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THE

COMMAND OF FAITH.

" Thus saith the LoTd, the Holy One 01 Israel, his Maker, Ask Me
01 things to come concerning My sons, and concerning the work 01
My hands command ye Me,"-IsAIAH xlv. 11.

DIVINE condescension! Is' there any other passage in GOD'S
inspired Word which more explicitly sets forth His marvellous,
condescending favour towards the members of His spiritual family ~
It would be difficult to discover one. Oh, that our souls were more
deeply affected by this transc,endent grace, this unfolding of the
profound thoughts of our heavenly FATHER'S heart! Alas, we
but very imperfectly realise the nearness of access He grants to His
sons and daughters, or the delight He takes in all that concerns
them. May the SPIRIT of REVELATION anoint the eyes of our
understanding at this time, and give us increasingly clear insight
into the mysteries of our FATHER'S tender love and mercy,
First, let us devoutly seek to lay hold on the substance of the
astounding truth set forth in the passage of inspired Scripture
under notice, For it is indeed a substantial truth, one which is
capable of being spiritually tasted, handled, and felt. It is verily
the living GOD Who enunciates it, for the emboldening of His
children at the throne of His grace. "Thus saith the LORD"
prefaces the revelation of Divine condescension, lest it should be
9
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thought by some poor, meek-spirited disciple of CHRIST that it lies
altogether outside the province of faith to " command" the arm of
Omnipotence. "Thus saith the LORD." Therefore, it must be
eyen so. Such is the mind of Him Who knows no variableness,
neither shadow of turning; and no created power throughout the
universe can change or modify it. He precisely means what He
says. And what does He, the LORD, the HOLY ONE of Israel, his
MAKER, say ~
.
" Ask Me of things to come concerning My sons, and concerning
the work of My hands command ye Me."
"Ask Me"! The petitions of faith are all warranted by the
promises of GOD'S mouth. Nothing can more effectually secure
the needy suppliant at the Mercy-seat than the Divine pledges to
which he can point the finger of faith, as they stand recorded in the
written Word. By the" I wills" of JEHOVAH'S promises He has
been pleased to place Himself under the necessity of bringing to
pass the spiritual desires which He implants in the renewed hearts
of His people. As one has truthfully and sweetly sung ;" Amidst the wealth of Bible stores
And gems the eye of faith explores,
None with such joy and comfort fill
As JEsu's Covenant shall and will.
" Delightful words, 'The KING'S decrees,'
Which rule aH heaven, and earth, and seas;
All things in time, till time shall end,
Upon His shalls and wills depend.
" Why are not feeble saints destroyed 1
Why are not promises made void 1
Why has not sin my ruin proved 1
His shalls and wills remain unmoved.
" The weak become both strong and bold,
While on these words faith keeps her hold;
Mountains must melt, and waves be still,
Obeying JESU'S shall and will."

It was the profound conviction of the binding efficacy of J EHOVAH'S promise which enabled the patriarchJAcoB to hold fast to the
uncreated ANGEL Who wrestled all night with him, and to adopt
that bold, but reverent, language-" I will not let Thee go, except
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Thou bless me." JACOB remembered, and relied upon the promise
,made to him by J EHOVAH twenty years before, which said: "And
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not
leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of "
(Gen. xxviii. 15). " I will not leave thee" was the Divine promise;
yet for the trial of J ACOB'S faith the ANGEL says, "Let Me go " !
That quickened the patriarch's confidence to "command" the
blessing which had been pledged to him in the vision at Bethel.
" Ask Me " is still the LORD'S gracious invitation to His children.
He bids them come "with boldness" to the throne of His grace,
and there" reason" with Him (Isa. i. 18), on the sure ground of
His Covenant word. How compassionately and paternally He
encourages His redeemed ones when they confess to Him with true
brokenness of heart their manifold transgressions! He promises
that "for His Own sake" He "will not remember" their sins ;
and
"-'in remembrance
, then bids them" Put Me in remembrance
,
of the Word He has spoken-" let us plead together: declare thou
that thou mayest be justified" (Isa. xliii. 25, 26). " His 'Own
sake" explains it all! Is He not the GOD of the truth ~ For His
Own sake, His holy Word must be kept, and honoured.
" Things to come concerning My sons." These" things to come"
are the unfulfilled promises, the same things as those of which the
inspired Apostle PAUL writes to the Corinthians when he says
"While we look ... at the tliings not seen" (2 Cor. iv. 18).' To
faith, the historically unfulfilled promise is as good as accomplished,
for "faith is the evidence of things not seen" by reason's eye 'or
by the natural man. The believing people of GOD are explicitly
ass1;ITed-" All things are yours" (l Cor. iii. 21-23). That which
they have not in hand t)ley have in the promises, for "all the
promises of GOD in CHRIST are Yea, and in Him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us " (2 Cor. i. 20). "Ask Me things to come concerning My sons," says the LORD. He speaks as an all-loving, '
compassionate, and faithful father, as one who delights in doing for
his sons and daughters according to his good word. Not in name
only is J EHOVAH " Abba," but in deed and in truth. It will take
eternity itself to unfold the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height of the fulness of the " Abba" character of "the GOD and
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FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST"! Concerning His "sons"
He takes infiirite pleasure in being "asked." Nothing of all
the glorious things He has purposed to do for them will He
refuse to perform, according to their faith in His blood-sealed
.
.
proIlllses.
" And concerning the work of My hands command ye Me." The
" work" of His hands is His regenerated, new-created people in
CHRIST, "for we are His workmanship" (Eph. ii. 10). "It is He
that hath made us, and not we ourselves" (Ps. c. 3). DAYID also
testifies in the 13\lth Psalm-" I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvellous are Thy works; and that
my soul knoweth right well." The mystical body of CHRIsT-the
Church-is the masterpiece of GOD'S wisdom and power. His
thoughts have been occupied with this "handiwork" of His from
the days of eternity. "The work of My hands"! Day by day
is He causing" the bones" of this spiritual body to come together,
" bone to his bone." The Divine HEAD of this body contemplates
with ineffable satisfaction the process of manifesting the countless
members of His body! " My substance was not hid from Thee,"
He exclaims, "when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in
the lower parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see My substance, yet
being unperfect.. and in Thy book were all My members written,
which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of
them"! This is that" work" of His Almighty hands" concerning" which He bids the happy subjects of it to "command"
Him! It is emphatically the work of GOD the HOLY GHOST in
the hearts of CHRIST'S redeemed, and the FATHER'S chosen peopleJ ewllih and Gentile sinners alike. The prosperity of His saints is
the delight of the TRIDNE JEHOVAH. He, therefore, calls them into
fellowship with Himself regarding their spiritual welfare. AIe
any of them-including the readers of these lines-passing through
deep waters of affiiction, or engaged in fierce conflict with indwelling
sin, or burdened with an ever-increasing sense of personal unworthiness, or distressed by reason of constant failure in obedience,
or mourning because of a cold and unbelieving heart and lack of
zeal in the service of Christ~· These all, and others, are snitable
conditions in which to give heed to the gracious call of the allfaithful Performer of the Covenant promises-" Concerning the
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work of My hands, command ye Me"! Oh, that the much-exercised
people of GOD realised more habitually the wondrous privileges
which He, in His free and sovereign grace, has lavished upon
their souls for His Own sake! Rarely should we hear the doleful
cry" My leanness, my leanness" among the sons and daughters of
the LORD ALMIGHTY, were the ear more diligent to hearken to the
voice of the FATHER of mercies, when He condescends to plead with
them, saying, "Ask Me of things to come concerning Mtsons, and
concerning the work of My hands command ye Me"! 0 brethren,
how inexpressibly great are our privileges as the children of GOD!
THE EDITOR.

RESURGAM.
" Because I live, ye shall live also."-JoHN xiv. 19.

WHEN a careless world was sleeping
In the deepest hush of night;
When a chosen few were weeping
For the loss of hope and light;
Nature trembled
As an angel came with might:
Came with dazzling joy and gladness
On his face so lately veiled,
For he saw the end of sadness,
Knew that death and hell had failed
In their triumph,
Knew that Jesus Christ prevailed.
Back the massive grave-stone thundered,
Prone the Roman guard with fear,
Whilst the angel worshipped, wondered,
As the Son of God drew near,
God-accepted,
God-approved, and held most dear.
That the agonizing Jesus,
Now the ever-living LORD,
Dying, did from guilt release us,
Living, hath to life restoredLife eternalEver be His Name adored.
REBE MILLS.
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CHRIST IN THE PSALMS.
" All things must be fulfilled' which were written in . . . the Psalms
concerning Me."-LuKE xxiv. 44.

is the "David" of the Psalms. The reader of the five
books of the inspired Psalter who hears in them only the voice of
the son of J esse, . the sweet singer of Israel, possesses not that
" circumcised ear" which is peculiar to the sheep of Christ's flock;
for has He not explicitly declared-" My sheep hear My voice " ~
They "know" His voice. David was an inspired prophet, and
spake as he was "moved by the Holy Ghost." Every word he
penned, therefore, is profitable, whether for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, or for instruction in righteousness. Each Psalm
either points to Christ immediately
in His person, His character,
,
His offices, His experience as Son of Man, or His work of Covenant
salvation, or else may be so applied as to lead the believer's thoughts
unto Him. When we remember that the Spirit instructed the
Apostle Paul to assert that He Who "took on Him" the seed of
Abraham, and was in nature identified with His brethren, was in
all points tempted like as they, and that He Himself tells us that
all things had their fulfilment which were written in the Psalms
concerning Him, we naturally expect to find much in these prophetical Scriptures to reveal the hidden workings of the human
mind, and heart, and soul of the Incarnate God. The learned and
pious Bishop Horsley makes the following valuable remarks on
Messiah's place in the Psalter. He says: "Of those Psalms which
relate to the history of the natural Israel, there are few in which the
fortunes of the mystical Israel are not shadowed forth; and of
those which allude to the life of David, there are none in which
the Son of David is not the principal object. David's complaints
are Messiah's complaints; David's afflictions are Messiah's afflictions; David's penitential supplications are Messiah's under the
burden of the imputed guilt of man; David's songs of triumph
and thanksgiving are Messiah's, for His victory over sin, and
CHRIST
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death, and hell. In a word, there is not a page of the Book of
Psalms in which the pious reader will not find his Saviour, if he reads
with a view of finding Him." There are, indeed, very many utterances to be found in the Psalms which neither David nor any other
mere man could employ of himself personally. This fact has a
direct bearing on those passages which denounce judgment and
destruction on the enemies of J ehovah and of His Christ. I feel
led to dwell in the present" Note" on this one aspect of our subject. Ouly He Whom the Father has ordained" to be the Judge of
quick and dead" could with propriety judicially pass the terrible
sentences which are predictively proclaimed in the Psalms against
the wicked. It is through overlooking the fact that, not the Psalmists, but Messiah Himself is speaking by inspired penmen that some
Christian people refrain from reading those sacred portions of God's
Word. The sixty-ninth Psalm illustrates this fact. That Spiritbreathed composition is headed-" A Psalm of David." But
again and again we find the Lord Jesus, in the Gospels, appropriating
the language of the Psalm unto Himself; for instance, "They
that hate Me without a cause" (verse 4, with John xv. 5); and
"The zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up " (verse 9, with John ii.
17); while no one, surely, ought to question the reference of verse
21 to Christ-" They gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My
thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink." Was that true of David in
his personal experience? Now, let it be well noted that that verse
stands inseparably connected with the following verses-" Let
their table become a snare before them: and that which should
have been for their welfare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes
be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually
to shake. Pour out Thine indignation upon them, ami let Thy
wrathful anger take hold of them. Let their habitation be desolate ;
and let none dwell in their tent,s. For they persecute Him Whom
Thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom Thou
hast wounded. Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not
come into Thy righteousness. Let them be blotted out of the book
of the living, and not be written with the righteous." These
utterances-judicial and prophetic-are distinctly Messianic, not
Davidic, and they have been largely fulfilled in the overthrow of
Jerusalem and in the national sufferings of the Jews for their
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persecution, rejection, and murder of "the Christ" spoken of in
that and other imprecatory Psalms. The Apostle Paul applies this
Psalm to the Jews of his day (Rom. xi. 9-11). The Father has
vindicated His beloved persecuted One, for He has raised Him not
only from the grave, but unto His own right hand in the heaven of
heavens. And who of His people does not rejoice in His blood-won
victory over His bitter foes ~ The resurrection of Christ, and the
overthrow of His enemies, was a subject on which David delightedly
dwelt, as we learn from the sermon preached by Peter on the Day
of Pentecost, a sermon in which that Apostle directly charged the
Jews with putting the Christ to death.
" Yemen of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which
God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: Him,
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom
God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was
not possible that He should be holden of it. For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before My face, for He is on
My right hand, that I should not be moved: Therefore did My heart
rejoice, and My tongue was glad; moreover also My flesh shall rest in
hope: Because Thou wilt not l~ave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou
suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to
Me the ways of life; Thou hast made Me full of joy with Thy countenance. Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us
unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to
the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in
hell, neither His flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised
up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand
of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For
David is not ascended into the heavens : but he saith himself, The
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, until I make Thy
foes Thy footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ."
The custom of reading the prophetically judicial Psalms is happily
retained in the public services of the Church of England, notwithstanding that Rationalists and self-styled "Higher Critics"
continue to declaim the practice. It would indeed be a grave
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dishonour done to the Scripture of truth were anyone of these
instructive and Christ-exalting compositions to be silenced in our
gatherings for the worship of Him Who wrote them "for our
learning." JUdgment as well as mercy belongs to Jehovah, and
this fact needs to be confessed by the Church of God. The
denunciation of sin, and the avowal of the certainty of Divine
judgment thereon are a charitable duty believers owe to an
unbelieving world. The prophets of the Old Testament were
accounted faithful in proportion as they foretold and endorsed the
wrath of the Most High against iniqnity. Solemn indeed is the
revealed truth that when the judgment-prophecy recorded in
Revelation xix. 1-3 concerning the mystical Babylon, the impenitent
persecutor of God's saints, shall have its fulfilment, "much people
in heaven" will be heard consenting to the "true and righteous
judgments" of the Lord God, for "avenging the blood of His
servants" at the hand of Babylon, "and again they said, Alleluia.
And her smoke rose up for ever and ever." Surely the mind of
their heavenly Father in the manifestation of His holy hatred of
sin-and especially of the sin of persecuting the Man of Sorrows
and His beloved saints-demands the assent of all His sons and
daughters.
To every Messianic prediction of this final judgment to be found
in the Book of Psalms', therefore, the intelligent worshipper breathes
his " Amen," while he adoringly ascribes to the freest of free grace
his personal escape from" the wrath to come." Himself by nature
numbered with "the children of wrath, even as others," he is
humbled into the dust by the thought" For God hath not appointed
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who
died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together
with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). Let us, then, beloved brethren,
seek more diligently to realise "something of the debt we owe"
to the infinite love which, for Christ's alone sake, left us not in our
sins, as " vessels of wrath fitted to destruction," but plucked us as
brands out of the fire, washed us " clean every whit" in atoning
blood, and clothed us with the justifying robe of everlasting
righteousness !
Clilton.

J. O.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" All manner

0/

precious stOnes."-REV. xxi. 19.

is a striking allusion-and it is not without its profitable consideration to the thoughtful reader-to the figure twelve in the Book of
the Revelation. In the chapter before us reference is made to " twelve
gates," "twelve angels,"
twelve tribes," "twelve foundations,"
"twelve apostles," "twelve precious stones," "twelve pearls." It is
a complete number; each and all have had their place and part allotted
them, and suggest to our minds how each is but to set forth the glory
of Him Who is "all the glory in Immanuel's land." As the Apostle
Paul says to his Ephesian brethren, "Now, therefore, are ye no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the
household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner-stone; in
Whom all the building fitly framed together groweth into an holy temple
in the Lord; in Whom also ye are builded together for an habitation
of God through the Spirit." "Perfect and complete and wanting
nothing." It is all from above; that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
is seen in the Apocalyptic vision" descending out of heaven from God,
having the glory of God." The" wall, great and high" is not known
by the carnal mind. It reacheth unto heaven, and it comes from above.
There is only one foundation; yet as seen in its aspect of twelve, as
preached by "the twelve apostles of the Lamb"; and the golden
measuring reed, wherewith one of the seven angels measured the city,
made it equal. "The city lieth four-square, and the length is as large
as the breadth; and he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand
furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal."
Perfect and complete, "without fault," discrepancy, or the minutest
detail wanting to flaw or mar it, this city is presented in the Divine vision
as that glorious and perfected thing of beauty wherewith to entrance
the eye of the favoured and beloved John.
" And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with
all manner of precious stones." All were laid upon the precious chief
corner-stone; and because of it He is precious; and His are precious
-an honour-a glory. Turn for a moment to Isaiah liv. 11 and 12,
where we read the words of Divine promise and comfort to the Gentile
Church-how she shall be built up in safety, beauty, and amplitude. "0
thou affiicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will
lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.
And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles,
and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children shall be
taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children." A
HERE
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people is addressed here under promise of Gospel blessings and
Messianic peace. And we have the like truth set "forth in the words of
our text, where the foundations of the city are described as "garnished
with all manner of precious stones." Each foundation had a stone
peculiar to it. Look at their various colours and characteristics, and
yet we arrive at "a stone most precious," which describes the holy
city whose light is seen" having the glory of God."
If we were to attempt to describe the ~fferent stones in the breastplate of Aaron we should arrive at only one conclusion, and be unable
to single out one above another. Each was beautiful and perfect in
its kind, as chosen, polished, and fitted in by the great Master Hand,
and went to complete that peculiar part of the dress of the highpriest, each in its place and not one missing. Now it was thus with
the twelve apostles, the witnesses· of the Lamb.
Though they differ as they do in comparison one with another, these
heralds of the Gospel of Jesus Christ were precious in God's sight as
redeemed by the precious blood of His dear Son. The Divinely inspired
doctrines they were sent forth to preach were as these stones, bright
and pure; they were as God's messengers, full of zeal, and even as
these stones sparkled with: a light not their own. Their faces were
set as flint in their courage and constsncy to undergo all opposition,
even unto death. The apostle Paul endured much of this for the
Gospel's sake, as he says, "Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evildoer,
even unto bonds; but the Word of God is not bound. Therefore I
endure all things for the elects' sakes, that they may also obtain the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory."
But, after all, we may say, Where are the men, when their message is
considered 1 Christ was the sum and substsnce of it, and the messenger
is lost sight of in his message. "Yet not I, but Christ" is the servant's
desire. Still he has this comfort, that in proportion as Jesus is exalted
and glorified, his Heavenly Father looks on with an approving smile.
John the Baptist was content to be only the voice so long as the Lamb
of God was beheld. Yes, Christ is seen in and through everyone of
His sent messengers, and He is seen in everyone of His chosen sheep,
redeemed by the precious blood and covered with the robe of His
righteousness. Hence every stone in that spiritual temple is seen
through Christ, and there will come a time when there shall be "no
.stone seen," but Christ· all and in all: the Centre of worship-the
Temple, the Altar, the Light, the Mercy-seat, the Priest, the Everlasting
Sun and all the Glory thereof.
Most of us who were privileged to attend the Clifton Conference
last October will remember the joy of singing together that hymn,
which I quote in whole, as it is too good to separate the verses.
" How sweet to gather thus in one,
As Christ would have us do,
How sweet to feel we're not our own,
But w!,'re each other's too.
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," The living stones from nature's pit
For God's eternal shrine,
Chiselled, and formed, and made to fit
By grace and skill divine.
" Jesus, the living Corner-stone,
Sustains the fabric rare;
For such a work were vainly done
If Jesus were not there,
. " And if each stone be filled complete
By the Eternal Three,
When all the ,stones in glory meet
What will th.e Temple be!
"Unrivalled will the Temple stand,
Unrivalled every stone,
And glory circle Him Who planned
And wrought that work alone."

Meanwhile, He is. looking upon them, and describes them as "all
manner of precious stones." Precious-of intrinsic worth in His sight!
Honourable-" Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast been
honourable, and I have loved thee. Therefore will I give men for
thee, and people for thy life." All manner-divers colours-varied in
beauty-but each wholly and incomparably precious. Oh, beloved!
what comfort there is in your hearts and mine that we are not
stereotyped in God's family; that there is distinct individuality; that
two of us are not alike, and therefore there is no measuring nor
comparing of ourselves by 'one another's standard. You may be
moaning in secret your unlikeness to Jesus, and I condemning my own
heart in the same sorrowful confession. You are confessing how short
of the standard you are to a beloved sister or brother in the faith,
and I am likewise sorrowing that I am so far behind the" less than
the least of all saints." But that is not as we see one another. The
grace ofttimes that we seem most to lack in our own eyes is the very
grace that Jesus makes to be fruitful and evident in us to the eyes of
others. And whilst man seeth not as God seeth-the oue on the outward appearance, while God looking upon the heart sees alone the
work of Jesus there, and is satisfied. Oh! beloved reader, may it be
our more constant aim, by the help of the Divine Spirit, to walk
holily and blamelessly among a crooked and perverse generation,
not so much that man may see and Christians admire, but that God
may look upon Jesus in us and admire His own handiwork. And
oh! the marvel of His patience and grace! To think of what He bears
with in us! Of Israel of old it is written for our instruction how forty
years God "suffered their manners in the wilderness," and it is thus
now with the spiritual seed of Jacob. And only such a God as Jacob's
could bear with such a perverse and crooked people. But it is for
His great Name's sake !
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Yes, we are like those stones-precious, because bought with such a
price-those stones which are set in the foundations of the wall of the
Heavenly City: "All manner of precious stones." No two persons are
alike in our Heavenly Father's family. Different tempers, different
characteristics, failures, temptations, and sins. Yet as we cry, "Who
is sufficient for these things 1 " the heart is uplifted in the truth made
blessedly experimental to our fainting spirits-" Our sufficiency is of
God," Who is able in superabounding grace to cover all our failures,
and out of our marred and broken vessels to bring forth that which
adorns the palace of the King of kings. "We have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us."
Now, dear reader, if, in the contemplation of this sacred subject we
have been in any measure blessed and encouraged, may we seek to go
forward enriched and enlarged in heart, to press onward with renewed
desires to live more holily and increasingly to glorify Him; to shine,
and reflect His image, which will be seen in us throughout the eternal
ages. There the Church is seen in her Living Head, "having the glory
of God." There" her light is like unto a stone most precious." There
she needs no temple, "for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
the tem'ple of it." There" the city hath no need of the sun, neither of
the moon, for the glory of the Lord did lighten it, and the Lamb is the
light thereof." There, there is no night, no defilement, no evil, no sin!
Only those are there who have been washed in and redeemed by the
precious, precious blood of the Lamb. And these are they who garnish
and adorn those heavenly mansions as "with all manner of precious
stones." Oh! matchless, incomparable grace, that shall" to wondering
worlds display, that Thou with us art one! " Are we not lost in love
and praise! Truly the name whereby He shall be called is Wonderful!
and His redeemed ones will never weary of singing it, tracing it in
His Covenant dealings with them, exulting over it in Providence; and
adoring it in grace, whilst amid the glorified, ransomed throng around
the throne up yonder, we anticipate that day, when we with them
8hall join that eternal song of praise unto Him Who hath dealt so
wondrously with us all the way and all our life long, and crowned us
at last with a share of His glory-with Him, like Him, and seeing Him
as He is.
We cannot close this somewhat lengthened article without inserting
a precious hymn which has come to hand while we write, and which
seems applicable to the subject and dear to the hearts of many who
knew and loved in the Lord for his works' sake the late venerated
George Miiller, of Ashley Down. The hymn was given out by Mr.
MiilIer at a prayer-meeting in the Orphan Houses the evening before
he died.
"The countless multitude on high,
Who tune their songs to Jesus' Name,
All merit of their own deny,
And Jesus' worth alone proclaim.
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" Firm on the ground of sov'reign grace,
They stand before J ehovah's throne;
The, only song in that blest place
Is, 'Thou art worthy, Thou alone.'
" With spotless robes of purest white,
And branches of triumphal palm,
They shout with transports of delight
Heav'n's ceaseless, universal psalm.
" Salvation's
To Him
And to the
, Thou!

glory, all be paid
Who sits upon the Throne,
Lamb, Whose blood was shed,
Thou art worthy! Thou alone.'

" For Thou wast slain, and in' Thy blood
These robes were washed so spotless pure;
Thou mad'st us kings and priests to God;
For ever let Thy praise endure.
" Let us with joy adopt the strain
We hope to sing for ever there:
, Worthy's the Lamb for sinners slain,
Worthy alone the crown to wear.'
" Without one thought that's good to plead,
Oh! what could shield us from despair !
But this, though we are vile indeed,
The Lord our Righteousness is there."
Are you and I among these "all manner of precious stones," dear
reader, and looking for that time when "He shall bring forth the
head-stone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it" 1

R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
" As a piece

at pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks."-SONG

SOLOMON,

OF"

vi. 7.

I AWOKE one morning with these words, just before Christmas, and
they were applied to a minister of the Gospel. I have never had any
light upol) them hitherto. A train of thought let us now consider-the
members of the body. Are not the temples the abode of thought, as
we have always been taught to consider them 1 Therefore God's
appointed servants, who minister the Word of Grace in the sanctuary,
are especially the seat of thought for the Church, which is Christ's
body. They are compared to a piece of a pomegranate, not a whole
one; for the cut part reveals a red juice, full of seeds to propagate
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the fruit. So the ministers of Christ are full of though~ of the
precious blood which eleanses from all sin. They only sow the seed
of eternal life in other hearts by dwelling much upon the blood, without
shedding of which there is no remission of sins. There is no other fruit
which we know that yields so much ruby juice-which is in harmony
with the blood shed for our redemption-as the pomegranate.
Their temples must be filled with thoughts of things new and old if
their testimony is to be of any use in saving souls who are dead in
trespasses and sins; they must value the blood of Christ for their
own souls, and never preach without insisting upon the necessity of the
atonement, and the sacrifice of Himself. What is the popular religion
of to-day? Whatever the New Theology asserts there is no way
of getting to the kingdom of heaven but the old way of the Cross
of Christ, and they who trust to any other than the crucified
Redeemer will find themselves lamentably deceived when it is too
late.
He who is the Truth itself has declared, "I am the Way "-" No
man cometh unto the Father but by Me." Therefore the old way is
by the Cross of the Lamb, :which thought runs through the whole
Scripture.
You must give up the Bible to accept the new creed; you must
give up the hope of salvation to accept the new belief. We know we
must die in the faith of Abel, and not run in the way of Cain.
The believer has temples, the seat of thought, as well as the holy
ministry.
" With thoughts of God and things divine
Fill up this foolish heart of mine,"
Dr. Watts wrote in his hymns for children, and the Lord's little
children may well use the words as a prayer. "How precious also are
Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God! how great is the sum of them! "
(Psalm cxxxix. 17). The responsive thoughts are here commended ;
the thoughts of forgiving love are very dear to the Redeemer. He
calls the Church His Hephzibah, "My delight is in her." Then· is
the fruit full of luscious jnice like the fruit of a pomegranate, when
she extols Him~ He takes up the words and sends her forth as perfection in His eyes. When she is still in her own sight black-" I am
black but comely, black as the tents of Kedar, and comely as the
curtains of Solomon "-she is adorned with all the fruits of the Spirit.
It is hard to believe it concerning ourselves, when we see failure in
everything we do, or think, and say; but delight in our sublimest
moments gives us strong consolation and joy unspeakable and full of
glory. How can we think enough of His love, mercy, and peace, Who
so loved us, and gave Himself for us, and has made us, as He says,
"all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee." How perfect is His
washing when there is no spot in us! But the thoughts of the believer
need to be covered. "Thy temples are within thy locks." The
thoughts need to be hidden by the hair; the hair of a woman is given

----------,
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for a covering. What does the hair denote 1 It is a growth on the
head. "That ye may gTIYw np into Him in all things which is the
head, even Christ" (Eph. iv. 15). "Grow in grar.e and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
We are taught that the hair betokens growth in grace, a growing
acquaintance with the head out of which it springs. "All my fresh
springs are in Thee." It cannot be that the human hair is commended
in the spouse of Christ. It cannot be that the Bridegroom of souls is
pleased with nature's beauty. What are locks 1 They are always
associated in Scripture with the Nazarite, because he let the hair of
his head grow long enough to cut into locks. Samson's hair made
seven locks. How strong must have been Ezekiel's separation to God,
when his hair grew so long and strong that he could be lifted by it
between earth and heaven (Ezekiel viii. 3). The Spirit took hold of his
consecration to God and lifted him up in the visions of God-how we
envy him; but we are not separated to God as he was. In Scripture
the Bride of Christ is always represented as a woman, though we know
there is neither male nor female, for all are one in Christ Jesus; but in
the spiritual mystery of the union between Christ and His Church, He
always is the Head, the Husband of His spouse the Church (1 Cor. xi.
14, 15). The Nazarite, being a man, would confess himself not ashamed
of Christ; he must bear shame in letting his hair grow to curl into
locks. How much time must have elapsed when he was separated to
God, how much communion he must have had in the meantime; he
must have had a growing acquaintance with Him in His nature and
character and perfection, a growing acquaintance with Him in His
offices; even the infirmities of his fleshly nature would endear the
more Christ of God to him really. How much teaching is within thy
locks! It is a never-ending subject, the need of covering the thoughts
of the heart. Thy strict thoughts of love for My person, known only
to Me, the Searcher of hearts, are delighting to Me. "Then they that
feared the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance
was written before the Lord." "They shall be Mine in that day when
I make up My jewels." "My peculiar treasure."
Leicester.
MARY.

THE world's a floor, whose swelling heaps retain
The mingled wages of the ploughman's toil;
The world's a heap, whose yet unwinnow'd grain
Is lodg'd with chaff and buried in her soil;
All things are mixt, the useful with the vain ;
The good with bad, the noble with the vile ;
The world's an ark, wherein things pure and gross
Present their lossful gain, and gainful loss,
Where ev'ry dram of gold contains a pound of dross.
Francis Quarles.
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ILLUSTRATED ARTICLE.
,

THE EARTHQUAKE IN JAMAICA.
PROVIDENTIAL ESCAPE OF MR. EBENEZER CARR.
WITH deepest thankfulness to our Heavenly Father we record the
merciful escape from imminent death, through the Jamaican earthquake, of our beloved fIiend.:-af more than thirty years' fellowshipMr. EBENEzER CARR. Our readers who, for upwards of twenty years,
have been familiar with articles in our pages from the pen of his brother
on the "Loveliness of Christ," should know that the writer of the
following record of God's marvellous deliverance has long been a cordial
supporter of the GOSPEL- MAGAZINE. Mr. CARR left England in
December last for Jamaica, proposing to return home at the end ?f
January. During his stay in the island the' terrible earthquake
occurred. His headquarters, providentially, were at the Constant
Spring Hotel, situated a few miles distant from Kingston, the centra
scene of destruction. Our frontispiece, from a photograph taken by Mr.
CUR, shows a large fissure in the tower of the hotel, gaping from the top
downwards. Our dear friend has placed several other photographs in
our hands, exhibiting numerous phases of the devastation and desolation
wrought in Kingston by the mighty hand of God.
These awful manifestations of the Divine pOwer in various parts of
the earth-which appear to be increasing in frequency-are well
calculated to rebuke the present-day pride of man, and to bring to
nothing his vaunted progress in wisdom and knowledge. And yet, for
the most part, man's heart continues hard as the nether millstone, for as
soon as these Divine visitations are over, he sets himself to circUmvent
the hand of God in the future. "Terrible things in righteousness"
are among the judicial doings of the Most High. A trembling, heaving,
groaning earth responds obediently to its Almighty Maker's fiat, but
unless grace accompany the display of omnipotence, the lessons it illus·
trates yield no instruction to the human soul. On the other hand, when
" the God of Glory thundereth," and Jehovah " ariseth to shake terribly
the earth," the hearts of His own dear children-like that of the prophet
Elijah when" the Lord passed by" in His majesty-realise that the
Rock of Ages is their safety, and they devoutly listen for the "still
small voice" of the Spirit Who delights to minister peace and confidence
to such as trust in their Covenant God in the dark and terrible day of
His wrath. Dear Mr. CUR has assured us that at the height of the
awful visitation of God's power in Jamaica his heart was "kept"
10
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graciously, and his mind preserved restful, the prospect of death having
lost its terrors for him. This personal testimony may well cheer and
encourage those of the Lord's people who know what bondage to the
fear of death means. We truly bless the faithful Author of the promises
in Christ that He thus upheld and strengthened His beloved servant
in the hour of distress, and we feel sure that our readers will share with
w'in giving glory to our God and Father.
Mr. CAlm's deeply interesting narrative is as follows :DEAR MR. ORMISTON,
Having recently returned from a visit to the beautiful island of
Jamaica, where I was staying at the time of the earthquake, I desire
to record the Lord's goodness and mercy to me in giving me supporting
and comforting grace during a time of great trial, preserving me from
all danger, and bringing me home in peace, safety, and good health;
to Him be ascribed all honour and glory for ever and ever! "Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul: aud all that is within me, bless His holy uame.
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits" (Psalm
ciii. 1, 2).
It is an unspeakable blessing to be favoured with the Lord's presence
in the hour of danger and destruction, and, bless His Holy Name, I can,
with a grateful heart and a sweet sense of His love, testify of I:Iis
invincible and supporting grace at a time when, to all human appearances, sudden and solemn death seemed to be imminent; to feel His
almighty power and love under such circumstances with a blessed
conviction that all was well----{)ome life or death-is indeed a precious
confirmation of the Holy Spirit's gracious operation within the heart.
I send you a brief account of my experience of the serious calamity
which took place 14th January last, hoping that it may be of interest
to the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, with a sincere wish that God's
audible voice in this solenm display of the forces of His creation may
be sanctified to His hidden children in Jamaica. During the solemn
stillness of the night succeeding the earthquake, which was spent in
. the open air, I was favoured by the Holy Spirit's power and blessing
to feel with Paul in Acts xx. 24, that the Lord Jesus Christ was very
precious to me, and this Scripture was made joy and consolation to
niy soul: "Neither connt I my life dear unto myself, so that I might
finish my course with joy."
I was staying at Constant Spring Hotel, six miles from Kingston,
when the first shock occurred, which was much more severe than any
of the tremors afterwards. 1 was out of doors, and therefore had every
opportunity of noticing the effects in the open air.
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January 14th was a continuation of the brilliant, hot weather which
I had experienced since my arrival at Jamaica on December 14th last;
at 12 o'clock noon the thermometer registered over 80° in the shade.
For -half an hour previous to the earthquake I was sitting under. the
shade of a cluster of bamboos in front of the hotel, about 200ft. from
the central entrance, and immediately behind an oramental pond.
There was at the time a gentle breeze, succeeded by a peculiar stillness;
this lasted for a few minutes only. Quite suddenly a strong breeze
arose, i=ediately followed at about 3.25 p.m. by a rumbling noise as
of underground thunder, which to me appeared to be approaching
from the north-west and travelling in a south-easterly direction.
I at once sprang to my feet. By this time the motion of the earth
was so great that I had some difficulty in preserving my equilibrium.
I distinctly heard the fearful sound coming nearer, passing from under
my feet and dying away in the direction of Kingston. I also noticed
that there was a singular rushing noise, which seemed to come from
the ground, accompanying the rumbling" sound. I stood facing the
hotel, and saw the entire building violently rocking from west to east,
and at the same time two wide rents of considerable length appeared in
the west tower, which is built of stone, and which, to my great surprise,
did not fall. Indeed, when the earthquake was at its greatest force
I thought that the whole building would collapse. A statuette upon a
pedestal in the centre of the ornamental pond was broken off from the
base and dashed into the water below.
A feeling of fear came over me that the earth would open and swallow
up the hotcl with all its occupants, and all within the full force of this
awful calamity.
So far as I can judge, the earthquake shock lasted from 10 to 15
seconds.
A scene of terror and distress followed. All the visitors and servants
fled from the hotel, the native black women servants exhibiting the
greatest fear, raising their arms and shrieking in wild excitement.
Fortunately a panic was prevented by the order and presence of mind
of the remainder of the servants and of the guests staying at the hotel.
I noticed shortly after that there were also several cracks in the centre
block and east tower, both built of stone, but they did not appear to
be of a serious nature for the time being. The other parts of the hotelviz., the wings-are bnilt of wood'upon stone bases, and these suffered
comparatively little. !
There is a remarkable description in 1 Kings xix. 11 and 12, of the
Lord's mighty power which He displayed to Elijah in Horeb, and which
almost exactly accords with the recent earthquake in Jamaica and my
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experience thereof: "And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a grellt and
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before
the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: and after the
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire
a still small voice."
Constant Spring Hotel is about 600ft. above sea level. I noticed
that just before the earthquake a small aneroid barometer which I had
in my pocket registered 29'65, and that a short time after it had fallen
to 29'5. At the time of the earthquake there were about 100 guests
at the hotel; many were in the grounds, a few inside; happily not a
single person was hurt. Sir Alfred J ones and other delegates to the
Agricultural Conference being held in Jamaica were attending a meeting
in Kingston. For some time fear and anxiety were depicted upon the
faces of all, earth tremors being felt at frequent intervals, in consequence
of which everyone thought it would be safer to remain out in the open.
Before 4 o'clock p.m. dense volumes of smoke were seen to be rising
over Kingston, and it was apparent that the dreadful afterwards of an
earthquake-viz., fire-was taking place, and that devastating fires
were raging in the doomed city. As darkness came on, about 5.45, the
sky was illuminated by burning Kingston; meanwhile, to add to the
solemnity of the scene, earth shocks were being frequently felt, and
everybody decided to camp out for the night on the lawns in front of
the hotel. The night was beautifully fine, not cold, and, apart, from
the dread of a recurrence of a serious shock and the sad sight of Kingston
being in flames, the conditions were favourable for sleeping on the
ground in the open air. Between the time of the first shock of earthquake and midnight, about twelve tremors of the earth were felt, most
of them being comparatively slight.
January 15th, 4 a.m. An earth tremor took place stronger than
those which occurred since the severe shock.
As the day advanced messengers were frequently arriving with news
of the fearful state of Kingston, and it became evident that the whole
of the business portion was destroyed by earthquake and fire, including
the office of the Cable Telegraph Company, and the cable itself broken
away, so that messages to England for the present could not be sent.
A special messenger from Sir Alfred Jones arrived during the morning,
informing intending passengers for the R.M.S. Port Kingston that the
ship would be in readiness to receive them this day; arrangements
were accordingly made for procuring buggies and sending off the ladies
first. This was soon carried into effect, and towards evening the
gentlemen were despatched. Meanwhile, we were informed by a
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messenger from Kingston that the cable had been picked up, and that
messages to England would be sent off next day; we were subsequently able to complete arrangements for cabling home. From the
time of the earthquake to the time of leaving the hotel everything
that could be done under the circumstances for the necessities and
comfort of the guests was considerately carried out.
At 7 o'clock p.m. I left Constant Spring Hotel in a one-horse buggy
with two gentlemen, for the Port Kingston .. the sky was lighted up by
the fires, still raging. In driving to Kingston we witnessed many
scenes of desolation and misery. Men, women, and children, flocking
from the stricken city into the country, some by the roadside, wailing
from injuries received, whilst others were praying and singing hymns.
Water-main pipes were broken, and dkbr·is from houses that had been
shaken down was scattered about in all directions. Kingston, commercially, was now a mass of ruins rendered indescribably awful by the
lurid glare of the buruing ruins in the darkness of night and the sad
sights of the dead, the dying, and the suffering.
In consequence of the fires still burning we were compelled to pursue
our way cautiously by a circuitous route to the harbour, arriving on
board the steamship Port Kingston about 8 p.m. with thankful hearts
for reaching the ship in safety, having passed through a veritable valley
of the shadow of death.
Immediately after the earthquake Sir Alfred J ones, the head of
Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co., very generously and kindly placed
their fine steamship, the Port Kingston (the only British ship then in
the harbour), her stores, and medical aids for the relief of the wounded
and dying; and splendid services were rendered by the captain, the
ship's doctor, Mr. Evans, and the crew, also by a medical gentleman
and a professional nurse, both passengers. From the time of the
dreadful catastrophe until the afternoon of the next day this ship was
converted into a hospital ship, and by the evening nearly all the injured
had been removed to a temporary hospital-viz., a shed upon the
landing stage, close to the ship. The death of several of those fatally
injured occurred Monday night on board the ship.
Kingston, both by uight and day, was a scene of entire destruction
and desolation, and up to the time of our departure, 4 o'clock p.m.,
Friday, January 18th, the fires were still smouldering, dead bodies
were being recovered from the ruins, and terrible accounts were being
received of the awful number of lives lost, the number of bodies found
being officially stated at nearly 1,800, besides many bodies undoubtedly
having been burnt to ashes and many more remaining buried beneath
the huge masses of debris.
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Although it is a sad fact that the capital of Jamaica, as regards its
commercial area, is entirely demolished, it is gratifying to know that
the prolific natural resources of the island and the prospects of success
of agriculture are not damaged; consequently the distress arising
from the earthquake amongst the natives will not be of a wide-spreading
character, being localized chiefly to Kingston. The greate.st sufferers
will be those, especially the white men and women, engaged in trade,
either in business on their own account or in the position of clerks, shop
assistants, etc.
On arriving at Bridgetown, Barbados, January 21st, it was a relief
to find that that thickly populated island had not been visited by an
earthquake shock. I reached Avonmouth, Bristol, Friday, February
1st, thankful to the God of all my mercies, and for a happy reunion with
those near and dear to me.
I am, Dear Mr. Ormiston, yours in the bonds of the Gospel of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
EBENEZER CARR.

P.S.-I enclose copies of a few photographs which I took after
the earthquake.
2, MONTRELL ROAD, STREATHAM HILL,
LONDON, S.W.,

Feb. 12th, 1907.

MEMORIES OF THE LATE DR. BAEDEKER.

(Concluded from page 735.)
the memorable night which witoessed Dr. Baedeker's turning to
God there burned in his heart a desire for the conversion of others,
which must characterize every genuine convert, and is certainly a
first essential to a true evangelist. His own wife was, perhaps, the
first he was instrumental in leading to Christ, and this probably more
by what he was than by what he said. The pleasures of the world,
into which they had gone together, heart and soul, had now lost their
charm for him, while the surpassing joy of something better filled him
with a gladness which found expression on his countenance; he had
proved the truth of McCheyne's words regarding the earth" with its
misnamed pleasures": "Her smile is a lie, there's a sting in her
mirth!" In the sunshine of God's smile he had found a holy mirth
which was lasting and stingless, a peace passing understanding, and a
joy unspeakable and full of glory. And, seeing all this, his life-partner,
who had hitherto held aloof from the meetings to which, under God,
he ·owed so much, was led to say to herself: "Perhaps I am refusing
something which I ought to take." She accompanied him to a weekly
afternoon meeting for Christians and new converts, where all who had
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received. Christ since the previous meeting were asked to declare themselves by standing up: Among many others who on this. occasion· rose
to their feet was Dr. Baedeker. His wife, finding herself thus left alone,
realised her position more keenly than ever, and could not rest until
her husband's Saviour was her Saviour too-since which time, right
to the close of his devoted Christian life, it was her joy to be his companion in service for their common Lord, whenever this was p088ible,
or, otherwise, willingly to give him up when he went forth as a herald
of the Gospel to distant parts.
Among the many anxious from all classes of society in the nightly
meetings, which went on, as previously stated, for some eight months,
our friend found congenial work in pointing souls to Christ, telling of
the precious blood which made atonement and c1eanseth from all sin.
The glad tidings being received by so many in Weston, had to be
carried to the neighbouring villages, and as his first call to preach the
Gospel publicly he was sent over theWorle Hill to the village of Kewstoke, and there, with much fear and trembling (as he confessed on
returning home) he told out the good news of salvation, life, and peace
to be found at " a place called Calvary"-or in Him Who there was
put to death for us, and liveth now at God's right hand. It might be
mentioned that, from that time till now, a Gospel testimony has been
maintained at Kewstoke, the wonderful words of life .being told over
and over again by various preachers week by week. The interesting
coincidence has been elsewhere pointed out that, as this was the first
place where, in 1866, our dear departed brother as a young convert
proclaimed the Gospel, so it was the last place where, on Sunday
evening, 30th September, 1906, in the Iron Room (many years since
erected there) his voice was to be heard on earth sounding out the
Gospel which, with. the passage of years, had become increasingly dear
to his own heart. From first to last the Gospel he preached, as a
Divine revelation, remained unchanged; what this earnest labour8J:
desired and constantly sought was greater power for its, proclamation.
Like Moses taken out of Egypt and sent to the back of the desert,
there to undergo his forty years of needed training for the work that
lay before him, so our brother had a training time of some ten years,
with Weston-super-Mare as his base, for the thirty years of evangelistic
work, mainly in other lands, to which, in the providence of God, he
was to be called. Continuing his professional work of tuition, he was
diligent in his private study of the Scriptures and in prayer, and was
at the same time helped in the truth by godly and distinguished teachers
of the Word, with which Weston was long favoured, while the Gospel
work he carried 'on in town and country tended to develop gift, arid
proved a true preparation for the important service of succeeding
years.
In 1876 he felt constrained to leave England for a season, while he
returned to his native land, there to make known to kindred and
fellow-countrymen that Gospel, the saving power of which' he had
personally proved. He had been for some time busily engaged in
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difierent parts of Germany, including Berlin, doing the work of an
evangelist, when Lord Radstock got him introduced to work in Russia
(where his Lordship had found a "wide door and effectual" among
the. upper classes of Russian society, many members of which had
believed through grace), his thought being that the Doctor would be
much 'used in the Gospel among the thousands of Germans who had
migrated to the Russian Empire. The call to " come over and help"
in Russia was responded to, and Gospel work among Germans led on,
ere long, to the extension of his labours to fields far beyond the range
of what was originally contemplated. He found a vast Empire, with
tens of thousands who had never heard the voice of an evangelist, yet
hungering for that which comes only through the Gospel, and this it
was his great delight to unfold and commend. After an extended
period of fruitful service for the Lord he returned home, only to seek
for guidance as to a more protracted visit to Continental lands. Prayer
was made and speedily answered; a Christian gentleman with his
family took possession of the house of our friends for a period of three
years, thus setting. Dr. and Mrs. Baedeker free to go forth together,
in 1877, and make God's Gospel known where before it had been seldom
or never heard. The Coming Day alone can reveal the full results of
those three years of active service for Christ in Russia and other parts
of the Continent. Both sowing and reaping were done against the
great in'gathering of the harvest·home. We find these diligent workers,
at the end of 1880, in Hamburg, apparently en route to their English
home after those eventful years of absence. In Recollections of
Reginald Radclifje, by his wife, we meet with the following, which
supplies..an interesting link at this stage: "The Christmas of 1880
was spent by Mr. Radcliffe in Hamburg, often consulting . . . about
opening a Rest, like those in Liverpool and London, for foreigners and
seamen. Mr. Radcliffe's much·esteemed and much-loved friend, Dr.
Baedeker, was there with Mrs. Baedeker, so he had an able and willing
interpreter by his side. The Baptist Pastor at Altona opened his
chapel, and there was great blessing." Once more Mrs. Radcliffe tells
of those "true yoke-fellows" being at work together in lR81, in
Germany's capital: "Dr. Baedeker again met us at Berlin, and there
were great difficulties in getting a neutral place for preaching the
Gospel. There was much waiting upon God, and united prayer was
offered every forenoon. Quite unexpectedly, 'the iron gate opened
of its own accord.' Fraulein Tony von Bliicher bethought herself
that, as a citizen of Berlin, she had a right to ask for the City Hall.
She did so, and no doubt her well-known name gave great weight to
the request. They were 'Israelites indeed' who had the power of
granting the Hall, and they gave it freely. We could scarcely believe
our eyes the first night we went. There were door-keepers in livery
to attend; beautiful plants on the grand staircase; a large hall. Best
of all, it was filled with Germans to hear the Gospel in German from
Dr. Baedeker, as well as by interpretation from Mr. Radcliffe."
Thus, year by year, from these beginnings, this truly apostolic
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Missionary was found travelling up and down the Continent with one
object before him-to fulfil the ministry which he " received from the
Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God." Russia, with
its many different nationalities, was his principal sphere of labour
during those thirty fruitful years, while Germany, Austria, Hungary
(where, as he would say, he found multitudes of "hungry souls,"
hungering for the Bread of Life), Moravia, Turkey, Armenia, arid other
lands came in for a share of his ministry in spiritual and temporal
things-for he was indeed a friend to the needy in their distress, ground
down by the iron hand of persecution, as many Christians were, who
could not conform to the requirements of a corrupt Greek or Roman
Catholic State Church. Dr. Baedeker for the last sixteen or seventeen
years had, through the influence of a Christian Countess, whose husband
stood high in the Russian Court, access to every prison of the Empire,
permits being granted for the purpose, each entitling him to the unique
privilege for a period of two years, when it was renewed. Our devoted
brother fully appreciated the importance of such a rare opportunity,
and made the most of it, until few, if any, prisons or penal settlements
were left unvisited. Freely supplied by the British and Foreign Bible
Society with the Scriptures of Truth in the various languages of the
Empire, these were scattered liberally, every prisoner met with receiving
the Bible complete, or a New Testament in his own tongue, while the
story of God's love to a perishing world, which included them, was told
from a loving heart with the living voice. "What shall the harvest
be!" Not long ago the Doctor, whose heart was ever going out to
the needy and perishing in "the regions beyond," spoke thus in an
address in Weston: "If I had many lives I could not wish to spend
one of them otherwise than I have spent this one, in carrying the good
tidings of great joy to these thousands upon thousands of hapless,
hopeless men, who sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death all
their days. You comfortable English people in your homes of love
and luxury, secure in the enjoyment of your civil liberties, and favoured
above all nations with Gospel light and privilege, must not imagine ,
you are the only men and women whom God loves. These gangs of
Russian criminals have surely a place in the Heavenly Father's heart
and a share in the provisions of His infinite grace in Christ Jesus."
While the" permit" furnished the Doctor with an undisputed right
to go inside the prisons with the Gospel, he experienced much trouble
at the hands of the police from time to time, when work of a public
kind outside the prisons was attempted, as instanced by the following
incident, which I heard him relate-which also goes to illustrate how
the zealous officers of the law were outwitted and Satan defeated
through thousands of high and low hearing " the joyful sound": On
one occasion, at Riga, in the Baltic provinces, he had engaged a hall
and issued his bills for public services. In due course he was visited
by the officers of the law. "You must not hold services here," they
explained. "Do you not know that religious services other than those
of the Greek Church are strictly forbidden!" The Doctor was perplexed.
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He reflected a moment or two. "Might I deliver a lecture instead '1 "
he inquired. "We do not see any objection to that,'" the official
replied. "Lectures are not prohibited by the laws." "Then I will
lecture!" said the Doctor. "Quite right!" said the police. The
old bills were covered by new, announcing that on a certain evening
Dr. F. W. Baedeker, of England, would lecture on "Sin and
Salvation"! The night proved to be extremely unfavourable.
Sleet and snow, and the inky darkness, suggested that but few
would brave the discomfort of the weather to attend. To his amazement, when he arrived in the vicinity of the hall the street was blocked
with vehicles of all descriptions. The people had come in crowds
from far and wide. The aristocrats of the district were there in force,
as well as humbler folk. Barons and Counts, with their ladies and
families and attendants, jostled with tradesfolk and toilers,. all eager
to hear the wonderful words of life, to us so familiar, to them ·so
strange and so divine. Meetings were held night after night in that
district. The lecture on "Sin and Salvation" was repeated again
and again. In one public hall, two thousand, and in another, three
thousand persons, thronged to hear the Word. A friend of the
preacher translated the addresses into Lettish as he proceeded, and
many others beside the police said" Quite right! "
One can but faintly imagine how the visits to Russia and many other
lands of such a man with such a message, for freemen and bondmen,
must be missed and now vainly longed for! Many months of every
year for thirty years-I believe without exception-were devoted to
labour for the Lord on behalf of perishing sinners and persecuted saints
on the continents of Europe and Asia. All classes there have lost a
friend indeed. Mr. Moody's motto, " Work on earth-rest in heaven,"
was emphatically that of Dr. Baedeker, who was found happily" toiling
on, toiling on" to the last, very literally" dying in harness." Four
journeys to the Continent on "the business of the King" were his
record for 1906 when, in August, he entered on the 84th year of his
life down here. His last Lord's-day was very full. He took an active
share in the exercises of our morning gathering, giving out at the
opening his favourite hymn, commencing with the stanza ;" 0 Lord, we adore Thee, for Thou
Thou Jivest for ever, enthroned in
o Lord, we adore Thee, for Thou
Our title to glory we read in Thy

art the slaIn One,
heaven 1
hast redeemed us j
blood. I I

In the afternoon he visited two dying sisters, far apart (not without
the customary fruit of his vinery, where grapes were grown for invalids) ;
in the evening, as already stated, after a fatiguing tramp over the
Worle Hill, he was preaching peace (for that was his theme) in Kewstoke, and walked back home. On the Tuesday following he addressed
the Clifton Conference, which he attended again on Wednesday; took
part in the Weston Friday Morning Prayer Meeting, and after an illness
of some four days, short, but sharp, with the precious blood of Christ
as his only title, he entered into glory, to be " at home with ,the Lord."
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We would glorify God in His " good and faithful servant," and for
all that He wrought in him and through him. He himself would have
said, " By the grace of God I am what I am "; and if reference might
have been made to his having laboured abundantly, he would say,
" Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me " (1 Cor. xv. IQ).
To God, therefore, be the glory!
May the great Lord of the harvest Himself prepare and send forth
many more such labourers into the harvest field!
Weston-super-Mare.

DOUGLAS RUSSELL.

MEDITATION ON THE SONG OF SONGS.
" While the King sittelh at His table, my spikenard sendeth forth the
smell thereof. "-i. 12.

THE King, the Christ of God, declared to be the King of Glory.
" The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory. Selah " (Ps. xxiv. IQ).
" :rhou art the King of Glory, 0 Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son
of the Father." "The Blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings
and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. vi. 15). The King of saints, His loyal
subjects, "Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints" (Rev.
xv. 3). "The King of Righteousness, the King of Peace" (Heb. vii. 2).
The inspired Apostle in rapturous strains breaks forth, "Now unto the
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and
glory for ever and ever, Amen" (1 Tim. i. 17).
" The King sitteth at His table," at the ordinances of His house,
especially the preached Word, when He Himself, through His Spirittaught ministers, breaks the bread of life and gives to His needy
people. "He was known unto them in breaking of bread" (Luke
Xxiv. 35). "I am," said the dear Redeemer, " the living bread which
came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread he shall live for
ever" (John vi. 51). Sometimes He graciously spreads a table for
His people in the wilderness, when they walk in darkness and solitude,
their surroundings gloomy and foreboding. "I give waters in the
wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to My people, My
chosen" (Is. xliii. 20). The living water in the soul is the well of water
springing up into everlasting life. The living bread strengthens the
heart, and the living water invigorates and fructifies the soul, causing
the spikenard to send forth a fragrant smell, in holy longings, spiritual
desires, fervent prayers, and heavenly praises, produced in the soul
by God the Holy Ghost, perfumed with the rich and all-prevailing
merits of our great High Priest, ascending to God the Father, an offering
and a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour (Eph. v. 2).
London.
H. PARKER.
JOY, in a changeable subject, must necessarily change as the subject
changeth.-Francis Quarles.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. VII.
By FRANClS ROllERTS, lLA., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Oon/,inued jrMfl page 722.)

IN the next part of his great work our gracious author considers the
character and provisions of the eternal Covenant of Grace.
God, the Father (he says) promisetb (in this eternal Covenant) to
His Son, Jesus Christ, tbe Last Adam, in order to the recovery of
His spiritual seed, to invest Rim witb mediatorial office to that end;
to support and defend Him in the execution of that office; to accept
Him in that office; to exalt Him most gloriously after all the
humiliation suffered in the fulfilling of that office; to crown Him with
full success in redeeming all His seed and flock.
He is therefore invested with an everlasting priesthood (Ps. cx. 4),
The Hebrew, our author points out, has a singular emphasis, almost
of proclamation--" Thou, a Priest for ever!" This, then, is the
Father's sure and irrevocable promise to Christ touching that excellent
and eternal priesthood after the order of Melchisedek, whereby Christ
offered Himself without spot to God for the purging away of the sins
of His elect once for all, so obtaining remission of those sins for ever.
And, as oblation and intercession are the chief functions of priesthood,
He ever liveth, Who prayed for His own on earth (St. John xvii.) to
make continual intercession for them in heaven. This priestly office
of Christ is sure, because confirmed by oath, as well as in promise
(Het. vii. 20, 21).
In Is. xlii. 6, 7, Christ is invested with the Prophetic office. As a
Priest He purchased redemption. As a Prophet He reveals that
redemption, instrumentally by His Word, proclaiming this mystery of
grace to His people; efficaciously by the opening and enlightening of
their minds and hearts in the quickening of the Holy Ghost (Is, I. 4).
In the 2nd Psalm Christ is anointed King by the Father's firm
decree, and in this and the High-priestly Psalm a most glorious
enthronement after His resurrection is promised to Him; a continued
reign until all His enemies are subdued unto Him; a strong sceptre
also, the powerful Word in the hand of the Sovereign and Almighty
Spirit, wherewith He shall exercise His royal dominion, and the gracious
effect of this kingly rule in the subduing of His own to a willing
obedience (Ps. cx. 3).
How rarely we hear now, in the preaching of the Word, of this
threefold anointing, as Prophet, Priest, and King, of our glorious Lord,
as Dr. Hawker used to call Him. Perhaps one of the sweetest treatises
upon our Lord's priesthood is that written by William Bridge, whose
portrait was in last month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and whose works in
five volumes are among the most treasured possessions of the present
writer. Bridge was eminently a comforter, under the grace of the
Divine Comforter, of afflicted souls. Would God His works were far
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better known.
It is too little remembered by those who insist that
our Lord is a rejected King (as, indeed, to the world He is) and who,
under this pretext, deny His present royalties, that they cannot name
Him Christ (Messiah, the Anointed One) without confessing His threefold anointing. And how infinitely more precious is His kingly glory
to His faithful subjects just because His name is still the Kiug " despised
and rejected of men" !
In this mediatorial office Christ" is so acceptable to God that the
Father's soul delights in Him, and in His seed also, for His sake"
(Is. xlix. 7, 8), the great chapter of the Eternal Covenant (xlii. 1 ;
St. Luke ii. 31, 32).
In the prophecies of Isaiah, especially in "the Book of Consolation,"
xl.-Ixvi., many prophecies are contained of the help, support, and
'defence promised to the Mediator of the Everlasting Covenant in His
undertaking to bring His flock and people to eternal life. These our
author has quoted at length (Is. xlii. 4, 6, 7; xlL-.:. 1, 2, 3). In this
last prophecy he says, " Christ, the Mediator, is represented lamenting
the Jews' contumacy, refusing to be gathered. Against this discouragement He is supported by the testimony of His own faithfulness
to His trust by God's acceptance of Him, notwithstanding that He
should 'be glorious in the eyes of the Lord,' and from the call of the
Gentiles."
Our author shows how God the Father promised to Christ, as the
Mediator of the Eternal Covenant, a glorious exaltation in three
eminent degrees. Resurrection, ascension, and everlasting session at
His right hand, all which were for the salvation of the elect. For,
Christ. died for their sins, so He rose again for their justification;
ascended that He might pour forth His Spirit upon them, and so sits
at God's right hand that He may intercede for them.
Jesus Christ, in this Eternal Covenant, re-promiseth to the Father
cheerfully to accept and execute His High-priestly office in offering
Himself up once for all a sacrifice for His people's sins, and His prophetic
office in preaching God's faithfulness, lovingkindness, and truth to
His Church (Ps. xl. 7-10). Reading that Scripture on a Sabbath day
at Nazareth (Is. lxi. 1-3), when He had closed the book, He began to
say unto them, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears."
Again, in the same Prophet (Is. 1. 5-9) He declares His confidence in
the Father's acceptance even in His sharpest sufferings, and elsewhere
He is brought in (Ps. xvi. 8-11), as it were, victoriously triumphing
against death itself (even the death of the cross). through His hope of
resurrection and glory. The matters covenanted upon between God
the Father and Christ contain what the Father will do in Christ for
His seed, and what He will be in Christ unto His seed for Christ's
sake: "I will be to them a God."
Our author then enquires for whom these Covenant provisions were
eternally made, and answers: "The election of grace, for they alone
were eternally and before the foundation of the world chosen in Christ
and predestined unto these benefits (Eph. i.). They, and they alone,
are the persons for whom in the fulness of time Christ intentionally

as

•

158

The Gospel Magazine.

laid down His life and shed His blood, that He might purchase and
procure these mercies for them, even for God's elect (Rom. viii. 33, 34),
the children of God (John xi. 51, 52), which God had given Him (Heb.
ii.13-15), His Church (Eph. v. 25; Acts xx. 28), His people (Matt. i. 21),
His sheep (John x. 11, 15). They, and they alone, are those to whom
and upon whom these benefits and mercies are in due time actually and
effectually applied and bestowed in Jesus Christ through the operation
. of the Spirit. To these the' Father everlastingly covenanteth that He
iD. Christ will be to them a God, which is clear in the tenor of the
Covenant as renewed to Abraham, Israel, David, and in the New
Covenant (Gen. xvii. 7, 8; Dent. vii. 6-9 ; Ex. xxix. 45; Ps. lxxxix.
26, 33, 34; ciii. 17, 18; Jer. xxiv. 7; xxx. 22; xxxii. 38, 40; Ez.
xi. 20; Heb. viii. 10, where Jer. xxxi. 33, 34 is quoted)."
Then follow those beautiful words: "What could God say more?
For of all federal clauses and promises in God's Book this is the highest,
fullest, surest, sweetest, best. The blessing herein promised is the
Most High God, from Whose goodness every good thing flows. It was
much that God said to Abraham, 'Fear not; I am thy shield and thine
exceeding great reward '-a shield,' a reward, an exceeding great
reward, all this to Abraham (the father of all the faithful). What
security, what sufficiency is here! But it is most of all that the Lord
saith, ' I will be to them a God.' God is higher than heaven or earth,
than grace (in its gift) or glory, than things present or to come, than
angels or seraphim, and therefore, when God promiseth Himself, He
promiseth the Highest Good promisable! The whole Covenant is a
rich ring of gold, or a chain of pearl, but this promise is as the highest
diamond in the ring and the most precious jewel in the chain. It is
the very crown of all the promises.
"No promise in Scripture is so complete and comprehensive as this
promise. When God is promised, what is not promised? All that is
in God is promised; His wisdom to direct, His ,power to protect, His
gTace for acceptation, His mercy for commiseration. All that is in
God is promised: His creatures on earth to serve us, His angels in
heaven to guard us, His ordinances of grace in this world, His recompenses in the world to come, His comforts to support us, His graces to
adorn us, His glory to crown us: all these are promised when God is
promised, and God is all in all. Therefore this promise is the centre
where all promises meet: the ocean into which all promises flow. This
promise is wont to be the seal rmto all God's other promises, and no
wonder; for, if God will perform this greatest of all blessings, He will
never deny or withhold any lesser, inferior blessing. If He will give
Himself, the Formtain of all good, surely He can cormt no good thing
too dear for us." And then our author, in his impassioned contemplation
of this Covenant engagement, says of the giving of God's heart, and,
with His heart, the Son of His love to death and wormds and shame
for us, if we are indeed His, "He, that spared not His own dearest
Self for us (Rom. viii. 32, and compare Heb. i. 3), how shall He not
with Himself (in the Person of His co-eternal Son) freely give us all
things? "
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Our author concludes, "This is the sweetest of all God's promises, I will be to them a God '-for this gives us' right to, and property in,
the sweetest God. God is Light without obscurity. How sweet is
such Light unto the mind! He is Life without mortality. How sweet
is such Life to the soul! He is Rest and Peace without perplexity.
How sweet is such Peace to the conscience!' He is Love without
mutability. How sweet is such Love unto the heart! Yea, God is
all sweetnesses. Oh, therefore, how incomparably sweet it is to have
property in this God, to have this God for our God. This promise
cstablishes the sweetest relation between God and the soul: that He
should be ours and we His! No relation on earth can be in any degree
compared to this relation." This, we may add·, infinitely more than
flllfils every relation (Ps. ciii. 13; 2 Oor. vi. 17, 18; Prov. xviii. 24 ;
Is. lxvi. 13). "All earthly relations (continues our author) are but
shadows, even bitterness in comparison of this sweetness. * This
yields the fullest, sweetest satisfaction. No creature can satisfy or
fill the soul. But God fills the soul, satisfies the heart abundantly."
And he evidently alludes to the well-known saying of Augustine, of Hippo,
with which he begins his" Confessions," " Thou, 0 Lord, hast made
my heart for Thyself, and the heart can find no rest until it rests in
Thee." "Beyond God (he cries) the heart can desire nothing, and
therefore to have God must needs be sweetest of all. Finally, this
promise is a sovereign antidote against all bitterness, bringing God to
be thine. For then the bitterness of anger is past, for God is thine
to love thee. The bitterness of sin (and condemnation) is past, for
God is thine to justify thee, and freely in Christ to pardon thee. The
bitterness.of death is past, for God is thine to redeem thee from death
(1 Cor. xv. 55-57; Has. xiii. 14; Ps. xlix. 15). Oh how infinitely
sweet is that God., Who thus sweetens all things, and how sweet that
Covenant promise, that makes this God ours."
Another paper, taken from this excellent and devout writer, will
suffice to bring us, in the one that follows that, by God's good mercy,
to the Covenant with Noah.
• .
May we add the following lines from two poems of Henry Vaughan,
a singer after the heart and manner of George Herbert 1
"THE LAW AND 'l'HE GOSPEL.
" Now (that) since we to Sion c~me,
And through ~rby blood, Thy glory see,
With filial confidence we touch e'i,'en 11116e:
And where the other Mount, all clad ill flame
And threatening clouds, would not so much
As 'bide the touch,
We climb up this, and have too all the way
Thy Hand our stay:
Nay, Thou takest ours, and~which full comfort bringsThy Dove too bears us on His sacred wiugs.
"r.rhe world is full of biterness, Thou alone, 0 Goel, art all felicity."
lrhere are mallY exquisite thoughts in Augustine on Ps. Ixxxvi. Chap. iv.
pages 677-690.
"<
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" I s&w Eternity the other night
Like a great ring of pure .and endless light,
All calm as it was bright:
And round, benea.th it, Time in hours,. days, years,
Driven by the spheres,
Like a vast shadow moved."

The sacred poet then mourns over the worldly and carnal multitudes,
living as if this vain life were all, and eternity nothing;iI

Yet some, who a.ll this while did weep and sing,
And sing and weep, soared up into the Ring;
But most would use no wing.
o fools, said I, thus to prefer dark night
Before true Light 1
But, 8S I did their madness so discuss,
One whispered thus:
I This Ring the Bridegroom did for none provide
But for His bride. I "

(To be continued.)

(!!{Jttes:;p{Jnbrote.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor

0/ the "Gospel Magazine."

DEAR SIR,-I am very grateful to the many friends who have sent
me the twelve numbers for last year of the various Magazines of truth.
A worker in a large seaport says, "The Lord knows how to provide for
His people in the Army and Navy, and there is no doubt He is using
your Gospel Book Mission to feed them with living bread and to call
out His hidden ones." How often has the Divine decree gone out;
" Ahnighty grace, arrest that man"! When the men are on foreign
setvice there is a grand opportunity to place literature of truth before
them. I am afraid many lovers of the Gospel do not realise the
immense efforts of Rome amongst our brave soldiers and sailors, whom
they are intriguing to enslave. Great efforts are made to stop the
circulation of truth in the Army and Navy. I hope that other friends
may be raised up to take the place of those who have been called home,
so that none of the many-sided operations of the Mission may have to
be given up. We are busy circulating many thousand magazines
and pamphlets, and shall greatly value the help of other friends.
Yours sincerely,
54, Shakespeare Avenue,
Bath, Feb. 1907.

R. E. BRIDER.
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BOAZ AND RUTH.
"And Boaz said unto her, At meal-time COme thou hither, and eat of
the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside
the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and she did eat,and
was sufficed, and left."-RuTH ii. 14.

servants of Boaz had their meal times, their times of refreshment
and rest, in which they retired from their several departments in labour
to the place appointed, and fed upon their master's provision. At
meal·time their honourable lord disdained not to join them, and fed
upon the same food which was provided for his reapers-a beautiful
instance of ancient simplicity, the very reverse of modern ambition,
voluptuousness, and dissipation. Labouring men have need of rest
and refreshment, and unto the labourer they yield an agreeable sweetness. Even the bed of down is hard and uneasy to the children of
sloth and indolence; and to the voluptuary the most tasteful viands
yield no pleasing relish: but to the labouring man who comes at meal·
time, prepared for eating by labour·procured hunger, every' bitter
thing is sweet: and the coarsest bed is soft and agreeable. The voluptuary spends his time to procure the brutal pleasures of eating and
drinking, but his pursuits are baffled by idleness and plenty; whilst
the rustic swain, upon his humble allowance, feeds with the' keenest
gust of which sense is capable. 'When the man of pleasure can by no.
means procure the due visitations of sleep, even upon his bed of down,
the country ploughman enjoys all· its charms upon humble chaff; or
the coarsest feathers. He· comes with a healthy hunger to his plain
repast, and, wearied by the labours of the day, to his smiling consort
and homely pillow,. and is gratified .by all the pleasures of vigorous
sensation. The Church, the believing Church, as the family of :our
divine Husbandman, the servants of our holy and adorable Master,
have their meal-time. . . . The divine Master has appointed one 'day
in seven as His own day, and which is a season of feeding. The Lord's·
day is so nominated, not because it is a day of receiving ought at the
hands of the people, but because it is a day on which He calls them.
together to display unto them the bounties of His goodness. The
remark which I sometimes make c!,-nnot be too often repeated: The
Christian religion does not consist in a bringing to God, but in a receiVing
all from His sovereign mercy in Christ Jesus: and the religion of
antichrist, whatever form or name it assumes, consists essentially in a'
bringing to God, instead of receiving all from Him in a way of free
favour. Boaz associated with his servants at meal-time, as is apparent
from the words of our text: "He reached her parched corn, and she
did eat." Jesus is also with His family in a peculiar' manner on His
own day, sitting at His table. . . . Ye have found many a banqueting
table in the house of prayer; the cup of trembling has been graciously
taken away, and the nectarine cup of Gospel consolation has been
administered in its stead. . . . Every ordinance of God is a meal·time
to the needy believer, and its use stands in connection with Covenant
THE
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promise. These are the vehicles of His provisions, which He has
promised to bless to the satisfaction of the poor and needy; with
which, as with good things, He filleth the longing soul of the hungry
believer. . . . So, then, at meal-time, if hungry come hither; all that
thirst, come ye to the waters; all that hunger,' come to the banquet
of free lovingkindness. Ye are the guests which Wisdom hath invited.
. . . Come thou hither at meal-time, and eat of the bread. . . . The
bread of life was early provided, even from everlasting: it is the provision of unmerited, of infinite goodness; and as it was freely provided,
it is as freely given: for nothing could excite the Most High to give His
Son as the Bread and Spring of spiritual and eternal life but His own
ineffable lovingkindness: He only is the Bread of God; He only is
the Christian's life; and He is fully and freely given to all who see
their need of such a Saviour; to Him is every sensible sinner welcome;
and from His salvation shall none be turned empty away. . . . "Eat
therefore of the bread"; ask not if it was designed for such as thee:
it is certain that bread is prepared for the hungry; if hungry, it was
prepared for thee. . . . All that is requisite to the freest use of Christ,
and all His salvation, is to know thy need of such a One as a Saviour.
. . . If thou hast nothing of thine own on which thou eallst rely, He is
thy portion for ever, and the Lord thy righteousness and strength.
Is He, therefore, held out unto thee as the Bread of God and of life 1
•. Jesus, with all His grace, and salvation, is set before thee, and
by sovereign grant thou, though the vilest of sinners, hast an indubitable
right to embrace both the one and the other, to make free with Christ
and all His unsearchable riches. Talk uot of thine unworthiness, for
there are none in heaven more worthy in themselves than thou art,
with all thy vileness. . . . Eat of the bread, plain bread, and not dishes
elegantly dressed and richly sauced; bread, the staff of life, apt to
nourish. . . . Bread, upon which there is no likelihood of your surfeiting,
as 'you possibly might upon more tasteful viands. Of all the surfeits ye
hear of, of all the diseases which abound, none proceed from the eating
of the bread, and dipping of the morsel in the vinegar. . . . Our holy
Boaz hath, indeed, provided ample provision for the sustenance of His
people, but every morsel must be dipped in the vinegar: such is the
purpose of infinite Wisdom, and every saint shall fmd its fulfilment. . . .
Of the vinegar in which thy morsel must be dipped, oh believer, there
are two kinds, equally salutary, equally necessary: (1) The vinegar
of personal af!lictions and sorrows'; (2) The vinegar of the sufferings
and sorrows of thy holy Redeemer. . . . There is the vinegar of
personal af!lictions, in which every morsel of comfort or soul provision
must be dipped; because, whilst here, the plague of the heart still
remaining, we are subject to disorders the most malignant. _ .. Who
that knows h.imself does not see that the plague of sin in his heart has
infected every faculty of his soul, and defiled every organ of his body,
making it the instrument of unrighteousness unto sin 1 What
hypocrisy, pride, self-will dwell in the heart! How have the eyes
and ears been open to vanity, and how frequently the lips have moved
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deceit! What hand has not perpetrated evil1 And whose feet
have not trod the paths of foolishness 1 Even in a converted state,
how sad are the Christian's feelings! . . . Behold, how comfort and
sorrow have been blended together, even from the beginning, in the lot
of God's people. You are by no means the first whose morsel has
been dipped in the vinegar of personal trihulation and sorrow; no
stro.nge thing has befallen any of you in this respect; no, they are
common to men: Abraham, on the gift of Isaac, must cast out his son
Ishmael, which was very trying to a parent of his sensibility; lsaac
and Rebekah were weary because of the rebellions of Esau, and because
of his attachment to, the daughters of Heth. All the blessings of a
well-ordered Covenant did not make David forget his disorderly house.
Solomon's wisdom was counterpoised by the vanity which he saw
inscribed on every sublnnary object. Paul's love to Jesus, and success
in the ministry, could not prevent his groaning in his tabernacle, and
crying out under the body of death; prevented not the smart of the
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan. The case is general, all,
as well as you, dip their morsels in the vinegar. . . . Dip, then, thy
morsel in the vinegar of afllictions, for it is healthful and salutary;
What is indeed necessary for thine enjoyment of any tolerable degree
of spirituality: it must be done whether agreeable to thy will, or
disagreeable; and it is best that it should be thine own act and deed;
and better still if it be done with cheerfulness. Jeremiah ate the
dipped morsel, but it was by constraint, " It is a grief, and I must bear
it." Micah did it voluntarily, " I will bear the indignation of the Lord,
because I have sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, and
execute judgment for me." But Paul glorified to do it cheerfully,
" Much rather therefore will I glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me." . . . Impatience only tends to add to
the burden; and rebellion of will, to procure a greater number of
stripes.. Dip thy morsel willingly in the vinegar, seeing it is for thy
health, oh believer, and at the same time the command of thine unerring
Parent; dip thy morsel in the vinegar, for it must be done; if not
voluntarily, thou shalt do it by constraint. "Blessed is that man
who endureth temptations" in a Christian temper of mind, without
daring to quarrel with God, and saying to Him, " What doest Thou 1 "
That was a holy resignation in good old Eli, to say, "It is the Lord,
lct Him do what seemeth Him good." This was dipping the morsel
willingly in the vinegar.
There is the vinegar of Christ's sufferings in death also, in which our
morsel must be dipped in order to our growth and healthfulness. In
this present state of weakness and adversity we are subject to fainting,
and as an antidote to it we have need to dip our morsel in the vinegar
of Christ's excruciating pains and dying agonies, that our morsel may
be a restorative to us: this David evidently did, when he tells us that
" he had fainted unless he had believed to see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living." Dip thy morsel in the vinegar; it will eat
by much the more pleasant, and nourish thy faith, hope, and love
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exceedingly. Dost thou eat the bread of comfort and pardoning
love 1 Dip thy morsel in the vinegar of the expiatory sufferings of
Jesus, as the only channel of pardoning lovingkindness, and the only
means by which it is procured. No bread more pleasant than this to
the soul; yet still it will be both more pleasant and nutritive, for its
being dipped in this vinegar. How pleasant, how delightful is the
voice of pardon, when I behold my bleeding Lord wrestling to obtain
it! My bread can never eat with such a gust as when I contemplate
the penury of the Son of the Highest. . . . Let every comfort, every
privilege, and every means of grace, refer you back to Calvary, where
salvation is seen in its utmost extent and glory. . . . We having
forfeited our title to every comfort, natural and divine, and He appearing as our substitute and common person, He had not a legal title to so
much as earthly benefits, and, therefore, when upon earth He had
nothing that He could call His own. This was poverty, indeed! The
poverty due to lawbreakers whom He represented: but poor as His
circumstances were, through Him lawbreakers obtain many natural
as well as spiritual enjoyments. Let, theu, thy ever comfortable
morsel be dipped in thy Redeemer's sorrow, and comfort itself shall
be yet more comfortable. Dip thy morsel in the vinegar, in all the
kindness thou receivest at the hands of man; dip them in the unkindnesses which were cast upon Him. When man caresses you, remember
how your dear Redeemer was despised and rejected by men of the most
reputed stations and talents. If thus dipped in thy Redeemer's
sorrow', the caresses of men will never be injurious to thy soul's prosperity; whereas, without such a qualifying acid, the favour of men
might swell thee with pride, and draw thy affections from thy God....
When thy family is convened around thee in safety and peace, either
to feed or worship, call to mind that dismal night on which all His
disciples forsook Him and fled. . . . Thus dip thy morsel of domestic
tranquillity in the vinegar of His personal disquiet; lying down in bed,
safe and 'secure beneath the covert of Divine protection, confident that
God is thy shield of defence, forget not how Jesus, Who had not where
to lay His head, was wont to wrestle in prayer whole nights for thy
salvation. . . . Are you fed with the bread of sorrow, and drink of
the waters of affliction 1 By all means dip thy morsel then in the
vinegar, plunge thy personal sorrows into those of the Friend of sinners,
and death shall remove from thy pot; even the bitterest waters shall
become sweet and salutary. . . . Bring all thy griefs unto Calvary,
and hang them on the arms of that accursed tree where hung the great
Immanuel, and however thick and threatening the cloud may be, thou
shalt see everlasting love heam through its darkness; every present
sorrow the prolific source of future joy, and glory arising from every
sigh and groan. Thou shalt see the once-slain Redeemer faithfully
collecting thy tears, thy groans, and sighs, and treasuring them up in
heaven till thine arrival, that He may by them give an additional
lustre to thy future glory.-Extract from the writings of the late J.
MACGOWAN.
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GETHSEMANE.
" ABIDE ye here! while I go on alone,
To pour before My God My deep complaints,
My body languishes, My spirit faints,
For Heavn's high will is burdening Me down."
Thus spake the Christ to His disciples three,
Within the Garden of Gethsemane.
Straitened in soul, and weighted with His doom,
With strangest wrestlings fighting hard within,
He sees-beyond-the scourge, the cross, the tomb,
And feels before the time the pangs of sin.
So ere the traitor's kiss shall Him betray,
Beneath the olive boughs He falls to pray.
" 0 Father! if Thou willing be, remove
This bitter chalice offered from above;
But, yet if My receiving of it prove
To guilty man the depths of Thy dear love,
Father, Thy will, Thy will, alone be done,
Thy waves and billows shall o'erwhelm Thy Son."
Go! strength'ning angel! leave th' Eternal Throne,
In yonder garden find Thy Lord's delight,
Succour the sick'ning soul of God's lone Son,
Who keepeth vigil ere the day of fight;
For ere another sun hath left the sky,
For sinners' sins that spotless soul must die!
Though minist'ring celestial standeth near,
Not hushed is yet the agonizing prayer,
Not stilled a space the suffering severe,
The voice of pain still rends the midnight air,
Till human nature fails at soulish woe,
And from His brows the crimson streamlets flow.

o earth be still! and heaven veil thy eyes;
And ghostly silence fall on all around!
The first great drops of bleeding sacrifice
Are falling hard upon the grassy ground.
Thus hath His prayer of pain been answered,
It tells Him that His Blood must all be shed.

o marble hearts!

relent as ye behold
Such depths of love, such sorrows manifold;
Oman! thy hand hath slain the Holy One,
Thy guilt hath drained the blood of God's dear Son!
Weep at His feet! and kneeling as thou art,
There learn to hate the sins that brake His heart.
F. BrCKFoRD HEARD.
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A BIBLE BEACON.
By

THE LATE DEAN LAW,

M.A.

REBEKAH.

" U pon me be th y curse, my son. "
- G
EN. XXVII,
" 13 •

GOD'S Word is a rich treasure. The value reaches its pinnacle-when
we believe surely that each sentence is the Spirit's gift. Proofs of
this are large and perfect. But there are incidental evidences of
the Bible's truthfulness which are of wondrous worth. These should
be diligently sought and dearly prized. They add stability to faith.
Among these pellucid honesty is not the least. The characters moving
across its stage are not arrayed in unreal robes. They are not
exhibited in imagination's garbs. They shine not in fictitious beauty.
They soar not above the level of mortality. They appear as men and
women born in the family of a fallen race. As we read, we feel this
story is truth's record. An inventive pen would probably have
decked the patriarchs in superhuman excellence. They would be
shown as almost gods on earth. At least no failings would be made
conspicuous. Their walk would not be stumbling. No falls would
soil their robes with mire. But the plain candour of the Book depicts
them as they really were. Thus Abraham errs and errs again. He
stoops to low subterfuges which heroes of a fabulous romance would
scorn. Isaac follows,and in a life of calm repose betrays that with
his father's grace he has his father's faults.
Rebekah, partner of his deceit at Gerar, conspires to deceive her
husband, weak in age. Jacob's career is foul with dishonest subtleties.
These are indisputable marks of a true narrative.
These sins, too, stand out prominently as signals. They prove how
surely Satan will assail God's sons: that no high walk is higher than
his shafts can reach; that no heart is so armed with grace as to be
proof against his onsets. They cry, Let saints beware of grievous
falls. They warn, as rocks against which many a gallant vessel has
perilously dashed-as quicksands entangling the unsuspecting crewas vipers lurking in a verdant path-as foes concealed in secret ambush
-as pitfalls in the upward road. These are monuments proclaiming
the foe's triumphs and man's weakness. ''le read in them, "Verily
every man at his best state is altogether vanity" (Ps. xxxix. 5).
They endear; too, that precious blood in which the believer washes
his every act-his every word-his every thought. Then the stains
become white, yea, whiter than the driven snow.
Thus we approach Rebekah's grievous sin. Old age, with stealthy
step, has overtaken Isaac. Decrepitude prevails. The keen eye is
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dim. Objects are involved in mist. The sight is clouded in im·
,
perfection.
Reader, become familiar with the inward sight of Christ. Live
gazing with rapturous faith on the Invisible. He will not withdraw
when outward sense decays. His countenance most brightly shines
when need is greatest. Darkening nature intercepts not heavenly ra)"s.
The sightless Isaac thinks of his earthly end. The sacerdotal office
is his right. He must discharge it, and· pronounce the priestly
blessing.
We see the type of Jesus. He came to bless. He lived to bless.
As the true High Priest He ascends with blessings falling from His
lips. "He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His
hands and blessed them" (Luke xxiv. 50). Happy the parent who
bequeaths a legacy of blessing! Happy children who receive the
rich inheritance of blessing!
Good and holy is Isaac's wish to bless. Self·willed-presumptuous
-ungodly is his resolve to bless him whom God had not blessed.
His heart disposed him to prefer his eldest, Esau. The venison pleased
the palate. But he had heard God's clear decree, "The elder shall
serve the younger." In his own case the elder, Ishmael, had been
/ put aside. He knew, too, that Jacob had obtained the birthright.
But paternal fondness tempts him, and he strives against Divine
arrangement.
Esau is sent forth in haste to kill the deer-to dress the dainty dish,
and then to kneel before the blessing patriarch. When will vain man
learn to bow in reverence before God's counsels 1 If He decree,
not all the wisdom of the wise-not all the shrewdness of the shrewdnot all the cunning of the crafty-not all the might of the most
mighty can contravene: "I will work, and who shall let it 1 " (Isa.
xliii. 13.) If He speak, result is sure. All power is His. All creatures
are instruments to execute His will. This truth is engraven on the
marvellous sequel. Dark lines proclaim man's grievous errors and
God's prevailing mind.
Rebekah overhears the patriarch's converse. She marks the speed
of Esau to the field. Uneasiness assails her startled mind. What!
shall the paternal blessing rest on Esau's head! What! shall he
thus be raised in power and dignity above Jacob! Can I prevent·l,
Yes.· There is time. The means are mine. The means, indeed,
are artifice and guile; but they will help the destined end.
She reasons-she resolves-she half persuades herself that sin is
no sin, and craft no craft, if ultimate good shall be the issue.
Alas! how blinding is the devil's power. How tremendous is his
skill to smooth the downward path! How easily he dresses evil in
the garb of right! He iusinuates the falsehood that ends may sanctify
the means-that no plan can be wrong by which right is subserved.
Rebekah's willing· steps are snared. She quickly finds J acob.
Success depends upon. celerity. How many fan because there is
no pause for thought! Reflection ofttimes brings escape. She
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relates her husband's purpose. She states her plot to overreach.
Who will not tremble when they see a mother tempting and a son
entrapped 1 The wary J acob at first hesitates. He scruples, not
because the craft is hateful to his soul-not because he loathes the
crime of cheating an aged parent-not because of impious presumption
in diverting God's purposes from their own channel, but lest detection
should unmask him-lest failure should ensue-lest, discovered by
natural unlikeness to his brother, he should not only lose the blessing
but should be blasted by a curse. He hates not the sin because it is
sin; but he mistrusts it lest it should not prosper. He will embrace
the viper, if it has no latent sting.
. Rebekah, intent to carry out her scheme, presents her head to bear
the curse. The awful words are heard, "Upon me be thy curse,
my son" (Gen. xxvii. 13). Help me, and if sufferings come they
shall be mine. She persists, reckless of the .future. How truly is
sin's path a rapid rushing down a steep descent!
No further hesitation checks. The treacherous project progresses.
The kids are slain. The savoury food is prepared. Jacob is masked
in raiment not his own. His hands are roughened by the skins of
goats. His neck is similarly disguised. Thus he draws near. His lips
tremble not to prosecute the wile, "My father." Isaac, surprised
at the quick return, replies, " Here am I: who art thou, my son 1 "
Then the bold lie is heard, "I am Esau thy first-born. I have done
according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my
venison, that thy soul may bless me" (Gen. xxvii. 19). Alas! that
, words so false should fearlessly be uttered. When once the sluice is
opened, impetuous torrents have resistless course. A small spark
falls, and wide·spread conflagration blazes. Lies must be hid by
lies. Truth's path forsaken can hardly be regained. Sin speeds with
lightning speed.
The father marvels and enquires, "How is it that thou hast found
it so quickly, my son 1" How daring is impiety! The holy name
of God is now brought in to bolster up the fraud. " Because the Lord
thy God brought it to me." The cautious parent desires evidence
that Esau is before him. His eyes help not. But he desires to test
by feeling. The skins deceive. But still the voice betrays. Therefore
the clear question is clearly put, "Art thou my very son Esau 1 "
(Gen. xxvii. 24.) Ab! what a moment! Will he persist in this
unfilial treachery 1 Will he add sin to sin 1 Will he upraise the
topstone to this pyramid of evil 1 Will he lay darker colours on this
base iniquity 1 Will not his heart relent 1 Will he not loathe his
vileness, and retract 1 Ab! no. The barrier is crossed. He rushes
onward. "Art thou my very SOil Esau 1 and he said, I am." The
father, no longer doubtful, eats of the feigned food, 'and drinks of the
proffered goblet. He invites his child to the paternal caress, "Come
near now, and kiss me, my son." His heart is cheered. His spirit is
revived. In flow of glowing language he heaps the mightiest blessings
on the dissembler's head (Gen. xxvii. 28, 29).
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Still, God's purposes prevail. The blessing was decreed to Jacob.
On Jacob it fully falls. Thus in a dense maze of human evil Heaven's
plan is furthered. There is much to perplex and to distress, but one fact
remains intact. God must be true. No vileness on man's part can
intercept the current of His settled plans. The mother's hateful
sin is not the less: sin must be sin, whatever be the motive and result;
but sin, bowever grievous, will form no barrier to God's arrangement.
In after days, when pity planned relief to the parched sons of Israel,
Moses received direct command to take his rod, and to speak to the
rock before their eyes. It was promised that the yielding stone should
pour forth streams obedient to the voice. Moses impatiently adopts
his own course. He follows the angry dictates of his own mind. He
is not content to act submission. He smites the rock. He smites it
twice. He speaks, moreover, but in terms of passion, to the rebel
people. Thus Moses sinned. But will his sin hold back the destined
mercy? Will the camp lose the blessing? No. God's pity is still
pitiful. The waters flow. The thirsty are refreshed. But Moses
must bear his sin. His feet shall never tread the promised land.
By-ends intercept not Jacob's promised blessings.
Reader, take warning. Leave God to work His will in His own way.
Take not the rudder from His hand. Anticipate not; but meekly
follow. His ways are always right. So is His time always the best.
" If the vision tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will
not tarry" (Hab. ii. 3). If Samuel linger, let not Saul usurp his
office. To wait is wisdom. Impatience frets to evil. Tear up each
root of doubt. The noxious weed will quickly spread, and raise a
crop of trouble.
If Rebekah had meekly paused: if in submissive patience she had
calmly left the matter to her God, the blessing would have been most
sure. Her conscience would have received no wound. Following
troubles would not have saddened her last days. Now what sorrows
come! Esau, enraged at the deceit, proclaims his purpose to slay
the supplanter. He only pauses until death closes the eyes of Isaac.
He thinks the time is very near. "The days of mourning for my
father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob" (Gen. xxvii.
41). The affrighted mother plans to remove her much-loved son.
She hurries him beyond the reach of murderous design. She counsels
him to flee to Laban. She thinks the absence will be brief. "Tarry
with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away" (Gen. xxvii.
14). But were the days few? He wears out weary years in hard
service. Aged Rebekah must lie down and die. In her decline no
son is near to cheer. Her dying eye rests not on the beloved face.
His voice soothes not. He is far off. He has indeed the blessing;
but the mother sees him no more. If she had fully trusted God, how
joyous might her last hours have been!
Jacob deceives; but frauds pursue him. In the house of Laban
he is the victim of a wily scheme. In his declining years his sons
conspire to cheat him. He had used the skins of kids to delude, so
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the blood of kids is used to mislead him. His sons" took Joseph's
coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood,
and they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their
father, and said, This have we found: know now, whether it be thv
son's coat or no; and he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat: an
evil beast hath devoured him. Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces"
(Gen. xxxvii. 31-33). It is a solemn word, "Be sure your sin will
find you out" (Numb. xxxii. 23).
Sometimes the scourge proclaims its mission. The punishment
bears inscription of the offence. It tells loudly, the evoking cause.
In her son's death the conscious mother saw deserved wrath. "Art
thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my
son 1" (1 Kings xvii. 18.) Adonibezek, maimed as he had maimed
others, piteously wails, " As I have done, so God hath requited me."
Mark the end of Jezebel. She had caused dogs to lick the
blood of Naboth, and in the selfsame place her blood is licked by
dogs. David sins foully, and foul evil soon pollutes his house. He
sins in resolving boastfully to parade his nation's numbers. Immediately a pestilence sweeps seventy thousand of his subjects from the
earth. Haman plots Mordecai's death. A lofty gallows is up-raised.
Who is the victim? Who there in ignominy dies? The king,
enraged with Haman, issues the mandate, "Hang him thereon"
(Esther vii. 9).
There is a guilty Church, drunk with the blood of saints. What
is the cup which it must shortly drain 1 It is the cup of blood. "Thou
art righteous, 0 Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because
Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink: for they are
worthy" (Rev. xvi. 5, 6).
Reader, be wise. Seek only to know God's will. Strive ouly to
walk in His way. In devious paths misery lurks. Happy the walk
when holy means conduce to holy ends! Let God's commands be
our one motive, His Word OlU rule, His Spirit our guide, His glory
our aim. So ouly can we hear the glad welcome, " 'Veil done."
EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE
MR. GEORGE MULLER.
2 COR. xii.
" FOR this thing I besought the Lord thrice." So we should spread
our matters before God, speaking to Him about everything, not merely
about great trials, but even about little trials, little difficulties: this
Friend we have in heaven, Whose delight it is to bless us, Who takes
pleasure in helping everyone of His children. Oh the blessedness
increasingly to become conscious of the friendship of our heavenly
Friend, and of communing with Him every day, and more or less all
the day long !
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Now we hear the answer, "My grace is sufficient for thee." That
means, " Thou art My child, and this implies that all My dealings with
thee are the very best dealings that can be, and that thou hast in
heaven a Friend Who will never leave nor forsake thee. Thou hast Me
as thy Helper at all times and under all difficulties, and if thou wilt
make good use of what thou hast obtained through faith in the Lord
.Jesus, thou wilt continually have opportunities to glorify Me whatever
thy difficulties and trials may be."
If we en ter into what it means to be a partaker of grace, we should
at all times and under all circumstances be perfectly satisfied with
God's dealings with us. Whether joy or sorrow, sickness or health,
prbsperity or adversity, everything, without one single exception, is
under the ordering of God, and the management of God. He thus
gives us continual opportunities to glorify Him. And that is the great
object of our life being continued to us after our conversion, that every
hour of the day we may glorify God in the position and circumstances
in which He has been pleased to place us.
And the result will be this-peace and joy in the Holy Ghost all the
day long; the cup will be running over, joys of heaven in a goodly
measure will be brought into the soul, even now while yet in the body.
Oh, that this were more present to our hearts, in order that the
Church of God might yet more, while at the end of the nineteenth
century, arouse to glorify God!
And then the word, "For when I am weak, then am I strong." Our
very weakness gives opportunity for the power of the Lord Jesus Christ
to be manifested. That blessed One never leave's and never forsakes
us; the greater our weakness, the nearer He is to manifest His
strength; the greater our necessities, the more have we ground to
rely on it, that His help is near-that He is not far off-that He will
prove Himself still our Friend. Oh, what peace, what comfort this
gives to the heart!
And this has been my experience for more than seventy years; the
greater the trial, the greater the difficulty, the nearer the help of the
Lord. Again and again I have been in the greatest difficulty, but
never forsaken of my precious Lord. Often the appearance was as if
I must be overwhelmed, but it never came to it, and it never will come
to it, because the precious Lord Jesus Christ never forsakes His people:
the more they need help, the nearer is His help.
More prayer, more faith, lllore exercise of patience, will bring the
blessing.
And as to the future, if yet other trials must come, other difficulties,
our business is to have the eye fixed on the Lord Jesus-He remains
our Helper, He remains our Lord, He will never leave us, never forsake
us. Therefore our business is' just to pour out our hearts before Him,
and help in His own time and way is sure to come.

EVERYTHING

occupying the place of God in our hearts is idolatry.
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THE

~eacon.

CHRISTIAN

MINIRTRY: NOT SACERDOTAL BUT
EVA NGELISTIC.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A CHARGE DELIVERED IN 1867 BY THE LATE HON.
AND RIGHT REVEREND SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., BISHOP
OF CARLISLE.
(Continued from page 124.)

SURELY the reply of all the Apostolic practice to the question before
us is still the same: the servants of Christ are not priests, but
preachers, teachers, pastors; this is their highest, their peculiar
honour, that they have received a " ministry of the Lord Jesus to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God.""
And how, we may well ask, could it be otherwise? If the teaching
of Holy Scripture with regard to the work of the Lord Jesus be
exclusively authoritative, we cannot be ;,p,;~, expiating priests,
there is no place left for the discharge of such functions; we can only
be KhpVKf~, heralds of glad tidings of peace. For Christ our Lord
is the true Aaron-i",{",a~, "once for all,"" hath he made" there,"
"upon the cross" "(by His one oblation of Himself once offered),
a fuU, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for
t.he sins of the whole world" : 7 7 "there i•.none other satisfaction
for sins, but that alone" 7 '-the one great and final day of atonement
is past and gone-" it is finished," "consummatum est," TETiAUTTUt 7 P
-all that is left to us, and an unspeakable honour it i8, is to sweUin notes loud and clear and full-the trumpet sound of a world-wide,
a perpetual jubilee, as, till the end of time, we proclaim that" perfect
law of liberty," 8. "the glorious Gospel of the blessed God." 81
Such are the two great ruling theories of the Christian ministry,
the sacerdotal and the evangelistic. That they are incompatible
cannot be denied. That they are at this moment contending for the
mastery within the precincts of our National Church is equally certain.
The one, the sacerdotal, is the rallying point of men who, more or
less explicitly, avow their dissatisfaction with the actual condition of
our Church. Her organization, her worship, need, they seem to declare,
to be brought into closer assimilation to those of that body which is
now, by a frequent euphemism, designated the Western Church.
Let this be accomplished, and it is the fond hope of many of them that
the desired consummation may yet be witnessed of the restoration
of a visible oneness between Anglican and Oriental, not less than
Occidental Christendom. Of the other, the evangelistic, its adherents
affirm, that it is because it is wrought up into the whole tissue and
75 Acts xix. 24.
" Order of Holy Communion.
1'1 John xix. 30.
80 J aIDe8 i. 25.

71

Hcb. x. 10.
n Article XXXI.
11 1 Tiro. i. n.
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fabric of the constitution of England's Church that they love her so
well. Let her sons, they protest, but exhibit it fully, fearlessly, at
home, on the continent, in the colonies, and in the mission field, and
the Anglican communion shall yet prove to be what she certainly
was in the days of her Reformers, the" pillar and ground of the truth,"
the refuge of every troubled soul who, prizing dearly apostolic order,
would still obey that warning voice which cries aloud of the apocalyptic
Babylon, " Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues."·2
These being the issues really involved, I have invited you to refer
the question to that one only infallible tribunal, tbe Scriptures of
truth. And I think tbat we have seen that, though isolated passages
may be alleged as giving a divine sanction to the pretensions of
sacerdotalism, they cease to yield them any countenance whatever
when fairly interpreted in the light of the teaching of Holy Writ taken
in its integrity. At the same time we have been confirmed in our
adhesion to the doctrine which holds the Christian ministry. to be
evangelistic in its essence, by a cogency of inspired evidence which,
from its variety and abundance, is perfectly overpowering. In truth,
as it is well in passing to observe, so conclusively anti-sacerdotal is
the verdict of the Bible felt to be, that it is invariably found that the
earliest· efforts of the apostles of the medieval as opposed to the
reformed-of the hieratic as opposed to the evangelistic-theory of
the Christian ministry, are directed to the disparagement of Scripture
as the sole, the sufficient rule of faith, and the practical substitution
of so-called Church authority for that divine canon of doctrine and
practice. Surely this fact-for a fact it unquestionably is-should
at once, my brethren of the laity, determine you to close your ears
to the overtures, how sednctive soever they may be, of such teachers.
There must be a lie in his right hand who instinctively shrinks from
contact with the one only volume of truth.
The conclusions which flow from these premises are simple and
practical.
.
Is it the honest desire of the clergy that when they depart hence
their memory should be· blessed? Is it their reasonable wish that,
while yet in the land of the living, they should be held in honour in
their parishes and in their neighbourhoods? Above all, is it their
holy ambition to hear, as addressed to themselves, those words of
supreme approval, " Well done, good and faithful servant, enter' thou
into the joy of thy Lord"? Let them seek to compass these legitimate
ends, by the adoption of legitimate means.
Let them forswear as unscriptural, as unhallowed, as unblessed, ail
sacerdotal assumption.
Let them cherish, as well indeed they may, the honoured liturgies,
the grave discipline, the apostolic order, of England's Church. But
let them remember withal that these are the casket not the jewel,
8:t

Rev. xviii. 4.

See Wordswortb's Union with Rome. Rivingtons.
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the material form .not the spiritual life, the body not the souL Carna
genealogy and sensuous ceremony distinguished the ritual of the
Jewish economy. Spiritual devotion and intelligent service characterize
the ministrations of the Christian dispensation. "The hour cometh,
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth." ss Beware then of all approaches to a system,
the central point of which is an imposing exhibition addressed to the
fancy and the senses. Truly it is easy to take up this livery. Nature
can do all that is required. No wonder then if men whose conscience
is still sensitive enough to tell them that they lack spiritual qualification,
should hasten to adopt opinions which so easily supply the sad
deficiency. Nor will there be wanting those who shall applaud their
course. In some, ilile and ignorant love of new things; in others,
delight in the discovery of a religion which reconciles the Church to
the world, the service of God to that of mammon; and in others
again, a superstitious and sickly imagination-all will unite in conceding
your claim to awful spiritual prerogative.. But bring that system to
perfection. In secret let the practice of auricular confession invest
you with a power over the maidens and the matrons of your flock,
which bids defiance' to the authority of the parent and the husband,
and, so far as it is permitted to extend its noxious influence, places
human society itself at your feet. In public let form, and colour,
and music, and incense, all combine to lend their delights to the office
in which, clad in garment unused for three hundred years, you elevate
the host before the prostrate, the adoring throng. The result can be
but one. Christ is not there, and where Christ is not, there, in spite
of all artistic, all " histrionic" representations of the Prince of Life,
the only presence is that of death. Meanwhile the sheep will not,
cannot, may not, hear the voice of the stranger. Who shall forbid
their turning aside to folds where their hungry souls can at least find
the food which they seek in vain at their lawful pastor's hands 1
And even with regard to the general congregation your present
success will be but transitory. Study well the working of Romanism
in its own acknowledged dominions. Influential as some" Churchmen"
there have, from time to time, become, by the sheer might of native
intellect and energy, the great body of the clergy are held in but little
honour. The very awe with which the poor contemplate the office is
not unmingled with contempt for the person who fills it. And society
has, as respects its moral condition, subsided to the level of its leaders;
" the disciple is not above his master." 8' Similar fruits will inevitably
be produced by the baneful exotic when once more implanted on the
British soiL Yes! should the lessons of the Reformation be unlearnt ;
should ministers of the Church of England succeed in procuring any
general recognition of a claim to be sacrificing priests and spiritual
Ila John iv. 23, 24.

8..

Luke vi. 40.
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judges; should the mass and the confessional be again established
amongst us, the issue must beyond all question be the same as in
days of yore. For a while indeed the ardour of an individual enthusiasm may combine with the zeal of an organized partisanship to produce
seeming ecclesiastical revival: churches may be thronged, brotherhoods
and sisterhoods may be multiplied; large moneys, for the advancement
of sacerdotal interesta, may be poured into the priestly treasury:
but the stream cannot rise higher than ita source: in the end we shall
have but the repetition-as in all their promises, so also in all their
failures-of the history of those fitful resuscitations o-f the slumbering
energies of the Papacy, from which the various monastic orders of the
pre-Reformation Church date their origin. The Spirit of God was not
in those movements, He is not in this_ The rain of heaven, the river
of the water of life, was not there; it is not here. Beantiful, alluring,
as the vision may appear, it will, sooner or later, vani~h as the mirage,
and leave nought but the fruitless, dreary, desolate waste behind.
But there may be those who desire to carry out in practice that
theory of Christian ministry which I have commended to you to-day,
but are deterred by the frequent allegation that it fails when tried by
that inspired, that crucial test, "Ye shall know them by their fruits." 8 5
There will, of course, never be wanting men, even amongst the
clergy, who say, "Lord, Lord," but" do not the will of their Father
which is in heaven." 8' But there are, and I thank God for it, many
pastors and many flocks even within our bounds, whose every-day
life and conversation is a living protest against the charge, when
adduced as of general. application. I prefer, however, quitting altogether the personal and the local aspect of the question, and allaying
any apprehensions which may have arisen upon the point, by reminding
you of phenomena patent upon the face of the history of our Church
during the last three quarters of a century.
You know, my brethren-the truth is acknowledged even by those
who would have it that the movement has now expended ita original
force, and given place to healthier energies-that.the Church of England
was, at the era to which I am now alluding, roused from the sleep of a
death-like lethargy by men who carried out the evangelistic theory
of the Christian ministry, in all its ramifications. With them selfdenial and prayer were accompanied by the preaching of the Word
" in season out of season," publicly, privately, in the church, the school,
the cottage, the street, and the co=on.
Now-without intending in the very least degree to depreciate
or to ignore the worthy service done by men who were never outwardly
identified with this section of the clergy-what were the resultaover and above the known and confessed awakening of the Church
throughout these realms 1
One test of genuine Christianity prominent in the apostolic
Scriptures is that of almsgiving. And it is to be observed, that the
Matt. vii. 16, 20.

.. Matt. vii. 21.
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almsgiving most largely chronicled is that to alleviate distant need.
The poor saints at Jerusalem were, in country, aliens to the Churches
of Galatia, Macedonia, and Achaia. And so it was at the great Evangelical Revival in our. own land. One of the very earliest impulses
of renewed life was the institution of a Missionary Society 8 7 which,
by steady and gradual increase, has gone forward for sixty-eight years,
until it commands a voluntsTY income of some one hundred and
fifty thousand pounds; an income which is, now as formerly, mainly
drawn from parishes and congregations actuated by the same principles
as those which originally called this valuable association into existence.
Nor have our home populations been overlooked. The same principles
elicit at this moment, and that from identical sources, an income of
some fifty thousand pounds per annum, in aid of an institution established more than thirty years ago; 88 an institution, moreover, which
was the first, in connection with our Church, to come to the aid of our
overworked and underpaid clergy, by providing them with the stipends
for lay-agents and assistant curates. I might dwell upon this point
at much greater length. For statistics, national, diocesan, and
parochial, supply me with ample proof that they which have believed
in the Gospel of the grace of God do give "good measure, pressed
down, and shaken together, and running over." 8.
But I forbear. For the charge of unfruitfulness is renewed in
another form. Now, for the first time, it is alleged, is the Gospel
preached to the poor: now, for the first time, it is asserted, are the
sick visited, and the outcast reclaimed, by lay brethren and sisters
in Christ. Truly this may be the first time that preachers approach
the poor in cord and sandal in the name of England's Church. It
may be the fust time that monachism walks our fields and threads
our alleys, under the" direction" of England's pastors. But the work,
the real work, has long since been done unostentatiously .and well,
wherever Christ has been faithfully preached. Let any who hesitate
to give their immediate assent, at least pause and enquire before they
repeat the charge. I believe they will find that, wherever the evangelist
has laboured patiently, consistently, prayerfully, there has the
wisdom he teaches been proved to be "from above," not only by its
being" fust pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated" ;
but also by its being" full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality,
and without hypocrisy."·o Nowhere else will be found congregations
more devout, more spiritual; nowhere else communicants' 1 more
fervent, more sincere; nowhere else conversions to God more
87 The Church Missionary Society.
ss The Church Pastoral Aid Society.
88 Luke vi. 38.

to James iii. 17.
III fact it was the increased frequency of celebrations, and the overflowing
numbers of the communicants cOllsequent on the Evangelical revival, which
first led to the adoption of the practice of addressing the words of administration
to several participants at Duce.
il
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substantial; nowhere else attachment to our Church more enlightened,
more steadfast. Nowhere else is the co-operation of laymen with the
clergy more cordial, more steady. I will add, that nowhere else do
C'hristian women serve God more quietly, more lovingly, more
perseveringly, and more truly on the prll11itive model; for it is without
that severing of domestic ties, that invasion of parental authority,
of which we hear so much in the history of the papacy, but for
which we search in vain in the scriptural records of the Primitive
Church. 92
But I will detain you no longer.. My brethren of .the htity will
pardon me, if I have dwelt principally on matters which might by
some be thought exclusively to concern the clergy. For they are, I
trust, becoming increasingly alive to the fact that they are themselves
an integral portion of the Church. They have, therefore, a vital
interest in the spiritual life· and health of the clerical members of the
Christian body. For· "whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the· members rej\lice
with it." 93
Nor will my brethren of the clergy chide me for having spoken
to them fully, frankly, freely. It would be an idle affectation to pretend
that we are all of one mind on e:very point. It .would be wrong if I
did not give my brethren who differ from me credit for the same
honesty of purpose of which I am conscious myself. But this I may
fairly claim of all, that they should accord to my exhortations calm
and dispassionate consideration. The responsible position I occupy
in the providence of God as your bishop, the aJlectionate relation in
which I.stand with rega.dto· you as your friend, warrant me.in entreating this at your hands. Thoughtfully then, my brethren, return
to your cures; deliberately weigh what I have said in " the balances
of the sanctuary"; prayerfully beseech our God to discover to you
any" way of grief" that may be in you; and earnestly plead· with Him,
should any the least error be made known by the scrutiny, to give
you grace and strength to renounce it manfully, fearlessly, promptly.
" Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; and if in
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto
you.""
"Now the ·God of peace, that brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting Covenant, make you perfect in every good work to
do His will, working in you that which· is well-pleasing in His sight,
through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. " • •
n Cl We did not lay aside our charities when we dispensed with our vows;
we did not languish in the pra.ctice when we rejected the profession i the
religious motive e.cts not less powerfully because the name is less commonly put
forward; and, in as far a.t least as the tender sex is concerned, there is not a.
district in our cities, nor Do village in our provinces, which does not profit by the
unpretending, unavowed, enlightened benevolence of Protestant Ursulines. I I
Waddington's Church History, chap, xix.
" 1 C or. XlI.
.. 26 .
.. Ph'l
.. , 15•
1 • 111.
U Heb. xiii. 20, 21.
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ApPENDIX A.
Note Il, p. Ilol.

"Without troubling myself to follow him or you minutely in this
part of your work, I shall proceed to state briefly what else our Church
teaches, or requires, in respect both to confession, especially secret
confession, and also to absolution.
"The confession ordinarily required is only general and public
confession to Almighty God, made simultaneously by the whole
congregation, every individual being expected tacitly to include the
acknowledgment of his. particular transgressions under the general
form. This confession occurs at the beginning of Morning and Evening
Prayer, and in a different form in the office of Co=union, and is
always followed by absolution. In the two former cases the nature
of the absolving power committed by God to His ministers is expressly
stated; it is 'to declare and' (not only declare, but) 'pronounce'
(that is, authoritatively declare in God's name) 'to His people, being
penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins'; and having
made that statement, the priest exercises his power by declaring
that God then' pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent,
and unfeignedly believe His -holy Gospel.'
" In the Communion Service, the Church does not again state the
nature of the absolving power (it would have been unnecessary), but
directs the priest to exercise it in a somewhat different, an optative
form. But this form is equivalent to the other: it consists of a declaration
of God's general evangelical promises, and invokes the fulfilment of those
promises in favour of those who have just made their humble confession
to Him.-SUCH IS THE ORDINARY CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF

OUR CHURCH. But in the office last mentioned, the Church further
invites those who need ghostly counsel and advice (in the terms cited)
to have recourse to particular confession, and to seek the benefit of
particular absolution. And here again the nature of that particular
absolution is distinctly intimated to be of the same kind as the two
former instances of general absolution; it is to be exercised (not by the
judicial sentence of the priest, after a process-carried on before his
tribunal, as yO'Ur Church insists-but) 'BY THE MINISTRY OF GOD'S
HOLY WORD,' or an authoritative declaration of God's general promises
c,pplied in favO'Ur of that particular penitent, if he be indeed penitent.

I

"There remains one other instance, that in the Visitation of the
Sick . . . The rubric requires that at a certain part of this office
• the sick person shall be moved by the minister to make a special
(lonfession of his sins, if he feel his conscience troubled with any
weighty matter.' I have said that this is ordered at a certain part
of the office, and it is important that this be borne in mind. For so
little is our Church inclined to encourage its ministers in prying into
the secrets of their penitents, that it enjoins every other step to be
previously taken before the last measure of particular confession be
pl'Oposed.-' The minister shall (first) examine whether he (the sick
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person) repent him truly of his sins, and be in charity with all the
world; exhorting him to forgive, from the bottom of his· heart, all
persons that have offended him; and if he hath offended any other,
to ask them forgiveness; and where he hath done injury or wrong
to any man, that he make amends to the utmost of his power.'
" Now, it is after he has.done and said all this-after he has satisfied
himself on such general enquiry, whether the sick person have indeed
a true sense of the awful condition in which he stands, of the nature
and necessity of sincere repentance, and universal charity-and
whether he have, by God's blessing, attained those graces, as well
as learned the necessity of attaining them-that the minister's duty
respecting particular confession is laid down. If from the sick man',
answers to his enquiries he find him in a state of penitence and peace,
his business is completed: he is not authorized-HE IS BY IMPLICATION
FORBIDDEN-to move him to any .further disclosure,. and in this case
(as it will be necessary to bear in mind) no absolution is pron<mnced,
evidently became- particular absolution is to be given in our Church only
to those whose minds cannot be quieted without sw;h especial application
to them of God's general promises.-But if, after all general discourse
and advice on the nature of repentance and the means of maki,ng
his peace with God have been exhausted, the sick man still exhibit
signs of distrust and dismay-he is to be asked, whether' he feel his
conscience troubled with any weighty matter': and if he say that it
is, THEN, AND ONLY THEN, he is ' to be moved to a special confession
of his sins '; evidently, in the words of the former exhortation, that
he may receive ghostly counsel and advice to the quieting of his
cQnscience, and avoiding of all scruple and doubtfulness.
" Now, as nothing can be more prudent than this reserve and backwardness in inviting to secret confession, when the end of our ministry
can be obtained without it; so nothing certainly can be more necessary
to the due discharge of the commission we have received, as Christ's
ministers, Christ's ambassadors, app.ointed and empowered to reconcile
sinful man to God, than that, when all other instruction and means
have failed, we should then requir(\ of those for whom we are to give
account, that they enable us to know more clearly of their state;
that they tell us specially what it is that weighs them down, and
deprives them of that most important grace and duty, Christian hope.
, Confess your sins to God,' such is our counsel: 'we wish not, we
seek not to know them; but if you cannot otherwise apply what you
have been taught of God's general promises to your,own case, unbosom
yourself freely to us-tell us, in that sacred confidence which ought
to subsist between a Christian minister and him who is about to stand
before his Judge-tell us what it is that shakes your soul with dread,
and renders you incapable of the holy consolations of the Gospel of
Peace. Your very terrors prove at least that you are not hardened·;
that your state is better than that of the unhappy soul which is ready
to wing its flight into an eternal world, in stupid and reckless insensibjlity to its danger. We are ordained to preach the glad tidings of
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great joy; to minister the word of God; to pronounce the pardon of
God over all who with true faith turn to Him. And weak though we
be--sinners, miserable sinners, though we be--we have yet the promise
of Him, who cannot lie, that He "will be with us alway, even unto the
end of the world "-and that He will bless His own ordinances, and
make them, when rightly administered and devoutly received, effectual
to the salvation of men.'
"You, sir, in all this will; I am sure, see nothing to condemn,
except the caution and hesitation with which we admit the special
communication of the penitent. You know that this is the only case in
which we venture to urge the practice of secret confession-the case
Of him for whom nothing else will do: that we are indeed ready
to receive it, if tendered for the purpose of quieting a perplexed
conscience, at any time, and especially to enable the penitent to approach
the table of the Lord in faith and hope. But you also know, that in
the course of our exhortation and practice in this particular, we are
directly opposed to the Church of Rome. ... .
. "But it may be said, ' a particular absolution is given to him who
has given a particular confession': true, it is enjoined in the rubric,
and after what has preceded, if the sick man humbly and heartily
desire it, the priest shall' absolve him in the form annexed, A FORM;
THE MEANING OF WHICH, IF IT BE A~1BJGUOUS, MUST BE UNDERSTOOD
FRo"M COMPARISON WITH THE EXPRESS DOCTRINE AND ·UNIFORM
PRACTICE OF OUR CHURCH, IN ALL THE PRECEDING INSTANCES. But
even in this very form there is an implied declaration of the nature
of the absolving power: it is given' to absolve all sinners who truly
repent and believe in our Lord Jesus Christ'; and therefore on the
penitent's' humbly and heartily desiring it' (the very terms imply the
sincerity both of his repentance and his faith) the priest feels himself
at liberty to use it, and to say, , By Christ's authority committed to
me,' an authority the limits of which have been just before stated,
, I absolve thee from all thy sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.' Need I add, that it is immediately
followed 1Yy a prayer to God 'to consider the sick penitent's contrition,
to accept his tears, to assuage his grief as shall seem to the Divine Wisdom
WOULD THIS BE CONSISTENT WITH A
most expedient for him?
JUDICIAL ABSOLUTION ALREADY ·GIVEN TO THE PENITENT 1 We have
seen then, sir, the real meaning of that absolution which you affect
to believe, and persons of less information than you really believe,
the same with that which is claimed and exercised by the priesthood
·of the Church of Rome. It has been explained by reference to clearer
and more express declarations of our absolving power,. and if you will
not take our assertions of the· meaning of a part of our own liturgy
(particularly when our explanation rests on the uniform analogy of our
doctrine on this particular)-with what right, I had almost said with
what face, can we be asked to understand (as yet we are unwilling
to understand, on the declaration of your Church) the language of
your own indulgences, which grant to those who acquire them' pardon
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of all, their sins,' to mean no more than a remission of the temporal
punishment still due to sins which have been remitted before 1
"But, even if the power of absolution exercised in our office of
visiting the sick were the very same with that of your priesthood,
would there be no difference between claiming and exercising the
power in so extreme a case, and with so much of interposed check and
caution against the frequent use of it that it very rarely indeed is in
fact exercised-and t)lat doctrine of yours, which requires your people
to have recourse to it at least once in every year, and makes it (I repeat)
even indispensably necessary to salvatio,n 1 " , Phillpotts' (Bishop of
Exeter) Letters to Butler, on the Insuperable Differences which Separate the
Ohurch of England frfml the Church of Rfmle. Letter ix. pp. 106-111.
London, Murray, 1866.
ApPENDIX B.
Note 13, p. 115.
The following quotations bearing upon this important question
will interest my readers. They prove that, to the writers at least,
Scriptural truth was more precious than even episcopal discipline.
" QUI STATIS IN nOMO DOMINO. Ut secundum quod ait Apostulos ;
Donee, inquit, venio ut scias quomodo disponas domum Dei qure est
ecclesia. Ecclesia non parietibus consistit, sed in dogmatum veritate.
Ecclesia ibi, est ubi fides vera est, Creterum ante annos quindecim aut
viginti, parietes omnes hic ecclesiarum hreretici possidebant. Ante
viginti annos omnes ecclesias has hreretici possidebant,
Ecclesia
autem vera illic erat, ubi vera fides erat." Hieronymus in Psalm cxxxiii.
(cxxxiv.) v. L Operum, tom. viii. fo1. 92.
" But here they will ask me, how shall a man know whether he be in
the right faith, but by this Church 1 To this Christ shall make answer
Himself, saying, in the Gospel of John, 'My sheep hear My voice, and
shall not hear a stranger.' And where, I pray you, hath Christ left
any voice to be heard or followed, but in His Word written? 'Search
the Scriptures,' said He, 'for they bear witness of Me.' Where He
biddeth you not search unwritten verities, such as the outward, seen,
and pompous Church shall of their own heads show you, but the
written verities contained in the Holy Scriptures, ' which are profitable
to teach, to improve, to amend, and to instruct in righteousness,
that the man of God may be perfect and prepared unto all good works.'
" If thou, therefore, be desirous to know whether thou be in the
right faith or no, seek it not at man's mouth; for' all men be liars.'
Seek it at God's own mouth, which is His Holy Word written, which
can neither lie, deceive, nor be deceived. Ask, 1 say, seek and knock,
by diligent study and earnest prayer to God, Who hath promised
to give to all them that ask faithfully of Him the certainty of good
faith in their conscience, taught and confirmed by the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament." CRANMER, Confutation of
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Unwritten Verities. The Preface. Parker Society's Edition, vo!. ii.,
pp. 13, 14.
" , Succession,' you say, 'is the chief way ·for any Christian to avoid
antichrist.' I grant you, if you mean the succession of doctrine. Therefore, St. Paul saith, 'In the latter days some shall depart from the
faith.' He saith not, They shall depart' from their place; but' from
their faith.' And St, John saith, 'If auy man come unto you, and
bring not this doctrine, salute him not.' He saith not, If he keep not
his place; but' If he bring not this doctrine.' It is the doctrine
whereby antichrist shall be known, and not his place; for, as I have
said, 'he shall sit in the place of Christ.'
" It is not sufficient to claim 'succession of plMe .. it behoveth us rather
to have regard to the succession of doctrine. St. Bernard saith, '.Quid
prodest, si canonice eligantur , , . et non canonice vivant ?', 'What
availeth it, if they be chosen in order, and live out of order?' So
saith St. Augustine: 'Ipsum characterem multi et lupi et lupis
imprimunt.' 'The outward mark or right of a bishop many give to
wolves, and be wolves themselves.' Therefore the ancient Father
Iranreus giveth us this good counsel: 'Eis qui sunt in ecclesi...
presbyteris successione charisma veritatis certum secundum [beneJ
placitum Patris acceperunt'; 'It becometh US ·to obey those priests
in the Church which have'their succession from the apostles.. and together
with the succession of their bishopricks, according to the goodwill of Goil
the Father, have received the undoubted gift of the truth." JEWEL, Defence
of-the Apology, Parker Edition, vo!. iii., pp. 348, 349.
". We do esteem and reverence the continual succession of good
bishops in any place, if they can be found; if they cannot, we run not
from God, but rather stick fast to ,His Word.
" Succession of good bishops is a great blessing of God.. but because
God and His truth hangs not on man nor place, we rather hang on the
undeceivable truth of God's Word in all doubts,' than on any bishops,
plMe, or man,' 'for all men are liars,' and may be deceived; only
God and His Word is true, and neither deceives, nor is deceived."
BISHOP PILKINGTON, The Burning of St. Paul's. Confutation of an
Addition, Sect. xi. Parker Society's Edition, pp. 598, 599.
"It is willingly confessed, that the Scripture of God· is a storehouse abounding with inestimable treasures of wisdom and knowledge
in many kinds, over and above things in this one kind barely necessary;
yea, even that matters of ecclesiastical polity are not therein omitted,
but taught also, albeit not so taught as those other things before mentioned.
" For so perfectly are those things taught, that nothing ever can
need to be added,. nothing ever cease .to be necessary. These on the
contrary side; as being of a far other nature and quality, not so strictly
nor everlastingly commanded in Scripture, but that unto the complete
form of church polity much may be requisite, which the Scripture teacheth
not, and' much, which it hath taught, become unrequisite, sometimes
because we need not use it, sometimes also because we cannot.
" In' which respect, for my own part; although I see that certain
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reformed Churches, the Scottish especially and French, have not
that. which best agreeth with the sacred Scripture, I mean the government that is by bishops, inasmuch as both those Churches are fallen
under a different kind of regimen; which to remedy, it is for the one
altogether too late, and too soon for the. other, during their present
affiiction and trouble. This their defect and imperfection I had rather
lament in such a case than cxagitate, considering that men oftentimes
witlwut any fault of their own may be driven to want that kind of polity
or regimen which is best,. and to content themselves with that which
either the irremediable error of former times, or the necessity of the present,
hath cast upon them." HOOKER, E. P., book iii. 10. iv.

APPENDIX C.
Note 15, p. 116.

"If we doubt what those admirable words may import, let him
he our teacher for the meaning of Christ to whom Christ was Himself
a Schoolmaster; let our Lord's apostle be His interpreter, content
we ourselves with His explication, My Body, The Communion of My
Body, My Blood, The Communion of My Blood. Is there anything
more expedite, clear, and easy, than that as Christ is termed our Life,
because through Him we obtain life; so the parts of this sacrament
are His Body and Blood, for that they are so to us, who receiving
them receive that by which they are termed 1 The bread and eup
are His Body and Blood, because they are causes instrumental, upon
the receipt whereof the participation of His Body and Blood ensueth.
For that which produceth any certain effect. is not vainly nor
improperly said to be that very effect whereunto· it tendeth. Every
cause is in the effect which groweth from it. Our souls and bodies
quickened to eternal life are effects, the cause whereof is the person of
Christ: His Body and Blood are the true wellspring out of which
this life floweth. So that His Body and Blood are ill that very subject
whereunto they minister life: not only by effect or operation, even
as the influence of the heavens is in plants, beasts, men, and in every
thing. which they quicken; but also by a far more divine and mystical
kind of union, which maketh us one with Him, even 'as He and the
Father are one. THE REAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST'S MOST BLESSED
BODY AND BLOOD IS NOT THEREFORE TO BE SOUGHT FOR IN THE
SACRAMENT, BUT IN THE WORTHY RECEIVER OF THE SACRAMENT. And
with this the very order of our Saviour's words agreeth, FIRST, 'Take
and eat',. then, 'This is My Body which was broken for you': FIRST,
, Drink ye all of this',. then followeth, , This is My Blood of the New
Testament, ·which is shed for 'many for the remission of sins.' I see
not which way it should be gathered by the words of Christ, when anil
WHERE THE BREAD IS HIS BODY, OR THE CUP HIS BLOOD, BUT ONLY
IN THE VERY HEART AND SOUL OF HIM WHO RECEIVETHTHEM."-HOOKER,
.E. P., book v., § 67.
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D.

Note 24, p. 118.
With regard to the early, or apostolical, Fathers, the following
quotation from Dean Goode is valuable.
" It is worthy of observation, that the word used to describe the
Levitical priests, l'p,ve, is never used in the New Testameut for the
ministers of Christ; but wherever it is used it is applied generally
to the whole body of believers.
Nor is the term so applied by the
apostolWal Fathers, or Justin Martyr. One passage only occurs in
their genuine remains that has ever been thought of as an instonce,
namely, in Ignatius (Ad. Philad. § 9), where Pearson, Smith, understand
it of Levitical priests, and in Jacobson's view rightly." Divine Rule
of Faith and Practwe, chap. viii., vo!. ii., pp. 166, 167. First Edition.
With regard to the later Fathers, the following extracts are of
interest.
" Although Augustine, and other of the ancient Fathers, call the
ministers of the New Testament, by the name of sacerdotal, and, i'p't~,
which signify the ministers of the Old Testament, yet the authority
of the Holy Ghost, making a perfIXt distinction between these two appellations and functions, ought to be of more estimation with us. The
Fathers were content to speak in Latin. and Greek, as the terms were
taken up by the common people newly converted ,from gentility.;
but yet they retained the difference of the sacrificing priesthood of the
one, and the ministerial office of the other. "-FULKE, Defence of the English
Translations of the Bible. Parker Society's Edition, p. 243.
"Nec vero de vocabulis dimicamus. Paulus generali appellatione
vocat ministros, doctores, pastores. In Scriptura N ovi Testamenti,
appellatio sacerdotum et sacerdctii, nusquam trilYuitur ministerio Nom
Testamenti. Sed Ecclesiasticorum Scriptorum usu invaluit, ministerium
vocari' sacerdotium,et ministros sacerdotes. Ita Chrysostomus
l'pwuVv'1V vocat, quidquid ad ministerium Novi Testamenti pertinet.
Augustinus de Civitate Dei, 1. 20, inquit: 'Episcopi et Presbyteri
proprie jam in Ecclesia Sacerdotes Testamento esse externum sacer'dotium, hoc est,' externum ministerium verbi et Sacramentorum,
sicut jam explicavocantur.' Si igitur hoc tantum vellent Pontificii, in
Novo Testamento esse externum sacerdotium, hoc est, externum
ministerium verbi et sacramentorum, sicut jam explicavimus, nulla
esset controversia, nec propter appellationem sacerdotii moverentur
turbre, modo res, qure verre et necessarire sunt, salvre essent."
CHEMNITIUS, Examen DIXretorum
Concilii Tridentini, Pars. ii.,
Locus xiii., § 1, cap, i.
"In spite of new and unscriptural forms of expression, and that
which the apostolical Fathers avoid-the direct and familiar applica.
tion of the Jewish titles to the Christian Orders-the whole context and
dlXlarations of the most illustrious Fathers of after times, when one
passage is compared with another, is irrIXDncilable with a Sacerdotal
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theory-I mean Sacerdotal, in the Romanist and popular sense of it,
as sole mediators and sacrificers."-GARBETT, Bampton Lectures, vo!. i.
p. 177.

ApPENDIX

E.

, Note 30, p. 120.

"I know not, indeed, how any man can read the Epistle to the
Hebrews, and persevere in maintaining such a notion as that which
we are here opposing.
" The apostle in that epistle seems with studied assidUity to impress
upon our minds the fact, that with us there' is but one sacrifice and
one Priest-a sacrifice all-prevalent for the full remission of sins, and
a Priest who, being eternal,' for ever liveth to present it, and make
intercession for us; and that, consequently, every true Christian has,
at all times, a Sacrifice and a Priest to present it for him to God, without
the intervention of, any other person or thing whatever.
" And further, we may remark, that St. Paul, when speaking of the
ministers of the Old and New Testoment, describes the former as 'they
which wait at the Altar,' and the latter as ' they which preach the Gospel';
A DISTINCTION VERY DIFFERENT TO WHAT HE WOULD HAVE DRAWN,
HAD' HE HELD THE VIEWS OF THE TRACTATORS."-GOODE, Divine Rule,

vo!. ii. p. 167.
APPENDIX

F.

Note 36, p. 121.
"The word priest, by popish abuse, is commonly taken for a
sacrificer, the same that sacerdos is in Latin. But the Holy Ghost
never calleth the ministers of the Word and Sacraments of the New
Testament iEp£i~, or sacerdotes. Therefore the translators, to make
a difference between the ministers of the Old Testament and them of
the New, calleth the one, according to the usual acceptation, priests,
and the other, according to the original derivation, elders. Which
distinction seeing the vulgar Latin text doth always rightly observe,
it is in favour of your heretical sacrificing priesthood, that you corruptly
translate sacerdos and presbyter always, as though they were all one,
a priest, as though the Holy Ghost had made that distinction in vain,
or that there was no difference between the priesthood of the New
Testament and the Old. The name of priest, according to the original
derivation from presbyter, we do not refuse: but according to the
common acceptation for a sacrificer we cannot take it, when it is
spoken of the ministry of the New Testament. And although many
of the ancient Fathers have abusively confounded the terms of
sacerdos and presbyter, yet that is no warrant for us to translate the
Scripture, and to confound that which we see manifestly the Spirit of
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God hath distinguished. For this cause we have translated the Greek
w~rd "pEU{3VTEpo" an elder, even as your Vulgar Latin Translator
doth divers times, as Acts xv. 22, Acts xx. 17, 1 Peter v. 1, and elsewhere.
calleth them seniores, or majores natu, which you commonly call the:
ancients or seniors, because you dare not speak English, and say 'the:
elders.' Neither is presbyter by ecclesiastical use so appropriated t<>
signify a priest, that you would always translate it so in the Old
Testament, where your Vulgar Translator useth it for a name of office
and government, and not for priest at any time. Neither do we always:
translate the Latin' word episcopus and diaconus for a bishop and a.
deacon, but sometimes for an overseer, as Acts xx., and a minister
generally,oftentimes."-FuLKE, De/ence 0/ the Translations 0/ the Holy
Ssriptures into the English Tongue. Parker Society's Edition, p. 109.

THE RIGHTEOUS COMING QUT OF TROUBLE.
" The righteous is delivered out 0/ trouble, and the wicked cometh in his
stead."-·PROVERBS xi. 8.
.

THE trouble brought for centuries upon the Church of God, by the
enmity and opposition of the Man of Sin, the Papacy-."That Wicked "is .such as never can be fully known on earth; and must be very great,
when the Spirit of Truth declares that in her, the Mother of Harlots
and Mystic Babylon, was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
and of all that were slain on the earth (Rev. xviii. 24).
These righteous slain opes, however, emerged out of all their
troubles at the time of their death; whether it were after prolonged
imprisonment, lingering torture, or being burnt at the stake, they
came out of great tribulation; they was!)ed their robes, soul and body,
in the blood of Christ, and are now with Him in His kingdom of glory
and perfect blessedness. Thus, out of the trouble, aflliction, and persecution inflicted by Papal Rome, God's Church is in due time delivered.
Mordecai, Esther, and the Jews had a time of great trouble while
Haman exercised influence, authority, and power; especially when his.
death-sentence hung over their heads, with only a brief space of time
between its proclamation and its execution. But we see, in this
instance, God delivering His own out of the trouble, and Haman,
rderred to by Queen Esther as "this wicked Haman "-a type, by
this very denomination, of the Man of Sin, that Wicked-coming in
his stead; 9f the very gallows prepared for Mordecai it was said,
." Hang him thereon." And this accords in the analogy with the doom
inflicted by God on the Man of Sin, in these words, "Reward her
even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according t()
her works; in the cup which she hath filled, fill to her double' (Rev.
xviii. 6). Well, then, is the Church of God warranted to look out in
these latter days, and see God's open judgments upon the Papacy:
" With thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked."
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We see the Word of God fulfilled to the very letter in France, now
hating the Harlot, stripping her of her endowments, and exercising
a burning indignation against her, making as little account of Popish
titles as she makes of the Pope's threats and fulminations.
Then again in the instance of Pharaoh and his treatment of the
seed of J acob. What trouble he brought on them with the burdens
he imposed! (Rome to the letter, laying heavy burdens of her vain
traditions on men-the burden of Confession to secure her worthless
absolution.) How God delivered His own Israel out of the trouble,
and out of the Red Sea, which threatened their very death and
destruction! And God brought Pharaoh and his host, their implacable, pursuing adversaries into their very stead, when they were gotten
into the channel of the Red Sea, and .the waters were turned in upon
them. Oh, how true and righteous are His judgmen.ts, and His ways;
both in grace and providence-past finding out! Alleluia! for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth !
Birkenhead.
G. A.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
SPEAKING at Wigton recently, the Bishop of Carlisle said he had no
respect, but rather scorn, for people who made any attemp~ to bring
back the doctrine of Transubstantiation to the Church of England
while knowing that it was contrary to the teaching and genius of our
Church.-The Committee of the Lord's Day Observance Society have
issued their fifteenth annual invitation ·to the clergy and Nonconformist
ministry, urging them to preach on the subject of Lord's Day observance
on the Sunday after Easter, or on any other which it may be found
advisable to substitute for it.--The Rev. Thomas Houghton, Incumbent of Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath, is delivering a course of
lectures on Sunday evenings on " The Old Theology," which is placed
in contrast \vith the so-called" New Theology" of Mr. Campbell of
the City Temple. Mr. Houghton is a faithful witness, waj;chman, and
pastor of souls.--The Sunday School Union has lately received two
legacies. One is under the will of the late Mr. Samuel Pratt, who leaves
one-quarter of his estate to the Union. The gross value is £3,000.
A legacy of £100 also comes from the late Mrs. Louisa Marie Taylor.-Mr. WaIter Walsh, writing in the English Churchman, says: '~I have
just been looking through the Official [Roman] Catholic Directory for
1907, published in Milwaukee, United States. It may be interesting
to note here some of the statistics which it gives to its readers. It is
claimed that the Roman Catholics of the United States now number
13,089,353, over whom there are placed 14 archbishops, 89 bishops,
15,093 priests, of whom 11,135 are secular and 3,958 are 'religious,'
i.e., monks. There are 12,148 churches. .Of the 'Religious' Orders,
the Jesuits number 987 priests, 742 scholastics, and 516 lay brothersor 2,245 in all."--The Congregational Union recently passed the
following resolution: "The Council desires to call the attention of His
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Majesty's Government to the rapid rate at which monastic and conventual establishments are increasing in this country. In the light of
the fact that these institutions are no longer strictly enclosed retreats,
but are to a large extent organized for educational, social, and industrial
work, the Council, whilst it would ·in no way restrict the legitimate
freedom of such bodies, would impress upon His Majesty's Government
that the ordinary law should apply to the enclosed convents, that they
should be open to inspection for sanitary and other reasonable purposes,
that private burial grounds within their precincts should be disallowed,
that all employment of labour as in convent laundries should be regulated by the Factory Acts, and that the convents should be required to
furnish proper statistics to the Registrar-General."-The Rev. James
Orrniston lately delivered at Brighton·a lecture in exposure of the
·ultra Roman teaching contained in the new Ritualistic compilation
<:alled " The English Hymnal."
A PRAYER TO THE THREE-ONE GOD.
(Selected from 24 Hymn Writers.)
GREAT Eternal of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,
Bounteous source of every joy
Let Thy praise my tongue employ.

(Mote.)
(Ryland.)
(Barbauld.)
(Bradford.)

Lead me all my journey through,
In the way that I should go ;
Thou my strong Protector be;
Still support and comfort me.

(Williams.)
(Fawcett.)
(Adams.)
(G. Wesley.)

Rock of ages, shelter me;
Set the burdened sinner free;
Thy blest image, Lord, impart,
To enrich my barren heart.

(Toplady.)
(Kelly.)
(Haweis.)
(Hart.)

Look with mercy from above;
All my guilty fears remove;
Do not turn away Thy face,
Full of beauty, truth, and grace.
Seal my soul for ever Thine,
o what peace will then be mine!
Shed the Saviour's love abroad,
Through the purchase of His blood.
All my darkness chase away;
Teach me truly how to pray;
Draw me to Thy lovely breast;
Bring the blessed gospel-rest.

(Parnell.)
(Stocker.)
(Newton.)
(Montgomery.)

Oct. 23rd, 1874.·

(Burnham.)
(Merrick.)
(Irons.)
(Row.)
(Hammond).
(H. Fowler.)
(Gadsby.)
(Berridge.)
ANON.
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AGED PILGRIMS' t, FRIEND
SOCIETY.
.,
>

By TH~ SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE inmates of the Camberwell Home spent a happy evening a few
weeks since as the guests of the Committee and Lady Visi tors. After
tea, at which many ftiends joined the company, a meeting was held,
presided over by Mr. Thomas Green, and profitable addresses were
given by Messrs. T. Carr, Savage, Randell, Collins, Dolbey, Boulden,
and other well-wishers. The Rev. Joseph Irons took the deepest
interest in this Home, and his memory will ever be cherished by those
upon whom the work now rests.
At, Hornsey Rise two distributions of dinners have taken place under
the management of the Lady Visitors, whose efforts for the comfort of
the 120 dwellers in this" peaceable habitation" are warmly appreciated.
Will our sympathizers kindly ~ake an 0l?portunity of visiting our
Homes ~ They would be heartily welcomed, and the aged' pilgrim1i
would be truly cheered by the conversation of Christian friends.
A lac-simile of the first Address issued by the Founders, in 1807,
has been prepared, and may be had post-free for twopence. It is an
interesting memento, and speaks for itself as to the object the young
people who drew it up had in view, and as to the spirit which animated
them-the constraining love of Christ. The Centenary Memorial Fund
is making steady progress, but the Committee would be thankful for
more voluntary helpers, in order that the results may be in some
measure commensurate with the needs of the Institution.
One hundred of the approved candidates have been placed on the
Five-guinea Pension, and the Committee are arranging for an election
of forty pensioners to Ten Guineas each, as a Centenary commemoration.
Ten will also be raised 'without election. Many generous supporters.
have recently passed away; every effort is being made to increase
the number of annual subscribers, 7s. entitling to one vote.
Old disciples are those whom the Society was formed to help.
Tottering down the hill of life, after a· weary and toilsome ascent, with.
scanty means, they often feel themselves left alone. Too advanced in
life to make new friendships-and none, even if they formed them,
would fill the place of old ones-they need the prompt; permanent,
apd regular assistance given by the outstretched hand of the Society.
With th'eir years failing, their strength impaired, and their loved .ones.
gone from their side, they lift up their eyes to their faithful Covenantkeeping God, and say, amid the slanting shadows, " But Thou art the
same, and Thy years shall not fail," and sing in the spirit of .the hymn:
I1

•

My Jesus, as Thpu wilt!
Oh may Thy will be mine;
Into Thy band of love,
1 would my all resign.
Straight to my borne above
I travel calmly on,
And sing in life or death
My Lord, Thy will be done."
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1lJaf3f3ing iEllentf3.
A MONTHLY

RECORD.

THE second session of the second Parliament of King Edward the
Seventh was opened by his Majesty, accompanied by Queen Alexandra,
on the 12th of February. The programme of Bills announced in the
Speech from the Throne suggests a very busy session, and among the
measures is one Which seriously suggests Home Rule, though, of course,.
not so named.
The Convocations of Canterbury and York have entered upon a
consideration of the recommendations made by the Royal Commission
on Disorders in the National Church. They are proceeding under the
authority of the Crown, which has granted the necessary licence" Letters of Business "-though, of course, the conclusions arrived at
by the Convocations have no statutory value. Parliament alone can
give legal effect to any alterations in the Prayer Book. The most
momentous issues are involved in a final decision, and prayer need be
fervently offered that the Protestant principles on which the Establish·
ment is built may be preserved uninjured, and that generations to
come may receive at our hands the inheritance of the Gospel of the
grace of God-pure and undefiled.

The Chaplain-General (Bishop Taylor-Smith) visited Lancashire
recently, under the auspices of the Camp Department of the Y.M.C.A.
Representatives of every Volunteer corps in Liverpool attended a
special service in St. Luke's Church. The Archdeacon of Liverpool
conducted the service, and a sermon by the Chaplain-General was
followed with marked attention by the large congregation of men. A
similar service was held in Preston Parish Church the following evening.
An influential and representative town's meeting was held in the Town
Hall, Liverpool, under the presidency of the Lord Mayor. The
Chaplain-General said he highly appreciated what was being so admirably done in the Y.M.C.A. marquees. These canvas clubs were homes
from home, and they brought before many young men in camp for the
first time an outline of a manly Christian life which they could pencil in
for themselves. This work must grow, because it was for the welfare
of their fellow-men and the glory of God. Archdeacon Madden, Sir
Edward Russell, Mr. John Lea (an ex-Lord Mayor), Colonel Whitney,
and Mr. C. J. Proctor also commended the camp work of the Y.M.C.A.
A letter appealing for financial support for the movement, and signed
by the Lord Mayor, is being extensively circulated in and around
Liverpool.
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There is a total of 325 medical missionaries more or less connected
with Britain. Large numbers from non-British Churches are in the
Mission field; for instance, the Presbyterian Church of the Northern
States of America have nearly one hundred qualified medical missionaries. Distributing as far as possible those among the British Churches,
the Presbyterians send 119, and the Church of England 114, t4e Congregationalists 39, the different branches of the Methodists 26, and
the Baptists 19.
The following interesting information has just been published. It
seems that during the first half of 1906 the Russian Jews emigrating to
Palestine amounted to 1,747, whereas the number for the whole year
1905 was only 1,222, which indicates a very la~ge increase. Meantime,
in Russia itself it is interesting to note that an unusually large number
of Jews have lately been settling in Cracow, close to the Austrian
frontier, which place is becoming more and more a centre for refugees.

We regret that, through oversight, we have not chronicled the
interesting presentation made recently to our dear friend the Rev.
A. J. Baxter, who for many years ably edited The Gospel Advocate.
At the close of the usual service held at his chapel, Eastbourne, an
illuminated address and a cheque for £230 were handed to the Pastor
in celebration of 50 years' work as a faithful minister of the Gospel of
the grace of God. Gifts were, on the occasion, also presented to Mrs.
and Miss Baxter. Various speakers bore testimony to the fidelity of
the Pastor to Covenant truth, and a suitable reply was made by Mr.
Baxter, who, for the encouragement of young men, incidentally observed
that though he had not enjoyed the advantages granted to some men,
he had acquired by private study such an acquaintance with the Holy
Scriptures in Hebrew, Chaldee, and Greek as to read them in those
languages. We sincerely congratulate our dear friend on the occasion
of his ministerial jubilee, and trust he may long be spared to the Church
of God on earth.
There was a crowded attendance at the second great Temperance
Meeting of last month in the Colston Hall, Bristol. The breaking-up of
the first one had rallied the Temperance party, and, notwithstanding the
presence of many hundreds of opponents, who had come intentionally
to disturb the meeting, order was preserved. The Bisliop of Bristol
presided, and both sides acknowledge that had it not been for his
urbanity and tact it would have been impossible to hold the meeting.
Sir T. P. Whittaker,M.P., and Mr. H. Vivian, M.P., were the chief
speakers. The resolution endorsing the policy of the Temperance
Legislation League was carried by a very large majority.

•

192

The Gospel Magazine.
PASSING AWAY.

" THE fashion of this world passeth away." It is a fashion, it is but
a fashion, and then it "passeth away." Indeed they do pass away,
experience showeth that they pass even like a river, the water passeth
away, it g?es, and goeS along, but it never comes; ~o the things of
this world, they pass away, but they never come again; they vanish
away, and we pass away with them, too. Even as nien in a ship,
whether they eat, or drink, or sleep, or walk, the ship goeth, and they
go with it. So it is in this world'; whether we eat, or drink, or sleep,
we pass away to death. Eyery day take~ a part of our life away,
and every day we live we live a day less: it is gone and past, and never
returns again, as water, when it is gone; and whether we walk or do
any thing, the" time passeth." While you hear, and while I speak,
" the tinie passeth," and never returns again; so the " fashion of this
world passeth away." All'things are passing here. Goods that are
not stable, we say they are movables, and indeed those things that we call
immovables are movables; all pass away. Heaven and earth will
pass away ere long, and there will be a new heaven and a new earth.
Kingdoms pass away, and kings pass away, and states pass away.
What is become of Rome? What is become of Jerusalem? What
is become of Babylon, and all those goodly cities? All have "passed
away"; they are all gone. This experience speaks, as well as divinity.
Now the ground of all this is, not only the nature of things. All things
are made of nothing, being therefore subject to fall to their first
principles again. That is the fundamental reason why things may
be movable, "and pass away." But that they are so, is it not a
sUfficient reason? For God might have suspended the mutability
of things, if He would, as the heavenly angels are mutaple, because
they are created, but God hath suspended their mutability world
without end; and therefore it is not sufficient that all things .are of
nothing, it shows that of theniselves they may turn to nothing
indeed.-Sibbes.

BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT: WHAT'IT IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT.
By Rev. JAMES LAST, Littlehampton. London: Arthur H.
Stockwell, 6 and 7, Creed Lane, Ludgate Hill, KC.).
This twelve·page tract contains some profitable thoughts on a great
subject, and we agree with the author when he observes: "Our
experiences in the spiritual life must be brought into line with the
standard-the Word of God-and when they cannot be found to have
a basis therein, we may be certain that they are of an illusory character,
without solid foundation."

