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'Vho comforteth us in all Our tribulatioo, that we may be able to comfort them which are in anytrouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

SE~T

BEFORE.
Joseph."-PSAL~I

c\'. 17.
THE family history of the children of GOD, though bearing countless.
marks of variety, yet exhibits features of identity-in matters affect·.
ing spiritual experience-which offer a profitable field of observation.
It is, indeed, the privilege of the household of faith to trace these
features of uniform spiritual experience, and to gather from them,
innumerable lessons of wisdom and truth. "The footsteps of the
flock "-·crooked as well as straight-imprinted on the records of past
ages, are frequently set before us in Holy Scripture as instructive
and edifying "examples." The long-past goings of the Church of
GOD are "written for our admonition," upon whom the ends of the·
age, or, dispensation, are come (1 Cor. x. 11).
Those footsteps, so far as they were trodden in the obedience of.'
faith, are to be followed by us, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT;and, so far as they were contrary to that gracious impulse, are to,
be prayerfully and ,igilantly avoided. :JIany of the Old Testament
types, too, were divinely ordained to guide and encourage the
redeemed flock of CHRIST, in the latter days. It is this fact-along
with others which might be mentioned-that clothes the Scriptures
of the Old Testament with unfading freshness, and invests them
with present-day authority.
The biographies to be found in .the
earliest books of the Old Testament, because they exhibit stereotyped
characteristics common to the human race, attract the minds of men
unto this day with a force almost irresistible.
Perhaps,
the most convincing proof of this fact is fonnd in the charm which
the narratives of the lives of the Patriarchs ever exercise on the
young.
""hich of us, when a child, did not realize the keenest
interest in the story of JOSEPH, for instance, with its constantly changing
episodes of joy and sorrow, disappointment and hope, degradation and
exaltation, dishonour and justification, persecution and deliverance,
injustice and generous forgiveness of wrong-doing 7 And what, it may'
be asked, is the hidden cause of the potent influence of these ancient,
inspired narratives, if not their perfect naturalness and obvious truth~
"He sent a man before them, e'/Jen
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tulness 7 They are the veracious reflection of universal Man, and or
the things of Man as we know them ourselves. Yet, these inspired
records bear another and an unspeakably higher aspect. They, more or
less directly point to JESUS, the SON of MAN, and to His life of sorrow
and service in this earth of ours. "The testimony of JESUS is the
spirit of prophecy," and prophecy is frequently couched in Old
Testament Scripture under the form of historical records and
biographical narratives. And, even in cases where it may not be
strictly correct exegesis to assert that a particular person, event, or
ordinance is a type, yet a rich vein of Evangelical truth may be
illustrated by the Old Testament record, and Gospel doctrines,
affecting Christian experience, enforced by reference to GOD'S counsels
and dealings in the remote ageR of the past. The history of J OSEPH is
a case in point. It is doubtful whether J OSEPH, in his person, life,
and office, can be correctly termed a type of the LORD JESUS. That his
remarkable history is capable of affording numerous suggestive likenesses
to that of CHRIS1' and the CHURCH is indisputable. Students of Holy
Scripture have differed on the point of whether JOSEPH should be considered a type of CHRIST or not. EYLES PIERCE, a deeply-taught aI;ld
honoured expositor of the 'Word, writes :-" In many circumstances
concerning J oSEPH-in his being beloved of his father-in his being
hated of his brethren-in his sufferings and deep abasement-in his
being brought out of prison-in his advancement and exaltation-in
his wisdom and prudence-in his providing for his father's familyin his free forgiveness of the injuries he had sustained from his brethren
-it may be truly said, we have CHRIST delineated therein, and set forth
thereby, in type, figure, and representatively." The quaint, but deeplyinstructed Puritan divine, THOMAS ADAilIS, gives us his mind in the
following terse sentences :-" JOSEPH may be a fit type of our spiritual
deliverances. Consider him sold into Egypt, not without the determinate counsel of GOD, who pre-ordained this to good: 'GoD did send
me before you to preserve life' (Gen. xlv. 5). Here is the difference,
the brethren sold J OSEPH, we sold ourselves. Consider us thus sold
unto sin and death; GOD had a purpose to redeem us; there i· election.
J OSEPH was delivered out of prison, and re-ransomed out of the honse of
bondage; there was redemption. J OSEPH'S cause was made known, and
himself acquitted; we could not be found innocent ourselves, but were
acquitted in CHRIST; therein consists our justification. Lastly, JOSEPH
was clothed in glorious apparel, and adorned with golden chains, and
made to ride in the second chariot in Egypt; so our last step is to be
advanced to high honour, even the glory of the celestial court; 'This
honour have all the saints'" (Psalm cxlix. 9).
The providential foresight of the GOD of JACOB is everywhere
traceable in the going down of J OSEPH into Egypt-and not least
easily so in the fact that the incident which provea to be the
temporal salvation of JACOB and his family was at the time hidden
from the knowledge of the patriarch. "JOSEPH is without doubt
rent ,in pieces. And J ACOR rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon
l;lis loins, and mourned for his son many days" (Gen. xxxvii. 33, 34.)
Those remarkable visions which JOSEPH received in his boyhood set
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forth, in outline, whatsoever the LO~D had "determined before to be
done." All e.ame to pass at the set season. N at a jot or tittle of the
Word of promise, on which the faith and hope of JOSEPH had through
long chequered years rested, was suffered to fail.
The eternal
purposes of Israel's Covenant GOD, when they came to be unfolded,
were found to be perfect, in wisdom, grace, and goodness. The very
famine which was made the outward means of bringing JACOB and his
family into Egypt was one of the servants of the Divine will, for it is
written, "Be called fol' a famine ,upon the land: He brake the whole
staff of bread." Oh, brethren, how truly blessed a thing it is to take
the bitter experiences of our lot all "called for" by our heavenly
FATHER, as well as the pleasant and the sweet.
"It is Thy hand, 0 God,
My sorrow comes from Thee;
I bow beneath the chastening rod,
'Tis love that bruiaeth me."

~

Yes, from the hand of Him who is infinite lo,e comes everyone of
the belie1'er's sore crosses; yet are they all designed to "w()rk
together for good," and in due time" the end of the LORD" is made
plain. How comforting and assuring is the thought, too, that there
has been ONE" sent before" us, dear fellow-believers, and that He has
made ready our way through Egypt, and the wilderness into
Canaan. "He sent a man before them, even J OSEPH." And in the
SENT ONE of .the FATHER, the MAN CHRIST JESUS, we possess the
:BROTHER born for our adversity, the FRIEXD who loves us at
:all times (l?rov. xvii. 17), and the :JIEDUTOR into whose
hands has been righteously committed all authority in heaven and
in earth (Matt. xxyiii. 18).
To J ESU'S, now exalted, the counsels
'Of eternity have been entrusted, that they may be unerring(y
.accomplished.
"The deep things of GOD" are all open to His
omniscient eye, whether they concern the Chul'ch which He has
purchased for Himself, or the individual believer in His name. And
this is He whom the FATHER "sent before us" to take up 0\11' cause
.at court, and to provide for us a full salvation "lvhen we were" ready
.to perish" by reason of our sins.
Oh, let us meditate much and
,often on Him who, as our FORERUXXER (Heb. yi. 20), has passed
along the very path which we, His brethren, are now treading. The
late Mr. C. H. SPURGEON has some profitable remarks on the passage
under notice which may here be quoted. He says: "JOSEPH was the
advance guard and pioneer for the whole clan. His brethren sold
him, but GOD sent him. Where the hand of the wicked' is visible
·GOD'S hand may be invisibly at work, o,erruling their malice. No
one was more of a man, or more fit to lead the van than JOSEPH:
an interpreter of drcams was wanted, and his brethren had said of
hi in, 'Behold, this dreamer cometh.' ,'Who was sold for a servant,'
or rather for a slave. J OSEPH'S journey into Egypt was not so costly
as J ONAH'S voyage when he paid his own fare: his free passage was
provided by the Midianites, who also secured his introduction to a
,great officer of state by handing him over as a slave. His way to
11 2
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a position in which he could feed his family lay through the pit, the
slaver's caravan, the slave market, and the prison, and who shall
deny but what it was the right way, the surest way, the wisest way,
and perhaps the shortest way 1 Yet, assuredly, it seemed not so.
Were we to send a man 011 such all errand, we should furnish him
with money-JosEPH goes as a pauper; we should clothe him with
authority-JosEPH goes as a slave; we should leave him at full
liberty-JosEPH is a bondman; yet money would have been of little
use when corn was so dear, authority would haye been irritating
rather than influential with PHARAOH'S captain and his other
servants, and so the knowledge of his skill in interpretation
might not have reached the monarch's ear.
GOD'S way is
the way.
Our LORD'S path to His mediatorial throne ran
by the cross of Calv~ry; our road to glory runs by the rivers
of grief." Yes; the way pursued by the MAN of Sorrows ,yas
through the Valley of Humiliation, upwards and onwards, unto the
right hand of the Majesty on high. As the MAN "sent before"
His needy brethren, He tasted of every cup which could fall to their
lot, and He is, therefore, "touched with the feeling" of all their trials,
conflicts, and cares. It is from Him, too, that we learn lww to bear
the cross. "Follow :JIe" is His watchword. Learn we, then, in the
same school in which JESc;S "learned obedience "-even in the school
of appointed suffering. Can we not already, beloyed fellow-sufferers,
bless the LORD that He has taught us, in some measure, to
" glory" in that which mere flesh and blood shrink from 1 To
poor perverted human judgment these sayings of ours must appear
paradoxical and mystical. Yet to us they are most certainly true. The
SPIRIT-led believer in the LORD JESUS CHRIST can suck honey out of the
carcase of the lion which sought his destruction. Is it not so, beloved
brother, or sister-you who read these lines 1 Are we not truly
one with JOSEPH HART in the sentiment of his deeply experimental
lines 1-when he writes:
" How strange is the course that a Christian must steer!
How perplexed is the path he must tread!
The hope of his happiness rises from fear,
And his life he receives from the dead 1
" His fairest pretensions must wholly be waived,
And his best resolutions be crossed;
Nor can he expect to be perfectly saved,
Till he finds himself utterly lost!
" When all this is done, and his heart is assured
Of the total remission of sins;When his pardon is signed, and his peace is procured,
From that moment his conflict begins! "
Thus, the way home to our Canaan rest will continue to be subject
to change, temptation, and conflict; for the world around us, the flesh
within us, and the devil within and without us, will contest every inch
of our progress until an entrance be graciously granted us into the
immediate presence of Him whom our souls have learned to adore as
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" all our salvation and all our desire." Through Him who eternally
loved us, we shall come off " more than conquerors." ·Vve are not beating the air in a foolish contest, or running an uncertain race. Our
vital union with the risen and ascended CHRIS'l.' of GOD secures us
victory over our last dread foe.
Transformation into the ineffable
likeness of GOD'S own SON is covenanted to us in the Gospel of free
grace, and shall surely be our realized inheritance at the appearing of
the COMING OKE! Our present estate may be, as J OSEPH'S once was,
yery low and base, yet it stands inseparably connected with a throne,
a palace, and a kingdom "which cannot be moved." Did J OSEPH'S
" dreams" come true 1 vVere they inspired by Him who cannot lie 1
So, likewise, shall every promise of the Word of grace upon which our
poor trembling hearts have been distinctly led to rely be abundantly
and surprisingly fulfilled-for" He is faithful" that promised, who also
will do £t. Oh, brethrcn in eonflict and under the cross, what shall we
say to these things 1
"Then let me die the death of those
Whom JESUS washes in His blood,
Who on His faithfulness repose,
And know that He indeed is GOD;
Around His throne all such shall meet,
And cast their crowns beneath His feet."
Yes j when the redeemed shall all be brought to glory, their graceglittering crowns shall be dedicated to the ETERKAL aXE, who was
indeed the MAN whom the FA'l.'HER "sent before them," and who
faithfully conducted them out from nature's marwllous darkness into
"GOD'S marvellous light."
THE EDITOR.
THE

PRECIOUS

WORD

OF

GOD.

THE whole Scripture is but one entire love letter despatched from
the Lord Christ to His beloved spouse on earth, and this letter
is written all in golden letters. In this letter there is so much
to be read of the love of Christ, the heart of Christ, the kindness of Christ, the grace of Ohrist, and the glory of Christ, that
a holy heart cannoJt but be affected and taken with it. The
whole Word of God is a field, and Christ is the treasure hid
in that field; it is a ring of gold, and Christ is the pearl in
that ring. Whoever loves the Word, and that delights in the
Word for its holiness and purity, he will love it and delight in
it in health and sickness, in strength and weakness, in honour
and disgrace, in want and wealth, in life and in death.-Brooks.
THE operation of grace renders itself effectual without offering the
least violence to the human heart. Open a blind man's eyes to see
the sun, and he will need no compulsion to make him admire

it.-Toplcu1y.
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THE PRECIOUS TRUTH.
beginning."-PsAL~1 cxix. 160.
DR. G. L. MACKAY, in his F1'07n Far Formosa, writing of what
the general run of present-day Christians contemptuously stigmatize
as "Calvinism," which, however, is the glorious Gospel of the free
grace of God, designed to meet the spiritual condition of men" dear!
in trespasses and sins," thus replies :-" Men may talk slightingly
to-day about that 'stern old Calvinism.' They would do well to
pause and ask about its f?"Uits. What other creed has so swept the
whole field of life with the dread artillery of truth, and made men
unflinchingly loyal to conscience and themselves, save in the presence
of God ~ The iron of Calvinism is needed to-day in the blood of
the Church."
If by "Calvinism" be meant the whole counsel of
God, then we are b~ld to say that it is an indestructible force, and
one which in the fulness of God's own appointed time will prevail
over Satan's kingdom of darkness, over all human opposition, and
everything which exalts itself against the Most High. "The Truth,"
like its Divine Author, is eternal. The times in which ,re live
treat the Truth of God as though it were indeterminate and subject
to change, adapting itself to the opinions of the age, and to the
demands of that which man calls" science," and" philosophy." But
the Truth is inexorable, and yields to nothing of human authority.
All knowledge, worth that title, is of real value because it is
accordant with the Written Word, the Word of Truth. The so-called
"Higher Criticism," which has turned the heads of certain literary
men, is a bold affectation of wisdom above that which is written.
For, "that which is written" is the subject of their unsanctified
criticism-a criticism whose· chief weapon is "the penknife" of
J ehoiakim. Page after page of the inspired Scriptures IS
presumptuously cut up by those who proclaim themselves to be
"Higher Critics," and, were we to give credence to their boasted
"investigations," we should find our souls drifting rudderless and
without compass on the restless waves of the sea of doubt.
Blessed be God, dear brethren in Christ, our confidence is
unskaken as regards the plenary inspiration and Divine authority
of "all Scripture" (2 Tim. iii. 16), and we have the sure
word of the Lord Jesus Christ-wbo is the Truth-that they
are they which testify of Him. The wisd0m of: this world
and the learning of the schools may indeed make men smart critics
of the letter of the Word-but, after all said and done, "the letter
killeth."
It needs the Holy Spirit who indited the sacred Book, from
Genesis i. to Revelation xxii., to take of the things of Christ and
show them unto a man effectually and savingly. And it is from
this fact that" the unlearned and ignorant "-as the worldly wise ones

"Thy Word is true from the
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esteem the simple-minded children of God to 'be-may draw consolation
and encourag,emeJ;lt for tp.eir exercised hearts and mind,s.
'rhe
paramount importance of the written Word was fully recognised by
Christ.
Upon the Scriptures of the Old Testament He, "the
wisdom; of God," ·bestowed unqualified honour, for He repeatedly
appealed to their authority in support of His Messianic claims. No
doubt, He referred to them times innumerable in the course of His
three years' ministry, yet we can point to specific records of appeals
made by. Him to .Gen,esis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers; DeuteronomY,
Samuel, First ,and S.econd· of Kings,. the Psalms, the Proverbs, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel,Paniel, Hosea, ,Micah, J oel, Zechariah, and M;ala,chi,.
As one, has, said concerning the estimation in which Jesus held the,
Word· of the Old Testament, "He read it in private, storing it iJ;l. His
memory, :used it in His devotions, went to it for comfort in His
sorro~vs,·for strength under temptatiou, and died with its words upon
His lips. As a teacher, He referred to it at the beginnin~ of His
ministry, throughout His lliinistry, up to the close of His ministry,
after His resurrection. He referred to it as a book peculiar, a book
paramount, a book divine." And the same writer on the Scriptures,
concludes, '.' And therefore ,may I not be encouraged to read it, and
trust to it, as ,the guide of· my life, iorstrength in my perils, for
comfort ,in' ·my sorrows 1,. If good enough for the Master, is it not
good enough for the servant 1" Ah yes, the Bible, the venerated
"old Bible," in the sweet light of. whose sacred pages the saintly
fathers pursued their pilgrimage in safety and pcace to Zion, is
all-sufficient. still to guide the feet of the meek and lowly from grace
to glory. ,The Bible is to-day as fresh in its teaching of the Truth.of
God as it ever was. The reason of this is plain. The Truth can never
wither or grow old. It is a ceaseless spring of living waters. It is
manellously adapted to every age, awl is al1GaYs abreast of the
age! The provisions of the "-ord are divinely ordained to meet
every stage of spiritual life and growth. A modern author has
pointed out in the following beautiful language how the written Word
furnishes abundant satisfaction for every phase of Christian experience :-." Marvellous is the adaptation of Scripture for the race for whom
it was revealed! In its pages every conceivable condition of human
experience is reflected as in a mirror. In its words, every struggle
of the heart· can find appropriate and forceful expression. It is absolutely inexhaustible· in its resources for the conveyance of the deepest
feelings of the soul; it puts music into the speech of the tuneless
one, and rounds the periods of the unlettered into an eloquence which
no orator can rival. It has martial odes to brace the warrior's courage,
and gainful proverbs to teach the merchant wisdom: all mental moods
can represent themselves in its amplitude of words. It can ~ranslate
the doubt of the perplexed; it can articulate the cry of the contrite;
it fills the tongue of the joyous with carols of thankful gladness; and
it gives. sorrow words, lest grief, that does not speak, should whisper
to. the heart and bid it break. Happy we, who, in all the varieties of
.our religious life, have this copious manual divinely provided to our
hand."
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To the heart of the intelligent, diligent, and spiritually-minded
student of the Holy Scriptures, that which makes them living utterances is the assurance that they are direct communications from the
Lord Himself. lIe is the Alpha and Omega of the Bible, and it is
after Him that the heart of the living believer pants, when, with
bended knee, he searches the contents of the oracles of God, and
waits to hear what God the Lord will speak. No other book can
compare with the heavenly Word. It is a Book comprising many
books, and it is also the Book of books. As a matter of fact, the
i.nspired volume is composed of 63 parts, written by 40 or
more authors, at different places and times, during a space of 1,600
years, and yet it is marked by no essential difference; "a fact "-as
an honoured expositor has said-" all the more remarkable as the
writers often apparently differ in minor details, sufficient to sho\\" that
they were independent writers." The diligent, painstaking author of
An fllustrative Scripture Refm'ence Bookfl'-the Rev. G. S. BOWES
-has noted that in the five books of Moses such expressions as "The
Lord said," and "the Lord spake," occur no fewer than 500 times.
What a testimony this to the claim of the Pentateuch to be "the
Word of God"! Then, in the historical and poetical books, similar
words occur about 500 times; while, in the prophetical books, " Thus
saith the Lord," and" Hear the Word of the Lord," are used by the
inspired writers about 1,200 times. So that, in the whole of the Old
Testament, we find no fewer than 2,000 clear testimonies to the
Scriptures being the record of the mind of J ehovah. The God
of the Word has, in His good pleasure, made the truths of
the Bible necessary to the sinner's salvation.
Of saving truth
we know, and can know, nothing apart from the only record
If that Word be made
of that truth-the Written Word.
of none effect by the "cunning craftiness of men who lie
in wait to deceive," then" the key of knowledge" is taken away, and
no substitute for it being provided, the soul of man must perish,
through lack of knowledge. But, blessed be God, His "holy
oracles" have lost none of their divine wisdom and power. Sinners
are still being converted by their means. Perplexed souls are still
led by their unerring counsels. Afflicted and tempted ones are daily
being strengthened and enabled to triumph through the promises
they contain. As in the case of Timothy, 1,1:iOO years ago, the
Scriptures made wise unto salvation, so do they equally in this year of
our Lord 1900. The Holy Spirit continues to verify His own
declaration, "Thy Word is true from the beginning." When sinners
are no longer begotten of God "by the word of truth," it will be
quite time enough to charge His precious Word with being fallacious
and mendacious. Meanwhile, brethren, let us seek to magnify the
word of sovereign grace and truth. Let" the new light" and the
"higher criticism ,. of which a certain school of German and English
divines presumptuously boast, be itself tested by the infallible touchstone of-" Thus saith the Lord," and we need not fear the result.
• Published by Messrs. J. Nisbet and Co, 21, Berners Street, London.
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The" Sword of the Spirit" cannot be really blunted by the puny blows
of any arm of flesh. The 'Word of God is itself "a hammer" capable
of breaking the rocky heart of the most inveterate impugner of its
divine authorship and construction.
It is "a light" which will
continue to shine in undimmed brilliance when the heads of its
graceless crities shall be laid in the dust. Oh, brethren, let us clcave
with untrembling hand to the Bible-the whole Bible. Let us, with
diligence and prayer, drink more deeply into its precious verities, and
earnestly seek grace to give forth more convincing evidence of its
holy power to sanctify and make fruitful the lives of those who dare
not to add unto, or take away from, the written "words" of The
Book. May the Holy Spirit ever keep our faith in the Scriptures
simple, childlike, and receptive. It -was because the Psalmist's faith
in the written 'Word was thus implicit and guileless that he could
testify, "0 how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
Thou through Thy commaudments hast made me wiser than mine
enemies: for they ·are e,er -with me.
I have more understanding
than all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation"
(Psalm cxix. 97.99).
" Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever new
And blessed Word;
Daily it comes to me, fresh as the dewThis blessed Word;
Oh, be it mine, yet more and more, I pray,
To medit.ate therein both night and day!
" What God hath spoken well demands our timeHis blessed Word!
Let patient, loving toil search His sublime
And blessed Word!
Only to meditation is it given
To taste the ftllness of this Truth from heaven.
, Grains of this gold expand to boundless leaf;
This blessed Word
Gives itself out to search, not survey brief,
o blessed Word!
One page of thee is inexh:1ustible!
Nought shows Eternity's employ so weU..
Exhaustless is Thy new, and new Thine old,
Most blessed Word!
Such wealth of folded treasure to unfold,
o blessed Word,
Demands Eternity! helps me to see
How endless life may endless learning be."

Olifton.
..

J. O.

'WHEN Christians look around them, and see thousands in worse
than Egyptian bondage, it is impossible but for them to be zealous
to show by their lives and conversation that, while others contend for
the form, the religion of Jesus alone is attended with the power of
godliness.-J. P.

15/f

The Gospel M agazin~.

, lilgrim lapus.
"WHERE HASTTHOUGLEANED TO·DAY1'
(N EHEMIAH xii.)
(Continued from page 89.)
HERE- we have the names of the priests and Levites that went 'up
Irom Babylon 'with Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel and Joshua;
thus linking the prophecy of Zechariah with its fulfilment, as detailed.:
in the' book of Ezra, and this of Nehemiah. God declared by His
Prophet, "The hands of Zerubbabel have-laid the foundation of this
house; his hands shall also finish it,and thou shalt know that the
Lord of - hosts' 'hathsent me unto you ". (Zech. iv. 9). Ezra> records
the, fact: -"Now in the second year of their coming unto the house
of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel, the
son of Sh ealtiel, and J eshua, the son of J ozadak, and the remnant. of
their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that were,
come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem, to set forward the work
of the house of the Lord; they sang together by course in praising
and giving thanks unto the Lord; because He is good, for His mercy
endureth for ever towards Israel. And all the people shouted with
a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of
the house of the Lord was laid" (Ezra iii. 8). It is true the
weeping of the ancient men who had seen the glory of the first
house, miilgled with the shou1-s of joy, yet it was heard afar off as
one shout, and ultimately they builded in spite of much opposition,
and finished it. "And the house was finished on the third day of
the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of king
Darius" (Ezra vi. 15). Zerubbabel was a grandson of Jehoiakim,
king of J udah, and no doubt a striking type of Him who is the
Leader and Commander of His people, the Foundation, Builder, and
Consummator of the temple of the Lord, of whom only it can be fully
said, "He shall bring forth the 'headstone thereof with shoutings,
Of Joshua, the son of
crying, Grace, grace unto it" (Zech. iv. 7).
Jozadak the high priest, we have the most instructiye teaching, as
well as consolatory view for our own conscious condition of
defilement. "He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before
the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to
resist him. And the Lord lmid unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee,
o Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee;
is not _this a brand plucked out of the fire 1" (Zech. iii. 1, 2.)
Experience proves to us that we never come into the presence of
our God or stand before Him, that the arch enemy does not tempt
us, draw off' our thoughts to vain things, distract and annoy, and
then, as we learn from this passage and Job i. 10, 11, .and ii. 5, also
Revelation xii. 10, becomes the Accuser. How blessedly, therefore,
are we assured, "If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and He is the propitiation for
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our sins" (1 John ii. 42). He left us an example how to act,
"Get thee hence, Satan,'" and blessed be the majestic Arm with
which He rebukes the foe! Surely, as we realize that we are but
brands plucked out of the fire, we may rejoice that He will never
quench the smoking flax, nor despise the day of small things.
. 0 Thou Angel of the Covenant before whom Thy children stand as
Joshua did, in filthy garments, defiled with captivity and its ungodly
associations, Thou dost command, "Take away the 'filthy garments
from him," and speak to individual need, "Behold, I have' caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee and I will clothe thee with, change of
raiment." Are we not assured by the Apostle that ,,'Whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, ,that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope"?
(Rom. xv. 4). Let us who are sensible of defilement listen to the
voice of the Son of God, "Behold, I will clothe thee with change of
raiment. I, even I who bore thy sins, even I that wrought out the
perfect robe of righteousness for thy justification, do make this blessed
exchange with thee (2 Cor. v. 21). 'It cost me a prick at every
stitch' to provide the 'raiment of needlework' in which .thou shalt
'be brought unto the King' (Psalm xlv. 14), 'prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.'" "And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon
his head; and they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with
garments." Thus arrayed in the beauty of holiness Joshua was
equipped for ministering in' the restored temple. Thus, too, is eyery
one clothed who" as lively stones are built up a spiritual house, an
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 2, 5).
Of the names that follow we know little, except that Jeremiah could
not have been the Prophet, as he was not carried to Babylon, and his
testimony ended "ith the reign of king J ehoiachin; and by the
writings of Josephus we are informed that Jaddua VII. was the high
priest who met Alexander the Great, in the direct genealogy of Jeshua.
The names are first given of those contemporary with Jeshua who were
included in the touching address, "Hear now, 0 Joshua the high
priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee, for they are men
wondered at" (Zech. Hi. 8), he and they are types or the High Priest
of our profession, Christ Jesus, and the "royal priesthood" of the
:NIelchisedec order! Men wondered at on account of their high birth,
"partakers of the Divine nature" (2 Peter i. 4), "sons and daughters
of the Lord God Almighty"-of their high calling, "called to the
fellowship of His Son Jesus Chi'ist" (1 Cor. i. 9), "called to be saints"
(1 Cor. i. 2)-of Divine choice, "I baye chosen you and ordained you
that ye should go and bring forth fruit" (John xv. 16). "I have
chosen you out of the world" (vel'. 19); chosen to be good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, and witnesses; on account also of their high position,
"accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6); made to sit together in
heavenly places (Eph. ii. 6), and members of His mystic body
(Eph. v. 29. 30); and their high characteristic, whose affections are
" set on things above and not on things on the earth." "As He is,
so are we in this world." These and many other high privileges
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make them wondered at and a wonder to themselves! Others come
in a later list. "These were in the days of J oiakim the son of
Joshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the
governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe." How much of "the
fellowship of kindred minds" that one verse reveals to us !
"James, Cephas, and John who seemed to be pillars "-" Paul, Silvanus
and Timotheus" were not more closely associated in ministry and
discipleship than these notable men at the head of thoir brethren, in
the return from captivity; and "the same Lord over all is rich unto
all" who now labour in His vineyard and advance His kingdom; nor
does He forget their names, but has them recorded ill His book, so that
the giver of a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, may say
with Job, ":My witness is in heaven, my record iE 011 high." The
glimpse is a very sweet one which this chapter opens to our contemplation, that we may see how God enrols the names of His sen-ants,
individually and by their families and in their generations, "knit
together" here below in service and purpose, His worship and the
establishment of His people, and so minutely registered, that hereafter when" builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit," the knitting will be found to have never been unravelled,
nor the close bond of union rent; for, as we go on to observe, they
may form two great companies a,,-hile on thc walls of Zion, yet
ultimately meet at the sheep gate, for "there shall] be one fold and
one Shepherd" (John x. 16), and at the place of meeting God makes
them to rejoice with great joy!
,. And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the
Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep
the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing,
with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. And the sons of the singers
gathered themselves together, both out of the plain country round
about Jerusalem, and from the villages of N etophathi; also from the
house of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for the
singers had builded them villages round about Jerusalem." This was a
" token for good"; it evidenced their love to the sanctuary.
Observe
how carefully it is recorded! It shows us how God observes not only
the actions of His people but their motives. Does He regard the
dwellings where we pitch our tents 7 " He hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation" (_-\.cts 17-26.)
Yet He notices accurately how" Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan,
and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent towards
Sodom ;" and we find him afterwards "sitting in the gate of Sodom,"
in a dignified position there. "But the men of Sodom were sinners
before the Lord exceedingly." How much better to build round about
Jerusalem; adjacent to worship, with facilities for being often found
there! They would be able to use David's strong plea, "Lord, I
have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place where Thine
honour dwelleth. Gather not my soul with sinners" (Psalm xxvi. 8, 9).
Let me be gathered at last with the wheat into Thy garner; let me
not be gathered with bundles of the wicked and cast into the fire of
hell," where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." ,. Shut
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110t up my soul with the sinners" (Prayer Book version). It is good to
cultivate the taste for that society with whom we hope to spend
eternity! How suggestive is this clause: they who build round about
J el'1~salem are sure of Divine environment!
"As the mountains
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about
His people from henceforth even for ever" (Psalm cxxv. 2). What a
grand and genial aspect those dwelling had! and how secure their
lot! We must not overlook that some of them accompanied their
singing with cymbals, clashing forth the honour of the Lord, in
accordance with the exhortation, "0 clap your hands, all ye people;
shout unto God with the voice of triumph" (Psalm xlvii. 1); theirs
would be joyful expression with the high sounding cymbals. Others
with psalteries, which were wind instruments. "Let everything that
hath breath, praise the Lord" (Psalm cl. 6). There is to be no
praise by proxy; each one is to say to himself, "Awake up, my
glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will a'mke early"
(Psalm Ivii. 8). Let none of us conclude our voices are not
melodious, it is no matter whether we join or no, for God is very
particular about it! He would not only have the harp in tune,
but the heart-strings in sweet accord. "Making melody in your
heart to the Lord," as if He only were the listener! and our delight
only to please Him!
"To the Chief Singer on my stringed
instruments," let us all dedicate our praise t
"And the priests and the Levites pnrified themselves, and purified
the people, and the gates, and the wall." How full of teaching it
all is! How could the praise of polluted lips be acceptable to a
pure and holy God 1 And themselves must be first purged from an
evil conscience before they could purify the people. Blessed be God,
there is provision 101' His worshipping people to be pure in heart.
~o doubt the priests would use the water of separation, of which
we read in Kumbers, xix., the ashes of the red heifer without spot,
upon which never came yoke, the sweet type of our mighty Sacrifice
who suffered without the camp, "that He might sanctify the people
with His own blood" (Heb. xiiL), whose voluntary, "Lo, I come; I
delight to do Thy will, 0 God," declared there was no yoke or constraint upon Him. We believe the same Spirit taught them the
deep import of every sentence and clause, even as the deep things
of God are revealed to us by the Spirit now, the natural man
receiveth them not, for they are all spiritually discerned! In all our
worship, in every approach to God, let us seek this purification, and
rejoice in the knowledge that while they had a gracious provision in
type, "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God" (Heb. ix. 14). It
is a grand text to take with us to the sanctuary, coupled with
1 John 1 7-9, so "blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God." The Holy Spirit, typified by water, purifies the heart by faith;
a living principle, by which He actuates heart and life, bringing both
into conformity with the Divine will.
Oh that there might be in these days such a purification of
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the gates! also, that the new birth, by which alone a sinner can
enter into the kingdom of God, might be purged from the rubbish
of baptismal regeneration, so insidiously and even openly tanght.
,Oh that the wall, the bulwark of pure doctrine in harmony with
the Word of God, might be restored to its purity as at the Refor,mation, and that those who stand in the position of priests and
Levites, as leaders of worship, might be foremost in the good work
{)f cleansing and, dedicating the wall! "Then I brought up the
princes of J udah upon the wall, and appointed two great companies
:'of them that gave thanks, whereof one went on the right hand
upon the wall toward the dung gate." The first direction they take
is to the outlet for filthiness, because the first step in our Zionward march is a view of corruption. "Going and weeping, they
'shall go, and seek the Lord their God. They shall ask the way
to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join
ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant that shall not be
forgotten" (Jer. 1. 4). "Having these promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. vii. 1). Certain of the priests'sons
with trumpets, and others with musical instruments, and Ezra .the
scribe before them, they proceed to the fountain gate, rejoicing that it
is so nigh" over against them," "they go from strength to strength,"
ascending step by step to Zion, "they went up by the stairs of the
dty of David, at the going up of the wall, abo,e the house
of David, even unto the water gate eastward;" 'Whence issues
living water, the Holy Spirit, the gracious provision of great David's
,greater Son for all His household. "If any man thirst, let him
~ome unto Me and drink, for as the Scripture hath said, Out of
His belly shall flow rivers of living 'Water. And this spake He of
the Spirit" (John vii. 37-39). "Wherefore. with joy shall ye draw
water out of the wells of salvation" (Isaiah xii. 3).
'''And the other company of them that gave thanks went over against
them; and I after them, upon the wall, from the tower of the furnaces
unto the broad wall." Nehemiah, the governor, went after this company
who took the left hand, beginning their march upon the wall signifi-cantly from the tower of furnaces to the broad wall.
",Ye went
through fire and water, and Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy
place." Can His people ever tread the furnace without His presence 1
'Selah! note it well, dwell upon that note, ye who are of this company!
,Observe what E,lihu said to Job, and resolve, "I \,ill ascribe righteousness to my Maker." Acknowledge that He is right in His most
mysterious dealings with you in the tower of furnaces. "Even so
would He have removed thee out of the strait place into a broad
place where there is no f>traitness, and that which should be set on
thy table should be full of fatness " (Job x=vi. 16). "And from the
gate of Ephraim [the gate where fruitfulness is connected with affliction], and above the old gate [where the good old doctrines and
practices are maintained], and above the fish gate [where there is
access for the living creatures whose element is living water, and
who in it face the current, and are not drifted as dead things are

The Gospel Magazine.

"

159

down it], and the tower of Hananeel [the name of the builder of it
signifies grace, mercy, gift of God], and the tower of Meah [hundred]
€ven unto the sheep gate." These two towers were on either hand of
the sheep gate, significant of the true "tower of the flock," the Shepherd
who is the grace, mercy, and gift of God, and giveth His life for the
sheep j who having a hundred sheep, a definite number, will not lose
one of them, but "goeth after that which is lost until He find it."
He is the sheep gate. "I am the door of the sheep" (John x. 7), and
He is the tower on either hand. Thus the Prophet Micah addresses
Him, " And thou, 0 tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter
of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion j the kingdom
shall come to the daughter of Zion " (Micah iv. 8). " Wonderful words
of life it how marvellously they fit and dovetail, "which the Holy
Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual." " And
they stood still in the prison gate. So stood the two companies of them
that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and the half of the rulers
with me." Having met, the two companies stood still with trumpets
(v. 41) to proclaim deliverance to the captives. Those who were
entered in at the sheep gate stood still, with joyful accents sounding
forth the jubilee of the Gospel, the glad tidings of salvation, and "tne
opening of the prison to them that are bound," and the Governor in
their midst.
"For such a work were vainly done,
If Jesus were not there."
Should not this be the constant employment of His disciples 1
"And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer." His
name, the Lord arises, or brightness of the Lord, points to Him who
is "the Chief Singer," the Leader of the praises of Israel, the true
Overseer! 'We get glimpses of Him e,erywhere, and the Holy Spirit
delights to glorify Him and open to om ,iew fresh aspects of His
work and character. cC Also that day they offered great sacrifices,
and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy."
There was no half-heartedness, no mute worship, letting others do
proxy j not a well got-up performance, scientifically correct and subdued. "The singers sang loud" j it entered the ears of the Lord of hosts
and was approved, and great sacrifices evidenced it was not mere lip
service, but glowing heart and bountiful hand. "The wives also and
the children rejoiced," a perfect blending of strong and weak voices.
« Young men and maidens, old men and children, let them praise the
name of the Lord." 'c Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou
hast perfected praise" (Matt. xxi. 16). How very graciously this
dause is inserted by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, to show us
Ood's estimftte of perfect praise. The children of Nehemiah's day had
not the advantage of learning sol-fa-ing as our poorest little ones no\,
·do· in Board Schools, nor had the wives pianos, organs, or other instruments in their homes for practice, but their hearts were attuned to
praise God for His wondrous goodness to them, so the harmony rose
up to heaven, and" the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off." "And at
that time some were appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for
the offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather intD them
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out of the fields of the cities the portions of the law for the priests
and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites
that waited." This chapter is remarkable for its detail of variolls
agencies employed in the service of God; the outcome of praise and
joyful thanksgiving is great liberality and willing service connected
with it. In the midst of rejoicing, serving the Lord with gladness,
the people had a mind to care for God's ministers, to supply their
personal wants and things needed for the worship of God; for this
they needed faithful men to be appointed, whose hearts were in the
sanctuary, so willing feet would carry them there, and conscientiousness
actuate them. The same principle is recognizable in the appointment
of the seven deacons by the early Church. "It is not meet that we
should leave the Word of God and serve tables." It is not seemly
for us to be gathering £n treasures, offerings, firstfruits, tithes. God
sanctions the appointment of such as have the oversight of these
things. All honour to those who, even in the humble line of collectors,
aid the ministers of Christ by gathering in subscriptions and donations, which so materially help the expenses connected with worship
or the extension of the kingdom in the world. It requires loving zeal,
patient labour, and cheerful self-denial. It has" the pen of the Lord
to record it."
"And both the singers and the porters kept the ward of their God, and
the ward of the purification, according to the commandment of David,
and of Solomon his son. For in the days of Dayid and Asaph of old,
there were chief of the singers and songs of praise and thanksgiving
unto God. And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days
of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, every
day his portion; and they sanctified holy things unto the Levites;
and the Levites sanctified them unto the children of Aaron."
Punctually, in due order, the singers and porters fulfilled their course,
as Zacharias is observed to be doing at the announcement of the
angel concerning John the Baptist (Luke i. 1). Up to this time
there appears to have been no restoration of the due order enjoined
by king David, which according to Luke i. 8, was continued thereafter until the destruction of Jerusalem. Every day's portion was
provided for singers and porters; they lacked nothing who waited
upon the Lord in His sanctuary; there was a regular succession of
those who conducted songs of praise, and chiefs to lead them, and of
those who opened the gates and kept out intruding foes; these
cared for the Levites, setting apart their portion, and they in turn
sanctified for the high priest's household.
The people who were
ministered to in spiritual things, freely yielded carnal things. All
things were done "decently and in order," under the eye of the
Governor and his approbation.
Leicester.
MARY.
PRAYER brings us to communion with God. Now, if good company
increase grace, how much more will communion with the Lord Himself
quicken and increase it !-Pl'esfon.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:THE LORD'S SERVANT.

".:

"He is altogether lovely."-SOL01ION'S SONG v. 16.
"Behold My Servant."-IsAIAH xlii. 1.
SAINTS in the Old Testament were called to look unto Jesus just
as those in the New are. More than once the Spirit of the Lord by
the Prophet Isaiah exhorts the Church to behold her Saviour in the
endearing character of the Lord's Servant. Spiritual sight and
spiritual light are needed to see the loveliness of Christ in His office
as the Servant of the Lord and the Servant of the Church. He
declared, "I am among you as one that serveth" (Luke xxii. 27).
We consider firstTHE PERSON
of Jesus. He was the Mighty God, the Ete1'l1al Word, and the
assumption of the office of a Servant required humiliation. Now, the
angels miuister to or serve the heirs of salvation, but the Lord
Jesus was made a little lower than the angels (Heb. ii. 7-9), that
He might accomplish a more perfect service. The work He undertook
necessitated His taking the very lowest place, so that "He made
Himself of no reputation', He emptied Himself" (PhiI. ii. 7, marg.) in
taking the form of a Servant. "As many-as beheld Him in His
low estate-were astonied at this; His visage was so marred more than
any man's; and His form more than the sons of men" (Isaiah lii. 14).
A sight of the wounded, stricken, smitten, afflicted, bruised, bleeding
Servant of the Lord produces true repentance: "They shall look upon
Him whom they have pierced, and they shall mou1'l1" (Zech. xii. 10).
In Covenant grace God's Fellow became God's Servant to do His will,
and in due time He became Man to saye and to serve men.
CHRIST',,; 'YORK
as a Servant denotes someth~ng by Him to be done, that a trust
was committed into His hands, and that He must yield obedience to
the will of Him that sent Him. The Work which Jesus was commissioned to accomplish was nothing less than the salvation of a
ruined Church. That salvation is two-fold: Exte1'l1al, a salvation
from wrath; and internal, a salvation from sin.
Jesus saves us
from God's wrath and from our own sin. Christ was the Man of
God's right hand, to bear the load of sin into the land of forgetfulness.
He was both the scapegoat charged with the sins of the people, and
the "fit man," by whose instrumentality they were taken into the
land of forgetfulness (Lev. xvi. 21). As God's Servant, at His bidding
Jesus rescued the Church from the ruins of the fall by becoming a
oCurse for her, taking her place as a Substitute, enduring her penalty,
and atoning for her sin. " He who knew no sin was made sin for
us" (2 Cor. v. 21).
Again, as the Servant of the Lord, a Trust was committed unto
Rim, which was, ~o do His Father's will. How entirely he fulfilled
N
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this trust!
In reference to His mother's ignorance on this matter,
He expressed Himself thus: "Wist ye not that I must be about my
Father's business 1" (Luke ii. 49.)
The sole object of the deal'
Redeemer's earthly life was to glorify His Father. He said to His
disciples: "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to
finish His work" (John iv. 34).
In this lies the Obedience of His
service. His work was perfected in the destruction of Satan's power,
in the glorifying of His Father, and in the salvation of the Church.·
Therefore, towards the end of His term of Service, He could come
before His Father with the precious and heart-cheering assertion:
"I have glorified Thee upon earth: I have finished .the work which Thou
gavest life to do" (John xvii. 4). The Father is -well· pleased with the
finished work of His Righteous Servant, by which many are justified
(Isaiah liii. 11). Christ's obedience consisted in complete surrender to
His Father's will, and in the perfect fulfilment of His Father's Law.
Thus Jesus .l' wrought out and brought in an everlasting righteousness" (Dan. ix. 24). Christ Jesus was perfected through suffering j the
work could only be accomplished by the sacrifice of Himself
(Heb. ix. 26). As Man, though a Son, yet learned He obedience by
the things which He suffored" (Heb. i. 8). Behold, the suffering and
obedient
SERV3.XT OF THE LORD

was chosen of God to do His will, and to execute the pUl1Jose of His
grace: .(' Mine Elect, in whom My soul delighteth" (Isaiah xlii. 1).
The Lord Jesus Christ as God knew God's will, and as a sinless :Jlan
He did it. It would be most instructive to trace throughout the
sacred Scriptures the history of the Choice, Call, and Commi~d(tn of
God's dear Son as the Lord's Servant. The Book of Psallll8 affords.
much instruction on these points.
With peculiar emphasis on each.
of these grounds, the Lord calls Him "My Servant." Belonging to·
God, He freely "delivered Him up for us all" (Rom. viii. 32), that
as our Servant He might do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
'Ve cannot cleanse ourselves from sin, nor work a righteousness for
clothing j we cannot obey God's law, and we cannot save our o"n
souls. All this work the LOl'd gave Jesus to do, and so "laid
help upon one that is mighty" (Psalm lxxxix. 19). How blessed are
those who have Jesus for their Helper! Truly," he that is despised
and hath a servant is better than he that bonoureth himself and
lacketh bread" (Prov. xii. 9). While Jesus carries out His Office as.
the Servant, the loveliness of
HIS CHARACTER

appears. It was described prophetically in most striking terms:
"Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently, He shall be exalted and
extolled, and be very high" (Isaiah lii. 13). 'rhe chief feature mentioned
is Prudence; and the Apostle likewise declares, "·Wherein He hath
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence" (Ephes. i. 8).
Prudence denotes the right management of affairs, especially in the
exercise of that foresight which prevents or counteracts eviL The
Christian delights to mark the prudence of the Lo.rd Jesus in His
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dealings, both in grace and providence. His prudence is exhibited in the
balancing of the clouds (Job xxxvii. 16), in proportioning our strength
to our need (Deut. xxxiii. 25), in staying His rough wind in the day
of His east wind (Isaiah xxvii. 8), and in not laying upon us more
than He enables us to bear (1 Cor. x. 13). Indeed, all His dealings
reveal that knowledge of our frame, and remembrance of our frailty
(Psalm ciii. 14), that wisdom, power, and love which make up the
attribute of Prudence. At the right time and in the right way His
delivering grace is manifested, and all the ends of the earth see the
salvation of our God (Isaiah lii. 10).
Prudently and skilfully the
Lord's Servant guides His people. He neither over-drives nor frightens
back: "Ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight." In order
to keep them right, He prudently goes before them (vel'. 12); and still
more prudently He Himself is their "rereward "-their defence and
guard.
Whoso is wise, and will observe His dealings, "even they
shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord" (Psalm cvii. 43).
The words "deal prudently" are rendered in the margin, "shall
prosper," and success ever attends all that the Lord's Servant under.
takes. There is neither fh.w nor failure in His work. Prosperity
attends the work of His hands in every direction. The prophecy is
abundantly fulfilled, "My Servant shall prosper." The result isHIS EXALTATION.

His humiliation as the Servant prepares the way for His exaltation
as the King: "He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high."
Christ is exalted· in the heaTts of the saints, becoming to them the
chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely, more than all
beside; His name is above every name (Phil. ii. 9), and is as ointment poured forth (Song i. 3). He is exalted in the OhUTCh as her
Head, High Priest, Prophet, and King. He 1YaS exalted on the CTOSS,
as He Himself said, "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto
Me" (John xii. 32). Christ is exalted in the Gospel, which testifies
of Him, and of Him alone; describing His Person, His obedience,
and His work as the Lord's Servant. Lastly, He is now exalted in
heaven as the Lamb in the midst of the throne.
Now Christ shall also be "extolled," or praised and glorified, by
the holy angels, by the' spirits of just men made perfect, and by the
members of His body upon earth. To extol the Person and spread
the name and fame of Jesus is the highest honour a poor worm of
earth can have. Whatever contempt it may entail here below, it is
,rell-pleasing to the Father above. Finally, we markThe Dignity to which Jesus is raised: "He shall be very high."
Yes! the Lord's Servant is King of kings and Lord of lords, God over
all, blessed for evermore (Rom. ix. 5). He must reign till He hath
puti'll enemies under His feet (1 Cor. xv. 25).
"All hail the power of J esu's Name,
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him-Lord of all."
E. C.
N 2
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WELL-SPRINGS.

" Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness
unto them that are exercised thereby." -HEBREWS xii. 11.
IT has been with no small privilege, and I trust profit, that some of us
have been considering together the epistles to the seven Churches of
Asia, at our Weekly Bible Class. The writer is constrained to record
many precious lessons gathered there. How sublimely is each Church
. addressed by Him who is "the First and the Last," and all thus
centreing as it were upon the grandly omniscient word "I know!"
In each He comes to the Churches in a character suitable to the
state of that Church, and leaves with it a suitable promise. Christ
shows divinely how He takes into consideration their past liYes. He
never forgets! Then he takes into account the promise to be
bestowed upon them, thus filling up their need as to past void
and future necessity. Unto the Church at Ephesus His character is
revealed as "He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks." He reminds
them how they have" left their first love," and the promise unto them
is, " To him that overcometh will I giYe to eat of the tree of life," thus
carrying the eye of faith to the fruit-s and effects of redemptive
w{)rk from our first parents' fall in the garden of Eden. "C nto Smyrna
He appears as the" First and the Last, which was dead, and is aliye j "
and the promise to these who had suffered imprisonment, been tried
"ten days," or ten decades of persecution, as some consider this to
mean, is that they shall receive a crown of life, and not be hurt by the
second death. Again, Pergamos, the high and haughty Church, has
the message from" Him that hath the sharp sword with two edges,"
who had given themselves over to false doctrine j but the promise is,
"to him that overcometh I will give to eat of the hidden manna,
and will give him a white stone," that is, a token of acceptance.
Unto Thyatira, that Church which displayed much weakness and
instability, the Son of God appears, " who hath His eyes like unto a
:flame of fire," searching out "her hidden sins of departure and
insincerity, leaving with them that overcome in the Living One the
promise of His "power over the nations." Out of weakness, therefore,
made strong, and His strength perfected in their weakness. Again,
"He that hath the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars" appears
unto the Church of Sardis, who had soiled their garments in unholy
contamination with the world, promising to "him that o,ercometh,"
the "few in Sardis who have not defiled their garments, they shall
walk with Me in white, for they are worthy." What precious
encouragement we gather from the Church in Philadelphia-that Church
knit together in brotherly love! " He that is holy, and He that is
true," declares of her who had kept His word, and not denied His
name, that she should be as a pillar fixed, immovable in the heavenly
temple, to "go no more out," to be seen, and "to know that I have
loved thee." Whilst unto Laodicea, puffed up in self-righteousness,
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priding themselves on their false riches, the Amen, "the Faithful and
True Witness" counsels them to buy of Him "gold tried in the fire,
that thou mayest be rich." The lack of true knowledge in this
guilty Church before her God is evidenti:tlly set forth in chapter iii.
17, 18: "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich" (they had been priding themselves on their riches) ;
" and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed; and anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see."
Thus the chastening laid upon each of these Churches in inscrutible love was to yield the after-fruits of righteousness unto
them exercised thereby. How good and gracious of Him not to let
them alone! Beloved, it is because of the abiding faithfulness of
Israel's unchangeable God, that whilst trials must and will befall
His children in their pilgrimage, they are all the time working out
their eternal good and His glory, who sees the end from the
beginning, and the needs-be of each cross that in loving wisdom He
lays upon them. In the end of such sanctified trial, with the
Psaltllist they gratefully confess, "It is good for me that I have been
affiicted, that I might learn Thy statutes." And again, "Thou hast
given me the shield of Thy salvation, and Thy right hand hath
holden me up; and Thy gentleness [, Thy loving correction,' COVERDALE trans1ates it]
hath made me great." God had a controversy
with those Churches. They had known the truth, but departed from
it. They had permitted false teachers to creep in, listened to
erroneous doctrine, pandered to idolatry, pride, arrogance, self-esteem,
and with a sure consequence from a long.suffering God, that unless
they repented He would remove their candlestick out of its place, and
take from them Gospel light and blessin'g.
Oh the patience and long.suffering of our God! In those Churches
He had a remnant according to the election of grace, and He wills to
save and deliver these, according to His promise, and not according to
their deserts. There is no other answer forthcoming to the question,
Why did He love the people 7 than God's "because,"-" because
the Lord loved you." God's love is dateless, p.ternal, faithful, and
sure as the very heaven of heavens, notwithstanding the eternal prescience, "I knew that thou wouldst deal yery treacherously.;' 'Well,
now these Churches are each, according to their departure, to learn
by bitter experience what it is to be walking apart from God, away
from His smiles and favour. The late C. H. SPURGEON puts
it very sweetly when he says, "When God is about to give a man
to drink of the cup of salvation, He often first puts his taste right
by washing out his mouth with a draught of bitter, to take away
the flavour of the accursed sweets of sins." This is just what our
text declares, and is to prove in the experience of every redeemed
son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty, "Now no chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto
" them that are exercised thereby."
, Now is our school-life, earth our training ground. No wonder
H~;. our divine and patient Teacher, must often exclaim of His slow,
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ignorant, and impatient scholars, "0 fools, and slow of heart to
believe."
How we rebel under affliction, kick at adversity, writhe under
the rod, and, could we choose, should apportion unto ourselves, of
our very perverseness, all smooth stones and rosied pathways through
life! thus in our ignorance reaping unto ourselves adversity in the
day of wrath, if He permitted us to have our own way. Bless Him,
beloved, in your trials that He has not left yOIl to your sinful,
ignorant choice; that, loving you, He will not let you go until He
has done all in and for you j that, having chosen you, picked you
up out of the rubbish of the fall, He will complete His work by
shaping, polishing, working ofr all the rough corners, and chipping,
chiselling, filing, and thus fitting you as a stone in its place to adorn
the temple of the Most High. Let us remember that when the
completion of the heavenly temple is thus effected, as of the earthly,
there will be rw stone seen, so perfect and so complete the work of
the great Master Builder, that all the glory will be absorbed in Him,
and in His temple shall every whit of it speak His glory. May we
learn, like the Asiatic Churches, even if it be by bitter experience,
to rejoice under the tribulation that shall bring us access by a
blood-bought right royal way to the kingdom above.
Look at the words of our text, "_Yow-((t'tenm/"l." 'Whilst nOll)
relates to time, yet in the economy of grace the working out of it
yields the ajte'l'wanl, which has its fruition in the eternity of glory.
NO'lIJ.
The beloved Paul treats it as the time of "our li8:ht
affliction," which by comparison is "but for a moment." The a.rferlt~/'rl
he describes in language best suited to meet our finite comprehension.
"But afterward it yieldetli the peaceable fruits of righteousness to
them that are exercised thereby." Who can fathom that, beloved ~
We shall take eternity in which to adore the glorious riches of
His grace that wrought these blessed fruits in us.
Now. That is this present time of our schooling, wherein there is
so much need of patience on the part of our divine Teacher, who,
knowing our ignorance, folly, slowness of heart to believe, giyes His
scholars just "line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little,
and there a little," as they can bear; looking upon them in such
tender, divine compassion, and speaking as He did to His disciples of
old, He says, "I have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now." And how often has the writer blessed God for those
inspired words of the life, of the Lord Jesus when upon earth, which
go to set forth so much of His loving pity and patience to His
children, "As He was wont, He taught them again." Believer, how
often in our experience have we to be taught the same lesson of
creature insufficiency over and over again! Now is the time of darkness, distress consequent upon discipline-whilst the afterwa'l'd brings
the taught children into light, life, liberty, and love.
Let us never forget to begin where God begins His work. The professing world talks largely enough of a God of love, but God's Word
declares Him first to a poor lost sinner, in another character ere th'dt
of love. "God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all." Yes, .
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Tevelation comes before regeneration, and thus we have need to pray
that He may show what we are in and of ourselves-poor lost, guilty,
llell-deserving sinners.
When God, in His great, rich, and sovereign
mercy, thus throws truth's search-light upon our benighted souls, showing
up our sinful state in all its heinousness, can we for a moment of
time rest there 1 What did it do for, Saul when the light from heaven
shone across his path and arrested l1im in his mad career 1 Imme-diately up went the cry, "Lord, what wilt Thou h,tve me to do 1" And
as did the jailer to Paul and Silas in his distress, "Sirs, what must I
do to be sayed 1" Then He reveals Himself in response to the cry,
" Lord Jesus, show me Thyself as the God of 10ve, the Good Samaritan,
l)ouring in oil and wine of the Gospel, healing the wounds and binding
up the broken bones"; ana. the sighs and groans are exchanged for the
shouts and songs of gladness, for" He hath put a new song in my
mouth, even praise to our God. Many shall see it and fear, and shall
trust in the Lonl." Thus the chastening which seemed to be grievous
has, by the skill of the great Alchemist, yielded "the peaceable fruit
of righteousness to them exerciSEd thereby," for" to the hungry soul
€yery bitter thing is s'l\eet."
Kow, ere we close, let us briefly notice the word /ruit, for. it quite
belongs to our heavenly Husbandman to look for His pleasant fruits.
He must find it so from plants of His rjght hand planting, deeply
Tooted in affiiction's fertile soil, watered by the Spirit's graces, gently
nurtured by the sun's maturing rays, with winter's frost to rot our
pride and summer's balmy days to delight and enrich the soul, they
must flourish and grow, and taking root downwards, bear fruit upwards.
There is no stand-still work in His garden of excellencies!
Oh, may He eat of His ple'lsant fruits, and be satisfied in the travail
of His soul in reader and writer! :Jlay the sanctifying power of the
Holy Ghost be all that is intended on meek, lowly, and recipient hearts
prepared by the divine Hnsbandman. :JIay the pleasant, "peaceable
fruit of righteousness" be very marked and evident in His children, in
this time of departure from the truth, this age of many voices, and
innumerable isms. The feature of the days we live in is the more
dangerous because of its profession. May He not haye to say unto us
as individuals what He said of the Churches collectively, but may
the power of Christ so rest upon each and abide, that men may take
knowledge of us that we ha,e been with Jesus; and even if in
affiiction's fnrnace, or passing through deep waters, our hearts shall
gladden our countenance by the sure, firm, unchanging confidence
in Him who, whilst now chastening for our profit, will hereafter
rejoice with His chastened children in the "peaceable fruit of
righteousness."
R.
MANY of the truths revealed in Scripture require some intenseness
of thought, some labour of investigation to apprehend them clearly,
and to understand them ~·ightly. But the natural depravation of
mankind is a fact of which we have proofs every hour, and which
stares us in the face, let us look which way. we will.-Topladl/. ; .
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REFLECTIONS ON HEARING THE WORD
"Take heed theref01'e how ye hear, jar whosoeveT hath, to him shall
be given; and whosoever hath not, f1'01I1 Mm shall ve taken even that
which he seemeth to have."-LuKE viii. 18.
THE more one reads the four Gospels, which give us an account of
the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, the more the mind
becomes impressed by the momentous truths they contain; often are
we constrained to exclaim, "Never man spake like this Man"
(Jo.hn vii. 46). If, for instance, we take the fifth r"nd two following
chapters of the Gospel according to "JIatthew, commonly called the
Sermon on the Mount, we become deeply struck by the profound and
discriminating doctrines contained in that notable discourse. No
marvel, "when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were
astonished at His doctrine; for He taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes (Matt. vii. 28, 29).
At the commencement of the sermon, the dear Redeemer portrays
the character of a true disciple, and speaks of the blessed effects
those graces of a Spirit have on the life and walk of the real
believer. "Ye are the salt of the earth," "Ye are the light of the
world." Here I would remark, if we possess the light and life of
God in the soul, there will be no need of making an ostentatious
display of our religion; the light must shine forth, and perhaps it
shines the brightest when we are unconscious of the same. ,I"hen
Jehovah the Spirit breaks the heart of a poor sinner, the light lI"ill
shine forth through the crannies thereof. "God,,,ho commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to gi,e the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ"
(2 Cor. iv. 6). Our blessed Lord then proceeds to show the holine3s
and majesty of the law, which God gave by the hand of Moses, that
it not only affects our moral character, but that it also comes home
to the thoughts and intents of the heart, so that however blameless
we may be as touching the righteousness of the law, we cannot be
justified thereby, "For by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be
justified" (Rom. iii. 20).
" Except your righteousness shaH
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees ye ~hall in n(}
case enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. v. 20). He then
exhorts to prayer, and has graciously given us instructions as to the'
manner of praying. I think we should do well if "e studied more
closely each petition in that most excellent form of sound words.
One word more before we·
commonly called the Lord's Prayer.
enter particularly on our subject: ., Enter ye in at the strait gate.
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destrUlction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the,
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it" (Matt. vii. 13, 14). Here our blessed Lord set up
the standard of all true and vital religion. If ever we get to heaven,
we must enter the strait gate, and walk in the narrow way, ,,-herein
we find few companions. "We must be born again" (John iii. 3·7),
and must enter in by the door of the sheepfold (John x. 7-9). SOrL'Y
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am I to say, the bulk of the religion of the present day bears the
marks of infatuation, enthusiasm, delusion, and madness.
Mr. HART, a ~ost penetrating judge of true and false religion.
says:" No big words of ready talkers,
" Tinkling sounds of disputation,
No dry doctrine will suffice;
Naked knowledge, all are vain;
Broken hearts and humble
Every soul that gains salvawalkers,
tion
These are dear in Jesus' eyes.
Must, and shall be, born again."
The parable of the Sower, from which our subject is taken, contains
some very solemn, searching, and discriminating truths. Perhaps no
part of it is more solemn than the verse which stands at the head of
our paper, "Take heed therefore how ye hear." This first clause we
shall consider under seven particulars. Firstly, hear, not in a captious,
censorious spirit, but hear with a single eye to the glory of God. "If
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light" (Matt.
vi. 22). "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor.
x. 31). Oh, what joy, what peace, pervade the heart and mind, when
the glory of J ehovah occupies our thoughts in all matters of salvation!
Secondly, Hear earnestly and attentively.
"We ought," says the
Apostle, "to give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them slip" (Heb. ii 1). "Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them ,. (1 Tim. iv. 16).
Thirdly, Hear with faith.
The Gospel was first preached to the
Israelites in the wilderness under various types, shadows, and figures,
but to some of them to no profit, not being mixed with faith in them
that heard it (Heb. iv. 2). "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the "Word of God" (Rom. x. 17). Fourthly, Hear wisely, 01' with
wisdom. The Apostle Paul, writing to the Church at Colosse, earnestly
prays that they might be filled with the knowledge of His will in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding (Col. i. 9). Again," Let the
Word of Christ dwell in you richly, and in all wisdom" (Col. iii. 16.
The same Apostle, writing to Timothy, his son in the faith, says,
"From a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto sal,ation, through faith which is in Chris.t
Jesus" (2 Tim. iii. 15). Fifthly, Hear with meekness. "Receive with
meekne"s the ingrafted Word, which is able to save your souls"
(James i. 21). It was unto the meek Christ was sent to preach the
Gospel, as it is written, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me;
because the Lord hath anointed :JIe to preach good tidings unto the
meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound" (Isaiah lxi. 1). Those are the most profitable hearers of the
'Vord who, like the Thessalonians, 'I received the Word in much
affliction, and with joy of the Holy Ghost" (1 Thess. i. 6). Nothing
but the afflictive and chastening hand of our God can produce in us·
that meek and quiet spirit, which in His sight is of great pricl:l
(1 Peter iii. 4). That learned and excellent man of God-the late Mr.
R. WALKER, Vicar of Wymeswold-was wont to say, we must be humbled
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·before we are hu01ble. Sixthly, Hear practically. "Be ye doers of
the Word and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves" (James i. 22).
"Hc that heareth and doeth not, is like a man that without CL
foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream
did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell, and the ruin of that
house was great" (Luke vi. 49). Those are the most fruitful and consequently the most'spiritually-minded Christians, who live and walk
in the precepts of God's most holy 'Vord, ,rho love the Epistle of James
as much as they love the Epistle of Paul to the Galatians, and vice

vel'sa.
"A barren tree that bears no fruit,
Brings no great glory to its root;
When on the boughs rich fruit we see,
'Tis then we cry, 'A goodly tree!'"
Dear TOPLADY, of blessed memory, in one of his sermons has a most
beautiful passage which I cannot refrain from quoting, being so much
to the point of this part of our subject. Addressing his audience,
the good man says, "I wish everyone of you what I wish for myself
-a clear head, a warm heart, and a holy life; a mind enlightened into
a judicious knowledge and perception of the Gospel doctrines in all
their purity, harmony, and extent; a heart warmed with the vital
experience of grace, "ith the love of Christ and the consolatioos of His
Spirit, from whence will infallibly proceed a life practically devoted to
God, and a conversation adorned with every Christian and moral virtue."
Seventlily and lastly, Hear prayerfully. The Apostle in writing to the
different Churches, earnel'tly s",eks an interest in their prayers. Writing
to the Thessalonians, he says, "Brethren, pray for us, that the Word
of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified" (2 Thess. iii. 1).
Beloved, we who are hearers of the 'Vord, should encourage those who
minister unto us, by our prayers, and our sympathy. "It is far better
to pray for God's ministers than to find fault with them. Earnest and
fervent prayer is, I believe, the secret of the believer's prosperity in
the divine life.
ARCHBISHOP LEIGHTON says, "He that is much in prayer will grow
rich in grace, and enjoy much of heaven here on earth." As COWPER
observes"When one who holds communion with the skies
Has filled his urn where these pure waters rise,
And once more mingles with us meaner things,
'Tis even as if an angel flhook his wings;
Immol:tal fragrance fills the circuit wide,
Which tells us whence his treasures are supplied."
Very much might be said on this all-important part of Christian
privilege and experience. Those inward groanings and earnest desires,
those anxious upward looks, ardent wishe~ and holy longings. Yes,
and those tears, which proceed from a broken and contrite heart, all
which are expressions of true prayer and evidences of divine life in the
soul, of these the Holy Ghost is the alone Author and Giver.
"Ve will now consider the remaining part of our subject: "For whosoever hath, to him shall be given." The figment of progressive sancti
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ncation is nowhere to be found in Holy Scripture. Our Adam nature
l"emains essentially the same after regeneration, as every child of God
knows to his sorrow. Nevertheless, if a man's religion does not curb,
.suppress, and bring into subjection his natural passions, we say, without
fear of contradiction, that his religion is not of the operation of God
the Holy Ghost. "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
-appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live ·soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world" (Tit. ii. 11, 12). There is such a thing, blessed be God, as
"growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
.J esus Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18). "The righteous also shall hold on his
way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger" (Job
xvii. 9). "The path of the just is as the shining light that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day" (Prov. iv. 18). "He which hath
begun a good work in you, will perform it until the day of J'esus
Christ" (Phil. i. 6). If the Lord graciously give us a talent-and
He bestows talent of some kind on all His people-it is His good
pleasure we should trade therewith. This trading is carried on by
" Going down to the sea in ships, and doing business in deep waters"
(Psalm cvii. 23). Or we maybe called to endure some fiery, ,t.rial
of the wicked one, or a revelation of those inward corruptions which
"lusteth to envy" (James iv. 5). Let the trial be what it may, it will
drive us to the mercy-seat, and our cry will be, "0 Lord, I am
oppressed, undertake for me" (Isaiah xxxviii. 14). And when deliverance is wrought our song will be, "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for
He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever." It is in this way
our talent shall gain one, two, or ten talents more, as the case may be,
to the praise and glory of a Triune J ehovah. The remaining part of
the verse is very solemn: "Whosoever hath not, from him shall be
taken even that which he seemeth to have."
To have a form of
godliness without the power thereof, is a most dangerous state to be
in. Our natural talents may be great, our gifts brilliant, and yet we
may be destitute of the grace of God. Such a religion will avail us
nothing in the hour of death, or in the day of judgment.
"How stands the case, my soul, with thee?
For heaven are thy credentials clear?
Is Jesus' blood thy only plea ?
Is He tl:y great Forerunner there?"
This is an all-important question, and if we can answer it
scripturally and honestly, in the fear of the Lord, happy are we.
Christ formed in the heart, the hope of glory, is something more than
profession. To be in Christ by blessed experience is to live in Him,
and to walk in Him. The habit of the believer is to put on the Lord
Jesus Christ day by day, to honour Him in all matters of faith, and
to glorify Him in His walk and conversation.
May it be our desire, beloved of the Lord, to bring our religion
to the test of Divine truth, that Jehovah the Spirit may search us
with the candle of His Word, whether it be the Word read or the Word
preached, that our prayer may be, th~t, of the Psalmist: "-Search me..
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o God,

and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts" (Psalm
cxxxix. 23). Then shall we realize something of the sweetness and
blessedness of that precious truth spoken by the dear Redeemer, and
which stands in immediate connection with our subject, "My mother
and My brethren are these which hear the Word of God and do it"
(Luke viii. 21). " Happy is that people that are in such a case; yea,
hl\PPY is that people whose God is the Lord" (Psalm cxliv. 15).
London.
H. PARKER•.
PAS'l'ORAL NOTES.
",VAYERIKG FAITH.

"Now when John had heaJ'd in the prison the u;ork" of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples, and said unto Him, A1·t Thon He that should
come, 01' do we look faT anotheT?" -MATTHEW xi. 2, 3.
DIFFEREN'l' opinions have been expressed as to the motive which led
John the Baptist to send his disciples to Jesus with this question.
Some have thought that it was wholly on his disciples' behalf, that
they might be led to believe in Jesus as the Christ, when they were
brought into personal contact with Him, and saw for themselves the
wonderful miracles which He performed. Some h"",e thought that it
was intended as a suggestion that the time had come when it was
desirable for the Lord Jesus to manifest Himself publiply as the longexpected Messiah; or even as a gentle rebuke to Him for allowing
His friend and forerunner to lauguish in a dungeon, and not exercising
on his behalf the marvellous powers which the miracles that He performed showed that He possessed. But although we cannot be sure
that such is the case, another opinion seems to be more likely to be
the correct one, namely, that-great and noble man as he was-John
the Baptist momentarily gave way to doubt, as some of his greatest
predecessors had done, even Moses and Elijah, David and Jeremiah,
and therefore he sent his disciples with this message, in the hope
that his faith might be confirmed and his doubt removed. This
seems to be distinctly indicated in the closing words of our Lord's
reply to him: "Blessed is he whosover is not offended in Me."
And this opinion seems to be more credible when we take into
consideration the trying circumstances in which John was then
placed. In the early part of his ministry he seemed to be marvellously successful, and to have made an immense impression. The
whole nation of the Jews seemed to be deeply moved by him;
multitudes flocked to him from every quarter; and, confessing their
sins, and being baptized, they appeared as if they were about to
begin a completely new and better life. But the impression apparently soon passed away, and it left only small results, for the
nation as a whole resumed its old course of ungodliness and indifference. John must have felt this acutely; it must almost have
seemed to him as if his mission had been in vain, and that he had spent
his time and strength, his eloquence and earnestness, for nought. We
can imagine him asking himself, ·in the very bitterness of his heart,
"Who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord.
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revealed 1" Then came his summons before Herod Antipas, one of the
meanest and most contemptible of princes; and his bqld denunciation
of Herod's sins resulted in his being incarcerated in prison; which
Josephus tells us was the gloomy castle of Macherus, or Makor, called
the "Black Fortress," and situated on the borders of the desert, and
on the brink of a lofty precipice overlooking the Dead Sea, in the most
gloomy position imaginable.
A modern writer says :-" We know enough of solitary castles
and Eastern dungeons to realize what horrors must have been
involved for any man in such an imprisonment; what possibilities of
agqnizing torture, what daily risk of a violent and unknown death.
How often in the world's history have even the most generous and
dauntless spirits been crushed and effeminated by such hopeless
captivity. When the first noble rage, or heroic resignation, is over
-when the iron-hearted endurance is corroded by forced inactivity
and maddening solitude-when the great heart is cowed by the
physical lassitude and despair of a life left to rot away in the
lonely darkness-,,-ho can be answerable for the level of depression
to which he may sink 1 SAVONAROLA, and JEROME of Prague, and
LUTHER, were men whose courage, like that of the Baptist, had
enabled them to stand unquailing before angry councils and threatening kinlSs. Who, in forming an estimate of their goodness and their
greatness, will add one shade of condemnation because of the
wavering of the first and the second in the prison-cells of Florence
and Constarice, or the phantasies of incipient madness which agitated,
in the castle of Wartburg, the ardent spirit of the third 1 And yet
to John the Baptist imprisonment must have been a deadlier thing
than even to LUTHER; for in the wild free life of the, hermit he
had lived in constant communion with the sights and sounds of
nature, had breathed with delight and liberty the free winds of the
wilderness. and gazed with a sense of companionship on the large
stars which beam from the clear vault of an Eastern night. To a
child of freedom and of passion, to a rugged. untamed spirit like
that of John, a prison was worse than death. For the palms of
Jericho and the bal~ams of Engedi, for the springing of the beautiful
gazelles amid the mountain solitudes, and the reflection of the
moonlight on the mysterious waves of the Salt Lake, he had nothing
now but the chilly damps and cramping fetters of a dungeon, and
the brutalities of such a jailor as a tetrarch like Antinas would have
kept in a fortress like Makor. In that black pris'Cm, among its
lava streams and basaltic rocks, which was tenanted in reality by
far worse demons of human brutality and human vice than the
, goats' and 'satyrs,' and doleful creatures believed by Jewish lagend
to haunt its whole environment, we cannot wonder if the eye of
the caged eagle began to film."
Like as I have seen a large specimen of that noble bird, the eagle,
chained in a public garden in a small town in the Pyrenean mountains,
and almost wondered whether it could be the same kind of bird as
those which we had noticed swooping down the mountains' sides, or
.soaring heavenwards almost out of sight, with its lustreless eye, its
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dilapidated plumage, its irritable demeanour, snapping at everyone
who went near it. Yes; it was the same, and yet how different. Months
or years of close captivity had done their work. Chained in daily
sight of the majestic mountains where it had formerly had its home,
but not able to get near them, hearing sometimes perhaps the calls
of its comrades enjoying the freedom which it had loved so well, fed·
scantily, or with unwholesome food, no wonder that the noble bird
was changed into a miserable-looking shadow of its former self.
When first imprisoned, one could imagine that John the Baptist may
have expected a speedy deliverance. If no help came to him from any
other quarter, he might naturally suppose that it would come from
Him whose way he had prepared, and to whom he had borne so noble
a testimony, clearly declaring Him to be the "Lamb of God, who taketh
away the sin of the "orld." But a whole year h,\d passed away, and
still it did nbt come. John's disciples managed to have some communication with him, perhaps by stealthily creeping at night.time up
to the outside of the dungeon where he was incarcerated; and, trying
to cheer and encourage him, they told him all the news, especially of
the wonderful works of Jesus, how He was surrounded day by day
by',multitudes of people, how He was healing all kinds of sicknesses
and diseases, and how His fame had spread abroad into the whole
country. Can we not imagine then that the good man, depressed,
weak, and ill, gave way temporarily to doubt, and asked himself, "Is
it' possible that· I have been mistaken? Was it really the :Messiah:
whom I baptized, and whom I ackno"ledged as such? If so, surely
He must know how trying are the circumstances in which I am placed,.
and if he really be endued with such' mighty power as I hear Heis exhibiting, He is easily able to help and deliver me, and yet Ile
does not do so." Hence, he sent his disciples to Jesus with the
message, "Art Thou He that should come, or do we look for
another?" And anxiously he waited for an answer. Probably it,
soon came.
When the disciples arrived at the place where Jesus was, they
found Him busily engaged. "In that same hour," we are told,.
"He eured many of their infirmities, and plagues, and of evil
spirits; and unto many that were blind He gave sight." Then, as·
an answer, He said to tnem, "Go your way, and tell John what.
things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame·
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to·
the poor the Gospel is preached.' And blessed is he, whosoever shall.
not be offended in Me." As much as to say, "You see My mighty
power, you see what I am able to do. I could show that power in
other ways. I could in a moment open your master's prison doors
and set him free. But there is a good reason "by I should not do
so. Let him not be offended in Me, but trust :\oIe, and all shall be
well." N') doubt the Prophet understood the message, and it was
just what he needed. It was to him "a word in due season;" it
removed his doubt, confirmed his faith, and cheered and comforted
him.
If this view of the Prophet's message be correct, and there seems
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to be good reason for our believing it to be so, is it not full of
comfort for many of the Lord's dear children ~ Do they not know
sOlnetimes what it is for faith to waver, and doubts and fears to take
possession of their minds? Especially in the cases of those who nny
be described as the "Lord's prisoners," who are laid aside from
active life, ostensibly by disease, accident, or weakness, but really by
His hand. In such cases the body reacts upon the mind, and the
weary pilgrim is inclined to fret and murmur; his faith then wavers,
and he exclaims as the Psalmist did, "Hath God forgotten to be
gracious 1 hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Will the
Lord cast off for ever, and will He be favourable no more ~ Is His
mercy clean gone for ever ~ Doth His promise fail for evermore 1"
Then perhaps he fancies that the Lord is angry with him because
of this wavering of his faith. Is it really so ~ Oh no; "He knoweth
our frame; He remembereth that we are dGst." 'Vas the Lord
angry with John the Baptist ~ Certainly not; it was at this very
time that He spoke of him in the highest terms. We are told that
when the messengers of John had departed, Jesus pronounced the
remarkable eulogium upon him, "'Vhat went ye out into the
wilderness to see 'I A reed shaken with the wind? But what went
ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they
which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings'
courts. But what went ye out for to see ~ A prophet ~ Yea, I say
uflto you, and much more than a prophet. This is he, of whom it
is written, ' Behold, I send My messenger before Thy face, which shall
prepare Thy way before Thee.' For I say unto you, Amongst those
thfLt are born of women, there is not a greater prophet than John
the Baptist."
Let then the believer who is tried in such a way as this take heart,
be encouraged, cheered, and comforted. He is only passing through
the same experience as many of God's servants-even some of the most
favoured and honoured-ha--e passed through before, and that experience will all be overruled for his good and for the Divine glory.
Let him recall again the words of the Prophet, "Who is among you
that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that
walketh in darkness, and hath no light; let him trust in the name of
the Lord, and stay upon his God." Let him apply to that same
gracious Saviour to whom John applied, and be persuaded that in due
time his faith will be strengthened and confirmed, perhaps by a somewhat similar message to that which John received. Let him consider
that if the faith of so great a servant of Christ as John the Baptist
wavered, it is not surprising that his should do so; and that as John
was neither reproved nor rejected for it, neither will he be. He
serves a gracious, loving, sympathising Master) who is "touched with
the' feeling of his infirmities," who "resteth in His love," and
"hateth putting away," who "will not break the bruised reed, nor
quench the smoking flax," but whose "mercy endureth for ever."
Or it may be that some of these afflicted ones are particularly
tried because, like John the Baptist, they find, perhaps suddenly and
unexpectedly, that their life-work is done, and it seems to them
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perhaps to have been very inefficiently done. It seems to them to
have been in several respects a failure, a miserable failure; how feeble
the testimony which they have borne for their Master, how dimly their
light has shone, how imperfectly they have used the talents committed
to their care!
How then can their works stand the test of the
scrutinizing fire 1
But let such be comforted by the case of John the Baptist. His
work was no failure, although it may have appeared in some respects
to have been so. It paved the way for the wonderful ministry of
the Saviour and His followers. It was a fulfilment of the words,
"one soweth and another reapeth." John himself said of Christ,
"He must increase, but I must decrease." His life-work then was
really no failure, but part of a great success; and although it seemed
to be cut prematurely short, it was not really so, but it accomplished
all that it was intended instrumentally to accomplish. So it may bc
in the case of every believer.
Let it never be forgotten also that the believer's salvation does
not depend upon his life·work. His 1'ewa1'd may depend upon it, but
not his salvation. If it were otherwise, his salvation would be of
works, and not of grace, whereas it is wholly of grace, and not at all
His
of works. Nor does his acceptance even depend upon it.
acceptance must be "in the Belo,ed." His completeness, his comeliness, his beauty, his glory, must be in Him, and that for ever.
Moreover, we know well that, at their very best, human efforts are
but poor, feeble, and imperfect. When they appear to liS to be most
successful, they may really be a failure. If accompanied by DiYiue
power, they may be marvellously successful, "a little one may
become," as it were, "a thousand," a grain of heavenly seed may
produce a return of a hundredfold, and the results may be lasting as
eternity; but if unaccompanied by that power, they may be as
useless as the seed sown by the wayside, and as transient as the
early dew or the morning cloud. Then"Cheer up, faint heart, awake, awake!
And seek thy risen Lord,
Joy in His resurrection take,
And comfort in His Word:
And let thy life through all its ways
One long thanksgiving be,
Its theme of joy, its song of praise,
'Christ died and rose for me.'''
Hatjonl RectO'ry, Fm·ingdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
LORD, how is it that I have been so signally favoured of Thee 1
Oh keep me to the end, steadfast in Thy truths.-A. M. Toplady.
IT is the devil's part to suggest; ours, not to consent\ As oft as
we resist him, so often we overcome him. As often as we overcome
him, so often we bring joy to the angels and glory to God, who
proposeth us, that wc may contend; and assisteth us, that we may
.<Jonquer.-Bernard.
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A VISION OF HEAVEN.
(REVELATION

iv. v.)

By HENRY WELCHMAN.
(Contimt<d from page 98.)

AFTER John had looked well at the throne of God, and the rainbow
round about it, his attention was directed to some of the privileged
inhabitants of heaven and their occnpation. "And round about the
throne were fonr and twenty seats; and upon the seats I saw
four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they
had on their heads crowns of gold." These elders appear to represent the whole company of redeemed and saved a1ld glorified
saints. Their position is the most favoured imaginable; round about
the throne; in close proximity to the throne; in the immediate
presence of Him who sits upon the throne. Their sitting on seats,.
or more properly, thrones, represeuts the rest and comfort which is
for ever their portion. Their being clothed in white raiment represents their perfect justifica.tion through the blood and righteousness
of the Redeemer, and their perfect holiness through the work of the
Holy Spirit. Their having on their heads crowns of gold, represents
the dignity and honour and glory into which they are brought in
the very presence of God. Perhaps also the white raiment represents
that they are priests, and the crowns that they are kings.
" And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and
voices," which are always considered to be terrible, alarming, and
dangerous, but the foul' and twenty elders are utterly unmoved.
They are consciously in the love and care of Him who sits on the
throne, and they are perfectly assured that" :N ot a single shaft can hit
Until the God of love sees fit."

" And 'there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God." The one Spirit of God in His
sevenfold office to search, con,ict, and cOIwince of sin, and to enlighten, to warm, to purify the hearts of sinners. "And before the
throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal." Not of water
to wash away defilement, for there is no defilement there. Not a
troubled sea, casting up mire and, dirt, but a sea of glass like unto
crystal, an emblem of the perfect purity and unruffled calm of
heaven.
"And in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne,
were four living creatures, full of eyes before and behind." These
living creatures represent the same company of redeemed sinners as
the, twenty-four elderS (as we shall see in chap. v. 9), only in different
,aspects. The elders show us the rest, the purity, the dignity, the
.glory of heaven, and the living creatures show us the intelligent and
varied activities of heaven. They were "full of eyes before and
'behind;" that is, they were full of intelligent perception of God's
W3,ys in the past and in the future. " The first living creature was like
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a lion, the second like a calf, the third had a face as a man, and the
fourth was like a flying eagle." All differing in character and capacity
for service, and yet each the best of itE kind: the lion the best of beasts j
the :::alf, or young ox, the best of cattle; the man the best of intelligent beings; and the eagle the best of birds. As to differing character,
the lion represents courage and power; the calf, or young ox, represents patient endurance; the face of a man represents intelligence and sympathy; and the eagle, farsightedness, swiftness, and
.soaringness. Whatever their character and ability, they owe it all to
-God, and they delight to serve Him with the ability He gives. There
is scope enough in heaven, as on earth, for the service of all. They do
not envy another who seems to have more ability, but all serve gladly
to the utmost of their power. Is there not in this a heavenly lesson
for earthly life ~ Axe there not diversities of gifts 1 Are not all
supplied by the one Spirit 1 Should not each servant of Christ
serve Him with all the ability given, without envying another with
apparently brighter giftfl 1
"The four living creatures had each of them six wings about him,"
perhaps for the same purpose that the Seraphim in Isaiah vi. had six
wings; with twain to cover the face, in lowly reverence; with twain
to cover the feet, in deep humility; and with twain to fly in ready
and glad obedience to the will of God. Or it may mean that the
unusual number of wings represent the unusual activity of their
service. In either sense we have another hea,enly lesson for our lifc
·on earth.
" And they were full of eyes within." They were not in ignorance
of themselves. They see what they were as sinners; what they are as
glorified saints; and they know to whom they owe it all. E,en in
heaven they may say, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy
name give glory, for Thy mercy, and Thy truth's sake."
" And they rest not day and night." They have no rest from their
service, but they have perfect rest in their service, and so should we.
In their· happy service they say, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come." They are holy
themselves, but they do not say, Holy, holy, holy are we.
They
are not occupied with themselves, but with God.
It is Him they
serve. To Him they ascribe all glory. To Him they give unceasing
praise.
"And when those living creatures give. glory and honour and thanks
to Him that sat on the throne, who liveth for e,er and ever, the
four and twenty elders fall down before Him that ~at on the throne,
and worship Him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crownS
before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory
and honour and power; for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy
pleasure they are and were created."
The elders were unmoved by the lightnings and thunderings and voices;
but they were moved, to the depths of their being, by the worship of the
living creat1;lres. They rise from their thrones of heavenly rest; they
fall down in lowly adoration; they worship Him that l(veth for ever
and ever; they cast their crowns at His feet; and they give utterance
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to: the profound emotion of their happy hearts: ,( Thou art worthy,' 0
Lord." Do not our hearts enjoy the scene 1 Was it not fittingpostttre
-for these most exalted and most blessed of creatures 1 Was it not
fitting utterance of worshipping praise 1 Surely it serves as a model
for us. H For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things, to
whom be glory for ever. Amen."
(To be continued.)

THE PORTRAIT.-THE EDITOR.
'UNDER most exceptional circumstances only could we consent to
occupy the portrait-page, as we unexpectedly do this month. Of
the reasons which have induced our consent nothing need here be
said, yet"we cannot refrain from asking our esteemed readers to
believe that we have yielded to necessity most unwillingly.
And what shall we now say? What can we say? Our dual
position this month fills our minds with painful perplexity. The
resolution to speak only of unmerited sovereign grace, however,
renders the task less onerous than to tell of creature-self and the
things of self would be. The" earthen v~ssel "-marred and baseis no theme for contemplation and edification, but the treasure of
H the unsearchable riches of Christ," condescendingly placed in ail
altogether vile vessel of clay, may well be magnified, for the
encouragement of humble souls and for the glory of our Covenant
God.
The position which, as Editor of this venerable Magazine, for five
years past,'!.' we have tremblingly though trustingly sought to fill,
according to our limited ability, has sened to enforce many profitable
lessons upon us-some of them humiliating, others unspeakably
joyous and encouraging. It is on this phase of our Editorial
experience that it is proposed the following few lines should dwell,
to the glory of the Triune God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. On
our turning back to the first issue of the 1LwAZI:\E under the
present Editorship, and re-perusing the short _lddress "To THE
READERS OF THE GOSPEL :JIAGAZIKE" ,,-hich therein appeared, a
retrospect of the Divine faithfulness to the promises on which we
at the outset relied, inspires a new song of praise, and bids us still
to trust on and not be afraid. The sentiments of that Address were
as q~lOted below, and it may be added that they are equally our
convictions at the end of five years' Editorial experi'ence. In April,
1895, we wrote :-" It is with a trembling heart that, at the request
of the Proprietors of this time-honoured :JhG_~zI:'m, the new EDITOR has
consented to conduct it for, at any rate, a little season. Upon the
.. 'I:he beloved former Editor of the GOSI,'EL MAGAZINE, Mr. GIORGE COWELI"
was called to his rest on high on Monday, December 17th, 1894, after. havinCf
conducted these pages from May, 1893 (in succession, to God's faithful servaut~
the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY), and after having contributed" 'Wayside Note's" for
46 years. The present Editor's first nnmber was that for April, 1895'.
'
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faithfulness of a Covenant God he humbly relies. For the kind
indulgence and sympathy of his readers he confidently appeals.
Unceasing prayer is asked, nor will it be refused by any who value the
publication. which, in succession, has been edited by such eminent
servan:ts of Christ as TOPLADY, Row, DOUDNEY, and COWELL, and which
has proved a wP-ll spring of joy and comfort to thousands of God's saints
who now no longer need such helps by the way. The present number
of the Magazine has been produced under some temporary difficulties,
and any shortcomings on the part of the new EDITOR will, it is hoped,
be kindly borne with. The responsibility of undertakin~ to follow up
the blessed work carried on, in the power of the Holy Ghost, by the
late Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY and Mr. GEORGE COWELL, would be discouraginj2:, were not the assurance granted that the resources of the
God of all grace are in no way diminished, that the Divine Head of the
one Church is still all-sufficient, and that the Covenant promises in
Christ are all of them' Yea, and Amen,' to those that believe. In
dependence,.then, on 'the ability which God giveth,' and with a single
eye that He in all things may be glorified and His dear people edified.
the EDITOR humbly hopes to' go forward' in his mission. May grace'
ar.d peace :"e multiplied unto' all who love the Lord J es us Christ i'J.
sincerity.'-THE EDITOR."
The ever-present consciousness of personal illsufficiency for the
sacred work of feeding the Church of God Iyhich He has purchased
with His own blood, and of tracing the footsteps of the flock in the
Divine light of the Holy Scriptures, has not led us to doubt the -will
of our adorable Lord and Master concerning our call to that service.
The responsible office in which-absolutely unsought on our partHe was pleased to place us, brought with it opportunities for the
display of God's Covenant sufficiency, and the soul has indeed not
been disappointed in its felt dependence on the "Yea and Amen"
promises of Him who knoweth them that trust in Him.
The encouragement accorded the Editor by his widely-scattered
Christian readers, and the repeated assurance of their sympathy and
prayers, have reckoned among the choicest favours bestowed on one
who must ever realize his unworthiness to occupy the time-honoured
chair which, during the past 134 years was filled with distinction by
so many truly eminent men of God. Month by month testimonies
come to hand-some from the most distant parts of the globetelling of the Spirit's gracious power through the Truth set forth in
these pages by the various writers whom God has raised up to
maintain the doctrines of His grace, and to exalt His co-equal Son
To those gifted and gracious
as the "altogether Lovely One."
contributors to our pages who ever seek to strellgthen our hands
and lighten our labours, we owe a heavy debt of gratitude. Brethren
and Sisters in the Lord have alike sought to "labour in the Gospel"
with us, and it is right that they should know that their services of
love arefarfroHt being " in 'vain' in' the Lord." The unanimity' of
testimony pervading TOPLADY'S erstwhile publication is one of its
sweetest notes, for, "with one voice," the goodly company of witnesses
show forth the' praises of Immanuel, and speak good of His precious
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Name. His blood and righteousness, His faithfulness to His Covenant
obligations, His tender and changele8s love, His all-sufficiency to save
unto the uttermost those who come unto God by Him, His perfections
as Prophet, Priest, and King, together with the soul-satisfying fulness
that dwells in Him for all believers-these are the constant themes
on which the pens of our fellow-labourers dwell with unction and
power from on high. Thus it is "the flock of slaughter" are fed
in "excellent pastures," and caused to rest with satisfaction beside
the "still waters" which have their secret rise in the bosom of
Jehovah.
The "old paths" of distinctive truth are those for which
-alone the household of faith care to inquire, and when they find
them sketched scripturally and experimentally their hearts instinctively
are drawn forth in fellowship with the messengers of good tidings.
It is, therefore, one of the most interesting facts connected with the
GOSPEL M.AGAZIKE that its writers and readers-though widely
sundered as to place-enjoy, beyond many others, the realization of
the truth of the mystery of union with one another in Christ, as
illustrated by the Apostle Paul, "For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all the members of that one body, being many,
&re one body; so also is Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 12). They are "taught
of God to love one another," and their greatest delight is to meet
one another at the common mercy-seat, and in "the fellowship of
the Holy Ghost" to bear each other h remembrance.
"There is a spot where spirits blend,
Where friend holds fellowship with friend:
Though !luudered far, by faith we meet
Around one common Mercy S'3a-b."
The truths which are definitely upheld in thiR publication are just
those which meet the malady commou to the living people of God,
Illamely, "the plague of their o\\"n hearts." Those truths concern the
Covenant provision laid up in the crucified, risen, reigning Son of
God, as the Redeemer and Kinsman of the elect. And the poor and
needy thirst after Him, and delight to hear His voice.
May this blessed bond of love in the Lord continue and abound
between our writers and readers, for it is one of the most practical
proofs of vital union with Christ. "By this shall all men know that
ye are My disciples, if ye have love one toward another." To promote
this holy family communion among the way-faring people of God
has been, and will by grace continue to be, the prayerful, earnest,
and laborious aim of
THE EDITOR.
IF we want things necessary, we ought not to grumble or
despair; perhaps the Lord might see it necessary we should so want.
However, we ought to use our endeavours for a lawful remedy. If
God bless not our endeavours, we ought t.o bless Him, that knoweth
~vhat is best for us.
We are His patients, and therefore ought not
to instruct our Physician.-Calamy.
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1f]rotestant
CHURCHIANITY :

~elUOn.

WrrH ROMISH SACRAMENTARIAN ISM ; *'

THe DEVIL'S COUNTERFEIl' FOR CHRISTIANI1'Y.
AFTER forty-fiye years in the ministry of the Church of England, I 'have
come to the conviction that Churchianity is Satan's counterfeit of
Christianity. Every National Church is necessarily corrupt through
the corruption of its constituent members, who are of tha world" lying
in the wicked one;" and, from this corruption, it tends to decay and
dissolution. The" Chief Priests, the Scribes, and Pharisees," from the
time of Christ downwards, have always been the chief enemies of the
Truth, and the perpetrators of all the massacres and martyrdoms
among true Christians.
Churchianity has always been Satan's
deception for Christianity, and the cause of jealousy, hatred, and
malice among the Churches themselves, which thus' become the
"Synagogue of Satan," though nominally the Church of Christ.
Witness the Church of Rome, the Church of Greece, and the Church
of England.
Just in proportion to the Churchianity of this latter,
so is its hatred towards ~ onconformists. Preaching" the Church"
produces sectarian Churchmen of the "Synagogue oE Satan."
Preaching Christ gathers ont the elect of God, and produces Catholic
Christians of "the Holy Church throughout all the world."
Ohurchianity produces hatred, but no loye to Christ or the brethren.
CANON COUKT OAMPELLO, who left the Church of Rome, eyen St. Peter'!',
itself, testifies to this fact. Hftving joined himself to a Christian community at Rome, he said: "I come now to a body of Christians, in
which I expect to find 'brothel'ly love.''' Such a thing does not exist
in the Church of Rome.
The jealousy and malice of CARDINAL.
MANKING to CARDIKAL NEWMAN is plainly evident in the life oE
CARDINAL MAKNIKG. Miss CUSACK, "the Nun of Kenmare," states that
the jealousy and opposition of the Bishops and Priests to every good
work which she undertook, drove her to leave theChnrch oE Rome.
Miss ROBINsoN, foundress of the Soldiers' Institute at Portsmouth,
states she met with the chief opposition from the Military Chaplains.
There is,
I can testify to the same in the Church of England.
esprit de corps for the Church, but not for Christ; much
zeal in work for the Church, but none for Christ; no discernment of, or love for, the true brethren of Christ, but
close following after the rich and influential, and seeking after the
chief places in their Church. A necessary and neyer-failing evidence
of a true Christian is "love to Christ and love to the brethren, as He
gave us commandment." The true brethren of Christ have always a
"drawing" to Christ and to each other, but none towards mere Church

* This faithful article, by the Rev. Dr. 'YTLKT:\SOS. may be had as a fourpage tract, of Mr. HAMLEN, Parade, Leamington. That God's long-affiicted
servant is once more able to use his powerful pen in the cause of God and
Truth rejoices our hea.rts, and calls forth anI' praise.-ED.
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Chmchianity may delude and deceive the wo\..ld'in hl:ialth and'
H miserable comforter"
dn a bed of 'sickness arid
de'ath,·: At this time Chilrchmen have need of their priests to ad:ninis'ter
to them,a viaticum, for they have no peace Of 11lir{d in themselves, hut;
on the contrary, "a fearful looking for of judgment." ' .
Churchiariitj, with" Apostolical succession" and continhal" repetition
of its' so' called "Eucharists/'isused' by Satan to deceive both priest and
people. Even the Pope of Rome testifies to this fact when; in his
last "'Bull" on "Anglican Orders," he denounced both the ordination
and sacraments of the self-called" priests" to be "utterly worthiess."
In this the Pope spoke the truth, for which we are thankful. "Fas est
ab haste doceri."
Christians knew this before, but "Anglic'an
Churchmen" expected that the' Pope would confirm them in their
self-exaltation and delusion.
No change or reformation must be
expected in the "outward and visible Ghurch" in any country
more than in 'the Church of Rome, in testimony of which a
letter from a highly-esteemed Roman Catholic, in the Times, October 17th, 1899, namely, Sir GEORGE ~irVAR'l', F.R.S., which he concludes
with this P.S.: "~1an'y Roman Catholics doubtless seek after truth
and virtue who yet never obtain what they seek. Why ? ,Because they
seek to obtain them through the Church, the 'very ageT/;cy which Satan
has used to deceive them."
My leHer contains nothing stronger than this letter in the Times.
Sir·GEoRGE MrvART, in-the Church of Rome, has come to the same know
ledge and conviction that I havo in the Church of England. What I
have said of Anglican Churchmen applies equally tounconverted Evangelical ministets. Their Ho-oallod preaching of Christ is simply for "a
piece of bread," and there is no more" lovo of the brethren of Christ"
than thoro is among mere Churchmen.
Such " Evangelical"
ministers live in the same toml ,,-ith each other, without the least
intercourse, but rather jealousy of each other. Their religion
is adapted to please men and women equally as much as the other,
and, if they succeed in so doing, they are "-ell satisfied with the result
of their ministry, though such men and women pleasing is a Scriptural
evidence of its' unfaithfulness.
::\ 0 faithful preaching of "all the
counsel of God" ever did'please the uncol1yerted world, though it draws
together the elect of 'God, and unites them in the unity of the Spirit
for which Christ prayed.
.Mere "Churchmen" have no other conception of the true Church
of Christ, "throughout the world," than conformity to their sectarian
body. 'l'hey do not know that the true Church of Christ is -composed
only of God's elect, and these are among all denominations, for God
knows His own, even" where Satan's seat is." A true Christian
never inquires to what sect a person belongs, if he discerns in him
the Spirit of Christ, "faith in Christ and love to the brethren."
With him, these are the sole evidence of true Christianity, and
with these, he is utterly unconcerned with Churchianity.
In the
mere' outward and visible Church, men live and die without even
naming the name of Christ with their associates, and know nothing of
a "Church in their own houses." Such Churchmen are pleasant and
str~ngth, blit~is a
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acceptable in worldly society, in which" there is no room for Christ."
From my long observation I perceive that Christ's flock is a little
one, and many "eat and drink" in His name at their own time at
Eucharists, to whom He will say: "I never knew you. Ye were
ashamed of Me before men, and I am now ashamed of you before
My Father in heaven!" God grant that what I have written may
undeceive mere Churchmen, and unite the true children of GodHis elect-more closely in the invisible, spiritual Church of Christ!
May it convince them that "Churchianity is Satan's counterfeit for
Christianity."
EDWARD WlLKIKSOK, :M.A., PH.D.,
Late Minister of Christ Church,
January 1st, 1900.
Leamington.
POSTSCRIPT.-From the record of God's punishment of the Israelites
by the scourge of war for every return to idolatry, we may scripturally
conclude that the present war is God's scourge of the nation
for the return to Popish idolatry in the National Establishment, which has been taught and eneouraged by the Archbishops
and Bishops, who are paid officials to drive it away.
They
not only practise it themselves, but promote those who do so.
I would impress upon them Christ's woe on the Chief Priests.
They evidently consider that their elevation in the National Church
is their success, but I would remind them of Christ's ,yords, "Things
that are highly esteemed among men are abomination in the sight of
God." Christ commenced His ministry by purging the Temple, and
finished it by doing the same. If He were to come to England at the
present time, He would do even so. Among the Bishops there are,
however, two noteworthy exceptions--Bishops RYLE and STRATTm,who denounce Popery, Satan's masterpiece, in the National Church, as
much as the others encourage it. These Bishops are not, however,
seen in "kings' courts," nor among episcopal officials, but tl:ey are
l'espected for their consistent sincerity and truth. Dr. JOHN OWEN,
the great Puritan divine, quotes LUTHER as saying: "The Church
'was never more imperilled than by the most reverends." This Popery
and priestcraft have driven away the men from the churches, which
are now attended chiefly by "silly women," for whom priestcraft, with
gross superstition, gew-gaw shows, and musical entertainments, are the
attraction. "Truly a wonderful and horrible thing is committed in
the land. The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule
by their means, and My people love to have it so."
I dictate this on my siek bed, as my dying protest against the
abomination of Popery in the National Church, and as my witness for
God's truth in Christ. The late BISHOP WORDSWORTH published an
admirable work entitled, Rome, the Babylon of the Apocalypse, in which
he unanswerably proves this from Scripture, and that the Pope is the
man of sin, as he was declared to be by our Reformers. ''\That a
contrast, this, to the flattering, fulsome, servile reply of the Archbishops to "His Holiness the rope," on the proclamation of his bull with
reference to Anglican Orders, in which he declares Anglican Orders
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and Sacrament:; to be null and void, and "utterly worthless." 'Vhat
would CRAlINER, LATHIER, and RIDLEY have said to such Archbishops 1
That they were traitors to the Established Protestant Church, as all
true Protestants in England would say. I remember hearing the
eminent HUGH STOWELL say, in a lecture in the Leeds Music Hall
more than fifty years ago: "I may not live to see it, but the
younger members of my audience may live to see the Popish Mass
set up in the parish churches of England." This we have done,
and no Bishops to drive it away.
"But what will they do in
the end thereof 1"
E. w.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE great Protestant Demonstration which was held in the Royal
Albert Hall on the 30th of January was a remarkable testimony to
the fact that the public agitation against the Romanizing Conspiracy
ill the Established Church, so far from dying out, has assumed a more
resolute form. The attendance on the occasion, which included all
ranks of society, was estimated as being from nine to ten thousand
persons. Among the audience was LORD HALIFAX, President of the
Romanizing "English Church Union," an organization which aims at
restoring union between the National Church and the great Apostasy
of Rome, and reversing the Reformation Settlement. The chair was
taken by the EARL of PORTSMOUTH, who delivered one of the most
powerful and faithful Protestant addresses to which we ever listened.
The other speeches were of high merit, whether viewed in their
practical bearing on the momentous crisis in the Church, or as
enunciating the sacred principles on which the Reformed Church is
founded, and for the maintenance of which it is established by law.
The resolutions passed unanimously by the enthusiastic audience were
"worded in vigorous protest against the toleration of idolatry and
priestcraft in the Chmch, and against the unfaithfulness of the
Bishops in not fulfilling their Consecration Vows by driving away
erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's "Word. During the
proceedings a telegram, expressing the deep sympathy felt by the
thousands present for the bra,e soldiers of the QUEE~ actively
engaged in South Africa, was forwarded by LORD PORTS)IOUTH to LORD
ROBERTS, Commander-in-Chief of the British forces at the Cape.
Subsequently, Lord ROBERTS replied in grateful terms, and said he
had had, the Albert Hall telegram "published in Orders "-thus it
was circulated with authority. Enormous numbers of telegrams from
all parts of the United Kingdom were received by the noble Chairman
of the Demonstration, declaring the hearty sympathy which the
senders entertained for the object of the great meeting.
The
proceedings closed with the National Anthem-sung as only such a
vast army of loyal-hearted Protestants could sing it. The effect was
overpowering, and the Demonstration, as a whole, was of a most
deeply impressive character.
No one who was present in the
magnificent hall that night will ever forget the stirring, inspiring
scene.
May God grant that it may bear practical results in the
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cause of the Protestant faith, and for the arrest of Romanism in the
Reformation Church of onrfathers.-The Venerable BISHOP. RYLE has
addressed his "F<trewell" to the Diocese of Liverpool, over which he
has presided for twenty years.
The document is one of pathetic
interest, and is couched in terms of Christian humility and brotberly
affection; Although tbis faithful Evangelical Prelate is about eightyfour years of age, we trust he may yet be spared. awhile to serve -the
living Church of God with counsels of wisdom and long 'experience.,
At the time of our writing, no ·successor to BISHOP RYLE· had been
announced.-vVe learn from the official organ of the Church
Association that the Society's five Parliamentary Agents, already
appointed, are doing such excellent work that the Council have
resolved to appoint a' sixth.
Some very eligiblo applicants have
offered their services,. and a selection will shortly be made by the
Parliamentary Committee. To properly· carry on the vast work which
has been undertaken, namely, to influence the General Election, the
Church Association ought to have, not six, but at least twelve such
agents.
They cannot, however, be appointed unless the £10,000
asked for be fully promised. Up to the present sixty-seven promises
of £100 each have been made.-The English Churchman says : "The State in France manages errant Bishops on the linos which
LORD. SALISBURY proposed should be adopteel in the case of Anglican
prelates who fail. in doing their duty, namely, to "punish" them.
The French Ministry have decided to suspend the stipends of the
ARCHBISHOP of AIX and of three bishops who have addressed letters
of sympathy to the convicted Assumptionist Fathers. The suspension
of the stipends of a few of the more flagrantly guilty ones among our
own bishops who shield and encourage the law-breaking Sacerdotal
clergy, would do more than any other measure to vindicate the
Protestant character of our betrayed Church, and to restore the
confidence of the laity.
We respectfully submit this practical
consideration to LORD SALISBURY as a feature in the legislation
which the country expects at the hands of the Government
in redemption of their pledge of last year." - It is well
that the real object of the so-called "English Church Union"
should be widely known, so that its operations may be
opposed by Englishmen who value the privileges of civil and
religious liberty, and believe that priestcraft and Popery are the
worst enemies of Christianity. The English Churcp. Union was
founded in 1859, and is pledged to work for the restoratjoI\, in the
lieformed Church of England of the Eastward (or priestly) Position,
the Mass Vestments, "Altar" Lights, the "JIixed Chalice, Incense,
and Unleavened Bread in the Communion Service. It has officially
advocated, in its annual report for 1878, the "Restoration of
visible communion" between the Churches of England and Rome.
LORD HALIFAX, its president, has visiteel the Pope in furtherance of
its objects. Upwards of 8,000 churches now use illegal rites and·
ceremonies, the Mass Vestments being used in upwards of 2,000
of these churches, which means that Roman doctrine-with its
attendant idolatries-is taught by the clergy who have solemnly

The Gospel ,Magazine.

I'

187

promised to hanish and drive away all "erroneous and strange
doctrine contrary to God's Word.'! One' of that school of clergy,
preaching in a London church, in 1896, said that 1,200 to 1,500
English clergymen are now in. the habit of hearing private con·
fessions. Thus, the religion of Antichrist has been substituted for
that ,of Ohrist in many hundreds of buildings originally set apart
for God's pure worship and for the pl'oclamation of the everlasting
Gospel, and thousands .of souls are being, built up in falsehood and
led astray by spiritual delusion. And what will be done in the end
thereof 1-The Rev. G. E. BERRY, Vicar of Emmanuel, Plymouth, who
recently preached in a Nonconformist chapel, is being boycotted.
The ARCHBISHOP of OANTERBURY refused to see him when he was at
Plymouth, the BISHOP of EXETER will not write to him, and the
ARCHDEACON of T01'NES declines to keep an arrangement to preach
in his church. Such is the treatment meted out to an Evangelical
clergyman, while Ritualistic "father confessors" and "sacrificing
priests" are petted, protected, and promoted by their ecclesiastical
superiors.-During the past month the Rev. ALFRED ROWLAND
delivered the ~Ierchants' Lecture at the Dutch Church, his general.
subject being "The Reformation," which, he said at the outset, he
would endeavour to deal with in a historical aspect. 'rhe power of
the priest was always intolerant, he declared, wherever and whenever
manifested, and the whole gist of the lecture was to show that
LUTHER combatted and broke that power. Ml'. ROWLAND referred to
LUTHER, because, he said, no man was more representative of the
Reformation than he. If LUTHER had been less right and less
vehement in proclaiming it, Mr. ROWLAND doubted if he would
have led the Reformation.
The lecturer highly eulogised th~
scholarship and cDJtnre and prudence of EUAS)IUS, but ERAS)IUS would
have preferred a disad,antageous peace to a righteous war-as, said
MR. RO\\LAC\"D, some of my brethren do no\\'-but he himself utterly
repudiated it. ~Ir. ROWLAKD went on to say that he did not believe
LUTHER free from all error, but he belieyed him to be, nevertheless,
an inspired servant of God. The more he studied the events leading
to the Reformation, the more he saw in it the hand of God.
Before the great event, the Papaey was at the zenith of its power,
multitudes depended on it.s wealth, and the education of the entire
civilized world was under the control of the priests, as they had
determined it should be again. Yet, in a fe\\' years, the splendid and
gigantic structure of force and fraud had crumbled to ruins. No
mere exposure of abuses had sufficed. The Reformation, he urged,
was constructive and not de.structive only. It was a protest against
the abuses of the Church, but it was something more. Enlarging
on this thought, it was a revival of true and pure religion, and exalted
Ohrist as the one great Mediator. He refuted the immoralities of
Popes and priests, but also urged that all must be holy. In conclusi')n,
Mr. ROWLAND pleaded that each should examine the truths of the Bible
for themselves, and exchange destructive criticism in favour of constructive fai~h.-The BISHOP of LIVERPOOL (Dr. RYLE) has written a
f;:trewell letter to the Rev. CHARLES GARRETT, Wesleyan minister of
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Liverpool, expressing respect for him, and adding a pleasant compliment
to his Church. " I ask you," the Bishop concludes, "to believe that I
shall leave Liverpool with many regrets, and not the less on account
of yourself. I must request you to convey to the leading members of
your body the expression of my deepest respect for all the faithful
followers of ·JOHN WESLEY. I learned to respect him when I was only
a boy, and I continue my feelings towards him at the age of eightythree. I pray that his people may continue to maintain his principles
and may always have God'e blessing."-A WRITER in the Church
Quarterly Review has made a religious census, by which he roughly
computes that out of a total Christian population of 890 millions there
are 520 million Protestants.

A PROTESTANT DISCOURSE.
m: THE REV. 1'ITUS E. LAURIE, RECTOR

OF

GREAT

~1USGRAVE,

PENRITH.

"HALTIKG CHRISTIANITY."
"And Elijah said, How long halt ye between tu'O opinions? If the Lord
be God, follOlc Him,. lnd it' Eaal, then follow him."-l KINGS xviii. 21.
DEAR Christian friends, I would ask you to carry back your thoughts.
many ages, and picture to yourselves the scene on Cannel's top depicted
in this chapter. For a time withdraw your thoughts from things
around, and permit imagination to realize the indignant looks of scorn
and contempt which the crafty priests of Baal cast upon the Prophet of
the Lord, standing as he did a reprover of their subtlety and a
denouncer of the·ir religion as a lie. Forget not the multitudes
assembled on the mountain sides that memorable day, even so great a
multitude as to be called" all the people." And there stands Elijah,
undaunted, unmoved; not a muscle of that manly form evincing the
slightest fear. He knows in whom he has trusted; and though Ahab,
or his more fiendish wife J czebel, had brought four times four hundred
men to oppose his God, he knows that Baal must fall and J eho\'ah
reign God and King supreme. But hark! God's Prophet speaks!
And what strange words! "How long halt ye between t\"\"o opinions 1
If the Lord be God, follow Him; but if Baal, then folIo\"\" him." It
would appear, then, that there were some among that crowd whose
hearts were not totally tumed away from the Lord their God, from
Him who had brought them "out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage;" that there was some spark of true belief still
lingering among, it may be, the professed worshippers of Baal but the
sec1'd worshippers of God. "We are confirmed in this idea," writes
one, "because we read 'And he-Elijah-npail'ecl the altar of the
Lord.''' He had not to build a new one; the altar of the Lord was
there, though from the recent introduction of Baal worship His altar
had become neglected. Again, after having asked counsel of the four
hundred prophets of Baal, we find J ehoshaphat saying, "Is there not a
prophet of the Lord beside, that I may ask counsel of him 1"-as to the
fatal journey to Ramoth Gilead. Once again, the fact that Ahab,
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through Jezebel, takes away the life of Naboth, on the charge bf
"blasphemy against God and the king "-against the true God, doubtless, the tyrant availing himself of a clause in the Levitical law, a law
'which was still, therefore, the law of the land,even in the kingdom of
Israel, howbeit standing in the strange position of deriving its anthority
from an acknowledgment of Jehovah alone, and yet left, to struggle
against the established worship of Baal too; enough in itself to confound the people, to compromise all religious distinctions, and to ensure
a halting creed in whatever nation it obtained." Elijah avails himself
of the mixed feelings of the multitude to enable him to show the truth
and stability of the religion and God of their fathers, as also the hollowness and incapacity of Baal, His audacious rival. Calmly confident of
the result, Elijah says to the adversaries of the Lord, who, though
doubtless afraid, were now too ashamed to refuse the challenge:
., Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are
many; and call upon the name of your gods; but put no fire under. I
will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under.
I will also call upon the Lord; and the God that answcreth by fire, let
Him be God."
And now the altar is erected, the wood laid in order, the victim
slain. The four hundred priests of Baal, followed, no doubt, by the
whole multitude of their poor, blinded, deluded partisans, call npon
Baal from morning even until noon.
The blaspheming cry of "0
Baal, hear us!" must have sounded and re-sounded in those hills and
vales even where the Lord Jehovah had set His name. Can we
wonder that" the God of their fathers," who had made them" as the
sand of the sea shore for multitude," when beforetime they were the
smallest of the nations, was angered at their cry 1 Do we wonder that
Baal remained dumb and mute 1 or that we read, "There was no voice
nor any that ans\yered, and they leaped npon the altar they had
made" 1 Are we astonished that the sacred history goes on to say,
" They cried aloud, and cut themsel ves after their manner with knives
and lancets till the blood gushed out upon them," or that, after they
had prophesied, until the time or the offering ot the eyening sacrifice,
still, "there was neither voice :lO1' any to answer, nor any that
regarded" 7
And now it is Elijah's turn to act. The Lord's altar is repaired.
,Vater is poured upon the sacrifice, that the miracle may be more
apparent; and the cry of the idolaters being hushed, Elijah prays:
" Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, let it be known this day that
Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy sen-ant, and that I have
done all these things at Thy word. Hear me, 0 Lord, hear me, that
this people may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou hast
turned their heart back again." Solemn, wondrous scene! The Prophet
of ,the Lord, at the appointed time, raising his voice in prayer to God,
that the people who stood by might believe! How it reminds us of a
mightier than he at the grave of Lazarus years afterwards. 0:1.n we
wonder that He, who in answer to Solomon's prayer promised to hear
the supplications of His people, should bend down His ear from heaven,
,His dwelling-place, and answer Elijah's request 7 No, we do not
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$onder. We are prepared to read, "Then the fire of the Lord fell and
,consumed the' burnt. sacrifice, and the wood,. and the stones" and the
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. "And when all
the people saw it they fell upon their faces and said: The Lord, He
is the God; the Lord, He is the ·God. ! "
But why repeat all this to-day 1 Dear friends, this is the reason:
.Because the same halting between two opinions is still existing in our
·Church to-day, and much that should be real, vital godliness is nothing
'more than outward show-a mere profession, and resting upon' forms
and ceremonies.. In other words, there is much now in England that
.might be called "a halting Christianity." And why is this 1 Is it not
because of late years a tincture of the Baal worship of the Church of
Rome has mingled itself with our pure religion 1 Is it not because it
has become .fashionable in some churches to turn this way and thr,t
way, a;nd wear all kinds of Popish vestments 1 And yet our Prayer
Book is in use, with the Scriptural doctrine of the Reformers, most
plainly discountenancing all such theatrical performances in the house
of God.
Can we wonder, then, if such be the teaching of the clergy, that the
people's creed should be a halting one 1
Again, when we find in the Prayer Book such words as these:
"Blessed Lord, Who hast caused all Holy Scripture to be written for
'our learning," and then hear from the pulpit that parts here and there
.of the sacred Scriptures are but the words of man, what can be expected
from the people but a halting Christianity 1 a dislike to be thought
strange in not following the religion of the times, yet fearful lest, after
all, they may be leaving the good old paths, cleared from Papists' weeds
at the Reformation by such men as Cranmer, Latimer, and Hooper, to
be entangled in the mazes of, a multitude of form~ .ending rather to
alienate the mind from God than benefit true religion.
Again, in a multitude of churches, listening to the teaching from the
pulpit, we might conclude that Arminius, not to say Pelagius, had
grafted his doctrines on the Church-that the fall of man was not a total
alienation from the mind of God. So far from hearing of the electing
love of God, it is rejected; and those who hold the doctrines of grace
are regarded as bigots, self-confident, and presumptuous. ,Ye hear
much of the exhortation, "Work out your own salYation with fear and
trembling," but nothing is said of God, "who worketh in us to will
and to do of His own good pleasure," and having given His children the
full assurance of faith, bids them cry with filial confidence Abba,
Father! Yet is this the teaching of our Church 1 Article IX. of the
Church of England runs thus: "Original sin standeth not in the
follo.wing of Adam, but is the fault and corruption of the nature of
every man." The Tenth Article declares: "The condition of man after
the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by
his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon
,God." Can we wonder that there is a halting creed among our people,
, when th3 clergy contradict the teaching of the Articles of the Church 1
What becomes of man's much-yaunted fr8e will, when confronted with
the sound teaching of the Reformers 1 Who would. believe that the
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Seventeenth Article is as strongly worded as it is, when we have been
told repeatedly -that the doctrine of Election is unscriptural, unholy,
and decidedly to be avoided in the pulpit 1 This is what we find:
"Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby
(before the foundations of the world were laid) He hath constantly
decreed by His counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring
-them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour.
Wherefore, they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God be
called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due season:
they through grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be
made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of His
only begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works,
and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity."
After this, say who are the best churchmen ~ those who hold the
doctrines of Particular Redemption, Assurance, and Final Perseverancedoctrines clearly laid down in the words that you have heard-or the
men who deny these truths, though plainly written in the Articles of
our Church 1 ,Ve need not fear to stand the test of Scripture. Like
Baal's priests, the advocates of a self-wrought righteousness will be
utterly confounded, and at last confess, perhaps too late-" The Lord,
He is the God!"
But, dear children of God, we 'who know our position, have tasted
that the Lord is gracious, have realized the sweetness of resting calmly
on the bosom of our Saviour by faith, is there not a lesson also in our
text for us 1 Have there been no dark hours when the Lord's face
seemed hidden from the children of His love 1 no moments when the
enemy of our peace has raised dark doubts as to the truth of our
religion 1 Ah, most of us know too ,"ell of seasons such as these, and
we tremble at the thought of our past conflict. Yet, should such trial
be repeated-for the Lord often permits His children to be sorely
tried-Elijah's words to the people on the summit of Mount Carmel
ma.ystrengthen in the hour of need, and the still small voice within,
reiterating the question, "How long halt ye?" may be the means of
dislodging these fearful doubts, and restoring sunlight to the soul.
Surely wc find something like this in our Sa,iour's question, "Have I
been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me ~ " and
the tender look of love that melted Peter into tears.
Again, if ourselves be strong in the faith, should we not seek to
confirm and strengthen others 1 "Strengthen thy brethren" was the
command of our blessed Lord. "Do all things without murmurings
and disputings," writes Paul to the Philippians: "that ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst
of- a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in
the world; holding forth the word of life." Actions, and not words
only, are .the outcome of true religion. ,Ve should" walk in love,"
writes the Apostle, "as Christ also hath loved us, and given Himself
,for us, an:offering and a sacrifice to God, as a sweet smelling savour.."
" Just as if," writes the late HALDAKE S'l'EWAR'l', "our love should
sweeten this lower earth as the love of Christ shed a sweet savour in
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the highest heavens." Such, then, is the will of God for those
whom He has adopted into His family, that they be not doubting
Christians, carried here and there by every wind of doctrine, but
walking in love, and established in the faith.
Surely it is the will
both of a kind and wise parent who consults the present peace as
well as the future happiness of His family. Oh, you His elder
children, who are strong in faith, be much in fervent prayer, that you
may do His will in all things! Rest not satisfied with mere outward
forms and services, aim at nothing short of a resemblance to your
Father, so that when in daily life your brethren meet you, or the
worldling transacts his business with you, they may take knowledge
of you, that you have been with Jesus.
Thus it wa" with early
Christianity, the exemplary lives of the Apostles, to which even their
enemies bore witness, prove theirs to have been no precept creed
without practice, but they strove to adorn the doctrine they loyed by
good works, which are the fruits of faith.
Let us not forget that we who hold the doctrines of grace
strongly are marked men, the eye of the world is on us, and the
adversary ever ready to mark the fall of a child of God.
Let us,
then, be ever mindful of our position, "as a city set on a hill, which
cannot be hid."
Let us remember that our evel'V action is
keenly scrutinized by the enemies of our Lord, and it v is our duty
as well as our privilege to be much in prayer, often at a throne of
grace, seeking fresh help from Him who is ever most ready to bestow;
when the world would tempt us to desert our :JIaster, and holds out
its empty treasure to allure us, let us boldly refuse such offers,
knowing that we have above a better and a more enduring substance,
"a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." ,Vhen sensual
pleasures would fill our minds, and bid us follow their sinful
inclinations, let us reflect that we are fighting under the banner of
Christ, and that we are pledged to resist the devil, and all his
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and all the
sinful lusts of the flesh.
The trial is a hard one, the conflict is
severe.
Are any deterred from boldly confessing Christ, because
they fancy in that case all youthful pleasures must be given up?
True happiness only theu begins, when we know our interest in
Jesus, and His interest in us. "How long halt ye?" "Oh, taste and
see that the Lord is gracious!"
Again, to quote HALDANE STEWART, I would say, "Imitate the
holiness of God. It is indeed but at a verv humble distance that
we can follow our heavenly Father here. Oh, how holy is our God,
not only in the more limited sense of the word holy, abstraction from
sin, but in its fuB meaning; the attributes of God most beautifully
harmonizing, the perfect union of truth and justice, of mercy, goodness,

,comllassion, forbearance, and faithfulness, so that no one rises above
another, but all are so blended that, like simple light, His holiness
. fills heaven with its beams, bringing from the seraphim that stand
around the throne that constant doxology, 'Holy, Holy, Holy, is the
Lord of hosts j the whole earth is full of His glory!' This you are to
imitate! To what a blessed standard would our heavenly Father raise
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His children, how far beyond the regulations of trade, the customs of
merchants, the rules of society, the laws of honour, the maxims of
philosophy. All these, when brought near this holiness which. ,the
children of God are to imitate, resemble a worn-out garment when
brought to the light j its faded colours and its fretted parts appear, it
is laid aside as unworthy to be worn by the child of a king who
<:leeks himself in royal robes and appeai's in garments of honour and
beauty." Is th,is then Ou?' walk ~ Are we decided for Christ or still
« halting between two opinions 1"
These are questions it it well solemnly to consider. We have
,et scriptural Creed, ,an open Bible, are we walking as children of light
<)1' as if the Bible were a closed book to us1
Have we on the breastplate of righteousness and the shield of faith 1 In a word, have ,ve
.Jesus dwelling and reigning in our hearts ~ Thrice happy are we if
it be so, for" He that hath the Son hath life," and there remaineth
for us above joys unspeakable and full of glory.
This, then, beloved child of God, is your portion, one with Christ,
knit together in the body of His elect. Does the heart glow as such
things are listened to 1 or do you cryl-

" 'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causeth anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no?
Am I His, or am I not?"
Oh, "Comfort ye, comfort yc My people," saith the Lord, for eternal
life is yours j the Lord hath made you willing in the day of His
power, and none whom He causes to live shall ever die. Heaven, with
its pearly gates and streets of g'old, will hold you one day within
its jasper walls j till then walk by faith, ,,-hich is "an anchor of the
soul," both sure and stedfast, setting your affections on things above,
and with an eye in all things to the ~aviour's glory, as you travel
-onward sing the pilgrim's song" Oh sweet and blessed country,
The home of God's elect;
Oh sweet and blClssed country
That eager hearts expect.
Jesus, in mercy brings us
To that dear land of rest,
Who art with God the Father
And Spirit ever blessed."

YE favoured few of Adam's fallen race,
Beloved, redeemed, renewed by sovereign grace,
Hold faRt the truth, and keep this still in viewAbounding errors prove the Gospel true.
'
May God the Spirit, by His sacred Word,
Increase your knowledge of your glorious Lord:
With all your wants, to His rich fulness fly;
In all your weakness, on His strength rely;
His power shall keep, His truth shall guide your way,
Through clouds and darkness to eternal day.
r
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AN APPRECIATION OF THE BELIEVER'S BELOVED.
.. His mouth is most sweet; yea, He is altogether lovely. Th~s is m·y
Beloved, and this is my Friend."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
FAR sweeter than honey, more precious than gold,
Is Jesus, my Saviour, whose worth is untold;
His beauty surpasses the choicest on earth,
Of kings and princesses, and noblest of birth.
His love is a magnet, so strong, and so sure,
It fails not one moment my soul to allure;
It fills me with joy, and a wondrous delight,
Quite new every morning, and fresh every nightA love so endearing, enduring, and free,
That provides for all time and eternity,
All-sufficient it is in sorrow or joy,
Wherever I am, 01' whate'er my employ.
It inspires, refreshes, constrains, and makes glad
When in danger, or doubt, when ·weary or sad:
So tender, so patient, so constant, so true,
It comforts like kindness, and blesses like dew.
With Jesus, my Portion, my heart need not fear
The troubles and trials that bring Him so near;
His presence will lighten each fresh load of care,
Nay, more, each burden He will graciously bear.
I will wait upon Him; His smile will repay
All the labour and toil, and heat of the day,
My sins, which are many, He died to annul,
For, "though red like crimson, they shall be as wooL"
"Unto you that believe He's precious " indeed,
"The living and true Bread," on which you must feed;
And as "the Good Shepherd" He loves to be known,
Especially by those whom He claims as HIS own.
o blessed Redeemer! Thy great love impart
To my fainting, longing, and sin-strieken heart:
Reveal, by Thy Spirit, Thy goodness and grace,
Until in glad rapture I see Thy sweet face!
B1·amhall.
J. E. WI:":DER.

THE BOOK OF LIFE.
THE Scripture often speaks of the Book of Life; the Apostle Paul, in his
Epistle to the Philippians, iv. 3, names Clement and other~ ,lS inscribed
in it. 'What kind of a book is this? This book is open in heaven.
There it is read and read again with unvarying interest. It is the
darling book cif the glorified Son of Man, and "a ';ource of unspeakable
joy to Him. He beholds in it the inventory of the choicest valuables
of His treasure chamber, the most costly treasures of His kingly crown.
This book nallles to the Shepherd His sheep, to the Bridegroolll His
bride, to the High Priest His purchased, and to the Prince of Peace, the
people of His pleasure, and His love. This book is also open to the
holy angels; for as they are sent to minister to the heirs of salvation
they must know the names which are \\Titten in the Look.-
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Strm.ans ltuh ;ij.at.es .af cStrm.ans,
SERMON.
PREACHED BY THE REV. DR. HAWKER, VICAR OF CHARLES, PLYMOUTH,
IN 1825.
[PREFACE.-If the saviour of His holy Name, which is as the
ointment poured forth, be still on your minds, Whom I was
permitted to pr0claim before you, on the morning of the last
Lord's Day, I shall be led to hope from the good hand of my
God the gracious fragrancy will be found now. It was my mercy
then to bring before you those soul-reviving words which the Son,
of God Himself expressed in the day of His flesh, when He said,.
."I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in Me"
,though he were dead, ye shall he live; and whosoever liveth and
believeth in :Me shall neyer die." And it is the same Almighty
Speaker which pronounced the sentence 1 have to propose for your
present meditation, when He called His people "the children of the
resurrection." The one yery blessedly follows the other, as the effect·
follows the cause: yea, rather, they are combined, and form but one'
and the same subject. He who is the glorious Cause cannot but
produce the corresponding effect; and as the Holy Ghost hath stated
the doctrine by Paul, "If Christ be risen from the dead, He is become
the firstfruits of them that slept!" (1 Cor. xv. 20). In calling upon
you, therefore, to this service, I would request you to consider it but
as a continuation of the former. And if, as I humbly implore (and in
which the regenerated souls present will join my supplication before
the throne), the Lord himself shall cause me to speak, and both you:
and myself so to bear, as to realize our personal interest in the blessed
doctrine, "the children of the resurrection," then shall we have cause
to say with one of old, ,. jly meditation of Him shall he sweet"
(Psalm civ. 34).
PRAYlm FEFORE SEm!O:".-Oh, Thou that art the Resurrection and.
the Life let Thy presence be intimately manifested to US this day.
Raise up our drooping spirits above all the dying and deacl'
circumstances of our falle'n and degraded nature, that in beholding
Thee as the Source and Cause of all spiritual and eternal life,
we may lose sight of what \\'e are in ourseh-es, the objects and
the subjects of sin in the original and actual sta~e of the Adalll
-fall transgression; to contemplate what we are in our firsL
and everlasting being and well-being in Thee. Lord, by Thine
Holy Word, and by Thine Holy Spirit on that Word shining in
upon our regenerated souls, communicate to us such enlarged
apprehensions of Thy glorious Person, and of Thy finished salvation,
as may enable us to trace all our blessings to the fountain-head of all
blessing, and to behold "the manifold wisdom of God, according to the
eternal purpose which He plll'posed in Christ Jesus our Lord," Give
us spiritually to see, and spiritually to believe, and spiritually to
receive and live upon Thee, the glorious Head of Thy body the
P 2
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Church, "the fulness that filleth all in all." Given to Thee by God
our Father, married to Thy Person before all worlds j redeemed by Thy
blood j anointed in Thee by the Holy Ghost j we contemplate with
holy joy all our mercies, treasured up for us from everlasting in Thee,
both of grace and glory. Realize all the divine truths of our most
holy faith in our souls j and while we behold our completeness in our
Almighty Head and Husband, we may, by all the sweet and endearing
characters of sonship, know that we are" the children of the
resurrection." Let an unction from on high be with us in what is
now before us, and so refresh us with Thy blessing, that each for
himself may discover that the Lord is in our midst, and that to
bless. Glory to the Father, Son, and Spirit, now and fOl' ever.
Amen.]

"IYeithej' can they die any more.' for they are equal unto the angels;
,-and aTe the children of God, being the ~hild1'en of the resuri'edion."LUKE xx. 36.
. THE "children of the resurrection"!
Yes. For He, that mighty One,
·whose proclamation is, "I am the Resurrection and the Life," no less
.-declares His people so to be. And hence the Holy Ghost confirms the
"' divine truth by His serYants. "For both He that sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed
to call them brethren, saying, I will declare Thy name unto My
. brethren, in the midst of the Church "'ill I sing prai"e unto Thee.
And again, I will put my trust in Him. And again lhe quotes a
passage from the prophecy of Isaiah (viii. 18), and makes a personal
application of it to our most glorious Christ] Behold I and the
children which God hath given Me." And, as if nothing might be
om.itted upon a subject of such infinite moment, the gracious God the
eSpirit actually declares that the very assumption of our nature had
this object especially in view, and adds, "Forasmuch then as the
"children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
,took part of the same: that through death He might destroy him
-that had the power of death, that is, the devil j and deliyer them,
"ho through fear of death ,yere all their lifetime subject to bondage"
(Heb. ii. 11-15; with Psalm xxii. 22-25 j Psalm xviii. 2).
But we must not stop here. Interested as the Church is in all that
belongs to Christ, as Christ, by virtue of personal union "with Him, the
'Roly Scriptures of God not only give this statement, but the Spirit of
God confirms the same, when by regeneration and the new and spiritual
life of Christ in the heart, we are brought into a spiritual apprehension
j1nd knowledge of it. For it is said, and not only said, but known,
"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs j heirs of God, and jointheirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 16, 17). And very blessed it is when at
any time, by diyine communications from our glorious Head, we obtain
spiritual triumphs by Christ, over our spiritual enemies. It "as somewhat of this kind which the seventy disciples the Lord Jesus had sent
fOrth to preach, enjoyed, when they returned with joy unto Him, and
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said, "Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy name."
And do take notice of the gracious answer made by our divine Lord
to those observations: "Jesus said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to tread on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice
not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because
your names are written in heaven" (Luke x. 17-20). Here you see our
most glorious Lord traceth our source of joy to its head. It is blessed
when by Him, and through Him, and from Him, the Lord's people are
at-any time made triumphant over the temptations of the enemy. But
these things are not always; devils, like lions, may, by the Lord's control, be couchant to-day, but, without His restraints, be rampant tomorrow. But if our names as children are registered in Christ, here
is an everlasting security which neither men, nor devils can affect.
Neither do we stop here. For as our spiritual triumphs are in
Christ, by reason of our oneness and union with Him; so, from the
same almighty cause, our bodies, "which are the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in us," are preserved amidst numberless temptations,
arising from the inherency of sin in this unrenewed part of our nature, .
from the unceasing warfare of soul and body; while "the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that
ye would" (Gal. v. 17).
This be00mes a most interesting part of our subject, in respect to
the" children of the resurrection,;" and I beg your particular attention
to it. I need not tell the spiritual part of the congregation, for it is
too plain and obvious, in the statements of Holy Scripture, to be
insisted upon, that the whole of our nature, in the Church of our most·
glorious Christ, body, soul, and spirit, are alike and equally redeemed
by" the offering of the body of Jest,s Christ once for all" (Heb. x. 10).
And, although for wise and gracious purposes, no alteration is made
on the body by the regeneration of the Spirit, during the present
time-state of the Church; for as Paul stated it, many years after
his being converted, he said, "I know that in me (that is in my
flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18), yet, by the indwelling
Spirit, the body is made the medium of "offering up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter ii. 5). Hence
Paul, speaking to the Church, saith," I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service" (Rom. xii. 1). And hence also we read, in another Scripture, that while "with the heaL't lllan believeth unto rigrteousness,
with the month confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. x. 10).
And in allusion to the cleansing both of body, soul, and spirit, with
the blood of Christ, the Holy Ghost, by Paul, enjoins the drawing near
the throne, on this account, "having boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, with a true heart, in full assurance of faith;
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water" (Heb. x. 19), &c.
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. B\1,t, notwithstanding. these things, the holiest of men, know. but.
too often, to their sorrow of spirit, how many and grievous the interr\1,p~ions of flesh and blood are to their souls in their sweet com-·
munionswith ,the Lord, They groan, therefore, as Pallldid, ,b 13ing' .
burdened., They find. that" when they would do good, evil is" present
with them." Yea, not only there is in itself a total indisposition in,
the body to divine things, but the animal spirits of nature sometimes,
and not ;unfrequently, flag, and render the very attendance. on
ordinances and means of grace a burden. The flesh tires under the
VV'ord, and induceth a frame not unlike the spouse in the Canticles,
when she said, "I sleep, but my heart waketh" (Sol. Song v. 2).
Hence that blessed Scripture, in allusion to "the children of the
resunection,"which throws a light over the whole subject, and both
explains and, shows. the infinite importance of it. Speaking of the
whole crel1tion groaning, by reason of man's .fall, the Apostle adds,
" and not only they, but ourselves also, which have ,the first fruits of
the Spirit; even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." Here the ".bless.ed,
doctrine of "the children of the resurrection" begins to open to, us
in all its glory. For until this appointed time shall come, and He
that became the Resurrection and the Life, by His own almighty power.
shall rl1ise 1.J.p the bodies of His people, and make them like unto His
OVyn glorious body, these interruptions to the enjoyments of the
Spirit will never cease. But, in the event of this mighty change,
"the children of the resurrection" are freed from them for ever.
We may, in some faInt degree, form an idea of what the spirit of
a redeemed and regenerated child of God would be now if disembodied.
Figure to yourselves anyone of those among the spirits of just men
made perfect, which have escaped the prison of the body, and is now·
before the throne of God. Suppose the return of such ~n one in pur
mi.dst this day! with whom we have mingled in times past, in this .or
any otper house of prayer, wholly freed from this mass of flesh. and
corruption which you and I now have, and which they also once had,
and Ul,> longer the subject of the imperative demands of the body;
how would their holy spirits uninterruptedly enter into and enjoy holy
things! And how would they behold, with an holy indifferency, all
those pursuits of ours, of a bodily and earthly nature, in which we
ar~ so often engaged! would it not be with them as those who, when
arrived to manhood, behold with pity the toys and amusements of.
ch;ildren? Such, but in an infinitely higher degree, is the present.
st~te of felicity of the spirits of the redeemed and regenerated Chureh
before the throne! And to what a, consu=ation of blessedness
wi~l tl,J.is state be advanced, when at the last day, the Lord shall
raise up the bodies of His saints, to join their souls in glory; and
w4en the whole man, body, soul, and spirit, formed in the image of
Christ, and united to Christ, shall be fully prepared for the enjoyment
of Christ; and in Him, and by Him, for communion with Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, through all the countless ages of eternity! Such
then will be "the children of the resurrection."
My text, I have already observed, is, as the former, on which I
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lately. addressed you, from the words of our most glorious Christ. And
if you will open your' Bibles at that part of the Holy Scripture
where they are recorded, '·you. will· ,discover the occasion on which
the Lord Jesus so expressed Himself. It appears that certain of the
"adducees, who denied the doctrine of the Resurrection, had
endeavoured to confute' Christ on this subject, by proposing to Him a
questi6n, whether it were a real or a supposable' case, of a woman
having .seven husbands; and the point they desired' our Lord to
decide' was, whose wife the "'oman should· be in the resurrection ~
Our most glorious Christ took opportunity from hence (as He always
did on 'occasions of a like nature of mere curiosity) to call off
their attention from the consideration of this woman, to attend to
the more important matter-the subject of the resurrection itself.
«.The' children of this world," said Jesus, "marry, and are given in
marriage: but they which shall be accounted worthy to obt:tin that
world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are
given in marriage: neither can they die any more: for they are
equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children
of the resurrection." And having thus most blessedly. stated, these
things, to answer the cavil of the Sadducees on the subject of the,
married woman, then proceeded, unasked, to give His own· divine
statement of the certainty of the resurrection. " Now' that the
dead," said Christ, "are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when
he called the Lord the God of· Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob. For He is not the God of the dead, but of the
living: 'for all live unto Him" (Luke xx. 27-38).
There are very many and very precious things contained in those
words of our most glorious Christ. I must not, however, suffer
myself at this time to enlarge; let me only by the way observe
one or two striking particulars which ought not to be oV81100ked.
The Lord said that" the children of the resurrection" are" equal unto
the angels," that is, they are compeers with angels, being spiritual
like them, and equally with them possessed of immortality: so that
there 'is no capability of their dying, for they have no longer the seeds
of death in them, no capability of disease, nothing which can tend to
dissolution. Yea, in one sense they transcend angels; for angels,
though elect angels, and as such are upheld and maintained in their
immortality and holiness by Christ, yet they have not, as the" children
of the resurrection" have, union with Christ. Our most glorious Lord
hath stated this delightful truth with His usual tenderness, when,
speaking to His disciples, He said, "Because I live ye shall live
also" (J ohn xiv. 19). The life of "the children of the resurrection ,J
is not only by Him, but in Him. By virtue of His headship to His
body the Church, there is an union of Persons. Every individual of
His mystical body is united to Christ, and Christ hath taken into
union with Himself the person of every individual of His mystical
body; and this no angel hath, but" such honour have all His saints! "
One remark more on this subject meets us in this place, namely, .
that though "the children of the resurrection," when going down to
the grave see con:uption, and are sown" natural" bodies, yet of this
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no more when risen by their glorious Head to all the felicities of
eternity, for they then will come up "spiritual" bodies. How blessedly
the Apostle Paul, taught by the Holy Ghost, sings to this delightful
song. "So also," said he, "is the resurrection of the dead. It is
SOWll in corruption, it is raised in incorruption; it is sown in dishonour,
it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body" (1 Cor. xv.
42-44). The Apostle is so taken up with the contemplation, that he
seems as if he knew not how to quit it. He harps upon it, as if '
containing (and certainly it doth contain) the most harmonious
melody.
Hence, my brethren, we are here di,inely taught
that these bodies of ours, now vile as we make them, and vile
as we leave them, will be so completely changed by the almighty
sovereignty of our almighty Lord, that they will be as fully
qualified and as fully prepared to meet and enjoy our most glorious
Christ as our spirits now are, by the new birth, to love and praise our
God by faith as we shall shortly in open vision, " before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy." Yea, those spirits of ours, whell disembodied, and are joined to the faithful gone before, though perfect in
, Ohrist, cannot have their fnll quantum of glory until by the resurrec'tion the body also shall have joined the spirit, and both then made
spiritual in Him shall have capacities suited to each other; and in
Christ, and through Christ, and by Christ, shall have uninterrupted
and unceasing blessedness in the adoration and lo,e of J ehovah, ill
Ris Trinity of Persons and Unity of Essen~e for e,ermore. John the
Apostle, unable to express himself in the contemplation, broke ant
in most rapturous words: "Behold," said he, "what manner of loye
[as if he felt incompetent to describe it] the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called tbe sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew Rim not. Beloved, [now are we(that is, now we are brought to the knowledge and enjoyment of it
by regeneration)-now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be ;-(that is, when by the resurrection we put
on glorified bodies)-but we know that, when He shall appeal', \re
shall be like Him; for we shall see Rim as He is" (1 John iii. 1, '2).
The subject of "the children of the resurrection" is a very extensive
and a very blessed one. But I cannot now bring before you the out-.
lines of it. What I propose, as the Lord shall be pleased to direct, will
be, in the first place, to show who are the children, as they are, by the
original purpose and de~ree of God, so chosen and adopted in Christ
Jesus. And this view of them will at once explain how they are'
necessarily "the children of the resurrection," from their first and
eternal connexion with Him, who is Himself" the Resurrection and the'
Life."
And let me detain you, if but a moment longer, just to observe, that
the blessedness contained in the very bosom of this great and leading'
truth of our most holy faith, is such as to endear it to the warmest
affection of every regenerate child of God. The appellation of children
not only implies a perfect equality in all of that description in a family,
but also of all being alike passive in the appointment. Children, born
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to' an inheritance, are equally born, and equally obt:1in it as a gift.
The heir of a kingdom, or the child of a cottage, are alike begotten to
it, without any act of either; and very eminently so in the heirs of
grace, they are all alike declared to be born, "not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nul' of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 13).
And let me add further, and especially for the comfort of the little
ones, that amidst small or great attainments, "the children of the
resurrection" are not considered by anything of what they f1re in themselves, but wholly as they are in Christ. The Lord Jesus, who is" the
Resurrection and the Life," is equally such to all. They are buried with
Him, and must arise with Him when the time arrives for their deliverance from the body of corruption, into "the glorious liberty of the
children of God." This makes the everlasting security of the Lord's
people, being all equally united to their Almighty Head, so that when
Christ, who is "the Resurrection and the Life," shall appeal', the whole
redeemed family of the Lord" shall appear with Him in glory."
I begin with the former branch of the subjcct as was proposed;
namely, to show \\ho are the children; for as our Lord hath stated it,
" they are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection."
And here I might enlarge, in showing how they are children; and from
everlasting by the eternal purpose of God, "being predestinated unto
tb e adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will" (Ephes. i. 5). And hence being thus predestinated
by the Father, married by the Son, and anointed in Christ by the Holy
Ghost, the whole Persons in the Godhead concurred and co-operated in
the vast design; and the adoption character of the Church is completely
proved and established All the wonderful events which followed by·
One of the glorious Persons in the Godhead, even the Son, taking into
union with His Diyine nature that holy portion of our nature, and
thereby becoming the yisible Jeho,ah, laid the foundation for all the
subsequent acts Ee wrought in the great work of redemption. Hence
all we read, and all that is recorded in the Scriptures of eternal truth,
are bottomed on this one great basis. Children from all eternity, and
decreed to be so to all eternity, could not lose that sonship by the faH,
neither by any corruption deri,ed from that fall, in their nature.
Children they continue, though sinful children, and by sin justly
exposed to divine wrath. Neyertheless their relationship could not be
alienated by any after acts in time, who had been decreed and predestinated to the adoption of children, from and to all eternity. United
to Christ, they were always one with Christ; and the fall gave occasion
for redemption, thereby affording the means and opportunity for the
glory of Christ; and both by death and the resurrection, raiiiling up a
greater revenue of praise to the Almighty Author of salvation than had
the fall of man never taken place. Yea, this process of Divine grace, as
it concerns the Church, must and will produce such praise to Jehovah,
in His Trinity of Persons, in the wonders and depths of wisdom., and
love, and power, as are displayed, as could not have been shown in the
creation of others and worlds without it. Hence we see the blessedness
of the doctrine in the children of God being "the children of the
resurrection"; and who they are, by the original purpose and

20~

T.he Gospel M agaz£ne.

decree of God, "IV hich He purposed in Christ J eStlS before the· world
began."
And from this plain and Scriptural statement, who" the children
of the resurrection" are, we can easily discover, through divine
teaching, under the second branch of our subject, how they are
necessarily "the children of the resurrection," and how they are
known.
. Their entrance into a state of grace by the divine operation of·
the new-birth, manifests their adoption in Christ, and their being
made partakers of the Divine nature by this sovereign act of God,
opens, and keeps open, a communicable life, from their glorious
Head of all spiritual blessings, during their warfare through the
world. Hence -in death they are not as others who have no hope,
for they" sleep in" Jesus, and {tre "the children of the resurrection."
And as Jesus died and rose again, so .they, as members of His
mystical body, must die and arise with Him, that where He is they
must he also (Rom. viii. 29; Philip. iii. 10, 11). And this almighty
act of raising every individual of His mystical body is for the
personal honour and glory of Christ, who having been" crucified in'
weakness," declared Him"elf to have been the Son of God" with power,
according to the spirit of holiness by the rcsurrection from the
dead" (Rom. i. 4); and in their being raised with Him are also
shown to be "the children of the resurrection."
. One ob8ervation more on this branch of the subject must not be
omitted, which, from its vast. importance, makes a most interesting
appeal to the heart of every regenerated believer, among "the children
of the resurrection," namely, that at this great day of our God, "the
children of the resurrection" will arise by the sovereign power of
our God, virtually the same identical persons 9,S they died. Changed,
wonderfully changed, they will be from corruption to incorruption,
and from mortality to immortality; but in respect to identity, precisely the same prrsons; that is to say, the very I that I now am,
and the very you that you' now are, such we shall then both be.
For otherwise, if it were a change of person, it would be another
person; and then it would not be a resurrection but a (nation. I
hope you see the very gl'eat blessedness that is contained in this
divine truth, that "the children of the resurrection" will arise substantially in person the same. Snch did our most glorious Lord.
He had said to the Jews before His death, "Destroy this temple
[meaning the temple of His body], and in three days I will raise it
up" (see John ii. 18 to end of 22). And such must it be to His
people, who are in all things to be conformed to His image, where
they can be alike" (Philip iii. 10). Hence Job triumphed in this
view: "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth. And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see
for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my
reins be consumed within me" (Job. xix. 25-27).
And now what is the result of all that I have been saying 1 Do
any present feel the accompaniment of. the Spirit in the ministry of
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His Holy Word, to believe the record which God, hath given of His
Son? If so, the Lord give grace to close the whole in prayer, and
let ns humble our souls at His footstool for His blessing: 0 Lord, "the
God of out'" Lord Jesus Christ,the Father of glory, give unto us the '
spirit.of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes
of. our understanding being enlightened, that we may know what is
the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints: and what the exceeding greatness of His
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His
mighty power, which He wrought in . Christ, when He raised Him
from the· dead, and set Him bn His own right hand in heavenly
places." Lord! help us to have a spiritual apprehension of Christ'sresurrection, and our own resurrection secured in Him; that when
Thou shalt be pleased to bring us down to the house appointed for
all living, we may "rejoice in hope of the glory of God," perfectly
satisfied from our oneness and union with our glorious Heitd, that
"whether we live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we die, we die
unto the Lord; whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's."
Amen.
FRAGRAN'r TESTIMONY.
A MUCH-LOVED sister in the Lord writes to us:"Subjoined isa letter of the beloved and now glorified GEORGE
COWELL. In noting the date, it was not a little touching, and yet
deeply interesting, to see how it was written on December 17ththe very date of the month on which, fifty-two years afterwards, this
member of the seed royal was called up higher to claim his bloodbought inheritance. Let our younger readers note how this letter
was written when GEORGE COWELL was quite a young seeker after
Jesus-in his twentieth year! May it be an encouragement to them
to follow after and aspire to hea,enly things, divine and precious
tr!!-ths,· and eternal realities, in their youth. "vVhose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation: J esus ~ Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER FROlI THE PEN OF THE LATE
GEORGE Cow ELL.
My VERY DEAR JOSIAH,-In answer to your close (yet not too
close) question in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "Are you of the seed
royal?" I would reply, that if having been to court, and received
at the eternal throne the gift of grace from the King royal, and been
washed by the precious blood royal of a crucified Jesus, is any sign
that I am ·of the seed royal, then I would say with gratitude and
'gladness, I am of the seed royal. But when]; think of the depravity,
vileness, and wickedness within, I cannot help exclaimi'1g, "How dare
such a rebeLas I claim relationship with the pure and sinless rop'!
King of kings!" But unbelief is at the basis of this latter argument,
for the Word of Truth blessedly assures us that it was to save the
vilest of rebels that the King royal sent His only Son, the Prince of
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Peace, into this world. Earthly monarchs seldom condescend to speak
with commoners and beggars, much more own them as relations, but
our heavenly Ruler hath made choice of such from before the
beginning of the world, to sit on His right hand, and to be of the
seed royal; and if mortals are proud of their relationship to royalty,
surely it ought to be a source of continual joy and rejoicing to the
elect family of God that they are related in Covenant bonds to
the Royal of royals. With regard to the phraseology of the piece,
it is pointed, positive, and penetrating, therefore the more likely to
set the reader upon thE: spirit of inquiry and self-examination, "Am
I of the seed royal 7"
The whole shows that the 'ITiter has some
of the blood royal flowing through his veins, for he dareth to speak
out boldly of the name and fame of the King, whom many despise,
arid few own as Lord and Master. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad
my brother, for great is your reward in heaven, and the Scripture
saith, "the labourer is worthy of his reward." I have not room
for any more scraps from Mr. Irons' sermons this week. Am glad
you like them. Should like very much to go with you to see the
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZ1KE, as I love him for his writings.
Our dear father goes down on Friday to Ware, and intends dining
with Mr. C-- on S.aturday, returning so as to be in time for Mr.
Irons as usual, and to dine on Sunday "ith his dear sons and
daughters, to the satidaction of all.
Believe me, YOllr affectionate brot.her.
December 17th, 18-12.
l~EORGE.
THE SINS OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD.
THEIR sins stand out prominently as signals. They proye how
surely Satan will assail the saints, and that no high walk is higher
than his ~hafts can reach-that no heart is so armed with grace as to
be proof against his onsets. They cry, let saints beware of grievous
falls; they warn as rocks, against which many a gallant vessel has
perilously dashed-as quicksands entangling the unsuspecting cre',as vipers lurking in a verdant path-as foes concealed in secret
ambush:--as pitfalls in the upward road. These are monument,,> proclaiming the foe's triumphs, and the saint's utter weakness. Blessed
truth! they endear that most. precious blood, in which the dear
believer washes his every act, his every word, his every thought.
Thus the stains become white, yea whiter than the dri,en snow.Dean Law.
HOWEVER the joy of faith may decline, the grace itself shall never
totally fail; having for its security the Father's Covenant love, which
is from everlasting to everlastlllg.-A. M. Toplady.
WHEK we pray, we should look for, and expect, an answer according
to God's goodness and Covenant promises (see Psalm Iv. 16, 17); and
also for this reason, that all true prayer is prompted by the Holy
Ghost.. -Bowes.
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RECORDED BLESSINGS.

..,.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-It is some time since you asked me for an account of
my journeyings, for the benefit of your readers. But diffidence to put
myself into p'rint caused me to delay, until it was shown me that
it was but to rehearse the goodness and mercy of my God, that had
followed and taught me by experience how richly He had blessed this
worthless worm by proving His gracious, tender lovingkindness in
these little links in the chain of His providence. Thus, I gratefully
record His blessing, and acknowledge His hand of favour upraised on
my behalf, wherein He has prospered the work of His own hand,
and brought to pass in my going out and coming in, in my downsitting and uprising, many of His exceeding great and precious
promises. It is a blessed occupation (and would that His children
were more often thus employed) to trace the little links of the great
chain of His providence, and recount some of the all things that are
working together for their good. How it is proved from His Word,
and in their experience again and again, that our God remembers
kindness shown to His own! He never overlooks it, nor forgets a
cup of cold water given in His name j a kind word-aye, and eV8n a
silent grasp of the hand in sympathy when hearts are too full to
speak or receive in words-all these seemingly small things are noted
in His Book. We may call them what we will, and look inquiringly
on as to whether they are not too insignificant for Hi;; supreme
regard, but since His children are the work of His creative power,
in whose hand is the breath of every living thing, He is intensely
interested and concerned in e,ery event of their lives, fitting in the
little as equally important as the large links in the chain, and
declaring that not one jot or tittle of His Word shall fail for them,
nor circumstance miscarry the good pleasure of His will towards His
redeemed children. He it is "ho inclines the heart, and maketh even
the wrath of man to praise Him! His enemies may be as tools in
His haud, for His children's welfare,
The ra,eus, birds of prey,
can be messengers from the God of heaven, to feed His hungry
Prophet, if He choose. All things ',orking together for the good of
His own.
The sun made to shine on the good and evil, the dew
distilling its gentle and reviving influence, the rainfall on the dry
and parched ground, the ebb and flow of the ocean's tide-these and
a thousand more providential mercies are sent forth at His command,
and all for the good of His spiritual creation, who are as the salt
,of the earth, and for whose sake His long-suffering and forbearance
Thus it is sweet to contemplate on a journey taken in
tarries.
safety, a meeting with friends (no chance work), a preservation from
unseen danger, a pleasant surprise (and He has many for His
.children), a proffered kindness and hospitality, a token for good
in the preached Word, a leading and guiding hither and thither j
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yes, and all these things coming from His hand and heart, with
whom nothing is insignificant nor small.
"In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." "Who knoweth
thy walking through this great wilderness," and bless Him for that
in all these things, preserving your comfort and peace, He has
. never been a wilderness to you. A sparrow may be a small thing to
we finite creatures, but not to creation's God, since He who made it
. declares that He notes their fall. " Are ye not then of more value than
many sparrows?" A blade of grass may look like ten thousand of
its fello\vs in our eyes, but since there are no t"o alike, and to the
great CreatDr each is separate and individual, can we then say that
with Him anything is small? "",'\Therefore, if God so clothe the grass
of the field which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith?"
Yes, it is good in the consideration of these things to recount
some of our mercies, and rehearse the goodness of our God in all the
events of our daily life, to be occupied in His praise, or to join in
the language of the Psalmist, when he says, "0 magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together." 'l'hus, during my
several visits about S--, I was privileged with much sweet intercourse among some of the Lord's choice servants. Then at P - (where my arrival was smiled upon, as it were, by my gracious God
giving me the word, "All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and
Christ is God's," as I dro\e along those quiet country lanes from the
station), the same blessed theme "as renewed, and one felt the truth
of the hymnist's lines"Great the joy when Christians meet,
And their fellowship how sweet."
It was in this place that I noticed how very highly and intelligently the Engl-ish Churchman is appreciated and read.
, Again. In town I was privileged with some sweet fellowship with
a dear family, who, since my last visit, had been called to part 'Yith
the dear aged head of the home Dear saint of God! His memory
is very fragrant, and I recall the circumstance of our first meeting,
soon itfter the loss of my own dear father, as a special token of
my Lord's loving tenderness, inclining hearts to "sho\\' kindness"
to one of the least of my Father's house. On the Lord's Day, in
company with beloved relatives, we twice drove to City Road Chapel,
hearing Mr. S - - with much acceptance, and, I tl'llst, profit.
Around M-- I met with quite a little colony of the Lord's dear
children, and the remembrance of my visit is impressed upon my
heart in loving retrospect. It was a delightful meeting. Some dear
young people eminently taught of God, and holding on their way in
consistency of life and conduct, thus adorning the doctrines of God
their Saviour. Dear young Mr. C-.- told me that some time ago
when he was travelling, reading on his journey a number of the
GOSPEL MAGAZnm, a workman came across the compartment and
begged to look at it, saying, with evident gratification, "I've not seen
this magazine for years." This, again, may remind our readers of the
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benefit their kind contributions are to the Free Fund, and the incalculable' blessing this affords to m~ny who a1;e in a variety of ways
deprived of seeing it otherwise.
One dear lady also gratefully recorded the time when, eleven years
previous, the late beloved Editor of this magazine, "G. C.," visited
M--, which had been a time of signal blessing to her. She was led
there just after a sore bereavement, her beloved partner in life being
suddenly removed by death. 'fhe last gift he had made her was the
volume of Portion, Petition, and Praise, by "G. C.," just issued from
the press. He (Mr. C.) spoke that night from Ruth. i. 21, and the
way he dealt with Naomi, in the bitterness of her spirit, met and melted
her, and she was signally comforted and edified under the suitable,
sanctified Word. This deal' lady inquired so kindly for you, and told
me that she well remembered bearing you preach at St. Peter's,
Oldham Road (I believe she said twenty-seven years ago), from the words,
"The head cannot say to the feet, I have no need of you." Ancl
when you went on to speak so comfortingly to the Little Faiths
coming in as the dust of His feet, she said, "I shall never. forget
how I felt I could creep in there."
Indeed, there ,yere many loving inquiries for 'you, and in most of
my visits your name, dear sir, is a household word, whilst it will
cheer you to know how many an uplifting of heart is made on your
behalf, in all your labour of love, by many a fellow citizen of the
household of faith, whom you may not know in the flesh.
Another dear invalid in the same neighbourhood is busy with her
pen, and I hope we may soon benefit by the perusal of the wonderful
account of the riches of God's grace displayed in the eleventh haul' to a
sceptic nephew.
The Lord wry graciously permitted me to meet, in what hlts since
proved to be for the last time, with another dear friend. She
was a consistent, quiet, unobtrusi,;e Christian, a member, with her
husband, of the late Rev. ,V. PARI;:S' church, and one of the
subsequent chief supporters of the Rev. R. .:'\OYES, and the Re,'. T.
DICKENSON, the present rector of Openshaw. Dear :J'Irs. J - - has
now passed within the yeil. I could add m,my more cheering episodes
of L--, B--, and elsewhere, but I forbear. It is a blessed employment to be kept looking out for the Lord's mercies, calculating upon
His kindnesses and recordin~ His praises. "They shall abundantly
utter the memory of Thy great goodness." And you will agree with me
that much, yery much of that memory and the Lord's signal goodness.
is made up to His children in the little, and what the world would
call the in'iigllificant, things of life; and when we remember there is
nothing sm,dl with our God, we must record that in all these little
links, "The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad."
Perhaps somc other of your readers may, for our benefit, gather up
the broken thread, and recount some of the ways by which the Lord
hath led and fed them all the days and all the way of their pilgrimage..
The Lord alJundantly bless all your labours, and
Believe me, Deal' Sir, yours very trnly,
A READER OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-W e are daily engaged in sending the pure truth of
God to our soldiers and sailors in various parts of the world, more
especially to South Africa at this time, for the troops engaged in
this terrible war. I hope that our friends may still aid us, for there
dS a very great demand for sound literature, and the following letter
will serve to show how it is valued. It is a rich mercy to be
enabled to testify the "one" Gospel to the poor men in the battlefield. The Lord has promised His blessing to His Word.
FROM LONDON.
Your mos~ excellent box this moment arrived; it will indeed be a great
.'help to us. I see many of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in it; it (the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE) always brings deal' old Dr. DOUDNEY to my mind.
I knew him personally. I expect more troops will be going from - socn, where I am sure your kind contribution will be gladly received by
many. We as a nation ought to pour out our hearts to God to stop
this dreadful war, and send a blessing to our soldiers and sailors out there.
FROM A SEAMEN'S CHAPLAIN.
We shall be glad of .another grant of Gospel literature, if you have
a supply of good things you can favour us with.
To this was sent a large supply of literature, \I'hidl I earnestly
hope will be folloll"'ed with the blessing of God, _-\.llY fresh help will
be very acceptable, either in books or money, Yours faithfully,
St. 111a1'7,;'8 Road, Sal1'i5bw'Y, FelYruct1'y 1st, 1900.
R. E, BRlDER.

LENTEN LILIES.
I survey a cheerful schoolroom,
Near a churchyard green,
I descry some rosy damsels
Clad in raiment clean,
Coming in with beauties wildLenten lilies undefiled.

lilies, nodding gaily
In the air of spring,
Gleaming softly in a garden
'Where the robins sing,
Ye are causing me to cast
Steadfast looks upon the past.

LENTEN

By imagination's vision
Lenten lilies hold my gazes
On the earth no moreI again behold
Verdant meadows decked· with Whisper now of fadeless blossoms
lilies,
Seen on yonder shore,
Like to bells of gold,
Where none sigh for pleasures
Which I passed on Sabbaths fine,
past,
When both health and strength Where sufficed are hearts at
were mine.
last.
Lenten lilies tell me sweetly
Of the spring-time near,
When the Master's human lilies,
Widely severed here,
Shall together calmly stand
In the heavenly Eden-land.
ISA.
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A MONTHLY RECORD
THERE is a lull, at the time at which we write, in the war in South
Africa, but it seems to be like the lull which precedes a storm, and,
probably by the time that these lines are in the hands of our readers,
fresh and stirring events will have happened there. We are very glad
that at last a day was appointed - February 11 th-by Royal
Proclamation, for national humiliation, intercession, and prayer on
behalf of the war, and on behalf of our large armies engaged in it;
acknowledging our dependence upon the Most High, and earnestly
supplicating that,if it be His will, success may be granted to our arms,
and a satisfactory peace established. This, after all, may be only an
imperfect acknowledgment, and to a considerable extent a mere matter
of form; but nevertheless it is all the same a national act, an:l,
unworthy though "I\'e are that He should do so, we may hope and
believe that our Almighty Father will accept it, and show to us as a
nation His loving-kindness and mercy with regard to it. The events
which have happened in South Africa ought to furnish us with a national
lesson which we ought never to forget, for they have been extremely
remarkable. We have sent out there almost the whole of our military
forces, augmented by large contingents from our Colonies, and armed,
as we thought, by the most effective modern weapons.; and yet up to
the time at which we write, we have been checked at every point,
and unable to do anything more than to keep our enemies at bay.
Everyone of our generals in the field has experienced one or more
reverses; the towns beleaguered by our enemies are still unrelieved,
and we have not been able to drive a single portion of the forces
opposed to us back into their own land. If other complications had
arisen at such a time, and if some other nations who hate us with a,
deadly hatred had found an excuse for attacking us, the case might
lha"e been an exceedingly serious one, There is no doubt that om
national prestige has received a tremendous blo\\', but we shall be none
the worse for that if we learn as a nation to be more humble, u.nd to
trust less than we have done to an ann of flesh; and if the Lord of
Hosts be pleased to give us success and victory, it will be Ollr manifest
duty to give Him all the praise and glory. [Since the foregoing was
written, LORD ROBERTshas entered the Free State, Kimberley has
been relieved, and the Boers are retiring from Natal.]

MANY of the circumstances connected with this war are extremely
sad and painful, but there is one very cheering circumstance, namely, th~
deep religious feeling shown by a large number of our soldiers at the
front, or proceeding to the front; and the appreciative manner in which
they have met the efforts made to promote their spiritual welfare. A
military Chaplain, going out with the troops, writes home to the
Q

!
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Chaplain-General :-" The grace and blessing which have been so
marvellously vouchsafed to to me is it foretaste vf what lies in the
future. Never had I the sense of Divine call and leading so strong as
now. The first big meeting was held last night in a splendid position on
the main deck. Colonel C"R'rEls asked for extra light, and they gave us
a splendid electric one. We were crowded out; crolVd~ round me, and
many hanging over rails of upper deck and gangways. 'We sang; The
old, old story,' and I spoke on 'I'm the sinner whom Jesus came to
save.' It is to be every night if the Lord will. Holy Communion
to-morrow, but no parade, as we shall be at St. Vincent coaling. I
hope to have several voluntary services during the day." Another
Chaplain writes :-" The effect of battle on the men was very marked.
They were, no doubt, deeply stirred and opened to religious impressions
in a very marked way; and I cannot but feel that that thirteen hours
lying before a hidden foe, which was also an active oue, made many a
man realize his need of the God of whom ordinarily he had thought so
little. Indeed, there is ample testimony that this was so. I hope the
impression will not be easily effaced." A Senior Wesleyan Chaplain
also says :-" Possibly, as the result of the sobering influence of recent
battles, there is a marked change in the general tone of the men; and
prayer, if not a favourite pastime, is, at least, recognized as a distinct
propriety. One Guardsman frankly confessed that all the time the
battle lasted his heart was no less vigorously engaged in praying.
Practically so say they <Lll. The most popular songs among them just
now are sacred songs." Under the auspices of the Evangelical Alliance
no less than 200,000 marked Testaments, coloured red, havc been sent
out for distribution amongst the soldiers. Who can say ho\\' great an
effect may be produJed by reading the ,Yord of God under such solemn
circumstances ~
AN officer's prayer, mentioned in a letter by one of the privates
of his force, reminds us of the prayer uf one of the celebrated
Puritan officers offered under similar circumstances. The private
writes :-" Before we started out from the camp, the :'Iajor spoke a
few words to the meu, and then offered up this prayer, 'Almighty
God, if we this day should forget Thee, do not Thou forget us.
Amen,' which I thought was a very nice thing to do." 111'. WINSTO~
CHURCHILL, son of the late Lord RANDOU'H CHURCHILL, and
correspondent of the Morning Post, who was taken prisoner by the
Boers, and escaped from Pretoria, gives, in a 10lJg and graphic
account of his experiences and adventures, a striking testimony to
the efficacy of prayer. He says :-" I found no comfort in any of
the philosophical ideas which some men parade in their hours of
They seemed only fair-weather
ease and ~trength and safety.
friends. I realized with awful force that no exercise of my own
feeble wit and strength could save me from my enemies, and that
without the assistance of that High Power which interferes more
often than we are always prone to admit in the eternal sequence
of causes and effects, I could never succeed. I prayed long and
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earnestly for help and guidance. My prayer, as it seems to me,
was swiftly and wonderfully answered. I cannot now relate the
strange circumstances which followed, and which changed my nearly
hopeless position into one of superior advantage. But after the
war is over, I shall hope to somewhat lengthen this account, and
so remarkable will the addition be that I cannot believe the reader
will complain."
SCEPl'ICll have endeavoured to "make capital" out of the disgraceful'
misuse which the Boers have repeatedly make of the white flag and
of the ambulance cross, deceiving our soldiers by the former and theu
practically murdering numbers of them, and using the latter to mask
their guns and military movements, also deliberately firing upon our
ambulances and hospitals, and massacreing the poor wounded inmates,
and firing at the wounded lying helpless upon the fields of battle.
"See," say the sceptics, "what religion permits, and what your proBut such disgraceful acts as
fessedly God-fearing lllen can do!"
these have nothing to do with religion, and no really God-fearing man
would do them. The Boers make a great profession of religion, and
no doubt many of them are God-fearing men, but with a large number
of them it is to be feared their profession is a mere sham. A
missionary lately in the Transvaal, in the course of a letter to friends
at Newark, says :-" For three years I have been living in the heart
of the Transvaal, and I have watched the Boers very closely. The first
thing that strikes a stranger is their, piety. After one has been among
them for a time the gloss begins to wear ofl', and we find there is far more
professio!l than possession, and we say with an American evangelist
that 'of all humbugs a religious humbug is the biggest.' Taking
them on the whole, the}r religion, their piety, is a farce.
They
interpret the Scriptures to 'meet their own purposes, and their prayers
are that God will bless them and slay the 'cursed Englisl).men.' God
is to them, a God of the Dutch only.
Some people venture to say
the native has been treated little better than a dog. I go further,
and say he has been treated worse than a dog. I have been working
among 2,000 natives, composed of people from the Zambesi to
Capetown. Not one has a good name for the Boers. Dreadful as
it may sound, war was a neeessity. A thousand and one things
called loudly for it. A. Government so foul and corrupt must fall.
The flag of justice and freedom for black and white must wave o'er
the (at present) God-forsaken Transvaal."
THE great Protestant demonstratIOn in the Alber ~ Hall, on the
30th of January, was a distinguished success. Nearly 10,000 persons
were present, and 3,000 applications for tickets had to be refused.
Delegates were present from lllore than seventy provincial organizations,
and representatives from 163 provincial towns in England, Scotland,
and Ireland. The utmost enthusiasm was exhibited, and the following
resolutions were unanimously passed :-1. "That this meeting,
believing the preservation of the Protestantism of the National Church
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to be a matter of paramount importance, and that the revival of the
Mass and of the practice of auricular confession is disastrous to the
spiritual and moral welfare of the nation, pledges itself tu uphold the
principles of the Reformation, as being the only effectual guarantees of
civil and religious liberty." 2." That the failllre of the authorities
to secure the obedience of the law-lJreaking clergy to the decisions of
the Queen's Courts, and the danger to Evangelieal religion occasioned
by the teaching of Romish superstitions, ami by the unblushing
advoeacy of sacerdotal pretensions on the part of a large section of
the clergy of the Church of England, demand an immediate remedy
at the hands of Parliament; and this meeting pledges itself to the
support of any well-considered Bill which will put an end to the
anarchy now prevailing in the Established Church." 3." That this
Meeting, being of opinion that the suppression of the Mass and the
Confessional in the Church of England is, under God, the duty of the
Legislature, and that the control of Parliament is at present the ouly
method by which the voice of the Protestant laity call make itself
effectively heard, hereby resolves to maintain such control, and not
to support any seheme of 'Church Reform' which does not secure
for the laity a voice in the administration of every department of
Church life" These very decided expressions of opinion on the part
uf so vast an audienee ought to have great weight. If they are
ignored and disregarded, ten thousand outspoken Englishmen will
demalll.l to "know the reason why." A telegram was also enthuiSiastically adopted by the meeting, and forwarded by the chairman,
addressed to FIELD-MARSHALL LORD ROBERTS, com!l1anding the forces
in South Africa, in the following terms :-" This meeting of ten
thousand Protestant citizens assembled in the Royal Albert Hall, Oll
J an uary 30th, 1900, under the presidency of the Right Hon. the
EARL of PORTS)IOU'rH, and supportoo by Members of both Houses of
the Legislature, pledges itself to do everything in its power to support
the Executive of the· country in whatever steps are necessary to
bring this war to a speedy and successful termination, and to secure
a lasting and honourable peace; and it prays Almighty God that He
may be pleased to vouchsafe Hi:! protection and guidance to the
officers and men under your command who are so nobly fighting for
the vindication of the honour of their country."
'l'HE Vatican Press- seems to have forgotten its uiSual caution, and
it is betraying the most bitter hostility to England, accusing her of a
desire to set the whole world in flames. The POPE, who could stop
this agitation if he wished, remains silent.
He probably has little
idea of the effect which this rancour may have upon his English
adherents and sympathizers. We hope that it may have a permanent
effect, opening their eyes, and showing them how deadly a foe the
Papacy is to their country.
THE venerable and beloved BISHOP of LIVERPOOL has resigned his
bishopric; and his resignation takes effect on the first day of this month.
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He has issued a touching farewell address to the clergy and laity of his
diocese, in which he says :-" I have resigned my bishopric with many
humbled feelings. As I look ba:ck over the years of my episcopate, I
am conscious that I have left undone many things which I hoped to
have done when I first came to Liverpool. I am equally conscious that
the many things I have had to do with-Meetings, Ordinations, Con"
firmations, and Consecrations-have been done very imperfectly. I
only ask you to remember that I was sixty-four, and not a young man
when I first came hEre, and to believe that amidst many difficulties I
have tried to do my dut,y. But I am thankful that our God is a
merciful God. . . . , Before I leave you, I ask you to accept a few
parting words from an old minister who has had more than fifty-eight
years' experience, and during that time has seen and learned many things.
It is written, "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach
wisdom" (Job xxxii. 7). Let me then charge all the clergy whom I am
about to leave behind me never to negleGt their preaching. Your districts and population may be comparatively small or large. But theminds of your people are thoroughly awake. They will not be content
with dull, tame sermons. They want life, and light, and fire, and love
in the pulpit as well as in the parish. Let them have plenty of it.
Never forget that a lively, Christ-exalting minister will always have a
church-going people. Last, but not least, cultivate and study the habit
of being at peace with all your brother ministers. Beware of divisions.
One thing the children of the world can always understand if they do
not understand doctrine-that thing is angry quarrelling and con.
trovcrsy. Be at peace among yourselves. May God bless you all. In
i1 little time we shall all meet again; many, I hope, on the King's right
hand an'd few on the left. 'rill that time comes I commend you to
God and the word of His grace, which is able to build you up, and
give you an inheritance among them that are sanctified.-I remain,
your affectionate Bishop and lasting friend. " We regret to hear that
the good Bishop is very un well.
\
AN inte!'esting story has recently been published respecting the
late Mr. SPURGEOS and the present Rector of St. Mary's, Newington,
CANON ]J ALMER, showing how happily displltes between good men may
sometimes be avoided. Service was held at St. Gabriel's, one of the
churches in Mr. PALi\IER',; parish, every morning and evening, and a
bell was tolled before each service. Mr. SPURGEON wrote to Mr. PAL)IER
complaining that the Prayer Meeting on Monday evenings at the
Tabernacle was disturbed by the bell (and a yery unmusical bell it is),
and pointed out that St. Gabriel's was not a parish church, and
therefore had no legal right to a bell, and that if the nuisance could not
otherwise be abated he should be obliged to have recourse to the
law. The Rector replied that he hoped he knew more of the Gospel
than he did of the law; that the Gospel would teach him that he was
not to cause annoyance to his neighbours, and that the bellringer
should be told to ring the bell for a few strokes only, and that he
ought to be grateful to Mr. SPURGEON for lightening his labours, as
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the weather was very hot. Mr. SPURGEON replied in the following
kind and. characteristic. letter, now in the Rector's possession:-

"Westwood, Beulah Hill, Apt'it 18th, 1884.
"DEAR MR. PALMER,-I must heartily thank you for your courteous
reply, nay, for your kind Christian ·letter. It is no trouble, but a joy
to write to you. I have been very ill since I returned, but I am now
better,and ilL for work: I am glad the bell rang, and thus led to
your hearty letter. God bless you.-Yours very heartily,
"C. H. SPURGEON."
And the Rector was glad the bell rang too, for it was the occasion of a
friendship with the great preacher which was never interrupted. The
Hector has often been asked about this incident, and so hc thinks it
may, after the lapse of nearly sixteen years, be correctly recorded.
THE latest accounts of missionary work in the New Hebrides are
very encouraging. ERROM_'UWA has sent out ten Christian teachers to
other islands, and pays all the teachers working on its own island.
The last heathen village at Havannah Harbour, Efate Island, where
long ago some Samoan teachers were murdered and eaten, has now
accepted Christianity. The attempted settlement of a Romish priest
hastened the natives' decision. At South 'Vest Bay Station, Malekula,
teachers are so eagerly desired that villages almost fight for each new
teaching couple as they arrive. It is found that medical and surgical
work frequently effects an entrance fur the Gospel in heathen families;
and at ma.ny stations the native converts are freely giving to support
their own teachers-a most encouraging. sign.
.
THE REV. FRED. J. PATON, of Malekula, in the New Hebrides, and
son of the venerable missionary, Dr.. PAl'ON, is now holding all
extensive series of meetings in England and Ireland, and giving somc
most interesting and thrilling particulars of his missionary work.
Dr. PATON, his father, is also holding a large number of meetings ill
America, and he is especially appealing to the President and people
of the United States to join Great Britain in prohibiting traders from
selling opium, guns, ammunition, and intoxicants to the inhabitants of
the New Hebrides, a prohibition which is of essential importance for
their welfare and happiness, and for the progress of missionary work
amongst them.
It is fully. expected that the venerable missionary
will come over to England soon and address some farewell meetings in
large centres, but the time is not yet fixed.
THERE was a rumour circulated in the newspapers lately that one
of the missionaries in the New Hebrides had been murdered, but
happily it turns out to be incorrect. The circumstances which probably
gave rise to the rumour was that an attempt was made to kill one of
the missionaries, Mr. FRANK PA'l'ON, and although it was unsuc0essful
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so far as Mr. PATOK was concerned, it was attended by a very pathetic
incident. Mr. P ATON was asked by the chief of a savage tribe living
in the interior of West Tanna to visit him, and he at once accepted
the invitation, and went; to visit the chief, taking with him a native
teacher named NUMANIAN. After a conference, a missionary service
was held, and the service was on the point of being closed, when the
sharp eyes of the native teacher perceived a man hiding in the bnsh,
only a few yards away from Mr. PATON, with a musket deliberately
levelled and aimed at him. In a moment the brave teacher rushed
between the missionary and his assailant, and he received the fatal
bullet in his own body, falling mortally wounded at his beloved
missionary's feet. Brave fellow! he gave up his life for his pastor.
Another shot was fired by the would-be murderer, but happily it
failed to take effect.
D. A. D.·
SOLID COMFORT FOR AFFLICTED SAIN'rS.
OH the mercy of living above creature dependence, of living by
faith in God, of receiving out of Christ's fulness, of watching the
hand of a Covenant God, having no store in hand, but living from
hand to mouth. "Trust in the Lord, and verily thou shalt be fed."
"My God shall supply all .your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus." I envy not the rich woddling his gold, I envy not
the saints of God their earthly store; there is a time coming when
the riches of the world will not avail the worldling nor the good
things of this world !!upport the dying saint; when nothing short
of a living bith in Christ can sustain the soul. This precious faith,
the gift of God, is of far more value than thriving crops, than
laden trees, than barns full, than sheep in the fold, or herd in the
stall; for those who have these things are often led or left to
rejoice in them; while the dear tried saint exclaims, "I will joy
in the Lord; I will rejoice in the God of my salvation."-Saints'
Treasury, 1831.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRmND SOCIETY.

,,

DURING the past month the Society has lost its most aged pensioner,
Mrs. CHARLOTTE BUCK, of Beccles, who entered into her heavenly
honie at the age of 101. Many recipients have passed away during
the late prevailing sickness, but their places will quiekly be oceupied
by approved candidates, who are looking to the Society as the instrument by which the Lord will provide for their necessities during life.'s
eventide.
The visits of Christian friends will be heartily welcomed at the
Society's Homes. Interviews with the aged pilgrims will be refreshing
to them and to their visitors; a blessing to those who bestow and to
those who receive.
.
The LORD MAYOR has kindly given permission to hold the 93rd
Annual Meeting of the Society at the Mansion House, on Monday,
May 14th.
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The Shadow Lifted; 01', The Home Magnet. By ANNIE LucAs,
Author of Leonie, &c. London: Home Words Publishing Office.
IN an Introductory Note to this volume, the Hev. CHARLES BULLOCK,
Editor of the Fireside, H~ome lVoTCls, &c., says :-" Few modern tales
have secured a more appreciative welcome, or a wider and more immeThe
diate circulation, than ANNIE LucAs' remarkable story Leonie.
Shadow L~fted,o 01', the Home i11arJnet, will be found to be a worthy
companion volume. Higher commendation could not well be given.
The new story is the gifted author's last book. Since it was written
she has been called to the Home of which homes here can only be a
very imperfect type and earnest. 'The shadow' of the earthly home,
of which we often 'dream that it is heaven,' has been 'lifted,' and
the freed spirit, awakening, has found that 'Heaven is Home.' The
special purpose of the tale-to promote home happiness, and throw
light upon the 'shadows' of home discipline-' the clouds' which so
often' break with blessing'--may be fittingly regarded as an expression
and a memory of one whose life's ministry of loving service was a source
of sunshine to many." 'We cordially endqrse Mr. BULLOCK'S remarks.
Church Questions. By the Hev. GILBERT KARNEY, M.A., Vicar of St.
John's, Paddington. London: Elliot Stock.
WE are greatly pleased with this book. Its publication is timely.
It presents, in brief form, and in striking conciseness, the Church of
England's and the Scriptures' teaching respecting the Real Presence,
Eucharistic Sacrifice, Auricular Confession, Prayers for the Dead, the
Nature of a Sacrament, and the Hour of Administration; and it
forcibly and clearly refutes the erroneous ideas which are so commonly
promulgated in the present day respecting those points. It is a book
which many opponents would probably be willing to read, and we
shall be very glad to hear that it is widely circulated.
LOOKING UNTO JESUS.
WE may imagine Christ going to His Father with His bride ill His
hand, and saying thus, " 0 my Father! here is My Church, My spouse,
My queen; here are the saints concerning whom I covenanted with
Thee from eternity, concerning whom I went down from heaven, and
died on earth, and ascending up, I have interceded many hundreds of
years;' concerning whom I went down to judge the world, and having
sentenced them to life eternal, I now bring them in My hand to give
them the possession of Thyself. These are they whom Thou gayest
Me in the beginning of the world, and now I restore them to Thyself
at the end of the world, for they are Thille."· Thus He presents them
to His· Father.
Oh, what springing and exulting in heaven, when
Christ takes the hand of His bride, and gives her into the hand of His
Father.-Isaac Ambrose.

'''.

