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DIVINE FRIENDSHIP.
" And he was called the Friend 01 GOd."-JAMES ii. 23.

THE patriarch ABRAHAM is dignified in the-Scriptures as the great
exemplar of faith in GOD, and so he is called "the father of the
faithful," or, believing ones.
How truly wonderful is the condescension of the MOST HIGH
GOD in accounting as a "friend" one of ADAM'S apostate seed!
The original word "friend " signifies a person loving, or beloved,
with peculiar and distinguishing regard; and ELLICOTT, in his
commentary on the passage, points out that the term "friend of
God" is to be understood as " Amatus a Deo-beloved 01 Him, not
the friend to God, nor lover 01 Him, as some have hastily imagined."
We agree in this opinion. It was wholly by fJ"Me that the quondam
idolater of Ur of the Chaldees came to be a believer in the Living
and True GOD. JEHOVAH was in no sense a debtor to the Bon of
TERAH. "I called Abraham alone, and blessed him, and increased
him." (Isa. li. 2). ABRAHAM, as a sinner, was justified before GOD
by faith alone, and his obedience to the will of GOD was his justification before men. His faith was a living and true faith, and
therefore the works which it brought forth were vital, not" dead "
works. He was approved of GOD and honoured of men, for" when
a man's ways please the LORD, He maketh even his enemies to be
at peace with him" (Prov. xvi. 7).
9
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It is a striking fact than no fewer than three times the distinctive
title of GOD'S "Friend" is recorded of the Patriarch in Scripture.
Tbus-" The seed of ABRAHAM Thy Friend" (2 Chron. xx. 7);
"The seed of ABRAHAM, My Friend" (Isa. xli. 8); and" He was
called The Friend of God" (James ii. 23). Surely this is suggestive
of the Divine privileges pertaining to faith, and that, be it remembered, not to the faith of ABRAHAM only, but also to that of all
his spiritual seed, for it is written, "If ye be CHRIST'S, then are ye
ABRAHAM'S seed, and heirs according to the promise"; and, again,
" Know ye therefore that they which are of faith are blessed with
faithful ABRAHAM" (Gal. iii. 9, 29). The LORD JESUS impreased
this precious truth graciously upon His disciples when He said,
" Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends: for all things
that I have heard of My FATHER I have made known unto you"
(John xv. 15). His atoning sacrifice comes between them, as
transgressors, and their GOD, making reconciliation for their
iniquities, and securing, by the regeneration of the SPIRIT, their
transformation from a condition of rebellion into one of filial
subjection to the will of the Father. Enemies, by nature, grace
has made them" dear children," and the indwelling SPIRIT bears
them witness to that effect. "And you that were sometime alienated,
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He
reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you
unblamable and unreprovable in His sight; if ye continue in the
faith grounded and settled, and be not removed away from the
hope of the Gospel which ye have heard" (Col. i. 21-23). All the
relations subsisting between GOD and His children are based on
Divine friendship - a friendship whose inspiration is one of
Divine love.
That is a distinguishing title of JEHOVAH in the Scriptures which
proclaims Him "The GOD of ABRAHAM" (Matt. xxii. 32). It
implies a Covenant relationship, and certifies the unalterable truth
that He is peculiarly the GOD of believers, and that they are
peculiarly His. As one of the old Puritan divines has written:
"In the Covenant, GOD is ours, and we are His (Jer. xxxi. 3, and
xxxii. 38, 39; Zec. xiii. 9). He maketh over H1'mself to us quantus
quantus est, as great as He is; and so, by an entire resignation.

The Gospel Magazine.

131

we are given up to Him. The Covenant is like a conjugal contract,
and may be illustrated by that of the prophet (Hosea. iii. 3), Thou shalt be for me, and I will be for thee.' GOD maketh over
HimBelf and all IIis power and mercy to us, so that no dispensation
cometh to us but in the way of a blessing; if it be even so common
a mercy as rain, ' the min shall be a rain of blessing' (Ezek. xxxiv.
26); 80 we give up ourselves to GOD, even to the lowest interest
and enjoyment: upon the horse· bells then shall be written
'HolineB8 to the LORD' (Zec. xiv. 20); all is consecrated." Th'e
ties of Covenant friendship between GOD and His dear people
include the interchange of holy confidences. Thus JEHOVAH is
represented as saying within Himself-" Shall I hide from ABRAHAM
that thing which I do; seeing that ABRAHAM shall surely become
a great and mighty nation, and all the nations in the earth shall be
blessed in him 1 For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of
the LoRD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring
upon ABRAHAM that which He hath spoken of him" (Gen. xviii.
17-19). Verily, JEHOVAH would not hide from His "friend"
ABRAHAM the counsels and purposes of His grace, but would reveal
to him the secrets of His Covenant and take him into His Divine
confidence. As wrote the prophet AMOS long subsequently, "Surely,
the LORD GOD will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto
His servants the prophets" (Amos iii~ 7). And through His
prophets the FATHER makes known to all His family His loving
thoughts toward them in CHRIST. "Having made known unto us
the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He
hath purposed in Himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness
of times, He might gather together in one all things in CHRIST, both
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him in Whom
also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according
to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel of
His own will; that we should be to the praise of His glory, who
first trusted in CHRIST" (Eph. i. 9-12). The HOLY SPIRIT, Who
dwells in all believers, dwel]s there as " the SPIRIT of REVELATION"
(Eph. i. 17), and there glorifies CHRIST by taking of the things
that are His and making them known and understood by His
., brethren." There is a mutual interchange of spiritual secrets
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between GOD and His friends. He opens to them His deep and
precious thoughts as they lie on His bosom, and they on their part
enjoy " boldness and acceSB with confidence by the faith of Him "
(Eph. iii. 12). Their afflictions, distresses, fears, temptatiollB, and
travails they freely pour into His ear, knowing that He enters
tenderly and compassionately into them all, and will certainly
show Himself the FATHER that pitieth His children and remembe1'8
that they are dust. The grace of holy "boldness" (Heb. x. 19)
enables the friends of GOD to utter all their minds with liberty of
speech. Things which concern the saints-either great or smallare the subjects of privileged converse in "the secret place of the
MOST HIGH." It is written of the fellowship of GOD and MOSES" And the LORD spake unto MOSES face to face, as a man speaketh
unto his friend" (Exod. xxxiii. 11). That intimate commwllon took
place when the Cloudy Pillar descended from heaven, and stood at
the door of the Tabernacle, and "MOSES entered into the Tabernacle " (Exod. xxxiii. 9). Face to face and heart to heart is fulnoos
of bliss when there is perfect correspondency of will and affection.
An old writer somewhere remarks: "True friendship is built upon
likeness and consent of wills. GOD and the soul willeth the same
thing-holiness as the means, and GOD'S glory as the end: 'ye are
My friends if ye do whatsoever I command you' (John xv. 14) ;
to do otherwise is but false, glavering [flattering] affection. It is
the commendation of Ephesus-' Thou hatest the deeds of the
Nicolaitanes, which I also hate' (Rev. ii. 6). No friendship like
that where we love and hate the same things, to hate what GOD
hateth, and love what GOD loveth. ' Do not I hate them, 0 LoRD,
that hate Thee 1 and am I not grieved with those that rise up
against Thee 1 ' "
This Divine Friendship between GOD and the saints is productive
of UllBpeakable pleasure in both. The Church of GOD is oalled
"HEPHZI-BAH "-My delight is in her-" for JEHOVAH delighteth
in thee"; and in the Song of SOLOMON the BRIDEGROOM is heard
to exclaim admiringly of her, "How fair and how pleasant art
thou, 0 love, for delights" (Song vii. 6). Nothing serves to distress
a child of GOD more than a sense of broken fellowship with his
LORD. When earthly things obtrude themselves on his notice,
and he becomes ellBn6red by them, thereby losing sweet enjoyment
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of communion with Him Who is precious, Whom his" soulloveth,"
he mourns bitterly his loss and hastens to the Mercy-seat, there to
confess his sin, to seek the gracious renewal of former mercies,
and the restoration of holy gladness and joy. Within the veil only
can those Covenant privileges be found. There alone is the
"hidden manna" communicated by the well-filled hand of the
GREAT HIGH PRIEST. And when once more the exercised Boul
hears the comforting tones of the voice of her BELOVED, it is in
such welcome words as these, "Eat, 0 friends, drink, yea, drink
abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song v. 1).
What tongue can tell the blessedness of being numbered, through
free and sovereign grace, with the "friends" of GOD-His sons
and daughters! Terms of inalienable friendship, secured by the
blood of the everlasting Covenant, warrant the humblest and
meanest of believers in the LORD J ES US CHRIST to exclaim
adoringly and praisefully-even at his worst times-" My
BELOVED is mine, and I am His!" The inexhaustible wealth
of salvation is treasured up in that one declaration of the
Divine lips-" I will be their GOD, and they shall be My people"
(Jer. xxxi. 33). Oh for that sufficient grace of the HOLY SPIRIT
which enables the heirs of such an inheritance to live as becomes
so exalted a dignity and distinction as that of being the FRIENDS
of GOD, and to "walk in the steps of that faith of our father
ABRAHAM, which he had, being yet uncircumcised" (Rom. iv. 12).
Oh, for that spirit of pure worship which breathes so melodiously
throughout the eighteenth century lines of Thomas Ollivers, the
sacred poet of Wales :The God of Abraham praise
Who reigns enthroned above,
Ancient of everlasting days
And God of love!
Jehovah, great I AM!
By earth and heaven confessed ;
I bow, and bless the sacred Name,
For ever blest!
The God of Abraham praise,
At whose supreme command,
From earth I rise, and seek the joys
At His right hand;
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I all on earth forsake,
Its wisdom, fame, and power;
And Him my only portion make,
My shield and tower.
The God of Abraham praise,
Whose all-sufficient grace
Shall guide me all my happy days
In all His ways;
He calls a worm His friend,
He calls Himself my God!
And He shall save me to the end,
Through Jesus' blood.
He by Himself hath sworn,
I on His oath depend;
I shall, on eagles' wings upborne,
To heaven ascend;
I shall behold His face,
I shall His power adore,
And sing the wonders of His grace
For evermore!
Though nature's strength decay,
And earth and hell withstand,
To Canaan's bounds I urge my way
At His command;
The watery deep I pass
With Jesus in my view,
And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.
The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest;
A land of sacred liberty,
And endless rest;
There milk and honey flow;
And oil and wine abound;
And trees of life for ever grow,
With mercy crowned.
There dwells the Lord our King,
The Lord our Righteousness I
Triumphant o'er the world and sin,
The Prince 01 Peace;
On Zion's sacred height
His kingdom still maintains;
And glorious with His saints in light
Iror ever reigns I
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He keeps His own secure,
He guards them by His side,
Arrays in garments white and pure
His spotless Bride;
With streams of sacred bliss,
With groves of living joys,
With all the fruits of Paradise,
He still supplies.
Before the Great Three-One
They all exulting stand,
And tell the wonders He hath dOM
Through all their land;
The listening spheres attend,
And swell the growing fame;
And sing in songs which never end,
The wondrous Name.
The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing.;
And" Holy, holy, holy," cry,
" Almighty King!
Who was and is ·the same,
And evermore shall be;
Jehovah, Father, great 1 Am,
We worship Thee."
Before the Saviour's face
The ransomed nations bow,
O'crwhelmed at His almighty grace
For ever new;
He shows His prints of love;
They kindle to a flame,
And sound through all the world above,
The slaughtered Lamb.
The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high,
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! "
They ever cry:
Hail, Abraham's God, and mine
(I join the heavenly lays)
All might and majesty are Thine,
And endless praise! .
" I will sing of the mercies of the

LORD

for ever" (Ps. lxxxix. 1)
THE EDITOR.
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DEPTHS.
" & He led them through the depths."-PsALM cvi. 9.
THE inspired Psalmist has said, "The sea is His, and He made it."
Verily, it is His-every billow and ripple of it. And it also is His
obedient servant. For" He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy
wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof." He" made" it; and
He can also unmake it. The authoritative "hush!" of His lips
is enough. It was when His disciples were exceedingly fearful
in a terrific tempest on the Sea of Galilee that Jesus, in the majesty
of His power, uttered the sovereign word, "Hush, be still! "-and
there instantly followed "a great calm." So also the troubled
waters of His providence which, at times, sorely exercise the faith
of His people, are subject to His supreme will, and are set bounds
which they are not able to pass. Not the most trivial incident
can occur in the voyage of a believer across life's ocean from which
the ordaining, controlling, and effecting hand of the Almighty One
is absent. He holds the waters in the hollow of His hand. When on
earth He illustrated His sovereignty over the deep by trampling
its proud waves under His feet. The swellings of the angry waters
which affrighted His beloved followers had no terrors for Him.
They rose and fell at His pleasure. Thus the affiictions of the
righteous, which are many, are regulated in their coming, continuance, and termination by His holy will. The troubles of the
righteous have no caprice or chance associated with them. They
all have been divinely thought out, and arranged so as to yield
a full measure of glory to God and of spiritual profit to those who
are exercised by them. We are not able, alas, to realise this great
truth at all times; but the truth remains uninfluenced, notwith.
standing our infirmities of understanding and of faith.
It is also well to remember that while there are depths of tribula·
tion appointed for God's people to pass through, there are likewise
compensating depths of mercy prepared for them; and as surely as
they are called upon to experience one, they will not in any wise
lack the other. "Deep calleth unto deep." The depths of affiiction
are answered by the depths of consolation. The one, indeed, is
decreed for the other, just as the sun was created for the purpose
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of ruling the day, and the moon was created to rule the night.
The one needs the other. That law of necessity is, moreover,
traceable in all God's works and ways. Indeed, it may be said,
with all reverenoe, that when onoe God was pleased to reveal His
purposes and to make known His promises-in His written WordHe voluntarily placed Himself under obligations which make their
performance a moral necessity. He, of course, cannot forego His
own truthfulness and faithfulness. A simple illustration of this
important fact may here be cited from Scripture. It is the case
of Jesus fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy concerning Himself
as the predicted Messiah. The prophet Zechariah, upwards of five
hundred years before the Virgin birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, had
been inspired by the Holy Ghost to write thus :-" Rejoice greatly,
o daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem; behold,
thy King cometh unto thee; He is just, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass "
(Zech. ix. 9). Now, when Jesus, on His last journey from the
country to Jerusalem, drew near to the Holy City, it will be
remembered that He sent two of His disciples to an adjacent village,
saying, "Go your way into the village over against you: and as
soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never
man sat; loose him, and bring him." They found even as He had
said. Now, why did Jesus act thus? Why, simply because the
Word of His Father might not be broken! His Father had stated
in His written Word that the lowliness of the promised Saviour
should be publicly proclaimed thus, and the necessity of truth
demanded that the Son-to Whom had been committed the
fulfilment of the Scriptures-should honour the sacred records
in even the smallest details. Those records were binding, and are
to-day binding, on Him Who voluntarily enrolled them. Not a
tittle of them can fail, for they are guaranteed by the fidelity of the
God of eternal truth. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
My words shall not pass away" (Matt. xxiv. 35). Thus it is that
faith in the promises of the everlasting Covenant is assured and
sealed. Whosoever believes, on the sole ground that He Who
made the exceeding great and precious promises "cannot lie,"
will never be put to confusion, whatever Satan and present circumstances may urge to the contrary. The God of the Word of promise
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is superior to all circumstances, and, as to the Devil, the "dUBt"
of disappointment and defeat is decreed to be his meat" all the
days of his life" (Gen. iiL 14).
The necessities of the Lord's dear people are among the
" circumstances" which bind our God to His Word. If not a
sparrow fall to the ground without our heavenly Father, His own
children, surely, have nothing to fear from hell, the world, and
death. "All things are yours" is the declaration of God's unalterable Word to every gracious believer in the Lord JesUB Christand more than that cannot be asserted, even by the Most High
Himself !
Thus, then, let the redeemed, afflicted, tempted, and trembling
followers of Christ crucified be of good cheer. If present affiictioDB
abound, the consolations of the Sure Word of grace and truth
superabound. The "needs" of the saints and their Saviour
co-operate mutually, as the late Doctor HoratiUB BonaI' has
graciously traced in his very striking verses :Jesus, Thou needest me,
Even me, Thou Light divine;
o Son of God, Thou needest me,
Thou needest sins like mine.
Thy fulness needs my want,
Thy wealth my poverty;
Thy healing skill my sickness needs,
Thy joy my misery.
Thy strength my weakness needs,
Thy grace my worthlessness;
Thy greatness needs a worm like me
To cherish and to bless !
This evil, froward soul
Needeth a love like Thine;
A love like Thine, 0 loving Christ,
Needeth a soul like mine.
Thy fulness, Son of God,
Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, 0 Thou glorious One,
Seeketh its rest in me.
It was Thy need of me
That brought Thee from above;
It is my need of Thee, 0 Lord,
That draws me to Thy love.
Clilton.

J.

o.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me."-IsA. xlix. 23.

OUR subject at this time, dear reader, is waiting for mercy, coupled
with the promise to all such that wait for their God-that they shall
not be disappointed in their hope. And meanwhile. the Holy Spirit
declares, "Blessed are all they that wait for Him" (Isa. xxx. 18).
Under this consideration I have been led to think of some of the postures
in Holy Scripture as setting forth the waiting for mercy in the hearts
of His sin-convinced, forgiven, and blessed children, when Jesus was
upon earth. May the Holy Spirit instruct, and bless our meditation
at this time, that the message be not in vain, and that" the children"
may find their " meat" and due portion.
Let us look first at that poor woman (Luke vii. 36-50) "who was a
sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house,
who brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at His feet behind
Him weeping." Oh! how beautiful is this touching record of a poor,
guilty, outcast sinner! For such she felt herself to be. It reminds us
of the woman in the pressing throng, who said within herself, "If I may
but touch thc hem of His garment, I shall be whole." She came behind
Him. No man perceived what Omniscience saw; none of that throng,
pressing for very eagerness, and it may be for curiosity and captiousness,
touched Him as faith did in that poor downcast, suffering one! She
was content if to touch the hem of His garment only; and this
poor woman in Simon's house wants but to wash His feet. "She
stood at His feet behind Him weeping." It was her tears that washed
His blessed feet, and those, too, of deep contrition for sin. Was it
that she saw in that holy, harmless, sinless One a perfection, such a
perfectly marked-off antithesis to sin, that melted her ~ Was it
what He was saying ~ Was it a view of the Undefiled, or some tender
word of mercy that was falling from His blessed lips, tnat moved her to
these tears of contrition ~ She had watched her opportunity, doubtless.
The doors are always open in the East, that all may come in and out.
How different the motive of this poor sinner to that of the proud, selfrighteous Pharisee who had invited Jesus ! He, for ostentation or subtle
curiosity. She drew near for her soul's dire need, and for saving mercy
where mercy alone was to be found. She stood, denoting subjection-and she stood behind Jesus, feeling her utter unworthiness. It was selfabhorrence on account of her sin. Broken-hearted and broken down
under the far-reaching heart of mercy in Jesus the Friend of sinners,
something drew her. Sin is a heavy load upon conscience. Some
feel it more and some less, but one and all are taught that they have
" nothing to pay," so that they can only do as this poor hell-deserving
woman did-come to Jesus for mercy.
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"Mercy is welcome news indeed
To those who guilty stand;
Wretches that feel what help they need
Will bless the helping hand.
" No reckoning can we rightly keep,
For who the sum can know?
Some souls are fifty pieces deep,
And some five hundred owe.
" But let our debts be what they may,
However great or small,
As soon as we have nought to pay,
Our Lord forgives them all."
She did not comprehend it then, perhaps; but there was faith, even if
it were so small as a grain of mustard-seed-faith in the heart of this
dear woman. For it drew her to One Who alone could help. It
gave her a right to be there, though despised by the self-righteous
Simon: "This man, if He were a prophet, would have known who
and what manner of woman this is that toucheth Him; for she is a
sinner." Faith must have a warrant, and consequently will never be
disappointed of her hope. Says our text, " They shall not be ashamed
that wait for Me." And if you, my dear reader, feel very much like
this poor woman, longing, crying, agonizing for mercy, and yet fearing
to presume, and can only stand behind Him and weep your tears of
penitence there, you will sooner or later hear His words of pardoning
love and mercy: "Wherefore I say unto her, her sins, which are many,
are forgiven; ~or she loved much; but to whom little is forgiven, the
same loveth little. And He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven thee.
. . . Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace."
"Behold," says the Psalmist, "as the eyes of servants look unto
the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand
of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until that He
have mercy upon us (Ps. cxxiii. 3).
Take now another posture of Holy Scripture-that of Mary of Bethany
in her sorrow, when Jesus arrived at the house of mourning. Her
sister Martha had gone out to meet Jesus, exclaiming, "Lord, if 'I'hou
hadst been here my brother had not died." Mary was then sitting
still in the house, bowed in her sorrow; but so soon as her sister tells
her" The Master is come and calleth for thee," she rises to meet Him,
and" when Mary was come to the place where Jesus was, and saw Him,
she fell down at His feet; saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been
here a brother of mine had not died," for such is the point of the text.
She fell down at His feet in sorrow and humility, and worship! It
was a just acknowledgment of Jesus and His Divine ways. She
sorrowed, and sorrowed intensely, yet she cast herself at the feet of
Him Who could do no wrong, and Who alone could help and comfort
her. It is the posture of yearning faith and confident hope which
cries, "Thou must save, and Thou alone." He sees the weeping eyes, the
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sorrow-stricken heart, and the desire of faith as she speaks within the
soul. "I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear
me " (Micah vii. 7), and God's salvation shall be as surely revealed to
your waiting soul as Mary who saw God's salvation in the power of her
resurrected brother.
"Thine eyes shall surely see,
No distant date nor dim,
The Lord thy God arise for Thee:
, Wait patiently for Him.' "
And ere we leave the subject of Mary before us, we have two other
postures as related in her history. Turn to John xii. 3: "Then took
Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair, and the house was filled
with the odour of the ointment." She would kneel in humble, grateful
servitude to perform this act, which was to become a memorial act, as
to her having done it "against the day of My burying," as Jesus said,
when the disciples would have had her rebuked for" this waste." Ah!
she saw no waste in this act of loving service to her Lord. The Passover
was at hand. The true antitype of the Paschal lamb was to suffer,
and the things concerning Him were soon to have" an end." Therefore said Jesus, "Let her alone; against the day of My burying hath
she kept this." Beloved, let us seek, like Mary, more frequently to
evidence our heart's love and devotion to our Lord, by anointing the
feet of some of His members. "I have given you an example," said
Jesus, on the occasion of His having washed His disciples' feet, and
"ye ought to wash one another's feet." This was Mary, too, who sat
at Jesus' feet (Luke x. 39). Blessed posture, this! It bespoke an
obedient heart, a longing for communion, a willingness to be taught,
a close friendship. It reminds one of that passage, "Then went king
David in and sat before the Lord." Oh! surely the heart must be a
united, and not a divided heart, when the child of God thus appears
before Him. In obedience and readiness to learn, to "hear what
God the Lord will speak." To be satisfied only when there; to
be ready to catch the words that fall from the Master's lips, and to
" learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of heart."
Those who sit much at Jesus' feet are presently found, like the
beloved and favoured John, leani'IUJ upon Jesus' breast. Have you
leant there, dear reader? Have you heard the beatings of His
heart of love, so to speak? Have you been told some of those
secrets which He divinely imparts to those who are in close
fellowship and friendship with Him? You remember when
Jesus told His disciples at the last Paschal feast that one of them
should betray Him, "His disciples looked one upon another, doubting
of whom He spoke." And it was deputed by them that the favoured
disciple John should be the one to ask the question, " Lord, who is it? "
John" was leaning on Jesus' bosom," and he it was "whom Jesus
loved." Oh, may grace exeroise our hearts, that we, too, covet earnestly
thooe best gifts, these choicest privileges, these richest portions! Let
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us, now we have entered upon another year, be found waiting at mercy's
gate-waiting for the Lord (Ps. xxvii. 14), though He seem to tarrywaiting patiently for His appearing (Ps. xxxvii. 7), waiting quietly
(Lam. iii. 26), waiting obediently, and waiting continually (lIos. xii. 6),
and we shall prove, according to His own Word: "So the poor of the
flock, that waited upon me, knew that it was the word of the Lord"
(Zech. xi. ll).
Yes, John leaned upon Jesus' bosom; and so was the Church seen
by the inspired penman, " coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon
her Beloved." Blessed posture! leaning on the strong Beloved of her
soul, and her back towards the wilderness, slighting the things that
are seen and temporal, and reaching forward to eternal realities and
everlasting joy. All her weight upon Him! All her person supported
by His strength and all her way guided and guarded and led by her
beloved Hnsband, her Responsible Onc, her EI-Shaddai, her Ishi!
Fearless thus she moves along. Preservcd from all hurtful and destroying
enemies, she pursues her way" in perfect peace," her mind and heart
stayed upon Jehovah-Jesus. the Rock of Ages. "Leaning on Jesus
all the way," she treads her path homeward, and finds swcet communion and heart-to-heart fellowship.
True, it is ofttimes in heaviness now, and under cloudy dispensations,
that the Church of God moves along. Clogged and weighted by sin,
she is sore let and hindered, and her hope declines and comfort8
ofttimes languish, till she fears that after all she will make shipwreck
and fail at last. But it will be leaning still, leaning all the way-hanging on to Omnipotence, relying upon the Divine Word, which can never
falter nor fail. "Hath He not said, and will He not do it 1" We
walk by faith and not by sight, and hence we only" know in part."
" Our life hath broken circles here,
The glory doth not yet appear;
As only half of God's fair bow
Is visible to man below.
Behind the clouds the colours meet;
Full-orbed hereafter shall be shown
The Covenant of Love complete,
A 'rainbow round about the throne.'''
Evening and morning make up our life here. Day is succeeded by
night; darkness and light alternate, and not the one without the
other. The winter's frost is as neccssllry 811 tlH' lIummer's sun, and the
revolving seasons all have their appoint('d IIrrvice. So it is in the
spiritual life of every believer. Cloud and sunshine, storm and
calm, all must come and do their nrroinl.'rl work at His bidding and
accomplish His purpose in and f(f till. In Ih(· end we shall see how
perfectly lIe led us, how all thingll Wl~rl' lTlaking for that ultimate good
which He was intent, upon bringin~ \111,1111(1 that unfailing was His loVl'.
unerring WllS His wisdom, which gll\'(' 1H11l1l t,hat seemed so againllt, 1111.
Was Simron dillllppointl'd of hill hopl'? Nay, his eycs saw (lOO'1I
II11lvntion in till'. Pl'TSOIl of th(l pret:iou8 babe of BethlehrJll WIlII
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Anna disappointed, who also coming into the Temple" at that instant,"
likewise was enal>lcu to glory in God's salvation 1 Was Joseph of
Arimathea " who also waited for the consolation of Israel" 1 Are any
{)f God's children disappointed of their hope 1 But contrariwise, shall
not each waiting heart presently say as He appears, "Lo this is our
God; we have waited for Him. He will save us," May" the Lord
direct your hel\rlll into the love of God and into the patient waiting for
Christ," and you shall prove, dear child of God, in all your dow1l8etting
and uprising, in your battles and in your days of peace, in your moments
of calm communion and your" great fight of affliction," in your sorrows
as in your joys, in your thorny way or your path by the still waters,
how true Hr is to His Word of Promise, " They shall not be ashamed
t1wt wait lor Me."
R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(SONG OF SOLOMON ii. 4.)
" HE brought me to the banqueting house; and His banner over me
was love." He brought me! I cannot come of myself. I am afraid
to come by reason of my transgression of His holy Covenant, and
because of the majesty of the King. He deals in grace with me, even
when I look for chastening for my many iniquities. " He brought me
into His banqueting house; and His banner over me was love." There
I feasted on the memorials of my Saviour's dying love to sinners-to
such a sinner as I am, and hope to be, till I reach our Father's many
mansions above. "My Beloved spake, saying, Open to Me, My sister,
My love, My dove, My undefiled." How could it be "My sister,"
unless I were born of God? " My love." I think it is Frances Ridley
Havergal that says, "I would not wish to contradict the great King.
I am that thou pleaseth to say that I am." There is nothing of the
dove in me. I lack meekness very much. These musings reminded
me that the Divine Spirit is denominated the heavenly Dove.
Naturally, therefore, it means one born of the Spirit-a son of God, an
heir, yea, " joint-heir with Christ!" " My undefiled." How perfect
must be the washing, for I am defiled all over by sin. Sometimes He
will Bay to me, " Bread corn, is bruised." "But He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed"
(18a. liii. 5). And it leads me to think of the stripes-" by Whose
stripes we are healed." Sometimes He speaks to me in low accents
of IOVl~, speaking to my heart. "The Lord hath appeared of old unto
me, saying, Yca, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). The" drawing" provl's the constraint to come. I am never satisfied with that
communion in which He is silent to me. "Unto Thee will I cry, 0
Lord my Rock; be not silent to me: lest, if Thou be silent to me, I
become like them that go down into the pit" (Psa. xxviii. 1).
Leicester.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXXI.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.

(Continued from page 82.)
IN the sermon on the mount our blessed Lord has first shown the
character of that new dispensation, which He had come to establish,
by the reversal of the ancient voices of Ebal and Gerizim (St. Luke vi.
20-26), and by preferring the blessings to the woes uttered against
the disobedient and sinful. In these beatitudcs it is declared that the
Gospel is a kingdom of grace within, spiritual, therefore, in its whole
tendency, and only to be received by the quickening operation of God,
the Holy Ghost, in the soul. Thus early is the Divine seal set by the
lips of God Incarnate upon experimental or heart-religion, as contrasted
with that religion of form and external observance, with its consent to
the letter, which was the distinctive peril of the earlier Sinaitic Covenant,
imposed, as that Covenant had been, nationally upon the people under
a certain conditional character.
[St. Paul, therefore, follows in the footsteps of his blessed Master's
teaching when he insists upon the distinction between the visible and
invisible Church, between the power and the form, the soul living in
grace and faith and the soul dead in name and profession: "For he
is not a Jew which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision
which is outward in the flesh. But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly"
(of" the Israel of God," Gal. vi. 16), " and circumcision is of the heart,
in the spirit and not in the letter" (Rom. ii. 28, 29; comp. Rom. i~.
6-8, and 2 Cor. iii. 6). Only, dispensationally, there is this ditTert'Dc(
to be remembered: in the congregation of God's ancient people there
was not only a visible, containing an invisible Church, but that very
visible Church was itself typical of the Church which is, and always was,
as only certainly known to God-invisible-the Church of the election
of grace.]
Further, the scope and province of the Law is so relieved by our
Lord from the false limitations set upon it, that it comprehends, not
merely external conduct and behaviour, but the thoughts and most
secret intents of the heart. This was not 0. dcstroying or removing of
the Law, for the voice of God by Moscs had said, " Oh, that there were
such a heart in them, that they would fear Me, and keep all My commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their
children for ever" (Deut. v. 29), but a restoring and establishing of
the Law. Now it is true that the Law contained no promise, as a
national Covenant, of that new heart, nor could it bestow it, but to
those under that dispensation, who were within the grace of the one
eternal Covenant of life in Jesus Christ, the new heart was given,
and upon them only the heart of God looked in favour when He said
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such words of loving mercy as those: (Deut. vii. 12, 13) " Wherefore
it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and
do them, that the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and
the mercy which He sware unto thy fathers; and He will love thee
and bless thee;" for God's love cannot be given to a self-,righteous
soul, obeying for hire, recompense, and merit.. While, however, so
restoring the spiritual right of the Law, our blessed Lord prepared the
way for the open and full revelation of grace in the righteousness, that
only can justify, by the beatitude: "Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled." To this
righteousness the Law itself had looked (Deut. xxx. 12-14; Rom.
x. 6-11).
. .
This Righteousness-His divine-human obedience of Christ revealed
to faith-our Lord declared to be greater, as it infinitely is, than all the
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, attained as such a righteousness of external perfection in the letter undoubtedly was by some
(Phi!. iii. 6). This righteousness-personally in Him, Who is "the
Lord our Righteousness;" meritoriously imputed unto and put upon
all His flock and people for whom He died, that they might be redeemed
from the curse of the Law which was imputed unto Him-can only
satisfy the soul that hungers and thirsts for His salvation. In this
brief review of so extended a subject, it is only possible to instance, as
an example of highest authority, our Lord's use of the Mosaic Law in
His dealing with the young ruler, of whom, as therefore certainly no
conscious hypocrite, it is said that" the Lord loved him." Now our
Lord does not contradict what as regards the letter must be therefore
confessed the truth: that a relatively perfect obedience had been
rendered to the letter of the Law; but He applies the first table to the
young ruler's conscience, saying: "Why callest thou Me good? There
is none good but God; " if he might thus be led to respond, " And Thou,
Teacher sent from God, art Thyself God."
Added to this, there is the soul's trial between God and the world.
"Come, follow Me"-even to Golgotha, to shame and wounds and
death, for to these I am predestined as the Victim-Lamb of the eternal
Covenant of redemption, and even to these thou art obliged to follow
Me by the way of sorrows, taking up the cross, with Me only for thy
treasure, if I am God; for I must become, by Whom the Law was given,
the Law-Satisfier, the Law-Victim, that not gold but grace, not the
riches of human righteousness, but the righteousness of faith, may be
the hope of the heavenly inheritance." Thus the whole emphasis is on
" Me." In the Gospel of St. John our Lord often exposes, in His
conferences with the Jews, the fatal use of Moses and the Law by that
and every other vain and self-righteous generation: saying, "Moses,
in whom ye trust;" the servant so preferred to the Divine Master, the
Son eternally-begotten of the Father, so that, not through Moses, who
gave you the law, but against that law, ye of your religious envy and
malice" go about to kill Me" (St. John vii. 16-19).
Nor must we fail to notice how our Lord's words in St. John vii. 22
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anticipate St. Paul's argument in Gal. iii. 16. The parenthetical
character of the Mosaic Law as an outwald and legal Covenant, and as
nationally given and ministered, could not be more distinctly asserted,
and the higher antiquity and value of the Abrahamic Covenant, with
its seal of circumcision as the seal of the righteousness of faith in its
divine institution, is in these words equally acknowledged. Our Lord
also anticipates those other words of St. Paul in 1 Cor. v. 7, 8; x. 1-11,
attributing to the pre-Sinaitic, and indeed to the post-Sinaitic types, a
distinctly evangelical character. The manna, the brazen serpent-these represented Himself in His mediation and grace. And in the
words recorded in St. Luke xxiv. 44-46, He comprehends all the
sacrificial and typical Law within the circumference of His precious
death and resurrection, the wonderful silence of the Psalms regarding
the typical ministry of the Law, although the Psalms had formed a
chief part of the sacrificial worship of the old Covenant, becoming
vocal of the infinite glory of the Divine Person of, and the One
Sacrifice offered by, the Mediator of the New Covenant: "concerning
Himself."
It scarcely needs to be repeated how, in the words of sacred institution
at the feast of remembrance, He, Who was the Victim-Lamb of the
New Covenant, gently put aside the Old with its types, hallowed as
they had been by a Divine institution from the remotest history of the
(}hosen people, to inaugurate the New with its sweeter liberty of spiritual
service within the Holiest. There may also be discerned a parallel
tendernees towards the old Covenant-Sabbath, which our Lord had
during His ministry relieved from the intolerable accretions of the
rabbinical teaching, for the Day of Resurrection-rest was to be preferred
under the new dispensation to the Day of Creature-rest. This absence
of all lines of harsh transition, this quiet passing, to be inferred from
the general tenor rather than found as a specific commandment in the
New Testament, may surely become an inferential, but for that very
reason a more convincing evidence of the oneness of the Covenant
under all its valiety of disperu.ation. This argument might be further
extended, but it has been sufficiently shown how, by an evidently
Divine purpose, t,he Sun of Righteousness in His rising to the meridian of
His ascended glory, as" the Lamb in the midst of the throne" and the
Head of the new creation in the dispensation of the Spirit, would thus
have the shadow of the old to pass away gradually, almost as a starlit
night gives place, in a short twilight, to the dawn and to the day, so
to be lost and finally to disappear in the higher and unveiled glories of
the new. While, then, it is most certainly true that" the children,
who were yet heirs" (Gal. iii. 23; iv. 1-7) under the old Covenant, had
been shut up under servile ordinances unto the revelation of the new,
and that the whole fabric of that economy, as national and visible,
was destined to be shattered and dissolved by the judgment of God
in the destruction of Jerusalem, we cannot help seeing in the New
Testament a certain tenderness shown in and during the transition
from the types, all of which spoke of Him, Who is the Brightness of
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the Father's glory and the Word Uncreate and Incarnate, to the
anti-typical and eternal, until wrath fell finally upon the carnal
and disobedient city that had rejected the King of Love (St. Matt.
xxi. 41). [Notice again, that in the one vineyard our Lord expressly
teaches the essential unity of the Church under all dispensational
variety (St. Matt. xxi. 41).]
So, when we turn to the Acts of the Apostles, we find that until the
destruction of the holy city, which had been all those former centuries
the visible centre of the old economy, the Jewish religion was treated
with a certain reverence by the first disciples of the new and better
Covenant, as of an equally Divine institution, though of inferior and
non-enduring character, its glory being rather reflected than inherent
and essential; if we may venture such an illustration, rather lunar,
as typical only, than solar. The Church of the election of grace under
that Dispensation was" fair as the moon." Now she is " clear as the
sun," for that, which was then promised and held in reserve, has been
in the justifying righteousness of Him, Who is " the Sun of Righteousness," actually fulfilled and perfected for her according to the one
eternal Covenant of grace in Jesus Christ Yet the Church is one
Church, one mystical bride, one spiritual dove (Cant. vi. 9, 10), for the
Covenant of eternal love is one. It is true that in the days of the
apostolic Church the oldness of that former Dispensation lay, as it were,
dying, but may we not say that, like Moses, its human mediator, it
was dying" by the kiss of God,"· having served its own generation
and in its typical virtue brought many children to the everlasting
peace ~ Therefore, it is 8aid-and only therefore could it be said-by
St. Peter at the Council of Jerusalem: "We believe that we shall be
saved, even as they"-the fathers, who had died in faith under the
Mosaic Covenant. And this, let it be well remembered, was said in
the same Apostolic Council, in which the burdensome character of the
Law, even in its typical and ceremonial part-which was yet a veiled
Gospel-was distinctly confessed (Acts xv. 11 and 22-29).
And, yet again, how definitely the Gentile Church is said by St.
James (Acts xv. 14-17) to be identical in fabric and substance with
the ancient Church of grace and election under the Old Testament
(comp. Eph. ii. 14-22). Two abuses of the Judaising teachers, under
the transitional passing from the old to the New, are strongly and
directly censured and condemned: the seeking of righteousness by
the law and the imposition of its ceremonies, as a yoke that could not
be endured and Buffered even by the ancient Covenant-people themselves, upon the Gentile Christians. Grace and faith-faith in Christ
for the pUrIfying of the heart from sin and all self-righteousness, grace
as excluding all human merit and creature self-sufficiency-these are
here as distinctly delivered as the doctrine of salvation by St. J ames
and St. Peter as by St. Paul It may be added, however, that it is
difficult to believe that in this necessary accommodation during those
• Cf. Dr. Gill upon Deut. xxxiv. 5.
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transitional years there could have been allowed to the Jewish Christian!'
any sacrificial act, the one Sacrifice for sin having been offered and the
one Lamb slain (Heb. x. 12-22).*
It- must not be forgotten how signal a favour was manifested to the
infant-estate of the new Covenant-Church in the judgment, visited
upon the formalism and self-idolatry of the visible Jewish Church, in
the destruction of Jerusalem. The greatest hindrance to the Gospel
was radically removed under this judicial seal of the Divine will. In
that convulsion the national Covenant of Horeb breathed its last
breath (Heb. xii. 27-29).
[May not this explain why the destruction of Jerusalem appears to
be spoken of by our Lord Himself as a virtual Advent (cL Archbishop
Trench upon St. Matt. xvi. 28 and xvii. 1, St. Mark ix. 2, and St. Luke
ix. 28, in his" Studies in the Gospels," pp. 184-189; and comp. St.
, John xxi. 21, 22, and St. James v. 1-9), and why the virtual Advent
fades, -or rather brightens into the personal in His prophetic discourses ~
(St. Matt. xxiv., St. Luke xxi.)].
So-the national Covenant in the administration of the Law being
broken-the natural branches, although a remnant, were by the faith
of Christ crucified manifested to be of the spiritual as well as of the
natural seed of Abraham, were cut off from their own olive tree. But
that excision was made to subserve the hidden purposes of God in the
eternal Covenant, and the olive tree-the Abrahamic Covenant, which
the Law could not disannul-received in the mystery of grace to its
root and fatness those wild branches, which have been grafted in from
the Gentile world. This, however, must lead us to the dispensational
teaching of the Epistles of St. Paul.
(To be continued.)

A SEARCH

FOR

GREAT

THINGS.

DOES not the Lord, when He brings His children to hear and obey His
word-" Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not "-lead
them to one of the quiet resting-places that He has promised them,
a place where they rest in Him and wait patiently for Him, when, free
from suggestions-their prayers and supplications are poured out
bt'fore Him who will perform all things for them-where for a little
while they can" lie passive in His hands and know no will but His "where their hopes are bounded by what He has prepared for them
and not by their own impatient and shortsighted expectations ~
They are in the heart of Him whose thoughts for them are in no

* The difficulty involved in St. Paul'& vow (Acts xxi. 24) is too intrica.te to be
discussed here. Dr. Gill does not indeed seem to find any question to solve in the
discharging by the apostle of the cost of the usual offerings (Numb. vi. 13-21).
merely referring to 1 Cor. ix. 20. But can this toleration extend to quasi.sacrificial
acts ?
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way affected by their thoughts for themselves, and He teaches
them that it is His, and not their glory, that is to be great in their
salvation, whether spiritual or temporal, in however large or however
small a matter.
Was it a wonder that Moses, having chosen to suffer with them,
should suppose that his brethren would understand that in him they
saw their deliverer ~ or surprising that Elisha, grieved to think that the
Lord, whose prophet he was, had not told him of the death of the
Shunammite's son ~ It may be that Mordecai found every day long
as he still sat, "nothing done for him" in the gate, his enemy increasing
in favour; nor has Naaman's rage been the last of its kind.
But why should they, whose life is secured to them, complain of the
least hard thing that their Lord shows to them ~ It is because His
compassions fail not, that they are not, for the greatness and persistency
of their rebellion, consumed. Surely, then, it becomes them to keep
silence before Him, to reply no more, to take whatever He sends.
For they are in the hands of Him whose mercies are very great, and
in their low or lonely place He speaks to them-" Call upon Me, I will
answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things that thou knowest
not "-great deliverances from small captivities-something of His
great goodness which He has had laid up and has been keeping for
them-tokens of His great faithfulness-a hope in His exceeding
great and precious promises-a taste of the great peace which comes
when He gives them with whole heart to acquiesce in His leading.
It was while they were following the meek and lowly Jesus that His
dear ignorant disciples were disputing as to which should be greatest,
and reasoning about their relative positions in His kingdom. Surely
it was well for them that it was the God of patience of Whom
they learned. And He did promise them great things, even that a
kingdom was appointed to them, and was being prepared by His Father
for them, but that until they reached it they should follow Him whithersoever He went. Not in mistaken zeal call for judgment on those that
went not with them (imagining that it was their Lord's honour that
they sought), but that they should continue with Him in His oft
temptations, in His desertions, in His reproaches, in His lowliness,
and necessities.
And now the Lord leads, at His own pace, each individual of His
little flock into the knowledge of His great salvation, bringing them with
a multiplicity of wants-definite and indescribable for flesh and heart--to need a Saviour and a great one; great in forgiveness, tenderness,
pity, and loving-kindness. Knowing that the number would include
many to whom fear would be no strange experience, He said, "Fear
not, 0 land, for the Lord will do great things"; knowing also there
would be many who would feel ignorant and not in the way Himself
wrote, "Though thy beginning was small, yet should thy latter end
greatly increase.". Because thou hast had one token for good, believest
thou ~ Thou shalt see greater things than these.
A

FOLLOWER-ON.
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SURPASSING GLORY AND SURPASSING POWER.
By THE REV. W. T. TURPIN, M.A.
(2 COR. iii. 7-iv. 9.)
THERE is a great contrast introduced in this third chapter between the
ministry which had its day on this earth and that ministry which is now
in progress. It is of importance to understand what is the character
and nature of these two ministries. They are in complete contrast, the
former not answering in any measure to the latter. There is a
distinct and definite ministry from heaven at this present moment,
which has for its object a formative character in God'. people. There
are two things that stand out very prominently in this ministry in
contrast with the former ministry; and when I speak of that, of course
I refer to that which was instituted on this earth at Mount Sinai, given
to Moses with a distinct and highly definite purpose of God in it. These
two things which mark the present ministry from the heavens are
quite apart from, and not to be found in, the ministry from Sinai.
They are spoken of in this third chapter, and cannot have escaped
your attention: they are liherty and a formative efficiency. These are
the great characteristics of the present ministry. I will speak presently
of what the purpose of God is with respect to the character which this
is intended to produce in His people; but these are the two great
features of it: liberty in contrast with bondage, and a formative power
in contrast with the entire absence of anything of the kind in the
ministry from Sinai.
To be simple about it: when the ministry of Sinai came, it was
embodied in the ten commandments, which were written upon tables
of stone, and were given by God in the character of one who was making
a demand upon man as he was, he being incompetent to answer to it.
That was the special characteristic of it. It was God demanding;
God come to look for that which man had not to give. He looked, for
instance, for righteousness, but man had none; He looked for a
character suitable to Himself in the then revelation of His character,
but man had not that suitability; and the consequence was that man,
being unable and incompetent to render to God what God was claiming
from him, fell under the condemnation and power of death which was
attached to that ministry. Hence it was" the ministration of death"
(chap. iii. 7).
And that must be always a ministry of death which makes a demand
upon man in the flesh. I do not care what it is; even the most exalted
ministry that could be conceived from the heavens, if that ministry
were to come and claim from us on the ground of what we are, it would
be a ministration of death, just as Sinai ministry was. The moment a
demand is made upon man as he is, that instant condemnation is fixed
upon the creature on whom the demand is made. That is the special
mark of what we may now call the Sinaitic ministry-that worn-out
system which is now passed away, in God's grace. The consequence
of that ministry was bondage and not liberty; hence you see the
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apostle, in contrasting it here in this chapter, says, .. The Lord is that
spirit." It should be a small s .. it is not the Holy Ghost: what he
means to say is that the Lord is the spirit of all that is in the Old Testament. You will find certain things represented in the former thing, in
the way of types, and so on; but the spirit of it all was the Lord Himself. Then you have the Holy Ghost in the next clause, .. Where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." This marks the new position in
connection with this new ministry. The Holy Ghost is there; but if
the Holy Ghost be there, then there must have been previously a
ministration of the very thing that was formerly demanded, namely,
righteousness; because it is the ministry of righteousness, and glory,
and the Spirit, in contrast with the ministry of bondage, death, and
condemnation.
Well, now, that is simple enough, at least as to the doctrinal part of
it. The previous order of things, and, I may say, that which people
want to revive in a mongrel way now, consisted in God making demands
upon man in the flesh; and, if God do so, man must necessarily come
into the condemnation which inevitably flows from it, for he has no
righteousness for God; he is in unrighteousness. But now what
comes out is this: that God, from the glory, from the very place where
that blessed One is at the right hand of God, ministers to a creature
upon this earth a righteousness that he had previously demandd from
him. He ministers it to him, instead of looking that man should be up
to the glory of God, from which he had fallen so far short. It is a
ministry of glory, and of righteousness, and of the Spirit; that is, the
Holy Ghost is the characteristic power of everything which is based
upon this righteousness-the pedestal upon which it all stands.
But there is something more, an exceedingly blessed and important
element, in this second ministry, far beyond even what I have spoken of
as to righteousness and the Spirit. It is its formative power; the
effect of being under the ministry of glory is to be transformed into
the likeness of the blessed One in whose face the glory shine6. The
law never did that. The law never made a man like itself, but condemned him for his unlikeness. It cursed him on account of his shortcomings; and let me say, that if it did not do that, it would cease to be
the law. You will thus see the folly of taking away the penalties of
the law. What good would it be if they were taken away 1 If you
take away the penalties of the law you destroy the whole power of it.
The law, without its necessary penalties, is a miserable thing, good for
nothing. The principal constituent element of law, its characteristic,
its very nature, was this, that it condemned man for being short of its
requirements. Man was short of the chief requirements of the law of
God, and it condemned him necessarily because of it.
What is it that suits a poor wretched creature now, in the full consciousness of his shortness, aud inability, and feebleness 1 Just this,
that the very thing that he had not for God, God has for him! Man
had no righteousness; God gives him righteousness. He was under
bondage; God gives him liberty. He could not stand in the presence
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of the glory; God ministers glory to him. And the necessary consequence of that is, the formative power of which I was speaking.
I ask you affectionately, are you in the liberty of that ministry ~ Do
you know, in your soul and in' your conscience, the liberty that comes
from being under that ministry ~ That you have got a righteousness
which is suited to the presence of God, and that the glory from whence
that righteousness is ministered to you, and the One in whose face the
whole glory of God shines, is just the One who suits you; and besides
that, as you look at that blessed One in all the glory of God where He
is, do you know the transforming power and effect of that vision,
producing in its feeble measure (because of the vessel upon which it
acts) something of the likeness of Christ, " changed into the same image
from glory to glory " ~
You see, it is a wonderful thing to think of, what the purpose of God
is about it; and this is where the deficiency is in everyone of our
souls. The thought of God is to have a people on this earth walking
in the steps of His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in the heavens.
That is His thought, His present thought about His people; and if you
and I have not in our souls the sense of that, that God is seeking to have
a people upon this earth, in their feeble measure the reflection of His
own Son in the heavens, how can we have that communion with God
which apprehends His things ~ If the thought of God be to have a
heavenly people upon this earth, in the life of His Son, you cannot go
on with this world; and if this be not God's thought, what is ~ If
God be seeking to have a heavenly people, a people in their practices,
and ways, and walk, and character, and relationships, heavenly, if
that be His thought, tlien we cannot possibly go on with the world.
I do violence at once to the purpose of God if I do.
H we mean to go on with the world, I think it would be far more
honest if we said, " No, God has not such a thought in His mind at all.
His purpose is to have a people here to enjoy the world as much as
they can; that is His purpose." I think it is a great deal better that
we should be honest with our hearts and consciences. There is nothing
God hates and detests so much as unreality. The great thing He is
looking for in His people is reality, and not to be trifling with cOIUlcience
about thege things. Better for you to give a denial to the fact, and
say, " God has no such purpose; Christ did not go up to heaven to
form a people like Himself, and the Holy Ghost did not come down to
keep a people like Christ." It is better to say so at once, and then go
hard and fast with the world. There is nothing so miserable and
detestable as a sort of truckling with this wretched, polluted world,
taking just as much of Christianity as you think will suit you. This is
exactly what people are doing. They take just as much of the truth
of God as they think will put some sort of status upon them; but the
part that cuts them, tha,t strips them of the thing their heart clings to,
they turn it aside. It reminds me of what used to be done in days
gone by, and is even now very common: people take and read the word
of God-the Old Tcstament; they fin~ most wonderful promises and
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blessings, and wonderful prospects for the Jew, and they take them to
themselves with the most perfect self-complacency; but what is done
with the curses? They quietly leave those. This is exactly what
people ale doing with their consciences with reference to the truth.
They take as much of the truth of God as suits them (what a terrible
snare it is I), just as much as will make their consciences easy to go on
with the devil and the world; but the part that cuts them asunder,
that exposes them for their worldliness, that brings them in as short
of this wonderful testimony, and shows them up with the light of God
streaming upon them in all its brightness and glory-they turn aside
from that. Believe me, you must either take Christianity or leave it.
You cannot mix Christianity and earthly religion. This is what people
are trying to do, but it is the destruction of the testimony of the people
of God in these last times where it is the case. They are semiChristians and semi-Jews. They find that God gave certain things to a
people on this earth, and they take them for themselves, thus setting
aside the heavenly character of the testimony committed to them.
But when I open such a Scripture as this, for instance, a Scripture
that shows me the beloved Son cast out of this earth, rejected, refused,
and despised, spit upon by the world and the people of the world, and
the glory of God put in the face of that blessed One up there whom
man despised, I have no question whatever about the character of the
ministry, and about the character of the glory. The very rejection of
Christ upon the earth, and the very glory of Christ in the heavens,
opens my heart to all the liberty that is up there, but equally shuts me
up to the narrowness of His path down here. You cannot help it.
And therefore I feel it is really of moment to bring people at issue with
their consciences about it; and I do feel it is a solemn thing to stand
here and say it; I feel, before God, it is a very responsible thing, to
speak any word for God in such a moment as this; but there is nothing
that is working more mischief and more harm at the present time
amongst the people of God than that sort of half-and-half bowing to
the truth. There is a want of straightforward, open facing of the
question with conscience, a turning aside of the edge and power of the
word of God from the soul. And not only so, but some are positively
seeking by the Scriptures to vindicate this degradation of the truth of
God. I say it is a very solemn thing, and one which everyone of us
ought to seriously lay to heart. Do we really mean to be governed
in our ways by the thoughts of God? May He give you and me a
firmer grasp in our conscience as to what the character of the thing is
that He has introduced from heaven, in connection with the glorified
Man up there! His purpose is to find down here on this earth a people
in some little measure after the fashion of that blessed One who is in
glory. That is His purpose and thought.
And therefore you get that verse of the third chapter, which comes in
in connection with this: "We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in
a glass the glory of the Lord;" not like Moses, who had his face covered
that the children of Israel could not look upon it. You remember the
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circulDstance ~hich the Holy Ghost refers to. Moses went up to the
mount t? rece~\re the tables of testimony, and when he came down the
second tIme, hIs face shone; and the shining of Moses' face, as he came
down, was the reflection of the condemning power of that law which
man could not stand, and therefore he covered his face, not when he
went in to God, but when he came out to man. Man could not look at
him, bec~use every ray that shone from that face made.a .demand upon
man whIch he could not meet. But here is a more brIllIant glory: !l>
glory that shin~s, not from the face of a poor weak man like Moses, but
the whole glory of God itself, the unsullied radiancy of His glory, the
shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of His
own Son. Is not that a wonderful thing, that you are positively
capable of loolting at the radiancy of the glory of God as it streams
from that b~es~ed face? Capable of gazing at it! Why? .Because
I have got rlg4teousness under my feet instead of condemnatIOn, and
the Holy Ghost in me instead of my being in bondage; and every ray
of glory that shines from that blessed face in the heavens is the reflection
to my soul of the completeness, and sufficiency, and fulness of His
finished work--.the eternal pedestal of blessedness He has set me upon.
But there is ~ore than this. As I look at that glory it has a formative
power in me. I tell you, beloved brethren, and I say it to myself, as
well as you, what we all stand in need of (I speak especially to those who
have a genuine desire in their souls to be a little more after the power
of t~is mini.stry) is, to be long enough in the presence of that blessed
ChrIst who IS glorified to catch the features of that Christ, and so have
Him engraven upon the" fleshy tables of our hearts." That is what
is wante~. It is not an effort. You might try to be like Christ in
glory untIl yo1.l. were worn out with trying, and you would not catch
one feature of His. The very fact of your striving proves your
inability. But what is it? It is a thing that nobody can explain. I
do not believe }ou can ever convey to another what it is to sit engrossed
with that bles!\ed One who is there in glory. Who could explain it?
It is a thing tltat a person may speak of out of the fulness of his own
heart; but who could convey either the satisfaction of it, or the effect
of it upon onellelf, individually? The word of God speaks to me of
the fact, but tltere is no man living, nor has there been one, who could
convey t~ ano~her, be he ever so intelligent, or spiritual, or earnest, the
Bens: whIch hIs heart gets while he Bits as clay in the hands of that
glorIOUS potter, It is impossible to describe it, and yet it is a reality.
It is a rea~ty, that the person who sits in the company and presence
of the glorIfied. Christ, insensibly to himself, contracts moral likeness
to him.
When Moses came down from the mount, though it was the mount
of condemnatic::>n, there was a glory streaming from his face which no
one could look at; but there was only one man in the whole of that
company who was insensible to the fact that there was glory in his
face, and that was himself. Where did he get that glory? He went
up and he was alone with God in the mount, and the glory, though it
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was connected with the ministry of condemnation, was reflected upon
his face when he went down. You and I, with unveiled face, no veil
either on us, or on that blessed One up there (for I think the passage
will bear the thought of that), there is neither the veil upon Christ nor
upon us, everything is open, unveiled; and, as we by faith look at that
blessed One, as we sit before Him, as we are sufficiently passive in His
presence, He is engraved on our hearts by the Spirit, and when we come
down there is the reflection upon us.
You know perfectly well what it is to meet a person who gives your
heart the 8ensc that he has been with Christ, who reminds you of Christ.
But how seldom is it the case! What I feel so deplorable, and what
one mourns over, is that, even with reference to the very best of things,
we leave so much the impress of ourselves upon them, instead of Christ.
That is what is so sad. In what is done for Christ, we are more
impressed with the one who is doing it than the One for whom it is
done. What one longs for, what one's heart yearns after, is to be just
like clay in the hands of the potter, as our hymn expresses it :" Thou art the potter, we the clay."
God's thought is that we should be as clay, absolutely passive, so that
the potter might leave the mark of His own beautiful hands upon us.
What a wonderful thing it would be if that were the case with us, as we
move through these scenes of sorrow, and difficulty, and trial, and
temptation, and besetment, surrounded by all that is in this poor,
wretched, miserable world, which the devil will head up with his masterpiece of iniquity against Christ; if we were distinguished, not so much
by what we say and do, as by the way that hand governs us, controls
us, guides us-the hand of the potter. That is the meaning of this last
verse of the third of Corinthians. As I said before, it is not effort, it is
not grasping after something, it is not seeking to possess yourselves of
anything, it is simply this-" We all, with unveiled face, beholding as
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image."
That is the clay entirely under the hand of the blessed potter.
It is a wonderful thing that God should take such a thing as clay to
reflect His glory in. I will speak of that more fully presently; but what
I want to press now is that there is this formative power in this ministry.
Instead of demanding or seeking for anything from us, it brings to us
from the heavens the thing we could not give, and besides that, it
transforms us into the image and likeness of Christ, as we are sufficiently
like clay in His hands.
Now, may I ask you affectionately-and I do not want to make
anybody depressed or morbid-but I ask you, how much of your time
do you really sit down in the Lord's presence? How much time and
leisure have you, not merely from the business of this world, but even
supposing your service is for the Lord, how much time have you for
this that I am speaking of? Do you not know that in order that thcre
may be great outgoings, there must be great incomings? There will
be no outshining, if there is not inshining. What is it then? Simply
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this, that my heart and soul have leisure enough, both from the things
without and within, to sit down in the solitude of the presence of that
blessed, holy, glorious Person who is in heaven, finding my delight in
Him for His own sake. Now what do you and I know about that?
What do we know positively, in our own souls, of that blessed, wonderful retirement, sitting in the company of Christ, blind to all else save
His beauty and His glory, deaf to every other sound but that of His
voice?
" Oh for a heart submissive, meek,
My great Redeemer's throne,
Where only Christ is heard to speak,
Where Jesus reigns alone."
Would not a person fresh from a scene like that be redolent of Christ?
Some one once said to me, speaking of another, " I like to be in the
company of So-and-so." I replied, "Why?" The answer was,
" Because he always reminds me of a third person." "Who is that? "
" The blessed One in glory." Oh, what a blessed thing it is to walk
through this world, and as we meet each other, in our business, our
households, or domestic relationships, to remind each other of that
One in glory, to have the fulness of that Christ in measure reproduced
in poor, wretched creatures like you and me! It is a most blessed
thing-the most marvellous ministry that could be conceived.
Well, now, if we come to the fourth chapter, there are only three
things I will speak of in connection with this ministry.. They are in
the seventh verse. He says, "we have this treasure," and it is "in
earthen vessels," and there is what is called" the excellency of the
power," or, as I believe it should be, " the surpassingness of the power."
These are three wonderful things to get before our thoughts.
" This treasure," what is it? I do not think the treasure is so much
the estimate that my heart forms of Christ, as the value that God has
found in Him. That is the reason, I believe, why it is called a " treasure." I do not deny the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is to be a
treasure to His people, because you get the Scripture elsewhere:
" Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also; " but here the
treasure, which is, of course, Christ, is presented mo!e as it is looked
at from God's side. It is the treasure in God's estimation. It is what
the thought of God is as to this blessed One. Christ is His treasure.
How did that treasure come into the vessel? Look at the sixth verse
fo! a moment. He says: "For God, who commanded that out of
darkness light should shine, hath shined in our hearts, for the shining
forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
That is the way the treasure comes in. It is not that I have possessed
myself of the treasure. It is a wonderful thing-it sustains one's
heartr-to think of the sovereignty of the grace of God; to think of
that sovereign grace in its actings, as well as its purposes. How, then,
did this treaSUl·e find its way into our hearts? Let me ask, how did
light come into this dark world? Remember this, the sun was not th"
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creature of the first day; it was created afterwards. How then did
light come? What was the light of the first three days in the old
creation? This: "God said, Let there be light; and light was."
Just so spiritually in our hearts: God, in His wonderful, blessed,
sovereign way of dealing, God Himself, who commanded that out of
darkness light should shinc, is the God who has shone in our hearts.
It is not mercly a ray from Him, or some emanation from Him, but
God Himself shining; that is a vcry different thing; God Himself
shining in a man's heart, in all His blessed illuminating power, for, or
in order to, "the shining forth of the radiancy of the glory of God in
the facc of Jcsus Christ."
Take Itn instance of it. This very Saul of Tarsus himself, on the road
to Damascus, a persecutor, who had never had a good thought of
Christ, nothing but hatred, a man who thought hc ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth, suddenly, in a moment,
without the slightest warning, saw "a light from heaven above the
brightness of the sun," a light that put out the sun, shining in his
noonday splendour, and a Saviour in glory was revealed in his soul.
He is thus the living instance of the way this blessed treasure is
deposited in a man's soul. Paul himself, who was writing this, is the
living instance of the way in which God would command the light to
shine out of darkness in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The whole glory of God
is thus expressed.
And you cannot understand one single thing about the glory of God,
except as you understand how it is seen in the face of Jesus Christ, and
it is in the presence of that glory that my conscience is dealt with;
and if you think you can learn God in any other way, you are seriously
mistaken, because the moment you bring your understanding or your
mind to bear upon the things of God, apart from your conscience,
there is the greatest danger of shipwreck as to faith. If I really see
the whole glory of God shining in the facc of Jesus Christ, I cannot
help being challenged in the depths of my conscience, and that is the
blesaedness of it. There are royal roads to learning in other things,
but not in this. The moment you have to do with God and Christ,
you are convicted, and the earliest expression of your heart in the
presence of that glory must be, " I abhor myself." And yet, as I said,
this leads to confidence, and is the only thing that is formative in our
hearts.
That is the first thing. Next observe where this treasure is placed;
that is the second point in the verse: "We have this treasure in
earthen vessels." You may have often observed that when man has
anything valuable, he generally encases it in something that is far more
valuable. The outside coverings of man's valuable things are generally
a great deal more brilliant and valuable than the thing that is inside.
The casket eclipses the jewel. Not so with God. He takes His
treasure, the costliest thing, the most valuable and precious to Him,
and puts it in the most contemptible vessel that you could conceive,
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that is, a poor, fragile vessel of clay. This is what he calls an earthen
vessel; a poor, perishing, fragile vessel of clay.
t But then He has a purpose in this; it gives Him the opportunity of
doing two things. First His delight is to make everything oj the treasure,
and second, He is pleased to bring out the surpassingness of the power.
There is not only the surpassing glory of the treasure, but the surpassing
power with which He works in the vessel-the vessel broken to atoms;
indeed, not worth anything until it is broken to pieces; but behind
this poor vessel there is surpassing power. This, indeed, is a wonderful
sight to look at. The whole power of God goes along with the poor
vessel, into which He puts this treasure. "We have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power should be of God
and not of us." But we have not only to accept the breakings that
God brings upon us; but beside that, and in addition to that, we must
keep the sentence of the cross, the death of Christ, which has given us
liberty from the condemnation to which we were exposed-we must
keep that death upon ourselves. God breaks the vessel; but we must
keep the sentence of death upon it as well, in order" that the surpassingness of the power may be of God and not of us."
I do not pursue this further, but would ask you to think of these
three things which are connected with this ministry: first, the vessel of
clay, just what you and I are; secondly, a treasure placed in it of
surpassing glory; and thirdly, a power that is surpassing in its efficiency
behind it; and that power ever working in company with nothingness
and weakness and self-abnegation, as well as a complete, utter, thorough
denial of the flesh and the world. You cannot have power otherwise;
and there is no manifestation of Christ, no shining forth of Christ,
except as this vessel is entirely as clay in the hands of the potter. There
is no shining in, or shining out either. It must be clay for Christ, the
treasure, to shine into, and clay for the Holy Ghost to bring the features
of Christ out of, so that others may see them.
The picture alluded to here is no doubt Gideon's army. They put
the light into the pitcher, but the light never shone out until the pitcher
was broken. They had to break the pitchers, and then the light shone.
And no doubt the Spirit of God alludes to that fact here. You have
the shining in of the glory, and you have the surpassing power working
that it may shine out. These two things go together, namely, the
glory of God in the face of .Jesus Christ shining into our poor earthen
vessels, or pitchers, and the surpassing power of God that works through
these vessels for the display of the brilliancy of Christ.
How little our hearts are really up to God's wonderful purpose in
giving such a ministry as this from those opened heavens! How little
of affection there is in our hearts to enter into the purpose of God and
into His thought, that, in a world which rejected His Son, cast Him
out, despised Him, nailed Him to the cross, there should be those who
should be the expression, the manifestation of that blessed, wonderful
One whom the world rejected, but whom God glorified. Do your hearts
desire that? Is that what you long for? Is that your purpose and
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object 1 ~Is that what you propose to yourself 1 God will help you
if you have such purpose of heart. Can you say to Him, I have only
one desire, that I should be upon this earth a vessel in whom the display
of the glory of Thy Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, should be found in
every circumstance here 1 God delights to help us, and you will have
the comfort, the sustainment, of being in communion with His thought.
I do not know any greater comfort in the whole word of God. Oh, the
blessedness and rest of having, through grace, common mind with the
Lord in any little measure! God and His people of one mind about
those things that relate to the glory of His Son. It is most wonderful
grace on His part to bring us into such a place that we can have like
mind with Him, and to enable us by such surpassing power.
Suppose I see one turning his back upon everything in this world,
who looks for nothing in it, who has no interests here, who does not
expect anything, and would not take anything from the world. I say,
What surpassing power is displayed in that man! If I see a poor,
feeble creature lying on a bed of sickness, racked with pain, the poor
body pressed down with disease, morn, noon, and night, and one who
might be tempted to say, What good am I, a trial to everyone about
me, and a burden to myself 1-yet if I see, amid all the weariness and
pain, instead of complaint, satisfaction, instead of querulousness, rest
and quietness, instead of quickness of temper, the blessed manifestation
of Christ in meekness and endurance, I say, What a surpassing power
there is there!
That is what this ministry is able to do, beloved friends, and that is
God's thought about us in relation to it. There is not a circumstance
in life, or a detail in our history, or a position that we can be called into,
whether I!ickness or health, pain or its absence, prosperity or loss, trial
or ease, there is not a single thing too many for the one who is satisfied
to be clay in the hands of surpassing power. And more than that, it
is in these very circumstances that Christ is endeared to us, for He
alone is our sufficiency for all. Also, it is where we are, not where we
would be, that the blessed God desires to have His Son seen in us.
This is the testimony that is really lacking at this moment. Every
one has heard us speak of doctrines, and we are supposed to be clear
about them, but people are amazed to see so little of the doctrines
practised, because they fail to see anything correspondingly in us.
Oh, for the manifestation of the truth, that exhibition of Christ which
would stop the mouth of the rejecter, and commend itself to the consciences of men! And hence, says the Holy Ghost, " by manifestation
of the truth commending ourselves to every man's consc,ience in the
sight of God" (ver. 2). Men would be forced to say, Though I hate
those people because they are so narrow, yet at the same time my
conscience is bound to give this testimony, that they seek to please
God. Herein is the efficiency of the power manifested, that in every
circumstance, every service, everything I have to do, I am to be an
expression of the skill of the hand that is handling me.
l_ The Lord, by His Spirit, give our hearts to desire to be His handywork.
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to say in reality, and to act it as well, Lord Jesus, take me, and form
me after the fashion of Thine own heart, place me where Thou wilt,
only grant me this desire, that Thou mayest be magnified in my body,
whether I live or die! Oh, may our hearts prize more than ever this
blessed ministry, characterized as it is by such glories as we have had
before us !
THE SACRED HISTORY OF SOME LIVING STONES IN GOD'S
SPIRITUAL HOUSE.
(Continued from page 87.)

THE fourth chapter is prefaced with some lovely lines. Shall I quote
them for the encouragement of some sower, some minister, a teacher
who is scattering the Divine seed upon apparently sterile soil, and has
seen as yet no fruit of his labours ~ Let the verses reassure him
that God, the great Giver and Planter, has yet His "afterward" to
reveal, when many a seed sown in weakness-but in faith and prayershall" be found after many days."
"Upon the stormy waters
The bread of life is cast;
With cheerful trust believing,
It shall be found at last.
We see it but a moment,
Far drifting o'er the main,
But deathless, undecaying,
It shall be found again.
"Yes, on the stormy waters,
We cast the bread of life;
Vain are the surging billows,
Vain is the tempest's strife.
His never-failing promise
J ehovah will fulfil,
And the seed be found in glory
When those proud waves fire stil1."
Being in the neighbourhood of the dockyard, many of the sailors
in her late Majesty's service were gathered into the" Circus." Among
them was a man who was of a wild roving, unsettled disposition, and
after one or two voyages he obtained a situation in the ropehouse of
the dockyard, but did not retain it owing to bad companionship and
the love of drink. He went to sea again for some years. In many a
storm nearly suffering shipwreck, under fire of the enemy, none of
these things affected him, and he remained hardened in sin. To use
his own language after his call by grace: "If there was one person
who more than any other had broken God's law, and sinned against
light and knowledge, and had sunk to the lowest depths of degradation,
it was himself." Old age crept on him, and still the hardened sinner
went on in reckless and godless career. But there comes the day when
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" thus the eternal counsel ran, Almighty Grace arrest that man," and
old B - - was induced to go one night to the preaching of the Gospel
at the Circus. The text of the sermon was: "I will work, and who
shall let it." That word was blessed to his soul, and he became in
God's wonder-working grace" a new creature in Christ Jesus."
.
Old things for ever passed away, drink was forsaken, old habits and
sinful companions given up. The Sabbath and attendance on the
means of grace became a delight to him, and he truly walked in newness
of life. "Twelve months after this remarkable conversion, he was
laid upon what everyone around him thought to be his death-bed.
The prospect had no terror for him; he lay rejoicing in God his Saviour.
Now, however, he prayed that if it pleased Him to spare his life, he
might be permitted to declare the wondrous love of Jesus to his old
companions, and that he might be made useful to the seamen of the
port. God answered that prayer unexpectedly. He was raised from
the bed of sickness to the enjoyment of health again. It was not until
some months afterwards, however, that the realization of his desire
was granted. Subsequently, in a most unexpected way, the providence
of God opened a door, and B--'s fitness for this especial work, his
sincerity, and his great desire to be useful, pointed him out as peculiarly
adapted for this kind of duty. He eventually became Scripture-reader
to the seamen of the port, and visiting the ships of war either in the
harbour or at Spithead, and in almost every instance receiving cordial
permission, the captain often rendering kind and active assistance."
The account of an old soldier, J ames Weeks, is very touching. He
was a regular attendant at the Circus until illness and infirmities of
old age prevented him. To a visitor he said, "My hope is built on
the Lord Jesus Christ alone. His blood and righteousness are my
only plea for acceptance with God. I am a poor old sinner, but Christ
is a great Saviour." When repeating a verse or two of a hymn commencing with, "On Jordan's stormy banks I stand," and coming to
the words, "where my possessions lie," he repeated them several
times. "Oh! sir," said the old soldier, as with kindling eye and
tremulous voice he gave indication that the outward man was fast
perishing, "Oh! sir, what a mercy that the work of redemption is
complete! I want none to tell me to do this or do that. What can I
do ~ I can do nothing. A hall Ohrist won't do lor me. Jesus must
do it alL"
Almost with his dying breath he spoke with warmth and gratitude
of God's mercy in directing him to the Circus, where the Lord met with
him in a saving way; and he passed away to be for ever with Him
Whom he so loved.
A letter from an Admiral's coxswain on board her Majesty's vessel
Palermo tells of blessing received to the salvation of his soul under
the preaching of the Word at the Circus.
Another, Corporal - - , attended the Circus for twelve months
before he held any conversation with the ministers of the place. He
describes himself as being like other soldiers, careless, dissolute, fond
11
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of drink and evil companions. His mind, however, became opened to
the preaching of the Gospel, and after some time he found peace.
Never did he come without inducing others to accompany him, and
from the blessings he himself received he was anxious to see others
likewise blessed. Hence he instituted a Bible-class in the barracks,
and when his regiment left the garrison, Corporal - - visited one of
the Clergy to thank him for the spiritual good he had received, saying,
" I shall never forget the Circus; my happiest hours have been spent
there. There it was, through abounding grace, I was taught to know
my state before God as a sinner, and the completeness of my salvation
in a precious Christ."
Deeply interesting also was the case of Charles Yates, a young man
who died in consumption at the early age of twenty-eight. His
character, described as proud, haughty, and self-sufficient, all yielded
to the Gospel's sway, and he died in peace, replying to the
Scripture-reader's enquiries as to how he was, lifting his poor wasted
hands, " Weaker and stronger. I am only waiting. I'm only waiting
for Jesus. Come, Lord Jesus, come--come-come quickly," and while
the breath was fast retreating and his once bright eye was fixed in
death, still did his lips move and the faint whisper was heard, " Come."
In the providence of God, an old sailor who had long " wasted his
substance in riotous living," was directed to the house of a Christian
woman, where he obtained lodgings, and at her persuasion he subsequently went to the Circus, when he heard a sermon on the Prodigal
Son. The word was blessed to him, and caused great concern of soul
and no rest until he knew that Jesus was his Redeemer. And the
Lord disappointed him not. He is ever true to His Word: "They that
seek shall find." Some of the utterances of this dear aged saint in
later life testified how richly the Lord the Spirit worked in him. When
in much agony of body, he said at one time, "Affliction is the sinner's
best benefactor : when afflictions hang heaviest, corruptions hang
loosest, grace shines brightest for scouring and is most glorious when
most clouded." "I am not poor; I am heir to a crown of glory."
Once he exclaimed, "0 wealth! 0 riches! 0 all the world, what
would you now avail me if I were not clad in Christ's righteousness '?
But thanks be unto God, I have the helmet of salvation, whereby I
can defy the world, the flesh, and the devil." He fell asleep in Jesus,
April 4th, 1859, saying, "My blessed Jesus is here, Jesus is with me."
But each instance cited in the little book before me is of deep interest,
and gladly would we reproduce the whole did time and space allow.
We glance over the wonderful call by grace of a husband and wife
together; then of a marine artilleryman, who attended the services
for a long while ere the arrow of conviction reached him and brought
him down, a humble seeker at the feet of Jesus, and of his rich aftertestimony on a sick and dying bed. Again, the testimony of many
who gathered at the weekly Bible classes, who were brought in the Holy
Spirit's power to see their lost, ruined, and helpless condition, and of
none other name under heaven whereby they must be saved than that
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of Jesu8. One man told subsequently how he "sat in a corner of
the Circus one evening, when the Word came home to him with such
power that he felt the preacher had somehow got to know all about
him. He determined never to come there again; he came, however,
once more, but remained outside, and as others passed within he felt,
You may go in if you please, but I shall not." But while he lingered,
the Lord, being merciful unto him, he was drawn within the influence
and power of the Word again. "And now," he said, "I have a hope
I would not part with for worlds."
A somewhat unique plan was resorted to at the time of commencing
the weekly (Wednesday) evening service. It was at that period when
England was passing through the fiery trial of mutiny in her Indian
army. Let the narrative's own account be quoted: "The telegraph
flashed tidings of lamentation and woe. Tales of horror and atrocity
were brought home by every mail. The stability of an Indian empire
appeared to tremble in the balance. Havelock was about to set forth
on that triumphant march which resulted in a series of brilliant
victories, and the salvation of British India. At the Circus, every
Wednesday evening during this period, the newspapers were read.
Multitudes thronged to hear about Cawnpore and Delhi, and to listen
to the achievements of Havelock, of Outram, and of Nicholson. Wives
and mothers had dear ones at the scene of action, and they listened
with an intensity of interest which this fact alone could supply. Old
warriors came to hear, and as they heard, the memory of former times
revived, and they mentally fought their battles over again. Week by
week the place was crammed by a congregation of 2000 people. It
is a matter of great thankfulness that these readings were delivered.
They brought numbers under the sound of the Word, and it formed the
nucleus of a Wednesday evening congregation without which, perhaps,
the numbers would never have attained the proportion it did. And
when troubles in India were at an end, the weekly service continued
and was supported by a comparatively large and attentive congregation."
The Lord's-day School ohildren at that date numbered nearly l)OO,
taught by fifty-six teachers, the greater part of that number having
been themselves taught the truth as it is in Jesus, and He Who blessed
the" little children" when upon earth, called many a little child unto
Himself from that Sunday-school, and some called to their eternal
home in their early years left a blessed testimony and evidence of their
adoption into the One Family.
The indefatigable workers of this Church also formed a Tract Society,
more than 100 persons associating themselves together to purchase
and circulate sound tracts. Thus during the years 1859-60 no fewer
than 23,100 tracts were distributed at Portsdown Fair, and an annual
increase in their numbers went on for some years, whilst evidence was
not wanting of rich blessing resulting from the scattered seed of Divine
truth. We might instance one Cl\Se, where a tract was offered to a
respectable-looking man who was driving down to the fair. When
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the missionary offered the tract, the reply, anything but a courteous
one, was to the effect that he was going down to the fair, and" couldn't
be interfered with." The missionary responded that "Portsdown
fair would avail little on a sick and dying bed," and passed on.
"It was but a few weeks later that a gentleman," says the narrative,
" accosted this same missionary with the question, 'Do you remember
me ~' and the answer being given in the negative, again the question
was asked, 'Do you not remember speaking to a person on his way to
Portsdown fair, and giving him a tract ~ Do you not remember you
remarked to him, the fair will avail little upon a sick and dying bed ~
Those words followed me up the hill; they went with me to the fair;
I could not shake them from me; they followed me home, they gave
me no rest until I at length was induced to come and hear the Word
preached at the Circus. I thank God," he continued, "I ha.ve found
peace in believing in Jesus; I feel I have an interest in His atoning
blood, and in His righteousness I can now make my boast."
Thus the labourers went forward heeding the Divine command and
with a single eye to the glory of God: "In the morning sow thy seed,
and in the evening withhold not thine hand, fOf thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall
be alike good."
And they saw abundantly the answer in His blessing upon the
sown seed. "Prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts; if I
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it."
Beloved readers, I doubt not you have read the above cuttings with
deep interest and inward joy. To some of us the Circus Church occupies
a very sacred spot in our memories. Many a precious instance of a
call by grace there has the writer received from the lips of the late
beloved Rev. J. C. Martin, and whenever one urged upon him to write
them for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, he would plead want of time, but
willingly gave permission to his hearer to do it for him. Some such,
together with fragments of his precious sermons, therefore appeared
from time to time. The writer recalls one of these wonderful instances.
When a man, utterly without the fear of God before his eyes, walked
into Landport, and possibly from idle curiosity as he thought, wandered
into the old Horse Circus, to find himself in the House of Prayer and
Praise. "On that particular morning," said dear Mr. Martin in narrating the circumstances to the writer, "I didn't then know why,
and it was, too, a very unusual thing for me to do, but I seemed
constrained to say it, and looking at the people before me I said, 'I
don't know who it is, but I am persuaded I have a message for some one
here this morning.' I didn't know, but my God did, and sent that
message as an arrow into the heart of that poor wanderer, and he left
the Church another man. On arriving home he kept saying to those
around him, 'I've got my message; I've got my message,' till they
thought he was bereft of his reason. 'I've got my message; I've
got my message,' was all he persisted in saying. And thus was the
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work of grace begun in his soul, and in subsequent visits to him I
found that he who had gone that day to see the Horse Circus had instead
received the message of salvation, pardon, peace, and love, and became
a consistent follower of Him Who had so marvellously and graciously
dealt with him."
The labours of the late beloved Pastor and Mrs. Martin were greatly
owned and blessed of God. Of many doubtless" born again" at the
Circus those dear servants of God could say: "Not unto us, 0 Lord,
not unto us, but unto Thy Name be all the glory"; " I have begotten
you through the Gospel; " and to sce them in the midst of their loved
work and people, as the writer has seen them, was to recognize them
as a tnle father and mother in Israel.
And surely it is a matter for much praise and thankfulness that this
famous Circus Church should yet have the Gospel's joyful sound
proclaimed within its walls, and that the work of the Lord should still
prosper in that corner of His vineyard.
Lying before me while I write (and I must draw this article to a close)
is the Report of the Circus Church and Schools for 1908. The Rev. Arthur
Day testifies to" the mercy and truth of Him Who has stood by, and
abundantly made good His Word to us," in the past year. The financial
statement leaves a good balance in hand, and the various and many
societies represented tell what an active band of workers, teachers,
and kind friends must lovingly and prayerfully rally round their
Pastor.
Peculiarly suitable words, wherewith to close this interesting narrative of our Covenant God's way and work during the past half century,
are those of the Circus Motto Card for 1909 :" Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and He shall strengthen
thine heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord" (Ps. xxi. 14). "They shall
not be ashamed that wait for Me" (Isa xlix. 23).
R.
':L\.Tl:::lFIElJ .
THE LATE MISS

J ANE

NEATE.

IT is remarkable how rapidly God is now transplanting His Church
below to His Church above. Scarcely a week passes without our
hearing of one within our knowledge having joined the great company
in Heaven-and how many believers that are not personally known!
One is reminded of the last few minutes before a large meeting or
service is opened; often a continuous procession of people files in just at
the last. And so it seems as though just before the present dispensation
closes there is a great and continuous influx into the heavenly ranks.
It is my sorrowful yet joyful, sacred privilege to pay a brief tribute to
the loved memory of dear Miss Jane Neate, of Brighton, who entered
into glory on January 14th, after less than two days' illness, most gently,
not even a deep breath as she passed away. Oh! what a blessing she
would have counted this! I had only known her three or four years,
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but during that time, though I only saw her"" occasionally, I have
been distressed witnessing her difficulty of breathing. She was
unable to mount or go far, and she went home so peacefully that her
departure was signally blessed.
I remember her telling me more than once of a remarkable vision
given to her when she was very ill many years ago. She had heard it
whispered that she could not live through the night, and the thought
that she would soon be beyond this world over-awed her. But
as she lay there an exceeding brightness surrounded her, and a
passage of Scripture was given to her 'which I much regret I cannot
find a note of, or recall. This was so deeply impressed upon her, that
she never afterwards feared death. It was God-given, and she cheerfully
gave up all her energies and strength unfl.aggingly to the service of
her loved Lord. She was led in the providence of God to Brighton,
and was a devoted hearer and helper of the Rev. G. Hewitt, of St.
Luke's, Prestonville, himself very soon afterwards with her in gloryonly ten days. In the short obituary notice in the Parish Magazine,
it is recorded of her, "For many years she was a most active and
interested worker in the parish, both as Sunday School Superintendent
and District Visitor, and also as having charge of the Mothers' Meeting.
Her connection with the Church has been from its very first. When
Mr. Hewitt undertook the raising of funds for its purchase and opening,
she was indefatigable in furthering his efforts in the interest of
Evangelical truth. Upon being taken seriously ill, she said quietly
to a friend standing by, ' I think I am going home.' She was apparently
spared suffering, literally falling asleep in Jesus."
She was an earnest and interested worker in the cause of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, and loved to minister to the venerable
members in Brighton.
In a letter from one of her closest Christian friends it is remarked
of her, "I have loved her dearly; her loss will be increasingly felt.
She was not only a lover of the doctrines of grace, but a most consistent
walker therein. Home ties have prevented my seeing but very few
people, but when able to spend a little time with her, I found it profitable
and savoury-a time of sweet fellowship and communion. The end
was very sudden-not two days' illness-but much mercy was mingled
with the circumstances; she passed very peacefully and quietly into
the presence of her Lord. She was unconscious for the last six hours."
To this friend she had sent a Christmas greeting with the following
lines :" Whate'er the hidden Future brings
Is sent by hands Divine,
Through all the tangled web of things
There runs a clear design.
What though the skies be dark to-day,
To-morrow's may be blue;
When every cloud has rolled away,
God's Providence shines through."
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She now finds" Every cloud has rolled away," and sees how" God's
providence shines through," and the " clear design" in all His dealings.
I recall her telling me, with glowing face, how wonderfully 8he was led
to her home in Brighton; step by step it was opened out to her, a.n.d she
loved to trace the hand of God through all, how unmistakably He had
called her to it. Her conversation was very llweet and refreshing;
and the first time I ever had the privilege of converse with her, it
seemed lUl though I had known her many years,-so attractive and
sympathetic wall she in her attitude.
" R" writes of her: "How thankful I am I saw her. We were
knit together at once, and our hearts yearned. She was so soft and
tender, and said she was so glad to have had convene with me. 'You
have helped and encouraged me,' she said; and I felt it 0. great privilege
to hear the testimony of an aged saint. She was greatly dreading St.
Luke's after dear Mr. Hewitt's removal, and what she would do. So
she has been taken in mercy. She died on Thursday, the 14th, the
very day the doctor said her beloved pastor could not live the day out."
It is thus the Lord tenderly deals. He is better to us than all our
fears: and what we fear frequently never comes to pass at all, lUl with
dear Miss Neate. Oh! for grace to trust Him more and more.
A loved friend of hers, through whom I became acquainted with
her, who valued the sacred communion and spiritual talks she enjoyed
with her, who worshipped in the same sanctuary and listened with
her to the same precious truths, wrote thus of her :" I must tell you of the loss of dear Miss Neate to me, the entrance
into joys inexpressible for her. On Thursday she became unconscious,
and in a few hours ceased to breathe. She has been most valuable
indeed for many years; was more than a curate to Mr. Hewitt."
This I can quite gather from many little incidents I saw and heard.
A personal friend of the glorified one wrote, "What a great loss is
that of dear Miss Neate, and now of Mr. Hewitt! Both were links
with past days with me, but better than that was the communion
enjoyed with them. Some interviews of late with Miss Neate have
left a very sweet savour. Not very long since I remarked to her that
the confidence given to her in that great blessing at Leamington still
abode, and I shall never forget the expression of humility and love
with which she answered, ' Yes,. I am satisfied.' A deep-rooted
happiness not often met with."
And satisfaction was written on her face; a calm, serene, restful
expression which gave confidence to one addressing her. She was
very sympathetic and lovable, and withal so faithful. I shall ever
cherish the tenderest memory of her.
"G. A." writes: "Some thirteen years ago I had the pleasure of
meeting with Miss Neate at Southborough, where I was engaged
to preach on a week evening, passing through it on my homeward
journey from Hastings. The late Miss Hother, of Southborough, had
entertained me on some previous occasions, and this time she had
invited Miss Neate to come over and spend the afternoon and evening
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with her. As we sat at tea, we got into a very interesting and animated
conversation on Divine things, and I was most sensible of the presence
of the blessed Spirit in our midst. I found a very sweet pleasure in
listening to Miss Neate, and I mentioned the circumstance on my
return home as one of the choicest things I had had in the communion
of saints in all that journey, and that I could never forget· it. I felt
helped on that evening to speak from the words, 'The voice is Jacob's
voice' (Gen. xxvii. 22), and I was assured we had a good time. I was
much struck with her spirituality of mind, relishing the edifying matter
that dropped from her lips as the chief dainty of the tea-table, her lips
dropping as a honeycomb; her speech seasoned with salt, and ministering
grace to the hearers. Such was Miss Neate to my mind and memory."
She was a warm lover of our dear GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I vividly
remember the pleasant home feeling I had when in her pew at St. Luke's,
which she kindly invited me always to occupy during my stays in
Brighton, seeing the current number of the MAGAZINE lying there.
1 believe she lent it frequently wherever it was valued. She was
much interested in all its contributors, as well as feasting on the contributions. The Church of God is the poorer -in her absence from the
body, but her presence with the Lord is her blessed eternal gain. We
believe in the resurrection of the dead, and ere long the Lord Himselfhow sweet that expression, the Lord Himself-shall descend from
heaven with a shout. Them which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him. Then" we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall
we be ever with the Lord."
"Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
I will close my brief memorial of the loved one with an extract from
a letter she wrote to me just after the home-call of my ever preciouK
mother, two years ago. How well I remember the sunny evening ill
Brighton, when dear Miss Neate, my loved mother, and I, sat together
conversing of things Divine, Jesus in our midst. Now two of thr. three
are with Him satisfied-so satisfied. She wrote to me :"I must send you a line of warm sympathy at this time, and though
while your heart may mourn, I am sure consolation also will abound,
sinee we know your dear mother is safely landed and for 'ever with
the Lord' Whom she loved. Did He not say, ' Because I live, ye shall
live also '~ For her there is no more death. I WHS f('llding this sweet
chapter last evening, and those words struck me. I know how sorrowful
you must be, since the flesh does feel these separations. May the Lord
comfort you with His own love and Word. 'He is a stronghold in
the day of trouble.'
, Sweet on His faithfulness to rest
Whose love can never end ;
Sweet on His Covenant of grace
For all things to depend.'
" "The precious Sympathizer with His people will, I am sure, be with
you."
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She knows 'the'!'sweetness of His Covenant love now more than
ever she did here. Even here she drank deeply at the Fountain Head,
but there she has exhaustless, abundant supply, and capacity for richest
enjoyment. She is satisfied-satisfied in Him and with Him for
evermore!
NETTlE.
PSALM XXV. 10.
ALL His paths are mercy
Unto all His own,
Whom He dearly purchased
With distress unknown.
Walk with faith and patience,
Walk with courage grand,
Wheresoe'er He leads thee
By His own right hand.
All His paths are mercy!
What though many run
Through" much tribulation,"
Which most souls would shun;
Still from" fire and water,"
Pilgrims saved by grace,
Pass with holy wonder
Into" wealthy place."
All His paths are mercy!
From thy Marah-pool
Thou shalt march to Elim,
Rich with fountains cool;
Thy dark Achor-valley
Verily shall be
" Door of hope"-safe entrance
Into vineyards free.
All His paths are mercy!
From the Jordan fleet
Thou shalt go with gladness
Into Canaan sweet.
There, with all the ransomed,
Thou shalt sing His praise,
Who with mercy led thee
All thy" travelling days."
IBA.

WE cannot be saved until we are lost; our time of distress is the
Lord's time of mercy; when we are ready to give up all hope, the Lord
is nearest to us. His Gospel is the sceptre to which He makes the
rebel bow.-Rev. Matthew Welland.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. GEORGE HEWITT.
FAREWELL, beloved brother in Him who is precious, farewell" Till we meet--till we meet!
Till we meet at Jesus' feet! "
By the recent death of the Rev. GEORGE HEWITT not only has the
flock at St. Luke's, Prestonville, Brighton (to whom he faithfully
preached the Gospel of the Grace of God for considerably upwards of
thirty years), been sorely bereaved, but the Church of God at large
has lost another of the few true witnesses left her in times of abounding
error and spiritual declension. One compensation, however, certainly
is that such devoted and courageous servants of Christ are themselves
" taken away from the evil to come" (Isa. lvii. 1). Their brethren,
who are left to mourn for the cause of God's truth in the land are,
moreover, placed under obligation to manifest increased vigilance,
zeal, and fidelity, stimulated by the holy example of thosl' who have
exchanged the sword for the crown.
After several months of distressing illness, borne with exemplary
patience and acquiescence in the will of his heavenly Father, our beloved
friend and brother cntered into the joy of his Saviour on Lord's-day
evening, January 24th. Mr. HEWITT, who was educated at St. Bees,
and ordained by the Bishop of Chester in 1865, held in succession the
curacies of St. John's and St. George's, Liverpool, and Christ Church,
Southborough. In 1875 he was selected to take charge of the new
church which afterwards became St. Luke's (Prestonville), a building
which had recently been erected for a well-known Ritualistic writer,
but which for some reason was not consecrated, and finally was
purchased in the interest of Evangelical truth and Reformation
principles. In course of time an ecclesiastical district parish was
legally constituted, the building was consecrated, and in 1877 Mr.
HEWITT was appointed the first Vicar, the patronage of the benefice
being vested in trustees, of whom the latc Mr. John Deacon, of
Mabledon, was one. Thus, for the long period of some thirty-four
years, Mr. HEWITT faithfully proclaimed the precious truths of the
Covenant of Grace to an attached and spiritually-minded flock, and
diligently guided them in "the old paths" of that spiritual Protestantism which is thc glory and the strength of our Church. He was
an uncompromising herald of the whole" counsel of God," and set it
forth in a spirit of gentleness and love, with tender regard for seeking
sinners, and exercised, tempted, and afRicted believers. His pulpit
discourses were the fruit of close, diligent, prayerful study o~ the Holy
Scriptures, and he was at his best when exalting Christ as " the First
and the Last," and enlarging upon the Person and Offices of God the
Holy Ghost. His last sermon at St. Luke's, delivered at the close of
August, was based X)D Rev. iii. 4: "And they shall walk with Me in
white; for they are worthy." This text, contrary to his usual custom,
he wrote out in the Vestry Book, where we have seen it, penned in a
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trembling hand. He dwelt upon the four W's in the passage-" walk,"
"with," " white," and" worthy," and took the opportunity of saying
a few pointed words in protest against the Mass " Vestments" sought
to be authorized in the Church. Sanctified affliction-for, like the
Prophet Jeremiah, he could say above many, "I am the man that
hath Been affliction"-qualified him to be a comforter of many in
Zion, and his visits to the sick, the mourning, the distressed, and the
dying, were greatly valued in his parish. He was "a lover of good
men," and in the course of his long life included in his circle of personal
friends many personages eminent as Evangelical and Protestant
leaders. His face was ever set" like a flint" against popular modern
innovations in public worship, and to the end of his consistent ministry
he maintained the legal use of the "preaching gown" in the pulpit.
Simplicity and spirituality were to him essentials of acceptable worship,
and these he always sought to encourage among his congregation.
A friend residing near London, who heard him preach his last sermon,
writes to us that at its close she thought, "Well; if you never preach
again, you have left a grand testimony behind you." She adds:
" Little did I think it would indeed prove to be so. We can ill spare
such ministers in these sad days; but our God lives, and reigns. I
had known the dear departed servant of God for more than thirty
years, and always went to hear him when at Brighton. His discourses
were tlllly a gospel feast." He now rests from his earthly labours,
and without pain, weariness, heaviness, and imperfection, serves
the self-same Master as he did below-serves Him ceaselessly and
faultlessly among the white-robed, blood-washed hosts, where"The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel's Land."
The infinite merits of our Lord Jesus Christ made him "worthy"
to take his place before the throne of the Lamb, and he shall" go no

more out" of the celestial Palace of the King of kings and Lord of
lords. He" dwells in the House of the Lord for ever."
The interment of the redeemed remains took place on Thursday,
January 28th, in the Extra-Mural Cemetery, Brighton, the first part
of the service being conducted at St. Luke's Church, which was crowded
by a sympathetic congregation. The officiating Clergy were the Rev.
Harold A. Lewty (Curate of St. Luke's), the Rev. George Thompson,
and the Rev. Edward Doveton. The widow, with the Rev. G. H.
Hewitt (son), Miss Hewitt (daughter), and Mr. and Mrs. R. W.
Mannering (son-in-law and daughter), were the principal mourners.
Others who attended were the Dean of Chichester, the Re',. Canon
Bond, the Rev. Canon Mallaby, the Rev. Hubert Brooke, the Rev.
E. D. Stead, the Rev. Seymer E. Terry, the Rev. W. T. Turpin,
the Rev. J. N. Worsfold, the Rev. - Boulton, the Rev. J. K. Popham,
the Churchwardens and Sidesmen, and representatives of various
Evangelical and Protestant Societies, with which Mr. HEWITT was
connected. All the children of the Sunday Schools were present.
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The casket bore the following inscription: "Rev. GEORGE HEWITT;
born March 18th, 1835; fell asleep January 24th, 1909."
On the Lord's-day morning following the beloved PASTOR'S death
St. Luke's Church was crowded by a mourning congregation, when the
Rev. James Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, one of Mr.
HEWITT'soldest friends, preached by request a sermon in his memory.
Mr. Ormiston took his text from Daniel vi., part of the 4th verse:
" Forasmuch as he was faithful." In the course of his opening remarks
he said he had come among his hearers at the call of God's Providence
to sorrow with them in the loss of their beloved Pastor-the Rev.
George Hewitt-who had laboured for many years earnestly and
faithfully in their midst. The words of their text originally applied
to the Prophet Daniel in the Captivity-" a man greatly beloved,"
as the Holy Spirit Himself described him. The fact that He thus
spoke of Daniel-" he was faithful "-showed of how great price in
the sight of God was the grace of faithfulness. And the late beloved
Pastor of that parish was one singularly gifted with that grace. Mr.
Hewitt was one of his own oldest Christian friends, he having known
him in Cumberland in the early sixties before his ordination, and he
learned to love and revere him greatly for the grace of God he recognized
in him. He felt sure that his hearers that day also held him in very
high esteem, as he did, as a true servant of Christ. To be a good
servant of Christ it was essential that a man should be faithful to his
Master, and to the revealed will of his Master. "Who then is a
faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his
household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant
whom his lord, when he cometh, shall find so doing." While they
now mourned the departure of a faithful man of God and sorrowed
with his dear family, they rejoiced with exceeding joy in the belief
that he had already heard from the lips of his adorable Master the
approving " Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord." Their confidence was that" absent from the body"
he, whom on earth they had known and loved for his works' sake,
was now". present with the Lord." Again, to be a good Steward
of. the things of God it was essential that a man should be faithful; as
the Apostle Paul had written, "Let a man so account of us, as of the
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God; moreover,
it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful." The late
minister of that people realized this responsibility. He had been put
in trust with the Gospel of Christ, and so he diligently sought to fulfil
his commission. Mr. HEWITT was a prayerfulstudent of God's Word.
He preached accordingly, and did not shun to declare those doctrines
of grace which the pride of the natural man always resented. The
Word with which he was entrusted had to be set forth as a quickening,
wounding, humbling message, and he did not shrink from his painful
duty. But he preached in tenderness of spirit. He was rich in the
gift of speaking healingly to wounded hearts. Anxious seekers after
the peace of God were tenderly encouraged. He knew that a true
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Pastor of Christ must not only wound by faithful testimony of God's
Word, but by the same Word must minister consolation to the stricken
and the downcast. "Faithful are the wounds of a friend." Not a
few of those present that morning had received from his lips words of
pastoral consolation in seasons of trouble. He was not one of those
who care to be thought and spoken of as " priests "-he was simply a
spiritual pastor, and under-shepherd employed in the consolatory
service of the Chief Shepherd of the redeemed sheep. Thus, whether
Mr. HEWIIT was regarded as a good servant of Christ, a diligent steward
of the things of God, or a laborious pastor of souls, he was one who
had "obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful." Mr. Ormiston
earnestly trusted that the bereaved congregation might be granted
in Mr. HEWIIT'S successor a like faithful spiritual teacher and guide.
He exhorted his hearers to be much in prayer for that blessing. At
the conclusion of the servioe the organist played the " Dead March"
in "Saul." At the evening service the pulpit was occupied by the
Rev. H. A. Lewty, who took his text from Ps. Iv. 15 (Prayer-book
Version), dwelling chiefly on the character of the deceased pastor
as "a friend." A very large congregation was present, and a deep
feeling pervaded the assemblage.
The following Appreciation is sent to us for publication by the Rev.
.r. N. Worsfold, formerly Rector of Haddlesey, Yorkshire, one of Mr.
HEWIIT'S old and attached friends.

AN ApPRECIATION.
" PRECIOUS in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints" (Ps. cxvi.
15), are the words which first came into my thoughts as I received
the intelligence of the home-call of my dear friend, the late Vicar of
St. Luke's, Prestonville. And very happy, too, was the precise moment
of that event, 8.30 p.m. Sunday, January 24th, 1909. Just as the
congregation in the church he loved so much to minister in were
dispersing, he was called up higher from the earthly sanctuary
gatherings to that blest region"Where congregations ne'er break up,
And Sabbaths have no end."
Often it has been my privilege to take part with our loved friend
in those services, and to rejoice in the simple spiritual ritual, and clear
outspoken truth of man's ruin by the fall, full redemption through
the atoning death and resurrectionary power of J ehovah Zidkenu,
and the life-giving Spirit which sanctifieth the elect people of God
proclaimed from the pulpit. Our dear brother was not afraid to
speak of election to eternal life, nor to take his stand steadfastly on
Articles IX. to XII., XVII., XXV. to XXVIII. of our Church. Among
the men whose writings and career interested him, along with the sainted
Toplady, was John Berridge, the Evangelical and Evangelizing Vicar of
Everton. Partly through his influence I took a preaching tour in the
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Berridge country in the autumn of the year 1899. Among the heartcommunings of which I had the enjoyment with the late Vicar of
St. Luke's, the writings and experiences of John Berridge formed a
frequent topic. Our late friend's religion was of a deeply experimental
character, wrought in him by the Holy Ghost's application, in part by
the wonderful providences of which he was the subject. One of the
most remarkable was, perhaps, his appointment as Vicar of St. Luke's,
Prestonville. That church had been designed for other teaching than
that of our dear friend. But God otherwise disposed, and the building
was secured by those who were followers of the noble body of Churchmen
who did so much to advance Scriptural religion fifty years ago. In
reference to his many trials, our late friend could say with Rutherford,
" And e'en the dews of sorrow were lustred by His love." Yes, his
soul was deeply penetrated in the sense of God's love. In a letter
I had from him in 1899, he wrote, "The Christian can see loveliness,
even in nature, which Christless souls do not enjoy. I have been
struck with these lines :'I,oved with an everlasting love,
Led by grace that love to know;
Spirit breaking from above,
Thou hast taught me it is so.
, Heaven above is softer blue,
Earth around is sweeter green;
Something lives in every hue
Christless eyes have never seen.
, Birds with gladder songs o'erflow,
Flowers with deeper beauties shine,
Since I know, as now I know,
I am His and He is mine.' "

Mr. Hewitt was one of those who really look up from nature to
nature's God. In May, 1905, we went together to Horsted Keynel!
to visit the church and house sacred to all lovers of the holy and brave
champion of truth in the seventeenth century-Archbishop Leighton.
While our main thought was in connection with Leighton, yet I
remember how fully Mr. Hewitt drank in the marvellous display of
sylvan beauty which beamed upon us on every side, lighted up by
brilliant sunshine. In August last Mr. Hewitt invited me te spend a
few days with him at Prestonville, with a view to my preaching for
special objects on Sunday. He seemed then physically more vigorous
than usual, and I quite thought he would be spared for at least a few
years. In his Parish Magazine, September, 1908, he gave a brief
analysis of my sermons from Heb. xiii. 8 and Matt. xxii. 42, "What
think ye of Christ?" As Mr. Hewitt, in a letter later, referred to
these sermonR, saying, "You were enabled to give us ' good words'
and' comfortable words,' " perhaps I may be excused for quoting from
the Parish Magazine above referred to a part of the summary of the
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morning'sermon, in which I am said to have declared that" to combat
the un-Christian tendencies of our time, we must look Jesus Christ in
the face as J ehovah-Jesus from everlasting to everlasting, unchangeable
in His purposes and promises, in His character and essence. Not to
be compared with any creatures, however exalted in moral teaching,
but unique as God and man."
His note of the evening sermon was my three divisions, viz.: (1) Christ
a Divine Saviour to be accepted; (2) A Master to be served; (3) A
King to be glorified. After this Mr. Hewitt left home for ten days,
but before doing so he preached from a portion of the message to the
Church in Sardis (Rev. iii. 4): "They shall walk with Me in white, for
they are worthy." As we had discussed the passage together, he sent
me an outline of the discourse as he delivered it. (1) Walk; (2) With
Me; (3) In white; (4) Worthy-and he dwelt for some time on clothing,
suggested by the white raiment. The Adam fall, the need of clothing,
quoting Gen. iii. 21, the Lord God made coats of skin and clothed them,
suggesting the blood and righteousness of Christ; and the clothing of
armour (Eph. vi.), implying conflict, etc., on earth; and the clothing
in heaven in white, no armour needed there, all calm, peaceful, quiet.
Victory and purity. No armour needed because no conflict. Fighting
and fears all over.
As this sermon was, I think, the last he delivered, the notes
briefly given above have a special and pathetic interest for all who
love his memory, and none the less because of the following verses,
which were evidently in his thoughts, and published in September
Parish Magazine, 1908.
" They shall Walk with Me in White."
"Oh, WE shall walk in holy white,
The foremost mid the thrnnq,
And WE shall strike the lyre of light,
And sing the Lamb's sweet song.
And we shall walk o'er fairer fields
Than time's pale summers spread,
While brighter flowers than Sharon yields
Spring fragrant 'neath our tread.
And WE shall walk 'neath glory's light,
More radiant than the noon,-'
More tender than a starry night,
And milder than the moon.
And WE shall walk where soil or stain
May never more defile;
WHERE

HOLY HEARTS

ENTWINED

AGAIN,

Are free from guilt and guile."
Viewed in the retrospect of the four months of painful sickness
following, in which our brother was scarcely able to express a thought
or utter a word to those around him, the quotation of these verses
seems prophetic, as well as pathetic; and yet I think we may add they
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are prophylactic to the wounded hearts of his mourning family and
bereaved flock.
r
I fear space may be wanting to speak of Mr. Hewitt's courage in
defence of the truths for which our martyred forefathers shed their
blood, and of his whole-hearted love for the brave little Church of
the Vaudois, which he visited, and so often lent his pulpit that I might
plead for it, and for poor Ireland with the Papal curse resting so heavily
upon it, pressed down, alas, to-day by those who call themselves lovers of
liberty and freedom of conscience. It is enough to say he was" a good
soldier of Jesus Christ," and we miss his presence in a band which
seems to be growing painfully small.
le The Standard-bearers fall!
We mourn their 1088.
Promoted are they to a higher sphere,
We look across the long march of the years,
Review their loyal faith;
As soldiers, brush we baek the gathering tears,
And shout, e Faithful unto Death.' "
Worthing, February 10th, 1909.
J. N. WORSFOLD.
THE

BEREAVED

ONES.

WE cannot close our notice of the home-going of God's dear servant
without adding a few words on behalf of the loved and loving ones
whom he has left behind in the Valley of Baca. We wish to say that
we cordially endorse the following appeal which has been issued as a
circular, and as a letter in The English Churchman newspaper by the
two Churchwardens of St. Luke's-Mr. George Dillistone, and Mr.
Henry Pavitt, whose addresses are given at foot. Those gentlemen
write :-" The lamented death of the Rev. George Hewitt, Vicar of
St. Luke's, Prestonville, preceded as it was by a serious and somewhat
lengthened illness, is the reason for this appeal on behalf of his widow
and daughter. The nature of Mr. Hewitt's illness involved heavy
expenses, and this, with the impending removal from the Vicarage,
and the consequent liabilities for dilapidations which will have to be
met in order to satisfy the requirements of the Diocesan authorities,
will be a very serious demand upon an exceedingly limited income.
In view of these facts, the Churchwardens and Sidesmen, at a specially
convened meeting, recently resolved to make an appeal to the Congrega.
tion and Friends who respect and revere the memory of our late Vicar
for donations to a fund to be used at the discretion of the Committee
to the best possible advantage for the present and future needs of
both the widow and Miss Hewitt. The Rev. George Thompson, 4,
Park View Terrace, Stanford Road, Brighton, has kindly consented
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to act as Treasurer to the fund. Donations may be sent to him or to
the Churchwardens, who are acting as Honorary Secretaries.-GEORGE
DILLISTONE, 9, Buxton Road, Brighton; HENRY PAVITT, 13, Cissbury
Road, Brighton, Churchwardens."
A prompt and generous response to this touching appeal from readers
of the Gospel Magazine would, under the blessing of the Lord, minister
not a little consolation to the sorrowing family of the late faithful
THE EDITOR.
minister of Christ.
<!totte~ponl:lfnCf.

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,The Army and Navy present a very wide field for the circulation
of Gospel literature, and we have here abundant opportunity to do good
to the bravl' men in both services. The following letters show that
the books circulated are greatly appreciated by the men. I am very
grateful to the many kind readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who have
forwarded me their monthly copies for 1908, together with other
magazines and pamphlets for my boxes.
From a Chaplain: "Allow me to thank you most gratefully for
your exceedingly kind gift of books and magazines, so kindly sent for
the seamen's use. The box arrived safely, and we shall find its contents
of much service."
From Falmouth: "Warmest thanks for your kindness in remembering the needs of our brave sailors, and sending a box of books for
them. We are constantly needing this assistance here, and at our other
station."
Still another Chaplain writes: "Thank you so much for the very
acceptable box of books you so kindly sent. They are a very real help
to us."
From Liverpool: "I acknowledge with many thanks the receipt
of your box of literature for the sailors. We are always glad to have
reading matter."
From Deal: "I thank you very much for your splendid box of
books-and they are of the right sort-received to-day. They will go
far, and please God, do good we may never hear of-this side, at any
rate, of the river we all have to cross."
1. have been asked to acknowledge a box of GOSPEL MAGAZINES from
Droitwich, also a parcel of books. These two gifts were safely received.
Parcels should be addressed to me at the undermentioned address.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL.
February, 1909.
12
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THE TRUE EVANGELISM.

To tM Ed~-tor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,
May I direct your readers' special attention to the remarkably able
article by the Rev. Professor Dick on " The True Evangelism," which
appears in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for February (page 108) ~ It is well
worth reading and pondering by all your readers, and especially by
ministers of the Gospel and Sunday School teachers. The writer has
evidently a very clear insight as to what the Gospel is and how it should
be Froclaimed. He shows clearly how erroneous and unscriptural is
much of the" Evangelistic" teaching of the present day, and how
wanting in Scripture authority are many of the methods for reaching
the masses now almost universally employed. His references to "singing
the Gospel," to "testimony-meetings," and to "missions" are well
worthy of attention, and most timely and important. Would that a copy
of the article could be sent to every minister of the Gospel throughout
the land. Some of your wealthy readers would, I feel sure, be making
a wise use of their means if they would act on this suggestion. While
writinp;, may I suggest also to all who have the power, that they send
copies of the Go ~PEL MAGAZINE-say for twelve months-to some
clergyman or minister ~ Who knows how much our God may use
such a work if it be done on a large scale ~ It must be increasingly
felt by those who value the GOSPEL MAGAZINE how few comparatively
there are in these days who know, love, and preach the Doctrines of
Grace. The sending forth broadcast of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE by
such as have the means might greatly help to spread the knowledge
of these truths amongst those who have never heard them. There is
surely great need to resort to wise efforts to spread abroad the knowledge of the pure Gospel of the grace of God.
I have no doubt that four Publisher would be glad to receive further
contributions for this object.
Praying that the Lord may grant you increasing grace for your
important editorial work,
I am,
Yours affectionately,
KENSINGTON PARSONAGE, BATH.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Jan. 27th, 1909.

CHRIST is the meat, the bread, the food of our souls.-Dr. Owen.
GOD causeth the grass to grow for the service of man. We sow the
seed, but God watches over every blade of grass, and waters it; yet
we wonder if God will take care of us! Begone unbeJief !-who dare say
that God has not been faithful ~ He has led us, fed us, watched over
us, cared for us, and blessed us, and is whispering to us to-day, " I will
never leave thee." Go, and bless Him for His faithfulness, instead of
being unbelieving.-Rev. Matthew Welland.
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PETER'S SUPREMACY.
By THE LATE REV. HENRY MELVILL, RD.
THE most difficult part of the task which our Reformers undertook
was, we may suppose, the distinguishing between what must be rejected
as superstitious and what might be retained as indifferent or profitable.
There must have been great risk that, in their zeal to crush error, and
to remove abuse, points would be attacked and shaken which fell not
fairly under either description. It was to be bOlnc in mind, that Popery
was not made up of actual falsehoods, 80 much as of distorted and
misrepresented truths. There is scarcely a tenet of Popery which is
not, if we may use such a description, a caricature of truth, or, rather,
which has not been compounded, by the addition of man's unhallowed
inventions, with something which might be proved or inferred from
the Bible. Hence the reforming the Church was evidently a work of
extraordinary delicacy. Truth was to be extracted from the mass of
error with which it had been overlaid, and the risk was that in throwing
away what bigotry denounced there might be cut off what revelation
taught. Our Reformers, so far as we can judge, steered with wonderful
wisdom between the opposite perils; theirs was not an uncurbed spirit
of innovation, which could brook that nothing be left which has even
the appearance of connection with Popery; they set themselves with
all care to the examining the tenets and observances of the Roman
Church, and if, when the winnow had scattered the chaff, there remained
behind one particle of truth, they cherished it sedulously and reverentially, and were not deterred from introducing it into their services
by any fears of being thought still inclined to the faults of Popery. It
was thus with the honour given to saints and confessors. The Roman
Catholics had sinned grievously in ascribing to Peter a power and
a glory which could belong to none but the Mediator Christ; buried
saints were made the objects of prayer, and recourse was had to them,
as to intercessors who could prevail with God; yet this fatal and
perilous error took its rise in the truth. "The memory of the just is
blessed." And we do well to hold in veneration thosfl who have been
eminent for piety and faith; there is nothing which is better calculated
to excite us to diligence in the heavenward course, or nerve us to
practise it for righteousness' sake, than converse with that " cloud of
witnesses" who are still on the spiritual firmament. Fixing our
thoughts on those who have been" valiant for the truth," reviewing
their history and celebrating their praises; this may be as profitable
as it is lawful; for if they who are dead yet speak, we are not OL.ly
warranted, but we may gain much sterling instruction, in investigating
their history. Hence it did not follow, that because superstition had
mixed itself up with the commemoration of these worthies, it was to
be swept altogether from the services of the Church. Our Reformers,
in displacing what was idolatrous, were bound to maintain the
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legitimate honour which is due to the dead servants of God. They
therefore appointed the observance of saint days, by which the chief
worthies of our Church may be held in memory; and thus they designed
not to exalt and celebrate the creature, but, by directing our thoughts
to what grace effected in others, to stimulate us to the improving a
like precious gift. No one who has ever observed or felt the power of
Christian biography will question that the dedicating a day to apostles
or martyrs is a wise institution, as furnishing us with examples to be
imitated, and transactions which may either warn or encourage us.
The present day is one of festivals, being set apart to the commemoration of Peter. The history of this apostle, with the chief portions
of which you must all be familiar, is as interesting as it is instructive,
abounding as it does in incidents which furnish lessons of no ordinary
moment. It were pleasing and profitable if, when reviewing these
incidents, we called your attention to the excellencies and failings of a
most devoted, though impetuous and most confident disciple. But
we feel that, whilst the whole system of Popery has associated itself
with the name of Peter, we should do well to take advantage of
this festival to inform and strengthen you in the tenets of Protcstantism.
You are aware that it is the doctrine of Popery that Peter was
invested by Christ with an authority over the other apostles, and that
the popes, as being the direct successors of Peter in the Bishopric of
Rome, possess therefore authority over all other bishops or councils.
The Pope is at once exalted into a Christian head, every Church being
subject to his jurisdiction, and every controversy to his decision. We
shall not speak of the blasphemous assumption of power which has
been made by the Pope in the character of universal head; we only
meet what is understood by Papal Suplemacy in its mildest and least
exaggerated form. It is first of all asserted, that Peter had a
primacy over the other apostles; a superiority in power, command, 01.jurisdiction. It is then contended, that as Peter was Bishop of
Rome, the Primacy must have passed and must have descended to his
successor, the Pope. Now comes the inference from these premises,
that Peter having been as sovereign amongst the apostles, the Pope
must be as sovereign amongst bishops: in other words, the universal
head of the Christian Church, to whom all must bow, and from whose
decision there is no appeal. But was Peter a sovereign amongst
the apostles? If we may judge from our text, Paul knew nothing
of such superiority. Paul, observing signs of dissimulation in
Peter at Antioch, rebuked him sharply, and afterwards stated the
occurrence in his Epistle to the Galatians. But had Peter been
the appointed superior of Paul, the first of infallible Popes, Paul,
we think, would have been over-bold in reproving, and still more in
recording, the faults of his ecclesiastical head. Yet no account is given
us that Paul transgressed the strict bounds of his office. " But
surely," you will say," if Roman Catholics maintain the supremacy of
Peter, they must have some Scriptural reasons to support that
opinion." We will look at them. We will make it the business of
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our discourse to examine them. Het:e is Paul rebuking Peter
though, if the Papal doctrine be true, it was his right to slur over his
faults, if he had any, or at least to treat them with reverential silence.
Now, then, let us sce whether the Bible gives any proof that Paul
was wrong, or that he had violated the respect due to an ecclesiastical
head, in having acted as he describes in our text: "But when Peter
was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to
be blamed."
Now, in the 16th chapter of Matthew's Gospel is a very remarkable
passage, on which mainly the Papists rest the superiority which they
claim for Peter. Wc must examine this passage with all care, and
endeavour to give it its legitimate interpretation. Coming" into the
coasts of Crosarea Philippi," Jesus "asked His disciples, Whom do
men say that I, the Son of Man, am ?" He was answered, " Some say
that Thou art John the Baptist, some Elias, and others J eremias, or
onc of the prophets." He then asked the disciples themselves-" But
whom say ye that I am ?" They no longer reply in a body, as when
giving the current reports; Peter alone is prepared with the answer" Thou art Christ, the son of the living God." Undoubtedly, this was
not the first time that confessions of this kind had been made. It
would appear, however, that on no previous one had there been so
full and explicit a recognition of His being both the Son of Man and
the Son of God-a combination which, whether or not distinctly
understood, is equivalent to the union of the Divine and human natures
in the person of Jesus. But what we are now concerned with observing
was the confession individually of Peter, and not, as many commentators
have supposed, of the whole body of the apostles through Peter as
their leader and spokesman. This supposition has been cherished,
because, if he had made the confession as the confession of the body,
there would have been nothing personal in our Lord's address to
Peter. But this is palpably unfair; and truths need no subterfuge.
Jesus immediately answered-" Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for
flesh and blood hath not revealed these things unto thee;" a form of
expression which requires us to consider Peter spoken to individually,
and not as the representative of the apostolic company. Christ then
proceeds to address Himself to Peter, thus restricting the promise to
that one apostle-" I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven."
Now, the first thing you should observe is, that the word Petel'
signifies" a rock." This gives the Roman Catholics their only pretence
for concluding from the passage the supremacy of Peter. "Thou
art Peter "-that is, " a rock;" "and on this rock "-that is, on thy
power-" will I build My Church." Such is the Papal interpretation:
to say the least of it, it is forced and unnatural. Had Christ said,
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"Thou art a rock, and on thee will I build," the sense would have becn
clear; but when He says, "Thou art a rock, and on this rock will I
build," He seems to refer to two rocks, and not to the same. Besides,
the words are not precisely the same in the original, though they are
in the translation. In the sentence" Thou art a rock," thc word is
the masculine word for" a rock," and in the sentence" on this rock
will I build," it is the feminine word; and though the words may
sometimes be used promiscuously, one can hardly think, that if Christ
had spoken all through of the same rock He would have changed the
gender. And let it be remembered, that the Papists would gain nothing
from proving that Peter is the rock on which the Church is built. No
doubt there is a great sense in which the Church was built on Peter. It
was built on all the apostles; as Paul declares to the Ephesians"Ye are built on the foundation of apostles and prophets." Thus
also: "And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in this
new Jcrusalem were the names of the twelve apostles and the Lamb."
If the Church were built on all the apostles, it may be spccially said
to be built on Peter; for Peter would seem to be the first or most
most eminent of the apostles. Hence, if the Papist be right in contending that the rock was Peter, he leaves no room for supposing that
the other apostles were the foundation as well. But if such be not the
case, how can there be any absolute and unlimited jurisdiction?
It is thus, therefore, we think, that the Roman Catholics gain nothing.
That this rock was Peter! we opposc the interpretation; we
opposc it on the grounds already advanced-as being fal-fetched and
unnatural. What, then, is the rock on which Christ declared that His
Church should be built? No doubt that fundamental truth which
Peter has just boldly declared-the truth that Jesus is "the Christ,
the son of the living God." Our Lord's words may be thus paraphrased: "Thou art rightly called Peter; thou hast just shown a
firmness, as of a rock, in avouching a truth which none but God could
have taught thee; thou hast confessed Me the Son of man, and also
the Son of God; and on this rock, the immutable and irrevcrsible
truth, that I am verily , God manifest in the flesh' will I build My
Church." We all admit, as the foundation-truth of Christianity, that
Jesus was thc Messiah, the long-promised Saviour, the Son of the everliving God; and whilst as members of Christ's Church we rest on this
truth, we feel that we are secured against every spiritual adversary,
and that although dcath still claims sovereignty over our race, it was
spoiled of power by "the ResulTcction and the Life." Once take
away this truth, and the whole system of Christianity totters and
crumblcs. There is no longer a rcsting-place for the fallen and the
vile, if the Son of Man, on whom we are dependent, be not" the Christ,
the Son of the living God." And therefore, well might the Mediator
refer to this truth as a "rock," being built on which is to be placed
beyond the reach of the gates of hell, and the apostate powers and
principalities of the invisible world. Oh! if the weakest of the children
of men can bid defiance to all the hosts of the evil one, and meet the
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last enemy with triumphant assurance that death has no sting, and
the grave no victory, and if he can do this because resting on the truth,
that He by whose name he is called is none other than the anointed
One of God, Prophet, Priest, and King to His people, why, if any truth
can be called a rock, this is that truth-impregnable, though opposed
by a thousand cnemies, and immovable amid the convulsions of the
judgment. And if it be not on the Apostle Peter himself, but on the
truth which that apostle confessed, that our Lord declared His purpose
of founding His Church, then, so far as we have yet gone in the examination of the memorable words on which the Papists rest the supremacy
of Peter, there is nothing to show that Peter had any such superiority
over the other apostles as required them to bow to his authority, and
nothing, therefore, to prove that St. Paul was forgetful of what was
due to a master and head, when doing what he describes in our text" But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face,
because he was to be blamed."
Now, let us consider the remainder of our Lord's address to Peter.
What is meant by His giving him the keys of the kingdom of heaventhe power of binding and loosing? "I will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven." We again remind you, that this promise
may be considered as peculiar to Peter. It is important to bear
this in mind, because the power of binding and loosing was conveyed
in the same terms to all the apostles. Addressing His disciples, and
through them, we may believe, their successors in the ministry, Christ
said, on another occasion-" Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." Now, what do we understand by these words,
as applicable to the ministers of Christ in every age? We understand,
that the power of declaring absolution is vested in the clergy; so that
whenever, judging with a righteous judgment, they excommunicate
any who are proved deficient in rectitude, it is ratified in heaven. But
that man should claim the power of actually absolving from sin il:'
nothing short of blasphemous. That he should claim the power of
declaring that sin is taken away, if certain conditions be fulfilled, this
belongs necessarily to the office of ministers, inasmuch as they are
ambassadors from God to men. And if anything of church discipline
were wanted amongst us, this is precisely the institution needed.
Suppose a man debarred, as he ought to be, from the Lord's Supper,
for some open and flagrant immorality, he renounces his known sin,
and comes to his minister as a penitent to confess his wickedness. The
minister cannot see into the heart; he can only judge from the profession and the conduct; he has, therefore, no right to declare without
qualification that the man is forgiven, but he has a right to assure that
man of forgiveness, provided his repentance be genuine; and then he
has a further right, after this declaration, to receive again to the Lord's
table the individual whom he had excommunicated, thus loosing what
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he had bound, and, if necessary, again binding what he had loosed.
Such is the power of binding and loosing, which seems derived down
to ourselves from the apostles.
But if it were in a peculiar sense that Christ promised this power to
Peter, we have still to consider what difference there lies herein between
Peter and the other apostles. Observe this very attentively.
Peter was signally honoured, as being the first to admit the Gentiles to
the privileges of Christianity. They were prepared for this, as you
will all remember, by the vision which was three times repeated to the
devout centurion Cornelius. If you consider the Gospel dispensation,
which is commonly styled" the kingdom of heaven," as a city or
fortress, you will observe that it was closed against all but the Gentiles,
and that, too, by the rites and ceremonies of the Mosaic economy.
But when Peter, armed with an authority from God, threw open
the Christian Church to the men of every land, he may be said to have
thrown back the bolts, applied" the keys," and given admission to
the nations into the kingdom of heaven. The gates were locked, and
the Apostle Peter, as it were, unlocked them. What, then, could be
more correct than the saying, that Christ gave him "the keys of the
kingdom of heaven ~" We may add to this, that Peter was the
chief instrument in opening the kingdom to the Jews; for three
thousand were converted by his sermon on the day of Pentecost. This
sermon was the first publication of a finished redemption; so that, in
delivering it, Peter unlocked the great mystery of our faith; and
thus the promise, peculiar to Peter, was fulfilled in a sense peculiar
to this apostle, for he first admitted both Jews and Gentiles into the
kingdom of heaven, and so proved that Christ had given him "the
keys" of that kingdom. Let it also be observed, that Peter took
the lead in the first general council, when the weighty question was
discussed how far the Mosaic law must be observed by the Gentile
converts. Taught by the Holy Spirit, he seems to have been the chief
instrument in settling this question-in deciding, so that the decision
was ratified in heaven, what should be retained and what remitted.
Thus, again, in a sense quite peculiar to himself, what he bound on
earth was bound in heaven, and what he loosed on earth was loosed
in heaven. So that it might fairly be contended, in every way, that
the declaration of our Lord, as to the keys of heaven, was accomplished
in the life of Peter, it being fulfilled in his pusonal experience.
What, then, is there in the passage to give the slightest encouragement
to the Popish theory as to the supremacy of Peter? Peter was, indeed,
highly honoured in being called to unlock the gates of the kingdom of
heaven. He is foremost in his confession of his Master Christ; and
Christ commissions him to be first in establishing the Gospel dispensation. Now, had he a sovereignty over the rest of the apostles?
Had he an infallibility in all matters of doctrine and discipline, to
consider every dispute, and settle every controversy? Who, if he
had not a preconceived theory to uphold, would find this in the gift of
a power to bind and loose? We admit the prophecy in question has
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its difficulties; but we believe these difficulties are removed by the
foregoing interpretation, and that what we have traced in the history
of Peter is at least commensurate with what is predicted by Christ
of this apostle. If he did in a signal manner remove the barriers which
excluded the Gentile world, putting back the mysterious doors, and
giving free access to far-off children, east, west, north and south, and
even to ourselves, "aliens" naturally "from the commonwealth,"
then it follows that he opened the gates through which we might pour
into the eity of salvation; but that he had no such superiority as is
claimed by the Romanist is shown by our text; "But when Peter
was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to
be blamed."
Now, it is most important to our Protestantism, that we should be
certified that Peter had no such supremacy amongst the apostles
as is claimed for the Pope amongst bishops. The more you examine,
the more you will find, that the whole system of Popery rests on the
alleged supremacy of Peter. Popes arrogate to themselves unlimited
jurisdiction over the Church, as though there were vested in them an
absolute sovereignty in all matters of religion. They justify their
pretensions, by declaring themselves the successors of Peter, and
by maintaining that they claim no power but what this apostle wielded.
Hence, as we have already observed, if you prove that Peter had
no supremacy amongst apostles, you take away the foundation of
Popery, and the monstrous and unhallowed superstructure totters
and falls. We call this a short mode of dealing with Popery; not
attacking it in detail, but going at once to the root. And forasmuch
as anyone of you may ascertain from the Bible whether Peter was a
pope amongst apostles, we leave it to you, as being able, to give a
reason for Protestantism, and uphold truth against the encroachments
of Rome. Not, indeed, that we wish to deny the great apostle of the
circumcision that pre-eminence which was undoubtedly his. Herein
we need that delicacy which we have already mentioned. Peter is
not to be depreciated, that Popery may be refuted. We allow that,
in many respects, Peter was chief amongst apostles. He seems to
have been the first in age, and probably also in appointment to the
apostleship, since his name is generally mentioned first. Though he
often offended by his impetuousness, and at last grievously dishonoured,
by thrice denying his Master, yet we gather from the traces in the
Gospel histories that he was foremost in boldness, in quickness of
speech, in resolution, in activity, in industry, in wisdom, of all with
whom he was associated. Such a superiority, then, we willingly
concede to Peter-a superiority of worth, of dignity, of precedence;
but when a superiority in power or jurisdiction is claimed, we refuse
our assent and we challenge the proofs; when it is asserted that
Peter had a paramount authority over the rest of the apostles, that
he was supreme judge in all matters of controversy, we maintain that
the statement is not only unsupported, but contradicted by Scripture.
How comes it, for example, if Peter were constituted this judge,
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that the apostles themselves should have afterwards disputed" which
of them should be the greatest?" It is very strange that the alleged
promotion of Peter should have been unknown to his contemporaries,
and only found out by posterity. Yet it is evident that the apostles
knew nothing of it. Paul enumerates the chief offices instituted
by God in His Church, and he mentions the apostles first; but you
hear nothing of the origin of such a post as the Papists would give
Peter. In all which occurs in Scripture, touching controversy, or
doctrine, or practice, you never find Peter appealed to as a sovereign
arbiter, or his opinion quoted as conclusive. Surely, if he had been
appointed to decide all differences, and check all disorder, he would
have been referred to. Yet you find nothing of this in the New
Testament. The apostles attacked heresy by disputation and argument,
but they never thought of demolishing it by the sentence of Peter.
Our text is enough with which to meet the pretensions of the Romanist.
Indeed, there was never undertaken a more hopeless task than that
of showing from Scripture that Peter had superiority in power or
jurisdiction. If the Pope is to be amongst bishops what the Bible
represents Peter amongst apostles, it is necessary to show-and
this is worth your observing-that Peter possessed what is called
a Pope's authority, or that it descended to the Pope of Rome. There
is great ground for denying that Peter ever was Bishop of Rome.
Peter was an apostle, and the apostles were a distinct order, and. if
the apostles were bishops at all, the world was their diocese-and this
can scarcely consist with the extraordinary opinion, that they assumed
the charge of a particular bishopric; but even if Peter were bishop of
Rome, the apostle did not communicate the apostleship.
Thus, viewing in what light you will the Papal pretensions, as resting
on the supremacy possessed and transmitted by Peter, you detect
their hollowness and demonstrate their presumption. And we do
think it a most humiliating fact in the history of our race, that a theory
such as this should ever have obtained so vast an assent, that the
millions of Christendom have given it their homage, and the king on
the throne and the captive in his dungeon alike yielded themselves to
the despotism which it introduced and perpetuates. We know of
nothing parallel to this in the history of man, nothing whieh displays
with so overcoming and melancholy a fidelity what a broad home
there is in man's breast for the worst forms of error. Had not Popery
mixed up with itself much of the alluring and seductive, had it not
enlisted the passions on its side, while it set at nought reason and
chained the understanding, never, no, not in days when civilization
was overborne and thick darkness rested on Burope, would it have
gained for itself a reverence. But we quite forget when we hustily
pronounce that Popery is not likely to be revived, that Popery is
emphatically the religion of human nature, and that he who can
persuade himself of its truth passes into a position most coveted by
the masses of our race-that in which sin may be committed and its
punishment averted. We found no ground against the re-establishment
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of Popery in the confessed fact of the vast outstretching of mind and
the general development of the thinking faculties of our people. If a
day of great intellectual darkness be favourable to Popery, so also
may be a day of great intellectual light. It is not wisdom which will
make men loathe Popery; if they grow too wise to seek God humbly
in the Bible, they will be as open to that delusion which can believe a
lie, and to that persuasion which palms of! falsehood for truth, as the
ignorant and the illiterate. There is no better element for a false
religion than that which generates conceit of our powers; so that
with all our advancing intelligence, we may be as ready for the reception
of the absurdities of Popery as though we had retrograded some
centuries, and had fallen back on the darkncss of our forefathers.
Intellect, which is precious when duly honoured, becomes an evil when
idolised as omnipotent. Therefore we would caution you against
making light of the struggles of Popery because we live in an age
when knowledge is widely diffused. Strong, indeed, is the Lord God
-strong to uphold those who are steadfast in the truth-st.rong to
destroy all who, either by their energy or blindness, maintain the
cause of falsehood. There is to come a time, when the disorders of
this creation shall be rectified, when" the stone cut out without hands"
shall destroy all human sovereignty, when the adversaries of the
Lord shall be gathered together from the foUl' corners of the earth, and
be crushed by the power which they have insolently defied. Then
will be demonstrated, that "the gates of hell" have not prevailed
against the Church; for then shall everyone who, "through honour
and dishonour, through evil report and good report," has acknowledged
" the truth as it is in Jesus," stand shielded from the wrath which is
to overrun the earth. It is not, therefore, that we fear for those who
keep fast to the immovable rock; God will have His remnant, and
that remnant would be safe if Protestantism bowed before Popery;
but we fear for the wavering and the weak, that they may be seduced
into the" making shipwreck of the faith." Let each, then, examine
Protestantism for himself, and be prepared with a reason in support
of his religion. Let each set himself against the sentiment that wears
an appearance of specious liberality-a sentiment that none more
heartily deride than Roman Catholics themselves-the sentiment
that too much worth has been attached to the differences of the Churches,
that the Popery of the present day is not the same as the Popery of
the past, but that, softened by civilization, what was mean and persecuting has become tolerant and large-minded. We know of no Popery
but that of Peter; and we address you in the words of that apostle" Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist,
steadfast in the faith." Nay, hearken again to him who received" the
keys of the kingdom of heaven "-the power of binding and loosing" Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware
lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your
own steadfastness."
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AGED PILGRIMS'l'FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE financial year of the Society will close on March 31st, and the
Committe~ are hopeful that the receipts will, during the month, bring
up the total of subscriptions and donations to a sum exceeding that
of the preceding twelve months; there has been a gratifying increase
in the number of small annual contributions; but many more are
needed to keep pace with the growing pension expenditure.
During the past month the Society has lost, by death, three
valued friends, whose places it will be difficult to fill. The Rev. Gcorge
Hewitt, of Brighton, was ever at the service of the Institution, as well
as by collections in his church and his presence at local meetings.
Mr. S. Combridge, the Hon. Secretary of the Brighton Auxiliary,
represented the Society at the funeral. Miss Jane Neate, an
attached and useful member of Mr. Hewitt's congregation, has
also passed away; she was the senior lady visitor of the Brighton
Home. By the decease of Miss Elizabeth Holland, of Tonbridge, the
Institution has lost the oldest of its Lady Collectors. Miss Holland
was for many years a worshipper at the Tabernacle, Hastings, and
entered upon her work as a Collector as far back as 1850. Not long
since she wrote: "I feel I am much more indebted to the pilgrims
than they can be to me, as they were the means of bringing me in
close connection with many of the Lord's children, and though not
able to do so much from increasing age and infirmities - I am now
in my 88th year-I shall always be deeply interested in this valuable
Society and all connected with the different branches of the work. If
young friends should be led to become Collectors through what I have
said, may they be as much favoured as I have been; then they will bless
the Lord for the privilege He has given them."
The aged in London are at a greater disadvantage than those in the
Provinces, owing to the increased stress of industrial life. In towns
there is less work for the aged, and loss of capacity often precedes loss
of strength. In the country, families are less divided, house-room is
cheaper, the garden is valuable, neighbourly relations are stronger,
and charity is often given with more knowledge. The Society brings
young and old, rich and poor together, and makes the last years of
many hundreds of God's aged people brighter and happier than they
otherwise would be. The dismal thought of the Workhouse as the
last stage of the journey fades away, and families who are honestly
struggling in life have the satisfaction of seeing aged parents provided
for; a spirit of healthy independence is fostered, and the commonwealth
derives benefit from the silent but penetrative influence of the lives
of those who are maintained in all parts of the land. To some extent
the aged Christian poor are not participants in gifts which others
enjoy, for they do not publicly parade their privations; they silently
suffer, and it is for the loving hearts and helpful hands of thei~ fellowbelievers to minister to their needs.

The Gospel Magazine.
l~n~fjing

189

1Bbentfj.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE KING opened the fourth session of the present Parliament on
the 16th of last month. The Royal Speech intimated that Great
Britain continued to maintain friendly relations with all the Po",eIs.
The programme of legislation for the Se'lsion, excepting a Bill for the
Disestablishment of the Church in Wales, was not ambitious, as the
forthcoming business would be largely influenced by the exigencies
of prevailing national financial considerations. We are thankful that
no reference was made in the Speech to proposals affecting the integrity
of the Sovereign's statutory Declaration against Popery. Nor was
there the slightest allusion to any action hostile to the House of Lords.
The Reports presented last month in the Convocations of Canterbury
and York, under cover of the King's Letter of Business, gravely imply
that a great organic change in the Faith and Worship of the Established
Church has been brought within the range of human possibility.
Especially is this the case in regard to the administration of the Lord's
Supper. The Report recommends the legalization of the Mass Vestments' as a permissive use for those Clergy who prefer them rather
than the" comely surplice," which has been uniformly worn since the
period of the Protestant Reformation. Resistance to such a plo-Roman
proposal must, of course, be maintained by every Constitutional
means-prayerfully and uncompromisingly. Various alterations in
the text and rubrics of the Prayer Book, many in a retrograde direction,
are suggested in the Committee's RepOlt, and must be strenuously
opposed. We are glad to add that two members of the Convocation
Committee-Dean Wace and Canon Hensley-recorded stronglyreasoned objections to the Report favouring the authorization of
the" Eucharistic," or Mass Vestments.
Anent the perils of the present situation, we may state that copies
of the following memorial and protest to the Archbishops and Bishops,
signed by between two and three hundred beneficed-and a few unbeneficed-Clergymen, were sent to their Lordships towards the end
of January. Suffragan and Assistant Bishops also received the
document. The Memorial runs :_H We, the undersigned Beneficed
Clergy, submit the following considerations, urging with earnestness
and all due respect your immediate attention thereto. First, we enter
our emphatic protest before God against the teaching of Romish
doctrines, accompanied by Romish ritual, by very many Clergy of our
Church; also against the action of many Bishops, who, although they
call upon Candidates for Ordination solemnly to vow always to minister
the Doctrine and Sacraments as the Lord hath commanded and 'as
this Church and Realm hath received the same,' and to banish and
drive away all erroneou8.and strange_doctrines contrary to..!lGod's
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Word, and further to declare their assent to the Thirty-nine Articles
(including Articles vi., xxii., xxviii., xxxi., and xxxv.), yet appoint
and institute to livings Clergymen who are persistently and notoriously
breaking these most important Ordination Vows which concern the
Doctrine and the Sacraments, in a manner that has become It scandal
to the Church of England In the name of Truth and Conscience we
prote. t against this long-permitted state of tbing~, which is deiving
multitudes of f:1ithful Christian persons from their Parish Churches,
and which must deter many conscientious young men from entering
the ministry. 2. Further, we protest against the endeavour to legalize
a Special Vestment for the Holy Communion, and any attempt whatsoever to eover the same with a Rubric or Declaration that the Vestment
is not to be considered as significant of doctrine, as any such Rubric
or Declaration would be utterly opposed to the testimony of tens of
thousands of members of the Church of England who have strongly
maintained that the Vestment does signify doctrine to them, and as
the very reason authoritatively given for proposing such a Vestment
is the retaining in the ChUlch those who are now ministering the
Doctrine and Sacraments not as this Church and Realm hath rect'ived
same. 3. Finally, we beg of you to be strong to repudiate and drive
away all ' erroneous and strange doctrines' whether taught by word,
or by illegal, suggestive Ritual; to refrain from instituting to livings
Clergy whom you believe to be notoriously , ministering the Doctrine
and Sacraments' not "as this Church and Realm hath received the
same'; to oppose all endeavours to force a Romish or semi·Romish
Vestment upon our Protestant Church; and to take away the stumbling
blocks that are scattering the flock of Christ. We trust you will see
that it is an utterly inadequate treatment of the present condition of
our Church to cry' Peace, Peace,' since any peace or compromise with
the false doctrine and superstitions of Rome is opposed to the mind of
God as declared in His Word. And we submit that the obligations
and vows of Bishops and Clergy, especially with regard to the maintenance of pure doctrine, which is a matter of infinite importance, should
be recognized to have at least the binding force that contracts and
promises still have in secular professions, lest the example set by our
Church deeply corrupt the national life and lower even the common
standard of honour and fair dealing. We make this protest and
entreaty in deep recognition and acknowledgment of our own unworthiness, but with humble hope that the God of Truth Whose wisdom is
, first pure, then peaceable,' and who has bidden us ' earnestly to contend
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints,' may vouchsafe
to bless these plain words concerning plain facts, intended only in love
to all men, and in faithfulness to our Saviour Jesus Christ."
The Centenary Celebrations of the London Jews' Society were held
in the metropolis last month. The principal meeting was presided
over by Sir John Kennaway, Bart., M.P., and the proceedings were of
a deeply interesting character, and full of hope for the future of Israel.
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THE LIFE OF THE LATE ISABELLA BIRD (Mrs. Bishop). By ANNE M.
STODDART. (London: Murray.)
THIS memoir will probably be welcomed by many who were interested
in the numerous volumes published by this adventurous traveller,
although we think that its interest is somewhat diminished by the
omission of some of the most remarkable episodes of her life, in consequence of their having been already fully described in those published
volumes. Miss Bird was certainly a very remarkable woman, very
gifted, astonishingly brave, but in some respects rather eccentric.
How, with a delicate constitution, she managed to endure all the
hardships entailed by her dangerous and terribly fatiguing journeys,
is a marvel; but it is partly explained by the facts that her energies
were sustained by excitement, and that she was possessed of a wonderful power of digestion, which enabled her to exist, and even to thrive,
on the coarsest and most unpalatable food. She married, rather late
in life, an excellent Christian man, Doctor Bishop; but he did not live
long, being worn out by his noble and self-denying activities.
Mrs. Bishop was one of the most powerful advocates of Christian
missions. She described herself as being a traveller who was made a
convert to missions, not by missionary successes, but by seeing, in her
years of Asiatic travelling, the desperate needs of the un-Christianized
world. She wrote: "There was a time when I was altogether indifferent to missions, and would have avoided a mission-station rather
than have visited it. But the awful, pressing claim of the un-Christianized nations which I have seen, has taught me that the work of
their conversion to Christ is one to which one would gladly give
influence and whatever else God has given to one. When travelling in
Asia, it struck me very much how little we have heard, and how little
we know, how sin is enthroned, and deified, and worshipped. There
is sin and shame everywhere. Mohammedanism is corrupt to the very
core. The morals of Mohammedan countries are corrupt, and the
imagination very wicked. How corrupt is Buddhism! How corrupt
Buddhists are! These false faiths degrade women with an infinite
degradation. The intellect is dwarfed, while all the worst passions of
human nature are stimulated and developed in a fearful degree;
jealousy, envy, murderous hate, intrigue running to such an extent
that, in some countries, I have hardly ever been in a woman's house,
or near a woman's tent, without being asked for drugs with which to
disfigure the favourite wife, to take away her life, or to take away the
life of the favourite wife's infant son! This request has been made
to me nearly 200 times . . . It follows, necessarily, that there is an
infinite degradation of men. The whole continent of Asia is corrupt.
It is the scene of barbarities, tortures, brutal punishments, oppression,
and official corruption, which is worst under Mohammedan rule; and

192

The Gospel Magazine.

of all things which are the natural products of systems without God in
Christ. There are no sanctities of home; nothing to tell of righteousness, temperance, or judgment to come; only a fearful looking for in
the future of fiery indignation from some quarter, they know not what."
Mrs. Bishop gave particulars from time to time of the immeasurable
amount of human agony and disease which she met with; agony and
disease which, to a very large extent, might be lessened or cured by
even a limited amount of medical and surgical aid; and she mentioned
how intense was the gratitude evinced when such aid was forthcoming. Hence she strongly urged the importance of medical missions,
or of missionaries and their wives being equipped with a really useful
amount of medical and surgical knowledge. Upon one occasion,
when she was in Albania, she was able to render such aid to a chief
there, as well as to some of the members of his tribe; and before she
left the neighbourhood, he came to her again, evidently iil a perplexed
state of mind, and begged her to tell him how it was that she, an English
lady, could leave her home, her friends, and her country, and journey
such a long, long way to help him and his people without any fee or
reward. Then she preached Christ to him, and told him something
of His wonderful person and life. Greatly interested, he exclaimed
in the most earnest manner: "Oh, that is the kind of leader (or
teacher) we want! Oh, would that you could send us one like Him! "
Mrs. Bishop's end was peace. She died in 1904, at the age of seventythree years.

THE KING'S PROTESTANT DECLARATION-SHALL IT BE ALTERED?
By the Rev. CHARLES RUMFITT, LL.D. One Penny. Reductions
for large quantities for free circulation. (London: D. Catt,
74, Strand, W.C.). 1909.
WE cannot speak too highly of this able statement of the case for
the retention on the Statute Book of the" Declaration" made against
Popery by the Sovereigns of England on their Accession to the Throne.
The learned author has admirably succeeded in presenting, in popular
form, a series of arguments in opposition to the attempts now being
made in Parliament by the Roman Catholics for the abolition of the
"Declaration." The Calvinistic Protestant Union is doing wisely and
well by making a special effort to put this forceful and timely booklet
into the hands of the million, for a lamentable amount of ignorance
on the subject prevails, and it is of the greatest importance that sound,
reliable information should be circulated among all classes of the
King's subjects. Our columns contain an advertisement of the scheme
of the C.P.U. to obtain help for the distriblltion of 250,000 copies of
this little book (which contains 16 pages of well-printed matter), and
we heartily wish God-speed to the effort. Already 70,000 copies have
been ordered, but this ought to be but the beginning of a vastly greater
movement. The necessary funds should be subscribed promptly.

