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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, teat we may be able to comfort them whicL are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 000.."-2 COR. i. 4.

GOD'S PLAl.'{ IS THE BEST,

" The way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh
to direC! his steps."-JER. x. 23.
A MUCH-AFFLICTED servant of GOD once exclaimed, "How wonderfully good GOD is to me! He seems to treat me as a gardener
sometimes treats a favoured plant-he puts it into the hot-house,
or under a glass cover, and waters it, and airs it, and attends to it
constantly. And the LORD deals thus with me. Oh, may He
keep me from being like ISRAEL of old who, after GOD had done
all that could be done with them, when He looked for grapes found
only wild grapes" (Isa. v. 1-7). Religious privileges do not save.
A true child of GOD-a soul whom the SPIRIT of grace has really
led into the paths of liberty and sonship, is Divinely taught and
kept from this delusive error. The storms and tempests which
beset the man of GOD, more or less, throughout his time-state, are
made profitable and helpful to him-yet are they none the less
painful and humbling. They are ordered by our heavenly FATHER
with exquisite skill and tenderness. "He knows how much the
weak can bear, and them He'll gently try," working all things
together for their good and advancement. "The lame take the
prey"; grace enables them to abandon themselves and creature
sufficiency, and to rely, more or less tremblingly, on the GOD of
9

130

The Gospel Magazine

the promises-the sure and steadfast promises. As one has said,
" The happy man has nothing in his lot but what he is glad to have
in it; and there is nothing wanting from his lot that he would
rather should be in it; for he desires, and delights in, nothing save
in the perfect, the wise, the sovereign will of GOD, and as that will
of GOD is always carried out, the man's peace is actually perfect
(Isa. xxvi. 3), for he trusts himself utterly to GOD. He lies down
at his FATHER'S knee, and sleeps the soft sweet sleep of GOD'S
beloved (Ps. iv. 8; cxxvii. 2). For it is GOD'S will that we should
leave ourselves to His all-perfect will, and in all circumstances
should heartily say, 'Thy will be done on earth even as it is done
in heaven.'" It has been said, "that there is no such thing as
self-will in heaven; there is nothing but self-will in hell; therefore
hell is what it is, the pit of horrors, the blackness of darkness."
Wise are they, then, who trust not in any choice that their own
wisdom directs, but who hasten to add an obedient" Amen" to
the course the LORD decides for them. It is good to wait, day by
day, to learn His purposes, and it is "sweet" to lie passive in
His hands and" know no will but His."
GOD'S plan is best, there is no mistake or failure in it from first
to last. We see this fact blessedly exemplified in the LORD JESUS,
as the FATHER'S perfectly obedient SON. He submitted, as MAN,
to the humbling ordeal of the law, and His ears were pierced, or
bored, in token of His ready submission to the FATHER'S will;
and He could with gladness and truth aver, "Mine ears hast Thou
opened." He solemnly bound Himself to do all JEHOVAH'S
pleasure, and to do it unto the end. Prompt and perfect subjection
to the counsel of the MOST HIGH was the obligation into which
the REDEEMER fully entered in behalf of His Covenant people.
Nothing-jot or tittle-might be omitted from that pledge, "I
delight to do Thy will, 0 My GOD: yea, Thy Law is within My
heart." His perfect submission in Gethsemane witnessed to the
holy devotion of His heart, and bore exhaustive proof of the solemn
reality of the stupendous transaction. He only could yield absolute
subjection, and that, blessed be His holy Name, He did. He only
could enter into that most holy obligation, and not only so, but
also testify to His delight in doing it. That beautiful, perfect,
and GOD-glorifying obedience constitutes His unrighteous people's
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salvation. "In the LORD have I righteousness and strength"
is now the believer's heritage and security.
The Law, which He absolutely fulfilled, was His delight. It
was His Father's Law! That endeared it to His soul. Hence
His testimony, "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent
Me, and to finish His work" (John iv. 34). And this He
did to the very latest moment in His great redemptive work
-at the supreme instant when His blessed lips uttered the
memorable sentence, "It is finished!" The inspired writer
of the Epistle to the Hebrews declares, it was "for the joy
set before Him [JESUS] endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of GOD"
(Heb. xii. 2). We believers follow afar off! But by faith we
follow Him, " in His steps," and He faithfully leads. It is the royal
road, and it is right. It is He that conducts us, step by step, all
the way-" I am the way." The way of man is not in himself, of
himself, by himself, or for himself-all the way is in the LORD,
for Him, and with Him. Oh, to cleave to Him wholly and ever,
and to disallow all fellowship besides. Oneness with Him is the
calling of all saints-oneness of heart, and soul, and strength,
and will. To" learn CHRIST" is to be an indweller of His mind,
to think His thoughts, and to tread the holy paths His dear feet
daily pursued. "Follow Me," is the sweet, drawing, encouraging
invitation of His lips, while He makes the path easy and the burden
light. His sanctifying presence makes the pilgrimage a way of
pleasantness, and a path of peace. His loving hands uphold and
guide us, and His faithful eyes are over us all the way to the end.
Let, then, the dear child of GOD who reads these" Pilgrimage "
notes, be of good cheer all the day long!
Clifton.

THE EDITOR.

FOR He was a Lamb unde:filed, and therefore suffered not for His own
sake, but for our sake; and with His suffering hath taken away all our
sins and wickedness, and hath made us, which were the children of the
devil, the children of God; fulfilling the law for us to the uttermost;
giving us freely as a gift His fulfilling to be ours, so that we are now
fulfillers of the law by His fulfilling; so that the law may not condemn
us, for He hath fulfilled it, that we, believing in Him, are fulfillers of
the law and just before the face of God.-Bishop Latimer.
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A PRAYER FOR DIVINE FAVOUR.
" Remember
people.
good of
nation,
4, 5.

me, 0 Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy
Oh visit me with Thy salvation,. that I may see the
Thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of Thy
that I may glory with Thine inheritance."-Ps. cvi.

THE children of God are described in this beautiful prayer by
means of four titles-" Thy people," "Thy chosen," "Thy
nation," "Thine inheritance." These titles are primarily used of
the ancient people of God whose rebellion against God in Egypt,
at the Red Sea, in the wilderness, and in the land of Canaan,
occupies the larger portion of the Psalm (vv. 6-39). Of them
Moses said, "Yet they are Thy people and Thine inheritance"
(Deut. ix. 29). They, too, were His "chosen" whom He brought
forth out of Egypt, and they were the nation whose God was the
Lord (see Ps. cv. 6, 43; xxxiii. 12).
But the titles which were given to the literal Israel are
also given to the spiritual Israel. To them it is said:
" But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people . . . which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of God, which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Peter ii. 9, 10). Thus
the titles contained in the passage we are considering are descriptive
of all God's redeemed family, and happy indeed are they who,
through the work of the Spirit in their hearts, can appropriate
these titles. Such, in spite of their unworthiness, can rejoice in
the assurance that they are numbered amongst His people, His
chosen, His inheritance. They can say from personal experience;
"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people
whom He hath chosen for His own inheritance" (Ps. xxxiii. 12).
Now if we belong to this favoured class, we shall often need to
use the prayer which stands at the head of this Wayside Note.
First, observe that it is a prayer for Divine favour.
The Lord's people are continually needing fresh favours from
"the God of all grace." They need to pray, "Remember me,
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with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people."
The favour which they desire is His accustomed favour, the favour
which He is in the habit of showing towards His people. How
precious is this thought! Of His own free and sovereign will the
Lord is in the habit of showing favour towards His people. For
such favour they need to pray. "Look Thou upon me, and be
merciful unto me, as Thou usest to do unto those that love Thy name "
(Ps. cm. 132).
God's people need His fo'rgiving favour. They often have need
to confess, "We have sinned with our fathers" (ver. 6). But
" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." "The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Are we conscious
of fresh sin, fresh rebellion against our covenant God? How
blessed to know that He is a God "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." Let our prayer then be, "0 remember me with Thy
forgiving favour."
We need His delivering favour. The people of Israel needed His
delivering favour all through their history. Though "they
remembered not the multitude of His mercies, but provoked Him
at the sea, even at the Red Sea, nevertheless He saved them for
His name's sake, that He might make His power to be known. . . .
And he saved them from the hand of him that hated them, and
redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. And the waters
covered their enemies: there was not one of them left" (vv. 7-11).
Later on- in the Psalm we read: "Many times did He deliver
them" (ver. 43). So in all our spiritual history we are continually
needing His delivering favour, and we can say, "Our God
Whom we serve is able to deliver us." Let our prayer then be,
"Remember me, 0 Lord, with Thy delive·ring favour."
We need His guiding favour. He guided Israel. He" went
before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them in the way;
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day
and night." "He led them through the depths as through the
wilderness" (ver. 9). And will He not guide His people to-day
in all their difficulties and perplexities? Yes, verily, "The Lord
shall guide thee continually." With this assurance let your
prayer be, " 0 remember me with Thy guiding favour."
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We also need His providing favour. We are dependent upon
Him for the supply of all our wants, and we know that He will
supply all our need according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus. For Israel in the wilderness "He opened ·the rock, and
the waters gushed out," and He " satisfied them with the bread of
heaven." In like manner He careth for His people to-day. "The
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." "There is no want to
them that fear Him." "They that seek the Lord shall not want
any good thing."
" He that has made my heaven secure,
Will here all good provide;
While Christ is rich, can I be poor ~
What can I want beside? "
Let our prayer then be, "Remember me, 0 Lord, with Thy
providing favour."
Again, we need His comforting and s-upporting favour.
This, too, shall be our portion. He is "the Father of mercies
and the God of all comfort, Who comforteth us in all our tribulation."
The Psalmist knew that He had been the God of comfort t<> His
people. He says: "They provoked Him with their counsel, and
were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless He regarded
their affiiction, when He heard their cry. And He remembered
for them His covenant, and repented according to the multitude of
His mercies. He made them also to be pitied of all those that
carried them captives" (vv. 43-46). In respect, then, to all the
daily mercies which we need at the hands of our covenant God,
let our prayer be, "Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour that
Thou bearest unto Thy people."
Observe, secondly, that we have here a prayer f01' Divine salvation. "0 visit me with Thy salvation." God had saved Israel
in the past. "He saved them for His name's sake" (ver. 8);
" He saved them from the hand of them that hated them" (ver.
10). But they needed fresh exhibitions of His saving power.
Hence the Psalmist, representing the nation, prays: "Save us, 0
Lord our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give
thanks unto Thy holy name, and to triumph in Thy praise"
(ver. 47). We, too, beloved c14ldren of God, have been saved
from the wrath to come, saved by His sovereign grace, " redeemed
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from the hand of 'the enemy," but we are continually needing
fresh displays of His saving power. We need to be saved daily
from the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil. We
need to be saved from the difficulties and perplexing problems
of daily life. In view of all these, let our prayer be, "0 visit
me with Thy salvation." The child of God is instructed to say:
" Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid."
Observe lastly, the threefold design of the Psalmist's prayer.
His prayer was offered in the first place that He might see the
good of God's chosen.

That is, he desired to see and experience more abundantly the
good which is specially and peculiarly the portion of God's chosen

people. "Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid
up for them that fear Thee." May I see it more. May I experience
it more. "Truly God is good to Israel." "The Lord will give
grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly" (Ps. lxxiii. 1; lxxxiv. 11). May my mouth be
" satisfied" with the "good things" which He bestows, so that
my youth may be renewed like the eagle's. Many good things
are bestowed upon the world at large. The sun shines on the evil
as well as on the good, but the Lord has laid up special and peculiar
good for His chosen and redeemed people, and He is ever dispensing
this good to them. Oh! may I see" the good of Thy chosen." Is
not this your desire, dear children of God 1
Next the Psalmist prays, "Remember me, 0 Lord ... that I
may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation." That is, that I may
rejoice in the gladness which is the peculiar heritage of the people
of God. Joy is their portion when first they experience His
pardoning and redeeming grace. It is a joy to them to be assured
of forgiveness, acceptance, adoption, present favour and future
glory. Moreover, all the fresh experiences of God's favour and
saving power stimulate to fresh joy and dispose the Lord's people
to "rejoice in the gladness" of the "nation whose God is the
Lord."
Have we not felt this joy many a time 1 and the more we have
felt it, the more we want to feel it.
In conclusion, the Psalmist prays, "Remember me, 0 Lord ...
that I may glory with Thine inheritance." The Lord's people
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have ground for boasting, but not in themselves. "He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." We have reason to glory
in Him, in His person, His work, His righteousness, His attributes.
" We . . . rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh." We" rejoice in hope of the glory of God." The more He
remembers us with His accustomed favour, and the more He visits
us with His saving mercies, the more shall we glory with His
inheritance. Let the precious words of this prayer, then, be hidden
in our hearts, fixed on our memories, and with lips which express
the longings of our hearts, let us often look up into the face of our
covenant God and say: "Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour
that Thou bearest unto Thy people. 0 visit me with '1hy salvation;
that I may see the good of Thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the
gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory with Thine inheritance."
" Remember what Thy mercy did
For Jacob's race, Thy chosen seed :
And with the same salvation bless
The meanest suppliant of Thy grace.
"Oh, may I see Thy tribes rejoice,
And aid their triumphs with my voice:
This is my glory, Lord, to be
Joined to Thy saints, and near to Thee."
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
SATAN can affiict the body by the mind. For these two are so
closely bound together that their good and bad estate is shared between
them. If the heart be merry the countenance is cheerful, the strength
is renewed, the bones do flourish like an herb. If the heart be troubled,
the health is impaired, the strength is dried up, the marrow of the bones
wasted. Grief in the heart is like a moth in the garment, it insensibly
consumeth the body and disordereth it. This advantage of weakening
the body falls into Satan's hands by necessary consequence, as the
prophet's ripe figs, that fell into the mouth of the eater. And surely
he is well pleased with it, as he is an enemy both to body and soul. But
'tis a greater satisfaction to him, in that as he can make the sorrows of
the mind produce the weakness and sickness of the body, so can he
make the distemper of the body (by a reciprocal requital) to augment
the trouble of the mind. How little can a sickly body do. It disables
a man for all services; he cannot oft pray, nor read, nor hear. Sickness
takes away the sweetness and comfort of religious exercises; this gives
occasion for them to think the worse of themselves; they think the
soul is weary of the ways of God when the body cannot hold out.Richard Gilpin.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Follow thou Me."-JoHN xxi. 22.

IT has been truly said that the word Come of the New Testament is a
Gospel word, and one of holy compulsion. Jesus says, "Come unto
Me," and the Holy Spirit enables. Jesus calls, and His hearing
ones obey; because" where the word of a King is, there is power."
The "weary and heavy laden" come unto Him, because He has
graciously invited those that feel themselves to be such. They" come
apart, and rest awhile," because He has graciously made this provision
for them; they come at His suggestion" to the other side," to quietness, to solitude, away from the multitude, ,because He leads the way.
As it was with the disciples when He was with them, so it is now
with us, and He Who calls gives the power to obey. We have in our
text similar teaching; for all who are called to come unto Jesus follow
Him ever afterward. The circumstances in which the words of our
text were spoken are well known. The impetuous Peter had again
addressed our Lord. He had been very tenderly dealt with by the
Friend of sinners! Every sin of his had been blotted out, even that
sin of sins, as dear Peter acknowledged in his heart-that of denying
His Lord; every sin, including that one, had been atoned for on
Calvary. And the first apostle to be mentioned by name by the angel
messenger, was this dear man: "Tell His disciples and Peter that He
goeth before you into Galilee."
" Follow thou Me." There must be a Divine compulsion, a distinct
call, and a strength to obey imparted; a circumcised ear, a willing
mind, a ready heart, a,ll Divinely given, and therefore called into activity
when He will. It was very different in the case of the young man who
said to Jesus: "Master, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest,"
and who received for answer: "The foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay His
head." It was as much as to say, Thou knowest not what thou dost
promise! But when Jesus calls, His sheep follow; when He heals, His
healed ones, like the blind man, " casting aside their garments, rise and
come to Jesus."
"Follow thou Me"! What gracious words are these! Loveinspiring, love-compelling, love-constraining words! They were
uttered at the beginning, and likewise at the close, of the earthly
ministry of our Lord. "Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth
Philip, and saith unto him, Follow Me." And here in our text we have
the same words spoken to that dear disciple who had the power to
follow Jesus implanted in his heart, who had the faith which failed
not, which Jesus gave and watched over and prayed about; but who
in his own strength had failed and fallen grievously, and consequently
"followed afar off"! Dear Peter! None of us can cast a stone.
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Everyone of us knows to his shame what a failure is the warfare undertaken at his own charges. But Peter at length was taught what he
was, and what Jesus is; and was constrained to that thrice-repeated
confession of the heart: "Thou knowest that I love Thee." Love had
melted, love had conquered, love had humbled, love had won him,
and caused him to look off from all else to the ~nly One from Whom
alone his help and hope and keeping could come. Not in his own
strength any longer would he promise those things he was utterly
unable of himself to perform. Now, when Jesus calls him to leave all,
not to be concerned about this matter and that,-" What is that to
thee? Follow thou Me "-His dear servant obeys. The wandering
sheep had been sought; the Great Shepherd had "found" him and
" laid him upon His shoulder rejoicing"; had brought him back to
the fold, and now gently bids him" Follow thou Me." Some commentators have thought that our Lord intended to convey to Peter's mind
that he should indeed prove his love by following his Lord through
painful death. "Another shall gird thee," signifies the binding of a
prisoner with cords rather than the Apostle's inability in his old age to
gird himself. "Thou shalt stretch forth thine hands; and another shall
carry thee whither thou wouldst not. This spake He, signifying by
what death he should glorify God." And history tells us that Peter
died a violent death, a martyr's death, by cruciiixion, at Rome. So
was he permitted" to glorify," by his boldness and love, Him Whom
he had once so basely denied.
" Follow thou Me"! How these words would ring in Peter's ears!
He had heard them before from his Master s lips. What import they
had carried, but how soon they had been forgotten! How much
Peter had counted upon his own strength! What large things he had
spoken, in the zeal and warmth of his heart, it is true, but forgetting
our strength is but perfect weakness! When Jesus had been telling
His dear disciples of His near departure from them, and had been
exhorting them to "love one another" (John xiii. 31-38), "Simon
Peter said unto Him, Lord, whither goest Thou? Jesus answered
him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow Me now; but thou shalt
follow Me afterwards. Peter saith unto Him, Lord, why cannot I
follow Thee now? I will lay down my life for Thy sake. Jesus
answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for My sake? Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied
Me thrice."
" Thou shalt follow Me afterwards." Peter, much forgiven, was one
of the sheep of the Great Shepherd, held in His Hand, who must follow.
"My sheep hear My voice, and they follow Me." That Voice it is
which wakes the dead, and causes His own to hear; and, hearing,
they obey. The call is effectual, all-powerful, all-winning. They
cannot but follow who hear it. Oh! is there not music, sweet music,
in the words? Are they not made Divinely suited to the case of
each one who hears them? How the healed ones, the cleansed ones,
the "made whole" ones loved to follow their Divine Healer when,
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upon earth, "He went about doing good"!
Even the "little
children" followed Him, crying, "Hosanna in the Highest." And
He loved to have it so. " I tell you that if these should hold their
peace, the stones would immediately cry out."
Oh! there is an attractive power in Jesus, and it will live until the
last elect vessel has been gathered to His feet. Each must hear the call,
of which the world knows nothing, and follow Him. Each must
cast away his" nets," his earthly occupation, his cherished idols, " the
things that do most easily beset" him, and forsake all, to follow Him.
The mercy is He calls us! It is a wonder that He deigns to look upon
us at all! The theme throughout Eternity will be, Glory unto the
Lamb, Who bought us with His precious blood, that we should be
redeemed from among men to follow Him whithersoever He leadeth.
On earth, it is true, the following is for the most part painful: "My
soul followeth hard after Thee." It is by difficult, devious ways, by
steeps and mountains, and through the valley of humiliation, that we
have often to follow. But let us remember that our. Leader and
Captain has trodden the way before us. He is Israel's Prince and
Commander, and His own voice says, "Speak unto the children of
Israel, that they go forward." Did not Israel find the passage through
the Red Sea cleared for them by Him Who had gone before, so that
they " went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground; and the
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and on their left" ;
whilst of their enemies, the Egyptians, who pursued them, "there
remained not so much as one of them " ~
Do we not learn the same lesson from the sacred account of the
passage of J ordan ~ "And as they that bare the ark were come unto
Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped
in the brim of the water (for Jordan overfioweth all his banks all the
time of harvest), that the waters which came down from above stood
and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside
Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even
the salt sea, failed, and were cut off; and the people passed over right
against Jericho. And the priests that bare the Ark of the Covenant of
the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the
Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed
clean over Jordan."
It was thus" the Lord of the whole earth went before His redeemed
host to search them a dwelling-place." "The Breaker is come up
before them; they have broken up, and have passed through the gate,
and are gone out by it; and their King shall pass before them, and the
Lord on the head of them." Shall we repine because the way is dark,
and circuitous, and difficult, and we are oft very weary and discouraged
.
because of it ~
" Christ leads me through no darker rooms
Than He went through before,
And he that to God's kingdom comes
Must enter by this door."
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And we are called to follow Him whithersoever He leadeth. What a
comprehensive word! Jesus has said, "Follow thou Me." The
subjects of that gracious call and Divine compulsion know not all it
involves, when they rise up to follow Him! He leads on step by step.
"I will lead on softly." He guides with His Shepherd's staff and
" with the skilfulness of His Hands"! Up mountain path and down
into the valley, but every step we take has :first been pressed by the
Shepherd's feet. Nevertheless, how devious, how difficult, how
increasingly hard the way becomes! It is, indeed, a thorny path;
this way which leads "through much tribulation " to the Kingdom.
But He fails not. His glory is bound up in His sheep. He has declared
to His Father, "Not one of them is lost." His Name is upon each
blood-washed one, and it is impossible that He could" fail" or " be
discouraged," or that they should come short and fall at last. So He
leads on to the promised rest, and they follow Him! Faint, weary,
and footsore often, and fearful lest the" seventh" trouble shall overcome them, and they shall perish" by the band of Saul "-a prey to
the enemy after all. But whithersoever includes every step of the
pilgrimage, and He Who delivered in six troubles says of this last,
" There shall no evil touch thee."
Jesus counts the trials of His people, and, as the hymn says,
" If He shall count their number ten,
They ne'er shall have eleven."
Jesus measures out their afflictions; stays the rough wind in the day
of His east wind, and bottles all their tears. So, dear child of God, if
just now the way is very rough and hard, and your heart sinks with
fear, remember the word of the Captain of your salvation, "Follow
thou Me." All your hope lies in your Head; and His word is, " I will
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not." And He has put
upon your head the helmet of hope, and that hope is anchored within
the veil. This remains, and "when Christ Who is your life shall
appear, then shall ye also appear With Him in glory."
, "Follow thou Me"! Wondrous words! Jesus is speaking, and
speaking to you, poor sinner; you, who are feeling your need of that
Heavenly Refuge where you :find such safety and salvation as you can
:find nowhere else. Life--power-are in the word spoken, and those who
rise up and follow Jesus, :find Him their Redeemer, their Kinsman,
their Friend, their Saviour, their All! For" neither is there
salvation in any other."
"His Presence cheers the soul,
And smooths the rugged way;
He often makes the crooked straight,
And turns the night to day.
"He gently leads us on,
Protects from fatal harms;
And when we faint and cannot walk,
He bears us in His arms.
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"He guides and moves our steps,
For, though we seem to move,
His Spirit all the motion gives,
By springs of fear and love.
" The meek with love He draws,
Restrains the rash by fear,
Searches and finds the wandering out,
And brings the distant near."
Followed Him, have we? Ah! in as many different ways as there
are different characters in the redeemed family! Sometimes with joy,
sometimes in sorrow; sometimes lifted up, sometimes cast down;
sometimes in hope, and at other times well-nigh in despair; for a little
season in ardent love and zeal, and then in coldness. Sometimes we
follow on crutches, like Mr. Ready-ta-Halt; and, at others, with ardour,
casting aside all else to follow Him! We SOlTOW over our ever-changing
frames and feelings, but Jesus changes not. He is " the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." "I change not; therefore ye sons of
Jacob are not consumed."
But still we do follow; we do not utterly fall, though oft cast down;
and the secret is not far to seek; "I drew them with the cords of a
man"; "I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." I clothed them, I provided for
them, I gave them their pilgrim staff, their shoes of iron and brass,
their sword for the battle-field. I fed them, supplied their every need,
and preserved them all their life through. It was My "Voice" they
heard in their ear, " This is the way, walk ye in it," and though they
met many lions in the way, yet they were chained ones. Though their
enemies were legion, yet " none of the men of might could find their
hands" against Mine elect, to do them harm. " No weapon formed
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against
thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord."
And so the King's followers pursue their journey, and are safe at last.
Each one is Divinely garrisoned, kept, and preserved. "None of them
is lost." But among those shining hosts around the throne they walk
with Him in white, for" they are worthy," through the merits of their
All-worthy One.
" And with wonder" they" think on toils and dangers past," but
mostly upon the sweet companionship of Him Who was their God and
Guide, even unto death; and Who now "leads them unto living
fountains of waters." Oh! seek much for grace to follow Him now,
wholly. He is ever near, so near that we hear, amid all the unrest
and tumult around us, His loving voice calming us as it whispers:
" Peace, be still!" "Follow thou Me."
R.
EXPERIENOE is a good school, but its fees are high.
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THE ONE LOVE.

" Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth
in him, and he in God. . . . God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is love with us (margin)
made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment;
because as He is. so are we in this world."-l JOHN iv. 15-17.
How beautifully the inspired John expresses his conception of Divine
oneness. "Whosoever shall confess," that is, declare openly and
solemnly from the heart, "that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth
in him,. and he in God: " "The outward profession,
Being a heartfelt expression
Of an inward possession
Of God's love."
Love is the bond of union between the Bridegroom and the Bridebetween the Head and the members of the one Body. This love is
God's love, and His children's love is God's love in them-{me love.
"Herein is love; not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (ver. 10).
The oneness of Jesus and His elect children with the Father and
the Holy Spirit was taught by Christ on man occasions. By parables,
e.g., "I am the Vine, ye are the branches" (John xv. 5), etc., etc.
By direct affirmation-" I and My Father are one" (John x. 30, and
xiv. 20). And by inference-" Baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matt. xxviii. 19).
See also John xiv. 26; Luke i. 35; and Acts xiii. 2, where we read,
" The Holy Ghost said, Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them . .. so being sent forth by the Holy
Ghost," etc. (ver. 4), and elsewhere. We see then that the oneness which
exists between Jesus and His redeemed children is a oneness which
is not complete apart from the Father and the Holy Spirit-the triune
J ehovah being One, the love which devised the salvation of a lost
and ruined people is one love. We often hear and read of oneness
between Jesus and His redeemed children, and His oneness with the
Father; but it is doubtful whether all God's little ones fully
realize, when they read "God is love," that the love which sent
(the Father), the love which came (the Son), and the love which
wrought (the Holy Spirit), are one Love; and that as the three
Persons of the ever blessed Trinity are One and Equal, so their love
is one and equal. The Love has its source or spring in God. It is
shown pre-eminently in His most gracious scheme of redemption;
and is seen in the operation of the Holy Spirit in His elect children,
renewing and purifying their hearts. It circulates from God through
. each member of the one family, flowing back to its Source, leaving in its
course fruits of righteousness; and back again from its source, bringing
grace for grace unto the children.
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In the heart-stirring prayer which Jesus addressed to His Father
in heaven (John xvii), He said: "I have given them Thy words " words which contained the full purpose of Divine love towards the
children whom the Father had given to Him-words which the disciples at that time were slow to understand: "Thine they were,
and Thou gavest them Me." Several times in His prayer Christ asked
that His children might be one, even as He and His Father were one" I in them, and they in Me, that they may be made perfect in One
. . . and that the love wherewith Thou lovest Me may be in them,
and I in them" (ver. 26). Oh, that the children of the one
family may be enabled by God the Holy Spirit to realize more
and more what it is to be one with Christ in God. What do we
uruJ,erstand by Christ in God ~ What do we understand by God in
this connection ~ Is it not the name Jehovah-God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Who in the past ages entered
into Covenant in which Jehovah might be just, and the Justifier of
all who should believe in His Son Jesus Christ ~ Our blessed Lord
is a party to that Covenant as well as Mediator of the Covenant which
was confirmed by oath, and sealed by blood-" the blood of the
everlasting Covenant, through the resurrection of Christ from the
dead."
It is needful to understand this great mystery, in some measure,
before we can realize inceptively that God is love; and" in this was
manifested the love of God towards us, because that God sent His
Son into the world, that we might live through Him" (ver. 9). It is
needful also that we should have an intelligent apprehension of our
oneness in Christ in God, before we can attain to that restful boldness
referred to in ver. 17, which is based upon the words immediately
following-,-because as He is, so are we in this world. It may be
observed here that holy boldness in believing and in approaching the
mercy-seat, is strengthened and maintained in the children of God
in proportion as they through grace abide in Christ, and are enabled
to subdue and resist every thought which would lead them to look away
from the perfected and finished work of the one only Mediator between
God and men, to something which the enemy of souls is continually
suggesting through the carnal mind as being necessary to salvation.
We need not enlarge upon the various burdens imposed by men of
different minds upon those who seek truth from these mere hirelings,
who teach" for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. xv. 9).
It is enough to say that any act performed in the way of worship,
any conformity to religious observances not of a spiritual or Scriptural
character, is a mockery in God's sight. "God is a Spirit, and they
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John iv.
24). Let God's children beware, therefore, lest they subject themselves
to ordinances . . . after the commandments and doctrines of menlest they turn away from the righteousness of God, which is through
faith in His dear Son, to the carnal practices and pernicious ways of
false or ignorant teachers; for as surely as they do this, and advance
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their duties, even in thought, as meritorious doings before God, they will
discover that the holy boldness, which all members of the one family
who realize their judicial standing in Christ Jesus are privileged to
enjoy, will be gone from them, and cannot be theirs again until their
consciences are through grace "purged from dead works to serve the
living God." God's children work from love, not for love. The love
of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord is full, perfect, com plete, and
cannot be more nor less than it is. It is " perfected in us."
This apparent digression is seen to be necessary through the Apostle's
mention of "boldness in the day of the judgment." The Greek word
translated judgment is krisis or "crisis," and may not refer exclusively to the final judgment, but to any crisis in a Christian's life,
when through grace he is brought by the Holy Spirit to a knowledge
of the truth, and receives the assurance that through the righteousness, death, and resurrection of Christ, he is made a partaker of the
inheritan<;e of the saints in light, and attains to that holy boldness
which gives freedom of approach to his Heavenl: Father in prayer.
And he is the more emboldened when he realizes fully the ground upon
which this boldness is based-cc because as He is so are we in this
wm·ld." Even in this world the children are as their Elder Brother in
nature, because the new creature or creation is born of Gcx1. The new
man is Divine, and he cannot sin, because he is born of Gcx1 (iii. 9). When
He shall appear, the children will be manifestly like H~'m, for they will
see Him as He is-that is, they will have His likeness.
We may now follow up our thoughts of onenes in the one Love to
its ultimate development in our glorified Lord. We have seen that
there is but one love-the love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
that it is the same love which possesses all His children, and that it is
this one love which worketh perfect oneness in the end when Christ
"shall have delivered up the kingdom to God . . . that God may be
. all in all" (1 Cor. xv. 24, 28). God's children are one in Christ-they
were one in Him when He lay in Bethlehem's manger; one in Him
when He lived their life, and died their death. One in His glorious
resurrection and ascension; and one in Him now, judicially seated
in Him at the Father's right hand. And they shall be manifested
in that glorious day when Jesus shall say_CC Behold I and the
children which God hath given Me." Then in the face of all
accusations made against them by the arch-enemy, they may in all
boldness say_CC Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us and gave Himself for us.'
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee ~
Oh ! height, oh! depth of love!
Thou one with us on Calvary,
We one with Thee above."
E. H.

WHAT is praise ~ The rent we owe to God; and the larger the
farm the greater the rent should be.-G. S. Bowes.
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NOTES OFA SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, ON THURSDAY,
JANUARY 26TH, 1911, BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR.
" Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and backward,!but,,!:I cannot
perceive Him: on, the left hand, where He doth work, but I cannot
behold Him: He hideth Himself on the right hand, that I cannot ~ee
Him: but He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me,
.
I shall come forth as gold."-JoB xxiii. &-10.

THE Patriarch is here in deep perplexity, both spiritual and circumstantial. His is the case of a devout soul in darkness, seeking his way
out by the light of God. God alone can meet his necessities, as He
often has met them in' time past.
It appears that I preached from this text about thirty-four years
ago, in Trinitj Church, Old Hill, and I will briefly refer to an
incident which occurred in connection with it. ',I preached the
Gospel in that Church, as God gave me ability, for about four years.
Many came from far and near to hear the pure Word, so much
so that the Church had to be' enlarged. Fifteen years afterwards,
having broken down in health, I was staying at Aberdeen, and
while there I received a registered envelopE7-bearing the Dudley
postmark. In it was a short document, merely a half-sheet of notepaper, on which was neither name nor address, but these words:
" From one whose bonds were broken, set at liberty in Trinity Church,
November, 1877," and the~ the passage from Job which we have
before us this evening-Job xxiii. '&-10, with Ps. lxxxvii. 6, and Deut.
xxxiii. 25-27. This soul was present on that occasion, it appears,
in, a state of deep distress, waiting for deliverance. This letter also
contained £2 in gold, with a request that it should be used in the
Protestant work I was then engaged in. The nameless writer acknowledged the goodness of God in blessing that sermon preached so long
ago; 'and dElsired to give God the glory, and I agreed-all the glory
belonged to God. Now, because that was so I am encouraged to go
on in a humble way, using what strength God has given me in the
furtherance of His great aims and objects. It is very beautiful how
the Lord uses His Word, though one ma1 not hear of it at the time,
and I love to learn how God has used His Word in the long past,
because then there is proof'that it has stood the test of time. It
may be there are many things in the Lord's keeping of a like natur\').
He can and will use the feeblest of His instruments. We may'be
without great gifts, but if God give us a willing mind we can ,set
forth the Word as He ministers the power to do it.
Here we have the utterance of God's word" Behold "-though Job
penned it; there it has remained throughout the long ages till
now. Many believe that Job's is the most ancient book in all
10
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Scripture, and I strongly believe it. There is so much of heart work
in this book. How much heart work do we endorse and enjoy in
God's Word, and desire for ourselves an increase ~ Head work
goes for very little. Human knowledge is very useful, but nothing to
be compared with heavenly knowledge, which God Himself imparts
and values above all things. Are not Thine eyes upon the Truth ~
Stand up for the Truth, the whole Truth. He will confirm every jot
and tittle of it. Heaven and earth shall pass away. Man does not
believe it, but it is true, "but My Word shall not pass away." God
will not forego a word of it. "Behold," that is, consider, these things;
lay them to heart, that your profiting may appear to all. Job is in search
of his God, his own God. "Oh that I knew where I might find Him " ;
he speaks like a soul banished from the bliss of coming to the mercyseat. There is but one mercy-seat, and it abideth. The Lord rules as
King, possessing all power in heaven and earth, and all that power is
exercised on behalf of His suppliant people. Dear friends, live up to
your privileges and enjoy them to the full. "Now is the accepted
time, now is the day of salvation," while it is called" to-day." It
is His pleasure that His people should be a happy people. Job had
often been to His seat, and found it good to be there. There is not
a soul who has been there who has not found it good to be there.
"Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them
that fear Thee."
I have looked into this passage, and find that the four points
of the compass are indicated. The east fust, because it is in the
east the sun rises in all parts of the globe, So it is to Christ, the
Sun, where God manifests Himself, His people need to turn. In
times of trouble turn to the east. There is no second leader or
provider or keeper, but only He Himself. I go eastward-,-He is not
there. It is darkness, not sUnrise for Job just now. Light is
sown for the righteous, but it may be long before it manifests
itself, struggling with the clouds. Some souls may have been waiting
for the sunrise a great many years, waiting for a better time of
spirit than they have now. Well, wait on. God never disappoints.
He never creates a desire without fulfilling it; though He tarry, wait
for Him. There may be a long, silent time, still trust in His mercy,
still wait upon Him. "Backward," that is, westward. The Lord has
various ways of approaching His people. "The Lord is righteous in
all His ways." It may not be my way, nor thy way, but it will be
His way. So Job was looking for the right; he, however, needed eyes
to see and a heart to understand. You remember how it was with
that sorrowful woman Hagar, in the wilderness; her eyes were holden
not to see the well the Lord had provided, but in His time He opened
her eyes to see that salvation. I notice the word" Rim" here is in
italics, so that it is not in the original. No ability was given Job to
see. How thankful we ought to be for the natural sight of our eyes.
We should take nothing for granted; He may take it away in faithfulness and wisdom because it is the right thing to do. Let us be grateful
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for the least of His mercies, because they are His to take away. He
does us no wrong. None has a right to say, "What doest Thou? "
He often gives grace, which is more than compensation for .what
He takes away. "He hideth Himself on the right hand "-the south.
The Lord sometimes conceals Himself from His people, meaning mercy
to them in His great love. He conceals Himself, but not once has
He been too late for them who trust in Him; if He were, He would
deny Himself, and He cannot do that. We may have to wait till
the twelfth hour is about to strike, but He will keep His word. His
promise was never forfeited yet. And then Job adds, "He knoweth
the way that I take." What consolation for the poor man waiting to
come to the mercy-seat, longing to come! Though he was outside,
though he was far away from Him, He knew all about it. "Commit
thy way unto the Lord, trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass."
" When He hath tried me," put me to the proof by long waiting and
silence. This poor man does not give up his faith, he trusts and hopes
on in the dark to the end, though he can hear nothing. God has
likened His saints to gold, fine gold, precious and rare. Gold is not
found everywhere. Men go long and expensive journeys to find it,
and some do and some do not, but God's' gold He keeps in His own
hands. He preserves His people, He keeps the feet of His saints, He
prevents them from backsliding, from denying Him, and He numbers the
hairs of their heads; the Lord meant what He said. Now if He number
these, if He take such particular care of these least things, shall He
not care for the souls of the righteous? Men do not reckon them,
they set lightly by the things God values most. See that you do ,not
do that. Prize very highly what He· values. See what His people
cost Him to redeem. He gave His own precious blood for their
redemption that they might be a people washed clean from iniquity,
made holy in His sight, in Him, and so He prizes His people; though
there may be dark days for them, like Job's, He will satisfy them with
His good things.
There is to be a resurrection for the tempted, tried people of God.
" I shall come forth as gold." Satan, the world, and all the powers
of evil, may do their worst, but a hair of their head shall not perish,
far less their souls-those immortal, precious souls. "I shall come
forth" after all these temptations ,and trials. I shall arise. Every
one of God's children shall come forth on that morning without
clouds; and He shall be found of those that seek Him. Tongue
cannot tell, nor pen foretell, what the spectacle will be like. "Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prE'pared for them that love Him."
THE being Who loves the good with infinite intensity must hate evil
with the same intensity. So far from any incompatibility between
this love and this hatred, they are the counterparts of each otheropposite poles of the same moral emotion.-J. W. Haley.
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THE LAW OF REDEMPTION.
A SERMON BY THE REV. HENRY MELVILL, B.D., PREACHED IN ST.
MARGARET'S CHURCH, LOTHBURY, ON DECEMBER 14, 1852.
" And Naomi said unto her daughter-in-law, Blessed be he of the Lord,
who hath not left oD his kindness to the living and to the dead. And
Naomi said unto ,her, The .man is near of kin unto us, one of our
next kinsmen."-RuTH ii. 20.
A CONNECTION the very closest may' be traced between the Jewish and
the Christian dispensations; but sometimes this connection is overlooked, and requires to be carefully examined and explained. Thisis
specially the case in regard to redemption. There was redemptiona process through which things and persons were redeemed-under
the Jewish dispensation as there is under the Christian; but we are not
perhaps so much in the habit of associating them as we ought to be;
yet one and the same character. of a redeemer is kept up throughout
the whole of the Bible. The redeemer under the law is most accurately
the type of the Redeemer under the Gospel. There may be no broad
or distinct allusions to Christ; but whenever you meet with a transaction of redemption, whether it be a redemption of land, or of person,
you will find that the matter is so ordered as to be most strictly typical
-the features of our redemption through Christ being unequivocally
stamped on the legal arrangements which come under review.
It will be the chief object of our present discourse to make good this
assertion. We count it an instructive and interesting thing, to trace
redemption as kept always in sight, so that the Jews were taught, even
through the common dealings of life, the great spiritual deliverance
that was wrought out in the fulness of time. We are persuaded, that
. in proportion as the Jewish cGde is diligently examined, will it be found
to teem with notices-of our redemption by Christ. God so constructed
this code, that it should be virtually a system of references to Christ,
and that thus the devout Jew, whether engaging iuthe solemnities
of the temple worship, or busying himself with temporal occupations,
might have his attention turned to that" Seed of the woman;" Who,
" iI]. the fulness of time," was to "put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself." We do not, indeed, mean, that with the change of dispensation have passed away all these mementos of the manner of our'salvation; we rather agree with those who hold that there is'still much in
the arrangements of Providence which may serve to remind us of God's
dealings in grace. There is perhaps nothing over-fanciful in the thought
that the food on which we chiefly subsist should constantly suggest
the idea of our redemption througj:l Christ. It is not to be demed that
since the use of animals for food, and those principally which were
made choice of for sacrifice, the world literally subsists by shedding of
blood-so that the death of the innocent is every day the life of the
guilty. The meat which perisheth may well thus remind us of that
meat which endureth unto everlasting life ; and the "slaying for the
support of the body of those beasts which were once offered in typical
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sacrifice is no slight memento, that for the food of the soul there died
a ,Victim Whose "flesh was meat indeed," and Whose "blood was
drink indeed."
But to return to the Jewish dispensation, and to that keeping up the
character of a redeemer, on which we desire to fasten your'attention.
We bring you a teit from the Book of Ruth, in which! though the word.
" kinsman" is used by our translators, the marginal reading, as you
will observe, is, " one that hath right to redeem." Naomi, in speaking
of Boaz, who had shown great kindness to Ruth, whilst gleaning in his .
fields, here and elsewhere calls Boaz a kinsman, but the word used in
the Hebrew means a redeemer. It was the law among the Jews that,
if a man died childless, the widow should become the wife of his brother;
and if there were no brethren, the law seems to have been extended to
the nearest relations, so that the next of kin became the husband of
the widow. Now, Mahlon, the husband of Ruth, had died in the land.
of Moab; and Naomi, her mother-in-law, being thus left without a son,
there was ·nohusband's brother to take Ruth from her widowhood.
The law; therefore, gave Ruth a marriage claim on the nearest of kin,
and she urged this claim upon Boaz. There was, indeed, a kinsman
who 1!tood nearer in relationship than Boaz; but he, refusing to perform" the part of a kinsman," ceded to Boaz the right of inheritance..
Boaz then honourably answered the marriage claim of Ruth; and,
receiving her as his wife, gave occasion to the friends of Naomi to
exclaim-'.' Blessed be the Lord which hath not left thee this' day
without a kinsman," or, literally, "without a redeemer." ·But, if you'
examine this history a little more attentively, you will perceive that it
was not exactly his marrying Ruth which gained for Boaz the title of
redeemer;. His challenge to the man who stood in closer relationship
was, that he should buy a parcel of land which Naomi was about to sell.
The nearer kinsman refusing, Boaidumself bought the land; or, as the
scriptural phrase is, " redeemed the land." And it was this purchasing
the inheritance, and so preventing it from passing to strangers, which
caused Boaz to stand in the position of redeemer. And, if you look
into the law of Moses, you will find three states which are marked out
as requiring the interposition of a rede,emer. If· there had been forfeiture of inheritance, if there had been loss of liberty, or if there had
been shedding of blood-in each of these cases it was enjoined that the
goel, for such is the Hebrew name (this goel, or redeemer, being always
the nearest of kin), should interfere on behalf of the distressed individual;
and our desire is to show you, that whenever the law directed the interposition of the goel, or redeemer, it gave a typical lesson on the offices
of Christ. The occasions which produced the interference of a legal
redeemer; and the manner in which that interference was conductedthese bore so accurate a' reference to the Gospel Redeemer, that we
cannot doubt it to have been the mind of the Spirit to keep the grand
scheme of human redemption always present to the people of Israel.
Now, suppose we take in succession the three cases in which the goel
or redeemer was bidden to interfere-the forfeiture of inheritance, the
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loss of liberty, the shedding of blood; and examining each transaction
under its legal description, let us strive to show you the fidelity with
which it imaged the redemption wrought out for us by Christ-Christ,
of Whom we may most emphatically say, in the language of our text-" The man is near of kin unto us; one of our next kinsmen. Blessed
be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to
the dead."
I. We begin with the forfeiture of inheritance. You will find, in the
twenty-third chapter of the book of Leviticus, directions given for the
interference of the goel, or redeemer. If an Israelite had becoine poor,
and had sold away some of his possession, the nearest of kin, called the
goel, or redeemer, was directed if possible to purchase or redeem the
land. In this case it became the property of the goel until the year of
jubilee, when it went back to the original proprietor. The land or _
forfeited possession might at any time be redeemed by the first owner,
supposing him able to pay the price of redemption; but if he were not
able, then none but the goel could redeem it for him; and if the goel
came not forward, no stranger might interfere-the possession must
remain unredeemed.
Now, there can be no difficulty at all in at once discerning the typical
character of this transaction. We fasten, first of all, upon the fact-a fact which is learned equally from each of the three cases of legal
redemption-that none but a kinsman could fill the office of goel, or
redeemer. It was not enough that a generous individual might be
ready to come forward on behalf of the impoverished Israelite; han he
the rights of the closest kinsmanship ~ If not, the law altogether
refused to allow the interference; its fundamental principle, in all such
cases, appears to have been, that kinsmanship was indispensable to the
constitution of a redeemer. And who does not see, that in the laying
down and adhering to such a principle as this, the law taught impressively the lesson, that He Who should arise, the Redeemer of a lost
world, must be "bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh ~" It
would have been nothing, that rank upon rank of celestial intelligence
should rush eagerly forward, and, compassionating the ruined estate
of our race, offer to devote their magnificent energies to the improving
its condition. Were they the kinsmen of the lost ~ Could they make
out relationship ~ Could they prove that there existed between themselves and the fallen any of that alliance which results from community
-of nature ~ Then an angel, not being a kinsman, could not be a
redeemer. None but a man could be the Goel of men. Such was the
truth which the law emphatically taught, when refusing in any case to
concede to a stranger the rights of a redeemer. And is not this a truth
which was literally acted upon in the appointment of a "Mediator
between God and men "~ "Forasmuch," says the apostle, "as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself took part of
the same." And shall we ever hesitate to declare that the comforting
and sustaining thing to the followers of Christ, is that the Goal, the
Redeemer, is in the strictest sense their kinsman ~ That Christ was
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like myself in all points, my sinfulness only excepted; that His flesh,
like mine, could be lacerated -by stripes, wasted by hunger, and torn by
nails; that His soul, like mine, could be assaulted by temptation,
harassed by Satan, and disquieted under the hidings of the countenance
of His Father; that He could suffer anything which I can suffer,
except the remorse of a guilty conscience; that He could weep every
tear which I can weep, except the tear of repentance; that He could
fear with every fear, hope with every hope, and joy with every joy
which I may entertain as a man, and not be ashamed of as a Christianthere is our creed respecting the human nature of Christ; and if you
,can once prove that Christ was not perfect man (always bearing in mind
that sinfulness is not essential to its perfectness), there would be nothing
worth fighting for in the truth that Christ was perfect God. The only
Redeemer Who can redeem our lost heritage is necessarily our kinsman;
and none is our kinsman who is not of the same nature, " born of a
woman," of the substance of that woman, our brother in all but
rebellion, ourself in all but unholiness. And such we know abundantly
from the testimony of Scripture, and from the nature of the case, it was
needful th,at He should be, as the Goel, or the Redeemer, of man; and
when, in/all cases of redemption, the law peremptorily refused to admit
any but a kinsman to the office of redeemer, can it be questioned that
there was perpetually inculcated' on the Israelites the great truth of the
human nature of the Mediator? Has there not throughout been the
maintenance of that character of a redeemer which, putting our deliverance far beyond the power of angel or archangel, makes brotherhood
indispenllable to the effecting atonement, or renders it needful that Wl>
should be able to say--':" This man is near of kin unto us, one of our
next kinsmen," if there is reason to exclaim of any being, in the full and
comprehensive meaning of the words-" Blessed be he of the Lord who
hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead" ?
But there is nothing in these remarks which applies to one case of
legal redemption more than to another. We have only argued from
the general requirement of kinsmanship, without attending to the
particular features of the instance brought under review. But if you
wished to describe man's natural condition, and the change effected in
that condition by the interference of Christ, whence could you fetch
better terms than from the directions of the law in regard of a forfeited
inheritance? Who is the Israelite that has grown poor, and alienated
from him the possession of his father, if it be not man, originally the
chosen of God, rich in a birthright which gave him a glorious world for
his dwelling-place, yes, and immortality for his life-time, but who
afterwards, by yielding to temptation, stripped himself of all his wealth,
and made himself the heir to nothing but corruption? ' A magnificent
creation was our possession, and we sold it to Satan, making it over to
the ravages of the destroyer, who rifled its beauties, and let loose upon
it the long train of wrath and calamity. The image of the Almighty
was our possession, and we parted with this, destroying it by an act
of rebellion. An eternity of happiness was our possession, and we

152

The Gospel Magazine

threw away this, bringing. down on ourselves the curse of death~f
death alike to body and to soul. And we became poor. Who shall
measure to us the spiritual poverty of man ~ Rave we a solitary fractionto pay down for the redemption of the land~ The way is open
as it was with the Israelites. If the man himself be able to redeem it,
let him redeem it. But can we buy this creation back from Satan ~
Can we sweep together the costly and the precious, and tender an
equivalent for' the injury done to God ~ Can we accumulate the
purchase-money for a bartered immortality~. And if the effort be
hopeless, must the inheritance be forf!'Jited for ever 1 Not so. God's
appointment with our race is just what it was with the Israelites. .The
land shall not be sold for ever. Who, then, shall redeem_it ~ Who
but the Goel, the kinsman, the brother ~ Godwill provide a Redeemer.
There shall arise a Man-yet oh! infinitely more than a man; and His
human nature shall give Him the right, whilst His Divine gives Him
the strength-the right of kinsmanship, the strength of Divinity; and
the blood of this mysterious Personage shall be poured forth in ransom,
and He shall buy back the land which the rebellious have lost. This
was the achievement which, in the fulness of time, the Goel effected.
Re literally redeemed man's inheritance; He snatched materialism
itself from the dishonours of the fall, securing the dawning of a day
when new heavens and a new earth, sparkling with a richer than the
early beauty, shall succeed to those which sin hath profaned. He
gained for man the renewing influences of the Spirit, and thus brought
us into such a position that we may be cast, as it were, once more into
the mint, and come forth with a fresh impress of the likeness of God.
He purchased the bartered immortality; for did He not "abolish
death, and bring life and immortality to light by His Gospel ~" Thus
the Goel, the kinsman, redeemed the land. But what He redeemed He
did not instantly restore. He has gained a right over the land, but for
a while He keeps possession of that right, and gives not back at once
the whole forfeited inheritance. And was it not thus with the goel
under the law 1 He redeemed the land, but then he retained it until
the year of jubilee. In the year of jubilee the original proprietor came
forth, and the goel restored him all which he had forfeited. With the
blast of a trumpet throughout the land was ushered in the jubilee year
of the Israelites. With a mightier trumpet peal, heard on the mountains and in the deserts, in the cities and in the sepulchres, shall commence the jubilee year of this creation. Then shall the Goel, appearing
in His majesty, and yet retaining all the tokens of His kinsmanship,
call up the new heavens and the new earth from the wreck of the old;
and then shall He apportion out eternal glory to those who have clung
to Him as their surety, and restore in all its splendour the long-lost
inheritance.
And thus, without entering into minuter particulars in the law of
redemption, we make good, as we think, the alleged typical connection
between the redemption of land .under the law, and the redemption of
mankind as revealed to us by the Gospel. We show you, that by and
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through the person and office ofthe goel, God was emphatically informing the Israelites as to the character and the work of the Messiah; and
when we have pointed out to you the impoverished Jew, spoiled of the
possession of his fathers, unable of himself to do anything towards
regaining the inheritance, and have then turned your attention oIia
kinsman redeemer, paying down the ransom, bringing back the land
intO the family, keeping it in his own hands until the jubilee. trumpet
sounded, and then restOring it to the original owner, we think that We
have furnished you with so vivid a sketch of paradise lost through
human apostasy, and regained by the purchase of the MediatOr, arid
given back on the day when the archangel shall lift his trumpet, and
blow a blast at which the sheeted dead shall start, that it must on all
hands be confessed, that the goel of the law was pre-eminently a type
of the Redeemer of the Gospel; yes, all must be prepared to look t{)
Christ as shadowed forth in these words of Naomi-" This man is near
of kin unto us; one of our next kinsmen. Blessed be he of the Lord,
Who hath not left off His kindness to the living and to the dead."
.

(To be continued.)

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHR1ST.
" WE .would see Jesus," said" certain Greeks." How concisely they
expressed the desire, in all its comprehensive simplicity, which the Holy
Spirit loves to give-and loves to see in the children of His graceboth before they are able to clothe in words their longings, and as
they more "know Whom they have believed." And their desire
to see Him is but the immediate effect of His desire towards them.
"Let Me see. thy face," He says, and chooses the least likely of. all
saints, "that thou mayst see that Just One and hear the voice of His
mouth." Such was God's intention towards Paul, such was therefore
sure to be God's performance in him. He would" see that Just One."
See over and over again in His goings, His strivings, His explainings,
His comfortings and renewings, Him Who appeared and turned him
from his own way. And he would learn something of the old way of
finding Him. "My spirit made diligent search" was Old-Te1\tament
experience; "When wilt Thou come unto me ~" And the chiefest
Apostle would know " weariness and painfulness," would be." pressed
out of measure," while he laboured to enter into Rest. But he would
see J eSllS. In his journeyings often he would see Him of Whom
cumbered Moses and the rejected prophets wrote; Him Who was
wearied with His journey ; Whose burden was carried for Him as He
went to Calvary. But hewQuld see Him not in weakness only, or as
being from experience "touched with the feeling of his infirmity," but
as now ascended, the Lord mightier than death; Who renewed His
servant's strength, giving him enough for each day as it came; so
that he did not faint, but even counted his afflictions light.
In his watchings and fastings,' he would see Jesus, Who Himself
had fasted and watched;. Who had sijBtained the multitude fQr
three days without food, and had taught that" man does not live by
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bread only." He saw Him most distinctly in his "thorn "-as much
as in the revelation that had gone b_efore. "In divers manners," the
Lord appeared to him, even as to the apostles who had lived with Him.
"On this wise showed He Himself," said John, and tells of Peter's
suggestion to go fishing, of the long, disappointing night, of Jesus
standing on the shore, but as a stranger. Then the end of it all. The
recognition, the call to the" children," the" come and dine," the
communion. "Many other things" Jesus did in making Himself
known. His words at times may have sounded discouraging; once
He answered "not a word"; He slept while the storm rose and
increased; He let Lazarus die. But knowing what His end had
always been; seeing that it was through comfort of the Scripture and
through patience also ,that there was hope, Paul exhorts to be " sober
and hope to the end for. the grace that is to be brought at the
revelation of Jesus Christ."
.
"Lord, shew us the Father and it sufficeth us," Philip asked, and
Jesus did not deny his request, but there was no new revelation to
make: "He that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father." Philip and
the other disciples had, though with "holden" eyes, been seeing the
Father, as the Lord their Righteousness had done on their behalf
alway.s the things that pleased God. It was the Father Who did the
works. It was the Father's words that were spoken. It was the
Spirit of the Lord that was upon Him-that anointed Him to preach
the Gospel to the poor, that sent Him to heal the broken-hearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty the bruised, and to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord. He was never alone. The Father was always with Him. The
world in hating Him hated the Father; the chosen ones" believed
that He came forth from God." And the time came when He showed
them" more plainly of the Father," that His Father lovedHim because
He laid down His life for them, laid it down, and took it again, went
to God, and sent them-not another comfo~but another Comforter,
to bring to their remembrance whatsoever He had said to them.
Paul had" strong consolation" while" looking unto Jesus," even
if he were a night and a day in the deep, in the assurance that he would
see" that Just One." Abraham saw His day afar off, and was glad.
The disciples saw it, and were glad as He partook with them of their
evening meal. To those that long for His appearing, He has
promised that they shall sit down at His table, and He will come
forth and serve them. So the Apostle exhorted to "rejoice in the
Lord." He learned in whatever state he was, therewith to be content,
as seeing Him Who is invisible; content, although evil was present
with him; although he was a wretched man dragging about with him
a "body of death," finding a constant warfare within. He saw Jesus.
He, too, knew what sin was, knew it in deeper measure than the chief of
sinners, but in a diff.erent way, for He, holy and undefiled, had
suffered for sin, the Just for the unjust, that He might know the joy of
saying, "Here am I and the children whom Thou hast given Me."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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"YE WERE-ARE-SHALL BE."
" THOU shalt not forget" is a frequent expression in Holy Scripture.
" Forget not all His benefits" is in the Psalmist's ascription of praise.
" The God which fed me all my life long" were the words of the dying
Jacob in that sweet passage which may be termed his swan song. To
use a very homely simile in daily life: what an interest a map has for
us after a long journey. We like to trace all the windings and the
lengths of travel, and to recall the various incidents that m'ade certain
spota memorable. And so we feel it is profitable, with the Holy Spirit's
guidance and illumination, to look back sometimes and gaze upon the
rock,-the hard, adamantine, unyielding rock-whence we were hewn,
and to the hole of the pit whence we were digged (Isa. li. 1). Those
words "hewn" and " digged " imply that other hands than our own
have worked our salvation and rescue. We could not dig ourselves
out of a pit or hew ourselves out of the rock. Hence out of the rocknot merely from the surface of the rock-shows how deeply we were
one with our old hard nature, solidified in it; and this deep embedding
in the hole of the pit impresses on.us the fact of our having been deeply
sunk in trespasses and sins. "Hewn "-what hard labour is signified
in the word. Blow upon blow to detach, and then again stroke upon
stroke to shape and form. Oh! what pains, humanly speaking, our
God has had with us to hew and shape and chisel and polish. Digging
in the hole of a pit also implies descent and continued labour. A pit
is deep, but the hole of a pit deeper still. Glory to God that the unchanging covenant love is " deeper than the depths beneath," and that
it dug His treasure even from the hole of the pit; out of "the horrible pit and miry clay," as the Psalmist describes it. And He did
not merely take me out, but" set my feet upon a rock," the" Rock
of ages cleft for me," "and established my goings" ; so that there was
no falling back into" the horrible pit."
St. Paul represents our former condition (Eph. ii. 1) as being " dead
in trespasses and sins." Dead-without desire, without feeling,
without movement, without power of any kind; unresponsive, absolutely indifferent. How could language be more forcible! Deaddead-beyond all hope of recovery.
Another graphic representation of our past lost state is that in
Ephesians ii. 3: "Were by nature the children of wrath." Children
of His wrath, far from Him, offensive to His sight and hearing, causing
Him to be angry; and His power and His anger, who can withstand 1
And further, our natural condition is summed up in two most expressive and comprehensive words: "without Christ" (Eph. ii. 12).
Methinks that is saddest, deepest, darkest of all_CC without Christ."
One feels the pang of the lost must be the knowledge of being without
Christ for ever. Without Cluist, the Saviour, the Friend, the Lover,
the Redeemer, the Kinsman, the Brother.
" Having no hope" is another description, and truly to be without
Christ is to have no hope. I forbear to dwell upon the terrible state
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of the unrenewed nature in SUI; sin that cost the Son of God His .
precious life-blood; sin that entered a paradise of holiness and happinessto blast it; sin that dyed the lives of God's children with
shame. and misery; sin that offended the pure eyes of Him Who
cannot bear to look upon iniquity; sin which clings to the old nature
of the believer during his mortal life, and will beset him till ne drops
this body of sin and death; sin which disturbs the peace and stabs the
conscience, and with which warfare is maintained during the whole of
the sojourn in this sin-defiled world. We little know the profound
depth, the extreme danger, the dreadfulness of the abyss of wrath and
death from which we have been redeemed with the precious blood of
Christ. We all know something of it, but we cannot know all the
mysterious sin and sorrow which brought His loving heart so low
that He even shrank, not from His purpose or His love,but from the
heavy load of sin and guilt and shame which was "laid on Him"
(Isa. liii. 6).
" Sins against a holy God;
Sins against His righteous laws;
Sins against His love, His blood;
Sins against His name and cause;
Sins immense as is the sea;
Hide me, 0 Gethsemane ! "
Ah! dear reader, you and I may well look back upon that time
when we were without Christ, and, being without Him, were in exceeding great mercy hewn and digged from our peril by Him Who
loved us. "He first loved us," and in His love and in His pity He
redeemed us, and carried us in His tender heart.
This is what we were.
But nour-child of God, "coming as unto a living stone ~ . .ye
also as lively (or living) stones are built up a spiritual house." Hewn
out of dead rock to be living stones, your position even now· assured,
you are built up, and incorporated in that spiritual House of which the
precious cornerstone is Christ Himilelf. You have been digged out of
the hole of the pit, to be raised with Christ, even to the heavenly Mount
Sion. See yet again: "Beloved, now are we the sons of God"
(1 John iii. 2). No longer children of wrath but sons of God, "made
nigh by the blood of Christ." Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Christ;
"no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints
and of the household of God." Now, at this present time, our citizenship is in heaven. He puts us in possession here, and His love and
protection are very present. "Lo, I am with you always."
Further, this is our blessed present standing in Christ. In Him we
have all things and abound. He is
" My never-failing Treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace."
Yea, in Christ. His loving prayer fulfilled, " That they may be one in
us"; "Now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through
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death" (Eph. i. 21,22). Ponderipg the sttbject, how one revels in that
passage in Colossians ii. 14, "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to His cross." I believe that the crime for which the
crucified suffered was written out and nailed on the cross, so that all
might see why and for what he was condemned. Thus our sins were
nailed upon His cross, and were expiated there; taken out of the way
altogether, blotted out entirely. And so we are complete in Him, or
filled full in Him; we are" rooted and built up in Him"; we" have
obtained an inheritance" in Him; we "sit together in heavenly
places" in Him; our" life is hid with Christ in God." In Him what
fulness, what security, what blessedness, what happiness! For He
is now, even now, our .All in all, and so in Him we are safely sheltered
from evil. Satan cannot seize us, for all that is contrary to us is put
out of the way. Loo1.'ing up at His· cross, Satan sees all our guilt there
atoned for, and cannot touch us. Death cannot destroy us, for He
has conquered death; and we in Him conquer too. Bereavement
cannot crush us, for our dear ones are in Him, and therefore we in Him
are still with them. The world cannot harm us, for we are in Him
Who is Lord of all. It hated Him, and consequently hates us who are in
Him. It understood Him not, and it does not understand us. But we
are in possession of His happy secret and, resting in Him, we know
"the length and breadth. and depth and height of that love which
passeth knowledge." A seeming paradox-to "know," and yet" it
passes knowledge." .But we understand, and as we approach nearel'
and nearer to "the City which hath foundations," we know more and
more. "In Christ." This constitutes all of earth and all of heaven
to the believer. It ensures all blessings, all glory.
And what of the future? What of the" shall be"? We see the
past from which we have been redeemed; yes, and the past with all
its gracious leadings and interpositions. We see the present with the
Covenant-standing in Christ, and our position as now sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty, heirs of God. What of the "shall
be"? We can again take up the simple metaphor employed above;
the map of our journeyings, and in it trace where we are going. We
cannot arrange the details; we leave those to the Conductor to plan
and carry out. We cannot see all the joys in store, all the sights of the
Happy City. A little square photograph cannot reveal all the loveliness and magnificence of the earthly countries we visit, and so it is
with the vivid pictures He has graciously given us of the "Better
Country." We see only isolated portions of it. For we could not
bear the full description now; it would unfit us for present duty.. We
know enough to be fully assured that we shall be satisfied, completely
and for ever satisfied, there"Where saintS and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee."
We were hewn out of the hard rock, that we might be living stones in
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that fair city; jewels in His crown; 'stones of beauty; precious
stones. We read of the earthly temple: "They brought hewed stones
to lay the foundation"; and more, they were "great stones" and
"{lootly stones." Spiritually we discern they are great stones, because
of His great work on them; costly, because they were bought at a
great price--the blood of His dear Son. How remarkably suggestive,
too, is the description of those temple stones-they were made ready
be/are they were brought to the building. So the forming is all sure;
no hewing or shaping in the heavenly Temple above. The stones,
dear reader, were measured and squared according to design. So all
the hewing of thy marble nature is of purpose. In the sweet picture
of the Holy City we read that the foundation was garmslwd with all
manne·y of precious stones. They were dug from below, from the deep
hole of the pit, to-be raised to the City above.
And "-there shall be no more death." They who were dead, are quickened by the Spirit, and are incorporated in the Person of Him Who
"dieth no mare." They are no more" children of wrath," but are
"sons of God" now, and" shall inherit all things."
Lastly, we shall be lilce Him when we shall be with Him where He is,
and shall see Him. We know " we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is." We shall be changed into the same image; we shall
be conformed to His likeness and transformed. "They shall see His
Face, and His Name shall be in their foreheads." Seeing them will be
reading Him.
Do mark, dear child of God, the brief summing-up of thy past,
present, and future, all 0/ Oh'NSt.
Ye were " without Christ."
Ye are " in Christ."
Ye shall be " lilce Christ."
In that bright Home, to which every day brings us nearer,
" We shall see His Face,
And never, never sin;
But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
NETTIE.

THE MESSAGE OF THE MOUNTAINS.
THE Mountains of Scripture are connected with many important events,
and as we read the history of Israel, we learn for ourselves many lessons
of faith and hope, of conflict and victory, of agony and transport.
Mount Ararat has its note of mercy and rest, for after the Flood the
Ark rested there with the saved remnant. We stand for a moment
at the foot of Sinai, and almost hear the thunders of the Law. We
picture the enveloping cloud, and feel the very Mount quaking at the
Presence of God. Horeb is called" the mount of God," and herc
Moses passed forty days, while" the pattern" for the Tabernacle was
displayed and revealed. Again, we stand near Ebal and Gerizim,
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and hear the voice, now of blessing and now of cursing, as the wide
difference is accentuated between those who honour and obey God,
and those who deEy and rebel against Him-the former enjoying His
blessing and favour, while the latter dwell in a dry land under It solemn
ban. We glance at Moses on the top of a hill with the rod of God in
his hand, while Israel fights with Amalek in the plain below When
the hands were heavy, the rod fell, and Amalek prevailed. When the
hands were held up, Amalek was discomfited. So is it with us stilL
When the hands of the leaders are" heavv," it is the office of Christians to bear them up in faithful prayer. Many great battles between
right and wrong, truth and error, justice and oppression, are won by
the prayers of a humble believer who watches the war" from 'the top
of the hill." From Mount Hor and Mount Nebo, with their sad story
of death, we learn that even the saints of the Lord, Moses and Aaron,
are not exempt from the sentence of bodily death. Shut out of the
Promised Land by disobedience, they yet were not debarred from
that other better Portion, an inheritance among the redeemed. But
their loss was very great. The Lord never permits His people to
disregard His known commands. The servant who knows his Lord's
will, and does it not, is beaten with many stripes. The children of
God bring much discipline upon themselves by wilful disobedience.
Carmel, again, furnishes us with a striking scene, as Elijah tests
the people in the Name of Jehovah. They had fallen into national
apostasy and idolatry, and had substituted the worship of Baal for
the service of God. The impotence of Baal, who could neither hear
nor help, is first brought out, and then the mighty power of the I,ord
God. Solemnly the choice was offered again to the apostate nation
to return to loyal allegiance to the One Tme God, and to put an utter
end to the false, corrupt system-an ohject-lesson for our own time.
Through the long-suffering mercy of the same God, a similar choice
has been offered again and again t{) England. But the blinded eye
and hardened heart will always prefer the religion of sight and sense
rather than spiritual worship. It would be pleasant and profitable to
linger on these various hills, and ponder the pictures and parables
that have each a message for us.
The Mountains of ~ether (or Division) speak to our hearts as typical
of separation caused by sin. This is entirely the believer's lesson,
and one that no outsider can comprehend. There have been backsliding and declension, and there is a mountain-barrier between the
I,ord and the souL Sooner or later the child of God is keenly conscious
of this, and prays for its removaL If his love be deep, his appeal will
be earnest. Nor does he pray merely for restoration, but that he may
be kept. from future wandering. " Until the day break and the shadows
flee away, turn, my Beloved; and be Thou like a roe, or a young hart
upon tne-mountains of Bether." The word" turn " may be rendered
"compass me about," or "be Thou on every side of me." When
we pray thus in reality, we are soon able to exclaim-" The Voice of
my Beloved! Behold He cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping
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upon the hills" (Song of Solomon ii. 8, 17). There is a precious
echo to these words in Luke xv. 20: "His father . . . ran." But,
ag!\.in., the mountain-barrier may be. some obstaCle in our path of serVice. Perhaps unbelief, idolatry, or some other sin. Perhaps not a
sin at all, yet if it be a hindrance, we have every right to pray confidently
for its removal. A mountain in the way is a very serious impediment, and faith is severely taxed before we truly believe that it will be
removed. We meet difficulties in our lives, and in the lives of others,
that frown upon us in seemingly impregnable strength, like a high hill.
.W hat saith .the Scriptures ~ "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place;
and, it shall' remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you"
(Matt. xvii. 20). "The mountain" here st!\.nds for Satanic possession.
It was a hard case. Yet our Lord says-':"" Nothing shall be impossible."
He will miJ-ke His mOlmtains a way. Before His believing people the
great mountains " shall become a plain."
The Psalms and the Prophets are full of allusions to the hills, and
the imagery used is varied, to point many different lessons. The
mountains are types of strength and stability-Ps. x.u:. 72, hv. 6, xcv.
4; or of protection, plenty, and peace-Ps. lxxii. 3, 16, CXXV. 1, 2.
We lift up our eyes to the hills as emblems of the ~e,long love and
righteousness of God, and of His unchanging mercy towards us--Ps.
cxxi. 1, 2, xxxvi. 6. For His love and righteousness and mercy have
. endured longer than the hills, and are mightier than the mountains,
which are said to leap and skip in joyful sympathy with redeemed
Israel-Ps. lxviii. 16, cxiv. 4-6. Again the figure changes, and they
are said to tremble and melt, to smoke and flow down, to be shaken
and carried. into the sea, .at the Presence of God, His'" look," His
"touch," and His" wrath "-Ps. xlvi. 2,.,3, xcvii. 5, civ. 32, Isa. liv. 10,
Jer. iv. 24, Micah i. 4. "The everlasting hills" (Gen. xlix. 26; Hab.
iii.. 6) are a lovely reminder of everlasting mercy and strength~Ps.
ciii. 17, Isa. xxvi. 4; of everlasting love. and light-Jer. xxxi. 3, Isa.
Ix. 19, 20; of evedasting life and joy-John iii. 16, Isa. xxxv. 10;
of the everlasting Covenant and consolation-Isa. lxi. 8,2 Thess. ii.16 ;
of everlasting kindness and salvation-Isa. liv. 8, Isa. xlv. 17; of
everlasting righteousness and remembrance-Ps. cxix., 142,144, Ps. cxii.
6; of the everlasting kingdom and possession--2 Pet. i. 11, Gen. xvii.
8; of the Everlasting Father and the Everlasting Arms-Isa. ix. 6,
Deut. xxxiii. 27; of the Everlasting Gospel and the Everlasting GodRev. xiv. 6, Isa. xl. 28. What need we more Ior our souls to lean
upon? But there is also the solemn contrast. For we read in the
self-same Book, of everlasting chains and punishment-Jude 5, Matt.
xxv. 46 ; of everlasting confusion and contempt-Jer. xx. 11, Dan.
xii. 2; of everlasting destruction, fire, and burnings, in .the lake of tire
that shall burn day and night for ever and ever-2 Thess. i. 9, Matt.
xxv., 41, Isa. xxxiii. 14, Rev. xx. 10, 15. Will God break His Word ~
Nay, verily! "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Words
shall not pasl:i away" (Matt. xxiv. 35). When the everlasting mOlm-
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tains are scattered and the perpetual hills bow, when an things that
are made are shaken and removed, when every island is fled away and
the mountains are not found; then shall the eternal Purpose of the
eternal God be fully accomplished, which He purposed "before the
mountains were brought forth." A purpose of justice, judgment, and
vengeance for His enemies, and of grace, mercy, and peace for all them
that fear Him. Those only who are refuged in the Rock of Ages will
escape in that tremendous Day.
One Mountain stands alone, unique in its mystery of Divine sorrow
and suffering; the Mountain of Moriah, or Myrrh, signifying Bitterness. Here Abraham was co=anded to offer up Isaac; and here, on
the same spot, the Temple was afterwards built. Very near, perhaps
on part of the same height, the Lord Jesus Christ offered Himself up
as· the one and only Sacrifice for sin. Surely this is a holy place;
sacred to the Father, since it was here that He put His Son to grief,
and made His Soul an Offering for sin; and sacred to the Christian,
who will often ascend the Mount in thankful memory of his Saviour's
death, knowing that, apart from this full, perfect, and sufficient Sacrifice, his soul would be undone, laden with guilt, helpless, and hopeless.
" How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth ! " (Isa. -1ii. 7).
Near to this Mount is another. We pass from the Mountain of
Myrrh to the Hill of Frankincense, or JOY. "Beautiful for situation,
the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zio'iJ., on the sides of the north,
the city of the great King." "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God hath shined" (Ps. xlviii. 2, 1. 2, lxy. 1, lxxxvii. 1, 2). To these
twin height<; the tribes assembled to worship and honour the King.
" The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills,
by righteousness." The believer will joyfully repair thither to offer
up his sacrifices; first, "The broken and contrite heart," which out
gracious God will not despise; secondly, "The living sacrifice," the
soul and body fully dedicated; and thirdly, "The sacrifice of praise
to God continually," that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
Name. This is the only acceptable offering that we can bring, and it
must be presented in the Redeemer's ame (Heb. xiii 15; Ps. I. 14,
23, lxix. 30, cyii. 1, 2, 22). The praising saint glorifies his Lord.
Every fresh token of the Father's love, of the Saviour's mercy, and of
the Spirit's grace, should evoke a note of grateful thanksgiving. "Walk
about Zion and go round about her: tell the towers thereof." " Let
the children of Zion be joyful in their King." "Let the inhabitants
of the rock sing; let them shout from the top of the mountains."
" They that trust in the Lotd shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be
removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people from henceforth
even for ever" (Ps. xlviii. 12, cxlix. 2; Isa. xlii. 11; Ps. cxxv. 1, 2).
Other.holy hills are associated with our Lord's Ministry and SufferIX
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ings. His memorable Sermon was preached, and some miracles were
wrought, on the mountains. There He passed whole nights in prayer,
and also ordained the twelve apostles (Luke vi. 12, 13). And what
shall we say of the Transfiguration, the Agony, the Crucifixion, and
the Ascension 1 (Matt. xvii. 1-9; Mark xiv. 26: Matt. xxviii. 16).
Heights and depths of unutterable suffering and woe, of conflict and
anguish, which wrung the bloody sweat from the body, and strong
crying and tears from the Redeemer's soul. Anon the deep mysterious
shadows cast by sin and death give place to light and joy. The
Transfiguration lead., onto the Ascension, and both again look forward.
The glory of Christ has not been unveiled to His people, but it will
assuredly be revealed one day to the whole company of believers.
And when our Saviour ascended, He left His disciples on earth. "The
Church which is His body " is still suffering, struggling, and sorrowing;
and the tombs of the sleepers are sealed. But as the Head has triumphantly ascended to Heaven, so in very deed will every member of that
Body ascend to be complete in Him !
In our lower, humbler measure we are privileged to enter into the
fellowship of Christ's sufferings, and to follow His steps. As He was
often on the mountains, so we are also called to live an elevated,
eeparated life, and to leave the world beneath us at every step. We,
too, must pass many a night of wrestling upplication, as we plead
both for others and for ourselves. We must face sorrow and deathnot the death of the body-but death to sin, to self, to Satan. We,
too, catch many a glimpse of the eternal City in all its tmfading, incorruptible beauty, "from a great and high mountain" (Rev. xx. 10).
And as we return to our labour of love, what wonder if our faces shine
as the. face of Moses when he came down from the Mmmt. For we too
have been with our Lord, and He has manifested Himself to us as He
does not unto the world, and our hea,rts are resting in His love. By
His Presence in the cloud, the storm, and the conflict, we are marvellously sustained and comforted. The Bride's words of welcome are
ever on our lips: "Make haste, my Beloved, and be Thou like to a
roe or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices" (Song of Solomon,
viii. 14).
" Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. xxii. 20).

Acle, Norfolk.,

HENRIETTA.

G.

BOWER.

ALL Christians have a communion with Christ in all His offices;
whatever Christ was, that certainly they are in some measure and
degree.-Thomas Manton.
THE men of this world esteem God's children as the offscourings of
the earth; so Paul (a chosen vessel of God) was disesteemed of men;
but in God's account the wicked are but dross indeed, which is the
refuse of gold or silver. Let this confirm the godly against the contempt of men; only the Lord hath in His own hand the balance which
weigheth men according as they are.-William Cowper.
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PRESENTATION OF AN ADDRESS TO THE RECTOR OF
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.

I

L

IT has been the custom of the congregation meeting for worship on
Thursday evening at St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol, to hold a special
Prayer Meeting immediately afterwards to supplicate the Lord for
His afflicted servant, their Pastor. This they have continued to do
ever since his bodily affliction began, twelve months ago. God has
graciously heard and helped, and His dear people have expressed their
gratitude for His tender mercy and loving-kindness to Mr. Ormiston,
who has now on no fewer than twenty occasions preached the word of
Grace and Truth, with help from on high. The touching Address
presented to their Pastor by his dear flock was as follows :To

OUR BELOVED PASTOR, THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

IT is written of God's people, whom He hath redeemed, " they shall
abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness."
And this is our desire at this time, as we look on in grateful wonder,
love, and praise, at what our God hath wrought for us in restoring
you to us in that measure of health which permits you to preach
" the unsearchable riches of Christ" in our midst, as in the days past.
It was for this we "sought the Lord," and now gratefully record
how" He heard us," and He Who gave the spirit of prayer, had Himself prepared the answer, and we praisefully remit it to Him and say,
" It is the Lord's doing! "
That your now some twenty sermons, since your partial recovery,
have been owned and blessed of our Covenant God, "we are the
witnesses of, and so also is the Holy Ghost" in our hearts.
The precious and unctuous truths, which are so dear to your people,
find an acceptable place in our hearts, and remain in fragrant memory
by the gracious" anointing from the Holy One"; and we trust bring
forth fruit in our lives.
And it is our desire at this time to seek to encourage you, that in
your weakness (with which the Lord has doubtless made you content,
if so be that the power of Christ rest upon you), you may know how
the Lord is. still willing to use the weak things to His Own glory;
and also to assure you of our continued prayer for you, that He will
keep His hand of richest blessing upon you, increase your strength
if it be His will, and spare you to minister to us who love you so
afiectionately in the Gospel.
May He make your" latter end" bright with the sunshine of His
love, and the pathway of your declining years "as the shining light
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.".
So prays the little company of those who meet for prayer and praise
on Thursday evenings at St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol.
February 16th, 1911.
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THE PORTRAIT.-MR. HENRY PARKER (LONDON).

WE have the mind of GOD for our reverential custom of remembering
with honour those who have through lengthened lives adorned His
precious truth in the eyes of their fellow-men, and maintained it
unflinchingly before many adversaries. We therefore feel a peculiar
pleasure in bearing witness to the long and consistent Christian
character and walk of the subject of the present memorial.
Mr. HENRY PARKER came first to our knowledge, personally, early
in" the sixties," when the scene of our Ministerial labours was Divinely
ordered in the north of the Metropolis, in strange contrast to our
previous pastoral charge, under good BISHOP WALDEGRAVE, amid the
lovely scenery of the Lake District, in Cumberland, where we erected
a small Church suited to the wants of the resident Dalesmen.
We first met in the small St. David's Mission Room, Lower Holloway,
in which building the Lord's-day services were held, until the Church
-after years of patient, prayerful efforts-was erected and opened.
He was a constant visitor at the meeting held for prayer for the LORD'S
blessing on the peculiarly difficult work of raising funds for the building
enterprise. His prayers were fervid and spiritual in tone, the premises
of our Covenant-performing GOD were pleaded with remarkable confidence and fervent trustfulness; and the interests of Zion's children
were urged with a happy liberty and childlike simplicity that often
melted to tears those who were present.
Mr. PARKER, who was accustomed to lead the voices of the LORD'S
people in praise, possessed a soft, clear voice, which added much to
the holy pleasure of this-and all the congregational assemblies of
GOD'S worshipping saints. His original spiritual addresses will be
gratefully remembered still by those who used to attend them in
connection with the edifying meetings held, from time to time, in the
Mission, and Iron Room, in Wellington Road.
We are pleased to give our dear readers the reprint of a letter of his
on ISAIAH xxxii. 2, which appeared in Zion's Witness in the year 1859,
and lately came into our possession. Our beloved brother wrote : " A man shall be as . . . rivers of water in a dry place; and what
in all creation is there as dry as the soul of a sinner? It is as dry and
barren as the mountains of Gilboa; there being no moisture, there
can be no fruit. But when Christ comes into the soul by His own
Almighty power, and living waters flow from Him, the Fountain Head,
then we can sing, 'Spring up, 0 well, sing ye unto it.' The Lord, in
Isaiah, says, ' When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none,
I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I
will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst· of the valleys.
I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of
water.' Jesus said to the dear woman at the well, 'The water that
I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.' So that there is no cessation in the springing; if it
does not spring up in praise and prayer, it may in panting and longing;
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if not in panting and longing, it will in sighing and groaning. Yea,
sometimes the water will run so low in feeling as to produce but a
look; yet the water is always the same, the fluctuation being in ourselves, and not in the water. We are brought mto the position of
having everything of sel/dried up, that we may live upon Christ, the
fountain of living waters, where we may satiate our thirsty souls
without money and without price.
" , .As the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.' This is very
blessed. What could be more acceptable to the pilgrim, journeying
through some sandy desert under the scorching rays of a tropical sun,
than a great rock, the shadow of which would screen him from the
heat, and impart a moisture that would greatly refresh his weary
body 1 Such is Christ to the weary sinner. When passing through
trying dispensations, persecutions from the world, temptations from
the devil, circumstantial or soul trouble, he cries out with the Psalmist,
'My soul is athirst for God.' and is brought experimentally to this
precious Rock to receive the dew of His grace, the droppings of His
love, and is melted down at His dear feet, loving, wondering, and
adoring, for the riches of His grace; and as an inhabitant of the Rock,
he sings to the praise of the mercy he has found. Oh, come then,
believer, let us sing unto the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the Rock
of our Salvation! Sing of that electing love which chose us in Christ
before the world began, and blessed us in Him with all spiritual blessings; for except the Lord had left us a seed we had been as Sodom, and
been made like unto GDmorrah. Praise Him for redemption: 'for He
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us.' Praise Him for calling us by grace out of nature's darkness into
His marvellous light, making it thereby manifest that we are heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. Praise Him for that Almighty
power which hath kept us to this present moment, conducted us through
many dangers, toils, and straits, and which will bring us forth from
the furnace as gold seven times purified.
'Gold in the furnace tried, ne'er loses aught but dross;
So is the Christian purified and bettered by the cross.'
" 'I will sing,' says the Psalmist, 'of mercy and of judgment.'
None but the saved of the Lord can smg this song. I will sing of
, mercy' displayed m Christ, and shown toward me, a sinner, and of
, judgment' executed upon Him for my sms. It is in this way the
justice of God is satisfied, and He becomes the justifier of all that
believe. For' Christ was made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.' Mysterious, truth!
, Sing, 0 ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts
of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and
every tree therein; for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified
Himself in Israel.' "
The photograph which accompanies this sketch we have treasured
through the years that have ensued since in 1880 we left our London
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charge, and, of course, it represents Mr. PARKER as a much younger
man than he now is, when he has attained the great age of fully eightyeight years. At back of the photograph is written the inscription by
his own hand: "HENRY PARKER-born into this world of sin and
sorrow, 1823; born again from above, 1840. 'To the praise of the
glory of His grace' Ephes. i. 6. (Oct., 1884.)" A prolonged season of
affliction and other singularly heavy trials have, by GOD'S grace,
chastened sweetly the soul of this dear saint, who is humbly and hopefully awaiting the call to his FATHER'S house above; and we fraternally
commend him to the affectionate prayers of the scattered family of
God, that" so an entrance maybe ministered unto him abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST."
THE EDITOR.
MARTIN LUTHER'S EXPOSITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER.
(Continued from page 110.)
The Second Petition.
THY KINGDOM COME.

Tms second petition, like the rest, does two things; it puts us down,
and lifts us up. It puts us down, because it forces us to acknowledge
with our own mouth, our great and lamentable exile; but it lift-s us
up, because it shows how we ought to conduct ourselves in this humiliation. So every single word of God has in its nature this effect, to
terrify, and to console; to wound, and to heal; to break in pieces,
and to build; to root up, and to plant; to humble, and to exalt.
First, it puts us down, because we openly confess that the kingdom
of God is not yet come to us; and, when it is seriously considered and
sincerely prayed, it is terrible and ought well to grieve and move with
much sorrow every godly heart. For it follows thence that we are
.driven into exile, and are yet among dreadful enemies, being robbed
of our own beloved country.
In this there are two evils to be abhorred and lamented. The first
is that God our Father is robbed of His kingdom in us, and He Who is
and ought to be Lord of all, is deprived through us alone of His title
and dominion, which indeed is not a little to His dishonour, as if He
were a Lord without estate; and His title of Almighty is made mockery
of by us. Doubtless this must afflict all who love God and favour
what is good. Moreover, it is dreadful that we are they who straiten
and hinder the kingdom of God, whom God, if He pleased to judge
strictly, might with reason condemn as enemies and ravagers of His
kingdom. The second evil respects ourselves; that we lie captive
in a strange country and in exile among these great enemies. It
would be very sad and horrible if the son of an earthly prince, or a
whole nation, being brought into captivity by the Turks, must endure
many insults and sufferings and at last a shameful death; how much
more so is it that we are among wicked spirits in this exile, and every
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moment must look for all kinds of periL':) of body and soul, and at last
eternal death. A man would with reason shudder more at his own
life, than at a hundred deaths, if he should see it aright.
In the next place, after this reflection has humbled us, and discovered to us our calamity, then the consolation follows, in which our
kind Master Christ teaches us to pray and desire to come out of this
exile, and not to despair. For to such as know they have hindered
the kingdom of God, and yet mournfully pray that it may come,
on account of this mourning and seeking, God will not impute what
otherwise He might deservedly punish. But those bold spirits who
little care where the kingdom of God may abide, and who never pray
in earnest for it to come, God will assuredly judge in severity with
the tyrants and ravagers of His kingdom.
Since then every man must use this petition, it follows that none
is guiltless concerning the kingdom of God. To understand which
we must know that there are two kingdoms.
. The first is the kingdom of the devil, whom the Lord calls in the
Gospel, "The prince of this world." This is the kingdom of sin and
disobedience, and must be to the godly 8 great exile and imprisonment;
as was prefigured formerly by the children of Israel in Egypt, who
were compelled to build in that land with much labour and sorrow
and received nothing for it, but that the people hoped thereby to
cause their death. So they who are the subjects of the devil and serve
him in sin have many things to bear, especially in the conscience, and
yet by that service at last they earn everlasting death.
We g,re all now in this kingdom, until the kingdom of God comes;
but yet with a difference. For the godly are there, so 'lS to fight daily
with sin, and steadily and constantly to resist the lusts of the flesh,
the allurements of the world, and the suggestions of the devil. For
however godly we may be, wicked lusts will yet rule jointly in us, and
would willingly have the sole power and dominion. So the kingdom
of God continually fights aga.inst the kingdom of the devil; and they
shall be preserved :md saved, because they carry on this war in themselves against the kingdom of the devil, that the kingdom of God may
be in.creased. And these are they who utter this petition in word,
heart, and deed. So the holy Apostle Paul exhorts, "Let not sin
reign in your mortal bodies, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof" ;
as though he said, Ye shall indeed have and feel ,ncked lusts, a love
and inclination to anger and excess and unchastity, and the like, which
would draw you into the kingdom of the devil, that is, to sins; for
thence these lusts proceed, and are also in themselves sins. But ye
must not follow them, but crucify and keep under these traitors left
behind belonging to the old kingdom of the devil, as the children of
Israel did to the Jebusites and Amorites; and thus increase God's
kingdom, which is the true land of promise, in you.
But the rest are in this kingdom so as to delight in it and follow
after all the desires of the flesh, the world, and the devil; and they
would gladly also, if they might, abide in it for ever. These give place
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to the devil, and lessen and lay waste the kingdom of God. Therefore
they scrape up riches, they build sumptuously, they search out whatever the world can give, as though they would remain here for ever;
and remember not that" here we have no continuing city," as
St. Paul says. Such say this petition with the mouth, but contradict
it in the heart; and are like the leaden organ pipes which roar in the'
church, and yet have neither speech nor understanding. And perhaps
organs are an image and figure of such singers and seekers.
The other kingdom is the kingdom of God. This is the kingdom of
righteousness and truth; of which Christ says, "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and His righteousness." What is the righteousness
of God, or of His kingdom ~ It is that by which we are delivered from
all sin; by which all our members, powers, and energies are subjected
to God and to His service, so that we may say with Paul, "I live,
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me "; and, "Ye are not your own ;
ye are bought with a price" ; therefore glorify God and bear Him about
in your dead body. As though he said, Christ has bought you by
Himself, therefore ye ought to be His, and let Him live and reign in
you. And that only takes place when no sin has the dominion in us,
but Christ alone with His grace. Thus the kingdom of God is nothing
else than peace, gentleness, humility, purity, charity, and other graces;
and there is in it no wrath, enmity, bitterness, unchastity, nor any
such thing.
Now let each one prove himself, whether he incline to this side or
that, then may he understand in which kingdom he is. Now there is
none but may discover something of the devi]'s kingdom in himself ;
therefore must he pray, "Thy kingdom come." For the kingdom of
God begins and increases here, but is perfected in the life to come.
In short, the meaning of this petition is, "Suffer us not, 0 dear
Father, to live here long, that Thy kingdom may be perfected in us,
and we be entirely delivered from the kingdom of the devil; but if
it be Thy will to leave us yet longer in this exile, grant us Thy grace
to set up and unceasingly increase Thy kingdom in us, and weaken
and lay waste the kingdom of the devil."
Now observe, two great errors are made in this matter.
One is of those who run hither and thither, in order to become
good, and arrive at the kingdom of God, and be saved. One
goes to Rome, another to St. James; one builds a chapel,
another founds this thing, and another that; yet they will not come
to the right point, that is, inwardly to give themselves to God, and
to become His kingdom. These do many such works outwardly,
and the show they make is beautiful enough; but within they remain
full of evil passions, anger, enmity, pride, impatience, unchastity
and the rest. Against these Christ spake, when He was asked
when the kingdom of God should come, saying, "The kingdom
of God cometh not with observation; neither shall ,they say,
Lo here! or, Lo there! for behold the kingdom of God' is within
you." Again He says, "If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is
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Christ" or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false prophets."
As though He said, If ye wish to know the kingdom of God, ye have no
need to seek it from afar, or to wander abroad. It is near thee, if
thou wilt; yea, not only near thee, but even within thee; because
discretion, humility, truth, purity, and all graces, which are truly
the kingdom of God, none can fetch by land or by sea, but they must
spring up in the heart. Wherefore we do not pray thus: "0 dear
Father, let us come to Thy kingdom," as though we ought to run to it ;
but, " Let Thy kingdom come to us." For God's favour and kingdom
and all graces must come to us, if we would attain to them, since we
can never go to them; as Christ came down from heaven to us on
earth, but we did not ascend from earth to Him in heaven.
The other error is of those who in saying this prayer care only how
they may be saved, because they suppose the kingdom of God to be
nothing but joy and pleasure in heaven, such as they can imagine
from their carnal delights; and they are pressed to it because they
fear hell, and so seek only themselves and their own advantage in
heaven. Such know not that the kingdom of God is nothing else
than to be good, gentle, pure, mild, kind, and full of every virtue and
grace; that so God may possess His own in us, and may alone be,
live, and reign in us. This is first and most to be desired; because
we are said to be saved, when God reigns in us and we are His kingdom.
But joy and pleasure and whatever else can be desired, ought neither
to be sought, nor asked for, nor coveted, for these will come of themselves, and follow this kingdom of God. For as excellent wine cannot
be drunk but it brings with itself its own pleasure and cheerfulness,
unsought and of necessity; so, much more, when the grace and virtues
of God, that is the kingdom of God, are perfected, must joy, peace,
salvation, and every delight necessarily follow, naturally and freely,
without our help. Therefore Christ, to turn away that false and
selfish eye, bids us not to ask and seek t,he fruits of the kingdom, but
the kingdom of God itself. But these seek in the first place that
which is last, and that which is first they care not for, or care for it
only for the sake of the last; therefore they shall attain to neither.
Whoever does not rightly desire what goes before, shall by no means
have what follows.
The Third Petition.
THY WILL BE DONE UPON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.

This petition likewise has that twofold action spoken of in the
former; that is, it puts down, and lifts up; it makes sinners, and
righteous. For the word of God at all times works these two things,
judgment and righteousness; as it is written, "Blessed are they that
keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness at all times." , Judgment is nothing else than for a man to know, judge, and condemn
himself; and this is true humility and self-abasement. Righteousness
is nothing else than for a man being brought to know himself, to ask
and seek grace and help from God; by which means he is then lifted
up by God.
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These two points we shall see in this petition.
First, we judge ourselves, and with our own words accuse ourselves
of disobedience to God and of not doing His will. For if we were in
such a state as to do the will of God, this petition would be needless.
Therefore it is a dreadful thing we utter when we say, "Thy will be
done." For what can be more fearful than for the will of God not
to be done, and His commands to be despised, which we plainly confess
against ourselves, in this petition? For it must be true that we by
no means do or have done the will of God, as we are still praying that
it may be done. For deceit and mockery are of no use in God's sight;
but what we pray should be thoroughly true. Since therefore we
must pray thus to the end, it follows that we are found guilty of transgressing the will of God even to death. Who can now be proud, or
stand before his own prayer, in which he finds that God, judging in
the rigour of justice, might in all equity reject and condemn him every
moment as a rebel, confessed and convicted by his own mouth. Thus
this 'petition works a thorough humility, and the fear of God and of
His judgments; so that a man rejoices if he can but escape the judgments of God, and be saved by mere grace and mercy. To judge thyself
and to do judgment in the sight of God, is thoroughly to 1..rnow thyself,
and to charge thyself with the things contained in this petition.
Secondly, righteousness is when we ha,e thus confessed and judged
ourselves, then not to despair at the judgment of God, because of the
things in which we feel ourselves l';Uilty, being instructed by this
petition; but to fly to the grace of God and firmly trust in Him, and
pray that He would deliver us from disobedience and not doing His
will. For he is righteous before God who humbly ac1..rnowledges his
disobedience and sin and deserved condemnation, and who with all
bis heart seeks grace for these things, and doubts not that it shall be
given him. So also the Apostle teaches that a man can be righteous
by nothing but his faith and confidence in God, and so not his own
works are his comfort and support, ·but the mere lllercy. of God.
See what a sharp blow this petition gives to our frail and miserable
life; tha.t it is nothing but a rebellion against the will of God, and
therefore a sure state of eternal damnation, relieved only by this,
that we mourn and confess the same, and pray with all our hearts
.about it. And whoever rightly considers this petition 'and the rest,
will certainly have little desire for this life; and he who delights in
this life, proves that he neither understands the Lord's Prayer, nor
the dangers of his own life at all.
WHAT IT IS FOR THE WILL OF GOD TO BE DONE, OR NOT TO BE pONE.

Without doubt, to do the will of God is nothing else than to keep
His commandments. For by His commandments has He declared His
will to us. We should here consider what are the commandments
of God, and how thev should be understood. This is an el..'tensive
subject; but, in few ~ords, it is nothing else than to slay the old Adam
in us, as the Apostle teaches in many places. The old Ada-m is no
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other than those evil inclinations we feel in ourselves to anger, hatred,
unchastity, ambition, pride, and the like. For these wicked lusts
are inherited by us from Adam, and are born within us from the womb;
and hence proceed all kinds of wicked works, adultery, murder, theft,
and the like transgressions of the law of God; and thus by disobedience
the will of God is not done.
In two ways is the old Adam slain, and the will of God done.
First, by the mortification of our own will in every point. For a
man must be fully persuaded that his own will is never good, however
fairly it may shine, unless it be constrained and driven to the good
which it would more gladly have left undone. For, as was said, if
the will in us were good, we should not need this petition. Thus a
man must have and exercise another will opposite to his own will ;
and he is not safe who finds one will only in himself, and not two,
contrary the one to the other; and his practice must be to follow the
renewed will in opposition to his own will. For he who has and does
his own will only, is, without doubt, an adversary to the will of God.
Now there is nothing that is so dear to a man, and so hard to let go,
as his own will. Many have done great and good works, who have
yet wholly followed their own will and all their inclinations, thinking
that it will be well with them, and that they have committed no crime
in so doing. For they maintain that their own will is both good and
righteous, and that they are not at all in need of this petition. Such
are destitute of the fear of God.
Secondly, by other men, who fight against, oppose and disquiet us
and ever resist our will in good and spiritual works, as well as in worldly
matters. Such are they who find fault with our prayers, fastings, and
good works, and count them folly; and in short, never suffer us to
live in peace. Oh how inestimable is the value of this! Such opposers
might be well purchased with one's whole substance, for they bring
into exercise this petition in us, and by them does God break our will,
that His will may be done. Therefore Christ says, " Agree with thine
adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him." That is,
that we should cease from our own will, and yield to the will of our
adversary. Thus is our will broken, and in the breaking of our will
is the will of God done; for His good pleasure is that our will be
frustrated and brought to nothing. Wherefore, when anyone contradicts thee, or calls thee a fool, do not strive with him, but rather assent
to it, and persuade thyself that this is right, as it certainly is before
God. If anyone takes aught from thee, or does thee an injury, suffer
him to do it, as though it were done to thee justly. For surely it is
just in God's sight; and though it may be an injustice in itself, yet
it is not an injustice to thee. For since all things are of God, He can
take them away from thee either by a bad or a good man. Contend
not then for thine own will, but say, "Thy will be done." So in all
other matters; temporal and spiritual, as Christ says, "If any man
will take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also."
But you will answer, Is this doing the will of God? Who then can
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be saved 1 Who can keep this high command, to leave all and have
his own will in nothing 1
I reply, Then learn from this how great and necessary is this petition,
and with what heartfelt earnestness it should be uttered; and how
great a thing it is for our will to be mortified and the will of God alone
to be done. Thus must thou confess thyself a sinner, :who canst not
endure this will of God; and must seek help and grace, that God may
pardon thee in whatever thou comest short, and enable thee to do
His will. For it must needs be, if God's will be done, that our will
be given up; because these two are contrary to one another. See
this in Christ our Lord, Who when He prayed in the garden to His
heavenly Father, that the cup might pass from Him, yet added, " Not
My will but Thine be done." If Christ's will must be given up, which
was without doubt good, nay, the very best at all times, that the
Divine will might be done, why do we wretched worms make a boast
of our will, which yet is never free from iniquity, and always deserves
to be frustrated 1 To understand which, consider that our will is
evil in two ways ;First, openly and without disguise, when we are calTied away with
determination to that which is a scandal to all, as to be angry, to
cheat, to lie, to hurt our neighbour, to live in unchastity, or to commit
any such crimes. And indeed this will and propensity is evident in
every man, and is brought into action, especially when occasion offers.
Against this will we must pray that God's will be done, Whose will is
peace, truth, purity, and kindness.
Secondly, in secret and under the appearance of good; as when
James and John said of the Samaritans who would not entertain
Christ, "Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to come down from
heaven· and consume them 1" Who answered, "Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of; for the Son of man is not come to destroy
men's lives, but to save them." This is the mind of all those who, for
any wrong or folly they or others meet with, will push through by all
means, being determined that whatever they undertake shall be done.
And they complain and say, "Ah, how heartily well I intended it !
I would have helped the whole town, but that the devil would not
suffer it." They really think that it is their duty and that they do
well to .be angry and amazed; and vex theIllBelves and others, and
spread a report that their good will has been frustrated. But if they
could see it by daylight, they would find out that it is a mere pretence,
and that in this good will they have sought nothing but their own
advantage and honour, or their own will and opinion. For it is not
possible that a good will, if it be really so, can be angry or disquieted,
when it is hindered. Mind this attentively; it is a certain mark of
an evil will when it will not submit to be hindered. Impatience is
the fruit whereby thou mayest know the hypocritical, false, wicked,
good will. But a will that is good at heart, prays thus when it is
hindered, " 0 God, I thought it would have been good, if it had been
thus; but since it is not to be, I am content; Thy will be done."
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For where there is disquiet and impatience, there is nothing good,
however good it may seem.
Besides these two wicked wills, there is also another will, re'111y
good, which must not be accomplished. Such was the will of David
when he attempted to build a temple to God; for which God commended him, and yet would not that it should take place. Such was
Christ's will when He prayed that the cup might pass from Him, in
the garden; and yet, nevertheless, it was necessary that the same will
should be given up. So if thou couldst convert the whole world,
raise the dead, conduct thyself and others to heaven, and do all
miracles, thou shouldst not wish to do any of these things, unless
thou set God's will in the first place, and suffer thy will to be brought
to nothing, and submit to Him, and say, "0 my merciful God, this
or that seems to me good; if it please Thee, let it be done; if not,
let it remain undone." God breaks this good will very often, in His
saints, lest the false arid wicked good will creep in, by an appearance
of good; and that we may learn, however good our will may be, it
is yet incomparably inferior to the will of God. Therefore our inferior
will may well yield, and like a good subject be brought to nothing
before the infinite will of God.
Thirdly, also must our good will be hindered, that it may be made
better. For doubtless it is only that our will may become better, that
God hinders it. And it then becomes better when it is made subject
and conformable to the Divine will by which it is thwarted; and that
is, when the man becomes quite pliable, free, and indifferent, and
altogether without a wish; and knows nothing, but only waits the
will of God.
This is the rule of true obedience, which is, alas! utterly unknown
in our times. For now these unfruitful babbl~rs go about, who h~ye
stunned all christendom, and have seduced the poor people with their
doctrines; who cry out from the pulpit that a man should have and
produce a good will, a good intention, a good purpose, and that when
this is done, he is safe, and all he does is good. By which doctrine
they do nothing but make self-willed and self-opinionated men, and
independent and vainly-confident spirits, who always fight against
God's will, and neither give up nor submit their own will. For they
maintain that their intention is good, and ought to succeed, and that
whatever opposes them is of the devil, and not of God. Lo, thus
spring up and creep in wolves in sheep's clothing, those proud saints,
the most pernicious men on earth. Hence it is that bishops against
bishops, churches against churches, priests, monks, and nuns, contend
and fight, and go to war; and there is disquiet in all parts. And yet
every sect professes to have a good will, an upright intention, and a
godly purpose, '1nd so they practise nothing but devilish works to the
praise and honour of God.
Such must be taught the necessity of a God-fearing will, and by no
means to trust in their own will and intention; but to cast away the
accursed presumption of thinking they can possess or produce a good
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will or intention. A man must entirely despair of having, or of being
able to produce, a good will, a good intention, and good purpose. For,
as was said before, there especially is a good will, where there is no will
of our own; for there only is the most excellent will of God. Much
do those babblers know about the will, when it is good and when evil;
and very confident are they in it: and have caused us to say with the
mouth, " Thy will be done," but witn the heart, "My will be done,"
and so to mock God and ourselves.
Then it is objected, What! has not God given us a free will ~
.
Answer :-Yes, truly He has given thee a free will; but why dost
thou turn it into a self-will, and not let it remain free ~ For when
thou dost with it what thou wilt, it is not free, but thine own. But
God has neither given to thee, nor to anyone, a self-will; for the
self-will comes from the devil and from Adam, who both made a self-will
of the freewill given them by God. For a freewill is that which wills
nothing of its own, but submits to the will of God only; and thereby
continues free in itself, cleaving to and depending on nothing.
Conclusion.

You see now how God commands us in this petition to pray against
ourselves, and teaches us by it that we have no greater enemy than our
own selves. For our will is the principal thing in us; against which
we must pray, " 0 Father, suffer it never to come to this, that anything
be done according to my will. Break my will, and resist my will.
However it be, let it not be according to my will, but according to
Thy will only. As it is in heaven where none has a will of his own,
so let it be on earth also."
Such a prayer, when it is brought into effect, does greatly go against
nature. For our own will is the greatest and deepest evil in us, nor
is anything dearer to us than our will. Therefore we ask nothing
else in this petition than the cross, martyrdom, opposition, and all
kinds of affliction, which serve to mortify our will. Wherefore, if
self-willed men would consider how they pray against their own will,
they would either hate the very petition itself, or be terrified
at it.
Now let us unite these first three petitions. The first is, that the
name of God may be hallowed and honoured and praised in us; but
to this none can attain, unless he be righteous, and in the kingdom of
God; because the dead and sinners cannot praise God, as David says.
Moreover no one can be righteous, except he be free from sin; and
we become free from sin, when our will is rooted up, and the will of
God only is in us. For when the will, which is the hea.d and chief
faculty, is no longer either our own or evil, then are not any of our
faculties at all our own or evil. Wherefore this petition lays hold of
our corruption, not by the hand or foot, but by the head; that is,
by our will, which is the head and true ringleader of wickedness.
(To be continued.)

The Gospel Magazine
"LOOKING UNTO JESUS."
(Suggested by the" Family Portion" for January. 1911.)

" LOOKING unto Jesus,"
Lifting earth-drawn eyes,
By the sacred helping
Of His Spirit wise;
From all earthly objects,
Unto Him alone,
Who is all-sufficient
Unto all His Own.
"Looking unto Jesus,"
Lingering at His feet,
Lauding Him for mercies
Manifold and meet;
Listening to His whispers,
Learning His high way
In the solemn stillness
Of the dawn of day.
"Looking unto Jesus,"
Living in the light
Of His face all radiant,
Like the sun-orb bright;
Lightening darkened sinners
With His radiance sweet,
In the work and warfare
Of the noon-tide fleet.
"Looking unto Jesus,"
Leaning on His breast,
Losing sense of tiredness
On that pillow blest;
Laying bare the secrets
Of the heart to Him,
In the welcome leisure
Of the evening dim.
"Looking unto Jesus,"
Lying down serene,
In the sheltering shadow
Of His hand unseen;
Leaving soul and body
To His care and might,
, Mid the direful dangers
Of the darksome night.
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"Looking unto Jesus,"
God's beloved Son,
Who is looking ever
On each blood-bought one;
Who will aye be looking,
With eternal love,
On His ransomed "brethren"
In His home above.
ISA.

SONSHIP.
" And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."-GALATIANS iv. 6.
is the privilege of all who are adopted into God's family: by
one Spirit they are all baptised into one body; they all drink into
that Spirit which their glorious Head received without measure, and
by which their union with Christ is completed. In the depth of His
agony in the garden He cried, " Abba, Father," thus expressing the
fullest confidence in God amidst all His suflerings, and His entire
acquiescence in His Father's will. Of this confidence all His people
partake, according as God hath dealt to everyone the measure of
faith.
In writing to the Romans, the Spirit of adoption is opposed to the
spirit of bondage unto fear. The on'e is the temper of a slave trembling
under his master's rod; the other, that of a child who knows his
bother cannot err, who esteems all His precepts concerning all things
to be right, and is assured that the Lord is righteous in all His ways;
and although a bitter cup may be put into his hand, he knows it
is mingled by love, and, however distasteful, is conducive to his
welfare.
Such is the temper we ought to cherish, and such is the temper we
shall manifest according to the measure of our faith. We are ever
prone to let slip the truth, to backslide from God, and to grieve His
Holy Spirit; but let us resist Satan, and remember that the Spirit of
adoption is the grand evidence of our sonship. Satan may be transformed into an angel of light, may urge on our consideration our many
shortcomings, and the impossibility of such creatures being the object
of the love of God; but we are taught to pray that God would behold
our Shield, would look upon the face of His Anointed, that His hand
may be upon the Man of His right hand, the Son of Man Whom He
hath made strong for Himself. Let our eyes then be directed to
Christ, to the perfection of His sacrifice, the glory of His everlasting
righteousness, and His ability to save to the uttermost; let us confess
our sins, laying our hand upon the head of Christ, our Passover; and
. trusting in Him, sin shall not have dominion over us. We shall be
more than conquerors through Him that loved us, and Who has said,
"My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in
SUCH
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weakness." He came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Were we not sinners, we should have no need of a Saviour;
only the sick require a physician; and let us remember amidst the
most alarming symptoms of disease, that His skill is unfailing; and
let us look to the victory achieved by Him over the god of this world,
as the assured pledge that we shall be more than conquerors.
Haldane.

THE REV. AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY M.TI) BLAGDON.
THE death, on January 29th last, of Lord Winterstoke, removed one
who, a.mong his many mUnllcent benefactions, restored Blagdon
(Somerset) Church at a cost of £12,000, although he himself worshipped
at a Congregational Chapel.
It. was at this church, St. Andrew's, Blagdon, that dear l\k Toplady
commenced his ministry, being ordained to the cumcy thereof by the
Bishop of Bath and Wells on June 5th, 1762. It was here, too,
that he is reported to have written his immortal hymn, " Rock of Ages,
cleft for me," being, it is said, the result of his meditations whilst
sheltering among the rocks of Burrington Combe during a thunderstorm.
But Mr. Toplady did not stay long at Blagdon. Not approving,
when he learnt their nature, of the steps taken by his friends to obtain
this post for him, he resigned as soon as he could. After about a year
as Curate of Farley Hungerford, near Bath, the next we know of Mr.
Toplady's movements is from his Diary, eommenced on Dec. 6th,
1767, when we find him zealously occupied as Vicar of the united
parishes of Harpford and Fen Ottery, near Honiton, Devon. In these
two churches he was preaching to crowded congregations, and with
some felt presence and blessing of God. How long he had been ministering here does not seem to be known, for when his Diary opens he
is negotiating an exchange of livings with the Rev. Mr. Luce, of
St. Andrew's, Broad Hembury, Devon.
Under date, Dec: 10th, 1767, Mr. Toplady wrote to his mother:
" God has fulfilled His promises to me so often, and in so many ways,
that I think, if we could not trust His faithfulness and power, we
should be doubly inexcusable. That He works by means, is certain;
and I hope to try all that He puts into my hands. In the meanwhile,
let us cast our care on Him; and remember that he that believeth
shall not make haste. There is one thing that pleases me much about
Broad Hembury, and makes me hope for a blessing on the event, viz.,
that it was not, from first to last, of my own seeking; and every door,
without any application of mine, has hitherto flown open, and all
seems to point that way. As a good man somewhere says, ' A believer
never yet carved for himself, but he cut his own fingers.' The all-wise
God, Whose never-failing providence ordereth every event, usually
makes what we set our hearts updn lillsatisfactory, and sweetens what
12
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we feared, bringing real evil out of seeming good, and real good out of
seeming evil; to show us what short-sighted creatures we are, and to
teach us to live by faith upon His blessed self If I should really
exchange my present living for Broad Hembury, it will, I belicn, be
soon after Christmas. In the meanwhile, add your prayers, that God
Himself would be pleased to choose my heritage and fix my lot; command His gracious blessing on the event: turn the balance as seemeth
good in His sight; and make it entirely His own doing, not mine. Do
not let your tenderness for me get the better of your confidence in God;
a fault, I fear, too common, even with believing parents. Poor :Mr.
D. is relapsed, and his life is despaired of. Alas! what is wealth; with
its usual attendants, the lust of the eye and the pride of life, when
death stares us in the face! An interest in the Covenant of Grace i
of more value than all the worlds God hath made. Riches profit not
in the day of wrath: but righteousness, even the obedience, blood and
intercession of Christ, delivereth from the sting of temporal, and from
the very possibility of suffering eternal, death.. In Him may ,,'e be
found, living and dying! "
On April 6th, 1768, :Mr. Toplad.l ,,'as instituted to the li,-ing of
Broad Hembury, which he held till his deat,h on August 11th, 17i8.
in the 38th year of his age. It was during these tCll years that his
principal literary "orks were executed, and the ucriptural teaching
of the Church of England upheld against all its c-pponcnts,
C.

THE LIFE OF MR. TOPLAD1.
A NEW and extended Life of dear Mr. Toplady is in course of
preparation, we are pleased to announce, from the careful pen of
Mr. Thomas Wright, of Olney, Bucks, and will appear shortly. Our
readers will hail this announcement with much pleasure.

JESUS CHRIST AND HIS BRIDE.
MR. ROMAINE, in his first sermon on the Song of Solomon, says, " The
general plan of the book is very well expressed in the argument put
before it in the Bible that was in use in Queen Elizabeth's time; 'In
this Song, Solomon, by most sweet and comfortable allegories and
parables, described the perfect love of Jesus Christ, the trne Solomon
and King of Peace, and the faithful of His Church which He hath
sanctified and appointed to be His spouse, holy, chaste and without
reprehension. So that here is declared the singular love of the Bridegroom toward the bride, and His great and'excellent benefits wherewith
He doth enrich her of His pure bounty and grace, without any of her
c1eservings. Also the earnest affection of the Church which is inflamed
with the love of Christ, desiring to be more and more joined to Him in
love, and not to be forsaken for any spot or blemish that is in her.' "
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A PAPER READ

AT THE 26TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANT UNION, HELD AT MANCHESTER, OCTOBER, 1904, BY
THE REV. ARTHUR E. HUGHES, M.A., VICAR OF BRAMCOiEE,
NOTTINGHAM.

WE are assembled here to-day for a Meeting of the Evangelical Protestant Union. We are not ashamed to be known as Evangelicals, and
as Protestants. For my own part I am an Evangelical Protestant for
two great reasons.
1. Those great doctrines, which we denote by the term Evangelical, I
believe to be God's TI1lth, revealed in His own Word to man. Those
doctrines may be slunrnarized lillder five" R's ": Man's Ruin through
the Fall; the Redernption and Restoration to God's favour provided
for him through the Blood of Christ alone; his Reception of that
Redemption by faith only; the Regeneration or New Birth wrought in
the believing sinner by the Holy Spirit; and the Responsibility resting
upon him, when regenerated, by the power of the same Spirit to live a
new and holy life, and to seek the salvation of his fellow-sinners. To
deny those doctrines is then to reject the Truth of God. And they
are denied by Sacramentarianism and Sacerdotalism. As his subjects
felt concerning Artaxerxes (Ezra iv. 14), so we feel: it is not meet for
us to see our King's dishonour. And therefore, /01' His sake, and for
His glory, I am bound constantly to assert and to proclaim what I
believe to be His Truth, and to protest against every form of error
which would rob Him of His rightful honour.
~. It is the Gospel Message; thus summarized, which has done for
me what nothing else ever has done, or ever could do. It is through
that Message that I have fOlilld in Christ Jesus Forgiveness, Justification, and Life Eternal; the blessed secret of victory here and glory
hereafter. From happy, personal experience, I know that Gospel to
be the one thing the sinner needs; and therefore, for man's sake, as
well as for God's sake, I make my protest, and I seek to preach in all
their fulness the unsearchable riches of the Grace of God.
The cause we have at heart, and which brings us here to-day, thus
viewed, becomes nothing less than the cause of our Lord and Master
Jesus Christ, and of the souls for whom He died.
The great enemy is seeking in many and various ways to injure that
cause in our own loved country at the present time. They may be
grouped lillder three heads.
1. Sacerdotalisrn.-By sacerdotalism the Priesthood of Christ is
made insufficient. The priestly office is transferred to others from Him,
Who "hath a priesthood which passeth not from one to another"
.(Heb. vii. 24. Margin). The minister is changed from a presbyter or
elder into a sacrificer, offering sacrifice for the sins of the people, and
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into an absolver, hearing confessions and bestowing forgiveness, so
coming between the sinner and the Saviour. The sacrifice of the Cross
becomes insufficient, and that intended as a memorial of the finished
work of Calvary is made itself a sacrifice for the expiation of sins.
More fatal still, the Sacrament of Baptism, the sacred sign and seal of
the blessing of the New Birth, is made itself the unfailing communication
of life, so that the baptized sinner is led to believe himself a child of
God, apart from the necessary conditions of repentance and faith in
the atoning work of Jesus Christ. The sacerdotalism of the Church of
Rome, the sacerdotalism prevalent within the borders of our own
Church to-day, are indeed a contradiction of the Gospel of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
2. Scepticism.-Here again there are different degrees. It is not so
much to-day the open attack of avowed atheism that we have to deal
with. It is just as useful to the great enemy to have the minds of men
disturbed as to the Foundations of Faith by what they hear of the
" advanced" views of the Higher Critic. Doubts are kindled as to the
Inspiration and Authority of the Book, the Infallibility of Christ,
the fact of the Virgin Birth, till floundering about in a very sea of
doubt, man knows not what to believe, and the enemy has gained a
victory indeed. He cannot shake the great Rock of God's Truth, but
he does his best to prevent the struggling and bewildered soul from
gaining a foothold on that Rock.
3. There is one further means by which the enemy works, and which
you and I feel it no less difficult to contend with. I mean the Secularism
of the age, the utter indifference to religion, the living altogether for
this world, the absolute carelessness amongst men about their future,
their own souls, their God. This is almost harder to deal with than
open opposition. It is brought about in many cases, I believe, by the
other evils named. Many a man has revolted against religion, because
religion has come before him in the form of the superstitions and child's
play of Ritualism; he has become more unsettled through doubt produced by the broad theology of the day, and he has fallen into this
state of utter indifference.
But it is not the cause, it is the remedy for such evils, that concerns
us, and which I pray we may learn to-day. So from the 20th I would
turn your thoughts back to the 18th Century. From what met a
similar case then we may learn what will meet the case to-day.
We look back across some 170 years. Things may seem dark to-day
-they were darker then. The records of those days reveal to us an
almost total absence of vital religion in Church and country alike.
God may have had, and Ibelieve had, His 7,000 believers, obscure and
unknown, as in the days of Elijah; but clergy and laity, as they
appear in history, present a black picture indeed. As a body the
Church was dead, and worse than dead.
It is true that the Reformation of 1550 had driven away to a great
extent the power of the Church of Rome. It is true that the Revolution of 1688 had rebuilt and strengthened the wall against her return.
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It is true that apologetic writers, notably Butler, had won a great
victory in the defence of the faith against the attacks of the infidel
and unbeliever, and had raised a great defence against the forces
enlisted on behalf of natural as opposed to revealed religion.
It was good to have such walls, but within these walls there was
death. The work of the Christian Reformer and of the Christian
Apologist is a noble work, but it is such as a means to an end; and,
however intellectually a success, it is morally, religiously, and spiritually
a failure unless that end be attained. The work of Reformation and
of Apologetics is incomplete unless a positive Gospel take the place of
that which is rejected, and unless through that Gospel the hearts and
the lives of men are changed. And as we look at the Church at the
date named, notwithstanding her victories over the Romanist and the
Infidel, Gospel truth was not brought to the front. What theology
there was in the Church was almost entirely along Latitudinarian or
High-Church lines, and the Church herelf was sunk in worldliness,
corruption, and death.
In the words of the late Bishop Ryle, " Christianity seemed to be as
one dead, insomuch that you might have said, 'she is dead.' Morality,
however much exalted in the pulpit, was thoroughly trampled under
foot in the streets. The Church of England existed in those days, with
her admirable Articles, her time-honoured Liturgy, her parochial
system, her Sunday services, and her 10,000 clergy. The NoncOll"
formist body existed with its hardly-won liberty, and its free pulpit.
But one account unhappily may be given of both parties. They
existed, but they could hardly be said to have lived. They did nothing.
They were sound asleep. The curse of the Uniformity Act seemed to
rest on the Church of England. The blight of ease and freedom from
persecution seemed to rest upon the Dissenters. Natural theology,
without a single distinctive doctrine of Christianity, cold morality, or
barren orthodoxy, formed the staple teaching both in church and
ChapeL Sermons everywhere were little better than miserable moral
essays, utterly devoid of anything likely to awaken, convert, or save
souls. Both parties seemed agreed at least upon one point, and that
waS to let the devil alone, and do nothing for hearts and souls. And
as for the weighty truths for which Hooper and Latimer had gone to
the stake, and Baxter and scores of Puritans gone to jail, they seemed
clean forgotten and laid on the shelf."
The celebrated lawyer, Blackstone, about the year 1760, went from
church to church to hear every clergyman of note in London. He
says that he did not hear a single discourse which had more Christianity
in it than had the writings of Cicero, and that it would have been
impossible to discover from what he heard whether the preacher was a
follower of Confucius, Mohammed, or of Christ.
We turn from their doctrines to consider the characters of the
bishops and clergy.
To quote again Bishop Ryle, "The vast majority of the parochial
clergy were sunk in worldliness, and neither knew nor cared anything
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about their profession. They hunted, they shot, they farmed, they
8wore, they drank, they gambled. They seemed determined to know
everything except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. When they
assembled, it was generally to toast Church and King, and to build one
another up in earthly-mindedness, prejudice, ignorance, and formality.
When they retired to their own homes, it was to do as little and preach
as seldom as possible."
One of their own number wrote, " I am sorry to be obliged to confess
that the serious part of mankind have long had just reason to express
their abhorrence at the frequent occurrence of the professed clerical
libertine. The public has long remarked with indignation that some
of the most distinguished drunkards, debauchers, and gamesters who
figure at the watering-places, and all places of public resort, are young
men of the sacerdotal order."
With such clergy little wonder that the people were neglected; the
lower classes grew up with no education; duels, adultery, fornication,
gambling, swearing, Sabbath-breaking, and drunkenness were hardly
regarded as vices at all. They were the fashionable practices of people
of the highest ranks of society, and no one was thought the worse of
for indulgence in them.
Just at such a time, in the midst of such an environment, a mighty
movement began. As the giant oak springs from a tiny acorn, as the
great river flows from a tiny source, so this movement, destined t.o
become so great and powerful, sprang from a small begiJrning: a little
group of Oxford students forming a prayer circle; a few young men
with a zeal for God, not at first indeed according to knowledge. But
isithere not the promise, " If any man will to do His will, he shall know
of the doctrine" (John vii. 17) ~ And they were taught to know.
Despised they were, and persecuted; but God was with them. And
by and by from that liWe band came forth George Whitfield, whose
burning words, whose passion for souls, whose preaching of Christ and
Him crucified proved the means of.life to thousands both of Englishmen and Americans. From that same little band came forth John
Wesley, who, taking as his watchword, "The world is my parish,"
sought heart and soul, and in the strength of the Lord, to win that
world for Christ. From that same little band eame forth Charles
Wesley, whose unrivalled Gospel hymns still burn with life and light,
with force and fire. Fromt.hat same little band came forth James
Hervey, who, led more slowly though as surely into the light, his
labours restricted by delicate health and an early home-call, was
nevertheless able by his pen to reach with the Gospel message many
who would never have condescended to listen to the voice of Whitfield.
It is true that the Church of England, as a body, was not ready for
such a work and for such men as these. Numbers, like George Whitfield and the followers of John Wesley, were practically driven without
her borders. But God at the same time raised up others within our
Church to know the same Saviour, to preach the same truths, to live
the same lives, to attain the same results. Such were, with many
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others, Henry Venn, under whose'ministrv a marvellous revival took
place in Huddersfield and the neighbourhood; William Romaine,
devoted preacher of the Gospel in the great Metropolis; William
Grimshaw, the apostle of Yorkshire; somewhat later, John Newton,
converted libertine and slave dealer; Charles Simeon, who roused the
missionary spirit in the Church, which, dead at home, had naturally
failed to extend her branches abroad; Thomas Scott, who in his wellknown Commentary gave the Christian world a storehouse of sanctified
common sense: John Venn, son of Henry Venn, who gathered round
him and his ministry at Clapham a band of godly laymen, including
William Wilberforce, the great philanthropist and deliverer of the
slaves. Many more might be mentioned.
These were the men who, in the providence of God, like Latimer,
relit the Gospel candle in our land, in the light of which we rejoice
to-day. It was the opening of a fountain in the midst of the hills
watering the dry and thirsty fields below. The old Hebrew cry rose
from the lips of not a few, "'Vatchman, what of the night ~" The
echo was caught up, and repeated in churches, in chapels, in fields,
and in barns. A great reaction took place from cold formality, indolence, and indifference, from the neglect of doctrines held dear by
Apostles, by Reformers, and by Puritans. Evangelical religion, i.e.,
Christianity as taught in the New Testament, plain, practical, spiritual,
all gathering ronnd Christ and Him crucified, now laid hold with a firm
grasp upon multitudes of Englishmen. The speedy evaporation of
this religious enthusiasm was predicted. The prediction was not
fulfilled. The Gospel, then brought to light, and proving so mighty,
has never since been so eompletely buried and lost to sight.
,
It was indeed a Revival. The Holy Spirit given on the great day of
Pentecost was at work. In lllany ways there was a repetition of the
story of Acts ii. The preaching of the early Evangelicals in its leading
features resembled that of Peter and his fellow apostles on that great
day.
1. I..ike Peter's, it was based on the Word of God. They went
straight to the Fountain head-not to the 13th Centurv, not to the
first six Centuries, but to the first-t{) the Inspired Scriptures. They
found there the Truth, and passed it on.
2. The sum and substanc.e of this preaching, like Peter's, was a
Crucified and Risen Saviour. This was the mighty charm which drew
the crowds and moved the hearts of men. The love of God in sending
His Son into the world; the self-saerifice of the 80n in His life and
death; the offering Hc made for human guilt on the cross; His
patience and tenderness; His mediation and intercession; His saving
and keeping power-these were the themes which laid hold of Englishmen by thousands and tens of thousands, and made them what the
New Testament calls" new creatures in Christ Jesus."
3. Like Peter (Acts ii. 32), they preached from personal, experimental
knowledge of the Saviour. Theirs was no cold creed, no barren orthodoxy, but their words flowed fortl1 warm from hearts which knew and
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loved the Lord, and were proving Him a great blessed reality for the
needs of daily life.
4. hke Peter's (Acts ii. 23, 36, 38), their preaching was full of direct
personal application. They dealt with men as sinners. They looked
on those before them as individuals, each one an immortal being with
an endless future, and with a passion for souls; they pleaded with and
intreated their hearers there and then to repent, flee from the wrath to
come, and seek and find mercy in J esllS.
5. As on the Day of Pentecost, all this was in the power of the Holy
Spirit. The preachers were spiritual men, in touch with God. This
was the secret of their power. It was the presence of God, and the
power of the Spirit, which kept them firm to their principles, and which
enabled them, unmoved by praise or blame, to go straight on amidst
persecution and opposition both from the world and the Church.
Evangelical religion was not popular with those in high places. Much
grace was needed that the treatment received from such should be
always met with unflinching firmness, and at the same time borne in a
meek and Christian spirit.
(To be continued.)
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A TESTIMONY.
To the Editm of I.he GOSPEL MAGAZTh'E.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON.A beloved friend was recalling what a deep appreciation she had,
even in her young days, when she was seeking the I,ord, for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which her dear father and mother took in. She told me
how eagerly she committed to memory a poem in one of the numbers
of the MAGAZINE, entitled, "My Heavenly Father's Will," and what
a gracious impression it made upon her young heart. I have looked
it up, and find it was written by a correspondent and warm admirer
of the MAGAZINE, in June, 1865. The lines are so sweet that I have
copied them, thinking you might like to reproduce them for the
benefit of the present-day readers.
Then I would also refer to a very interesting extract I have made
from the volume of 1796, which you so kindly gave me and which
I very highly prize. It refers to Rev. W. Romaine's preaching at
St. Mary-le-port Church, Bristol. He was one of the many who have
"shunned not to declare the whole Gospel of God "-a finished salvation in a precious Christ-within its hallowed walls. That you, my
beloved Pastor, may long be spared to exalt the nallle of Jesus there,
as you have done in the past, is the earnest prayer of
Yours affectionately in Him,
RUTH COWELL.
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"MY HEAVENLY FATHER'S WILL."

" A CHILD of Jehovah, a subject of grace,
I'm of the seed royal-a dignified race;
An heir of salvation, redeemed with blood;
I'll own my relation--my Father is GOD.
" He loved me of old, and He loveth me still,
Before the creation, He gave us His will;
A portion worth more than the Indias in gold,
Which cannot be wasted, or mortgaged, or sold.
" He gave me a Surety, a Covenant Head,
To live in my room, and to die in my stead;
He gave me a righteousnes wholly Divine,
And received all the merits of Jesus as mine.
"He gave me a Teacher infallibly wise,
And treasures of grace to be sent in supplies ;
Yes, all I can ask for my Father hath given,
To bless me on earth and to crown me in heaven.
"He gave me a will to accept what He gave,
Though I was averse to His purpose to save;
He wrote in His will my repentance and faith,
And all my enjoyments for life and for death.
"My sorrows and trials, my conflicts and cares,
The spirit of prayer, and the answers to prayers;
The steps that I tread, and the station I fill,
My Father determined and wrote in His will.
"My cross and my crown are both will'd by my God,
He swore to His will, and 'twas sealed with blood;
'Tis proved by His Spirit, the Witness within,
Such is mine to inherit, and I glory therein."
Plymouth.
WILLIAM DWELLEY.
Extract jrcA the GOSPEL 11AGA7.1KE, 1796.
"In September, 1793, Mr. Romaine visited Bristol and preached
in St. Mary-le-Port Church. A Baptist minister who had heard him
with pleasure, met him that day in Cumberland Street, opposite the
house of the Rev. Mr. Tommas. He had never spoken to him in his
life before; but as soon as he addressed him, Mr. Romaine said, "Is
your name Tommas ~" "No," answered the other. "But Mr.
Tomlllil.s lives there, doesn't he ~" said Mr. Romaine. "Yes,"
answered the other. "Then," said Mr. R., "let us go over the way
and have some ta.lk." He went, and sat there an hour, conversing
in so sweet and spiritual a strain as to draw tears from the company,
and he parted with these words: "I have seen the time that I would
not have talked to such a. you; but the Lord has brought me down;
and I bless Him that I can now esteem the servants of My Master, be
they who they may."
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A QUERY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEl, MAGAZINE.
DEAR BROTHER,In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for this month there are two articles
which have a special interest for me. The first, relating how the
late Mr. G. D. Jones gave up his practice at the bar to engage in
Evangelistic work, and secondly, the sermon of the Rev. Chas. Rawlings,
preached in St. Stephen's (''hurch, Cornwall, 1852.
The point of interest in the first case is that the Rev. John Lugger,
Curate of Tickenham in the early thirties (I have the exact date,
but, being forbidden to go downstairs, cannot verify now), gave up
his practice at the bar and was ordained by Bishop Henry Philpotts,
of Exeter. He left Tickenham after a ministry of marvellous power,
to take the Vicarage of Tregoney, in Cornwall, where he died in 1853.
When I took up my residence as Vicar of Tickenham in June, 1859,
I had a week-day service in the parish Church as well as a cottage
lecture on the Batch, one of the three villages constituting the scattered
population of the parish. At my first week-day Church service the
widow of the late Rev. John LHgger, and her sister, also widow of the
late Admiral Thomas, of Devonport, were present, and I bitterly regret
I did not take adva.ntage of their visit to gather particulars of Mr.
Lugger. I have since collected mat-erial for a monograph of Mr.
Lugger's career, but wish for more. Seeing the sermon under date of
1852, it has struck me that possibly you may have in the GoSPEL
MAGAZINE of that date some reference to one "l\ho was called" The
Apostle of the West"; or that if you will kindly allow this letter
to appear, some of your readers or correspondents in the West Country
may be able to give some information of one who was greatly used
of God in his day and generation.
Thanking you by anticipation, and hoping you continue to gather
strength for the Lord's work,
I remain affectionately yours 1ll much bodily weakness,
17, Alex.andra Road,
J. N. WORSFOLD.
Worthing, Feb. 16th, 1911.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE Annual Sermon will this year be preached earlier than usual. The
Rev. J. W. Pratt, M.A., Vicar of St. Stephen, Coleman Street, near the
Bank of England, has kindly fixed Thursday, March 16th, at 7 o'clock,
for the service in 'his Church, and the Rev. D. Lindsay J ohnson, M.A.,
Rector of Peldon, Colchester, will occupy the pulpit. The attendance
of the Society's friends is cordially invited, and the Committee hope
to see the spacious building filled. It is their earnest desire to secure
more supporters for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, which for 104
years has been made such a blessing to the Lord's aged poor, and has
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been a centre to which many who love the Gospel in its purity and
power have felt a singular attraction.
" In the last days perilous times shall come "-grievous, or difficult
times-and surely we are in the midst of this period! Difficulties
increase in the pathway of the Christian or the Society abiding by
discriminating truth; but" the Lord liveth," and to Him the Committee
would continually look, with a fixed determination to carry on the
work of the Institution upon the same spiritual lines on which it has
proceeded from its beginning.
Through the kindness of the Rev. Arthur J. Day, RA., of the Circus
Church, Portsmouth, the Secretary was permitted to address his
AmlUal Meeting of helpers upon the work of the Society. We have
warm friends at the Circus Church, and through the interest of the
minister an Annual Collection is taken after a Sermon. We rejoice
that our friend Mr. Day so heartily and ably continues the support
which the late beloved Rev. J. C. Martin rendered for so many years.
The past month has been one of loss to the Society, many old and
valued subscribers having passed away. Fresh helpers are coming
forward, but many are unable to contribute upon the same scale as
those we have lost. Our two olaest subscribers commemorated their
birthdays in January-Mrs. Wadsworth attained to the age of 102,
and Mr. J. C. J6hnson to 100. Our youngest subscriber is a little girl
ten months old. Our oldest pensioner is 99, and lives in Sussex.
Personal contact-face to face, heart to heart, hand to hand-this
is the best way to do good and to get good. We are indebted to our
Father in heaven for the good that we enjoy; and as our goodness
reacheth not unto Him, He has bidden us care for His poor; and " he
that honoureth Him," " hath mercv " on them. An old and esteemed
friend well describes the spirituai qualification of those whom the
Society was formed to assist-" A true aged pilgrim is and 'must be a
New Creature in a New Creation. No pilgrimage to the heavenly
country unless a man is born again and taught of God."
The Scripture sanction for fixing sixty as the starting-point of old
age is to be found in the last chapter of Leviticus-the period at which
the brow of life's higher plateau is reached, and the gradual descent
begins; there or thereabouts we feel that mature age has taken us by the
hand to lead l'lS gently down the hill. No fewer than 1,642 pensioners,
from 60 years of age and onwards, are upon the books, appealing to us
by their poverty, by their sorrows, and, above all, by the grace bestowed
upon them; these are waiting for that blessed message: "Child,
your Father calls, come Home."
========
AN ugly object loses much of its deformity when we look often upon
it. Sin follows this general law, and is to be avoided altogether, even
in its contemplation, if we would be safe. A man should be thankful
in this world that he has eyelids; and as he can close his eyes, so he
should often do it. "Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity."

-Albert Barnes.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King opened the first Parliament elected in His Majesty's reign on
Monday, Feb. 6th. "The King made the new Declaration in the
presence of the assembled members of the Houses of Parliament. . . .
In clear and fervent tones His ~'[ajesty proclaimed himself a faithful
Protestant, and then set his signature to that contract with the nation
by virtue of which he occupies his exalted position." The King's Speech
indicated that the first place in the business of the new Parliament
.would be given to the Veto Bill, with a view to " settling the relations
between the two Houses of PlJ.rliament, with the object of securing the
more effective working of the Constitution." "Bills dealing with
o,ther measures of importance will be introduced and proceeded with
as time and opportunity allow." Much prayer should be offered by
our readers that the Lord may control and guide the affairs of the
nation at this critical time.
Writing in our contemporary, the El1g1i~h Churchman, in its issue of
Jan. 26th, the Rev. F. Courtenay Burrough, of Woolsery Vicarage,
·N. Devon, has the following valuable remarks on Public Worship:
" Though unable to be present at the Islington Clerical Meeting, I have
been reading 'with interest the published report. Whilst giving the
Rev. T. Brocas Waters full credit for an address that has much spiritual
thonght to commend it, I, for one, deeply regret his conclusions with
reference to what are InlOwn as musical services and to surpliced
choirs. I consider his reasoning utterly fallacious, and I regret that
the minds of so many of our younger Evangelical clergy should receive
so strong an impetus in the direction of resthetic services, coming, as
it appears to do, with the quasi-authority of a representative Evangelical gathering, with such hallowed associations. Mr. Waters'
words are true when he says that music takes' a place in the worship
of Evangelical churches which would have shocked our forefathers in
the past.' I venture to express a belief that if we are, as a Church,
blessed with an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and a consequent revival
of real spiritual religion, the old' shock' will return to the minds of our
Evangelical brethren, and the formalities of surpliced choirs and intoned
services will be swept away by common consent. I speak as a musical
man, to whom intoning would be no difficulty whatever, except for
the fact that I could not do violence to my spiritual instincts and sing
what is manifestly one's first instinct to read in a natural tone. It is
easy to assert that the excess of music in our Church services is rather
an outgrowth of the Education Code than of the Oxford Movement;
but it strangely and curiously synchronizes with the latter, and is
inextricably mixed up with it. No true education can possibly make
an unnatural thing 'natural.' God has given us three kinds of voices,
the reading, speaking, and singing voice-each should have its full
share of use in our services, and neither should so predominate as to
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unduly exclude the others. Hymns are specially composed to be
sung, therefore the natural voice in using them is the singing voice.
But prayers written in prose were manifestly made to be read, or spoken,
and therefore the reading or speaking voice is the ' natural' voice for
them. To intone these is surely to be unnatural, and this must be a
hindrance to spiritual worship. Whether in the House of Prayer, or in
more private prayer, there can be no essential difference. The whole
thing savours of formality, and would not be tolerated but for its
fashionableness. I claim that it is undevotionable and a positive
hindrance to true prayer. The more earnestly we address one another,
or God, the more our voices assume the natural tone, which alone, by
its inflection, can express the intense feeling of the soul. Can beauty
be claimed for the monotone ~ Certainly not from a musical point of
view. The very word' monotonous' speaks for itself. Our services,
a,s arranged in our Prayer-book, are beautifully balanced, and it is a
relief to turn from song to prayer in the natural voice, and vice versa.
To practically exclude the speaking voice, and to saturate our Liturgy
with music, is to destroy the right balance and to render the services
artificial and undevotional. When did the cassock and surplice for the
choir become the 'Church's livery' ~ Our Evangelical forefathers
knew of no such thing (except in cathedrals), and it is, I think, incontrovertible that we owe the present state of things entirely to the
Oxford Movement. Our Evangelical leaders wisely resisted it at the
first, but as one after another passed away, their less robust successors
temporized, with the result that a valuable line of demarcation between
the worldly ornateness and the spiritual has been nearly obliterated.
Can it be said that with the increase of ornateness there has been a
corresponding increase of true spiritual religion in our Church regarded
as a whole or in sections ~ I think the contrary is the truth. These
things may make for machine-like order and apparent reverence,. but I
believe they make the way easier for unsound doctrine, and render its
insinuation less perceptible. They also tend to the glorification of
the minister and the choir as they sweep into the church, the congregation standing, and showing to their fellow-beings a homage which
in the House of Prayer should be shown to God alone. I am increasingly
convinc.ed that our Evangelical clergy are starting off upon wrong
lines, and are unintentionally, but effectually, helping forward the
work of that section of the clergy who are Romanizing our Church.
I believe the path of safety lies in their retracing their steps and reverting to the simple and spiritual and natural form of worship, discarding
all that is artificial. They would refresh many weary souls who long
for more reality and simplicity in worship, and they would alienate no
really spiritual worshipper. The world smiles at the artificiality of
those who, while they preach saving truths, appear to make prayer
and worship a kind of drill which has to be performed. There is much
in Mr. Waters' paper that I should like to controvert, but I have already
trespassed too much on your space-the importance of the subject must
be .my 80le excuse."
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The following reference to t4e recent Islington Conference by the
writer of " Church Notes" in the Standard for January 30th is worthy
of special notice: "At the recent Islington Evangelical Conferenc"e
two conspicuously able papers were read-(l) on Biblical criticism,
and (2) on the proposal to provide a substitute for the question put by
the Bishop to every candidate for deacon's orders-' Do you unfeignedly
believe all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament ~ ,
the answer being 'I do believe them.' The views expressed by the
readers were in strict accordance with the Evangelical traditionthe tradition of Simeon and Wilberforce; of the Eiliotts, the Wilsons,
and the Garbetts; of McNeile and Stowell; of Cadman, and Hoare,
and the elder Ryle. Their well-known attitude towards Holy Scripture
is the special and distinguishing characteristic of the Evangelicals;
it is the fundamental basis of their whole position; apart from it they
have no existence. The discussion of these questions at the conference
has been followed by an illuminating eOlTespondence in the columns of
the Record, which tends to show that the movement somewhat vaguely
known as 'modernist' has affected the Evangelical clergy, as it has
those of other schools of thought. 'Modernism' has, in fact, brought
about a new and deeply-cut line of cleavage among ChurcLmen."
In view of modern developments in Bible lands the following cutting
from the Standard of January 31st la t will be read with interest:
"Sir John Jackson, i'lI.P., the well-known contractor. ha signed a
contract for the construction of a great dam at the Hindie secti.on of
the Euphrates, in connection with the Mesopotamia irrigation work,
with the Gm-ernor-General of Baghdad, on behalf of t.he Turkish
Government. The dam will be the most important work carried out
in Mesopotamia in modern times, and will be of benefit to an enormous
area of country. Sir John JacksOll is at present in Mesopotamia in
connection with this great enterprise. According to the report of
Sir William Willcocks, the proposed works include a new barrage built
at Hindie across a diversion of the river Euphrates, with 36 sluice
gates and a lock for navigation; an addition to the existing barrage
at Hindie across a diversion of the already existing branch of the river,
comprising seven sluice gates and a lock for navigation; a barrage
across a diversion of the Hille branch, containing ten sluice gates;
excavation of these diversions of the Euphrates and other branches at
Hindie and Hille; and a diversion of the water of the Euphrates and
the closing of the actual bed of the Euphrates by a dyke. The contract
is believed to cover, in addition, a reservoir at Habbania. Discussing
his plans for the irrigation of the country some time ago, Sir William
WiIlcocks declared: 'My hopes, my ambitions, my work are bound up
with the re-creation of Chaldea.' For years he has been perfecting the
great scheme for restoring the ancient Chaldean irrigation works on the
Euphrates and Tigris, the traditional site of the Garden of Eden.
When the ancient system of irrigation is restored, it is estimated that
it will be possible to grow grain in the valley of the Euphrates alone to
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alter the conditions of the wheat supply of the world. Excavations
made at various places show that the ancient system of canals existed
as long ago as 4000 B.C. It passed from the Persians to the Arabs,
who long maintained it in working order. Many ancient writers
mention the wonderfnl fertility of the country watered by the Euphrates
and its canals. Its decline began with the invasion by Turkish nomads
in the eleventh century."
In days when the critics are throwing doubts on the accuracy of the
Old Testa.ment narratives, it is remarkable how God is confirming the
faith of His people by discoveries attesting their truth. "Records of
King Allab," "The 8amaria DiscO\-eries," are the headings of the
following paragraph in the Standard of Feb. :3rd last: "Dr. A. S
Yahuda, of Berlin, "hose letter on the records of King Ahab appeared
in the Standa.rd of J annary 25th, calls attention to an article in the
Leipziger Neuesten Na.chrichten, by Professor Kittel, concerning the
discoveries. The effect of Professor Kittel's statement is, that about
seventy-five potsherds, with Hebrew writing, have been found in the
ruins of a big building which is supposed to have been a palace. The
potsherds show the same old Hebrew writing in which the Moabite
Stone of King Mesha (ninth century B.C.) and the Siloam inscription
were "ritten, only the letters are more cursive and are not cut into
the clay, but written with pen and ink A closer examination resulted
in the discovery of several names of contemporaries of Ahab, King of
Israel. The potsherds are probably pieces of oil and wine jars of the
royal palace, or of those belonging to the nobles of Samaria. The
former supposition is rendered probable by the whole character of the
building and by the fact that the potsherds bear the date of the harvest
year reckoned according to the King's reign. In regard to determining
the date and the name of the king referred to, it is important t·o note
that a very fine alabaster vase was found quite close to the potsherds,
which bears the name of Pharaoh Asorkon n. This king reigned from
874 to 853 B.C., and was, therefore, contemporary of Ahab, King of
Israel (about 880-854 B.C.). There are some names which agree with
those mentioned in the Bible, while other Ilew ones give us a deep
insight into the religious conditions under the first kings of Israel, and
testify to the accuracy of our present knowledge of the religious ideas
of that time taught to us by the Holy Scriptures. As to the importance
of the "hole find, especially of the light thrown on developments of
religion and culture in the Holy Land, Professor Kittel will make a
further report in a scientific journal in the course of tIllS week. Professor
Kittel considers that the find in Sama.ria is one of the most valuable
discoveries in the Holy Land, and that it opens before us a fine per.spective for the futur
The fact that use ,,-a;~ made so long ago as
the ninth century B. of pen and ink for writing in the Hebrew
language and characters on potsherds places it beyond doubt that
even at this early time the art of Hebrew writing was very highly
developed.' ,
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" THEOPNEUSTIA ": THE PLENARY INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY
SCRIPTURES. By L. GAUSSEN, D.D. Formerly Professor of
Systematic Theology, Oratoire, Geneva. Pp. 367. Is. 6d.
(postage 4d.). (London: Farncombe & Son, 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus.)
The third edition of this popular treatise on the Plenary Inspiration
of the Holy Scriptures has just been issued by Messrs. Farncombe &
Son. We rejoice at this, apd heartily wish the noble work a large
circulation, for its merits are beyond any recommendation we can
affect to accord it. Never were the learned and sound pages on the
fully inspired text of God's most sur-e Word so needed as they are
in our own critical day. We sincerely promise the devout reader of
Gaussen's treatise a rich spiritual treat. The devout erudition and
ripe scholarship which it uniformly exhibits, combined with a fervid
desire to spiritually edify the Christian seeker after the truth, are
everywhere traceable. The Church of God has been placed under
deep responsibility by the enterprise of the publishers, who offer the
treatise at a price lower than hItherto.
SERMONS. By WALTER BROOKE, Pastor of Providence Chapel, West
Street, Croydon. VOLUME H. Cloth, 2s. 6d.; leather back,
gilt top, 3s. 6d. net. Pp. 292. (London: Farncombe & Son,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.) 1910.
We hail with pleasure a second volume of Sermons, preached at Croydon
by Mr. Brooke, during the year, and wish for them a cordial reception
among those who value the pure truth of God, and a clear, methodical,
and sympathetic enunciation of it. The preacher treats his selected
subjects with discrimination and feeling, and sweetly attracts his
hearers into green pastures where their souls may feed with satisfaction and delight. This method of preaching the whole counsel of
God in due proportion of its parts is apostolic, and makes, as the
Scripture exhorts, that the workman needs not to be ashamed. The
discourses are printed in excellent type-no small recommendation.
for elderly readers-on good paper, and, withal, are well bound and
lettered in- gilt.
THE JOINER'S HARP: OR, A LITTLE CHEER FOR THE MOURNERS IN
ZION. By ALFRED DYE, Minister of God's Word, Rowley Regis.
Pp. 186. Price, 2s. (I.Jondon: Farncombe & Son, 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.)
The honest attempt of a humble singer in Israel to exalt the praises
of his Lord. We forbear from literary criticism. The praises of the
little ones when the Lord Jesus rode in triumph into Jerusalem are
recorded in the Holy Word by the Spirit of Truth, and the Church of
God has found edification for ages from their devout perusal.

