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COMFORT.

Who comforl.eth us in &11 our tribull1tion, tlilat we may be able to comfort them which lore in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. t •.

THE LOOKS OF THE LORD JESUS.
"Behold, thou art lair, my love,- behold, thou art lair, thou hast
doves' eyes."-SONG of SOLOMON i. 14.

THIS passage is commonly taken to be the Bride's eulogy of her
adorable LORD. In her estimation, His eyes are inexpressibly
soft and beautiful. Those matchless eyes were, in the vision of
Daniel, seen to be as lamps "of fire." They were also beheld in
the book of Revelation "as a flame of fire "-piercing and penetrating. To Him, the light and the darkness are both alike, and
no creature, or its doings, can be hidden from His omniscience.
" All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom
we have to do " (Heb. iv. 13). The smallest and most insignificant
of His creatures demand and receive His intimate knowledge and
providential care. The wild bird-the mere sparrow-eannot fall
to the ground without His tender concern! " Not one of them is
forgotten before GOD" (Luke xii. 6). And with the same allseeing eye He keeps providential watch over the children of men,
but chiefly-spiritually---{)ver. the redeemed ones of His infinite
love and sovereign grace! The ever vigilant, unwearied, allbountiful providence of the LORD follows and goes before the persons
of His beloved saints. He pledges Himself by His own holy Name
that He will never leave nor forsake one of His eternally elected,
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redeemed, and grace-called people. Lest any dare to hurt the least
of these His beloved brethren, He will require it rigorously at their
hand.
'.
It has been observed by a devout student of the written Word how
instructive it is to trace in it the record of "the eyes and looks
of the LORD JESUS," with their several Divine teachings. We
well know that nothing penned by infallible inspiration is unprofitable, superfluous, or unedifying. "All scripture is given by
inspiration of GOD." The smaller words often contain springs of
truth which invite close, prayerful, and deep spiritual reflection
and holy meditation from prepared minds. The diligent student
of GOD'S thoughts finds them very deep and precious, and truly
past finding out. His heart appeals to Him who seeth in secret,
and discerneth accurately things that man knoweth not, and He
grants him a light infinitely above nature and reason, and all is
simple, spiritual, and clear. As said the inspired ApOSTLE-" For
God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of GOD in the face of JESUS CHRIST" (2 Cor. iv. 6). The same
servant of CHRIST testifies that the saints all, with .open face
beholding as in a Iuirror the glory of the LORD, are changed into
the same image by the HOLY SPIRIT, "from glory to glory," or,
as the PSALMIST describes, "They go from strength to strength"
(Ps. !xxxiv. 7). Their glory and the strength which comes from
above are one and the same experimental blessing. In the sight
of true believers, CHRIST is " altogether lovely "-nothing of defect
in Him is possible, any. imperfection is absolutely and eternally
impossible! In this blessed truth the people of GOD find their
sure refuge. Their cleansing from all sin through the blood of
the LAMB, their JUSTIFIER, their SUBSTITUTE, is found here. Their
salvation, for time and for eternity, is identical with this unalterable verity of JEHOVAH'S counsel. The Scripture cannot be broken.
The BRIDEGROOM and the Bride are spiritually one. "This is a
great niystery," declared the inspired APOSTLE, "but I speak
concerning CHRIST and the Church" (Ephes. v. 32).. This holy
mystery is beyond the powers of angels to know, for indeed it
" passeth knowledge." The redeemed know it but" in part," but
will nevertheless excel in this knowledge throughout the endless
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ages of eternity, for it is their special honour and privilege to
apprehend and to increase in it! One of our godly writers has
made the following remark upon this superior love of the saints.
"CHRIST," he observes, " loved the holy angels, but not as He loved
the Church. CHRIST loved the young man, but not so as He loved
each member of His Church. CHRIST loved Jerusalem, pitied her,
wept over her, but not so as He did His Church. His weeping
love over Jerusalem was called forth just by those things in Jerusalem which showed she was not the Church. Yet whatever love
there may be in CHRIST to others, it is not the same in kind or in
efficacy, as towards His Church. He loved her in a special way.
'For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and cleave
to his wife.' There is a friend's love, a. brother's love, a father's
love, a husband's love. CHRIST'S love comprises all these, but
is specially the last." That last·named love-a husband's loveis the most peculiar of all. It is absolutely free in its cause. It
came forth from the FATHER'S heart distinctly irrespective of love
or of anything in us. The love GOD entertains towards His Church
is not attracted by any righteousness or lovableness in His people,
or repelled by their unrighteousness. In measure, its breadth and
length, its depth and height, cannot be estimated. In extent and
duration it is boundless, for it is from eternity to eternity. It
passeth knowledge, and is unchangeable. Whom He loved once
He loves for ever. And it is efficacious, it accomplishes its own
sovereign, beneficent, purposes. As one who thought much of
this unfathomable subject, has said: "It is not in vain. It
accomplishes that it is set upon. It is omnipotent love; love
between which and its object nothing can intervene; between
which and its large desires nothing of righteousness or sovereignty
can interpose. It is absolutely and unconditionally efficacious. It
rests not till it has glorified its object." Oh, what a Gift must He
be, then, Whose love of His unattractive Bride is absolutely free
of all personal and meritorious considerations! HIMSELF has He
given, nothing less, and He, the" All in all," could not give more!
Well may the HOLY GHOST designate this priceless bestowment
as unutterable-" Thanks be unto GOD for His UNSPEAKABLE
GIFT !" He Who died for our Bins, and rose again for our justifica.
tion-verily gave for us His all-HIMsELF! Oh, brethren beloved,
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think of that, think adoringly, think gratefully, think to tears,
think praisefully evermore! Let us rest on Him, in Him, the
FATHER'S eternal SON! His atoning blood, His perfect substitutionary obedience, the merit of which is unto all, and upon all
them that believe now and eternally is our one and all-sufficient
plea-and it is enough! Sweet, most sweet, and also true are the
words of the hymn-" The Heart of Jesus the Sinner's Rest " " He is gone up to His glory,
Son of the Father'" love;
Adored by holy angels
And blessed saints above;
But He still is meek and lowly,
We may lean upon His breast;
Oh, the gentle heart of Jesus
Is the weary sinner's rest!
" He is dreadful in His temple,
Enthroned in awful light;
And the proud and unrepenting
Shall perish at His sight;
But with His blood He cleanses
From the sin through Him confessed,
Oh, the pierced heart of Jesus
Is the pardoned sinner's rest!
" He is crowned with joy for ever,
The gladdest heart in heaven;
A joy above His fellows
To the Christ of God is given.
But He beareth still the nail-prints,
And He feels with souls oppressed.
Ob, the tender heart of Jesus
Is the troubled sinner's rest!
" He is God for ever blessed,
Jehovah's Holy One,
The Only-the BelovedThe Everlasting Son_
But He calls us all His brethren,
And He loves the lowliest best.
Oh, the human heart of Jesus
Is the yearning spirit's rest!
" He appears in God's own presence
In His glorious robes arrayed,
Beside the golden altar,
Where His people's prayers are laid.
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And there He waves the censer
To perfume our poor request.
Oh, the pleading heart of Jesus
Is His praying people's rest!
" He is rich with God's own fullness,
But His fullness all is free;
He earned it hy His emptyingBy His death upon the tree.
For our sake He once was poorer
Than the hirds that have their nest.
Oh, the loving heart of Jesus
Is the longing sinner's rest!
" He is in the Father's bosom,
But His heart is with His own;
And He lives to pour His Spirit
On each poor and needy one,Lives to make them pure and purer,
Till they shine among the blest.
Oh, the faithful heart of Jesus
Is the trusting sinner's rest!
"He is ruling, He is reigning,
In the many-mansioned home;
But He waits the glad in-gatheriug,
When His kindred all shall come.
There our place He is preparing,
He will meet each welcome guest,
And still the heart of Jesus
Be· the ransomed spirit's rest."
Standing by faith upon His finished work alone, let us, then,
patiently await the sound of the trump which will shortly herald
His coming and His glorious kingdom. "Until the day break,
and the shadows flee aw:ay, turn my BELOVED: and be Thou like
a roe, or a young hart, upon the mountains of Bether" (or, separation) (Song ii. 17).

Oli!ton.

THE EDITOR.

CHRIST is all-sufficient for every threatening peril, and for every
real trial. Of Him, David could say to every believer: "Because
thou hast made the Lord, which is my Refuge, even the most High, thy
Habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling" (Ps. xci. 9, 10). I know these words apply to
Christ. But as the Head of His mystic body, all His members share
in the fullness of the blessings that are His.-A. J. Baxter.
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HOLY, REDEEMED, SOUGHT OUT, NOT FORSAKEN.
" And they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord:
and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken."ISAIAH Ixii. 12.

THE learned Dr. Gill, at whose feet Toplady frequently sat, says
of this passage, " Here is a cluster of glorious doctrines, in their order
and connection one with another: Election in the first character;
Redemption in the second; Effectual vocation in the third; and
Final perseverance in the last." This cluster of precious truths
sets forth four characteristics of the spiritual Israel, the Church
of the living God. God's people may be truly called, A holy people,
a redeemed people, a sought out people, a people not forsaken.
In the first place, they are a holy people.
They are a people sanctified, holy, set apart, in the Divine
purpose, from all eternity. They were chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world, that they should be holy and without
blame. As the outcome of this Divine and gracious purpose, they
are in the fullness of God's time set apart or sanctified by the
regenerating power of God the Holy Ghost, Who thus calls them out
of darkness into His marvellous light. Being quickened and taught
by the Spirit, they flee for pardon and justification to Christ, with
the result that they are described as "washed," "sanctified,"
and "justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God " (1 Cor. vi. 11). Thus all believers are, in this primary
meaning of the word, equally" sanctified" or set apart, as they
are equally" washed" and equally" justified." "Ye are washed,"
" ye are sanctified," "ye are- justified," are the words of the Holy
Ghost in reference to all the people of God. Hence the term
"saints" or holy ones is applied in the New Testament to all believers
without exception (1 Cor. i. 2). As Jerusalem is called" the holy
city" (Isa. lii. 1), because it was set apart from all other cities;
as the temple is called a "holy and beautiful house" (Isa. lxiv. 11),
because it was set apart from all other buildings; and as theSabbath
is called God's" holy day" (Isa. lviii. 13), because it was set apart
from all other days,-so the Lord's people are called "the holy
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people," because they have been set apart in the Divine purpose and
by the sanctifying operations of the Spirit to be the Lord's peculiar
people. " Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of
Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light" (1 Pet. ii. 9).
Now, because God's people are thus a holy people, they are to
seek by the power of the indwelling Spirit to walk "holily and
justly and unblameably." Wherefore the Apostle says: "As He
Which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation" (1 Pet. i. 15). No child of God must be indifferent in
regard to his outward walk and conversation. In the notes of
one of the unpublished sermons preached by Toplady at Broad
Hembury, he mentions Antilllmianism as one of the things" that
are contrary to sound doctrine." His note is, " Antinomianism ;
or denying the necessity of personal holiness and obedience. If
charged with Antinomianism, be revenged by shining" (Lite at
Toplady, p. 173, by Thomas Wright).
The Seventeenth Article has a beautiful passage bearing on this
subject. It is as follows: "Wherefore, they which be endued
with so excellent a benefit of God be called according to God's
purpose by His Spirit working in due season: they through grace
obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of
God by adoption: they be made like the image of His onlybegotten Son Jesus Christ, they walk religiously in good works,
and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity."
Be it ours, dear fellow-believers, to " walk religiously-in good works"
day by day, that so we may manifest that we are the subjects of
the sanctifying operations of " the Spirit of holiness."
Secondly, observe that the Lord's people are a redeemed people.
Here is another precious and glorious fact of which the believer
needs to be fully assured, and in which he should ever rejoice.
God's people are redeemed from the penalty at the law.
They are chosen in Christ in God's eternal purpose unto salvation,
but to this end they must be redeemed from the penal consequences
of their sins. "Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them." But,
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
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cUISe for us." Thus" there is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus." Our Divine Surety has exhausted
to the full the penalty which was our righteous due, and we, His
people, whom He represented, are delivered from the wrath to come.
Hence, as John Kent says,
" In thy Surety thou art free,
His dear hands were pierced for thee;
With His spotless vesture on,
Holy as the Holy One.
" Oh! the heights, the depths of grace,
Shining with meridian blaze;
Here the sacred records show,
Sinners black, but comely too."
Assured of this great truth, Toplady wrote in the year of his
home-call, "My mind is quite at rest. All my affairs respecting
both this world and a better are completely settled. My salvation
was provided for, in the Covenant of grace, from all eternity, and
sealed by the finished redemption of my adorable Saviour." "I
trust that whene'er the angel of death knocks at my door, I shall
have no more to do than to sing my Nunc Dimittis, step into the
chariot, and make directly for the kingdom of God " (Life, p. 211).
Let the Lord's people rejoice in this grand, glorious and peacegiving truth, that they are indeed completely and eternally delivered
from all the penalty of their sins.
Moreover, they are redeemed from the power of sin.
This is another of the great ends of the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus. The redemption which the Lord Jesus wrought out
for His people carries with it the bestowal of " a new heart," and
"a new spirit" and Divine enabling power by which they walk
in God's statutes. "I will put My Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in My statutes." Thus they are" redeemed from their
vain conversation received by tradition from their fathers." They
become a people" zealous of good works," being redeemed unto
God-unto the service of Him Who hath " visited and redeemed His
people," and ultimately they will be presented faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy. The price of their redemption is "the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot." They are a redeemed people because
He, their Head, Surety,. and Substitute, purchased them with His
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own precious blood. What need there is that " we should alway
remember the exceeding great love of our Master and only Saviour
Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, and the innumerable benefits
which by His precious blood·shedding He hath obtained to us.."
" Oh, for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
(Watts.)

Thirdly, the Lord's people are a sought-out people.
" Thou shalt be called, Sought out." How true this is of all
the redeemed who have been brought into the fold! Like sheep
they have all gone astray. They have wandered far from God,
but He Who redeemed them, also made Himself responsible to
seek and to save them. Having saved Zacchreus, He said, "The
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." He
sought for Philip. Hence, we read, "Jesus . . . findeth Philip,
and saith unto him, Follow Me." He sought for the man who
was born blind. Hence we read, "When He had found him, He
said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" (John i. 43 ;
ix. 35). It was because He was seeking the Ethiopian eunuch
that" the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this
chariot." It was because He was seeking Saul the persecutor that
He appeared unto him in the way, and made him. a minister of
the Gospel, and a preacher of the faith which once he destroyed.
It was because He sought" a certain woman named Lydia" that
He "opened" her heart "that she attended unto the things
which were spoken of Paul."
" Jesus my Shepherd is,
'Twas He that loved my soul,
'Twas He that washed me in His blood,
'Twas He that made me whole.
'Twas He that sought the lost,
That found the wandering sheep,
'Twas He that brought me to the fold,
'Tis He that still doth keep."
(H. Bonar.)

Yes, the Lord Jesus Himself seeks and saves His people. "Other
sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them also I must bring,
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and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
Shepherd." Of the sheep in their natural state it is written,
" There is none that seeketh after God," but He goes after" that
which is lost, until He finds it." How blessed to know that He
will not be content until He has gathered into the fold all the sheep
which the Father lath given Him! And how full of gratitude we
should be to Him, if, in His mercy and His grace, He has numbered
us amongst His flock! How ready we should be to listen to His
voice and to follow His steps!
Finally, the Lord's people are a people" not forsaken."
He Who chose, sanctified, redeemed and sought them hath said,
"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
Sometimes it-may seem as if He does forsake. So Gideon thought
(Judges vi. 13). So Zion said when she uttered the words, "The
Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." But
what is the Lord's answer to such a suggestion ~ " Can a woman
forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on
the son of her womb ~ Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget
thee." Hear the testimony of the Levites in Nehemiah's days:
" Thou in Thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness" (Neh. ix. 17). Hear David's testimony: "I have been
young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his seed begging their bread" (Ps. xxxvii. 25). Be sure of
this, then, that" The Lord will not cast off His people, neither will
He forsake His inheritance." "He will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee."
Truly, then, the people of the Lord are and shall be rightly
described as a holy people, a people redeemed of the Lord, a people
sought out, and a people not forsaken.
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

ALL God's lovingkindness to His people is centred in Christ. Does
God love you 1 It is because He loves Christ; you are one with
Christ. Your transgressions are your own; they are separate from
Christ; but God's love is not your own; it is Christ's; you receive it
because you are one with Him. How beautifully this is distinguished
in the verse: "If they transgress, I will punish them; but My lovingkindness will I not take from Him "-in Whom alone they find it,
and in union with Whom alone they enjoy it.-Oapel Molyneux.
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1j)ilgrim 1lJllJlttf•.
WELLSPRINGS.
"Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that
have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness
0/ God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord."2 PETER i. 1, 2.
WHEN Andrew had found his hrother Peter and brought him to Jesus,
and Peter for the first time saw the Lamb of God looking upon him, he
heard His words declaring, " Thou art Simon the son of J ona: thou
shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone." What
was the depth of meaning in these words 1 Why should Jesus, in
His first utterance to this disciple, tell him his name and give him
another name 1 Was He, in His tender compassion, consideration,
and foreknowledge reminding him of what he was-poor, impetuous,
warm-hearted, hut failing; and what he would-though a disciple
and follower of the Lamb of God, always ready to speak, and ofttimes
rashly-presently do, even deny his Lord and Master 1 He was
Simon! That was his earthly name, and as such he would falter and
fall. So the Lord gives him another name. He calls him " Cephas,
which is by interpretation, A stone."
Again, in Matt. xvi. 16, 17, when Jesus was inquiring of His disciples
who men said that He, the Son of Man, was, and Simon Peter was the
first to reply to the question, "But whom say ye that I am 1 "
with, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," "Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which
is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it." Jesus here again reminds His servant how the natural
man in him could" not receive the things of the Spirit of God," and
that "thou art Peter "-the new man who has made this gracious
declaration of his faith in the living Christ.
Now, these are helpful thoughts to the Lord's dear people. They
are apt, and very justly so, to be much cast down in their own
eyes. In themselves, as was Simon, they are full of failure, sin,
and shortcomings, and this they daily and hourly prove to their
sorrow and shame. It was so with Simon Peter. It was he
who in his own strength promised great things and failed! It was
he who said, "If all men deny Thee, yet will not I," and who so
soon after, alas! was seen following Jesus, his Lord and Master,
to the judgment-hall" afar off." Then" he stood at the door
without"; presently he "stood with the servants" of the highpriest, away from his Master-felt the need twice of warming himself.
So cold was poor Peter's heart that he sought vainly to warm
the outer man! And soon, alas! it was the same disciple who basely

140

The Gospel Magazine

denied that he had anything to do with, or any knowledge of, "this
Man "-gathering strength in his denials, even to oaths and curses!
All this was foreknown by the Lamb of God, when He met this disciple
for the first time in the flesh, and said, "Thou art Simon." That
is thine eartWy name-it signifies one that hears and obeys, and such
through My grace working in thee shall it be with thee; but as Simon
thou wilt presently prove how ready to slip thy feet are, how treacherous
thine heart is, and how weak in thyself thou art. Thus it was that
this dear disciple when he was "converted," i.e., restored, and had
obeyed the Divine command to strengthen his brethren, opened his
epistle with the words of our text, " Simon Peter." It was as though
he would ever keep in mind what he was-a poor, weak, sinful man.
Re gives himself the name just as Jesus had given it him, and he would
remember whence he Clime, and what he was in and of himself; "A
sinful man, 0 Lord "-the man sinner-as he declared on another
occasion. And by grace he would also remember and joy in his
Christ-given name, "Thou art Peter." He was a stone built upon
the one Foundation, even upon the Rock of Ages; built into that
spiritual temple of which Christ was the chief corner-stone. His was
a name written in heaven, a name in the Book of Life, a name
in the Great Shepherd's flock book. And when the sheep pass again
under the rod of Him that telleth them, Peter will have his new name
bestowed; " A name better than of sons and of daughters," a name
which is graven on the white stone of acceptance in I=anuel's land.
Oh! the riches of grace! and the tender mercy which would not let
him go! "He went out and wept bitterly"; bitterly and copiously
the three dark days following, when men had crucified the Lord of
life and glory, and laid Him in the tomb. It was godly sorrow, true
contrition of heart, and it was this mercy, which being Divine is
unchangeable, that kept Peter all the rest of his eartWy career low
in his own estimation, humbled at the foot of the cross, and very
dependent upon the power of his God. He is content to take the
lowest place in the household of faith now. He claims to be ouly
" Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ." He has been
brought down to the child-like spirit, " unto obedience." He has come
to that through the " sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." How
precious the blood has become to this dear servant of his Lord now!
It has been slow learning-deeps have had to be waded through;
there have been much godly sorrow for sin, great contrition of heart,
and little by little self renouncing, will surrendering, coming down
into the depths of the valley of humiliation-to know himself the
sinner, and Jesus as his. great Saviour! " I have prayed for thee,"
said his Divine Lord and Master, and oh! how Divinely and abundantly
was that prayer answered. I have sometimes thought with what
profound gratitude that poor dear man must have treasured those
words in his heart when "he went out and wept bitterly" after his
base denial of his Lord, and during the days of crucifixion, death, and
burial that followed, when he had nothing so to speak to live upon but
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his Lord's prayer for him," I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail
not." And the same Lord and Saviour has prayed for you and for me.
He Who knew" none can keep alive his own soul" prayed for each
whom the Father had given Him, " and was heard." His prayers
never miscarry. They speak in heaven-they are accepted hy the
Father for His righteousness' sake, and consequently of those subjects
of His prayers He could say, " and none of them is lost."
" Them that have obtained like precious faith with us." Precious
is one of the Apostle Peter's words. He must needs dwell upon it. He
knew to great depths the intrinsic value of "the precious blood of
Christ." Who more than Peter could say, "That the trial of your
faith, being much more preciCfUs than of gold that perisheth, though it
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Christ" 1 He it was, too, who could write
so sublimely of his Christ as " a living stone, disallowed indeed of men,
but chosen of God, and preciCfUs," and" Unto you which believe He is
precious," and, through Him are given to His saints "exceeding
great and precious promises." All, all as this dear Apostle so tenderly
proved and so lovingly enforced, comes through the precious blood
and" through the righteousness of God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
Oh, brethren! is not this something worth desiring 1 Let our souls
give Him no rest until we know Him as the Lord our righteousness,
and have in rich, abundant, and enduring heritage obtained "like
precious faith" with the saints of God. This Divinely imparted
knowledge will serve to keep us very humble. His children have
nothing that they did not first receive; and as all comes from Him,
so all returns to Him. Every desire of faith, every spark of Divine
life must be from above. It is Divinely kindled, Divinely sustained,
and returns to its Divine Author. It can only live and thrive in its
own heavenly atmosphere. May you and I "covet earnestly" this
best gift, and grace the faith wherein we stand! Then with the
Apostle our hearts will go out to those who with us " have obtained
like precious faith." The Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Romans
(i. 12), calls it " mutual faith"; and to the Corinthian brethren he
writes of those who possess "the same spirit of faith." All in the
one Body own" one faith," " the common faith," which is that precious
gift in the hearts of one and all of God's living family. How these
dear servants of God loved their brethren and rejoiced together with
them. "And not to me only," wrote the beloved Apostle to the
Gentiles, " but to all those who love His appearing," is the promised
"crown of righteousness" to be given. And Peter [here rejoices
in sending out his letter to " those who have obtained like precious
faith with us."
They have obtained it by God's free and sovereign gift. It is not
merited, not earned, not deserved! Far from it. "He loved me not for my desert,
. I merited His hate,"
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wrote the i=ortal Toplady. It is "through the righteousness of
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." Wrote the saintly and gifted
Ambrose Serle in his choice work On the Names and Titles of Jesus
Christ: "It is no wonder, then, upon the ground of His essential
Dimity, that Christ should be 'the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone that believeth,' since all righteousness is inherent in Him
and since He possesses ' all power in heaven and in earth.' If it be
inquired then, How the righteousness of Christ becomes the righteousness
of His people, we may answer with the Apostle, That it is imputed.
The righteousness by which they merit heaven (for heaven is not obtained without merit) is the righteousness of their Lord reckoned to
them as their own. They receive it by faith into their consciences
in bar of condemnation from the broken law; and they trust in it
before God, on the whole ground of their acceptance with Him. The
righteousness, likewise, which is imparted to their souls, and by which
they live and act as Christians, is Christ's righteousness imparted.
In both respects their beauty (in the language of the prophet) is
perfect through the comeliness which their Adonai J ehovah hath put
upon them. He is their Head of influence; and whatever of goodness
they possess, they derive entirely from Him. He is the Vine which supplies and supports them as the branches; and they, as the branches, can
have no existence and can yield no fruit, but by Him their Vine. They
have no stock of their own, but, living upon Him from moment to
moment, they receive from Him grace upon grace. In this view,
therefore, we may perceive how justly Jehovah, in our nature is
J ehovah our righteousness. Hence also it is that we find the Apostle
Paul so frequently styling our justifying righteousness' the righteousness of God.' For the merit of Christ was not the merit of a creature,
or His merit as mere man, but the merit of God Himself. So the
Apostle Peter describes the faith of God's people as ' precious faith
through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.' It
is the righteousness of God, because God alone can have righteousness
to impute; and it is the righteousness of a Saviour, because salvation
flows through the imputation of it. By His obedience we are 'made
righteous,' because it was the obedience of God in our nature. Take
away the idea of His Divinity, and there cannot possibly remain the
shadow of an obedience which can make us righteous in any sense
whatever; and much less such an obedience as by it we might be made
, the righteousness of God in Him.' The doctrines of Christ's merit
and of Christ's Divinity are so inseparable, that if the one be removed,
the other must fall, and with them the whole 'fabric of revelation
and redemption.' "
Oh! how blessedly these truths come home by the power of the
Holy Spirit unto the hearts of those who know, and mourn, and daily
prove that not ouly have they no righteousness of their own except
that which is accounted as " filthy rags," but they have a daily increas-'
ing load of sin and an evil heart of unbelief to confess. They daily
learn more and more of the plague of their own heart, of the exceed-
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ing sinfulness of sin within, the increasing need of the blood of
sprinkling, and that there is in Christ Jesus that which meets all and
every necessity; that He has provided Himself the Lamb, and
that all fullness resides in Him. Thus it is His children are kept
in a lowly walk and a humble dependence upon Him for everything,
and are taught by very real experience that" without Me ye can do
nothing." And the warning note of Scripture is graciously set as a
beacon for Zion's travellers, "Be not highminded, but fear." Do
not desire to be lifted up too much when you are walking in the sunshine and favour of His presence. Grace even can be made a snare,
and testimony to the saints has often to be proved very deeply in one's
own soul ere many hours have passed since it was given. Oh! let
us take heed, lest while we stand there is a fall not very far off; and
let us, as we approach the mercy-seat to unbosom our wants and desires,
lie very humbly, and if needs be silently, at His feet, rememhering
that our God is in heaven and we upon earth, and therefore should our
words he few. For in the exercise of prayer, yes, even whilst we
kneel at the throne of grace, it is, alas! to find, as " when the sons of
God came to present themselves before the Lord," that " Satan came
also among ,them," or as the Hebrew gives it, "was in the midst of
them." Oh! how we have to mourn a wandering heart, guilty departures,. and coldness of love as we would pour out our hearts to Him.
Then in the sanctuary-ah! "keep thy foot when thou goest to the
house of God," is the sacred admonition, during the worship of God
and the preaching of the Word. Remember the fowls of the air and
their readiness to catch away the good seed sown, and how "the
devil taketh away the word out of their hearts." In a season of sweet
application, when the word has found a lodging-place in a soft heart
by the bedewing of the Holy Spirit, oh! child of God, seek more
humility and walk delicately, softly! Satan is not very far off, you
may be sure, and very grievous may be the consequences to an unwary
soul who neglects to observe" his devices." May we pray more for
sanctified memories, and learn by our falls in the past to be more
humble in our walk, and more and more dependent upon Him for our
all. Our failures and falls are made to subserve " the end of the Lord."
That is our mercy! He would have us more watchful, more prayerful,
less self-confident. When the Lord's dear servant warmly said,
"Though all deny Thee, yet will not I:' he little thought so great a
fall, so hase a denial, would soon overtake him! But these things
bring us down, down to a right estimate of ourselves, that in and of
ourselves we can do nothing but sin; and to find our increasing confidence and hope and trust in the alone power of " Him Who is able to
keep us from falling," and Who is "all our salvation and all our
eternal blessedness."
Thus His pilgrims journey on-" Here a little and there a little:'
He imparts His Divine knowledge as they are able to bear it. He
br~gs them down in loving subjection, in humbleness of heart, to
reslgn-
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"Henceforth all my will to Thine;
I consent that Thou depart,
Though Thine absence break my heart,
Go then, and for ever, too,
All is right that Thou wilt do.
This was just what love intended,
He was now no more offended;
Soon as I became a child,
Love returned to me and smiled,
Never strife shall more betide
'Twixt the. Bridegroom and the Bride."

This is the broken heart and contrite spirit which are not despised
by Him Who trusts the breaking and bruising to none but Himself.
Love will perfect that which love begins. It is such love that breaks
the heart, and wins, and binds. These are the cords of everlasting
Jove which draw our wayward souls to Himself. And having drawn
us, forgiven us, and covered our sins, He, sees that the prayer of His
Apostle Peter is realized abundautly to all the saints that are in Christ
Jesus-" Grace and peace be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of God and Jesus our -Lord."
May you and I, dear reader, receive this rich cluster of blessings, and
glory in it to the praise of lIi$ matchless grace and mercy; that" peace
may be multiplied" unto us, and an increased growth" in the knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord."
R.
EXTRACT FROM
ONE OF THE LATE REV. CHARLES SIMEON'S SERMONS.
" THE REV. JOHN SCOTT, of Hull, son of Scott the Commentator, in his
last moments conversing with a friend, said, ' I have been thinking how
I could tell the sense I have of God's great goodness to me, and this
text of Scripture will, I believe, do it best: "My cup runneth over." ,
" Hitherto my experience has been of a chequered kind, light and
darkness'interspersed, but now all has been light. One text of Scripture
after another has been brought to my recollection, replete with comfort.
Sometimes (and I would say it with self-abasement) the Scriptures have
appeared .to me barren and uninteresting, and I have read them from
duty alone; yet even then it was all watering the root, and now in the
hour of need the flower of joy has burst forth to refresh me. When I
knew my life was in danger, I first thought of my soul, and I felt that
all was safe. The text that was consolatory to me, and I saw much
beauty in it, was: 'To as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God.' I felt that I had received Christ
in all His offices as my Prophet, Priest, and King, and that therefore
my own unworthiness had nothing whatever to do with it, but all was
safe as to Eternity."
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE DR CECIL YATES BISS.
OUR Portrait this month is that of our late beloved brother in the
LORD, Dr. CECIL YATES BISS, of St. John's Wood, London, whose
heavenly call, as we announced last month, took place on the 20th of
January, after many years· of illness most patiently endured, at the
age of 66. The Times, referring to the departure of this eminent
London physician says: "Dr. Biss, who had retired from practice, was
educated at Downing College, Cambridge, of which he was a Scholar.
He obtained a first class in the Natural Sciences Tripos of 1875, and a
first in the final M.B. examination, 1880, afterwards taking the degree
of M.D. He studied at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and qualified as
F.RC.P. and M.RC.S. Among the appointments which he held were
those of physician at the Brompton Consumption Hospital, physician
to out-patients at Middlesex Hospital, lecturer at Middlesex Hospital
Medical College, physician to Friedenheim (Home for the Dying),
consulting physician to St. Saviour's Hospital, consulting medical
officer to the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, and examiner
to the Royal College of Physicians and the Society of Apothecaries.
He contributed various papers to professional journals."
Distinguished for his brilliant attainments as a medical man, for
which we desire to duly honour Dr. BISS, it was as a Christian who
through Divine grace openly served the Lord and faithfully maintained
His truth among men that we chiefly record our admiration and love of
this gifted and devoted man. He was singularly humble in his daily
walk, and in the consistent religious profession he made; while a bold,
uncompromising maintenance of the distinctive doctrines and principles
of the free and sovereign grace of GOD always adorned his testimony.
In his grasp of the truth of GOD he was firm and uncompromising. We
can but again record our close affection for GOD'S dear servant, whose
Christian patience and resignation, so rich in him, were indeed the
fruit of the SPIRIT to the praise and glory of the FATHER! Farewell,
Brother beloved, till He come again as He has promised, " Behold, I
come qnickly" (Rev. xxii. 12).

-----

A SWEET TESTIMONY.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,
. You have already made a reference in an Editorial Note in the issue
for February, to the home·call of the late DR. CECIL YATES BISS. As
I have had the privilege of occasionally corresponding with him for
more than seventeen years, besides seeing him on several occasions,
I am venturing, with your kind permission, to note dpwn a few
impressions for insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I first saw Dr.
Biss when he lived in Harley Street, London. He was then known, as
10
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a London daily paper once described him, as "the celebrated Harley
Street physician." Later, when he knew I was leaving Woking, where
I had been taking temporary duty with the late Rev. F. J. Oliphant,
he wrote offering to spare an hour of his valuable time, if I would call
and converse with him on spiritual topics. I was then on my way to
Derby, and I gladly availed myself of his kind offer. I was much
impressed with his fine presence and his clear knowledge of Bible truth.
This impression was deepened by the perusal of most of his published
ac:J.dresses which !le sent me from time to time. One of his pamphlets
specially attracted me. It was entitled, "The Gospel of the Grace
of God: the Nature and Terms of its Testimony." In this pamphlet
(published by Hunt, Barnard & Co., Blandford St., Baker St., W.),
he clearly and· ably sets forth the truths of the total depravity of
the human heart, the electing love of God, and the provision which
God has made in the atoning work of Christ for the objects of His
redeeming mercy.
The nature and extent of the Atonement are ably, clearly, and
lovingly set forth. 0 bjections to the doctrine are clearly answered,
and erroneous ways of setting forth the truth are beautifully dealt
with. To me it is a most valuable exposition of the great truths of
the Gospel. Several of the printed addresses of DR. BISS have appeared
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I do not think, however, that his address
on" Suretyship: Human and. Divine " has yet appeared in its pages.
The illness (of a paralytic nature) of the late DR. BISS extended over a
period of more than twelve years. I last saw him in February, 1906..
An engagement in London for the day gave me the opportunity of
calling upon him. It was saddening to notice the effect which his
illness had made upon his powers of speech, and our interview was most
touching. On' the table in front of him were his Bible, a copy of the
Olney Hymns, and a well-used copy of a little text-book entitled,
"Words of Comfort and Consolation." He asked me to read an
-0lney hymn to him and also to read a portion of Scripture. I did so,
and also kneltin prayer, though I felt that I could well sit at his feet
and learn from him. When I was leaving him he asked Mrs. Biss
(since called home) to show me his picture gallery. This consisted of
a mimber of photographs arranged on the wall in front of him, and
on a table near the wall. The central photograph was that of his
wife, and amongst the others were the photographs of the late Earl
of Lichfield, the late George Miiller, and the late James Wright· of the
Ashley Down Orphanages. While Mrs. Biss was showing me these
photographs, DR. BISS said he would like to have the text written over
them, " I am a companion of all them that fear Thee" (Ps. cxix. 63).
It was a great trial to the dear subject af this letter to be deprived
of the opportunity of preaching the precious truths of the Gospel.
In a letter dated July 8th, 1899, he writes, "Preaching, too, will have
to be given up, at any rate for a long time, because it involves (to me,
at least) so much mental effort and excitement. This is a sorrowful
trial, and I cannot tell you how deeply I feel it. But the Lord's will
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'must be best, and I desire to bow humbly under His hand. The Lord
does not need His servants, though He condescends to use them. How
solemn and mysterious were His dealings with' John the Baptist in
allo:;ving him to be imprisoned by Herod, and then at last slain, just
when the Kingdom's blessings were beginning to fill the land; and in
not visiting, or otl).erwise comforting, visibly, His poor servant. What
:wonder John's faith staggered for a time!" Then in reply to a
suggestion that he might be able to write even if shut off from public
testimony, he added, " Yes, it would be a great happiness to me, and
an honour of which I am utterly unworthy, if I am permitted to serv'e
the Lord by writing anything, This may be allowed me ; and certainly
there is abundant room for usefulness in such a way,"
In December of the same year he wrote, " It was a great experience
when the Apostle was enabled to say that in whatSoever ,state he was
be had learned therewith to be content. May you and I, my dear
friend, have taught to us the same blessed lesson."
In December, 1909,. on receiving a copy of the Clifton Oonference
Report, he wrote, "This puts me in mind of when I spoke at that
Conference in 1875, in Mr, Walker's day. Mr, Ormiston is a great
friend oLmine." In the same letter he wrote, "It is indeed true that
we do all the Lord would have us do when we patiently ar~ passive
under His hand. You have noticed, of course, the strict force of the
Greek of Phi!. iv. 13, " I am strong as to all things [i.e., the suffering
as well as the doing] through Him that endueth me with might."
In a letter dated June 30th, 1902, he wrote, "The tone of public
matters is deeply to be lamented. Everything is accounted for without
God, and there seems also no disposition to be humble, and to tremble
at His Word.. : : Did you see the remarks of Bishop Moule.in the
report giyen in to-day's ,Standard of a sermon: preached yesterday
at the Foundling Hospital 1 He points these things out with great
faithfulness, and one cannot but feel thankful for his testimOIiy,"
Later in the same year he wrote, "Where should we be, even for
a minute, if any of our needs were forgotten by our heavenly Father 1 "
In an undated letter, knowing that-I was going to the Clifton Conference,
he wrote, "May you' be greatly blessed at -the. Conference. Please
give my best love to dear Mr. Ormiston." Referring to the choice
by yourself of "The Atonement of Christ," as the subject for the
Conference for the year 1900, he wrote, "I was glad to notice in: the
prospectus sent to me by Mr. Ormiston that the Atonement is to form
the subject of this year's Conference. It is much needed. May all
the speakers have grace and wisdom to speak truthfully and wisely
concerning it.
'
" There are plenty of copies available of 'The Gospel of the'.Grace of
God,' but alas! very little call for them:' The opposition to definite
truth increases steadily."
.
,
Besides being' a prominent London physician, and an abl~ and clear
exponent of the Word of God, the late Dr. BISS was a' composer of
some choice hymn tunes and also of several beautiful hymns. He
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kindly sent me a copy of his" Selected Hymns with Original Tunes,"
puhlished by Hunt, Barnard & Co., B1andford St., Baker St., W.
Amongst the tunes he composed there is a fine one set to Toplady's
" A debtor to mercy alone," and another set to Hart's "Come ye
siuners, poor and wretched." There are likewise two lovely longmetre tunes entitled, " Affection" and" Satisfaction."
You, dear Mr. Ormiston, most truly say in your Editorial note that
our mutual friend "most patiently suffered and fruitfully utilized
for His beloved Redeemer's glory" the long illness with which he
was afflicted. How blessed to know that "now he is comforted."
" Absent from the body," he is " present with the Lord,"" With Christ,
which is far better."
With kindest Christian regards,
Kensingwn Parsonage,
Yours sincerely,
Bath, Feb. 9th, 1912.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
[An Address delivered by the late DR. Brss, in London.]
SURETYSffiP: HUMAN AND DIVINE:
" He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth
suretyship is sure. "-PROV. xi. 15.
THE word" surety," and still more the idea represented by that word,
are of common occurrence in the everyday relations of life. The
word is really an abbreviated form of "security," and this idea lies
at the root of its meaning. When taken in a personal sense, a " surety"
means" one who takes the place of another for the purpose of giving
an additional security for the discharge of the obligations devolving
upon the person represented." In law a "surety" is one who is
bound with, and for, another who is primarily liable, and who enters
into a bond to answer for the performance of those acts which the first
person has undertaken to fulfil; and, in case of failure, is liable to pay
the damages, or to suffer the legal consequences, of such failure,
whatever they may be. Let us realize, then, in the text hefore us,
that we see one who, for his own reasons, undertakes the responsibilities
of another, whose ability, or reliability, for their performance may be
doubted, in order to make that performance secure.
Every contract or agreement. therefore, into which a surety enters
is of necessity suspended upon the competence and faithfulne3s of
that surety. If the principal person with whom the surety is associated
fails to fulfil what he has agreed to do, the surety must suffer all the
stipulated consequences; and since men, even under the most favourable circumstances, are sinful beings, serious responsibilities and
sufferings are constantly entailed upon those who have assumed the
surety-relation to others.
Let us take an interesting illustration from the Scripturll itself.
In the 43rd and 44th chapters of Genesis, we have the touching story
of Judah and Benjamin. Joseph, as you will remember, had demanded
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that, when his brethren returned to Egypt for corn, they should bring
Benjamin with them-a proposal which threw their aged father into
an agony of grief, lest any danger should overtake Benjamin if he left
home. But there' was no other course open: so Judah said to his
father, " The man did solemnly protest unto us, Ye shall not see my
face, except your brother be with you;" and then proposed to Jacob
in the most solemn manner that Benjamin should be sent with them
upon the following conditions :-" Send the lad with me, and we will
arise and go. I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require
him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let
me bear the blame for ever." Accordingly, when the silver cup which
his steward had by J oseph's orders put. into Benjamin's sack, was
found there, and J oseph claimed Benjamin for his servant according
to the compact that had been made before the sacks were opened,
Judah cried, " Thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father,
saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my
father for ever. Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide
instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with
his brethren." Such was his suretyship then: such were its
obligations; and such its pains and penalties.
Now, if there were no sin in the world, there would be no suffering,
and, under those circumstances, there would be no need for the statement of the text--" He that hateth suretyship is sure." The Book of
Proverbs, however-that book of Heavenly Wisdom for our guidance
on earth-seeing that it deals with the condition of things that exists
in a world ruined by sin, is full of lessons concerning Suretyship. For
example, it shows the evil of it, saying in Proverbs vi. 1: "My son,
if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with
a stranger, thou art snared with the words of thy mouth;" for a man
becoming surety for his brother-and how much more for a stranger!
-may easily become involved in responsibilities far beyond what he
can meet. In the 17th chapter and 18th verse, we are told that" a
man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in
the presence of his friends "-as though only a fool would be willing
to become surety, even for one bound to him by the ties of friendship!
In Proverbs xx. 16, we are warned to protect ourselves in the face of
such folly: "Take h:is garment that is surety for a stranger"; and
in the 22nd chapter and 26th verse, are commanded, "Be not thou
one of them that strike hands or of them that are sureties for debts" ;
while our text reminds us that " He that is surety for a stranger shall
smart for it." I have developed this line of teaching from this book to
show how self-interest demands that, in a world of sin, persons who
are guided by wisdom should be loath to become responsible for others.
But I have another and a far higher object before me, which will be
illustrated by the text quite as forcibly as those lessons which have
been already drawn from it. This principle of Suretyship, if traced
through Scripture, will be found to yield lessons of the brightest and
holiest character respecting the grace of God in the Gospel, as truly as
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it has pointed out solemn warnings for us concerning the dangers and
responsibilities of suretyship among men. God's ways are not as our
ways, nor His thoughts like ours; and so we come to see that the very
principle which we, who are unable to answer for the responsibilities
of others, are commanded to avoid, is adopted in the Gospel of the
grace of God as a fundamental principle of God's dealings in mercy
towards us. It is, indeed, the very principle upon which God has
appointed that the Redemption of His people shall depend. The
Lord Jesus, in order to become the Redeemer of His people, became
then Surety: He Who could have suffered nothing had He been dealt
with as His own spotlessness deserved-He Who merited nothing but
blessing as the reward of His human perfectness-voluntarily became
the Surety of His people. He undertook this responsibility, well
knowing the desperate case and solemn penalties of those whom He
came in grace to represent and to rescue. They, in their sin, Were
indeed, as " strangers" to Him in His sinless perfectness; nevertheless,
He assumed the responsibilities of the "stranger," making Himself
fully answerable for them; and bitterly did He smart for it! The
story of Calvary, where the suffering Lamb of God died to redeem us
from the curse of the Law, is the story of the Surety Who suffered for
the sinners whom He came to redeem.
Let me ask your attention to an interesting passage which presents
the Lord Jesus to us in this aspect, although it may not have struck
some of us with its full force. In Hebrews vii. 22, a remarkable word
is used-a word which occurs nowhere else in the New Testament-to
describe the relation of the Lord Jesus to His redeemed people:
"Jesus," we read, "was made a Surety [or' Sponsor '] of a better
covenant." This Greek word "t!{jgU08" may better, perhaps, be
translated by the English word "Sponsor" than any other, for it
strictly means " one who undertakes to answer for the responsibilities
of another." It is derived from a word (t!{jgue) which means "a
pledge," or, literally, "that which is held in the hands" ; and it is used
in the Septuagint (or Ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew Old
Testament) as the equivalent of the Hebrew word which is co=only
translated" surety." To trace this line of thought, the "egguos,"
or sponsor, becomes, as it were, the living pledge which has been put
into the hands of the creditor, to guarantee the complete discharge of
the debtor's obligations. How forcibly does this remind us of those
most blessed words, "SacrIDce and offering Thou wouldest not, but
a body hallot Thou prepared Me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for
sin Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume
of the book it is written of Me), to do Thy will, 0 God" (Heb. x. 5-7).
But let us examine a little further this passage-Hebrews vii. 22.
In what sense did the Lord Jesus become the Sponsor of the New
Covenant 1 This is a deeply interesting line of thought, but too large
to be fully entered upon at present; yet I may point out that, in the
light of Hebrews ix. 15-20 (when rightly interpreted) the Lord Jesus
became the Sponsor of the New Covenant in virtue of His being the
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Covenant Victim over Whom the Covenant was confirmed, and in Whose
death it was ratified. The reference is to the ancient method of making
a covenant: the victim was slain, divided into parts, and the parts
laid over against one another; the covenanting parties passing between
these parts, as though to invoke upon themselves the penalty of a
like death in case of their breach of the covenant obligations. For
this reason, the phrase "to make a covenant" is in Hebrew always
" to cut a covenant." And this also explains that deeply interesting
passage-Hebrews vi. 17-where the word translated "confirmed"
should be rendered as in the margin" interposed Himself." For God
is there represented, figuratively, as having, as in the case of the
covenant made with Abraham in Genesis xv.-when He caused the
symbol of His Presence to pass between the divided parts of the
covenant sacrifice-as having interposed Himself in like manner when
confirming the Covenant of His grace. Now, in a covenant, all depended
upon the covenanting victim; and, until the victim was slain, the
covenant was of no force. This illustrates the meaning of Sponsorship
in connection with the New Covenant. The Lord Jesus, in virtue of
the shedding of His Atoning Blood, is the Victim, the Sponsor, the
responsible One, under the New Covenant. Hence His words, "This
is My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins" (Matthew xxvi. 28); and the emblem in that holy
cup is given to assure us that He, the Sponsor of the New Covenant,
has done all that was needed on our behalf; that He assumed our
responsibilities; that He bled and died to bear the penalties which
our sin had brought down upon His head; but that the fact of His
Holy Life having been laid down is the completed proof that His
surety obligations are fulfilled, and that we are free. Truly, He
became our Surety, and smarted grievously for it !
Let us consider now in detail what were the sinner's responsibilities
which our Blessed Lord assumed on His people's behalf-which He
became their Sponsor to fulfil. Let us approach this subject as it is
set before us in Scripture, in connection with Adam first, and then
with the Lord Jesus Christ. Adam was the sponsor of his rice: God,
in sovereign authority, was pleased to appoint that he should be the
representative of all his seed. "By one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin": "By the offence of one judgment came
upon all men to condemnation" (Rom. v. 12, 18). Here, then, we have
set forth the principle of Sponsorship. There was one who stood for
us, but who failed in his sponsorship; and his failure involved us all
in ruin, woe, and death (1 €or. xv. 22). But in this 5th chapter of
Romans, the Lord Jesus is placed in designed contrast to Adam; and
He, too, is represented as having become the Sponsor of His people,
although the word does not occur there. The analogy, however,
between Adam and Christ warrants this statement. "For as by one
man's disobedience many were constituted [that is, placed in the
position of] sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be constituted righteous." The work of the Lord Jesus on His people's behalf
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may be regarded from two points of view, namely, His Obedience and
His Suffering. These cannot be separated in fact, yet they may be
separately considered for the sake of clearness. For although it may
be said that He suffered when He obeyed, and obeyed when He suJIered,
still, .it is true that He came to fulfil on His people's behalf, ss their
Surety, all that they were responsible to fulfil, and to suffer on their
behalf all that they, because of their failure and sin, were responsible
to suffer.
And this chapter (Romans v.) contains two remarkable statements.
We are told in the 9th verse that we are" justified by His Blood," and
then again in the 19th verse that" by the Obedience of One shall many
be constituted righteous." There is no conflict between these statements: they must be united before the trutb in its fullness can be
understood. We are "justified by His Blood," for His Death was
the presentation to God, not only of His Substitutionsl Sufferings,
but of the meritoriousness of all that He had done for His peoplethe presentation, in fact, of His own Perfectness when He "through
the Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14).
His Obedience, likewise, included His Deatb; for one of the things
that He undertook to do on His people's behalf was to bear tlie penalty
of their sin in death: and we are" constituted righteous," therefore,
by a work which includes His Death as a part of that one Obedience
which He rendered for us. Let us ever remember that the whole work
of the Lord Jesus, in Life and in Death alike, was vicarious and
satisfactory! It was all rendered on behalf of others: it was all
rendered as a part of that satisfaction which He came to present unto
God on their behalf. No suffering ever came upon Him that would,
or could, have come upon Him had He not been from His Birth to His
Cross the Redeemer of His people; and, likewise, it is true that when
at His Birth He was" found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient even up to (mechri) death"; that is, that He
then, taking the relation of a servant to God, co=enced a course of
obedience which continued up to, and culminated in, His Death, and
which was rendered on behalf of His people. All this He did because
as the Surety He had undertaken to do it. He had taken the place of
His people in the view of God's Holy Law: He had undertaken to act
on their behalf, and that action involved the fulfilment of every
obligation that the holiness of God claimed from them. For them
He obeyed, for them He suffered, for them He died. We cannot
realize these things: we cannot realize the fuIIuess of His Obedience
-its spotlessness, its perfectness, its adequacy to meet the claims of
the Holy Law of God: we cannot realize the exceeding preciousness
of His Death; indeed, our intellects fail to follow the thougbt that
the Holy Son of God did actually die as the Victim of the curse of a
broken lsw for His people's sin; but it is true! That which we cannot
trace fully in thought, we can yet believe with a simple heart. Nor
are the blessings of the Gospel refused to us because we fail to understand them in their fuIluess: it is not "He that comprehendetb,"
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but" He that believeth," that hath eternal Life: it is not written that
" He who understandeth the fullness of God's wondrous plan of salvation
shall not be confounded," but" He that simply believeth in the Saviour
Whom God hath appointed as the Surety and Sponsor of all His believing
people." We know not in what our need consists, and what it was
necessary that our great Surety should accomplish on our behalf; but
He knew this; and, according to His own perfect understanding of the
necessities of the case, has rendered to God that satisfaction which
was due from us. Upon this we rest in simple faith.
And now let us each one ask himself, " Could I have done this; could
I, under any conceivable circumstances, have even realized what
needed to be done to meet fully the holy claims of the Divine Law 1 "
Obviously this is impossible: our ignorance is a part of our sinful
infirmity. We neither know fully what is right, nor can we do even that
which we know to be right. We need, in other words, not only the
Trespass Offering to cancel our known and realized guilt, but the Sin
Offering to meet the penalties due to us for those sins of ignorance the
guilt of which we have also incurred. Hence our need of a Surety
Whose knowledge of the case with which He had to deal should be as
perfect as ours is imperfect, as well as One Who had the ability to
perfectly obey all the demands of the Divine Holiness on our behalf,
and to adequately suffer all the penalties involved by our breaches
of that Holy Law. Such was the Lord Jesus. Unspeakable, indeed,
is our happiness if we can believingly say, "Christ has redeemed me,
although I do not fully understand how, from the curse of the Lawa curse which I only in part realize-being made a curse for me, although
I can only apprehend in outline how this is true. Still, with all my
ignorance, I can believe that my case is safe in the Great Surety's
hands: His knowledge is as great as His ability to deal with it-as
great, too, as His faithful love in which He hath undertaken to do all
things on my behalf. Therefore, it is true that there is now no con·
demnati.)n to them who are in Christ Jesus."
Let us reflect for a moment what an awful load of unspeakable
suffering to that Blessed One was entailed when He suffered as a
Surety for our guilt-when He smarted for His Suretyship. Look,
for instance, at His mysterious words in John xii. 27, 28: "Now is
My soul troubled; and what shall I say 1 Father, save Me from this
hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify Thy
name." And again in Luke xii. 50 : " I have a baptism to be baptized
with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!" Most of all
let us listen to His cry in Gethsemane: "0 My Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from Me : nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou
wilt" (Matt. xxvi. 39). In all these places, and on all these occasions,
as, doubtless, upon many more, the dark shadow of the Cross fell
across His anticipation. He knew He had come to save sinners, and
what that involved: He knew that the will of the Father was that He
should save them through Death-His own Substitutional Deatheven as the corn of wheat must fall into the ground and die if it is to
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spring up and bear much fruit (John xii. 24): but His human spirit
acutely felt the anticipation of that awful load of anguisb which He
must endure wben He was made siu, " that we migbt be made the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). "The curse of the Law!'"
-what an unspeakable and solemn mystery of meauing does this
express. 'What man could endure the bruising of Jehovah's hand,
and not perish 1 but this is what the Son of God endured for His people's
sakes when He suffered for them, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that He might bring tbem to God (1 Pet. W. 18) :" J ehovah lifted up His rod:
Jesus, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy GodThere's not one stroke for me ;
Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it fiowedThy bruising healeth me."
,
The Divine Surety knew, when He undertook our case, all that He
must undergo if He would bear our sin and redeem our souls; aud He
did it: He did it fully; saying, even of His sharpest suffering, " The
cup which My Fatber hatb given Me, shall I not drink it 1 " (John xviii.
ll). Our Surety smarted for His suretysbip, but He fulfilled it.
And now, in conclusion, let me direct your attention to two passages
in 'which this thought occurs, and which may belp us to grasp aud
appropriate it in some deeper personal sense for our own comfort.
If you will turn to Isaiah xxxviii. and notice the 14th verse, you will
be interested to know that the phrase translated" Undertake for me,"
is literally, " Be Surety forme," the.word being that which is employed
in Psalm cxix. 122, where it is properly translated "Be Surety for
Thy servant for good." The experimental application in both these
passages is the same. The believing soul, finding itself encompassed
with difficulties which it cannot solve, and dangers from which it cannot
escape, looks upward to Him Whom it has already known as its Surety
for· salvation, and cries, "Be Surety for me now: be Surety for Thy
servant for good. Take up the case of him who hath no might and no
resources of his own; and in Thy kindness deliver me from trouble:
take my case into Thy hands: replace me by Thyself: let Thy resources
meet my poverty, and Thy strength my weakness," Will He do it 1
We may be sure He will; for hath He not become Surety for His people,
even unto the uttermost point of their need 1
The other passage is Jeremiah xxx. 21, where the phrase" engaged
His heart" contains the same word as that translated "Surety"
in the two texts just alluded to. Its occurrence, however, in this last
passage is one of peculiar interest, as illustrating the meauing of the
word, and the line of truth which has been followed in this exposition.
Let me briefly paraphrase the passage. Speaking of Israel's future
blessing (see verse 18), the prophet declares that" their noble One,"
i.e., their illustrious One, their glorious One (this word is in the singular,
and might be rendered, 'And his-Israel's-Prince ') "shall be of
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themselves,"-a striking plophecY.1Vhen we remember ,that Israel
have never been governed by a ruler of their own nation since the days
of their scattering under the Roman power-" and their Governor
shall proceed [' spring'] from the midst of them "-namely, be one
of themselves; "and I will cause Him to draw near "-that is, to
draw near unto God-a privilege which may be remembered under
the Law was restricted to the Priesthood (Numbers viii. 19), and to
invade which was to come under the destroying judgment of God
(Numbers xvi. 5).' This Blessed One, then, of Whom Jeremiah speaks,
must be Priest as well as King; and so He will be, Melchisedec-Iike,
in the Day of His Glory, for" He shall be a Priest upon His Throne"
(Zech. vi. 13). "And He shall approach unto Me: for who is this
that engaged [' pledged,' lit. 'connected:' He connected Himself
with our sins by becoming Surety for us, and answering for us the
demands of Divine justice] His heart (lit. 'made His life a Surety']
to approach unto Me ~ saith the Lord "-that is, who else can, like
Him, make his life a Surety; thus exposing it to the risk of death if
the responsibility be wrongly taken and the prerogative of the one
kingly Priest invaded ~ This passage, then, throws a strong side-light
upon the question of Suretyship. A surety is one who, for the sake
of others, incurs responsibilities which, unless he can meet them, may
lead even to his death; but the Great Surety is able to fulfil all that
He hath undertaken, and to entail upon those whom He represents
the fullness of blessing which is due to His own perfect fulfilment of all
that He hath undertaken on their behalf.
Here, then, let us rest in peace. May God give grace to every reader
of these words to realize his own helplessness and his need of that help
which has been laid upon One Who is mighty (Ps. Ixxxix. 19), and to
cry from the depths of his soul, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed; be Thou
Surety for me." The Lord Jesus is a willing Saviour to those who
trust Him for the first time. If you feel your need of Him, claim Him
as your Surety at this very hour, remembering that His promise is
" Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." And may God,
enable each one of us who have already known the sweetness of such
trust, to renew it from hour to hour; until at last, looking Eternity.
solemnly in the face, we may be able to say, " 0 death, where is thy
sting ~ 0 grave, where is thy victory ~ The sting of death is sin;
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 55-57).
To profess Christ is to own Him when none deny Him; to confess
Christ is to plead for Him and suffer for Him when others oppose
Him. Hypocrites may be professors; but the marty.rs are the true
confessors. Profession is swimming down the stream; confession is
swimming against the stream. How many may swim down the stream
like the dead fish, who cannot swim against the stream like the living
fish !-Mead.
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Snmonl:S anlJ jIl,otts of .$nmOnl:S.
WORDS OF CONSOLATION.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL ON THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 8th, 1912.
" He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength."-IsAIAH xl. 29.
I SEE, dear friends, that I addressed you on this Scripture twenty-five
years ago, within a few days-in 1887. This is a very special and
favourite chapter of my own. You notice how it opens with comfort,
and comfort repeated, for the people of God-" Comfort ye, comfort ye,
My people, saith your God "-your own God, your peculiar God, the
God of your Covenant salvation. And God bids His servants, His
prophets, and others who speak in His Name-" Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that
her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand
double for all her sins." That surely must be a reference to Christ's
atoning work, and to none other. He presented a full answer to the
justice of God. He is spoken of here as having paid and paid over
again, double for all His people's sins. They are doubly secured and
are well assured that God has forgiven them for His blessed Son's sake.
" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the Word of our God
shall stand for ever." There is no withering in the plant of J ehovah's
planting. His most precious truth abideth. It never sheds its leaves
through growing old, but is fresh and green all the year round. We are
told in the Revelation of St. John the Divine of a tree in the Garden
of God, Paradise above; and it bears fruit, " twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month"-it is definite fruit.
Oh, dear friends, do we doubt in our minds that that tree is figurative of Jesus, the Son of God, the life of His people all the year round,
and for ever and ever, "Whose leaf shall not fade." There is no failure
in the work of Christ, all is acceptable to God, and acceptable in God's
sight-pleasing, well-pleasing. Oh, what a blessed chapter this is, this
fortieth of Isaiah, which foreshadows the work of Christ. I would press
upon you to dwell much on it by meditation, and you will find fresh beauties discovering themselves to you in proportion as you are a spiritual
people. "Hast thou not known 1 hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth
not, neither is weary 1" This is the" He" spoken of in our text, "He
giveth power to the faint." He is rich in power. Power belongeth
unto God. It is properly His power. God's power is nncreated; it is
eternal and perfect, and it must come from Him, the perfect One, to be
suflicient for a powerless, helpless, needy people such as we are. We
read, "He giveth "-it must be a gift, it cannot be earned by any
creature, nor won by suflering or penance. God claims the gift, and the
giving of that gift. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
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above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with Whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning." So this "good gift"
cometh from Him Who giveth because He will give, this is the only
reason. He blesses poor siners such as we just because He will, and
He saveth such sinners, even as we are, just because He will. It is in
spite of His nature in one sense, though absolutely in conformity to
His nature in another, that the Holy One loveth sinners. It was
because this mystery of salvation was not understood by the rabble
that it was said in His day, to His detriment they thought, " This Man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them"; that was the heaviest
charge they could bring against the sinless One. He died the death
of sinners, that He might bring them to God. Is there any sinner here
brought lately to God ?-brought nigh to Him ?
" So near, so very near to God,
Nearer I cannot be,
For in the person of God's Son,
I am as near as He."
Oh, the wonder of this truth! "This Man receiveth sinners "-in the
love of them, to save them, not to hold fellowship with them as sinners,
but as saved, forgiven sinners, whose sins were as the sand of the
seashore for multitude, and yet for His blood and righteousness' sake
they are forgiven.
" He giveth power to the faint." The saved sinners are but a feeble
folk; they have no strength of their own, they have no heart to come
to God-they are dead in trespasses and sin, but the power of the Holy
Ghost is such as to overcome that condition and to draw them irresistibly
to God. Oh, what wonderful power is that of the Holy Ghost, Who
still works God's will in HIs people as they are able to bear it.
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete:
Do you believe it ?
" Yes, I to the end shall endure
As sure as the earnest is given."
•. The Lord knoweth them that are His, though they are a multitude
no man can number. He has counted and written up His people for
all eternity, and they are a kept people. "Kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation "-effectually kept-kept for the honour
and glory of Him Who keeps them. We read in various passages of
Scripture of God's people suffering from this faintness. Gideon was
one of these, in Judges viii. 4. We read of him at the head of the men
who pursued, in faintness and weariness, the band of enemies who had
invaded their country. God raised up Gideon, very weak by nature,
and caused him to be a mighty man of valour, strong in his God-given
strength and reliant on God's promise. God's people may not for a
moment doubt Him. To doubt is to grievously sin against the God
Who promises. There is forgiveness for this as for every sin that has
been atoned for by Jesus on the cross. The believer finds security in
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.the cross. of Christ, in the finished work of the Saviour. Gideon is said
to be "faint, yet pursuing," and God ever gives grace of strength
sufficient to His people under every conceivable ·difficulty. Nothing
is too hard for the God of the promises. Cleave to them. Faint you
may"be and ready to perish, when you 'look at the days to come and
wonder how you are to stand; but still the promises hold good, the Lord
will sustain you and give you according to His faithful Word. Ask
God for strength to go on. We read in 2 Cor. xii. 9, that when Paul
was greatly afflicted and was going through that severe trial against
which he appealed three times, the Lord gave him this assurance:
" My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in
weakness." Are you weak 1 Do you know it 1 Do you confess it 1
Have you told God your case often 1 He has not cut you off. He may
have put you off until His set time to favour you be come. The Lord
will show in the end how faithful and true He is. Is your weakness
felt 1 God also knows that, and says He fits His strength to it, and
when the Lord thus spake to His dear, tried servant, Paul adds, " Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me." That is the way power comes to the saints.
Nature rebels and does not always like the Lord's way of dealing with
souls, nor His will, but the Lord has His fixed purpose, and will not
depart from it, though the sinner, even a dear servant of His such as
Paul, cry out three times over, that he may be spared the ordeal Such
is the fallibility of saints at the best. What reason we have to judge
ourselves ':md ask God's pity for us, seeing He knows intimately and
perfectly our infirmities.
Oh, that we might trust on His word entirely, satisfied, nothing
doubting, and finding in His appointed time His peace resting on
us. We remember that lonely bird, the solitary dove, which found
" no rest for the sole of her foot;" which Noah pulled in unto him
in the ark, by the power of his 'arn which he exercised on her behalf ;
though that was only a poor human arm, it was according to the
will of God that that dove should not perish, an~ He watched over
that poor, weary, powerless creature and brought her into safety. I
have been dwelling much privately on those passages which tell us
of the sparrows which were sold in the Lord's' days on earth. In one
place we read of five of them being sold for two farthings, and in ltIlother
passage of two beiI!g sold for one farthing: so that if He took such
account of sparrows, those little helpless birds of earth, He shows us
what gentleness and pity pervaded His breast. His heart is the same
now as then, for not one sparrow "is forgotten before God." One
may fall to the ground, but not" without your Father," not without
His will, not out of His hand. He holds up the falling sparrow in His
Almighty hand, and not one of them is forgotten. He remembers
every sparrow that ever yet fell dead to the earth, though man may
set little value on them-two were sold for one farthing! What
gentleness and faithfulness and lovingkindness does the God of falling
sparrows evince towards His creatures. We have the' Redeemer's
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word for it that not one of them is forgotten, and if He thus·take care of
the sparrows, you, the children of God, redeemed by Christ's precious
blood and called by efficacious grace, you are of " much more value"How much 1 "Than many sparrows." What higher proof of the
preciousness of the redeemed saints-who were chief of sinners-is
there than this 1 that they were redeemed by Jesus, by the precious
blood shed by the Lord Jesus Christ. Are these not all thought upon
by Jehovah, and cared for by Him 1 "To them that have no might
He increaseth strength." You cannot get any lower in condition of
soul than that whieh this represents-" no might." There are times
when you speak of yourselves as being so poor, so lonely, so destitute,
and apparently overlooked by God. The God of mercy and pity that
this text speaks of is yours, and to them that feel and know they have
no might, " He increaseth strength." What a lovely text this is! His
truth, unalterable, eternal truth, and just suited to you who know by
Divine teaching your need of it. You cannot get lower than that,
nor become more needy, and sensibly be a child of God, than this,
to have" no might." This is God's Word, and it tells us, and instructs
and assures us, that to those characters who reckon themselves
thus, Jehovah~Father, Son and Holy Ghost--" giveth power" and
" increaseth strength."
Dwell upon this precious truth. The well is very deep, but
faith, the humblest faith, can plumb it. "Be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of His might." Realize that you have an interest
in that truth, and that it is in you" He increaseth strength." "Draw
out now" was the word Jesus spoke when He had commanded
the vessels to be filled with water at that wedding feast in Cana, and
while He was changing the quality of the water into wine, and they
obeyed His command, and bare it to the governor of the feast. So
we are confident God will keep His word to every heart whom He has
caused to hope in this Scripture, " To them that have no might, He
increaseth strength."
May the Lord strengthen you with might in the inner man, and build
you up in that hope which maketh not ashamed.
THE VARIOUS NAMES BY WHICH THE LORD'S PEOPLE
ARE DISTINGUISHED IN THE SCRIPTURES.
By THE LATE REV. R. HALE, M.A., VICAR OF HAREWOOD, NEAR LEEDS.
" How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? hmo shall I deliver thee, Israel?
hmo shall I make thee as Admah? hmo shall I set thee as Zeboim?
Mine heart is turned within Me, My repentings are kindled together.
I will not execute the fierceness of Mine anger, I will not return to
destroy Ephraim : for I am God, and not man,. the Holy One in the
midst of thee,. and I will not enter into the city."-HoSEA xi. 8, 9.
IT occurred to me while musing over this text in order to preach upon
it to you, that as the Lord here speaks of His people, first by the name
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of Israel, and then by that of Ephraim,-and as these names, with
others in the Old Testament, have particular meanings, it might be
edifying if I gave you the meaning of some from the work of the
learned John Cruden. The congregation is no doubt aware that the
Old 'Testament was written in Hebrew, the New 'in Greek,-and as
this John Cruden made himself master of the Hebrew language, he
was enabled to give us in his learned work the meaning of the various
names in the Old Testament, a few of which I will give before I come
to those applied to the Church and people of God in my text. I
will begin with the name of Adam, applied to the first individual
of the human race, who, though formed in the image and likeness
of God, soon sinned it away by transgressing His law, according as
it is written, "Sin is the transgression of the law, and where no law
is, there is no transgression": whence it is clear, that God gave
Adam a law for the regulation of his conduct as a rational creature
(1 John iii. 4; Rom. iv. 15). Now, as God had decreed that the
wages of sin should be death, spiritual and eternal, wben Adam sinned
by eating the forbidden fruit, he exposed himself and all his posterity
to this awful curse; hence it is written, "By one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned" (Rom. vi. 23; Gen. ii. 17; iii, 12; Rom.
v, 12; 1 Cor. xv. 45). Christ, the last Adam, so called because
Head and Representative of a spiritual offspring in the world given
Him of the Father, Who engaged to save them by His obedience
and by the shedding of His blood for them, and thereby to satisfy at
once the law and justice of God for them, and Who in the fullness of
time came and did the work which the Father had given Him to do,
has redeemed and delivered them from the curse of the law-death,
spiritual and eternal. Hence, the name given to Christ at His birth,
at the instance of the angel of the Lord, is most appropriate, being
beautifully expressive of the work which He was sent to do, and
which, with His dying breath, He proclaimed a finished work (Matt. i.
21-25; John xix. 30).
But to return from this digression to the name Adam. Now God
gave to the first man the name of Adam, and when it is considered
of what materials He made this wonderful creature, that He made
7), y~u will acknowledge
him out of the dust of the ground (Gen.
that.a fitter name could not be given, when I tell you that Adam
means earth. Doubtless it was God's intention that Adam should
read the meanness of his origin in his name, and see that it became
not him to boast, or be proud of his extraction, as fools who are
void of unl1erstanding are. As it was not conducive to the comfort
of Adam, even in Paradise, that he should be alone, God, of His
bounty, gave him a companion, meet for him, having made her
out of one of his ribs, to set forth the endearing relation in which she
should stand to him. Moses tells us in Genesis ii. 23, that Adam said
on receiving his wife froD:\ the Lord, "This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh,-she shall be called woman, because she was taken
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out of man." And we read that after their apostasy he called her
Eve, because she was the mother of all living (Gen. ill. 20). But
the learned Cruden tells me that the word Eve has another meaningthat it means enlivening. What a blessing to Adam such a companion
must have been,-and what a blessing it must be to a poor man, who
is doomed to eat his bread by the sweat of his brow, to find after his
day's toil an enlivening wife to greet him with a smile, to cheer and
gladden his heart by her enlivening conversation,-and on the other
hand, I do pity that man who has a scolding wife, perpetually finding
fault with all around her, and who usurps the husband's place, always
interfering in matters that do not belong to her. I once had a wife,she, however, W!tS no scold, but more like an angel, and I have told
her she was my Eve, my enlivening companion.
I pass on to Enoch, the seventh from Adam, of whom it is recorded
that he walked with God, and of whom, and the prophet Elijah,
it is said, they did !'lOt see death, for God took them to heaven
from earth; they were favourites with God, and He has a right
to have His favourites-a right to dispense His choicest favours
to whom He will, and as He will (Jude 14; Gen. v. 22--24;
2 Kings ii. 11; Ex. xxxiii. 19). Before God took Enoch, it is
written, He gave him a testimony that he pleased God; a testimony
from God is of more worth than fine gold. No doubt this
testimony was, that he was in Christ, loved in Christ, and righteous in
Christ; and God gave him grace to walk in a way pleasing to Him,
and to dedicate himself to His service. He was of those of whom God
has said, " This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth
My praise" (Isa. xliii. 21). Now this being so, the name of Enoch
was a fit name to give to this man, for it means dedicated, and it is a
fit name for all the Lord's called people; they are called out of the
world, and separated from it to live to His praise, being dedicated to
His service. Oh, I hope at the end I may be found among the Enochs
-the dedicated ones, and have a testimony from God that I am
accepted in Christ. I venture to think that this man was named
Enoch at his birth, agreeably to the will of God, and because he was.
known to Him as one of His dedicated ones before he was born, even as
He knew Jeremiah, and told him so; "Before I formed thee in the
belly, I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb,
I sanctified thee, and ordained thee a prophet unto the nations"
(Jer..i. 5).
I pass on to Noah. The effects of Adam's fall soon became
apparent, for his firstborn son Cain murdered his brother,-and such
was the wickedness which prevailed, that it is said God repented that
He had made man (Gen. v. 6, 7). God, as an infinite Spirit, cannot
be subject to passions like man (John iv. 24; Isa. xl. 28; Ps. cxlvii.
5; Job xxiii. 13). He cannot repent, or take a second thought con:
cerning anything He does. Man may, but He cannot, because muta·
bility is totally inconsistent with that absolute perfection which belongs
to Him (Mal. iii. 6; 1 Sam. xv. 29). When, therefore, it is said God
II
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repented that He bad made man on the earth, the meaning is not that
He had changed His mind and wished to undo what He had done, but
that He, in pursuance of His eternal purpose, cbanged His dealings
towards him, in order to give visible expression to His hatred of sin.
God determined that Noah and his family should be preserved from the
mighty flood which He bronght upon the world of the ungodly; but
there was nothing in Noah to deserve this favour, for it is simply said,
he found grace in the eyes of the Lord, being no better than his neighbours' as appears from this fact, that when he came out of the ark he
planted a vineyard, and got drunk with the wine (Gen. vi. 8, 9). Now
the learned Cruden tells me that the Hebrew word Noah means
repose, or rest, and he had that which the word signified, for when
the flood came, wben that desolating judgment was sweeping into
eternity the rest of the human race, Noah and his ark rode safely on
the face of the waters; yea, while all without was terror, confusion, and
dismay, all within was safety, peace, and praise. Thus Noah and bis
family had that which his name signified. Oh, see here a beautiful
type of the Church! The Church is no other than those sons of
Adam whom God, with a fore-view of his fall, chose in Christ to be
preserved in Him, and saved by Him from the flood of wrath which
":'ill be poured upon tbe wicked. That flood cannot touch them, for
they have repose in Christ, as Noah had in the ark. Condemnation
cannot come upon them, for God condemned sin in the flesh of His Son,
that He might not condemn it in theirs. Hence, Paul says, "There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 1).
So desperately wicked is the heart of man by nature, that no judgments, however awful, can make the least salutary impression upon it,
as is evident from the conduct of the generation immediately succeeding
the universal deluge. They were in nowise better than the world of
the ungodly whom Jehovah swept from the face of the earth as with
the besom of destruction. God Himself saia of them, "The imagination
of man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21). This being the
state of things in the world after the deluge, Jehovah, in pursuance of
His purpose, called Abraham alone, blessed him, and increased him,
that He might have special witnesses for Himself amongst His posterity
(Isa. li. 2). Though an idolater by birth and education, Abraham
was separated at the set time from his carnal relatives, to protest against
paganism, and to worship the true God in the beauty of holiness and
truth (Ezek. xvi. 3).
To Abraham and Sarah the Lord promised a son in their old age
-but Abraham believed not that at their age it could be so; for when
God had spoken it, it is said he fell on his face and laughed,-and
Sarah, who was within the tent-door, laughed too (Gen. xviii. 10-12;
xvii. 17). " And the Lord said to Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh,
saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old ~ Is any thing
too hard for tbe Lord ~ Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she
was afraid. And the Lord said" Nay; but thou didst laugh." God
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said to Abraham, "Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and
thou shalt call his name Isaac" (Gen. xviii. 13,14, 15; xvii. 19). Now
why was this 1 Why, to mark God's displeasure at their unbelief.
At that period of their history they believed not Ris promise. They
laughed at the bare idea of having a son at their advanced age; it was
the laugh of unbelief. And God determined that the child's name
should remind them of their sin, that they should never address him
by name without being reminded of their laugh of unbelief, for Isaac
means laughter. Now Isaac had twin sons by his wife Rebecca, and
it was the will of God that the peculiar people, whom He designed to
have in the world under the Old Testament dispensation, should
spring from the younger son, Jacob, and not from Esau; thus Jacob
supplanted his brother, and therefore the name of J acob was given by
Divine appointment, for it means supplanter. It pleased God to testify
Ris approval of Jacob's earnestness and importunity in prayer, by giving
him another name--viz., that of Israel, which means a prevailing one,
or one who, as a prince of God, has power with God and with men,
and prevails. No doubt God, according to His promise, poured on him
the spirit of grace and of supplication, and then freely answered the
prayer which He Himself had taught him to offer up (Zech. xii. 10).
This is equally true of all the Lord's spiritual Israel at this day; they
are a praying people, and cannot but prevail, as they pray under the
teaching and influence of the Spirit, which is given to them to help
their infirmities, and to harmonize their prayers with the purpose of
Jehovah (Rom. viii. 26), the rule to which all things must be conformed. The congregation is aware that the peculiar people whom
God determined to have in the world, and whom it was His will should
spring from Jacob, and not from Esau,-the people to whom for some
fifteen hundred years afterwards He showed favour above all other
people--are spoken of in the Old Testament by the name Israel, which
God gave to Jacob (Deut. iv. 1; v. 1; vi. 3, 4; Jos. x. 10, 11;
2 Sam. vii. 7). Ephraim was Jacob's grandson, by his son Joseph,
and the name means frnitful, or one that bears fruit, and accordingly
suits the Lord's spiritual people, for they are frnitful in good works,
and this by virtue of their oneness with Christ. Others may do works
beneficial to men, but these only bear frnit to the glory of God, as is
beautifully set forth by our Lord in the parable of the Vine and its
branches (John xv. 4, 5, 8). As the names Ephraim and Israel exactly
suit the Lord's elect people, preserved in Christ Jesus, and called out
of the darkness of their nature-state into God's marvellous light, the
11th of Hosea, 8th .and 9th verses, may be justly applied to them, as
setting forth the feelings of parental compassion which God cherishes
towards them when they backslide from Him. "How shall I give thee
up, Ephraim 1 how shall I deliver thee, Israel 1 how shall I make thee
as Admah 1 how shall I set thee as Zeboim 1 Mine heart is turned
within Me, My repentings are kindled together. I will not execute
the fierceness of Mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for
I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee; and I
will not enter into the city" (Hosea xi. 8, 9).
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It is obvious that the above passage is not spoken of the Jewish
nation at large,-Israel after the flesh, because God has given them up,
·and delivered them into the hands of the oppressor, to be a reproach
and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither He has driven
them (Jer. xxiv. 9; 1 Thess. ii. 16). It follows, then, that it must
be primarily addressed to His peculiar people amongst the Jews, mixed
up with them,-His spiritual people, to whom Paul alludes when he
says, in Rom. ix. 6, "They are not all Israel which are of Israel."
Now these people are no longer chiefly confined to the Jewish nation,
as aforetime, but may be found amongst us Gentiles, as Paul plainly
intimates in his epistle to the Gentile Churches in Galatia, where he
wishes peace and mercy to the Israel of God (Gal. vi. 16). This being
so, the distinguishing characters of the Lord's peculiar people should
never be overlooked. They are described at large in the Scriptures of
truth. Jude speaks of them as sanctified, or separated from the rest of
mankind by God the Father,-preserved in Christ Jesus from the
curse of the law and Satan's malice, and called by the Spirit to the
enjoyment of the choicest gifts and blessedness, as their heritage.
Their fruitfulness in good works and labours of lQve is the necessary
effect of their election and high calling of God. in Christ Jesus! By
the grace of God, I am what I am, says every called child of God
(1 Cor. xv. 10). Our Lord rerriinded His immediate disciples that they
had not chosen Him, but He had chosen them, and ordained them, that
they should go and bring forth fruit, and that their fruit should remain.
The ,greatest henefits arise from the instructions and example of the
Lord's people. By them the world is preserved from moral putrefaction; hence they are called the salt of the earth. By them the light of
Divine truth is disseminated in the world; hence they are called lightbearers, whose province it is to hold forth the word of life to the
acceptance of as many as the Lord our God shall call (Matt. v. 13;
Phil. ii. 15, 16; Eph. v. 8, 11-13). True, there is in all the Lord's
people in their time-state a corrupt nature which, directed and
impelled by Satan, is ever striving to regain its lost ascendency over
them; Their bosoms are the scene of a mighty contest, which often
occasions them uo slight uneasiness and pain, as Paul teaches in Romans
vii. There are seasons when the blessed Jehovah suffers them to walk
in accordance with their Adam-nature, in order that they may learn.
where their strength really lies. At such periods He withdraws from
them the bright shinings of His face; they walk in darkness, not being
able to discern the tokens of their adoption (Isa. liv. 7, 8), and their
garments become spotted by the flesh. But though God suffers His
people occasionally to depart from Him, is He really angry with them,
as with the wicked ~ No! that cannot be, for He Himself saith, " I am
the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed"
(Mal. iii. 6); and our Lord declares that the Father loveth His people,
even as He loveth Him (John xvii. 23, 24). Wherefore, He will as soon
cast off Christ as cast off them. He cannot do the one without doing
the other too; for Christ and they are but one body,-He being one
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with them, and they one with Him (Eph. i. 22, 23; iv. 4; xv. 16).
Paul calls the faithful and the Saviour by the name of Christ, to set
forth their perfect oneness and identity with each other (1 Cor. xii. 12).
Jehovah, then, holds precisely the same language to His backsliding
people at this day as that He addressed to them by the mouth of Hosea :
"How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee,
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as
Zeboim? Mine heart is turned within Me, My repentings are kindled
together. I will not execute the fierceness of Mine anger, I will not
return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy
One in the midst of thee; and I will not enter into the city." Oh,
how replete with pathos is this Scripture, how touching the sentiment
that pervades it! Jehovah represents Himself as suffering a conflict in
His mind, how He should deal with His people when they backslide
from Him and walk not in accordance with the vocation wherewith
they are called, and even intimates that He might justly punish them,
as He punished the wicked cities of Admah and Zeboim,-but His love
for them, which is boundless as Himself, rendered that impossible.
There is an immense difference between the rod of the righteous and
that of the wicked; the former is a correcting rod, but the latter a
destroying one. The one arises from love, and its design is to bless,
and not to curse; but the other arises from hatred, and is a curse in
itself (Ps. cxxv. 3). As a sweet writer observes, "The righteous
have done with wrath. Upon them no curse can ever rest. There is
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1).
The rod may seem to speak of frowns and anger, but it is only a
seeming; there is not a glance of vengeance in the Chastener's eye.
When His people depart from Him, and pursue a path of their own,
God follows them with His rod, and chastens them till they return to
Him. In pursuance of His own Covenant engagements, He hedges up
their way with thorns, so that they, not finding the pleasures they
coveted, are eager to retrace their steps (Hosea ii. 6, 7). It is very
beautiful to observe how God calls to His backsliding people to come
to Him for healing, and even tells them what words to usein prayer,
and the gracious a~swer He should give them (Hosea xiv. 1, 2, 4, 5).
Jehovah requests His people to remember that He is God, and not
man. This consideration is most important, being replete with comfort
to the faithful. Men change their minds, God never changes His
(Job xxiii. 13). They change their friends, and have been often
known to hate those whom they once loved; but God is immutable
in His love, as well as in His nature,-loving His people with an
everlasting love, and therefore enriching them with His choicest gifts.
He dwells in the midst of them, and ptepares them for the full enjoyment of Himself in glory, by the precious gifts He communicates to
them (Jer. xxxi. 3; Zeph. iii. 17; John xvii. 23, 24).
Peace be to the brethren, and love, with faith, from God the Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all them that love our
Lord Jesus Christ with sincerity! Amen.
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SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE D. DOUDNEY,
AT PLYMOUTH, NOVEMBER 1ST, 1863.

" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God."-Ps. lxxxvii. 3.
THE Psalm from which our text is taken is a short but a very blessed
one. It presents before the child of God the glorious foundation upon
which all his hopes are built, which is the Person of Christ in all His
fullness, as the head of His body, the Church; and, therefore, her
Wisdom, her righteousness, her sanctification, or holiness, and her ever·
lasting redemption.
It is because the Lord's dear children do not from day to day contem·
plate the person and fullness of Christ, but are looking more into their
own changeful frames and feelings, and the comforts they sometimes
receive, when the Lord the Spirit condescends to visit them; it is
because they are looking more into what they are in their condition of
felt poverty and need, rather than at what Christ is made of God unto
them, that they are often living so low. But it is when we are led by
the Spirit's ministry to contemplate Christ as the glorious head of His
body, that we can take up the words of this Psalm, and triumph in the
mercy that, "His foundation is in the holy mountains," even in the
glorious Covenant of grace.
Dear brother, if you could but realize the simplicity of the standing
of the Church in Jesus, her everlasting Head, you would not be so
continually hanging your harp upon the willows, but you would always
have a song to sing concerning the glorious foundation: "His foundation is in the holy mountains."
How blessed is it to go back in our minds to the contemplation of all
that our Covenant God and Father purposed with reference to the
Church, before the foundation of the world; and if we desire to know
a little concerning the greatness of those purposes, it is only to turn the
eye to Calvary, and look upon that bleeding" Lamb of God," and to
consider, that though loved as He was with an infinite love by His
Father and our Father, yet such was the infinite love of J ehovah the
Father towards the Church, that He even sent forth His only-begotten
Son, in Whom He had ever delighted, and poured upon Him all the
strength of the battle-poured upon Him all the vials of wrath which
were due to the Church, that He might present her " fanltless before
His presence" (Jude 24).
It is utterly impossible to estimate the fullness of the love of our
Covenant God and Father towards the Church. We can only understand a little of the glory of it, as we contemplate the greatness of the
gift, as He thus poured upon the head of His dear Son all the judgment
and all the condemnation that were due to her. " God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16).
It is as we sit down and gaze upon our crucified Redeemer, that we
can see a little of the glory of the love, and of the depth and height of
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those purposes of grace which filled the heart of Jehovah the Father,
when in Covenant He designed the great and glorious plan of redemption.
It is as the Holy Spirit leads up the noble mind of the new creature
in Christ Jesus, that he is enabled to travel up the grand stream of
grace to its fountain-head; and having the testimony of the Spirit in
his heart that he is born again from above, that he has been translated
out of the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of God's dear Son, it is
his delight to trace it all up to the everlasting love of our Covenant God
and Father as the grand foundation. "His foundation is in the holy
mountains. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob."
" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God." What is this
city of God 1 It is not, as some people tell us, merely a literal city,
which is to come down from heaven and rest upon this earth. No;
but the city is coming down now, gloriously so, as each child of God is
born again from above. Paul speaks about this Zion in the fourth
chapter of Galatians, the twenty-fourth verse: "Which things are an
allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount
Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is
mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem, which now is, and
is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which is above is free,
which is the mother of us all."
Every member of the mystical body of Christ, when he is born again
from above, becomes a temple of the Holy Ghost, a living stone in this
new Jerusalem. The life comes down and gathers him up into oneness
with his glorious Head. "Our life is hid with Christ in God" (Col..
iii. 3). And when He shall appear, He shall appear with His Zion, to
b~ admired in all them that love Him. It is this Zion of whom such
glorious things are spoken.
What was the glory of the earthly Zion compared with the glory of
this heavenly Zion 1 The glory of the earthly Zion was all defaced;
and where is it now 1 Overrun with the beast, that beast which
sprang up in the person of Mahomet. And where are the poor Jews
now 1 Scattered and peeled among all nations.
" Yea," some will say; "but they will be brought back again to
their literal Zion."
Very likely they may; but this will alter nothing concerning the
glory of the Zion of which Paul speaks in the chapter from which I
have just been quoting-this Jerusalem which is above: "For it is
written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry,
thou that travailest not: for the desolate bath many more children
than she which hath an husband. Now we, brethren, as Isssc was,
are the children of promise. But as then he that was born after the
flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.
Nevertheless what saith the Scriptures 1 Cast out the bondwoman
and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the
son of the freewoman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the
bondwoman, but of the free."
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The free woman is this glorious J emsalem, which is " the mother of
us all," and which is coming down" as a bride adorned for her husband"
(Rev. xxi. 2). And each member shall be brought together, when
Jesus Himself shall come and gather them from the east, and from the
west, from the north, and from the south, and shall present unto Himself this glorious Church, which shall be the eternal rest of J ehovah,
and the delight of His heart; and He shall dwell there, and never leave
His blessed habitation.
These are great and glorious things, dear brethren; and, as I said
before, could we but realize them in all their fullness, we should not be
living so low, and grovelling in earthly things, as we do; but we should
be mounting upwards, with wings as eagles, in the contemplation of
all those things which are spoken concerning the glorious dwellingplace of the great and mighty God. "Glorious things are spoken of
thee, 0 city of God."
Now I shall endeavour this morning, first, to look a little at the city,
and at the glorious things which are spoken concerning it; and then
at the glorious fellowship of the members of this city.
First, with reference to the city; as we have already seen, it is God's
Zion, " the Church of the firstborn which are written in heaven" (Heb.
xii. 23). "Because ye are sons," not to make you sons, but" because
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6).
Now we have a blessed description given us with regard to the situation of this city in Psalm xlviii.: "Beautiful for situation, the joy of
the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of
the great King. God is known in her palaces for a refuge."
Yes, brethren, God is known in this city as a blessed refuge. It
is the joy of the whole earth. What says the eighth chapter of Proverbs
concerning it 1 Christ is speaking of Himself in the thirtieth verse:
" I was by Him, as one brought· up with Him: and I was daily His
delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the habitable part
of His earth." It was those parts which were chosen of God in the
council of peace to become His future habitation and rest, where He
was to dwell, and in which He ever delighted. As Christ-'says in the
sevente.enth of John, "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be
made perfect in one." This is the situation which is so glorious.
" Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion."
Christ appeals to His Father in the next verse: "Father, I will
that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am."
And we know it was necessary for the Father to answer Him by saying,
" Awake, 0 sword, against My shepherd, and against the man that is
My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep
shall be scattered: and I will turn Mine hand [of love and protection]
upon the little ones" (Zech. xiii. 7).
How blessed is it to contemplate the sheep thus as they are held fast
in the hand of our Covenant God and Father! "I give unto My sheep,"
says Christ, " eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
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any [time, circumstance, nor any created thing] pluck them out of My
hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no
man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father
are one"; or rather, as it reads without the italics, " I and Father
are one" (John x. 2&-30).
How blessed is it to contemplate thus the situation of the glorious
city! It is, " I in them, and Thou in Me." Who shall measure the
glory of the perfection of the Church as she stands thus in oneness with
her Covenant God and Father in Christ ~ It is Christ in the Church,
and the Father in Christ.
This is blessedly set forth by John in his first epistle, first chapter,
where he speaks of the fellowship: "And truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." We find it all as we
stand in eternal life-union to our precious Lord Jesus Christ. But not
only so: when we look at the city thus as the dwelling-place of J ehovah,
and that He has dwelt there in His Covenant purposes from all eternity,
we see that it is impossible anything can mar that which is raised so
high as for Jehovah Himself to dwell in it. It is the very centre of
His love ; the centre of His desire; the centre of all that will bring Him
eternal glory; the centre of all blessedness. Who, then, shall measure
the glory of this city as she stands thus, the present and the eternal
dwelling-place of her Covenant God and Father ~
But further: if we look at the foundation of this city, who shall
measure the strength of it ~ What is the glorious foundation ~ It is
the love of God acting upon all His other attributes. Not only the
love of the Father, but the love of the Son.
Now, if we turn to the second chapter of Paul's epistle to the Ephesians, we shall see a little of the glory of the foundation of this city:
" Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief corner stone; in Whom" -(in Jesus Christ, having
received eternal life in Him, in Covenant before the foundation of
the world; and this eternal life is the greatest of all blessings, as the
Apostle breaks forth in this same epistle, first chapter, third verse:
.. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places [or glories] in
Christ": and since He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings,
spiritual life must be among them: "according as He hath chosen us
in Him before the foundation of the world." Having, then, received
this eternal life, we are built upon this glorious foundation, "Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone ") ;-" in Whom all the
bnilding, fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord." You know that when Solomon's temple at Jerusalem was
bnilt, it was so arranged that there shonld be no noise heard during the
bnilding of it: each stone was fitted and prepared before it was
placed in the temple. So is it with the spiritual building. Every
living stone is filly framed together, and it is raised up a glorious
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temple, "in Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation
of God through the Spirit."
Again, we take another step with reference to the glory of this
foundation. We have all the attributes of Jehovah in the person of
Christ; for He is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father. All the
attributes, then, of Jehovah in Jesus Christ are actively employed
to make the foundation upon which we build eternally secure; and,
as we said before, all His attributes are acted upon by His love. It
is love acting upon His power; it is love acting upon His wisdom;
love acting upon His faithfulness, and all His other attributes.
Now, if the infinite love of J ehovah is thus acting upon all His
infinite attributes, causing Him to do for the child of God " exceeding
abundantly above all that we can ask or think" (Eph. ill. 20), what a
glorious foundation have we! For Jehovah must be despoiled of all
His attributes before the foundation can be destroyed.
It is because we lose sight of these blessed things that we often feel
so miserable. The Lord help us to live, daily realizing that our Covenant God and Father, and our precious Lord Jesus Christ, and the
gracious, Holy Comforter, the three mighty Ones-one in essence, but
three in personality-have each One entered into Covenant engagements, that " all that the Father hath given to Christ shall come to
Him" (John vi. 37); that they shall all be drawn by the mighty power
of God; that" His people shall be made willing in the day of His
power" (Ps. cx. 3), and that it is impossible that one of them can fail
at last of being presented without fault before His presence, being built
upon this glorious foundation. Each living stone is fitly framed
together, and brought into the Zion of God; for" we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works."
Dear brethren, the Lord help you to realize, that if you know what it
is to cry out with Paul, " 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death ~" if you know what it is, like him,
to go continually bowing your head at the footstool of mercy because of
the thorn in your flesh, the messenger of Satan which buffets you; if
sin has become to your soul what pain is to your body, then you have
the testimony of the Spirit in your heart that you are not dead in sin,
but that you are one of those living stones 'which are built upon the
great foundation. Ho"ever much your doubts and fears may prevail,
nothing can alter the blessedness. You could not feel that you were
dead in yourself, unless you were made alive spiritually. You could
not feel your spiritual poverty and need, if you were spiritually dead.
Then, being thus made alive from the dead, it is eternal life, and you
can never perish, neither can any power pluck you out of the mighty
hand of Him Who holds you fast. The Lord help you to take the
wings of the morning, and to rise above all time-things, time-vanities,
time-circumstances, time-experiences, and to contemplate the glorious
foundation of this blessed Zion of God, knowing that it is as secure as
it is possible for the infinite power of our Covenant God to make it.
(To b. conti"".d.)
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" THY BLESSING-THY PEOPLE,"
THE Psalm from which these words are taken is an acknowledgment
of being in great straits. "How are they increased that trouble me,"
Poor David was often he=ed in by foes, and just as often
experienced gracious deliverances. Here he goes on to say, "But,"
-a blessed" but" that God often puts into the mouths of His believing
people-" But Thou, 0 Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and the
Iifter up of mine head." And David proceeds to describe how very
gracious the Lord was to him. "I cried unto the Lord with my voice,
and He heard me out of His holy hill." Though so far above him,
seated on His holy hill, yet He bent a listening ear to His tried
servant, and He heard him. Is it not so, dear fellow-believer, very
often now ~ Have we not again and again cause to say, " I cried unto
the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His holy hill "~ Oh,
yes, we can testify to the lovingkindness of the Lord and His deliverances. Sometimes it may be only that which would seem a very
trivial matter to an outsider, for even tbe grasshopper can be a
burden at times. Yet methinks the very smallness of the trouble does
but enhance His graciousness, since He condescends from His holy
hill to hear, and not only to hear, but to deliver. He considers His
dear tried people. He knows their frame, and He remembers they
are dust, and He loves them.
We find the little word" Selah " at the end of this verse, asking us
to pause and consider the preceding words. Selah is always used
to give emphasis to a passage. Well might David, and well may
we, emphasize the goodness, and lovingkindness, and tender mercy
of our God.
Then David adds, " I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the
Lord sustained me." Some have believed that this refers to the lying
down in the grave and the resurrection. As regards the sleeping dust
of the Lord's people this is applicable, for He guards every particle,
even to their hairs. Though the bones of His martyred saints
may have been flung far and wide, burnt, scattered to the four
winds, cast into the rivers and into the seas, yet He watches, and
knows, and keeps. He will su=on together all on the resurrection
morning; the earth and the sea will yield all intact. Glorious, renewed,
perfect, immortal bodies shall arise, robed in the Redeemer's
righteousness. He will sustain them in tbeir sleep; all shall arise, and
His glorified Church be complete.
However, taken in the general sense of lying down to natural
sleep, which seems to my mind the more probable primary view here,
awakening with refreshed energy after a day's fierce combat and a
night's cessation from toil under the watchful protection and invigorating care of his God,-this inspired his holy confidence. "I will not
be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against
me round about." Not be afraid! Oh, how graciously the Lord
equipped David for all that was before him; courage, holy trust,
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faith-not in his own renewed vigour, but in the fact that the Lord
was his shield, his glory, and the lifter up of his head. In the Lord
were strength and safety. Many years before this, Moses had charged
the people of God, saying, "When thou goest out to battle against
thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than
thou, be not afraid of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, Which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." Later on, the Lord Himself
spoke to Joshua saying, "Be strong and of a good courage; be not
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest." Age after age the encomaging words
have been given, "Be not afraid," with the guarantee of the Lord's
presence. And now His servant David experienced this fearlessness.
He was not afraid, since the Lord Himself sustained him.
The next few words are rather unexpected, when compared with
his expressed confidence and his acknowledgment of deliverance:
" Arise, 0 Lord; save me, 0 my God: for Thou hast smitten all mine
enemies upon the cheek bone; Thou hast broken the teeth of the
ungodly." Poor David! he had to learn again, and again, and again,
that he could not always be on the mountain tops of fearlessness and
strength. He had to constantly learn his continual need of and
dependence upon God. It seems to me, as the Holy Spirit shows me,
that he realized his great success over his enemies accomplished by
God Himself, he realized his protection and deliverance, and now he
yearned for personal victory. "Arise, 0 Lord; save me, 0 my God,"
then the ground, the plea of this prayer: "For Thou hast smitten
all mine enemies upon the cheek bone: Thou hast broken the teeth
of the ungodly." Thou hast done all this, destroyed all my foes; now,
Lord, extend Thy gracious favour very specially to me. He goes on
so beautifully to declare, "Salvation belongeth unto the Lord;" as
much as to say, all salvation, salvation from enemies, salvation from
danger, and above all personal salvation, all belong unto the Lord.
Neither victory, nor courage, nor circumstances assure salvation, but
unto the Lord belongeth salvation.
Lastly, we read David's grand, God·glorifying assertion, "Thy
blessing is upon Thy people." I am of Thy people; therefore, amidst
all this treachery, danger, and assault, Thy blessing brought me
salvation.
" Thy blessing." The blessing of the Lord does not ensure earthly
prosperity either uninterruptedly or eventually. The people of God
are subject to great reverses, great sorrows, great anxieties, along
with the constant warfare within of indwelling sin, burdens too heavy
for them to bear; but they are bidden to roll all upon the Lord. "In
the world ye shall have tribulation," our Saviour Himself declared;
yet He added, "But be of good cheer; I have overcome the world."
Be not afraid, I go before you and overcome. Very often the pilgrim's
way is trod amidst scenes which are in the right way though all " seems
most wrong." It is narrow, and dark, and stormy, and difficult at
times, yet it is illumined and cheered by His presence and His continual
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loving whispers and comfort. He passed on the same road before;
passed on and on, through all to the glory of His Fathe~; and His
people shall likewise tread in His footsteps and triumph with Him:
" That where I am, there ye may be also."
Thy blessing, Thy favour, Thy smile, Thy kindnesses are upon Thy
people. A dear Christian friend, speaking to me upon this passage
lately, said, " Do note that word 'is.' It is not' was,' or ' shall be,'
but'is.' His blessing is an eternally present is, always upon His
people."
Whatever all around seems, however trying seemingly
adverse circumstances are, yet His blessing is still upon His people;
they are perpetually safe under His eye, resting on His everlasting
arms.

" Thy blessing." "In Thy favour is life," even life for evermore.
" Thy blessing "-satisfaction. "Satisfied with favour and full with
the blessing of the Lord." "Thy blessing "-riches. "The blessing
of the Lord maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it." Earthly
riches bring anxieties, jealousies, cares; but the Lord's blessing of His
riches, pure blessings without care or sorrow. "Thy blessing"goodness. " Thou preventest [or goest before] him with the blessings
of goodness." "Thy blessing "-spiritual. "Blessed with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ." Yes, and we may add with
confidence, . Thy blessing is Ohrist Himself; His redemption, His
righteousness, His glory thine. His blood thy sin-destroyer, His
all-prevailing merit thy successful plea before His Father's throne.
" Thy blessing is upon Thy people." Thy people! how frequently
this endearing term is used and urged in prayer. "Oonsider that this
nation is Thy people." "Destroy not Thy people." "Yet they are
Thy people and inheritance." "Forgive Thy people." "They be
Thy people." So many instances. But it is even more pathetic
when the Lord speaks Himself of His people. "0 My people, that
dwellest in Zion, be not afraid." " Oomfort ye, comfort ye My people."
"They shall be My people." Often is this repeated. "My people
shall know My name." "My people shall be satisfied with My
goodness." "My people shall never be ashamed." The most touching
passages occur when God sees the sins, and backslidings, and idolatry
of His people, yet His yearning, loving heart will not forsake them,
cannot give them up. Note the linked sweetness and sadness in
the ever memorable prophetic Gospel chapter, Isaiah liii., and read
of the Saviour's sufferings and death; then the culminating point, the
cause of all this wonderful vicarious sacrifice, " For the transgressions
of My people was He stricken."
" Behold, 0 My people, I will open your graves." They shall with
and in their Oovenant Head rise from their graves to the life .i=ortal;
sinless, satisfied life for ever. "Thy people." "I will . . . joy in
My people." He will joy in them, and they in Him, most specially
and visibly when all gathered together at Home, the number of His
elect being accomplished, they sit down with Him in the Holy Oity,
the New Jerusalem, Head and body forever joined, the Bridegroom
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and Bride keeping their eternal marriage feast. "And I heard a
great voice out of heaven sayiug, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people,
and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God."
NETTIE.

PARTAKERS.
" Giving thanks unto the Father, Which hath made us meet to be partakers
at the inheritance at the saints in light. "-COL. i. 12.

IN the above verse, and in many others, our attention is caught by the
word "partakers," with its underlying thought of fellowship and
communion. Deep and practical lessons centre round this partaking.
It is a family word, suggesting mutual help, unity, sympathy;
the dwelling and feeding together at the same board, sharing _the same
discipline with the same purpose and result; and also sharing the same
suffering, consolation, and glory. The Lord's family, who dwell in
His house, partake of all these things. This is the true communion of
saints, the spiritual partnership of believers.
" Partakers at the heavenly calling" (Heb. ill. 1). The meaning of the
word "church" is called out. The voice of the Lord calls out His
people one by one. Through the power of the Holy Ghost they hear
that voice and come out of an ungodly world. Ahraham was called
out, and separated unto God. Others were called out to be prophets,
priests, and kings of the Lord's own appointing. When our Saviour
was upon earth He called whom He would, and they came unto Him
(Mark ill. 13). This is the effectual call of sovereign grace, and it is
never disregarded. Every elect soul hears that heavenly call. "Paul,
a servant of Jesus Christ, called an apostle, separated unto the gospel
of God" (Rom. i. 1). [The words" to be" in the A.V. are not in the
original.] "Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints" (1 Cor. i. 2; Rom. ix. Il).
" The gifts and calling of God are without repentance" (Rom. xi. 29).
These" called saints" are all partakers at the grace at God (Phil. i. 7).
The same Lord Who gave grace to the Apostles and saints of old, still
bestows His manifold gifts on His people to-day. The work which
was begun in the hearts of believers is still carried on, and will only be
fully performed or finished in the day of Jesus Christ. The defence
and confirmation of the Gospel must still go on, and much grace is
needed .in these perilous times.
In the third chapter of Ephesians, Paul is speaking of the dispensation
of this grace, and of the mystery, hitherto" not made known as it is
now revealed ... by th.e Spirit: that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs,
and of the same body, and partakers at His promise in Ohrist by the
gospel." Hitherto the promises had been exclusively claimed by the
Jews, but now Gentiles also were partakers. The limits and barriers
are all done away in Christ. "Ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond
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nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26, 28). The whole Church of Christ noW partakes
of His promise, and every heliever claims a share. "Partakers . . .
in Ohrist." "For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him
Amen, unto the glory of God by us " (2 Cor. i. 20). A fuller realization
of the unity of Christ's Church would correct sectarianism and exclusiveness. The indulgence of these sins arises from party spirit and
pride, and results in grievous divisions and bitterness.
" We are made partakers of Ohrist" (Heb. iii. 14). The child of God
who would grow in grace and knowledge must partake of Christ and
feed on Him by faith. The sixth chapter of John dwells much on this
partaking. The longing of the soul is compared to hunger and thirst.
The hunger is satisfied by coming to Christ, and the thirst quenched
by believing on Him. And this is the true eating Christ's flesh and
drinking.His blood. To eat His flesh and to drink His blood is to have
eternal life (v. 54). Again, to eat and to drink is to dwell in Christ,
and He in us (v. 56). Thus shall we be strengthened for conflict and
service, and learn the secret of prevailing prayer (John-xv. 4-7). "I
can do all things through Christ Which strengtheneth me" (Phi!. iv.
13). The needs of the Christian are all abundantly supplied as he
partakes of Christ. He is our Hope, our Joy, our Peace. He is our
Prophet, Priest, and King. He is our Redeemer, our Kinsman, our
Mediator, our Physician, our Counsellor, and our Friend. He is our
Lord and Master, our Beloved, our Bridegroom, our All in all.
" We are all partakers of that one b-read . . . Partakers of the Lord's
table" (I Cor. x. 16, 17, 21). "The cup of blessing which we bless,
is it not the communion of the blood of Christ 1 The bread which we
break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ 1 For we, being
many, are one bread and one body; for we are all partakers of that one
bread." Not the mere form, not the outward eating, not the gross
superstitious idea of receiving literally the body and blood of Christ;
but the feeding on Christ in the heart, the spiritual eating and drinking, the nourishing of the soul. "In remembrance of Me ! "
" Partakers of the Holy Ghost" (Heb. vi. 4). He is the Author alid
Giver of life. He is the Spirit of life (Rom. viii. 2); the Spirit of truth,
the Comforter (John xv. 26); the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ
(Rom. viii. 9). Believers are to walk in the Spirit (Gal. v. 16; Eph. v.
18); and their bodies are His temple. They are warned not to quench
or grieve Him (Eph. iv. 30; I Thess. v. 19). Everyone who is regenerated by the Holy Spirit is a partaker of the Divine nature (2 Pet. i. 4).
The Spirit of adoption in his heart cries, Abba, Father (Rom. viii.
14, 15; Gal. iv. 5, 6). "The communion (or fellowship) of the Holy
Ghost be with you all " (2 Cor. xiii. 14; Phi!. ii. I). The work of the
Holy Spirit is also t<l mortify the flesh, to sanctify the believer, and to
make intercession for the saints according to the will of God (Rom. viii.
13, 26).
"Ohastisement, whereof all are partakers . . . Partakers of His
holiness" (Heb. xii. 8, lO). Chastisement suggests wrong-doing, and
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the necessary fatherly discipline springing, not from wrath, but from
tender love. "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore and repent" (Rev. iii. 19). Sanctified discipline is full of
blessing, weaning the Christian from the world, and deadening the
power of sin. They" which are exercised thereby" grow strong in
faith, humility, and patience. "Trihulation worketh patience." In
'the school of trial His children learn to pray and to value the Word
exceedingly. There are humbling lessons, too, to be learnt, as the
rebellion, unbelief, and ignorance of the heart are manifested. The
exhortation is often needed to despise not the chastening, nor to faint
under it. Satan tempts the believer to disregard it, or to be unduly
taken up with the trial itself, so as to miss and lose the precious
"afterward." But the Father's end must be fully answered. "He
(chasteneth) for our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness."
The long-tried, deeply tested Christian goes through a trial more
precious than gold (1 Pet. i. 7). Yet the fiery trial is not invariably
connected with sin in the believer.
" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial . . . but
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's mfjerings" (1 Pet. iv.
12, 13). "A witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker
of the glory that shall be revealed" (1 Pet. v. 1). "Our hope of you is
stedfast, knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufjerings, so shall
ye be also of the consolation" (2' Cor. i. 7). The first epistle of Peter
oontains many allusions to Christ's sufferings (1 Pet. i. 11; ii. 21;
iii. 14-18; iv. 1, 2, 13; v. 1). and the Apostles and early Christians
counted it their greatest honour to abound in them. Are we-the
Christians of to-day-ready to obey the injunction, " Be thou partaker
of the afflictions of the Gospel" (2 Tim. i. 8) ~ It is only as we truly
follow our Lord, taking up the cross and denying ourselves, that we
can share these sufferings. "Lord, I am ready to go with Thee, both
into prison, and to death" (Luke xxii. 33). Peter said this quite
sincerely, believing that he was ready. When the test came, he failed
and fled. And we are apt to act in a similar way. Yet the Lord
looked on the heart of His disciple and took him at his word. Later
on Peter did verily follow to prison and to death. And, from that day
to this, there have been many others who have entered into this fellowship of suffering (Rom. viii. 35-37; 2 Cor. vi. 4-10; xi. 21-27; Phil.
iii. 8-10; Heb. x. 32--35; xi. 26, 32-38; Col. i. 24). The Lord still
has His witnesses who labour for Him amid bitter opposition, foregoing
many comforts that they may carry the glad tidings to the ends of the
earth. They wrestle in prayer, they weep over sinners, even as Christ
did; they bear in their bodies the marks of the Lord Jesus, as some of
the Chinese Christians still bear the brands of hot irons, given in the
Boxer rising. And the sufferi:l).gs have both a present and a future
recompense. They are linked with Divine consolation now, and glory
hereafter. For the Lord abundantly compensates His servants for
all that they endure in His name. May we have grace to suffer with
Him that we may be also glorified together!
HENRIETTA G. BOWER.
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A VOICE FROM HEAVEN.
I

in the light of God,
His likeness stamps my brow,
Through the shadows of death my feet have trod,
And I reign in glory now!
SHINE

No breaking heart is here,
No keen and thrilling pain,
No wasted cheek, where the frequent tear
Hath roll'd and left its stain.
I have found the joy of heaven,
I am one of the angel band:
To my head a crown of gold is given,
And a harp is in my hand!
I have learned the song they sing
Whom Jesus hath set free;
And the glorious walls of heaven still ring
With my new-born melody!
No sin, no grief, no pain;
Safe in my happy home!
My fears all fled, my doubts all slain,
My hour of triumph come!

o friends

of mortal years,
The trusted and the true!
Ye are walking still in the vale of tears,
But I wait to welcome you.

Do I forget 1 Oh, no !
For memory's golden chain
Shall bind my heart to the hearts below,
Till they meet and touch again.
Each link is strong and bright,
And love's electric flame
Flows freely down like a river of light,
To the world from which I came.
Do you mourn when another star
Shines out from the glittering sky 1
Do you weep when the raging voice of war
And the storms of conflict die 1
Then why should your tears run down,
And your hearts be sorely riven, .
For another gem in the Saviour's crown,
And another soul in heaven 1
r2

,

The Gospet Magazine

178

GOD'S WORKMANSHIP.
" FOT we aTe His worl,:manship."-EpH. ii. 10.
b we look at the context in the Epistle to the Ephesians, we shall
see that from the beginning of spiritual life and experience, when, by
,the quickening· power of God the Holy Spirit, the elect and redeemed
sinner passes from death unto life, until the time when he is glorified
together with Christ, he is God's workmanship.
" God created man in His own image" (Gen. i. 27), but the testimony
of the Word of truth, .confirmed by the heart experience of every true
believer, is that man, through his sin, has become a ruined creature,
under condemnation, and by nature a child of wrath. The children
of God are therefore, necessarily, altogether of His making. "We
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus." "If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature."
The children of God, by reason of their union with Christ, are God's
workmanship :1. As regards their quickening. In Eph. i. we have the Apostle's
prayer for the saints, and we find that amongst other things he prayed
that they might know the exceeding greatness of God's power "to
usward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power,
which He. wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places"; and then
he proceeds to show that Christ is" Head over all things to the Church,
which is His body" ; and that we, in Him our Head, were quickened
together, raised up together, and seated together in heavenly places
IN HIM. Hence, every member of the Church in eternal union with
Christ is, in the appointed time, quickened-that is, passes out of
death into life (John v. 24)-and raised from the dead, as we are taught
(chap. ii. I), "Aud you who were dead.in trespasses and sins, hath
He quickened and raised from the dead," for so the ellipsis may be
supplied. And this is "according 0 the working of the might of
His power" (i. 19).
Surely, if we believe God's testimony we shall say: "Away with
the Arminianism which makes a man the arbiter of his own salvation,
thus robbing God of His glory, and giving a fallen creature ground for
glorying." But we are assured twice in this chapter:

"By

GRAOE

YE

HAVE

BEEN

SAVED,"

(so the Greek); and that grace is free, ;md no one ever sought it in
vain. "Ho, everyone that thiTsteth, come ye to the waters." But,
2. The children of God are God's workmanship as regards believing
" to the saving of the soul." The context enforces this (v. 8), "For
by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God." Some expositors have considered the word
" that" to refer to the whole of the sentence in the preceding part of
the text, but even so, the fact that faith is the gift of God is just as
strongly asserted.
.
The late Mr. Krause remarked in one of his published sermons:
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" Faith is the very emptiness of the soul." I take this to mean that
it is when a sinner has been emptied of all imagined creature righteousness, sees himself under condemnation, and as guilty, depraved, and
lost through sin, original and actual, that he then embraces the glad
tidings of the grace of God in Christ Jesus. But this is the work of the
Holy Spirit in the hearts of the saints, and thus it is experimentally
realized that "we are His workmanship." Calvin writes in his
" Institutes": "We shall now have a full definition of faith, if we
say that it is a firm and sure knowledge of the Divine favour to us,
founded on the truth of a free promise in Christ, and revealed to our
minds and sealed in our hearts by the Holy Spirit." Believing is, in
short, a concomitant of the new birth, an evidence of being" born of
God," as is plain from John i. 12. "But as many as received Him,
to them gave He power to become the sons <)f God, even to them that
believe on His name: which were born, not of blo.od, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."
3. The saints are God's' workmanship with respect to their" good
works." Toplady well says: "To what end serve good works 1
Not to entitle us to God's favour, or even to pave (much less to pay)
our way to His kingdom; but to glorify His Name, to adornHis Gospel,
to evidence our adoption, and benefit others on our road to heaven"
(" Essay on the Various Fears to which God's People are Liahle,"
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for Nov., 1911, p. 696).
These good works are wrought in us hy God. "For we are His
workmanship, created in Chmt Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them." These words are
introduced by "For," which refers us back to the near context:
" By grace have ye been saved ,etc. Not of works, that no man should
glory." "No flesh shall glory in His presence." All ground of glorying on the score of works is taken away in the case of grace-saved
sinners, inasmuch as they are God's workmanship. The" good works "
which they do are hy the grace of God. They are " the frui~ of the
Spirit." They" spring out necessarily of a true and lively faith"
(Art. XII, Church of England). Though we ought to be more" zealous
of good works" than we are, yet it nevertheless remains true, ~hat all
our good works are those which God " hath hefore ordained (or, aforeprepared), that we should walk in them."
" God marks out for each in His purposes beforehand, the particular
good works, and the time and way which He sees best. God both makes
ready by His providence the opportunities for the works, and makes
us ready for their performance" (Rev. A. R. Fausset, Comment. in
loco.). We need the exhortations and precepts of the Word, but
these are a means which He employs and makes effectual by His grace
and Spirit. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished UNTO ALL GOOD WORKS" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17), and " God is
able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having
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all sufficiency in all things, MAY ABOUND TO EVERY GOOD WORK"
(2 Cor. ix. 8). [See also 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17, and Hebrews xiii. 21.]
. But an objector may quote: "Work out your own salvation." It
might be well, first of all, to meet such an objection by asking what is
understood by these words. If it is meant that salvation is by works,
then the truth of the Gospel is rejected; the teaching of the Holy
Scriptures is denied. The above is, however, a garbled scripture.
The whole passage, Phil. ii. 12, 13, reads: "Wherefore, my beloved,
as ye have ahvays obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
mbre ih my absence, work out ydur own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God Which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure." The persons addressed are "the saints in Christ
Jesus" at Philippi. Note, it is not work for, but" work out." And
that which is to be worked out was these saints' present possession" your own salvation." And this was to be done with "fear and
trembling," because, as the Apostle writes, " It is GOD Which worketh
in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." The Greek
word for "worketh" in this last clause, is a different word from that
translated "work out," and means to work effectually. So we may
read: "For it is God that worketh effectually in you, both to will
and to work effectually of His good pleasure." This scripture is but
an additional proof of my subject: "We are God's workmanship."
If we inquire what is meant by working out " our own salvation
with fMr and trembling," "Dd all things without murmurings and
disimtings," etc., etc., vefses 14-16, and other portions of this epistle,
will inform us (see chap. i., 9-11).
Truly, we are God's workma.nship, and each saint may take up the
language of Psalm cxix: 73, " Thy hands have made me and fashioned
me" (i.e., formed me); and Psalm c. 3, " Know ye that the Lord He
is God; it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves."
The true believer is a new creation. A" new man" is created in
him, which has (spiritually) eyes to see-to see sinful self as destitute
of righteousness and needing an Almighty Saviour; to see Jesus as
the Son of God, the Christ, the appointed Saviour. Ears to hear the
voice of Jesus-" My sheep hear My voice" (John x. 27). A mind to
understand the Word (Matt. xiii. 23). A heart to believe the truth,
the glad tidings of Christ, and to receive Him, by faith, as one's own
Saviour and Lord. A mouth whereby confession is made unto salvation (Rom. x. 10). Tongue and lips to praise Him (Ps. cxlv., and Heb.
xiii. 15). Hands to work-to work out our own salvation, and feet
to walk-to" walk worthy of God" (1 Thess. ii. 12).
4. Yet once more, we are God's workmanship as regards our future,
for Paul writes to the Philippian saints, " Being confident of this very
thing, that He Which hath begun a good work in you will perform [or
perfect] it until the day of Jesus Christ," and in 1 Peter i. 5 we are said
to be " kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation."
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete."
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And at the glorious resurrection of the just, God's workmanship will
be perfected. "For our conversation (citiz~nship) is in heaven;
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ;
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like untoHis
glorious body, ACCORDING TO THE WORKL'<G WHEREBY HE IS ABLE
EVEN TO SUBDUE ALL THINGS UNTO HIMSELF" (Phil. iii. 20, 21).
" Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days."
. In contemplation of these precious trutbs, will not our confidence
and our prayer be in the spirit of that of the Psalmist: "The Lord
will perfect that which concerneth me: Thy mercy, 0 j:.ord, endureth
for ever: forsake not the works of Thine own hands" 1 (Ps. cXil:"iii. 8).
Fartown (Bask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
"THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY."
"THE Lordgave, and the Lord hath taken away." "A truth., and easy
to repeat," as one and another qf the ransomed of the Lord are
" taken away from the evil to come." Passed under the hand of the
Father in predestinating love and gift to Christ, passed again under
His hand in the day of the Spirit's quickening and revelation of Jesus,
they now pas~ into His presence, to go out no more. And Jesus,
one, according to promise, with the two or three gathered in His Name
at the burial of His saints, knows the hearts of the survivors, and what
their feelings are in finishing the familiar verse. Sometimes, in tender
providence of cross.ha~ded blessing, He makes it easy to say, "Blessed
be the name of the Lord," for calling away one" loved while on earth,
nor less beloved though gone." If the grasshopper has been a burden,
if the grinders have ceased because they were few, and those that look
out of the windows have been darkened; if sickness, loneliness, or
privation has been the appointed lot, then-in the he,,:rts of those
"\"ho still live in hope-thankfulness and gladness spring readily up
and /louri~h on account of the" happy souls released from fear, and
safely landed there." "Death is theirs," and they have taken possession of the gift, and "we who are alive and remain "-may the
quickened children of God say one to the other-have the same part
and lot in the wondrous matter.
" We too shall join the throng,
And all their plessllre share;
And sing the everlasting song,
With all the ransomed there."
The Lord rejoices with those that rejoice-with the one He has taken
to be for ever with Himself, and with those whose final victory over
sin and Satan (and consequent sorrow) is equally sure and certain.
But He weeps with them that weep. He knows the grief of His
solitary saints whose "lover and friend is far from them," who sit
alone and are silent, who weep for an only one, and go down mourning.
He does not reproach them, for He too looked for comforters and found
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none. But He will sanctify. He will bless. He will heal and bind
up. He will replenish every sorrowful soul. "I know their sorrows,"
He said, " and I am come down to deliver tbem."
"The touch that heals the broken beart
Is never felt above;
The angels know His blessedness,
•
His wayworn saints His love."
"The Lord hath taken away." "He hath taken away my judgment," said the once patient lips that blessed God in the removal of
every eartbly possession except a contentious wife. But now Job
walked in darkness, in the shadow of death ; he had no light, he was
" a tried, waiting soul." He did not understand the movings of God's
mysterious ways, but with the spiritual Israelite of Isaiah's prophecy
he thought that his" way was hid from the Lord" and his judgment
had passed over from his God. But unto tbe upright there arose light
in the darkness, and Elihu was sent with words of grace and peace, to
say, " Although thou sayest thou shalt not see Him, yet judgment is
before Him; therefore trust thou in Him." In Him for all the wisdom
of the present leadings and all the issues out of them. It is reproach
and bondage that are to be removed. "He giveth more grace."
Some of His children, beholding no more among the inhabitants of the
eartb one missed from a now empty place, can say, " Blessed with His
presence, I'll not dwell alone."
No hopeless sorrow is theirs who" look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come," in Jesus. Rather, as blessed
inhabitants of Zion, they taste of that perfect love of God, Who gave
His only begotten Son to remove" the iniqnity of that land in one day."
" Much we tslk of Jesus' blood, yet how little understand." "He
was cut off out of the land of the living," and" in His humiliation
His judgment was taken away." He had glorified God on the earth,
He had finished the work given Him to do. He had " magnified the
law and made it honourable," thus restoring the glory of God which
He took not away. He nailed to the cross the handwriting of
ordinances that was contrary, and all the gnilt laid upon Him He bore
into a land of forgetfulness. And now of each " brand plucked out of
the fire," God says, "Behold, I have caused thine iniqnity to pass
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." They may
seem to possess no more than a desire to look into these things, may
seldom, unlike the Apostle, count not their life dear unto them, may
seldom glow with the limping Mephibosheth and say, " Yea, let Him
take all." But the foundation of God standeth sure. "No man is
able to pluck them out of My Father's hand." "My Covenant will
I not break, nor [even] alter the thing that is gone out of My lips."
He will not take away His mercy, nor suffer His faithfulness to fail.
"Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you; not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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JOSHUA AND THE MAN WITH THE DRAWN SWORD.
" Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? "~JOSHUA v. 13.

WHAT a glorious Divine Person was this Who appeared to Joshua
when he was by Jericho, as a man with His sword drawn in His hand;
one prepared to do battle with the enemy, one ready to put them to
flight or to slaughter and destruction, one ready to lead the host of the
Lord to victory over the Amorites, and into possession of an exceeding
good land.
It was but a'portion of that land which-their father Jacob took out
of the haud of the Amorite with his sword and with his bow; a first·
fruit, as it were, of an after 'abundant harvest to be reaped and gleaned
by his seed according to the flesh, and a type of what is reaped and
gleaned by the Jacob whom He loves under the Gospel dispensation.
It was but lately that Moses, the servant of the Lord, had sung a
song of praise to this Divine Person, the uncreated Angel of His
presence-Jehovah the Son, the given leader and commander of the
people. And in that sublime song he spoke of Him as the " sword
of Thy excellency," and the sound had hardly died out of Joshua's
ear before He appeared to his eye of sense as such, ready to give the
Canaanites " as dust to His sword, and as driven stubble to His bow."
This august Captain of the Lord's host, the same in that yesterday
to Joshua as in Paul's day to the many sons for whom He tasted
death, and whom He infallibly brings to glory, is He by Whom all
things were created and for Whom are all things. He had the same
word of counsel for Moses, to own and worship Him as the alone
Alpha and Omega of His people's salvation: "Put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground,"
as He gives to Joshua. Lay aside all your own thoughts and ways,
and have an eye and a respect to My thoughts and to My ways in this
great matter and work of My hands, whereby I perform My Covenant
word of promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. "For they got not
the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm
save them: but Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy
countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them."
Whilst the same counsel to take their shoes from off their feet is .
given by the Lord of hosts to Moses and to Joshua, it is well to note
what is said concerning them in attending to it: "And Joshua did
so" : " And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God."
Was it that the flame, the blazing glory of that flame was too bright
for the eye, the strong eye of Moses 1 Or was it that Moses had not
then that rich confirming faith and hope in God with which he was
afterwards, in a way of experience, so highly favoured; even such
confidence in God that he spoke to Him face to face, as a man speaks
to his friend 1 There was most assuredly then such a thing as growing
in grace and in the knowledge of God, as there is now under the Gospel
a growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. But Joshua had the advantage, if we may so speak,
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over Moses in having had for forty years mighty and wonderful
displays of the wisdom, power, majesty, glory, and Divine interposition of Jehovah on hehalf of His people. His mind was deeply
impressed with the marvellous works of the Lord, and his faith in
God grew exceedingly.
And so, being told by this Man-this Fellow of the Lord of hoststhat He is for him and them, he hesitates not, he lingers not, nor,
like Moses, mal<:es difficulties, but sets forward with alacrity to an act
of obedience wherein the pride of man was abased by the contempt
and mockery of their adversaries, the men of Jericho.
So also is it under the Gospel. While God's ambassadors, like Paul,
sound the trumpet-blast of the everlasting Gospel, and abide by the
foundation doctrines thereof (Rom. i. 16), they are exposed to the
sco~ and contempt of those who are at ease, and those who preach
another gospel, Arminianism. But God, sooner or later, appears to
their joy, when He, by His Spirit, casts down imaginations and every
high thought that exalt themselves against the knowledge of Christ
and His finished salvation. All His people's adversaries are before
Him. He will cut them off. "God is in the midst of her; she shall
not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early." "If God
be for us, who can be against us 1" He will give us victory and
possession.
G. A.
Birkenhead.
THE WORK OF FAITH.
FROM, ROMAINE'S
"TRIUMPH OF FAITH."
.
THE Apostle in Rqma.n~ vii. not only confesses that he had nature and
grace in him at the same time, but also describes it at full length.
Ind}Velling sin was his continual grief, and his heavy burden; an
Apostle in Christ, and yet he felt the plague of his own heart; and it
was his daily cross which he was forced to bear, and his constant
enewy, againstwp.!l:tll he was always at war; no peace, no truce, could be
made; tp.e flesh w!'s ever lusting against the spirit, and the spirit against
the flesh, and these two with such unceasing opposition, night and day,
that he pould not do the things that he woulcj, either so continually or
so perfectly. He <1escribes tqe battle as it was carried on in his own
experience, the two combatants striving in him for mastery. .lIe was
a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and as well instructed and armed as
any believer was for this warfare, having on the whole armour of GQd;
and yet, wearied }Vith this daily conflict, he is forced to cry out, " Oh,
wretched man tp.at I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this
dea.tlJ. 1" Hp 4ad no deliverance in or frQm himself; it was against
himself that lie fought, and of himself he was led to despair. But
looking to Jesus, he takes courage, assuring himself of a complete
victory, and of an everlasting triumph in the Captain of his salvation:
" I t4ank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then [this is the
conclusion of the whole matter], so then, with the mind I myself serve
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the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin." This is still the
experience of every true believer, at all times and upon all occasions;
he has a practical comment upon the seventh chapter of the Romans
in his own bosom; he has heartfelt experience of the warfare between
the flesh and the spirit; he finds it hard fighting, harder because it is
continual, it will never cease as long as the flesh is flesh, that is, so long
as the believer lives in the body and in the present world. Indwelling
sin never rests, it is like the troubled sea, always casting up its filthy
motions; and then the most troublesome when he would be the freest
from them.
Ah, what humbling lessons does he learn in all his approaches to
God! He knows his privileges and he wishes to live up to them, but he
cannot. When he would draw near to God in the prayer of faith,
the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. On his bended knees,
desiring to confess his sins, and to humble himself under the mighty
hand of God, imploring pardon through the redemption that is in the
blood of the Lamb, and expecting it freely, as the most sovereign
mercy that a poor sinner can receive ;-alas! alas! even then shame
and confusion cover his face; he desires to keep his thoughts from
wandering, he would have his whole heart engaged in the duty, but
he cannot; his imagination is not to be restrained; when he would
be uniting all his affections in fervent and effectual prayer, vain foolish
thoughts force themselves upon him; he drives them away as Abraham
did the birds which came down upon his sacrifice, but they will return.
He mourns, as well he may, for these distractions of his mind, and is
deeply convinced that a most holy God might justly condemn him
for his very best devotions. He is therefore led to put them into the
hands of the Mediator, that He may perform them with much of His
incense for their acceptance, and through His intercession, and through
that only, he may obtain an answer of grace.
Neither can he trust in his praises any more than in his prayers. Let
him praise ever so much, and ever so well, yet he can make no suitable
acknowledgments for the blessing of creation. Who can express
the noble acts of the Lord, or show forth all His praise for the miracle
of creation ~ But who can conceive how great, how endless, are the
blessings of the new creation ~ for they are all gifts of God's grace,
distinguishing and sovereign, given to sinners as sinners, to the chief
of sinners, continued to the unworthy, increased to the unthankful:
how great in their nature, how invaluable the sum of them.
The believer, deeply impressed with these sentiments, acknowledges
that he deserve8 less than the least of all God's mercies; yea, he is
sensible that he deserves the heaviest of the Divine vengeance; so that
his prayer, " God be merciful to me a sinner," lays the foundation of
his very best praises. He who feels that he is really among the chief
of sinners, will be among the chief of those worshippers who ascribe all
their salvation to God and the Lamb. The humblest among them
will feel that they have most reason to be thankful. But still their
praises are no payment'A,They must receive fresh grace to praise
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with, and more grace to praise better. The debt increases by the
addition of fresh gifts of grace, and leaves the believer nothing to glory
in but the Lord,-to be saved, to feel it, to enjoy it by faith, to be made
and to be kept thankful, giving all the glory where it is due: these are
among the mercies which endure for ever.
In this school of self·abasement he is taught to be humbled for his
short attainments in the Scriptures, read, or· preached, or meditated
on ... on all these accounts the believer mourns, and is humbled
before God. He feels it t@ be true, " I know that in me, that is in my
flesh, dwelleth no good thing; for to will is present with me, but
how to. perform that which is good I find not." He is sensible of these
failings and distractions, even when he labours to be most free from
I them. He is going to the Lord's Table, to be fed and feasted, hoping
that he is one with Christ, and Christ is one with him. He would gladly
partake of the fruits and blessings of this union, by communion with
Christ, by receiving the bread of life and the cup of salvation, according
to Christ's holy institution. He comes in faith to eat the flesh of
Christ and to drink His blood, in grateful rememhrance of Himaccording as he hath been taught-I take and I eat this bread, and I
take and I drink this cup, in remembrance that Christ died for me, and
I desire to feed on Him in my heart by faith with thanksgiving. In
this service he would. have his whole soul engaged, that nothing might
interrupt his communion with his Beloved; but vain thoughts which
lodge within him will break out; they intrude, although most unwelcome
gue.sts, into this banquet of love; so that he is constrained to cry out:
" Lord Jesus, pardon the failings of my holy things: I come to the
throne of Thy grace, that I may obtain mercy, and find more grace to
help me in every time of need."
When he is led to consider what is the cause of all these failings,
oh, what an abiding lesson of humility has he to learn! He sees that
they all spring from the bitter root of unbelief, and are the fruits of
remaining corruption, which can only be kept down and conquered
as the strength of Christ apprehended by faith prevails over them.
Self, pride, legality nurse' them; they have their being, their activity,
their power, from those fleshly lusts which war against the soul, and
render the whole life of the heliever one continued act of self-denial.
He has still a body of sin, with all its members mixing with every duty,
so that he cannot ground his faith and hope upon the best of them. The
work of Jesus upon earth, the intercession of Jesus in heaven, are the
sole ground of his confidence towards God. His motive is good-he
aims at pleasing God in all things; he would do His will, and suffer His
will, as it is his bounden duty, with faith and patience. His end is
good,-he would gladly keep the glory of God in his eye, and direct all
he does to it, as his elder brethren do in heaven. But he cannot.
When the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak.
Yet he is not so discouraged as to give over, and cease his approaches
to God because of his infirmities. Having obtained help of God, he
fights on the good fight of faith. He does not leave off praying because
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he is not so spiritual as he desires to be; but he is r"ther more earnest
and fervent. The Spirit helping his infirmities, keeps him in a humble
dependence upon Jesus, waiting on Him for a due sense of his wants,
for the acceptance of his prayers, for a supply of them, for pardoning
the failings of them, for more faith in them, and for enabling him to
continue instant in prayer, according to the Divine command that men
ought always to pray and not to faint; which supposes them to be kept
in a praying frame, and to use the means which Jude reco=ends for
the obtaining of these blessings: "But ye, beloved, building yourselves
up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life."
As he is not weary of his prayers because they are not so spiritual as
he could wish, so neither is he weary of his praises, although they fall
far short of what such a Saviour deserves, and of what he would
acknowledge with all possible gratitude; because lie falls short, he aims
higher. He feels himself under infinite obligations to the Father for His
love, to the Son for His salvation; and by the supply of the Spirit's
grace he is made sensible that he deserves not only less than the least
of Divine mercies, but if he had his just deserts he should have judgment
without mercy. This lays the foundation for his highest praises. The
faithful witness for Jesus makes the believer willing to be beholden to
Him for every. mercy; yea, to glory in being a pensioner upon His
fullness, from which he receives grace for grace, that in all things he
may be giving of thanks; according to the Lord's favour to His people,
informing them to " take with them words, and turn to the Lord, and
say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously, so
will we render the calves of our lips;" which is the sacrifice of the
New Testament worshippers, who through Jesus the Mediator ofl'er
the sacrifice of praise continually, that is the fruit of their lips, giving
thanks toHis Name,-wishing, praying to do it with some of the praises
of heaven, as one said, "I will hope continually, and will yet praise
Thee more and more."
EXTRACT FROM A LETTER WRITTEN ABOUT 1643.
" The Covenant of Grace is without us. Sure and steadfast between
the Father and the Mediator in His blood; therefore, leauing upon the
Son, or looking to Him, thirsting after Him, and embracing Him, we
are His seed-and the Covenant is sure to all the seed. The compact
is for the seed. God is bound in faithfulness to Christ, and in Him to us.
The Covenant is without us a transaction between God and Christ.
Look up to it. God eugageth in it to pardon us; to write His law in
our hearts; to plant His fear so that we shall never depart from Him.
We, under all our sins and infirmities, can daily ofl'er a perfect Christ,
and thus we have peace and safety and apprehension of love from a
Father in Covenant Who cannot deny Himself. And truly in this is
all my salvation, and this helps me to bear my great burdens."
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IMPUTATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
By THE LATE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, M.A.
b you ask how the righteousness of another can be made yOUIS 1 It
must be in the same way that Christ was made sin. He had no
sin of ilis own, and yet He was" made sin " by imputation. Christ
had no inherent sin of His own, nor have they any inherent righteousness; but He was made sin by having their sins imputed, to Him,
and they are made righteous by having His righteousness imputed to
them. The manner of God's proceeding is the same in both cases.
When the Psalmist says: "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity," how is this to be understood 1 Has he no
iniquity in him 1 Yes, he has original and inherent sin, and if he says
he has no sin, he deceives himself; but he is a " blessed man," because
the Lord does not impute sin to him, nor charge him with it. So
when David describeth the blessedness of the man to whom God
imputeth righteousness, has the man this righteousness in himself,
and is he inherently righteous 1
No; but by an act of grace God accounts him righteous, and im·
putes righteousness unto him, and therefore he is blessed. And thus
God imputes righteousness to them who believe, not for a righteousness
which is in them, but for a righteousness which He imputes unto them.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
A NEW YEAR'S Tea has been given by a friend to the inmates of our
Camberwell Home. UpwardS of seventy of the old folk and visitors
were present, and this opportunity of fellowship was much enjoyed.
Mr. A. Boulden presided over the evening meeting, when addresses
were given by Messrs. Dolbey, Sapey, Collin, Bumstead, T. CaIT, and
other friends. A hearty welcome awaits all who visit our Homes,
and nothing delights the aged pilgrims more than to converse with
their " kindred in Christ."
"The Eveuing of Life," a new illustrated booklet, has just been
issued for enclosure \n letters, and it is hoped that its circulation will
be productive of the best results. Copies will be supplied on application, and parcels of 100 will be sent for 6s. The Committee have in
view the substantial increaae of the Annual Subscription List, the
claims upon the Society continually increasing.
On March 31st the financial year will close, and every effort is
being made to add to the totals attained last year. Help will be most
thankfully received for the Pension Fund and the seven Homes.
OUI 1636 aged pilgrims have had such an experience of the faithfulness of God that each can say, " Although the fig tree shall not blossom,
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neither shall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive shall fail,
and the fielils shall yield no meat; the Hock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." Such faith shows the
homeward-bound, and demonstrates the reality of heart religion.
Their busy day of life is over, the sunshine and the shade have given
place to the soft tints of evening, and the dim eye, the silvered hair,
and the feeble step, indicate that special and tender help must be
supplied. An aged pilgrim, aged 90, who has now entered into rest,
was visited by a friend one calm and lovely Lord's Day evening, and
told, with a voice trembling with emotion, something of his history.
He lived in a Hertfordshire village, and said, " For 59 years this cottage
has been my home. Here my children were born; here, by means of
the Society's pension, I live in peace, and here I expect to die. When
a young man I knew much of Captain Conviction and Captain Judgment;
and under yonder tree I.was led into Gospel liberty, through the application of these words to my soul, ' For the Father Himself loveth you.'
For two days I could do no work, but walked in the fields, praising and
blessing God. Presently this joy faded, and I have known much
darkness and conflict, but,"-and here his face shone with gladness" I have a relUjion that will not wear out, because it is a Holy Ghost
religion."
It is a delightful thing to see the young tenderly caring for those
who have reached life's verge, and, as the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury
once said, " The Society is Sbt to foster a reverence for old age, and
.therefore I specially co=end the charity to young people." To
their young friends the Committee say, "Take an interest in this
Society, and the love of its work will grow upon you."
Everyone who is a stranger and a pilgrim becomes a unit of " the
houaeho!d of faith," and enters upon corresponding obligations to all
its members. May this be more fully recognized, so that all may
help each other. They lean upon the same Arm, appear daily before
the same mercy-seat, partake of the same heaveuly food, and are
moving onward to the same Home.
EVERY promise is built upon four pillars :-God's justice or holiness,
which will not suffer Him to deceive; His grace or goodness, which
will not suffer Him to forget; His truth, which will not suffer Him to
change; and His power, which makes Him able to accomplish.Salter.
ACCORDING to my account, it is impossible that the active and
passive obedience of our Redeemer should be disjoined. To whomsoever the one is imputed, from him the other is not withheld. They
were undivided in Christ, the illustrious Head, and they are undivided
in their application to His mystical body. As Christ in suffering
obeyed, and in obeying suffered, so whoever receives Christ as an
Atonement, receives Him also as a Righteousness.-Herrey.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King and QUMn have arrived safely home after "the longest
voyage that any English reigning Sovereign has ever undertaken."
Their Majesties reached Spithead, in a blinding snowstor!If, on Sunday
morning, Feb. 4th, at 10 o'clock, some fourteen hours before the
scheduled time. On Monday, Feb. 6th, the royal train from Portsmouth, bearing the King and Queen, steamed into Victoria Station at
12.15 p.m. Their Majesties were warmly welcomed by the distinguished
company awaiting their arrival on the platform, and subsequently by
the crowds which lined the route from the station to Buckinham Palace.
On the following day "the King and Queen drove in state from
Bnckingham Palace to St. Paul's Cathedral, where they attended a
special service of thanksgiving for their safe return from the historic
journey to India. The streets were lined with thousands of their
subjects, who testified with loyal enthusiasm and delight at seeing
their King and Queen once more in their midst. Homage was received
en route from the City of Westminster and the City of London. The
cathedral service was attended by a notable gathering of eminent men,
and similar thanksgiving services were at the same time held at St.
Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, and St. George's Chapel, Windsor, York
Minster, the Great Synagogue, Aldgate, and many other places of
worship." Our readers will doubtless have joined in this expression
of thanksgiving to God for His mercy in preserving the going out and
the coming in of our King and Queen during their long absence from
home.
Three degrees below zero were registered at Dover during the severe
frost in the early part of February.
Parliament was opened in state by the King and Queen on Tuesday,
Feb. 14th. The King's Speech announced the introduction of bills for
Irish Home Rule, Welsh Disestablishment, and Electoral Reform.
That the Lord may give our Senators wisdom should be our constant
prayer.
The
recent
better
thank

Prime Minister announced that as a result of Lord Haldane's
visit to Berlin, there is the best hope of the establishment of
relations between England and Germany. For this we may
God.

A great convention, representing the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
was held in Belfast on Feb. 1st to express unalterable hostility to
Home Rule. Eleven different meetings were held in the largest halls
and churches available, and these were so crowded that a considerable
number of the 20,001) delegates were unable to gain admission. The
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same resolution was submitted at each of the meetings, and was
adopted amid scenes of marked enthusiasm. The meetings were of a
non-party character, and the resolution concluded in the following
striking words: "Our Scottish forefathers, in their struggles for
religious freedom and civil right, cast their burden on the Lord
Omnipotent, Who gave them signal victory. Facing, as we now do,
dangers similar to theirs, we shall follow in their footsteps and emulate
their faith. In the profound belief that God reigns, we commit our
cause in all confidence to Him."
We greatly regret to record the death of Captain Sir David Nairne
Welch, K.C.V.O., R.N., which took place on Saturday, Feb. 3rd. He
had reached the advanced age of ninety-one, and had enjoyed the
intimate friendship of three generations of the Royal Family. He was
a decided Protestant and a Member of the General Committee of the
Church Association.

THE LIVES OF BRITISH HYMN WRITERS: being Personal Memoirs
derived largely from unpublished materials; by THOMAS WRIGHT;
Volume n., AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY, and Contemporary Hymnwriters. illustrated. Price 5s. net. (LONDONI: F ARNCOMBE &SON,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.). 1911.
WE notified last month that we hoped again to call attention to Mr.
Wright's new work in memory of the beloved and talented author of
" Rock 6£ Ages," and other compositiojlS, both poetical and in prose.
We have examined the volume recently prepared by Mr. Wright with
great interest, and note his employment of various freshly discovered
facts and data connected with tbe celebrated Divine, which add material
,
value to the historic sketch. Mr. Wright aptly says that Toplady
flashed upon the world like a meteor. He passed away as quicklyand was gone. "But he will ever live in the affections of all who love
pure religion, and scorn every touchstone save the Holy Scriptures.
To have produced the greatest hymn in the English language-for
, Rock of Ages' has, by general consent, been assigned the place of
honour-would have earned him the gratitude of 'th0 Churches. So
remarkable, indeed, has been its vogue, that the public are apt to
overlook the fact that he was the author of many other hymns, some
of which-for example ' Deathless Principle,' and' What though my
frail eyelids refuse '-surpass in euphony and ethereal beauty, though
not in depth and intensity of feeling, his acknowledged masterpiece.
In these hymns, written in rapturous moments that come only to the
privileged few, and to them but rarely, the ardent soul dissevers itself
from earth, mounts on eager and confident pinions, and flutters
ecstasied before its God. But it is not as a hymn-writer only that
Toplady excels. The best of his essays are studded with vitalizing
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thoughts expressed in noble and virile English. His sermons, which
contain many magnificent passages, are storehouses of sound and
lucid divinity."
Toplady's genius was very real, and though his life was compressed
into the short span of thirty-eight years, his labours, both ministerial
and literary, were phenomenally proliii.c. He was, doubtless,
raised up for a special work, and this he effected with a zeal which
the Holy Spirit dictated, and which the grace of God enabled, and
which He continues still to make effectual to a people "who know
the joyful sound." Infirmities-many-infirmities inseparable from
the fallen nature which TOPLADY inherited in common with all God's
saints-were his, and which he had Divine grace to feel deeply and
confess freely at the Mercy-Seat. He was no " perfectionist," as we
trace in the line which he set at the head of his immortal hymn
(" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" for March, 1776) :-" A living and dying
Prayer for the Holiest Believer in the World!' Both at 8chool, in
Westminster, which he left in 1755, and at Trinity College, Dublin,
where he took the B.A. degree in 176o-at the age of 20-he exbibited
growing evidences of a call by God's sovereign grace, and the hopeful
prospect of pursuing a ministerial career of extraordinary usefulness.
But while, in the Divine purpose, it was to be a career of extensive
spiritual fruitfulness, it was destine"d to be but very brief. Ordained
June 5th, 1762, Toplady began his short but pro4fic pastoral labours
at Blagdon, on the Mendips, an appointment he held, as Curate, for
two years. Mr. Wright, observing upon Toplady's acceptableness at
his first cure, says, "Although Toplady was only a short time "at
Blagdon, he thoroughly endeared himself to the people, and traditions
of him, though rendered shadowy by the distance of years, still survive
among the older inhabitants, the result in part of his habit of presenting
books to them."
He spent about twelve months in London, continuing with earnestness and zeal to preach the Word, and his proliii.c pen was already
enabled to produce the earlier marvels of his prodigious skill. Harpford
and Fen Ottery were spheres of pastoral ministration that providentially offered t)J.emselves, but it was not until 1767 that the Charge of
Broad Hembury, Devon, was suggested to'his mind by way of exchange.
This charge he diligently served for the greater part of his ministerial
life, paying repeated visits to the Metropolis, and preaching there the
Word of life, as the Lord was pleased to open his way. It was at this
period that Toplady's chief literary and other compositions were
produced, and his poor suffering frame now also incurred and developed
the malady that, as we have said, so early terminated them. We
could have wished that our Author had therefore omitted from his
memoir references to any of the weaknesses of the poet--but there is
no call to particularize these passages. We are glad that this latest
tribute to the memory of the beloved Christian poet has appeared,
adding, as it does, several hitherto unpublished facts to those already
well known.

