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"\Vho comforteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforterl of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4·

COVENANTED

~ERCIES.

" A nd I will make an everlasting Covenant with you, even the S'lwe
mercies of David."-Is_UAH Iv. 3.
How truly condescending to the frailties of His people is the
LoRD. The Holy Scriptures abound with proofs of His mindfulness,
and of His loving pity towards such as hope in His mercy. A
thousand helps for their unbelief and fears are provided in the Divine
promises, exhortations, and precepts, while examples beyond enumeration
are recorded to illustrate the faithfulness of the FATHER'S character to
the Word on which He causes His servants to rely. GOD has never
shown Himself to be a wilderness to His trusting saints. He has
not only kept His word by fulfilling its obligations, but has done
"exceeding abundantly" abo,e and beyond it. Righteousness has
always been the foundation of His throne. His word He has
magnified above all His name. The breath of His lips is instinct
with power and grace, as it is said by the Psalmist, "Grace is poured
into Thy lips" (Psalm xlv. 2), and ~hence it flows forth on its mission
of mercy. He who is the very WORD of GOD bears us testimony,
"They shall hear My words, for they are sweet." Their sweetness
to the taste of souls that are hungry is found in the truth of Him
who, the" Yea and Amen," the" First and the Last," speaks themthe "altogether LOVELY" ONE.
Never man spake like Him, or taught like Him.
The INCARNA'fE
WORD is the depository and treasury of the counsels of the ETERNAL
F A'l'HER. To Him, surely, as the MEDIATOR, were addressed the
precious promises which concern the Church-and that before all
worlds. , The promise alluded to in Paul's epistle to Titus (i. 2) is
an all-containing p1"Omise-" In hope of eternal life, which God that
<..:annot lie; promised before the world began." That pregnant promise
of everlasting life was undoubtedly made to CHRIST, as the Covenanting Head of the Church. It was made to Him in prospect of His
own atoning death. "He asked life of Thee," writes the Psalmist,
" and· Thou gavest it Him, even length of days for ever and ever"
(Psalm xxi. 4). The life for which He asked was for Himself as in
:M
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union with His mystical body, the Church. And the FATHER granted
that life," that everlasting life, in yl"lJrniS6, "before the world began "therefore, before the creation of man, and necessarily before the fall
of man! To whom, if not to CHRIST, could that wondrous promise
have been made ~ Who but CHRIST could, on the terms of a Covenant,
have secured that all-containing promise ~
All the conditions and obligations associated with the promise, as
affecting CHRIST the MEDIATOR, He has fulfilled. He lived and He
died under the law, to redeem them who were under law. He has
been raised from the dead. "I am He that li ,eth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen" (Rev. i. 18).
Because
He lives, they also live who, having been chosen in Him, are likewise
"preserved in" Him. "Because I live, ye shall live also." But see,
beloved reader, the virtue of this everlasting life must be traced up
to its origin in the promise which was made before time began!
The certainty of the gift of eternal life is inseparable from the
fidelity of Him to whom the plf-dge of that gift was originally
made. The promise is made" sure to all the seed "-the spiritual
seed of Abraham, Jew and Gentile alike. For, with His dying breath,
the loving SURETY of the Everlasting Covenant declared, "it is
finished!" The redemption-work which the FATHER had commissioned
Him to fulfil He accomplished within the" twelve hours" appointed
for its performance. His own words on this point are full of
significance, as showing that the zeal of the FATHER'S house always
constrained Him to punctual and perfect obedience; "I must work
the works of Him that sent lIe while it is day: the night cometh
when no man can work" (John i:s:. 4). And so on to the cross. The
service of JESUS was always "in season," never "out of se<\,son."
His exaltation to the right hand of majesty and power in the
heavenlies is the FATHER'S seal and attestation to His meritorious
life and death in behalf of His elect Church. It is indeed a blessed
truth also that the whole company of His Spirit-quickened members
are "made to sit together in heavenly places in CHRIST JESUS"
(Ephes. ii. 6). The blood of the Everlasting Covenant not only
ratified the counsel of reconciliation, but secured righteous entrance
through the riven veil into th~ presence of JEHOVAH for every true
believer - for all such as "come unto GOD by Him" who bears the
precious name-" JESUS." In the Bible-warranted lang'uage of the
ancient Christian song, "W"hen Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, Thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all
believers."
"Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,
Dying, risen, ascendmg for us, who the heavenly realm has won;
Glory to the Holy Spirit; to one God in Persolls Three,
Glory both in earth and heaven, glory, endless glory be."
The indivisible Trinity must be honoured, both in unity and in
personality, in this wonderful undertaking for the salvation of sinful
men. Those words which occur in the Communion Service of the
Church of England were wisely introduced by the Protestant Reformers,
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which sa,y: "And above all things ye must give most humble and
hearty thanks to GOD, the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST,
for the redemption of the world by the death and passion of our Saviour
CHRIST, both GOD and MAN; who did humble Himself, even to the
death upon the cross, for us, miserable sillllers, who lay in darkness and
the shado\y of death; that He might make us the children of GOD,
and exalt us to everlasting life!' This threefold cord of salvation can
never be broken.
The frailest and most "ready-to-perish" sinner
here finds a sure rock for his tottering feet to rest upon. It is in this
impregnable position that" the blind and the lame" are by free grace
enabled to glory over their spiritual adversaries, and to shout in very
gladness of heart, "Salvation belongeth unto the Lord! "
The" mercies" pledged to "the House of DAVID "-to the Seed
Royal, the Household of Faith-are, in seven-fold measure, "sure
mercies." They proceed forth from "the Father of mercies," in
accordance with principles of righteousness, equity, and justice.. All
the Divine attributes axe honoured and magnified by the conferrence
The gifts of true
of these salvation mercies on redeemed sillllers.
repentance for sin, faith in the LORD JESUS, peace with GOD, the
fruit of the SPIRIT, conformity to the likeness of CHRIS']', patient
continuance in well-doing, willing suffering for the pure truth's sake,
and the like, are all to be gratefully recognized as being secwred to
regenerate sinners by the obedience and blood of the ONLY BEGOTTEN
of the FATHER. The communication and revelation of these "sure
mercies" belong to Him who, as the SPIRI'I' of TRUTH, delights to
"glorify" the adorable SURETY of the Everlasting Covenant (John xvi. 14).
Oh, child of GOD, what a solid, certified, tried, and truly elect foundation
does your humble hope thus rest upon!
.<

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can Be say th~n to you He hath said,
You-who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?"

Ordered in "all things," great and small, temporal and eternal,
providential and spiritual, is that Co,enant which stands "sure"
between the Three Persons in the ineffable Deitv.
No trifle, however small, no incident, however insignificant-as ~oncerning even the
least of CHRIST'S disciples-has been omitted from the provisions of
the Covenant of which ISAIAH writes in the passage which heads this
cuticle.
It is instructive and very interesting to note the variation of meaning given to us by the HOLY SPIRIT of the expression" sure mercies,"
when He led the Apostle Paul to touch upon the Prophet's words.
Turning to Acts xiii. 34, and referring to the marginal rendering of
the original, 70. vena, we find it stated :-" Ta lJf1,a, holy, or just things;
which word the LXX, both in the place of Isaiah Iv. 3, and in many
others, use for that which is in the Hebrew, mercies." Thus it is
made clear that the "mercies" secured by CHRIST for His believing
Church are, in their nature, acquisition, and conferrence "just things."
They come into the possession of poor and needy sinners-objects
:M 2
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of the Divine love and choice-as an inheritance alike "undefiled"
in the manner of its purchase and "incorruptible" in its essential
properties. It is, surely, a j~£st thing that He who paid down ~L full
ransom for the emancipation of His beloved people from hell, the
grave, the curse of the law, and the dominion of sin, should rea.lize
and enjoy the reward of His redeeming work. "The just thing.• of
DAvID" comprise the regeneration, sanctification, fructification, pre>servation, and final glorification of all whom the FATHER committed
into the hands of His beloved SON. "Thine they were, and Thou
gavest them Me" (John xvii. 6). They are His, by Covenant, to bring
unto the FATHER. As He blessedly says, "And other sheep I have
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice" (John x. 16). Gentile and Jew alike need to be b1'IYltght,
Both are naturally dead in sins, and alienated from GOD. The atoning
sacrifice of CHRIST, once offered, and once for all accepted, effectually
destroyed the racial and .dispensational enmity which had prevailed
bet,,;een Jew and Gentile from the call of Abraham to the cross
of CHRIST. "For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us, having
abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain one new man,
>so making peace" (Ephes. ii. 14, 15). "One flock" and "one Shepherd," not two or more Churches, is GOD'S fixed counsel, and He verily
will do "all His pleasm·e." His decree of sal,ation must needs abide
irrevocable and effectual. i\ one can stay His hand., or challenge His
gracious pleasure concerning "the House of Da,id.'· Bis love for
His elect in CHRIST JESUS is inextinguishable by the combined forces
of hell, the world, and human unbelief. In the case of each of His
grace-called people He utterly vanquishes those triple forces of evil.
Thus the mercy He displays is "sm'e" mercy, The poor, weak,
foreboding heart of the new-born child of GOD is garrisoned by
almighty sufficiency!
In CHRIST, the "least" of His brethren is
compassed from all accusations which may assault or hurt the soul,
come they from whatever quarter, "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect 1" is a challenge that powers infernal and
mundane alike have never been able to accept! It still stands on
the record·page of GOD'S Word, And exercised souls would do wisely
and well, in their times of fiery temptation, ~o turn to that di,inely
triumphant Scripture, and rest their conflicting minds upon that" more
>sure word" of truth. Oh, let us, dear brethren in tribulation and
conflict, remember that it is by faith we stand, and that our wretched
feelings and fitful frames are not to be recognised as a standard of our
safety or of om' relation to GOD. Tl:.e promises of GOD in CHRIS'!.'
remain" Yea, and Amen," in spite of all our foolish unbelief and fears.
They rest, for their efficacy, on His merits, which remain at their
full value to·day and for ever! We may rely implicitly, even in the
blackest hour of our experience, on any single promise to be found in
the Bible. As RAI.PH VENNING long since remarked, "GOD never
gave a good promise, but He made His promise good." And, since
all His promises are "good" promises, He will make them all good by
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perfon~ing them on behaU' of such as humbly depend upon them in
opposition to nature, fleshly reasoning, and creature experience.
Brethren, our greatest danger is that from which the HOLY SPIRI'l'
tells us Abraham escaped, namely, of stagge'fing at the promise through
unbelief (Rom. iv. 20). Let us, then, seek to exercise jealousy and
vigilance in this matter. The besetting sin of all the children
of GOD is unbelief-a sin which may well humble them at all times,
even in the dust, for He who has promised is faithful. His name i~
"Yea, and Amen," and His character always sets forth His name.
Oh, let us wait patiently for the performance of such suitable promises as the LORD has led us to hope upon. Let us seek to learn
the holy art in which the Old Testament saints excelled, that of
being" persuaded" of the promises; and of "embracing" them (Heb.
xi. 13). "Embracing" implies strong affection. Oh, let us lO1Je the
words of our FATHER in heaven, and show forth that love by a conTHE EDITOR.
sistent, sustained, ullshaken faith.

THE COVENANT.
HERE, then, are so many pledges from the Author and Originator
of the new Covenant. They shall have "My" laws in their mind
so as to understand them, for I will put them there. They shall
receive them cordially, and love them, and rejoice in them, for I
will write them on their hearts; I will be a God to them to the
utmost extent of My power 01' perfections, to befriend them, to
secure, enrich, ennoble, and glorify them. And they shall be to
Me a people, for a charge and a care, a lot, a portion, and an inheritance, and a delightsome land, so that I ,,-ill feed them, and guide
them, and rule them, and reign over and among them; and they
shall be to Me a name, an honour, a glory, and a joy; "a crown of
glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of
their God."-A1wn.
CHRIST IS CmnN G.
(JUDK

xiv. 15.)

DEAR child of God, "Behold!" Gaze steadily. It is your own Jesus·
"This same Jesus which is takeil up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11).
Recognize, your Kinsman, your elder Brother, and your unfailing
Friend. It is He who loved you with an everlasting love, who loved
you more than His own life, who espoused you to Himself in
righteousness and truth for ever, who welcomed death that you might
live; who thinks His heavens incomplete without you. By faith you
often realize His smile, and see your unworthy name upon His heart,
and hear the whispers of His love, and lean upon His arm, and joy
in His fellowship. Now see Him at hand in very Person, in glorious
nearness. Behold, the judge is your own Jesus.-Dean Law.
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OUR TITLE TO THE INHERITANCE.

"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the saints in light." -COLOSSIANS i. 12.
BELOVED brethren in the faith and hope of the glorious Gospel of
Christ, heirs of the kingdom that cannot be moved, it is surely well
that, from time to time, we should seek to have our peace and confidence increased by meditating upon the irreversible and inalienable
title on which our interest in the heavenly inheritance entirely
depends. It is well, for our feelings and frames, if consulted by ns
in seasons of depression and distress, are prone to ensnare us into
self-contemplation, with the result that our joy and peace become
clouded, and our faith belittled. This the wily enemy of our souls is
ever" going about" to effect. Oh, why should "e remain ignorant
of his devices 1 Let us rather be on our watchtowers. Although it
be true that he cannot "devour" us, inasmuch we are God's "hidden
ones" in Christ-" that wicked one toucheth him not "-yet, alas,
the devil is only too often successful in snatching away from us
a present enjoyment of our sure portion and privileges, as believers.
"Beware, lest any man spoil you," is the warning of an inspired
Apostle. How much more let us beware lest Satan spoil us!
Blessed be God, "the inheritance of the saints in light" is beyond
the malicious power of the deyil to tarnish by his touch. Nor can
he vitiate, or even challenge, the title by which that glorious inheritance is insured to believers in Christ, of all degrees, ages, and attainments. How great, therefore, is the folly of their hearts when they
yield to Satanic inroinuations that their security. in the Beloved One
is open to question. Should, however, any dear Christian brother or
sister read these lines who is the subject of such unwarranted
questionings, a loving exhortation is urged that the following
Scriptural considerations may be prayerfully weighed. The Holy
Spirit can seal them home to the tempted, anxious heart, and make
them as honey in the mouth and oil in the bones.
Let it be remembered, then, that none of us, as children of fallen
Adam, has any natural claim upon God for a portion other than
that of "the second death." Not only are we "not worthy of the
least of all His mercies," but we are all alike most worthy of the
greatest of all His judgments.
The righteous wrath of God
abides on us by nature. It is our lawful heritage.
By the
apostasy of 0111' federal head and covenanting father, the first
Adam, we forfeited our title to the Diyine favour.
"So He
drove out the man" (Gen. iii. 24).
Outside Paradise were we
born of the flesh. Even as Cain was, so we have been begotten
in the corrupt likeness of Adam our first father.
His alienated
condition, as an apostate from God, and a rebel at heart, is
also our condition by direct natural descent. Between us and God
there is, by law and in fact, a great gulf fixed. That moral, legal,
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and spiritual gulf can only be bridged by God, and from God's side.
The" ladder" which Jacob saw in his Gospel vision at Bethel, when
a fugitive from his father's house, represented-not the rightful
a,pproach of sinful man to God, but-the gracious approach of God
to man. The ladder, indeed, was "set up on the earth," but the
origin of mediatorial communication lay in the fact that" the Lord
God stood above" the ladder; and it is noteworthy that the sole
speaker throughout the nocturnal vision was the. Lord God of
~\braham and Isaac, the Covenanting Author of the promises.
The deadly character of human sin-outside Christ's atonementwork-forbids man's attempting to enter into the presence of God.
We see this illustrated in the rejection of the natural religion of
Cain. Apart from the vica,rious sacrifice of Christ no flesh living can
be justified. Vain, perfectly vain, therefore, it must continue to be to
search for any title to the heavenly inheritance in the sphere of self,
and self-experience.
Here, perhaps, it should be observed that sintroubled consciences often confound title with evidence. Now, the
title to the heaven I: portion is unquestionably CHRIST.
Faith in
Christ's sole merits-His blood and righteousness - bears witness to
their trustworthiness. And faith, "hich is of the operation of the
Holy Spirit, will always bear fruit, "after its kind;" yet, the last
named is no title to the purchased pORsession, it is but evidence that
the soundness and virtue of the title have been realized in the heart
of the true believer. To turu the eye inwm·ds in search of a title
to a mansion in the Father's house is a fundamental error, as gross
in its nature as that of claiming free-will to do good. And, if it
be argued that the object of introspection is to discern the subjective
work of the Holy Spirit, then it must be replied that the regenerating, internal operations of the Spirit are not in Holy Scripture set
forth as matters of faith, (,1' as a f{JUndation on which to build for justification before God. The work of the Spirit is personal experience.
Christ's work is only apprehended by faith.
There are four principal aspects of the only true title to hea,ven
revealed in the Word of God. If the language of the dear reader of
these lines be"When I can read my title clear
To mansions in the skies,
I bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes"then let him humbly and prayerfully consider, as the truth of God,
that : 1. "The Inheritance of the saints in light" is thei1"S by the originating
1/:ill of God.
The heavenly Canaan is a free and sovereign gift tu
those whose names were entered in the Lamb's Book of Life before
the foundation of the world. The will of God, in this matter, is beyond
revocation or modification.
So far as concerns sinners on whom
J ehovah was pleased from eternity to set His salvation-love, they are,
spiritually speaking, wealthy beneficiaries under a testament which no
created power in the universe can nullify, or even gainsay. It was on
the faith of a promise, touching the free gift of an earthly inheritance,
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that the patriarch Abraham obeyed, forsaking kindred and country.
"By faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
whicJ:-., he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went
out not knowing whither he went" (Heb. xi. 8). The will of God consists of a Covenant that cannot be broken. And of the Scripture also,
which records that Covenant, it is written that" it cannot be broken."
The wonl of God concerning the gift of the everlasting inheritance of
the saints in light has been" settled for ever in heaven." Not a jot
or tittle of it can pass away until an be fulfilled. The Covenant
promise of salvation and eternal glory, through the Lord Jesus Christ,
is "sure to all the seed." Oh, brethren, search "ell the Scriptures on
this fundamental subject, for your peace and comfort's sake. " Seek ye
out of the book of the Lord, and read; no one of these shall fail; none
shall want her ma~e" (Isaiah xxxiv. 16). No promise concerning the
kingdom which Be has pledged to His believing people shall lack its
"mate" among them. Even the soul of him who sits-as he thinkslike a sparrow alone on the house top, or like a solitary pelican in the
wilderness-shall learn his mistake, for his eyes shall be spiritnally
opened to behold the presence of that performing God who can give
His people their vineyards from "the wilderness," and can convert
the valley of Achor itself into an open door of hope. The title to the
inheritance of the saints is one whose security and soundness are discoverable in the will of Him who knows no variableness neither shadow
of turning. Human wills are liable to be changed and are frequently
Testamentary settlements, at one time teeming with
changed.
promises and liberal provisions, are annulled and \itiated. But the
sovereign will of Him "ho has decreed the salntion-portion of His
people is, and for ever will continue to be, inexorable and will be
faithfully executed by His own performing right hand. This truth
alone might suffice us, bnt2. "The Inheritance of the saints in light" is thein by the pm'chase of
Christ. So far as they themselves are concerned, it is acquired without
money and without merit. They have, as has been alreaiy observed,
no natural claim upon God for any spiritual privilege or portion.
Hence, the Gospel reveals the wondrous fact that an inheritance
"reserved in heaven" has been secured for a sinful, hell-deserving
people, at the cost of the precious blood of the Lamb of God. The
purchased inheritance has been obtained for them on principles of
strict justice and equity, hence it is designated" an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled." Earthly inheritances are often blemished
by crime and dishonour associated with their acquisition.
_1..
curse seems to rest on the very soil and substance of such possessions.
They are" defiled," and often prove to be a burden instead of a blessing
to their possessors. ~ot so the portion of the righteous. Their estate
has been obtained by the Lord Jesus Christ in strictest accordance
with the laws of truth, justice, and honour. His most precious blood,
of value infinite, has ransomed the forfeited inheritance, and the utmost
farthing demandable in righteousness has been once for all paid doWll.
The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the sealed certificate of the
completed transaction, and faith in the Risen One is inseparable from
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an everlasting interest in the heavenly heritage. The inheritance of the
saints is a possession laid up in reserve against the glorious day when
the "Heir of all things" shall bid His believing people possess the
kingdom designed for them in the ancient counsels of the God of
.salvation. ., Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world," will be the joyful
command of the King Himself. The title to the celestial possession is
indisputable. It bears the seal royal, and none can vitiate it.
3. "The Inheritance" is also made sure by reason of the adoption of
.~inners into the family of God.
Again Christ is the title. The relationship to God which is created by adoption renders believers" meet
for the inheritance" only in the sense of their being graciously fitted to
enter into the spiritual enjoyment of the heavenly estate. The transfer
of a sinner from the kingdom of darkness into the marvellous light
·of the kingdom of 'God's dear Son-the fruit of the sovereign good
pleasure of the Most High-carries with it the unspeakable privilege
of the "adopted" one's being treated as a son.
An inheritance in
the hea,enly places is annexed by a title that cannot be challenged.
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the .<ons of God! "
4. Yet, the?'e follows a closer and much mon real j'elation to the
Father than that of mej'e "adoption," namely, that of BIRTH into His
family.
To be treated as a child is a marvellous exhibition of
Divine grace and love. Yet to be a child, and thus to enjoy the
blessings of the Father's house, is an unspeakably more glorious
·distinction! To be born of God is to become in very truth children of
God, and" if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ." Christ has been appointed Heir of all things (Heb. i. 2).
He has, by His meritorious service and sufferings, merited the
possession. He shares it with His brethren, The title to all is His
own, in Person. But He di,ides all with the Church, which is His
Body, His Bride! By His 'title the believer's interest in the inheritance is secured. Christ, in the glory, is the pledge and assurance
that all who trust simply and truly in His claims to the kingdom
will share it with Him for ever and e,er. This spiritual transaction
is essentially one of faith. It would not be correct to say that, when
the sin-convicted sinner flies for refuge to Jesus, he ventures upon
Him, for the principle of "venture" does' not enter into the incident.
It is an absolute ceTtainty, and one which Jesus has solemnly attested
by a "Verily, verily" that-" He that heareth My Word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
-come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John
v. 24). By the New Birth the favoured sinner stands related to the
glorified One at the right hand of the Father, even as He authoritatively declare:i before He had finished the work of redemption"And He stretched forth His hand toward H is disciples, and said,
Behold My mother, and My brethren! For whosoever shall do the will
·of My Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother" (Matt. xii. 49, 50). The relationship borne by all believers
to Christ carries with it direct heirship to the inheritance" in light."
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The saints are "children of light." Their Father is "the Father of
lights."- Their Kinsman-Redeemer is " Light of Light." As surely as
the star in the East led the Gentile Magi to Christ at Bethlehem,
will the day-star of Gospel hope in the hearts of those whose trust
alone is in the once-slain Lamb of God conduct them to Christ in the
New Jerusalem.
Oh, brethren, let us dwell more constantly and trustingly on the
unimpeachable title to the inheritance of the saints in light which
the Father has lovingly and graciously provided for us in His dear
Son; for, our present peace, joy, and liberty largely depend on an
intelligent, experimental apprehension of the natme of our title to
Immanuel's Land. We owe eternal thanks to the Father, who, by
choosing, redeeming, calling, and keeping us, has made us in Christ
Jesus "meet" for the enjoyment of the celestial possession. Our
meetness is entirely found in Him who, in a covenant that can never
be broken, has been made unto us "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." We are" complete in Him." In the words of
the inspired Apostle, "Because as He is, so are we in this world"
(1 John. iv. 17). There is no such thing-in pvint of title-as growing
more meet for heaven! All meetness consists in what we are in our
accepted Head, Representative, and Kinsman at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. Let us, then, dear brethren, seek to have our eyes
fixed on Him who is all our salvation, and not on ourseh-es, or on
anything we think we can trace in omselves. Our sure title is wholly
external to oursel,es.
" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beanty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these anayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
J. O.
Clifton.
COMFORT FOR CHRIST'S SOLDIERS.
ALL om afflictions are measured by the Lord Himself} in quantity,
quality, and continuance of time: for quantity, the Lord appoints to
each one of His children a cup of affliction convenient for their
purging; and as for quality, He tempers also our afflictions, which
of their own nature are exceeding bitter, being the fruits of sin,
worse to drink than the waters of Marah, until :Moses changed them
by prayer, and made them sweet; He alters them in like manner;
by the cross of Christ and His intercession for us, they become so
delightful, that we can rejoice in tribulation. As for time, He gives
us but days of trial and affliction, homs of temptation.-An Old
Divine.
THE man whose eyes are enlightened, and to whom it is given to
see the depravity of human nature, confesses, "The more I converse
with mankind, the more I perceive the Scriptures to be true, and that
man is not a bit better than the Word of God represents him to be."
-Romaine.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1 "
(Oontinued from page 91.)
NEHE~IAH

details the course he took" in the night." Some of us
know mentally what night-peregrinations mean; when in thought we
are carried over trying and difficult paths, "by the gate of the valley,
even before the dragon well, and to the dung port." As he viewed
tIle literal desolation of Jerusalem, we are led to contemplate in the
valley of humiliation how often we have come before the dragon
well: that is no place for the sheep of Christ to drink and quench
their thirst, but that which the old dragon has provided to satisfy the
craving of immortal souls, of which truly our Lord said, "Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again." Alas! that God's people
should ever be beguiled to taste of that which at best is wormwood
and gall; bitter in its results. Did he not tempt our Lord and
Master by showing Him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory
of them, promising, "All these things will I give thee if Thou wilt
fall down and worship me 1" and will he let a single disciple escape
without coming "before the dragon well? " Yea," even in the night"
some allurement of his may be presented to tempt us to drink at the
unsatisfying spring of earthly enjoyment. It is the first object that
met Nehemiah's gaze, but there is no further mention of it, while
"the dung port" is essential that the city might be purged from
everything that is unclean. Doubtless this is the outlet referred to in
Hebrews xiii. 11-13," For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned
without the camp. ·Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the
people with His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth
therefore unto Him, without the camp, bearing His reproach." Just
as King Hezekiah enjoined the priests, "Carry forth the filthiness
out of the holy place," "and the Levites took and carried it out abroad
into the brook Kidron" (2 Clu·on. xxix. 5, 16); so the Apostle
exhorts us, "Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved, let
us purge ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit"
(2 Cor. vii. 1). Thus beside contemplating in our own experience what
Nehemiah saw in the ruim,d condition of Jerusalem, we shall often
sigh and mourn over OlU own defiled condition by reason of sin, and
how sadly the doctrines and simplicity of worship, that were as
walls and bulwarks around Zion, have been thrown down by the
enemy, and the gates thereof consumed by fire. The view is needful
ere we can follow him in the next stage.
"Then went I on to the gate of the fountain and to the King's pool."
Blessed be God! when we are mourning over personal defilement and
national sins, there is the" fountain opened for sin and uncleanness,"
and there we may wash and be cleansed from all sin! and go on to the
king's pool and drink the life-giving stream.
This was no doubt
Hezekiah's pool-for amongst the gleanings of former days, a remark
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of the Rev. W. L. ROLLESTON'S at a Bible Society's meeting recurs to
mind. -He quoted what is written in 2 Kings xx. 20, "And the rest
of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a pool
and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of J udah ? " There it is said,
" This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper water course of Gihon,
and brought it straight down to the ,,-est side of the city of David"
(2 Chron. xxxil. 39).
Mr. ROLLESTON added: Hezekiah could not
make the people drink, but he brought them the water; and such is
our part as Christians towards such as have not yet tasted, nor even
thirst for the living water; we should bring it stmight to them.
Thus the Divine Spirit teaches us to come to the fountain for cleansing
and daily drink at the King's pool, the living water flowing through
the Word of God, and that servant of Christ who, like Apollos, was
" mighty in the Scriptures," " being dead, yet speaketh" to us, showing
. the distinction between the fountain and the king's pool. Let us
wash at the Fountain and drink at the pool!
"But there was no pla:le for the beast that was undEr me to pass."
He must needs alight, nor can we 1·ide in there; lowly posture befits
us if we come to the gate of the fountain or the king's pool; there
is only room for the humble wayfarer there; we are not carried along
in the pride of human intellect, nor elevated above those who walk by
faith. It seems as if Nehemiah came to a check here, owing to the
desolated condition of the wall, for he adds, "Then went I up in the
night by the brook, and newed the wall, and turned back." Surely
this "as the brook Kidron, and there the Divine Spirit, the Witnesser
of Jesus to patriarchs, prophets, and saints of old must have showed
him "things to come," for it is expressly said, we have been "all
made to drink into one Spirit." Did not Abraham see the day of
Christ on Mount Moriah, and the transactions of Calvary as he bound
his beloved son on the wood? Did not David see the interposing Angel
of the Covenant on Ornan's threshing floor, and say, "This is the house
of the Lord, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel?" the
temple being built there (1 Chron. xxii. 1; 2 Chron. iii. 1). Did not
Moses see the heavenly things of which he was to make the earthly
types 7 And surely the prophets who foretold so clearly" the coming
of the Just One" had the selfsame Spirit to teach them. If we would
track the steps of ~ ehemiah, let us, in Kidron's garden "by the
brook," review mentally those sacred "scenes of which we are privileged
to know things which prophets and righteous men desired to see and
hear an-:l have not had the clearer details granted to us; so we
meet with foreshadowings of the Lord Jesus everywhere. Then
Nehemiah "turned back and entered by the gate of the valley,
and so returned" the way he went. He could not" go round about
Zion" on account of her desolation. Hitherto he had not told the
Jews, nor the priests, the nobles and rulers, nor the rest that did the
work, whither he went or what he did. "Then said I unto them, Ye
see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the
gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall
of Jerusalem that we be no more a reproach." Surely at this juncture
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in the history of our Church, the people of God should stir up each
other to. restore the bulwarks of our holy faith, and not sit still in
a spirit of indifference while the enemy is so alert. Let us learn the
method to pursue from holy Nehemiah.
" Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon
me." Nothing encourages others like reading a page from our own
experience of His good hand! when, like N ehemiah, we can ten of
help in prayer, and strength granted to persevere during a long
waiting time. How it would thrill t.he hearts of his hearers as he
told of the king's eye guided to notice his sad countenance, the king's
heart moved to show tender sympathy (Prov. xxi. 1), and the suggestive touch, "the queen also sitting by him," implying her interest
awakened; the king's secretary employed to write credentials fm'
him; the king's horsemen to protect, and the time fixed for his
return, expressive of desire to have him near in personal attendance
again: all traced up to its divinely-blessed source, the good hand of
my God! Fellow-believers, can we not each for ourselves rehearse and
abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness to us. Let us
not ?"Ob Him of the tribute, nor others of the animating recital! " I
told them!" Let us tell how great things the Lord hath done for
us. "Talk ye of all His wondrous works." The good hand-" Thou
openest Thine hand and satisfiest the desire of every living thing."
Providentially it is a volume of daily recurring incidents, and spiritually
it will need eternity to recount; but it is good to be occupied now
with the employment that change of worlds will not interrupt.
Daniel could tell, "Behold, an hand touched me and set me upon my
knees, and upon the palms of my hands." Raising him from an
utterly prostrate condition, the same tender hand touched his lips, and
he was no longer dumb, but strengthened. The same gracious, loving
all-supporting hand caught Peter, when beginning to sink, as he saw
the wa,es boisterous. The good hand of my God upon me is the
personal record of every true disciple.
"And also of the king's words which he had spoken unto me."
When we can tell of personal fellowship, of sweetly-timed, and as
music-chimed communications from the" lrajesty on high," such courtinterviews are amongst the most prevalent lliethods to animate others.
How many of us are deeply indebted to the late Dr. DOUDNEY, so
many years Editor of this family Magazine, for leading us to covet
earnestly for ourselves "the heart-spoken, home-spoken Word," on
which he so often dwelt with unctuous sweetness! There are two
chapters in Royal ComrnanJ1ments, by Miss HAVERGAL, "Telling of
the hand of God; telling of the King's words," we would comlr,end
for perusal j they contain some practical hints for daily life.
"But when Sanballat, the Horonite (his name means the enemy in
secret, and He was a Moabite), Tobiah, the servant the Ammonite
(his name, Jah is Good, seems to imply a nominal professor of "the
children of Lot," Psalm lxxxiii. 8, not a true worshipper of the
Lord), and Geshem the Arabian ~corporealness; of Ishmaels born
after the flesh, Gal. iv. 29) heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and
despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do 1 Will ye rebel
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against the king 1" Satan stirred up this enmity of evildoers against
the works of God. "Even so it is now." The secret foe works with
subtle Jesuitry; the mere professor deals out scorn, and those born
after the flesh persecute them that are born after the Spirit; but
even this works together for good, and opposition quickens activity.
"Then I answered them, and said unto them, The God of heaven,
He will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build;
but ye have no part, nor right, nor memorial iu Jerusalem." Might
we not truly answer thus to many who cavil at the vVord of God 1
taking this part away and that, because they have no portion in it,
nu right to the promises or to the inheritance of which they are the
earnest, no rne1nori,tl to tell of their citizenship, for they are "strangers
and foreigners." What memO'rial have we 1 There is the memorial
day of our deliverance from worse than Egyptian bondage (Exodus
xii. 14). How many an Ebenezer have we raised since-stones of
memorial! and records in experience of a memorial of blowing
trumpets, when the joyful sound of the Gospel trumpet has made
us rejoice all the day! Besides which, we continually keep the
memorial feast, and show forth the Lord's death, the ground of our
acceptance and our hope, "till He come."
Leicester.
MARY.
WELL-SPRINGS.

" Jesus saith unto her, Wom,an, what have I to do with thee? Mine
huur is not yet come. His ?rwther saith unto the servants, Whatsoever
He saith unto you, do it."---JoHK ii. 4, 5.
ON the occasion of this marriage feast in Cana of Galilee, where Jesus
performed " this beginning of miracles, and manifested forth His
glory," we discover Mary's knowledge al:d belief iu the Divinity of her
Lord. The feast is prepared, the guests all gathered, and yet we
cannot call it an oversight, but a permitted omission for the glory of
God, that the feast provision is incomplete.
"They have no wine," says Mary, the mother of Jesus, to her Lord.
Why should she tell Him, or even appeal to Him 1 did she not kuow
that Jesus, her beloved Son, as King of kings, and Lord of lords, could
say, "I have all power in heaven and earth. These creatures are
Mine, and for My glory were they created" 1
"They have no wine." Ah! as yet many of the guests had none
spiritually. They knew not Him who was the Wine of the Gospel,
although from the inference one might gather (and it would seem to
point to the chief participators in the ceremony) that J eSllS was known
to some hearts present, for by the second verse we read how "both
Jesus was called, and His disciples, to the marriage," a loving, willing
Guest.
How truly do His children prove the words in their
experience" Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground."
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Yes! Jesus was in their midst, though as yet many knew it not.
" They have no wine." Oh! how oft, alas, may this be truly said of
Illany a gathering, graced by the presence of the beloved Ti1'shathathat is, "the Governor" (Neh. viii. 9, margin). Jesus in their midst, and
they know it not! In the home, in the sanctuary, pew by pew, or side
by side in the Bible Class or Sunday School, the one taken, the other left.
Jesus upon His throne in the heart of one, bringing in His reign of
peace, whilst of the other, the Scriptures declare they have" a revolting and rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone."
We look around, and God forgive our judging (but by our fruits we
are known), and we oft, alas, cannot but exclaim, "They have no wine."
And upward the prayer ascends, Lord Jesus, grant to this and that
heart an empty, aching void, which Thou alone canst fill. Give them
the true wine, oil, and bread of Gospel proYision, and show them none
other way out of their ignorance and misery, none other salvation
than thine own gracious and glorious providing j put the cry in their
hearts" I hunger and I thirst,
" Thou true life-giving Vine,
Jesus, my Manna be;
Let me Thy sweetness prove;
Ye living waters, burst
Renew my life with Thine,
Out of the Rock for me.
Refresh my soul with love."
To test her, her Lord replies to Mary's petition, "",Voman, what haye
I to do with thee 1 Mine hour is not yet come." The hour of His
being glorified had not come j and yet, that all men should acknowledge
Him Lord to the glory of God the Father, He makes this and that
opportunity serve His blessed and gracious purpose, and stoops to
bring about to their wondering eyes His miracles in nature and grace.
Meanwhile, Mary's faith sparkles as a gem of pure water, tested and
tried but to be strengthened and beautified, for the faith was His gift,
and therefore nourished, strengthened, and matured.
"His mother
saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He l5aith ~l.nto you, do it."
Our Lord is pleased to honour it, and prepares to work the miracle,
which turned the contents of those six waterpots into wine. "J esus
saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water." Fill / Jesus never
does anything by halves. All is fulness of blessing with Him. Do
we need this filling in our souls to-day, beloved ~ Then, plead it in its
fulness. It is marvellous, past comprehension, but then it comes from
the heart of Jesus, who is wonderful in counsel, whose ways are past
finding out, and whose love is a bottomless ocean. So we plead, "Fill
me from Thy fulness, Lord Jesus," kncwing He is an unfailing Fountain
of supply, whose streams of grace are from all eternity to all
eternity.
" Lord, we ask it, hardly knowing
What Thy wondrous gift may be ;
Yet fulfil to overflowing,
Thy great meaning let us see."
Obedient to His word, the men fill the waterpots up to the brim,
and draw out and bear to the governor of the feast wine of the very
best quality, as he was constrained to declare. " When the ruler of the
feast had tasted the water that was made wine; and knew not whence
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it was (but the servants which drew the water knew), the governor of
the feast called the bridegroom, and saith unto him, Kvery man at
the beginning doth set forth good wine, and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse, but thou hast kept the good wine until
now."
Oh, it is well worth all the waiting for Him to work! Your 'hearts
and mine testify to this, beloved, when faith has been kept waiting
and watching His pleasure, His time, His command!
" Tarry His leisure, then,
Although He seem to stay,
A moment's intercouse with
Him
Thy grief will overpay.

" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation,
Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."

It was a precious fact, that at this marriage John the beloved
adds the words which we have before hinted at, ".And both
Jesus was called, and His disciples, to the marriage." It so
proves the ready association and loving participation He ever
evinced in all the joys and sorrows of those for whom He
left His glory. 'Vhat are any of om gatherings, our meetings
and ceremonies, without Jesus in our midst, beloved? If He
go not up with us unto the feast; if He grace not our simple
communities or closet worship with His blessed Person and Presence,
it is all an aching void and vanity. The "orld is full of hollow
shams. ){ay grace, daily and hourly needed, and blessed be God, supplierl,
keep us from mixing with an unholy seed, or intruding ourselves to
our souls' hurt, where we ca=ot take Jesus with us; may our stand
in all events of our life be more definite, and in any difficulty, may we
refer the matter to Him with the words of ){oses, "If Thy presence
go not with us, carry us not up hen~e." The wonder is that we seek
to do without Him at any time, that we dare undertake anything
without Him. Here we find Him, joying in their joys, whilst at the
scene of Bethany's sorrow He weeps with those that weep. Take
this thought, beloved reader, at this the commencement of a new
year (for these pages are being penned on the first uay of it), whilst a
renewed heart is joying in a new song of gratitude in the reviewal of
past mercies, so full, so manifold, as also in the promise, of even better
things to come; I say, take the thought for the untrodden future, that
in all our joys and sorrows Jesus is one with His people. May we
then, in realizing this, make Him ever increasingly our constant and
close Companion, living in daily, hallowed a~sociation and inseparable
friendship, that we feel at all times we ha,e our :JIaker for our
Husband, our Brother born for adversity, om Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother
Mary's faith in omnipotence is honoured, and Jesus' power is
displayed to a wondering company. " This begi=illg of miracles did
Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth His glory. And His
disciples believed on Him." Every act pointed out His glory. And
every event in our spiritual life controlled and goYerned by Him is
to manifest His glory. The more we grasp this truth, the more shall
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we rest to our souls' satisfaction in the sovereignty of all His appointments. - All our restless wills, perturbation and impatience with
. events, alter not His unhurried will concerning His people, blessed
be God.
He who sees all from the beginning knows and works
infinitely and well. If He tarry and long delay, as it appeared to
those agitated hearts at Bethany, it is but to prove "the glory
of God." If He send sickness long and sore, so that the sufferer
appears to be on the very confines of the grave, He may yet speak
the word, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God." A prayer may be laid up for long patience and waiting, ay,
many years we may" see not our signs," but, beloved, God's delays
are not denial8. He has promised and, God-like, He will alter not one
jot or tittle that has passed His lips. It was the beloved BAXTER
who wrote, "Triumph now, 0 Christian, in the promises, thou shalt
shortly triumph in the performances."
The subject b a full and sweet one. If the Lord will, we will
resume it hereafter. And may there, as here, the Lord command
His blessing, for His Name's sake.
R.
THE INVISIBLE HAND OF JESUS.
WE see this plainly in the case of the Samaritan woman at the well of
Sychar. Yes, blessed experience; the gentle and loving hand of the
Lord was leading her. He loved her with an everlasting love, and
therefore with loving-kindness He drew her.
There was a cord
held by His invisible hand which led her out of Samaria about the
sixth hour. It was love that emptied the cistern, and it was love which
laid her under the necessity to draw water. Oh that God's dear
children could realize more the consoling truth that our dear Lord
paves their rugged way to heaven with love! "He gently leads them."
W ell, dear, tried one, doubt not at any time the loving-kindness of the
Lord. If He blasts your gourds, lay low your prospects, and lead
you into a wilderness of trials and sorrows, depend upon this, it is
not fo distress, but to speak comfortably to you, and to do you good at
your latter end.-Rogers.

_<

THE SEAL.
WHEN it is said the Lord Jesus sets the sinner as a seal upon His
heart, it may mean that He takes a perfect and faithful impression
of him. The confession of every new-born soul is, "I have not chosen
Thee, but Thou hast chosen me." When you were still in your natural
state, and had not the least idea of turning to God, then the love of
Jesus was fixed upon you; as a sell] were you set upon His heartthat is, your true image, your real impression, your very sinful figure
had been the object of His gracious love. And when you were indeed
drawn to the Lord, the desire of the Lord executed the eternal
counsel of His love. Yes, to everyone born of God come those
words, "I have loved thee from everlasting, therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."-K1·ummacher.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE PROPHET IN ISR.AEL.

"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S

SONG V. 16.
"There is a Prophet in Israel."-2 Kams v. 8.

THE loveliness of Christ's prophetic office is beautifully shadowed forth
in the character and history of Elisha the Prophet of the Lord. Our
object in this paper shall be to develop the inspired photograph, that
we may be able to trace the beauty of the substance (Christ) in the
shadow (Elisha), the glory of the Antitype through the type! Elisha's
name signifies "God our Saviour," and thus his name points
immediately to Jesus. He was the son of Shaphat, and was born
about the year 901 B.C. He succeeded Elijah, even as the Lord
Jesus followed John the Baptist, of whom Elijah was a most emphatic
type. In the earlier chapters of the second book of Kings we find
Elisha to be a representation of Jesus.
1. In his character and life. In both respects Elisha stands in
marked contrast to his predecessor Elijah, the "Prophet of Fire."
The life of the latter was full of conflict, and his character was stamped
with fiery zeal and restless energy; in which he was the prototype of
John the Baptist, whom we find, like Elijah, sometimes a solitary
sojourner in the wilderness, girt \\:ith camel's hair, and living on
locusts and wild honey.; and at othel times surrounded by eager
multitudes, proclaiming the day of the Lord, and calling the SOilS of
men to repentance. Very different "as the ministry and mission of
Elisha; and it is just here that the importance of Elisha as a type of
Christ displays itself. He did far greater works than his predecessor;
he constantly went about doing good, and performed many miracles of
mercy, whereas Elijah's were mostly miracles of judgment. Elisha's
course was marked by tender gentleness; and was spent, on the whole,
peacefully among his fellows; which beautifully corresponds with the
inspired description of the character of Jesus, Isaiah xlii. 3; liii. 7.
This is very different to the stern ruggedness of Elijah and John the
Baptist.
2. Elisha was anointed a Prophet of the Lord. He came to Elijah
much as Jesus came to John; and Elijah seemed to repulse
him in a similar manner to' that in which John did Jesus. Compare
1 Kings xix. 19-21, with Matthew iii. 14. It was a very high office
to which Jesus, as well as Elisha, was consecrated in a public and
peculiar manner. The Prophet was to Israel the appointed teacher,
the foreteller of future events, and the guide, friend, and adviser
of those who resorted to him. His prophetic words of warning,
consolation, and reproof being stamped with Divine authority by the
miracles performed by him. How sweetly does all this apply to Jesus!
We might here note that Elisha's career commenced at the Jordan,
just as Christ's did. See 2 Kings ii. 14, 15, and :Mark i. 9.
3. Elisha healed a lepet". The account of the healing of Naaman is
very remarkable, and full of deep spiritual teaching; in which the
sovereignty of God is very conspicuous in choosing whom He will to
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manifest the greatness of His power upon (2 Kings v.; Luke iv. 27).

If, however, Elisha healed one leper, Jesus healed many (Matt. viii. 1-4;
Luke xvii. 11-19).
"In all things He has the pre-eminence"
(Col. i. 18).
4. Elisha restored life to the dead. When the Shunamite's son died,
the servant of Elisha, Gehazi, was unable to raise him from the dead
with his master's staff; the master's presence was necessary. So the
servant of Christ is unable so to display and apply the Gospel as to
give life to dead souls. The Master Himself must come. Through
direct personal communication the thing was done (2 Kings iv. 32-37).
Jesus imparts life to the dead by His own almighty power. For this
. purpose He comes to His dead; and even as Elisha, who, contracting
himself to the size of the child, made himself like the child; so Jesus
was made like unto His brethren, that He might impart His life to
them. Jesus raised the dead literally on three separate occasions: the
daughter of J airus, soon after her decease; the son of the widow of
Nain, when they were carrying him to his burial; and Lazarus, the
brother of Martha and Mary, after he had lain in the grave four days,
~o degree of death is beyond the reach of Him who is the Resurrection
and the Life.
5. Elisha fed the tarnishing multitudes. The instances when Jesus
did the same are well known. By comparing 2 Kings iv. 42-44, with
Mark viii. 19, 20, and John vi. 1-14, we can trace the following parallel
between the miracles performed by Elisha and by Jesus. There was in
each instance a lack of food, then the food was the same-barleyloaves, the ordinary bread of the poor. New loaves were not crea.ted,
but what they had was multiplied miraculously. This was perhaps a
greater wonder, and a more conspicuous display of omnipotence than
the creation of a fresh supply would have been. 1'he command to
those who had to distribute the loaves was couched in similar language;
and the servant was, in each case, used as the instrument. Further,
there was sufficient provision and to spare.
But these hints will
suffice to prove the point without pursuing it further.
6. Elisha had an unfaithful ser-vant. Covetous Gehazi and covetous
Judas strikingly resemble each other.
The two were entrusted by
their respective masters with external offices of honour. Both fell
through covetousness. Read 2 Kings v. 20-27, and Matt. xxvi. 14-16.
7. Elisha's dead body gave life. The singular narrative is recorded
in 2 Kings xiii. 21. Of the Christian Mr. HART writes a line which
compresses the Gospel into a sentence: "His life he receives from
the dead."
Bath.
E. C.
HOLINESS is not the way to Christ, but Christ is the way to
holiness.-G. B.
WHE~ Christ cometh, He stayeth not long; but the blowing of His
breath upon a poor soul is heaven upon earth; and when the wind
turneth into the north, and He goeth away, I die, till the wind
change into the west, and He _visit His prisoner again.-S. Rutherford.
N 2
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" SAVED IN THE LORD."
"Israel IJhall be saved in the Lonl with an ev(rlasting salvaf'ion."ISAIAH xlv. 17.
OH, the sweetness of that word saved / How it contrasts with lost f
And we are all either one or the other. We cannot offer salvation,
but speak of the necessity of it, and warn those with whom we comein contact of their danger without it; set forth the Gospel, and
l)oint them to Jesus, through whom alone they can obtain it, and the
need of the Holy Spirit to begin, carry on, and complete the work in
the soul, for truly" the preparation of theheart is of the Lord." And
whom does the Prophet mean by Israel, but" His chosen people 7"who says, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with
loving-kindness have I drawn thee." And is it not the same still r
A word from Him dispels our fears, and brings true comfort to us.
Our God makes no mistakes. " He says, "I have loved thee with an
everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
Yes, "Saved in the Lord," and no man can pluck us out of His
hand. Doubtless there was a time when most (if not all) of us feared
death, but the more communion the believer has with His God, the
more he longs to be with Him whom his soul loveth. The sting of
death is taken away, because he knoweth that" God is faithful." And
assuredly His wO~'d is enough, namely, "I will neyeI' leaye thee,.
nor forsake thee." And as His children cling closer to Him they often
get a "sweet morsel," to cheer and comfort them, and confirm
their hope in all His promises. For do we not, dear reader, still walk
by faith 7-whom we have not seen, but in whose promises we believefor assuredly" Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting
oalvation." May we, then, be enabled to "comfort the feeble-hearted,
strengthen the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees; and say to
them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong; your God will come with
vengeance, even God with a recompence; He will come and save you."
And, beloved in the Lord, does not the prospect of the future enable
us to bear life's troubles valiantly 1 knowing that our blessed Lord
Jesus Christ said to His disciples, "In the world ye shall have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." And
shall not all His redeemed rather glory that they also shall overcome
all worldly sorrows, trials, and bereavements 1 also knowing that
"there remaineth a rest for the people of God." And some of us,
dear readers, are doubtless longing to enter into that rest. Believers
ought not to fear death or the grave so much as the felt absence of
Jesus. The Prophet Isaiah says, "I will wait upon the Lord, that
hideth His face, and will look for Him." And assuredly He will hear
and help us. For He never faileth them that seek Him.
C. BALDwIN.
IF religion or the Word of God becomes an object of indifference,
it too often is also of dislike, and finally of disbtliej, which ends in
everlasting death.-..inon.
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PASTORAL NOTES.

.:...

THE MIRACLE IN CANA OF GALILEE.
" This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested
forth His glory, and His disciples believed on Him."-JoHN ii. 1l.
THE miracle which is alluded to in these words is especially interesting, inasmuch as it was the first of the long series of miracles which
were so marvellously wrought by our Lord.
How surprising it i~
that it was performed in a little out-of-the-way hamlet amongst the
hills of Galilee, and that it was witnessed by, or known only at first, to
a few country people. If we had known beforehand that such n.
marvellous series of miracles was about to be wrought, we should have
probably expected that they would have been commenced by a most
striking one performed upon some great public occasion, and in the
midst of a multitude of people. We should ha,e expected that the
Saviour would have gone to the city of Jerusalem upon some great
festival day, and that there, in the midst of a vast crowd gathered
together from all parts of the country and from distant lands, He
would have suddenly exhibited His marvellous powers, and made an
indelible impression upon all who were present. But no. He chose
rather to commence that wonderful series of mighty works in comparative obscurity, and no doubt He had the best and wisest reasons
for so doing.
We may regard this miracle of turmng water into wine as representative of the whole of our Lord's earthly ministry, and one of the
special characteristics of that mimstry was that it was1. UNOBTRUSlvE.-The prophecy was literally fulfilled, " My Servant.
shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the
streets." Publicity was at times forced upon Him, but it was not in
accordance "ith His desire. Would He not have His people imitate
Him in this respect 1 Some children of the world love publicity;
they have a most intense desire to become famous; they want to have
their names and doings proclaimed, as it were, upon the housetops;
and so strong is this desire, that sometimes they do not seem to care
at all in what manner it is gratified so long as it is gratified. A
case was mentioned in the papers recently where a wicked woman,
the wife of a Russian priest, murdered her husband, and when she
was convicted, sentenced to die, and brought to the place of e:i:ecution,
she was quite delighted to see the crowds which had assembled, and
she exclaimed to her compamon in guilt, "See how famous we are!
If I had died merely as the wife of an ordinary priest, not ten person8
perhaps would have come to my funeral; but now see the crowds
that have come!" The children of God, however, are, or ought to
be, entirely different from this. Never should they give way to such
an unwise desire. They ought to be content with the most humble
and unobstrusive position and circumstances of life, so long as they
are sure that that position and those circumstances are those in
wmch God has placed them.
And what encouragement there is in this fe8.ture of the Saviour's
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ministry. for obscure and lowly workers. They may often imagine
that their work, being so little known or noticed, is of very little
importance and effect. But no one can say of how great importance
and effect it may really be. Did not the Saviour's ministry, in its
unobstrusiveness, seem at first to be almost a comparative failure 1
although, of course, we know that it was not really so. "He came
unto His own, and His own received Him not;" and often probably,
when He was "despised and rejected of men," He cried out in the
anguish of His sensitive human heart, "Who hath believed our
report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed 7" But, nevertheless, He "shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied;"
and His great and glorious work, begun in comparative obscurity,
shall be made known to the vast universe as having produced mighty
results which shall endure to all eternity. And so it may be-in, of
course, a far lesser degree-with the work of many of His obscure
and lowly followers.
It is said, in connection with a great northern cathedral, that
when it was in process of building, an aged man came to the
workmen, and asked that he might be allowed to carve some portion
of the stone work. But as they looked at his tottering form and
feeble hands, they refused to grant his request. He came, however,
again d!l.y after day, and so persistently did he renew his request, that
at last one of the workmen said, "Well, we will gi,e you something
to do;" and, bidding the aged man to follow him, he took him up·
to a high scaffolding just under one of the great arches of the
-building, and pointing to a rough block of stone, told him that he
might carve that if he chose. The old man set to work, and day aftel'
day for several weeks he might be seen slowly and painfully going up
and down the ladders which led to his lofty place of work. At last
One day he was missed; and when someone went in search of him, he
was found lying dead upon the scaffolding in front of his work; and,
on examining that work, it was discovered that it was finished, and
finished in a most wonderfully perfect manner. That rough block of
stone was transformed into a beautiful figure of an angel; and it was
said afterwards, by some persons who were acquainted with the old
man, that the face of the angel bore a striking resemblance to theface of a daughter whom he had greatly loved and lost. And when
the cathedral was finished, and the scaffolding was taken down, a
remarkable circumstance was noticed: namely, that just ou one day
in the year, and for one hour in that day, the sun's rays reached and
lit up the dark and lofty arch where that angel-figure was, and threw
it into striking prominence; and ever since that time, numbers of
persons visit that cathedral on that day and at that hour, to witness.
that singular circumstance. Thus the work of that poor old ll).an has
made that great cathedral famous.
May it not be so also with workers for the Lord Jesus 1 Their
labours may be comparatively unknown and despised, and they may
perhaps be performed with feeble hands and faltering steps, but they
shall not be in vain in the Lord; and perhaps they may be brought
into wonderful prominence by-and.by, and redound for ever to the-
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Saviour's glory; and certainly we know that they will be abundantly
rewarded.
The ministry of our Lord also was evidently2. No'!' ASCETIc.-John the Baptist lived the life of an ascetic or
hermit, and he did so because it was necessary for ,the accomplishment of his special mission; but our Lord did not do so, and He
evidently did not wi':lh that his followers should do so. His wish
seemed to be that they should take Himself, and not John the
Baptist, for their example. Our Lord mingled in the convivialities
of men, He honoured their feasts with His presence; and hence it
was that the first miracle which He wrought was wrought at a
marriage feast. How utterly wrong are tbose who would try to persuade us that the highest religious life, and the kind of life which
is most pleasing to God, is a life excluded from the outward world,
and shut up in a convent, or monastp.ry, or a hermit's cell. It is
possible to shut oneself completely away from the outward world,
and yet for the world to be in one's heart all the same. Assuredly
it is far more in accordance witb the Divine will that the Lord's
children should live" in the world," but as "not of it;" contending
against its evil and its folly, and setting it, by the grace of God, a
good example; bringing true religion into everyday life, and endeavouring to manifest its influence in ever-so-many forms and ways. No
doubt, with regard to convivialities, the question is a very difficult
one.
BISHOP RYLE says :-" On no point of Christian practice
is it so hard to hit the mean between that which is lawful and that
which is unlawful, between that which is right and that which is
wrong. It is very hard to be both merry and wise. High spirIts soon
degenerate into levity. Acceptance of many invitations to feasts soon
leads to waste of time and begets leanness of soul. Frequent eating
and drinking at other men's tables soon lowers a Christian's tone of
religion. Going often into company is a heavy strain on spirituality
of heart. Here, if anywhere, God's children have need to be on their
guard. Each must know his own strength and natural temperament,
and act accordingly. One belie,er can go without risk where another
cannot. Happy is he who can use his Christian liberty without
abusing it! It is possible to be sorely wounded in soul at marriage
feasts and the tables of friends. One golden rule on the subject
may be laid down, the use of which will save us much trouble. Let
us take care that we always go to feasts in the spirit of our Divine
Master, and that we never go where He would not have gone. Like
Him, let us endeavour to be always' about our Father's business.'''
We may notice for another thing3. THE HONOUR CONFERRED UPON MATRINONY.-In the marriage
service of the Established Church, it is said of the estate of matrimony, that" Christ adorned and beautified it with His presence and
first miracle thlJ,t He wrought in Cana of Galilee." Decrying marriage,
as some persons do, is certainly not in accordance with God's will;
and "forbidding to marry" is a plain sign of an erring Church, and
an express feature of the special "departure from the faith" which
is prophesied to take place in the" later times" (R.V.). No doubt
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when marriage is entered into thoughtlessly and imprudently, it is
often a failure, and a fruitful source of disappointment and sorrow;
but when it is entered into thoughtfully and prudently, seeking for
Divine guidance, and following that guidance, it may be expected
to be a success, and to be a fruitful source of comfort, joy, and
blessing.
The Saviour's ministry seems to be further represented in this
miracle as being4. PRODUCTIVE OF JOY AND GLADNEss.-Wine is a representative
of gladness-it" maketh glad the heart of man." It is one of God's
good gifts, and it was evidently intended as such for man's happiness.
That it is abused, as it often is, does not prevent this from being the
case. And in turning the water into wine the Saviour seems to have
exactly represented what Wll.S intended to be the effect of His ministry.
His ministry was one of the best-yea, in and by Himself, the very
best-gift that was ever bestowed upon man, !tnd it was intended to
fill man's heart with intense joy and gladness. The announcement of
the Saviour's birth was described as being "good tidings of great
joy." When He taught and spoke to His disciples it was for the
purpose that His joy" might remain in them," and that their" joy
might be full." Even after He had left them, they "returned to
Jerusalem with great joy;" they were" filled with joy and with the
Holy Ghost," and they described their joy as being" unspeakable and
full of glory." Should not such· be the continuous effect of the
Saviour's ministry upon all His disciples and followers 1 They are
commanded to "Rejoice evermore," to "Rejoice in the Lord," to live
"Rejoicing in hope," and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, one
of the chief of which is joy. Oh that this joy might be manifested
more and more in the Lord's deal' people-even in the midst of
anxiety, trouble, weakness, and infirmities, and manifested thus in
anticipation of the" exceeding joy" and the "fulness of joy" which
they are t.o experience at their Father's right hand. What they need
for this is the granting of the sweet and expressive prayer in their
case-" Now the God of hope fill you "-He Himself must do it, for
they cannot do it themselves -" fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost."
. May we not also see in this miracle a representation of the fact
that the ministry of our Lord was intended5. To ELEVATE AKD ENNOBLE THE COMMON THINGS OF LIFE 1-0ne
of the commonest things which we possess is water. 'IVe could not
do without it; and we are reminded sometimes, when it becomes
scarce, of what a valuable thing it is.
It quenches thirst, it sustains life, it refreshes, it purifies, it fertilizes, and it fructifies. But
water is generally granted to us in such abundance that it is one of
the commonest blessings which we enjoy. A" cup of cold water" is
mentioned as one of the humblest and smallest of gifts. In changing,
therefore, a large quantity of water into wine, and into wine of the
very best description, the Saviour seemed to show that His ministry
was intended to elevate and ennoble the common things of life. He
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Himself ennobled humanity by taking our nature upon Him; He
ennobled .labour by becoming a labouring man, a carpenter; and He
elevated and ennobled the common duties, engagements, and ceremonies of life by personally taking part in them. It has been said
that this miracle in Cana "may be taken as the sign and the symbol
of all that Christ is evermore doing in the world, ennobling all that
He touches, making saints out of sinners, angels out of men, and in
the end heaven out of earth, a new paradise of God out of the old
wilderness of the world." And so the commonest duties of life, if
performed in a Christlike spirit, and the humblest position, if filled
worthily for His sake, may be regarded as being as noble a service
and as creditable a position as that of the angels before the throne
of God.
"The trivial round, the common task,
May furnish all we ought to ask;
Room to deny ourselves: a road
To bring us daily nearer God."
This miracle likewise shows us6. THE SAVIOUR'S MARVELLOUS PowER.-He does not appear to have
used any kind of means in the performance of this miracle; He does
not appear to have touched the vessels which contained the water, or
to have uttered a single word of command; but simply by His will
the whole of the water which those vessels contained was changed into
perfect wine. Ho\v marvellous the power of His will! What He
wills must be done. His purposes must and shall be accomplished,
no matter what opposition may be raised against them, or what forces
may oppose them. And the more our wills are brought into unison
with His will, the happier and more blessed shall we be. His
marvellous power too is a power which is ever being used on behalf
of His people, and He is eyer ready and willing to share it with them,
or to impart it to them, according to their need. He has promised to
give strength and power unto His people; and He has promised that
those who" wait upon Him shall renew their strength." What holy
confidence and boldness then ought they to possess! What need
they fear if the arm of Omnipotence is on their side, and working
with them ~
A singular incident connected with this wonderful miracle and the
marriage feast is7. THE SAVIOUR'S REPROOF OF HIS MOTHER.-It was a gentle
reproof, and the tone and accent in which it was spoken probably
made it more gentle than it would otherwise appear to be; but it was
a reproof nevertheless, and we may be sure that it was intended as
such. When the supply of wine was exhausted, His mother said to
Him, "They have no wine," and He replied, "Woman, what have I
to do with thee ~ Mine hour is not yet come." Various and strange
interpretations have been given of these words, but the most sensible
seems to be this-that Mary was in daily expectation that the Saviour
would prove Himself to be the Messiah by some mighty act, and she
longed to see that act performed.
She was aware of the events
which had happened in the few previous weeks,-of our Lord's
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baptism by John the Baptist, of the Baptist's public proclamation of
Him as' the Messiah, and of the gathering around Him of a small
band of disciples,-and, accustomed as she had been to find Him
always ready to comply with her wishes, she suggested that this was
a suitable occasion to begin to manifest His power and His mission.
But the Saviour would indicate to her that now a new era in His
life had begun. and she must not dictate to Him as to what He should
do in it. Doubtless, also, He saw the grievous error into which the
Church of Rome would fall, and the Maryolatry which that corrupt
Church would inculcate and encourage; and therefore He spoke thus
to His mother-greatly as He loved and revered her-as a warning.
The warning seems to be as much needed at the present day as ever;
for, alas, this grievous error is creeping again over our land far and
wide. That noble opponent of Romanism who has just been called
home, FatheT CHINIQUY, stated that upon one occasion, after he had
preached, as he was sometimes accustomed to do, with great fervour'
and energy upon the "Glories of Mary," the thought suddenly
occurred to him, "Have I been preaching in accordance with the
Word of God 7 Where, in that Word, is Mary set forth as I have
been describing her, as an all-prevailing intercessor with God 7" and
on carefully re-considering the matter, he saw that he had been
completely wrong, and he resolved that he would never preach thus
again.
We know that there is not the slightest intimation in the Word of
God that the mother of our Lord is able to hear any petitions which
are offered to her, or that if she can do so, she has any authority to·
intercede between God and man. But even if there had been any such
intimation, we do not need her intercession. Whilst we have the" one"
great "Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus," our
sympathizing High Priest, who is "touched with the feeling of our
infirmities," who "ever liveth to make intercession for us," and whose
intercession, as the intercession of God with God, must be effectual, we
need no other intercessor, and we wish for no other.
Lastly, we notice8. THE RULER'S RE~IARK, " Tlwu hast kept the good wine until now."Much controversy has been waged respecting the quality of the wine
which the Saviour made, as to whether it was intoxicating or not. We
need not trouble ourselves about the point, although it is reasonable to
believe that it was not intoxicatin~; for we may be sure that He would
not have made so large a quantity of wine as the six 'Waterpots.
contained (supposed to have been as much as 126 gallons) if it had been
intoxicating. He certainly would not have made anything which would
have placed temptation in the way of the guests at that happy feast,
and which might have had an injurious effect upon them. The ruler's
remark, however, shows that the wine was really wine, and wine of the
best description. The remark also has often been noticed as suggesting a
sweet thought, namely, that the Lord Jesus is keeping the best things for
His people's enjoyment to the last. The world gives its best and fairest
at the beginning, its "good wine" first, but baser substitutes at the
last. "When men have well drunk," when their natural palate is
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blunted, then it puts before them that which it would not have dared
to offer them at first-coarser pleasures, viler enjoyments, swine's
husks. But it is far otherwise with the guests of Christ, the
heavenly Bridegroom. As JEREMY TAYLOR says :-" Jesus keeps the
best wine to the last, not only because of the direct reservation of the
highest joys till the nearer approaches of glory, but also because our
relishes are higher after a long fruition than at the first essays, such
being the nature of grace, that it increases in relish as it does in fruition,
every part I)f grace being new duty and new reward."
A day is coming when a far greater marriage than that of Cana in
Galilee will be held, when the Lord Jesus Himself will be the BrideThe Saviour's glory will be
groom, and His Church the Bride.
manifested then more wonderfully than it has ever been manifested
before. There will be no lack of wine or any 0ther enjoyment at
that heavenly feast. Happy, thrice happy, are thm'e who are ca~led,
and will be found to be accepted guests at that great snFpe, of
the Lamb.
Hatjord Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
THE LOVE OF IMMANUEL.
DID He endure poverty 1 It was that you might have the riches of
glory (2 Cor. viii. 9). Did He live in the form of a servant 1 It was
that you might receive the adoption of sons. Was He forsaken 1 It
was that JOu might be eternally saved. Was He slandered and condemned 1 It was that you might be absolved and justified before
God's tribunal. Did He weep 1 It was that you might rejoice. Did
sorrow oppress His breast 1 It was that everlasting joy might be
upon your heads. Was He wOllnded? It was that your languishing
soul might be healed. Was He made sin 1 It was for you, that you
might be made the righteousness of God. Did He bear the curse 1 It
was that you might inherit the blessing. Was He scourged 1 It was
that you might be embraced in the arms of His everlasting love.
Was He crucified 1 It was that you might be crowned. Did He bleed
and die 1 It was that you may live and reign for ever and ever.-

Clarkson.
No barrier can cross the believer's way to heaven. Jesus has opened
a new and living way for us, through His precious blood. "Love's
redeeming work is done! Come welcome, sinner, come. "-Anon.
BELOVED, it is good to be afflicted. Our days of suffering here we
call days of darkness; hereafter they will seem our brightest and
fairest.
In eternity we shall praise J ehovah most of all for our
sorrows and tears. So bleEsed shall they then seem to us, that we
3hall wonder how we could ever weep and sigh. We shall then know
how utterly unworthy we were of all this grace. We did not deserve
anything, but least of all to be afflicted. Our joys were all of gracepure grace, much more our sorrows.
It is out of the "exceeding
riches of the grace of God" that trial comes.-Dr. H. B07l4r.
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THOUGHTS ON DIVINE MOVEMENTS IN THE SOUL.
11' the soul of a dead sinner there can be no spiritually living movements without the Spirit of life, no gracious movements without the
Spirit of grace, no faithful movements without the Spirit of faith, no
loving movements without the Spirit of love, no godly movements
without the Spirit of God, no Christian movements without the Spirit
of Christ, and no spiritual movements without the Holy Spirit.
Divine movements are not subject to human improvements. No
sinner can control the work of the Saviour in his soul. Without the
quickening movements of the Holy Spirit in the soul, no man is
capable of choosing a living religion; a graceless sinner is not capable
of choosing a gracious religion, an ungodly sinner is not capable of
choosing a godly religion; an unholy sinner is not capable of choosing
a holy religion; an unrighteous sinner is not capable of choosing a
righteous religion; an earthly-minded sinner is not capable of choosing
a heavenly religion; a proud sinner is not capable of choosing a humble
religion; a lost sinner is not capable of choosing a saving religion; a
blind sinner is not capable of choosing a soul-enlightening religion; a
foolish sinner is not capable of choosing a wise religion; a cursed
sinner is not capable of choosing a blessed religion; a diseased sinner
is not capable of choosing a healthy religioR; a hateful sinner is not
capable of choosing a loving religion; a depraved sinner is not capable
of choosing a divine religion. The body cannot act without having
in it a human soul. The will and the power to do God's good pleasure
are the fruits and effects of His so,ereign and gracious movements in
the souls of His elect (Phil. ii. 13). By His gracious movements in
the soul, the Holy Spirit changes a dry-bone religion, and a hard, cold,
stone religion into a living, loving, active one (Ezek. xxxvii. 1-10 ;
1 Peter ii. 5~. All people who have seen the kingdom of God, and
have entered into it, owe that sight and entrance to the invincible
movements of the Holy Spirit (John iii. 3-5). By His divinely-purposecl
movements in the souls of His people, prayer is offered by them for
what God has promised, and praise given to Him for what He has
performed. Of old, "Holy men of God spake as they were mo,ed by
the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter i. 21). They were moved by the work of
the Spirit before they spake the word of the Spirit. Speaking,
according to the Holy Spirit's order, is the highest a man can attain
unto.
Yet such highly-favoured speakers are not popular amongst
unholy and ungodly people. What a precious treasure is the Holy
Bible, recording as it does, the blessed words of the blessed God,
the holy words of the holy God, the wise words of the only wise God,
the gracious words of the gracious God, the loving words of the loving
God, the just words of the just God, the righteous words of the
righteous God, the faithful words of the faithful God, the living words
of the living God, the glorious words of the glorious God, the true
words of the true God, the unchanging words of the unchanging God,
and the eternal words of the Eternal God.
All true believers love to feel the Holy Spirit moving in their
souls by His gracious work and words. The followers of the Lord
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Jesus Christ trace the improverpents in and amongst their fellow
men to the movements of their God. When alone they sometimes
sing, with melody in their heartsH

God moves in a mysteriouB way,
His wonders to perform."

Such contrary movements are felt in the souls of regenerate persons
as often to provoke them, and drive them to their wit's end. For years
together some of the Lord's dear children go only a creeping pace,
like a worm. But when the Holy Spirit moves in their hearts with the
gracious words," Fear not, worm Jacob" (Isaiah xli. 14), they begin
to creep out of their dark holes and, before slipping back into their old
sad state, it may be they mount up as eagles, far above their worm's
pace, and soar high above the dead and dying things of this evil
world. In their upward flight eagles find no dead bodies to feed on;
no carrion met with there; grand views and pure and bracing air
(Isaiah xl. 31). It is well when strong eagle mounting and rejoicing
Christians do not forget the creeping and weeping ones. Creeping
things were in Noah's Ark and in the great sheet Peter saw let
down from heaven (Gen. vii. 14; Acts xi. 5, 6). All the Divine
movements in babes in Christ, in young men, and in fathers are regulated by infinite wisdom and etel'llal love. The fast cannot hurry
them, the slow cannot hinder them. Each member of Christ's mystical
body, as well as every living branch of the True Vine is the favoured
subject of the Divine movements of the Holy Spirit. Wonderful
are the effects produced by the movements of the wind, of fire, and
of water. Still more marvellous are the moving, murmuring, and refreshing influences the Spirit exerts in the believer's soul. None can
truly value the merit of Christ without possessing the Spirit of Christ.
In the called people of God the merit of Christ and the Spirit of Christ
sweetly agree. The Holy Spirit is the Holy Father's abiding gift
to His dear children. His teaching is far reaching. He teaches
poor sinners what was meant by the Son of God being sent; He
keeps the truth in the belie,er, and the believer in the truth. He
is God, and doeth in His people what none but God can do. By His
gracious movements in their souls, they leave what is evil and cleave
to that which is good. He so comforts them as to make them feel
truly comfortable. The Spirit of the Father speaketh in His children.
Man speaks to them, and some speak against them, but the Holy
Spirit speaketh in them words of life, of power, of grace, and of
salvation. "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." A public speaker
would not like to have only one hearer. The Holy Spirit speaks in
each one of God's people. A holy word spoken to the heart by such
a holy Speaker detects sin, causes the soul to loathe and abhor it
and to look to Jesus for deliverance from its guilt and power. He
brings the Word home with soul-reviving force, makes Himself known
to the soul and in the soul, causing it to come into sacred communion
with Himself, whose blessings are S0 richly felt and enjoyed as cannot
be fully expressed by the human tongue Some of God's dear affiicted
and bed-ridden people are much favoured with communion with the
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Holy Ghost, which keeps them from complaining with the hardness of their lot. They see mercy in everything and everywhere, and
feel unworthy of the least of mercies. Communion with the Spirit
of Christ subdues doubt as to union with Him. Spiritual senses
come from what the Holy Spirit dispenses. All His gracious operations are in unison with the Divine intentions. It is by His movements in the soul that quickened sinners know the name of Jesus,
believe in the name of Jesus, call upon the name of Jesus, praise
the name of Jesus, love the name of Jesus, rejoice in the name of
Jesus, and glory in the name of Jesus. Broken-hearted sinners, who
by the Holy Spirit know Christ's worthy name, feel in themselves
much that is worthy of blame. By the heart-searching movements
of the Holy Spirit in them they see and feel the exceeding sinfulness
of sin, and the surpassing suitableness of Jesus the Son of God as the
only Saviour from it. Dying fellow sinner, how long have you felt
sinful ~ How did you first become acquainted with the exceeding sinfulness of sin 1 In what part of yom- nature, life, and conduct have
you discovered sinfulness 1 How did you become acquainted with
Jesus as a real Saviour from felt, real sin 1 In what way, when, and
where di~ He save you from the guilt of your sin, the condemnation
due to it, and gave you the knowledge of salvation through the remission of your sins ~ Sin is never absent from within. It is a stay-athome eviL "Sin that dwdleth in me" (Rom vii. 17). Through partaking of a depraved nature from the first Adam, man is a lawbreaker; through partaking of the Di,ine nature by the Last Adam,
he is a Gospel believer.
Hence the two natures are contrary the
-one to the other (Gal. v. 17).
All poor sinners blessed with the gracious movements of the Holy
.spirit in their he.-'l.rts are convinced of sin, are continually in conflict
with it, and are "looking unto Jesus" for everlasting conquest over
it. Indwelling.sin is no trifling thing. Notions in the head cannot
overcome the motions of sin in the heart.
Through sin man is a
battered and shattered crtJature, fallen by pride and in pride, and can
alone be saved out of it by Him who" humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (PhiI. ii. 8).
"'fiat great love that the Law~Keeper should suffer, bleed, and die for
the law-breaker! Smarting under sin will prevent a sinner smiling at
it. Tell a contrite-hearted sinner, when under the mighty hand of
-God, that he deserves to be slain, it would not cause him to sin with
his tongue.
He feels he deserves something worse than death.
Sin committed against God deserves condemnation from Him. The sly
and treacherous power of sin in believers is subdued and overcome
by the power of the Saviour's grace. When His grace prevails the
enemy quails. No man, by self-exertion, can effect sin's extirpation.
Sin is not put away by human services, but by the Saviour's sacrifice
(Heb. ix. 26).
In a fallen sinner there is nothing but slighting and fighting
against God the Saviour. The so-called free-will of man is joined
with ill-will against God.
The grace of God that bringeth salvation is not' at the disposal 01 a sinner who deserves condemnation.
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One born guilty can never make himself guiltless or innocent. Proud
sinners, .ignorant of the fall, in their own vain opinion grow very tall.
No man can merit the gift of the Holy Spirit. There is a spiritual
feeling under the Holy Spirit's revealing and sealing. A Christian
feels what the Holy Spirit reveals. By His teaching in his heart, he
learns that Christ, the Son of the living God, has wonderful qualifications for carrying out all His wise and good intentions; that He has
power in His hand to fulfil a.ll the intents of his heart; that the rays
of His saving grace penetrate where the X rays cannot; that His
unchanging affection extends to those who daily mourn over sin's
infection; that He is the true stay of all who truly pray; that security
and purity are in Him; that He sanctifies and satisfies the longing
soul; that those blest by Him rest in Him; that man's human thoughts
cannot determine the true meaning of Eis Divine words; that His
gracious manifestation enables the soul to be "patient in tribulation; "
that the resurrection is the main theme and cream of the Gospel;
that it is sweet to feel at home in looking and longing for Him to
come; that it is blessed to be on the lookout for Him who says,
"Surely I come quickly," and to be enabled to say, "Amen. Even
so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. xxii. 20).
Bath.
F. F.
ONLY" A LITTLE WHILE."
ONLY" a. little while"The night is nearly gone,
The day without a cloud,
Will swiftly, sweetly dawn.

.Only "a little while "The trumpet soon will sound,
And loved ones now asleep
Will rise from rending ground.

Only" a little while "The work is almost done,
Reward will soon be given
To every faithful one.

Only" a little while"
To walk 'mid thorns that tear.
We soon shall be" caught up"
To heavenly regions fair.

Only" a little while "The pain will soon be past.
Perpetual, perfect peace
Will be our part at bst.

We soon shall meet the King,
Who for us meekly died,
And when we see His face
We shall be satisfied.
ISA.

TRUE FRIENDSHIP.
How sweet and refreshing must have been the love of Jonathan to
David. The Lord brought it to pass for a relief to His poor child,
to sustain him under his trouble, but if the friendship of Jonathan
was so sweet and seasonable to David, what must be Christ's visits
to His poor ones in distress, "who is a Friend at all times, and a
Brother born for adversity 1" Surely, dearest Jesus, if the kindness,
love, and friendship of Jonathan was so constant, well may we depend
upon Thee, whose love is from everlasting to everlasting, and whose free
friendship is like Thyself, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."

-Dr. Hawker.
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£'trm.crus ltnh ;ij.crt.ts .crf '£;trm.crus.
JESUS: THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.
SERMON PREACHED IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF CHARLES, PLYMOUTH, ON
THE LORD'S DAY MORKING, NOVEMBER 21ST, 1824, BY THE REV. DR.
HAWKER, ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEATH OF HIS YOUNGES'l' DAUGHTER
(AGED 32).
"Jesus said unto her, I am the ReSU1yection and the Life; he
that beZieveth in lvIe, though he were dead, yet shall he live,. and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?"
-JOHN xi. 25,26.
I BESEECH you to pause over those Divine words. What sublimity
there is in them! We need not ask who is the Almighty Speaker,
for we are told. And, indeed, it could be no other than He, who
ill " the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." For what prophet
or apostle, yea, what angel or being among the whole creation of
God, ever did, or ever could, assume such language, and say as,
Jesus did, "I am the Resurrection and the Life!"
And here I feel constrained to pause again, and to remark, that if,
while the Lord Himself makes this proclamation in your ears, the
same Almighty God, by the influence of His Holy Spirit, were to give
the saving unction and belief of it in your hearts, I might shut up
my sermon before I proceeded further to enlarge upon it. For if the
redeemed and regenerated child of God, thus taught of God, was
enabled spiritually to receive those Divine truths with full assurance
of faith: to realize them in his mind and conscience; to live upon
them day by day, to bring them into constant exercise and use; that
they might lie down with him, and rise up with him, and be as
frontlets between the eyes; the sweet savour would lift him out of
himself, and above himself, and from all the sin and sorrow which
he is the object, and the subject of, from the Adam-fall transgre&sion,
and cause him to say, with the Apostle, "Now thanks be unto God,
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ" (2 Cor. ii. 14).
But let us take a leisurely survey, in profound meditation of this
whole proclamation of our most glorious Christ, and examine one by
one the sublime truths, and mark their various bearings as they
have reference, first, to His Almighty Person; and then, from their
union with Him, as they relate also to His people.
And first, of the Almighty Speaker. " Jesus said! I am!" This
Great I is He whose being and essence is the sole cause of giving
being to His people. For without Him the whole body the Church,
whether in heaven or in earth, would be but as so many cyphers, so
many nonentities. It is the Lord Jesus, by heading them, and
standing before them as the figure one in arithmetic, constitutes
their number and being.
Next observe what the Lord declares of Himself: "I am: that is,
the only One, which is, and which was, and which is to come " (Rev. i. 8).
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Of creatures it may be said, Some have been, some now are, and
some may be hereafter. But of our most glorious Christ, He was,
and is, and will be the same, and unchangeably for ever.
As the
Lord expressed Himself to the Jews, "Before Abraham was, I am!"
(John viii. 58.)
But we must not stop here.
The Lord proceeds, in giving this
sublime statement of Himself, to show His eternal power and Godhead by acts corresponding to the Almightiness of His Person. " I am
[He saith] the Resurrection and the Life," Observe, He is not only
the cause of the resurrection and the life, but He is Himself both. All
is in Himself, as well as by Himself. It is not enough to say that by
the great and incommunicable salvation which He wrought, He hath
done all this for His people, but that He is Himself the whole to His
people. He is Himself" the Resurrection and the Life." His people
were considered virtually all in Him, and represented by Him, when He
did what He did, and suffered what He suffered, for their salvation. So
that they were crucified with Him, buried with Him, were raised up
together with Him, and made to sit together with Him, in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus" (Ephes. ii. 5, 6).
Neither is this all. For the Lord Jesus adds, that His people shall
know all these things, and spiritually elljoy them, when, by the Divine
effects He works in their hearts, they are brought into a spiritual and
scriptural apprehension of them in their minds and consciences. "He
that believeth in Me [saith the Lord] though he were dead, yet shall he
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me, shall never die."
Here again, as in the former part of our Lord's words, His own
sovereignty is asserted and assured. Living in Him is the cause of
believing in Him, and as the one is productive of the other, faith or
belief in Christ will necessarily follow life in Christ. And such a life
and faith became the fullest demonstration according to the Apostle's
statement of "being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth fo1' ever"
(1 Peter i. 23). Oh that this great truth, this glorious truth, was
so fully incorporated in the souls of the Lord's redeemed and
regenerated family that every child of God which is brought into
an acquaintance with the plague of His own heart could, and did,
calculate rightly, his vast privileges in Christ. He would then enter
into the Divine enjoyment of what John calls the record God hath
given to His Church of eternal life. For this life is in the Son:
and he that hath the Son hath life: and shall not come into con·
demnation, but is passed from death unto life" (1 John v. 11, 12;
John v. 24).
Such is the soul animating subject proposed to our spiritual
meditation in those sublime words of our most glorious Lord. My intention is, as the Lord shall be pleased to direct me, in the first place,
to call your attention to the contemplation of the Almighty Speaker,
proclaiming Himself, and in His divine Person, under those distinguishing characters, "I am the Resurrection and the Life." And
when (if the Lord so graciously teach) we have received spiritual
and scriptural apprehension of the infinite greatness of His Person, so
o
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as to stand impressed with the full assurance of His eternal power
and Godhead, under those almighty characters, we will go on, in the
second branch of the discourse, to look into the Divine operations of
the same in om'selves. and see whether we ourselves are the subjects
and objects of this belief in Him; the both will form a blessed matter
of discourse, to revive our drooping spirits under all that we are called
to the exercise of in this sorrowful, sinful, dying world. And the
question with which our glorious Lord closed this scripture will be
the proper close upon the present occasion for you and for me, each
to put to ourselves, to discover our own personal interest in the
whole, "Believest thou this ~"
Let me, however, detain you one moment to remark to you the
vast and infinite importance of the subject itself, and to observe
that the apprehension of it can only be understood spiritually. The
new birth, or regeneration, is indisp€l1sibly necessary for an entrance
into the kingdom of grace here as well as glory hereafter. And this
is solely the free gift of God. For the Gospel saith, ,. To as many
as the Lord gave power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God"
(John i. 13).
And let me beg that you would take with this obser,ation another
intimately connected with it, before you enter upon the subject,
namely, that as we are altogether passive in the first receiving of
the new birth or spiritual life, so are we in all the after stages for
the preservation of that life. He that is Ihe Resurrection to quicken,
is the source also to keep alive. Hence our most glorious Christ
is divinely suited for saint and sinner: for the sinner to quicken, and
for the saint which in time past hath been quickened, to keep alive.
Christ Himself is the Resurrection and the Life of both. And it is by
His Holy Word and by His Holy Spirit the souls of the redeemed
are spiritually fed and nourished day by day. "Man shall not livc
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God" (Matt. iv. 4). The Lord grant, if it be His holy will, that
the precious doctrine of the resurrection may this day be realized,
and become a living principle in the souls of many, that all the
Persons in the Godhead being here to confirm the Lard's word, what
Jesus hath said may be fulfilled to our joy and His glory, "All that
the' Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to
Me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not
to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me. And this
is the Father's will that hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the
last day" (John vi. 37-39).
I begin as I proposed, namely, in calling your attention to the
contemplation of the Almighty Speaker, who proclaims Himself and
His divine Person under those sublime characters the Resurrection
and the Life.
I shall not upon the present occasion think it necessary to dwell
upon that part of the subject· which connects in one and the same
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view the whole Three Persons in the Godhead; for more or less you
know that these glorious fundamental truths of our most holy faith
form a part of every sermon I preach to you. And, indeed, I should
consider myself miserably deficient whenever these leading points
of all puxe doctrine were overlooked or omitted. For while it is this
Holy One, the Lord our Righteousness, who is the Executor and
Administrator of the whole purposes, counsel, will and pleasure of
J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons towards the Church; it is the
delight of the' Church to know, and what opens a continual source
of thanksgiving from the Church to each and to all to enjoy, that
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost take equal part, and are equally included
in this gracious administration.
What I have to call to your attention at this time is the personal
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Resurrection and the Life. In
which is included the personal dignity of our Lord. He was, and is,
one of the Holy Three, which bear record in heaven (1 John v. 7).
Hence He possessed in Himself, and underived from another, all
Divine attributes and perfections, and though distinct in Person from
the Father and the Holy Ghost, yet in common with the Father and
the Holy Ghost, being substantially One in all that constitutes the
Godhead. Keeping this apprehension of our most glorious Christ ill
view as we prosecute the subject, we shall discover (if under Divine
teaching) as we go along how competent and suited our most
glorious Christ is to make proclamation of Himself in this exalted
manner.
"I am," the Lord saith. By which is expressed His everlasting
Being, His eternity, and sameness of nature and essence, possessing in
Himself at one and the same time (call that time by whatsoever name
it may) past, present, and future. As if the Lord had said, I am what
I am now, and I am wha't I have always been, and I am what I shall
always be; yesterday before all worlds, to-day, during the whole timestate of all worlds, and for ever, when there are no worlds. There
is a similar passage which we meet with in the inspired writings of
the Prophet Isaiah Ivii. 15, "Thus saith the High and Lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy." These words are expressive
of the infinity of J ehovah. and are eq ually applicable to each and to
all the Persons in the Godhead. And the inhabitation of eternity is
a phrase peculiarly descriptive of the Divine essence as distinguished
from all creatures. It doth not simply mean dwelling, but inhabiting
eternity-that is, being eternity in Himself. And the application of
it to our most glorious Christ is very fully proclaimed in that
Scripture where He is called "the Strength of Israel" (1 Sam. xv.
29); or, as the word is rendered in the margin of the Bible, "the
eternity or victory of Israel;" in allusion to His victory over death,
hell, and the grave, all which are included in the comprehension
of the words in the text, " The Resurrection and the Life."
And from the first dawn of revelation, in the several manifestations,
the Lord was pleased to make of Himself, He assumed to Himself
the same distinction of character.
Thus to Abram (Gen. xv. 1),
" Fear not, Abram, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward."
o 2
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I am all these, I myself am; not in gifts, not in graces; but personally
so. In like manner to the same Abraham in the mount, "By Myself
have I sworn, saith the Lord." Himself the Swearer, and to Himself
the oath.
Compare Genesis =ii. 15, etc., all of which tend to
confirm the infinite greatness of Him who styles Himself" I am." And
if we pass on from Abraham to the days of Moses, we find the same
ascription of character which the Lord there made to Himself at the'
bush (Exod. iii. 14), "I am that I am!" Here, as in the text, the
Lord grounds all that He promiseth on the eternity of His nature.
And it is somewhat remarkable, in the Lord's adding to the glorious
Name, I am That, I am; as if in allusion to the fulness of time
when He would openly tabernacle among us, concerning which
the angel to Mary named Him, That Holy Thing (Luke i. 35); and
His servant John so named Him That (1 John i. 1).
I will beg to make a short observation on this first branch of the
discourse before I go on to the second-which is to say, what a
firmness of assurance such views give to our faith, in that He that thus
speaks and promiseth such blessed things to His people, confirms the
certainty of them by such testimonies of His own almighty power to
accomplish them. We have another delightful scripture to the same
purport in one of the Prophets: "Thus saith the Lord, the King of
Israel, and His Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts: I am the first, and I
am the last; and beside Me there is no God" (Isaiah xliv. 6). It is easy
to conceive how the Lord may be said to be the first, for the Lord
had Being in Himself before all worlds. But how the Lord may be
said to be the last, when the Church hath eternal life gi,en to her in
Christ, and (as He saith Himself) "Because I li,e, ye shall live also"
(John xiv. 19), will not that eternal life be commensurate to eternity 7
But here is the blessedness of the expression. He is both the first
and the last by His inhabitation of eternity which is (as I before
observed), a similar phrase for Himself. Hence therefore our eternal
life derived from Him, and being in Him, proves Him to be both
the first and the last; for He claspeth in His Almighty arms (if
the expression be warrantable) eternity with all its appendages; and
thus the whole Church is folded within His embraces; and consequently He is both first and last.
I proceed now as was proposed to the second branch of our
subject, namely, to look into the Divine operations of this high
character of our Lord, whether we know Him in the same, as our
Resurrection and Life; in that we ourselves are the subjects and
objects of this great privilege.
In the prosecution of this part of our subject I desire you to
notice the occasion upon which the Lord so graciously expressed himself. It appears that upon the death of Lazarus (as the history
records) Martha the sorrowful sister of Lazarus, seeing Jesus, said
unto Him; "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.
But I know, that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God
will give it Thee." Upon which the Lord Jesus said, "Thy brother
shall rise again." Yes! said Martha, "I know that he shall rise
again in the resUlTection at the last day." It should seem that
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Martha had a notion, in common with others at that time, of what
was supposed, but not openly revealed, of a resurrection; but not
the most distant idea how this resulTection was to be accomplished,
much less that the Lord Jesus was Himself the sole cause of that
glorious event, and indeed Himself the Resurrection. Jesus then
made that blcssed proclamation of Himself in the text, and said, "I
.am the Resurrection and the Life: he that believeth in Me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth
in :Me shall never die. Believest thou this 1"
Now, in order that we may enter into the clear spiritual and
.scriptural sense of this most precious d0ctrine, under the .Divine
teaching; and having, as I hope, laid down the sure foundation for
the cordial belief of the same under the former branch of discourse
by showing Christ's eternal power and Godhead, and from the same
authority, we shall now at once discover how truly our most glorious
Ohrist is Himself the Resunection and the Life, both in Himself, and
to all His people, by calling to our mind what the Scriptures declare,
.and what His people are supposed to know, namely, that in all He
said; in all He did; in all He wrought; in all He suffered; yea,
in all that He was as Christ, He was, and if', the Head, and Husband
.and Surety of His body the Church; "the fulness that filleth all in
all." Hence when He stood forth under this high character, he stood
forth, not as a private person, but a pnblic head; and when the
Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all (as it is said He did,
Isaiah liii. 6), in the same moment all our sins were taken from us,
.and charged on Him (Jer. 1. 20). When He died on the cross, the
Church died with Him (Gal. ii. 20). When" He put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself," from the Church sin was for ever put away;
and the Church sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all (Heb. ix. 26; x. 10). And when He arose from the dead,
the Church rose in Him as their glorious Head and Representative;
and as the Holy Ghost hath graciously taught the Church by Paul;
" Christ being risen from the dead, is become the firstfruits of them
that slept" (1 Cor. xv. 20). Hence He is the sure pledge and earnest
·of the resurrection of all His people; yea, He is Himself the
Resurrection; neither would His resunection be complete without
theirs, for where should the members be but with their Head 1 Nay,
the Church is not only one with Christ in His resurrection, but in His
.ascension and return to glory. For, saith the Holy Ghost by Paul,
to every regenerated child of God, when quickened into a new "Du.
spiritual life in Christ; "even [saith he] when we were dead in sins,
we were quickened together with Christ l by grace ye are saved); and
hath raised us up togther, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus" (Ephes. ii. 5, 6). So that the regenerated
Church, to all intents and purposes, is now in the Person of her
.glorious Lord sitting with Him; represented by Him; and He is
therefore Himself the sum and substance of all that she is, or ever
will be.
Oh! Divine saying of our most glorious Lord when He
.said, "I am the Resurrection and the Life!"
From this statement, the personal interest of every individual
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member .of Christ's mystical body may, through the unction of the
Holy Ghost (1 John ii. 20), be clearly ascertained. Are we regenerated
or born again; and have we those marks of the new and spiritual life
Are we convinced of sin, of
which follow the new birth 1
righteousness, and of judgment 1 (John xvi. 8-11.) Are we dead with
Christ, risen with Christ by the resurrection of grace, to a new and
spiritual life in Christ; and are we seeking those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God 1 (Col. iii. 1-4.)
The Holy Ghost, by Paul, hath stated these divine truths, as so
many testimonies in the mind of the risen with Christ, when he
saith, "Know ye not, that so many of us ltS were baptized into
Jesus Christ [that is not the outward baptism of water bnt inward by
the Spirit, see Acts x. 5J were baptized into His death 1 therefore we
are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of
His resurrection" (Rom. vi. 3-5).
Such, and infinitely more, is
included in those divine words of our most glorious Lord, when He
said, "I am the Resurrection arid the Life."
It now only remains for everyone present to put the question
to himself which our Lord did to Martha, as if the glorious Lord
had made a renewed proclamation of the same this day in this
church, saying, "I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth
in Me, though he were dead yet shall he li,e; and whosoever liveth
and believeth in :Me shall never die?" Believest thou this? Do you,.
and you, and you believe it? Oh! sirs! the doctrine of the resurrection is a practical, experimental, soul-refreshing doctrine, and
when, by the unction of the Lord} received into the spiritual mind,
and understanding, and conscience, and lived upon by faith, cannot
but tend to purify the heart, and induce a holy life and conversation,
that "when Christ who is our life shall appear, we shall appear with
Him in glory."
And now, having been strengthened to deliver my message to you
from the Lord, I look to the Lord for His blessing upon it. I am
come forth from the chamber of the dead to say these things unto the
living, and shall now return to my house of mourning with thanksgiving, in having been permitted for this purpose to visit the Lord's
house of joy. If you do not recollect a word of what I have said,
but yet shall be enabled to keep in memory what the Lord hath
said in the delightful words of the text, and the Lord should writethem in your hearts; this is the burden of my prayer for you, and
for myself. In them you will find a sure relief against all the
sorrows of life. Under bereaving providences in the death of friends,
and in the prospect of your own departure-if the Lord be'
loosening the pins of your earthly tabernacle, if all outward circumstances are dark and discouraging, and all inward comforts in yourself'
run low-let but Jesus whisper His o"n most blessed words to the'
ear of your spiritual apprehension, and all will be well. Jesus said,
"I am the Resurrection and the Life."

THE REV. C. J. SENIOR, M.A.
(FoJ'lnel'!y V'ica'" of' Blacl':f'oJ'd, C",·lisl •. )
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. C. J. SENIOR, M.A.
(SIDNEY SUSSEX COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.)
WITH much pleasure we this month present our readers with a
portrait of another faithful servant of Christ, together with a sketch
of the way by which the Lord has led him. We are able to give the
latter in Mr. SEKIOR'S own words. He writes:" Surely goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my
life!" The circumstances of my birth (which took place January 17th,
1845, at Dorchester, Dorset), were such that I was not expected to
live. I was privately baptized by the Rev. EVAN DAVIEs, Rector of
All Saints', Thursday, February 18th. My mother's care was unremitting, and I gradually grew strong; but when still an infant I had a
narrow escape of death or permanent injury. The nurse-girl, who had
had strict directions not to carry me, disobeyed, and fell with me;
but again my life was spared.
I am the only child of my parents, who, though always kind and
good to me, exercised a wise discipline.
My dear mother held in
sacred memory the Rev. ARCHDEACON MUtiGRAVE, Vicar of Halifax, to
whose faithful ministry and gracious example she owed, under God,
her own spiritual life. It was always her wish that I should enter
the ministry of the Church of England. Her own principles were
strongly Protestant and Evangelical. My parents were both regular
in their attendance at church, and in the habit. of family prayer.
They always attended the ministry of godly men of Evangelical
views.
During my early boyhood at Truro, in Cornwall, we had sittings in
St. John's Chapel-of-Ease, where Dr. OSBORKE TANACK was Incumbent.
He was succeeded by Rev. ORLANDO M.A.,."LEY. Both men were earnest
preachers of the Gospel, and in their lives consistent godly men.
With them my dear mother worked as a District Visitor.
At this time we took in the Sunday at Home, and the pages for the
young in that Magazine were most helpful to me.
In 1858 my father removed to Birmingham. There I had the
privilege of attending the Ininistry of the Rev. FRANCIS MORSE, who
prepared me for confirmation. His faithful words were blessed to me,
and my confirmation, November 20th, 1860, by the late BISHOP
SPENCER, of Madras, acting for the BISHOP of WORCESTER, at St.
Philip's Church, was the means of bringing me to a full decision to
serve the Lord with all my heart.
Attending the same ministry, and confirmed at the same time, was
CAROLINE, granddaughter of the Rev. JOHN FRY, some time Rector of
Desford, in Leicestershire, author of books on the Second Advent, Job,
Psalms, Romans, &c., and grandniece of CAROLINE FRY, authoress of
Ch1'ist our Example, The Great Commandment, &c.
Miss FRY'S
widowed mother and family lived near to us, and her. brother was
my schoolfellow and companion.
Our hearts became knit together,
and the influence of her sweet and devoted Christian character
deepened and expanded my knowledge of doctrinal and experimental
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religion. We both derived much profit later on from the doctrines
of grace 'so faithfully preached by the late Rev. THOMAS SMITH, Vicar
of St. John's, Harborne, near Birmingham.
In October, 1863, I became a pensioner of Sidney Sussex College,
Cambridge. Here I received further help from the sermons of the
Revs. C. CLAYTON and T. T. PEROWNE, whose churches I mostly
attended. Keeping in view the ministry of the Church, I took a
class in the Jesus Lane Sunday School, and read Lessons for the then
Vicar of Madingley (Rev. R. MACHRAY, the Dean of Sydney, now
Metropolitan Archbishop of Rupertsland in Canada).
In 1865 I began the study of Hebrew with the Rev. PETER MASON,
of St. John's College, and in June, 1866, I was placed in the first
class of the list for the ordinary B.A. degree.
Meanwhile, I had been taking in a little publication called" Gilead,"
edited by the Rev. THOMAS HUBAND GREGG, of St. John's, Harborne.
In this magazine a list was given of men who held and preached the
doctrines of grace, amongst whom appeared the Revs. S. A. WALKER,
St. Mary-le-port, Bristol, R. CORNALL, Emmanuel Church, Bristol,
D. A. DOUDNEY, of St. Luke's, Bedminster, and ViT. SAUNDERS, of St.
Silas, Bedminster. On the College boards I saw an announcement of
a vacancy for a Junior Classical Mastership at the Bristol Grammar
School. For this I applied. The appointment was given to me. I
then had the good fortune to hear the faithful and stirring addresses
of the Rev. S. A. WALKER, and to attend the Bible Readings over
which he presided. The whole-hearted devotedness of this servant of
God were most stimulating to my soul.
On July 3rd, 1867, I was married to Miss CAROLINE FRY, at St.
John's, Harborne, Birmingham. June 7th of the year following I
was ordained deacon in Gloucester Cathedral, on the title of Rev. R.
CORNALL, and appointed curate of Emmanuel Church. My ordination
as presbyter followed on Trinity Sunday, 1869, in Gloucester Cathedral.
The wise and tactful example in parochial visitation and work of this
good man of God was an inspiration.
During my ministry at Emmanuel, whilst visiting two young men
who were invalided, I had a memorable talk with them about
Temperance and Total Abstinence.
They were converts of Mr.
SIMON SHORT, and well educated in the principles of the Total
Abstinence movement. On thinking over what had been said, I saw
it to be my plain duty to abstain from all intoxicating drinks as
beverages, and I have remained an abstainer ever since.
In April, 1870, the Rev. T. H. CLARK, Curate of Clifton, came to
Emmanuel Church to preach, and through his kindness in naming
me to BISHOP ANDERsoN, I became Minister cf Dowry Chapel, in
succession to the Rev. S. P. JOSE, in the following June.
In the evening of Easter Day, 1872, BISHOP ANDERsoN preached
the last sermon in the Old Dowry Chapel, from the text, Psalm
lxxxvii. 5, 6.
For a year and five months the congregation worshipped in the
Dowry Schoolroom, Rownham Place (the Old Assembly Rooms, when
the Hotwells was a fashionable watering place), whilst the chapel
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was pulled down, and the new church of St. Andrew was being
built. .In the summer following the closing of the chapel I had a
most restful tour with my dear parents in France and Switzerland.
Thus the Lord in His loving goodness prepared me for the next
events of His providence.
On September ~6th, 1872, my third daughter was born.
My
dear wife contracted puerperal fever, and pyremia set in. After a
sad time of weary suffering borne in a beautiful spirit, she passed,
on Sunday, October 13th, to the rest that remaineth for the people
of God.
When speech had become inarticulate, she wrote for me
with a shaky hand this precious verse, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee."
How greatly she
had endeared herself to the mothers and the teachers and others
of the parish was manifested in their attendance in large numbers
at the Arno's Vale Cemetery, where her mortal remains were laid
on Friday, October 18th. Thus ended our short, but blessed and
happy married life.
The loving presence of my dear Lord and Master, and His wonderful consolation experienced during my widowerhood, have enabled
me since to comfort others with the comfort wherewith I was comforted
by Him. Blessed be His holy name!
Stirred by the example of IRA D. SANKEY, and the writings of
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL, I consecrated my voice to my Master,
and sang solos for His glory.
In several instances He has
graciously permitted me to see definite conversion or other blessing
following.
A remarkable incident occurred about this time. A woman in a
state bordering on deli1·ium tTemens came to see me. After prayer
she signed the temperance pledge. The appetite for strong drink
was, however, more powerful in her than faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and so she fell back. But not long afterwards she came to me
again in great distress of soul, telling me of a remarkable vision
,she had had. She said "I saw hell before me as a great pit with
its burning flames. I stood on the brink, and my Saviour appeared in
His beauty, and He ~id, 'Go to your minister; it is the last time.'
We knelt in prayer again together, and sought for the strength of
the almighty Saviour, to enable her to keep from strong drink. He
graciously answered that prayer, and delivered her from her besetting
sin. She became a regular attendant at Church. Then she asked if
she might come to the Lord's Table. I knew well the sad falls that
have followed even the little sip of alcoholic wine taken there by
former victims of intemperance. I gave her permission to come, but
from that time I used the pure unfermented juice of the grape, sold
by FRANK WRIGHT, of Kensington. That woman has, through Divine
grace, stood firm, notwithstanding the drunken habits of her husband,
ever since.
May the time soon come when the Bishops and Clergy of the
Church of England may remove the stumbling block of alcohol from
the Lord's Table, and so from the path of the weak brethren. There
are, to my knowledge, many who dare not come to the Lord's Table
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because of the alcoholic wine, and others leave us and go to
Dissenting chapels where unfermented wine is used.
There are several notable facts in connection with this subject:(1) In Exodus xii., not only is unleavened bread (chamets) forbidden to
be eaten, but also it is emphatically said, in verses 15 and 19, "Seven
days shall there be no leaven (seor) found in your houses. (2) There
is no mention of a cup in the institution of the Passover, but the
Jews recognize the fact th!J.t "seor" applied to this, for to this day
(3) the Jews use unfermented wine at the Passover. It is written (Lev.
x. 9), "Drink no wine, thou, nor thy l:lons with thee, when ye go into·
the tent of meeting, that ye die not" (R.V.). (4) Nowhere in the New
Testament are we Christians commanded to use wine at the Holy
Table, for neither our Lord nor St. Paul used the word" wine," but
Christ spoke of "the fruit of the vine," and this is intelligible in the
light of I to 4 above.
My connection with temperance work brought me into contact
with Miss HELLENA RICHARDSON, of Redland, and her adopted niece,
Miss WILSON. It was through the exertions of Miss RrcHARDsON and
her brother, Mr. THOMAS RICHARDSON, that the first Sunday Closing'
Bill for Public Houses was brought into Parliament, and ultimately
placed upon the Statute Book of the realm.
In November, 1877, M.iss WILSON consented to join me in my life's
work, and take to her heart my four motherless children. To her was
due the formation of the Hotwells Creche, which is still doing a
beneficent work.
In 1882 God's hand plainly closed the door upon my work in the
Hotwells, and led me to become the curate of Westbury-on-Trym.
The people of St. Andrew's, Dowry Square, and many good friends.
in Clifton, who had helped us in our work, most kindly, presented my
dear wife with an armchair and myself with an inkstand, an illuminated
address, and 150 sovereigns.
The following is an abstract from the address :-" We are aware,
sir, that during your twelve years' ministry in this district, amidst thepeculiar difficulties and many discouragements of an extremely poorpopulation, you have always had the best interests of your people at
heart; that it has been your constant study to help them both for
this life and the life to come; and whilst your faithful and truly
evangelical teaching has been evident to all, we are also sensible that
you have always sustained that teaching by your personal example
of consistent godliness."
Equally distinct was God's guidance in removing me from Westburyon-Trym to take charge of the vacant benefice of Blackford, near Carlisle.
At Blackford we had our difficulties, but we had also our encouragements. Our laoour there was not in vain in the Lord, blessed be·
His holy Name. Some souls, we believe, were saved, some built up,
some comforted and sustained through the dark valley, some young
feet planted in the narrow way of Christ.
The preaching of the
cross still as ever proved itself the power of God unto salvation.
But again the pillar of cloud lifted. For some years Mrs. SENIOR'S
health had been seriously impaired by the severity and length of the
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winters, and when she had at length been brought to death's door by
malarial' fever it was deemed imperative that she should remove to
the south. And here the mild, invigorating air of Weston-super-Mare
has done great things in the renewal of her strength.
We esteem it a privilege to be members of the congregation of
Christ Church, and to be associated in the work of our beloved
Master with the Rev. COLIN CAMPBELL.
OUR "TOPLADY" NUMBER.
IF the Lord will, the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for May will
be largely devoted to a study of the life, writings; and labours of
the Rev. AUGUSTUS MOJ\TAGUE TOPLADY.
The recent public unveiling of a mural tablet in Broad Hembury
Church, Devon, to the memory of its erstwhile Vicar, the author of
the ever-precious hymn, "Rock of Ages, cleft for me," has done much
to bring the name of TOPLADY once again before the public. It is
with a view of promoting still wider interest in the life of this faithful
servant of Christ, and the precious truths for which he lJowerfully
contended, that we have decided to devote a large amount of our
space to a record of his history-personal and pastoral. Since our
proposal was first announced, a considerable correspondence has grown
up, and we are in receipt of valuable letters and documents bearing
more or less intimately on the subject we have prayerfully taken in
hand. Several fellow-workers in the cause of God's truth are kindly
rendering us important assistance, and in humble dependence on the
guidance and grace of God, we anticipate the production of a peculiarly
useful-and somewhat historic-number of beloved TOPLADY'S MAGAZINE.
Among the special features of the issue will be the publication, for the
first time, of 'a letter, written in TOPLADY'S own hand, to a Christian
friend at Bristol, in the course of which he touchingly describes his
recent farewell to the beloved flock at Broad Hembury, on his removal,
through delicate health, to London. Numerous extracts from his
prose and poetical works will be made, and, among the articles specially
contributed will be one on the volume of hymns he compiled ill 1776the identical copy which TOPLADY was accustomed to use being in
the possession of the writer. A photograph-facsimile of the title-page
Pen-and-ink sketches of
of the book will accompany the article.
the two Devonshire churches in which he ministered will appear,
together with his portrait, and an engraving of the memorial tablet
lately erected in the chancel of Broad Hembury Church.
We fully count on the cordial co-operation of all lovers of the pure
truth of the Gospel in furthering our undertaking; and we need only
add that the occasion is one which providentially affords an excellent
opportunity to bring the GOSPEL MAGAZINE under the notice of
Christian friends who may not be acquainted with its principles and
testimony.
THE EDITOR.
THERE is matter of thanks to be drawn from all God's dealings
with His children.-Romaine.
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IN LOVING MEMORY.-MRS. J. C. MARTIN.

"1 am come into My garden, MV sister. "-SONG

OF SOLOMON V. l.
ONE fair flower fewer on earth! One more gem in the Redeemer's
diadem on high! Surely Jesus has been gathering His lilies with a
liberal hand of late! Some of UA experience a feeling of growing
loneliness in the family and household of faith, so many blanks and
silences meeting us where, during years many, we hailed loved faces,
and sanctified friendships, and communed together of the great
salvation of our God. The world stoically tells us such experiences
are the inseparable penalty of advancing years. It may be so. But
consolation to our sorrowing hearts can spring from no such philosophic source. The answer to our oft-repeated exclamation, "My
father, my father! the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof,"
as we witness the departure to glory, one after another, of the
Lord's dear servants. is consistent with a divine assurance that the
Master has "a right to do what He will with His own;" and we
learn, through grace, to grow in the habit of bowing meekly to the
paternal hand that bereaves us.
The latest sorrow falls immediately and irreparably on our muchloved brother, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, who for forty years has
faithfully fed and led the truth-loving congregation meeting in the
Circus Church, Portsmouth. His sorrow, however, is also that of a
very large circle of God's people, at home and abroad, yet-we feel
constrained to add-it is a bereavement peculiarly keen to the writer
of these lines. The exact circumstances under which the Lord's
honoured handmaid was summoned into the glorious presence of her
heavenly Master may be told in the terms of an obituary notice
which appeared in the Hampshire Post, February 3rd : -

We regret to announce the death, after an illness of but a few hours, of Mrs.
wife of the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, M.A., the highly-esteemed minister of
the Circus Church, which took place at their residence, Rathmines Villa, Elm
Grove, Southsea, on Tuesday morning. About three years ago, at Ilfracombe,
Mrs. MARTIN was seriously ill, with a severe attack on the lungs; but she much
improved at Clevedon, and at length seemed perfectly restored, though evel'
since she ha,g been very sensitive to cold, thus exciting constant solicitude and
receiving unceasing care. On Sunday last she attended the morning and
evening services at the Circus, and was apparently in her usual health and
spirits. On Monday evening, indeed, she seemed as well as she had been fol'
years. After supper, however, she had an attack of severe sickness; and the
illness becoming serious and the necessity urgent, one of the nearest doctors,
was, at a late hour, called in-Dr. \V ALLACE, who returned with :Mr. MAltTIN,
by whom he had been fetched. The sickness continued, the condition became
more grave, and the remedies being ineffective, ~1r. yIARTIN called up Dr.
VIr ALLACE at three on Tuesday morning, the doctor again attending, and
assenting to a suggestion that Dr. KEY, a relative of the family, should be
called and remain in the house. Dr. KEY wa,g accordingly sent for; and he
stayed at Rathmines till the close. During the violent sickness much pain
seomed to be experienced, but towards the end the patient became quiet, and,
just before six, passed away-so pea{lCfully that the precise moment of her
departure could not be observed.

MARTIN,
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The same local journal makes the following appreciative observations :-'
The deceased lady was a daughter of the late Captain JOHN WXSTCOTT
LAWRENOE, R.M L,L, and was married to the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, at St. Paul's
Church, Southsea, nearly thirty years ago. For many years she has been President
of the Young Women's Christian Association, in connection with the Circus
conducted tbe Y ouug Women's Bible Class and working parties, and gathered
round her a large number of young people, to whom she was deeply attached,
and by whom she was much beloved. In the religious life of the town, and in all
departments of the Circus work, she took a warm interest. Bright and genial,
discerning and spiritually-minded, she was an invaluable coadjutor; and in the
address presented by the congregation a few months ago there was a kindly and
appreciative recognition of her labour and worth. Suddenly, however, she has
been called to her rest, leaving her bereaved husband to continue, with the
Divine blessing and the affectionate sympathy of a devoted people, the work in
which, with such honour and success, he has forjover forty years been engaged.

The English GhuTChman (Feb. 9th) published the following sympathetic "In Memoriam" notice, with every word of which we cordially
concur:The name of the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, who for forty years past has held the
incumbency of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, is, we know, held in very high
esteem by our numerous readers. They will, therefore, cordially unite with us
in an expression of condolence with him in the irreparable loss he last week
sustained by the somewhat sudden death of his beloved wife. The late Mrs.
MARTIN. like her husband, was a devoted labourer in the vineyard of Christ, not
only in connection with the large congregation and schools belonging to the
Circus Church, but specially in the interests of Portsmouth young women
generally. The members of the Portsmouth Y.W.C.A. possessed in Mrs. MARTIN
a loving, wise, motherly friend, in whom they could thoroughly confide, one who
took the deepest interest in their individual circumstances and experiences.
During the many years that she conducted the devotional and other meetings held
at the Institute, she was the means of training large numbers of young women
for the duties and responsibilities of life. She consequently held a very warm
and permanent corner in their hearts long after they had migrated to distant
parts, while her loving correspondence with them served to foster the strength of
such spiritual ties. For some time past :Mrs. M"'RTIN had suffered impaired
health, but on Sunday week she was able to attend Dime Service at the Circus
Church, both morning and evening. On the ~10nday she was bright, and apparently fairly well, but was seized suddenly with illness late in the day, and passed
away peacefully on the morning of Tuesday, January 31st. This Christian lady'a
character was remarkable for its cheerfulness. Her faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ was chHdlike, but very firm. Utterly unselfish, she found her truest joy
in living for others. We again exprc.."S our warm sympathy with God's faithful
servant, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, in his sore bereavement, and pray that he may,
through grace, be able to realize sweetly that the Everlasting Arms are beneath
him, that the eye of a Father's love is upon him, and that the promises of God's
unalterable 'Vord are surely engaged to meet all his need.

.~

Fragrant of "the mind" that was "in Christ Jesus," our late
much-loved sister moved noiselessly but with potent influence among
both believers and unbelievers, and whether under the home rooftree or in more public positions of Christian service, her presence
and testimony were fragrant of her adored Redeemer's name. For some
thirty years we communed, in unbroken continuity, with this nowglorified fellow-pilgrim ,and true" fellow-labourer" in Christ. In our
sorrows she used to weep with us, and in our joys she used to joy.
Her: presence, with her beloved husband, at Clifton Conference, last
October, after several years' providential absence, was an incident
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full of cheer to us, and to many others who shared the privilege
of her personal acquaintance. On the Lord's Day evening following
the Conference she attended Divine worship at Mary-Ie-port Church.
But her distress was painful to witness at close of the service, on
account of her impaired powers of hearing having deprived her of
the discourse. As we led her out of the building she weepingly
exclaimed :-" That was my last hope"-referring to an apprehension
that permanent deafness would depriVe her altogether of the preached
Word of the Gospel, which she so ardently loved. As a matter of
fact, a merciful improvement presently took place in her condition,
~nd it is stated that on the last Lord's Day of her life-when she
thrice attended the services at the Circus Church-she heard the
"joyful sound" with comfort.
The last communication we received from the dear departed saint
,vas touchingly characteristic of her. It was written, every word, by
her own hand, and was much less tremblingly penned than some
preceding letters. She had heard of the painful anxiety through
which the Lord had been leading her friends at Clifton, and lovingly
wished to minister consolation to troubled hearts- as her wont ever
was'. The letter, dated "Rathmines, January 10th," said:My DEAR FRInm,-We hear you are in trouble, and I feel we must know wha.t
it is, that we may share it. Do let us know. Our hearts are tried on your
behalf, and our eyes are up to the Lord for you. He is the Father of mercies,
and the G1Jd of all comfort.
Thank you for your card. [This expression refers to our motto card for 1899 :
"He led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of ha-bitation."
{Psalm cvii. 7), a copy of which, according to long-standing custom, had been
sent to Rathmines Villa, at the opening of the New Year.-ED.] Oh, dear Mr.
ORMISTON, what a precious sound that is-" a city of habitation," and we can
only be led by the Lord. Though His paths are sometimes trying to us down
here, they are paths of mercy and drop fatness, and He leads always by the
ri.qht way.
May He bless you this New Year abundantly, and make you a blessing still
more than ever. Dear John and I send you our motto card, with our warm
united love to you and all around you. We were glad to hear your tidings about
G--. Believe me always, yours affectionately,
A. S. MARTIN.

The "City of habitation," so blessedly attractive to her faith in
this the house of her pilgrimage, has now been safely reached, and,
absent from the poor frail body, she is present with her Lord in the
New Jerusalem. The redeemed remains of our beloved sister were laid
to rest on Saturday, February 4th. The following report of the
funeral appeared in the Hampshire Post : Notwithstanding the biting northernly wind on Saturday afternoon, there waB
a large concourse at the Portsmouth Cemetery, Highland Road, Southsea, at
the interment of the remains of Mrs. MARTIN (wife of the Rev. J.C. ~ARTIN,M.A.,
minister of the Circus Church), who was taken ill about ten o'clock on the night
of the 30th January, lapsed, in a few hours apparently into unconsciousness, and
died peacefully about eight on the morning of the 31st. The procession left the
residence, Rathmines Villa, Elm Grove, shortly after three o'clock. The remains,
-which were in an an oak coffin, with brass furniture, were borne to the funeral car,
and subsequently to the cemetery church and grave, by, at their express desire,
members of the Circus congregation who had known Mrs. MARTIN for years. The
mourners were the Rev. J. C. MARTIN and his brother, Mr. JOSEPH MARTIN, J.P.;
Mr. CONNOLLY, Captain ARTHUR CONNOLLY, R.M., Mr. JAYNE, Mr. ALBAN
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GRIFFITHS, the Rev. ARTHUR GRIFFITHS, the Rev. HENRY MARTIJ", Mr. HORACE
MARTIN, Mr. HEBER MARTIN, the Rev. W. W. MARTIN (nephews); Commandel'
B. H. KEY, Dr. AS:::ON KEY, the Rev. B. S. ALDWELL (Vicar of St. Luke's), the
Rev. J. ORMISTON (Rector of St. Mary·le-port, Bristol), Mr. ARTHUR SUFFIELD
HARBoRD, the Rev. F. BALDEY (Vicar of St. Simons, Southseal, and the Rev.
A. J. DAY (Curate of the Circus Church). In consideration to the friends from a
distance compelled to return home by early trains, the remains were conveyed
direct to the Cemetery. So large was the attendance of members of the Circus
congregation, of workers in the various departments in which Mrs. MARTIN
had taken so deep an interest--Young Women's Christian Association, Schools,
WQl'king Parties~nd of other friends, that that portion of the service appointed
for reading in the church was conducted from the entrance to the edifice, the congregation extending far outside. The Rev. F. BALDEY and the Rev. A. J. DAY
were the officiating clergy; and the latter read the prayers at the grave, and
the former pronounced the Benediction. Ko pictorial accessories or other
artistic auxiliaries were needed. And yet the beautiful service of the Church of
England-so appropriate at the burial of such an one as the deceased, and so
solacing to sorrowing friends-lost none of its sublimity by reason of the
simplicity by which it was characterised.
At the Circus Church, on Sunday (Feb. 5th), appropriate reference was, of
course, made to the departure of one who at both services but a week previously
had been among the congregation. The Rev. J. C. MARTIN was unable to be
present; but he sent to his people a touching letter, expressive of his thanks for
their kindness and sympathy, and of acknowledgment of the support he had
received in this trial. The preacher in the morning was the Rev. A. J. DAY, who
selected for his text I Corinthians xv. 58. After touching on some of the more
prominent qualities of the deceased-her oneness with her husband in views and
feeling, her kindliness of disposition-and on her work, continued to the very
close of her life, the preacher applied himself to the subject of his text, which
he treated as an exhortation against undue sorrow and diminution of work, and
as an appeal rather to increased diligence and confidence in the Master's service.
The Rev. HENRY MARTIN, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Derhy (and some time Curate of
the Circus Church), preached at the evening service, to a very large congregation,
from Proverbs iv. 18.

Mr. MARTIN, who has been wonderfully sustained by God's grace in
his affiiction, has expressed in the local press his heartfelt thanks to
the many friends who have sent him kind words of sympathy in the
hour of sudden and unexpected sorrow. "He feels utterly unable to
attempt to reply individually. Iu the time of great need, the Lord
has much supported and sustained him."

"THY NAME IS AS OINTMENT POURED FORTH."
how lovely is Thy Name
To virgin hearts betrothed to
TheeTo all the poor, and sick, and lame,
Who Thy salvation taste and see.

JESUS,

,

.

Like precious ointment poured
forth,
Thy Name perfumes a faithful
soul,
And by its rich and fragrant worth,
Revives and makes a sinner
whole.

No harmony so beats the heart,
No ID usic so delights the ear j
No concert can such joy impart,
As Thy melodious Name to
hear.

n proves our daily joy and boast,

Our Rock of Hope and Bulwark
strong;
Our Anchor when the ship is
tost,
And will be our eternal song.

-John Berridge.

192

The Gospel Magazz"ne.

tJr1lhsfant

~taC1ln.

THE BIBLE AND RITUALISM.
WE quote from the City Press the following interesting and instructive
sketch of a lecture recently delivered in connection with the foundation
known as " The Ancient Merchants' Lecture." On the occasion in
question a good audience gathered in the Dutch Church, Austin
Friars, when the Rev. J. MORGAN GIBBON gave an able address on the
Old Testament and Modern Ritualists. The religious crisis of the
present moment, the lecturer declared, was two-fold-ecclesiastical,
or dealing with form; and intellectual, or treating of creed. These
again might be split up almost endlessly, with the distressful result
that Christendom presented a divided front to an undivided foe.
The question he wanted to answer was, What bearing has the Old
Testament on Ritualism 1 He appealed to the Old because admittedly
the Ritualist took his lessons on form and ceremonial mainly from
that book, and he (the lecturer) thought that, if he could prove that
Ritualism could claim no warranty for its practices from the Old
Testament, it would not be difficult to oust it from the New. Jesus
Christ, when He rose from the dead, declared that in Him the Old
Testament in all its details had been fulfilled, that the mould of the
Jewish Church was broken, and that He Himself stood forth the
exponent of free, world-wide, and simple spiritual religion. Jesus
divided the Old Testament into three parts-the Law of Moses, of the
Prophets, and of the Psalms-the three answering to the planting,
culture, and blossoming of true religion. Some philosophers sppke of
religion as something achieved, but the Genesis spoke of it as something implanted from the beginning. What was religion in the first
instance 1 It was moral and unquestioning obedience to God,
and that had been individual religion all along. God required man
to love mercy, to do justly, and to walk humbly with Himself.
Further on in the Bible they were introduced to Moses, the maker of
a nation, and the planter of a national religion. The people with whom
he had to deal had sunk so low that many of their strange, revolting,
and inhuman custom(- and beliefs were allied to those held by savages
to-day. What could he do 1 He could not with a sponge wipe out
the instincts and habits of centuries, and therefore he made those
very things subservient to his great purpose-that of evolving pure
and spiritual religion from the material to his hand. Thus, if they
read Numbers and Leviticus, they came to the magnificent fabrio
of which the details that bewildered them had been but as scaffolding
and hoarding.
They read, "Ye shall be holy, for I am holy;"
"Thou shalt not glean thy vineyard," a temple of mercy; "Thou
shalt not defraud," a temple of commercial honesty; and the great
command chosen by Christ Hin:self from the dust of Leviticus, and
placed in the forefront of His own teaching-" Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself." The prophets, the leaders of religious progress,
showed, in opposition to the priests very often, that in God's sight
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external forms were nothing.
They were the pullers down of the
scaffold.. They taught what sacrifices and what fasts found favour
in the eyes of the Most High. Then last of all came the Psalms,
the hymn-book of the Church in captivity.
When the Israelites
thought they had lost all they had lost nothing. When away from
the Holy City, the Temple, and all externals, they found they could
be truly religious. Once more, when Christ came, it was not to the
Temple, and not to the priests, but to common men and women.
Then, while the Holy City, the Temple, and all that was local,
external, and material perished in the flames, the religion of the
upper chamber and of the Spirit grew into immortal life. To-day,
we should beware of going back to the crude stone age of religion,
with its sacrifices, wearying ceremonial, and endless millinery. The
hour had struck for the world to worship in Spirit and in truth, and
Christians should beware how they touched the figures on that
dial-plate, lest they found themselves setting back the hands of
the clock.

A RALLYING CRY.
Do you hear the trumpet sounding, 0 my brothers?
Do you hear the trumpet sounding for the fray?
Shall the soldiers of the Cross be backward P
Shall the powers of darkness win the day P
Hear the summons calling, arm ye for the conflict,
Take the helmet of salvation, sword, and shield;
Where our Captain beckons, let us follow;
Forward, then, with courage to the field!
Truth our watchword ever, God our sure Defender,
Let the enemy oppose with all his might;
Fear not, soldiers, though the darts be many,
Our own God is with us in the fight.

o

ye renegades, betrayers of our freedom,
Would ye have us barter England's only hope?
Do ye bid us turn our backs on truth and conscience,
And for Christ 'exalt a prelate, priest, 21' .pope P
Rome shall perish, 'l'ltust our nation perish with her?
God forgive that we have truckled to the foe!
Raise no parley, 0 my brothers, give no quarter,
Lest we, too, should share her coming woe.

....

Onward press with hope and courage for a season!
We must fight if we would bear the victor's palm;
For awhile must hear the din of battle.
Ere we join the long, eternal psalm.
EDITH MARSH.

NEW washing, renewed applicft.tion of purchased redemption by that
sacred blood that sealeth the free Covenant, is a thing of daily and
hourly use to a poor sinner.-S. Rutherford.
p
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DEATH OF PASTOR CHINIQUY.
THE name of Pastor CHINIQUY, and the title of his biography, Fifty
Years in the ChU?'ch of Rome, are familiar to Christian people of all
denominations throughout the world. The zeal, labours, sufferings, and
marvellous success of this eminent convert from the conupt Church
of Rome gave him a place unique in the history of Protestantism.
Neither the blandishments, nor the murderous plots of the Papacy,
ever shook CHINIQUY'S allegiance to the Gospel and to the glorious
principles of the blessed Reformation. No other man living in our
own times-so hr as we are aware-has been made instrumental in
delivering so many souls from the serfdom of Papal priestcraft and
the abominations of the Confessional as the great Canadian Pastor,
who fell asleep in the Lord in January, at Montreal, in the ninetieth
year of his age. As a tribute to the memory of God's dear servant,
whose personal acquaintance was enjoyed by the writer of these lines,
the following interesting obituary, which appeared in the Times,
January 17th, 1899, is printed at length : Our Ottawa correspondent telegraphed last night :-" Father
CHINIQUY, who occupied a prominent place in the religious life of
Canada for many years, died at .Montreal to-day. He was formerly a
Roman Catholic priest, but in 1858 he seceded from the Church of
Rome, taking a congregation, numbering over a thousand, with him.
Subsequently he was ordained a minister of the Presbyterian Church
of Canada."
CHARLES CHINIQUY was born on July 30th, 1809, at Kamouraska, in
the Province of Quebec. He was educated for the priesthood, and
ordained at Quebec in 1833. As parish priest of Beauport he became
much concerned with the effects of drunkenness among his flock, and
joining the Oblate Fathers in 1846, he gave himself up to a crusade
against the alcohol habit. A man of remarkable eloquence, his success
was such that about 200,000 persons are said to have enrolled themselves as total abstainers at the missions conducted by him throughout
Lower Canfl.da. The unexpected strength of the temperance sentiment
which is found in many purely French district~, leadin!/:, in some cases,
so far as prohibition by municipal ordinance, is largely traceable to
"the Father MATHEW of Canada," as he has often been called, or "the
apostle of temperance," as he was officially entitled by the Bishop of
Montreal. In 1851 Father CHINIQUY migrated at the head of about
10,000 of his fellow-countrymen to Illinois, where they established a
,settlement at Kankakee. In 1858, however, the priest left the Church
of Rome, and a large number of his flock went with him. Thence'lorward he devoted his powers of oratory and his extraordinary energy
-he seemed to be always at white heat-to a campaign against the
(communion in which he had spent the first fifty years of his life.
'fhe opposition he now encountered matched his own militant fervour.
The French-Canadians, friendly enough to English Protestants, have
little patience with deserters from their own ranks; and Mr. (!HINIQUY
made patience doubly difficult by the injudiciousness and even bitterness of his attacks on the faith of his former friends.
Intense
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admiration gave place to hatred equally intense. With characteristic
recklessness Mr. CHINIQUY carried his war into the heart of the
enemy's country.
Serious disorders occurred on his visiting Quebec
in 1859, and Mr. CHINIQUY was himself wounded. In the following
year the ex-priest, now a Presbyterian minister, spent six months in
the United Kingdom, giving 182 addresses in the course of his tour
-a record which he surpassed during subsequent visits in 1874 and
1882.
In July, 1874, he was stoned after speaking against Roman
Catholicism at Antigonish, Nova Scotia.
Two ye(l-rs later he was
struck down at Halifax, N.S., and the church in which he preached
In 1879 he visited Australia, always OIl- the same
was injured.
errand, and was roughly handled at Horsham, in Victoria. Relating
this incident in public he said :-" They have so often attacked me
with stones, sticks, daggers, and pistols; I have been so often struck
and bruised, that the idea of dying under their blows has become my
·daily thought-I dare say, my daily bread. Besides that, at my age
-seventy years-death has absolutely lost all its terrors for me."
He certainly defied it without a moment's flinching. A few months
later Hobart Town, Tasmania, was thrown into an uproar by his
activities, and the passion they invoked in the lower class of his
opponents, but the bodyguard of Orangemen who rallied around him
here and elsewhere saved him from serious injury. In 1884 he was
attacked on board a steamer at Montague, Prince Edward Island,
and was rendered unconscious. A somewhat similar incident occurred
at Escanaba, Michigan, in 1891, and stormy scenes marked his ministrations in many other towns.
Preserving his bodily vigour to a marvellous degree, Mr. CHIKIQUY
was heard of climbing mountains in his native province at the age of
eighty-seven, and soon after, in the autumn of 1896, he crossed the Atlantic
again to obtain support for a Protestant school he was establishing
among the French Canadians of L'Islet. After fulfilling many lecturing
and preaching engagements in this country under the auspices of the
Protestant Alliance, he returned to Canada, but not to rest. Writing
in the autumn of 1898 to the leader ef a remarkable Protestant movement among the priests of France, this doyen des evades was able to
say :-" I have entered my ninetieth year in perfect health. My hand
does not yet tremble. My sight and hearing are as good as at the age of
twenty, and the last sermon I delivered gave me no more fatigue than
the first, which I gave when I was scarcely twenty."
Mr. CHINIQUY wrote much, generally in a controversial strain, his
principal work being Fifty Years in the Church of Rome. Readers
of The Times will remember a striking statement published in its
columns a few years ago, in which he described the gradual displacement
of the French language among his fellow-countrymen and attributed
it to the intrinsic superiority of English. He himself made a practice
·of writing his books in English and then translating them into
French.
It may be added that a Montreal newspaper, the Daily Witness,
was laid under the episcopal ban for reporting Father CHINIQUY'S
l;ermons in 1876, and has remained under it to this day.
p 2
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE leading event in the sphere of Protestantism last month was
the magnificent gathering of 10,000 English, Irish, Scottish, and
Welsh subjects of the QUEEN, in the Royal Albert Hall, Kensington,
to protest against the continued toleration of Romish doctrines and!
practices in the Established Church. The scene was one of historic
interest, and -has left on the minds of those who witnessed it an
impression not likely to be forgotten.
The English Chunhman of
February 1st published a full, well-illustrated, and interesting report
of the proceedings. The chair was taken by LORD KINNAIRD, and one·
of the many striking incidents of the occasion was his receiving nofewer than 760 telegrams from all parts of the kingdom, and places
abroad, expressing sympathy with the Protestant objects of the
Demonstration. Among these telegraphic messages was one from
Nottingham-the longest private telegram ever passed through the
Post Office-bearing no fewer than 3,333 names, consisting of 7,327
words, and costing £15 5s. 3 t d.
The enthusiasm of the vast
gathering was intense, and it was evident from first to last that a
powerful resolution has been arrived at by the British public that
either Anglican priestcraft must be put down or the National Church
must be ended. Reformation, not destruction, was the key-note of
the great meeting. The Bishops were arraigned for their shameful
neglect of duty, and legislation on Protestant lines, including repeal
of ·the Episcopal Veto, was decided upon. A Bill, to be introduced'
into the House of Commons was announced by COLOXEL S.U;DYS, M.P.,
het provision of which evidently afforded satisfaction to the thousands
assembled. At the close of the proceedings, "hich \yere not subject
to any drawback, the National Anthem was sung with great heartiness.
The collection amounted to £227, and by the sale of programmes a
further sum of £88 was realized. The rent of the magnificent Hall
for the evening, however, was, we are told, £250.
Much praise is
due to Mr. HENRY MILBER, secretary of the Church Association, and'
his colleagues, for the admirable manner in which the Demonstration:
was organized and calTied out. Owing to some occult cause, Mr.
JOHN KENSIT, who was on the platform, and for whom the
meeting repeatedly called, was denied a hearing.
It was rumoured
that influence in high places operated on the action of the noble
chairman.
We hope the matter will yet be cleared up, for
no one could possibly take a more cordial interest in the object of
the Demonstration than Mr. KENSIT, whose protests have largely col).tributed to force the culpable inaction of the Bishops (In the notice
of the public, the legislature, and the press.-The Spring Conference
of the Church Association will be held next March at Bolton.Mr. ROBER1' BRUWN, the author of a large number of theological
works, has just published a volume entitled Exposit())"y Teachings,.
which contains much valuable matter, likely to prove helpful to
Christians generally, and particularly to such as are engaged in teaching
others.-We cull the following apposite remarks on the subject of
hymnology from the City Press. They contain truths which need to be
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pressed upon the notice of the churches. The Romanizing book,
Hymns Ancient and Modern-feeble though it be in poetic merit-has
.done more mischief in popularizing Papal errors in the National Church
.than any other agency. Our excellent contemporary says :-" Some
interesting expressions of opinion on the hymns that are used in our
.churches and chapels are given by PROFESSOR SHUTTLEWORTH in his
work on The Place of Music in Public Worship. 'In our day,' says the
Professor, 'the difficulty is not so much what hymns to sing as what
.to omit.
Hyrnns Ancient and Modern, which is the most
'popular of all, owes its success more to the musical capacity of Dr.
MONK than to the judgment and taste of its compilers. It may be
safely said that no hymnal of repute contains so many bad hymns.
It would almost seem as though the sole test of the admission of a
hymn had been its doctrinal character. Bald and unpoetic doggerel,
,,;orthy of comparison with Tate and Brltdy, is to be found on almost
,every other page. The sickly sentimentality of these hymns has much to
.do with keeping earnest men away from church. They regard it as a
.slight upon their religion liO less than on their intelligence to be
.expected to join ill such hymns as "0 Paradise!" or those grotesque
stanzas for St. Matthew's Day, "Dear Lord, on this Thy servant's day,"
which unaccountably bear the name of a writer of much graceful verse.
Other hymnals are by no means blameless in this matter, though
Ancient and Modem is the chief offender.' "-The EDITOR has received
from the committee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society an invitation to preach the Society's Annual Sermon in London in May next. Particulars as to place, date, and hour of service will be announced (D.V.)
in a future issue.-Mr. R. E. BRIDER, who at Salisbury carries on the
work of the" Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy," founded
many years ago by his father, Mr. CHAHLES BRIDER, deserves every
.encouragement at the hands of God's people. The principles on which
the ~1:ission is conducted are those of the GOSPEL \lAGAzINE-a publication which, with others: Mr. BRIDER places in the hands of our
soldiers and sailors throughout the world. Gifts of Evangelical
and Protestant literature are always acceptable, and those of
·our readers who do not bind their Magazines could not do
better than send them to Mr. BRIDER, 1, Walton Place, Salisbury.The BISHOP of MANCHESTER, addressing a meeting of the clergy at
Preston recently, said certain text books bad been handed to him by
parents as having been given to the children by ministers. He condemned them as containing teaching which, if followed to its logical
end,must lead to the Romish Church. He did not suggest that the
books were issued with sinister intent, but he did say that was their
tendency. Transubstantiation was against the teaching of the Scriptures and of the Church.-The elasticity of conscience clerical is
very remarkable.
The 6'lobe lately had the following paragraph,
which may be quoted as an illustration :-" The vicar of Burtonwood,
Warrington, has got over the Ritual difficulty by arranging double
.services from Sunday next, 'high' at 9.30 and 'low' at 10.30.
, Broad' members will be able to attend from ten to eleven, thus
getting a nicelJ graduated mixture."-Among the last letters the late
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Dr. BERRY, of 'Volverhampton, wrote was one to an old friend at
Clapham, expressing the hope that he wonld have so far recovered
from his illness to attend the forthcoming Protestant demonstration
in the Albert Hall.
"Only by one great united and overpowering
effort," he said, "can the half-built walls of this Romish Jericho be
cast down."-Messrs. MACMILLAN and Co. have published in book
form, all the letters contributed by Sir 'VILLIAM HARCOURT to the
Time13 on the various aspects of the Church question.-That truth
is stranger than fiction is evidenced by the records contained in a
.book entitled One Hund1'ed Years, published at about one shilling
by the Church Missionary Society, Salisbury Square, London. It
describes the condition of the Church of England one hundred years
ago, and the changes it has passed through since then. It describes
something of the founding of missions to the heathen, with the
difficulties, failures, and successes accompanying such labours. A
large history in volumes, to comprise about one hundred chapters,
is being prepared by the Society, and One Hundrerl Yenrs is, we
believe, a kind of epitome of the greater work. Persons interested
in the rescue of savage tribes from their barbarous and superstitious
lives would be interested in the above.-A weekly contemporary
says:-" A member of the congregation attending a very advanced
ritualistic church in the South of London informs us that they spend
£250 a-year on their choir, surplices, incense, &c., and at a recent
sermon on behalf of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts, their offertory amounted to the humiliating trifle
of twelve shillings and sixpence."-The Church Association has
commenced lega.l proceedings against the Rev. H. F. HUIDE, Vicar of
the Church of the Annunciation, Brighton, for the use of the
SLations of the Cross, Confessional Boxes, and some fourteen other
"ornaments," which are said to be illegal.-The German Reichstag
has again voted in favour of the return of the Jesuits to Germany.
The Government, however, knows better than to give effect to such
a disastrous vote.-With deepest regret we have to state that the
Rev. TALBOT GREAVES, whose able services in l,he cause of the Gospel
of Christ, and whose long-continued and faithful advocacy of Protestant
principles have made his name a household word among God's people,
met with most serious injuries on Saturday, the 18th inst., when he
was violently thrown from his horse. At the hour of our writing, the
medical authorities hold out no hope of this ,aluable life being spared_
Witb our beloved friend and brother it is "well." But the Church
of God on earth will be made sensibly the poorer through his
removal.
Mr. GREAVES had quite lately promised the EDITOR t()
preach again at Mary-le-Port Church. Clifton Conference will mourn
in Mr. GREAVES the loss of one of its chief pillars.
PRAISE arIses from a sense of God's goodness to the unworthy.Romaine.
LET us often count over our mercies and our blessings as a miser
d?es his money.-Anon.
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SCOTTISH PROTESTANTISM.
'YE hail with satisfaction an apparent revival of the old Protestant
Kpirit in the land of JOHN KNOX. It is more than time, indeed, that
such an awakening occurred. The following illustration of Protestant
sentiment is found in an article which has just appeared in The
Banner of the Covenant (the official organ of the Scottish Women's
Protestant Union). The Bannm' says:In a recent discussion in the House of Commons over the Ilubject
of Ritualism in the Church of England, the Right Hon. A. J. BALFOUR
endeavoured to minimise the force of the statements made by Mr.
SAMUEL SMI'l'H and other members of the House, by affirming
"exaggeration." Controversy is not our province, but information,
and we subjoin the statistics given by the English Church Union in
their Tourist's (}Uide, and published last May. Our readers will thus
be able to judge for themselves of the magnitude of the evil, re·
membering that, while there are 23,000 clergy (Whitakeri in the
Anglican Communion, including curates and all, there are only 14,000
churches, according to the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY.
_ _ _Pa.rticulars.

1882 1883 1884'1 1885j 1886' 1888 1890 1189~ 1894 ' 1896 1898

Churches

2581279533193126 13476 377644555042595770628183

-

1

~ ~\~J157~

Daily Holy Eucharist - .
200 253 306 406 474 613
Eucharistic Vestments - 336 359, 3961449 509 599 797 1092137016322026
Incense
.
9 16[ 22 38 66
89 135 177 250 307 381
Altar Lights at the Holy
I
I
Eucharist
581' 663' 749 869 968 11361402 2048 2707 35684334
Mixed Chalice
... ... 1 ... I ... ...
... .,. ... ... 21114030
Eastward Position
- 1662187620542258 24g3 26903138 3918 503759647044

These figures are worthy of preservation, for they are good for two
years to come, and furnish matter for most serious thought. It is
creditable to ~fr. BALFOUR, as a Christian and a Churchman, to
repudiate all connection with Ritualism, but not creditable to be so
ignornant of the state of parties in his Church, or of the present
danger. It is natural for the Record to express disgust and indignation at J;he Church being dragged before the House of Commons; but
what are they doing to alter the facts which these startling figures
reveal-that the Church of England has 8,183 of her 14,000 churches
ffour-sevenths of the whole) Popish without the POPE, or 12,000 of
her 23,000 ministers (according to the VENERABLE ARCHDEACON TAYLOR,
of Liverpool), including assistant curates, vicars, canons, archdeacons,
deans, and bishops, unfaithful to their vows. The mass, the confessional,
purgatory, the priest with his spiritual domination, are as common
lIS in the Church of Rome.
It is to the discredit of the Church of
England to have one part of her clergy corrupting her, and the other
part silent and inactive.
The first thought which these startling figures awaken is one of
• Since 1886 the Guide has been published only in alternate years.
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astonishment that the English Church Union and the secret societies
have so far dug the grave of the great institution, which was declared
to be the bulwark of the Protestant faith. There can be no doubt
now that the Jesuits are in the land, and have been about their secret,
deadly work. But who could have imagined that they could have
conceived such a daring project as to turn the Protestant Church of
England into a branch of the Church of Rome-in possession of
everything it was possible to borrow from Rome, except subserviency
Now the Jesuits are over the land, and in English
to the POPE.
pulpits-" perjured parsons," as they were called-swearing one thing,
doing the opposite: destroying Protestantism by means of Protestant
pay.
The next thought is one of dismay. What is to be done to arrest
this evil 1 Is the judgment of God fallen on us, aud has judicial
blindness been given to the Episcopal,Church, and those who lead her
counsels, that they are indifferent to the issue 1 Her true loyal
evangelical ministers are silent; her bishops, in whose hands there is
!.ufficient power to vindicate the doctrines of her Articles, are either
sympathetic or encouraging thi'J process of counteracting the Reformation, and throwing England back, notwithstanding our advance in
civilisation and intelligence, to sad days when the darkness and
superstition of the Middle Ages kept men in bondage and spiritual
death. What do the particulaTs stated above mean ~ Daily Holy
Eucharist, or Eucharistic sacrifice, is another name for the Romish
mass. Vestments form the vesture of the Romish sacrificing priest.
Incense is some fictitious unguent, burnt in worship. Altar lights
are the candles, burnt in broad day light, in token of adoration and
worship, around the wafer which the priest makes people believe he
changes into -the flesh arid blood of Christ: The mixed chalice
contains -wine mixed with water, to set forth the blood and water
which flowed from the riven side of Christ. The Eastward position
Besides, the
is the turning to the East as the mediating priest.
priest brings with him the altar and filthy confessional, whereby he
can search out the secrets of home, break up the peace of families,
and be the real master of the house where his presumptuous claims
are admitted.
That is what the Jesuits have done in England, by the aid of those
w-ho sympathize with them, and to the extent recorded above. No
matter whether the POPE be acknowledged yet or not, that will come,
unless the free men of a great nation rise in their disgust and indignation to roll back this Romish invasion, to wrest the Church of
England from perjured clergy, and to deliver the land from degradation
and deathDuring the last month Mr. KENSIT'S movement has been advancing.
The case. against him has been quashed, and the laity, fired with his
spirit, are-arising all over England to do what the bishops are unwilling
to do. Although in some parts the most orderly measures are not
adopted, it is difficult for men who stand within the law to repress
their indignation, when the law they honour is employed to repress
them. In Brighton, Manchester, Hull, Sunderland, and many other
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places the laity are rising in their strength. The Bishops seem as
if stirred to take action. They have the power to repress the evil, but
no one believes they will use it. The BISHOP of LONDON, among
others, has issued an address to his clergy, and 70 of them replied
promising obedience; but what does that amount to, only to things
indifferent 1 And LORD HALIFAX, the leader of the Ritualistic party,
defiantly replies for all-that the six points they will not surrender.
The words of ARCHDEACON TAYLOR are becoming ominously true:"The Ritualistic movement must be suppressed, or it will wholly
triumph." May God give light to those who are in dismay, and
decision to those who are still Protestants.
Our chief concern, however, is in Scotland; and here, too, the
movement is becoming felt. The Episcopal Church is in close alliance
with that of England, and here, also, progress is visible. The secret
societies of England have all their Scottish branches, and the same
development of doctrine. The ritual is chiefly objectionable on account
{)f the doctrines it covers. .Mitres, wholly pagan head-dresses, are now
-common with the Scottish bishops. Last month, BISHOP DOUGLAS,
of Aberdeen, accepted the present of a gilt pectoral-a cross
with an image of Christ suspended on it-to be worn on the breast;
a miserable representation of the wearing of Christ in the heart.
Through the Year Book there are men who proclaim their adoption
of the symbols with all Romes's meaning, and the bishops have
the power to repress that, but will not. On the 15th July, in their
official organ: the Scottish Gua1'dian, an article appeared from the editor,
on Sacerdotalism, vindicating that huge imposture. "Now," the
writer says, "Sacerdotalism is the great bogie of the respectable
church.going people. If they could only see it in broad daylight,
and look at it well, their tremours would subside.
All it asserts is, that God in His tender love for souls has given
power and commandent to His ministers, not only to hear confession,
but to convey to the penitent an authol'it(dive declaration of forgiveness
-such as none else can convey." The italics are not ours. Our reply
is that Scotland has looked at Sacerdotalism, and at the priest, and
gone to the New Testament, and found there no auricular confession,
no sacrificing priest, no priestly absolution, and that all this assumption of superior nearness to God on the part of a priestly caste is a
recent importation from the land of darkness, for regaining a lost
power and prestige in Scotland, which she will again, with the help
of God, resist to the death. With the Scotch Episcopal Church, as a
Dissenting Church, we have nothing to do. Her people may worship
God as they please, just as the Roman Catholics do. But when this
Dissenting Church assumes the position of "The Church of Christ in
.Scotland," calling herself by the name, and when she does her best
in the towns and villages to attract Presbyterians to her by her close
imitation of Rome, then every Evangelical minister is bound to defend
the faith of his fatherland and the flock committed to his care, and
to speak out boldly to uphold the truth of God.
We can understand the meaning of the strong protest of Protestants
.of the Church of England dwelling in Scotland, like St. Thomas's
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Church, Edinburgh, who will have no association with Bishops who,
permit these innovations among their Clergy. They are held up to
derision by the innovators, because of their uncompromising protest;
but their position is becoming clearer and more intelligible every day.
They are the true representatives of the· Church of CRANMER and the
followers of JOHN KNOX should make their contention their own.
'1'he Presbyterian ministers of Scotland must be perfectly intelligent on
the subject, for this evil thing Ritualism is now in the land of the
Covenanters, and at their doors, and putting forth its strength to
infect their young.
One of the most important additions to the literature of this subject
is the publication, last month, of" An Indictment of the Bishops of
the Church of England," by the Church Association. In many respects it
is more startling than Mr. WALSH'S " History of the Oxford Movement."
It proclaims to the world that the Bishops-notwithstanding solemn
vows to defend the faith, and the fact that they have ample power to protect the truth and their Church-are the most guilty in the present
defection.
One by one the men who are responsible for the mischief are named_
First among them comes an old offender, in the Essays and Reviews,.
the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY. He is the Primate of England, in
receipt of £15,000 a year, with a palace. On the 4th of July he was
the chief speaker at a distinguished assembly in the Mansion House, in
connection with the Clergy Sustentation Fund. On that occasion he
declared that there were 14,000 benefices in England, and of the
clergy of these parishes, 6,000 had less then £200 a year. Of the
6,000, about 4,600 averaged £150, and the remaining 1,400 averaged
£65. The" Indictment" is that, when BISHOP OF EXETER, he protected
lawless clergy from the Law Courts. As BISHOP OF LONDON, he consecrated Churches full of Popery; took part in, or sanctioned by his.
presence, disloyal practices; treated with contempt the complaints of
the distressed Churchmen; authorised, in one instance (Church Times,
.\farch 25th, 1898), the use of the "Manual of the Confraternity
of the Blessed Sacrament," containing Transubstantiation, Adoration of
the Host, Hearing Mass, &c.; he permitted Requiem Masses. As the
ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, took part in Holy Communion in St..
Paul's, with altar lights. ·Writing to ecclesiastical dignitaries in Russia,
he dates it "as on the day of the Annunciation of the Most Holy Mother
of God, ever Virgin." Writing to the Pope, he claims that his
ministers are sacrificing priests, and the Lord's Supper a sacrificial
offering, as in Rome. He appointed canons, preachers, and chaplain
-all Ritualists; besides 34 priests to important benefices- all strong
Ritualists-their names are given. He permit~ masses for the dead in
ten churches under his jurisdiction. With this indictment by the
Church Association, his impeachment ought to follow next. Notes,
of this startling publication will appear again.
SPIRITUAL intercourse with Christian friends is a great privilege,
and ought to be highly esteemed.- B.
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PROTESTANT ARROWS.-III.
THE TRUE PRIEST.

,-

WE learn from Holy Scripture that when our first parents heard
the voice of God, after they had sinned, they "hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden."
Ever since, conscience has testified to the fallen children of Adam
that they have incurred the displeasure of God, and are unfit to
approach Him. Immediately after the fall God gave the promise
of a Mediator and Redeemer; and in order to teach men, and to keep
before their eyes the guilt and desert of sin, and also to train
them to understand how this promised One should reconcile them
to Himself, He instituted animal sacrifice.
These sacrifices were
appointed to be types of the one propitiatory sacrifice of Christ,
the Son of God, offered, once for all, upon Calvary.
It was, of course, necessary that there should be some one to
offer the sacrifice, and in the Patriarchal age, the head of the
family acted in this capacity. He was the sacrificer. or priest. In
the exercise of his priestly functions he intervened between the
family, of which he was the head and representative, and God,
against whom they had sinned. He was thus himself a type of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
When God, under the Mosaic economy, appointed the tabernacle
service for His people, He chose Aaron and his sons, and their
descendants, to exercise the functions of the priesthood.
In Aaron
himself, and his successors, the idea of this typical institution was
concentrated, and he was appointed high priest. As high priest
he represented the people, and intervened betw8.Jn them and God.
His office is defined in Hebrews v. 1; "For every high priest
taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to
God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins." The
most important sacrifices which tbe high priest offered were those
he offere d on the day of atonement, as detailed in the sixteenth
chapter of the Book of Leviticus. On that day alone of the whole
year he entered into the most holy place of the tabernacle, taking
with him the blood of the sacrifices, which he sprinkled on and
before the mercy-seat.
This, and much more, wa.s by God's express command, and was
designed to set forth in type and shadow the sacerdota.l work of
the true and only Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Ghost
teaches us in Hebrews ix. 11, 12, "Christ being come an High
Priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us."
The high priest of old could Dot typify the one Mediator throughout;
he could not himself, a sinful man, die to make atonement for the
people, and so he was directed to offer clean beasts as sacrifices both
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for himself and them, and thus the offerer and the victim together
pointed "to Him who was both Priest and propitiatory Sacrifice. For
it was not possible that the blood of animals could take away sins
(Heb. x. 4).
"But now once in the end of the world hath He
[Christ) appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself"
(Heb. ix. 26).
When Christ came, the types of the Levitical dispensation were all
fulfilled, the shadow was swallowed up in the substance, and so, in the
providence of God, the temple at Jerusalem was de.,troyed, the Jewish
people scattered, and the Aaronic priesthood passed away.
In the sacerdotal seDse of the word, therefore, there is no longer a
Priest (L€PW!.') on earth.
We learn from Hebrews v. 4, eoncerning the office of high priest,
" No man taketh this honour unto hims elf, but he that is called of God,
as was Aaron." That one is the Lord Jesus Christ. He was, " called
of God an High Priest after the order of Melchizedec" (v. 10)
In the same Epistle we are taught that the imperfection of the
Levitical priesthood required a change of order. The order of Aaron
gave place to the order of Melchizedec. The chief characteristic of
this order- was, ONE Priest, and that One a Priest FOR EVER.
To be such, Christ was consecrated with an oath (Heb. vii. 21).
Unlike the priests under the Mosaic dispensation, He bas no successor.
but "because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood"
(Heb. vii. 24).
Our Priest, Jesm" is in heaven.
His work is a finished one.
"This Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God" (Heb. x. 12). It is therefore evident
that His work of propitiation was finished and done. "For by one
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." To
this the Holy Ghost bears witness by the promise of the New Covenant,
" Their sins and iniq uities will I remember no more," and the inevitable
conclusion is drawn, "Now where. remission of these is, there is no
more offering for sin" (see Heb. x. 15-18.)
There is therefore no longer any need of a sacrificing priest, nor is
the name ever given to Christian mInisters in the New Testament.
They are spoken of as ministers, stewards of the mysteries of God,
watchmen, pastors, teachers, evangelists, ambassadors for Christ, &c.,
but not once as priests, nor could they be, for "e are clearly taught
that the Lord Jesus Christ is the true Priest, and the only Priest,
who "being raised from the dead, dieth no more; death hath no
For in that He died, He died unto
more dominion over Him.
sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God" (Rom.
vi. 9-10).
We need no other Priest. We need no other to intervene and
mediate between us and God. None other could but the Son of God,
who is both God and Man in one Person, who has made full atonement for the sins of His people, and reconciled them to God, so that
they can look up to Him as their Father in Christ Jesus, and realize
full pardon and peace in Him. Truly scriptural are the words of the
Christian poetess, CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT-
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" I need no other priest
Than one High Priest above;
His intercession ne'er has ceased
Since first I knew His love:
Through that my faith shall never
fail,
E'en when I pass through death's
dark vale.
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" I need no human ear
In which to pour my prayer;
My great High Priest is ever
near,
On Him I cailt my care:
To Him, Him only, I confess,
Who can alone absolve and
bless.

"I need no priestly mass,
No purgatorial fires,
My soul to anneal, my guilt to efface,
When this brief life expires.
Christ died my endless life to win,
His blood has cleansed me from all sin."

R. J. N.
OLD PATHS AND NEvy.1l'
THE author of a tractlet bearing the above title, the scope and object
of which are to criticize the action of the Committee of the Church
Missionary Society in regard to their arrangements for the celebration
of the Society's forthcoming "Centenary," is well-known and highly
esteemed as a faithful and able minister of Christ. Mr. SANGAR'S
animadversions on the deplorable decision of the Church Missionary
Society authorities to hold a Special Service on the 10th of April next
in a building in which graven idols are set up, and in which overt acts
of idolatry are notoriously committed, are timely, just, and Scriptural.
The choice, too, of a preacher for the occasion is open to Mr. SANGAR'S
severest condemnation. For, the ARCHBISHOP of CA;>TERBURY, who is
to occupy the pulpit in St. Paul's, is a Prelate whose unsound teaching
on the subject of the Holy Scriptures, whose address to the POPE
(whom he styled a "brother in Christ "), and whose exercise of the
"Episcopal Veto" prevented the legality of the idolatrous Reredos
in the Cathedral from being tested in the QUEEN'S Courts, has been
entrusted by this old Evangelical, Protestant Missionary Society with
the advocacy of its principles, objects, and interests! The scathing
judgment passed on the unscriptural and perilous procedure of the
Church Missionary Society authorities, both as regards the function
at St. Paul's, and the selection of Archiepiscopal speakers at Exeter
Hall on April l2-though very, very solemn-is not a whit in
excess of that charity which "rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
in the truth." It is not the mind of Christ to condone misdoing in
His service, where He has plainly revealed His holy will, and
forbidden His people to hold any fellowship with the enemies of His
Gospel. It grieves our souls beyond expression to write these lines,
but fidelity to the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ compels us, while
• OLD PATHS AND NEW: Thoughts on the Centenary of the Church Missionary
Society. By the Rev. JAMES MORTIMER SANGAR. B.A., Rector of Elworthy,
Somerset. 7 pp. One-half-penny. (London: W. Wileman, 27, BouverieStreet,
Fleet Street, E.C.)
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the trustest concern for the purity of a Society whose only reason to
exist is te carry the unadulterated message of Gospel salvation to the
idolatrous nations inspires our protest. Mr. SANGAR, in the course
of his tract, draws a sad contrast between the Church Missionar.'"
Society of to-day and that of his boyhood and youth. He asks, "'Would
you like a sample of Church Missicnary theology in the Society's
palmy days 1" and proceeds :-" Then read the following extract from a
sermon on Rev. xiv. 6, 7, preached on the Society's behalf by that
beloved man already referred to, the Rev. CHARLES (afterwards Canon)
CLAYTON, at Trinity Church, Cambridge, ou the 11th May, 1851. The
Church Missionary Society of to-day might profitably study it, ere
they resort to St. Paul's to honour Archiepiscopal dignity, at the
expense of all that is due to God and Truth :-' Indeed, the fact of thiti
angel being employed to preach the Gospel to "every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people," is itself a proof that" every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people," need to be instructed in it, with
a view to their final salvation. Nor can we imagine that God would
use such means for the information of all that dwcll upon the earth,
if such information were not greatly wanted. If Christ offered Himself as a "propitiation for the sins of the whole world," the whole
world needs to be directed to Him for pardon and life. Oh,
how contrary is all this to the infidel charity - (we can call
it by no other name) - the infidel charity of many of whom,
from their position and education, we might hope better things!
They, forsooth, call it arrogant presumption for any short-sighted
mortal to say what is error, and what is truth. Investing t!:leir
sentiments with the soft clothing of poetry, they will assert that
even the rapt seraph who burns with love before the throne, would
not dare to sit in judgment upon the creeds of men. But what says
the Holy Ghost 1-what says the heaven-taught Apostle 1 " Though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach unto you any other Gospel, let
him be accursed." And yet there are some men,-aye, men of every
set of political opinions,-who will embrace in their arms the Jew
who disowns Christ, and who will fraternize with the Roman Catholic,
who mars and neutralizes the Gospel of Christ, as though they, equally
with the enlightened Protestant, were in the road to heaven. How
uncharitable, in the eyes of such persons, would even St. Paul appear
were he now upon earth; for he has 8aid of anyone who robs Christ
of the place He ought to occupy in the Gospel scheme of our salvation,
"Let him be accursed." It is because it is in opposition to these
doctrines of the beast, false prophet, and all other deviations from
the standard of God's Word, that the Gospel is called in our text
"everlasting,"-being like its Divine Author, unchangeable, "the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever" ; and perfectly distinct from all those
novelties of the Church of Rome, and other anti-scriptural notions,
which ever and anon disturb the Church and draw off followers after
them.' "
vVe anticipate thl: approaching Centenary of the time-honoured
Church Missionary Society with no small apprehension. "God is not
mocked." Between Christ and Belial no concord is possible. What
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would H,OMAINE, and OECIL, and VENN, and SumoN, and WALDEGRAVE,
and MeNElL, and OLOSE say, could they witness the proposed gathering in presence of the sculptured Orucifix, the Madonna and Ohild, the
Saints, and the meretricious Mass-altar in the metropolitan cathedral 1
Their united cry would, unquestionably, be that of the beloved
disciple-" Little children, keep yourselves from idols!"

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

Tv the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-With your kind permission, I beg to lay before your
readers a few further testimonies relating to the good done, under
God's blessing, by the Book Mission.
They show how much the
reading matter is valued by some in our Army and Navy. And they
also show what need there is for increased work and effort. May the
Lord lay it upon the hearts of many more to come to our help. We
are weak, but He is mighty, and we have His promise that His word
shall not be in vain. Let us labour on, "for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not."
FROll! A MISSIONARY.
Your kind gift of literature was duly received, for which I would
thank you. I should be glad if you could forward me a monthly
parcel. With many thanks for the much and valued help received from
your Mission.
FROM A OHAPLAIli.
Thank you heartily for parcels just to hand; the contents will be on
their way to the end of the earth next week. May the Lord make
them a means of blessing to many.
FROM A MISSION HALL.
Many thanks for package of books and tracts received. Will be glad
to distribute them among the people, and trust the Lord may bless the
reading of same to the conversion of many.
Yours sincerely,
St. Mark's Road, Salisbury, February 3rd, 1899.
R. E. BRlDER.
JESUS, who cleanseth and cureth the leprous soul, lovely J esu~,
must be our song on this side of heaven's gates; and even when we
have won the castle, then will we eternally sing, "Worthy, worthy is
the Lamb, who hath saved us, and washed us in His own blood."-

S. Rutherford.
IF we follow on to know more of the Lord, more of His adorable
Person, and of His full and free salvation, then shall we know the
worth of His blood in pardoning our sins, the power of His Spirit in
sanctifying our nature, the comfort of heavenlJ communion, and the
joy and peace in believing.-Berridge.
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THOUGHTS ON THE FINAL RETROSPECT.

To a devout mind the contemplation of a subject so profound as that
of our great mortal change-our individual detachment by death from
the mundane sphere and its activities-and of the different particularities of external circumstance which· may betoken the approach of,
or which may mark, that event, has a distinctive and peculiar interest.
It is not, however, with what may be, subjectively, merely external
with us, or with that which may determine the manner of oUt' deathwith a formal or systematic inquiry in respect of evil of a natural
order, its workings and its issues in and upon our material partthat I am now immediately concerned. It is rather-and especially-with the thought of the individual self-hood and state of
the soul, with the greater and more important considera:tions which
essentially pertain to life itself, its duties and responsibilities, the
nature of our objectives, and our preparatory discipline in life's
probationary day for the solemn engagements of its mortal bour.
There is, moreover, the essentially grave question, '''hat may be the
internal circumstances denotive of our true state and attitude when
ultimately face to face with the event of death itself-the antecedently existent conditions of heart and of mind, the character
formed and the work done, upon which the introspective act must
necessarily bear; and which must so vitally and so inevitably concern
our peace in the hour of nature's distress 1 It is indeed a wholesome
discipline to disengage our thoughts betimes from the absorbing
concernments of this materialistic life-to loosen ourselves, as it were,
from the fetters of this world-that we may endeavour to realize
that we have souls whose interests are transcendent, and whose
secret voice may not be hushed. We may confess with our lips that
our individual accountability is a foundation truth of the revealed
system, that it is the logical corollary of both law and gospel, and
that" everyone of us shall give account of himself to God;" but are
we living in spirit and in practice as those who understand the true
import of such a confession, and who are indeed under the power of
the truth involved 1 It may well be conceived that a chastening
sense, not only of the dignity of life itself, but of our distinct
responsibility in respect of all that we have held in its great
stewardship, will in our closing acts of retrospection be very present
with us. Do such considerations now lie upon our hearts in their
due measure-our hearts whic}1 are the true seat of that motive
power which determines the choice and moves the will1 May it be
ours to hear the message of admonition which they bear; to rightly
separate in our thought time from eternity, temporal interests from
spiritual, the creature from the Creator.
From the consideration of the subjective conditious of our mortal
state-and how deep and diversified is the interest which obtains in
such engagement of our thought-it may, indeed, be our lot to at
length realize that our bed of suffering must become our death-bed.
Under the heart-enlarging power of such a sense, what different
emotions of mind, what quickenings of apprehension shall we
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experience! In those solemn moments of retrospection, intensified, it
may bf,l, by a deepening consciousness of what has already been borne
home to our spirits, what will be the frame and temper of our
hearts, and what the testimony of our lips 1
Are ,ye Christians 1 Is this life, with its many and grave trustsand how known are they to our consciences-and its privileges and
seasons of opportunity prolonged to us 1 Then we know indeed that
it is our highest wisdom to cherish, as by a habit of grace, the
acts and visions of our faith in which we have earnests of the
enlargement of conception of our position and relationship; of character,
and of duty, which will obtain with us in the solemn season of life's
last hours. Such moments of faith's uplifting power are profoundly
suggestive of increasing watchfulness of spirit and fortitude of heart
in all that concerns the care and discipline of our souls, the spirituality
of our aims,- and our growth in every Christian grace and virtue.
A number of reflections crowd upon the lllind in meditation
on so vital a requirement in heart and in life as that of our
growth in personal loyalty to light and truth received. The more
I engage my thought thereon, the more do I feel how important is
the consideration of our abiding in the habitual exercise of a true
and living faith-of faith that is possessed of a life-giving power,
that is appropriative and tenacious of its object, and that has its
demonstration in the character -and in positive duty.
As we so
abide, -so shall we realize a great vital truth: that the faith which
instrumentally receives, and which livingly unites, becomes in
its ultimate influence a pradual grace, purifying the heart and life.
The Christian soul has its especial moments when it longs above all
things to be alone with the Lord ; that with Him, in the light and
purity of His precepts, it may examine narrowly and thoroughly the
principles on which, and the views with which, it acts. Let us be
assured of our individual need to habitually cherish such moments of
introspection, and a spirit of godly jealousy for greater fidelity to the
intuitions of our inward, spiritual and new man; and to be, moreover,
much in the thought of what the conscious principles are which
govern the -practical determinations of our minds. What, it may be
asked, is our attitude to merely worldly maxims, customs, and
sanctions 1 Are we individually more under their influence, more at
one with their spirit, now, than in the past of our lives-slaves of the
creature without ceasing to be the responsible servants of God 1 Or,
is faith, by the light and rule, and in the strength of which we ought
ever to shape our course in the world, and determine our attitude
in respect to the things of it, in some measure subordinated to temporal
considerations, and to creature expediency 1 Let not this be the
matter of our confession, but rather let us reckon that the past of
our lives may even more than suffice us to have either openly opposed
or partially served Christ. If we be His, what concord have we with
the Belial of practical unbelief, and of sinful conformity to the world 1
It is in such condition of earthliness of heart and life that the true
causes of many a -present bitter distress, of soul-impoverishment, and
of spiritual decrepitude may be found; and that retrospect cannot
Q
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be a peace-glvmg, heart-sustaining one,which must nave in review
a life marred by personal inconsistency in a distinct want of faithfulness and strictness in regard to the supreme considerations which
respect both character and association. How important it is, then, that
we should hold in holy reverence the dictates of an enlightened
consciousness which would ever move us to keep the narrow way of
life, and which are directive to a higher, nobler, and purer standard
of Christian piety and practice. t< Without holiness no man shall see
the Lord." It is the seed of future blessedness, and it is in the
heeding of its marks and fruits, in the gradual assimilation of the
mind, character, and life to the will aIid image of Jehovah, that BO
great and so desirable a consummation as that of tranquil retrospection
-of Christian peace, fortitude, and triumph in the certain and near
prospect of our last great change-may be ours.
Manchester, October, 1898.
S. R.MARSH.
" LOOKING UNTO JESUS."
IN all things doth the free grace of God appear. "Ye are saved by
.grace," saith the Apostle (Eph. ii. 5). The decree, the means, the end
'of our salvation is grace, and only grace. The decree is grace, and
therefore it is called the election of grace (RorLl i. 5). The means are
of grace, and therefore we are called according to His grace (2 Tim.
i. 9), and we are justified freely by His grace (Rom. iii. 24), and the
end is of grace, for eternal life is the gift of God (Rom. vi. 23). The
beginning, and progress, and execution are all of grace. The conclusion of all is this-God's free grace, which was first designed, will
at last be manifested, and eternally praised by saints and angels.
Heaven's inhabitants will be ever digging into this golden mine, ever
rolling this soul-delighting and precious stone, ever viewing, beholding, and searching into the excellency of this same Christ and this
free grace.-Ambrose.
THE more spiritual a man is, the more he will discover the
workings of sin.
"IT is to Jesus Christ's perfections we must ever look for peace,
and not to anything in ourselves. In a word, to love Him who first
loved us, this is the way to holiness and the secret of happiness.
The consciousness of the eternal love of God may at times be obscured,
but not that love itself. For we must bear in mind that Jesus ever
liveth to make intercession for us.
HE that has faith does well. Blessed, thrice blessed are they that
believe. They are saJe. They are washed. They are justified.
They are beyond the power of hell. Satan, with all his malice, shall
nevel' pluck them out of Christ's hand. But he that has assurance
does far better-sees more, feels more, enjoys more, has more days
like those spoken of in Deuteronomy, even, " the days of heaven upon
the earth" (Deut. xi. 21 ).-Bishop Ryle..
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Treaty of Peace between Spain and the United States has
been at last formally sanctioned and passed by the Senate of the
latter, and consequently the United States now enter upon a new era
in their history. Hitherto they have had no foreign possessions, and
therefore they have not been troubled with questions offor()ign and
colonial policy; but now, having acquired two of the West Indian
Islands, near to them, and the Philippine Islands in the Far East, they
will find that they have new interests to attend to and new duties to
perform; and their new position will probably be brought before them
from time to time in very practical ways. If this change has the
effect of leading the citizens of the United States to recognize the
fact that in several respects their interests and our interests are
identical, so far as regards our mutual colonial possessions, and if it
bind us thus more closely together in national friendship, the change
will be a happy one for them, for us, and for the world.
. THE crusade against lawlessness in the Established Church has
already produced a great effect. Several remarkable meetings have
been held in connection with it, the chief being a great united
Protestant Demonstration in the Albert Hall, which was, from every
point of view, a magnificent success. The attendance numbered
.upwards of 10,000 persons, whilst 5,000 applicants had to be refused
admission from want of room. The Rec01'd says :-" It was, without
doubt, the largest and most striking Protestant Demonstration of
modern times. Even as a spectacle it was impressive; but there was
something about it still more significant, and that was the evident
determination-calm, resolute, dogged-of the assembly to uphold (in
the words of the circular convening the meeting) the Protestantism of
the nation, and to demand the suppression of the Mass and the
Confessional in the Established Church. It was an object' lesson which
can never be forgotten by those who witnessed it, and its influence
upon public opinion must be of an important character. In the light
of such a vast assembly, it is worse than idle for optimistic prelates
and statesmen to affect to believe there is no crisis. The very fact
that it is possible to get together such a meeting is eloquent testimony to the contrary, while the tone and temper of the audience
made it clear that the position is .one of the most serious, perhaps the
most serious, that the Church has had to face in recent years. The
demonstration was an 'united' one, that is to say, Protestant Nonconformists had joined hands with Protestant Churchmen in the
attempt to save the National Church from the Romanizing party, and
it may be hoped that this union, so far as it is for the advancement
of our national inheritance, may not be lightly put asunder. The
demonstration was really representative of the whole country, delegates

'212

The Gospe? lVIagaiine.

from 163 towns being present. Then there were no fewer than fifty
Protestant societies or organizations represented, and it is a fact of no
little significance that the Hon. Secretary of the Church Missionary
Society (the Rev. H. E. Fox) opened the meeting with the reading of
Scripture and with prayer, and that the President of the Church
Pastoral Aid Society (Mr. JOHN HENRY BuxToN) occupied a seat on
the front platform." In the course of the afternoon and the evening
upon which the meeting was held, the Chairman, Lord KINNAIRD,
received no less than 658 telegrams from every kind of organization,
and from individuals in ever-so-many different places, including
America, Italy, and Spain, expressing sympathy with the demonstration; and one of these telegrams was said by the POST~1ASTER-GENERAL
to be the longest private message ever transmitted across the wires,
'signed, as it was, by no less than 3,333 persons, all of whose names
were telegraphed. The utmost enthusiasm prevailed.
WHETHER this great demonstration produces any tangible and
abiding result remains to be seen. Some of the Bishops seem to be
,awakening to a sense of the gravity of the crisis, and of the issues
at stake, and the ARCHBISHOPS of CA~TERBURY and YORK have issued a
joint declaration stating that they are willing that any disputed
,points shall be argued openly before them, either personally or by
'counsel, and that the arguments shall be fully considered. But there
is too much reason to fear that the majority of the bishops really at
heart sympathize with the lawless proceedings which are protested
against. Their actions for some years past indicate pretty clearly that
,this is the case; and, as long as this is so, there seems to be little
hope of any decided change on their part for the better. It certainly
does not appear as if, had they lived in the days of CRANMER, RIDLEY,
and LATIlIIER, they would have joined hands with them, or that they
would have showed any inclination to follow them, as noble martyrs,
to the stake. Of course there are exceptions amongst them, but this
seems to be the case with the majority. Unless this state of things
is altered, the prospect before the Established Church is very dark
and gl00my.
A NOBLE champion of Protestantism, Pastor CHINIQUY, has just
passed away. He died at Montreal, aged eighty-nine.
It is stated
that, when he was on his death-bed, the Roman Catholic Archbishop
BRUCHASI wrote to him saying that he could not forget that he
always remained a priest in the eyes of the Church, and offering to
see him if he so desired.
In reply to the ARCHBISHOP, Professor
COUSSIRAT wrote that Father CHINIQUY was thankful to the Archbishop for his kindness, but he had definitely retired from the Church
of Rome. "God and Jesus will suffice me," he said, "and I long for
the moment of leaving." Pastor CHINIQUY was a wonderful man.
Like Moses, notwithstanding his great age, "his eye was not dim, nor
his natural force abated." At the age of eighty-nine we hear of his
climbing mountains, and it is stated that his sight and hearing were
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-as good as at the age of twenty, and that he could preach with as
little fatigue. He possessed remarkable eloquence, and when, alarmed
by the effects of drunkenness amongst his flock, he lectured upon
temperance, no less than 200,000 persons enrolled themselves as total
,abstainers in Lower Canada. He was shamefully persecuted by the
Romanists, and he was often attacked by them with stones, sticks,
daggers, and pistols; but although knocked down and bruised, he
escaped from their malice with his life. His interesting book,
" Fifty Years in the Church of Rome," will long remain as a powerful
witness against the sins and follies of that apostate Church. Canon
CHRISTOPHER, of Oxford, gives some remarkable reminiscences of him,
and he says :-" It may safely be said that no man of our time has
been so greatly used by God as CHINIQUY to bring Roman Catholics,
by means of the Gospel, out of the Church of Rome.
Pastor
CHINIQUY'S life of self-denying, fearless work for the Gospel of the
grace of God is a standing witness that God will use the prayerful
reading of His written Word to produce intense devotion to the Lord
Jesus Christ, and ardent zeal in making Him and His great salvation
known to others."
Two great Societies are about to celebrate their centenary, or the
hundredth anniversary of their birth, namely, the Church Missionary
Society, and the Religious Tract Society. The former will celebrate
it on and about Wednesday, April 12th, and the latter on Tuesday,
May 9th, Both Societies have accomplished, with the Divine favour
and blessing, a great work in those one hundred years, and both have
an extremely interesting account to tell. It is difficult to realize the
immense changes which have taken place since those noble Societies
first started on their course; but as far as one can compare the
condition of our country, and of the world at large, at that time,
with their condition at the present time, there seems very much that
is encouraging, and very much to be thankful for, notwithstanding
other things which seem to be contrary.
IN connection with the celebration of the centenary of the Church
Missionary Society, special services will be held, and special sermons
will be preached on Sunday, April 9th, in St. Paul's Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, and a great many metropolitan churches; and, besides
several other meetings, a great reception will be held on Wednesday
afternoon, April 12th, at the Imperial Institute, and an immense
gathering of the friends and supporters of the Society will take
place in the great Albert Hall on the evening of that day.

.~

IN connection with the celebration of the centenary of the Religious
Tract Society, we may mention that it has assisted in publishing
wholesome literature in 229 different languages, and that it works
in every quarter of the globe. In the ninety-eighth year of its
existence it issued, from the various depositories throughout the
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:world, nearly sixty millions of different publications, that is, between
120 and 130 every minute. It has issued about 54,346 libraries,
or collections of from 25 to 500 volumes at a time, to Sunday and
day schools, congregations, colleges, &c.; and the total circulation
'of its excellent literature since the time of its formation amounts to
the enormous aggregate of 3,000,000,000. TrulY a noble record !
The Society is endeavouring to raise a Centenary Fund of £50,000
for the purpose of renewing the leases of its premises, and of renewing
-and, if possible, increasing-its grants for its world-wide work in
connection with the various Evangelical Missionary Societies.
.
D. ~

n

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Friends associated with the Winchester Auxiliary have recently
acquired a plot of land in Arthur Road, upon which they are erecting
a Home to accommodate seven of the local pensioners. On Saturday,
January 21st, the Memorial Stone was laid by Mrs. FRYER, of Worthy
Park, in the presence of a representative assembly. The Dean, the
Rev. A. W. WOOD, Baptist minister, and other friends, took part in
the proceedings. A brief address was given by Mr. HAZELTON, Secretary of the parent Society, and Mr. E. TANXER, who, with Mrs.
,TANNER, takes such a deep interest in the welfare of the Institution,
'announced the receipt of various donations. The Home is vested in
local trustees and is under their management. The estimated inclusive
cost is £700, and about half of this sum has been raised. Mr.
;E. TANNER, 9, Parchment Street, Winchester, will thankfully receive
any donations for this object. The Society has thirty-two pensioners
iIJ. the city and district, and local interest is steadily increasing.
; Special New Year's gatherings have been held in the four Homes
of the Society, the inmates and friends meeting at tea, after which
addresses were given by members of the Committee and others, who
desire the spiritual and temporal welfare of the Lord's aged poor.
Meetings such as these, and the private visits of Christian friends,
are highly valued by the pensioners, who, especially at this season
of . the year, are· unable to travel far from their Homes.
,, An unusually large number of new candidates have been nominated
since the commencement of the year, and the expenditure in pensions
has now attained to a total of £10,850 per annum, being more than
£1;800 in excess of the outlay in 1896. The Committee rejoice that
God thus enables the Society to expend its helping hand to so many
members· H of the household of faith."
MAN in his natural lltate is dead in trespasses and sins, and buried
in the world. Relies in the grave of sin. When a man is awakened
his grave is opened, but he cannot bring himself out; can do nothing
to procure pardon, nor to raise himself from death in sin to newness
of life. The~Lord must both open the grave' arid bring himout.~
Berridge.
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"Rock of Ages." A Sermon preached in Broad Hembury Church, by
the Rev. JAllES ORMISTON. Price Twopence. London; J .. F.
Shaw and Co.
TRE recent erection and unveiling of a monumental tablet to the
memory of the revered Vicar of Broad Hembury, and author of the
immortal hymn, "Rock of Ages," has attracted a large amount of
public attention.
The sermon preached on the occasion, which
appeared in these pages last month, is now issued in separate form,
revised, annotated, and illustrated. Our" TOPLADY NmIBER" next
month will contain, among several illustralions, an engraving of the
Tablet, the inscription on which will be distinctly legible, a Broad
Hembury memento which, we are sure, our readers will greatly
value.
Lard Palme:rston. By the MARQUlS' OF LORNE. London: Sampson
Low and Co.
A VERY fair and an interesting account of the life of one of our
most popular and distinguished statesmen. LORD PALMERSTON was
undoubtedly a very remarkable man, and yet he doe" not appear to
have been possessed of very remarkable talents. It has been said
that his success was due, not so much to any surpassing ability, as to
a rare combination of ordinary qualities. He certainly piloted our
nation with striking skill in some times of extreme difficulty and
peril, and although he was not a decidedly religious man, he made
some of the wisest and best appointmentE which have ever been
made in the Established Church, acting, it was generally supposed,
upon the advice of the great LORD SHAFTESBURY. He was utterly
wrong, we consider, in his opinions respecting the Emancipation Act,
and he lived to see that it did not produce the results which were
expected from it. He said that he believed that the passing of that
Act would "convert four or five millions of men from enemies to
friends," and that it would" gi ve peace to Ireland," but it did nothing
of the kind. It is curious to observe in reading LORD PALMERSTON'S life,
how history repeats itself; for example, when he was Prime Minister a
second time, complications arose between Great Britain and France,
and there was much reason to fear that they would result in war.
COUNT TIE FLARAULT called upon LORD PALMERSTON with the object
apparently of finding out his views upon the subject. LORD
PALMERSTON received him with the utmost calmness, and said that he
was most anxious to prevent such a war, but that if it were forced
upon England, England would fearlessly accept it, whether in conjunction with a confederated alliance, or singly and by herself. He
stated that he believed that the nation would rise and rally as one
man; and that, although when speaking to a Frenchman, he ought
not perhaps to say so, yet he could not refrain from observing that
the examples of history led him to conclude that the result of a con-
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flict between English and French upon anything .like equal terms
would not be unsatisfactory to us. The Count said that an invasion of
this country, for which steam affords such facilities, would be disastrous
to England. But LORD PALMERSTON replied that steam tells both
.ways, both for defence as well as for attack. This calm and resolute
demean:our had its effect, and the war scare passed away. The similar
demeanour of our rulers and people recently has, in all probability,
had a similar effect. The MARQUIS OF LORKE concludes this memoir
with these words: "A happy temperament, kindly humour, good
breeding, and unfailing health, .made LORD PAL1IER3TON friends whereever he went; but the true source of the unbounded confidence with
which the nation regarded him was the calm, unimpassioned, weighty
power by which his political acts and opinions were distinguished.
He loved His country, and his country loved him. He lived for her
honour, and she will cherish his memory."
Goodness and !tle:rcy. A Memorial of RO·BERT LINK. Oxford:. J. C.
·Pemb.rey. Price .Ninepence. Cloth, gilt lettered. Pp. 52."
THE subje"ct of this spiritual memoir was, till his death last October,
senior deacon of Gower Street Chapel, London. For his decided
Christian character, and for his works' sake, Mr. LINK was held in
high esteem by a large circle of friends, especially by his fellowworshippers. The little book mainly comprises a sketch of the way of
the Lord with his soul, penned by his own hand, and originally published in the. Gospel Banner. It is a very edifying recital of the
Divine dealings, and deserves a wide circulation among the family and
household of faith.
An Address on L(J;undry Wo~k as
Useful Work Jar Gentle Hands.
By J .. T. BUDD.London: S. W.
an oceupation for ' Gentlewomen.
Partridge and Co.
PARTICULARS of a new opening for work for gentle hands which
may be very useful.

THE SAVIOUR.
THE sweetest of our dear Lord's titles is that of Saviour; the fairest
and most pleasant name in heaven and on earth. A Saviour is one
who brings salvation, who heals, comforts, and saves. A Saviour can
only have to do with the poor and the sick, the helpless and the lost,
the sinful and the reprobate; a Saviour t<l whom the sighing of a
weary soul is more precious than the hosannahs of the righteous, to
whom a humbled mind causes more joy than the virtue of the seraph,
and who cannot behold an eye that weeps before Him without being
moved with heartfelt compassion.-Krumm~cher.
SPRINKLE the conscience afresh every day with the blood of Christ;
this will not only deliver you from the guilt of sin, but it will also
deliver you from the love of sin.
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