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',,"ho com(orteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

THE CROWN RIGHTS OF JESUS.

" He

I

lilUSt

nign till He hath put all enemies under His feet."-

1 CORIN'l'HIANS xv. 25.
LAST month, when our sheets were in the Press, the much-dreaded
stroke of national bereavement fell on the British Empire, and the
sorrow-burdened message went forth from the palace: "The QUEE~
is dead!" The stricken nation bowed its head, and was silent before
GOD, for it was indeed His doing.
Day after day, this chastened
·spirit deepened among all classes of the heloved QUEEN VICTORIA'S
myriad subjects throughout the four quarters of the globe, and the
newspapers recorded at length the unfeigned sorrow felt among
civilized countries far ~md near, not excepting some which are generally supposed to be hostile to England. During the period elapsing
between the decease of our affectionately-revered SOVEREIGN and her
interment at "'indsor, the nation's actiyities were· by unwritten law
held in suspense, and the one all-absorbing topic of public and
domestic life was the irreparable loss which everyone felt he had
personally sustained. The places of worship were crowded with
sombre-clad congregations, the poorest worshippers among' them wearing humble tokens of their bereavement, and displaying in other ways
their unfeigned grief.
Saturday, Febrnary 2nd, was set apart by
the KING as a day of national observance, and while the precious
remains of the best of ENGLISH SOVEREIGNS were being borne to the
,grave in the presence of, probably, two millions of her loyal subjects,
the churches, chapels, and other places of assemblage throughout the
Kingdom gathered millions more to acknowledge GOD'S great goodness in the gift of snch a wise, true, and pious RULER during npwards
,of sixty-three years, and to pray that the beneficent fruit of her
~racious rule and Christian example might be perpetuated under
.the sceptre of her royal SUCCESSOR, KING EDWARD the SEVENTli.
Countless testimonies have been borne by the pulpit and the press to
the personal piety and unostentatious faith of our beloved QUEEN, some
among the most interesting and affecting of them being identified
~vith her religious life in the Highlands of Scotland, as a worshipper
M
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in the. 'Established Presbyterian Church, and as a diligent spiritual
We
worker in the houses of the poor, the sick, and the dying.
earnestly hope that our younger readers, many of whom have not
perused the, two volumes, Om' Life in the Highlands, and More Leaves
from the Journal of a liife in the Highlands, both from HER MAJESTY'S
own pen, will take an early opportunity of acqnainting themselves
with the inner Christian life which Divine grace enabled that excellent
LADY to live through the long, eventful, responsible years of her
reign over us. Her· love of GOD'S 'Word, and her habit of humble,
trustful prayer, seem to bring her into hallowed oneness with our
own souls; and to make us realize that the spiritual life of the house'( hold of faith is not conditioned by social station, by birth, or other
incidents of 'human existence. vVe cannot refrain from extracting a.
few of the entries made in the Royal journal at Balmoral, as far back
as thirty-five years ago. Thus:" At twelve we went to the kirk, where
dear DR. MACLEOD performed the service more beautifully than I ever
heard it. The, sermon was tonching, and most striking and useful.
It touched and struck all. The text was from Genesis iii. 13: 'And
the Lord God. said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast
done 1" And then he showed how we all had a secret life which no
orie knew'bllt God; and showed the frightful danger of living a life
of deception till you deceived yourself, and no longer knew wrong
vYriting on another occasion of the Presbyterian
from right."
service, 'held in the dining-room at Balmoral, HER MAJESTY says:
"There was an opening prayer, then the reading from Scripture,
which was mqst beautifully selected as follows: the twenty-third
chapter of Job, the forty-second Psalm, the fourteenth chapter 'of
St. John-:"some of the first verses, and then from the twenty-third
verse to the' end-and the seventh chapter of Revelation to the end.
All so applicable. After this came another prayer, and then thesermon, entirely extempore,' taken from the twelfth chapter of theEpistle to the Hebl'ews' to the thirteenth verse, also alluding to thetenth chapter;, anq. occasionally turning to the Corinthians.
The
sermon was admirable, all upon affliction, God's love, our Saviour's
sufferings, which God would not spare Him, the blessedness of suffer'ing in bringing us nearer to our eternal home, where we should all
be together, and where our dear ones were gone before us. He [the
chaplain] concluded with another prayer, in which he prayed most
tenderly for me. The children and I were much affected on coming:
upstairs."
Her love of simplicity in all things affecting persona.!
religion and religious worship came out into bold relief in the North
,among the Highlanders, who love plainness and reality rather than
'ornateness and ceremony in their worship of God.
'rhUR ,we find
entry under hand, dated" Balmoral, Sunday, November 5th, 1871,'"
in which the following beautifully simple and natural words occur : ,', At a little before twelve, went to kirk with baby and JANIE ELY,
'-for the first time after a very severe illness-a great pleasm:e to me
who am so fond of (Joi7lg to the dear little church here." In proof
of the QUEEN'S practical godliness, and of her unobtrusive personal
service in: tlie cause of CHRIST, a much esteemed reader of the GOSPEL
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MAGAZINcEhas sent us a newspaper cutting of last month's date, which,
as it 'bears all the marks of authenticity, we quote at length. The
paragraph. is headed, '~A Touching Visit to a Sick Widow," and
runs as follows:'- At a special service ill memory of QUEEN VICTORIA, held in Park
Chapel, Crouch End, the Rev. ALFRED ROWLAND (ex-Chairman of the
Congregational 'Union), !;laid he was allowed by a member of his
congregation to tell an unquestionably true and unpublished story of
the QUEEN'S pity-of her sympathy. A district secretary of the
London City Mission visited a small cottage at Windsor with an oldworIdgarden of sweet-smelling flowers in front, and, on taking a seat
upon a Windsor chair which, had been dusted for him, was told,
, That is' the QUEEN'S chair.' He was then told that one of the Royal
PRINCESSES had stopped her carriage to look at the ,flowers, and upon
'hearing from the daughter that her mother was ill, went in to see her,
The next day another Royal carriage drove up, and the QUEEN herself
'steppedont, with the help of JOHN BROWN. 'And, of course,' the
'daughter told the secretary, 'we were greatly flurried, but the QUEEN
'said,'" Don't be put about; I come not as a QUEEN, but as a Christian
lady. Have yon got a Bible 1" She was given one, and the QUEEN
sat ·do'\vn on the' chair, and said, " I heard from my daughter of your
'long and sad illness, and I came to comfort you." She took mother's
'poor, "fasted hand in hers, and said, "Put your trust in JESUS, a,nd you
'will soon be ina land where there is no pain. You are a widow,
so am I ; we shall soon meet our beloved ones." She then read the
14th chapter of the Gospel according to St. JOHN (' Let not your
heart be troubled '), and then knelt down on the floor and prayed
'for my mother.
That was not the only 'Visit, for always since,
'when the QUEEN came to Windsor Castle, she came to see my mother
once or twice' a week, and always read the Word of GOD, and always
prayed.' "
To this touching', testimony to QUEEN VICTORIA'S quiet service, in
:the name of the LORD JESUS, and to her great love and reverence
for the Word of GOD, other interesting instances might be added.
We cannot, however, omit a recent reference made in the press to
our late SOVEREIGN'S habitual practice of prayer. Thus, the English
Churchman (February 7th), published the following interesting statement. Our contemporary says:" The committee of the Royal Blind Pension Society have adopted
a vote of condolence upon th~ death of her late MAJESTY, who was
patron of the society and a subscriber to its funds. Proposing the
resolution, the president, the DUKE of GRAFTON, K.G., referred to
'his long and intiiuate service as Equerry to her MAJESTY for thirtytwo years.
Great was his regret that he had kept no diary or
-permanent record of the many gracious and kindly actions of which
he had been witness. There was one subject n<,Jt mentioned, in any
!accounts he had seen which he might ,refer to. He alluded to, her
,MAJESTY'S boundless faith in the efficacy of prayer.
When people
:remarked upon the good fortune which usually attended, any p,ubJic
'function in which the QUEEN .was engageq, the common faith, in
M 2
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'QUEEN'S weather,' and upon bel' tact and sound judgment, it was
known to very few (for her piety was never ostentatiously displayed)
tbat sbe certainly always 'sought the blessing of ALMIGHTY GOD in
earnest prayer. And the charitable side of her nature was shown,
not so much in the giving of doles (to which she attached little
importance) as in visiting whenev6r possible, and making sympathetic
inquiry after those in sickness and trouble, whether they were the
humblest cottagers on her estates or her nearest and dearest
relations."
These touching evidences of the deep personal piety of England's
now departed RULER will deepen in all Christian hearts a sense of
the unprecedented loss sustained by the nation. And now that the
sceptre and crown have passed into other hands, we loyally hail
-the accession to the vacant throne of -the lawful heir, " being
Protestant," EDWARD the SEVENTH, and fervently pray that by Divine
grace he may be enabled to follow in the footsteps of his revered
mother, as he declared he intended to do whcn, in January, he met
his Privy Council for the first time. In the highest and best sense
of the words, we offer up for him the petition, "God save the
Knw I"
"
,
By right of birth the QUEEN'S eldest son ascends the thr6ne, on
condition, of course, that he make the statutablc Declaration against
the Idolatry of the Church of Rome, and duly take the Protestant
coronation oath.
These necessary forms are of the essence of the
SOVEREIGN'S compact with the nation,' and ca1mot; be dispensed with
until laws fundamental to the Constitution be' repealed, by the expr-ess
will of the KING'S subjects.
And if we transfer our thoughts to the KI~G of kings, it is by
?'ight of birth, too, that He sits on the throne of the universe, and
is "Head over all things to the Church, which is His body." It
has pleased the Father that in Him all fulness should dwell, and
that as the Sovereign Mediator all power should be His, both in
heaven and earth. The sonship carries with it heirship. "God hath
in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He hath appointed
Heir of all things" (Heb. i. 2). "For the Father loveth the Son,
and sheweth Him all things that Himself doeth" (John v. 20). "The
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the
Son; that all men should honour- the Son -even as they honour the
Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoUl'cth not the Father
which hath sent Him " (verses 22, 23). "For as the Father hath life
in Himself, so -hath He given t.o the Son to have life in Himself;
and hath given Him authority to execute judgment also, 'because
He is Son of Man" (verses 26, 2i). -His kingdom includes the heavens
as -well' as the earth, the world as well as the Church, and hell as
well as the world. Ascended to the right hand of the Majesty on
high, CHRIST sitteth a King for ever. 'l'he FATHER set His glorified
Son on the throne of all thrones, "far above all principality, and
power, and, might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: alld hath
put all things under His feet" (Eph. i. 21, 22). True," we see not
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yet all things put under His feet" (Heb. ii. 8), but by faith we
behold the realization of the Divine cuunsels in this respect, and
we do "see JESUS, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crou'ned with glory and honour" (verse 9).
And we are fully assured that "He must reign" till death itselfthe last enemy of GOD'S people-be subdued unto His sceptre. The
meritorious work of JESUS, both under the law and under the curse,
has made justice His debtor and it is incontrovertibly due to Him
that all enemies should be put under His feet. It is also due to
Him that He should possess in glory the BRIDE for whom He gave
Himself a ransom. She must needs sit at His side when He comes
The marriage supper of the LAMB is an event to
in His kingdom.
which both CHRIST in glory and His saints on earth are looking
forward in blissful confidence.. Oh what a sunrise will that advent be !"
Beloved fellow-belie\'ers, let us live on this blessed hope.
It is a
hope that cannot make ashamed, It is an anchor of the soul, both
sure and steadfast. It entereth within the veil. Its power. to
sustain our hearts amid present sorrows, conflicts, and afflictions is
all-sufficient. Our eyes shall yet see the KING in His beauty, and our
ears shall yet hear His gracious voice: "Come, ye blessed of My
FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
THE EDITOR.

CALLED.
"Called with an holy calling."-2

TmOTHY

i. 9.

CALLED from Satan's servitude
Called to bow, as Simon bowed,
Bya Master high' . 'Neath His cross of .hame;
By the One who called the twelve
Called to bear reproach and scorn
In the days gone by.
For His holy name.
Called to sit, as Mary sat,
At His sacred feet;
Called to learn the law of love
At His" mouth" " most sweet."
Called to Ilerve, as Martha served,
In His presence, here;
Called to minister to Him
In His brethren dear.
Called to lean, as John once
leaned,
On His stainless breast·;
Called to find serene reprose
'Mid the world's unrest..

Called to fight, as Paul long
fought,
With His foes malign ;
Called to be a conqueror
Through His power divine.
Called to walk, as two once walked,
N ear His wounded side;
Called to hold communion, now,
With the crucified.
Called to .. look on Him" at last,
Called to " see His face"
(As the white-robed see it aye),
In His dwelling-place.
IBA.

IF we have 60d for our portion, though e,erything else is swept
from us, we shall do well.-Howels..
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"OTHER REFUGE HAVE I

NONE."

" The Lord also uul be a rejuge jm' the oppressed, a 1 ejuge in t-i1Jwr
oj trouble. And they that know Thy name will put their trust i7~
Thee: jar Thou, Lord, hast not jorsaken them that seek Theeo"PSALU ix. 9, 10.
.
IT is reported of one that he was asked, "If the canopy of heaven
were a bow, and the earth a cord thereof,-if calamities were the
arrows, and mankind the marks for them, and if the Almi~hty and
unerring GOD were the Archer-to whom should the sons of men
fly for protection 7" The answer given was, "The sons of men-must fly unto the LORD." This question is said· to have been
addressed to a Mahommedan caliph. The answer is remarkable, as
proceeding from such a source. -Whence was it derived 7 At any
rate, the Word of GOD makes p~ain the truth, that, in the case of
all gracious believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST, they find in His
bosom the only refuge which meets the needs of weary and heavyladen souls. "Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be."
As the magnet secretly, silently, bnt potently attracts the needle unto
itself, so does the glorified MAl' of SORROWS di'aw into His blessed
embrace the tempted and afflicted objects of His redeeming love.
A divinely constituted suitability in the heart of JESUS for the
distressed ones constrains them to flee unto Him for pity and
relief. Harbours of refuge are built for ships in perjl and distress.
"Then are they glad because they be quiet; and He bringeth them
unto their desired ° haven" (Psalm cvii. 30). Who should succour if
not He - whom the winds and the sea obey 7 "He maketh the
storm i- calm, so that the waves thereof are still." Whether the
tempest blow from a spiritual or a temporal quarter of the believer's
experience,
"There is a calm, a safe retreat,
'Tis found beneath the mercy-seat."
0

°

The strife and stress of the believer's lot on earth are designed, in
the secret counsels of JEHOVAH, to bear him onward and upward to
the prepared place where the wicked one must needs cease from
troubling, and the tempest-tossed voyagers to Zion be at rest. The
ever open arms of CHRIST invite the weary Bride to flee unto Him
and lie passive there. It is then her sweet privilege to sing-'
°

0

-" Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,
There by His love o'ershadowed,
Sweetly my soul shall rest."
Nowhere less safe, or less privileged, is the abiding-place, of the
meanest-and least of God's poor saints.
The delight of the Saviour of sinners is to receive them-with
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all their sorrows and sins-at the Mercy-seat.
Never was' truer
word spoken, unadvisedly, by the lips of man than that ill-meant
saying of the murmuring Scribes and Pharisees, "This Y[an receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them" (Luke xv. 2). Yes, He eats with
sinners who experimentally hunger after Him a~ the. Bread of Life.
Communion with the humble in heart and contrite in spirit is' His
supreme joy, for therein His Father is glorified.
Then it is that
" fruit" is brought forth, even the fruit of the Spirit, and, as He
Himself has declared, "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit, so shall ye be My disciples" (John xv. 8). Indeed, the
glory of the Father is sought in all His dealings with the souls
of His people. We' are apt to overlook this yery important fact.
vVe dwell too much on our "own things," and fail to appreciate
the wider, deeper, and more far-reaching object the Lord Jesus has
"I do always those
ever in view, namely, to please the Fathe1·.
things that please Rim" (John ix. 29). "Those things" inClude every
dispensation of grace and providence which conce~·ns the humblest
member of His blood-ransomed flock. It is this fundamental truth'
which serves to explain the mysteries of temptation, fear, depression,.
distress, and soul-darkness among the dcar children of God. Not
only the songs of gladness, but the night-songs of the pilgrims of
Zion are tuned· by the same hand, and are ordained to show forth
the praise of the Father-which they always do at the set time.
This deeply experimental verity may wcll be illustrated by the
teaching of Psalm cxlvii. 12-20. This section of Holy Writ begins
and ends with "Praise the Lord." Between those two exhortations
to offer praise to J ehovah there arc to be found ten reasons; or
grounds, for Zion's praise. It is, indeed, like "an instrument of ten
strings" (Psalm xxxiii. 2), on which thc spiritual worshipper may
"play skilfully with a loud noise" (verse 3). 'rhe notes vary widely.Some are pitched in a high, others in a very low tone. Yet there is
no discord discoverable. They stand related to one another in the
purest, happiest harmony.
The entire gamut of the believer's
experience is included in the Divine arrangement. The theme which
runs throughout the composition is one-only one. One word is
dominant from first to last in the Hallelujah song-it is "HE"!
Jehoyah Himself is the supreme burden of Zion's praises. "For He
hath strengthened the bars of the gates; He hath blessed thy
children within thee. He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth
thee with the finest of the wheat. He sendeth forth His commandment upon earth: His word runneth yery swiftly. He giveth snow
like wool: He scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. He casteth forth
His ice like morsels: who can stand before His cold ~ He sendeth
out His Word, and melteth them: He causeth His wind to blow,and
the waters flow.
He showeth His word unto Jacob, His statutes
and His judgments unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any
nationj and as for His judgments they have not known them."
Thus it is seen that Jehovah makes a difference between the Church
and the world. He hath not dealt with· the world as He hath with·
the redeemed. Only the Israel of God, therefore, can sing this song.)
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No natural man can sing it, or any note of it. "And they sung as it
were a new song before the throne . . . . . al~d no man could learnthat song but the himdred anJ forty and four thousand which were
redeemed from tl:.e earth" (Rev. xiv. 3). Thus it is that the God of
infinite grace manifests Himself unto His own chosen and called
people as He does not unto the world. Let the dear exercised ehild
of God, then, examine the wonderful "instrnment of ten strings"
which is placed in his hands by the God of his salmtion, and wait
upon the "Spirit of praise" for inspiration in its use. Surely,
among those ten grounds for praise and thanksgiving there is one
which most nearly accords with his soul's secret experience, and upon
that note let him dwell till " the fire kindle" and the heart be melted
into worship. "'fhe works of the Lord" are worthy to be had in
remembrance, and they are" sought out of all them that have pleasure
therein." His gracious and His providential works in and for His
blood-bought ones are great. honourable, glorious, powerful, true, and
lasting. "Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy; and hath gathered them out
of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north and
from the south."
The vocation of the ransomed of the Lord is to magnify the free
iavour which saves them "unto the uttermost." They that know
His name will assuredly put their trust in Him, and their faith,
though humble, and liable to many fluctuations, will always centre
in His promises. Other refuge have they none.
They need n()
other. There is, indeed, no other. Oh, brethren beloved, be it ours
to rely only on the strong arm of Covenant omnipotence. That arm
cannot grow weary or weak. It will never be withdrawn from the
soul that leans humbly and implicitly upon it. "Thou, Lord, hast
not forsaken them that seek Thee." The cry of spiritual need ever
enters into the ears of J ehovah-Sabaoth, and sets in motion Hisperforming hand. Rather shall all nature fail than that the hopeof the Lord's needy and poor people should perish. When a company
of affrighted Israelites-but just delivered from Egyptian slaverycried out in their helplessness and distress, the very sea heard it
and -fled, and a highway was opened through the mighty deep that
the ransomed of the Lord might pass over! Oh, little ones, weak
ones, troubled ones-" the Lord will -be a l'efuge for the oppressed,
a refuge in times of trouble." Is not His promise sure ~ Is it not
enough for you, and for me ~
Olif/on.
J. O.
FAITH is a good housekeeper and a good doctor; she applies the
bitter herbs to strengthen the stomach, promote appetite, and help
digestion, as well as the roasted lamb, that the heart may know
its own bitterness as well as its own joy. All Christ's garments
smell of myrrh and aloes, and with myrrh and aloes He was
embalmed when dead, and these two attend all those who share in His.

death.-Hunti7l9ton.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
(ESTHER V. ,9.)
(Oontinued from page 92.)

"THEN went Hamanft1l'th ,that day ,joyful and with a glad heart:
but when Raman saw Mordecai in tlie:klng's gate, that he stood not
up, nor moved for him, ·he was full of indignation against Mordecai."
This is a book 'of strong contrasts-light and shade, joy abiding and
joy evanescent. We are here led from contemplation of Esther's
"deep, pure well of love" and joy as she basked in the sunshine of
the favour of her royal husband, feasting him and delighting in his
presence, to contrast the mingled joy and gladness in the heart of
Raman, with indignation swelling his bosom against the man who
would ultimately bring all his wicked devices to nought. " '1'he
triumphing of the wicked is short;" "The joy of the hypocrite is
but for a moment." The just man, standing firm in his integrity,
bowed not to the contemptible plotter of destruction for his people,
nor did reverence to the vile person who was the tool of Satan,
" a child of the devil, the enemy of all righteousness." Seeing that the
friend of such men is the enemy of God, let us seek grace to have
this manly, unbending attitude towards all in places of eminence
whose actions show they are full of the subtilty of the old serpent.
" Nevertheless, Raman refrained himself: and when he came home,
he sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife." His plot was
not yet ripe, so he restrained his fury, and gave vent to his jubilation
at the unique honour conferred upon him to banquet with the king,
at the queen's request, by calling together his friends and his wife,
that they may feast with him at home, that they may hear of his
aggrandisement, and minister to his pride of heart.
"And Raman told them of the glory of his riches and the
multitude of his children, and all the things wherein the king had
promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the princes and
scrvants of the king." What a type he is of the man of the world,
having the spirit. of this world, sacrificing to the great idol, SELF!
glorying in his riches (Jer. ix. 23), glorying in the multitude of his
children, and their prosperity, as Psalm xvi. describes it: "The men
of the world, which have their portion in this life, whose belly thou
fillest .with Thy' hid treasure j they are full of children, and leave
the rest of their substance to their babes." Raman had reached the
pinnacle of royal favour too: what could he lack more?
"Raman said, moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man
come in with the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but
myself, and to-morrow am I invited unto her also with the king."
Row mightily self-importance swells the human heart with noxious
pride, except theirs who have been humbled by Divine grace, and
who have learnt of the great Example to be "meek and lowly in
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heart." Alas! seeds of the same venomous pride are in all our
hearts, which the great enemy seeks to cultivate. We have "a
tinder·box within," as a gracious man once said; quickly ignited
and fanned into a flame 1 It is a picture that finds a proof copy
in every unrenewed heart, and a less distinct impression in the flesh
that remains in them that are regenerate, and but for the subduing
restraint of the Holy Spirit would soon be "set on fire of hell."
But the crowning token' of favouritism lay in Esther's invitation
to banquet again to-morrow; a feast prepared only for the king
and him-no man but myself-the chosen guest out of a great
nation, for so intimately royal an occasion, 80 select a company!
Alas! it is a fact of our time-state, that the Church, represented
by Esther, cannot prepare a banquet of wine for the special object
of the king's presence at the table without the presence of Haman
too-the false, treacherous enemy of the King and His loved ones
will be there too! Our King endured Judas there and knew it when
He bade them prepare (:Ylatt. xxvi. 17), just as Esther prepared
for Haman also.
" Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the
Jew sitting at the king's gate." This one bitter ingredient poisoned'
his whole cup, neutralised his joy, and marred his exultation.
"Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, Let a
gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and to-morrow speak thou unto
the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon, then go thou
in merrily with the king unto the banquet.
And the thing
pleased Haman, and he caused' the gallows to be made." A .wicked
man's associates will usually be evil counsellors. vVe know a man
by his friends. "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but
a companion of fools shall be destroyed ,. (Prov. xiii. 20). Zeresh
is as ready to prompt Haman to put a righteuus man to death for
his own ends as was Jezebel to plan and carry out the stoning of
Naboth that Ah.ab her husband might seize his inheritance; and in
both cases that judgment should fall upon them3elves, for "he that
diggeth a pit shall fall into it" (Eccles. x. 8). The "let" of
Psalm xxxv. is God's imperativl;J, so shall it be.
"Let destruction
come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch
himself; into that very destruction let him fall" (Psalm xxxv. 8).
" Let a gallows be made fifty cubits high; " raise it up high, the drop
will be greater! ~'and to-morrow speak thou unto the king." "Go to now,
ye that say, To-day or to-morrow; whereas ye know not what shall be
For what is your life? It is even· a vapour, that
on the morrow.
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away" (James
iv. 13, 14).
"Speak thou unto the king,: that Mordecai may be hanged
thereon." Favourite of the king, you have only to ask and obtain.
How they foster his pride that goeth before destruction!
"Then go thou in merrily with the king unto the banquet." .Just so
did Jezebel encourage bel' wicked husband; "Arise and eat bread, and
let thine heart be merry," ignoring the fact, as both did, that "the
end of that mirth ~s heaviness."
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"And the thing pleased Haman, and he caused the gallows.
be made."
""Voe to them that are' wise in theit· own
"Every way of a man is right in his mm eyes: but
eyes."
the Lord considereth the hearts" (Prov. xxi. 2). How shall
Mordecai escape such a trap, a snare so skilfully laid, so suddenly
devised and secretly carried on 1 "If God be for us, who can be
against us 1" "He disappointeth the devices of the crafty so that
their hands cannot perform their enterprise. He taketh the wise in
their own cr"a{tiness, and the counsel of the frow;~rd is carried
headlong" (Job v. 12, 13).
to

(CHAPTER

vr.)

"NQw as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the
earth by [beside, R.V.] thc living creatures for each of the four faces
thereof. The appearance of the wheels and their work waS like unto
the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their
appearance. and their work was as it were a wheel within [in
the midst 01' middle qf] a wheel." This remarkable portion of Ezekiel's
prophecy seems to be illustrated here; and is as. a key to the events
which follow as a chain of wondrous interworking and intermingling
providences to bring to pass the preservation of "the lii'ing creatures: "
God's people, His "pecnliar treasure," called "the living who praise
Him," in Isaiah xxxviii. 19. "Everyone that is written among the
living in. Jerusalem" (Isaiah iv. 3), corresponding to those" whose
names are in the book of life" (Phil. iv. 3). '\ Alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 11), for all not quickened by the
Spirit are" dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1). "New creatures
in Christ Jesus." "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature"
(2 Cor. v. 17). The Prophet beheld one wheel close beside these
living crea,tures in their four faces or aspects, its revolutions affecting
them intimately on the earth, and like the colour of a beryl -a sea,
green-the hue of the sea when the atmosphere above and around is
cloudy, misty, and foggy, the way not discernible: "as it were a wheel
within a wheel." Blessed consideration 1 however the great adversary
may attempt to turn the wheel of fortune or chance against one of
these living ones, there is a wheel in the midst of every other wheel
whose important movement carries the whole mechanism a,long with it!
Small it may be, for "God hath chosen the foolish things to con~
found the wise, and the weak things of the \I-odd to confound the
mighty."
" Rejoice, ye saints, in every state.
Divine decrees remained unmoved!
No turn£> of providence abate
God's care of those He once has loved! "
"On that night could not the king sleep" (verse 1). What a small
matter to be recorded by the pen of the Almighty! Yet the night
before would have been too soon-the night after, too late!
" God never is before His time.
He never is behind! "
As our main object is not so much exposition as gleaning :cars ,Qf
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corn, whence we may deri,'e spiritual sustenance in our pilgrimage, we
pause to make some practical observations on this matter of sleeplessness. ." So He giveth His beloved sleep" (Psalm cxxvii. 2). God
gives sleep! He withholds it! Alas! how many hundreds of times
He has bestowed this precious, invigorating boon upon us, and we have
taken it so much a matter of course as scarcely to thank the Giver,
saying with the Psalmist, "I laid me down and slept: I awoke, for the
Lord sustained me;" the one miracle as great as the other! for He
only grants the slumber and the awaking. When, therefore, he
permits us not to sleep, it is no "chance that happened to us," for
with Him is no chance, but wise design, and we are wise in seeking to
. know it, instead of attributing to second causes, to some natural reason
for wakefulness.
Is is not well to search our heart and inquire of the Lord '1 Is there
some secret· sin I am ignorant of 1 0 Divine Spirit, graciously bring it
to mind that I may confess it, and have peace, through fresh application
of the cleansing blood, and a conscience void of offence! Is there some
little service Thou wouldst have me do 1 some needy one to C9,re for 1
Show me \yhat Thou wilt have me to do, and then, like Daniel, we
may say, "Afterward I rose up and did the king's business." Surely
sleeplessness is a call to intercessory prayer for others, and to communion with Him who spent whole nights thus! a special season for
"hearkening to the voice of His Word" in the stillness of night.
"Hearken to me, my people," "What I tell you in darkness that speak
ye in light." Some of His most direct teaching and sweetest visits ~re
realized when we are tossed upon the bed, as the disciples on the stormy
deep-mentally tempest-tossed with grief, anguish, perplexity, and a
wounded spirit. Perhaps few escape the experience of Elijah, Job, and
Jonah, who requested to die, in bitterness of spirit; yet" in the fml,1'th
watch of the night Jesus appears, walking on the sea, sti1ling it.'!turbulence, calming the spirit, soothing the troubled soul. "It is I,
be not .afraid." It-whatever the poignant circumstances may beit is but for the manifestation of My love, tender grace, and ever·
present help.. I am with thee. I will hold thy right hand, saying, Fear not, I will help thee. It-this painful discipline is
My will concerning thee: I will be seen in the issue, makil1g .• an
things work together for good" to My loved one. Thou canst not
be spared this painful lesson, or its blessed result. Let us remember
it is written of Him, "Though He were a Son, yet learned He
obedience by the things which He suffered," and when the conflict
is past, we shall rejoice to have known "the fellowship of His
sufferings ! "
"On that night"! A volume of experience is couched in the
clause; yea, volumes of forebodings of evil and bewildering dilemmas;
"the dread to-morrow;" the darkening future; the present pain; the
anticipated operation; the weary watch by the beloved sufferer; the
shrinking from the parting; the anguish of spirit .:-yet times of
marvellous sustaining also: "nether springs" of consolation welling
up; "upper springs" of divine love-whisfers coming down to meet the
heart-cry going up; promises sparkling with the dews of night a&
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.never seen before in the day-time.. "The dew lay all night upon ,my
branch," as .Tob said: deep mysteries of the Word unfolded, as
Zechariah beheld the golden candlestick, and the precious living and
unfailing. source of light, when he was waked "as a man that is
wakened out of his sleep "-the light shone upon the darkness, and
deep things were shown to his wondering gaze! So also in the night
the power is given to wrestle, and ultimately to prevail, though not by
human might, until the blessing and "the new nll:ll).e" ar,e given,
making that night memorable for evermore; and such nij?;hts as these
far outvie nights of sleep; the transition so graciously granted from
distress to inward peace and joy, and so often followed by the tender
majesty of Love soothing the wearied frame into gentle slumber.
"So He giveth His beloved sleep." "Upon that night could not the
king sleep." Upon how small a pivot the wheel revolves for the
security of the" living creature," and from what appeared inevitable
destruction on the morrow to advance Mordecai to great honour. It
illustrates another vision of the prophet Zechariah:" I saw by night,
and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the
myrtle trees that were in the bottom" (Zech. i. 8).
All the
sympathies of the God-man are with His l)ruised, pres~ed, and oppressed myrtles, who thus emit fragrance delightful to Him; so He
stands among "the trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,"
and is seen riding upon a red horse for the destruction of their foes.
Thus "by night" He interposes for the preservation of His myrtle,
Mordecai (bilter';bhlising, or tkat' is .bruised), and "on that night
could not the ,~ing sleep "-couldnot-no means availed by which
"Tir~d nature'ss~eet restorer, balmy)'ileep," could visit the king's
Ylomentous issues were involved in it, and Hadassah
eyelids.
(1<:sther), another myrtle of the King of kings, shall have her petition
and request facilitatedbj the wakefulness of the king.
Here occasion is afforded to pay a tribute of loyal affection to
the memory of our- beloved QUEEN VICTORIA, whose sleeplessness
was apremonitol'Y symptom of the attack of apoplexy by which
our God so tenderly, without pain or long protracted illness, gently
took her redeemed spirit to be for ever with the Lord, leaving
thfl casket to receive world-wide honour from the nations of the
earth and this great empire.
He took a young girl and taught.
her from the early age when she first discovered her proximity
to the crown of Great Britain, her own insufficiency and the great
l'esponsibility of being called to govern so great a people.
And
when the intelligence reached her in the early hours of morning,
her expressions remind us of Solomon's,' "I am but a little child,
I knolV not how to go out or come in;" so that she turned
immediately to' Him for help "by whom kings reign an.d princes
decree justice," and asked the ARCHBISHOP to pray for her; so the
first act of her reign was supplication, and repeatedly has been public
thanksgiving and praise., "Them that honour Me I will honour."
As we look back and read the records of the VICTOREAN era, we
are amazed at the faithfulness of God in bestowitlg upon her such
statesman-like wisdom in counsel, penetration'in political difficulties,
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~~d extensive influen~e with other' sovereigns. Thus we regard her
as set on high, on a pinnacle of greatness, by Divine purpose, to
show to the world what He can enable a Christian' 'voman to do, and
shOw a humble disciple of the Lord Jesus, loving s~mplicity of life and
wot-ship-persevering in a steady course of practical duty-can adorn
every relation ill" life and make the simplest action sublime. Thus.
enabled by grace, she 'became a pattern to other royal families and
per sllbjects,as a QUEEN and EMPREss-a wife, a mother, a mistress,
and a friend. of'the suffering and poor, as well as an attached OTIe
,6f, those of," noble' birth who were permitted the royal friendship.
Glqry to our God that it may be said of her, in measure, as shefollowed His- 'footsteps who went about doing good, "The life was
the light of men." ,. Now, in the words of one of her' favourite
hymns, she realizes, the rapture" Father of Jesus, love's Reward, '
What rapture will it be,
Prostrate before Thy throne to lie,
And gaze and gaze on Thee?"
:Mayour own God. blesS~ING EDWARD VII. and QUEE~ ALEXANDRA,,.
giving them the samespir~t, that they may uphold our Protestant
'Constitution, worship, and privileges, or this great nation will have·
.reached its zenith,. and go down as rapidly in the scale of nations
a.sRoman 8atholi6' countries have done. Let us "continue in prayer,'"
:remembering the exhortation by the Apostle, 1 Timothy i1. 1, 2.
Leicestel·.
,MAR)';.
I

I
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST ,-,
HIS DYING PRAYERS.
" He is altogether lovely."-SoLoMoN's SOl\G v. 16.
;"
"Tlten'said JCS'l("s; Father, fm'give them."-LuKE xxiii. 34.
WE-,tenderly"cherish the remembrance of the last utterances of dying'
.frierids, and 'attach peculiar importance and reverence to the supplications, of their departing spirits. The loveliness of the Lord Jesns is,
'blliss!3dly illustrated in the petitions Hc breathed forth at the time'
of 'His dee,pest humiliation and suffering, when hanging on the cursed
tree. He then bore the stroke of avenging jnstice, atoning for sins.
not' His own. The utmost stretch of imagination fails to estimate
'the enormous' weight and e~ceeding bitterness of those sufferings by
\"hieh He 'was overwhelmed. His voice was raised thl'ee times during'
th,e extremity of' His agony, in appeal to His Father. First, for His,
'eneinicS'; secqndly, for help in His desolation ; and, thirdly, when' He
fi'nal,(y co~mended His spirit to God..
" '
1.' c.aRIST's PRAYER FOR HIS ENE~IIES. "'Vhen they were come to,
,the'place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and
,the malef~ctors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.
'Then, said, Jesus, Father., forgive them; for they know not 'what
'they ao ""'(Luke xxiii., 33). It is certainly a most instructive' fact,
"tha:t in-the commencement of the Crucifixion;' when every nel;ve of'
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His holy body was racked with inconceivable anguish and intimsest
pain, the very first' care of Jesus was not for His own grievous
sufferings,but, for others; and not only so, He hastens to express
the most tender and merciful compassion for those who caused His
ineffable torture! There stood the hardened Roman 'soldiers for whom
He prayed, callously carrying out the orders of their superiors in
killing Him, and while He was dying on the cross to which they
had nailed Him, they were casting lots for His raiment.
Still more deeply dycd in the guilt of the murder of the, Innocent
One were the Jews,' at' whose instigation and by whose' contrivem'ent
-it was accomplished. Yet Jesus prayed for THEM! Wondrous love,!
Divine compassion! . The!!' had cried, "His blood be on our heads."
They had thus' called down eternal vengeance' on themselves. He,
in the majesty of His pity, invoked the pardon of Heaven for them;
and even, so to speak, palliated their crime to the utmost. Malice
was met by mercy. :Jesus pleaded for forgiveness for His murderers:
"Father, forgive them."
What is forgiveness 1 Of it the best of men have need; and when
received, it makes the brightest Christian, feel himself the worst.
Forgivencss or pardon is an act of God's sovereign grace, by which
sin is blotted out, and ,its punishment remitted for the sake, and by
virtue of the atoning blood, the substitntionarj suffering!;;, and the
imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus sinners are
reconciled 'to God-the cause of alienation, sin, being eternally i·eniqv'ep.
(Micah xii. 18, 19). The poet s i n g s - '
'

,

.

" How high a privilege 'tis to know
Our sins are all forgiven;
,
To bear about this, pledge below,
, This special grant9f heaven."

The kn6\\~iedge of forgiveness comes through the intercession of the
'Lord ',Jesus,'and is made known by the inward witnessing of ,the
Holy Ghost. ,He alone savingly convinces of sin, works repentance,
and in due time seals home the assurance of forgiveness; which at
first, it may bc, is only dimly apprehended by Hope; but in the end,
it is blcssedly and fully received by Faith. This is sound experience.
All short of it will utterly fail in the time of trial. Unforgiven souls,
whatever profession may be made, will utterly perish! Reader!
how stands the case. with thy soul ~ Art thou pardoned 1
Now, mark the pity and grace of the dear Redeemer's language;
whilst Hc seems, if,wc may so put it, to make all the excuses He can
for them-" They know not what they do!" How gentle and tender
,was the spirit of Ohrist! "If any man have not the spirit of Christ,
he is none of His." A second time Jesus lifts up His ,oice in prayer.
Overwhelmed with sorrow He cried. 2. FOR HELP IN HIf> DESOLATIOK. "About the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eh, Eli, lama sabachthani 1 that is to
say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me1" (Matt. xxvii. 46).
The chief priests, scribes, and elders, together with the thieves
'crucified with Him, all united in m:)cking His snfferings, reviling
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His sacred Person, and ridiculing the salvation He had proclaimed.
"He saved others [they said], Himself He cannot save." Little did
they think He was, then accomplishing the salvation of His people!
For three hours dense, darkness oyershado\yed-all the land while these
things were being done. Heavy was,tfu.e. !Qagof sin the dear Saviour
was bearing into the land of silence as the antitypical Scapegoat.
The vials of wrath entailed by th~t sin were, being poured out.
"Deep called nnto deep." The depths of the Church's iniqnity
called unto the depths of Divine vengeance: All met on Him
(Isaiah liii.6, marg.). But the d~epest d(jep, and the bitterest drop
in that overwhelmingly bitter cup of sorro~v was unquestionably the
hidings of His Father's face; the \\'ithholding of those gracious
manifestations of His Father's love, which had so often cheered Him
in the griefs He had endured whilst trave.ning through this vale of
tears as "the Man of sorrows." ~Iark how" In loud complaint'! He spendil His breath,
While hosts of hell. and powel's of death,
And all the sons of malice join
To execute their cursed design."
Moreover, Jesus trod the winepress alone, of the people there was
none with Him. Where were His disciples ~ Most had fled, and the
rest were helplessly looking on, full of eonfusion and dismay at
seeing events turn out so contrary to their expectations; for they
had supposed He would have restored the earthly kingdom of
David; instead of which He was crncified with thieves. Under the
accumulation of miseries, Jesus' cried, "Aiy God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me 1"
The ,heing forsaken by His Father was the
chief cause of His anguish. All other sorrows were eclipsed by this.
So will it ever be with His tried disciples-learners in His school,
.
followers' in His steps.
.The bitter sufferings of His holy soul forced the pathetic question
from His holy lips, "Why hast, Thou forsaken Me 1 ' I , Just as
if (as man) He ,scarcely knew the fup cause of the hidings of His
Father's face. ,In this, indeed, He sympathizes with His saints,
'for they, in their measure, travel the same perplexing path. In
His dying agony Jesus endured the greatest soul-darkness. But"Those dreadful sufferings of Thy Son
Atoned for sins which we had done."
Under the gloom He appealed to His Father.
Sweet example!
Those who stood by heard the cry, but altogether misunderstood its
import. Then, as now, the words of Jesus were not comprehended.
Each put his own construction upon them, and each was wrong.
Once more the voice of the, Crucified One was heard in prayer,
.as He yielded Himself to the .cold emhrace of death. The third
time He prayed3. JESl!S CO!>DlENDED HIS DEPARTl:\'G SOuL TO GOD. His hour was
now come, and. aiter a loud cry, He said, "Father, into Thy hands
I commit }Iy spirit," and then He died.
Certain circumstances
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connected with the death of Jesus so demonstrated His divinity
as to greatly impress the mind of the centurion who stood with
his men on guard, causing him to exclaim, "Certainly this was
a righteous man." The sudden rending of the temple veil was a most
astonishing portent. It has often' been remarked, that the fact
of the rent being from the top to the bottom shows it was done by no
human hand. God miraculously interposed to show in this significant
manner that the way into the "holiest of all" was open to all
" comers" through the entering in of the great High Priest, whose
death was the fulfilment, and therefore the term.ination, of
the whole Jewish ceremonial worship. The great Sacrifice was
offered once for all.
The Substance having come, the shadows
were no longer needed. Finished was the ancient worship, because
all its types were fulfilled in Jesus.
Finished now were His
sufferings.
Finished" was Love's redeeming work."
Finished
was the robe of righteousness. Finished was that spotless life. With
one final gasp J eSlls breathed out His soul in the precious commendatory petition, "Father,' into Thy hands I commend My spirit."
Thus Jesus' died, accomplishing. in His death His Father's will.
Great is the mystery, and infinite the merit of that death. The soul
of the Lord' Jesus was parted for a season from His body; yet the
perfection of· His' humanity was never marred for one moment.
Divinity sustained His human nature in the sufferings preceding
death; Divinity stamped an ineffable value upon His death; Divinity
preserved His holy body from corruption in the' grave. He was still
God, then and there; and"Divinity back to His frame
The life He had yielded restored."
Christ's dying prayer has pointed out the way to bliss for all dying
Christians. Probably no ransomed soul has ever consciously taken
its flight from these lower regions to the Paradise of God, but what
the dear Saviour's petition-" Father, into Thy hands I commit My
spirit "-has been the final desire. "uttered or unexpressed," in the
solemn moment of dissolution. Like his Lord and Master, the child
of grace" enters heaven by prayer."
Bath.
E. C.
As the sails of a ship carry it into the harbour, so prayer carries
us to the throne and bosom of God; but as the sails cannot of themselves speed the progress of a veRsel unless filled with a favourable
breeze, so the Holy Spirit must breathe upon our hearts, or our prayers
will be lifeless and cold.-Toplady.
How precious is He who hung upon the cross to those who have any
view of themselves or of sin that is just! Here I must live, here I
must die, .looking to my Maker as dying upon the tree. If I -perish,
let me perish here.' No! -Hope breaks in upon me big with immortality. How strong that lariguage, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will
in no wise cast out."-Watts Wilkinson.
N
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"And an highway shall be the1'e, and a way, and it shall be called
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it " but it shall be
for those: the wayfaring men, though fuols, shall not err therein."ISAIAH xxxv. 8.
AN highway cast up by our God for His people, and this way to
be called the way of holiness! Mark, beloved, the emphasis laid
upon the little but important definite article. Not a way, but the way
that is to be. traversed by every redeemed child of God journeying to
glory. It is the way, Divinely appointed and wrought out by the Holy
and Just One; the way of holiness cast up by the Great Breaker, who
has gone up before them, and through whom every elect vessel of
mercy is received to the Father's embrace. It was the unholiness
ot one man that caused the wrath of Divine justice to fall, when
"He drove" out the man" from the garden of Eden; and again He
receives, in His divine justice through one Man all that' come
unto God by Him, in and through the merits of that Holy One;
and thus this" way of holiness" is traversed only by the blood·"
washed feet of redeemed and reconciled sinners, treading and
delighting in the King's highway, the way of holiness, and who
know by blessed inwrought experience that "without holiness no
man can see the Lord." He has spoken, "Be ye holy, for I am holy."
And exulting in that holiness His Israel take up the song, and sing
with Moses, "Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods 'I
who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful ill praises, doing
wonders 1" Before Him angels veil their faces, as they cry, "Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His
glory." How much more they who can sing redemption's story, and
who have such cause to "give thanks at the remembranca of His
holiness," knowing how grace has devised a way whereby His
banished ones be not expelled from Him; and that the new and
living way has been opened up by Him who is in deed and in truth
called Wonlerful! He, Jesus, King and Lord, has set up His throne
in their hearts, thus making them holy by that mysterious indwelling
presence; a heavenly throne, upon which He sitE and rules
and reigns absolutely without a rival. "What, know ye not that
your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost?" And it is there
He manifests HimEelf; there He receives acceptable worship, and
thus, as priests royal, with holy boldness, His children lllay approach unto the Holiest of all, and do Him hOlllage, rendering unto Him
their most reasonable service.
Oh, beloved, have yon not ofttimes rejoiced to realize King Jesus
on His throne, ruling, reigning, controlling within, and bringing all int')
subjection that would otherwise be utter rebellion? You know it to your
soul's distress and discomfort now if you are walking out of harmony"
with the Holy One, out of communion with Jesus, out of sanctuary
inner worship; auel now all is darkness, gloom, despair, and rebellion It
is a marvellous mystery concerning Christ and His Church, that
He, for her sake, should become sin, and restore what He took not
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away; He, who kne\v no sin, that she might be made the righteousne"s of God in Him. When J ehovah looked upon His creation
work, He "saw that it was good," perfect. And when Christ views
His Bride He declares of her, "Thou art perfect through My
comeliness that I have put upon thee." Perfect as His new creation,
as He thus looks upon her clothed in His righteousness;,' spotless
and complete in Himself, and so completely one that He unto her is
made the Lord our righteousness, and she unto Him' is' made too
the Lord our' righteousness.' Holiness, then, in' ,vhich every believer
is enwrapped, which possesses them' by the indwelt presence of the'
Holy one, becometh the saints of the Most High. It is a sifting,
separating work. It is the office of the Holy Spirit not only to
convince and convert sinners, but to set them apart to a specific
object, and that they" may show forth the praise of Him whohath
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light." ," The Father
seeketh such to worship Him;" and all His saved on'es are unto Him
tru'e worshippers, set apart, sanctified, to sing the high praises of
their God. Blessed, holy separation this! There is no isolation in
it, because it is' an invitation to come apart unto Him. "I ,vill
receive you unto illyself." The word of exhortation is, "Come out
from' among them, and be ye separate," whilst the word of promise
is, "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest." The world will caU
this all narrow and uncharitable, and argue the loss of opportunity
by being thus separate. What do we read of Israel when they
.. mingled with the heathen?" "They learned their ways!" We
know that to our cost and sorrow. If ever a child of God wanders,
backslides, yields to the alluring charmer, even of l;elaxing a little
the straight line of separation which J eliovah has drawn between
the Church of God and the world, he learns by' bitter experience
what it 'is to lose' comfort and communion of soill. It brings
sori'ow, contrition, and' deidness of soul, and what 'has been
gained 1 Is the world any bettered' by contact ? Is the worldling
anyway convinced and influenced and won 1
No, Satan has bcen busy whispering his vile insinuating arguments: You can do good by being not too strict, so narrow, so
alone. Come amongst the world a little more, and do good by your
influence 'there. Satan was a liar from the beginning. And let us
remember that what God has' joined can never be severed; and
what He' has separated neither man nor angel can really join
together. «Ye cannot serve God and mammon." "Be not conformed
to this world, hut be ye transformed in the renewing of yom mind."
The Lord's work in grace was ever a separating work-a dividing,
a calling out. And when once He has spoken in His holiness,
"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not
thc unclean thing," our joy is to know that we are called as " holy
brethren" to our proper sphere and element, and that He has set
up His throne and rules and reigns there for His children's bloodbought and crown rights. Thlls He leads His children in paths
of righteousness for His name's sake, and manages their daily,
hourly f',mean affairs" in providence, as well as His governmental
N 2
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dealings around for His Church's good. Oh, that like Aaron our
foreheads may bear the inscription "Holiness to the Lord:" that we
may be preserved from defiling contamination by the remembrance
of His Holy Word and law, "Defile not their camps' in the midst
whereof I dwell;" and that Paul's words may bear their impression, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"
Let us never lose sight of the truth that this way of holiness is
thus rendered holy by the presenee of Jehovah Shammah! The Lord
is then It is He that, as Lord of the eity, thus ensures the everlasting happiness of His people. In the Jewish dispensation the
glorious presenee of the Shekinah constituted the whole of the
worshipper's blessedness.· And in His Church now the presence of
Jesus is the glory of His people, and throughout the eternal ages
He shall be the glory of His saints, and be admired in all them that
believe. Jehovah Shammah, in the person of a living, perfect, and
sufficient Christ, has cast up the highway for His people, trod with
His own holy footsteps all the way before them, and is in that
way now with them as their Great Elder Brother, drawing them into
closer fellowship with Himself; granting them sweet communion by
the way, delighting their hearts and His own as. He whispers of His
promised love-surprises, His tender compassion in all their sorrows,
His unchanging faithfulness amid all this changing state, and of
His delight in thus training them for that time when they shall be
without fault before the throne, when they "shall see His face and
never, never sin." Oh, for more felt "unction from the Holy One,"
for deeper realization of practical holiness-of that Divine choice
which has" sanctified m by God the Father," sanctified us "by the
which will "-" through the offering of the body of Christ," and" sanctified us in Christ J eSlls," "who is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." Yea, beloved, let us ever give
thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.
R.
"MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE."
IT is Jesus speaks. This is as if He had said, " All the grace I have is
for My dear people; and I have not only enough for all, but for every'
one, and I have it for thee. I have the very portion which I know
that each would want every day and all the day, through the whole
of their pilgrimage state. From everlasting I knew all their need;
and from everlasting I have laid every individual child's portion by,
and do keep it for him to the moment required; and each shall find a
suited sufficiency answering to all his wants." Precious thought!
Henceforth, cast all thy care upon Jesus; for now thou seest ho,¥
much" He careth for thee."-Dr. Hawker.
"PRECIOUS faith" does not lead a humble sinner to believe that theclay has power over the potter, but the potter power over :the clay.
Persons confirmed by God are not easily turned by men.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A :MODEL PRAYER.

"And Asa cl'ied unto the LOi'd his God, and said, Lord, it is
nothing with Thee to he7p, 11'hethel' lfith many, 01' u:ith them that have
1'10 prncer: help 'IlS,
0 Lord our God; fm' '/I'e 1'est on Thee, and in
Thy name we go against this multitude. 0 Lord, Thou art OUT God;
let not man prevail against Thee."- 2 CHRONICLES xiv. 11.
THE great and good LORD SHAFl'ESBURY wrote, on April 3rd, 1854,
these words in his diary :-" Reading 2 Chronicles. The older I
am, the more do I love that book. It should be studied, weighed, and
prayed over hour after hour, by every man in public life," He was
right; it is one of the most valuable books of the Old Testament,
for although it contains a record of many facts which 'are recorded
in other books, it also contains additions to those facts which are
full of interest and instruction.
We may notice this, for example, in the history of king Asa. Asa
began his reign well. We are told that he "did that which was good
and right in the eyes of the Lord his God; for he took away the altars
of the strange gods, and the high places, and brake down the
images, and cut down the groves: and commanded J udah to
seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law and the
commandment. Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah
the high places and the images," &c. The Lord gave him then
a time of rest and quiet, and he used it wisely to strengthen his
army, and to fortify the cities of his kingdom.
After that came a ;time of great trouble and anxiety. An enormous host, the largest collected force of which we read in Holy
.Scripture, under a monarch of the name of Zerah, invaded Asa's
dominions from the south. This host numbered no less than a
million of men, and there were with them. three hundred war
chariots, which were almost as formidable in ancient times as heavy
ordnance is in modern times.
This mighty host is described as being composed of "Ethiopians
J1nd Lubims" (chap. xvi. 8), and Zerah also is spoken of as being an
Ethiopian (verse 9); but in all probability. this host practically
included the whole military powel' (If Egypt,. for we know that
Shishak, one of the most mighty kings of Egypt, conquered the
Ethiopians, and it appears that after that conquest they were incorpo.rated with the Egyptians. Thus we read in chapter xii. 2, 3, that when
Shishak came up against Jerusalem, in the reign of Rehoboam,
his army was composed of "Ethiopians and Lubims," as well as of
Egyptians. Zerah also has been identified with an Egyptian monarch
named Osorkon n., his name Zerah 01' Zerach being a Hebrew
equivalent or form of that name; and it appears that he was the
son·in·law of Shishak, and that he came to the throne, not by birthright, but by right of .his wife. Therefore this mighty host which
camtl against Asa was not a motley herd of undisciplined barbarians,
but a host of disciplined and experienced warriors, armed with the
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most formidable implements of war, and belonging to onc of the
most powerful nations of ancient times.
The Egyptian monuments enable us to picture the general disposition of this enormous, army.
'rhe chariots, formed the first
corps, in a 'single or double line; behind them, massed in solid
phalanxes, were the heavily armed troops; and probably on the
,flanks were the archers and horsemen in lighter formations.
We can' imagine Asa's feelings when he heard that this mighty
multitude was invading his land, and when, advancing to meet them,
he came ,face to face with them at )/lareshah, one of the farthest
towns in the south of his dominions. He probably from thence could
see ,the gleam of their spears and, of their armour by day, and' the
light of their numerous camp fires by night; and he could hear
,from afar a confused noise, which betokened, beyond 'doubt, thc
-presence of an enormous host.
The actual site which was chosen for the impending battle was
apparently in Asa's favour, for it was a ,alley, that of Zephathah,
identified as a deep one, which runs down from near the site of
Here the war-chariots
Mareshah towards ,the plain of Philistia.
could not ,be manipulated to the same advantage as in a plain,
and the immense superIOrity of Zerah's forces would not be so
fully manifested; but nevertheless, that superiority was so great,
both in numbers, and probably in efficiency, that when the time
of attack drew near, Asa's heart might well sink within him. How
could he hope to be successful in such a gigantic struggle as this ~
The chances seeme:l, humanly speaking, to be so tremendously against'
him, that defeat seemed to be certain, and victory hopeless.
Child of God, have you not known something of the same
experience? An enemy has come in like a mighty flood, which seemed
as if it must sweep everything before it; or difficulties and trials
have arise'n which appeared to be so absolutely insuperable, that it
seem~d as if nothing could eyer overcome or check them.
Ah then,
how the heart has sunk, and how fears haye crowded in ~
But. sce what Asa did.
How wisely he acted! He set his men
in battle array, disposing them to the best advantage, and thus
llsing every means within his power to insure success; and then
he looked upwards, and cried unto the Lord; and his cry has
been handed down to us as a model for the Lord's children to use
in every time of special distress or difficulty. "Asa cried unto thc
Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help, whether
with many, or with them that have no power: help us, 0 Lord
our God; for we' rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go against this
multitude.
0 Lord, Thou' art our God; let not man prevail
against Thee."
This prayer has wcll been called, "A model prayer m an
emergency; '1 and how many have fonnd it to be so! It includes
four important particulars :-First, a strong faith in Divine help
being independent of all human help: "Lord, it is nothing to The'c
to help;,whether with many, or with them that have no power;"
reminding -us-of the words' of Jonathan to his armourbearer,'" Thei.'e
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is no'restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few;" secondly,
an earnest appeal for that help: "Asa cried unto the L01'd his God,
and said, help us, 0 Lord our God;" thirdly, a firm reliance upon
that help being granted: " Vie rest on Thee, and in Thy name we
go against this multitude;" and fourthly, an identification of the
suppliants with the Lord Himself: "0 Lord, Thou art our God."as much as to say, "0111' interests are identical, we are Thine; Thou
art our God, and we are Thy people; our cause therefore is Thy
cause, and our succeSll will be Thy success, or our failure would be
Thy failure; " "let not man p1'evail against THEE." What stronger
pleas could be urged than these 1
Such an appeal was not long allowed to remain unanswered. The
contest commenced, and the two armies met in mortal combat, "but
the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa and before J udah ;" and
speedily that vast host was scattered like autumn leaves 'before the
wind; and, fleeing wildly down the Zephathah valley and across
the plain of Philistia, they were pursued for many miles, even as' far
as Gerar, a city beyond the borders of the Holy Land; and so
completely were they overthrown, that they were utterly unable to
recover themselves.
They were "destroyed before the Lord and
before His host;" and Asa and his people obtained an immense
amount of spoil, not only from them, but also from all the cities round
about Gerar, upon which came "the fear of the Lord;" and w:ith
that splendid spoil, and with great rejoicing, the victorious Israelites
returned in triumph to Jerusalem. What a magnificent victory it
was! and it was so complete that for three hundred years no other
mighty bands of men dared to invade again the country of Jehovah's
people.
'
It has been said that "the defeat of Zerah is one of the most
remarkable events in the history of the Jews. On no other occasion
did they meet in the field and overcome the forces of either of the
two great monarchies between which they were placed. It was
seldom that they ventured to resist, unless behind walls. Shishak,
Sennacherib, Esarhaddon, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander, Ptolemy 1.,
were either unopposed or only opposed in this way. On the only
other occasion on which they took the field-which was under
Josiah against Necho-their boldness issued in a most disastrolls
defeat. Now, however, under Asa, they appear to have gained a
complete and most glorious victory over the entire force of Egypt,
or' of Ethiopia wielding the power of Egypt. The results which
follow are most striking. The southern power cannot rally from the
blow, but rapidly declines, and for above three centuries makes
no further effort in this direction. Assyria grows in strength,
continually pushes her arms further, arld finally, under Sargon and
Sennacherib, penetrates to Egypt itself. All fear of Egypt as an
aggressive power ceases. Friendly ties alone connect ~he two
countries; and it is not till B:C. 609 that an Egyptian force again
enters Palestine with a hostile intention." So mighty ,.and
conclusive was the victory which the Lord granted to His trusting
and appealing people.
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"'Ne rest on Thee." How sweet the expression! Commenting on
these words, Dr. KITTO wrote :-" The capacity of enjoying this
rest, in leaning so entirely upon the Lord, was an inevitable effect
of the previous convictions which he [Asa] had reached of his own
helplessness, and of the boundless sufficiency of his Helper. These
things belong to the life of faith, and are essentially the same,
whether they have regard to our defence against the innumerable
adversaries who disturb or threaten our bodily repose, or the
spiritual enemies within us and without us, that bring danger to
our souls. In either case, perfect love to God and perfect trust in
Him, which trust is essential to love, gives rest-casts out all fear
and doubt. Because Asa had attained to the state of 'rest on
God,' by which all these privileges ,beca!Jle his-he could say, ' In
Thy name we go against this multitude.' This was his might. In
this might he went, and he overcame."
Another writer says :-" We need to feel that we are shut in to
God, and God only. Often Divine Providence seems to second the
procedure of Divine grace by leaving us in a great emergency till
we feel this. Deliverance is slow in coming. Prayer is not answered
in a breath. 'fhe trial gathers intensity. The crisis deepens. The
fire waxes hot.
The object [of this] seems to be to quicken the.
soul to the sense of God as a reality, because He is felt to be a
necessity. Ruin here, ruin there, ruin everywhere except in the
one thought that there is a God.
Intense conceptions of the
reality of God come to some minds in no other way than through
this secret alliance of Providence and grace in the discipline. The
needed convictions have to be burned in by fiery trial. But when
the end is gained, when God becomes an infinite fact, when we
become content to go fearless into solitude with God, to cast everything upon God, to rest in God, then believing prayer wells up
sweet and fresh from the heart, and flows out in glad assurance
from the lips. Then relief, success, conquest,. is not far off."
This prayer of king Asa might have been regarded as a presumptuous prayer, if it had not been recorded in the manner in which
it has been recorded in Holy Writ. But approved of and accepted,
as it evidently was, and graciously answered in the most wonderful
way, it Illay certainly be regarded as a Illodel for the prayers of
God's people in all times of special difficulty; and they need not
hesitate to offer it up practically on their own behalf in earnest
faith, fully believing that as it was heard and answered in Asa's
case, so it will be heard and answered in their cases. And how
delightful and encouraging it is from time to time to hear of
instances where this has taken place, and where-although the
actual circumstances may h8;ve been very different from the circumstances of Asa and his people-the same almighty Hand has been
outstretched to help and deliver.
The following touching and
remarkable case was mentioned some time ago in the Christian,and the correctness of the facts is vouched for:"You say, 'God helps those who help themselves.' I am sure
that He does. But sometimes the help comes in strange disguises,
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and tests the faith pretty sharply.. There are many 'steps of
bewilderment' in the path of life, and some stiff climbing; and
though it develops muscle, we don't enjoy it while it lasts. I
had a time like that a few years ago. I have never been a rich
man, but neither my wife nor I troubled about that, so long as
we could pay our way and make the home bright, in an unpretending way, for the children.
I do not think anyone could say
I did not help myself, by real steady work and care, to keep
'down expenses, and my wife-well, I never could tell anyone how
she helped me in that struggle. But I had what some call' a r.un
of bad luck.' A large stock of furniture like mine needs extensIve
premises, and I could not afford to pay the rent in the best
thoroughfare; so men who could, got more than their share of the
trade. Still· I could" have got along if people who bought my
goods would have paid for them honestly, but some kept me waiting for years, and others never paid at all. Thus it came about
that a bill for a heavy amount was falling due, and I did not
know how to meet it. I shall never forget the terrible days I
passed through when this difficulty faced me, and I could not see
a way through it. Not to be able to pay my debts seemed to me
Worse than death, and for a long time I clung firmly to the confidence that God would never permit such a disgrace to fall upon
me. I knew that He could easily send some good customer my
way, and oh, how I did plead with Him to do it. But, so far
as I could tell, 'there was no voice, nor any who regarded.'
"It was a time of the year when trade was always dull, and the
days dragged on until I came to the very last mie before the bill
was due. I had never before kept a secret from my wife, but all
this time I had hid this trouble from her, for I thought it would
almost break her heart. However, at last I lost all hope, and grew
&0 desperate that I think, if 1 had not told her, my reason would
have ,given way. After a long preamble, I had to tell her straight
out, and then, I was sorry I had not told her sooner; for, though
at first she turned so white that I thought she would faint, she
brightened up, and, with a brave light in her eyes, said, 'Thomas,
you haven't forgotten God ~' 'No, but I think He must have forgotten us,' I was wicked enough to answer. 'No, dear,' she said,
'we know better than that. This is just the time He has warned
us of, and told us how to act in it.' "Call upon Me in the day of
trou ble; I will deliver thee.'"
'You know,' she went on, 'we cannot
always ask confidently for temporal relief, because it might not be
good for us; but to be able to pay our just debts ~nust be accordinfb to Gad'\> 'NRl, \\~<i ..,~ 'Wc ,,'<\\\ ~'O,\\ 'U.'P\)\). ¥..\lli·, '0,\).\1., ~\'I\)llij\'B, He
will deliver us /' It amazed me to hear her talk so, for she was so
retiring, and always seemed to lean on me in everything, and now
she was my helper! But her words came with all the more power
on that account, and my faith began to revive. We knelt down,
and, as we prayed, all dread left me. I no longer saw my circumstances; I only saw my Deliverer. I knew from that time the
meaning of the words, 'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whos e
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mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee," for during the
rest of the day all the burden was gone, and I found myself
'continu~lIy humming the familiar words" 'March on then right boldly,
The sea shall divide.'
" I ,did not feel quite so restful and satisfied next morning when
the way still seemed shut in; yet as 1 went into the shop I had a
curious feeling of wonder how God was going to 'divide the sea," for,
with a desperate faith, I believed He would do it.
.
"About eleven o'clock a well-dressed gentleman came in, and after
inquiring in a business-like way )or expensive pieces of furniture,
selected one thing after another. Suddenly he said, 'I must not
buy any more this morning; if you will make out the bill, I will
write a cheque, but I hope it will not inconvenience you to keep
the things until I need them, which may not be for a few weeks.'
I was trembling so that I really could not write, but called a clerk.
That morning I had gone carefully over my bank-book and cash to
see how much was still needed to meet the bill, and, when, the
account was totalled, I saw that it came to the very' amount required.
T fairly broke down, and greatly astonished my customer by bowing
iny head on the desk and bursting into tears.
It was only a
momentary weakness, and then I explained to him that his purchases that morning had been nothing short of a Divine deliverance
from a most pressing need. 'His benevolent countenance lighted
up as he listened. I It is indeed wonderful,' he said, 'for I 'must
tell you that I have had your address in my pocket for several daya,
given to me uy a friend who recommended you. But not' needing
the goods at once, I almost forgot the matter until this morning.
Being in this neighbourhood, with an hour to spare between two
appointments, my attention was suddenly attracted by your namp.,
and I thought it would be a good opportunity to look at your stock.'''
," Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much drea.d,
.Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
Hatforcl Rectory, Ji'm·ingdon.
D. A.

DOUDXEL

(To be conti'med.)
EVERY child of God has the two natures within, warring one against
the other, the flesh and the spirit, and fearful is the combat sometimes. It is very well to read of war in books, but sit down and ask
'a warrior and see with what solemn countenance he will begin to tell
of the stern reality of the battle-field. So it is with the soldiem of
the cross-warfare is a reality to them. vVe know some deeply-tried
men and women of God to whom this expression is perfectly
applicable. They are mighty men and women in valour! Great' is
.their faith.-Geo'l'ge Omvell.
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FOR THE NEW YEAR.
By THE LATE GEORGE MULLER, BRISTOL.

"Best of blessings He'll provide us,
Nought but good Ilhall e'er betide us,
Safe to glory He will guide us."
OH, to lay hold of this, to try to enter into it! "The best of
blessings are for me;" we have to say to ourselves individually;
"nothing be.t~r can befall me than ever does befall me; because my
heavenly Fitner loves me with an eternal, unchanging love, as Re
loves His' only. begotten San, because I belong to Christ." . He see"
us, not in ,ourselves, but as in union with the Lord Jesus Christ,
and therefoi'e we are so dear to His heart. 'l'hut' is lovely! Vile,
wretcht:d, guilty sinners, He sees continually the loveliness of Christ
in us-theeomeliness of Christ j because the righteousness of Christ
is imputed' to us, and all our defilement completely removed through
the power of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Oh, how true all these things are•• 'BEST

OF

BLESSINGS

HE'LL PROVIDE

US."

Whatever befalls us is the very best that could befall us, though
,it appear .strange to our natural reason. If we lay hold on it, what
peace it begets in our hearts. We should say to ourselves when
, sickness comes, when heavy trials come into the family, when heavy
trials come into the business or profession, or earthly occupation in
· any way,: "The best thing has befallen me; if there could be a
better thing I should have this better thing,because I am so dear
· to the heart of God" so precious to Him for Christ's sake j and
because I 'am so dear, the best thing invariably," without a single
'moment's hesitation we would say, "has been bestowed upon me,
vile, guilty. sinner, for Christ's sake."
Thus we walk on from day to day, getting nearer and near.erour
home, and every day the best thing that can happen to us does
happen to us j and every hour the best thing that can happen to
us does happen to us. Oh, how precious is the position of the
child of God.
"SAFE

TO

GLORY

HE

WILL GUIDE US."

How preciolls this also is! He will be our guide to the end of our
course.
"He who has begun a good work in ·us, will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ." He is ready to be our Counsellor
under the greatest difficulties, the most perpleXing circumstances,
· and wc never ought 'to say, "I do not know what to do 'j" we can
know what to do, we ought to know what to do, and as assuredly
'as we seek to build up ourselves on our most holy faith, we shall
know how to act even under the most perplexing circumstances,
for we have Jesus at our side to be our Counsellor, and to show
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to us how how we ought to act at any time,
circumstances.
Remember this-

and

under any

"SAFE TO GLORY HE WILL GUIDE US."
'Ve shall be as surely there, as the good work has. been commenced
in our hearts. We do not deserve it, we deserve nothing but hell.
But this is only one side of .the truth; .the other side is this we
are dear to the heart .of God for Christ's sake, ancL'$o we 'shall
be as assuredly in 'heaven as the good· work 'has be€n begun Il1
our hearts.
.
Oh, what precious, precious things are these, -arid' 't;1:ie.y belong to
the very weakest and feeblest. of the children of God!
!

A

DAY

OF

. '.

,I

PRAYER

I

!

FOR

JEWS.

'VITH a view to inaugurating the .xew Century _and in' commemo
ration of the arrival in Jerusalem of the first Anglican Bishop, in
1842, and the consecration of Christ Church, Mount Zion,ill 1849,
a day of prayer was held at Exeter Hall, on Tuesday, January
22nd, under the auspices of the London Jews' Society, on behalf of
missions to Jews in general, and the Society's work in particular.
There were three meetings, morning, afternoon, and evening. The."
were largely attended by the Society's friends, and those who were
interested in the evangelization of God's ancient people Israel. During
the day praise was offered for God's marvellous ~oodness to the
Society, both past and present, for the number of converts brought
to Christ, especially those through the London Jews' Society. Prayer
was asked for all branches of the work,-for missionary workers
,labouring among Jews at home and abroad, for all converts and
inquirers, for all rabbis and educated Jews, and for the promotio:l
of Christianity among the Jews .in all parts of. the world. At the
morning meetdng:-.the Rev..G. PAYNTER presided, supported by many
well-known friends of the workers in the· Jewish cause. After the
opening hymn· a short time was spent in silent prayer for the QUEE:\
on her bed of sickness, and for all the members of the Royal Family
in. their terrible anxiety. The Hev. EVAN EOPKINS, )1.A., Vicar of
St. Luke's, Redcliffe Square, gave a short address on the present
duties and responsibilities of Christian people to the Jews. He hoped
they would realise more fully these duties and responsibilities, at
the same time realizing and claiming the power to fulfil them.
At the afternoon gathering the, President of the Society, SIR J om,
KEKKAWAY, Bart., took the chair, and began by making a touching
reference to the illness of HER MAJESTY the QUEEN. He spoke in
feeling terms of "that wondrous life, that splendid reign," and of the
glorious example set them by QUEEN VICTORIA. Passing on to the
subject of work among Jews, SIR JOHN touched upon the two
important events they were commemoratiI\g. He thanked Go:l. for
the good that had been done in Christ Church, ¥ount Zion-:there
had been over six hundred baptisms there.. The Society had already

.
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been greatly ~essed, but there was still mu~h need for prayer that
its usefulness might be extended and increased. The Rev. J. .1.
LUCE followed with a very interesting address on "The first place to
be given to the Jews in the offer of the Gospel." He believed that
if they would hasten that millennial day when the world should
be converted and restored to Christ, they must work first for the
conversion and restoration of the Jews,
At the evening gathering the chair was again taken by the Rev.
G. PAYNTER, and the address was given by the Rev. R. M. HAWKIKS,
M.A., Organising Secretary of the Church of England Zenana
:.\Essionary Society, who took as his subject, "Bright hopes for Israel
in connection with our Lord's return." At the conclusion of the
singing of the opening hymn, the news was received that HER
:MA.JESTY had passed away.
The announcement made a profound
impression on all present.
The Chairman said he had just heard
that the Lord had taken their dear QUEEK home, and asked them
to pray for those who were left bereaved, and e3pecially for the'
new KIKG.
FEAR NOT.
"FeCLr thon n;t;/ol' I an~ with thee,. /Je'not dism.ayed, for I am thy God: I wilt
.•t'·l1Igthen thee,. yea;'! will help thee,. yea, I wilt 1lphotd thee with the "ight hand;
of Jly ,·ighteintmek8'."-IsAIAH xli. 10.
:'

FEAR not, t~i~~~efvantof the. Lord,
Whate'er'thy fears may be;
Thy God wi~:needful help afford
In each perplexity;
And prove Himself through all the
years
Better than all thy doubts and
fears.

Fear not, when circumstances
change,
And health and strength decline;
Nor think the fiery trial's strange
That comes to thee arid thine:
The furnace will not ~ harm one
jot.,
.
.'
For 'tis love's sure relining pot.
,

I Fearfrown,
not, wheu'frien~~ desert or
And bitter words repeat;
One thoul:rht all other thoughts win
drown,
And make the bitter sweet"I am with thee, and will help thee,
In .joy and in adversity."
F~ar

not, when sins as black as
night
Appal and fright thy soul;.
Plead Jesu.'s l11bod with all thy'
might,
Arid lo! away they'll'roll ;
His peace and blessing He will give,.,
And thou shalt to His glory live.
,

Fear not, when life's last hour is nigh,
Aud farewells must be sJ.id,
With consolations from on high
, Thou tlhalt be comforted;
And thou shalt enter into rest,
And with the Saviour's smile be blest.
Bi'aiilhall.

J. E, WINDER.

THOSE who treUlble at the Word of God do not· love the company
of those who trifle with it.
Better be amongst the minority of
tremblers than amongst the majority of triflers.
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ONESIMUS: A LOST SHEEP FOUND.

"TVith Onesimus, n faithful and beloved brother, who is one o/you.
They shall make k1Wwn unto' you all things which are done here."COLOSSIANS iv. 9.
.
THE two years that the Apostle spent at Rome in captivity. about
which we read at the .close of the 28th chapter of Acts, were busy
and fruitful years indeed.. Through the courtesy of the Centurion
under whose charge h.e had come to Italy, and, possibly, through his
influence with the Imperial authorities, the Apostle "was suffered to
dwell by himself," "in his own hired house," "with a soldier that kept
him," receiving all who came to visit him, "preaching. the kingdom
of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him" (Acts xxviii. 16,
30-31). It may be that these remarkable circumstances stamped a
character upon his ministry, and gave it a certain usefulness, which
it might not have possessed had it beeu exercised with ordinary
freedom in the streets and squares of Rome.
One remarkable fact, of which we cannot but take cognizance, is
the opportunity thus afforded him of writing four Epistles, all given
by inspiration of .God,. to Gentile Churches, from intercourse with
which he was hindered by his captivity; and which have been of
priceless value to the Church of God at large. I refel; of course,
to the Epistles to the Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and that to
Philemon and the Church in his house, all of which there is every
reason to believe were written at this time. Thus marvellously works
the wisdom of God.
"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will."
rfhe servant of Christ was bound, but the 'Word of God was not
bound. Special opportunities were afforded him thus for labouring in .
prayerful intercession, and through the writing of these Epistles, for
the blessing of God's saints whom he could not any longer ,isit.
Furthermore, remarkable facilities were given him for intercourse, in
that city. which w.as the very centre of the world of his day, with
all classes of persons, to many of whom his words doubtless became
the means of unspeakable and eternal blessing, from the saints that
were of Cresar's household (Phi!. iv. 22), down to the soldiers of the
Prretorian regiments,'" and poor runaway slaves, like Onesimus, whose
history we have to study to-day.
As we seek to realize these things, do we not feel our hearts
;< Philippians i. 13, shows this.
That passage should be read, "So that my
bouds are manifest as being in Christ [that is, for Christ's sake] throughout
all the. Pr~torian regiments, and to all other persons" [that is, people
generallyJ."
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kindling within us at the thotightof what must have been the
character of these personal dealings of the Apostle with immortal
souls 1 Sometimes with many, and sometimes with few, sometimes,
even, with one at a time, did the -Apostle expound, reprove, rebuke,
and exhort with alllongcsufferingand doctrine (2 Tim. iv. 2), preaching
and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus' Christ; and
pleading even with tears, with individual souls, whose snares and
dangers he understood so well. How wonderful it is to think of the
great Apostle, the vessel of inspiration, the teacher of the Gentiles
in faith and truth (1 Tiro. ii. 7), bound with a -captive's chain thathe might plead with souls 1 What words of power and sweetness
must he there have spoken; what warnings of intense solemnity;
what wondrous expositions of Scripture; what loving pleadings with
individual souls ! Well might one's heart yearn, with an unspeakable
longing, to have heard those wondrous words!
But, as far as such longings can be granted, they have been granted in the history of Onesimus, and in the inspired Epistle to Philemon,
which reveals to us so fully the circumstances of his case. Onesimus
was one of those who, in some way or another-we know riot hciwsought out, or was brought to, the Apostle's hired house, where
he dwelt in captivity during this period, anel from the Apostle's
own lips he learnt those solemn and blessed truths ,vhich awakened
his soul ·to its danger, and -led it to pardon and holiness in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. The words of the Apostle in Philemon, 10, leave'
no doubt of this: "I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I
have begotten in my bon.ds." In that hired house had the captive
Apostle received the runaway slave, and, under the mighty influence
of the Holy Ghost, led him, like the Prodigal of old, back to the bosom of the Father's love.
There had he learned to grieve for sin, and
- to love a new-found holiness; to turn from the slavery of those lusts
"'which war against the soul" U Pcter ii. 11); to that blessed service'
of the Lord, which is perfcct freedom to all who kno'" it; and there:
had he passed from the hopeless darkness of unbelief to the bright
prospect of that" for ever" of holiness and blis'S, with which his
soul's destiny was to be eternally associated.
Such is the story of' OneEimus; and, perhaps, there were niany·others like him.
We cannot lift the veil of the past, but we
delight to read, in that which has been revealed, the bright witness
of a time which for fruitfulness and blessing, perhaps, was never'
exceeded in the life-service of the great Apostle. How touchingit is to note that he who was then occupied with the - wondrous
work of writing these inspired Epistles, and the engrossing service
of expounding and defending doctrinal truths --.of the highest:
importance, not only tO'individuals, but, -perhaps, even multitudes.as described in -the last chapter. of the Acts-could yet find, in'
patient love, opportunity and leisure to deal with a runaway slave,
.a malefactor, perhaps a coarse and hardened criminal; labouring
by prayer and entreaty, travailing in birth for that soul, uiltil it
,passed into the light and peace of the kingdom of God !
Although the subject is a large one, it wHI be profitable for
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us to sketch the character and history of Onesimus from thre
points of view:1. M an example. of the Power of Sin.
n. As an example of the Power of Redeeming Love.
Ill. As an example of the Power of Sanctifying Grace.
L First, then, we take Onesimus as an example of the POWER
OF

SrN.

It appears from the Epistle to Philemon that Onesimus had
been Philemon's slave. He had fled from his master some time
previously-how long we know not-and found his way eventually
tu Rome.
Many considerations may have led him there, but,
doubtless, the principal one was his desire to hide in the crowd
from all chance of recapture. Terrible was the fate that awaited
a fugitive slave when detected by the eye of the law. He was
simply his master's property, and his life was absolutely at his
master's will, or even caprice.
Punishment, ·torture, death, were
meted out every day to runaway slaves; indeed, these penalties
were often inflicted for far less crimes, or sometimes for no crime
at all. Unconverted Onesimus could not have appreciated at all the
character of his converted master-if, indeed, Philemon were himself
converted at the time Onesimus fled from him. The suggestion,
rather, is, that he was not; for, had he been a kind and Christian
master, there could not have been, one would think, any good cause
for Onesimus to flee.
The fugitive wanderer had, then, found his way to the imperial
city, amongst whose teeming thousands he hoped to hide his
personality; perhaps to engage in some fresh career of adventure or
of crime. How little did he dream that an unseen Eye was watching
over him; an unseen Arm hedging in his career of folly; an eternal
Love laying its gentle, but almighty hand upon his sinful heart, to
bring him at last to a point where God should meet with him
and bless him! Perhaps he found, as has been affectingly said,
that "a great city is a great solitude," Rnd failed to grasp those
pleasures of sin which he had set before himself as so easily to be
obtained at Rome. But, anyhow, guided by a Guidance which he
could not know, controlled by an overruling Hand of mercy which
he .did not then feel, he was brought into contact with the captive
Apostle; and, in intercourse with him, learned truths the light of
which had never yet dawned upon his dark soul-that sin's.
captivity was a deeper horror than the bond of Roman slavery;
that the power of Satan was more· terrible than human cruelty;
that "the wages of sin is death" (Romans vi. 23); that" it is.
appointed. unto all men once to die, but after this the judgment"
(Heb. ix. 27), and, for impenitent souls, the everlasting death; that
the impure in heart can never see God, and that unholiness is to
the unholy heart its own unspeakable misery.
There, too, he
learned of One who came from heaven to the sinne·r's level of ruin
and misery, to seek and to save the lost (Luke xix. la); who, with
love unspeakable and incomprehensible, gave Himself to be the Propitiation for our sins, to set us free for ever, not only from their
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penalty, but' from their pollution. There, too, Ulider the' blessed
power of the Holy Ghost, his sinful heart was taught to grieve
over its ,own corruption, and to long for a holy likeness to Him
who now stands at the right hand of God, the Great High Priest,
the eternal Friend and' Helper of our souls j whom Paul 'had seen
in His glory on, the way to Damascus; trusted and loved, too, by
thousands since, who, though they had not seen Him as yet, had,
nevertheless, learned to rejoice in Him with joy unspeakable and
full of glory (1 Peter i. 8).
These things had been learned by Onesimus, not as the features
of a ne\v creed, but as the holy facts of a new life: they' had made all
the difference in the world to him. If this Jesus, whom Paul preached
unto him as the Lord and Saviour, had indeed lived, and died, and
risen again, and now stood, though invisible to mortal sight, at the
right hand of the glory above; if this living Saviour were able to save
to the uttermost a poor, sin-defiled wanderer like' him, who had sinned
away his earthly home, and stood, solitarily, amidst the teeming multi.
,tudes of Rome, feeling that none cared for him, body or soul j-if
these things were true, how wondrous was the news! And he learned
that they were true, not merely by the assurance of an Apostle's lips,
but because God, who at the first "commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, had shined in his heart to give the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cnr, iv. 6); and
Onesimus, the fugitive slave,the bond-servant of Satan, the homeless
wanderer for, whom no man cared, found peace and pardon, and
motive and power for holiness too, in the knowledge of Jesus Christ,'
crucified and risen, his Advocate and Friend before the throne above.
It was a wonderful story, but not more wonderful in. its essential
features than the history of eyery blood-bought child of God.
Resolve
every conyersion into its essential features, and what have we but. the
history of a soul which, like that of unesimus, passes from darkness
to light, from sin to pardon, from despair to hope, from pollution to
holiness, from earth to heayen !
n. But let us look at Onesimus as an example of THE POWER OF
REDEEMING LOVE.
Onesimus is a remarkable example of the blessed teaching ot the
three parables of the 15th of Luke. The piece of money, of value
to its possessor, but hopelessly lost until He who alone knows how
to seek and find it makes the search; the wandering sheep,
far from the fold, and from the Shepherd, irretrievably lost in its
folly until reached by the Shepherd's power and love j the prodigal
son, self-exiled from the Father's home, and content to be away
until made to feel, in a manner previously unrealized; the true
character of that forsaken Father's heart and home, npon which, in
wilful perverseness, he had turned his back!
Who was first in the' salvation of Onesimus-the wandering
sheep, or the seeking Shepherd 1 Which of the two sought the
other first 1 Whose heart was first stirred with relentings,' with
desires after the other 1 Did any wandering sheep ever seek the
iold from which, in its foolishness, it had wandered 1 Is it not of
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the very nature of the figure, that the same folly which causes
the wandering at first, prolongs that wandering hopelessly, and
would, alas, end it in eternal death, were it left to itself, were
there no intervention of the Shepherd's love and power 1 "The
Son of man is come," said the Lord Jesus, "to seek and to save
that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10).
The seeking, then, is His
work, as well as the saving, the whole of the circumstances that
lead up to conversion are governed and guided by His hand, as
well as those which attend the soul's birth into the kingdom of
God.
The history of Onesimus supplies an illustration of all these
points. How little did he think, wheJa he wilfully burst away from
his master's household, taking with him his master's property,
setting out on the resolve to enjoy himself for a while at least, be
the consequences what they might, taking his fate into his own
hands,-how little did he think that, in the journey to Rome, he
was travelling a road which would lead him to God at last; that a
mightier Will than his own was controlling his path; that infinite
Wisdom and Love were leading him, through strange and unknown
circumstances, to that poor prisoner in the great city, who would
declare to him the very words of God, which should lead him to
the knowledge of sin and salvation!
'Ve know not how Onesimus
came to visit Paul: we know not whether it were conviction of
sin or careless curiosity that led him to the Apostle's lodging.
But this we know, that the heavenly Shepherd was seeking the
lost sheep; that the Divine Arm was guiding the wanderer's way;
that infinite grace was once more proving its true character in the
salvation of the undeserving. " No l:,an," said the Lord Jesus,. "call.
come unto Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him" ;;
but "every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the
Father, cometh unto Me" (John vi. 44, 45).
Ill. But there are some other lessons to study in Onesimus-we
may view him as an example of THE POWER OF SAKCTIFYlNG GRACE.
In his case are true, not only those words of Peter's Epistle,
"For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls" (1 Peter ii. 25), but those
other words in the same Epistle, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto·
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ" (1' Peter i. 2).
-a wonderful illustration, indeed, of. both! In this last verse·
salvation is viewed, not so much as regards its glorious means as
its blessed aim, that is, holy obedience attained "through sanctification of the Spirit," and "sprinklmg of the blood of Jesus Christ."
For the grace that saves, sanctifies-always sanctifies: there is no
salvation known in Scripture which has not holiness for its fruit
as' certainly as it has faith for its root. "The grace of God that
bringeth sltlvation" ever teaches us "that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world" ; and the rp,demption wrought for us by our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ, has for its object that "He might
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redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works" (Titus ii.).
Practical holiness, therefore, though sometimes it be a plant of slow
growth, springs up in every converted soul. In Onesimus its grO\~th
was rapid: "The fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Ohnst,
unto the glory and praise of God" (Phil. i. 11), soon appeared in
his experience. In a comparatively short time-for in no case could
it have been long-the fugitive slave, who had come to Rome to
spend his master's stolen money in sin and folly, had turned to God
and turned from sin; and could now be described by the Apostle as
"a brother, believing and beloved," who was willing to submit
himself to the ordinance of man for the Lord's sake (1 Peter ii. 13);
to return to his master, and acknowledge, afresh his authority over
him according to the provisions of the law of the land; and accept,
if need were, whatever penalty might be put upon his theft, his
disobedience, and his flight. He must have known how terrible was
the risk he was running, if Roman law, untempered by mercy, were
to adjudicate upon his case. Very deep must have been the work
of divine grace in his soul to lead to these results; very definite
must have been the features of grace that enabled the Apostle to
describe him as "a brother, believing and beloved;" and which had
so endeared him to the Apostle as to lead him, in all soberness, to
describe him in the 12th verse of the Epistle to Philemon, as
"mine own bowels:" "Therefore, receive him, that is, my very
heart."
What a blessed picture we have before us of the converting and
sanctifying power of the Spirit of God! What other religion could
have wrought such a result as this ~ in which we see the mingling of
righteousness-as his return to the authority of his master shows~
with the softer features of the Christian character, such as lovableness, tender devotion to the service of the Apostle, and all those
qualities which had already endeared him to his fellow-saints; for
let us dwell a moment upon the description of him given in the text.
"With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother who is one of
you." Now, the Greek word translated" faithful" primarily means
"believing," and, secondarily, "faithful." How are we to translate
it here ~ I should lean to the rendering "believing," because let us
remember that when Onesimus left the Colossian circle he was not a
believer. Probably, however, the word, as used by the Apostle, is
one of fuller meaning than this, and may be fairly understood as
impiying, not only" believing," but "trustworthy "-worthy of confidence, both as regards temporal matters (in which he had been, alas,
unfaithful in the past), and also as to those spiritual things which
he had so comparatively recently learned to love and live for. Then,
adds the Apostle, he is "beloved." "Though unknown to you previously
as a brother, he is well known here at Rome amongst the circles of
the Roman saints, and all who know him love him." How quickly
must grace have refined, and elevated, and sanctified this poor slave's
character, to make it worthy of such a description as this! And,
last, said the Apostle, he "is one of you." "He really belongs to
o 2
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your fellowship, though you have never yet known him as a Christian
brother; he belongs to you because he now belongs to the Lord. He
is one of you, whether you acknowledge it or not; but acknowledge
it with readiness, and frankness, and cordiality, so that when he comes
to. you he may feel himself at home; that there may be no uneasy
reserve towards him as a slave, a runaway, or a thief, but a willingness
to receive him, as Christ also hath received him, in the spirit of that
grace which forgives the evil and blots out the past."
And, to make this reception easier, the Apostle does not fail to
join Onesirnus with his honoured fellow-worker, Tychicus, saying,
• " They shall make known unto you all things which are done here."
Onesimus, then, must have been faithful and trusted at Rome; all
the concerns of the Roman saints, yea, the very affairs of the work
of God which were in the Apostle's hands were so known to him,
had been so intrusted to him, that he would be competent, with
Tychicus, to make them known unto the Colossian saints. Bright
is this picture indeed of saving and sanctifying grace! Well may we
say, as we study it, "What hath God wrought!" W ell may we be
encouraged, as we consider what grace did for Onesimus, and that in
so short a space of time, to pray and believe that that same grace
may work mightily in our souls, to conform us also to the image of
our Lord.
Before I close, let me add a word or two upon the beauty of the
Christian character of the Apostle himself, as di8played in connection
with these circumstances. Like his Master, of whom it is written,
"Christ pleased not Himself," we may trace, in the history of his
iimprisonment, a beautiful self-abnegation, and devotion to the wellfare of others. He had learned, in whatever state he was, therewith
to be content (Phil. iv. 11); and so he did not sit mourning over
his chain, but found leisure from himself to soothe the sorrows
of others, to care for the needs of their souls. Notice, also, his
humility. He who was occupied with the interests of the highest
truths that the world has ever known, and who knew well their
supreme importance, was not elevated by them into a region of
abstraction from the necessities of souls around him; for he could
at one moment expound the highest points of Christian doctrine,
and then find, when God placed the service before him, leisure for
the personal needs of a poor fugitive thief, sin-stained, degraded,
perhaps even brutalized, by his past life of crime. He well knew
that the work of God can never be properly done apart from its
application to individual souls; he knew, as it has been well said,
that 'c the world is not saved by abstract ideas, however brilliant, but
by the courageous, individualizing efforts of Christian love."
The
soul of Onesimus was as precious in his sight as any in Caesar's
court could have been; and he gladly bestowed his labour upon
him. How truthfully could he sayU

Wherever in the world I am,
In whatsoe'er estate,
I have a fellowship with heart~
To keep and cultivate;
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And a work of lowly love to do
For the Lord on whom I wait."
The Apostle was not a man to whom the worldy motto would
apply, that "No one is a hero to his own servants": to live with
him must have been to learn more, at every point, of his wonderful
likeness to his Lord. The courtesy, the tenderness, the skill; the
frank recognit.ion of all that was right j the wise and g(:'lltle pleading
of the cause of mercy; his solicitude not to interfere with the
operation of conscience in either Onesimus or Philemon, nor to
intercept by his own authority the allegiance of each soul directly
to ita Lord-these, and many other holy features, make up a wonderful
picture of "the manifold grace of God" (1 Peter iv. 10), which we
may well study with deepest admiration as with deepest emotion.
In which case, then, shall we most admire the operation of this
grace-Paul, the persecutor, or Onesimus, the thief ~ Truly, the
grace of God to them both" was exceeding abundant with faith and
love which is in Jesus Christ" (1 Tim. i. 14). And so they stand
forth before us companions in grace, as once alike in sin, to encourage
us to remember that that eternal love of God, which chose them,
and redeemed them, and sanctified them, lives and works now as
then, for our sake as theirs j and can work in us exceeding
abundantly, above all that we can ask or think, if we do but throw
our souls open to the shining in of its heavenly light.
C. Y. B.
SWEET THOUGHTS OF HIM:.
A CHILD of God never need be without pleasant thoughts and sweet,
if the Lord Jesus be the subject of meditation.
How sweet t?
meditate on His everlasting love, so wonderful, so pure and so
changeless. How sweet to meditate on His faithfulness, amidst all
the changeful circumstances of life, and the frequent changefulness of
earthly friends.
How sweet to meditate on His life on earth, so
gentle, so holy, so kind, so self-denying. How s"eet to meditate on
His constant presence with His dear people, as the "first born
among many brethren," who laid down His life for them, and who
watches over their steps with a care and an interest far beyond that
of a mother for her only child.
How sweet to meditate on "His
second coming, when we shall see Him and be made like unto Him.Selected.
'WHAT rich food for a believing soul is there in this one promise,
"Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee"!
Blessed be thy name, 0 Lord, for the full experience that one poor
sinner has repeatedly had of the power and efficacy of this promise,
even when heart' and flesh were ready to fail, and when his own sin
and baseness had been the cause of his distress j so that he could
truly adopt the Prophet's exclamation, " 0 Israel, thou hast
destroyed thyself j but in Me is thy help."-Sil" R. Hill.
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" Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of 11!foloch, and the star of Y01~T god
Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them : and I will cm'ry you
away beyond Babylon."-AcTs vii. 43.
~ow, you perceive in the first place what the heart of man is. What
is man in a state of nature? What is there he is not capable of?
Let a parent now think of taking a child, a young child, and offering
it up as a burnt offering to an idol alive, to be consumed before the
idol to do it honour. Can you perceive anything beyond this that
the devil may drive men to do? What is there that man is not
capable of in a state of nature, if left by God and tempted of the
devil? Let no one say, as it has often been said, "I know that such
and such is the case, but my heart is good." Let no man say that
his heart is good. God never told any son or daughter of Adam
this; it has been told to you by your own heart, or by the devil
himself, who is a liar from the beginning, and who is still a most
active enemy of souls, and as powerful and malicious as ever. He is
an evil angel excelling in strength. Man is altogether and completely gone-not only very far gone-but as far as possible gone
He has altogether lost the image of
from original righteousness.
his Maker, and has stamped on Him the image of his seducer, the
prince of darkness. Let us believe J ehovah instead of the devil.
• God says, the heart of man in a state of nature is evil, "every
imagination of the thought of the heart is only evil, and that continually," that it is "deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked."
But then, in the second place, you will see this truth implied in
the contest: God punishes sin by leaving sinners to themselves, by
giving them up to the prince of darkness, that they may bring on
themselves the just fruits of their transgressions, God is said to
have given up the Israelites to the host of heaven-to the worship
of the sun, and moon, and stars; that is, He left them to act in
compliance with their own sinful nature. St. Paul, in the New
Testament, says, in the first chapter of Romans, that inasmuch as the
heathens did not acknowledge God whose power and divinity they
saw exemplified in His works, He gave them up to the lusts of their
own hearts. And God, in His addresses to His Church of old, tells
His backsliding children that the evils that befel them were the
consequences of their reyolt from Him.
But let us look more closely at this. Are we to suppose that all
the camp of Israel had departed from God; that they were all
engaged in the worship of Moloch? No, God had a precious seed to
serve Him, though most of them were given to idolatry. God never
SUNDAY, ,JULY
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bas been without a people; he never has left His Church in the
world. Satan has from the first endeavoured to oppose Him and to
destroy His Church; but he never could do it, for .He who is the
foundation of it is the builder of it, and the gates of hell shall
never prevail against it. The Lord declared that in a time of general
·defection from Him He had 7,000 men in Israel who had not bowed
the knee to Baal. God has alwavs had a Church on earth, and He
will have it, however much Satan" and the world may rage. He has
a Church to this very day. Look around and you will find idolatry
. easily in every nation, that sin_which is so abominable in the sight
{)f God. The first commandment is, "Thou shalt have no other
Gods before Me," the meaning of which is, "Thou shalt love. the
Lord thy God with all thy mind, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength." I say idolatry abounds in every direction, not only
in heathen lands, but in Christian lands. Look at the Church of
Rome. How extensive is its influence, how fearful are its idolatries!
It does not worship Baal or Moloch. It does not worship the sun,
moon, or stars. But it worships a piece of consecrated bread, and
says it is Christ Himself. And formerly it destroyed by fire those
who ventured to deny that the consecrated bread was not the real
body and blood of Christ. It still holds the same idolatrous doctrine,
and would, if it could, press it on the community. And even if we
come to the· Protestant Church we shall find idolatry there. We do
not fall down before stocks and stones. These are not the only
idolatries. We do not, it is true, bow the knee to the Popish mass.
But whatever a man sets up in his heart in opposition to God as
the object of his supreme desire and delight is his idol, whatever it
may be. If it be the love of money, for instance, it is said expressly
that "covetousness is idolatry." So if a man sets his heart on
ambition, it is his idol. So if any other thing, whatever it may be,
that a man sets up as the supreme object of desire in his heart;
and no idolater has any inheritance in the kingdom of God. Therefore
it is important to inquire, "Am I an idolater 1" "Is there anything
in the thought of my heart in opposition to the great God 1 Am I
setting my heart entirely on any creature whatever, and putting that in
possession of the place of God 1" This is an important inquiry, and
in answer to this, ·we may ask, "Is Jesus preci(;us to me 1 Does
my heart rest in Him 1 Does it entirely confide in Him 1 Can I say,
'Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside thee'" 1 Is this your experience 1 Do you
say-" Lift Thou up, dearest Lord, the light of 'rhy countenance
upon me, and that shall put joy and gladness into my heart" 1
Can any covetous man in heart experience such joy when he
grasps his gold1 Does the light of God's countenance give you
more joy than when the wine and the oil increase 1 Can you say,
further, that Jesus is the object of your entire trust and confidence 1
Are you looking to Him and to Him only and entirely for mercy
and salvation 1 Are the feelings of your heart very serious, and
deep, and just, and correct with respect to sin and its consequences 1
It is true that these feelings are not at an times equally experienced,
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but they have a pecilliar power and inflnence sometimes, and at
such times you cleave to Him as the object of your love, and hope,
and faith. Do you count all things but, loss .that you may be
found in Him, not having on your "own righteousness, which is of
the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith 1" Or we may put the question thus
-What would you give of your earthly possessions in order to know
assuredly that Christ is,' yours and you are His 1 Perhaps you will
say if you had' ten thousand worlds you would part with
all this moment f0r that' assurance, ,if it were well grounded and
certain. But we may say, "V hat would you not give 1 Or rather; what
would you take for your good hope through' grace ~ ,Nothingnothing within the whole compass of the world. It affords you
more comfort than ten thousand worlds could. A person whom I
met not long since in the street, and, who is now in a happy
eternity, said, "I cannot boast that I feel that perfection of assurance that some talk of, but this I say, I ha,e hope in Christ, and
I would not part with it for ten thousand worlds." Is this your
experience 1 Is it precious to you? Do not say you cannot find
something of idolatry in your heart. No: there is something of the
old nature still left; it does not vanish entirely.. But do you not
wish it to be excluded? Is this the feeling of your soul? Then so
far from being worshippers of idols, you are numbered' with those
whom the Lord calls His, to be His own peculiar nation, to be His
special people al>ove all people on the face of the earth. This is a.
strong expression, but the Lord thus describes the children of Israel,
"A special people to Himself above all the people on ,the face of
the earth." Therefore He is the Creator of all, though' all belongs to
Him, yet He looks not with the same regard on others as on those
who belong to Him by special bonds that never can be broken.
'l'his is the very people that He cares for, He sees them accepted
in His Son, and as He sees them to be righteous in Him, as He is
righteous, He cares for them, and provides for them, and protects
them., He cares for them in death: "Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the, death of His saints." Sweet expression! You are of
that description of persons who, when He will come on the last,
solemn day, as He says in Malachi, to "make up His jewels,"
whom' He will gather with others of His elect from all quarters
of the world. "Gather my saints," will be proclaimed as with' a.
voice of ,an archangel. You have found it sweet sonletimes to be
in the company of saints, in whom you could confide and to whom
you could open your heart freely. But there is much corruption
still remaining in them. What will it be to join that "general
assembly and Church of the first-born, which are .written in heaven,
and the spirits of just men made perfect ~ " When' you get among
these God will acknowledge you. to all, eternity to be His people r
But, then, there is another view connected with this subject. If
J ehovah is your God and precious to you, if you are making Him
your God and acknowledging Him, then you are the people for
whose children He is concerned. "The promise is to you," says the
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Apostle, "and to your children," showing thereby that the Lord
has a special respect to your children, and implying at the same
time, in opposition to what we find in the text about offering up
children in sacrifice,that you have carried your children to the
Lord, and have offered ,:tnem up' to Him. You, have presented them
to H;im in. the holj<ordinance of baptism, and in your prayers.
Some parents could "Slty, if they spoke out, there never has been
a .day. on' which, . unless prevented by' sickness, they have not
car.ried their childr~n to . the Lord in the arms of faith and prayer,
and committed and 'commended them to Him. Is it not an encouraging consideration that .He has a care for all that belong to Him
and to their children, so that when you come to die! you may
commend them afresh to Him? Think of the example of good
old Jacob, who, when dying, prayed to God to bless his children.
"The angel that redeemed me," said he, "bless the 'lads!" And.
there you see the second Person of the ever blessed Trinity is
clearly spoken of. He says afterwards, "I die, but God shall be
with you." This promise was not peculiar to the Jews only, but
it belongs to every believing parent. Many prayers the dying
parent may have pnt up on behalf of his child, and he may not
have seen any answer to them. Bnt may he not reasonably hope
that in the way, of God ilis prayers will be answered? :May he not
adopt the language of Jacob and say, "Behold I die, but God shall
be with you 1" A covenant faithful God has promised it, and He
cannot but be faithful to His. children whom He never has forgotten.
Then again, all this is of grace. There is a distinction made between those who feared the Lord and those who did not. St. Paul
says, "Even so at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace." God's people have always been a
peculiar people, a little flock. "There is a remnant," says He, a
little flock, and there always was a' 'remnant, so it is with you.
While some give themselves up to worship idols, you are giving
yourselyes up to God.' There is no one you desire in your hearts
but Hini': 'l'his is the consequence of everlasting love fixed on you.
You would have been an idolater to the present day had He not
touched your heart,' and He has ,touched' your heart because He
had a favour urito:. you in His covenant· love and mercy from all
eternity.
0 that you could feel this! It is enough to touch
eyery sensitive stri~g in the heart of man, .and to make him lift
up the voiee of ;'pfl1lise and thanksgiving from day to day.
But, thirdly, ,'are'we such .. by nature? Oh, how dark our nature
is ! How much evil. is there in' us, and in everyone we see t
Some now in the' presence of God may say that there are some
evils to which they never felt the least inclination j but do not
. be deceived. Do not think that you have not the seeds of
these evils in your hearts because, you are not in circum,stances to gratify those evil inclinations. There is every evil in
the heart of man, ,but every evil ,does not always thrive in
it. Who that understands the description given of man's heart
by Solomon at the time of the dedication of the temple will
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deny this 7 It is a description that answers to the believer
either under the Old or New Testament dispensation. The man who
" knows the plague of his own heart," knows that there are innumerable evils there, but that God lays His hand on them and does not
permit them to rage. His eye is on your heart; He sees 'and knows
everything that is passin~ there. He knows 'how often your minds
are inclined to evil. What, then, should you do 7 Look to Jesus.
Live at the foot of the cross. His blood which flows from His pierced
side can alone quiet your fears and comfort your heart on such
occasions. It is from His presence you can derive the strongest
motives to sanctify yourselves to His service. From Him you derive
the most cheerful views and hopes, and those inclinations which are
opposed to the evils of your hearts. ,,'Without Me," says He, "ye
can do nothing." And St. Paul says, in accordance with what the
Lord says, "I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth
me." Therefore lean upon Him, lean upon His atonement and you
will be safe.
Then, again, as the Lord has a special people, He sees and knows
everyone of them; yes, from all eternity; and as He has reason to
know them, we should be deeply aEected under the impression of this
thought. What can we render to the Lord for His great and abundant
goodness 7 And then consider, returning, in fact, to what we have
advanced before-all this is of grace. There is nothing that you have
received but is a gift of free grace.
It is of the Lord Himself, and of
His own free will and good pleasure. It is the Lord and the Lord
alone who enabled you to keep these things in your mind. What
cause, then, is there ,for abundant thanksgiving 7 Salvation from
beginning to end, and from first to last, is all of God. 'rhe very
foundation is laid in grace, and the top stone shall be raised with
shouts of "Grace! grace unto it!" It must be of grace; it cannot
be of works. St. Paul says, "If by grace, then it is no more of works:
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no
more grace: otherwise work is no more work." It must be of one or
the other, but it cannot be of works; see how decided he is on the
point. "By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." He says, God hath saved us before we could
call on Him for mercy; "He hath saved and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according [to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began."
If works had anything to do with the salvation of the saints, whither
would it carry you 7 at least to the assumption of part of the glory
of effecting your salvation, and Jehovah has declared that no flesh
should glory in His presence. Therefore it is of grace, that boasting
may be excluded, and in order that you may be deeply impressed with
the great love of God wherewith He hath loved you, and determine
to cleave to Him, to give Him a whole heart, and to set Him upon the
throne of your whole heart. Satan will contend with you for a
while, and will endeavour to prevail on you to turn the Saviour from
off the throne of your heart, but pray to Him for help, and He will
place your enemy completely under your feet shortly.
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Oh, how easy then is it to leave the Church of Christ in the hand
'Of Christ! The Church of Christ has always been in a perilous
situation. I am sure it is at this time. I speak not of any individual
Church. Consider how Popery prevails and infidelity rages! They are
both decided enemies of the Church of Christ.
May we not fear
that the world is almost overwhelmed by them ~ They are nearly
allied to each other, and their object is the same. But Christ is on
His throne. His Word He has declared shall not pass away.
"Heaven and earth may pass away, but My Word shall not pass
away:" and" Upon this rock will I build My Church." Not, as the
Papist says, St. Peter, but the Saviour is speaking of Himself as the
foundation of His own Church, "and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it." He will have a Church carrying on His work in
the world j that is true of the Church collectively considered, and of
The enemies of His Church
every Church truly devoted to Him.
have no more power to contend with Him, than, as we say, a mite
has to contend with an elephant. " He that is for yon, is more than
all they that are against you," so that you may have all in His
hand. Commend yourselves, then, to Him continually. Raise yonr
Ebenezer every day. It is He that has brought you thus far.
•Sing" Here I raise my Ebenez~r,
Hither by Thine help I'm come:
And I'm sure by His good pleasure,
l:afely to be carried home."
May those who have not tasted of His grace, who have never
given up their hearts to Him, who are setting their affections on
something short of Him, and who are seeking satisfaction and rest
where it cannot be found; oh, may such be convinced of their folly.
Such must find out that every creature will say, "Salvation is not in
me." Thus we find that men of the world seek for a blessing in one
thing, and then give it up for another; and finding that does not
answer, they turn to a third, and thus they are 'vexing and wearying
themselves, as the prophet says, with lying vanities. They turn to
things which cannot give them rest; they are seeking to embrace
shadows. Let them know that Jesus alone can inlpart to them joy
and happiness. He will give them real happiness: "I will cause
those that love Me," says He, "to inherit substance." He will give
them that which is satisfying. And again, He says, "I will fill
their treasury." Let them enlarge their expectations, and conceive
ideas of happiness as extensive as they can, "I will fulfil their wishes."
,0 that this God may be "our God for ever and ever, and our guide
even unto death!" Thank Him if you know Him. If not, may
yon long after Him and seek Him, and you shall find Him to the
praise >lnd glory of His grace, and to your own happiness in t.ime
and eternity.
CHRISTIANS feel it no hardship to believe in Christ's headship.
" Christ is risen," is good tidings to a sonl in prison.
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WARNING WORDS FOR ENGLISH PROTESTANTS.
By 'l'HE LATE BAPTIST W. NOEL.

STORMS are gathering in the sky,
Vengeful thunders hover nigh;
Plague-spots in the Church appear,
FIlling every heart with fear.
Shame and sorrow she must know;
She must drink the cup of woe.
She is wa.ndering from her God,
On her brow write" Ichabod."
Mystic fingers on the wall
Trace her sin and bode her fall :
Warning voices through'the gloom
Tt:ll us of our coming doom.
He who should preach only Christ,
Now a semi-Papal priest,
Would the Church's lord appear,
Not its lowly minister.
Calling all men, great and small,
Down before the priest to fall ;
Priests, forgetting in their pride;
Him who for our ransom died,
Bid us on our works depend,
Not on Christ, the sinner's Friend.
Priests, ambassadors of heaven,
Now pronounce our sins forgiven;
Since, whate'er their want of sense,
They the gifts of grace dispense;
And, ordained by Heaven, possess
Apostolic power to bl~ss.
'
Mean c?mpared to these are. kings;
DynastIes but mushroom thmgs ;
Priests had won their rightful
throne
Ere the crown of England shone;
They had risen to J>rincely state
Long ere En~land s senate sat;
.And when empires fade away,
They shall hold their stedfast sway.
Devotees around them wait
To exalt their lordly state:
See them sit in chancels proud,
High above the vulgar crowd;
See them, when their prayers they
say,
.From the people turn away.

Muttering hidden words of prayer
That the vulgar may not share.
Then at altars rich and high,
Bow and cross, we know not why.
What is wanting P Incense bring,
Morn by morn the matins sing;
Faldstool and sedilia place,
Hang upon the altar lace;
There the dying figure fix,
Knelt before by Catholics;
Then dispense the wafer bread,
Sing due Masses for the dead;
Chant the dirges, slow and sad;
Sacred copes and banners add;
Candlesticks and glittering glaSll,
Credence table, rich reredos;
Pictures round the table set,
Then the show will be complete.
Woe to thee. my country, woe;
Thou canst bear this Papal show;
Thou canst tamely sit and see
This advancing mummery :
Forms exalted to the skies
WhilelGod's Word dishonoured lies.
Rome is fondled as a child,
.
Martyrs scorned and saints reviled;
Truth is bound with priestly chain,
Charity and candour slain;
Pastors who their country warn
From their grieving flocks are torn;
From thc Church they loved at heart
Crowds indignantly depart;
While triumphant errors stand
Lords d the bewildered land.
Oh,for an hour of LUTHER now!
Oh, for a frown of CALVIN'S brow!
Once they broke tbe Papal chain,
Who shall break it now again?
Lord, Thou seest us weak and cold,
Rise as in the days of old;
Bare Thine own Almighty arm,
Save THY;Church from every harm:
And may truth the victory win
Over falsehood, blood, and sin.

THE reason of man can never discover any error in the revelation
of God.
BELIEVERS in the reign of God the Saviour are believers in the ruin
of man the sinner; The unholy humanity of the sinner is not in
accord with the holy Divinity of the Saviour.
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FRAGRANT EPISTOLARY TESTIMONY.
WE are gratefully indebted to Mr; SAMUEL TRIGGS (8, Furlong
Road, Holloway) for the following letters for publication.
They
were written nearly fifty years ago to his worthy father, the late
Mr. ARTHUR TRIGGS, by Mrs. BALL, a daughter of the venerated
Dr. HAWKER, Vicar of Charles Church, Plymouth. The names of
both HAWKER and TRIGGS ll.re justly honoured by, the elder, readers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZIlSE, and with no small pleasure we find a
place for the correspondence In our pages.

February 11th, 1853.
BELOVED of and in the Lord, in the unchanging love and faithfulness
of our precious Lord Jesus, who abidetli the same yesterday, to.day,
and for ever, who rests in His love, and in love ever looks
on His people with delight and declares they are precious in His
. sight, His peculiar treasure. Oh, what love is thus spoken out by
our most precious Lord Jesus, who loved us more than Himself, for
He gave Himself for us. Precious, precious Lord Jesus, Thy love is
beyond all our comprehension, and we must stand beholding with
wonder and crying out, "Oh, the depths of the riches of wisdom
and love thus revealed from our glorious Redeemer, the Lord
our Righteousness." Dearly beloved, your last sweet and savory
epistle was indeed most welcome, it rejoiced my spirit, and
my precious Lord shall have all the glory, for He is the
glorious Almighty One, and we will praise and bless His holy Na~e,
for His mercies are evermore towards us, and the truth of the
Lord endureth for ever. "Praise ye the Lord." I was indeed much
refreshed with what you say in yours, and quite join with you; my
daily song is, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none
upon earth I desire beside Thee; Thou art the strength of my
heart, and my portion, for ever." Truly, my soul cannot bear
what is going on here; fleshly things are full of nothingness,
and my soul only desires substance, for all movables will not
satisfy me, nor can I rest but: on my precious Lord, who will cause His
beloved ones to inherit substance, and He alone can fill their treasures.
Here is peace in believing, and we will praise Him that He hath
given us peace, Himself our peace. Bless Him, 0 my soul, and we
will bless the Lord for all that He is pleased to reveal to us daily,
but more than all, Himself is our All in all. I was indeed refreshed
with what you said on the 103rd Psalm, verses 1, 2, and it gave me
lUuch searching in the precious Word, exuding the sweets, so that
it was very sweet the pondering it over.
Beloved, my mind has been so much with you these few days that I was
anxious to send a few lines by this post, and yet I am driven to
the last minutes before the mail starts. What a mercy it is that
while so much is distressing me around, yet more and more do we
find it all well, for though all the world oppose and distress, yet if
He that is without sin does not cast a stone, what need I fear 1 so we
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will join in singing our sweet Alamoth, "God is our refuge' wnd
strength, a very present help in trouble; therefore will we not fear;"
Kind love to your dear wife, in which my husba.nd joins; :Lls(}
James.
Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,
C. R
Many desire their love. Do favour me again soon.

February 25th, 1853.
DEARLY BELOVED OF THE LORD,-In the same unchanging union, I
with pleasure send this as a member of that one body upheld by the
glorious Head and kept by almighty power who holdeth our soul in
life, and will not suffer our feet to be moved, and above all, His
everlasting arms are underneath, the eternal God our refuge. Precious,
precious Lord Jesus! What a blessed, sure inheritance is here for an
the children of God:" othing shall hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain," saith the Lord: and blessed be the Lord for that dear
word in which He said, "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye;
sons of Jacob are not consumed." Here is indeed a stronghold, and
we will rejoice in this, for we have no strength. nor could we hold
fast, but I can and do rejoice that my precious Lord is my strength,.
and my song, my salvation, my All in all, and so will He be through
all eternity. For" whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is
none on earth I desire but Thee." We feel all else shaking, and
thus we prize our strong Foundation, who abideth the same precious
Lord Jesus Christ, yesterday, to-day, and for ever. "He rests in His
love," and we will rejoice that we have no rest nor peace but in that
love, yea, in our one God, for God is love, and truly we know the
sweetness of rest in Him. Bless Him, 0 my soul. His mercies are
great towards me, and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.
Beloved, my desire has been some days to write, but my weak body,
having a great cold and teasing cough, has prevented, but I feel anxious
to send a line or two, and therefore this comes in, excuse all.
Beloved, I hope to be again soon favoured with a few lines, as it
refreshes my soul. '1'he dear word was indeed most sweet as it
dropped in, "Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall
thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called:
Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married." It was indeed sweet, and it flowed in
with precious union. "Thy Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of
hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The
God of the whole earth shall He be called." Our mercy is to know
that our glorious Lord does refresh and feed His own beloved ones
with sweets, and sends love-tokens, which none knoweth but those
who receive them personally, and those love-tokens abide with those
receivers. Herein, we will rejoice "that this God is our God for ever
and ever, and will be our guide unto death." I must now close or else
this will be too late. Kind love to your dear wife. My husband joins,
also James and Lucy, with a few more who desire me always to give
their love when I write -Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,
CAROLINE BALL.
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April 22nd, 1853.
BELOVED IN THE L.oRP with an everlasting love, which will never
end, but endureth for ever in this precious union,-Once more I am
permitted to send a. few lines to. one so greatly favoured j and I
rejoice in this special :mercy, having a oneness of heart in the same,
and this is the only love which unites the whole body to their
glorious Head, His 10Ye, which passeth all understanding, keeping
the heart and mind ill Christ Jesus. Here is the Fountain from
whence the spring which unites all the members, and keeps them
in their Hest of love j for our precious Jesus saith here He rests,
and what a blessedness here to ponder over. Jesus hateth putting
away, neither shall His own depart from Him, for He will never
leave them nor forsake them, and He will put His fear in their
hearts, that will keep them from departing from Him. It is an
unspeakable mercy to remember that my precious Lord keeps me,
or else surely I should forget my Stronghold. He does all for me
and in me, and my song shall be, "For His mercy endureth for ever.
Praise ye the Lord. Hallelujah! " Beloved, how distinguishing are
our mercies, and new every morning j great is His faithfulness.
Since I last wrote, I have been confined again, my precious Lord
seeing in love towards me to lay me down, but all from the same
source, and I do love to hear His voice in every such event j all the
exercises ,which day after day I pass yet continually proving in them
the sW,eet promise again fulfilled, " My grace is sufficient for thee j
My strength made perfect in weakness." Then I find it sweet to
be kept still in His strength, to know what it is to sit still and
remember His almighty power is with me in all, and will uphold me
and give, me rest in Hiillself, and we rejoice in Him who is the
Lord our Highteousness, our God and glory.
I was grea~\y refreshed .by your last epistle. My precious Lord
directed the inind, so that it was a sweet savour indeed, such as my
soul was thirsting after-the Word of life, Christ All in all. It
came so sweetly in and so quietly, that it was manifested as the
Lord so directed both mind and the desires. It is most sweet to
behold how the Lord so graciously is going before His own, that the
Word is blessedly fulfilled, "Before My people call, I will answer j.
and while, they are yet speaking, I will hear." Bless Him, 0 my
soul, He knoweth all concerning me, and the suited mercy is.'
already laid up forthe hour of need. That portion I have felt much,
and the sweets which are contained in it, "The Lord will with the
temptation make a way for you to escape, that you may be able to
bear it." A precious Lord Jesus, who" knoweth our frame, and remembereth we are dust," is our Way, our Truth, and our Life, and He
will not suffer us .to be tempted above that we are able j and then
it follows that with the temptation He will make a way j and when
the subject opens that He was tempted in all points like unto His
brethren, but no sin, therefore when the devil came. to Him he could
not find anything. But with us it is otherwise, and therefore I feel
the cry going forth, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe," but.
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no safety otherwise. What a blessed state to feel less than nothing,
yea, to groan, being burdened with such, while our precious, glorious
Christ All in all. And. it will be ere long' we shall sce Him facc
to face without those clouds which are n~w distressipg us.
Do, beloved, soon favour' me with- aliothel' . short epistle, as I need
it much, and. I trust your bodily health isimpl'oving' since you last
wrote. With love to your dear wife-my husband joins me-·and
many more who always desire me to send theii'(tl'ove to you. The
Lord will bless you, yea, He hath blessed you, and will do you good,
for His name sake.
Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,
C. BALL.
Jaly, 14th, 1853.
DEARLY BELOVED OF 'fHE LORD, and in thc same unchanging
union,-I am once more privileged to send a few lines to thank you
for your last sweet epistle. While I do remember your penning down,
I have a greater joy in knowing that my precious, precious Lord Jesus
Jmoweth my frame, and remembereth I am but dust, and He doth
so graciously appoint for me in all. things, so that the very hour
of need He knoweth, and suits the sweets which He so graciollsly
has in wisdom and love ordained for me, to comfort and cheer while
in this wilderness of sin, pressing on to our Father's house; and
what a preci0us love does our most. glorious Lord reveal in those
sweet words when. He says, I will come again and "receive you unto·
Myself, that where I am there ye shall .be also." Wh3-t comfort and
joy come home with these. sweet words; for what "is our rejoicing 1
Surely only. in our. glorious Lord Jesus,. our All in all, for He'is our
all, our life is hid with Christ' in God,' and .. He. so sweetly saith,
"Because I live, ye shall live also." He h6lrle.th our' souls in life,
and will not suffer our feet to be moved.
Wha:t a stronghold, all
in our pre~ious. HOlder, ,for He. alone can and. will uphold, and
this is the cause we stand firm-His strength perfect in weakness,
and then we shall cry out, "I will rejoice in the Lord, I will triumph
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me, for
when I am weak then am I strong." This is a great mercy to know
and fcel, and it crumbles me in the dust while writing it down, for
the distinguishing grace which my precious Jesus hath revealed
unto me, so that it makes my glorious Lord so very precious to me,
and I sink in the view of my nothingness, while my precious Jesus
is exalted, and,. indeed, very high, far above all things, and the
sweet ministry of God the Holy Ghost, in taking of the .things of
Jesus and showing. them unto me. . This is blessed in receiving
such testimony. c,Oncerning our glorious Lord our Husband, the Lord
·our Righteousness. "The eternal God our refuge,' and underneath
are lIis everlasting arms." These blessed words are more and more
precious to me, and every letter is weighty and' speaks so blessedly
to me, that I can dwell 011 them and pondei' over. the mercies of
my gracious God in so revealing His love to'me in those blessed

.'
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words, as they are so very suited to my state and circumstances.
Beloved, I began this without knowing what was going on in matters
concerning you, for I do not see anyone but those that are in the
home, but Mr. DOUDNEY ca,Hed last night to see me, and to give
me such a delightful prosp~ct of seeing you again here. He said
that you had written Miss S--, to say )'OU had a servant of the
Lord whom you could let preach in your chapel, and at the same
time it was desired for you to come to preach in the same chapel
you did last time when here. Mr. B-- was going away for six
weeks, and you could suit yourself as to what time, or all the time,
if you could do so, and that a letter was sent you by that post. My
heart, with numbers more, was right glad in the Lord, knowing that
His presence would be with you, and we were rejoicing in the prospect
of having the same blessed, precious truths concerning our glorious
Lord Jesus we were so highly favoured with when we were together
in our sacred place; but this morning has brought sad and mournful
things to hear that you cannot come. I wish you had rested on
the business and thought it over before you gave your decision,
as then I think, Mrs. TRIGGS coming with you, that your mind
might have been otherwise directed.
As it. is, oh that you could
come! it would be such a heart-warming, and, indeed, a precious
savour of Christ to the children of God here. I feel greatly cast
down at your not coming, as it is not now very likely we shall
again meet here. My frame is going down fast, but, blessed be
my precious Lord, He is "the strength of my heart, and my portion
for ever." Hallelujah. Amen.
With love to dear :Mrs. T--, in which Mrs. B - - joins,
Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,
C. B.

August 5th, 1853.
BELOVED OF THE LORD,-Precious mercy and rich favour to be one
so highly honoured indeed, none can speak out the greatness of
such distinguishing grace, manifested, but those who are the
blessed and chosen ones, and truly those are overwhelmed with the
riches of the mercy in Christ Jesus our Lord, so revealed unto them
in personal love to their souls, and we will join to praise our
glorious Lord, "for His mercy endureth for ever; " and this I feel even
this very hour as fresh· and blessed as the very moment I first was
so favoured with the precious sight of my everlasting union with my
glorious Lord Jesus, my Husband, my Redeemer, the Eternal God,
my Refuge, and the everlasting arms are underneath. Indeed, we
need more and more every day a fresh manifestation of such everlasting love revealed, for we are still in the wilderness, and I find
the thorns are the same, and my feelings the same; but I do rejoice,
that while I am poor and needy my precious Lord Jesus thinketh
upon me, and His thoughts are thoughts of peace towards me.
Yea, He is the God of peace, and the end is declared to be an exp\')ctedi
end, which will be in seeing Him face to face in glory. Beloved,
p
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your sweet epistle which I received yesterday gave me great pleasure,
to find you were a little better in your body; the medicine which
you had taken, the Lord gave a bles1>ing with it, so that the pain
was less; and I was glad to find you took a little strong wine,
which I am quite sure will do you good; do not leave it off, for you
really need it. I truly enter into your feelings in the illness of
1fr. JONES. As the dear Word so sweetly says, there is nothing too
hard for the Lord, therefore I would hope that the change of air
may be blessed of the Lord to restore him, and that this sickness
The present afflictions are,
will be made a blessed one to him.
indeed, not joyous, for we are too apt to look at them, and as we
feel, so to judge; but this is not the right way, for this I find is
judging after the flesh, which is contrary to the Spirit, but, precious
.Jesus, do Thou give me to hang all my cares on Thee, and sure
I am all will be well, for Thy love is above all, and in all, and through all,
and I do desire to crown Thee Lord of all!
Do pardon all in this hasty scrawl, for I was anxious to send
a line by return of post, but could hardly be suffered so to do from
so many interruptions. Do let me again be soon favoured with a
sweet epistle. With love to dear Mrs. TRTGGs, in which all join,
Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,
CAROLINE BALL.

[No date.]
DEARLY BELOVED OF THE LanD and in the same unchangeable and
precious foundation of everlasting love,-Our most glorious Christ,
who hath loved us and given Himself for us, ever liveth for us,
our eternal life, and is our life, and He declares, "Because I live,
ye shall live also," one life, one love, members of His body and His
flesh and His bones. ·What can come between us to separate or
make any inroads in this secret enclosure? Not Satan, I am sure,
for our precious Lord Jesus will not suffer His own to be overcome
by Satan. No, blessed be my glorious Lord, He keepeth and holdeth
our souls in Himself, our everlasting life, and (hitherto) no further
shall Satan come. Oh, beloved, how sad and sorrowful did your last
sayings on this subject make me when I read the sweet and savoury
beginning of yours I received on Friday last. It warmed and refreshed
my soul, and I also found sweet union with you in the dear fellowship
with each glorious Person, both personally and in the unity of the
essence, and it remains unalterable, the same, precious and everlasting.
·What a sweet and precious mercy, all the changeable things make
no alteration herein, nor can there be any change here. But I must
say that it has sorely distressed me, when you charge me with quoting
part of your words. No, I cannot bear it from you, beloverl. ·When
you said, "Quite Willing; no objection to it," of course it was
with us both the same, if the Lord's will was so. Could we desire it
contrary to His will? No. Therefore this was as we both would desire
it, and I should say that when you said what you did to the children
in Gower Street that you had not a wish to leave them, your mind
was in the same, " the will of the Lord; " but still, our mind here was
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not like yours, which made us anxious to tell ours, and although,
beloved, you do not appear to view "that there was any real
apprehension relative to your return to T. C., and give it thus who
were there that signed the requisition, not their intervention in
the chapel." I know this, but do not be angry with me when I
say those who did sign were more to be thought of, more weighty.
Doth not our precious Lord Jesus say, "The life is more than meat,
and the body than raiment" 1 The gold and silver are under His
direction, and He knoweth whereof we have need. But, beloved, do
hot let us enter again on this mournful subject, but do write me as
often as you can, and let our precious Lord Jesus be alone the whole
of all we write. For He is the altogether lovely, and the chiefest
of all. Kind love to dear Mrs. '1'--, and do write again soon.
Yours in onr precious Lord Jesus,
CAROI"INE BALL.

THE BRIDE'S PORTRAIT OF HERSELF.

"I am black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of Jel'Usalem. Look not upon
me, because I am black, beeause the sun hath looked 7ljJon me."SOLmWN's SONG i. 5, 6
BUT who is this that claims the rank of Bride to the King of kingsthat asserts that she has been led by Himself into His pavilion, and
entreats to be admitted again 1 She looks unbecoming so high a
station, unworthy of so great a privilege. The unfitness is felt by
herself, and knowing that it is too manifest to others, she addresses
them, to obviate the objection, "0 ye daughters of Jerusalem" I am black." Blackness of visage is in Scripture a frequent image of
aflliction: "For the hurt of the daughter of my people I am black;
astonishment hath taken hold on me." It is enough for the disciple to
he as his Master, and if the visage of the Man of sorrows was "so
marred, . mqre than any man's, and His countenance more than
the sons of men," your countenance, believer, will oft be clouded by
aflliction, necessities, distresses, infirmities, reproaches. Yet never are
you more comely than when your mother's children are angry with you
101' your Master's sake; being driven from among them, the sun scorches
'you; for then most of all "the Spirit of glory- and of God resteth
upon yon."
But this blackness is a still more lively emblem of the defiling and
-deforming power of iniquity. "Though ye hath lien among the pots,
'yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver." The
face and raiment, blackened with smoke and soot, are here emblematic
,of sin, for the same persons are depicted as rebels.
"Thou hast
received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious also." Man was made in
the image of God, very good and very fair, "a N azarite whiter than
oSnow ; " but by transgression his "visage has become blacker than a
-coal," so that he could not now be recognised The dark-staining effect
of sin on the soul is set forth in Jeremiah by the very same figure
~s in the Song, when he makes the inquiry, "Can the Ethiopian
p 2
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change his skin?" and returns the reply, "Then may ye also that are
accustomed to do evil learn to do well."
Black, "as the tents of Kedar," denotes the deepest blackness, as of
the Ethiopian's skin, whether we take it of the dark felt with which,
sometimes, or rather of the dark goat-skins, or the camel's hair, with
which more frequently the tent of the wild Arab is described as
covered. The inmate of that tent was also black, like its covering;
and the contrast most marked between him and the Nazarite whiter
than snow, who ministered in the holy place "before the curtains of
Solomon." A wild wanderer likewise he was, an Ishmaelite, the child
of Hagar, the son of the bondwoman; a lively image of the unsubdued
rebel, who promises himself liberty and is the servant of corruption.
" Woe is me," said one of the virgins that love the Lord Jesus, "that
I dwell in the tents of Kedar." Of old he had lodged there, when "his
moisture was turned into the drought of summer;" but it was all the
more sad to return thither again for his habitation. "0 wretched
man that I am!" is the voice of another from those tents of Kedar,
"who shall deliver me?" The Bride of Christ had been a child of the
bondwoman, and her skin had become as black as the Arab's tent. No
beauty, no comeliness, no fairness, po loveliness was in her; and she
owns that she still retains the odious brand. It is not all that marks
her now, but sin deforms her still; and she confesses, not" I was black,"
but" I am black, 0 daughters of Jerusalem."
It is the soul's turning-point between death and life when first
brought to this confession, "I am black." Nature acknowledges both
spot and defect, for these it cannot disown, and even its dull eye sees
them. But the whole person deformed and disfigured, the whole visage
marred, it will not confess. "I am nnt black," is the plea of nature; "I
have walked through the muddy paths of sin, and bespattered my
raiment, or I have even stumbled into the ditch and bemired myself
all over; but I shall wash the defilement away, and walk heedfully the
rest of my course." But the almighty Spirit alone can drive in the
conviction and draw forth the confession, " I have done evil, and cannot
ceaSiJ from sin; I have done evil, and cannot learn to do well; I have
done evil, and cannot efface one stain, for mine is the Ethiopian's skin;
1 am black, with no contrasted comeliness." How humbling, -how
saddening, yet how hopeful, yea, how relieving, when the uneasy spirit
ceases the vain strife to bring a clean thing out of an unclean,
the endless effort to wash the Ethiopian white, and owns, "1 am black."
A sad and lowly rest it is, yet a rest from labouring in the fire. So
is it likewise with the believer daily; "I am black," would save
him a world of inward labour, and hours of cheerless distance from his
God.
" But comely, as the c1wiains of Solomon."-The Bride of Christ, in her
own outcast condition, is black, like the tents of Kedar in the wilderness. But, through grace, she is comely, like the "curtains of fine
twined linen" which adorned the tent of the Prince of Peace when
He journeyed through the wilderness with His people; and like "the
veil of fine linen," which alike in the tabernacle and the temple, en·
closed the holiest of all, being seen by God from within, and by man
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from without. "Thy beauty was perfect through My comeliness which
I had put upon thee." To nature it seems excessive humiliation to
confess, "I am black;" to nature it equally seems excessive presumption to declare, "I am comely." "Neither black nor comely,"is her
confession; "not altogether black, not altogether comely." " Both
black and comely," is the language of the Bride; "altogether black
in myself, altogether comely in the b€auty of the Lord Jesus
Christ." Christ of God is made unto her wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification and redemption; and being accepted in the Beloved,
and found in Him, she confesses, "I am comely.1I
She denies
not, but confesses, "I am comely as the curtains of Solomon."
It is no self-exaltation, nor boasting in aught of her own, but
glorying in the Lord," to the praise of the glory of His grace,
wherein He hath made her accepted in the Beloved." Black,
like Kedar's tents, without any beauty in herself; {lomely, like Solomon's curtains, without any flaw, in Christ Jesus; ever learning each
of these more and more, ever becoming more vile in herself and in her
oWn eyes, ever becoming more comely in Christ Jesus; that is, growing
daily in the conscious need of His comeliness, depending more entirely
on it, accepting- more' cordially of it, and rejoicing more triumphantly
in it.
" Look not upon me, because I am black." "Fix not your eyes on me,
examine me not, for I cannot stand it. You look for spots, I own them
all, and am blacker than you aceount me; yet for my Redeemer's sake
overlook not His comeliness, wherewith He hath invested me. My
sins have taken such hold on me that I am unable to look up ; look
not upon me, daughters of Jerusalem; luok not upon me, Lord of all,
but hide Thy face from my sins." The soul convinced of its own guilt
cannot bear to be looked on by God's eye above, cannot bear to be
looked on by human eyes around, cannot bear to be looked on by its
own eye within. It feels as if its exceeding sinfulness were evident to
the whole universe, written and seen on the very countenance.-Dr. A.
Moody Stuart.
THE COVENANT OF GRACE.
DID Christians but study the Covenant of grace more, and understand
better than they do the difference between the Covenant of grace
and the Covenant of works, how would their fears and doubts about
their spiritual estates vanish, as the clouds before the sun when it
shines in its greatest strength and glory. It was the saying of an
eminent minister on his death-bed, that he had much peace and
quietness, not so much from a greater measure of grace than other
ministers had, or from any immediate witness of the Spirit, but
because he had a more clear understanding of the Covenant of grace
than many others, having studied it and preached it so many years
as he had done.-Brookes' "Cabind of Choice Jewels."
A 'CIIRISTIAN performs his earthly duties when enjoying in his soul
the Saviour's heavenly beauties.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
AN interesting ceremony took place last month in the Court of
Session, Edinburgh, in connection with the accession of KIKG
EDWARD VII., the members of the Bar being present in considerable
numbers, in addition to most of the Lords of Session. The LORDJUSTICE GENERAL said :-" I have the honour to present to your lordships the order by his Most Gracious Majesty the KING, in Council,
directing that an instrument containing the oath taken and subscribed by his Majesty on the 23rd day of this month, and witnessed
by the Lords of the Privy Council, be transmitted to this Court to be
recorded in the books of sederunt, and afterwards to be forthwith
lodged in the public register of Scotland." All present then rose,
while his lordship and the chair read first the oath taken by his
MAJESTY to inviolably maintain and preserve the settlement of the
true Protestant religion, with the government, worship, discipline,
rights, and privileges of the Church of Scotland as ei>tablished by
the laws of the K,illgdom in prosecution of the Claim of Right, and
then the instrument containing the direction of transmission.
His
lordship finally read the order of his MAJESTY pledging the SOVEREIGN
succeeding to the late Sovereign to inviolably maintain the settlement
of the religion of the Church of Scotland.-Captain COBHAM, Chairman
of the Church Association, writing to the press last month on the
subject of the SOVEREIG~'S declaration against Popery, says:"Parliament dare not alter the Constitution of this country by a
snatch vote and without any mandate from the Commons of England.
By more than one Act of Parliament it is stipulated that the
Declaration against Transubstantiation shall be made by the KIKG on
the first day of the meeting of his first Parliament, and he would
certainly not be walking in the steps of his revered predecessor if on
Thursday next he failed in that constitutional obligation. That is
but a suitable method of testifying to his absolute acceptance of the
Protestant Settlement of 1688, which is the sole guarantee of our
civil and religious liberties. Regarded as a political safeguard, there
is nothing' insulting' in declaring that the reigning :JIonarch holds
that view of the 'Mass' which is necessarily involved in the Protestant succession. ' Idolatry' does not mean the worship of any
false God, but the attempt to worship the true God 'under the
form' or 'similitude' of one of his creatures. This is the undoubted
teaching and practice of the Roman Church, which is a political
propaganda wedded to the 'temporal power' of ecclesiastics, and
using the :Monarch for political ends, fatal to the cause of freedom
whenever it has had the chance of doing so."-Spain, the land of
the horrible Inquisition, is awaking to the intolerable presence of
the Jesuits. The indignation of the populace of Madrid and other
leading towns in the Peninsula has broken out in acts of violence, and
the Spanish Government finds it extremely difficult to suppress the
fury of the people. The Westminste1' ,Gazette recently ,contained the
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following statement :-" It is stated by observers on the spot that
the feeling ag-ainst the Jesuits in Spain has been growing for some
time. 'l'he dramatist PEREZ GAWOS (says the Mail correspondent)
produced a few nights ago a drama name:! 'Electra,' in which a
young girl is decoyed into becoming a nun through being made to
believe that the man with whom she is in love is her brother,
which is not true. Something of the sort happened in Madrid in
real life a short time ago, and the indignation was great. On
Thursday, after the trial of a case in which the mother of a
wealthy girl seeks damages from the Jesuits for illegally inducing
her daughter to enter a convent, and for keeping her there against
the mother's will, thousands filled the streets in front of the Jesuit
College, crying 'Death to the Jesuits' and 'Long live liberty
They made so formidable a demonstration that troops were ordered
to reinforce the police. The crowds replied with cheers for the
Army and for the King, and then went on with cries of 'Death to
the Jesuits!' The state to which the anti-clerical movement has
brought the country may be gauged from the fact that the chief
newspaper, El Impa1'l:ial, has been prosccuted for describing a police
charge in which several people were injured, and in Pamplona a
paper has been suppressed for attacking the priests. The Liberals
are rapidly becoming resolved to wage an energetic war against the
spread of clericalism, and to show that Spain shall not be priestridden again." A later report says: " The anti-clerical demonstrations
continued until nearly midnight, and several serious incidents
occurred.
Despite the number of mounted and foot guards on
duty, the demonstrators wrecked the front of the Convent of Jesus
and made an angry manifestation in front of the Convent of the
Sacred Heart, in which the girl Ubao is kept by the Jesuits.
With savage cries of 'Death to the Jesuits!' they pelted the building with stones and made an attempt to set it on fire. The Theatre
Royal was surrounded by soldiers, as a gala performance was being
The members of the
given inside before a brilliant audience.
Royal party in the theatre were, however, greeted with hearty
cheers on their appearance.
Parties of students gathered in the
streets and cheered in front of the various anti-clerical newspapers."
-The Council of the Imperial Protestant Federation last month
passed the following resolutions: -" That the Council of the Imperial
Protestant Federation, which comprises representatives of twentyseven Evangelical organizations now federated for united action,
begs to express the hope that the PRIME MINISTER will advise the
Crown to appoint to the vacant See of London a prelate who has
in the past upheld the Protestant Constitution of the Reformed
Church of England, and who will require. the lawless clergy in the
Diocese of London to faithfully observe their ordination vows, and
obey the decisions of the QUEEN'S Court on matters ritual and
doctrine.
That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the
MARQUESS of SALISBURY and to the Press. That the attention of
the SECRETARY of S'l'A'l'E for 'V AR be respectfully and very earnestly
directed to the importance of appointing as successor to the retiring
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Chaplain-General of HIS MAJESTY'S Forces, a clergyman who will
faithfully observe the laws of the Church of England as laid down.
and defined by the judgments of t.he Queen in Council, and who
will exact a similar conformity from all military chaplains under
his orders. That copies of this resolution be sent to the Secretary
of State for War, the MARQUESS of SALISBURY, Mr. ARTHUR BALFOUR,
and to the Press."-The National Protestant League, which is a
department of the Church Association, has succeeded in obtaining
the signatures of fifty-three members of Parliament to a memorial
to LORD SALISBURY respecting the appointment of a successor to the
late BISHOP of LONDON. The letter urges the extreme desirability
of selecting at the present crisis "only such persons as by their
public conduct and utterances have given security for their loyal
adherence to the formularies of the Church of England, and who
will undertake to observe the law as declared by HIS MAJESTY'S
judges, not only in their own persons, but will enforce it
with impartiality and consistency upon their brother clergy."The attention recently called to the political aspirations of the Vatican
has prompted the Vienna correspondent of the Times to contribute to
his journal an .interesting article on the general relations of the Roman
Catholic Church with the politics both of the Italian kingdom and of
other countries. He points out that there have been several indications in the last decade of a tendency on the part of Roman Catholic
bishops outside Italy to resist the interference of the Vatican with
their action as regards matters of secular politics; and he expresses
the opinion-which we find it difficult to share-that the effect will
ultimately be "to transform the absolute rule of the Papacy into
something approaching constitutional government." If such a movement comes to anything the first step, as ihis writer shows, will be
to relieve the Roman Catholic countries from the incubus of the
rremporal Power policy of the Vatican. At present it is this that
colours all the actions of the Papacy, one of whose main objects is to
sow dissension between the Italian kingdom and other Powers. The
objection to the attempts of the Curia to influence the politics of
other countries is the more apparent when it is remembered that the
Italian cardinals outnumber those of all the rest of the world combined,
and that the bishops of the same nationality have also an overpowering
predominance. In fact the Romish Church is really a merely Italian
organization. So long as the restoration of temporal power remains
an object cif the POPE'S desire, this Italian character of the Church
must be maintained; though, as the Times correspondent truly says,
progressive nations can hardly tolerate for very long "the interference in their public life of a number of elderly Italian prelates
residing in Rome, whose complete absence of sympathy with their
national sentiments and aspirations, is combined with an entire
ignorance of their social and political requirements."
A MERELY reformed character is sorry for the outward act of sin,
a regenerate person is sorry for the inward fact or nature of it.
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TAMPERING WITH THE CORONATION OATH.
THE boldness of Rome's aggressions on the British Constitution
increases in audacity.
The latest illustration of this formi~able
fact is found in an agitation, got up by "Cardinal" VAUGHAN'S
organ, The Tablet, and backed by a compact body of Roman Catholic
peers, to get a modification in the terms of the Sovereign's Declaration against the idolatry and superstition of Popery and the
Protestant Coronation Oath, because, forsooth, they offend the Pope's
supporters in England! We rejoice' in the knowledge that no
alteration in the fundamental statutes of the realm which embody
the ipsissima verba. of the two documents can be made by the mere
will of the British Government, but only by Act of Parliament.
More than that: the question involved in making alterations in the
Declaration and the Oath are of too grave a character for any
Government to bring in a Bill for that purpose without an express
mandate from the electorate of the United Kingdom. We are glad
to record the fact that at the opening of Parliament by His
Majesty EDWARD the SEVENTH on the 14th ult., the Sovereign
duly made the statutable Declaration against 'l'ransubstantiation, the worshipping of the Virgin Mary and the "Saints,"
and the Dispensing Power of the Pope, in presence of the
Court, the House of Peers, and the House of Commons,
and signed the Declaration-as the very first business he performed when taking his seat upon the Throne. At the close of
the ceremony, the Roman Catholic DUKE of NORFoLK-the Pope's
most devoted servant in the English Peerage-along with the other
Papal Peers sitting in the Upper House, lodged a protest against
the terms of the Declaration solemnly made by the KING. The
LORD HIGH CHA.J.,\,CELLOR of England had already informed the Duke
and his co-religionists that the terms of the statute could only
be altered by a repealing statute, and so the SOVEREIGN must
follow in the steps of his royal predecessOl:s. As bearing on this
very important subject, our contemporary, The English· Churchman,
published the following leading article a week prior to the opening
of Parliament by the KING:THE KING'S CORONATION OATH.
A PAPAL AGGRESSION.
Indications of a sinister nature are daily becoming apparent that the
Papal authorities are prepared at the present historic crisis to raise the
question of the propriety of KING EDWARD the SEVEIS'TH'S making the
Statutable Declaration against Rome's idolatrous Mass, the figment
of Transubstantiation, and the superstitious practice of worshipping
the Virgin Mary and the "Saints," as. well as against the pretended
power of the POPE to absolve a British Sovereign from his oath.
Thus, the Tablet, " Cardinal" VAUGHAN'S own organ, without even
decently waiting till our beloved QUEEN was laid to rest, accorded last
week the first place in its columns to a paragraph as follows:" Attention is called to the wording of the Coronation Oath about to
be proposed to. KING EDWARD VII. It is pointed out that as it stands

202·

. The Gospel Magazine.

the Oath not only contains statements insulting to the faith of ten
millioml of British subjects, but also suggests that Catholics cannot
be trpsted to tell the truth. The same Odh was formerly imposed
upon members of Parliament, but in their case has long since been
abolished as insufferable." The editorial observations on the subject
we hereafter quote, and do not doubt that all loyal adherents of the
Constitution of ",this Protestant Kingdom" (Bill of Rights) will take
note of the latest aggression which the Vatican seeks to make on the
Protestant Settlement of 1688.
Be it never forgotten that the right essential to the lawful
succession to the Throne of Kuw EDWARD the SEVENTH was his
"BEIKG PROTESTANT." Had HIS MAJESTY unhappily fallen into the
hands of any designing agents of the POPE during his Heirship
Apparent, his lawful claim to the Crown of Protestant England
would have been ipso facto forfeited, and the next in hereditary
succession, in the same dynasty, "llEIXG PROTESTANT," would have
aEcended the Throne. In the estimation of the late wise and good
PttINCE COKSORT, WJLLIA~I the THIRD, to whom our Protestant Constitution if! so largely due, was the model of British monarchs. In
1851 the lamented father of our new SOVEREIGN thus expressed his
appreciation of VVILLIAM of ORANGE :-" WILLIA1[ Ill. the greatest
Sovereign this country has to boast of, by whose sagacity and energy
was closed that bloody struggle for civil and religious liberty which
so long had convulsed this country, and who had secured to us the
inestimable privileges of our Constitution and our Protestant faith."
It was the Anti-Papal Constitution, established under the sceptre.
of that godly and staunch Protestant ruler, that secured to ALBERT
EDWARD, PRINCE of WALES, the dignity of wielding the sceptre over
the now vast British Empire. '1'he Throne of the United Kingdom
is to-day a Protestant Throne-Protestant in a religious sense, as
well as Protestant iu its political aspects. The religion professed by
the hereditary claimant to the Throne must be Protestant, and an
unequivocal profession of that religion must be solemnly sworn to by
him, before the MOST HIGH GOD and before the Nation. If Papists
and Infidels, who at present happily constitute but a small minority
in the land, object to a Protestant Constitution, let them show us
where, in the whole world, there flourishes an empire more free, more
prosperous, more potent, and more happy than that over which our
beloved QUEEN VICTORIA, as an oath-pledged Protestant Sovereign,
Even the
swayed the sceptre for upwards of sixty-three years.
deputation of fanatical devotees who, under the fatuous leadership of
the DUKE of NORFOLK, recently kissed the toe of Priest PECCI at the
Vatican, admitted the unexampled freedom they enjoyed under our
Protestant Constitution. But the enjoyment of freedom in the exercise
of their own religion is not the Vatican ideal. Supremacy for the
POPE over all earthly potentates, and over the religious convictions
and consciences of their subjects, will alone satisfy the claims of him
that ., sitteth in the temple of GOD, showing Himself that He is GOD."
To weaken, and finally· break down, the Protestant bulwarks
which our prescien,t forefathers constructed to resist Romau
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usurpation has long been the cherished policy of the Papacy. If
only ,the present opportune movement in national affairs could be
successfully utilised for obtaining a concession from the State in
the direction of modifying the Protestant obligations of the SOVEREIGN
to the nation, an important step would, of course, be secured
towards the final accession of a Homan Catholic to the throne of
the Empire. Our readers will readily note the plausible pretext on
which the Tabld urges t~e latest demand of "Cardinal" VAUGHAN
and, the Papal hierarchy. The DUKE. of NORFOLK, forsooth, must
not be insulted by the KING! Hather let drastic alterations be
made in the. Coronation procedure, and let the obligation of the
Crown to Protestantism be relaxed. And for whom? For the same
faction whidh lately avowed a wish that the lawful KING of ITALY
and his subj.~cts might be lorded over by the BISHOP of RO~fE, as
a ·temporal tuler!
,Bnt QUI', Papal contemporary shall voice its own case, in its own
words. The Tablet says :-" In the impending Coronation Service,
also, further expression will be given to the inviolable Protes~ant
ism of the Establishment. But on that Coronation Service we
must be permitted a word of our own. W"ith the internecine strife
within the Established Church we are concerned only as observers,
though as deeply-often painfully-interested observers. But the
form of the 'Coronation Oath does mnch more than show its preference for the 'Lmv,' rather than the 'High,' in Anglicanism.
It goes out of its way to make the SOVEREIGN not merely the
abjurer of this or that' High' tenet, but the open insulter of the
Faith of his Catholic subjects, whose sacred beliefs are branded as
idolatry and superstition. 'I do believe,' EDWARD VII. will be
expected t.o declare, 'that in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
there is not any Transubstantiation, and that the invocation and
adoration of the Virgin Mary or any other Saint, and the Sacrifice
of the.. Mass as they are now used in the Church of Home, are
superstitiOlls and, idolatrous.'
As if this were not enough to
enforce on the KING; who has knelt time and again at Nuptial
and at Hequiem Mass before our altars, the altars of GOD, a passage
is thrust upon his tongue which causes him to impugn by implication the personal honour of Catholics as men of truth and plain
speakers-and this in the very presence of his EARL MARSHAL. The
theory is that a Catholic would take the oat.h with reservations.
He would have his crown and his Mass too. So the KING must
stand up and say: 'I do solemnly declare I make this declaration,
and every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the
words read unto me,' as they are commonly understood hy English
Protestants '- [the irony of it to-day 1)-' without any evasion,
equiyocation, or mental reservation whatsoev(Jr, and without any
dispensation already granted me for this purpose by the Pope, or
any authority or person whatsoever, or without any hope of any
other such dispensation from any person or authority, or without thinking that I am or can be acquitted before GOD or man, or absolved
of this declaration or any part thereof, although the Pope, or any
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other person or persons or power whatsoever, should dispense with Ql'
annul, the same, 01' declare that it was null and void from the
beginning.' Such language from the mouth of the ruler of ten
millions of loyal Catholics, we must plainly say, is intolerable. It
is an insult to the Pontiff and to the Catholic world: it is an
insult to the Kum himself, and to nobody, we are certain, will
its terms be more utterly obnoxious. In this respect the KING is
bound, while his subjects are emancipated.. Until 1829 this very
same oath had to be taken by mel11bers of Parlia;nllmt. ,It was
then abrogated for subjects of the Crown, except in, the case of
the Lord Chancellors of England and Ireland. and a fe\\-"otherhigh
officers of State. In 1867 a Bill abolished the' oath,"!for these in
England, with one single exception.. The Conserw.ttivd ,par,ty, with
its great majority in both' 1:1 ouses 'of Padiament,. lia~ ; time and
power to follow this precedent and to free the .. K;I~G from the
obligation of imposing an indignity upon an ill1Inl),~e body of
those who to-day acclaim his rnle."
. ;"
.
So far the adventurous Tablr:t... Let loyal Engiishmen note well
the daring proposal made by Dr. VAliGHAN'S newspaper.
The
"Conservative Party" are looked to as' being strong enough to
repeal fundamental statutes, which cost England a revolution and a
King his throne. The people of England drove the traitor J AMES n.
from the country, and constitutionally determined that " never again"
should a Papist sit on the English throne. Were LORD' SALISBURY,
with a view to pleasing his Papal supporters, to introduce a bill to
modify the Protestant obligations of the Crown, he would raise such
a,storm of public indignation as would hurl his Ministry-and justly
hurl them-from office and power.
Nor would the result be less summary were the Conservatives
to support any such Bill if introduced by a private member' of
Parliament. We do not say it is unlikely that in the forthcoming
Session a Roman Catholic member will be found sufticiently dating
to move a resolution in favour of some .modification of the form
under which the SOVEREIGN now abjures the fundamental doctrines
of Popery. About thirty years ago a precedent was set when
SIR COLMAN O'LoGHLEK gave notice of a motion in the House of
Commons to the following effect :-" After the passing of this' Act,
no Sovereign of Great Britain and Ireland shall be required to
take, make, or subscribe at their Coronation, or on the first day of
their first Parliament, whichever shall first happen, or any other
time, the Declaration called the Declaration against Transubstantiation and the Invocation of Saints' and the Sacrifice of the Mass as
practised in the Church of Ro~c, 'anything in the Bill of Rights or
Act of Settlement to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding." It
would therefore be prudent and well for all our Protestant organizations to make ready for such a vigorous 'opposition in Parliament
to any proposals of the kin~, intimated· as ShO~lH secure the
Protestantism of the throne and the" nation .for generations to
con1 e, and teach the Papal authorities that England will never
surrender her blood-won liberties to an alien, tyrant priesthood.
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A GREAT SIGHT.
EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS BY MR. JAMES WRIGHT, BRISTOL.
(EXODUS

,

iii. 3,)

THAT which was presented to Moses' natural eyes was ., a great sight."
It was "'a great sight" even from what would now be called a
scientific point of view. . . . . But this sight was "a great sight" in
a deeper sense. God Himself was there in that bush, and the form
in which He presented Himself on this occasion, seems to have reference
to the condition of His people, Israel. That bush, that nation, has
always been on fire, yet not consumed.
And we the people of God now, "the Israel of God" (Gal. vi. 16),
have to read deeply important lessons for our own edification, instruction, warning, and encouragement, from God's dealings with that
nation; we have to see the parallel between their experience and our
own. Just as Israel was set forth figuratively by that bush which
was always burning and never consumed, so we are taught in Acts xiv.
"that we must through. much t.ribulation enter into the kingdom of God."
Paul tells us thai:>~ because we are sons, we come under the' disciplining
hand of our FatllBr (Heb. xii. 7). He tells us that suffering is a gift
(Phil. i. 29). . Retells us on another occasion, " All who will live godly
in Christ Jesus ,spall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). Therefore,
whether from the'hand of man for righteousness' sake, or whether from
the hand of our Father for parental discipline, we all pass through the'
fire, yet we are not consumed, that very fire accomplishes Hi~ purposes
of infinite blessi\1g to us, as it has done, and will do for Israel. Another
Apostle says, "For a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations." There is a "needs be" for them all, and those
who are passing through them are, enabled by the Spirit of God to
rejoice in prospect of the inheritance.
There is a Divine side as well as a human side of this "great sight.'"
The bush was a symbol of the people of Israel, the fire a symbol of
affliction. But t,here was another reality, the God of that people was
in the fire, and He "dwelt in the bush" (Deut. xxxiii. 16). Moses
heard Him speaking (verses 2. and 4). So God was in the afliietion.
Ah, what a great, thing it is to see that God is in the affliction that
befalls His people. It is Satan's aim-and he is too often successful in
tha.t aim-to separate our difficulties and afflictions from the hand that
aclministers them.
~ ow the great point, beloved fellow believers, is to remember that
just as God was in that fire, so God i!> in every affiiction that befalls us,
and our wisdom is to look over the instrumental cause of 'the affliction,
and, to see ,Him by faith in it all. Just in proportion as we are
enabled by the Spirit of God to do that, there comes submission-ay,
and more than submission, acquiescence. The moment my soul enters
into it, that the trial on me is the very hand of my Father, that the
hand that spared. not His own Son is doing this with me, that "the
hand my many sins had pierced" is doing this with me, all controversy with God about.it is at an end; as soon as we know that "all
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things work together for the good of them that love God," and that
everything our good and gracious God our Father does with us is in
infinite love and wisdom.
He is not only in the fire, but He is in the bush-that is, with His
people. God never leaves His people in trial.. It is not only His
own hand that administers the trial, for you remember the three-fold
statement in Proverbs xvii., "Tl:.e fining pot is for silver, find the
furnace for gold; but the Lord trieth the hearts;" implying that
Jehovah's own hand effects the trial . . . . whatever instrument He
is pleased to use. Bnt it is not only His hand that does it, but He is
with the one whom is thus disciplining." In all their afflictions He was
afflicted." Oh, how this lets us into the heart of God! He:is not only
with His people in affliction, and it i.. His own hand that afflicts them,
but He is in the affliction. How different from our natural conception
of God! 'Well may we exclaim, "None by searching can find out
God"! . . To find the true God who has a heart, and whose heart
tenderly sympathizes with the slightest ruffle or pain that aggravates
the poor human heart of the weakest of His children-to understand
that, it needs the teaching of the Holy Spirit. . . . Oh, to think that
the One who holds all those stars in infinite space, and "calleth them
all by their names," "healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up
their wounds."
The same hand that creat·ed all things, does this
hospital work. Now, do you alld I believe it? that is the point. If
we du, it is impossible to describe the well of consolation that flows
into our hearts, just to feel we are in the hands of such a God.
Hvtinessis the object and outcome of God in all- His dealings
with Israel. (I am speaking .now of that nation as yet to be, a
righteous nation, a holy people, witnesses for God in this earth.) And one
of the great reasons for which you and I, as children of Godl are under
His disciplining hand, we are plainly taught in Hebrews xii., "That
we might be partakers of His h91iness." That gives me compensation
for all affliction and trial, be that of whatever kind it may. . Tnere
is another which the beautiful figure of the vine, in John xv:, gives llS.
As the husbandnian purges the vine, each time he cuts it back and
back, nearer and nearer the stem, till at last it becomes such a little
thing (but he does not cut it off from the stem), and the less of the
branch there is the better for bearing fruit; " I want you to bear more
fruit, much fruit, for .Nly glory."
Now take these two things together as the object of our heavenly
Father in passing us through this fire which is so painful.
Our :F'ather would not have us ti"ecl of it.
He speaks of two
extremes-despising the chastening on the one hand, that is, treating
it stoically, or, on the other hand, v;earyinr; of it.
There is a mean
between these two, and that is being exel'cised by it (Heb. xii. 5, 11),
and this produces the "peaceable fruit of righteousness." And what
is being "exercised" by it? Taking a little bit of each, dear friend,
feeling it, but not wearying of it; keenly feeling the stroke, and yet
kissing the hand that gives it; and not being in any hurry to get
out of it, or uninteIJigent of soul as to the purpose of it. " \line eyes
are ever towards the Lord; for He shall pluck my feet out of the

'

'.

From a Photograph by BROWN. BA R::-;F.S & RELL, Raker Street. W.

THE REV. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A,
(Cen!>'a! SeCi'eta,'y ojthe Society of l"ish Church jlfi,ssiolts to the Roman Catho!ics.)

The Gospel·Magazine.

207

net" (Psalm xxv.).
Even in a past dispensation David made great
progress in that matter. Oh, we are so fond of trying to cut the
meshes, but if we have faith in God our Father, we will wait till His
own hand cuts them.
What a blessed thing to see the obj~ct of this burning fire! "Our
God is a consuming fire" (Heb. ix. 29). Yes, that God of whom
the Lord Jesus says, "I ascend unto my Father and your Father,"
that God who looks down upon me and says, "My child." What
d::>es He consume? Not us, any more than the fire burned the bush,
but the dross-all hindrances. And won't we be glad of that? Yes,
dear friends, as ,ve are brought into communion with God, we rejoice
that the purity of God should discern everything wrong, and that by
the process of purging fire He should consume everything contrary to
His will. " Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me, and know
my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting" (Psalm cxxxix. 23).
Oh, it is a great thing to see that our Father's own great purpose
in affliction is ever this, that we may bear more fruit, be more fruitful
branches in the True Vine, and that we may be increasingly partakers
()f His holiness.

I

L-

THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A.
THE origin and work of the Irish Church Missions to the Roman
Catholics will always be remembered amongst the foremost developments of Home Missionary enterprise identified with the gracious
l'eign of our late dearly-loved SOYEREIGN. The name, too, of the
Rev. ALEXANDER R. C. DALLAS, founder of the Society, will ever be
held in reverential and grateful esteem by the Church of God, and
·the best friends of the spiritual interests of our fellow subjects in the
Sister Isle, whom the tyranny of the Papal Priesthood has for long
:ages kept in ignorance of the one way of salvation, through faith
.alone in the merits and finished atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ.
If the terrible famine in 18408 had resulted in no other benefit to
Ireland than the evolution of that great Evangelical and Protestant
oagency known as the "LC.M.," it would indeed have been a blessing in
disguise. But the past half-century has serYed to unfold many other
beneficial results of the awful privations and the devastating mortality
·connected with that Divine visitation. The readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZIKE have always taken deep interest in the spread of the Gospel
in Ireland, the close connection of the late beloved Editor, Dr. DOUDNEY,
with the spiritual welfare of that country having contributEd very
largely to link our pages with its progress. Dr. DOUDNEY'S personal
labours, especially at Bonmahon, and his successful efforts to promote
not only the spiritual but the temporal interests of the people, have
1eft behind them a lasting monument in those imperishable treasuries
()f Divine truth produced by means of the" Industrial Printing School"
which he founded in Ireland, and amongst them the writings of that
learned and sound di vine, the great Dr. GILL.
'vVe, therefore, feel pleasure in placing in our Portrait portfolio
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this month the likeness of the worthy London Secretary of the
Irish Church Missions, the Rev. NORTON FLEETWOOD DUNCAN, M.A.,
son of the late Rev. JAMES IRWIN DUNCAN, vicar of Christ Church,
CarlisltJ, though best known as Curate of St. James's, Bristol.
The subject of our sketch was educated at Carlisle Grammar
School, and Trinity College, Dublin, graduating RA. in 1885. He
was ordained the same year to the C.P.A. curacy of St. James's
Carlisle, under the Rev. THOMAS Goss. Mr. DUNCAN remained in
his first ministerial sphere till 1891, when he became Curate to the
late Rev. C. E. L. WIGH'l'MAN, Vicar of St. Alkm0l?-d's, Shrewsbury.
With that devoted Evangelical pastor he continued to labour until
1893, when the hand of GOD led him to undertake the very responsible duties of his present office as Central Clerical Secretary of
the Society for Irish Church Missions to the Roman Catholics in
Ireland. Both sides of his family, for several generations, have
been Irish, alid his heart is thoroughly in the work of bringing the
priest-led people of his native land to the blessed knowledge of
justification by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ-without the mediation of priests, and saints, and angels. In 1898, he married
EVELYN ALICE CURZON, second daughter of the Rev. NEVILE
SHERBROOKE, formerly Vicar of Clifton, and grand-daughter of the
3rd EARL HowE. Mr. DUNCAN'S important office calls him to a
very wide field of Evangelical and Protestant service-public meetings, conferences, sermons, addresses, lectures, and drawing-room
meetings falling to his lot in constant succession; added to which
the raising of funds in England for the furtherance of the Missions
in Ireland presses, as an unintermittent burden, on his shoulders.
The work of the Society, the best interests of which are his lifeobject, i8 far from being popular in clerical circles where Sacerdotalism prevails, or even where "Evangelicalism" of the new
The English clergyman who opens
order is in the ascendant.
his pulpit to Mr. DUNCAN for the advocacy of the benefi.cent work
of the Irish Church Missions to the Roman Catholics thereby often
isolates himself in these times of general departure from Reformation principles, and is looked upon as "an extreme man "-the
promoter of a movement which implies that Romanists are not
Christians and need to be converted! On these very grounds, then?
we are sure that our readers will continue to pray for the blessing
of the HOLY SPIRIT on the truth of the Gospel "hich the Society
proclaims to the poor benighted victims of Antichrist and devotees
of the worst form of idolatry and super!ltition the world has ever
seen, "the Mystery of Iniquity." GOD has already done great
things by means of the Missions, and we believe that even greater
things than those are at His sovereign command, only He will
"be inquired of" to do it, and also will have His stewards and
servants who love His name take a full, whole-hearted, and selfsacrificing part in the work. Should any reader of these lines
wish for further information as to the principles and operations of
the Irish Church Missions,' he had best write to the Rev. N. F.
DUKCAN, Secretary, 11, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE demise of the beloved QUEEN VICTORIA has called forth in a
wonderful, and in apparently an unprecedented way, the deep feeling
and affection of her people. Probably never was a monarch more
revered and beloved. She has left to her children the memory of a
noble, unsel6sh, and beautiful life, and there is every reason to hope
that they will follow in her footsteps.
Our new monarch, KING
EDWARD, has commenced his reign well. His addresses to his people
are marked by manly and dignified statements, and by sound common
sense; and we are glad to observe that in those addresses he recognizes
his need of Divine aid; and that he has intimated that he wishes for
the prayers of his people, that he may worthily fill his high and
responsible position. May his reign be as prosperous as that of his
august and highly-esteemed mother!
THE guerilla fighting in South Africa still continues, and our fcrces
there are being augumented by an addition of 30,000 men; but there
are signs that it is drawing to a close, and we may earnestly hope
that those signs will prove to be correct.
OUR new QUEEN, ALEll~DRA, so long known by the familiar title
of "PRIXCKSS of IV ALES," lately issued a strong appeal on behalf of
that excellent Association of which she is President, namely, the
"Soldiers' and Sailors' Families Association."
The purpose for
which this Association was formed was to maintain the families of
our gallant soldiers and sailors, who are actually engaged in warfare,
in the same position that they were in when their breadwinners were
at home, and so to prevent them from being pinched with poverty, or
being compelled to break up their homes. In furtherance of this
purpose the Association has made up to about two-thirds the ordinary
income of these families, the remaining third being considered to
represent the breadwinner's own expenses. Something like £750,000
have been contributed towards this excellent object; but the war has
lasted so long, and the number of families to be assisted has been so
great, that that large sum has been all spent, and the QUEEN
earnestly asks for additional contributions. She says :-" Hundreds
of letters have been received by our workers, showing the gratitude of
our soldiers and sailors for what has been done for their families
during the hardships they themselves were undergoing, and of the
joy with which they are looking forward to find their homes intact on
their return. Without further funds these homes must be broken up,
and all that we have been doing for the last twelve months will be
undone. I, therefore, very earnestly appeal for help to enable us t.o
keep these homes together until the breadwinners' return, as I cannot
Q
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contemplat~ the effect, not only upon the families, but upon the men
themselves, of the withdrawal of our aid." No doubt this appeal will
meet with a liberal response.

THE discussion in the French Senate on the Religious Associations
Bill has been delayed by the illness of the President, M. WAWECKROUSSEAU, but at its outset it formed the occasion of some hot and
acrimonious debates.
It is impossible to forecast what will be the
ultimate result of this critical struggle; but, as the Rock observes :"The facts which it has brought to light are repleta with warning
to ourselves, if Romish or semi-Romish societies are suffered to grow
unchecked in our midst. On this subject our statesmen need to be
much more on the alert. Their growing wealth and numbers, and
the fatal power of the confessional, are the two most formidable
factors of the problem, which must ere long be solved in the interests
of society and of religion."
YET it seems that our statesmen ought to be very careful what they
are about if they do attempt to arrest the growth of Romish societies,
or refuse to accede to Romish claims, for a threat-and what is
probably considered to be a terrible threat-comes to them from the
Irish press.
The Irish Catholic, in a leading article, says :-" At
the present moment the Cabinet, presided over by LORD K-I.LISBT;RY,
refuses to make for Irish Catholics the very moderate provision
which would enable the establishment in this country of an acceptable National and Catholic University. This refusal is maintained
despite the fact that the Catholics of Ireland are, at the same time,
actually the creditors of the British Government to the tune of
£7,000,000 or £8,000,000 lent to it, through the medium of deposits
in the Post Office Savings Banks.
If, to-morrow, word went forth
through Catholic Ireland calling upon our people to make simultaneous
demand for the repayment in gold-to which they are legally
entitled-of their loan to the Government, the result would be the
imposition of a strain on the resources of the Bank of England, "'hich
that great institution could only meet at the cost of serious, if not
permanent, dislocation of the financial concerns of the Empire. This,
of course, would be practically an act of war, and "'ould only be
justified by stern necessity.
The truth is that the
Catholics of Ireland could quite easily make themselves masters in
their own land, if only they were animated by a common purpose.
Of late years there has been far too little plain speaking as to the
rights and powers of our Catholic population, but, so far as we are
concerned, we are determined that silence shall come to an end, and
that, if Catholics are subjected to a shameful ostracism, those who
seek to maintain it must be prepared to endure the risks of warfare." (!)
Such is the threat; but seeing that the deposits in the Post Office
Savings Bank amount to one hundred and thirty millions,' and our
national savings are something like two hundred and forty millions
a-year, whilst the general wealth of our Empire has attained to an
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almost fabulous amount, it may be supposed that the Bank of England
would be able to withstand the "strain" put upon its resources by
the withdrawal of seven or eight millions, supposing that this terrible
threat were really to be carried into execution, and we need hardly
think that it would lead to or result in the "serious "-and
certainly not in the" permanent-dislocation of the financial concerns
of the Empire," or be considered to be equivalent to a declaration
of civil war! But the statement shows how puerile are some of the
ideas of the Irish "Irreconcilables."
AN address which was read to the POPE by the DUKE of NORFoLK on
behalf of a body of English pilgrims to Rome, has given great offence
to the Italian people. It openly advocated the restoration of. the
temporal power of the Papacy, which the Italians strongly object to,
and it denounced religious liberty to Protestants in Rome, whilst
acknowledging that Roman Catholics enjoy in England "an ample
measure of religious freedom." No wonder that the T'imes remarks
th:.t this address was "characterised by the most odious religious
intolerance." Yet this odious religious intolerance is commended by
the leading Engli~h Romiln Catholic papers, one of which states;"Toleration to a Protestant Government is, or ought to be, a matter
of principle; to a Catholic one a maxim, at most, of expedienc.!J ; and, in
point of fact, under the Italian or French Government it becomes an
engine of -insult." Does not this clearly show the true spirit of modern
Roman Catholicism ~
A WORK which was beguu only a short time ago in a very
unostentatious manner, bids fair to prove itself to be one of great
importance, namely, the formation of the "Imperial Protestant Federation." As its name indicates, it is not a new society, but a
federation of existing Protestant Societies; and its object is to
unite them together for combined action against Ritualism and
Homanism. Its efforts have been so successful, that no less than
twenty-seven Evangelical Societies have been thus closely united
together; and its power and influence may be readily recognized
when it is mentioned that it embraces such valuable and well-known
bodies as the Protestant REformation Society, Scottish Reformation
Society, Scottish Protestant Alliance, Women's Protestant Union,
Couutess of Huntingdon's Connexion, Calvinistic Protestant Union,
Convent Enquiry Society, Dublin Protestant Thousand, Loyal Orange
Institution of England, Manchester Protestant Thousand, Scottish
Women's Protestant Union, Evangelical Protestant Union Church
Association of Ireland, and the National Club, in addition to others
which, although not possessed of the power of those named above, are
yet accomplishing good work in their respective spheres of influence.
A.ll tnese twenty·seven 'Societies are now worKing togetner in most,
cordial harmony, and they are receiving the help of ministers and
laymen iu all parts of the United Kingdom.

r
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WE alluded last month to the acknowledged decadence of the
Roman Catholic Church in various countries. This is confirmed
with reference to France by a sermon preached before the Roman
Catholic Congress at Bourges, by the Abbe Pastorel. He stated
that in France" men are drawing away from Christianity. Among
the masses it is indifference j . • • in the middle and upper
classes the men, with some miserable exceptions, are escaping us.
In the intellectual circles we find no nearer approach to religion
than a vague idealism." And he added :-" One is tempted to repeat,
with some slight modification, the famous saying, 'France no longer
This is a very remarkalJle
counts among Catholic nations.'"
admission.
AN interesting volume has been published by ~Ir. KING, the chief
assistant in the Assyrian Department of the British Museum. It is a
translation of some documents of the reign of HA~IMunABI, king of
Babylon about the year B.C. 2200, and the volume is regarded by
those who are best qualified to judge as one of the most crushing
blows ever given to the so-called" Higher Critics." These critics have
always sneeringly urged that the allusion to the passage of letters
between SOLOMON and HIRAM in regard to the erection of the 'l'emple
proVf'd the late origin of the Books of Chronicles j yet Mr. KING has
found in these tablets of clay and their accompanying envelopes, a
series of letters despatched from Babylon 4,000 years ago, in charge of
a " Royal Postman." Thus it is manifest that the mail service of the
time of HEZEKIAH (2 Chron. xxx. 6) was a reality, and, not as the
Higher Criticism has asserted, a dream of a later scribe. Full of
details of the daily life of the king and his subjects, this volume
throws valnable light upon many a difficult passage in the Chronicles,
and will, therefore, be of special value to Biblical students.

AN important letter, signed by the BISHOP of DURHAM, the BISHOP
of LIVRRPOOL, Prebendary WEBB-PEPLOE, the Hev. Dr. HUGHES-GA1IlES,
the Rev. Dr. PORTER, Sir MARK STEWART, M.P., and other representative
men, appears in' the Times, calling attention to the success of the
movement in Switzerland and other European countries for restricting
or suppressing Sun':lay goods traffic. It would appear that no injurious
result of any kind has followed in the wake of Sunday re~triction. If
any railway official 01' shareholder should be desirous of examining the
figures for himself, application may be made to Mr. JA~IES Fox WILSON,
7, King's Road, St. Leonards, and a printed copy will be posted. "We
do not doubt," the signatories say, "that facts of the character which
we adduce will sooner or later influence the officials of British railway
companies in connection with the diminution and suppression of the
Sunday goods traffic in the United Kingdom. We respectfully and
earnestly commend the subject to our fellow-countrymen, especially
to those who, like ourselves, are shareholders in railways."
D.A. D.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SEORETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
ON Thursday evening, May 23rd., at seven oclock, the Annual Sermon
will (D.V.) be delivered in the Church of St. Mary Aldermary, (~ueen
Victoria Street, by kind permission of the Rector, by the Rev. J.
ORi\IISTON.
On Monday afternoon, May 6th, at five o'clock, the ninety-fourth
Annual Meeting will be held in the Mansion House ,Egyptian Hall),
by kind permission of the LORD MAYOR. The Honourable Justice BnucE,
will preside. Perhaps our friends will kindly make a note of both
these interesting events, and seek that God's blessing may rest upon
them.
A Public Meeting, in aid of the Society, was held in Castlegate
Chapel, Grantham, on Thursday evening, February 14th. The Rev.
D. JARVIS presided, and an address upon the history and work
of the Institution was given by Mr. HAZELTON, the Secretary. An
Auxiliary was formed, Mr. F. ADCOCK promising to act as Local
Hon. Secretary, and Miss PALING as Collector.
The inmates of the Camberwell and Homsey l-l-ise Homes have
been eatertained at tea by the Committee during thp. month; those
aged ones unable to attend had it sent to their rooms. These
in~eresting gatherings were follolYed by Meetings, which were much
enjoyed, and gave ample opportunity for that Christian intercourse,
which is one of the most pleasing features of the work.
The number of the recipients steadily increases, and the Committee are looking up to the Lord to graciously incline many more
of His people to aid a Society based and worked upon Protestant,
Scriptural and distinctiye truth.

LOVE OF THE BRETHREN.
OH, beloved, did we but feel the close and tender tie, did we more
enter into that great truth, "",Vhy, the same love that loves them
loves me !" The Lord knows no difference in His love; there is as
much done for the weakest as the strongest; there is the same
breastplate for the weakest as the strongest; they are all borne 011
the shuulders; and they are all borne on the breast of the Great High
Priest Jesus. 'rhe very sameness of the desert through which we are
passing, the sameness of our enemies, tlle sameness of our friends, the
sameness of our consolation, the sameness of our prospects, the
sameness of our election, ought to endear us one towards another,
and ought to draw us all ont in much love and prayer the one for the

other.-Harington Evans.
SIN may be committed by man after it has been remitted by God.
There may be nnrighteous behaviour after feeling an interest in the
righteousness of the Saviour.
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EdwaTd Hoan, M.A. : a Recol'd of his Life based upon a bTief AutoEdited by the Rev. J. H. TOWNSEND, D.D.
Second
biography.
Edition. London: Hodder and Stoughton. Price 6s.
THE character of the good man whose life is here brought before us
has been well described as being one of "godly simplicity and unflinching courage, clearness of judgment and expression, loving
sympathy and consideration for others, unfailing diligence and soundness in the faith, and supreme reverence for and delight ill the Word
of God. These gracious qualities made his counsels and co-operation
wise, weighty, and practical." He \\as made exceedingly useful to
thousands of precious souls, who, in the different spheres of his
pastorate, at Pakefield, Richmond, and Tunbridge Wells, and also in
the numerous mission services which he conducted, were brought under
his influence; and he took a prominent part in many public meetings,
advocating, in an extremely brave and able manner, the great principles of Protestantism and of the Reformation. E.g., at the Church
Congress at Derby, in '1882, he made the following striking and
characteristic speech: "We used to be told that what was originally
called the 'Tractarian movement,' but which has since been called
the 'Ritualistic movement,' was an effort of pious and devoted men
to rise above our poor churchmanship, and to bring out in better
development the true principles of the Church of England.
We
always, with that happiness which accompanies a clear conscience,
maintained that ,,'e were the true representatives of the Church of
vVe acted upon its principles, and we taught its truth.
England.
But still, we haye had to bear a certain amount of reproach, and
we have not been able to overcome the old prejudices.
This day,
however, we haye been told by Mr. WOOD, the president of the English
Church Union, that our beautiful English Church service is 'meagre':
that there is nothing more meagre than our existing Liturgy; that
our Holy Communion service-in which we have taken so much
delight-is a mutilated, an inferior, and a defective service. [Cries of
'No, no.'] I say' yes,' and this great assembly has heard \\hat :Mr.
WOOD has said. We have been told to-day that \Ye are to go back
to the Liturgy and to the Communion Office of 15J9, instead of
accepting that of the year 1552, and finally revised in 1662. And
now, will you just look for one moment at the first Liturgy of EDWARD
THE SIXTH 1 We were told to-day that it was a falling-off from the
, Use' of Sarum. vVe are, therefore, it seems, to look upon the
'Use' of Sarum-that old Popish Liturgy-I say that old Popish
Liturgy-which existed in the diocese of Salisbury, as the model at
which we are to aim. '1'0 this' Use' of Sarum the Reformers applied
the pruning-knife, and I cannot say that they left much of the' Use' or
Office of Sarum. There were certain very fine passages in it, and they
retained them. But they brought out a new Communion Office in
1549. 'fhe1'e were, however, certain defects still left. But as time
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went on, and the Reformers saw more and more of the blessed truth
of God, they then said that the thing must be thoroughly done, and
it was of no use to carry out mere half-measures. So, thank God,
they did not stop at the First Book of EmvARD. I am very much
disposed to think that, if Mr. WOOD gets it, he will not stop there
either!
And now that we hilve enjoyed the Prayer-Book as the
Reformers gave it us for these three centuries past, we are told that
we are to hark back again. Of this I am fully persuaded, that the
Churchmen of England are not prepared for such retrogression. You
must consider what has been said by Mr. BERESFORD-HoPE on this
subject; he and I have sparred about this subject before now. Mr.
BEREsFoRD-HOPE knows just as well as I do that there is no such
thing as an 'altar' in the Church of England. And I will tell you
also what :Mr. WOOD and his friends know very well. They know
as well as I do that if they can but coax us back to those three
years-to 1549, to the First Book of EDWARD-that there they will
find an altar. And that is one reason why they wish for it. The
Reformers knew very well that an altar was essentially connected with
a sacrifice. And they knew this also, that while they were prepared
to offer the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, the sacrifice of propitiation was completed for ever.
And they believed further, that
the doctrine of the Mass was a lying abomination, or rather, I would
say, a 'blasphemous fable and dangerous deceit.' Now then, my
lord, we fully know our ground, and ,,-here it is we have to stand.
We have, therefore, learned something at this Church Congress. vVe
know where we are. ,Ve go home to-day knowing with what a power,
and with what an intention we ha,e to contend. We know what
Mr. IVOOD has told us. He has told us as plainly as possible that
the object is to bring back the Church of England from the Reformed
Church of 1552; to stop just a little by the way at the refreshment
room of 1549, and then we are to plunge head-foremost right into
the' Use' of Sarurn. Noli' then, my lord, what shall we say to this ~
Shall we have it, or shall \I'e not?
What, I ask, shall we say to
this ~ Shall we stick by the blessed truths that we have received,
and for which our Reformers died ~ Shall we cling to the dear old
Office Book, in which we have hundreds and thousands of tirIJes
poured out our whole hearts before God ~ Shall we unite heart and
soul as witnesses for Christ while lye come to His Holy Table, and
hold there communion with Him ~ or shall we begin by half-and-half
retrograde measures until we go right back into the arms of Rome ~
My lord, I say no more; but I wish to thank Mr. WOOD for having
spoken out so plainly on this subject, and for thus having let 11S
kno\y this day what are the real intentions of the English Church
Union."
This speech made a great sensation at the time, and the facts which
it expresses are still only too evident. Mr. HOARE's home-life seems
to have been a beautiful one, and to the very end of his days he was
always in labours most abundant; but his own estimate of his life and
labours was a very humble one. He said: "I don't know how it is'
with others, but I find myself there is scarcely any sentence in the
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Prayer-Book which so expresses my own mind as these words, 'We
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under Thy
table'; but, thanks be to God, we depend upon the worthiness of
that blessed Saviour by whom every claim of the whole law is more
than satisfied."

The Evangelist's Wallet and Ch1-istian Worker's Note Book. Compiled
by J. ELLIS, Editor of the Tool Basket. London: Simpkin, Marshall
and Co. Price Is.
A HANDY little volume, containing a number of outlines of sermons
and addresses to adults and children, which may be very useful to
busy workers. Here is a specimen: "Something to wonder at (Matt.
viii. 5-10). What was there about the centurion's faith so remarkable that caused Christ to wonder at it ~ Thr:Lt fhM'e was such fa£th
found in such a penon.-·Did not expect to find it in a l'toman, a
Gentile, a soldier, etc. The most astonishing and acceptable faith
may be exercised by the most unlikely person. The subject of the
centw'ion's confidence.-His servant struck with the palsy. His was
a faith which took an impossibIlity into his hands and threw it aside,
etc. There is no sin too black for His blood to wash out the stain.
The l'ealizl'ng energy ~t' this man's faith led him to deal with the case
in such a business-like way. He did not ask for a 8ign.-Some require
'strong convictions,' 'extraordinary sensations,' etc. We accept the
bartl Word of God in Christ Jesus as the basis of faith.
His
conviction that Christ could and would cure.-Usually, successful combat
with disease requires time.
Pardon-a present blessing, free and
full. His deep humility.-Instead of weakening, it strengthened his
faith. Unworthiness often keeps men from Christ. It sh0uld force
them to Him for pardon and grace."
THE CHmSTIAN ALONE WITH GOD.
IF Christ be with me, then I am not alone, for I shall be with Him
whose love is a much greater blessing to me than the love of all my
friends in the world. Their love may perhaps be some little comfort, as
it floweth from Him; but it is His love that gives me life and time,
health and food, and preservation; that gives me books and understanding, that giveth me even my friends themselves, and saveth me
from that abuse which might make them worse than enemies to me.
The love of my friends cannot make me well when I am ill; cannot
forgive me the smallest of my sins, nor yet assure me of God's
forgiveness; cannot heal the maladies of my soul, nor give a solid and
lasting peace to the conscience which is troubled.-Ba~der on Human
Friendship.
THE presence of God is the life and soul of ordinances.-Romaine.
A CHILD of God may be overcome of evil after overcoming evil
with good. There may be a turning awhile from the Saviour after
being turned to Him. A backsliding heart causes many a smart.
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