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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves a.re comforted of God. "-2 COP... i. 4-

PARTAKERS.
" Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us partakers of
the inhen:tance of the saints in l1:ght."-COLOSSIANS i. 12.

THE heavenly-minded author of the immortal hymn, "Rock of
Ages "-AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADy-thus remarks upon the
important distinction between natural faith and the faith which
is of the operation of GOD: "How great is the difference between
a cool, historical faith, that floats in a contemplative head, and
the faith of GOD'S elect which warms, invigorates, and purifies
the heart. The former is a mere moonlight faith, which, however
clear, as far as it goes, yet leaves us as cold and as barren as it found
us. The latter, like the solar communications, enlivens and
fertilizes the soul, filling it with joy and peace, through the power
of the HOLY GHOST: and adorning it with gems, and flowers, and
fruits of grace." Natural faith, is inherent in us, but the faith,
which is of grace is the free and sovereign gift of GOD. Hence,
we read of GOD'S people as having" obtained like precious faith "
(2 Peter i. 1). "All men have not faith" (2 Thess. ill. 2)-only
some men, and such are distinguished by the divinely-conferred
designation "the household of faith" (Gal. vi. 10). The word
" partakers" implies sharers, partners; it also includes tlie idea
of cOPlpanionship, or fellowship. What' a comprehensive view,
then, does this inspired term afford us when we find it employed
9
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in such a wonderful connection as that in Hebrews iii. 14.-" Partakers 0/ Ohrist"l To partake of Him in His fulness is the bloodbought privilege of all believers, though their faith be as small as
a grain of mustard seed. Healing virtue went out of JESUS in
the case of the afflicted woman who, with trembling hand, did but
touch the hem of His garment. She was indeed a partaker of His
power and pity and overflowing favour. A whole CHRIST is the
inheritance of each of the redeemed multitude whom no man can
number, and yet there is but one CHRIST for all. All that He is
belongs to the believing reader of these lines as well as to the unworthy writer of them. And what is He, dear reader? He is
the FATHER'S beloved co-equal SON, whom He has appointed Heir
of all things, by whom He made the worlds, who is the splendour
of His glory and the express image of His person-" the altogether
LOVELY ONE." To be a partaker of Him is to possess present and
eternal salvation, and to share with Him in heavenly glories which
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered the heart of
man! The saints are "partakers" with CHRIST in a kingdom
which cannot be moved. His word to each of them to-day is :" Thou shalt see My glory soon,
When the work of grace is done;
,Partner of My throne shalt be!
Say poor sinner, lov'st thou Me ~ "
To His FATHER He has already declared: "The glory which Thou
gavest Me I have given them"; which the inspired PAUL truly
expounds when he assures the believing Corinthians: "But we
all, with open face beholding as in a glass, the glory of the LORD,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by
the SPIRIT of the LORD." There is a reflection of the hereafterglory to be seen already in those who are by the SPIRIT conformed
to the likeness of GOD'S dear SON. "For whom He did foreknow,
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His SON,
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren." This
indeed is to be "partakers of CHRIST," and to receive out of His
fulness. All that the LORD JESUS has done as Mediator and
Redeemer" in accordance with the counsels and decrees of His
FATHER, is shared in by His brethren, that is, by all who are
begotten by the HOLY SPIRIT. "All things are yours" is the
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largess divine grace has assigned to the household of faith under the
glorious gospel of the blessed GOD. Thus, not only what CHRIST
has already done, but what He is doing, and will yet do, are included
in " the inheritance of the saints in light." His present advocacy
with the FATHER, His merciful and sympathetic High-priesthood,
His universal Lordship, His Headship of the redeemed churchthese all belong as part of the inheritance-" to them who are the
called according to GOD'S purpose." For the possession of the
wealth of this vast spiritual estate, "the FATHER hath made us
meet to be partakers"! That" meetness" is wholly found in
the person and merits of the infinitely perfect ONE, who is the
provided salvation of GOD and the KINSMAN of His people. Surely,
it was to Him that the PSALMIST pointed when he prophetically
declared: "HE shall choose our inheritance for us " (Ps. xlvii. 4).
And when we consider the unspeakable worthlessness of all for
whom this inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and enduring,
has been "chosen," how unspeakable becomes our sense of the
sovreignty and freeness of the grace and the profundity of the
love which originated the divine choice!
" Pause, my soul, adore, and wonder!
Ask, ' Oh why such love to me 1 '
Grace hath put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family:
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee! "
Yes, " He shall choose." JESUS, the Raviour of His sinful people,
was elected of the FATHER to that work and office. As He spoke
by the prophet ISAIAH: "Behold My SERVANT, whom I uphold;
Mine ELECT, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My SPIRIT
upon Him; He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles"
(Isa. xlii. 1). JEHOVAH, the FATHER, chose the inheritance for
His people, and it was IMMANUEL whom He elected. Hence,
when we read in the first epistle of PETER of "the inheritance"
unto which the saints have been begotten again" by the resurrection
of JESUS CHRIST from the dead," it is not said that heaven is that
inheritance (as men often teach) but that the inheritance is
"reserved in heaven." It is something unspeakably greater and
more glorious than heaven! Thus, the SPIRIT teaches the Church
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to see in the PERSON of the enthroned CHRIST Himself that everlasting inheritance, and to adoringly confess: "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee? " (Ps. lxxiii. 25).
"The LAMB is all the glory of IMMANUEL'S Land!" The
" inheritance" of the saints is "in light." Light ineffable is the
atmosphere in which the redeemed shall dwell when they behold
"the KING in His beauty"-when they" see Him as He is."
And not only shall they see light, for they themselves shall be
light. " GOD is light," and as begotten of Him His children are
" made partakers of the divine nature" (2 Peter i. 4). As writes
the ApOSTLE to the Ephesians: "For ye were sometimes darkness,
but now are ye light in the LOBD" (ch. v. 8). In themselves,
believers have no light, but" in the LORD" they are light! On
earth this celestial light shines very imperfectly, like a candle
among the noxious gases of a mine. The atmosphere of earth is
uncongenial to all that is heavenly, spiritual, and divine. But
the New Jerusalem-the city of light-is every way designed by
its all-wise and all-gracious BUILDER and MAKER to manifest
the children of light in undimmed glory. This is" the manifestation
of the sons of GOD" (Rom. viii. 19) for which by faith we now wait.
" And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine
in it: for the glory of GOD did lighten it, and the LDfB 1'S the
light thereof" (Rev. xxi. 23). The LAMB who is the light of " that
great City, the holy Jerusalem," and the light which the royal
City emits, is but one light. "Her light," says the inspired JOHN,
the seer, "was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal" (Rev. xxi. 11). The Bride will receive
all her beauty and comeliness from her glorious LORD and HUSBAND.
" Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee" (Song iv. 7).
The infinitely perfect righteousness of her adorable HEAD imputed
to her, and the perfection of the divine nature wrought in her by
the HOLY GHOST, constitute her the joy and rejoicing of the
BRIDEGROOM'S heart. "So shall the KING greatly desire thy
beauty" (Ps. xlv. 11). "As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the
bride, so shall thy GOD rejoice over thee" (Isa. lxii. 5). "The
LORD thy GOD in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He
will rejoice over thee with joy: He will rest in His love [that is,
in the object of His love]; He will joy over thee with singing"
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(Zeph. iii. 17). "FATHER, I will that they also, whom Thou hast
given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory:
for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world" (John
xvii. 24:).
Now, fellow-believers, what say ye to these things? To have
been" made meet," to be "partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light" is a meetness, remember, according to GOD'S own
perfect standard! There are no degrees of meetness in CHRIST!
HE HIMSELF-as the fulfiller of all righteousness-is His believing
people's sole title to this matchless inheritance.
"JESUS, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head! "
THE EDITOR.

THE BLESSED EYES.
YEA, blessed are the eyes that see
The finished work of Christ,
His absolute Divinity
Sufficient sacrificeThe Spirit breathing o'er the sla.in
Waking the chosen throng
Of choristers to swell the strain
Of everlasting songThe Father's loving promises
To Jesus ratified,
The Church adorned in beauty, His,
The Saviour satisfiedThat see the Triune Deity
Daily fresh love unfold,
And wait anticipatively
New glories to behold.

M. L. S.
THE main business 6f the Christian from day to day, should be to
show forth the praises of his God; and that day should be considered
.
lost in which His glory has not been his chief aim.
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THE LORD'S BOOKS.
" The Lamb's Book of Life."-REv. xxi. 27.

BEFORE we enter upon a consideration of the Scripture mention
of Books and the association with them of the name of the Lord,
it may be of interest to note, in a brief form, what is known of the
origin and history of books. The Hebrew word for book is sepher,
which comes from a root signifying to scratch, or inscribe (Exod.
xvii. 14). Later, the term" roll of the book" (Ps. xl. 7), was employed. The Greek is biblos. The English word book has been,
somewhat fancifully, supposed to be related to beech, because in
the northern countries of Europe books were anciently made of
the bark, or of thin smooth slices of beech-wood. The oldest known
material on which writing was inscribed is stone, though, owing
to the absence of stone in Babylonia, the inhabitants employed
clay (Gen. xi. 3), which, after receiving the incised writing, was
hardened by exposure to the sun, or by artificial heat. The use
of wood as a material for writing on is very old. In the age of
Moses there is reference to it: "And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of everyone of
them a rod, according to the house of their fathers, of all their
princes according to the house of their fathers, twelve rods; write
then every man's name upon his rod. And thou shalt write
Aaron's name on the rod of Levi" (Num. xvii. 1-3). Also in
Ezekiel's prophecy (xxxvii. 20) we meet with this expression:
"The sticks whereon thou writest." What we call "books"
were unknown to the ancient Jews, at least in their present
convenient form. Letters were engraved on stone, brick, metal,
and wood, also on the skin of the papyrus, or Egyptian bull-rush,
cloth, skins, and at a later period on parchment. Tablets of stone,
and especially clay cylinders, have in our own times been extensively discovered on the site of ancient Babylon, specimens of
which may be seen in the British Museum. The earliest mode of
preserving writings was by engraving them on rocks. Such
inscriptions-preserved through a period of millenniums-still
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exist and have been repeatedly reported by scientific Oriental
travellers. Job is supposed to refer to this ancient mode of writing
when he says: "Oh that my words were now written! Oh that
they were printed in a book! That they were graven with an iron
pen and lead in the rock for ever!" (Job xix. 23, 24). The
"writing table" mentioned in Luke i. 63, was probably a tablet
covered with wax, or otherwise prepared to be written on. Such
tablets were used in England so late as the year 1300. Eadie's
Biblical Cyclopcedia, to which we are largely indebted for the
foregoing interesting facts, remarks on the use of skins as a writing
material, and states: "Leather and linen, or cotton cloth, were
also used. The most famous of this species of writing material
was parchment, a kind of prepared skin which derived its name
from Pergamus, a city of Mysia, because its manufacture was
carried on and improved to a very great extent there in the time
of Eumenes, about 200 years before Christ. Parchment, the
costliest kind of which was named vellum, was often beautifully
tinted, and preserved from corruption by being dipped into an oil
extracted from cedar wood. The art of preparing and colourlng
skins was known in the age of Moses (Exod. xxvi. 14), and in all
likelihood the Pentateuch was originally written on this soft and
flexible material. It was prepared in the form of long rolls, twelve
or fourteen inches wide, and fastened at each end to sticks-like
the rollers to which maps are attached-which were rolled together
till they met in the middle. From this mode of shutting such
books, by rolling them together, and of opening them by a process
of unrolling, is derived our word volume, a term from the Latin,
which signifies something to be rolled." There is an incidental
reference to this rolling up of a volume in Luke iv. 20. Jesus,
when He visited the synagogue at Nazareth on the Sabbath day,
" as His custom was," stood up to read, and" there was delivered
lmto Him the book of the prophet Isaiah." It is then said (verse 17)
,. And when He opened the book" -literally" unrolled" the book;
and again (verse 20), "He closed the book "-literally, "rolled up"
the book. It was a roll-not a book of leaves. It may be added,
that writing with ink on material made from papyrus was certainly
in use in the times of the apostles, for the beloved disciple, John,
in his epistle to the" Elect Lady" (2 John 12), uses these words:
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"Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with
paper and ink." Paul, writing to Timothy, asked him to bring
with him when he came from Troas, "the books, and especially
the parchments" (membranre, prepared skins of vellum).
The object of a book is to preserve a record of men's thoughts
and words, of facts, of events, as evidence, and as a memorial.
The human memory is frail, and man is subject to death. He
therefore needs a means of permanently registering all that is
worthy of being transmitted to posterity, and litera scripta manet.
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning" (Rom. xv. 4). The inspired writings-" the oracles of
God "-were divinely provided to meet the necessities of man in
his present imperfect state of knowledge. God Himself needs
not books to keep Him in remembrance of His own thoughts,
purposes, and promises; yet, in compassion to the manifold
infirmities of His people, He speaks in His Word as though He had
written books of decrees, of record, of enrolment, of memorial, of
judgment, and of life. His infinite mind is not subject to such
infirmities as forgetfulness. There is but one thing He can forget,
and does forget, and that is becauseHe justly wills to forget; and what,
beloved fellow-believers, is that ~ It ultimately concerns ourselves
as the children of God. It comes to us sealed with the precious
blood of the Risen One! It is OUR SINS! Hearken! "And
their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17).
It being a just and righteous thing that sins for which a full expiation
has been made and accepted should be judicially forgottenJehovah wills to forget them. "In those days, and in that time,
saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for; and
the sins of J udah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon
them whom I reserve" (Jer. 1. 20). Yes, the redeeming love which
secured the forgiveness of the countless sins of God's elect also
secured the absolute perpetuity of that forgiveness. For those
whose condemnation Jesus meritoriously and effectively endured
on the cross " there remaineth now no condemnation." They are
"justified freely"-they are "justified from all things"-they
are" clean every whit." No book of remembrance is written for
their sins. " I have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy transgressions,
and as a cloud thy sins." The book of God's justice contains no
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entry against His redeemed, believing people. The blood of the
Lamb has expunged every jot and tittle of their guilt. All this
having been effected in strictest accord with the law and will' of
the Most High it cannot be reversed or nullified. Justice, having
received her dues in full stands now engaged on the believing
sinner's side-his truest defence and secnrity.
Among the " Books" named in inspired Scripture as pertaining
to the Lord God, is the Book of H1:8 Decrees and Purposes. For,
although modern theologians are well-nigh silent on the subject
of Jehovah's everlasting counsels and decrees, He yet governs
the universe "according to His good pleasure which He hath
purposed in Himself," and" worketh all things after the counsel
of His own will." That will is sovereign, supreme, and invincible.
Satan and the world may make a show of resisting it, but it is in
vain the potsherd strives with his Maker! Never was this truth
more forcibly illustrated than in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
from the dead. Satan and his human instruments did all in their
power to defeat the prediction of Jesus that He would raise Himself
from the grave. They rolled a great stone on the mouth of His
sepulchre. They officially sealed that stone. They obtained a
military guard from the Roman Governor, although it would
seem, as a commentator has observed on Matt. xxvii. 66, that
"the priests were not content to leave the work to the soldiers,
but actually took part in it themselves." But to what end were
all these attempts to circumvent the Divine "decree" 1 If we
turn to Psalm ii. 7, we find a record of the Divine exultation when
the Crucified One broke the bands of death and victoriously came
forth. "I will declare the Decree: the Lord hath said unto Me,
Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee." All was in
accordance with the provisions of the Book of unalterable purpose.
" In the Volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy
will, 0 My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart" (Ps. xl. 7, 8).
Jesus had done that will perfectly, and it was His just due to be
delivered from the prison-house of the grave. We find the same
Book of the Divine Decrees referred to in Psalm cxxxix. 14-16,
where Christ, by David, terms it "Thy Book." He is referring
to His mystical body, the Church, and exclaims-" I will praise
Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are
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Thy works; and that My soul knoweth right well. My substance
was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see My
substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy Book all My members
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet
there was none of them." Thus Ohrist, the Head, and the Ohurch,
His Body, are both the subjects of the Divine decrees, and all
things affecting both are inscribed in the Book of God's Eternal
Purposes.
Then, another of the Books-and that a literal Book-of God's
keeping, is named in Deuteronomy xxxi. 25, 26-" Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the Ark of the Oovenant of the
Lord, saying, Take this Book of the Law, and put it in the side of
the Ark of the Oovenant of the Lord your God, that it may be
there for a witness against thee." The Book of the Oovenant
must be laid up in the Holy of Holies. It is the treasury of
Jehovah's thoughts and the record of His revelation to Israel.
It comprises the inspired writings of Moses, and bears his name.
Said Jesus, "Have ye not read in the Book of Moses, how in the
bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob 1" (Mark xii. 26). The
entire Word of God" is settled for ever in heaven." Men of
reprobate mind, therefore, spend their wit and strength for nought
when they labour to discredit and belittle that of which not a jot
or tittle can pass away till all that is divinely written and established
be fulfilled.
Further; God is represented as keeping a Memonal Book, in
the interest of His beloved people-down to the least and meanest
of them. "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to
another; and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a Book of
Remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon His Name" (Malachi iii. 17). This
book represents the Lord as taking exact paternal interest in the
goings and doings of His children, even to the noting of their lowly
thoughts concerning Himself and spiritual things. There is an
allusion in this passage, probably, to the custom of Eastern kings
who keep registers, records, annals, and chronicles, as memorials
of matters of moment and importance, among which they include

The Gospel Magazine.

139

the faithful services of their ministers and servants, with a view
to conferring on them marks of their regal favour. The Lord
needs not such literal records of the filial words and thoughts of
His children, yet, in compassion to their infirmities, and to encourage
their hearts in times of evil, He represents Himself as thus treasuring
up the remembrance of their spiritual conversation and testimony
for His great Name's sake. How sweet is the knowledge that in
His tender compassion the Most High takes such direct and
particular concern in the intercourse of His people with each
other; and what an incentive, tOG, it affords to seek the spiritual
prosperity of Zion in her interdependent citizens! As the Rev.
William Kelly's lines on this subject enquire : " Why should believers, when they meet,
Nat speak of Christ, the King they own,
Who gives them hope that they shall sit
With Him for ever on His throne?
" Is any other Name so great
As His who bore the sinner's load?
Is any subject half so sweet,
So blessed as the love of God ?
" 'Tis this that charms reluctant man,
That makes his opposition cease;
Beholding love's amazing plan,
He drops his arms, and sues for peace.
" 'Twas so with us; we once were foesWere foes to Him that gave us breath;
But He, whose mercy freely flows,
Has sav'd us from eternal death.
" We look with hope to that great day,
When Jesus will with clouds appear;
A sight of Him will well repay
Our labours and our sorrows here.
" Of Him, then, let us speak and sing,
Whose glory we expect to share:
In heaven we shall behold our King,
And yield another tribute there."
Once more; in Revelation xx. 12-15, we find mention of "the
Books," and" Another Book "-the "Book of Life." These
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Books have to do with the eternal destinies of the whole race of
mankind from Adam to the last born of his vast family. "The
Books" first mentioned represent a record of all unforgiven sins.
The line of division between those who are concerned in the contents
of the Books of Judgment and those who are not is drawn in the
inspired utterance-" And whosoever was not found written in
the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire." In the thirteenth
chapter of Revelation this Book is spoken of as " The Book of Life
of the Lamb slain." In the seventeenth chapter it is plainly
asserted that this Book of Life contains names "written from
the foundation of the world." It was to this, " the Lamb's Book
of Life," that the Lord Jesus referred when, addressing His disciples
who returned to their Master rejoicing that they possessed power
to work miracles, He said, "Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not,
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice because
your names are written in heaven" (Luke x. 20). It is the Lamb's
Book-a sacrificial title pointing directly to Christ's finished work
of atonement and redemption. It is the Great Shepherd's flockbook, every name in which He knows. He had seen there the
names of His disciples when He assured them that they were
enrolled citizens of heaven. Paul, the Apostle, on the other hand,
when he wrote to the Philippians that the names of Clement and
other his fellow-labourers were in the Book of Life" (iv. 3) knew
it only by well-authenticated deduction. He knew, a~ we know,
that all who possess life in Christ Jesus do so because their names
were of old enrolled in the Book of the Living. " Whom He did
predestinate, them He also called." The sinner's effectual call
by th.e grace of the Holy Spirit is infallible evidence that his name
is written by the finger of God among the citizens of heaven. Election is certified by the new birth, for none will ever enter the gates
of the New Jerusalem who have not been first made the children of
God by regeneration of the Spirit. "Nothing that defileth shall
enter in." But everyone who has been made" a new creature"
in Christ Jesus will most assuredly pass the pearly gates and be
apportioned his allotted place within the City of the Great King.
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world "-will be the royal
welcome given by the Lord Jesus Christ when He shall "sit upon
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the throne of His glory" (Matt. xxv. 31-34). There will be present
in that day a redeemed respondent to answer to each name found
written in the Lamb's Book of Life. What a multitudinous fiock"a multitude no man can number"-yet each soul intimately
known, and therefore personally identified by Him Who alone is
worthy to open the Book. In all that myriad crowd, not one
stranger will be present! The happy gathering will comprise
only the Father's children, the Redeemer's brethren, the Spirit's
companions. And the one Name-not the many names-which will
engage all hearts will be that of JESUS!
Meanwhile, let the believer rest his heart in the blessed hope of
the near approach of the adorable and altogether LOVELY ONE,
and sing day by day" Beyond the blooming and the fading
I shall be soon;
Beyond the shining and the shading,
Beyond the hoping and the dreading,
I shall be soon.
Love, rest, and home!
Sweet hope!
Lord, tarry not, but come! "

Clifton.

J. O.

GOD is slow to anger and great in power; so His power moderates
His anger. He is not so impotent as to be at the command of His
passions as men are; He can restrain His anger under just provocation
to exercise it. His power over himself is the cause of His slowness to
wrath, as Numbers xiv. 17: "Let the power of my Lord be great,"
saith Moses, when he pleads for the Israelites, pardon. Men that are
great in the world are quick in passions, and are not ready to forgive
an injury, or bear with an offender, as one of a meaner rank. It is a
want of power over a man's self that makes him do unbecoming things
upon a provocation. A prince that can bridle his passions is a king
over himself as well as over his subjects. God is slow to anger, because
great in power. He has no less power over Himself than over His
creatures. He can sustain great injuries without an immediate quick
revenge; He hath a power of patience as well as a power of justice.Charnock.

SUCH as reject any part of God's Word have no evidence of having
received the truth in the love of it..
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"So shall we be separated."-ExoDus xxxiii. 16.

WE resume the subject upon separation commenced last month. Our
second lesson upon this ther,ne at our valued Bible-classes was taken
from the lesson of the Red Heifer, Num. xix. Its place in Scripture is
striking. It is introduced, as it were suddenly, in the Book of Numbers,
in a place by itself, and apart from the Levitical offerings. Israel was
in the wilderness. There was the ensnaring danger cif alien gods and
peoples around them. Separation from such was necessary to keep
in their minds. We do not read of other than loss and deterioration
going on in their history throughout the Scriptures where Israel (type
of God's spiritual seed) came into intercourse with the heathen.
"They mingled with the heathen and they learned their ways"! and
when Israel came up out of Egypt, such had been the evil of their
nature that the Egyptians had exercised an unhealthy and unfavourable influence over them. They did not come up alone-" A mixed
multitude came up with Israel out of Egypt." A mixed people were
of their company! Unholy alliances had been formed. Egyptians
and Hebrews intermarried, with dire results. Now that applies to us,
beloved, of to-day-and may our " conscience be void of offence toward
God and toward men." Are we in our" own company"? If not,
why not? Did we come into this alien companionship with our eyes
open ~ Did we deliberately know and choose it 'I If so, we may expect
the rod of correction.
"Ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of the land; ye
shall throw down their altars; but ye have not obeyed My voice;
why have ye done this ~ Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them
out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and
their gods shall be a snare unto you."
But it may be, unwittingly or even unwillingly, we may have been
sent unto" Gaza, which is desert," or called to sojourn for a brief or
lengthened season where our God is not acknowledged. Let our
hearts be very careful to discover whether He led us forth, or whether
we took our own way-and if the former, then we shall be comfortable
in spite of all adverse circumstances. If our gracious God, to whom
we committed our way and our cause, chose for us, fulfilled His own
promise, " I will guide thee with Mine eye," then the heart is at rest in
spite of all that may be very uncomfortable to the flesh. He is with
you, and peace shall take possession and reign within, and the comfortable assurance, that you are sent forth as His witnesses in a strange
country and to a strange people, among whom ye are to shine, will
silence all perplexities and smooth all difficulties.
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., He brought us out and He brought us in " will thus be fulfilled in
our experience, and" Thou goest with us" will show us how we have
been separated, and Jesus has been glorified even though the lips may
have been sealed under His control.
Consider that "Holy, Harmless, Undefiled One, separate from
sinners," beloved reader. See Him set forth in the type before referred
to. There was to be one Heifer just as under other emblems we see Him
prefigured in type the centre and single object of all spiritual worship.
There was but one Ark, one Ladder, one Rock, one Stone, one Scapegoat, one uplifted Brazen Serpent, one Vine, one Door, one Shepherd,
etc. And this is all to set forth the truth of the inspired apostle's
words: "Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none
other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved."
It is Jesus first, Jesus midst, Jesus last, Jesus altogether. Again,
it must be a heifer of reddish hue, no mottling spot to be seen in her
hide. Red was figurative of blood, and we see Him whose vesture was
dipped in blood and with dyed garments from Bozrah. That Perfect
One! Unblemished! "No spot in Thee," and without whose
precious blood-shedding there could be no remission of our sins, since
the Eternal Covenant had devised the scheme and Eternal Love must
satisfy Divine Justice by carrying it through.
Then it was to be a heifer upon which never came yoke. There
was no yoke of obligation nor constraint laid upon Jehovah's Servant.
He was infinite, independent, omnipotent, beyond and above all law,
and alone because of the perfection of His nature, free and able to become
Surety for His Church whom He so loved as to give Himself for her,
so that He could say, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 God, yea, Thy law
is within my heart."
Again, in the heifer being conducted without the camp; slain before
the priest, and the blood sprinkled seven times (the perfect number)
before the tabernacle of the congregation, we see in all these points
rich pasture for meditation. We behold Him also in type as the whole
heifer was burned, offering up in His soul and body that perfect and
complete atonement for sin, and which alone could satisfy and expiate
the wrath of a just and holy and righteous God. We might linger
over many precious points of the sprinkling of the blood, the taking
of the cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet, the washing, etc., but we
hasten on to briefly notice how the ashes of the heifer were laid up
" in a clean place without the camp, there to be kept for the congregation
of the children of Israel for a water of separation; it is a purification
for sin." The ashes ofthe heifer were to be mixed with pure, running
(clean, margin) water and sprinkled upon the unclean person for a
purification for sin on the third day (Resurrection Day, beloved), and
on the seventh day he shall be restored unto his sacred privilege of
worship from which the sin for which he sought the cleansing waters
of separation had excluded him. Oh! what a soul-edifying lesson we
have here of the precious whole burnt offering-the death which
expiated and the life-running waters to continually purify the daily
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defilements of the way. Faith is constantly applying for a fresh
application of the cleansing blood, and a fresh seeking of access,
communion and boldness to approach with a purged conscience. This
water of separation formed a separation from and a separating to.
Until it had been applied, Israelites were severed from the
congregation of worship. And when it had been sought for and
sprinkled, the cleansed and washed one was again separated
unto God and holiness. So the blood of Jesus sprinkled marks
His blood-bought sheep. Without it man is wholly unfit, undone,
unable to approach his God. But under the sprinkling he is invited
to "come boldly," and he is "separated unto good works which
God has foreordained that he should walk in them." From" dead
works" to living fruits! This is the spiritual consequence of the
walk of the believer's separation unto his God. And like Moses,
we shall be satisfied with nothing short of Jehovah's Presence in the
Trinity of His Persons. His Promises would be good, but they must
come with the Faithful Promiser Himself! His Presence could alone
satisfy His servant in that waste, howling wilderness with a perverse
and disobedient people. Oh, how we crave the spirit of Moses in
desiring the presence and companionship of Him who alone can
satisfy and sanctify and preserve. Friends in the Lord are a gracious
provision from His bountiful hand, and we hold them as such, and
seek more than ever to be " knit together in love" in these evil days.
Yet do we prize more highly and see how surpassingly choice are the
fellowship and communion of Him, that One "Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother;" and having Him, the heart can sing with the
hymnist, " I all possess." This is as He would have it. He has called
them unto a holy and separate life (1 Thess. iv. 7). He has created
them into it (Eph. iv. 27). He has made them to be partakers of it,
even of His holiness in this time state (Heb. iii. 1), and He would
have them fruitful therein (Rom. vi. 22).
But, beloved, this holy, separate life is alone of Him as He is pleased
to manifest Himself to us, and we thereby " grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour." To promote this divine
growth and knowledge we must seek to be much in His sweet company.
It is when we are in our inner chamber, alone with Jesus, that He
manifests Himself U)1to us, His children, as He doth not unto the world.
It is communion with Jesus that brings about those God-glorifying and
spirit-fructifying results that" denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present evil world;
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 12, 13).
Such is this fellowship of an obedient separate life which alone is
found "in the light." For that is where He is. "If we walk in the
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with the other, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Oh!
what a blessed promise and provision this, for all His saints. They
are sinning children to their last breath, even at their best and most
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soul-transporting moments. Yes, even whilst they walk in the light
of communion and fellowship. So the blood is there also, and there
to cleanse even their purest thoughts of Him, their most holy services
and highest spiritual attainments in worship, which, alas, are too
transitory, too fleeting, and but for a moment, so mixed with sin are
even their best desires and holiest moments! Jesus is before us, shedding the pure light of His love in our hearts and preparing the way
thither by the cleansing of His own most precious blood. Oh, beloved
readers, you who know its cleansing power and efficacy ; you can indeed
testify to its all-powerful plea and comforting effects. Seek to be
more and more under that precious sprinkling, which shall separate you,
and mark you for the Great Shepherd's possession and for Him alone.
He Who gave His life for His sheep has surely the sole right of
possession. "Ye are not your own, forye are bought with a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's."
Now, He is glorified in you by a separate and holy walk. "And
brought you unto Myself" is Jehovah's declaration of the delight He
has in His Segullah, His peculiar treasure, the people of His choice.
May the truth of His own words, "Israel shall dwell alone," teach
us how in His own power" so shall we be separated," and that unto
Himself and holiness. And may His children thus seek to glorify
Him whose they are and whom they desire to serve, whilst, alas, with
all these heavenly aspirations and desires, they will still have to mourn
how every thought heavenward has been mingled with sin; every
desire winging its flight upward has had its wings clipped through
indwelling corruption; and even when they would do good evil is
present with them. Yet it is for our comfort, that every grace-given
desire for this holy, separate walk promotes growth in the spiritual
life, while our God is glorified thereby.
In the language of Joseph Irons the heart cries out :" 0 Holy Spirit let Thy work go on
Within my soul. There testify of Christ,
Apply His precious blood, subdue my sins,
And let my conversation be in Heaven.
I sigh,.I wrestle to get free from earth,
To walk with God, and breathe my native air.
Then shall my heaven begin, and I shall gain
Perpetual foretastes of eternal bliss.
The element in which my soul would live
Is perfect holiness-in love divine.
A closer fellowship with God I crave,
To dwell in God, and God to dwell in me ;
Apart from earth, above the carnal world,
As one intent upon celestial things,
Just on the confines of eternal·bliss,
And waiting for the holiness of Heaven."
R.
10

"
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"

JOB xxxvi.
" Er,mu also proceeded, and said, Suffer me a little and I will show
thee that I have yet to speak on God's behalf," This is the work of an
ambassador, to represent the King and speak of his Master wherever
he is sent. It certainly is the duty and the privilege of the mmister
of the Word to speak on God's behalf, to convict the sinner, the subject
of rebellion, the son of disobedience, the worshipper of transgression,
and, however mysterious the dealings of God may be with individuals
or a nation, to justify Him who is perfect in justice, in righteousness;
exalt the Lord our God, and humble the creature in self-abasement
before Him!
" I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will ascribe righteousness
to my Maker." Spiritual knowledge does not reside in any man, it is
not latent in our carnal nature, it requires fetching from afar! How
shall we fetch it, this true wisdom and right knowledge? We have
heard Job describe where it is not,. it requires the Spirit of Knowledge
to teach us, it needs waiting upon our Father who is in heaven to
bestow this gift of His love upon us, that we may possess that which is
afar off to dwell in us and never more to leave us, that" He may abide
with us for ever." The heavenly Guest will teach us, with Elihu, to
ascribe righteousness to our Maker, however we may be tempted and
tried by circumstances to call in question His faithfulness or His
mysterious providences. Every believer knows enough of the deceitfulness of his own heart, of indwelling sin, and the subtlety of the devil
to ignore any dependence on his own righteousness, while he would not
disparage the work of the Spirit, "working in us that which is well
pleasing in His sight;" neither would he glory in anything wrought
in him to exalt it above the righteousness of God. With the Psalmist
we would say, " I will go in the strength of the Lord God, I will make
mention of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only." The Lord our
God is holy! however much we misunderstand Him. "Just and true
are Thy ways, thou King of saints."
"For truly my words shall not be false. He that is perfect in
knowledge is with thee." Truly my words would be false if I charged
God foolishly! Perfection in every attribute is essentially true of
J ehovah. Perfect in knowledge is He that is with thee. How comforting is this thought, " He knoweth the way that I take; when He hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." He is perfect in knowledge to
temper the furnace. "Your Father knoweth what things ye have
need of," how much grace, strength for the occasion, how much faith,
hope, love, and humility. He knows our frame. He must have His
child humble, patient, submissive, and meek. Even grace would
foster pride, if He bestowed all we ask, or think we need, and then He
could not dwell with arrogancy.
"Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any. He is mighty in
strength and wisdom." "Learn of Me" to despise not any. Surely
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the mighty God might look down upon man and despise the whole
race of sinners! How wonderful, "His delights were with the sons
of men," and He calls His people" Hephzibah, My delight is in her."
His might consists in strength and wisdom; both are needed by every
child of God; man's frailty is perfect weakness, and he lacks wisdom for
the meanest thing he does. How blessed to be reminded of the storehouse where the treasures we need are laid up.
" He preserveth not the life of the wicked: but giveth right to the
poor." What right, and what poor ~ "The poor in spirit (not the
wicked poor), theirs is the hngdom of heaven," and their" right is to
the tree of life, and they may enter in through the gates into the city"
(Rev. xxii. 14).
" He withdraweth not His eyes from the righteous: but with kings
are they on the throne; yea, He doth establish them for ever, and they
are exalted." Oh the blessedness of the righteous! Yet" There is
none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. lO), quoted from two Psalms
(Ps. xiv. 3; Ps. liii. 2), so this is the testimony of both Old and New
Testaments, "that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world
may become guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19), that believers may be
accounted righteous before God, through the righteousness of God
imputed to them that believe, so that we are justified by faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ and His doing the will of God perfectly in our stead.
"He withdraweth not His eyes from the righteous." He looks
at them in Christ, the Righteous, and regards them with complacency,
as a father the son in whom he delighteth. He makes them kings
and priests to God, and though some of them be militant here on earth;
beheld in Christ, they" sit together" with those who have crossed the
flood, with the King and those made kings on the throne of glory;
yea, He doth establish them for ever, and they are exalted to seats
with Him from everlasting to everlasting; humbled here, they are
" highly exalted" with Him for ever.
" And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords of affliction;
then He showeth them their work, and their transgressions that they
have exceeded." These spiritual kings may be bound in fetters here
below, as many a king has been. The Gospel proclaims liberty to the
captives, it does not grant immunity from Satan's captivity; they
may be confined in Doubting Castle till they find the key to unlock
the gloomy prison, or find Him who has the key of David, who openeth
and no man shutteth. They may be holden in cords of affliction; there
is no promise that they shall always be free; indeed the contrary:
"I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction." (Isa. xlviii. 10).
There He looses the cords; He is very gracious to show them how much
of their work will be burned, how much it was tainted with sin: how
their transgressions exceeded His righteous law, and how far short
they came of the mark He so graciously set. Like Hezekiah in his
sickness: "Behold, for peace I had great bitterness, but Thou hast in
love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption, for Thou hast
cast all my sins behind Thy back." Is not this to be very gracious ~
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If we never were shown our transgressions and their exceeding sinfulness, we should never know the blessing of having them" cast behind
His back." 0 Lord, be thus gracious and show me my transgressions
that I may also know what is the liberty of being set free!
" He openeth also their ear to discipline, and commandeth that they
return from iniquity." Elihu in his discourse dwells much on the
benefits of sanctified affliction. It is used of God to gain the ear, when
the sounds of earth are shut out, and is a fitting time to open the ear
too long deaf to discipline, causing the example of the Master to be
followed by the disciple, in much patience, detachment from the world,
and in harmony with the will of God, so that they obey the call to
return from iniquity.
" If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in. prosperity, and their years in pleasures." The path of obedience and service
is one of spiritual prosperity. "Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all her paths are peace." Ill-health of body is often soulprosperity (2 John ii). "But if they obey not, they shall be visited
with the sword, and they shall die without knowledge." Even the
children of God find, as David did when he forsook the path of
obedience to the divine law, breaking the sixth and seventh commandments, that they are visited with the sword of God, just retribution
for sin, and have brought upon themselves a cloud to obscure their
dying testimony, but deals with them in fatherly cha1ltening, "that
they should not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor. xi. 32). David's
sun set in a cloud. Lord, keep us obeying thy holy commands, not in
a legal spirit, but from a renewed heart, delighting to do the will of the
Father. "Grant me Thy law graciously" (Psa. cxix. 29). The late
Mr. Bradbury said many years ago, "The Lord often puts His child
to bed in the dark; He has as much right to carry His own to their
slumbers as any other father, but it will be light when they awake!"
" But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath; they cry not when
He bindeth them." This is the end of hypocrites, they heap up wrath.
Notice King Saul's career, going from bad to worse; disobedience first
marked his conduct, step by step it manifested itself until the climax.
There was no repentant cry to God. Many souls are harassed by the
tempter that they are hypocrites. Here is the key to unlock that
gloomy dungeon, "They cry not when He bindeth them." If they cry
to God when He binds them in the cords of affliction, they are not
hypocrites I " He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice ot thy cry;
when He shall hear it, He will answer thee." "Humble yourselves under
the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due season" (1 Peter
v. 6). Peter was no hypocrite, though he denied his Lord! You may
safely foHow his exhortation, for he had proved it.
" They die in youth, and their life is among the unclean." Not all who
die in youth are hypocrites, but this test is added, they never come to
the' Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, therefore 'their filth is
not washed away; but" the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin" who" confess our sins" and seek to "walk in thelight."
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.; He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in
oppression." Not all the. poor are gracious; they do not all cry unto
God; the time of their cry and His deliverance meet together, thus,
"He waits to be gracious" (Isa. xxx. 18). He waits the fitting time when
the Holy Spirit puts the cry in their heart, " Blessed are all they that
wait for Him." He openeth their ears in oppression. "For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith
the Lord; I'will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him."
So He did when the Egyptians oppressed Israel, and put a new song in
their mouths at the shores of the Red Sea. And what He did for
Israel He is engaged to do for all of His children who are Israelites
indeed, wrestlers.
" Even so would He have removed thee out of the strait into a broad
place, where there is no straitness; and that which should be set on thy
table should be full of fatness." This is a beautiful imagery of what
Gospel liberty is. It is He that letteth the captive of sin and Satan
go free, out of the strait four walls of a prison into the liberty wherewith
Christ makes His people free, free from the wrath of God due to their
sins; free from condemnation of the law, for He "hath delivered from
the curse of the law, being made a curse for us," free from death., "If
a. man keep My saying, he shall never see death." He prefaceth it with a
" Verily, verily, I say unto you." Oh, the liberty of the children of God
here below and by-and-bye! He will make them free from indwelling sin
and the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and remove
them out of this strait into the broad place in which there is no straitness,
even Immanuel's land, where the King is seen in His beauty and leads
them to living fountains of water. Even here He delivers out of
bondage into liberty; Ye are not straitened in your God, neither" is
the Spirit of the Lord straitened;" neither is there the difficulty that
exists in approaching an earthly sovereign, for we have access at all
times to the mercy-seat of the blessed and only Potentate, and may
come with boldness to the throne of grace, assured that He who sits
upon it will receive their petition and answer them according to His holy
will and do the very best for them. This is not all ; that" which should
be set on thy table should be full of fatness." "Thou preparest a
table before me in the presence of mine enemies." What Christ deigns
to prepare must be full of fatness. There is no stint in His love, no
denial of anything that He sees good for His children, His little ones
who know what they ask. " He is wise in heart," yea, His wisdom is
infinite. If He give one of His little ones a bitter pill to take,
" There's something secret sweetens all."

He sets on their table the heavenly manna, Himself, the bread of life.
He feasts His prodigal sons with the fatted calf, and nourishes His
household with the Paschal Lamb, and gives them who minister to
others the wave-breast and heave-shoulder, making them feast on His
bosom, like John, and realise that "the government is upon His
shoulder," that He carries them and all their burdens" home rejoicing."
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He brings them into His banqueting-house, where He cheers them with
His love-tokens, sweeter than the choicest wine, more luscious than
the first-ripe fruit, more unctuous than the oil that is pressed out of
the olive, all that He provides for them and sets on the table
is full of fatness! How far short our cold hearts' estimate of what
He prepares for them that love Him, even in this lowland of sorrow.
We may well exclaim, My leanness, my leanness, does not half apprehend
His" full of fatness," though sometimes we understand better by strong
contrast.
"But thou hast fulfilled the judgment of the wicked: judgment
and justice take hold on thee." We have been wont to look upon Job
as a perfect pattern of patience, but Elihu convicts him of sin by siding
with the wic"ked and charging God foolishly.
" Because there is wrath, beware lest He take thee away with his
stroke; then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." "Stand in awe
and sin not, beware of provoking His wrath, lest He take thy breath;
who shall deliver thee from death ~" We can do nothing against
God. How easily He crushes us, and we die!
"Will He esteem thy riches ~ No, not gold, nor all the forces of
strength." The wealth of CrCBsus could not barter a moment of time;
some mighty kings would have given all their wealth for a moment of
time, but could not purchase it.
" Desire not the night, when people are cut off in their place." This
is literally true, for more people die in the night than in the daytime,
but God's people see eternal day.
" Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather
than affliction." Well may we take heed and regard not iniquity in
our hearts; no man chooses affliction, yet God is wiser than man, and
chooses affliction for us, who are His children, and He graciously says
of them, " I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction."
"Behold, God exalteth by His power. Who teacheth like Him~" Only
the humble are exalted by Him, we may ever look on those whom
God enables by His power for His work as truly meek and lowly in
h~art. Behold them, for the Almighty has taken pains with them.
Who teacheth like Him ~ None; the Lord Jesus is that" Teacher come
from God," as Nicodemus styled Him, and His Spirit continues His
work now that it is expedient for us that He go away to His Father's
right hand to intercede for us; but before His going away He promised
that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, should abide with us and teach us.
"He shall teach you all things." What is the method of His teaching,
since He excels all others? He begins with the " newborn" child as
soon as he has spiritual perception to learn. "I taught Ephraim
to go, taking them by their arms " (Hosea xi. 3), as many another does,
guiding the feet in the way of peace; and considering that they are but
"little children," He instils in their renewed minds line upon line,
precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; thus He suits His
lessons to their expanding faculties, but He always teaches them to
profit, and it is ever effective and enduring. " The anointing that ye
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nave received abidetn in you, and ye need not that any man teach you,
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is true and
no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him" (1 John
ii.·27). He also teaches the good soldiers of Jesus Christ how to war
and their fingers to fight by instructing them how to put on the whole
armpur of God, and the use of every piece of defensive armour and how
to wield the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Well may
we l\sk the question, who teacheth like Him 1 For He fits us for the
relations of life and for the holy ministry; so we utter once more the
Psalmist's benediction: "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest,
o God, and teachest him out of Thy law," where we learn also that
much of Divine teaching is connected with chastening and with the
school of suffering and affliction. "Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous, nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby."
Children at school often long for home and find their lessons irksome,
but the wise and loving Father knows how that very task is
necessary to fit them for what He is preparing for them. No other
teacher takes half the pains He does to train His children and to adapt
them to their niche here below, or polish the stones for His eternal
habitation above.
" Who hath enjoined Him His way 1 Or who can say Thou hast
wrought iniquity 1" Two questions that are unanswerable. They
contain a quieting thought when we cannot understand His way
with ourselves. No creature can enjoin Him. We must bow before
His righteous will and wait till He " reveal even this unto you," fully
assmed that He can do no iniquity, nor falsify His promise.
"Remember that thou. magnify His work which men behold." , Failing
memory needs reminding; we are !lO apt to forget the mighty acts of the
Lord, therefore we need the inju.nction to remember to magnify His work.
We cannot magnify it too highly. His work in creation, who shall extol
it sufficiently 1 It takes a lifetime to, study one subject, one branch,
and then one has only skimmed the surface. The mysteries of His
Providence, in dealing with all men, especially with them who are of the
household of faith, is a history within a history. Who shall celebrate
all His praise 1 But in the sublime kingdom of grace when men
behold the wonders· of the transformed character and the effects of
the Gospel influencing the life of the regenerated soul, that magnifies
the lovingkindness of the Lord more than all His work beside. Let us
remember that this the Lord our God requ.ires of us, that we speak good
of His name and recommend our Master, whom we profess to serve.
We take a strong lens to look at His minute work, but there is no glass
made strong enough in focus to look at His exceeding work of salvation,
the perfect law of liberty. For that glass we need our eyes anointed
with spiritual eye-salve that we may see in His oWn perfect light.
" Every man may see it; man may behold it afar off." How mllony
blind there are; they discern not the work of God which is 80 plainly to
be seen.' 0 Lord, give us opened eyes !
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"Behold, God is great, and we know Him not; neither can the
number of .His years be searched out." Blessed are the people of whom
it is said, "Israel shall cry unto Me, My God, we know Thee." They
know His greatness, His goodness, and it is all their own; on their
behalf, " All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."
" I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High." Who
can number eternity 1 '
" For He maketh small the drops of water; they pour down rain
according to the vapour thereof." We know how fine and small is the
rain sometimes in the material world, how the clouds pour down at
other times, and we learn by these indications that we see with our
natural senses how spiritually God makes the rain, the Teacher of
righteousness (Joel ii. 23, margin), to come down moderately, like the
small drops that wet all the ground, and at other times He causes a
downpour of blessing, sweeping away everything that opposes the
work of grace in the heart, cleansing the life, and making it fruitful in
every good word and work.
"Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man abundantly."
Cloudy dispensations do not drop and distil upon man at first. Notice
upon man is significant where the distillation is. Not on the ground,
the earth, but on the heart,of man. "My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender
herb, and as the showers upon the grass" (Deut. xxxii. 2). How gentle
is the small rain, but sometimes we need it to pour down. God is
perfect in wisdom.
"Also, can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, or the
noise of His tabernacles?" It is impossible for feeble man to understand
fully the spreadings of the clouds with which He visits them
" Not in anger,
But in His dear covenant love."

Sometimes the clouds are very thick and far-reaching, and do not
distil in blessing; a very dark cloud hides the sunshine for many days.
Why it should spread so far and obscure the light of His countenance
we vainly enquire. So did Job. And when the thunder is added to it,
the noise of His tabernacle, we think then He must be angry with us.
Then how timely is the next sentence, "Behold He spreadeth His
light upon it, and covereth the bottom of the sea." There are four
" beholds" in this chapter, all pointing to God, but this is sweetest,
when He spreadeth His light upon dark clouds of affliction, temptation,
and upon His inscrutable dealings with us : this is to be gracious indeed.
" Blind unbEllief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

Only in His light do we see light upon our path when the dark
clouds of mysterious . dealing are spread upon our souls; we wade
through the sea of trouble and the bottom is hid from our view.
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" For by them judgeth He the people; He giveth meat in abundance.. ,
It is a time of testing the people, God's people, by their attitude towards
Him under the clouds of affliction, trials, bereavement, and sorrow.
He judgeth their hearts, whether they fear Him or not. "Now I
know that thou fearest God," was said to Abraham on the Mount
Moriah. God knew before but He proved him there, and the patriarch
knew it too, so do we by standing the test. What strong consolation,
what strong meat sustaining the father of all that believe must those
words have been to Abraham. Meat in abundance!
"With clouds He covereth the light; and commandeth it not to shine,
by the cloud that comethbetwixt." It is all His doing. "Clouds and
darkness are round about Him, righteousness and judgment a.re the
habitation of His seat." "Who is among you that feareth the Lord,
that walketh in darkness and hath no light 1 (because He covereth
the light with His clouds) let. him trust in the Name of the Lord, and
stay himself on his God" (Isa. 1. 10). "He commands it not to shine,
by the cloud that comethbetwixt;" how then we see sunshine upon
our way.
.. Wait, 0 my soul, thy Maker's will;
Tumultuous passions, all be still;
Nor let a murmuring thought arise;
His ways are just, His counsels wise."

If He appoint the clouds, His will be done; there is some gracious
needs-be for the discipline, perfect love, wisdom, and goodness cannot
err! Wait, I say, on the Lord.
"The noise thereof showeth concerning it (R. V. Him), the cattle
also concerning the vapour." The noise of thunder showeth His
mighty power and proclaims His praise; even the cattle have an
instinct of self-preservation concerning it and seek a refuge. How are
the men of the world rebuked by the cattle. "The ox knoweth his
owner, and the ass his master's crib; but Israel doth not know, My
people do not consider." Man only seeks out a refuge for his immortal
solil when he knows a tempest of wrath awaits him more terrible than
the loudest thunder. Give us grace to seek a hiding-place from the
storm, even under the covert of Thy wings, 0 Emmanuel, so shall we
be safe in the day of the Lord's holy and just anger!
MARY.

LET your relation to Christ be evidenced by your likeness to Him.
" He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). The
holy oil that was poured on your head runs down to the skirts of His
garments; that is, to the very meanest of his followers; and· they
carry along the pleasant scent with them wherever they go (or should
do as Paul did) (2 Cor. ii. 14). It is natural to those married unto
Christ to bring forth fruit unto God (Romans vii. 4); and see it will
be such as will abide the test, endure all sorts of weather, and be bettered
by it.-Elisha Ooles.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:
AS

THE

RAIN.

" He is altogether lovely."-SoNG v. 16.
" He shall come down like rain."-Ps.lxxii. 6.

THERE are many references in the Word to God's good gift of Rain.
It is mentioned as a type of the Lord's doctrine or teaching in Deut.
xxxii. 2-" My doctrine shall drop as the rain." In the seventy:second Psalm, the coming of the King's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
is compared to the falling of rain-" He shall come down like rain
upon the mown grass, as showers that water the earth." When our
gracious and merciful Lord thus descends upon His people, by His
Spirit, His Word, or His Providence, it is indeed the sending of a
plentiful rain whereby His inheritance is refreshed when it is weary
(Ps. lxviii. 9). In considering the beautiful figure which so sweetly
sets forth our aspect of the loveliness of the dear Redeemer, we may
first note:
1. Rain comes direct from heaven. Herein it is a clear representation
of Him who is sent by God, ana comes from God (John i. 18) as the
proof of His love and favour (Prov. xvi. 15) to sinful, wretched men.
Christ, the gift of the Father, came from heaven to earth to save the
lost, at His incarnation. By the outpourings of His Spirit, the droppings of His Word, and the bedewings of His grace, He still comes to
cheer the disconsolate spirits, and to refresh the often sorrowful souls
of His saints; and so preserves them alive, and makes them fruitful,
as from time to time His visitations are vouchsafed to the joy and
rejoicing of their hearts'. Thus they prove" the King's favour is as
a cloud of the latter rain."
2. Rain cometh in the clouds of heaven. Usually, it is the darkest
cloud that brings the heaviest shower. Just as the Lord Jesus will come
personally in the clouds (Rev. i. 7); so spiritually, the clouds of grief,
sorrow, calamity, adversity, and tribulation are oft.en the dust of His
feet (Nahum i. 8).
"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy. and shall brea.k
In blessings on your head."

When Jesus comes to us in the chariot of trouble, revealing His love,
pity, and faithfulness, then we ~now that all things are working together
for good (Rom. viii. 28).· God's love in Christ appears most conspicuously in darkest dispensations.
3. Rain is pure,. unmixed, and indispensable. Nothing can be a
substitute for the rain descending from the skies in refreshing showers.
Even so, nothing but the coming of Jesus in His Word, Grace, and
Ordinances can water the souls of His people, reviv.e their drooping
spirits, soften their hard hearts, or satisfy their thirst. "Give me
Christ. or else I die," is the longing of every redeemed one. The
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coming of the Lord Jesus is like the falling of the pure rain from heaven,
uncontaminated by earthly sources or associations. Cisterns are
often broken that we may learn to look for, and depend upon, the
pure and freshly-given supplies of Christ's power and love which
are communicated immediately from God.
4. Rain originates in the ocdz,n. It is created by evaporation caused
by the rays of the sun. The vapour thus formed is condensed into
visible clouds by the cold of the higher atmosphere, and thence falls
in blessed streams of rain, as the gift of God to the thirsty land. So
Christ, who is God's best gift, comes in clouds of affliction and trial,
all of which have their origin in the boundless ocean of His eternal
love. This is the true source of every favour.
5. Rain is sovereignly bestowed, in respect to the time when it comes,
the place where it comes, ami the measure in which it comes. Man
has absolutely no control over it in any way. Thus our heavenly
Father gives Christ in the Spirit, when He pleases, where He pleases,
how He pleases, and to whom He pleases. Therefore, those seeking
Jesus, and longing for His coming, have sure and solid ground for hope.
Who can tell? Why not for me? The unspeakable gift is perfectly
free, and cometh from above, from the Father of lights, with Whom
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning (James 17).
6. Rain is effectual. It" watereth the earth, and maketh it bring
forth and bud" (Isll.. Iv. 10), ac.complishing the Lord's purpose, causing
fruitful seasons, and filling the hearts of men with gladness (Acts xiv.
17). In like manner the Lord Jesus cometh down in His Word; and
the quickening, revivifying power thereof maketh fruitful in every
good word and work (2 Thess. ii. 17); and causeth the heart to rejoice
in the wondrous goodness of the Lord (Jer. xv. 16). The Lord fully
accomplishes His own purposes by His own means. "The counsel
of the Lord shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10).
7. Rain has often been sent in answer to prayer (James v. 18);
sometimes after long waiting (1 Kings xviii.). The Lord Jesus in His
Spirit and Grace comes in the same way. He will be enquired of
(Ezek. xxxvi. 37). He will be waited for (Ps. xxvii. 14). To praying,
waiting souls, " He shall come down like rain upon the mown grll.SS, as
showers that water the earth."
Bath.
E. C.

ARE other men prosperous in the world and free from trouble, while
you are reduced to a low estate, and chastened every morning? have
perhaps but a handful of meal, and a little oil in a cruse, etc., yet think
not your portion mean, or hardly dealt out. Your good things are to
come; they are growing in the other world, and at the time of harvest
the Lord will send His angels for you; yea, your Lord Himself will
come and fetch you thither, and you shall be for ever with Him, in
whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand are rivers of
pleasure for evermore."-Elisha Ooles.
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NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE MR. JAMES WRIGHT,
BRISTOL.

" Thou hast visited me in the night."-PsA. xvii. 3.
THE Psalmist here tells his own experience. He was a shepherd, and
he had to keep watch over his flock by night, and in those hours of
solitude the Holy Spirit often made to him those communications
which have been enshrined in God's Book, and constitute part of the
oracles of God. Psa. xvii. is the experience of a devout worshipper
by night. "When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers,
the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordained." This is a night
communication; we don't see the moon and the stars by day. We
have reason to believe that the night season was, in the case of the
first David (or" beloved one "), a very favourite time, if I may use
such an expression, for God to make communications to the man after
His own heart.
We know how it was with the second David, how after a day of
arduous toil, the Lord Jesus would depart into a mountain and continue
all night in prayer to God, upheld undoubtedly by the supporting
power of the Holy Spirit, as in the forty days'temptation. There are
certain things in which we cannot follow the Lord Jesus: certainly not
in these long-continued vigils; few of His disciples, even the holiest,
imitate Him in that. But in these nights of communion with the
Father" He received special communications, and special power was
communicated to Him for special occasions. After such a season He
chose the twelve apostles, as we find by a comparison of Matthew and
Luke. He was voluntarily dependent on the Father throughout His
earthly ministry-" As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by
the Father."
Now David being intended by God in his history and actions, as well
as in his direct speaking, to be a prophet, he " spake as a prophet; "
but he acted also as a prophet, and his actions were often prophetic of
the true David, David's Son, and David's Lord.
But while this is the primary application, I think we should look at
the deep underlying truth of such words as these. For you know the
Bible is a mine as well as a field. It is a garden, a most beautiful
garden, in which the fruits and flowers of God appear in their beauty,
and a transient glance at the Scriptures is enough to entrance our
hearts. But it is a mine, and in the case of a mine, it is the labour of
digging and sinking a shaft underground which is rewarded. The
miner sinks a shaft, and from that shaft carries what are called adits
or channels, and it is in pursuing these under competent guidance that
he expects to find the precious ore. Now if we commit ourselves to
the leading of the Spirit of God, renouncing all dependence upon ourselves in the matter of searching the Scriptures, and recognizing that
we are as truly dependent upon God's teaching for all further knowledge
as we were for the first knowledge which led us out of darkness into
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light, we are ready to be ·led. And this is one of the marks that
makes patent the child of God, " As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God." It is not" as many as have exceedingly
cultured and cultivated minds, and criticise the Scriptures." No," as
many as are led." A very humbling thing. But if you and I are going
to know anything of the deep things of God, we must put our hand into
our Father's hand just as simply as any little trembling child puts its
hand into its father's when going through the crowded streets of
Bristol, not daring to walk alone, fearing lest it should fall down and
be run over by a cycle or motor car. Such fear should possess your
heart and mine as we walk in the narrow way that leadeth unto life. " .
Now commit yourself to the leading of the Holy Spirit; He has stored
away all the precious ore of God's truth in the mine, and there is a
common saying, " Those who hide can find," and so the blessed Holy
Spirit, who has hidden all the deep things in this holy Book, can guide
you and me.
Therefore, dear friends, let us look beneath the surface, and consider
these words in their bearing on some positions in our Christian life.
And I would remind our hearts, that the first time God ever visited
our souls, He visited us in the dark night, in the dark night of unregeneracy-" Ye were sometin1es darkness." What an awful word!
Not" in the dark;" that would be bad enough, but" darkness," the
thing itself, that is what you and I were. We may have been very
cultivated, scientific, polished, philanthropic, possessing considerable
power over other minds, but what was all this? " Beneath the sun; "
scientific genius and knowledge is "beneath the sun," the region of
the Book of Ecclesiastes, and what is all that pronounced to be?
"Vanity." . . . "The natural man understandeth not the things of
God." What a sentence that is against the proud pretentions of
man's natural understanding and ability to criticise the things of
God. He cannot understand them but by the Holy Ghost. And so
the Apostle John says, when he writes to the" little children,"
" We know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding that we may know Him that is true;" a second ~nderstanding
that takes in the things of God, spiritual truth. We do, everyone of
us, require a new understanding to grasp, to apprehend, to understand
the least things of God.
Now it was in that darkness, the darknes8 of understanding, utter
inabilitv to deal with God's truth, that God visited us. And it was a
remark~ble visitation, the same as that described in 2 Cor. iv. 6. "God
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts." God visited the chaotic earth when it was" without form and
void, and darkness was upon the face of the earth." Just a picture of
your condition and mine in our unregeneracy. And. what was the
next thing? God said, "Let there be light, 'and there was light"
And that was the way God dealt with us. He" shined in our hearts."
Exactly parallel to the work of creation, no external inshining of a
mighty light that was; it is just as much a pure creative work. And
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He did it in the night-" Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are
ye light in the Lord." Yes, when that light shone into our hearts
there was day-light. "Ye are all the children of light, and the children
of the day," and because we are children of the day, "Let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness."
This expression, "Thou hast visited me in the night," suggests to
us our incalculable indebtedness to the pure grace of God. Night, you
know, is the time of sleep, and sleep in Scripture is the emblem of death.
So the expressions, "fell asleep," and " slept with his fathers." "A
deep sleep" was caused to fall upon Adam. That was a type of the
death of Christ, for it was while Adam was in a deep sleep that a rib
was taken out of him, and woman was formed. What was that a type
of? Of the death of Christ, out of whose death has been builded His
Church, His Bride. Now you see what sleep is, a passive nonentity, a
man is dead as to all power of dealing with outward life for the time
being. So the morning is a resurrection. "My voice shalt thou hear
in the morning." But in its deepest meaning it applies to the morning
of resurrection, the waking time of resurrection. Now while we sleep
God visits us. "So He giveth His beloved sleep, , that is, while His
beloved is passive and helpless in sleep God is pouring blessing upon
him. Think of that now, you who are keeping awake because of
anxiety; go to sleep, and God will pour blessing on you. "It is vain
for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows," it is
a vain thing for you to lie awake at night, and turn your affaIrs about
in your mind; no, go to sleep like a little child in the arms of its father,
and wake up with capacity to deal with the affairs of the day. As
one has said :.. Alas, of thousand bosoms kind,
That daily court you and caress,
How few the happy secret find
Of your calm loveliness !
" Live for to.day! To·morrow's light
To-morrow's cares shall bring to sight ;
Go, sleep like closing flowers at night,
And heaven thy fiorn will bless."

Yes, God visits us in the night. He visited J acob in the night. He
was not a very good young man; he had just deceived his father, and
was running away from his incensed brother, not the character you
would be inclined to think would be favoured by God. But by night,
while that busy, planning, active mind was in a deep slumber, God
met him with a vision of heavenly glory, a ladder set up to heaven,
and angels going up and down. He visited him in the night, and
poured down blessing on his head. That is the God of J acob. "Happy
is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help." Happy for you and me
if such a God be our God, a God who" justifieth the ungodly," and
blesses the ungodly. Do we take in that it is all because He sees us
in His Son? .. The God of Jacob" is the Old Testament parallel to
the New Testament expression, "The God of all grace."
Now He visits us " in the night," and I consider this visitation of God
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in the night is most humbling to our natural pride. It is when the
brain is passive and still, when the man is to all intents and purposes
dead, that God does such great things for him, when he can have no
share in doing them.
God visits us, dear friends, in the night at sorrow. If you want to
see the stars you must wait for the night. And the promises of God
are like fixed stars. Calamities are like passing clouds. "In the
shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be
overpast." The Psalmist sees them coming up from the west, great
bulging clouds, but they will soon be past. Oh, for wisdom to look at
calamities in this way! Our calamities are not fixed stars, but
the promises of God are, that is the point. And the promises
of God, like the stars in the firmament, are always seen better
at night, and are infinitely more blessed, deep, and delightful to the
soul in the night of sorrow. You know, beloved fellow-believers, how
this, that, and the other promise has come up to our mind, and we
never enjoyed them as we did in the night of our deepest sorrow-God
" visited" us. Here is one of those stars. "Weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." Weeping points to
night-God visits us in the night, comes near to us, and then" joy
cometh in the morning." Now the soul that can look for the morning
need never despair. Who are those who can never look for· morning?
Those who" lie down in sorrow," in the night of unbelieving rejection
of Christ. There is no morning with them, but endless night, " weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth" are the certain heritage of those
who reject the grace of God-eternal destruction, not a ceasing to be,
but a ceasing to enjoy.
But those who can look for morning need never despair, and all the
sons of God, children of the day, look for morning in the darkest night.
" Thou who hast showed me great and sore troubles shalt quicken me
again and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth." This
is what faith says. Why? Because it believes in the morning. The
morning of resurrection must come, and if we have not a morning before,
we shall have it then. But in ninety-nine out of a hundred instances
there is a morning after all our nights of sorrow. And the great thing
is to expect it. "The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him,
in them that hope in His mercy." It is our business to hope in God.
Therefore never let us give way to gloom and despondency-we should
never know them.
.. Why should His people then be sad?
None have such reason to be glad.
Jesus their mighty Saviour lives,
To them eternal life He gives,
The purchase of His blood."

We have no right to be sad, we may be" in heaviness through manifold
temptations," but we must never give way to unbelief or sadness, a
sadness that is a denial of morning. God visits us in the night of
sorrow.

---
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But there is another night. Sometimes dear young disciples get
tired of the manna,. their soul begins to loathe" this light bread," and
they read critical articles in magazines and infidel books to "keep
abreast of the times," and know what is said and thought of modern
errors. When I hear a young man say that, I always feel disposed to
answer, "Then I suppose you would go into the next chemist's, and
taste all the poisons, that you may be abreast of the times, and know
how to deal with people who have been poisoned." Oh, the folly of
reading these books! "The natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." What do I want
to read all the infidel literature for, when I know that these writers who
essay to lead people, and even to lead the Church, cannot understand
one little bit of it. When they come as little children, receive a new
understanding, and lie down in the dust, then I will read their books,
but not while they dishonour the truth. Depend upon it, beloved
young men, it is utter waste of time to read these things. John writes
to young men, because they are" strong." And why ~ Because they
are abreast of the times 1 No, if so, he would have recommended
them to spend their days in reading the Talmud, so as to be up in all
the Jewish traditions, instead of which, he uses a not very complimentary phrase about these writings, and calls them "old wives'
flj,bles." No. Why 1 "The word of God abideth in you." That is
the way to be strong, and to be able to stand in these evil days. That
is the way to wield the sword of the Spirit. We are not able to do it;
no, we have to pray, "Teach my hands to war, and my fingers to
fight; " and the more we pray that prayer, the Spirit of God gives skill,
and some execution is done. If our hands are not taught, though the
very same sword that Christ wielded in the wilderness be put into your
hand and mine, we only do sword-play instead of execution. And if
we peruse this silly, sceptical literature, no wonder we get doubting,
and that there is much gloom in our lives, and that we get away from
God, and get into the mists and fogs. If we follow the will-o' -the-wisp,
of course we get into the bogs. And we often get into the parallel to
this; we get cold and away from God, and into gloom and darkness.
Sometimes there is something wrong with the life; sometimes God
allows this experience that we may be fitted to help others.
But God does not leave us in darkness. He brings us out of this
wretched, defiled condition. You know Peter tells us what will happen
if we do not "add to our faith virtue, and to virtue, courage," etc.
" He that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins." A terribly dark
condition. Every morning my first waking thought should be, " I am
a saved sinner, a child of God, and the very darling of His heart." Oh,
it would be an awful night without the knowledge of that fact. But
God will visit His children in that darkness, perhaps with sore chastisement unto the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved.
Somehow or other, God will visit His children, and bring them back
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from their sceptical and moral darkness. He will not suffer His own to
perish.
God will visit us all soon. "Behold I come quickly." The visit of
visits will be as the Bridegroom. Those clouds will part; those heavens
will be rent, and we shall see the One, previously known to us by faith,
coming in power and great glory. "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates;
and be ye lifted up ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall
come in." But it will be an awful night for those who reject Christ, ...
when He comes as Judge to pnn,ish "with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord" those who" obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ." When they say, "Peace and safety," then
" sudden destruction" cometh upon them, "as a thief in the night."
But that visitation will not overtake us as a thief, for we are children,
not of the night, but of the day, and we go forth to meet Him. Oh,
let us see to it that our lamps are trimmed and burning! I do no-~
say Christ may come within twenty-four hours, and that we are not in
a prepared state of soul unless we hold this view; but I do say, dear
friends, that the condition of our souls should be such, that if He were
to come we should be glad; this should be the normal condition of
the Christian. The holding of that hope does not depend upon the
adoption of a certain scheme of prophetic interpretation. Anyhow,
the Lord will visit us in this night, and I want to press this on our
hearts and consciences: Are we ready ~ That is, are we-in such a moral
condition, that we should not be ashamed if He came at any moment ~
Are we engaged in any work that we should not like the Lord to find
us about, or holding any conversation of which, if He were to come in
on it, we should be terribly ashamed ~ It is nonsense to talk about
holding the doctrine of the Lord's coming; the question is: Is my
heart looking for Him ~ Am I ready for that coming ~
So, He visited us in the night of our unregeneracy. He visits us in
the night of sorrow" and even in the night of sceptical departure from
His presence, and He will meet us in the night, to lift us to glory.
" Thou hast visited me in the night."
[E. F. H.]
THE Arian never knew the Lord, therefore he had better leave Him
alone; his case is desperate; he has but one ground of hope left,
according to his own creed. If the Saviour's testimony be a lie, and
if the whole Bible be false, there is ground of hope for him; but, if
God the Father's testimony be true, Heb. i. 8; if the Holy Ghost's
witness be true, Matt. xxii. 43, 44; if the witness of angels be true,
Luke ii. 11; and if the Saviour's witness be true, Rev. i. 8, he must
be damned. "If ye believe not that I Am, ye shall die in your sins,"
and" he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark xvi. 16). Thus, if
Father, Son, and Spirit have borne a false testimony, there is hope
for the Arian; but, if a true one, he "has brought in a damnable
heresy," even denying the Lord that bought us, and shall bring upon
himself swift destruction (2 Peter, ii. l).-W. Huntington, S.S.
II
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.

IT is now nearly thirteen years since the dearly-beloved servant of
Christ whose familiar features are delineated in our portrait this month,
entered into the eternal joy of his Lord. His memory will ever remain
fragrant among the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and indeed
among all who experimentally love the pure and precious doctrines of
the Gospel of God's free and sovereign grace. We rejoice that this
should be so, and feel sure that the reproduction of dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S
likeness, after a lapse of years, will afford pleasure to all to whom he
ministered the Word both in the pulpit and through the Press. Alas,
that not a few of those who during the 53 years of his editorship of the
MAGAZINE fed in the green pastures of the Word with which his gracious
pen liberally provided them, are with us no longer. During the nearly
11 years of our own editorship numbers of the most attached readers,
and those especially who had been enrolled among the oldest subscribers,
have followed their beloved guide and pastor, and now no longer need
helps by the way to Zion. They rest from their labours. But others
are being raised up to tread in the old paths, and it is this younger
generation that we feel desirous should learn to honour the memory,
labours, and teachings of Dr. DOUDNEY. His published memoir,
together with his autobiography, to be found in the volumes-" Retracings and Renewings," "The Credentials, Call, and Claims of the
Christian Ministry," and" Led and Fed "-render it unnecessary to
narrate here the labours, life, and Christ-exalting teaching of this
honoured Evangelical witness. In him we personally possessed a
true counsellor and sympathetic Christian friend, and we esteem it
no small honour to follow him-at however great a distance-in watching over the interests of dear Toplady's MAGAZINE. Well do we
remember his loving words of encouragement, uttered in 1880, when
we entered on the charge of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, in succession to
the Rev. SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER :.. Wait and watch, and thou shalt see
Wondrous things, and done for thee."

He wrote down the couplet and-though faded and soiled-it still
hangs on a book-case in our study, and, during the past nearly twentysix years, has often ministered a word in season to the heart when
weary and tried by reason of the difficulties of the way.
THE EDITOR.
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PRESENTATION TO THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
(By ONE WHO WAS PRESENT).
MANY are the way-marks and memorial-stones which indicate the
steps of all God's living family travelling Zionward, wherein in
gratitude of heart they love to record the mercies of the way,
to "utter the memory of His great goodness," and to set up repeated
Ebenezers to His praise. Such an occasion was recently granted to the
favoured congregatlOn of St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, when on the birthday anniversary of their beloved pastor, and also the completion of the
25th year of the holding of his weekly Bible-class, they sought to
convey to him an appreciation of their deep gratitude for his long and
faithful services, and his untiring devotion in preaching the Word
amongst them, to their rich edification and spiritual establishment.
Surely there can be no greater privilege granted to Zion's sons and
daughters than to have a Christ-exalting ministry. This is of His own
most gracious providing, according to promise, and it is a means of
bringing about that loving bond of union which evidentially marks
the members and their beloved Pastor at St. Mary-Ie-Port, who under
the Divine smile and blessing ever seek to "dwell together in unity."
And, surely, there can be no greater joy to a minister's heart, in proportion
to the grace-sustained faithfulness of his stewardship, and the Lord's
fulfilment of His promise to bless the Gospel seed sown and the springing
thereof, than to see his children whom he has begotten in the truth
walking in love, knit together in love, and seeking to adorn the doctrines
of God their Saviour. It was, therefore, under a deep sense of gratitude
and in acknowledgment of the signal mercy of their gracious
Heavenly Father in sparing their beloved Pastor to them, that the
members of the Church and Bible-class gladly responded to the
suggestion made known to them of presenting to the Rev. James
Ormiston a small token of their deep love and appreciation to him
in the Lord of his many services amongst them.
When it is recorded that the responses came in within six days, every
one bearing expressions of loving esteem and true joyin uniting, it became
plain to those from whom the proposal had emanated that it was of and
from the Lord, upon Whom they had waited, and that He was signifying
His approval. Many are the precious letters before me while I write, and
whilst chiefly from the members of St. Mary-Ie-Port and the Bible-class,
a few friends at a distance, who have on past occasions shared our rich
privileges during the Conference week and subsequent services at
Church, most lovingly united in our testimonial gift, making in all
seventy-eight names.
The absence of our much esteemed churchwarden, Mr. William J ones,
through illness, was much regretted, and many have been the earnest
prayers put up in our Church room from week to week that the Lord may
in mercy restore him, if it be His Divine will, that he may again come
amongst us to labour as heretofore abundantly in the cause of Jesus
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Christ, and he was lovingly with us in spirit on that evening. After the
usual Prayer-meeting and Bible-reading, the subject of which, as it was
afterwards observed, was singularly appropriate, being on "Christian
Charity" (1 Cor. xiii), l\'Ir. T. BRYANT, the Honorary Secretary of the
Class, whose ever-willing and ready services in the cause of the Gospel
are greatly valued by all, having asked permission to speak, addressed
Mr. Ormiston as follows ;" Before we close the class, Sir, 1 ask permission to say a few words.
If our friends will look on the cover of the list of subjects, they will
notice that this Bible-class was established on Jan. 3rd, 1881, so that
this month we celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Class.
There is one lady in the room who was present at that first meeting (1
allude to Miss Farrow) and who in past years attended our weekly
meeting. But 1 suppose there are few others here who were present at
that first meeting; some have crossed into the glory, others are scattered
far and wide, but it is a matter for deep gratitude to all of us that our
beloved Pastor who sat in the chair at the first evening meeting is here
to-night. It is a cause of heartfelt gratitude to each one of us. 1 have
had the privilege of attending the class for rather over twenty years,
and when 1 joined it, as a young man, 1 was struck "ith the contrast
between the spiritual and solid teaching and that I had been accustomed
to, and whatever love 1 have for these Scriptural truths, these truths for
which our beloved Reformers suffered so much, is largely due to the
love and influence of our beloved Pastor; and 1 suppose the experience
is not peculiar to myself, but is also the experience of those
who are scattered throughout the length and breadth of the land. We
felt we could not allow this anniversary to pass without expressing to
our beloved Pastor some token of our sincere and deep love, and our
high admiration of the grace which is so manifest in his teaching and
behaviour. We recognize that he is what grace has made him, and
therefore we do not seek to honour him in the place of his JIaster. But
the Apostle Paul always found a certain pleasure in receiving from
those to whom he had ministered words of comfort, and so', dear friends,
I am sure 1 may say that it does bring joy to our Master when He sees
those who are in the ministry honoured by those who are ministered
unto. Those who are unable to be here join in the same love, and
desire to unite with us in Christian fellowship. There are also,
Sir, a few readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who, when they knew
we intended to show you some appreciation of your services, desired to
join with us, so that, from the Bible-class, from the Congregation, and
from a few friends who read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and who have
reason to bless God for the Editor, 1 have in their name, Sir, to ask
your kind acceptance of £54 lOs. Not only do we ask you to accept it
as the commemoration of the anniversary of this class, but it has also
come to our knowledge that it is your birthday anniversary, and we
ask you to receive it in the name of everyone who has contributed and
those who would have been present with us. You have our love, and
may the Lord spare you long to be our very dear Pastor."
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MR. G. T. NICHOLLS followed in heartfelt appreciation, saying:
" Dear and much beloved Pastor,-We desire to give thanks to the God
of all grace for putting it into the hearts of those who proposed this
testimonial and enabled them to carry out the proposition and to
complete it. To the Lord be all the praise. We thank those dear
friends who acted under the superintendence of J ehovah for their labour
of love. The proposers of this good work sincerely and heartily thank
the congregation and friends for their liberality in contributing so
freely in furtherance of the proposed testimonial. And we, the Congregation, endorse the testimonial with joy and gladness, and also all that
good Mr. Bryant has said, in presenting the offering, especially those who,
by God's rich free and sovereign grace, highly value and appreciate the
Word preached by our dear Pastor. And, beloved Pastor, may you long
be spared (if it be the Lord's will), to break the Bread of Life to us, and
(under the Divine anointing of God the Holy Ghost) be the means of
bringing many sinners to the knowledge of the truth-alone to be
found in the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We all heartily unite in
wishing you (not formally as the world does) many happy
returns of the day, as fellow citizens of the household of faith,
in truth and love. And, as this is the beginning of another year with
you of experience and travel in the wilderness, we wish you and your
dear family health and happiness, peace and prosperity, both in soul
and body. And when you shall hear the final call, "Come up higher,"
may your last experience (as you pass from time into eternity) be as
bright and beautiful as that of the late J. C. Philpot, whose last word in
testimony was, " Beautiful! Beautiful!" as he entered the joy of his
Lord.
DR. ALEXANDER and MR. T. FREEMAN followed with appropriate
and appreciative words, after which our dear PASTOR replied :"My beloved friends, brethren and sisters in Christ, - I am
altogether at a loss to give expression to my feelings at this moment.
You have taken me entirely by surprise, absolutely by surprise,
and your kindness has overwhelmed me, and those loving words which
have been uttered by dear Mr. Bryant, Mr. Nicholls', and others,
are far beyond the occasion and unspeakably far beyond the subject of
them' I feel the least worthy in this room to receive any such token of
love as that which you have just been pleased to place in my hands.
To me, at the end of twenty-five, nearly twenty-six years, in this
parish, it becomes a sorrowful duty to confess manifold failures. My
shortcomings have been marked and many, and as years multiply my
defects also multiply. I am very sad to-day. This is my birthday,
and my heart is a sad one because I am bound to reflect upon a long
life, to mourn over it, and to confess before Him what an unworthy
servant of His I have been. Christ has given me the love of His Name,
that I can truly say, and I do say I never loved the Lord so truly
as I am enabled to-night to say I love Him, because He is in Himself
so inexpressibly dear, and because as the Spirit opens the eyes and unfolds
the dear Redeemer and gives me to behold the Lamb of God, the whole
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man becomes absorbed in Him, and in His mercy, and favour, and
love.
How much I feel your love, dear friends! You have long borne with
me, and there has ever been a consciousness of your prevailing prayers in
my sorrows. You know my widowed life. You have known of my
heavy burdens, of my family trials, and of my public work You have
strengthened me by your prayerful sympathy in my weakness, and I
enter this new year coveting earnestly the best gifts and conscious that
you will continue to pray for me, a.nd that my family and my ministry
and the Word amongst you, in spite of my frailties, may be richly
blessed. I thank you a thousand times for the loving thought of
recognizing my birthday to-day and the twenty-five years' work
in this Bible-class. God abundantly bless you in your service of love,
unworthy as I am to receive any such token. May the Lord recompense
you everyone and those absent friends also who have so kindly
contributed. I go out from this room to-night, edified by this
manifestation of spiritual love which you have vouchsafed me.
May the Lord bless you abundantly, for Christ's sake."
The closing hymn, most appropriately chosen by our beloved Pastor,
was then sung :" I can do nothing, Lord, 'tis true,
Yet in Thy strength can all things do ;
Nothing I merit, Lord, I own,
Yet shall possess a heavenly throne.
" Though of myself I nothing am,
I'm dear to God and to the Lamb;
Though I am nothing, I confess,
All things in Jesus I possess.
" Thus something, nothing, may I beNothing in self, but all in Thee;
And when in glory I appear,
Be something, and yet nothing there."
The doxology was then pronounced. Thus ended a very happy and
memorable evening, wherein the heartfelt experience of many was
truly "Jehovah Shammah-The Lord was there."
•
R.

ART thou humble under the assistance and strength God hath given
thee ~ Pride stops the conduit. If the heart begins to swell, it is
time for God to hold His hand and turn the ta-p, for all that is poured
on such a soul runs over into self-applauding, and so is the water spilt
in regard' of any good it doth the creature, or any glory it brings to
God. A proud heart and a lofty mountain are never fruitful.Gurnall.
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SANCTIFICATION THROUGH THE TRUTH.
By THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REV. BISHOP WALDEGRAVE, D.D.

" Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth."
- JOHN xvii. 17.
IN " binding up the broken-hearted," no balm is of greater virtue than
Scriptural teaching as to the difference between the penal consequences
of sin and the inbred principle of sin. A soul weary and heavy laden
with the burden of guilt has been constrained to cry, "I have sinned; "
the minister of Christ has been instructed to reply, "The Lord also
hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die." The penitent has, by
the grace of God, believed; he has, by the grace of God, rested upon
that sure word of Him" that cannot lie," which saith, "Verily, verily
I say unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but is passed from death unto life." For a time he seems to realize
the promise, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee." But alas! the buffeting
of " manifold temptations," yea, and the consciousness of " manifold
offences," have soon wrung from him the cry, " 0 wretched man that
I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this death ~ "
In such cases" the babe in Christ" is often (from a want of distinctness in his views of divine truth) grievously perplexed. He is told
that sin is put away, and yet he finds that" when he would do good,
evil is present with him." In his sore distress he is apt to think that
he is yet" in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity."
What (in dealing pastorally with such an one) shall he say to whom,
like his Master, "the Lord God hath given the tongue of the learned,
that he should know how to speak a word in season to him that is
weary" ~
Let the minister of Christ declare to the contrite one that while the
penal consequences of sin were, by the blood of the cross, fully and
for ever put away for everyone that believeth on Jesus, the principle
of sin shall never be eradicated until either he sleep in Jesus, or (if he
be alive and remain to the coming of the Lord) he be changed at that
same trumpet's sound. at which" the dead shall be raised incorruptible."
The leper's sentence of exclusion from the New Jerusalem is reversed,
but the infection of his leprous nature yet remains, nor shall all traces
of the malady be obliterated until the day that the everlasting gates
of that Holy City shall be lifted up to admit him in the train of the
King of Glory. Then, and not till then, "shall the inhabitant say no
more, I am sick," even though now the people that shall dwell therein
have been" forgiven their iniquity; " for then,and not till then, shall
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the creature, body and soul alike, be " delivered from the bonda.ge of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God."
But shall the pastor say no more ~ Shall he not call upon him to
" cleanse himself from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God ~ "
Most assuredly so! He is bound to "exhort and comfort and
eharge everyone of his flock, as a father doth his children, that they
should walk worthy of God, who hath called them unto His kingdom
and glory; " yea, it is his duty" to beseech them, and exhort them by
the Lord Jesus, that as they have received of Him through whom they
ought to walk and to please God, so they would abound more and
more."
But here too let the pastor be scripturally wise.
Let him not tell the broken-hearted one to live, without directing
him to the fountain of life. Let him exhort the sinner, in spite of
inward corruption, in spite of conflicts, in spite of falls, still with purpose of heart to "cleave unto the Lord." Let him show him from
holy writ, that in Jesus " all fulness dwells; " that Jesus is made of
God, not wisdom and righteousness only, but sanctification also and
redemption. And let him entreat the tempt{ld one to hold the Head,
that nourishment being ministered from Him, he may, with all other
members of the body, increase with the increase of God. Then, and
then only, in successful warfare with indwelling sin, shall he go on
" from strength to strength." Then, and then only, shall his path be,
" as the shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day."
In order, according to the will of my Master, to comfort any that
thus mourn, I desire this day to open out from God's holy Word, the
work of the Holy Ghost in the sanctification of the people of God. For
therein it will be seen, on the one hand, that an increasing sense of
inward corruption is quite consistent with a present and full justification, and so far from being a reason for despondency, is rather an
evidence that a good work is well begun; and, on the other hand, that
the only method by which a sinner can become scripturally holy, is by
living from day to day by the faith of the Son of God, who loved him,
and gave Himself for him.
I shall treat it as a practical question, apart from all enquiries as to
the sanctification of those who die in infancy before they are capable
of a conscious and active holiness.
Let us consider this workFirst, in its beginning; and
Secondly, in its progress, as carried on by the Spirit through the
instrumentality of the Word.-" Sanctify them through thy Truth:
thy Word is Truth."
I must, however, before entering upon the direct consideration of
my subject, prepare the way, by clearly stating who are they for whom
in this seventeenth chapter of St. John our Lord doth intercede. No
less than seven times doth He Himself define them to be those whom
the Father had given him.
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Truly, the Lord Jesus is pleading for the "elect people of God; "
for the members of His body-the Church.
And here I must affirm, that (whatever be the uses to which man
has applied the term) the Holy Ghost when, in the written Word, He
speaks of " the Church," absolutely (in such passages, for instance, as
"Christ loved the Church;" "upon this rock I will build My Church ")
doth not mean anyone visible ecclesiastical corporation, nor any aggregate assemblage of visible ecclesiastical corporations, but that" whole
family in heaven and earth," known indeed unto God, but " indefinable"
by man, which is styled "the general assembly and church of the
first born which are written in heaven."
Chosen of the Father in Christ before the foundation of the world;
" redeemed to God by the blood of the Lamb out of every kindred and
tongue, and people and nation; " each in due time made willing in the
day of Christ's power by the Spirit of the Lord; they are, partly
triumphant in heaven-partly militant upon earth-together, they
constitute the" mystical body of God's dear Son." It is in this flocklittle in each passing generation, though innumerable in its final gathering together before the throne of God and the Lamb :-it is, I say, in
this flock-oft-times destitute, affiicted, tormented-always despised.
reviled, persecuted-that Jehovah hath purposed-" according to His
good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself"-to glorify Himself
here and hereaiter.
He would glorify the riches of his grace now, not merely by saving
the chief of sinners from the wrath to come, but also by working in
them a spiritual, an universal holiness. "Ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light." "Jesus Christ gave 'Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works." "For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them."
J ehovah would be " glorified in His saints" hereafter, when all the
members of the body" being gathered together in one," each being
made perfectly holy in body and soul and spirit, Christ shall" present
them to Himself, a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing."
It is for this twofold exhibition of His Father's glory in the Bride
-the Lamb's wife-that our Lord so earnestly pleads in this seventeenth chapter of St. John. "Sanctify them here; glorify them
hereafter. "
But I must further observe, that the sheep of this flock are, by
nature, lost sheep; that the members of this Church are, by nature,
unholy, and incapable of holiness.
That man is by nature unholy none can dispute. "That which is
born of the flesh is flesh." "What is man, that he should be clean;
and he which is born of a woman, that he should be righteous ~ "
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Saul of Tarsus was, "as touching the righteousness which is in the
law, blameless," yet how destitute of spiritual holiness notwithstanding:
" for we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful
and hating one another."
Equally certain is it that man is, in his natural state, incapable of
holiness. "They that are in the flesh cannot please God."
Suppose them desirous of rendering an obedience, can that obedience be well pleasing to their God? They are under a curse-they are
condemned to die for original and actual sin, how can any service of
theirs" come up with acceptance on J ehovah's altar? "
But men in their natural state are by no means desirous, or even
willing, to render to God a Scriptural holiness.
Is the conscience enlightened? Its reproaches drive them from j,hat
God whom it is their chief duty to love. Is the conscience blinded?
Its flatteries lull them to sleep in the commission of those iniquities of
heart and life from which it should be their first effort in the exhibition
of that love to depart.
Yea, more than this! there is within them an evil inclination-" a
natural impulse which is agreeable to them"-a fixed and ready
propensity to lust against the law of God.
Above all they are subject to him who is called" the prince of this
world "-" the God of this world." The conscience, the understanding,
the will, the affections, are all enthralled by him who was" a murderer
from the beginning." As" a strong man armed he keepeth his palace,
and his goods are in peace."
Brethren, these are not smooth things, but neither are they deceits.
They are Scriptural truths.
Hearken again to Paul's description of his own natural condition.
" Among whom also-(among them that walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience)-among
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesl! and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath even as others."
Accordingly we read that" the carnal mind is enmity against God;
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be ; " that
" if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them."
Truly Scripture teaches us to look upon the heart of man as " desperately wicked"-yea, upon the whole inner man as " dead in trespasses and sins."
Hence for man, out of Christ, to become holy, is utterly impossible.
He may attain to a decent morality-nay, he may go further and
become an Essene, or a Pharisee, but never will become a Saint.
For holiness doth not consist in saying or doing many things without
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discrimination of principle, but in uniformly and universally serving
God acceptably out of love. Let the thirteenth chapter of the first
Epistle to the Corinthians testify how many-how great things may be
done without love, and therefore without anything which the Scripture
accounts holiness of heart and life.
And mark, my beloved, that great as these things appear, they are
but part, and a very small part, and a very easy part of the obedience
required.
Hearken to some of the demands of the law of holiness! "My Son,
give me thine heart." "Bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ."-" Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation
of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight,O Lord, my Strength and my
Redeemer."-" They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts."-" Let your conversation be without covetousness."-" In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God, in Christ
Jesus, concerning you."-" Let your speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt, that it may minister grace to the hearers."-" Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of
others."-" Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love,
in honour preferring one another."-" Honour all men-love the
brotherhood."-" Love your enemies."-" vVhatsoever ye do, whether
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God and the Father, by him."-" I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God."
Truly, Brethren, men may, in ignorance of what Scriptural holiness
is, imagine that they can, of their own power, attain to it; but of this
I am sure, that if any man being instructed in the spirituality of God's
law, but not being taught the Gospel mystery of sanctification doth
attempt, without Christ, to walk holily and justly and unblameably
before God, the attempt must end in bitter and heart-rending disappointment. For (again I quote the words) "they that are in the
flesh cannot please God."-" The law worketh wrath," and only
wrath.
But" what the law could not do in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for
sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might
be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
God hath provided for His people a fountain of holiness entirely
supernatural. He hath appointed His Son Jesus to be the head, not
of authority only, but of life and influence also, to the Church. To
this head hath He given of the Spirit without measure. And, wherefore
so ~ In order that" of His fulness may all we receive, and grace for
grace."
Thus doth the Holy Ghost, speaking of Jesus' Headship, declare
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that "it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell; "
and again, speaking of His people's participation in that fulness, that
" the Church is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all."
Accordingly, the Apostle Paul, in pleading for the spiritual growth
of the Saints at Ephesus, sums up all his petitions by the prayer, " that
they might be filled with all the fulness of God."
For they shall be most fruitfully " holy in all manner of conversation," who are, by grace, enabled most continually to realize their
Union with Christ their Head. "I am the Vine, ye are the branches.
He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit; for without Me ye can do nothing."
But how is this union effected 1 And how-being effected-is it
maintained in enduring and increasing vigour.
It is by the ministry of the Word in the hands of the Spirit. "Sanctify
them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth."
And what is the Word 1
The Word is the simple and full exhibition of Christ, as revealed in
the Scriptures of truth. It is the evident setting forth of Christ crucified-the publishing peace by Jesus Christ, He is Lord of all.
Yes, the Word is that preaching of Christ-that manifestation of the
truth, in which, " not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth "-" not in enticing words of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power "-the whole
counsel of God is fearlessly declared, and nothing is kept back which is
profitable."
It is by this Word-this" Word of truth"-as preached by " Christ's
ambassadors"-that" the Lord, the Spirit," engrafts branches of the
vine of Sodom upon the stem of the true Vine-incorporates sinners,
once dead in trespasses and sins, into the mystical body of God's dear
Son.
Most feeble the instrumentality! Most mighty the results! "We
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power
may be of God and not of us."
1. This leads us to consider the beginning of the Spirit's work of
sanctification in the elect people of God.
But where shall we begin?
" The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; so
is everyone that is born of the Spirit."
I can but deal with facts-facts occurring in the course of Missionary
labours abroad-facts presenting themselves in the discharge of pastoral
duties at home. Let those facts, as they are witnessed more or less by
every faithful minister of Christ, be referred for their solution to Holy
Scripture, and but one answer can be given-" of His own will begat
He us with the word of truth."
By -that "never-failing Providence, which ordereth all tpings in
heaven and earth," "a lost sheep of the house of Israel" is brought
unwittingly-yea, ~perhaps, unwillingly-beneath the sound of the
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preached Word. Some passage-short, perhaps, and but of minor
importance in the preacher's view-is carried home by the Spirit's
power to the heart. That heart is, by the same Spirit, at the same
moment, opened to receive it. The rebel finds that the bow drawn at
a venture has smitten him between the joints of the harness. In vain
doth he strive to draw forth the barbed arrow. It is " very sharp in
the heart of the King's enemy." "The word of God is quick and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." There is no
remedy save in absolute submission!
Other instrumentalities are brought to bear. Chastenings, perhaps,
" in mind, body, or estate," seem to indicate that the Almighty has
set the" wounded" one as " a mark for all His arrows." The Gospel
preached publicly is also preached from house to house. It is brought
into his chamber of affliction. Affectionately, but fearlessly, doth
" the steward, watchman, and messenger of the Lord" testify, from
the written word, of "repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ."
Reflection follows. The holiness and justice of J ehovah-the
impurity and rebellion of sin become mighty and overwhelming
realities-mighty, because now, for the first time, has he anything like
an adequate conception of what holiness and justice, and corruption
and guilt are; overwhelming, because he finds himself so full of sin
that he is obnoxious to all the utmost penalties of the law. He is a
leper-and without the camp must the leper's habitation be~ what
shall he do to be cleansed ~
....
Such is the preparatory work which-with great variations as to
intensity and duration-is wrought in all who, in riper years, are" turned
to the Lord."
I say with great variations as to intensity and duration, for there are
very many cases in which the progress of the work is so gradual that
its existence is evidenced much more by the results which I shall
presently indicate, than by any of those sudden revolutions of feeling
and habit which some are apt to consider as inseparable from a work
of saving grace.
Again, I say, that it is only preparatory, for the pastor is taught by
painful experience that the semblance of this work is by no means a
criterion that grace is really operating in the heart.
Many appear to come with weeping and supplications to Zion, who,
at the last, too clearly prove that theirs was not that godly sorrow
which worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of. Very
eager desires are excited-vigorous, perchance, though irregular and
fitful exertions are made. But the work is not of God, and it comes to
nought. They either return by degrees to their former ways, or they
settle down into a self-righteous form of godliness destitute of the
power.
But where the Spirit of grace is present the case is otherwise.
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Here is, sooner or later, a looking unto Jesus-a looking unto Jesus
as the only hope-a looking unto Jesus as one that is able to save to
the uttermost---a looking unto Jesus as one that will in no wise cast
out.
Sooner or later, I say, for many are the miscarriages by which the
stricken one is driven at the last, simply to " obey the Gospel."
There are, for a while, some efforts to obtain the favour of God by
prayer,. repentance, and sincere obedience. Or if these be not the
means by which that favour is to be procured, they are at least deemed
necessary preparatives to entering upon that way by which alone any
can approach the Father. So hard is it for proud man to "submit
himself unto the righteousness of God."
Much wisdom doth the Minister of the word require-he may not
break the bruised reed-nor may he heal the hurt of the daughter of
his people slightly. The foundation must be digged deep before the
house can be built upon the rock.
The penitent himself (if, indeed, he "hath heard and hath learned
of the Father") is taught that all these expedients are vain and
ineffectual. The dove finds no rest for the sole of her foot save in the
ark. Like her "who had suffered many things of many physicians,
and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather
grew worse "-he is compelled to grasp the hem of Jesus' garment as
his last, his only remedy.
And here again, the min.istry of the Word of Truth is of sovereign
efficacy.
The Pastor, seeing the sinner humbled to the dust, seeing the sinner
almost reduced to despair, must enforce that Article of the Creed which
speaks of the remission of sins-must charge him with one sin, and a
greater sin than any he has yet discovered-the sin of unbelief; at the
same time he must urge him no longer to be disobedient to the Gospel
-no longer to refuse to receive the atonement.
And the Lord will surely work with His servant! "I will pour upon
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom
they have pierced."
And this looking unto Jesus is not without an endeavour-a feeble
endeavour perhaps, but still an endeavour-to appropriate this Saviour
unto himself. The cup of salvation is taken, and there is a striving
to drink of its wine and its milk.
And here we have faith!
And now is it evidently proved, that the sinner is united to Christ.
Christ dwelleth in him, and he in Christ. Of that union his faith is one
of the first fruits. And now, though he know it not, is he justified.
Though he condemneth himself, the Lord of hosts pronounceth him
guiltless, because his sins were laid upon Jesus-righteous, because the
obedience of Jesus, his Head, is accounted to him.
But this feeble faith, while it puts the penitent in possession of a
present and full justification, by no means brings an immediate or a
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lasting calm. Many are the questionings which arise. The child of
God is in heaviness through manifold temptations. His backslidings,
yea, his falls, are, in his own estimation, many and increased. His soul
is vexed within him.
Still the Spirit helps his infirmities, and enables him fervently,
earnestly, constantly, to plead for deliverance, for pardon, and
acceptance in and through Christ.
And here is faith still: "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him;" and still the sinner is " accepted in the beloved."
But he lacks the enjoyment of his acceptation. Or, if he doth seem
for a moment to rejoice in God his Saviour, the sky is soon overcasthe walks in darkness, and has no light.
How needful now the Word of Truth!
Is there anyone here present to-day in the very case which I have
been describing ~ I would unreservedly proclaim to him that the
work of Cnrist is a finished work. "Once in the end of the world hath
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." I urgently
enforce upon him that all the benefits flowing from that finished work
are offered-freely, without money and without price-to everyone
that thirsteth, to all that labour, and are heavy laden, yea, though
they be the chief of sinners. I would solemnly protest unto him that
it is not merely his privilege, but his duty to believe-yea, that it is
grievous presumption to refuse to believe, with an appropriating faith
upon the name of the only begotten Son of God. I would most
emphatically declare unto him, that the ground of his confidence must
be-not the ever-shifting quicksands of the feelings, persuasions, experiences, imaginings, of his own most changeful heart,-but the solid
rock of the everlasting truth of Him that cannot lie, of Him that
changeth not.
These lessons are written upon the pages of the Book of God. May
they be written, my brother, in your bosom, "not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables
of the heart."
And what shall be the consequence ~ Seeing the promise, you
should be persuaded of it, and embrace it. And then, without
"enthusiastic transport or ravishment," but with love too deep for
utterance, shall you be filled "with all joy and peace in believing."
In the conscious enjoyment of union with Christ your Head, shall you
know that the Lord hath indeed "brought you health and cure, and
hath cured you, and hath revealed unto you the abundance of peace
and truth."
Then shall it be with you as with the woman a sinner. Much hath
been forgiven-you shall love much. And your love shall be testified
by deep sorrow for sin-craving hunger and thirst after righteousness
-entire surrender of yourself, of all you are and have, to the
Lord.
Thus (according to his own sure promise in the thirty-sixth chapter
of Ezekiel) the exalted Prince and Saviour shall have given unto you
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repentance and forgiveness of sins. And this gracious work shall be
evidenced by the witness, and by the seal of the Spirit.
Thus (as it regards the witness of the Spirit) was it with the Roman
saints. "Ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are
the children of God."
And thus (as it regards the seal of the Spirit) was it with the Ephesian
saints. "Christ, in whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that
ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise, which is
the earnest of our inheritance." Of this Sealing Spirit I shall have to
speak presently; I will, therefore, onLy remark that it stamps the
saint with the King's image and superscription in lines of holiness,
which may be known and read of all men.
But what-I can imagine some fearful and faint-hearted Christian
enquiring-what is this witnessing spirit ~ this spirit of adoption ~
Not (as some fondly imagine) a spirit of rapturous delight-not a
spirit by which all mysteries are revealed-not a spirit by which great
gifts in prayer or in preaching are bestowed, for then how should he
be a witnessing-a comforting spirit-to the downcast, the unlearned,
the silent members of Christ's body ~ No! the spirit of adoption is
that spirit which, in the humblest, yea, in the weakest saints of God,
trusts assuredly on Christ for salvation from first to last-and trusting
on Him (in spite of deeply conscious unworthiness)-ealls His God their
God-His Father their Father. Yes! The spirit of adoption is that
spirit which even in the foolish, the weak, the base, the despi3ed things
of this world, cries in hearing, reading, meditation, prayer-in communion with the saints-in intercourse with the world-yea, and in
the most ordinary transactions of life, "My Father." "Wilt thou
not from this time cry unto Me, My Father, thou art the guide of my
youth ~" "But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and
give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations ~
and I said, Thou shalt call Me, My Father; and shalt not turn away
from Me."
But why dwell at such length upon this beginning of the Spirit's
work-this opening of the eyes-this turning from dark-ness to lightfrom the power of Satan unto God ~
Because it is in this first believing reception of the Gospel, that the
saint of God becomes (by virtue of his union with Christ) partaker of
those endowments which are essential pre-requisites to a life of holiness.
He has now a willing mind-for he delights in the law of God after
the inward man. That law bids him love God supremely, and his
neighbour as himself,-and there is now no looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, to forbid all efforts to love God. Far from it, he
rather feels the force of the word which saith, "We love Him because
He first loved us." Yea, and his soul responds to the appeal, "Beloved,
if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." Moreover, he
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is allured to this universal obedience by the firm assurance that his
labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. And is might needed-great
might to war with the world, the flesh, and the devil ~ He knows
whither to repair for strength. "They that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength-they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk and not faint."
In short, he has-a willing mind-a deep sense of pardoning love-a
lively hope of glory-a firm a.nd confident persuasion that he can do all
things, through Christ which strengtheneth him.
The consequence is an eager, though not always a wise, pursuit of
holiness. The seed hath been sown and the blade is sprung up-yea,
the ear is appearing-but many winds must blow, many showers must
fall, many suns must shine, before the full corn in the ear is matured.
Still, though his love may be impetuous, and in some instances, his
zeal mis",rruided, in him is the Saviour's prayer being answered, " Sanctify
them through Thy truth; Thy word is truth."
And even if (as is in some instances the case) this work is not commenced until the sinner is laid upon the bed of death, still there is even
there manifest to the eye of the constant observer such a new and
spiritual life, as proves that the sufferer is indeed in Christ, that old
things have indeed passed away, that all things are become new. The
spirit of holiness is there, and he brings forth fruit-yea, and sometimes much fruit, even in the chamber of death.
n. But how, may some anxious child of God enquire, is the good
work of the Spirit carried on ~ And this is the second point proposed
for our consideration.
The answer to your question is still to be found in the text: "Sanctify
them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth."
Thus may you read in the First Epistle of Peter these words: " As
new born babes desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow
thereby." Thus may you read in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians :
" We all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the
pirit of the Lord."
In the warmth, perchance, of your first love, you may fancy that
vou shall never be moved. Alas! you shall soon learn that the present
life is a state of conflict.
It is needful for your growth in grace that, being convinced of your
own helplessness, you should be taught to derive from your Head" all
things that pertain unto life and godliness."
To this end will the Lord thy God" humble thee and suffer thee to
hunger," that thou mayest be constrained to feed continually upon
that bread which came down from heaven.
You must reckon upon it that the world will be against you without.
It is as true now as it was in the days of Paul-" all th.at will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." Your foes may even be the
men of your own household.
But there shall be greater trials within. The spirit of grace has
12
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entered into the strong man's house, and taken from him his armour
wherein he trusted, and spoiled his goods: but there are still traitors
in the palace-corruption of nature remains. Nor is the foe slow to
take advantage of his opportunities. You must work out your salvation
with fear and trembling-you must wrestle-you must agonize. Many
a time will you stumble and fall.
Moreover, you shall now, under the teaching of God the Holy Ghost,
daily become more and more learned in the fulness of the divine law.
That law is spiritual-that law is exceeding broad. So that if any
victory seem to be gained, it is but followed by the discovery of another
foe.
Surely, if you are indeed born of God, you shall learn how true that
word: "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot
do the things that ye would," and again, "I delight in the law of God
after the inward man: but I see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and b~aing me into captivity to the
law of sin which is in my members."
And now, beloved brethren, whither shall the tempted one flee ~
Let him plant his feet upon that rock upon "hich the tempted Paul
took his stand! "There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesn, but after the
Spirit."
Let him still live the life of faith. Let him " put on the breast-plate
of faith and love, and for an helmet, the hope of salootion, fOT God Jw.th
not appointed him to wrath, but to obtain salvation ~y our Lord J esu.s
Christ." It was in this spiritual panoply that the victories recorded
in the eleventh of Hebrews were won. Wherefore le him also be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might!
And here again, how needful the ministry of the word of truth!
The Pastor who would rightly divide the word of truth, must give the
mourner his portion of meat in due season.
It is his duty to point out to him clearly from the word that he will
carry about with him the old man-the flesh- he la" in his members
-the body of death, even to the end; but he must point out to him
also, that the new man-the spirit-the law of his mind, hath made
him free from the law of sin and death, and that llis spiritual life and
healtn depend upon his rising above llis carnal nature in close and
continual communion with his Head.
Moreover, the pastor must exhibit to him the breadth and length
and depth and height of the love of Christ,-its antiquity-its unchangeableness-that so as his tribulations abound, his consolations
also may abound by Christ.
Poor child of God, thou art bidden to cleave to the Lord with purpose
of heart, but think not that thy safety is in tnme own keeping. The
babe clings to its mother's breast, but the mother's arms hold it fast.
Underneath thee are" the everlasting arms." "Tllis is the Father's
will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should
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lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day." "My
sheep shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand." "Wherefore thou mayest be persuaded, that neither death
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate thee from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus thy Lord."
But think not that ye may therefore be slothful. By no means.
"Give diligence to make your calling and election sure!" Deny
yourself-take up your cross daily-follow Jesus-cleave to Him in
the believing use of His own scriptural ordinances-private reading,
meditation, fasting, prayer, fellowship with the saints in communion
on the things of God in breaking of bread and in prayers-careful
attendance upon, and obedience to, the public teachings and private
admonitions of a pastor according to God's heart--I say, in the believing use of these ordinances-for surely if you use them as though
that use were in any degree meritorious-you shall find them hindrances
rather than aids in the life of holiness; but, if in using them all you still
" hold the Head," then surely shall you, "speaking the truth in love,
grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ, from
whom the whole body, fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying
of itself in love."
Yes! if a man thus live, how manifest shall be the result to every
eye but his own! Mark his holiness! Mark his increase in the knowledge of God! his "faith growing exceedingly;" "his charity
aboundeth ;" "In every thing he is enriched by Jesus Christ, in all
utterance and in all knowledge;" "he is filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of God."
Surely here we have the King's Seal. "The foundation of God
standeth sure"; having this seal, the" Lord knoweth them that are
His: " and, "let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity."
Thus doth the Spirit, by the ministry of the Word, bring the child
of God to that" ripeness of age," at which he is called, in the language
of Scripture, "perfect."
But let it not be imagined that in him, that is to say, in his flesh,
dwelleth any good thing. The flesh is subdued-crucified, but not
destroyed. No transmutation of nature hath taken place in the seed
of the first Adam-'tis only that a new and a contrary nature hath been
derived by a spiritual birth from the second Adam. The flesh is not
less corrupt-the law of sin is not less rebellious-but grace now reigns
over the faculties of the soul-sin, though it often excites to revolt,
hath no longer dominion.
Let reigning grace but cease for a while its operations, and David
shall have cause to remember that he was shapen in iniquity, and
conceived in sin; yea, and Hezekiah shall have occasion to humble
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himself for the pride of his heart. And each child of God doth know
full well that even if grace preserve him from giving such great occasion
to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, he hath still many secret
sins-many hidden rebellions of heart for which to humble himself
daily, yea, hourly, before God! "Enter not into judgment with
thy servant, oh Lord, for in thy sight shall no man living be justified,"
must still be his language even to the end.
These varied trials have a twofold effect upon the saint-they make
him more and more humble-they make him long more and more
for his Father's house.
They make him more and more humble: "Brethren, I count not
myself to have apprehended, but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which
are before; I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus."
They make him long more and more for his Father's house: "1 am
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with Christ,
which is far better."
Meanwhile the word and people of God become increasingly precious
-increasingly neC\lssary to him. "I am a companion of all them
that fear Thee, and of them that keep Thy precepts." "How sweet
are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! "
And he himself " shall flourish like the palm tree, he shall grow like
a cedar in Lebanon. For those that be planted in the house of the
Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall bring forth
fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing to show that the
Lord is upright: He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousnes3 in
· "
Hlm.
And thus is the prayer of Jesus still more fulfilled-" Sanctify them
through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth."
When shall that prayer receive its full accomplishment ~
At the Resurrection!
Truly, when the Lord's time is come, the saint shall "sleep in
Jesus." His spirit, absent from the body, shall be present with the
Lord. At last is he delivered from the body of this death. He shall
rest from his labours.
And when that last, that glorious day shall come, when the number
of the elect shall be accomplished, then shall he have his perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in God's eternal and
glorious kingdom. "As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness:
I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness."
I have now, beloved, endeavoured to set forth the Scriptural method
of sanctification.
All holiness flows from the fulness of Jesus into the branches of the
Mystical Vine-into the members of the Mystical Body. By the
word of truth, the Eternal Spirit establishes-confirms-maintains
that heavenly fellowship. The result is a rich, a saintly, a settled, a
perfected holiness.
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CHEERING WORDS.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-For a good many years now past I have
been a reader of the Gospel Magazine, and much enjoy its contents.
Especially refreshing and good are the accounts you give us month by
month of the lives and doings of some of God's servants, in many
instances now gone to glory. I have been much interested in this
month's issue, by reading a sermon by the late Right Rev. S. Waldegrave, who, I believe, was Bishop of Carlisle at one time. It is a fine
exposition of the text, and one in which I found much comfort in
reading. Do you know if he left a complete set of works, and whether
they are obtainable anywhere ~ From what I hear and see, we should
go a long way in the present day before we heard such a sermon as the
one to which I refer. I am thankful though to know there are yet some
godly clergymen (yourself among them) in the Church of England, men
who shun not to declare the whole counsel of God. To my mind the
Church of England has produced some of the brightest and most Godglorifying ministers this country ever saw. That sermon the other
month by Canon Shutte was a splendid piece of theology. I
wonder if such a sermon has been preached in St. Paul's since.
Now I am writing, I will take the opportunity of thanking you for
giving such a helpful account of Mr. Bradbury, a man I highly prized
as a pastor, under whom I sat for close upon thirty years. With
Christian regards, trustin~ you are well, believe me,
Yours faithfully,
W. PREBBLE.

"Coniston," 39, Ritherdon Road,
Upper Tooting, S.W., Feb. 17th, 1906.

IT is the devil's part to suggest; ours, not to consent. As oft as
we reject him, so often we overcome him; as often we overcome him,
so often we bring joy to the angels and glory to God, who opposeth us
that we may contend, and assisteth that we may conquer.-Francis
Quarles.

THE devil sends faithless fear first and foremost, and then brings
up his army. No trouble has been found to be deadly to God's people
till first slavish fear killed, wounded, and weakened them; therefore
our Lord cautions against this killing enemy, slavish fear. "Fear
none of these things which thou shalt suffer."-Ralph Erskine.
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CENTENARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AN INTERVIEW WITH THE SECRETARY.

(By the Special Correspondent 0/ "The English Churchman ").
IF proof were needed of the permanence of the Evangelical Revival of
the eighteenth century, one would only have to point to the number
of leading religious societies now in a healthy, and indeed, flourishing
existence, despite a really venerable age, whose genesis can be traced,
not indirectly, but through a most unmistakable line, which would
satisfy a genealogical expert, to the great wave of spiritual religion
which swept over England as the result of the preaching of Wesley
and Whitefield. The majority of these have already passed into their
second century, and if the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has not yet
done so, the fact reflects no discredit on that valuable institution;
while the field being now somewhat clearer of special funds than when
two or three other great societies were putting forth their claims to
worthily celebrate their hundredth birthdays, this will, perhaps, tend
to the advantage of the special effort to raise a Million Shilling Centenary
Fund on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims.
Of all those Societies in which Evangelical Churchmen and Nonconformists of a similar type find active association not only possible
but mutually helpful, there is none probably which occupies such a
position as, or does a work of the h.rind, akin to that of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society. Its peculiar mission is to help the poorer members
of the household of faith, and taking its stand very distinctly on the
doctrines of grace it knows no other distinctions between either its
supporters or the recipients of its kindly ministry. I have no doubt
that its present operations are well known to all the readers of The
English Churchman, but the exact circumstances of its origin may not
be so familiar, and yet they are of special interest.
I had a little talk the other day with the Secretary, Mr. J. K
Hazelton, at 83, Finsbury Pavement, KC., and he told me the facts
concerning the simple beginning of what is now a far-reaching work.
He said, "A few young people, members of George Whitefield's
Tabernacle in Moorfields, at the close of a Wednesday evening service
in that place, adjourned to the house of one of their number, and there
and then decided to form a Society exclusively for the purpose of
affording permanent relief to the aged and infirm Christian poor.
They were young persons in very humble circumstances, and during
the first year of the Society's existence there were three pensioners,
at £5 5s. per annum."
William Wilberforce was a subs.criber to the Society to the day of
his death. The late Revs. Dr. Doudney and C. H. Spurgeon were
among its warmest 'friends, and at the present time it has the valued
support of such recognized Evangelical leaders as the Bishop of Sodor
and Man, the Dean of Peterborough, Archdeacon Noyes, Sir Robert
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Anderson, and Sir Robert Lighton. Mr. F. A. Bevan, who is associated
with innumerable good works, is its Treasurer.
A comparison of the modest commencement with the scale of operations to-day will indicate that, contrary to the unfortunate experience
of some benevolent institutions, who find their work diminish and
interest in it slacken when the first promoters and their immediate
circle have died out, the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has exhibited
a wonderful growth and vitality throughout the intervening century.
It has at the present time 1,700 pensioners, receiving sums of £5 5s.,
£7 7s., or £10 lOs. per annum, and its daily outlay, including Sunday,
is £45. The gross income last year was about £15,000 and the expenditure £16,500. There are four Homes-at Hornsey, Camberwell,
Stamford Hill, and Brighton-directly supported by the Society, and
providio..1g for 180 inmates, besides others, at Leicester, Winchester,
and elsewhere, maintained by local auxiliaries. The inmates of all
these are, of course, pensioners, and receive room, firing, light, and
medical attendance, as a welcome addition to the monetary aid. The
spirit of cold" charity" is absolutely excluded, the pensions being paid
by visitors who undertake the duty of visitation voluntarily, as part
of their service for the Master, and are, therefore, welcome friends to
those whom they periodically call upon. The Committee of the
Society are careful thus to strip its operations of all officialism and
formality in dealing with the beneficiaries. Sensitive feelings are not
wounded, there is no embarrassment in accepting the kindly proffered
aid, and the spirit of Christian fellowship and family relationship is
visible in it all.
I enquired of Mr. Hazelton what scheme the Committee had for
celebrating the Centenary. "We propose," he replied, "to aim at
raising a Million Shilling Fund. On this the whole of the special
enterprise will practically turn. Some people," he added, "think a
million shillings an easy result to achieve, but a thousand thousands
is a good many. However, we shall appeal to the Christian public
throughout the land, of course, and set ourselves to successfully compass
our object. We have opened a special account at our bankers, and a
few contributions from those who have heard privately of the intention
before its actual launching have given us encouragement. We have a
very interesting lantern lecture, illustrated with upwards of sixty
views, entitled, 'The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society: Its Hundred
Years' History and Friends,' and this we shall be pleased to send a
lecturer to deliver wherever an opening can be found."
" What," I asked, " is the Centenary Fund to be devoted to ~ "
" We are anxious," Mr. Hazelton proceeded to explain, "to make
the Homes' self-supporting. There are, of course, certain charges for
upkeep and repairs, and these have to be met out of our ordinary
income, which, were it not for legacies, would not suffice to maintain
our benefactions to their present extent. If we can create a fund, the
interest of which will yield sufficient to meet these expenses in connection with the Homes, it will materially help us in our general work
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of granting pensions. Then we should much like to increase the amount
of the grants. They are very gratefully received as often bringing
just that relief which turns the scale, and makes all the difference
between a struggle with poverty and a supply of at least slight comfort,
and, supplementing the very slender resources of the recipients from
their savings or the gifts of their families, keep many of the Lord's poor
from having to seek the shelter of the workhouse, where it is not
pleasant to contemplate such having to end their days. But in most
cases larger grants would be really acceptable, and provide things
which might almost be classed as necessaries, but which yet are beyond
the reach of these humble and deserving folk."
I am sure it will occur to all who read these details that any addition
that can be made to the pensions will be an admirable step, and that
the resolve to place the maintenance of the Homes-which are excellent propertiee--on a firm basis, and relieve the general income, is
also a purpose of practical wisdom. Those who contribute to the
Million Snilling Centenary Fund, now open, will have the pleasure of
assisting both these good objects.
TEACH ME TO LIVE.
TEACH me to live! 'Tis easier far to die,Gently and silently to pass away,
On earth's long night to close the heavy eye,
And waken in the realms of glorious day.
Teach me that harder lesson, how to live,
To serve Thee in the darkest paths of life ;
Arm me for conflict now, fresh vigour give,
And make me more than conqueror in the strife.
Teach me to live, Thy purpose to fulfil;
Bright for Thy glory let my taper shine;
Each day renew, remould the stubborn will ;
Closer round Thee my heart's affections twine.
Teach me to live! No idler let me be,
But in Thy service hand and heart employ,
Prepared to do Thy bidding cheerfully:
Be this my highest and my holiest joy.
Teach me to live, my daily cross to hear,
Nor murmur though I bend beneath its load;
Only be with me; let me feel Thee near;
Thy smile sheds gladness on the darkened road.
Teach me to live, with kindly words for all,
Wearing no cold, repulsive brow of gloom,
Waiting with cheerful patience till Thy call
Summon my spirit to its Heavenly Home.
ELLEN E. BURMAN•
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A SEEMING RIGHT WAY.

" There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof aTe
the ways of death."-PROVERBS xvi. 25.
THE Holy Ghost has seen fit to repeat this solemn scripture-see
chapter xiv. 12,-for He who knoweth perfectly" the way everlasting"
which the man after God's own heart so ardently desired to be led in,
knows as perfectly every deviation therefrom, every false way. Whatever way, then, this is, it is not Christ, for He is " the way, "as Himself
declares, and the end of His salvation is eternal life; for" this is life
eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom Thou hast sent."
The" way" here spoken of is one entered upon by a man who is
unregenerate, and pursued by him to the end; at which end he expects
the reward of acceptance with God, and life everlasting. But not
being Christ, the alone right way, in His obedience, blood, intercession,
mercy, grace, power and covenant faithfulness to all that are His,he comes short of his expectation, which expires or perishes in the
hour and article of death (Proverbs x. 28), and he finds nothing before
him to all eternity but the wrath of a justly offended and righteous
God. He mistook the way to begin with, because of its appearance.
It seemed to him to be the right way; it appeared so, because he was
left to the darkness of his nature state, and
" No strength of nature can suffice
To serve the Lord aright;
For what she has she misapplies,
For want of clearer light."

The light that was in him was darkness, and that darkness was great.
The apostle Paul, in his letter to the church of God at Corinth,
speaks of the great and wonderful effect of God's sovereign grace of
which they were the subjects-by his shining into their hearts, by
regenerating grace, and in their calling by grace; the effect in the
new creation being similar to that in the old, only in the one it was
natural light, while in the other it is spiritual. In the first creation
God commands the darkness to be dispelled by natural light; in
the second, or new creation, He commands spiritual light into the
soul; for the words, "that was not first which is spiritual but that
which is natural, and afterwards that which is spiritual," will hold
good and apply to the soul in respect to its first and second birth,
as well as to the body of a redeemed sinner as raised from the dead.
It is in and by this light that God's own elect people see Christ to be
the way and the only way to God (faith being a seeing eye in the
renewed soul), and that in opposition to all seeming right ways, which
they reject, depart from, and avoid. Full well they know there is
none other Name but His, and none but He to whom to go, for He
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has the words of eternal life. He is the alone way, in which the wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err.
"But how is precious Christ the way despised,
And high the way of life by doing prized! "

Ah! there is the secret, and here is the key to open the text!
Mr. Hart likewise adds his witness--

And

"Christ's righteousness will not suffice
Unless I add my own! "

It " seems right" then, because it holds out to the sinner the prospect
of doing somewhat-" a legal path proud nature loves so well,"even of doing some great thing (2 Kings v. 13); for as Erskine again
says,
" . . . No human thought can trace
The mystery deep of being saved by grace,"

as Ephesians ii. 8. This" seems" so much more agreeable to the
legal bent of the natural man, who knoweth not the things of the
Spirit of God, than the way of God justifying a sinner freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus-of justifying
the ungodly who believe.
Again, the way of an unregenerate professor" seems right" because
it is so popularly applauded. Although Christ, who is the Truth "'s
well as the Way, hath affirmed that the way of life is a narrow way,
and few there be that find it, and so are found walking in it,-those
who enter upon and hold to the way" that seemeth right," as distinct
from and in opposition to Christ, are quite satisfied with the answer,
" Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on Him ~" If
the great ones of the earth, in their dignity and multitude. espouse
religion and adhere to the way of doing, in opposition to a. " life, walk,
and triumph" in the faith of Jesus, surely their way is right ~ for
they have so much to show, as compared with this feeble flock-the
flock of sla.ughter; therefore they must be right, and we right also
in being in the company and following of such reputable ones. So
Bunyan's By-ends satisfies himself and friends. In a word, it is the way
of a fleshly religion, begun, carried on, and ended in the flesh, and that
by man's" willing and running," that" seemeth right" to all " natural
men"; as contrasted with a religion begun, carried on, and ended
in Christ Jesus, and by the Spirit of God. It includes every phase of
religion that is outside and comes short of-" whom He did predestinate them He also called, and whom He called, them He also justified,
and whom He justified them He also glorified."
The way of sacraments in opposition to sovereign grace is verily
to thousands in England to-day this" way that seemeth right," and
which will, if grace prevent not, issue in death eterna1. Hence it
is that Popery so abounds, for that system or way having been cast
up as the Mystery of Iniquity by Satan to oppose by the Man of Sin,
i.e. the Papacy, the great Mystery of Godliness,-everything is offered
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to men to keep them secure in a " name to live," while in reality dead
in sin - a way that saves them all the trouble of the noble Bereans,
who to make straight paths for their feet went to the fountain of
saving knowledge, and searched the Scriptures whether those things
which Paul preached were so. Ah! the way of Popery seemeth
right, because it is an "old" religion, as they say - the old way
which wicked men, as Cain, have trodden, not Christ (then in the
promise) the new and living way in which by faith and obedience Abel
walked. The way of unbelief under pretence of "the old religion,"
is, as Dr. Owen well observes, "the real foundation of the whole Papacy.
They cannot rest in Christ alone for righteousness and forgiveness
of sins. Hence hath sprung their sacrifice of the mass for the quick
and dead; hence their indulgences from the treasures of the Church;
hence their penances and works satisfactory for sin; hence their
purgatory, religious houses, pilgrimages, intercessions of saints and
angels, confessions and absolutions, with the remainder of their abominations. All these things spring from no other root but this, namely,
that from the power of their unbelief, men think it a foolish thing
to look for pardon and righteousness solely from another, and not
to trust to themselves in anything." This is the" way that seemeth
right" to the Man of Sin, and to all his following. But death and mourning and famine are the end thereof (Rev. xviii. 8), as Jezebel of old,
who persecuted God's servants and murdered His saints (1 Kings
xix. 2 and xxi. 7, 15). So the children of the Man of Sin, having reached
the end of their seeming right way, and having" trusted" their god;
given space for repentance, are to be killed by death (Rev. ii. 23).
We have often been struck with two words used in newspapers,
describing Rome's doings in our midst, viz. "Imposing ceremony" ;
and we ask, who is it that is imposed on by these things ?-by her
pomps, shows,. processions? Why, the man of the text. He is
so imposed on by all this parade of mock holiness and bodily exercise
which profiteth nothing, that he concludes this must be the right way;
his senses are his guide therein, his eyes see and take in the glory of the
mother of harlots, his ears hear her music, and he smells her incense
and perfume; and so he pursues this way till he finds death in the
end of everything that is distinctively hers, for" her house is the way
to hell, going down to the chambers of death."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
HE forced him not; he touched him not; only said, Cast thyself
down, that we may know that whosoever obeyeth the devil casteth
himself down; for the devil may suggest, compel he cannot.-Francis
Quarles.
CAIN was a man of the world. He was full of the enmity of Satan,
and this came out, not at the plough, but at the altar. Solemn thought!
It is man's religion, rather than his irreligion, which shows the condition
of his heart towards God.-R. C. Chapman.
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li)rotefitant i6eacon.
MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE impending marriage between Princess Ena of Battenberg and the
young King of Spain-involving as it does the renunciation and
denunciation, on her part, of the Scriptural Faith of the Protestant
Reformation-is causing deep distress among all classes of King
Edward's Protestant subjects. It would be a national sin indeed
were our Protestant Sovereign, who has solemnly and statutably
declared Popery to be " idolatrous," to give his consent to the unholy
alliance of a grandchild of Queen Victoria's with the Roman Catholic
ruler of the most superstitious and degraded of all the European Papal
states. :M:ay a prayer-hearing God avert the catastrophe !--Already
a Jesuit priest-Mr. Bernard Vaughan-is defending in the Times the
action of the Princess Ena in apostatizing from the national Faith of
England. Should the deplorable step be taken by King Edward's
niece, as indispensable to her obtaining a seat on the Spanish throne,
it would afford a most terrible example of how earthly glory can be
purchased at the expense of conscience and the Truth of God. The
Pope makes the soul bargain, and then bestows on it his Anti-Christian
benediction! No doubt, if a Protestant princess of the English reigning
House can be " won over" to the Papacy, we shall presently hear that
Pope Pius X. has conferred on the royal " convert" that most fatal
of all Vatican distinctions-" The Golden Rose" !--We have
pleasure in noting that Archdeacon Noyes, Vicar of St. John's, Harborne,
has just established a monthly Parish Magazine, at the popular price
of a half-penny. It is a marvel of cheapness, neatness, and, above all,
sound Gospel and Protestant teaching.--A Ritualistic pervert to the
Church of Rome-the late Vicar of All Saints', Plymouth, now a Roman
Catholic Mission Priest in London-has made the following statement:
" In London and the South of England most Catholics who are not
Irish are converts, and they nearly all have been Ritualists first.
Indeed, a well-known writer, Father Tyrrel, a Jesuit, says that it is
bad policy for us to try to convert people to Roman Catholicism because
the Ritualists are able to do it better, and will in time bring over the
whole Established Church. This may be an exaggeration, as I think
it is, but Ritualists are being received into the Church of Rome at the
rate of some thousands each year. I myself have received about 150
in the last three years, and a little time ago a Plymouth priest told me
he had lately received thirty of myoId congregation. But many more
have been received since I left Plymouth than that."

THERE are many who seem to believe that the Scriptures will only
be found to be true, in proportion as they believe them.

-- ------_.. _--~-
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King opened the first Session of the second Parliament of his
reign at Westminster on Monday, February 19th. The recent death
of the King of Denmark cast a shadow of sadness on the proceedings.
Queen Alexandra was absent, and the Court was, of course, in deep
mourning. The Speech from the throne forecasted legislative changes
of moment, including the amendment of the Education Act affecting
England, the Workmen's Compensation Act, the Unemployed Workmen
Act, and-significantly-the system of government in Ireland. The
King said in his speech: "It is my desire that the government of the
country (Ireland), in reliance upon the ordinary law, should be carried
on so far as existing circumstances permit, in a spirit regardful of the
wishes and sentiments of the Irish people, and I trust that this may
conduce to the maintenance of tranquillity and of good feeling between
different classes in the community."

Speaking recently in London, Sir Edward Clarke said the first thing
they would have to deal with in the new Parliament was the question
of Education and the Church, and his party would have to be vigilant
if they wished to secure for the country a continuance of the recognition
of a Divine providence in the world in the education of the children.
Before this session closed there would be the report issued of a Royal
Commision, of which he himself was a member, which would probably
create discussion and difficulty and anxiety. As to the future of the
Church, they were also assured that in the third year of the present
admiwstration-if it lasted so long-the Government would introduce
a Bill for the destruction of the Church in Wales.
These were the
questions on which they would have~to fight.

The Dean Close School, Cheltenham, has just received from Mr.
A. W. Ballance, Blackheath, a most generous gift of £1,500 to be applied
to the fOlmdation of a leaving scholarship to one of the Universities.
Last year the Headmaster of the School (Dr. Flecker) wrote an article
in the Church Standard, urging, amongst other things, the importance
of providing each of the Evangelical public schools with a sum of at
least £300 a year for leaving scholarships. As a result, a: lady has
promised a scholarship of £60 a year, tenable at Gonville and Caius,
Cambridge, and Mr. Ballance has given a sum which will produce £50
a year in perpetuity. Mr. Cruddas started the scholarship fund some
years back with a donation of £500. Mr. Ballance's gift has been
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received with deep gratitude. Coming as it does just at the close of the
first twenty years' work of the School, it is particularly acceptable, and
the Governing Body hope that other friends may be found willing to
bring up the sum to the £300 a year asked for by Dr. Flecker. They
would gladly welcome also donations to the General Fund, as the overdraft at the bank is still considerable. It should be mentioned that
the whole of the scholarship money is not necessarily given to the
most brilliant boys; a considerable proportion will be reserved for
those who seriously intend to prepare for the ministry at home or in
the Mission field.

"--.
......

We regret to observe that a weekly Evangelical newspaper, which
we will not name, is making a persistent, and we consider, unjust
attack on the good work of the Figueras Mission, for many years
carried on under the blessing of God among the benighted Spaniards
by Pastor and Madame Rodriguez. A truly Christian spirit has been
manifested by the Lord's servants under the ungrounded accusations
brought against them, and their friends in England, including Messrs.
Morgan and Scott, have given an effective reply to the specific charges
advanced. It is sad to see the difficulties of Evangelical work in
Popish Spain aggravated by the Evangelical Press in Protestant
England.
The current issue of the Palestine Exploration Fund "Quarterly
Statement" records much interesting reading, including the final
report of the Society's three years' excavation work on the site of the
ancient city of Gezer. A curious paper on the" Local History of the
Fellahin in the Last Century," is contributed by Dr. Masterman and
Mr. Macalister jointly. It gives a unique picture of the state of a
people under the combined influences of blood-feud and bad government. The "Folk-Lore of Palestine" is an instructive article;
another is on the " Bedouin of the Sinaitic Peninsula"; and a brief
Memoir, with portrait, of the Chairman of the Fund, Sir Charles Wilson,
makes evident how great a loss the Society has sustained in the death
of that distinguished officer and savant.

A correspondent writes: "I send you an extract from a local newspaper to show what lies before the future Queen of Spain. The
paragraph is: Our Lady of Atocha.-A curious wedding custom
which prevails at the Spanish court may be recalled just now-viz.,
the offering of the bride's wedding-gown to ' Our Lady of Atocha,' a
special image of the Virgin kept for this particular purpose. As a
consequence, some of the most magnificent toilettes in existence have
thus been disposed of after use-to wit, the bridal gowns of the Queens
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and Infantas of Spain for many years past. The latest bridal robes
so offered were those of the King's second sister, Princess Maria Theresa,
who last month became the wife of Prince Ferdinand of Bavaria.
Princess Ena's wedding gown will, according to custom, have to be
added to the Virgin's possessions.' And yet people tell us the Church
of Rome is not idolatrous! Where is the difference between this
Popish folly and the votive offerings once given by Pagans to Venus,
Jupiter, and others ~ "
Mr. C. H. Spurgeon passed away on January 31st, fourteen years ago.
Each week since his death a new sermon has been published, thus
adding over 700 to the series, which now numbers nearly 3,000. This
is the 52nd year of the weekly publication of these sermons. It was
the usual practice of Mr. Spurgeon to preach three times weeklytwice on Sunday and on Thursday evening-the Sunday morning
sermon being published the following Thursday. These sermons were
all taken down in shorthand. The publishers are now using the
remaining manuscripts-namely, those preached on Sunday and
Thursday evenings-and are thus able to continue the weekly issue
of the sermon, togteher with the exposition of Scripture, for some years
to come. Any of our readers who will send their address to Passmore
and Alabaster, 4, Paternoster Buildings, London, E.C., will receive,
post free, one of these remarkable sermons.

The official totals issued on behalf of the World's Alliance of the
Y.M.C.A. at the commencement of 1906 show 7,773 affiliated Societies,
as compared with 7,326 a year ago, and a gross membership of 721,477
as against 693,736. General Secretaries employed number 2,402 as
against 2,228, and 932 "own buildings" are reported as compared
with 852.
The total value of buildings owned by the affiliated
Associations is returned at £7,359,520, as compared with property in
the preceding year amounting in value to £6,828,156. In addition to
the foregoing returns, 2,534 unaffiliated Associations are reported,
with a gross membership of 67,977.

The Ecclesiastical Commisioners, as the owners of the land, have
given notice to Mr. Cummings, lessee of the North Wales Golf Club,
that they cannot renew the lease of the course except on condition that
a clause prohibiting Sunday golf is inserted. The club numbers about
300 members, the greater proportion of whom reside in Birmingham,
Liverpool, and Manchester. It is stated that members came down
for week-ends, and that the town concerned made £20,000 annually
through Sunday golf. If that were prohibited, the golfers would
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not visit the place. As against this, the various Churches, headed by
the Vicar and Nonconformist ministers, are petitioning the Ecclesiastical
Commisioners not to grant permission for Sunday golfing, on the
ground that it would be detrimental to the moral and material interests
of the town.
The annual public meeting of the Women's Foreign Mission of the
United Free Church of Scotland was held last month in the Christian
Institute, Glasgow. Mrs. J. Fairley Daly presided over a large attendance. The Annual Report, submitted by Miss Harvie, made gratifying
reference to the work being accomplished in India. The Glasgow
Committee, it continued, have been encouraged by the success of their
e:fforts to promote the interests of the Mission in the di:fferent districts
of the city. Two new congregational committees have been formed,
and the collectors now number over 1,000. The contributions for 1905
amounted to £2,357 lls'- 6d., a small increase. The Half-Million Penny
Fund, which was spread over two years, realised £2,021 7s. 6d. The
Report was approved on the motion of Mrs. Bilsland, seconded by Mrs.
White. The 'Girls' Auxiliary report, submitted by Mrs. Lindsay,
President of the Glasgow branch, was also approved. It stated that
representatives were now sent from 142 congregations. To the fund
for the support of the" Girls' Own Missionary," 1,673 sixpences, or
£41 16s. 6d., were sent in. Addresses were afterwards delivered by
Mrs. D. Mitchell, Edinburgh; Mrs. Macnaughton, Manchuria; and
Rev. Donald Fraser, Livingstonia.

Do you own God's sovereign commands, without disputing?
Abraham did thus inthe business of Isaac, although he could not see
ho:w the promise of God and the killing of his son could stand together;
and so will Abraham's children do. They know that the Lord is a
great King, hath absolute dominion, giveth account of none of His
matters; what He is pleased to command, their duty is to obey, without
asking a reason why; or, how will these things consist? Such demands
become not the lips of those who live upon grace.-Elisha Goles.
b thou be a man of low degree, poor, weak, foolish, of no account
among men, evelf as one that is not; and hath the Lord regarded
thee in thy low state and magnified thee, by setting His love upon
thee? Hath he taken thee from the dunghill to set thee among
princes, even -the princes of the world to come? This is that exaltation
the poor always rejoice in.• Were you the head instead of beiug the
tail; were the necks of your enemies under your feet, yea, ~ere the
devils themselves made subject to you, it could not a:fford you the
thousandth part of •.t hat cause of rejoicing as that "your names are
written in heaven."-Elisha Goles.
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