eternity. Now,
that desire after certainty has been implanted within by the GOD
of Salvation. He Himself glories in certainty. He will not rest
in anything contingent, conditional, or probationary. The first
Oreation was a contingent work. GOD indeed "rested from" all
His work which He had made, but He did not rest in it. Morally
speaking, He could not, because it was fallible, and, in the result,
it fell. GOD cannot rest in anything that is identified with possible
failure. The dispensation of the Law, again, was conditional in
its nature. It depended for. its success on human obedience.
GOD could not rest in such an order of things as that. It was·
impossible. Yet, both the Law and the first Creation served
their end. They certified the solemn fact that man left to himself-man apart from grace-is a self-destroyer. ., 0 Israel,
thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thy help." A better
hope was therefore brought in by free and sovereign grace. That
which the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
was accomplished by ONE who, being both GOD and Man,
could lay His hand on both, and fully meet the requirements of'
each. His meritorious sacrifice atoned for the guilt of His selfdestroyed people, while His meritorious obedience under the
Law satisfied the requirementR of' GOD'S righteousness and honour,
This glorious achievement, with its eternal consequences in
blessing to redeemed sinners, the Gospel Word authoritatively
records. To that Word, therefore, the faith of all quickened
sinners is ever' directed by the witnessing SPIRIT. It is the
certainty of' GOD'S own record that constitutes the foundation· of
intelligent peace and confidence in the hearts of the LORD'S
people. "Thy Word is true from the beginning." Hearken :"This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and
this life is in His Son" (1 John v. 11 ). GOD will have His
people know "the certainty" of the salvation which His beloved
SON has effected at an infinite cost. Salvation, let us remember,
is a very ancient thought and purpose in the mind of the
Triune JEHOYAH. The soheme of our salvation, beloved in
OHRIST, is the masterpiece of the consummate wisdom, power, and
love of the FATHER, the" SON, and the HOLY GHOST. Hence, all
contingencies have been amply provided for. No possibility,
however remote, has been overlooked, whether that possibility
pertain to the sinner who is brought to confess his guilt with
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godly sorrow at the mercy-seat, or to any conceivable circumstances associated with his state before or after his conviction by
the SPIRIT and the Word. An.d where, if not in the written
Word, should the favoured sinner expect to find sure foothold
for his exercised soul? For, that Word is the repository of the
deep thought~ of GOD. toward His chosen in CHRIST. His
faithfulness to that Word is an inalienable, imperishable, and
irrevocable guarantee for faith to venture upon fully.
The Bow
in the cloud-" the sure witness in heaven "-has since the
days of the flood continued uninterruptedly and faithfully to
assure the children of men that the Creator and Governor of the
world has not forgotten His providential Covenant. Can He,
then, be unmindful of that" better Covenant" whose Surety, or
Guarantor, is JESUS, His co-equal Son? If the Bow in the
cloud of the firmament be a token to Him of His temporal
promise, how much more must JESUS, who sits at His right
hand in the heaven of heavens, keep Him in perpetual
remembrance of those "better promises" which affect the eternal
salvation and happiness of His own sons and· daughters?
CHRIST is the Personal Word of the Father. He is the
Personal Expression of His mind and purpose. Thus, the
Father has abidingly before Him the counsels of His .heart.
H Thy WORD"-that is, primarily, JEsus-is true from the beginning. For," in the beginning was the WORD, and the WORD was
with God, and the WORn was GOD" (John i. I). Yes;" true," most
He was the
true, from eternity, has been the WORD of God.
"tried Stone" (Isaiah xxviii. 16) before the foundation of our
world was laid. He was "set up from everlasting" to be our
salvation "unto the uttermost." And then, in due time, He
came forth the uttered Word' of the Father. "The only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him " [or, told Him forth]. "GOD hath in these last
days spoken to us in His Son" (Heb. i. 2). And, beloved
brethren, we have His precious Gospel words in the Holy Book.
They are those which testify of Him. They are the transcript
of Himself. Line after line, they set forth His Person, Offices,
and Promises. They are fragrant of His presence. The
spiritual man can readily scent the sweet odour of His kingly
and priestly garments-the myrrh, the aloes, and the cassia.
The sweet, comforting tones of His gracious voice are recognized
by the sheep of His hand in the green pastures of the Word,
and nearest fellowship with Him is instinctively sought by them
in those choice shades where :ae makes His blood-bought flGck
to rest at noon. "Thy. Words were found, and I did eat them;
and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart" (Jer. xv. 16).
, So lofty a place has GOD given to His written Word, that He
}{ 2
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ascribes to it the very name He Himself bears. "Thy Word is
true "-or, is Amen. That is, it is unalterable and eternally the
~ame. And so is He Himself. Thus Isaiah (lxv. 16) prophesies
of .Gospel times: "That· he who blesseth himself in the earth
shall bless himself in the God of truth" [=Amen J; "and he that
sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth" [ =.AmenJ.
And JESUS, the Personal WORD, declares, "I am the truth" (John
xiv. 6), while in Revelation (iii. 14) He explicitly appropriates the
title attributed to the" Word from the beginning," "These things
saith THE AMEN, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of
the creation of ?-od." Who, then, can separate the Personal Word
from the Written Word? And who can attack the integrity,
fidelity, and finality of the Written Word, and escape the guilt of
contending with the INCARNATE WOR])? Oh, brethren beloved, what
"strong consolation" our heavenly Father has provided for our
poor halting faith! What glorious certainty of His love, ~race,
and truth He has furnished for us in His heaven-settled Word.
Well may we take down our harps from the willows and sing
together with adoring hearts and voices"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You-who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?"

The marginal translation of the Hobrew text in Psalm cxix. 160,
is full of suggestiveness-" The beginning of Thy Word is true,"
while one eminent commentator has stated his opinion that the
original will bear to be translated, '" True from the first nw'd."
Ah, yes; the very first word that proceeds from JEHOVAH'S lips
is true, full of truth, only truth. "Every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God" is designed to be spiritual food for
the spiritual man (Matt. iv. 4).
What, then, dear fellowbelievers, shall we say to these things? Shall we not seek
grace to live upon this bread alone? It can never fail us. It
is "sure," and it is "pure" (Isaiah Iv. 3; Psalm xix. 8), Its
Author is faithful. "He cannot deny Himself" (2 Tim. ii. 13).
His written promises are all Yea, and Amen. They are in~nitely
precious to Him, as embodying and involving His honour and
the glory of His sacred Name. "The voice that Bpake the
promises" can, and will, cemmand their due fulfilment.
If, therefore, one dear reader of these lines know what it is
to I' hunger" after GOD, the GOD of Salvation, the GOD and
Fatlier of our LORD JESUS CHRUn::, and anyone promise to be found
in that Word (which is "t'l'ue from the beginning") appear
to suit his case and meet his sore need, then let him plead that
promise at the throne of grace, and put a faithful GOD "in
remembrance" of His Covenant pledge, and in due time it will
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be found that "He keepeth covenant an,d mercy for them that
fear Hini." It should never be forgotten by the dear children
of GOD that their necessitous circumstances are all designed to
produce a hunger after those crumbs of Gospel blessing which,
in their turn, are Divinely adapted to satisfy that hunger But
it is not the purpose of the LORD to put oft' any of His dear ones
with a few crumbs-" He jilletl~ the hungry with good things" ;
"Who satisjieth thy mouth with good things." CHRIST, who is
the fulness of GOD, is the "True Bread" that cometh down from
heaven, and His loving, faithful Word this day is, "Hearken
diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your
THE EDITOR.
soul delight itself in fatness."
LINES CONCERNING THE EDITOR.
[The words, .. Dear fellow-sufferers," occur at the end of the" Family Portion"
for November, 1895.]

LIKE thrilling strains of plaintive, sacred music,
Or like the tones of loved ones passed away,
The sweet pathetic words, "Deal' fellow-sufferers,"
Ring in my memory's hidden cells to-day.
I read the words so touchingly suggestive
Of languor, weariness, and sickening pain,
Last Sabbath morning, when I could not worship
With fellow-Christians in the h3.llowed fane.
And as I read my sympathy was wakened
For him who, under love's divine command,
Had written them-perchance with aching temples,
With lagging heart, and languid, trembling hand.
And all the Sabbath aftel'1loon and evening
. I thought of him whom I may never see,
Until our desert journeyings are over,
Until we meet by Canaan's fountains free.
And tln:ough the week, oft in the hours of daylight,
And when the moon upon the earth has shined;
His suffering, service, and celestial guerdon,
Have wholly occupied my heart and mind.
And now, I fear (alas! I am so selfish)I fear that he ma.y soon be fully blest,
That his tried soul may soon be with the Master,
In yon fair land of everlasting rest.
o Saviour Christ, Thou who wast once a Sufferer,
Who 'neath unequalled agony didst bend,
Who well canst sympathize with those ~hat suffer,
To Thee Thy suffering servant I commend.
Support him by Thy love and gracious Presence,
And if it be Thy will, all-kind and wise,
Give him" a happy issue" from aflliction,
An entrance into joy beneath the skies.

·lsA.
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HEAVENLY DEW.
"I will be as the dew unto Israel." -HOSEA xiv. 5.
HERE is a promise in Jehovah's own handwriting. It is recorded in
Divine faithfulness. It has stood on the inspired page of Holy Writ
for two thousand six hundred year~. Durin~ the whole of that
lengthened period the promised " dew" has continued to fall on
"them that be of faith," who, as the Spirit' has authoritatively
assured us in the Epistle to the Galatians, "are blessed with faithful
Abraham" (Gal. iii. 9). Yes, just as the refreshing, fertilisin~ night
dews have silently distilled their copious supplies in the kingdom of
nature, so "the garden of the Lord "-the redeemed and quickened
Church of God-has never ceased to receive suitable measures of the
Spirit's restoring and fructifying grace. True, the individual souls .of
G<;Id's people have varied in their experience of the celestial gift, yet
from Done of them have the gentle, silent, potent operations of the
Holy Ghost been wholly lacking. If the dew fell not on their fleece, it
fell on the floor-on others-around them, and that encouraged their
~earts to take up the petition of the Bride, ,I Thou that dwellest
in the gardens, the companions hearken to Thy voice: cause me to
hear it" (Sol. Song viii. 13).
The dispensations of the Spirit of
grace are very va.ried. They are ever sovereign. We cannot tell
whence He "cometh," nor whither He "goeth," as everyone
"born of the Spirit" can experimentally testify. The winds of heaven
blow from many, and often opposite points, during the year. At
times they are warm, gentle, soothing. Again, at other times, they
Yet they all come from the same
are cold, wild, tempestuous.
Divine hand. "He holdeth the winds in His fists."
"He causeth
His wind to blow." His wind it is, whether it blow from the north,
the south, the east, or the west. So, too, the Holy Spirit is one,
whether He operate in the experience of the believer's heart in keen
affliction, in painful discipline, in gracious restoration, or in the balmy,
fragrant, fruit-producing influences of His presence and power.
Beloved in Christ, very refreshing and instructive it is to our souls
to dwell upon the diversified motions of JEHOVAH, the indwelling
Spirit, and to recognise the perfection of His leadings and sovereign
ways with us! It is wise and well in us to meditate upon these
things, as saith the Psalmist, "Whoso is wise, and will obs~rve these
things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." Oh,
what study could more fidy become redeemed sinners than to understand their loving Redeemel's kindness! Let us, then, now seek to
trace it under the simple, though pregnant figure of the Dew, which
the God. of salvation has promised His saints to be unto them.
Thus:1. The dew is a potent agent oj life in the vegetable kingdom.
The
Holy Spirit is the sole and sufficient Agent of spiritual life in the
kingdom of grace. He is, first, "the Lord "-Jehovah-and, next, He
is "the Giver of life." Apart from Him we children of Adam are

The Gospel Magazine.

135

utterly dead. As to spiritual experience, without Him we know nothing
of the holiness and justice of God, or of the natural hopelessness of
our state as sinners. Just as at the first creativn the earliest sign
of life was His work-" the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters "-so the originating impulse of spiritual life in the heart
of sinful man must proceed from the same energising Spirit.
Spiritual life, in its spring, and afterwards in all its activities, is
absolutely dependent on the Lord, the Spirit. While the dew, then,
is one of the most mighty natural agents of vegetable life, l'the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" furnishes the secret source of life
eternal, as to its experimental manifestation, in the heart of sinful
man.
2. The dew, in its inception and production, is mysterious. The
Ia.ws which govern the effects of temperature explain the phenomenon
of the distillation of the dew. Science interprets those laws. Revelation alone can solve the mysterious beginning;;; of the Spirit's work in
the hearts of God's redeemed. The operations of Divine grace in man
belong to "the deep things of God." It was under cover of the dew
that, of old, the manna was given unto Israel. When the sun arose,
the dew disappeared, and the manna lay in abundance on the ground.
It was Jehovah's own work. So under cover of the Spirit's wondrous
actings Christ is formed in the heart, and becomes the vital nourishment of the new man. "He that ellteth Me, even he shall live by
Me" (J oh~ vi. 57).
3. What is so abundant as the dew ~ Who can count the dewdrops at sunrise, as they lie in almost infinite number on the outspread
world of vegetation ~ Yet each owes its birth to God, and He
who counts the stars can also tell the dew-drops, and order each to
fulfil its appointed function of mercy on behalf of exhausted nature.
But far more wonderful are the countless ministries of the sovereign
Spirit. His offices of love and grace are carried on without intermis.
sion' in the garden Of the Lord. The spiritual kingdom of Christ
affords an unspeakably more glorious displ:ty of the wisdom and
resources of our heavenly Father than does the world.wide domain of
material creation. His care of His saint.s extends to the minutest
details. There is not a dE'sire, a hope, a sigh-the fl).intest-experienced
by "the leli.st of all saints" that does not engage His attention, pity,
and love. Yes, beloved brother or sister-you who read these lines
-be assured that He who distils the dew-drops for the reviving and
fertilization of the plants which perish, will certainly provide for your
minutest spiritual necessities, and grant you, by the Spirit, a reviving
"also. It matters not how many, how peculiar your soul's requirements may be, He has infinite resources stored up in His Son to·
satisfy them all-and more also.
4. The dew :falls in the night. Our darbst spiritual seasons may well
prove to be God's chosen opportunities wherein to bless us with increase.
J acob, Job, David, and many more of the most eminent of God's dear
people, learnt this practical lesson in olden times, and their experience
has been recorded in the Word for our learning on whom the end of
the world has come. As it was literally night when persecuted Israel
passed through the waters of the Red Sea, and 10, when morning
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appeared, they discovered that the Lord had been working for them all
through the hours of darkness, so the Church of God has again and
again-and individual believers in particular-learnt, that the dews of
His Covenant favour often fall most copiously in the night of tribulation, affliction, distress, depression, and isolation. Oh, why then,dear
brethren, should we fear to enter the cloud ~ To Him ow' darkness
is no darkness. "The day is Thine, the night also is Thine." ., To
Thee the darkness and the light are both alike"-that is, are both
alike brilliant and glorious. He sees, and fore-sees for us. We are the
blind whom He brings by a way that we knew not. ,. He knoweth
the way that we take." What., then ~ Oh, let us humbly, trustingly,
passively cry, "Lead me in a plain path, 0 God."
5. The dew falls silently. And the communications of the Spirit
in the hearts of' quickened sinners are, largely, as "a still, small
voice." No hammer was heard during the erection of Solomon's
Temple. Jesus did not shout in the streets. He loved the quiet
mountain, or the sea-shore, where to preach to needy souls the way
of eternal peace. It is generally when we sit in silence under the
sound of the preached Word, or sit alone in our chamber meditating on
the Scriptures of truth, that we receive the precious communications
of Divine love and light, hold sweetest fellowship with the Father
and the Son, and anticipate with fullest joy the promised portion on
high.
Thus, then, "the dew" of heaven is granted to the thirsty Israel
of God. The Lord is not only the Renewer and Reviver of His
people's life, but He is the dew that renews and revives. "1 will
be as the dew unto Israel."
J. O.
THERE is no greater mistake than for anyone to think that the
Christian's love to, and embracing of the GOdpel, is merely because
it is a scheme of principles calculated for their security. It is true,
real believers are extremely thankful for that rich provision for
their salvation which is declared therein, as they ever ought to be,
yet that is far, very far, from being the only reason why they approve
of the Evangelical scheme; it recommends itself to their greatest
esteem, because of that glory which arises from it to each Divine
Person and to all the Divine perfections.
'i'HE CLOUDS GOD'S CHARIOTS.-My God, there go the chariots in
wnich Thou ridest forth to inspect Thy fields and gardens, Thy
meadows, forests, and plains. Beggars are wont to run behind the
• chariots of the wealthy, and cry aloud for alms. To Thee, 0 God,
we are all beggars, and where Thou ridest forth on Thy chariot of the
clouds, we cry after Thee, "Give us this day our daily bread." They
are Thy storehouse richly filled with wine, beer, oil, butter, corn'
and Thou openest it in Thy goodness, and satisfiest the desire ot'
everything that lives. They are great curtains which, at Thy good
pleasure, Thou drawest as a covering over the plants, that they may
not be withered and destroyed by the continuance of the heat.C. Scriver, 1650.
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MELCHISEDEC.
(HEBREWS

vii. 17.)

BLESSED things are spoken of Melchisedec. The Lord Jesus Christ is
set forth in this Epistle to the Hebrews under "the order of priesthood. Melchisedec was a mysterious person (Heb. vii. 1), like the Lord
Christ in His twofold nature of God and Man, whom no natural man
<lan rightly comprehend until the Spirit opens the eyes to see and know.
Melchisedec was "priest of the most ,high God" (Gen. xiv. 18),
referring to his anointment and appointment by God. Melchisedec
was called King of Righteousness, which is the true interpretation of
the name. He was king, and this leads us to speak of the kingship
and priesthood of Jesus, united in this type. It was said, " A King
shall reign in righteousness" ; and again, " The sceptre of Thy kingdom
is a sceptre of righteousness"; and Jehovah addresses His Christ
by the term, "0 God" (Heb. i. 4). For God will have all to "honour
the Son, even as they honour the Father." So the Lord never denied
the charges of the enemy, who asserted He called Himself God. No;
for He was God; and, with reverence I say it, Jesus would have been
an awful impostor if He was not God, and this language is pleasing
to God Himself. Jesus, as King of Righteousness, comes to put away
sin, as the pure, holy, immaculate God.Man. There is but one thing
.Jehovah cannot do-He cannot sin; and yet, as Man, He bore our
sins, and was able to bear them because in Him was no sin. But,
blessed be His dear name, there is another thing He cannot do-He
cannot prove unfaithful to His people. Vile as they are, weak,
worthless,' helpless, sinful, yet He cannot change. He must love them
to the end, because He is the faithful God.
Therefore He cannot
He; He cannot go back of His word; He cannot say and unsay;
He cannot forsake His people; He cannot cast them off, because He
entered into an everlasting Covenant with Christ on their behalf;
therefore He means to bring them all safe to glory. And it is God's
honour that He cannot lie, though there is not a saint upon earth
but has reason to watch against a spirit of lying, natural to us all.
My friends, what a blessed thing to be brought to rely upon the
word and promise of God! As sure as you are alive, not one thing
shall fail of all God has spoken to you, for He is a righteous King.'
Now, whatever people may think and adversaries may say, He is
still King of Righteousness in electing some and passing by others,
in choosing some and refusing others-all in righteousness, and we
shall see it one day. The Church is called by this name (Jeremiah
xxiii. 6), because it is after the manner of right that the wife
should bear the name of her husband, so "this is the name whereby
she shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness"; and as there is
a commuuity of the name, so is the advantage derived from this union.
You, poor believer, are made the righteousness of God in Him.
Your sin made His, and His righteousness made yours.. Which of
you are in Him ~ Oh, it all hangs upon that. What a solemn
thought! This brings the thing home-either in or out of Him.
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"But how am I to know this 1" say some. By believing in Him,
by Divine teaching. This is inwrought in the soul, and with it comes
a sense of our lost, ruined, undone state by nature; then will such
a sop1 prize a revelation that teaches it to say, "He hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation." And how was this effected 1
Jesus was made sin that you might be made righteous. Two things
God's children discover sooner or later-that they stand in need of
a better righteousness than they ever have or can do; and they
require a better holiness than they have got. Now, these two they
have in Jesus.
Says the poor soul, "I want more spirituality than I have; my best
things are all as unclean things. I am defiled and undone by reason
of my sin; I can take no pleasure in my own holiness. I am carnal,
earthly, sensual, devilish." But if the Lord has taught you this, you
have it all in Jesus-all you want, all that can please God, all that
makes you accepted in Jesus; and God views you as in Him, and so
all His righteousness counted as yours.
But He is also King of Salem, which is King of Peace. ", He is
called King of Peace." Said the Apostle, "The God of peace shall
bruise Satan under your feet shortly." This is a sweet word for
some of you who need it. Ah! you are longing for that word to be
fo.lfilled-" shortly." You want the enemy that you feel without and
within to be bruised under your feet. Oh, this is the work of the
God of Peace, and He will do it for you. He says: "Lo, I come."
Yes, again and again He comes as your Deliverer, your Counsellor,
your Peace-maker, your Comforter, your Defender. And don't you
need Him 1 With all your troubles, crosses, perplexities, difficulties,
distresses, surely you need fresh victory, fresh peace, fresh pardon,
fresh power. Well, you shall have it. Satan shall be bruised under
your feet shortly, and soon finally, when he shall molest ~70ur peace
no more, for He has prepared peace for His conflicting people, who
are wrestling against the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Yes, this glorious Man is our Peace, because sins are taken away,
nailed to His cross. Are your sins taken away 7 Have they beeu
nailed ther,e 1 If so, you are looking to Jesus; He is your All and
in all, your Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemption.
His blood has been sprinkled upon your heart, then is He your King of
Peace, and has spoken peace to you "through the blood of His cross."
The kingship and priesthood were not united under the Levitical
dispensation, for you may remember this was the sin of Uzziah, for
which he waS' struck with leprosy; but it was reserved for Jesus, the
true antitypical Priest, the true Melchisedec, to unite both priest
and king in His own glorious Person, so that He can live now to
act as King and Priest for and in His people, for all power is given
to Him. What a blessed truth to live upon! You have fled to Christ
for refuge, and need His power as a King. How blessed to know Him
as such. He can carry out and effect all the gracious intentions of
His Priesthood. That Jesus who died fills the throne, and lives for
ever to plead for His dear people and bless them. He lives to. do
them good. Do you know this 1 Do you realize it 1 Oh, "happy are
the people who have the Lord for their God."
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'WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO·DAY?"
THE BELIEVER'S OOURSE.

(Acts xxviii.)

( ,'cnclnded fro,," pa,ge 7(3,)

"AND from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to
meet us as far as Appii Forum, and The three taverns: whom
when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage."
There is
no love so strong as that which 'binds the mystic members of
the body of Ohrist together. So when the news reached Rome
that Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Ohrist, was being brought thither,
these Ohristians (they are mentioned by name in his epistle to them,
Rom. xv.) were not deterred by the distance, and such of them as
were able took the twenty-eight miles' journey to Appii Forum, which
was probably a court of justice, public hall, or market, named after the
constructor of the Appian Way; while others went the shorter distance
of fifteen miles to The three taverns, a place of entertainment for
travellers, their one object being to see his face in the flesh, "that
their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Ohrist,"
(001. ii. 2).
The mention of both these places proves the tender care of our God for
His people, who knoweth their needs in the journey of ljfe, and does
not overlook any stage of it. ,. He careth for you," then why need we
be careful ~ He will ever be mindful of lIS: ,. He will bless us" (Psalm
cxv. 12). Oh to learn this lesson well, and be mindful of His
wonders! but, alas! we are slow learners, and often have" the turned
lesson." The Apostle, who viewed the hand of the Lord in all this
kindness of the brethren coming so far to meet a prisoner, not
despising him for his bonds, " thanked God, and took courage." It
was a cordial by the way more potent in its stimulating effect than
anything The three taverns could afford, because derived from a greater
Three. The love of the Father, the spring of all love; the love of
the Lord Jesus, the manifestation of supreme love, and Head of all
loving influence in His, members; and the Eternal Spirit of love, the
revelation of it in unctuous flowings, Divine and human. "And life
itself is one long miracle of love," for those who are enclosed and
bound by this threefold cord.
"And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners
to the captain of the guard." Paul had said at Ephesus, "And now,
behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that shall befall me there (Acts xx. 2'1). Now, he is literally
bound, yet he goes to Rome with courage, for was he not to bear witness
for his Lord and Master there, even before Oresar ~ And here the
tender·hearted centurion delivers up his prisoners to the captain of
the guard. Surely he could not help narrating the wonderful events
of the voyage, and the remarkable part his prisoner, Paul, had in its
details; for that he had found a place in his heart is manifest" and
doubtless this obtained for the Apostle the favour recorded: "~ut Paul
was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him";
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linked by iron chains to the Roman soldier wc;mld probably be another
,link for eternity, for he says, "The Word of God. is not bound''' (2 Tim.
ii. 9), as well as furnishing him with an illustration of the new nature
in the believer, chained to and hampered by a dead body (Rom. vii. 24).
It was a favour to dwell by himself in quietness and confidence, though
with a soldier that kept him. "And it came to pass that after three
days," a season of repose after his journey; no doubt of heavenly communion with Him who had said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee," so that we may boldly say. "The Lord is my Helper. and I will
not fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb. xiii. 6). "Lo, I am with
you alway," whose sustainings and love-manifestations would make them
"as the days of heaven upon the earth." "After three days Paul called the
chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together he said
unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against
the people, or customs of our fathera, yet was I delivered prisoner from
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. Who, when they had
examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of
death in me. But when the Jews spake against it, I was comtrained
to appeal unto Cresar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of.
For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak
with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this
chain." It was needful that the Apostle should clear himself before
his Jewish brethren that he was not suffering "as an evil.doer," and
bear testimony to them of his faith in Christ, the Messiah. the hope of
Israel. "And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of
Judrea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came showed
or spake any harm of thee. But we desire to hear of thee what thou
thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that everywhere it is
spoken against. And when they had appointed him a day, there came
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the
kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the
law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening."
What a day's preaching of the King and His kingdom! Fresh in
their memories as the incidents in the life and death of Jesus must
have been, how vivid would the types of the Levitical sacrifices become
as Paul pointed to the great Antitype! With what thrilling interest
must they have listened to his rehearsing through the Scriptures the
long chain of prophecy, fulfilled to the letter, and specially such as
Psalm xxii., and Isaiah HiL, and all through the Old Testament, that
"the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." Here the Apostle
followed the plan of his Master (Luke xxiv. 27), and what an unfolding
of the truth for the soldier, to whom Paul was chained, to listen to!
Should not every believer during his course on earth aim at tollowing
the same blessed example ~ Alas! for the many days of our pilgrimage
when we bear no such testimony. "Have we not a word for J esus ~"
may well be asked.
"Does He heal' you telling others l:lomething of His love untold,
Overflowings of thanksgiving, for His mercies manifold?"
"And some believed the things that were spoken, and some believed
not." "As it was in the beginning, is now"-the same result whenever
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the Word is preached.
Some believe, for God has said of His servants, "They shall not labour in vain" (Isaiah Ixv. 23). "My Word
shall not return unto Me void"; and of others it is recorded, "The
W prd preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in
them that heard it" (Heb. iv. 2).
"And when they agreed not among themselves [perverse disputings,
mark of men of corrupt minds, 1 Tim. "i. 5J, they departed, after
that Paul had spoken one word, Well spak~ the Holy Ghost by Esaias
the prophet unto our fathers, saying, Go unto this people, and say,
Hearing, ye shall hear and shall not understand; and seeing ye
shall see, and not perceive: for the heart of this people is waxed gross,
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed,
lest they should see with their eyE'S, and hear with their ears, and
should be converted, and I should heal them." We must bear in
mind that this prophecy of Isaiah is primarily addressed to the
Jewish people, and is God's denunciat,ion of wrath for their obstinate
rejection of Messiah, the Prince. This is the cause why "blindness
in part hath happened unto Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles
. be come in" (Rom. xi. 25). It is a solemn warning, "lest !!ony of
you be hardemd through the deceitfulness of sin" (Heb. iii. 13).
The heart is waxed gross (naturally, fatty degeneratiQn of the heart
comes from indulgence of the flesh and its appetites). "Jeshurun
waxed fat, and kicked: . . . . thou art covered with fatness; then he
forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his
salvation" (Deut. xxxii. Hi). Ears quick to enjoy the sounds of
earth, but dull to the joyful Gospel news! What can a man see
who closes his eyes 1 Not God's Word setting forth the King in His.
beauty! Just so Israel's blindness began with refusing to listen to
God's messengers. See that wonderful word in 2 Chronicles xxxvi. 15"
"And the Lord God of their fathers sent unto them by His messengers, rising up betimes and sending; because He had compassion
on His people, and on His dwelling-place." What an echo it is of,
"What could have been done more to My vineyard that I have not
done in it 1" (Isaiah v. 4.) What long-suffering patience before He
would give them over to judicial blindness! "But they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised His Word, and misused His prophets,.
until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was
no remedy." The Ohrist of God despised, rejected, crucified-there
was no other remedy. "How shall we escape if we neglect so great
salvation 1" is asked of the Hebrews, and of us (Heb. ii. 3). The
commission of the Apostles was to preach "the Gospel to every
creature." Christ sent them, "That repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem" (Luke xxiv. 47).
"We declare unto you glad tidings ".
(Acts xiii. 32
There are two parallel lines running through the
Scriptures, both of which we must receive if we would have "tbe·
whole counsel of God," yet no mathematician can make parallel line~
meet together without bending one or the other.
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"Yet every dal'k, .mysterious line
Meets in the centre of His love."
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1£ our minds would comprehend infinity they must be infinite. On
the one hand we have Divine foreknowledge, predestination, calling,
justification, glorification (Rom. viii. 29, 30); and side by side the
perfect justice of His dealings with every creature, so that he can be
challenged thus, "Despisest thou the riches of Bis goodness and forbearance and long-suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance i But after thy hardness and impenitent
heart treaSU1'est up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and
':revelation of the 1'ighteous judgment of God," &c. (Rom. ii. 4, 5). We
,are quite sure" He shall judge the world in righteousness." "Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do right 1" No sinner will ever be able
to charge God as the Author of the hardness of his heart, but will
have to acknowledge, While I boasted of my free-will and power to
turn to God, I deliberately rejected His salvation, Isaiah prophetically uses God's imperative, "Make the heart of this people fat," &c.;
comparing the quotations of it by our Lord (Matt, xiii. 14, 15), and
His Apostle (Acts xxviii. 27), the fact of Israel's conduct is stated,
" They have closed their eyes," &c. It was then the day of salvation,
not "·the day of vengeance of our God tJ (see Luke iv. 19, 20 j
Isaiah lxi 2). Yet even in the national rejection of His Christ, God
reserves to His sovereignty the right to show mercy on whom He
will show mercy, in the •• remnant according to the election of gralle,"
SI and whom He will He hardeneth" (Rom. ii. 5, 7 j
Rom. ix. 18).
Did Moses say to the people of Israel, "The Lord hath not given
you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear unto this
da,y" (Deut, xxix. 4), that they might charge their unbelief and hardness of heart upon God 1 Assuredly not; but that believing his
testimony, which he had not learnt from the book of God's decrees,
but from what was manifestly written in theil' lives, in order that they
might cry to God for this new and circumcised heart which He would
bestow (EZilk. xxxvi. 37).
Did the Lord Jesus say, "No man can come to Me except the
Father which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44) to repel the sinner
with God's sovereignty 1 Surely not; but that believing what He
said should lead him to cry, "Draw me" (Song i. 4), for I find in
truth I have neither will nor power to come of myself. Oh the sublimity of J ehovah's attributes, all divinely balanced ! We would adore
His wisdom and sovereignty, worshipping at His footstool, for the
place of His feet. is glorious, and unctuous too. We admire His
holiness, while we stand in awe of His judgments; extol His righteousness and truth, exalt His mercy and goodness, and magnify the riches
of His grace, delighting in His loving-kindness, for essentially God
is love.
.
"Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent
unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it." Paul and Barnabas
had borne the same testimony at Antioch, in Pisidia, first declaring
the glad tidings, "Be it known unto you, men and brethren, that
through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and
by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye
could not be justified by the law' of Moses."; theb he bade them
beware of Habakkuk's prophecy, and reminded them, "It was necessary
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that the Word of God should first ha.ve been spoken to you; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves un worthy of everlastin~
life, 10, we turn to the Gentiles, for so hath the Lord commanded us"
(Acts xiii. 38-47). "And when he had said these words, the Jews
departed, and had great reasoning llrmong themselves." Who can tell
but the quotatiou of these solemn words might be made like the
pillar of cloud and fire, though darkness to some, to give guidance
and light to others, and so become to them a savour of life unto life,
though apparently only of death unto death ~
We need not be afraid to quote God's Word, assured that He will
work, and who shall hinder Him ~ The Divine Spirit directs the arrow
to the mark, Let us not fail to emphasize the clause, "Well spake
the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet," confirmed in the mouth of our
T,ord (Mark xii. 36), that the Holy Ghost was the Speaker, though
by human lips. " Holy men of old spake, as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost " (2 Peter i. 21). It is a study worth tracing out, how
every portion of the canon of Scripture is cOl1firmed as the Inspiration
of the Divine Spirit, and therefore 'lWt a sentence, from cover to cover,
to be passed over, or dealt lightly with, as without its imp~rtant lesson for
us; and that "we have such an High Priest who is passed into the
heavens," who possesses pre-eminently the Urim and Thummim, that
we ,may draw near with holy boldness, though mingled with deepest
reverence, and consult Him about every mysterious portion, assured that
He will not withhold "the manifestation of the truth"; and the Septuagint uses the very words Urim and Thummim there (2 Cor. iv. 2).
"Every word of God is pure" and precious. So we believe in verbal
inspiration.
"And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and
received all that came in unto him." Oh, the mystery of God's providential arrangements ! We see that, in no other way but as a State
prisoner, awaiting the hearing of the Emperor, could he have had s'lch
safe keeping in Rome, from enemies, Jew and GentilA, and freedom of
speech, 'dwelling in his own hired house (with means to pay the rent),
and a body-guard night and day, lest any foe should come nigh to
hurt him! Every day a reception, like that of a king holding his
court! So he could write to the Philippians, by Epaphroditus, "But I
would that ye should understand, brethren, that the things which
happened unto me even the shipwreck] have fallen out rather to the
furtherance of the (jospel, so that my bonds in Christ are manifest in
all the palace and in all other places" (Phi!. i. 12, 13). The Gospel
carried into the palace, and Cffisar's household embracing it! Blessed
bonds, that made so many free! And then the blessing radiates: " And
many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are
much more bold to speak the Word without fear" (verse 14). Oh that
we all had opened eyes to see how every link in the chain of our lives,
if we are in Christ, is forged with wisdom, security, grace! And as
FRANCES RlDLEY HAVERGAL observed, " We may be sure our Master
will make the very best of us when He uses us as instruments of His
work."
No solitary confinement was Paul's, nor hours of ennui, for they
were spent "preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things
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which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him." "The kingdom of God cometh not with observation, for,
behold, ·the kingdom of God is within you."
'c The kingdom of God
is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
GhoEt." Like the Psalmist, his heart was bubbling up, boiling over
with the things touching the King! his tongue as the pen of a ready
writer (the Holy Ghost), "those things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ," concern the salvation of souls. What a glorious theme for
two years' teaching and preaching! He needed not to deliver scientific
discourses, full of eloquence and sentiment, nor descend to the devices
of modern days to attract and amuse his hearers; "he preached
unto them Jesus," assured of the attracting power of that central
object in the Scriptures, who declares, "And T, if I be lifted up, will
draw all men unto Me." Thus manv were established in the faith.
" No man forbidding him," as they so~n would have done had he been
at large.
Thus, too, many a believer, in his course through life, is permitted to
have the same sweet and soul-attracting theme in his own house, or a
hired one, by lip, life, and love testifying of the King and His kingdom,
that Jesus crucified is both Lord and Christ, Prophet, Priest, and
King! '.' Let your light so shine."

Leicester.

MARY.

WELL-SPRINGS.
to hide me."-PsALM cxliii. 9.
AGAINST undeserved punishment{, and preservation from death, when a
man had killed another unawares, the Lord commanded Joshua to
appoint six cities of refuge, to be known' and chosen out, whereunto
the slayer might flee, and so be preserved from his pursuer. The
Lord had been just previously commanding the dividing of the land
to the several tribes, and they then were to give up or apportion out
certain parts of it as cities of refuge, or as the Septuagint renders it,
ci#es of flight. Is not· this a precious thought to the child of God 1
Has he not often to betake himself unto his city of flight, as Paul
writes, that we "might have a strong consolation, who have fled for
refuge, to lay hold upon the hope set before us" 1 Here the poor
worn-out, travel-stained man, sometimes falling prostrate with
exhaustion as he gained the ehtrance gatefl, was tenderly cared for,
received, provided for, protected, and retained, until the time when
he should be brought to judgment before the congregation; for refuge
to him was literally what the Word interprets it, a gathering or
receiving. All done for the man who was in no wise able to help
himself! even to a God-commanded vJay, thither prepared and kept.
"Thou shalt prepare thee a way" (Deut. xix. 3); and on the way
thither posts were erected to guide and keep the man 'in that way,
with the word" Refuge, Refuge" written, upon them. Moreover, this
command was given to the children of Israel "when ye be come
over Jordan into the land of Canaan" (Num. xxxv. 10). Looking
back over their dangers, looking into their present rest and
satisfaction of at last dwelling in the promised land, they too are

"I flee

unto
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to remember all the way the Lord their God has led them, and in
recalling their wondrous flights, marvellous preservations, and from
"deaths oft," to appoint cities of refuge for others! And this
earthly Canaan was type of the heavenly. So also the cities of
refuge were types of Christ, our City of Refuge, our Rock of Safety
and Deliverer. Look at their names as in order placed in Joshua
xx. 7-9. "The Lord also spake unto Joshua, saying, Appoint out
for you cities of refuge, whereof I spake unto you by the hand of
Moses."
Kedesh-that is, holy, sacred. This was a royal city of the
Canaanites and near the southern bounds of Judah's tribes.
" Without holiness, no man may see the Lord." That poor pursued
one, only conscious of his act and consequent extreme peril, could
bring with him in his hasty flight no redress, could offer no atonement of his own. But once within Kedesh, the sacred, holy place
would be his protection. Is not that so with those who have fled for
refuge, and been laid hold of by that Mighty Sacred Holy One 1 Is
not our pleading cry"0 Saviour, I have nought to plead,
In earth beneath or heaven above,
But just my own exceeding need,
And Thy exceeding love."

Shechem-stl'engtb, or shield. A place where historically some of
the most interesting events of patriarchal times took place, and the
same also where Jesus became her only Strength and Shield to that
poor Samaritan woman, when the water that He gave her was a well
of water, springing up unto everlasting life. Christ Jesus is His
people's Strength and Shield, and in Him their mighty Conqueror
they go forth t;o battle, doing all things through Him who strengtheneth
them. "Without Me ye can do nothing."
Hem'on-fellowship, or alliance. Hebron was one of God's ancient
cities. The man who fled there would find others with whom, having
also escaped for their lives, he could hold fellowship. So God's
children, fleeing to their City of Refuge, in recounting the dangers
past, have fellowship one with another, and" with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Ohrist."
Bezer-stronghold. "Bezer upon the plain" may' signify the wilderness of Moab, the same with Bozrah : and how welcome must this goal
have been when across the weary plain, seeing no one, meeting no
one, the pursued traveller enters at last the city of refuge, Bezerhis stronghold! Spiritualized, the child of God thus, after long toil
and weary race, once safe in his Stronghold, smiles at dangers past,
and cries, "Behold, God is my Refuge, I will not fear what man can
do unto me."
Ra'moth-exaItation. A famous city amid the mountains of Gilead,
and from thence could the exhausted, weary one view his dangerous
journey with complacency and satisfaction. Exaltation is a part of
salvation to everyone of the redeemed and elect family of God. It
plucks a' poor lost, undone outcast from a place of extreme danger and
peril yea, even death, and places him in extreme safety. And what
L
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is that but exaltation 1 for where Christ is there must be honour and
glory, and there He wills His servau"ts to be. Beggars from the dunghill to be set among the princes of His people! from death unto
life; from this poor world and its acquaintances (for friends it can
never yield you) to the citizenship of Heaven! Say, is not this
exaltation 1 Lastly,
Gola1lr-joy.
The final step into His immediate and visible
presence, where there is fulness of joy and pleasures evermore. Oh,
sacred, privileged child of God, who shall hear those words of loving
welcome and pardon," Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord'''! If
the pursuer followed that poor man just to the very threshold of
Golan, he conld do no more. Once within, with joy would he lift
up his head; and once within our Ark of Safety, with holy joy and
sacred boldness in Him who has brought His child thither, shall we
not joy in our joy, as He also shall joy and rejoice in His love's
choice 1 Oh, these are so many sweet steps in the journey ! We
get such glimpses ofttimes whilst hetaking ourselves to, and there enjoy
in Him our Ark of Holiness, Strength, FellowRhip, Stronghold, Exaltation, and Joy.
"I flee unto Thee to hide me." Fleeing suggests danger and the
enemy at hand; but Satan, after all, is baffied if he does but drive
the child of God to his Refuge, and thus is outwitted. What a contrast
to the enemies of Christ, who in that solemn day of judgment will
call unto the rocks to bide them (Rev. vi. 16). But" their rock is
not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges." Sin
causes a hiding, as Adam hid even among the trees of the garden.
But sin shall be covered if the hiding is in Christ, the Rock of Ages.
"He shall hide me" (Psalm xxvii. 5); and He hides His childreu in the
"secret of His presence" (Psalm xxxi. 20), where no fear can possibly
come, for where Jesus is present all gloom is dispelled, all fears driven
out, all foes vanquished, and sunshine reigns. "Your life is hid"
(Col. iii. 3). It is precious in His sight, and therefore He permits
no harm to befall, but promises salvation and preservation, and a
hiding from the wrath of God (Zeph. ii. 3). "I flee unto Thee to
hide me"; "Thou art my Hiding Place" (Psalm xxxii. 7). Oh, in
all our joys and sorrows, difficulties, perplexities, trials, yea; in every
vicissitude of this changing life, and as each day of this new year
dawns upon us, may we, beloved, remember our Refuge, and be
ofttimes found hetaking ourselves unto it, with the constant prayer
(as the margin renders it), "Hide me with Thee"; "I flee unto
Thee to hide me."
"For they who in the Lord confide,
That shelter in His wounded side,
Sh::t.ll see the danger overpast,
Ride every storm, and live at last."

R.

TAKE up all duties in point of performance, and lay them down in
point of dependence. Duty can never have too much of our diligence,'
nor too little of our confidence.-Dyer.
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DIVINE FORGIVENESS.
" I will fm'give thei1' iniqnity, and I Will Temember theiT sin no 1rwre."
-JEREMIAH xxxi. 34.
IT is one of the sweetest evidences that the Bible is "not of man,"
that it is emphatically faT man; that it meets his case as a sinner,
as one needing forgiveness, "a transgressor from the womb." When
his eyes are opened to see himself as such, it is then that the Word
appears in its true character as the message of a pardoning God.
But not only is this cheering truth abundantly declared, it is also
more copiously illustrated and exemplified. The cases of David
(2 Sam. xii. 13), of Peter (Luke xxiii~ 61, 62), and of Manasseh
(2 Chron. xxxiii. 1-19), appear adapted to meet every case, even the
worst. See also Luke vii. 36-50; Acts ii. 23-38; iii. 13-19; 1 Cor.
vi. 9-11.
If the promise of pardon is as a "nail fastened,'" it is, in .the second
clause, "I will remember their sin no more," as it were, still more
firmly fixed: as though God willed more abundantly to show to
those who have fled for refuge the immutability of His counsel on
this all-important point.
It is interesting to observe that the above words, indicating what
may, perhaps, be termed the oblivion of sin, are beantifully illustrated
elsewhere; thus, cC As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He
removed our transgressions from us" (Psalm ciii. 12). "In those
days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be
sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of J udah, and they
shall not be found; for I will pardon them whom I reserve" (Jer. 1.
20). "And Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea"
,Micah vii. 19). We know, indeed, that the All-wise, the source of
all knowledge, and the origin of conscience and memory in man, can
absolutely forget nothing; but the above declarations are amply and
clearly illustrated by such passages as, "If the wicked will turn from
all his sins . . . . all his transgressions that he hath committed, they
shall not be mentioned unto him" (Ezekiel xviii. 21, 22); where
the Hebrew agrees with Jeremiah xxxi. 34, and it is relldered
"remember." Lastly, the truth thus set forth is amply exemplified.
Thus Noah erred through wine (Gen. ix. 20, 21), yet God remembered
it not against him, but repeatedly commended him to the consideration of the hearer or reader (Ezek. xiv. 14-20; Heb. xi. 7; 2 Peter
ii. 5).
Again, Abraham's faith gave way, and his uprightness was compromised more t.han once (Gen. xii. and xx), yet no reference thereto
is ever made afterwards. A similar remark applies to Isaac (Gen.
xxvi. 7).
So, again, in Gen. xviii. 12-15, Sarah laughed incredulously; but,
although the incident is faithfully recorded, it is not again referred to,
but Sarah is held forth as a pattern (Heb. xi. 11; 1 Pet. iii. 5, 6 ; Isaiah
li. 2). So also with regard to Aaron, whose fall, recorded in Exodus
xxxii., is as sad as it is surprising, not once again is it remembered
against him, but his name is always honoured, and even commended
(Numbers xx. 22.29; Psalm xcix. 6; Hebrews v. 4). In this view our
L
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Lord's treatment of Peter is peculiarly beautiful, tender, and comforting.
(Luke xxii. 32; Mark xvi. 7; Luke xxiv. 34; John xxi. 15-17.)
In the same gracious manner is David treated. His shameful fall is
related with all faithfulness in 2 Samuel xi., xii., and the melancholy
sequel in chaps. xiii.-xviii. (so that none may presume), yet his name
is ever fragrant throughout the Sacred Records, and his sin is rarely
referred to, and then with the most considerate tenderness (1 Kings
xv. 5.; Psalm li., title); nor is the case of Solomon, whose shameful fall is
fully and faithfully recorded in 1 Kings xi., an exception. True, his
repentance is not recorded, any more than is Aaron's in Exodus xxxii.,
Deut. ix. 20; but then his sin is not kept in view, not even in the
Books of Kings; and in a second account, in Chronicles, while the
painful narrative is wholly omitted, he is kindly and honourably
mentioned, over and over again (2 Chron. xi. 16, 17). "Such as set
their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel . . . . for three years they
walked in the way of David and Solomon." "So there was great joy
in Jerusalem; for since the time of Solomon the son of David there
was not the like in Jerusalem" (chap. xxx. 26). "And prepare yourselves . . . . according to the writing of David king of Israel, and
according to the writing of Solomon his son" (chap. xxxv. 4).
In exactly the same spirit our Lord refers to Solomon on two
occasions; "And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these" (Matt. vi. 29). "The queen of
the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is
here" (Matt. xii. 42). It will be seen that the spirit of the above,
which is not exhaustive, is wholly irreconcilable with the darker
conclusion which Arminian critics are so zealous to draw· from the
silence of 1 Kings xi.
In conclusion, there is no reason to infer that the love of God to
Solomon, "And the Lord loved him" (2 Sam. xii. 24), was otherwise
than that everlasting love (Jer. xxxi. 3; John xiii. 1; Rom. viii. 35,
38, 39) which the Triune Jehovah has to all His people; a conclusion
which, it is hoped, tends to confirm the. faith, and awaken the love of
the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
W. L.

NEARING HOME. .
DEAR Lord, reveal Thy precious Still lead me through this desert
land,
love,
Nor let me from Thee roam;
And calm my troubled breast;
Oh, draw my wandering thoughts But hold me with Thy faithful
hand,
above,
For this is not my rest.
Until I reach my home.
Weary of all beneath the sun,
I turn my eyes to Thee,
And now the dreams of life are gone,
Dear Lord, abide with me.
Scaj·boj·ough.

How glorious will the morning break!
All darkness left behind,
When from the silent tomb I wake.
Eternal life to find.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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JERUSALEM.
.JERUSALEM "is the city of the great King" (Matt. v. 35). Where is
Jerusalem 1 Wherever a tear of longing after God fills the eye, or the
knee bows at the footstool of the throne of grace, wherever the hands
of faith are spread upward, and an honest heart lisps the confession,
"My Lord and my God "-there is Jerusalem.
Jerusalem! thou beloved city, over which waves the blood-stained
banner of the cross, thou art the joy of the earth, and thou alone.
There is in it nothing· fair, nothing noble, nothing venerable but
Jerusalem. Who would dwell in this wilderness if Jerusalem, with its
peaceful tabernacles, did not stand in the midst of it 1 What makes
this life in a strange land endurable-nay, dear and precious 1 It is
.Jerusalem.
Jerusalem! Oh, it is good to be within thy walls, to sit together
as fellow-citizens, according to the dignity of the new birth; to take
the harp and praise the Lord, whose glory is great in the midst of
. us, to review together the blessed work of faith in our souls, and
recount our treasures, of which the world knoweth not; or to place
ourselves at the windows toward the east, and breathe the morning air
of an eternal day, and gaze with rapture on the golden shadows of the
Jand that" is afar off." "0 Jerusalem! if I forget thee, let my right
hand forget her cunning."
Where are the treasures of God opened, and the jewels of heaven
spread forth to view 1 Where burn the torches of eternal light 1 Where
are the well-springs of peace and joy that cannot run dry 1 Where
-does the soul look into the opened book of life 1 Where does the rill
{)f joy trickle from the flinty rocks, and the balm drop down that
heals every wound 1 Where, but in Jerusalem 1 Therefore, blessed are
all they, 0 Jerusalem, that love thee, and pray for thy peace!
But what shall I say of the Jerusalem above, that lies beyond the
'river of death; where the everlasting palm.trees flourish, and the still
waters flow through the green pastures, and the angels sing to their
golden harps, among the trees of Paradise! Thither we are journeyi~g
-we happy pilgrims-from Jerusalem to Jerusalem. While ye that.
love not the Fath.er are journeying to Tophet, to the valley of destruction,
to the blackness of darkness; we are going to full and cheerful day,
and on our staff is inscribed, "The citizenship of heaven" j and if
we sometimes appear to you as those that dream, and you see our
eyes glistening with tears as we gaze into the far blue distance, it is
our longing for home, and all you can say is, "They are weeping
after Jerusalem."
And who has built us this city, and made it so beautiful for us 1
Jerusalem is the city of the great King. Thus He speaks, "Here is
My rest for ever; here will I dwell." He dwells there, and the city
rests peacefully under the wings of His love.-Fr·om" Elijah the l'ishbite,"
hy Dr. Krummacher.
THE meanest capacity, yea, a person of the weakest intellect, is
as susceptible of heavenly grace as the most capacious mind.
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OLD-FASHIONED DIVINITY.-)(,
AN old Puritan minister, being requested by a bereaved husband to
preach a funeral sermon upon his wife, took for a text the words of
,the Apostle, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith." At the close of the discourse the preacher
said, "From what I knew of the departed, I have reason to believe
she was a good Ohristian woman. Her course is now finished, but
while here below she fought a good fight for the truth, she kept the
faith in love, and she mended her husband's stockings. I need add
.
no more in her praise.'"
Truly, this might be a model for all funeral sermons. But the
text and the divisions of the preacher may suggest a few profitable
thoughts as to doctrine, experience, and practice.
To fight the good fight of faith infers life in the soul and a vital
principle communicated. Amidst all the philosophic ravings of the
day about life and its origin, Scripture informs us simply of the fact
that God, in His six t days' work, created the various forms of life
visible in our world, which since that time, according to His own
command, and by His protecting power, have increased and .multiplied ever since. And thus we read in the Word, "And on the
seventh day God ended His work which He had made, and He
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made."
This is God's history of His own creation, repeated by God Himself to Moses on Mount Sinai: "Six days shalt thou labour, and do
all that thou hast to do; for in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day."
And the extent of these days we have thus defined: "The evening
and the morning were the sixth day," in which week "the heavens
and the earth were finished, and all the host of them, and God
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because that in it He had
rested from all Hie work which God' created and made."
Thus God finished up creation, and added no more to His earthly
world, as saith the Holy Ghost by 'the pen of Paul, "And God
did rest the seventh day from all His works." But when man fell,
God performed a spiritually new thing by His creative power-the
implantation of grace in the heart of HIS elect; which in every indi.
vidual instance since the fall is a new creation in the soul, "which
are born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God," each particular case of regeneration being the
exercise of divine and sovereign creation work. "For God, who commanded the light to s4ine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Ohrist." So we read, "If any man be in Ohrisr.,
he is a new creature." And this is the cause of his new creatureship-he is in Ohrist.
"Ohosen in Ohrist before the foundation of
• This artiole may be obtained in booklet form (one penny) from Mr. J. C.
164, Walton Street, Oxford.
.
. t The intelligent reader, who ma.y be exeroised upon points connected with
this subjeot, will find some useful helps in a book by P. H. GOSSE, F.R.S.,
entitled, Omphalos.
PEMBERY,
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the world"; therefore, "begotten again to a lively hope by the
resurrection of Christ from the dead."
The subjects of this new life are God's elect, and none others.
"The election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded." Men
may oppose the doctrine or conceal it, but every regenerated sinner
is a living testimony to t.his foundation truth. Can they say why
they were called, and friends, relatives, and neighbours left in nature's
darkness 1 Can they explain why that word fell upon their ear, while
others heard as though they heard not 1 The happiest spot beneath
the sky for the children of God is when they come to know that they
are the elect. Then there is no more quibbling and quarrelling with
the doctrine of election; they take their stand with the Apostle, who
declared, "But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to
truth." Regeneration is the result of election, and the starting-point
of all spiritual blessings, and the first great epoch in the life-time of
every believer.
A recent number of a periodical, extolling the memory of a noted
dignitary, says, "His religious history is without crisis, shock, or start."
This well describes the divinity of the day. Preachers, in addressing
their congregations, take it· for granted that their audience are all
Christians, and upon this fictitious capital they trade. They appeal to
a power which has no existence in fallen man, and attempt to build
up the wall, like the false prophets of old, "with untempered mortar."
Such teachers have never experienced the new birth. There is no
spiritual life in them. They are dead in sins, and ignorant of all the
Apostle meant when he said, "I have fought a good fight." No sham
fight, but a real fight-a hand-to-hand fight; for' there was life in the
contest. "He endured as seeing Him who is invisible." And this
belongs to every regenerate soul born into God'fl spiritual world-they
"fight a good fight."
The Apostle t.ells us he "fought with beasts at Ephesu8." He fought
with Peter when he attempted to legalize the Gospel. He fought with·
the messenger, S~tan, that was sent to buffet him. He fought with
Alexander the coppersmith, who ,withstood his preaching.. He fought
with the enemies of God and His truth in various cities. He fought
with false brethren who came in privily to bring the infant Church
of Galatia into bondage by fleshly holiness and legal obedience. He
fought with his old Adam nature that warred against the law of his
mind, and brought him into captivity to the law of sin in his
members. And this is the fight of faith that is common to the
Church of God.
But further, the Apostle declared, "I have kept the faith." Now,
something must be given before it can be kept, and this the Apostle
realized when called by grace, and he states his experience of the
matter in this wise: "Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Ohrist Jesus before the world began."
Hence, in due time, the Apostle, when dead in sin, was made to hear
the voice of the Son of. God and live, that said to him, "Rise, and
stand upon thy feet; for I have appeared unto thee for this .purpose,
to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which
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thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto
thee" (Acts. xxvi. 16).
,
This declaration to Paul is an outline of the Lord's dealings with
those called by grace. He reveals Himself according to His own
Covenant decree and eternal choice, and it is for speciaJ results. His
saints are to be His witnesses upon earth, and for· this purpose to
manifest and minister to others, as God shall enable them, of the things
which tbey have seen by divine discovery. They thus "keep the
faith" which they received from God; and thus the Spirit, by the
Apostle, counsels them, ., As ye have received Christ J eaus, so walk
ye in Him."
This is true Christian experience and the only way to heaven: God's
saints receive Christ as poor lost, ruined, empty sinners, and as sucb
they are to "walk in Him;" they receive Him as their only hope
and help; they expect pardon, peace, and salvation from no other
quarter: and thus they "walk in Him." They realize unexpected
deliverances from time to time through His word of promise, and from
His outstretched hand some crumbs of comfort are dropped on purpose,
that feed and sustain the soul, and thus they "walk in Him;" and
when brought to that blessed spot, liberty, assurance, sense of interest
in Divine love, it is their highest privilege when Christ Jesus is thus
received to "walk in Him."
But clouds hide the light divine, and God, in the exercise of His
sovereignty, sometimes withdraws His clear shinings, to teach His
children many valuable lessons; to humble them in the dust; to show
them their sins, and deal with them as He did with His servant Job;
and so prove the truth of the words given him, "When He hath tried
me, I shall come forth as gold"; as also to confess, " Behold, I am vile! "
The Lord has many ways and means whereby He teaches His people
to "keep the faith." He gives them His Spirit, that holy anointing
that "teacheth all things, and is truth, and is no lie, whpreby they
'abide in Him" (1 John ii. 27). The secret source of their keeping
the faith is, they are "kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation," and this faith· being God's gift they receive" the end of
their faith, even the salvation of their souls." They are kept from
error by the Spirit of Truth, and if suffered, through the craft and
subtlety of Satan, to fall into it, they are delivered therefrom by the
power of God. If they fall from the faith of assurance, the holy
anointing that brought liberty and peace into the soul will give the
renewings of the Holy Ghost to shed abroad the light, love, and
gracious influence that were darkened over by the power of Satan.
Cares, pleasures, pride, covetousness,· self-seeking, worldliness, each and
all have their Satanic rule in the heart of God's children at times,
and to keep the faith, to hold on and hold out, to do battle with
sins, and doubts, and fears, under such circumstances, is hard work.
To walk in darkness and have no clear shinings, to feel the power
of the enemy boiling within, to be laid low by some overtaken
temptation, and only hear the voice of the enemy, "Where is now
thy God 1" these are hard lines for faith to grope through; but the
almighty Author of the faith given, without money or price, is the
Finisher also, and He will see to its preservation in the eoul; eo
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that every believer, through rich, sovereign, unmerited, distinguishing
grace, shall keep the faith to the last, until sight needs faith no
longer, and love alone lives for evermore.
The preacher's homely hint as to pr;tctice is not without due
meaning. It comprehends all the humble duties of domestic life as
briefly summed up by the Apostle in his counsel to women: "Let
them first learn to show piety at home." Perhaps there never was a
day when this injunction was more needed than at the present time,
when all denominat,ions and shades of religious opinions vie with each
other in their united efforts to do good out-of-doors. When the heart
is made willing and the conscience kept tender to show piety at home,
it is a mark of vital godliness. The obedience of love has no eye for
limits, and, when love rules in the heart, it sheds a heavenly light
upon the meanest duties. "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto
the Lord," makes a religious service of the smallest action, and becomes
"a spiritual sacrifice, acceptable and well-pleasing unto the Lord."
The restraints of tOllgue and temper, the willing· performance of
little services, the sunshine of a kind word, and all the numberless
and nameless ways which in the privacy of home a believer is taught
to glorify God, we find pointed out in Scripture with much exactitude.
From the minutire of dress up to the most important duties, women
may find directions how "to show piety at home," and manifest
externally the reality and Scriptural character of the internal life,
which teaches the child of God how "to adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour," and to testify by lip and walk that "the darkness is
past, and the true light now shineth." The Lord's flock is not
exempt at times from the foot and mouth disease, and terrible havoc
it makes when it once gets in among them. Each heart knows its
own bitterness when sin is sufferecl to break out, .and nothing short
of the hand of Love that was reddened with "His own blood" can
hide all tmnsgressions from view, or
"Give the guilty conscience peace,
And take away the stain."
Out-of-doors religion has its claims, as influence, and opportunity,
and ability are given, but all are not marked out by God iu
His providential dealings for public work; whereas in home life
every believer occupies a position where the Word speaks, " Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." To do or to suffer, to
bear or forbear, to seek for grace to know the will of the Lord and
do it, to submit to the cross in daily' life, to walk in heart separation
from the world, and personally to testify against. conformity to its,
words and ways, its pleasures and pursuits-these are all home and
heart matters, wherein conscience, enlightened by the Spirit, must guide
each believer. Whatever be their position or circumstances, the promise
of the Lord is, "I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go; I will guide thee with Mine eye"; and God's Spirittaught Israel will Bay of every effort, great or small, "This is done
because of that which the Lord did unto me when I came forth out
of the land of Egypt."
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PASTORAL NOTES.
JEPHTHAH'S Vow.
" A las, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one
of them that trouble me; for I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and
I cannot go back."-JuDGES xi. 35.
JEPHTHAH will always be famous on account of his well·known vow.
His history is recorded in the chapter from which the above words
are taken. Early in life he was thrust out from his father's house
by his half-brothers; and being afraid, probably, of further ill.usage
from them, he fled from the land of Israel, and took up his abode
in the land of Tob, which appears to have been within the borders
of Syria. There he gathered together a band of "vain" or idle
men, and, having trained them, he led them hither and thither to
fight wherever their services were required as mercenaries. It
appears that thus he soon became famousj and he was known to be
a mighty man of ·valour and .a very capable leader of armed men.
When therefore the. children of Israel required a commander to
direct them in time of war, it was natural that they should think
of him.
That time soon came.
Having forsaken the Lord, and taken to
worshipping the idols of the heathen, the children of Israel fell
partly into the hands of the Ammonites, a tyrannical and powerful
nation, who cruelly vexed and oppressed them for a period of
eighteen years. The Ammonites seem to have taken possession of
the portion of the Holy Land which was eastward of the Jordan,
and which was occupied by the tri bes of Reuben, Gad, and half
of the tribe of Manasseh.
Afterwards they assembled themselves
in great force, and prepared to cross over the Jordan, with the
intention of attacking the other tribes, and seizing their possessions.
Then we read (chap. x. 9) that "Israel was sore distressed. And
the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying, We have sinned
against Thee, both because we have forsaken our God, and also
served Baalim. And' the Lord said unto the children of Israel,
Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites,
from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines ~ The
Zidonians also, and the Am alekites, and the Maonites did oppress
you; and ye cried unto Me, and I delivered you out of their hand.
Yet ye have forsaken Me, and served other gods; wherefore I will
deliver you no more. Go and cry unto the gods which ye have
chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation. And
the children of Israel said unto the Lord, We have sinned; do Thou
to us whatsoever seemeth good unto Thee; deliver us only, we pray
Thee, this day." Then it is added, "They put away the strange
gods from among them, and served the Lord." And mark, beloved,
the words which follow :-" His soul wets grieved for the misery of
Israel." Notwithstanding their disobedience and rebellion, their hard·
ness of heart, and their extraordinary ingratitude; notwithstanding
that they wilfully ignored His wishes, and over and over again
deliberately did the things which they knew He most hated; not-
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withstanding that they sinned against light and knowledge, and
degraded themselves to a greater extent than even the heathen who
had preceded them; yet, when just punishment came upon them,
and they suffered for their offences, He felt for them in their sufferings, and His soul was "grieved" for their misery! Oh, what a
God is our God! And He is precisely the same now that He was
in those days of old. He punishes His children now for their
offences, and sometimes He punishes them severely, but He does it
in loving.kindness and in tender mercy; "in the midst of deserved
judgment" He still "remembers mercy," and the words nttered in
olden time may continue to be impressed upon the earnest
attention of every member of His spiritual family, as applying to
them now, "Thou shalt consider in thine heart, that, as a man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee." Like as
we have known, perhaps, an affectionate father, when necessarily
chastening his son, suddenly burst into a flood of tears, and show
plainly by his demeanour that he felt the chastisement which he
was inflicting just as much as if it were inflicted upon himself; he is
evidently inexpressibly grieved at the pain which he inflicts, although
at the same time he knows that it is absolutely necessary to inflict
it: so the Great Father above feels the chastisement which He sees
needful to inflict upon His children, and He deeply grieves that it is
necessary to inflict it. Oh, how then can any charge Him-that
loving, gracious Father-as some do-with indifference to His
children's sufferings and trials, with hard.heartedness, or with
injustice 1
Assembling themselves together, the children of Israel asked who
should lead them against their foes, and J ephthah was suggested.
Accordingly they sent messengers to him to ask him to become their
leader; and, after making an agreement with them, he consented, and
returned with them to Mizpeh, the place in Gilead where J acob and
Laban had so long before set up a heap of stones, as a witness of a
covenant between them (Gen. xxxi. 44, &c.). Then, whilst gathering his forces together and preparing them for war, J ephthah very
wisely sent messengers repeatedly to the king of Ammon, to remonstrate with him for invading the territories of Israel, and to endeavour
to make peace with him. These efforts, however, proving fruitless,
J ephthah marched to meet his foes. We eau imagine him then for
the first time fully realizing the difficulties of his position. He appears
to have diligently sought for Divine guidance, for we are told that
he "uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpeh " (verse 11);
and it is said that "the Spirit of the Lord came upon him" (verse 29),
thus specially preparing him for the great ta~k which he had underBut when he came in sight of his foes, and when he pertaken.
ceived that they were a mighty host, thoroughly armed, and fully
prepared for the fight, and when he contrasted them with his own
raw levies, ill-armed and very imperfectly prepared, and dispirited by
the reverses which they had previously suffered, and by the oppression
which they had endured so long, at the hands of these very foes with
whom they were about to contend, his spirit sank within him, and he
felt, as perhaps he had never felt before, his need of Divine assist-
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ance. It was then that he uttered his well-known vow; it was then
that he said unto the Lord, "If Thou shalt without fail deliver the
children of Ammon into mine hands, then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I
return in peace from the children of Amman, shall surely be the
Lord's, and I will offf\r it up for a burnt-offering." Did he really
mean that he would offer up a human being as a sacrificial offering ~
It seems that he did. We may bear in mind that he had lived the
greater part of his life in a heathtJn land, where such sacrifices were
repeatedly offered, and his own people had in all probability fallen
into the same cruel custom, for we read in chapter x. 6, that the
cli1ildren of Israel served the gods of Syria, and the gods of Moab, in
the worship of which those sacrifices were common. Such sacrifices
were ignorantly supposed to be the highest kind of sacrifices which
could possibly be offered; thus it is related (2 Kings iii. 26, 27), that
when Mesha, a king of Moab, was in great straits, and saw that his
enemies were frustrating all his efforts and defeating him, he took his
eldest son, who was to have reigned in his stead, and offered him up
for a burnt-offering, as the most precious, and, as he probably imagined,
the most efficacious offering which he could make to his gods. So in
Micah vi. 7, we read of Balak, the king of Moab, asking whether
he should come before the Lord in a similar manner: "Wherewith,"
he asks, "shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the
High God ~ Shall I come before Him with burnt-offerings ~ . . . . .
shall I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body
for the sin of my soul ~ " We know that human sacrifices have been
regarded thus by the heathen all over the world. In North America,
for example, it is said that once a year the Indian tribes, who occupied the country in the vicinity of the great falls of Niagara, used
to select the most comely maiden that could be found amongst them,
and send her over the falls as a propitiatory offering to the "Great
Spirit," who they thought hovered there. Arrayed in her best attire,
the poor girl bade farewell to her friends,· aud stepping into a small
canoe, she was pushed off from the bank into the river above the
falls, and guiding the canoe with her own hands, she was swept along
by the rapid stream until she plunged over the mighty cataract.
This sacrifice was offered year after year, until it happened that the
daughter of a great Indian chief was selected to be the victim; then,
after she had started on her terrible journey, another canoe was
observed to push off from the bank, and proceed rapidly after her.
In that second canoe was the girl's father. He, !'oor man, could not
bear to live without his daughter, and so he resolved to die with
her. With a few powerful strokes he brought his canoe level with
that of his daughter, and then, clasping one of her hands in his, they
passed on together to their doom. The Indians determined that from
that time that yearly sacrifice should ceaSll. A similar sacrifice was
offered in ancient times in Egypt to the River Nile, and in Laodicea,
in Asia Minor; the Carthagenians also are said to have sacrificed
their choicest and most beautiful children upon every occasion of
public emergency, such as a famine, a pestilence, and so forth.
In
modern times also the number of human sacrifices offered in Africa
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has been enormous. In Ashantee, for example, three thousand victims
are said to have been offered at one time, namaly, upon the death
of the king's mother, and two thousand four hundred at another time,
upon the death of an Ashantee general; whilst it was no uncommon
thing for a hundred victims to be sacrificed at their chief festivalsfestivals which occur every few weeks. One happy effect of our
recent expedition to Ashantee will, it is hoped, be to put an end
for ever to that awful waste of human life.
Jephthah then appears really to have contemplated offering a human
sacrifice, but in all probability he never thought of its being his only
chila, his daughter. It seems probable that he had not brought her
with him into the land of Israel, but that he had left her with her
mother and other members of his household in Syria, intending to
fetch them from thence as soon as his contest with the Ammonites
was over, and his new home was made ready for them.
Here we may ask, are vows desirable ~ Certainly not rash ones like
Jephthah's. But are other vows, vows which are made solemnly and
thoughtfully ~ This must be left to individual judgment. Vows are
evidently permissible'; some of the most eminent saints of old made
them; for example, Jacob, Hannah, and the Psalmist. Thus we read
in the sixty.sixth Psalm, "I will pay Thee my vows, which my lips
have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble";
and in the twenty-second Psalm, "I will pay my vows before them
that fear Him." Several distinct enactments were mentioned in the
laws of Moses respecting vows, for example, in Leviticus xxvii. and
N umbel'S xxx.
Dr. LANGE says, 1I Vows are the signs and expressions of the deepest surrender to God." Italy's greatest poet,
DANTE, says respecting them:" Take, then, no vow at random,
Taken with faith preserve it;
Yet not bent-as Jephthah once,
Blindly to execute a rash resolve,
Whom better it had suited to exclaim
'I hllve done ill,' than to redeem
His pledge by doing worse."
SPURGEON says: " We should be slow in making vows, but prompt in
discharging them. When we are released from trouble, and can once
more go up to the house of the Lord, we should take immediate
occasion to fulfil our promises. How can we hope for help another
time, if we prove faithless to covenants voluntarily entered upon in
hours of need 1" So Solomon said (Eccles. v. 4-6), "When thou
vowest a vow before God, defer not to pay it; for He hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer
not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the
angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy
voice, and destroy the work of thy hands 1"
How many of the Lord's dear children, in the depths of affliction,
and in bitterness of soul, when everything seemed to be against them,
and they felt well-nigh altogether overwhelmed, have been rea.dy to
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take any vows and make any promises, so only th:tt they might have
a hope of deliverance. Under such circumSltances, perhaps, they have
made vows and promises, which, under other circumstances, they would
not have thought of making. Yet, although such vows and promises
may be made, they are not needed to insure help and deliverance;
a loving Father knows all about His children's circumstances; and
earnest appeals to Him will be heard and answered in His own right
time and way, whether those appeals be accompanied by vows and
promises or not. Certainly much care and deliberation ought to be
exercised in making them, and they ought never to be made inconsiderately or rashly.
The Lord gave Jephthah a great victory. His enemies were scattered
before him, he swept over their land, and took from them twenty
.cities; then, having completely subdued them, he· returned to the land
of Israel, with his arm)' exulting, and probably laden with spoils.
W Po can imagine their joy and the hearty welcome which they received.
Did Jephtbah remember his vow as he approached his new home at
Mizpeh 1 Perhaps he did, and wondered how it was to be fulfilled.
It may be that he expected to be met by some servant or slave; and
it is possible that during his absence in the country of the Ammonites,
and entirely without his knowledge, his wife and daughter, with other
members of his former household, having heard of his great success,
had made their way from the land of Syria to the land of Israel, and
settling down in his new home, thought that they would give him a
glad surprise as they unexpectedly welcomed him there. If so, it was
no glad surprise to him, but a fearful and awful shock. As he drew
near he heard the sound of music and singing, and he soon saw a
procession coming forward to meet him; but who can portray his
fp.elings as he perceived that that procession was headed by his only
child, his much-loved daughter 1 No wonder that he rent his clothes,
and groaned in the very agony of his heart! No wonder that instead
of running forward to embrace her, and clasping her to his breast, he
stopped, and exclaimed in bitter emotion, "Alas, my daughter! thou
hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me;
for I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back."
What to him then was the glory of his successes 1 what to him was
the value of his spoils 1
We cannot help admiring the noble disposition manifested by
Jephthah's daughter. Instead of falling into hysterics and uttering
frantic cries of grief, as some young women would have done;
instead of remonstrating· with her father, and bemoaning her hard
fate, she calmly replied to his fearful announcement, "My father,
if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as
the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even
of the children of Ammon." Noble, patriotic maiden! a willing
victim; reminding us of Him who said, "No man taketh My life
,from Me, but I lay it down of Myself; I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again."
Jephthah's daughter
merely asked for a respite of two months, during which she might
wander on the mountains with her companions, ·and. bewail her virginity,
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or her "youth," af; JOSEPHUS says. She had probably lived a comparatively wild and wandering life, and she loved the solitude and the
freedom of the mountains; she felt also perhaps that she needed a time
of quiet thought and preparation for the fate which awaited her. She
does not appear to have at all flinched from that fate, or tried to avoid
it, but at the end of the stipulated time she returned to her father,
and he did with her, we are told, "according to the vow which he
had vowed."
Here we come to a strongly controverted .point, namely, did
Jephthah really sacrifice his daughter ~ Jewish writers say that he
did. JOSEPHUS distinctly says so, and moreover blames him for it,
stating that if he had applied to the high priest, he would have told
him that it was not necessary that his daughter should be sacrificed,
but that she could have been redeemed. The early Christian writers,
and indeed all writers for a thousand years after the time of our Lord
who mention the subject, trtke the same view; it was only at a later
date that the suggestion was made that the maiden was shut up like
a recluse in a Romish convent, and forbidden to mix with human
society, or to enter the bonds of matrimony. The late Dean STANLEY
firmly held the opinion that she was sacrificed; and Dr. LIGHTFOOT,
who at one time held a contrary opinion, after renewed study of the
subject, came to the same conclusion. Certainly the demeanour and
the exclamations of Jephthah seem to sanction this view, for why else
should he be so excited as to rend his garments ~ and why should he
address his daughter in such vehement words ~ If this view be correct,
J ephthah's cup of sorrow must have been full. Who can depicture
his feelings during Ghose two months of waiting ~ and more terrible
still must his feelings have been when the time came to execute his
vow! It must have been an awful thingtlius to immolate his child!
Yet are there not parents in fashionable life at the present day who
do not hesitate to immolate their children ~ not as J ephthah did in
giving his daughter a few moments of pain, but in devoting them to
a lifetime of thraldom and misery. How many daughters are thus
yearly immolated at the shrine of fashion, position, or wealth; nothing
being thought of their future temporal and spiritual welfare, so long
as they can make what is regarded as 'c a good match"! And
similarly, how many foolish parents send their children year after
year abroad to be educated under Romish influences, and then find
that they have been induced to immure themselves for life in Romish
convents, where the most dangerous errors are taught, and where
frightful cruelties have been,-and may still be,-perpetrated, without
a whisper reaching the world outside.
The story of Jephthah has undoubtedly been recorded for our
instruction, and the chief lesson which it inculcates is as important as
ever, namely, the danger of rash and thoughtless speaking. Sins of
the tongue are very common, and often very serious. He that is wise
will constantly watch and pray against them. How hard, how unreasonable, and how sinful, for example, are sometimes the speeches
which the ungodly make against our gracious and loving Father. " I
hate God!" a lady said in my hearing not long ago; "I hate Him,
because He has done such cruel things!" I asked her what things
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she referred to, and she mentioned the extermination of the Canaanites,
and the sacrificing of animals as burnt-offerings.
I endeavoured' to
point out to her the frightful wickedness of the Canaanites, their evil
influence in the world, the warnings which they received, and. how
thoroughly they deserved their fate j also the exceeding sinfulness of
sin, and the need of representing, even in an outward and visible
form, its effects. But persons who utter such' speeches are generally
deaf to argument and reason. The ungodly, no doubt, often make
such" hard speeches," and one of the purposes which the Saviour has
in view, when He comes again with ten thousands of His saints, is,
we are told, to convince them of the unreasonableness and wickedness
of those" hard speeches." (Jude 15.) But may not even the godly
be sometimes tempted to do the same 1 Job, we know, was thus
tempted when his foolish wife advised him to "Curse God and die."
Yes j bowed down, perhaps, beneath the weight of accumulated troubles,
hope failing, and despair reigning, even the child of God then may
be tempted to blame God, and to think and say things which he
ought not to think or say. But let him not give way to the temptation; let him determine to honour his gracious Father even in the hottest
fires; let him remember that at present he knows only part of his
Father's ways, and therefore he is incapable of correctly judging them.
It is certain that that which he knows not now he will know here,after. It is certain that then he will see that his Father's lovingkindness has never failed, that His mercy has not ceased to endure,
and that by His infinite wisdom and His omnipotent power He has
caused all things to work together for his good. Let him trust then,
and not be afrald.
Rash speaking, too, in the home, how carefully ought it to be
avoided. A loved member of the family, perhaps, makes a request;
the father is busy or mentally pre-occupied, and he bluntly refuses it.
A moment afterwards he regrets what he has said, but he does not
like to recall his words, and so he adheres to them. A gloom is at
once thrown over the usually happy circle, and love for the time being
is chilled and checked. Blame, likewise, is sometimes administered
in the same way, inconsiderately and hastily, without time and attention given to find out all the circumstances of the case; thus that
which might do good does harm. Friendships also are occasioll'111y
broken or interrupted in a similar manner. If the story of J ephthah
reminds us of these dangers, and puts us upon our guard against
them, it will not have been written-even so far as we are concerned
-in vain. It may impress upon us afresh the importance of the
advice: "He that will love life and see good days, let him refrain
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile j let him
seek peace and ensue it."
Ore, Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
BELIEVERS, whenever you read your charter of pardon in the new
covenant, do 1;>ut remember who and what is forgiven, and who He
is that forgiveth, and on what account He doth forgive, and see if
these will not lay thee and keep thee low in His sight.-T1·ail.
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THE EVERLASTING COVENANT.

" 1 will make an everlasting covenant with them, that 1 will not turn away
from them, to do them good."- JERE:r.UAH xxxii. 40.
A MINISTER lately preaching on the tremendous solemnity of the last
day, at the close of his sermon thus addressed his hearers: "Most
awful as my subject has been, most solemn things as you have heard,
I have one thing more to add, which is as awful. It is this, Ere
to-morrow's sun, perhaps, you will forget all you have heard on this
solemn subject." Awful conclusion! Is not this too much" our case
respecting the Covenant love and faithfulness of our God 1 RIse, why
those unreasonable doubts, groundless suspicions, heart-rending jealousies,
and soul-dejecting fears which possess us 1 Else, whence the slowness
of heart to approach the Lord, to cast our care upon Him, and to put
our trust in Him, glory of Him, live upon Him, and rejoice in Him 1
"The Lord will ever be mindful of His Covenant" (Psalm cxi. 5). But,
shame to us, we do not remember it. He has made an everlasting
Covenant on our behalf with Christ our Head and Representative. He
is the Mediator of this Covenant.
The moment we believe in Jesus, we have t.hat '"one heart " which
This the
is towards Him, and we choose Him as our" one Way."
Lord promises in the former verse. Then we enter, as it were, upon
the everlasting Covenant. This is said to be made with us, for the
grace of it is applied, the blessings are bestowed, aod the promises
of it made good to us. But here is a future prospect. The Lord
gives one special promise, 'which includes every mercy, comfort, and
blessing our souls can wish for. "I will not turn away from them,
to do them good." Lord, make us strong in faith, that we may give
glory to Thee for this exceeding great and precious promise. Consider:
( 1) This and every other is in Christ Jesus. All the promises are in
Him (2 Cor. i. 20). (2) It is alsolute and unconditional in regard to
us; for Christ our Head has fulfilled all the terms and conditions of
the covenant for us. Hence every blessing comes freely by Him and
through Him to us. Our every plea, for every promise and grace, is
for Christ's sake. Most precious and most prevailing plea! A perfect
atonement and perfect righteousness faith has to present and plead to
Divine justice. Therefore let us come with boldness to a throne of
grace. (3) God will never turn away from us, to do us good. Oh,
how should this endear Him to our souls! How watchful, how careful
not to turn away from Him to do evil!
Lastly, we may bid defiance to sin, the world, Satan, death, and
hell. For if the Lord will do us good, what shall harm us 1 "If God
be for us, who shall be against us 1" If every good is thus promised,
S. M.
Heaven, the chief of all good, is secure to us.

As all mankind derived their natural life from Adam, so all the
elect receive spiritual life from Christ, on which account He is
styled the" Everlasting Father." They were all in Christ from eternity,
as truly, but spiritually, as mankind were in Adam when he fell, or
as Levi in Abraham's loins, when Melchisedek met him."-Berridge.
M
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THE

LATE REV. H. W. WAKEFIELD.
TESTIMONY.-No. IV.
" The peace of God, which passeth all understanding."-PHILIPPIANS iv. 7.
THE series of articles in connection with the above will receive in
the present paper an addition to its number. At the time when
the December manuscript was written, it was not intended to exceed
the limit then mentioned. Delay, however, has occurred in the preparation of an artiole dependent upon the supply of certain personal
details yet to be completed, and although the postponed paper may
be looked for later on, the interval, it is thought, may be usefully
filled by the insertion of another example of Mr. W AKEFIELO'S pulpit
testimony. It is only, perhaps, neces~ary to further say that the
long discourse which follows was delivered in two parts, that the
whole of it is transcribed from notes taken at the time, and that it
is given without division, and reads as a single sermon.
GOOD TIDINGS.
"How beautiful upon the ?lwuntains a1'e the feet oJ Him that b1'ingeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace " that b1'ingeth good tidings of good,
that publisheth salvation " that saith unto Zion, Thy God 1'eigneth!"ISAIAH lii. 7.
Every generation of this world which has rolled away has been
more or less marked by great events, remarkable or wondrous in their
nature and character, and worthy of being recorded and remembered.
But the greatest among them all, the'igreatest, indeed, which could
have happened throughout the whole history of man, is the mystery
of God, the birth of the Redeemer, for which the world was planned.
In the fulness of time the Saviour came, concerning whom so much
had been foretold. This was the substance of all Divine revelation,
its basis and crowning glory, and this is the sum and substance of
the preaohed Gospel, and is what we understand by the season now
before us (Christmas). We need not wonder at the language of the
text. Surely the tidings of a "Saviour born to Zion" (the Church of
God) must be the greatest message of mercy ever sent, the highest
source of joy that could be given; All is to be found and comprehended in the glorious Gospel of the blessed God. Without these
glad tidings man's condition would be shrouded in darkness, and the
whole world lost eternally in the shadow of death. The purposes of
J ehovah could never have been unfolded by any of the systems of
man; good tidings of good could never have been brought thus, for
there is nothing connected with natural religion really to meet the
wants of fallen man or gladden the sinner's heart. How wonderful
the description given us in Exodus xix., where we read of God coming
to speak to man. Here, while in this we see the overwhelming display of God's majesty, we are also shown the nothingness and worthlessness of the creature.
"Obey and live" is the mandate of the law, and apart from this
obedience there is no escape from condemnation, no mercy offered or
forthcoming, and so the law is declared to be "the ministration of
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death." What a privilege to live in the Gospel day, and a greater
still to be the subject of the power of that Gospel. Here, then, are
brought to us certain tidings called "good"; a publishing of peace,
"Peace on earth and good will toward men." Let us divide our
subject into1. The nattt1'e of the glad tidings;
n. The substance of them; and,
Ill. The faithfulness of God.
I. These tidings a1'e good, great, and foyful, made known oy the
trumpet of the everlasting Gospel, which unfolds a salvation, finished,
full, and free; reveals a Fountain (Christ Himself) capable of washing
away the stains of all who feel themselves sinners, lost and ruined.
This was of old typified by sacrifice and ceremonial, everything
concerning which was to receive fulfilment. In Isaiah ix. 2, is set
forth the condition of man and the glorious appearing of the
Saviour: "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light: they t.hat dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon
them hath the light shined." All men by nature walk in darkness;
but let us note the wording of the text, it is put as if already
fulfilled; the dwellers in this region of the shadow of death
(the world), "Upon them hath the light shined"! Thus it is with
God, for with Him purpose and accomplishment are one. What a
mercy that the promise has been verified in the case of some of us,
enabling us to set to our seal, how true it is. But we must turn
to the second chapter of St. Luke: there we have related how the
message was entrusted to' shepherds and angels, and mark the
nature of their tidings, "A Saviour, which is Ohrist the Lord," a
mighty Saviour to deliver and to bless, a Sin-bearer for all who
really feel conviction of sin, and a Deliverer for those who know
they have no strength. How wonderful and truly glorious all this is.
" Raise your triumphant songs
To an immortal tune;
Let the wide earth resound the deeds
Celestial grace has done."
,
What are these deeds of grace and mighty acts with which
"Mercy filled God's throne,
While wrath stood silent by" P
Most assuredly the pardon Ohrist brought down to sinners who,
under the curse of a broken law, were doomed to death. He it was
who published peace, all grace, mercy, and peace to them that love
the Lord Jesus in sincerity, and earnestly desire and pray for that
mercy. To such poor aeeking souls He has nothing to say but
wondrous words of peace. Is it then surprising that the messenger,
by the Holy Spirit is enjoined not to be afraid, to lift up his voice
and to say, "Behold your God" ~ (Isaiah xl. 9.) Jesus ~s ever love
in the perfection of His sacrifice. He was born to suffer, and our
sins and iniquities will He remember no more. Behold Him now in
the work He is engaged in before the throne (John xiv.)-and this
is for every waiting soul. It is impossible to find words more cheer.
1ft 2
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ing to the poor sinner, and all because of a "Saviour born."
He
tells them of what is prepared for them in His Father's house, and
encourages them in tender accents to approach Him in all their needs,
as a child to a loving parent. Are you satisfied this love is for
you 1 It is for all who are looking, longing, and waiting for Him;
then it must be for some of us, seeing that we cannot feel satisfied
without it. Behold Him further in all the glory of His covenant
ch.aracter; God was in Christ reconciling man unto Himself. This
reconciliation must be understood aright; it is nonsense to speak as
some do, of a reconciled God! How could this be, when He loved
us with an everlasting love 1 How much there is of man that has
to be broken down. Do you wish to be reconciled 1 11 Look unto
Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth," says the ancient
Prophet. Do you want reconciliation 1 I ask. Where this desire is
experienced the Spirit is at work; you may not yet feel the joy of
salvation, but nevertheless salvation is for you, for He that has
planted will water and will carry on the work He has begun until the
end, to a time when you will joyfully exclaim, "I know in whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him against that day" (2 Tim. i. 12).
What know you then of these glad tidings 1 how have you heard
and received them 1 Many with the outward ear have heard, but they
have not conveyed any joyful news to them. It is not a merely
literal or intellectual hearing that is spoken of in Isaiah Iv. 3.
"Incline your ear, and come unto Me; hear, and your soul 'shall live."
Have you in this way heard the tidings, and has that life of God
been communicated to your soul 1 It can be no glad tidings to those
who hear, and hearing do not feel that they are sinners, it cannot
prove a joyful sound to such. If you have really heard and received,
it will be made manifest by your looking unto Jesus, by." denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts."
Many there are among the Lord's
true children, who have heard and valued and cast themselves on that
salvation, revealed by God to their hearts, but as yet ,no joy has come,
they are waiting still for the I fulfiment of those wondrous words, "I
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for He hath I clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness. . . . . For as tfte earth
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are
sown in it to spring forth, so will the Lord God cause righteousness
and praise to spring forth" (Isaiah lxi. 10, 11). All this shall (come
to pass in the Lord's own time and way. Even those fully able to
grasp the glad tidings, 80 as to know the assurance of peace, cannot
always rejoice in that peace. No; for this world is a land of disquiet,
beset with hostile influences. "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1
and why art thou disquieted within me 1" cried David, but the
Christian can also adopt the language of Psalm cxxvi., and will,
through the mercy of God, "bearing precious seed" of the glad
tidings in his heart, have many an experimental deliverance. When
the Saviour speaks to the soul, oh, how the word is enjoyed! Then
it is indeed good tidings, an overflowing happiness which enables him
to say, "All is well, for Christ is mine." Well may the Psalmist
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write, "Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound." These
only are the blessed people; they who value the good tidings, and
know their power and meaning. And the blessing they experience is
fourfold : (1) They are interested in the choice of God;
(2) They are chastened in His mercy and love;
(3) Their sins are entirely and all· put away; and,
(4) In the end they shall be received into His presence in glory.
(1.) In the sixty-fifth Psalm and the fourth verse we have these
remarkable words, "Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest, and
causest to approach unto Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts: we
shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, even of Thy holy
temple." Here are the beginnings of grace; "causest to approach."
Yes; it is the divine operation of the Holy Spirit, the constraining
power of Heaven on all those designed to dwell in the courts above,
and who enjoy the richness and fatness of His house below.
(2.) "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest" (Psalm xciv. 2),
Now as long as we are in the body, we do not consider this a blessed
thing, but where should we have been without Divine chastening ~ Turn
to J ames i. 12, where the fruits or effects of trial (chastening) are
described: the man that endureth shall receive the crown of life,
promised by the Lord to them that love Him-a blessed and an
exceeding great reward.
(3.) "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered I, (Psalm xxxii. 1). W ell, this opens up such a marvellous
field of view, that I cannot attempt to work the subject out, but let
us pause for a moment, and shall we not say that there is indeed
abundant matter for rejoicing, in all these blessings which cluster
around and centre in "a Saviour born" 1
(4.) When time shall end for the Christian here on earth he shall
enter upon that rest that remaineth for the people of God. Can you
rejoice in these tidings and all connected with them ~ May you realize
their blessedness and power, that the language of the Psalmist Asaph
may be yours, "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterwards
receive me into glory."
n. The second division of our subject is, The substance of the
good tidings. This is none other than Jesus; He is the groundwork
of all revelation, the substance of what God has revealed to man, the
crowning glory of it all; by-and-by "His name shall be above every
namA "-.Jesus, the Sum and Substance of all these glad tidings!
Many a controversy has been provoked by this. If we take our stand
upon the "Book," there is no difficulty in the matter. He is truly
the Infinite Jehovah, God over all, blessed for ever, by whose power
the heavens were meted out, and the earth prepared; by whom man
became a living soul, and, as we read in John (chap. i.), the perfect
God and Creator, made in the likeness of flesh. Here we have the
mystery of mysteries, the Incarnate God, who stood up and drove back
the avenger of blood, and who for sinful man brought life and immOItality to light. None but Himself could accomplish this, or show the
entrance to that life which leads to His presence in glory.
The
question of questions to be determined is this: Have' we ever
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discovered this path of life ~ Only by His Spirit can this be
possible: if in it, we have the presence of God to cheer us along the
way, and it leads to eternal pleasures; "For eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, what God hath prepared for them that love Him." Born
into the world, this Mighty One, whose advent we commemorate at
this season, He came as a little babe, but this was not the first of
Him; "His goings forth were from everlasting"; "He was set up from
the beginning." Who could set Him up ~ VerHy, none, for there is
none greater than Himself; or could in any way add to His dignity
or His Deity. He was" set up" officially in the purpose and councils of
God-called in the Old Testament Messiah, and in the New Testament
Christ j both alike signified the Anointed of God: for the purpose that
He might be the Author of eternal salvation, that He might bind
up the broken·hearted, that He might deliver the lawful captive, that
He might comfort His people by the way, till He takes them in the
end unto Himself. This great work devolved upon Him from all
eternity; He was consecrated for it, appointed to it, and bound to
fulfil it. Every soul marked by the Spirit and made a new creature
in Him received peace and pardon, and went home safely to glory.
Justice met the Surety at the appointed time, and delivered up the
bond; it was nailed to the cross of Jesus, and He the great
In Revelation xiii. 8, He
Paymaster paid the uttermost due.
is spoken of as "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world."
Tllis is He who came-but how did He come ~ Was
it with that glory and majesty which was equally His with
His Father 1 was He surrounded with the pomp and display of
even earthly greatness 1 No. He was made of no reputation; He
took on Him the, form of a servant, and, poor even to extremity, the
Son of Man had not where to lay His head. And this was the
Lord of life and glory! Wonder, ye heavens, and give ear, 0 earth!
His Person, too-was there about Him that which would externally
attract 1 One glance at His marred visage would sufficiently show
"He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief."
All His
Godhead was veiled in His flesh, all His Divine Majesty was hidden
from view. Thus He came! But was there no herald to proclaim
the Great Eternal, to announce Him far and wide in His own
dominion 1 Verily there was; for a period of four thousand years
attention had been awakened by patriarchs, by the institution of
sacrifices and offerings, by prophets in succession who minutely
delineated His sufferings and death; and when the fulness of time had
come-the time for His appearing-a new star dawned, guiding Gentile worshippers from afar; an emblem of the Spirit's beams which
rise in the human breast to lead and light the sinner to the cross.
More than this, multitudes of the heavenly host appeared, to proclaim
the coming of the Prince of Peace, praising God, and saying, "Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men.."
Is it true He has ever come as a Messenger of Peace from God to
us i But what was his reception 1 "He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not." The priC:e and superiority of the creature could never bow to welcome Him, could never stoop so low to do
Him reverence. And what of the end 1 An-aigned before a mock
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tribunal, an unjust judge condemned Him to death, and wicked hands
crucified and slew Him. In the midst of the throng surrounding
Calvary, amongst those for whose eternal peace He came, even these
stood unmoved at His sufferings, while the rocks were rent, the
graves refused possession of their dead, and the sun hid his face in
darkness, in this great and terrible day of the Lord.
"The substance of the good tidings," then, is Jesus, everything, as
we have seen, dependent upon and centring in His gracious work
and Person.
II!. But the third and last division of our subject, The faithfulness
o} God. We have it on record in the Word, "This is a taithful
saying, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners," even
the very chief. But what sinners ~ All of every rank, grade, or
condition who know and feel that they are sinners; and never was
it reported of any such calling upon Him in "ain. " Little·faith,"
do you hear that ~ Why, then, give way to fear and doubt ~ Come
to J eaus as the Sin-bearer-you that have the life of the Spirit, even
in a small measure-look unto Him. You that have been led to pray
unto Him, remember He has come into the world to save you, and
has promised you shall all be His jewels. These declarations of Scripture are variously described as "glad tidings," "good tidings," "the
joyful sound," and these all are comprehended in the great and wonderful
message of redeeming mercy. All these sayings are faithful and true,
because based on the faithfulness of God who cannot lie. and their
faithfulness has been proved by many a child of His. Faithfulness
is said to be the girdle of His loins, and to be so great that it reaches
unto the clouds. What has all His word been, from Adam downwards,
but faithfulness and truth ~ Pause and consider its aspect in the terrible
extent to which it has been proved to be faithful, in the utter prostration of every faculty of man's soul; in all the sorrows that have rolled like a
torrent through the earth; in the death of the body and of the soul too.
Think of how Pharaoh resisted His word, and questioned in proud rebellion, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him ~" But the flies, the
locusts, and the lice, and the darkness soon taught him it had been
" a faithful saying." Moses, who on many occasions had such wonderful
communion with God, how frequently he speaks of the Divine faithfulness. If, then, He is faithful in fulfilling His word of judgment,
how much more is His faithfulness displayed in grace, that the souls
of His people may have "strong consolation." What occupied His
eternal mind before the foundation of the world 1 A finished and
entire salvation confirmed by His faithful promise, and carried out and·
perfected by the faithfulness of Him who came to work out righteous·
ness, to suffer, bleed, and die. Would you have a salvatIon made up
of contingencies ~ This will but sink you to the depths of woe.
The atonement Jesus came to make was made officially, and He is
faithful to His word and work. He justifies freely, thereby glorifying
God and debasing man; and everything revealed by grace is sure and
certain good tidings of mercy. God's faithfulness is also shown by
the experience of those who, having gone before, now bask in the sunlight of heaven, who have proved His word and found it true. Who
can read the Psalms without being singularly.struck by the way the
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man of God speaks of His faithfulness 7 Whence arose his fervency
of expression 7 The realities of covenant love had filled his heart
around he saw only the restless world, nothing within but a mass of
corruption and sin; yet when he considered what God had done, he
could say, " He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in
all things and sure." But can we find no evidence for the truth of
all this in the experience of our own lives 7 Yes! Some of us can
add a testimony to the faithfulness of God, that in the past, in His
love and in His pity, He passed by, and whin He saw, He spoke the
word, and said unto our souls, 11 Live." He took us to the Fountain
for sin and all uncleanness, washed us from our stains, made us the
children of prayer, showed us His salvation more and more, cheered
us in our pilgrimage down to this present moment, and He will, in
His divine faithfulness and of His own free grace, carry us in safety
to the end.
"Thank God for Gospel sermon," was the comment overheard of
the Rev. GEORGE ABRAHAMS, a listener on one occasion to an address
of Mr. W A}{EFIELD'S, and moved to this impromptu at its close.
Himself one chosen unto honour in the Gospel service, 11 To the law
and to the testimony" was his motto, his touchstone and standard of
appeal. Years have elapsed, both have passed away, but the message
of their ministry remains. A noble mission truly, that of publishing
this "peace," of heralding these" tidings of good." Yet how brief,
how frail the tenure of the most devoted life. The earthen vessel
must -crumble and decay: not 80 the sacred treasure once resident
therein. To the Word, whether spoken to the outward ear, or otherwise diffused throughout the ages for all time, the promise is
continually being fulfilled, 11 My word shall not return unto Me void,
but it shall accomplish that which Ipleas'e, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it" (Isaiah Iv. 11). Immortal as its Author,
its triumph pre-ordained, this spiritual prosperity must prevail, though
the heavens fall. These, indeed, must perish, but "Thou, 0 God,
remainest; all shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a vesture
shalt Thou fold them up, and they shall be changed; but Thou art
the same, Thy years shall not fail."
Seeing then the preacher's lot
is the common lot of all, sha.1l we not say with the Apostle, "Let
no man glory in men, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas "
(1 Cor. iii. 21, 22), for, "All flesh is grass, and all the glory of man
ie as the flower of grass, but the word of the Lord endureth for
ever" 1 (1 Peter 1. 24, 25.) To paraphrase the poet's famous !ine.. The individual withers, but the' Word' is more and more."
~. And

this is the word which by the Gospel is preached unto you"
(1 Peter i. 25).
IT was no improper saying conqerning the Gospel, used by a minister
in preaching to an ignoraIit people: "The Gospel," he said, "is nothing
but good news, that a rich man is come into the country to pay poor
folks' debts." On this errand the Father sent Christ, and for this end
we should believe on Him.-Tmil.
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IN the religion of Jesus every hope of salvation is excluded but such
as springs from faith, for faith receives every blessing of Covenant
love from a gracious Lord. The faith of God's elect has Jesus for
its Author, has truth for its object, God's Word for its warrant, His
power for its support, His glory for its aim, and love for its
inseparable companion. Thus the faith of the Gospel is ever distinguished from natural notions. But it is natural to us all to
mistake error for truth, fancy for faith, the heat of animal passions
for love; yea, and also to be very confident herein. But true faith
ever worketh by love, even that "love which rejoiceth in the
truth."
All the love God hath to us centres in Him, and flows to
us through Him. Hence," God hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love: having predestinated us to the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath
made us accepted in the Beloved," and "hath blessed us wi~h all
spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ" (Eph. i. 3·6). We
are also made" the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
Thus faith hath truth for its foundation, and from the knowledge
of the truth it worketh bv love. Love to the God of truth and to·
the brethren, not as being of this sect or party, but "for the truth's
sake which dwelleth in them" (2 John i. 2). There is no fellowship
in love but what consists in the light of the truth. Thus our Lord
and we "have fellowship one with another" (1. John i. 7). Take
away any part of God's truth, and you subvert the fou!1dation of
faith, and prevent the operations of. love. If we reject the truth
that we are elected to salvation in Christ, redeemed by the blood of
Christ, righteous by the righteousness of Christ, and safely kept by
the power of God through the faith of Christ to eternal salvation,
faith is made void; then love ceases to exist. Truth and love are
equally precious. The belief of the truth is the precious love of .a
Christian; love is the blessed fruit of faith. Herein consists thy
blessedness, 0 Christian. "What God has joined together let no man
put asunder." Therefore we are exhorted, ." Hold fast the form of sound
words . . . . in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. i. 13).
So, by speaking the truth in love, we grow up in Him in all things
who "is the Head, even Christ" (Eph. iv. 15).
THY deserts are hell, wrath, rejection: Christ's deserts are life,
pardon, acceptation. If God hath shown thee the former, He will
give thee the latter.-Wilcox.
BELIEVERS, look OIl. yourselves as often and ~s narrowly as you can
judge and condemn yourselves as much as you will; but when· you
look for acceptance with God, mind Christ alone, and give Him
glory in trusting confidently for acceptance in Him.-Tmil.
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THE PORTRAIT.-GENERAL SIR ROBERT PHAYRE, G.C.B.
THE subject of our sketch this month has for many years occupied
an eminent place in the Church of God" militant here in earth."
An intrepid officer in the British Army, one whose skill and daring
in active service have won him repeated distinctions at the hands of his
earthly SOVEREIGN, SIR ROBERT PHAYRE has endeared his name to the
hearts of God's people, especially to those of them who love supremely
the precious truth that salvation is wholly "by grace." It is now
many years since this noble character was called to the knowledge of
Christ, yet to this day he delights to speak of himself as "a sinner
saved by grace." Thus a bond of holy fellowship has been produced
and strengthened between himself and " disciples indeed," of all
denominations. And, surely, no more sacred tie exists on earth than
that which owes its origin to a common partaking in that effectual
salvation which is wholly of free and sovereign grace.
Like many other eminent servants of Christ who have traced their
knowledge of the Gospel to the instrumental influences of Evangelical
trainiog under the parental roof, SIR ROBEHT PHAYRE often attributes
to the prayers and teaching of his godly parents those spiritual impressions which the Holy Spirit employed to finally bring him to
repentance and faith. Perhaps, our best course is to quote here an
account of his conversion, in his own words. This we are able to do
by turning to the pages of a remarkable pamphlet, from his pen,
en.titled, . Inspimtion and Revelation: an Old Soldier's Testimony.
Speaking of his experience of the mighty power of the Word of
God, he says:"The writer has abundant reason to thank God most heartily that
this cent1'al truth of the Word of God, namely, salvation by the blood
and righteousness of Christ, was the basis of his home teaching when
a boy. It was also the initial point to which the Good Shephe1'd
Himself directed his attention, by His voice, as one who knew the
t1'uth intellectually but not savingly, when he was launched into the
rough and perilous life of the first Afghan War, from 1840 to 1843.
"It was then, that, in answel' to the pmyel's of godly parents and
other relations, as he now firmly believes, though he did not see it
at the time, the Lord, Himself spoke to his soul. There was no one
else to do it in those days, for Chaplains were scarce. But the
Good Shepherd Himself on the occasion of several narrow escapes
(in one of which he owed his life, humanly speaking, to the renowned
SIR J AMES OUTRAM, then MAJOR OUTRAM, Political Agent to the
force), reminded him of home, and home teaching: that he must
repent and turn to God, or he would be lost. Instead of obeying
these pleadings of the Spirit, and coming to Jesus for pardon, he
went on, in the path of '1'eligious opinion' for upwards of two
years, intending, and hopinp;, and wishing, instead of actually coming
to the throne of grace and pleading like the publican, 'God be
merciful to me a sinner.' Thus, there were two voices speaking to
him, the one urging him to repeat, the other to put it off!
And how did he discern between the two ~ By the Wm'd of God,
as taught him at home! How else could he have done so 1 At
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last a most critical event in the history of that war occurred. Out
of an army of thirteen thousand men at Cabool, only one man-a
surgeon-escaped from the overwhelming number of Afghans who
attacked them. The writer was at that time with the Bombay
column, at Quetta, of which the illustrious SIR CHARLES NAPIER took
the command shortly after, on its return to Sind.
"At last the time came, as it always does, when, as an unsaved sinner,
the writer must decide one way or other, either for Christ or against Him;
when He must either' repent or perish,'-bring forth fruit from the
pleadings of the Spirit with him; or, like the fruitless fig tree (in
Luke xiii. 1-9) be cut down as a cumberer of the ground. Encouraged
by their, success at Cabool, the enemy prepared to overwhelm our small
force of two thousand two hundred men (whilst on the march to
Lower Siud), by a body of twenty.two thousand fighting men, who
were plaeed in ambush at Meanee; in the confident expectation that
they would not be observed by us until we came within striking
distance, when they would surround us and cut us to pieces. But our
beloved commander was not a man to be taken unawares by anybody
or anything; not even by the devil himself, for, thank God, he
'overcame him by the blood of the Lamb' before his death, a few
years after.
'
•
"Whilst conducting a reconnaissance with the staff, SIR CHARLES
NAPIER discovered the enemy in their hiding-place, and at once saw
that if they were attacked in the deep dry bed of the river, where'
they had hidden themselves, they would be defeated, because they
were not only unable to deploy, but their front rank only could use
their rifles. Our attack was made at once, and the result was, the
famous battle and victory of Meanee, on the 17th .February, 1843.
In the midst 'of the melee, the writer was shot through the left lung,
the bullet passing out between the shoulder blade and his spine.
Most providentially he was not cut up on the spot, but was taken
by his men to his tent, where he laj'" for three days, as the doctors
said, in a dying state. On the fourth morning he suddenly 'came to
himself' as it were, and though extremely weak, showed signs of a
chance of recovery, which, however, the medical men did not think
probable. Indeed, as a matter of fact, he found when he arrived in
Bombay a few days after, that his name had been crossed out of the
Army list as having 'died of his wounds.' In the afternoon of the
day when he took a turn for the better, he heard the band of his
regiment playing the Dead March in 'Saul' at the funeral of his
commanding officer, who had been shot through the heart; and the
Lord used that circumstance to remind him once more of his own
spiritual state, for his first thought was, on hearing the band; that
probably he himself would be buried next day. That night the Lord
reminded him of what had happened on the battle field, and seemed
to say, 'If you had died then you would have been lost, you are
unsaved, unpardoned'; and with that, the thought of the Prodigal
came into his mind; and at the same' time such a deep conviction OJ
sin, and of his lost state, that like the Prodigal he at last, broke
down and said, 'I will arise and go to my Father,' and, like the
Prodigal, he a1'ose and went, confessing his sins, and p!eading for mercy.
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God gave him true repentance that night, -but it w~s a long time before
he got peace though faith in His blood. However, he rapidly recovered
from that day, and just as he had learnt, as a soldier of his Queen
and country, to respect and obey the Articles of War and Queen's
Regulations and Orders of the Army, so did God teach him more
and more, from that day to this, to love and honour and 'tremble' at
His most Holy Word; or, in other 'words, to accept the Bible which
. He has given us as the Word of the King, to be 'read, marked,
learnt, and inwardly digested,' not cavilled at or denied."
. GENERAL PHAYRE'S services in India were of a distinguished character,
and extended over a long series of years. Early in 1857, two or three
months before the terrible Mutiny broke out, he was appointed Quartermaster-General of the Bombay Army. His services during the critical
period of our Indian history were warmly acknowledged in General
Orders by SIR HUGH ROSE (LORD STRATHNAIRN), the Commander-inChief of the Bombay Army, when proceeding to assume the chief
command in India. Ten years after the Mutiny came the Abyssinian
Expedition, under SIR R. NAPIER (afterwards LORD NAPIER of Magdab). SIR ROBERT PHAYRE was appointed Quartermaster-General of
that important expedition, and was afterwards made C.B., and A.D.C.
to the QUEEN; for his services on the occasion-which resulted, as our
readers may remember, in the emancipation of Mr. STERN and his
fellow-prisoners from their chains. Between 1869 and 1872 he filled
the responsible post of Political Superintendent, and of Commanderin-Chief of the Cavalry Brigade on the frontier of Upper Scinde.
In 1873 he was selected to be Political Resident at the Court of HIS
HIGHNESS the GAEKWAR of BARODA. On more than one occasion
attempts were made upon his life, but the LORD fa.ithfully watched
over Bis servant, enabling him by His grace to boldly avow his trust
was in his GOD. In l878, on the outbreak of the Second Afghan
War, he was appointed to command a brigade in the field, and served
first as Brigade, and then as Divisional Commander, till 1881, at the close
of the war, when he was chosen to command the Mhow division in
Central India, an appointment which he held till 1886, closing the
last month or two of his service as PROVISIONAL COMMANDER rn-CHIEF
of the Bombay Army, i~ which he had served forty-eight years.
For his valuable services in the Afghan Campaign, from 1878 to
1881, he was made a Knight Commander of the Most Honourable
Military Order of the Bath, and received the thanks of both Houses
of Parliament. About eighteen months since the QUEEN was pleased
to promote him to the high dignity of Grand Cross of the Bath
(G.C.B.), in recognition -of his services generally during forty-eight
years.
And now, during the evening ot his days, this noble Christian
soldier is devoting )lis time and strength to the cause of the Gospel
of GOD'S grace, and to the maintenance of Bible Protestantism in
London and throughout the provinces, wherever his DIVINE CAPTAIN
is pleased to command his services. On many an occasion within
the past ten years GENlmAL SIR ROBERT PHAYRE has taken the chair
at Protestant lectures delivered by the EDITOR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
An earnest, spiritual address of his at the Clifton Conference, in 1893
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on the" Gospel of the Kingdom," will not soon be forgotten by those
who ~ad the privilege of hearing it. Our various Protestant and
Evangelical Societies delight to secure his inspiring presence, and to
obtain his powerful advocacy of their principles and opjects on public
occasions; and the willingness with which he responds to such onerous
demands on his leisure affords a practical example which younger
Ohristians would do well to follow.
The galla.nt Ohristian GENERAL also wields a potent pen, and his
published works, both expository and controversial, have enjoyed a
very wide circulation. SIR ROBERT is always pleased to hear from
sympathizers with Protestant work; and should any of our readers
wish to possess copies of his various pamphlets and tracts, they may
obtain them on writing to his residence, 64, St. George's Square,
London, S.W. May the GOD of all grace richly own the faithful and
fearless testimony of His dear servant in these perilous times, and
grant that his" bow" may long" abide in strength."
REAL SUBSTANOE IN SPIRITUAL THINGS.
By substance is meant the grace of the Spirit, which is termed substance in Scripture. "Keep sound wisdom." In tqe Hebrew it is,
" Keep substance." Hence it is grace is called "tried gold, and the
true riches "-that is, real substance, which partakes of the fulness of
God. Why is grace called substance ~ For its preciousness. It is
a treasure made up of precious things. God causeth those who love
Him to inherit substance. The object is Ohrist, who is infinitely
delicious. He is the wonder of Heaven. The Lord doth not put off
His people with words, or feed them with air, but He gives them
substance. Grace gives the believer union with Ohrist, and partner.
ship with Him in all His unsearchable riches.
If every flower were a ruby, and every grain of sand a diamond,
and every taper a star, it were not to be named in the same day
with grace. Grace is suMtance for its suitableness, because it alone
can fill the soul. Knowledge fills the head, but grace alone can fill
the heart. Grace is substance because it satisfies, but God never put
a satisfying virtue into any creature. "In the fulness of his sufficiency
he shall be in straits" (Job xx. 22). The child of God shall be
satisfied from himself; he hath that within which makes him contented and happy. When the Ohristian loses his earthly comforts,
which he cannot keep, he is able to keep that treasure which he
cannot lose. Death cannot waste this substance, "The righteous hath
hope in his death." When his strength fails and his property is
taken away, still his golden duction is left, his hope in Ohrist abides.
Then the true wisdom is to know God; the true honour to be born
of God; the true beauty to have the image of God; the true riches
to be rich in faith; the true delight to have joy in the Holy Ghost;
and the true happiness to £lee God.-Thomas Watson.
NOTHING can separate us trom the life of the First Adam but the
life of the last Adam.-Howels.
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OUTLINES OF A BIBLE CLASS LESSON.
" What wilt thou? And she said unto him, Give me a blessing."-.
JUDGES i. 14,
15.
.

,

OI!' the several notable requests for blessing in Holy Scripture, there is

the character of those who sought the blessing they obtained to be
observed. At once to the mind of each reader will the instance of
wrestling. Jacob present itself.
"And" (the Man who had wrestled
with Jacob until the breaking of the day) "He said, Let Me go, for the
day breaketh. And he said, I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless
me." Who/art thou, 0 wrestling man, that thou shouldest hold Me, nor
let Me go until I have bestowed the sought-for blessing 1 A wormJacob.
"I know Thee, Saviour, who Thou art,
.Jesus, the feeble sinner's Friend;
Nor wilt Thou with the night depart,
But stay, and love me to the end:
Thy mercies never shall remove,
Thy nature and Thy name is Love."
"I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." It must be an
individual, personal, select blessing to be a blessing at all to the poor
needy one. Do we not often sing in the hymn, "Blessing others,
oh, bless me" 1 That is the blessing Jacob sought for and obtained,
and such as you and I need, dear young readers. J abez, again, "Called
on the God of Israel, saying, 0 that Thou wouldest bless me indeed,
and. enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with me, and that
Thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me. And
God granted him that he requested." 'What a cluster of requests, and
how requisite to the circumspect walk, is well known to the hearts of
all God's dear children. They want a blessing from His hand. Then
they desire an enlargement of their coast, a growth and expansion in
grace, and a keeping Power from evil; that they adorn the doctrine of
God their Saviour in all things, ever remembering their sealing ; so
that they grieve not the Holy Spirit of God by any inconsistency of
conduct-any backsliding, which shall bring reproach on His dear
Name-any yielding to temptation, which shall assuredly retard their
spiritual growth in grace. Dear young friends, may our hearts be often
uplifted with the words of Jabez' prayer; and that God will grant you
your request, according to promise, I doubt not;
"For He Himself has bid you pray,
Therefore will not say thee nay."
Again, as in the case of David, having received blessing ourselves,
we shall long to see others also dealt with from our King's treasury.
He has a store-house of love, and "never yet said to the seeking house
of Jacob, Seek ye My face in vain." Having experienced this love

The Gospel Mag-azine.

175

yourself, with the blessing kindling a glow in your heart, you seek
for it thus to be imparted to others. David prays, "Therefore let
it please Thee to bless the house of Thy servant, that it may continue
for ever before Thee; for Thou, 0 Lord, hast spoken it: and with Thy
blessing let the house of Thy servant be blessed for ever." This is
an evidence of adoption in the living family, for the heart is led out
by the influence of the Holy Spirit to those for whom the Lord has
reserved a blessing; for" everyone that loveth Him that begat loveth
him also that is begotten of Him."
The character of those who thus seek for and obtain a blessing is:such as put their trust in Him (PEalm ii. 12); such as fear Him, and
walk in His ways (Psalm exxviii. 1); such as He chooses to draw
nigh unto Him (Psalm lxv. 4); such as have a saving knowledge of
Jesus as an all· sufficient Saviour (Matt. xvi. 17); such as mourn for
their sins (Matt. v. 4); such as are lowly, and humble, and sensible
of their lost and undone condition and inability to help themselves
(Matt. v. 3); such as hunger and thirst after Him (Matt. v. 6); who
do not associate themselves with evil doers (Psalm i. 1); and whose
transgressions are pardoned, and whose sins are covered (Psalm
xxxii. 1).
We have seen, then, the blessing of seeking, the need of seeking, the
character of those who seek, and· the ever-ready response of God to
His seeking ones. Let us now take the lesson from which our text
is taken-Achsah's request. When the Israelites, on the passage from
Egypt to Canaan,· had arrived at Paran, Moses was commanded of God
to send forth twelve men, one from each tribe, to explore the promised
land, and ascertain its situation, fertility, &c. Caleb and Joshua were
amongst them, and after making their tour. of forty days, returned,
bringing some of the product of the laud. This showed the children
of Israel the fruitfulness of Canaan, but they were discouraged at the
same time by the report of some of the explorers, declaring unto them
that the people of this land were very numerous, and gigantic in
stature. Caleb sees the discouraging effect this has upon the little
band of Israelites, who, in comparison to other nations, were "the
fewest of all people," and relying upon the strength, promise, and
faithfulness of J ehovah, proposes to go up and take the land. But
further discQuragements from, and faithlessness of the people, who are
inclined to revolt against Moses and Aaron, desiring a new leader,
bring much grief to Caleb and Joshua, who endeavour to re~assure
the people that the land will prove all that has been promised them,
and much more. But unbelief prevails, and they are ready to stone
Joshua and Caleb; for which the solemn words were spoken, "Surely
there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good
land, which I sware to give unto your fathers. . . . Save Caleb the
son of J ephuDlleh; he shall see it, and to him will I give the land th\tt '
he had trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly
followed the Lord. . . . . And Joshua the son of Nun . . . . he
shall go in thither. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit
it."
Then, after a lapse of years, we have that interesting interview
betw~en Caleb and Joshua (Joshua xiv.), when as an old man Oaleb
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claims his portion, and obtains by privilege Hebron, which is Kirjath.
Arba. He thereupon proposes that unto the man who takes Kirjath.Sepher,
and so rids him of the children of Anak, who had their stronghold
and centre in this place, to him will he give his daughter Achsah to
wife. To be married into the family of the chief prince of Judah's
tribe was a great honour, and this honour was deputed to Othniel,
the son of Kenaz, and kinsman to Caleb.
And now we come tu our text. In being conducted from her
ather'll house to her husband, "it came to pass, when she came, that
she moved him to ask of her father a field, and she lighted from off
her ass; and Caleb said, What wilt thou 1 And she said unto
him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land;
give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper
springs and the nether springs." She wanted something over and
above, something better than she had already. He had given
before, and she knew her father well enough to believe he wouH
delight to give her "much more than these." "Give me a blessing" ;
that is, an inheritance. A south land had been given her, but now
she wants springs of water. She asked a blessing of a man of God,
and did faith's eye perceive that she would gain a still richer blessing
and portion from her father's God 1 Does her petition inspire within
some reader's heart that request to the Fountain Head of all life,
love, and blessing, even our Lord's own words, "If thou knewest the
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink;
thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given thee
living water . . . . . Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him,
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. The
woman saith unto Him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not,
neither come hither to draw" 1
Oh, what a mercy to have such a way of access, such a God to go
direct to with Achsah's request, "Give mll a blessing. Thou hast
given me a south land-favour and privileges-give me also springs of
water bubbling up into everlasting life." And may we hear His
Word, His loving, glad response, "From this day will I bless you."
It is a large request, but not too much for Him who has incited,
the desire to grant. "Give me a blessing," is to the child of God,
" Give me Thyseli, Lord. 'Give me Christ, or else I die.' Let me be
with Thee in close and holy fellowship, walking and talking to Thee
as my best and nearest Friend. And soon let me be with Thee
where ThoU. art, for blessing begun in grace below shall consummate
in glory above.
Give me Thyself, Lord, whose gracious Presence
shall impart more and more of Thine own image, drive out every
enemy, and tear down every idol; enable Thy child to surmount
all difficulties, cast out fear, and reveal a part of heaven within."
.. Grant these requests-I ask no more,
But to Thy care the rest resign;
Sick or in health, rich or poor,
All shall be well if I am Thine."
R.
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OUTLINE OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. J. A.
WALLINGER.
"Therefore being justified by faith, we ha've peace with God, through mu'
L01'd Jesus Ch1-ist: by whom also we have access by faith into this grace
whenin we stand, and 1'ejoice in hope of the gl01'y of Cod."-RoMANS v. 1, 2.
are four topics brought before us in these words :-1. Justification. 2. Peace. 3. Access. 4. Rejoicing in hope.
Justification as named in the text is treated of in the preceding
chapter by the history of Abraham, and how he came to be justified,
for it is said, "He believed God, and it was imputed to him for
righteousness." . Not that faith was his righteousness, no; faith was
but the eye that saw it-the hand to lay hold of the work that Christ
had finished. Justified through the faith that saw the work Christ
had done, Abraham was, considered righteous, not for wh,at he had
done, but for what Christ had accomplished. The righteousness of
God in Christ belongs to all that believe, as much as to Abraham.
He believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness." The
learned BEZA, who lived in the time of LUTHER, altered the punctuation
of this passage, and put the stop after the word justified. "Being
justified, we have peace with God."
Faith is as an eye that sees it
is all the work of God in Christ. So it is said, "We are justified
by God, justified by blood, justified by grace, and justified by faith,"
but all extraneous of the creature, all apart from human power, man
having no hand in it whatever. Some tell us that justification by
faith is the grand support of a standing Church-but what do you
think of this, justification without faith ~ For justification goes before
faith, and if you were not justified before you believed, you never
would have believed at all, for faith is God's gift to His family
whom He hath chosen in Christ-accepted in the Beloved and eternally
justified. So justification goes first, and faith follows as an eye to
see what God has done; and what a blessed gift is this, to see sin
put away, covered, hid, not imputed, and the believer standing in the
righteousness of God, seen in His righteousness, despite our own
unrighteousness-righteous and unrighteous at the same time! for you
will never get rid of your sin as long as you are here. Guilt, failings, temptations, misery, wretchedness, all belong to our time-state
and our fallen nature; but I hope you hate it; I hope you are not
"rolling sin under your tongue as a sweet morsel," 'as they used to
say of old; I hope it is odious to you, hateful, abominable. I hope
you do not hug it to your bosom as something you can't bear to part
with. Ah! if you are a child of God you must have more than a
notion of what justification really is, depend upon it, Felt sin groaned
under, trials that stir up sin will strip you of your own rightEousness
and make you prize a better righteousuess. J',stified souls know that
a sense of it has a boJifying, purifying effect upon the mind. It
separates the sinner from his sin; it makes you hate it, loathe it,
groan under it, and say with the Apostle Paul, "We wait for the hope
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of righteousness." We have not got it; oppressed and depressed, cast
down, tempted, harassed day by day with views of vile self, odious
self, we may well long for the time when we shall be rid of it all.
Ah! my friends, I would not give much for your religion if you have
not a broken heart; Christ comes to break His people's hearts, and
you know a broken vessel is not worth much to hold. I hope the
Lord has broken some hearts here, and that you can hold nothing,
so you 'must needs run to Jesus, and plead His blood and righteousness as your all in all.
2. Now we come to our second point-Peace. What know you of
this peace 1 It is just what some of you want. "Being justified, by
faith we have peace with God," and none have it but the justified
by grace, by blood, by God; aye, and more than this-none can have
it but those to whom this righteousness is revealed as theirs, and then
follows peace. Dea.r friends, have you got at peace yet 1 Job said,
"Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at peace," but can you do
it 1 Then, say some, what is the use of saying so 1 Why, to tell
you and me the way in which peace is obtained, by acquaintance
with God; and that sweet word comes in further to explain it, "I
know the thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an expected end." Not a doubt but some here
would give all they possess to know that God was at peace' with
them; others, in an unconverted state, are totally careless about this
peace, indifferent as to whether God is at peace with you or not.
Others of you, perhaps, are in false peace, built upon your own
doiugs, and vague views of the mercy of God. But God's peace
comes from this, "being justified." If you think you are at peace
with Him and yet never had any sense of justification by blood, by
faith, by God-why then, you are in a deep delusion, and dying so
must be lost to all eternity.
But what a blessed state is this,
Cl Being justified, by faith we· have peace with God."
Who then shall
condemn if God acquit 1 "Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect 1 it is God that justifies." Is it not enough that Christ
has died 1 No, it is not enough-He must rise again, for the justification of His saints, and ascend up on high, and so by His advocacy and intercession and exaltation, confirm the hopes of the Church,
and send down the blessings He promised to bestow.
Acquaintance
with this, by the Holy Ghost, is the way of peace. So you have it in
that sweet passage in Isaiah xxvii., "Or let him take hold of My
strength, that he may make peace with Me, and he shall make peace
with Me." God's strength is Christ, all power is His, and He lives
to exert it on behalf of His people. So if you take hold of Christ,
if you grasp Christ, and you take hold of the strength of God, in that
strength there is peace. Peace in Me-tribulation in the world. "Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest." He that believeth eritereth into rest, into peace. Are you at peace
with God 1 Do you know what it is to walk with God in agreement,
fellowship, union with His will 1
You know it is impossible
for His people to walk happily together unless they are agreed.
There can be no real fellowship with the Father, no walking
with Christ, unless you are at peace with God.
Enoch, we read,
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walked with God, he was at peace with Him. Christ hath made
peace, but this is not enough-no, indeed it is not. Peace must be
revealed, enjoyed, dropped into the soul by divine power, and thus
you come to know peace was made for you. Some here know nothing
of this peace, others of you lived many years ignorant about ,it, and
yet it was made for you, and all for whom the peace was made must
have it revealed to them some time or other, and does it not touch
your heart to think of the grace that revealed this peace to you ~
But there isa powerful enemy to this peace and all who have it.
This enemy hates peace. He hates the enjoyment of God's peace,
and hates peace among the brethren. He hates the inward possession
of it, he hates the manifestation of it in love and union with the
Church. He would break up the peace between God and His saints,
and he would introduce nothing else but strife and discord among the
saints of God. Now such of you as have tasted of peace, are you not
made to feel Satan's work is to break it up, and instead of peace, to
make you at war with God, to set you to walk contrary to God,
which calls down frowns, anger, chastisement, the rod, and rebukes;
to introduce darkness, rebellion, and discontent into the mind, stir up
strife and anger in your breast ~ Some of you have found all this to
be true, and if God has re·established your peace, set all right between
you and Him, made you sit at His feet, indulged you with His
smiles, blessed you with .His love, dropped a sweet and heavenly calm
into your souls, take care it is not broken. Call to mind what brake
it before; see you avoid that spot. That roaring lion goes about seek·
ing whom he may devour, but he cannot devour a child of God,
though he may devour this peace. "For peace'" said King Hezekiah,
"I had great bitterness." Some of you have been restored again and
again; for bitterness you have had great peace. "But," say you, "surely
not such a case as mine ~ so dead, dark, icy, heartless, senseless, I
almost seem indifferent to restoration." Is it so long then since you
were happy in the Lord, that you almost forget it, that you think
renewal is impossible, that the Lord will never come back to you ~
Is this your case 7 Why, God's people would lie here, and die, and be
lost for ever but for grace, that lifts them out of all their deeps,
takes them out of their sin and guilt and misery, and deserved
destrnction, out of their darkness, rebellion, coldness, wretchedness,
and makes them once more happy in His love, and blessed with His
peace. Surely it' you have been any time in the pathway, you know
something of these exercises.
3. We consider next the .cl ccess: "By whom also we have access by
faith unto this grace wheroin ye stand." We are led into the enjoyment of justification, of peace, of the grace of access; all comes
instrumentally through faith, but efficiently by Christ, "By whom
also we have access." It comes by Jesus Christ, "wherein we stand,"
that is, stand justified; God at peace with us, and we at peace with
Him. Now some ot' you don't stand here, I know. Peter says, "This
is the true grace of God wherein ye stand." I daresay some of you
would be glad enough to stand here and to know that peace belongs
to you, and that you are a child of God. No one comes so far as
that bllt by Christ; for by Him only we have access unto this grace.
,
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So faith comes in as sight to see the justification, and as a heart to
feel the peace, and have access to each of these Gospel privileges.
Oh to have blessed access into these things, to get at them! to be
possessed of them! to know they are ours to enjoy them! To some
of you .these things belong, but you cannot get at them; you have
as yet no access into them. The Lord alone can lead you into these
things. "By whom we have access into this grace." "Ah," say you,
"if I did but know I was justified. If I were but at peace with
God. If I had sweet access to these things! how happy I should be
if I knew it was all right between God and my soul." But how did
you find out your need of these things 1 How did it come that you
felt yourself a sinner, and needed a Saviour that justifies 1 How did
it come about that you lost your false peace and want the peace of
God 1 Why is it that you now want access into these things, when
many a year, it may be, you were indifferent to them 1 I believe,
my dear friends, we must find out that we are all wrong before we
are right--we must be damned in our feelings before we are saved
-we must be wounded before we are healed, and who can tell but
God may be at work in ypur heart to give you, in His own time,
access into these precious things, wherein you already stand, as in
Christ, but as yet have no experience and enjoyment of in your
soul 1 You must see everything against you before you find everything for you. The handwriting on the wall that condemned is
legibly written in the conscience before it is shown to us nailed to
the cross. As a poor tried soul under this state of condemnation,
said to me yesterday, "My Bible is full of tllreatening and judgment.
I never open it but my eye rests on some awful passage that condemns me!" Ah, my friends,' I should be glad to see some of you
in her place-some of you who never were made to feel what you
were, and to groan, being burdened. And terrible work lies before
you, if you are the Lord's, for He must strip you, and wound you,
and show you what a wretch you are. But there is blessedness
before you, too, when you come to know that your sins are put away,
that they art~ nailed t.o His cross, that peace is made for you, and
peace is revealed to you. You know that when Pilgrim reached the
cross, his burden fell off his back. Oh! I well know how blessed,
how efficacious, how healing, how comforting is a sight of that dear
cross, how it weans the heart from earthly things. When Pilgrim saw
a precious Christ by faith suspended on the tree, down fell his burden,
and he felt as light as air. This is God's work in the soul still, as
some here can testify. Your soul was liberated, your sins pardoned,
your burden gone, you hardly felt the ground you trod upon. Why, this
is to experience the power of the cross. Some of you are under fears
about your state. You dread death, you think damnation will follow,
everything seems against you, and the harder you work to get near, the
further off you feel. But if Jesus were to draw nigh and reveal Himself to you, what a change that would produce in your mind and feelings.
4. We come now to the last point-CC Rejoicing in hope." There is
no hope for any that are not justified. I do not mean to their own
apprehension and experience, but I mean as to the fact in the eternal
mind of God. All the people of God are in Christ.. Chosen in Him,
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and accepted in the Beloved, blessed, pardoned, justified, saved; but
they don't know it till the time of revelation comes, when God makes
manifest His love to them, the blood of Christ, the work of Christ,
l'~vealed by the Spirit through the Word. Are you rejoicing in hope 1
Access into this blessed state belongs to the Church of God, and Christ
gives it to them. "By whom we have access into this grace, wherein
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God," for glory is to be
the final work, and the work must be revealed. These things are
the first fruits and earnest, and if these are so precious and blessed,
what will the harvest, the fulness, the glory be 1 Oh, the mighty
power of love revealed and enjoyed in the soul! It is a taste of
heaven, and what must heaven be, where these blessed feelings will
be perpetual, uninterrupted 1 How blessed was the time when you
felt the pardon of sin; how sweet the moment when the love of
Christ was revealed to you, and you felt its divine power conquered
you, melted you, and brought you to His dear feet in wonder, love,
and praise!
Ah! but some of you never felt pardon, some 01 you don't want
pardon. You never felt yourself gUilty, so you do not care about
pardon. Oh, what a mercy to be made sensible of your state, and for
God to show you where you stand as an unpardoned sinner, on the
brink of eternity, and cannot tell how soon you may be called there,
and if you die unpardoned, damned you must be. The Lord make
you to consider this, and cast you into an anxious state, and teach
you to cry to the Lord to show you His salvation, and may the Lord
give you an interest in the four great truths we have been considering-Justification, Peace with God, Access into the truth, and Rejoicing
in hope. The Lord bless His Word.
" WHOSE

I

AM,

AND

WHOM

I

SERVE."

xxvii. 23.)
GOD, whose I am, and whom I serve, And silencing each traitor-thought,
That speaks amiss within.
Is my rich portion blest;
In Him, through Christ my Saviour
"God,
whose I am," this be my
Lord,
badge
Is my soul's peace and rest.
Of sacred livery;
May my life's "ways acknowledge As God's true servant may I serve
Him," .,
In love's own libertyMay He my paths direct;
To choose His perfect will and way,
While I shall, as a loving child,
Though it may trying seem,
His holy will respect:
And humbly walk full in the light
. Doing my daily work each day,
Of heavenly mercy's beam.
As pleasing Him in all ;
The
mercy that, in Christ made
The Spirit aiding me to hear
known,
Each lowliest duty's call.
Saves me from second death,
And quickens me to endless life
Yet making me still wisely deaf
To siren voice of sin,
By God the Spirit's breath.
E. L. T.
Clifton.
(ACTS
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Proverbs Hi. 6.
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THE REUNION OF CHRISTENDOM:

WHAT DOES IT MEA N

THE great importance of this question at the present time induces us
to direct attention to a valuable pamphlet, bearing the above title,
which has lately bp-en published by Mr. M. J. TRYON, of Stamford.
The pamphlet consists of a lecture delivered at Croydon last year, by
Mr. TRYON, under the auspices-if we do not mistake-of the
excellent Calvinistic Protestant Union. At any rate, the Society's
name appear;; on the title-page, as publishers of the bl'ochure. We
reproduce it, in the hope that our friends who value the pure truth
of God, and who are alive to the perils of these last days, will actively
promote the circulation of the able and Scriptural arguments of the
author against any fellowship with a movement, which denies the Divine
and indissoluble unity of the elect Church of God in Ohrist.
As it is our intention to return to the subject next month-if the
Lord permit-we now content ourselves by quoting Mr. TRYON's
opening pages, in the course of which he deals with the primary
question-" What is Christendom?" He says:The subject to which I have to invite your serious consideration is,
as I hope to show you, of more importance than people generally seem
willing to admit. We are told that the Pope is anxious to bring about
the Reunion of the Eastern and Western Churches, also that a large
section of the Church of England, including many of her bishops, look
'with favour, to say the least, on the possibility of being united more
closely than they are now to Rome.
As far as Rome is concerned, she has been working hard in our country
for may years, gradually acquiring more and more power and influence,
till at last she feels strong enough to press forward a scheme, the
accomplishment of which she has ever had her heart set upon; that
scheme being, as you know, the exaltation of the Papacy as the one and
only Church, to the exclusion of all other Churches. The" Reunion of
Christendom" and the "ConversIOn of England to the Papacy" are
essential to the success of her ambition. To show you that there is
nothing new in this scheme of "Reunion" and "Conversion of England," lately proclaimed as the mission of CARDINAL VAUGHAN, let me
read you the words of his predecessor, MANNING. They are taken from
the Tablet, August 6th, 1859: .. It is good for us to be in England. If
ever there was a land in which work is to be done, and perhaps much
to suffer, it is he1'e. I shall not say too much if I say that we have to
subjugate and subdue, to conquer and to rule an imperial race; we
have to do with a will which reigns throughout the world as the will of old
Rome reigned once; we have to bend or break that will which nations
and kingdoms have found invincible and inflexible. Were heresy (Pro-'
testantism) conquered in England it wo.'.11d be conquered throughout the
world; all its lines meet here, and therefore in England the Church
(R.C.) of God must be gathered in its strength."
I beg you to notice
the words "subjugate and subdue," "conquer and I'ule," "bend or
break," and you may form some idea of the means to be used to bring
about " Reunion" and the "Conversion of Great Britain." Such terms
remind us of the days of the Inquisition; theY,remind us of the faggot
and the stake; and though we are told that Rome has altered, and that
she will never persecute again, yet let me remind you that the Rome
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to-day is more, far more, uUramontane - far more intolera.utthan the Rome of the dark ages. If Rome has changed, it is 101' the
worse, and not for the better. The extract we have read to you might
dispel every illusion on this subject; if words mean anything a.t all,
Rome declares that where and when she can she will use force to secure
her ends, and what those ends are we hope presently to show you.
But now let me draw your attention to the subject of my lecture in
the following order:I. What is Christendom?
What do the advocates of Reunion mean by the terms" Reunion"
and "Christendom"?
Ill. What will Reunion cost?
IV. What is the object of Reunion?
V. Will Reunion ever take place?
First. What is Ohristendom l Let us find out the meaning of the
word, and then we shall be easily able to answer the queBtion. Christendom means "Christ's dom." The affix "dom" is the Saxon tH'm for
"doom." "Christ's dom," then, means ," Christ's doom," just as the
word "kingdom" means the" king's doom." By the word "kingdom"
we understand the territory and the persons over whom a king exercises
" doom "-that is, magisterial authority according to the laws of the
kingdom-the king, the laws, the subjects being essential t,o a kingdom. So
with Christendom-it is Christ's" doom," that is, the persons over whom
the Lord Jesus Christ administers the laws; these three being essential
to Christendom-Cbl'ist, His subjects, and HIS laws. In Other words,
Christendom is the Church of the living God, the "one body" of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the congregation of the faithful. Now let me read
you a few verses from the Word of God to show you what Christendom is:"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all" (Eph. iv. 4.6).
"Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 10ve4 the Church,
and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wl'inkle, or any Buch
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. . . . . For we
are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v.
24, 25, 26 and 30). "But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and Ch1ll'ch of the
first. born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all;
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator
of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
better things than that of Abel" (Heb. xii. ~2.24). "For as the body
is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, beillg many, are one .body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit
are we all baptised iuto one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free j and. have been all made to drink into one
Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 12. 13). Here you see the body-the Church-is
called" Cbrist"-"so also is Christ."
The words we have read
you-and there are many more, all to the
same effect, throughout the Bible-show us that Christendom-the
Cburch-is in living, vital, eternal union with the Lord Jesus Christ;
that, in other words, what distinguishes the Church of God from all
falsQ Churches is its union to the Son of God. So real is this union
that the Church cannot exist if severed from its Head, and may we
not say that the existence of the Church is essential to the existence
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of the Lord Jesus Christ P There can be no living body without a
hea.d; there can be no head without a body. This union of the" body"
to Its Head is not tneoretical or speculative; it is practical, it is real,
it is enjoyed sooner or later by those who, being the subjects of Divine
teaching, are bl'ou!!ht to live a life of faith on the Son of God; being
united to Him by faith, they are united to the people of God, the one
"dom "-the Cuurch-Christ'!ndom. If it be objected that there are so
many divisions amongst Protestants, we answer, "There are Protestants
and Protestant~"; and that" As to the divisions amongst the people of
God, amongst Protestants, and for the matter of that amongst Papists,
the differences are more apparent than real-they are differences of
heaq but not of heart; they (the people of God) are all taught by one
Spirit, and Jesus Christ is the common object of their faith, and therefore they are 'one body.''' If this is a fair definition of the term
"Christendom," surely the Reunion of Christendom should be easy of
accomplishment. If Protestants are believers in Jesus Christ, and if
Papists are believers in Jesus Christ, and therefore equally members of
His one body, it should be an easy matter to adjust our differences, as
they can be only in externals and forms, &c. Being one ill heart, we
onght to be prepared to be visibly one. But if Protestants are believers
in Jesus Christ, and Roman Uatbolics are not believers in Jesus Christ
in that way that people taught of God believe, how can Protestants
and Roman Catholics be united? The first essential of union is
lacking-we disagree as to who is the head of the body! But let me
here remind you of the absurdity of the proposed Reunion of Christendom. Whilst pleading for it, CARDINAL VAUGHAN, by proclaiming
that "English orders are invalid," asserts that Protestants are not
Ohristians. If sacraments are essential to salvation, and if the clergy
of the Church of England are disqualified from administering those
sacraments through the loss of the so-called "Apostolic succession,"
it follows that there are no Christians amongst Protestants, for this
affects Nonconformists equally with Conformists. Then we ask, if
Protestants are not Christians, where is the honesty in this professed
anxiety to bring about the Reunion of Christendom P
But I am, in the second place, to show you what its advocates mean
by the Reunion of Christendom.
Here I may be very brief. By
Reunion they mean Re.uniformity, and you will see at once that the
terms are not interchangeable: you may have union, with diversity of
form; on the other hand, you may have uniformity without any union.
By Reunion, Rome means a cold, hard, dead, stereotyped uniformity
of doctrine, of creed, of ceremonies, of rites, of ritual, &c.-a uniformity
that will destroy human individuality and responsibility, and will
l'educe the people to the slavel'y and servility of sacramentalism and
priestcraft.
By Christendom, as you will see more fully presently, she means
Romanism pure and simple, and, remember, Dot the Romanism of the
dark ages, but the Romanism of the nineteenth century-the Romanism
of 1870, when Rome by the proclamation of her Infallibility proclaimed
her Intolerance. She says there is only one Church, and that Church
is Rome, and its head is the Pope of Rome; its mission' is to
seduce or force all men into its fold, and any means are justifiable for
the consummation of such an end. Rome knows no Christendom but
hel'self .
.
(To be contmuld.)
OH, for grace to cast every care, as it arises, on Him who bare all
our sin, and who will now bear all the sorrow.-Evans.
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A GOOD MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST.
THE Apostolic precept addressed to young Timothy, in his capacity of
a Gospel minister, has become singularly necessary in the "perilous
times" in which we ourselves are living. "If thou put the brethren
in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of
Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine,
whereunto thou hast attained." And what, it mav be asked, were
"these things" ~ The context of the passage (1 Tim. iv.) repliesapostasy from the faith of the Gospel, in the last days. "The Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith." Then the Spirit goes on to identify this apostasy by its
leading features, its errors in doctrine and practice. Thus we plainly
have the mind and will of God revealed to us. He will have His
ministers warn simple-minded souls of the perils surrounding them,
and point out the falseness of the teaching of antichristian men in
the visible Church. Controversy is an essential element in the work
of "a good minister" of Christ. He must contend:earnestly for the true
and pure faith of the Holy Word. Silence is impossible. Whatsoever
touches the honour of the Son of God must be exposed, resisted,
rejected. It is to be feared, however, that this important branch of
pastoral duty is sadly neglected in our times. This being so, it
affords us peculiar satisfaction to call attention to the action taken at
Brigliton by the faithful Vicar of St. IJuke's, Prestonville, the Rev.
GEORGE HEWITT, who has organized a course ef Protestant Sermons
to be delivered at his church on succeeding Thursday evenings. The
first of the series was preached by the Rev. J. GRUNDY, Vicar of St.
Stephen's, Lambeth, on the 20th ult., who took for his subject, "The
Christian's Altar." On the 27th, the Rev. G. H. HEWITr (the Vicar's
son, whose portrait appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE last month),
preached on "The One Mediator," while the following eminent
witnesses to the truth have consented to deIj.ver pulpit addresses on
subsequent Thursday evenings:-Rev. C. H. W ALLER, D.D.,. on
"Absolution"; Rev. J. C. MARTIN, on "The One Offering"; Rev.
W. B. FERRIs, on" Christian Unity"; Rev. M. SWEETNAM on "Sign~
of the Times"; and Rev. T. H. SPARSHOLT on "The Protestant
Doctrine ot Free Grace." Mr. HEWI'IT'S plan is worthy of general
adoption, and we are sure that the Church Association, under whose
auspices the Brighton movement has been organized, would be only
too glad to co·operate in any way for a similar object in other
parishes. The Vicar of St. Luke's, Prestonville, is "a good minister
of Jesus Christ," and we heartily bid him God-speed in His Scriptural
endeavour to maintain in its purity the faith and worship of our
Protestant forefathers, the Reformers and Martyrs.
NOTHING but the knowledge of God can bring the human intellect
to matudty.-Howels.
IF we have God for our portion, though everything else be swept from
us, we shall do well.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I have just received the following little acknowledgment
of your excellent paper, the B1'itish Protestant. It is cheering in these
dark days to be assured that our labours are valued and productive of
good fruit, under God.
FROM SOUTH AFRICA.
I herewith send you a Post-Office Order. Please accept it as a small
offering towards the good work you are doing for the cause of Protestantism,
and I pray that our Father may bless you more and more. The British
Protestant is very acceptable, and is distributed in many pal'ts, and much
appreciated by all.
FROM A MISSIONARY:
I have once more to thank you fm' monthly parcel of pure Gospel
literature. It rejoicE'S me very much to be the medium through which
the printed page of God's truth is put into the hands of sailors. May
the Holy Spirit apply it to many hearts, that numbers may be quickened
into newness of life. that henceforth they may live for His glory, and
show forth His praises amongst men. I have recently had very pleasing
testimonies given me respecting the profit and instruction derived from
reading Old Jonathan, Protestant Echo, The Sowe1', &c. The GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and Gospel Advocate always contain a feast of rich things for
the soul to feed upon. I see that the Memoir of the late beloved Editor
is published; it must be a wonderful record of a gracious life. I trust
it will be abundantly blessed to the whole household of faith; for he
was faithful unto death, not shunning to declare the whole counsel of
God.
If any friend has a copy to spare of dear Mr. COWELL'S Memoir, and
would be pleased to give it to the writer of the above letter, I shall
be glad to transmit it to him.
Thanking you for your kindness,
I am, very sincerely yours,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
I, Wilton Place, Salisbury, l'ebrua1'y 7th) 1896.

IF without the knowledge of Christ, without a due consideration
of His Person, we think to follow Him only for His benefits, for the
advantage which we hope to havA by Him, which is to follow for
the loaves, we shall be found strangers to Him when we think we
are in. a better state and condition. For if we regard only those
things whereof we have advantage, so that we may have our sin
pardoned, our iniquities done away, and our souls saved, we would
not care whether there was a Christ to trust in or no; but as this
tends not to the glory of God, so neither will it tend to the advantage of our souls, for He must be valued above all for His own
sake, or for the sake of what He is Himself.-Owen.
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ANOTHER FRAGRANT LETTER FROM THE LATE
MR. WILLIAM MATTHEWS.
Woolwich, March l~t, 1842.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I duly received your welcome epistle of the
26th ult., and was glad to find my last scribble was not unprofitahle
to you, and that your dear partner continued to gradually improve.
This is encouragement to thank God and take courage. I have
you still on my mind in my daily approaches to the throne Qf grace;
and I am certain that the Lord inclines His ear to my petitions for your
welfare, although I have not that heavy weight and concern which I
had for about a month on your account. Still, I have much fervency
of spirit, attended with solid peace, quietness, and thankfulness of heart.
Our God delights in the prayers of His people, when put up in honesty
and uprightness of heart. "The prayer of the upright is His delight"
(Prov. xv. 8). And" He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and
not despise their prayer" (Psalm. cii. 17). Now, a man naturally can
be upright although destitute; he can state his destitution, and honestly
and uprightly tell you what were the causes that led to his present
destitute state. So we can be upright with God in the midst of
sIJiritual and temporal destitution; that is, to honestly tell Him our
whole hearts, and keep nothing back, cloaking nothing, dissembling
nothing; judging ourselves for what is wrong, condemning ourselves,
and acknowledgin~ what wrath and indignation we deserve at His
hands for abusing His mercies, and not walking according to His
Word:; but that He will not deal with us after our sins, nor reward
us according to our iniquities; in wrath to remember mercy, for His
name's sake, to pardon our iniquity, for it is great; to heal.our backslidings and love us freely, and for His beloved Son's sake deliver
us from everything that holds us in bondage, thraldom, and captivity;
to grant us a free spirit, and open His hand wide unto us that our
hearts may rejoice in his goodness and in His mercy, so that we may
join with our whole soul with His servant of old, "Not unto us, 0 Lord,
not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for
Thy truth's sake ". (Psalm cxv. 1). The Lord will make His people know
that He is a God hearing and answering prayer; He will let them see
how He honours prayer, and what He can do in answer to prayer.
And sure I am we need the exhortation, "Be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer" (1 Pet. iv. 7). I can find, if I have any care on
my mind that I do not make a subject of prayer, it eats away my
peace like a canker; but in carrying it to a throne of grace I get
relief and easement, and my peace is restored. But if it is again
disturbed, again I carry it to God, and never give it up until peace
is firmly established in my mind; and this is what we are told to do,
"Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iv. 6, 7). At tbis work we are
more. thanraJmatch for~devils or men, sin and corruption, snares or
traps," pove~ty or diseases; and it is a proof of great faith in the
heart, when amidst all discouragements from God and His children,
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we patiently and determinedly keep on. "Though He slay me, yet
will I trust in Him." "I will not let Thee go except Thou bless
me."
And to encourage our hearts to do this, Our Lord "spake a
parable to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint"
(Luke xviii. 1). In this, my dear friend, lies our strength. It is "in
waiting upon Him that our strength is renewed" (Isaiah xl. 31). It is a
mark of election, "Shall not God avenge His own elect, that cry day a!1d
night unto Him ~ "
You and I can become Israelites indeed in no other way but by overcoming God in prayer. Every trouble brings its labour and travail of
soul to a child of God; and until he gets an answer from God as to
that particular trouble, his peace and quietness are marred, although
the least hint from the Holy Spirit will set all straight: as Mr.
HUNTINGTON says, "He steers by sensation, and veers by a hint." And
by sowing obedience to that hint or sensation of the anointing within
him, he reaps peace. Men look for great things, that they may have
something to glory in; but the Holy Spirit's work in us is to stain
the pride of all glory save in Christ Jesus and His cross. He brings
us down to the dust and the dunghill, and this is a strange work to
us, and our proud hearts murmur, fret, and rebel against it; our
paths are rough and crooked, and our way is hid, so that we cannot
see to the end. "He turneth man to destruction, and then says,
Return, ye children of men" (Psalm xc. 3).
"Before honour is
humility." And God alone knows what is best, and what is sufficient
to humble our proud spirits, and make us put our mouths in the
dust, if so be there may be hope. But this one thing I have always
remarked in the Lord's dealings with me, that He has brought me
to lie passive in His hand before He turned my captivity with
destruction before me-according to natural appearances-but a hope in
His mercy and in His Word, "They shall not be ashamed that wait'
for Me." And although' I have sometimes escaped with the skin of
my teeth as it were, yet I have. escaped; and the longer my humbling,
labour, and travail have been, -and the lower I have been brought,
the longer and greater hath been my day of prosperity that has
followed; and so I believe you will find it. Be not discouraged at
the roughness of the way, for it is a right way, and the same afflictions have been, and are now, accomplished in your brethren that are
in the world. I am tired of hearing the ministers of the day, for
generally they know very little of the Spirit's work, and often stretch
out over a child of God their own "line of confusion and stones of
emptiness" (Isaiah xxxiv. 11). Very different this to what is promised,
"Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in
heart" (Psalm xcvii. 11).
I often think of Eastbourne, and pl'ay for its prosperity, especially
the Fishery. But let men know that it is the Lord that doeth these
things. Your little band at Sea-side are the salt of the place to preserve it from corruption, and make and keep it sweet. Therefore let
us pray, "0 Lord, I beseech Thee, send now prosperity" (Psalm
cxviii. 25).
With love to yourself and partner, I remain, thine to serve,

To Mr. Richard Douch, Eastbourne.

WILLIA?l1 MATTHEWI'>.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE expedition to Ashantee ended very successfully, withcsut any
fighting or bloodshed. Coomassie, the' capital, was entered without
opposition, and the king and his chiefs surrendered unconditionally.
It is hoped that very satisfactory results will follow. The whole
country will now be placed under British rule; human sacrifices will be
abolished; an extensive trade will, in all probability, be developed;
and new opportunities opened up for the civilizati,on and evangelization of the people. The expedition appears to have been admirably
managed, and every care taken to preserve the health of the JIlen
engaging in it; but; notwithsbanding this care, a few fell victims to
the unhealthiness of the climate, amongst them being a son-in-law of
HER MAJESTY the QUEEN, PRINCE HENRY of BATTENBERG. Much
sympathy has been manifested towards the Royal Family in this
bereavement. The Prince had not, indeed, occupied a very prominent
position in the life of the court or nation, nor had he won for himself
any conspicuous measnre of popularity; but his nearness to the person
of HER MAJESTY, and the regard in which she was understood to
hold the husband of her youngest daughter, were enough to secure
for him a distinct position in public regard. It is strange that an
expedition which attained its end without a shot being fired, should
nevertheless have cost the life of a Prince associated by marriage with
the QUEEN upon the throne.
News, also, of another remarkable success, comes to us from Africa.
A great chieftain, or king, in Central Africa, named MWASIGUNGU,
has for a long time supported and carried on a widely extended
slave-trade. He seems to have been the head of a powerful confederacy of chiefs, who were determined to carry on that fearfully
cruel and devastating trade at all hazards. Every moral persuasion,
and every feasible effort seems to have been made to stop this fearful
evil, but to no purpose. The confederacy, with this powerful king at
. their head, would listen to no reason, and they strongly disputed the
right of the British nation to interfere with their man-hunting
expeditions. At length they declared war against us. They probably
thought that tbey would easily defeat the small force which we have
in that part of Africa, but they were utterly mistaken. Two ~ritish
officers, Lieutenant ALSTON and Captain STEWART, wi.th only one
hundred and fifty Sikhs and some native levies, marched boldly into
the country of the slave-dealers, and in three battles succeeded in
utterly routing King MWASIGUNGU and the other chiefs, although they
had at their disposal a force of twenty thousand fighting men. The
danger and difficulty of the enterprise can be judged from the fact
that two strong stockades had to be taken by assault, and Lieutenant
ALSTON is mentioned as having gallantly led the storming parties.
Fifty towns were captured by the victorious British troops, and six
hundred prisoners, including fourteen chiefs, fell into their hands.
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One of the latter, evidently a notorious character, and known to have
murdered some Englishmen, was taken to the shores of Lake Nyassa,
and there tried, condemned, and executed. The loss in the slavedealers' army was great, while six of the brave Sikhs seem to have
fallen on our side. The capture of ninety guns, and the reopening
of the trade routes to the Luapula river, are not the greatest
advantages which will be derived from this remarkable military
achievement. We may be certain that the prestige of the Arab dealers
in human misery will have received a shattering blow in all the
regions between the Portuguese border and the Loangwa; while, on
the other hand, the ability of the British to make their Protectorate
of the country a reality will have been most forcibly impressed on the
native mind. Not only has the capital of the presumptuous monarch
been captured, but a fort has been built there which is now garrisoned
by Protectorate troops, so that there will be a standing pledge and
symbol of our authority in the heart of the country. Thus gradually
and irrevocably the tide of civilization sweeps onward over the darkest
places of the Dark Continent, and again we have been enabled to
fulfil a part of what appears to be one of our great national missions,
namely, to give freedom to a large portion of the slaves of the
human race.
The rumours of war, which so suddenly arose a few weeks ago,
have not only happily died away, but they have been followed by
some· most pleasing and satisfactory manifestations of unwavering
loyalty and firm attachment on the part of the inhabitants of our great
colonial possessions. The vast territories under her Majesty's sway
upon the continent of America have ranked themselves shoulder to
shoulder with New Zealand and with the Australian colonies in strong
expressions of affection, loyalty, and firm attachment to the British
Empire. This is a very significant fact, and may well convey a useful lesson to those foreign nations, who do not seem to entertain very
friendly feelings towards us, showing them that if they will cherish
hostile or even sinister projects against the tranquillity and prosperity·
of this realm and its dependencies, they must lay their plans to defy
a united race with such resources of manhood, of material, of wealth,
and of dauntless resolution as no single Power could wisely confront.
We will not trust in our arms, nor in our national ability to defend
ourselves; but still it is a matter for much thankfulness, and it may
well be described as a "splendid spectacle," to see the largest empire
upon earth thus presenting a united front to its foes, and animated
by such loyal and patriotic feelings.
The Irish Episcopal Church has had a great loss in the death ot
its highly-esteemed Primate, DR. GREGG. He was the younger son of
the late DR. JOHN GREGG, well known as an eloquent and powerful
preacher in Belfast and Dublin, and subsequently Bishop of Cork.
When his physician felt it to be his painful duty to inform him that
the disease from which he was suffering was a hopeless one, and when
he was hesitating as to how he could convey what he expected would
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doubtless be startling news, the Primate looked at him with a gentle
smile and said, "Speak out frankly all you have to say; do you think
I am afraid to die 1 Death has no terrors for me." May each of the
dear readers of our Family Magazine have the same happy assurance
if they are brought into similar circumstances !
The Life of CARDINAL MANNING, the' Romish titular "Archbishop
of Westminster," has just been published, and it is one of the most
condemnatory records of a man's life which perhaps has ever been
written. MANNDW chose his own biographer, and supplied him with
materials selected and revised by himself, and yet those materials
afford the most convincing proof that his character was a most disreputable one, and that, led astray by unwarrantable ambition, he was
a self-seeking, popularity-hunting, untruthful, and unscrupulous man.
His own writings furnish the proofs, so that there can be no doubt
upon the subject; and it is stated that there were other writings left
by the Cardinal respecting the Jesuits and their policy, with distinct
directions for their publication after his death, but that the Jesuits,
hearing of them, took alarm, and, by extraordinary efforts, succeeded
in getting them suppressed. The Romanists are furious at the publi.cation of the Cardinal's Life; and his executors charge his biographer
with unscrupuluusness, and with shamefully <lamaging the Cardinal's
reputation; but he replies to the charge by accusing them of disingenuousness, and he states that the Cardinal was the shrewdest of
men, and that having thoroughly gauged public opinion in England,
he knew that any attempt to suppress the facts of his life would
provoke g\3neral distrust and suspicion. The biographer also adds this
damaging comment :-" By the stale device of 'garbling' passages in
the 'Preface,' by trick of speech and little disingenuous arts, the
executors, in their letter, seek to raise a prejudice against my fair
dealing and straightforwardness. A treacherous memory has made
them forget their original letters; made them forget that during his
lifetime CARDINAL MANNING had, to their knowledge, authorised me
to write his 'Life'; and still more, had permitted me,also to their
knowledge, ' to read, to transcribe, or to take notes of documents,
records, diaries, and letters' which they now pretend to regard as
'private letters and documents.' Knowing that their original letters
to me were unknown to the public, these maladroit adepts, to speak
plainly, in the art of suppressing the truth and suggesting falsehood,
palm off on the public their present disingenuous and misleading letter."
Rome, with all her astuteness, has here overreached herself for once,
and the publication of this book may greatly weaken her cause in
England. We hope indeed that it will do so. We trust that it will
open the eyes of many of our people to see the real character of
Romanism, which, as a system, is much the same as the now evident
character of its late unhappy Cardinal.
We gather from the pages of Ou?" Mission that the particulars given
last month in the paragraph in "Passing Events" respecting the tragic
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death of Mr. and Mrs. J OHNSON and their child in Madagascar, and
which were taken from 8, newspaper report, were incorrect. It appears
that the little girl, named Luey, who was generally called "Blossom,"
was not killed in the presence of her parents. Mr. JOHN SON had
already been murdered when the dear child-only about five years of
age-was savagely treated and put to death. We are indebted to a
kind correspondent in Oxfordshire for the correction.

. "THE MYSTERY OF FAITH."
"The answer of a good conscience towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus
CMist."-l PETER iii. 21.
THE grand business of faith is to give being and subsistence to divine.
truths in the mind (Heb. xi. 1). Hence conscience gets relief and
peace, and the soul is made happy. Consider: (1) What is conscience ~
Science is knowledge; presCience is foreknowledge. Conscience is something joined with knowledge. Some have their "conscience defiled"
(Titus i. 15). With what 1 The guilt of their sins. Some are said
to be "sprinkled from an evil (or guilty) conscience" (Heb. x. 22).
With what 1 The blood of Christ. Therefore, with respect to a good
or bad conscience, something must be joined with the science or
knowledge of the mind to determine it by. In this sense, the word
conscience is used in Scripture. Hence (2) We may easily see what
is the answer of a good conscience before God. Join the law of God
with your science, or knowledge of yourself. What report will
conscience make ~ The law condemns, conscience pleads guilty, it
has got evil in it: hence you fear and tremble. But fait,h joins with
our science, or knowledge, "the righteousness of Christ." Then we
have a good conscience, not troubled with the guilt of sin, for Christ
died for our sins. He atoned for them all 011 the cross j they are all
buried in His sepulchre. He rose again for our justification; hence
we are fully discharged from all condemnation for sin. Thus we have
a good answer, from a good conscience towards God, by the resurrectiou of Jesus Christ. Now this is what Paul calls "the mystery
of faith" (1 Tim. iii. 16). It is a mystery known only by the
experience of the faithful.
Carnal reason cannot comprehend it;
the judgment of sense rejects it. Natural men think a good conscience arises from their being good in themselves, and doing no
harm. They have a stupid conscience and a deceitful heart; they
believe a lie. . And such, from a notion of their own righteousness,
think they have a good answer therefrom towards God.
Such is
the ignorance, blindness, and unbelief of nature! This nature is
part of us. This flesh; with all the carnal reasonings and corrupt
notions, opposes the myst 13ry of fait,h in the conscience; therefore
this mystery is to be held in a pure conscience. The resurrection
of Christ is to be held fast, as the truth by which conscience can
maintain peace, the heart be made happy, and the life influenced
to all holiness, while God justifies us. This is the peculiar glory
of faith. Hence" the God of hope fills us with all joy and peac~ in
believing" (Rom.) xv. 13). This is our resurrection blessing.-Mason.

