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.. Who comfortetib n9 in all our tribulation, tha.t we mo.y be a.ble to comfort them which ....e in
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

aD,

THAT NOTHING BE LOST!

"Gather up the fragments that remain; that nothing be lost."JOHN vi. 12.
IN returning to Clifton, after having faithfully preached the Gospel
at St. Nicholas Church, in the city of Bristol, the Rev. MONTAGUE
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY was accosted by the godly LADY HUNTINGDON
with the remark that he had that afternoon indeed "dressed the
Pharisees to purpose"; to which observation the great preacher
replied, "My wish, Madam, was not to dress them, but to undress
them." The eminent preacher evidently followed the apostolicaI
example which finds expression in the lines ;" The LORD first empties whom He fills,
Casts down whom He would raise,
And quickens whom the letter kills,f•• Exalting thus His praise.
"IldMANUEL, for sinners slain,
Includes such stores of grace
As narrow hearts can ne'er contain,
Nor angels' tongue express.
" He's full of grace and truth, indeed,
Of love, of life, and light.
To all things Ris redeemed need
lHe gives their souls a right ;9
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" A right to claim their full release,
For He their debt has paid;
A right to comfort, joy, and peace;
His promise bids them plead."
In the heavenly economy of grace, every atom is conservedthere is no waste, or superfluity. And, we see this ALMIGHTY
carefulness everywhere illustrated! No creature can afford to
despise it in the Divine service. It is conspicuous everywhere.
The LORD JESUS taught His disciples this lesson in its beautiful
simplicity-" Gather up the fragments that remain; that nothing
be lost." The Apostles PETER, JOHN, and the rest, were engaged
according to the express will of their heavenly MASTER when they
searched among the mountain grass for the smallest particles of the
Bread which had received His FATHER'S supplicated blessing.
Nothing might be sacrificed through careless stewardship. He that
is regardless of the Divine order in things that are least and fewest,
is chargeable with reckless waste! The atom of Bread for which
the hallowing thanks of the LORD JESUS had been devoutly offered
up, was not to be thoughtlessly trodden under foot! Oh, the sin
of undervaluing a mere crumb upon which had been spent the
hallowing intercession of its MAKER! He blessed the search of
His obedient disciples, who at length filled twelve conspicuous
baskets with fragments that remained above to the five thousand
that had eaten-the loaves and fishes which the unnamed boy
placed in the LORD'S hands for His prolific benediction. The
same loving bounty characterizes Divine carefulness in the dispensing of His generous Providence whether it concerned five
thousand hungering Galilean countrymen, or eight hundred
thousand ISRAELITES who wandered day by day for forty long
years in the waste howling wilderness-until they ate of the corn
of Canaan in the Promised Land. Fresh were the supplies that
fell from heaven each day, and the hungering multitudes were
never once disappointed of their hope. "Give us this day our
daily bread." Daily, their miraculous clothing was sustained till
tinre no longer was a trial of faith-daily need was surely a Divine
supply, because of the faithful Word of promise. The GOD OF
ABRAHAM-the Covenant FATHER of the national people-led
them and fed them continually, and a wilderness plenty was
heaven's sufficiency.
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Oh, brethren, this truth is a settled security. It is JEHOVAH'S
Bread-to be lived upon by faith, day by day, till time be no
more! The Sinai Desert is GOD'S own standing reply to the
murmuring of human unbelief, and human fears. Not one good
thing of the Gospel supply fell short, it was verily "sure bread"
-and the ransomed tribes had indeed a goodly porti9n! Israel
begged their bread of man, and he just grudgingly doled them food.
" And Moses said to Pharaoh, We will go with our young and with
our old, and with our sons and with our daughters, and with our
herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD."
PHARAOH might grudge Israel three days' bread-bread of sufferance-but the LORD'S abundant table was to be daily spread for
His 800,000 for forty years, and there was no lack! It is better
to trust in the GOD of grace than to lean on the vainglorious Princes
of man! The Bread of Angels is a dainty which GOD reserved for
the despised slaves of Egypt-whose feet were preserved from
footsore, lameness, and weariness, for forty years. Alas, indeed,
that the typical tribes might grow tired of the dispensational food
that was mercifully provided by the loving hand, but the True,
the living BREAD ever remained, and still abideth! The feet of
the literal tribes might grow weary of the monotony of the wilderness
route, but there were granted refreshing foretastes of spiritual
bliss and rest which more than compensated the toils of the way.
Doubtless, the feet were sufficient for the hardships of the daily
task. ISRAEL'S GOD was all-sufficient for the exigencies of the
entire EXODUS; and· to the end of the spiritual journey each
redeemed, elect vessel of the heavenly host will be led infallibly
to, and inside, the predestined walls of ZION'S beloved and
eternal city. Rest, perpetual, undisturbed rest, is the Homeatmosphere of the blood-washed multitude. It is all sie:ned,
sealed, ratified!
" I hear the words of love,
I gaze upon the blood;
I see the mighty sacrifice,
And I have peace with GOD.
"'Tis everlasting peace,
Sure as JEHovm's name;
'Tis stable as His steadfast throne,
For evermore the same.

.'
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"The clouds may go and come,
And storms may sweep my sky,
This blood-sealed friendsjrip changes not,
The cross is ever nigh,

.,

"My love is ofttimes low,
My joy still ebbs and .flows ; .
But peace with Him remains the same,
No change JEHOVAH knows.
" That which can shake the cross
May shake the peace it gave,
Which tells me CHRIST has never died,
Or never left the grave.
" Till then My peace is sure,
It will not, cannot yield;
JESUS, I know, has died and lives;
On this firm rock I build,

"I change, He changes not,
The CHRIST can never die;
His love, not mine, the resting-place,
His truth, not mine, the tie.
"The cross still stands unchanged,
Though heaven is now His home;
The mighty stone is rolled away,
But yonder is His throne!
'And yonder is my peace,
The grave of all my woes!
I know the SON of GOD.
I know He died and rose.

"I know He liveth now
At GOD'S right hand above;
I know the throne on which He sits,
J know His truth and love! "
(H. Bonar).
All weary feet that have patiently and faithfully trodden the
ZION pathway, will rest anon in the bosom of their blessed LORD
JESUS, as He has promised them, and His promise is " Yea, and
Amen, and never was forfeited yet."

Olifton.

THE EDITOR.

HE praiseth God best t,hat serveth and obeyeth Him most.BurkiU.
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THE COMING REJECTION OF SOUND DOCTRINE.
" For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine ,.
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears,. and they shall turn away their ears fro-m
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."-2 TIMOTHY iv. 3, 4.

THESE are among the last words of the great Apostle to the Gentiles.
When he penned these words he was a prisoner for the second time
in the capital of the Roman Empire. He was the Lord's prisoner,
sufiering trouble" as an evil doer, even unto bonds," and he was
expecting that his earthly laboUl'S would soon come to an end.
But he was ready for the anticipated change, and he was looking
forward to the "crown of righteousness" which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, would give him at that day. The words of his
last epistle are therefore of special interest. They are prophetic.
They tell of a time when men in the professing Church would no
longer endure sound doctrine. The Apostle Peter says we do
well that we take- heed unto the" sure word of prophecy," "as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day Star arise." So we who are the Lord's children, will do
well if we take heed to this prophecy, written by Paul under the
infallible guidance of the Holy Ghost. The prophecy speaks of
" sound doctrine." The word" sound" is translated from a word
which means to be sound, to be well, to be in good health. Sound
doctrine is therefore healthy doctrine. It is doctrine without any
disease, doctrine true and incorrupt. Such doctrine has been
permanently written in the Scriptures for the instruction of God's
people. It is found nowhere else. "Whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning." In the language
of our reformers, "Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary
to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or
necessary to salvation." All the doctrines which we need to know
are contained "in the scripture of truth"; and if we take heed
to the Scriptures, we shall not be "tossed to and fro, and carried
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about with every wind of doctrine" which may blow from all
the quarters of the compass, but we shall hold fast to " the faith
which was once (once for all) delivered to the saints."
All sound doctrine is inspired by the Holy Ghost. "All scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine"
(2 Tim. iii. 16). The doctrines of Scripture are Divine doctrines.
They emanate from God. They stand in contrast to the doctrines
of men, of which our Lord speaks when He says, "In vain they do
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men"
.(Matt. xv. 9). The doctrines of men are to be avoided. "If ye
be dead ,vith Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances . . . after
the commandments and doctrines of men? " (Col. ii. 20-22.)
The doctrines which are from God stand also in contrast to
" doctrines of devils" or demons. "The Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils" (1 Tim. iv. 1).
Sound doctrine comes from God. It is permanently inscribed
on the pages of the written Word and is inspired by God the
Holy Ghost. From all other doctrine we need to pray, "Good
Lord, deliver us."
All ministers of the Gospel are to preach the doctrines of the
Word. To Titus Paul said, "Speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine." A presbyter, or bishop, is to hold fast "the
faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able ·by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers"
(Titus i. 5-9; ii. 1). If we examine the Scriptures in order to
discover what is comprised in the words "sowld doctrine," we
shall find that the doctrine of sin stands out prominently before
us. "All have sinned" is a truth universally recognized in the
Word of God. Closely allied to this doctrine is the doctrine of
penalty. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." "The wicked
shall be turned into hell and all the people that forget God." "The
wages of sin is death." Thank God, however, these do not exhaust
the doctrines of God's Word. There are the doctrines of Redemption by the atoning blood of Christ, Regeneration by the lifegiving power of God the Holy Ghost, Justification by faith iD
the blood and righteousness of Christ, Preservation by the keeping

•
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power of God, and final Glorification when the Lord comes to
make up His jewels. Moreover, as we continue our search into
the SCl'iptures, we find that behind all the doctrines which tell of
the manifestations of God's grace in time, there are the doctrines
which set forth God's everlasting purposes in eternity, the doctrines
which speak of His predestinating and electing love.
Now, the Apostle says, "The time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine." Men in the professing Church would no
longer tolerate the great doctrines of God's Word. That time
came, to some extent, in the days of the Apostles. It became more
manifest as the centuries rolled on. It came to an awful head
during the period immediately before the Reformation. And
now, despite the great mercy of God displayed in the sixteenth
century, intolerance of sound doctrine is becoming an increasing
characteristic of the times. Professors and teachers in our
universities, colleges, and schools openly repudiate the old doctrines
which our fathers held dear. Ministers in many of our pulpits
no longer preach the Gospel of the grace of God, and in a large
degree the people love to have it so. As for the doctrine of election,
it must never be mentioned, however l'indly and lovingly and in
due proportion to the other doctrines of God's Word. Thus the.
very rejection of truth which marks the times in which we live
is a great proof of the truth of the prophecy we are considering.
It follows, as a matter of course, that, if men will not endure sound
doctrine, they will not endure the teachers of such doctrine, "but,
having itching ears, (they) will heap to themselves teachers after
their own lusts" (2 Tim. iv. 4, R.V.). They will accumulate to
themselves teachers after their own desires. It is sometimes said
that the choice of a minister should be left to the congregation.
This, no doubt, would work well if the majority of the congregation
consists of godly men who are sound in the faith; but what if the
congregation has "itching ears" for doctrines which are unscriptural'~ In that case they would choose a minister "after their
own lusts." And what does the Apostle say men will substitute
for "sound doctrine "~ He says, "They shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." Oh, how
unspeakably sad it is if men love darkness rather than light, falsehood rather than truth, the unhealthy doctrine which comes from
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Satan rather than sound doctrine which is inspired by God! In
such a case God says, "Now go, write it before them in a table,
and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever
and ever: that this is a rebellious people, lying children, children
that will not hear the law of the Lord: which say to the seers,
See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things;
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits" (Isaiah xx:'{. 8-10).
But now, what is the duty of God's people, and especially of
faithful ministers of the Gospel in view of the time to which this
prophecy points ~ This question may be answered in three words
-Steadfastness, Testimony, Endurance.
Our first duty is to be Steadfast in adhering to the precious truths
of God's Word. The majority may cease to value the truth, and
turn away from it. They may prefer myths and fables to the
unerring Word of the living God. But we must not be influenced
by the crowd. "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil "
(Exod. xxiii. 2). We must be prepared to stand alone. "Watch
ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." Steadfastness and continuity are what the Apostle enjoins upon Timothy
in viinv of the coming rejection of sound doctrine. "Continue
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from
a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus"; "Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast
heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim.
iii. 14, 15; i. 13). Steadfastness requires courage, and it involves
isolation, loneliness, and rejection, but God's people must stand
firm.
Our second duty is Testimony. Though the many reject the
truth, we must still make it known. "I charge thee therefore
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the quick
and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom; preach the
Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all 10ngsufIering and doctrine." However dark the
times may be, testimony is still needed. It is needed for the
building up of God's manifested people, and as the means of saving
those who are out of the way. Hence the Apostle adds, "Do

to
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the work of an evangelist" (2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5). Noah was" a
preacher of righteousness," although he was confronted by an
ungodly world, and we must still be Christ's faithful witnesses,
however seemingly hopeless the outlook. We must not forget the
promise, "My Word shall not return unto Me void, butit shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it." The Lord's people can afford to be optimistic, because
they know that the purposes of their God shall be accomplished.
Their Lord and Master shall see of the travail of His soul and shall
be satisfied. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
Our third duty is expressed by the word Endurance. The rejection
of sound doctrine or of those who teach it, involves the persecution of those who love the truth. "Yea, and all that will live
goclly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." Hence the Apostle
says to Timothy, "Endure affiictions," "Be thou partaker of the
affiictions of the gospel according to the power of God" (2 Tim.
iv. 5; i. 8). The Apostle himself had to suffer for the truth's sake.
In every city bonds and afflictions awaited him. But he said,
" None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my COUl'se with joy, and the ministry,
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of
the grace of God." 1£ we are indeed "soldiers of Jesus Christ"
we must" endure hardness," and we must esteem "the reproach
of Chri~t greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." But what
a prospect lies before the steadfast and faithful witnesses of the
Lord Jesus Christ! The" crown of righteousness" will not be
given to Paul only, by "the Lord, the righteous Judge," "bul;
unto all them also that love His appearing."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

the Word be the sun-dial by which you set your life. What are
we the better for having the Scriptures, if we do not direct all our
speeches and actions according to them ~ What is a carpenter better
for his rule about him, if he sticks it at his back, and never makes use
of it for measuring and squaring ~ So, what are we the better for the
rule of the Word, if we do not make use of it, and regulate our lives
by it ~-Thomas Watson (1660).
LET

,
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WELLSPRINGS.
" If e shall come down like rain upon tM mown grass.. as showers
that water tM earth. " -PSALM Ixxii. 6.
" OUT of the whirlwind," after the three" miserable comforters" had
been silenced, did J ehovah ask the searching question of His muchtried and afflicted servant, Job: "Hath the rain a father 1 or who
hath begotten the drops of dew 1" That is but one question in the
Almighty challenge with which his Maker confronts His servant, by
declaring the wonderful works of God, and concerning which He enforces
by the lips of Elihu, "Remember that thou magnify His work."
Whose is the ice 1 Whose are the frost and the snow 1 Who is it that
" divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or a way for the
lightning of thunder 1" "Who," asks the inspired prophet Isaiah,
"Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and
meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the
~arth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills
in a balance 1 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being His
counsellor hath taught Him 1 With whom took He counsel, and
who instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of judgment, and
taught Him knowledge, and shewed to Him the way of understanding 1" AB sang Sir Robert Grant :"This earth, with its stores of wonders untold,
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old,
Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea."
These are parts of His ways in His wonderful creation, the work
of His fingers. But such are by far out-distanced by, and wonderful
and perfect as they are take a far lower place than, His Redemption
work-the work of His arm, and that the arm of His strength! There,
away in the councils of eternity, was the Covenant made and settled
by the Eternal Three, Who formed the earth; Who created man
upon it, and Who "saw him ruined in the Fall, yet loved him not·
withstanding all." And a Covenant-making God is a Covenantkeeping God-He "keepeth Covenant." He remembereth His
Covenant to a thousand generations.
And the promise in the text which heads this paper is the fulfilling
of it: "He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as
showers that water the earth." True, it is a psalm or prayer of David
for his son Solomon, for whom he asks: "Give the king Thy judgments,
o God, and Thy righteousness unto the king's son." But a " greater
than Solomon" is here; the true King, the only King to Whom all
judgment is co=itted. "The Father . . . hath committed all
judgment unto the Son," said Jesus to the unbelieving Jews who
sought to kill Him, "because . . . He had .. said also that God
was His Father, making Himself equal with God." He is the King
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Who shall reign, and unto Whom shall be offered the true gold of
Sheba. He it is Who " must reign, till He hath put all enemies under
His feet." He it was by Whose coming "the mountains brought
forth peace to the people, and the little hills by righteousness." He
it was Who was sent forth to " judge the poor of the people; He shall
save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor."
He is a King in His own right; a King "set" by J ehovah on His
"holy hill;" a King by pre-eminence, by power, and by Divine
eternal right. Hence when the Holy Babe in Bethlehem was searched
for by the wise men, they asked aright the question, "Where is He
that is born King!" Of Him J ehovah, His Father, had declared,
" Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David
a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall
execute judgment and justice in the earth. In His days J udah shall
be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby
He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness."
" He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass." He came
down in accordance with the Divine counsel and agreement. When
the question was asked in heaven, "Whom shall I send, and who will
go for us !" there came the ready answer of the Holy Son of God,
"Here am I, send Me." And He could say, "Lo, I come: in the
volume of the book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 ~iy
God." I think it was Luther who was wont to translate the passage
thus, "In the head of the roll it is written of Me," and he delighted
to say there was but one Book and one Person-Jesus, the Incarnate
Word. And this is He of Whom our text speaks, and of Whom we
write, whilst mourning the facts that our best words are poor, our
deepest adoration is far beneath His worth, and our tongues are unequal to express the half of His love and loveliness.
'j
Yet, herein lies our mercy: He has" come down" to our low 'place.
He took upon Him our nature; He came to this sin-cursed earth of
ours; walked the streets of Nazareth, going in and out among the
people; climbed the mountain slopes, gathering great multitudes to
His feet to hear His blessed words of comfort and pardon. In cities
and in byways, in the Temple and in the chamber of suffering, at
the open grave or by the passing bier, Jesus" went about doing good,"
meanwhile enduring" such contradiction of sinners against Himself."
Oh, was it not a wondrous, an infinite stoop! "He shall come down
like rain upon the mown grass." He came down in His Incarnation!
This He declared of Himself to unbelieving questioners, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven;
but My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread
of God is He Which cometh down 'from heaven, and giveth life unto
the world. Then said they unto Him, Lord, evermore give us this
bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that
cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall
never thirst." They mistook His words and thought He referred to
the manna in the wilderness. "They carnalized the spiritual, whilst
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Jesus spiritualized the natural," as our dear Rector once said at
one of our valued Bible classes at St. Mary-le-Port.
But He declared of Himself: "I came down from heaven, not to
do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me." And in His
gracious loving condescension He further informs them what that will
was, in which both He and His Father were" one": "And this is the
Father's will Which hath sent Me, that of lJ,1l which He hath given
Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day."
"He shall come down "-this King of kings and Lord of lords,
Jehovah's equal, the Man That was His Fellow-from the high glory
which He had with His Father, willingly and obediently laid by, to
assume our nature, yet without sin. He comes down to be born of a
pure Virgin; to find His cradle in Bethlehem's manger; to take His
position as one" that serveth ;" to be always" doing good;" to be
evel' healing, restoring, teaching, and blessing, and yet to be a lonely
stranger, despised and rejected of men, "the Man of SOlTOWS and
acquainted with grief"; to be denied, forsaken, blasphemed, spat
upon, mocked, struck on the face, bound, accused falsely, and set at
naught. All this, and more, did our precious Lord endure; yea, to
even enduring a hell for His people that they might go free. Yes;
all this was done to Him Who came down-the holy, harmless,
undefiled One; the Man Who was separate from sinners; Who knew
no sin and neither was guile found in His mouth; Who came to seek
and to find us; Who visited us in " our low estate," that we might be
lifted up in His exaltation. "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,
and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes,
and to make them inherit the throne of glory."
And how is His coming down described 1 "He shall come down
like rain upon the mown grass." This is the manner of the coming of
Him Who "was equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, and
inferior to the Father as touching His manhood "-that body which
the Father had" prepared" Him. He left the glory He had with His
Father, laid it aside, to assume our nature and to come" as rain npon
the mown grass." In Nature we know what a glad sound is the
abundance of rain after a long season of drought. How the earth
drinks in the beautiful showers; how the thirsty vegetation gladly
opens her mouth to receive the rain from heaven; how the parched
land becomes a pool; and all Nature sings for joy. Redemption, long
expected, had left the waiting remnant like "mown grass." One
after another the expectant saints, from righteous Abel onwards, had
looked for, waited for, and longed for God's salvation. "These all
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afat off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and con·
fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims upon the earth." But in
the fulness of time-in God's appointed time-Jesus came. "God
sent forth His Son," and the Son said, "Here am I; send Me." He
became Jehovah's willing servant, the sent-forth One. It takes the
Lord no tinle when He wills to work and rises to fulfil His Word.
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. ,Thus Jesus " came down as rain upon the mown grass." He came
to bless us. He came to redeem us, to revive us, and restore what
sin had taken away. He came to redeem us from under the law where
we lay and whence we could in no wise lift ourselves. He came" not
to destroy but to fulfil." He came to enrich the poor, to gladden
the hearts of the" slain," and to put the new song of redemption into
our mouths.
And Jesus is always the Coming One to His redeemed saints. We
are often in our low places; often "cast down"; often weary,
parched, and thirsty, and longing for the times of refreshing, the
hope of yet another occasion for praising " Him Who is the health
of our countenance and our God." And He never disappoints. He
never delays a single moment beyond the set time to deliver His
captive people. He will come down as rain upon your mown grass,
beloved. God's mornings are God's delivering times; and you will
prove Him true again and again. Meanwhile, if it is a time in your
soul of the King's mowings, may faith cast herself upon the Faithful
Promiser. Faith has .a rich Treasury; she has a costly Inventory
as she finds "all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him
Amen, unto the glory of God by ns." And she looks upon them,
"considers them," as says Hervey, "as freely made to supply our
wants, and rests upon the Lord's faithfulness to fulfil them; and when
a promise is fulfilled, adores the mercy, and glorifies the Lord for it.
In this way, and this only, He gains some heavy rent of praise. Such
free deliverance wins the heart, and binds it to the Lord, and makes
obedience cheerful. Prayer of faith, exercised with perseverance,
surely brings deliverance; if not immediately, yet at a proper season;
and till deliverance comes, the mind is stayed on God and kept in perfect
peace. Faith picks the thorns out of the flesh, and takes the rankling
pain away, before the wound is healed."
Oh! seek the grace of quiet and silent waiting, beloved chiid of
God. The believing one, however sharp his exercise, need never
" make haste." He has a strong and a delivering God, Who is 1001.cing
on, knows all, and will in His own time arise to his help and succour
and'deliverance. Haste ill becomes the saints whose trust is in that
Name which brings strong "confidence and quietness." Fretfulness
and peevishness are ill consistent in those who have constantly proved
and "tasted" in the past that "the Lord is gracious." May faith
exhort us, may grace encourage our hearts, so that however low we
are lying at this time thinking that as " mown grass" we are only fit
fuel for the fire-may, I say, grace encourage us in the Lord of our
life Who " in two days will revive us: in the third day He will raise
us up, and we shall live .in His sight." It is when they are in their
low places that Satan seeks to gain advantage over the children of
God. But there is no ground for fear. The Lord will appear sooner
or later to His people's "joy," and whilst their faces shall not be
ashamed, the enemy of souls shall be. Wait on, beloved; wait only
upon your God; and wait hopefully, prayerfully, expectantly. "The
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Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid 1 "

~

the Lord is

.. Why thus give way to fear,
Thus mournfully complain,
When all thou art thy Saviour knows,
And all He is is thine?
.. Thou canst not have a want
Which Jesus cannot meet;
The needy find all heaven their own,
When waiting at His feet.
U

His arm is full of power,

HiB bosom bounds with love,
And all He was when here, He
Upon His throne above.
H

IS

So trusting in His gra.ce,

He will not say thee nay;
He hates above all things, He says,
He hates to put away .
.. Whatever be thy case,
Go and present thy plea,
He never yet sent one away,

-'

He'll not begin with thee.
.. Jesus, Thou Lamb of God,
Accept our feeble praise,
And help us now aud evermore
To trust Thy glorious grace."

Once more, beloved reader; "He shall come down like rain upon
the mown grass: as showers that water the earth." Methinks I
hear Him saying, "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself."
"He That shall come will come." He Who came to redeem, is coming
again to receive His own. Is not His inheritance weary ~ Has not
the Church "waited long her absent Lord to see" ~ Me we not
nearer that day" than when we first believed "~ Me not the" signs"
thickening around us ~ and is not the Bride making herself ready
for her coming Husband 1 IAre not weary, way-worn, travel-stained
witnesses longing to cast aside their shackles, and in anticipation
lifting up their heads, knowing that their "redemption draweth
nigh"! "In a moment" what a change there will be! What a
glad, a glorious surprise! It will have been worth all the ages of
waiting; worth all the weariness, lthe loneliness, the mowings, the
afflictions, the sufferings. All will be forgotten in "the twinkling of
an eye" at the first sight of Him, when in that moment, and onwards
through the eternal ages, the saints will be "satisfied."
"Faith waiteth and is patient,
It hears the voiee, 'Be still,'
And it is still; for, sure a.s sunrise, comes,

Though with slow march, the Promise of the ages."

R.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. J. M. SANGAR, RA.
WE are particularly glad to present our readers who were present at thf
late Clifton Conference with a PORTRAIT of the Rev. J. M. SANGAR, RA.,
a time-honoured friend of the past fifty years. Mr. SANGAR was born
at Bristol. He entered the University of Cambridge-at Gonvilll'
and Caius College-and graduated in 1856. He has had a wide experience as a Preacher-and has faithfuIIy for upwards of fifty years stood
an outspoken witness to the Truth of GOD. Those who heard Mr.
SANGAR at the recent Conference at Clifton will retain a vivid recollection of his gracious and scholarly ability and gifts. For the past
fifteen years he has held the Rectory of Elworthy, in Somersetshire ;
and has published various Sermons, remarkable for their faithful and
outspoken Protestantism and distinctive Evangelicalism. Amongst
Mr. SANGAR'S Sermons, the following are titles of discourses :-The
Redeemed: Who are They? Published in 1878. Episcopal Perfidy,
1883. No Surrender of Our Protestant Rights, 1897. A Violated
Coronation Oath. At Bath, 1898. Old Paths and New: Thoughts on
the C.M.S. Centenary. 1898. And various other sterling Protestant
Publications.

" RICHES."
" The unsearchable riches of Christ."-EpH. iii. 8.

THE diver plunges in the vasty deep,
And brings up here a pearl, there gems, or gold,
Sav'd from some wreckage, treasure manifold:
But how much more the mighty waters keep
Hid in their secret caves! where none may peep,
Not e'en the diver in his toil so bold.
Oh, who can tell what wealth the wide seas hold,
What stores unfathom'd 'neath their surgings sleep 1
So in the well profound of heav'nly grace
Laid up in Christ our Lord, poor sinful men
Of ev'ry age and clime have div'd, and brought
New treasures up; but still its depths embrace
" Riches unsearchable" beyond our ken,
Mercy's exhaustless store, surpassing thought.

J. E. P.
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HIS LAST WORDS.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
FEBRUARY 2ND, 1913.
" These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tr-ibulation: but be of good cheer.. I have
overcome the world. "-JOHN xvi. 33.
THESE are the last words of the Lord Jesus to His disciples, spoken
to them just before He was delivered up to wicked men to be crucified
and slain. How blessed, dear friends, is this pronouncement from
the lips that never lied, from the lips that ever spake the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
We can picture to ourselves the little company of true disciples
that were gathered around their Master at this time, not entering into
the full depths of the meaning of the words He had just enunciated.
But, dear friends, He spake the truth in season to them as they were
able to bear it, here a little and there a little, that His Father niight be
glorified by His testimony. Do we at all appreciate as hearers of this
word, the enormous responsibility with which Jesus brake silence ~
"These things" Jesus spake, Who spake as never man spake. He
always chose His words with a sense of responsibility to His Father,
and He always glorified Hinr by them. "These things" He;had been
uttering which are recorded in three consecutive chapters. How
wonderful are the discourses of the Lard Jesus! None ever spake
like Him! I ask you to consider this verse, standing, as it does,
alone. His words were always weighty, and on this occasion they were
specially weighty. He Himself weighed them over, He pondered
them well, He spake advisedly as ever before. How we need to honour
Him in these utterances! How we need keep silence before Him!
He was about to finish His work; His sacrifice of Himself was almost
completed, for the salvation of those sinful men whom He loved
redeemingly, whom He loved specially, whom He loved definitelyonly them. This" peculiar people" were given to Him by the Father
Who loved them peculiarly, loved them dearly. These are they
whom Jesus loved and received at His Father's hands; they were the
Covenant gift of His Father. These are they for whom God the Son,
together with the two other Persons of the Trinity, God the Father
and God the Holy Ghost, agreed to do all things necessary according
to the Divine purposes to perfect the Covenant ordered in all things
and sure, that Covenant which should glorify the Father in the salvation of His chosen people. Do we realize this Covenant ~ I seldom
hear it preached-men seem to have given up alluding to it. I rarely
hear of this everlasting Covenant which is all the salvation and all the
desire of His peculiar people. Let us be satisfied to stand alone if
needs be, in believing in this Covenant. May we, by grace, never be
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ashamed of the mention of this everlasting Covenant which glorifies
God in the smallest observance of it-which so glorifies Jesus.
It was as the Redeemer that He spoke these words. "These things
I have spoken unto you" ---definitely, and He never recalled one word
He had spoken to His disciples. May we ever be kept from the fear
of man in uttering and maintaining these things in His Name. Jesus
did not speak anything and apologize for it. Do you remember one
i.nstance of Jesus making any apology to man for any word He uttered ~
That could not be. He glorified God by speaking the whole truth and
nothing but the truth; He had nothing to apologize for. He ever
spake the truth whether man heard or cared not to hear. It was at
their peril they heard, for Jesus said the holy words that He had
spoken should judge them in the last great day. And He is waiting
now that day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed and all
things shall be known. "These things I have spoken unto you."
"I have kept nothing back for fear, or frown, or condemnation of
man." He is the" Yea" and the" Amen," He speaks the truth and
it abideth, and glorifies His Father in every utterance of His blessed
mouth. "That in Me ye might have peace "-that is why the Lord
.T esllS came from His Father's glorious heaven. He left His Father's
side where He had been in a previous eternity, where He was equal
with His Father in authority-that in Him alone we "might have
peace." Jesus came speaking peace by the blood He shed. Do you
believe in Him alone ~ Do you find Him precious in all the things He
suffered and said 1 And J esllS it was Who after He had shed His
precious blood to secure peace for His redeemed people, rose from the
dead the Redeemer, the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether'
Lovely One, the First and the Last, none to compare or dispute with
Him~Him first, Him last, Him midst, and without end-the Blessed
One. "I came from heaven that ye might have peace. I left My
Father's side and all the glory-I left it all by the love I bare Jlfy
people. Such was the transcending love I bare them whom my Father
chose for Me before the foundation of the world and presented to Mc."
"In the world ye shall have tribulation." This the Lord Jesus
faithfully pointed out to His dear people, although they were a people
redeemed wi.th His own most precious blood. He is not ashamed of
them; they are a beloved people and He says to them, "Be of good
cheer, I have a secret that I have brought from heaven itself," and
this is the secret which the Lord imparted to His disciples for all time:
"I have overcome the world." This is the secret of Jesus! Do not
be ashamed of it; it is the power of God unto salvation. He is' not
ashamed of it or of the people concel'lling whom He speaks it. Do
not think Jesus is ashamed in any sense of His blood-bought people,
they arc too beautiful. He has made them so through His precious
blood. Oh, how He loves! Oh, the perfection of His love, the su;tability of His love when His people, always needy, arc specially needy.
" I have overcome the world-I came for that purpose-I can say
, It is finished.' I have dismissed the spirit-the spirit of the Man
IQ
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Christ Jesus-I have bowed My head in the article of death." Oh,
dear friends, He really died-died a pell,al death. Can you say this
by faith, for yourselves, dear children of God: "He loved me and
gave Himself for me "-not for someone else-" for me." How true
it is, Lord Jesus, Thou hast overcome the world! Thou hast mastered
it. 'Thou hast mastered its power to convince of sin one blood,bought
sinner. Christ has made an end of sin. He teaches us by His holy
Word, and He has brought in everlasting righteousness. He is not
ashamed to proclaim the price He paid for His people. They are a
dear people in more senses than one, they cost Him His precious blood,
every drop of it. Oh, what a people! A blood,bought people, eternally
loved by God the Son and made the recipients of His finished salvation.
He saveth to the uttermost them that come unto God by Him. "I
have overcome the world." But you, dear children of God, must
fight against the world. You must war a deadly warfare against the
prince of darkness, the god of this world, You must make no terms
with him; to the end you must fight and give a faithful account of
yourselves as the soldiers of Jesus Christ. And Jesus having loved
His own which were in the world loved them unto the end-to the
article of death itself, a penal death, the death of a sinner, a guilty
sinner, deserving of hell and its worst. How marvellous is this salvation! How great is this salvation! How worthy of God is this
salvation! And He is satisfied with this salvation. Dear friends,
are we all satisfied with it ~ The Lord Jesus is eternally satisfied with
it. for He is of one mind and none can turn Him. Mark well the language of Scripture, "Having loved His own, He loved them to the
end."
" That in Me ye might have peace." There is no room to question
it or to doubt it at all; peace to the end, peace to the end of
that which is not to end-never to end. God, having blotted out
the sins and iniqnities of His children, everyone of them, in the
precious blood of Jesus, maintains their cause in righteousnessunto the righteous end. Live by faith, dear children of God, on these
truths from which God will never turn. "These things I have spoken
unto you, that in Me ye might have peace" with God, perfect peace,
peace for all time, amidst its changing scenes, Whatever man may
say or do the child of God has still this security, that God will never turn
from His Word and promise that in Him he shall have peace, Oh, such
peace, the peace of God, the same peace in which God Himself reigns,
the same peace in which He rules, in which He lives and administers
to His dear people; a royal peace, an, eternal peace which passeth all
understanding; God's peace-bought at such a price, by such a
Saviour and Redeemer, for such sinners!
Jesus now was very near the consummation of His salvation, as
we have said, and this verse is peculiarly solemn, as being the last
words Jesus addressed to His disciples before entering Gethsemane.
You see chap. xvii. which succeeds, is that which records the prayer
of the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane, and you notice the words in your
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Bibles with which that chapter opens. "These words spake Jesus,
and lifted np His eyes to heaven"; or as it is in the Greek, "into
heaven." He could see into heaven; He was God, nothing could be
hidden from Him. He h'lleW the glories that awaited Him and He
consummated by His death the work of redemption He would soon now
place in His Father's hands. He saw into heaven; He saw through
the clouds, and the firmament, through all the stupendous creation
of God's works on high, He saw them just as small details. He looked
past them into heaven and said, "Father," audibly said" Father."
Oh, what a voice! The voice that commanded the universe and all
its contents thus addressed the Father. "Father, the hour is come,"
the hour of consummation when the Son of Man shall die the death,
when the Son of God shall honour Thy broken law and glorify Thee.
"Glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: as Thou
hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life
to as many as Thou hast given Him "-not more, not one more, but
no fewer-" as many." Oh, how faithful is the Lord Jesus in keeping
an account and reckoning with His Father. "I have given Myself
the ransom, the price which the Father has purposed for these the
objects of His love and My redemption." Yes, dear friends, these
were the transactions on which the Lord Jesus was engaged, and
then He bowed His blessed head and dismissed the spirit. Oh, He
paid the price, the full price, not more, not less. He paid the debt
in particular of each one in that multitude innumerable, His own
elect people. He kept nothing back, He paid the price to the last
unutterable penny, and His Father accepted Him in justice, and
justified His blessed Son when He raised Him from the dead and
commanded Him to sit down at His right hand on high in the heaven
of heavens.
Oh, I was going to say if there were a higher heaven than
that we believe by faith to be-Jesus would have had that! But
the Father gave Him the highest seat at His right hand. Think of a
precious soul, paid for by such a Saviour! Oh, the price of an immortal
soul----{lan we conceive it 1 We have each a soul; have we estimated
its value 1 Jesus spoke of that amongst the many solemn things
He spoke of; He said, "What shall a man give in exchange for his
soul 1 " No man can redeem his own, soul, he cannot redeem his
brother's soul, as the Psalmist says, "he must let that alone for ever";
" it cost more to redeem" a soul than can ever be testified to or estimated!
The redemption of the soul is precious; it was obtained by such a
Saviour, for such sinners, at such a price, paid and paid in full! There
was no abatement of the price for Him, there was no remission of the
debt for Him, there was no consideration of parties, and their status
respectively! No! all was exacted in justice and paid for in justice.
Oh, is this your hope for the coming eternity, your sole hope, that
" Jesus died, and died jar me 1" "Jesus did it, did it all for meeven me

~
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May the Lord add His blessing to His Word, for Jesus Christ His
dear Son's sake.
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THE ELECT OF GOD-CHOSEN VESSELS OF SALVATION,
FILLED WITH THE OIL OF GRACE.
A

SERMON PREACHED IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, BY THE
REV. JOHN GILL, D.D.

" And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto he,.
son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a
vessel more. And the oil stayed."-2 KINGS iv. 6.
(Concluded frol1l page 96.)

THE prophets of old were also anointed with oil, to point them out
as persons intended for that office: and our Lord Jesus Christ was
anointed for that purpose, according to Isaiah hi. 1: "The Spirit
of the Lord God is upon Me: because the Lord hath anointed Me to
preach good tidings to the meek." So all the Lord's people are, by
the grace of the Spirit, made, in some sense, prophets; for that
anointing which they receive" teaches them all things." The people
of God not only learn much by reading the Word of God, and hearing it
preached by the ministers thereof; but also by theiT own experience.
Those who have received the grace of God, have a witness in themselves
to the truth of what they read and hear; and thereby are qualified,
in some sort, to teach others, by conference and conversation.
Moreover, as kings were anointed with oil; so our Lord Jesus
Christ is for the same reason called the Messiah, or the Anointed One:
" I have set [or anointed] My King over My holy hill of Sion." So
all the saints are made kings, as well as prophets. They are all
anointed, by the grace of God, as kiugs. And this grace reigns in
them, "through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus ChTist our
Lord." Thus, in allusion to the holy anointing oil, the grace of God
is frequently expressed by the word" oil."
So it may also, in allusion to oil in common; which is of a very
refreshing delightful nature. Hence it was made use of in ancient
times, and in the eastern countries more especially, for the refreshment
of travellers after their journey, and for the pleasure of guests at a
feast: to the latter of which David alludes, when he says, " Thou
anointest my head with oil: my cup runneth over." So the disciples
of Christ enjoy the grace of God, with spiritual pleasure and delight.
Jehovah fills them with joy and peace in believing; for which reason
the grace of God is sometimes called" the oil of joy" that is given for
mourning. Oil was made use of to beautify persons; as Esther and
others made use of the oil of myrrh: so grace makes beautiful. It
made the human nature of Christ beautiful: hence it is said, " Thou
art fairer than the children of men." How came He to be so, as a
man 1 why it follows, " Grace is poured into Thy lips." Grace withont
measure bestowed upon Him, made Him fairer than all the sons of
men. And in proportion as it is bestowed upon any of the sons of
Adam, it makes them beautiful. The King's daughters are all fair;
they appear in the beauty of holiness..1..Grace, like oil, is of a fattening
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nature. Those who are partakers of it, in the exercise thereof, become
" fat and flourishing": fruitful in the house of the Lord our God.
Oil is of a suppling and healing nature. Hence, where it is observed
of the people of Israel, that" the whole head is sick, and the whole
heart is faint"; it is added, "They have not been closed, neither
bound up. neither mollified with ointment," or oil. So the man that
had fallen into the hands of thieves, the Samaritan that found him,
"poured oil and wine into his wounds," for the healing of them.
Grace, and particularly pardoning grace, is of this nature, so that the
inhabitants of Sion, who are partakers thereof, have no reason to say,
"I am sick; for the people that dwell therein are forgiven their
iniquities." Once more, oil is of such a nature that it will not mix
with any other liquids, neither will grace mix with the corruption of
our nature. Though grace and sin dwell in the same heart, they will
not mix together; they will continue and appear to be distinct principles. The one is called " the law in the members"; the other, the
law of the mind. The one, "the old man"; the other, "the new
man, which after God is created in righteousness and trne holiness:'
The one is called" the flesh," and the other is called" the spirit," and
these two" are contrary the one to the other, so that a man cannot do
the thing that he would." I proceed 110Wn. To observe, that the empty vessels into which this oil of grace
is put, are no other than the elect of God, who, iu themselves, are like
empty vessels. They are often called vessels, with different epithets,
though expressive of the same thing. Sometimes," chosen vessels" ;
so Paul is said to be "a chosen vessel, to bear the name of Christ,"
that is, the Gospel. He was chosen, indeed, to something higher than
saints in common: chosen to be an apostle, to have extraordinary
gifts, and to do extraordinary work; but all the saints are in a sense
chosen vessels also; chosen to enjoy grace here, and glory hereafter.
In consequence of this choice they are, sooner or later, filled with the
grace of God. For "as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed"; they had the grace of God bestowed upon them, which is
called "the faith of God's elect." And they are not only chosen to
that grace, but to all others. They are chosen to holiness in general;
to "sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth." These are
ensured unto them by their being chosen, and they most certainly
partake thereof, in order to enjoy eternal happiness. They are also
called "vessels of mercy, afore prepared unto glory." Vessels of
mercy, UQt that they deserve the mercy of God more than others;
for they are in no wise better than others, being all under sin. But
they are vessels of mercy, through the sovereign goodwill of God to
them; Who" will have mercy on whom He will have mercy." They
are vessels filled with the mercy of God, in regeneration: when they,
who had not obtained mercy, openly and visibly obtain mercy. The
mercy of God is iu a manifest way displayed in their regeneration
and conversion. "God, Who is rich in mercy, for the great love
wherewith He loved" them, quickens them when dead in trespasses
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and sins; and, "according to His abundant mercy, begets them
again to a lively hope" of a glorious inheritance: Likewise, through
the grace of God bestowed upou them in conversion, they become
"vessels meet for their Master's use," as the Apostle expresses it.
Now men, in a state of unregeneracy, are unmeet for every good work;
but when persons are called by the grace of God, they are ready to
every good work. They only are able and sufficient persons for that
purpose, being created in Christ Jesus unto good works; having the
Spirit of God bestowed upon them, to enable them to walk in the ways
of the Lord, and to keep His statutes, and do them.
Some vessels are of a larger, and some of smaller size; but all are
sooner or later filled. Some are strong in faith, and have a larger
measure of that grace than others: some are weak in faith, and have a
less degree of it. Some are new-born babes, some are young men, and
some fathers in Christ; but all in their natural state were empty vessels;
had nothing good in them. "Vain man," says Zophar, or, as it may
be rendered, EMPTY man, "would be wise, though he was born like
the wild ass's colt." It is said of the house of unclean spirits, that
when the man returned into it, he "found it empty, swept, and
garnished." This is the Case even with external professors, outwardly
righteous men, who are destitute of the grace of God. For, however
they maybe garnished with some external performances, or outward
professions, they are empty of the grace of God. Indeed, the elect
of God, while in a state of unregeneracy, are "without Christ and
without God in the world." They are destitute of the image of God,
in which our first parents were formed. God made man after His
own image, and in His likeness; but that image is greatly defaced,
and obliterated. "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God"; which lay chiefly in righteousness, and holiness. "God made
man upright; but he hath sought out many inventions. There is
none righteous, no not one." Man hath nothing that deserves the
name of righteousness, that will stand him in any stead to justify
him in the sight of God. He is empty of righteousness, and full of
all unrighteousness. He is empty of all that is good: for, if the
Apostle says of himself, that in him, that is, in his flesh, dwells no
good thing, how can it be thought that there should be any good
thing in an unregenerate man 1 He is destitute of the fear of God; it
is neither before his eyes, nor in his heart. As Abraham said of a
certain town, "Surely the fear of God is not in this place"; so it
may be said of every unregenerate man's heart, The fear of God is not
in it. Carnal men are empty of the true knowledge of God; without
any knowledge of Him, especially as He is revealed in Christ Jesus.
" There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after
God." So far from it, that the language of their soul is, "Depart
from us, we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways."
They are without Christ; and empty of the knowledge of Him :
of faith in Him, of love to Him; and so of the Spirit, and His various
graces. "Sensual, not having the Spirit." This now is the real

The Gospel Magazine

151

condition of all men naturally. They are empty vessels, not having
the .grace of God, in them:
Now, in conversion, the Lord's people are made to see, that they
are tJJ.ese empty creatures; and as such they come to ChriSt, and to
His fulness to be filled from thence. No others, indeed, can receive
out ol His fulness; for if they are "full," what can they receive from
Christ"? Paul, when addressing some vain, conceited profeSsors in
the Church at -Corinth, says: "Ye are full, ye are rich"; like the
Laodicean members, who thought they were rich, and increased in
goods, &nd stood in need of nothing, when they "were poor, and
wretched, and miserable, and blind, and naked." Now let such
persons come to Christ, what does it signify? They are so full, they
can receive nothing from Him; and they are sent away empty as
they come. "The rich He hath sent empty away." They came
rich in their own conceit, and go away empty; but sensible souls,
who see their emptiness of the grace of God, and the need they stand
in of coming to Christ, are filled. "He filleth the hungry with good
things."
Ill. I &m to take some notice of the vessels being filled. We have
compared the oil to the grace of God, and the empty vessels to the
chosen vl!!lsels of salvation. Now let us inquire when they may be
said to be full vessels? I answer, when they are "filled with the
Holy Ghost," as some persons in Scripture are said to be. The first
Churches were ordered to look out such men for deacons. (Acts vi.
3.) And Stephen, one of them, is said to be (Acts vii. 55). The same
is said of Peter and others, which, as it relates to them, denotes that
they had superior gifts of the Spirit, whereby they were capable of
defending the truth against opposers, with boldness, courage, and
intrepidity of mind; and as at that time the Church consisted of all
nations, who spake different languages, so they were filled with the
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, especially that of speaking with
divers tongues, But while some have been filled with the gifts and
graces of the Spirit in an extraordinary way, others have been so
in an ordinary way, as common believers: and who may be said to
be so when the love of God is shed abroad in their hearts by the Spirit;
when they are full of joy and peace in believing, and are filled with
the knowledge of the will of God in Christ, in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding. In a word, then may the chosen vessels of salvation
be said to be filled, when they have received so much grace from
Christ (in Whom the fulness of it dwells) as shall make them meet for
heaven; for out of His fulness they do receive grace in this life, in
order to the perfection of grace, or glory, in the other.
IV. When all the vessels of salvation are thus filled, then will cease
to flow the communications of grace, and not till then. Grace has
been Illnning ever since the fall of Adam, It has been flowing from
the beginning of time, before the Flood, and since the Flood; and how
many millions of vessels have been filled since grace began to be poured
out! It is still flowing; and every vessel of mercy shall be sooner or
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later filled. Grace will continue to be dispensed till the last chose"
vessel is called and filled. And then (to refer to the language of
the Prophet), when the head stone is brought forth there will be general
shoutings, crying, Grace, Grace, unto it.
On the whole, you have, related in the text and context, a most
surprising fact. A miracle is wrought for the supply of a prophet's
widow and her family. We hence see what notice God takes of th~
families of His prophets. Let widows be encouraged, and prophets'
widows especially, to trust in the Lord, and to leave their f.thcrlcss
children with Him. Let it be an instruction to us all to pay m attention to such persons and their families. We are to imitate God, and
though we cannot work miracles, yet we are "to do good and to
communicate, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
THE TEMI'LE OF SOLOMON.
THE Temple of Solomou is full of typical teaching. The structure
. itself, and the materials used-stone, wood, iron, brass, silver, gold,
and precious stones-together with the various processes of preparation, all speak of the atoning work of Christ, of His Diyinity and
humanity, of His Person, and His offices. They further remind us
that His people also have their part in the spiritual house not made
with hands, which God Himself' is building. As the visible Temple
was built of earthly materials, so the spiritual Temple is composed of
redeemed sinners, who arc privileged to be " labourers together with
God," and to bring their offerings of " gold, silver, and precious stones,"
to adorn the invisible house, eternal in the heavens.
The Foundation. "Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16): "The stone which the builders refused
is become the head stone of the coruer" (Ps. cxviii. 22): "This is
the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become
the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved" (Acts iv. 11, 12): "For other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11). The
whole Church of God collectively, and every member individually,
rest entirely on Christ as the foundation. He is the Beginning and
the Ending, the Author and Finisher of faith, the First and the Last,
the Foundation and the Headstone. " Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief corner stone; ill Whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 20-22).
The Stone has its message of strength, stability, changelessness.
Stone buildings stand for ages, defying storm and decay. So is Christ
strong, unchangeable, eternal. "I am the Lord, I change not"
(Mal. iii. 6): "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever" (Heb. xiii. 8). The Wood hints at our Lord's human nature,
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capable of suffering and death; while the Gold with which the wood
was overlaid, is typical of His Divine nature, and perfect flawless
holiness. Precious Stones suggest the Father's great love for His Son,
and also the Son's costly offering, the double gift freely bestowed for
the _redemption of guilty man (John m. 16; Gal. i. 4).
The Veil, again, is a type of "His flesh" (Heb. x. 20).. It was made
of fine lineu (denoting Divine righteousness) wrought with blue (for
love), purple (for royalty), and scarlet (redeemi'lg blood) (2 Chron. m.
14). This veil was" rent in twain from the top to the bottom" when
our Saviour "finished" the work given Him to do; thus, by His
own blood, giving us free access to our reconciled God (Heb. ix. 12;
x. 20-22).
Other aspects of Christ's work are plainly shadowed by the Altar
of Burnt Offering; the Laver of Regeneration; the Candlestick;
. the Table of Shewbread; the Altar of Incense; and the Ark of the
Covenant. But we pass on to trace similitudes as to th.e believer
himself, and the manner of his preparation for a place in the Temple
of his God.
The gifts of the king and the people tell us that the Lord graciously
takes His servants into partnership with Himself, that they and their
gifts may be consecrated for His holy use (1 Cill·on. xxix. 1-9). The
needful training and discipline are aptly depicted by the sawing,
hewing, planing, carving, nailing, melting, casting, etc., which formed
a great part of the bnilding operations. "Ye also, as lively stones,
are built up, a spiritual house" (1 Pet. ii. 5). "They brought great
stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the
house" (1 Kings v. 17): "Stone made ready" (vi. 7). Stones
" quarried out 'of the earth," to show their sinful origin (Isa. li. 1), and
yet withal prepared, polished, placed each in the right spot. " Send
me also cedar trees, fir trees, and algum trees . . . even to prepare
me timber" (2 Chron. ii. 8, 9). The beams, and planks, and various
fittings of wood were used for the inner parts of the house; ,and
speak of saints whose work is just as needful as "the stone." The
wood also must be sawed, planed, carved, and nailed.
The Iron, Brass, and Si1JVer sound a sterner note, and tell ns plainly
of furnace-work; of melting and purifying in the glowing heat of
fiery trial; of cold iron becoming red-hot; of the refining- process
nntil the image of th.e refiner is distinctly reflected. The sufferings
of the saints are seen in this figure, and their patience in many a longcontinued test. "For Thon, 0 God, hast proved us; Thou hast
tried us, as silver is tried" (Ps. !xvi. 10); "Behold, I have refined
thee, but not with silver; I have chosen· thee in the furnace of affliction" (Isa. xlvm. 10); "And I will bring the third part through the
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold
is tried" (Zech. xiii. 9). "That the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found lltltO praise and honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. i. 6, 7). The Precious Stones, adorning the
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walls and foundations, continue this thought, as they evidently suggest
those who have loved, laboured, and sacrificed most in the Master's
service-Apostles, prophets, martyrs, missionaries, with all those
who have truly left all for His name's sake, gladly facing privation,
persecution, and peril, and hazarding their lives, if only they might
follow their Lord (1 Pet. iv. 13; v. 1; 2 Cor. i. 5-7; vi. 4-10;
Heb. xi. 32-39).
" They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I
make up My jewels" (Mal. iii. 17). "If any man build upon this
foundation gold, silver, precious stones . . . every man's work shall
be made manifest" (1 Cor. iii. 12, 13). "And the wall of the city
had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb"; "And the foundations of the wall of the city were
garnished with all manner of precious stones" (Rev. xxi. 14-21).
There is a marked and solemn contrast between the work of some
believers, and that of others, in 1 Cor. iii. 9-17. Gold, silver, precious
stones, on the one hand; and wood, hay, stubble, on the other. The
former is the work of God's grace wrought out in the hearts and lives
of His faithful servants; the latter is the fruit of fleshly energy and
self-will. The work is to be tested by fire, and that only which will
stand the test will "abide." The spurious work will be burnt, and
the worker will " suffer loss." He himself will be saved, for salvation
is " not of works, lest any man should boast." He will be saved by
Christ alone, but his "wood, hay and stubble" will be consumed.
We need to search our work, our motives, and desires, praying for the
Spirit's teaching that we may discern between" gold, silver, precious
stones," and" wood, hay, stubble."
Yet one more thought. The house was overlaid with gold. Do we
not catch a glimpse here of the Divine perfection covering all the flaws
and failures of the saints themselves and of their work 1 There is
iniquity in our holy things, and it needs to be covered. There is sin
mingled with all our service, and it needs to be "blotted out." And
thus the Lord uses our poor imperfect labour, and then overlays all
with His own fine gold. Oh, the wonder of it! that we should be
built into the Temple-that we should bring even an iron nail for
the house that is "exceeding maguifical"! "The Palace" built
"not for man, but for the Lord God"! (1 Chron. xxii. 5; xxix. 1.)
In the twenty·eighth chapter of the First Book of Chronicles and
the twentieth verse, there is a precious word of encouragement for
even the very humblest builder of to-day: "The Lord God, even my
God, will be with thee; He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until
thou hast fiuished all the work for the service of the house of the
Lord." "Our sufficiency is of God." "The pattern" is of God,
the materials are His, the work is His. The Foundation was laid,
long ages ago, even before the foundation of the world. "And since
that time, even until now, hath it been in building, and yet it is not
finished" (Ezra v. 16).
Reepham, Norfolk.
HENRIETTA G. BOWER.
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OWN PURPOSE AND GRACE.
WHAT a blessed and comfortable truth it is that all things in time
" work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to His purpose"; but it is a truth which, in certain
circumstances in their lot on earth, is most difficult for them to realize
and to enjoy.
How frequently do these blessed and highly-favoured characters
find the way to the city of habitation to be a rough and thorny way,
" a hard and rugged way," a path where are much darkness, uncertainty,
perplexity, and crooked things not a few, all which engender in the
mind fears, discouragements, grief, and care, with secret murmurings
and repinings, with a deep conviction that the narrow way, the path·
way of life, is indeed throngh "a great and terrible wilderness."
One of these called ones according to His purpose al).d grace, was
Mr. Newton, who wrote :From Egypt lately freed,
By the Redeemer's grace,
A rough and thorny path we tread,
In hopes to see His face.
The promised land of peace
Faith keeps in constant view;
How different from the wilderness
We now are passing through I
U

U

U

Here griefs, and cares, and pains,

And fears distress us 80re;
But there eternal pleasure reigns,
And we shall weep no more."
Who that is in the way, who that has experience of the way, will
not acknowledge Mr. Newton to be a "scribe instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven," and a witness for God to the truth of these things.
On returning lately from a walk on a fine, crisp, frosty morning, we
laid our hand.on Cowper, and read his Winter Morning Walk, and were
much struck with that sublime thought given expression to in
the words:"The la.ndscape has his praise,

But not its Author. Unconcerned Who formed
The paradise he sees, he finds it such,
And such well·pleased to find it, asks no more.
Not so the mind that has been touched from heaven,
And in the school of sacred wisdom taught
To read His wonders, in Who.e thought the world,
Fair as it is,

exi8t~d

ere it 'Was.

11

The creation of the heavens and the earth, with everything comprised therein and relating thereto, existed, and that before time, in
the purpose, mind, and will of the Almighty Jehovah, the God of
wisdom, power, and goodness. And this creation was in order to carry
into effect an eternal purpose and a display of sovereign grace which
He purposed in Himself: "The purpose of Him Who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will " (Eph. i. 11).
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The truth, the fulness, the glory, and the oneness of Jehovah's
eternal purpose of the creation, redemption, and salvation of His
elect is borne witness to by Solomon in the Old Testament and by Paul
in the New Testament, under the gracious unction of the Holy Spirit
of truth. "I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was. When "there were no depths, I was brought forth;
when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: while as
yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part
of the dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was
there: when He set "a compass npon the face of the depth: when He
established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fowltains of
the deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should
not pass His co=andment: when He appointed the foundations of
the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth; and My delights were with the sons of
men" (Prov. viii. 23-31). " Unto me," said Paul, " who am less than
the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among
the Gentiles the wlsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, Who created all things by Jesus Christ:
to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
places might be known by the Church" the manifold wisdom of God,
according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord" (Eph. iii. 8-11).
"'Twas hid in God's eternal breast,

For all His sons in Jesus blest,
Whose mystic members from of old
Were in the Book of Life enrolled."-Ktmt.
Therefore, whether before the Flood or since, the distinctive features
of earth's landscape in the distribution, variety, and order of seas,
mountains, hills, valleys, rivers, and streams, were all known unto
God (Acts xv. 18), and as known and fore-viewed by Him were, as
Cowper beautifully expresses it, parts of His eternal purpose as it
respects His creation works. And if these inferior things were part of
lIis purpose as the Almighty Creator of all things, think you He has
not other things in all their subsequent order and variety in His same
eternal purpose, even things relating to the every-day life and experience
of everyone of those elect sons of men whom He saw in His foreknowledge of them, who had a place in the delight of His heart before He
laid the foundations of the earth 1
Did God give to the literal sea His decree that the waters should not
pass His co=andment, and did He not also purpose and decree concerning His dear people's wilderness pathway, concerning the voyage
of every vessel of mercy across the sea of time, and the various storms
and winds thereof 1 Is it not at His decree and of His eternal purpose
that He commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind which lifteth up
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the waves? And doth not His Covenant promise find its foundation
in, and spring from, the same purpose-His everlasting love of them
in Christ Jesus? "When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee_"
When He purposed and decreed rivers and streams to refresh the
weary traveller (Gen. xviii. 4) and quench the thirs~ of wild asses,
think you did He not as well purpose and decree sanctuary streams
and rivers of waters (Ps. Ixxiii. 17; Ixxxiv. 6; John iv. 14), together
with the times, necessities, and circumstances of them, wherein also
His Covenant love and faithfulness should appear and be magnified
in and by them? Did J ehovah, as Mr. Hart says, " make valleys sink
and mountains rise," and did He not also purpose and determine in
respect to all obstacles in the pathway of His dear people to " make
all His mountains a way"? Did He not also decree and purpose
every valley of humiliation they should come into, abide in, and come
out of, yea, even" the valley of the shadow of death," in life, and in
death?
Did He not purpose from of old that in their daily experience of the
sure mercies of David, His elect should prove that" In His hand are
the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also; "
that His Covenant excellence is over His Israel, and His strength in
the clouds that drop down rain upon them? Are these people tempted
at any time to put their trust in princes, or in the sons of men in whom
is no stay? Then they shall have to prove and acknowledge that
their" help cometh from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth."
Of Jesus in the days of His flesh it is said, " He must needs go through
Samaria." Why, but that the purpose of God might stand and be
made manifest as a purpose founded in electing grace, " not of works,"
but" of Him That calleth." Why" must" He also at another time
pass through Jericho, but in accordance with the same eternal plan
and purpose '1 Why should He say, "The things concerning Me have
an end," but that they had fallen out unto Him in the order of God's
eternal purpose, also spoken of as " works finished" from the foundation of the world ?
Now all the grace given to the Church, "grace to pardon crimson
sins and melt the hardest hearts," imputed righteousness, an atonement whereby all her sins and transgressions are done away with, all
needful grace to "persevere," were all given to her in the Person of
her glorious Divine Surety, Christ, before the world began. We
therefore conclude our remarks with the words of dear Mrs. Dutton :"Not Adam's fall the least could mar
Love's project laid so deep;
Christ was appointed to redeem
And save His own lost sheep,
" And safely bring them home again
By all the different ways
Infinite Wisdom did ordain,
Electing love to praise. "
Birlcenhead,
G. A.
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"TillS GOD IS OUR GOD."
recently the verse from which these words are taken was sent to
me by a dear aged Christian friend. The verse was further impressed
upon me by its occurrence in the Psalms for the day shortly afterwards;
arid as I mused upon the words "This God," I longed to share the
sweet God-given thoughts with my dear readers, and so am endeavouring by the Holy Spirit's aid to pass on some. of them.
" This God." It would be impossible to describe Him in countless
volumes of years' compiling, how much more is it impossible to do so
in a short paper. We can only refer to a very few descriptions of Him,
which are, however, great in their simple brevity. At the end we shall
but be able to say with Job: "Lo, these are parts of His ways: but
how little a portion is heard of Him ~ " (Job xxvi. 14.)
We will confine ourselves to brief outlines, as suggested in the Psalm
from which the words which head this article are taken, Psalm xlviii.
In it we find seven descriptions of Him, all of which are as balm to the
wounded spirit; wounded because of the sight of indwelling sin and
of forgetfulness of Him-" this God."
First, we see He is great. "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised" (v. 1). In another Psalm we have the same expression:
" Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is
unsearchable;" or as the Prayer Book version gives it, " there is no
end of His greatness." His wonderful works in creation proclaim His
greatness; the vastness of the earth and seas, the sun and moon and
glittering stars, besides the invisible creation of which we have no conception. His greatness is shown in His dealings with men: His'
supernatural deliverances of His chosen people in the past, and His
marvellous deliverances even now. His greatness is displayed most
of all in His infinitely distinguishing grace in the redemption of His
little flock from sin and its consequences--His "plenteous redemption" (Ps. cx:xx. 7), His " eternal redemption" (Heb. ix. 12), redemption by " the precious blood of Christ." Truly He is great and gracious
in all His ways; great in His Person, in His power, in His pardon, in
His patience, in His pity, in His purposes, in His preciousness. We
may well say, "There is no end of His greatness," for these are but
parts of His greatness.
Then we see also that though He is so great He is a refuge for His
people: "God is known in her palaces" (which are in His City, inhabited by His people) "for a refuge" (v. 3). We often have Him
described as a refuge. "The eternal God is thy refuge"; "A refuge
for the oppressed"; "A refuge in times of trouble"; "A strong
refuge"; "God is a refuge tor us "; "God is our refuge." And do
note, dear reader, the word known. He is not merely a refuge to which
we may have access, but "He is known iu her palaces for a refuge."
Have not we known Him ~ Has He not been to each of us a refuge in
distress ~ "Thou hast known my soul in adversities." And He is
known of me in times of trouble: "I know My sheep and am known
VERY
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of Mine." He is a habitation to which I may" continually resort " not at stated times only, such as men fix; not by legal forms of admission, as in this world. He is always " at home" to His dear people.
I may continually resort to Him, and if He has fixed anyone time more
than another it is in time of dire need. He says, " Call upon Me in the
day of trouble," and He assures also, "I will not fail thee."
A third description of Him is in verse 8: "God will establish it for
ever." His is not a merely temporary deliverance, just to meet the
needs of the present moment, but it is fixed, permanent. He will
establish it for ever. "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven."
" His mercy endureth for ever." "The counsel of the Lord standeth
for ever" (Ps. xxxiii. 11). His Covenant is everlasting. His is everlasting salvation, everlasting love. We who know Him, know how
very sweetly He establishes, settles, confirms; and it is soul-refreshing
to know He will establish for ever.
A fourth description of Him is in verse 9: "Thy lovingkindness."
What should we do if He were great only, a defence and ratifier only ~
All these are most comforting to the child of God, but the knowledge of
His lovingkindness sweetens all. "Thy marvellous lovingkindness,"
David calls it. "How excellent is Thy lovingkindness," he says in
another place. "Thy lovingkindness is better than life"; and,
again: "Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness." It is verily the
crown of His tender, strong, true, everlasting dealings. "They shall
understand the lovingkindness of the Lord" is a most precious assurance,
for it guarantees the perception of His love in strange guises sometimes, in deep waters, in rough places. Not always is His lovingkindness shown in outward prosperity. He" moves in 'a mysterious way His
wonders to perform," and He moves in a mysterious way His love to
show, very often. "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." "I will betroth
thee unto Me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies." When
tenderness and strength combine we get perfection of character, and
the Lord is great as well as loving, loving as well as great.
"He saw me ruined in the Fall,

Yet loved me notwithstanding all I
He sav'd me from my lost estate,
His lovingkindness, oh, how great! "

Another point brought out in the Psalm is in verse 10: "According
to Thy name, 0 God, so is Thy praise unto the ends of the earth." He
is renowned to the ends of the earth, and His name-comprehensive
as it is, and in many forms to suit the varying needs of His people-is
praised. They who are His people know it, and knowing believe in
Him. "They who know Thy name shall put their trust in Thee."
" A glorious name," we read in another part of Scripture; and again :
" Thy great name." In Cant. i. 3, we find : "Thy name is as ointment
poUl'ed forth," so healing is it. We know even from human affection

The Gospel Magazine

160

how the very name of one we love is as balm, snch delight have we in
that one's love and presence. The passage from Canticles suggests
also sweetness, as of perfume, ~ the words: "Because of the savour
of Thy good ointments Thy name is as ointment poured forth." The
very atmosphere is fragrant with His name; it diffuses sweetness all
round. "A name which is above every name"; above all others in
sweetness, in refreshing, in renown.
U

There is a name I love to hear,

I love to sing its worth:
It sounds like music in mine -ear.

The sweetest name on earth.
" Jesus I

The name I love so well,

The name I love to hear;
No saint on earth its worth can tell,

No heart conceive how dear.
"This name shall shed its fragrance still,
Along this thorny road;
Shall sweetly smooth the rugged hill
That leads me up to God."
In verse 10 we read: "Thy right hand is full of righteousness."
God's right hand is often mentioned, and is the expression of strength.
" 0 Thou That savest by Thy right hand them which put their trust in
Thee." "Thy right hand hath holden me np." "Save with Thy
right hand." In looking back the Psalmist said, "I will remember
the years of the right hand of the most High." It seems to have been
always the symbol of power. "Thy right hand shall save me." In
Cant. ii. 6, it is the strength of love: "His right hand doth embrace
me." But in the verse before us in Psalm xlviii., the complete salva·
t.ion and justification of the believer are assured: "Thy right hand is
jull of righteousness "-righteousness /01' and on His people. "Their
righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord" (Isa. liv. 17). "This is His
name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our righteousness "-a
name which is indeed full of fragrance to the sin-awakened creature,
so that when it has been sealed to the heart by the Holy Spirit, he
says, " My terrors all vanished before His sweet name." Filled with
rapture in the knowledge of complete salvation, he exclaims:
" Jehovah Tsidkenu is all things to me."
In connection with the words" Thy right band is full of righteousness," we may refer to Isa. xli. 10: "I will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness," which in other words, is Christ. "Christ
Jesus Who of God is made unto us righteousness." Then we have
that ever-increasingly wonderful verse: "For He hath made Him to
be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." So we find His right hand is indeed full of
righteousness, since Christ is in it. He is all in all that concerns His
beloved people, His" little flock." Before we leave the subject of His
right hand, do just glance at Rev. i. 17. The ascended glorified Saviour
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is described as laying His right hand upon His dear servant, saying,
" Fear not." Oh! that blessed tender strong nail-printed right hand,
wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities! By the
very action of laying it on His disciple He assured righteousness
fulfilled, and coufirmed it in the swcet voice which" spake as never
mau spake" the loving "Fear not." Truly His" right hand is /ttll
of righteousness."
Lastly, dear readers, in verse 14: "This God is our God "-yours and
mine. This description of Him is the most precious of all and the most
vital. "Our God "-not only the God of the patriarchs, the prophets,
and the saints through all the ages, who have been covered with the
robe of His righteousness, but our God also. This God Whom we have
been considering, the great God, the God of refuge, the God of establishing truth, the God of lovingkindness, Whose very name is fragrauce
and Whose right hand is full of righteousness-this God is our God.
The Psalmist seems to be exulting in the riches of the knowledge of
God and in the privileges of the citizens of God. He says, "Walk
about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark
ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the
generation following. For this God is our God for ever and ever."
Note, dear believer, the" ever and ever" and all that is comprised in it.
He is still the God of Old Testament and New Testament saints and of
all the Church down to the present, including our loved ones in Christ.
This God is our God along with all the "one family in heaven and on
earth," for ever and ever. We shall mingle all together by and by.
" This God is our God for ever: He will be our guide even unto
death." I have heard that the more norrect translation would be, over
death. And this is true. For His guidance is not to the waters, it is
through the waters; it is not to the rivers, but through the rivers; it is
not to the valley of the shadow of death, but through, with Him, to dwell
in the house of the Lord for ever. It may be He is even now winding
up all things, aud that we shall soou be caught up "together with
them" to be for ever with Him. In any case this God is our God for
ever and ever. We shall be with Him and He with us eternally. May
we daily rejoice in this glorious prospect, and live as pilgrims journeying
to the Better Country, to the City and Home of our King of glory.
"Hail to the Holy City,
The gathering·place of love,
The soul-desired CIty,
Jerusalem above.
Hail to the Holy City,
Seat of celestial calm,
The love-illumined City,
The City of the Lamb."
NETTlE.
FIERY trials make golden Christians.-Dyer.
THANKSGIVING is good, thanksliving is better.-P. Henry.
I I
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COMMUNINGS CONCERNING CHRIST.

" It is toward evening, and the day is far spent."-LuKE xxiv. 29.
SURELY 1 Kings x. and Luke xxiv. are well worth comparing: the
queen of Sheba holding converse with king Solomon, and the two
disciples holding converse with a "greater than Solomon." Each
has its appointed place in the Word of God. The Eastern queen's
visit follows the confirmation of the Covenant by J ehovah with
Solomon. "The Lord appeared to Solomon the second time as He
had appeared unto him at Gibeon," we are told in the previous chapter
(ix. 2). Let us notice one remarkable thing in the first appearing
as recorded in chapter iii. Then also" the Lord appeared to Solomon,"
but it was" in a dream by night" (v. 5). Thus Solomon really dreamed
the prayer that" pleased the Lord" (vv. 10-15). It stands alone!
It is the only "dream" prayer recorded in the Bible. The Lord
often spoke to His people "in a dream by night," but we have no
other account of an answer in a " dream."
We often sing:"When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heavenly thoughts supply."
But this is surely a stage higher in the Christian life. To have the
heart so attillled to prayer and the spirit so in touch and harmony
with the Lord, that even the very thonghts in sleep are prayer, is
better than enjoying prayer while enduring sleeplessness. We know
from personal experience that this can be so, and that Christians are
sometimes permitted the spirit of prayer and supplication in their
very sleep and dreams. The same thing has been observed by
onlookers while patients were under amesthetics. Prayers have been
nttered aloud during a state of unconscionsness, and the patient has
no recollection of having used the words which had been distinctly
heard by those present. How we long to live in such conscious,
constant, close communion with our God, that not only in our thoughts,
but also in our dreams, we shall lift our hearts to Him in earnest prayer
and praise.
But to return to 1 Kings x. and Luke xxiv. The queen's visit when
she communed with Solomon and he told her all, was preceded by
the ratification of the Covenant by J ehovah with His people. So in
Luke xxiv. when Cleopas and his companion "communed together"
and "Jesus HiIll8elf expounded to them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself," this was preceded by a special event.
It immediately followed the resurrection. That resurrection was a
far greater confirmation and ratification of the same Covenant. It
had been foretold and promised; now it was fulfilled. J ehovah had
kept His Word! That Word is still abiding, unfailing, and unalterable.
What God has said shall surely come to pass. He has promised peace
to His people-" The Lord will bless His people with peace." He
has promised life to His people-" Whosoever liveth and believeth in
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Me shall never die." He has promised to return for His people"I will come again and receive you unto Myself." Every promise,
be it present or future, will be fulfilled. What a glorious anticipation!
" She communed with him of all that was in her heart"; "Solomon
told her all" (vv. 2, 3). How well this illustrates the perfect oneness
between Christ and the Church; between the Bridegroom and the
Bride; between the Head and the Members of the Body. There is
nothing that we can or need try to hide from Jesus, our loved and
loving Lord. We may tell Him "all," all that is in our heart. All
our longings after holiness, all our longings for temporal blessings and
physical relief, all our longings for our loved ones. All our weariness,
all our weaknesses, all our worries. All our failures, all our disappointments, all our discouragements. All our sinfulness, all our trials,
aud all our temptations. All our earnest desires for our nearest and
dearest who are not openly His own; all our earnest desires for special
friends; all our earnest desire for ourselves, that we may be absolutely
controlled by His Spirit and may be transformed and conformed to
the image of His Son. Yes! we may " commune with Him" of all
the fuIness and burden of life, moment by moment.
And in the Lord's full response there is also an " all." As in Luke
xv. 31, the father says, "Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I
have is thine," so here we read, "Solomon told her all." But both
passages will have their consummation in glory, and not before. Then,
and not till then, " all" will be truly" told" between Christ and the
Church.
"She communed with him"; "They communed together and
reasoned"; "They talked together of all these things"; "Beginning
at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself" (Luke xxiv. 14, 15, 27).
" She communed with him of all that was in her heart "-" He told
her all" (1 Kings x. 23). "She heard concerning the name of the
Lord" (1 Kings x. 1); "He expounded . . . concerning Himself" ;
They spoke" concerning Jesus" (Luke =iv. 27, 19). Thus in each
case we have the mutual "communing," and in each the common
interest" concerning Himself." "The Lord" was the sum and secret
of Solomon's greatness, and the Lord" Himself" was the one great
interest of those two fellow-travellers.
It is so with the Church to-day. As there is absolute openness
between the Lord and His people, so there is marvellous unity between
the members of His body, all true believers. 1 Kings x. represents
the converse between the Redeemer and His redeemed ones; Luke
xxiv. represents the converse between the redeemed ones. And when
two of His servants"speak of Him, "Jesus Himself" draws near and
goes with them (v. 15). We may be very sure of His accompanying
presence, when "Jesus Himself" is the subject of our discourse.
The fact is recorded in heaven and the result is recorded in the Word.
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
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written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts,
in that day when I make up My jewels" (Mal. iii. 16, 17). "Then,"
for the first time, the Bride, His "special treasure" (margin) will
fully know the depths of love which bought and sought and taught her.
"King Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal
bounty" (1 Kings x. 13). And our King gives to us " all (our) desire,
whatsoever (we ask) " in His name and according to His will. "All
that I have is thine," He assures His children. But" beside" all
this, He has done much more! "Of His royal bounty," before we
asked or desired it, He "gave" His Son and provided life for us,
ready to be presented to us by His Spirit. What right" royal bounty"
to prepare thus for us who were by nature His enemies. How truly
we, His grace-saved ones, can echo the queen of Sheb,a's words and
say, "I believed not the words until I came" (v. 7). We too shall
say, "The half was not told me," when we enter into His visible
presence. "Happy" verily are the Lord's "servants" who have
this sure hope before them!
At first the eyes of the two disciples" were holden," and they" were
sad." Afterwards" their eyes were opened," and" they knew Him"
('I>v. 16, 17, 31). With blinded" holden,ieyes," and groping steps,
and" sad" hearts, we "knew Him not," until" Jesus Himself drew
near" and "opened" our eyes to see Divine' truths. Then we saw
and believed! "Holden" eyes involve sadness, "opened" eyes
recognize Him. Oh! to be enabled in our daily goings to keep our
eyes so perpetually" opened" that we "know Him" at every turn
in our life-journey, that we "know Him" in every discipline, that
we "know Him" in every joy. Whatever our trials and sorrows,
if we only " know Him" in them, our blindness and sadness will be
dispelled. But it must be "Jesus Himself" Who "draws near,"
" stands" in our "midst," and "speaks" to us. Saints and the
Virgin Mary can not act for Him; human ministers and human friends
can not take His place; forms of worship and helpful ordinances can
not suffice-it must be "Jesus Himself." And it will be only" Jesus
Himself" Who satisfies His people.
And" this same Jesus shall so come" as the disciples at His ascension " saw Him go." "The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
Without fear of separation we shall be with "Jesus Himself" for
ever. Then we shall realize the presence of Christ and our possessions
in Him. Then" all " will be " told" between Christ and the Church,
" all " will be revealed between the Bridegroom and the Bride. "And
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come."
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You remember the plea of the two disciples when" they constrained
Hipl. saying, Abide with us." They reasoned. "It is toward evening
and' the day is far spent." Verily we believe the reverse to be true
now, and can urge, " The night is far spent, the day is at hand" !
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THE

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FAITH AND SIGHT.
By THE LATE REV. DR. JOHN OWEN.
" WE walk" here" by faith, and not by sight" (2 Cor. v. 7); that is,
in the life of God, in our walking before Him, in the whole of our obedience therein, we are under the conduct and influence of faith, and not
of sight. Those are the two spiritual powers of our souls; by the one
we are made partakers of grace, holiness, and obedience in this life;
and by the other, of eternal blessedness and glory. Both these,
namely, faith and sight,-the one in this life, the other in that which is
to come,-·have the same immediate object. For they are the abilities
of the soul to go forth unto and to embrace their object. Now this
object of them both is the glory of Christ, as hath been declared, as
also what that glory is, and wherein it doth consist; wherefore my
present design is to inquire into the difference that is between our
beholding the glory of Christ in this world by faith, and the vision
which we shall have of the same glory hereafter.
The latter of these is peculiarly intended in that prayer of our Lord
Jesus Christ for His disciples, John xvii. 24, "Father, I will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they
may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me." But I shall not
distinctly insist upon it, my design being another way, respecting
principally the wQrk of God in this life, and the privileges we enjoy
thereby. Yet I shall now take a short prospect of that also; not
absolutely, but in the differences that are between faith and sight, or
the view which we have in this world of the glory of Christ by faith,
and that which they enjoy by vision who are above.
The view which we have of the glory of Christ by faith in this world
is obscure, dark, inevident, reflexive. So the Apostle declares, 1 Cor.
xiii. 12, "Now we see through a glass darkly"-"through," or by,
" a glass, in a riddle," a parable, a dark saying. There is a double
fignrative limitation put upon our view of the glory of Christ, taken
from the two ways of our perception of what we apprehend, namely,
the sight of things and the hearing of words.
The first is that we have this view not directly, but reflexively and
by way of a representation, as in a glass. For I take the glass here
not to be optical or a prospective which helps the sight, but a speculum,
or a glass which reflects an image of what we behold. It is a sight
like that which we have of a man in a glass, when we see not his person
or substance, but an image or representation only, which is imperfect.
The shadow, or image, of this glory of Christ is drawn in the Gospel,
and therein we behold it in this manner, and although it be obscure
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and imperfect in comparison of His own real substantial glory, which
is the object of vision in heaven, yet is it the only image and representation of Himself which He hath left, and given unto us in this
world. The woful, cursed invention of fralIling images of Him out
of stocks and stones, however adorned, or representations of Him
by the art of painting, are so far from presenting unto the minds of
men anything of His real glory, that nothing can be more effectual
to divert their thoughts and apprehensions from it. But by this
figurative expression of seeing in a glass, the Apostle declares the
comparative imperfection of our present view of the glory of Christ.
And he adds another intimation of this imperfection in an allusion
to the way whereby things are proposed and conveyed to the minds
and apprehensions of men. Now this is by words: and these are
either plain, proper and direct, or dark, figurative and parabolical.
And this latter way makes the perception of things difficult and imperfect; and by reason of the imperfection of our view of the glory of
Christ by faith in this world, the Apostle saith it is "in a riddle."
These riddles the Psalmist calls" dark sayings" (Psalm lxxviii. 2).
But here it must be observed that the description and representation
of the Lord Christ and His glory in the Gospel is not absolutely or in
itself either dark or obscure; yea, it is perspicuous, plain and direct.
Christ is therein evidently set forth crucified, exalted, glorified, but
our faith being weak and imperfect, we comprehend them imperfectly
and with difficulty. On the account hereof we may say at present,
How little a portion is it that we know of Him! as Job speaks of God,
chap. xxvi. 14. How imperfect are our conceptions of Him! How
weak are our minds in their management! There is no part of His
glory that we can fully comprehend. And what we do comprehendas there is a comprehension in faith, Eph. iii. IS-we cannot. abide in
the steady contemplation of. For ever blessed be that sovereign
grace, whence it is that He " Who commanded light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of His own glory in the face of Jesus Christ," and therein of the
glory of Christ Himself; that He hath so revealed Him unto us, as
that we may love Him, admire Him, and obey Him; but constantly,
steadily and clearly to behold His glory in this life, we are not able,
" for we walk by faith, and not by sight."
Hence our sight of Him here is as it were by glances, liable to be
clouded by many interpositions. "Behold, He standeth behind the
wall, He looketh 'forth at the windows, showing [flourishing] Himself
through the lattice" (Cant. ii. 9). There is a great interposition
between Him and us, as a wa.ll; and the means of His discovery unto
us, as through a window and lattice, include a great instability and
imperfection in our view and apprehension of Him. There is a wall
between Him and us, which yet He standeth behind. This is our
mortal state, which must be demolished before we can see Him as He
is. In the meantime, He looketh through the windows of the ordinances of the Gospel. He gives us sometimes when He is pleased to
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stand there a view of Himself; but it is imperfect, as is our sight of a
man through a window. The appearances of Him at the windows
are full of refreshment unto the souls of them that believe. But our
view of them is transient, and doth not abide; we are, for the most
part, quickly left to bemoan what we have lost. And then our best
is but to cry, " As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth
my soul after Thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living
God: when shall I come and appear before God." Wilt Thou not again
give me to see Thee, though but as through the windows? Alas!
what distress do we oftentimes sit down in, after these views of Christ
and His glory! But He proceeds further yet, and flourishes Himself
through the lattices. This displaying of the glory of Christ, called the
flourishing of Himself, is by the promises of the Gospel, as they are
explained in the ministry of the Word. In them are represented unto
us the desirable beauties and glories of Christ. How precious, how
amiable is He as seen there! How are the souls of believers ravished
with the views of them! Yet is this discovery of Him also but as
through a lattice. We see Him but in parts-unsteadily and unevenly.
Such, I say, is the sight of the glory of Christ "hich we have in this
world by faith. It is but weak, transient, imperfect, partial. It is
but little that we can at any time discover of it; it is but a little while
that we can abide in the contemplation of what we do discover. Sometimes it is to us as the sun when it is under a cloud-we can not perceive
it. When He hideth His face, who then can behold Him? As Job
speaks, so may we: "Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and
backward, but I cannot perceive Him; on the left hand, where He
doth work, but I cannot behold Him; He hideth Himself on the right
hand, but I cannot see Him" (chap. xxiii. 8, 9). Which way soever
we turn ourselves, and what duties soever we apply ourselves unto,
we can obtain no distinct view of His glory. Yet, on the other hand,
it is sometimes as the sun when it shines in its brightness, and we
cannot bear the rays of it. In infinite condescension He says to His
Church, "Turn away thine eyes from Me, for they have overcome Me"
(Cant. vi. 5), as if He could not bear that overcoming affectionate
love which looks through the eyes of the Church in its actings of faith
on Him. Ah! how much more do we find our souls overcome with
His love, when at any time He is pleased to make any clear discoveries
of His glory unto us !
Let us now, on the other hand, take a little consideration of that
vision which we shall have of the same glory in heaven, that we may
compare them together. Vision, or the sight which we shall have of
the glory of Christ in heaven, is immediate, direct, intuitive, and therefore steady, even, and constant. And it is so on a double account:
(1) of the Object that shall be proposed unto us; (2) of the visive
power or faculty wherewith we shall be endued. The Object of it will
be real and substantial. Christ Himself in His own Person with all His
glory, shall be continually with us, before us, proposed unto us. We
shall see Him, saith the Apostle, "face to face." " We shall see Him
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as He is" (1 John iii. 2). There will be use herein for our bodily
eyes, as shall be declared. For as Job says, in our flesh shall we see
oUr Redeemer, and our eyes shall behold Him. That corporeal sense
shall not be restored unto us-and that, glorified above that we can
conceive-but for this great use, of the eternal beholding of Christ and
His glory. Hence the ground and cause of our blessedness is that
" we shall be ever with the Lord" (1 Thess. iv. 17). as Himself prays,
that we may be with Him where He is, to behold His glory.
This immediate sight of Christ is that which all the saints of God
in this life do breathe and pant after. Hence they are willing to be
dissolved, or desire to depart, that they may be with Christ which is
best for them. They choose to be " absent from the body and present
with the Lord"; or that they may enjoy the inexpressibly longed-for
sight of Christ in His glory. Those who do not so long for it, whose
souls and minds are not frequently visited with earnest desires after
it, unto whom the thouglits of it are not their relief in trouble, and
their chiefest joy, are carnal, blind, and can not see afar off. He that
is truly spiritual entertains and refreshes himself with thoughts hereof.
Should the Lord Jesus appear now to any of us in His majesty and
glory, it would not be unto our edification or consolation. For we
are not meet nor able, by the light of any power or grace that we have
received or can receive, to bear the immediate appearance and representation of them. His beloved Apostle John had leaned on His
bosom probably many a time in his life, in the intimate familiarities
of love, but when He afterwards appeared unto him in His glory, he
"fell at His feet as dead." And when He appeared unto Paul, all
the account he could give thereof was that he " saw a light from heaven
above the brightness of the sun," whereon he and all that were with
him" fell to the ground" (Acts xxvi. 13, 14). And this was one reason
why, in the days of His ministry here on earth, His glory was veiled with
the infirmities of the flesh, and all sorts of sufferings. The Church in
this life is no way meet, by the grace which it can be made partaker
of, to converse with Him in the i=ediate manifestations of His glory.
Alas! we can not here think of Christ but we are quickly ashamed of
and troubled at our own thoughts, so confused are they, so unsteady,
so imperfect. Commonly they issue in a groan or sigh. Oh, when
shall we come unto Him 1 When shall we be ever with Him 1 When
shall we see Him as He is 1 The heart of a believer affected with the
glory of Christ is like the needle touched with the loadstone. It can
no longer be quiet, no longer be satisfied in a distance from Him. It
is put into a continual motion towards Him. This motion indeed is
weak and tremulous. Partings, breathings, sighings, groanings in
prayer, in meditations, in the secret recesses of our minds, are the life
of it. However, it is continually pressing towards Him. But it
obtains not its point, it comes not to its centre and rest in this world.
But now above, all things are clear and serene, all plain and evident
in our beholding the glory of Christ, we shall be ever with Him, and see
Him as He is. This is heaven, this is blessedness, this is eternal rest.
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A SUDDEN CONVERSION.
IN the sixteenth chapter of the Acts we have the story of two conversions-that of Lydia, "whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended
unto the things which were spoken of Paul," and that of the jailer at
Philippi-but how different the attendant circumstances in each case!
In the case of the Philippian jailer we have an instance of a sudden
conversIOn.
Before considering this, let us note that the Apostle Paul did not go
to Philippi without Divine direction. His stay there was short, but it
was not without a wonderful manifestation of the sovereign power and
.
grace of God.
From w. 6-12 we find that the region travelled by him, with the
adjoining territory, was that upon which, at the time of writing, and it
may be at the time when this paper appears in print, the eyes of the
world are concentrated. We may well believe that God is overruling
events in that part of the world, with a view to the accomplishing of
His purposes regarding His people Israel, and the coming of Christ as
King.
Paul was" forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the Word in Asia,"
and, " After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit suffered them not." These were provinces of what we
now call Asia Minor. It was the Lord's will that the Gospel should
now be preached in Europe; that some there should hear and believe,
and this was made known to Paul in a vision in the night. God uses
diverse means to make His will known. "A vision appeared to Paul
in the night; there stood a man of Macedonia and prayed him, saying,
Come over into Macedonia, and help us."
This was taken as an assurance that the Lord had called them to
preach the Gospel there.
We pass over the circumstances connected with the conversion of
Lydia-the first convert in Europe; the casting out of the evil spirit
from "the damsel possessed with a spirit of divination"; and the
persecution of Paul and Silas which followed; and come to the point
of time when Christ's servants were cast into prison. The jailer was
charged to keep them safely, and so he thrust them into the inner
prison-probably a dark, damp dungeon-and" made their feet fast
in the stocks." Though they were suffering, doubtless, from the
" many stripes" laid upon them, when, at the magistrate's command,
their clothes were torn off, and they were beaten; and though their
position must have been cramped and painful, they, nevertheless,
" prayed, and sang praises unto God," in that silent midnight hour.
" Suddenly there was a great earthquake"! How wonderfully God
works, and what varied means He employs to accomplish His gracious
designs! The foundations of the prison were shaken! All the doors
flew open! The cords or chains which bound the prisoners were
loosed, and "the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and
seeing the prison doors open, drew out his sword, and would have killed
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himself, supposing that the prisoners had fled." For, under the Roman
law, if the prisoners had escaped, he would have been subjected to
disgrace, torture, and death. We learn from Acts xii., that after the
Lord had delivered Peter from prison, Herod examined the keepers,
and commanded that they should be put to death. And so the jailer
was' about to killlllmself, when Paul cried out with a loud voice, "Do
thyself no harm: for we are all here." Then, a wonderful change
came over the man: "He called for a light, and sprang in, and came
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out,
and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved 1" What wrung from him
this cry 1 It was not the fear of death, for he had been just about to
lay violent hands upon Illmself. No! his anxiety now was regarding
salvation. " What must I do to be saved 1" The Holy Spirit impressing his mind with thoughts of the dread eternity into which he had been
about to usher Illmself; the remembrance, it may be, of the words of
the damsel possessed with a spirit of divination-" These men are the
servants of the most High God, which show unto us the way of salvation "; and, possibly, things that he had heard in connection with
this, for the matter must have been generally discussed in the city;
together with a conviction of his utter sinfulness in the sight of God,
led him, in agony of soul, to cry: "What must I do to be saved 1 "
And here we may note the sovereignty of God. We are told that
when Paul and Silas, at midnight, prayed and sang praises to God,
" the prisoners were listening" (R.V.), but, as far as we know, none of
them was concerned about salvation, while the jailer, who, utterly
indifferent, had been asleep at this time, became a monument of Divine
grace.
In response to the jailer's anxious question, the Apostles immediately declared: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house." This man was prepared for just such a
brief Gospel statement as this, and so it was suited to his case. But we
have no warrant ·to take these words out of their context, and to use
them indiscriminately, and as a Gospel exhortation, where there may
be no conviction of sin, or anxious inquiry on the part of those to
whom we speak.
To do so, is to lead men to suppose that head knowledge is saving
faith. Repentance is necessary, as well as faith, unto salvation.
Moreover, tills was only part of the message, for the next verse says:
" And they spake unto him THE WORD OF THE LORD, and to all that
were in his house."
It is very remarkable that when Paul and Silas said: "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved," they added: "and
thy house." The next verse says: "And they spake unto Illm the
Word of the Lord, and to an that were in his house." The next, "He
was baptized, he and an his, straightway.', And the next: "He
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house." Surely we learn that here
we have not one sudden conversion only, but several, and that the
reason why Paul and Silas said, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
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thou shalt be saved, and thy hO'Use," was because they were led by the
Spirit of God to discern that not only the jailer himself, but his family
also, were brought under conviction of sin, and intense anxiety regarding salvation. Thus they, too, heard the Word, believed, were baptized, and rejoiced.
The reality of the jailer's conversion was evidenced by his conduct.
The lion became a lamb! He who had acted with so great severity,
perhaps even greater than the magistrates' charge called for, now takes
the Apostles into his house, bathes their wounds, and sets food before
them. He believed the word spoken, and rejoiced, and good works
necessarily followed.
The circumstances connected with the regeneration and conversion
of God's children vary greatly. Indeed, as there are no two human
faces exactly alike, and yet human lineaments in all, so, probably, no
two experiences of God's children are exactly alike, although certain
broad characteristics are co=on to the experience of all. All are
convicted of sin, and feel themselves sinners, and mourn over the fact,
and realize their need of Christ the only Saviour; but all are not
brought into the same depths of experience of their lost and ruined
condition by nature, or of the glory of Christ as Redeemer and Lord,
nor are the circumstances attending their conversion to God in all cases
alike. Far from it. Some, from early childhood, manifest the fear of
God implanted in their hearts, whilst others are permitted to run great
lengths in sin before being called by grace. Some have long and deep
conviction of sin, before being brought to Christ, while others, within
a very short space of time, pass through contrition of sin to joy and
peace in believing.
Some may be unable to say at what time of their lives a work of
grace was co=enced in their hearts, while others may be able to name
the year, or even the day, when they were "delivered from the power
of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son."
Some may be brought into the liberty of the Gospel by the powerful
application of some passage of Scripture; but with others it has been
the general teaching of the Word of God which has gradually, but surely,
brought faith, and peace, to their consciences and hearts.
All is according to the sovereign will of the Holy Spirit, to Whom,
with the Father, and the Son, one God, all the praise and glory belong.
ROBERT J. NOYES, RD.
IT is our privilege to serve the Lord in all things. It is ours to please
the Lord in loosing the latchet of a shoe; and to enjoy the expression
of His favour therein. The servant of God is not serving at the same
time another master; he has not been hired for occasional service;
he abides in the service of his God, and cannot be about anything but
his Master's business; he eats, he drinks, he sleeps, he walks, he dis·
courses, he finds recreation, all by the way of serving God. "Serve
the Lord with gladness."-Bowen. I
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"THE BEAUTIES OF ERSKINE."
THE LATE REV. RALPH ERSKINE.

" What think ye 01 Christ? "-MATT. xxii. 42.

o WE that are ministers, what think we of Christ 1

Is He the Son and
Lord of David, the eternal Son of God 1 Surely we can not think, or
speak, or preach too much of Christ. It is our honour, if we can say,
"We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord": and that to
us, who are the least of all saints (may some of us say) should this grace
be given, to preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ. But, while we speak of Christ to others, what do we think of
Christ ourselves 1 To be sure, if we do not think of Christ as we ought,
we will not speak of Christ as we should. Christ in the heart, and
Christ in the mouth, make right preaching. If any preach Christ out
of envy, as the Apostle says, it is well that Christ is preached: but as it
must be but bungling work to such; so they would do well to consider,
that the question is not, "What preach ye of Christ 1 " but, "What
think ye of Christ 1 "
Again, 0 ye that are the people, "What think ye of Christ 1 "
Whatever be yoUr state or condition, sex or quality, the question
comes to you; and let none of you dare to neglect the pondering
on it, when Christ Himself is posing you with it. "What think
ye of Christ 1 "-Ye that are magistrates, or in places of power,
trust, and authority, " What think ye of Christ 1" Are you employing
your power for Christ, and His cause and interest 1-Ye that- are
masters or mistresses of families, " What think ye of Christ 1" Is it
the language of your soul, " As for me and my house we will serve the
Lord" 1 Are you desiring, with Abraham, to co=and your children,
and your household after you, to keep the ways of the Lord; and
praying for them, and instructing them in the knowledge of Christ 1Again, ye that are children under your parents, 0 what think ye of
Christ 1 Whose Son is He 1" Do you know Him to be the Son of
David, and the Son of God too 1 And would it not be your great
happiness, to be the sons and children of God in Him 1 Your father
and mother may die and leave you, therefore it is your best to seek an
interest in Him to be your everlasting Father.-Ye that are servants,
" What think ye of Christ 1" Would you have Him for your Master
and Lord 1 Is it not your greatest honour to be His servants, Who is
David's Lord 1 He That was David's Son was David's Master: and
as David in Spirit called Him Lord; so should not all that is within
you call Him Lord 1 Serve your masters honestly; but let Him Who
is the Lord of lords be a Master above all masters to you.-Ye that are
tradesmen, "What think ye of Christ 1" Have you no trading with
heaven 1 Does your civil trade in a world take up all your thoughts 1
Surely, it is either an unlawful trade or unlawfully used, that can not
consist with this Christian trade of giving the chief of our thoughts to
Him That is the" Chief among ten thousand" (Song v. lO).-Ye that
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are husbandmen, "What think ye of Christ 1" Do you think more
of your ploughs and oxen, or corn and cattle, and barns and goods,
than of glorious Christ 1 Do you not know, whether you be tenants,
feuars, or freeholders, that you are tenants to Him, and hold your all
of Him 1 Are you more taken up in thinking of a great crop, or a good
harvest, than of Him Who is the Lord of the harvest, both in a natural
and spiritual sense, and Lord of all you have 1-Ye that are meau
cottars, "What think ye of Christ 1" Woes me, does your cot-house,
and your cow, and your small yard, lie nearer your heart than precious
Christ 1 Oh! if you were acquainted with communion with Him, you
would find a mean cottage with Christ, better than a princely palace
without Him.-Ye that are poor beggars, " What think ye of Christ 1 "
To the poor the Gospel is preached; to you is Christ and His unsearchable riches offered; but I fear there are some of you who think more
of a halfpenny than you think of Christ: everlasting poverty and
misery will be your portion, if your thoughts be not changed and
renewed. You come to co=union occasions only to beg alms, not
knowing that you are at the beautiful gate of the temple, where you
might get an alms that might enrich you for ever. You have the art
of begging from men, and from door to door, but perhaps you never
think of begging at Christ's door. Oh! will you begin to think, and to
think of Christ, before the door of mercy be shut !-Again, ye that are
rich and wealthy in the world, " What think ye of Christ 1" Hath He
given you riches, think you, to steal away your hearts from Him, or
rather to improve them for, and consecrate them to His honour, and
for the good of others, especially of the household of faith 1 Men may
court your favour, but you are to be pitied, as poor miserable wretches,
if you have your portion only in this life: though you had all the gold
of Ophir without Christ you have nothing but a shadow; you are
destitute of the true substance.-You that are wise, mighty, or noble,
" What think ye of Christ 1" May it not startle you a little, that He
hath said, "Not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble are called; but God hath chosen the foolish, weak, base,
and despicable things of the world." You have no reason to despair,
{or He hath not said, Not any of them; but yet you have reason to
think where you are, for He hath said, Not many of them: and indeed,
as an evidence of this, look to the great men of our day, you will see
that the generality of the nobility and gentry of Scotland and England,
they think very little of Christ.-You that are scholars and students,
" What think ye of Christ 1" What will all the wisdom and literature,
liberal arts and sciences, and best accomplishments in the world avail
you, without Christ 1 They will qualify you to be more eminent
servants to the devil, and his interest, if you learn not Christ together
with them. You may be students of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew:
students of philosophy, astronomy, astrology, geography, and mathematics; yea, and students of divinity too; and yet lose all your pains,
if you do not study Christ.-Ye that are ignorant and illiterate persons,
" What think ye of Christ 1" It may be, you can not read the Bible;
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you were never at a· school; your parents died when you were young,
or else were poor, and could not: or graceless, and would not, set you
to the school; or if you can read, that is all; you know not so much
as the first principles of the doctrine of Christ, and can hardly tell
Whose Son He is. If you could be brought this day to think highly
of Christ, then should you know, and follow on to know the Lord. Oh!
neglect not henceforth the means of the knowledge of Christ! If you
learn of Him, He will make you wiser than the rest of the world, for as
far behind as you are; even wise unto salvation.-Ye that are old men
and women, " What think ye of Christ?" How many thousands and
millions of thoughts have you bestowed upon the devil, the world,
your lusts, and idols in your time, which would have been better
bestowed upon Christ, and the concerns of your eternal salvation?
And now that death, judgment, and eternity, are hard at hand; ah!
how can you think of going down to the grave, and into an everlasting
state, without being in case to answer this question to purpose, " What
think ye of Christ ? "-Ye that are young men and women, "What
think ye of Christ?" Ye are now in the flower of your age; oh!
shall not Christ have the flower of your thoughts, that according to the
Father's promise to Him, He may have the" dew of His youth," by
your dedicating to Him the dew of your youth, and fleeing all youthful
lusts ?-Ye that are children and little ones, lads and lasses, boys and
girls, capable to think, Oh! "What think ye of Christ?" Alas! my
dear children (to say a word to you), you may see what ill hearts you
have, that make you think more of little plays and trifles, nignays and
butterflies, than you think of Christ: you mind any thing sooner than
your Creator or Redeemer, Whom God calls you to remember in the
days of your youth. Therefore, after this, when you are playing, will
you think more of praying? for God says, " I love them that love Me ;
and those that seek Me early shall find Me " : and think more of reading
the Bible, like young Timothy, who "from a child" knew the Holy
Scriptures.
In a word, if there be any persons here, who think I have not touched
at their case, let them know, that the question is to all and everyone
of you, "What think ye of Christ?" Oh, graceless world! How
unworthy do you think of Christ! The covetous man thinks more of
a small piece of money than of Christ, like Demas. Ambitious men
think more of a hat (salute) than of Christ; like Haman, or as Saul,
who said to Samuel, "Honour me before the people." The voluptuous man thinks more of a base lust than of Christ. The drunkard
thinks more of a hearty cup than of Christ. The glutton thinks more
of a hearty meal than of Christ. The proud man thinks more of himself than of Christ. Pride of righteousness thinks more of prayers and
attendance on ordinances than of Christ. Pride of grace thinks more
of a good frame than of Christ. Pride of wisdom thinks more of a
witticism, or a fine discourse, than of Christ. Pride of beauty thinks
more of a skin-deep complexion than of Christ. Pride of bravery
thinks more of a fine suit of clothes than of Christ, though the silly
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sheep wore it on its back before them. Behold, how Christ is vilified
and undervalued in the world!
But, 0 believer! "What think ye of Christ 1" Surely, if you be a
gracious person, Christ will be to you a precious Person; and you will
wonder at the folly and madness of the world, that sets everything
above Christ, in their thoughts and esteem. Why, they are ignorant
of Christ, and ignorant of themselves; if they were convinced of their
sin and misery, they would think much of a Saviour and Redeemer;
if they knew their disease, they would think much of such a Physician
to heal them; if they knew their nakedness, they would think much
of such a garment to clothe them; if they knew their pollution, they
would think much of such a fountain to wash them; if they knew
their deep arrears to Divine justice, and bankrupt state, they would
think much of such a Surety to pay their debt. Surely, if they knew,
they would not thus despise the Lord of glory. However, be it known
to all and everyone of you, that this question is put to you; and you
ought to put it to yourselves, before God, by discovering what you are,
and where you stand.
The sum of Christian knowledge lies in this one word, Christ.
Seeing the great question in the Christian catechism is, "What
think ye of Christ 1 " then the sum of Christian knowledge lies in this
one wo,d, viz., Christ. It is not in Christ absolutely considered, by
what He is in Himself; but in God relatively, by what He is to us,
namely, in Christ: therefore, I observe, the question is not, What think
ye of God 1 but, "What think ye of Christ 1" For, as God out of
Christ stands in no relation to us sinners, but that of an enemy, and a
consuming fire; so the nature, essence, and immensity of God, and
what He is in Himself, is not the great Christian question; but rather,
what He is to us, and so what He is in Christ. All the saving manifestations of God to His people in Scripture were still not of God, absolutely
and essentially, in what He was in Himself, and in His nature; but
relatively, in what He was to them: and so it was always in Christ.
Thus, when He came to Abraham, He said, " I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). "I am thy God, and the God
of thy seed; which seed was Christ" (Gal. ill. 16), in Whom that
Covenant and promise was established to Abraham and his offspring.
And when God manifested Himself to the patriarchs that came of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, His ordinary way was to make Himself
known upon that ground of the New Covenant, established in Christ,
Abraham's seed: hence, when He came to them, He used to say to
them, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob": that is, He manifested Himself to them, not absolutely, by
what He was in His nature; but relatively, by what He was to themin Christ the promised Seed.
If we begin to dive into that question, What think ye of God 1 we
may soon lose ourselves, and come to the philosopher's demand of a
day to answer that question, and then a week, and then a month, and
then t<>ll it is impossible to answer it: nay, we ought not to be curious
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in searching into the nature of God, lest we get a dash; for human
philosophy can not reach it; yea, I doubt if angelical wisdom can. It
is the only pleasant, saving, and profitable inqniry, to study this
question, " What think ye of Christ 1" Here we find what God is to
us. To inquire what God is in Himself, absolutely and essentially, is
no saving or profitable inquiry. What profit is it for a man, who lives
under the north pole, and sees not the sun for one half of the year,
though he should count the course of the sun all that time that he sees
it not 1 Or, what profit were it for a man to go and count what rent
the king of Morocco or emperor of China draws every year, and he gets
none of it 1 As foolish is it for us to begin and study what God is
absolutely in Himself, and not what He is relatively to us; therefore
the question is not, What think ye of God! but, "What think ye of
Christ 1" And this, by the by, shows the difference that there is
between learned fools and wise Christians. Why, the learned fool seeks
to know and comprehend what God is; what is this mystery of the
Trinity, and the like; and there he loses himself: he seeks to know
what God is Himself, and not what He is to him. But the poor Christian is herein wiser than that learned clerk, for all his wit; for the
Christian studies Christ, and so knows what God is to him, better than
all the learned Rabbins with their curious speculations: though yet
the poor soul may otherwise be very ignorant and illiterate, yet he is
wise unto salvation, because he knows Christ, and Christ is made of God
to him wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; and
when he knows Christ, he is upon the surest and safest way to know
God; for he sees God in Christ, and God related to him in Christ; for
Christ is our relation as God-Man Mediator. And, indeed, sirs, to
believe in Christ, is to believe God's relation to us, aud God reconciled
to us; for, when we look to Christ, we see God in Him; aud when we
see God in Him, we see that He is reconciled in Him to us, and well
pleased in Him with us. "God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto Himself" (2 Cor. v. 19). "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I
am well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17). I own, indeed, a man may be a believer,
and yet apprehend God to be his enemy: but then he is not believing,
he is not thinking of Christ by faith: it is an unbelieving thought he
hath then of God; for a believing thought of Christ would give him
another thought of God, even as a Friend and Father in Him. This,
then, I hope, is a useful inference, that the sum of Christian knowledge
is Christ. . . . . . .
Sirs, think of ministers what ye will, the great question is, "What
think ye of Christ!" Woe to us, if our only design be to bring people
to say, What think ye of such a minister, and what think ye of such a
sermon! If we make Christ a covert for raising our own applause, He
can instantly command an angel to smite us, as He did Herod, and
order us to be eaten up of worms, for not giving God the glory. Oh!
what should ye think of us! though we magnify our office as ambassadors of Christ, yet in ourselves, some of us are as frail, feeble, sinful
pieces of dust as any of you; we are among the chief of sinners, as well
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as you; we need the blood and Spirit of Christ to justify and sanctify
us, as well as you; let us decrease, but let Christ increase. If any of
us be made instruments of good to your souls, let it engage you to
think the more of Christ, That could work such a work by such weak
and unlikely instruments.
o sirs, seek that the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Christ may be sent, that, beholding His glory, your thoughts concerning Christ may be changed; and you may be brought to esteem
Him, and to go home with the Rose of Sharon in yonr bosom, Christ
in your heart. . . . You that can not be brought to think mnch of
Christ, 0 pray God, if perhaps the thoughts of your heart may be
forgiven you! And whereas you think nothing of Him now, 0 consider
what you will think of Him in a day of challenges, when conscience
awakens! in a day of desolation (Isa. x.), in the day of death, in
the day of judgment! What will you think of Him, when you see
Him mount the tribunal, and when pronouncing the fearful sentence,
"Depart from Me, ye cursed" 1 Surely you must have dreadful
thoughts of Him then, if you can not be brought to think highly of Him
now; now, when He is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save.
But you, believer, that now think highly of Him, yet what will you
think of Him in that day, when He " Who is your life shall appear, and
ye shall appear with Him in glory" 1 0 believer, what will ye think of
Him, when He pronounces the sentence of absolution, "Come, ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you" 1
O! what will ye think of His palace, His attendants, His throne,
crown, and glory 1
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READER of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "What think ye of Christ 1 "
Whosoever you are, rich or poor, young Or old, whether resident in our
British Isles or in a distant land, "What think ye of Christ 1" of
precious Christ 1 Dear Ralph Erskine thought much of Christ, yea,
very much thought he of Christ. His object in life was preaching Christ,
a full and free salvation through Christ. Alas! how few in the present
day preach Christ as he did. Many think they preach Christ by exhibiting a picture which they imagine represents Christ, and flock to the
"Picture House" to see a presumptuous inventiou entitled, "From
Manger to Cross"; all such, it is to be feared, think little of Christ; yea,
they know not the Lord Jesus Christ.
What thought saintly Samuel Rutherford of Christ 1 He did not
look for a portrait of Him on canvas, he wrote of the love of Christ :-.
" How little of the sea can a child carry in his hand! As little do I take
away of my great sea, the boundless love of Christ." "Christ is God's
highest love-gift. My Lord is kinder to me than ever He was. It
pleased Him to dine and sup with His afflicted prisoner. The King
feasteth me, and His spikenard casteth a sweet smell. Put Christ's
love to the trial, and throw all your burdens upon it, and then it will
appear love indeed. We employ not His love, and therefore we know
12
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it not. The cross of Christ (or suffering for His sake), is a crabbed tree
to look at, but sweet is the fruit it yields. Oh, how sweet to be wholly
Christ's, and wholly in Christ, to dwell in Immanuel's high and blessed
Land, and live in that sweetest air, where no wind bloweth but the
breathings of the Holy Ghost. What do we here but sin and suffer 1
Oh; when shall the nights be gone, the shadows flee away, and the morning of that long, long day, without cloud or night, dawn! The Spirit
and the Bride say, 'Come.' Oh, when shall the Lamb's wife be
ready, and the Bridegroom say, 'Come! ' "
What thought young Murray McCheyne of Christ 1-" The death of
Christ is, my friends, the most wonderful event, past, present, or future,
in the whole universe. It is so in the eye of God. 'Therefore doth
My Father love Me because I lay down My life.' There is nothing in
the whole world so lovely as His Son. These words of Christ, 'I lay
down My life,' are dearer to God than a thousand worlds. It is the
same in the eyes of the redeemed. All the redeemed love Christ,
because He laid down His life. John says, 'I beheld, and 10, in the
midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the
elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain. And when He had taken
the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before
the Lamb, having everyone of them harps, aud golden vials full of
odours, which are the prayers of saints.' And again they sing,
, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.' Still, brethren, you see that
it is the death of Christ that is the joy of the New Jerusalem. And
still further, the death of Christ is the greatest wonder in hell. This
was one thing which Satan did not know the meaning of-the death of
Christ. Ah! Satan thought when he got Judas to betray Him, and
the Jews to crucify Him, that he had prevailed against Him-that he
had gained the victory; but, ah! Satan has found it out now, that
Christ triumphed over him in His cross. Ab! then, brethren, Calvary
is a wonder in hell. Tell me, then, brethren, who is it in all the universe
that thinks little of Christ's laying down His life; shall we find them
in heaven 1 No. Shall we find them in hell 1 No; 'they believe
and tremble.' Where, then, shall we find the man that thinks little
of Christ 1 Oh! Christless sinners, it is you. 'For the preaching of
the Cross is to them that perish foolishness.' Oh! Christless man,
you think little of the death of Christ; even the devils do not think it
foolishness. Sinner, do not you think there must be something wrong
about the state of your mind, that sees no beauty in the death of Christ 1 "
What thought dear old Mr. Macdonald, of Shieldaig, of Christ 1 who
lived to old age preaching and delighting in the Lord Jesus Christ ;"Those who get a glimpse by faith of the' Rose of Sharon,' Christ, oh!
they wish to possess Him, to lay hold of Him, and to have Him as
their own; and sometimes under the light of the Holy Spirit making
clear to them the Word of salvation, they are enabled to lay hold of
and to embrace Christ, and to place Him in their bosom, and then the
fragrance will be felt by those around them. 0 sinner, get Christ into
your heart, and the whole world will be the better of you. Christ,' the
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Lily 'of the valleys.' Not the lily of the valley, but' the Lily of the
valleys,' and not the lily of the garden, but' the Lily of the valleys.'
And why 1 Well we know that when men plant lilies in their gardens,
they wall them round, so that others may not get at them, or perhaps
even see them. Now, Christ was at one time the Lily of the garden.
Under the Old Testament dispensation He was so walled within the
Jewish Church, that only those who were inside its ordinances and
ceremonies could get a sight of Him. But after He appeared in the
flesh, that garden wall, "the middle wall of partition," was broken
down, and He now manifests Himself as the Lily of the open valleys,
open to every sinner who passes by, to every sinner who comes under
the sound of the Gospel. 'Whosoever will, let him come, and him
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.' "
What thought Toplady of Christ 1-" A Rock of Ages" cleft for him
and for all the redeemed of the Lord.
What thought the martyrs of England of Christ 1 To them Christ
was very precious, dearer to them than friends; they gave their lives
for Christ, and died at the stake rejoicing in the Lord.
What thought the Covenanters of Scotland of Christ 1-who were
shot down on our moors and hillsides for Christ and for His cause.
Yea, what thought an innumerable number of saints of Christ 1 To
each and all of them He was the " Chiefest among ten thousand, the
altogether lovely One."
Haddingion.
J. G.
TOUR IN THE

HOLY

LAND.

By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.
PARIS, November 10th, 1876.
FRIDAY: rose at 6, breakfasted at 7; after which we had the enjoy·
ment of family prayer, and realized the presence and blessing of the
Lord. A walk of about an hour before we started for the train afforded
us a view of the Madeleine. We were pained to see the gorgeous
ceremonial going on, the sacrifice of the mass in two places at once in
the same building, forgetful we fear of St. Paul's words (Heb. x. H),
"Christ by His one offering hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." We passed on to the garden and palace of the Tnileries.
Oh, how changed \ The grand palace, where four emperors met before
the war, now desolate, roofless, windowless; and the gardens wearing
a very indifferent aspect. Abont 10 a.m. we left for the Lyons railway
station, where the chief kindly ordered a special carriage for our party
of fifteen. We started at 11, and all in our compartment of the carriage
determined to enjoy their Bibles at once. So we commenced with
prayer for the Divine assistance of the Holy Ghost, and for protection
and blessing through our journey. We continued the same portion as
Yesterday, 1 Thessalonians i., reading all round and mutually helping
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and edifying each other. It was a very happy hour, all seemed thoroughly to enjoy it, and" Safe in the arms of Jesus" was sung with great
delight. One of our party proposed silent prs,yer for blessing on the
number of tracts we had given away. Our train came to a halt and
we got refreshment; just at re-starting one of our friends was missing.
I called out to the official to delay the train just one minute. Our
friend jumped in, and the next moment as the train was in motion they
detected an accident to our luggage van, and but for the delay it might
not have been seen until the wheel had taken fire, or the van had
broken down and perhaps upset our train. Thank God our moming
prayer was answered, and we are safe. An i=ense van full of luggage
had to be emptied, it delayed us a few minutes, and then we were
off again; but not without our conductor coming to our carriage
crying out, "You were just in time to prevent any accident, through
the delay." We soon came into the midst of pretty scenery, and the
sloping valleys covered with vineyards, the small dwarf plants still
appearing above the earth. The winding river accompanied us for
many miles, the beautiful autumnal tints adding to the picturesque,
some of the trees appearing bright like the finest gold.
The railway stations are very poor and insignificant when compared
with our own at home. The cottages too, with the buildings generally,
are far below the same class in England.
As we journey south the country is richer and better cultivated,
while the climate too grows warmer and more agreeable, a happy
contrast to the cold and snow we had to encounter on the Calais
steamer. An interesting little episode has just occurred which has
added considerably to the pleasure and mutual confidence of our party.
After a little difficulty of persuasion the ladies 1.indly broke the ice
and consented to read, each one in turn, the sketches they had drawn
of Oill' journey so far. Miss Bacon kindly commenced, others followed,
and it became quite interesting to notice the different points which
had arrested the attention of each and called forth special remarks.
Two ladies and two gentlemen favoured us, another promising to do
so, and all our party seemed much amused. I never remember to have
spent so long a day of nine hours together in the same carriage, and
with the same party, when so long a journey of 200 miles was passed,
so pleasantly, so profitably, and without the least feeling of weariness
creeping in; indeed our whole party appeared to gain in sprightliness
and vivacity every hour, interspersing all with a Christian tone, and
with great heartiness joining in many beautiful hymns.
MACON,

Saturday, Nov. 11th.

To-day we have reached the climax of early hours, rising at 4 a.m.
and breakfasting at 5; family prayer followed, and then we started
at 6, a cold sharp morning, moon shining brightly, and stars sparkling
in the frosty air. The windows of our carriage were covered with
hoar frost adhering so firmly it was almost impossible for us to rub it
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off. The sun at length came out to open upon us a glorious day, and
continued shining in perfect splendour throughout the day. After
travelling three hours we got a second breakfast about 9 a.m., which
was in great request. As we journeyed the scenery became more and
more beautiful, and at Chambery we had five minutes allowed to
admire the exquisite views around. We soon got into the midst of
the Savoy range, which I think surpasses all we have hitherto seen in
exquisite richness and beauty 'of scenery. The Mont Blanc range is
grand indeed" but the Savoy range possesses features peculiar to itself.
Mountain slopes of all sizes and shapes, rngged outlines, jagged tops
descending in every variety of shape, ridges and valleys covered with
verdure, all kinds of trees and plantations, beautiful streams rushing
over a wild rocky bed, pretty little chalets dotted about here and there,
vineyards abounding with larger vines than seen before, a beautiful
emerald lake, along the banks of which our train followed, getting
fresh peeps and fine open views as we emerged from the many short
tunnels and rounded some rocky prominence. At another point a
very pretty busy market scene turned up, enlivened with cattle of all
descriptions. Next from some high towering rock we observe cascades
frozen in their descent. Then the scene changes, and the wild darklooking mountains take the place of the beautiful and the picturesque.
Our party have been busily employed giving away tracts in all directions, with a prayerful confidence in the Divine blessing.
Meanwhile the aneroid indicates a gradual ascent, and just now at
a high gradient. The next moment new peaks appear, covered with
snow. We hope soon to reach Modane, our next stage, where we lunch,
and for which our appetites are becoming very sharp. Now we enter
a great limestone cutting, and soon we hope to reach the far-famed
Mont Cenis tunnel, which conducts us under the Graian Alps into the
fertile plains of Italy. Now we appear slackening our speed as the
train winds through a deep gorge. A little farther on the valley widens,
and a fine bold stream rushes down tossing its foaming waters over the
large boulder stones, while the sloping banks rise in series of ridges
and steppes, like the one side of Arthur's Seat in Edinburgh, or like
what we expect to see in some parts of the Holy Land.
But now we are making a very steep ascent by curves, and looking
out of our window in the train the village and station seem hundreds
of feet below us. At length we enter the wonderful Mont Cenis tunnel,
seven and a half miles long; the height is 33 feet, the width 19~· feet.
We are 4000 feet above Macon, while the mountain itself is 8400 feet
high. We began singing" Safe in the arms of Jesus" as we entered.
The first half was a steep ascent and the train moved very slowly,
then we reached the apex of the tunnel and made a rapid descent.
Thirty-two minutes altogether were occupied, a little longer than
usual. Daylight at length reappeared, and showed us a wild range of
mountain scenery; the heat was rather great inside the tunnel; bnt
we felt very cold afterwards, the more so as some of us were,feeling the
effects of bad colds. Now the view became very wild, and as the day
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closed in, cast its shadows around. We were all extremely glad to
reach the beautiful city of Turin on Saturday night, and to enjoy the
quiet rest of the Sabbath at the Hotel Ligurie. It was a long day's
march, and we were all very tired. The Sabbath was a happy and
blessed day to us; attending Divine service in the English church in
the morning, a)1d the Vaudois Protestant church in the afternoon,
and feeling much refreshed.
FLORENCE,

N DV. 14th.

We have enjoyed a most interesting day with beautiful weather,
the air so balmy and warm. We are quite rejoiced to get out of winter
into summer again. After family prayer and an early breakfast we
started on foot to see some of the many interesting sights, including
the celebrated baptistery of St. John and the fine cathedral, also the
gallery of fine arts with its splendid collection of paintings, statues,
splendid tapestry, and many other most beautiful gems. We were
more than delighted, and felt there was ample to occupy our closest
attention for many days. The fine bronze gates of the baptistery, so
deeply and exquisitely carved, represented many of our well-known
Bible scenes and histories. They are supposed to be the finest in the
world, and truly charmed and delighted us. The interior, however,
with all its gorgeous ceremonial and superstitious worship, gave us
great pain. The cathedral is very grand. The church of Sta. Croce
contains many very interesting monuments, to the great astronomer
Galileo, to Michael Angelo, to Dante, and many others. There was
mass going on and several other things in other parts of the building,
which seemed very discordant with the Bible, and our party were
distressed at the sad want of the pure Gospel of Christ. We visited
another gorgeous church where a variety of outward decorations,
some very fine and some very tawdry, attracted our notice. In passing
through the streets we were interested in some fine statnes of ancient
heroes, but especially in the splendid tapestry which covered so great
a distance of walls on the palace of Carlo Pitti. The splendid gallery
of paintings was rich in art of the highest order; and many of those
.gifted artists have imparted a lifelike appearance to the canvas. We
came back for lunch highly gratified, and afterwards started in four
carriages for a most lovely drive round the city, passing the house now
occupied by the Empress of the French, where one of our party, Dr.
Cranage, called late this evening and was invited to a private interview
the following day. The view of the city of Florence is very fine from
this eminence, and we enjoyed it greatly. The olive trees and other
kinds add to the picturesque, and the avenues are very pretty. We
came in to table d'h6te at six o'clock, and found a large and interesting
party. We have to leave by the night train about ten o'clock, and
our conductor has done his best to procure us comfortable sleeping
carriages on our way to Rome.
(To be continued.)
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"A GOOD TIDNG."
" LoRD, it is good for us to be here," the disciples of Jesus still say when
they leave their cares and sinkings below them, and are warmed with
the glory of that Land which then seems not so very far off. And
though they come down-the cloud does not rest long in that placethe sweetness remains, and it is an easy and "a good thing to sing
praises" unto their God, and to be glad and rejoice in Him. But the
joy fades, and for the present the" time to sing" is over. Yet surely
" it is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord"; calmly to meditate
on His unchanging grace and love, on what He has done-the
difference He has made and maintained, the desires which are so
unmistakably towards Him---sure token of the work of the Spirit and
a portion in God's unspeakable gift.
But the narrow way still descends, and now-shut up to Him in
regard to some favour (either temporal or spiritual), afterwards to be
revealed-" it is good that" they" both hope and quietly wait for the
salvation of the Lord." Indeed, it is good when with more abundant
grace they are enabled to wait quietly, confident that though they can
not see Him, their judgment is with Him, and that it will be victory;
that He can not fail nor forego His promise that they shall not seek
Him in vain. It is not always a quiet waiting. "I have roared by
reason of the disquietness of my heart"; "When I cry and shout, He
shutteth out my prayer." And now it seems a long time since" we
were with Him in the holy mount" and" beheld His glory." But
even should they with J onah go down to the bottom of the mountains,
" the foundation of God standeth sure."
.
" I feel the bottom," said the dying Hopeful, " and it is good." All
is well. "God saw everything that He had made, and behold it was
very good"; and not one of the saints but will say, " It is good for me
that I have been afflicted." And He has ever provided some better
thing-" the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness." "I had not thought to see thy face, and 10, God
hath showed me thy seed also," was the testimony of the first Jacob.
And it was so. No straitening of his expectations conld thwart the
riches of God's goodness, or turn Him from His purpose of dealing well
with His servant.
FOLLOWER-ON.
WHEN we smart under chastisements or disappointments, we know
that it is the fire which burns up the hay, wood, and stubble-a Father's
dealings in compassion and mercy. We willingly, we gladly take
these chastisements, which now are to us fresh pledges of our safety.
For safe, eternally safe, remains the foundation, and unclosed the way
of access. Oh, surely with all 01lI heart do we accord: "Exalt J ehovah
our God, and worship at His holy hill; for J ehovah our God is holy."
-AI/red Edersheim.
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RECOUNTING MERCIES.
I THINK, sometimes, it will not be long,
Ere my God shall call me to join that throng
Where angels ever His praises sing,
And veil their faces before the King;
Where spotless saints in their robes of white,
Tell of His wonders, His blood, and His might;
Recounting His mercies in days that are past,
How He loveci, and strengthened, and blessed to the last,
As they passed through prison, and death, and shame,
And overcame all through the blood of the Lamb;
How they each received a fair white stone,
·Wherein was written a name unknown
To all but His chosen and blood-bought tribe
For whom He had suffered, and bled, and died;
Who were sealed before time by electing love,
And redeemed in the fulness of time with His blood;
Who were guided and led by His Spirit here,
Till they reached the blest seats He had gone to prepare.
And now with the crown and the victor's palm
They sing for ever a sweet holy psalm;
Or join in the shout of that mighty throng" Salvation and honour to God belong! "
What wondering awe must their spirits feel,
As round the great throne they a1ioringly kneel,
Or stand on that sea of fire and glass,
And sing unto God with their golden harps!
Who, who would not love Thee, 0 holy Lord 1
Thou art the true, the Almighty God,
The King of kings and the worthy Lamb;
Thine is the glory for ever! Amen!
EMMA DEVITT.

(ltorre",pOUllellrc.
MR. W. W. WINTER.
To the Edt'tor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-It is an interesting fact that from time to
time, the labourers in our MAGAZINE receive communications frdm their
brethren from across the seas, from the far distant lands, testifying to
the help they find and the means of grace afforded through the pages
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and how they are thus remembered for
good by the Lord of the whole earth. These things are cheering to
us, whilst we would seek grace to follow them with our prayers, and
thus realize-
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"Though sundered far, by faith we meet
Around one common· mercy-seat."

There lies before me a deeply interesting letter from Mr. Winter, late
of Derby, where he was for mauy years associated in the spiritual
work at Holy Trinity under the Incumbency of the late beloved Rev.
Francis Hoare, and then of his successors the Revs. Henry and Waiter
Martin. Under the pressure of many sore trials and trying circumstances, some three years ago Mr. Winter began to realize that the
Lord, the Great Shepherd, was about to put forth His sheep, Himself
according to His faithful Word going before. Mr. Winter had som~
remarkable words and promises, and was thus prepared when the time
came to take the step-to seek His providential care and support in
British Columbia. And there he has proved his J ehovah Shammah in
a very marked way. For not only has the Lord appeared for him in
a way of providence, but the door seems opened for him to preach the
Gospel, and he has many encouragements to believe that the work is
of the Lord. Finding a great dearth and famine of the Word in his
immediate valley, he commenced a little work by throwing opeu a
room in his own house for a Sunday school. And the children gladly
came. Then there went forth a request for services for adults, and it
was owned of God when Mr. Winter built a small wooden erection;
and whilst he has been helped to proclaim the unsearchable riches of
Christ, he has had great encouragement from the people around who
have heard him gladly. He has been lovingly recognized by the
aged Rt. Rev. Bishop Cridge, and his colleague the RV Rev. Bishop
Rudolph, and has now been licensed as lay-reader to Trinity Mission
Hall, Happy Valley, British Columbia, the necessity of a larger building
being apparent by the increasing congregation. Mr. Winter is advanced
in years, and I feel sure that this short allusion to him (his letter is
deeply interesting and gives a most remarkable experience of how the
Lord has led him about, appeared for him, and chosen his " lot" for
him-causing him to settle in the very parcel of ground where he
should afterward preach the Gospel), will call forth the prayerful sympathy of the Lord's dear people-at home and abroad. We owe it to
one another! The Apostle enjoined: "Brethren, pray for us." May
we seek to uphold Mr. Winter's hands by remembering him in our
prayers, that his work may have good success, and the Lord be
glorified. *
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours ever affectionately in Christ,
February 8th, 1913.
RUTH COWELL.

[* J give Mr. Winter's full address, in case anyone reading this corn·
munication is within reach of him, and would thus be enabled to greet
him in the Lord and render him assistance in the work he has so lovingly
undertaken. Mr. W. W. Winter, "Bridgefield," Happy Valley, via
Victoria, British Columbia.]
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THE LATE MRS. BROWN.
To the Editor 01 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-Another regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
passed away yesterday morning in the person of Mrs. Brown, of Middle
Hin- House, Box, Wiltshire. She was sister-in-law of the late Miss
Brown, of Bath. She had been confined to her room for the most part
since June, 1911. During that time she suffered much, but has
perceptibly grown in spiritual things. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE and
Spurgeon's Sermons were regularly read and fed upon by her in addition to the Word itself. For a considerable time before her illness she
used to drive in to Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath, to the morning
service. She longed to pass away in her sleep, and her wish was
granted. We are fully assured that she is "with Christ which is far
better." With Christian love,
Yours affectionately,
Feb. 13th, 1913.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.

======

ANOTHER LINK BROKEN.
To the Editor 01 the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-A dear old saint has been taken to her rest and
her Saviour. One of a family very highly favoured by God, she was the
last of several godly sisters to be called Home. Their mother, Mary
Jacques, was well known to Mr. Huntington and thought much of by
him.
The disposal of the goods of the dear old lady was in the hands of a
relation who, I fear, has but little sympathy with the doctrines of
Grace, and Miss A-- found her burning all the letters found. Miss
A-- begged a few, and later among some books, etc., that came to
me as a more distant relative, I found a few more. Some of these
letters are very beautiful, from Grace-taught people to one or other of
the Misses J acqnes. At present Miss A-- has them all but one, but
when returned I hope to send yon a copy of some for the GOSPEL
lIfAGAZINE, if you think fit. The one in my possession just now, I
herewith send a copy of-headed as the original-and I have attached
to it a copy of the hymn mentioned therein.
With very kind regards,
I am, Rev. and dear Sir,
Yours very sincerely,
F. BARKER COOKE.
10, OLD LEEDS ST., LIVERPOOL.
Feb. 18th, 1913.

======

PERHAPS you are ready to say: "I am afraid I am not a child of
God, because I am so dull and lifeless, my prayers are so cold and dead,
and I am so heavy and careless under ordinances." This is the method
God takes to make you discontented with yourself, your duties, and
your performances, and to make you look at Christ as your all.Romaine.

...~~g~--_.
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'UrotefJtant lSeacon.
THE TRUE CHURCH.
By THE LATE BISHOP RYLE,

Do you oelong to the one true Church; to the Church outside of which
there is no salvation 1 I do not ask where you go on Sunday; I only
ask, "Do you belong to the one true Church 1 "
Where is this one true Church 1 What is this one true Church like 1
. What are the marks by which this one true Church may be known 1
You may well ask such questions. Give me yonr attention, and I
will provide you with some answers.
The one true Church is composed of all believers in the Lord Jesus.
It is made up of all God's elect-of all converted men and womenof all true Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of
God the Father, the sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sancti·
fying work of God the Spirit, in that person we see a member of Christ's
true Church.
It is a Church of which all the members have the same marks. They
are all born of the Spirit; they all possess " repentance towards God,
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ," and holiness of life and conversation. They all hate sin, and they all love Christ. They worship
differently and after various fashions; some worship with a form of
prayer, and some with none; some worship kneeling, aud some standing; but they all worship with one heart. They are all led by one
Spirit; they all build upon one foundation; they all draw their
religion from one single Book-that is the Bible. They are all joined
to one great centre-that is Jesus Christ. They all even now can say
with one heart, "Hallelujah;" and they can all respond with one
heart and voice, " Amen and Amen."
It is a Church which is dependent upon no ministers upon earth,
however much it values those who preach the Gospel to its members.
The life of its members does not hang upon church·membership, and
baptism, and the Lord's Supper-although they highly value these
things, when they are to be had. But it has only one great Headone Shepherd, one chief Bishop-and that is Jesus Christ. He alone, by
His Spirit, admits the members of this Church, though ministers may
show the door. Till He opens the door no man on earth can open it---:neither bishops, nor presbyters, nor convocations, nor synods. Once
let a man repent and believe the Gospel, and that moment he becomes
a member of this Church. Like the penitent thief, he may have no
opportunity of being baptized; but he has that which is far better
than any water·baptism-the baptism of the Spirit. He may not be
able to receive the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper; but he eats
Christ's body and drinks Christ's blood by faith every day he lives,
and no minister on earth can prevent him. He may be excommunicated
by ordained men, and cut of! from the outward ordinances of the
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professing Church; but all the ordained men in the world cannot shut
him out of the true Church.
It is a Church whose existence does not depend on forms, ceremonies,
cathedrals, churches, chapels, pulpits, fonts, vestments, organs, endowments, money, kings, governments, magistrates, or any act of favour
whatsoever from the hand of man. It has often lived on and continued when all these things have been taken from it; it has often
been driven into the wilderness or into dens and caves of the earth,
by those who ought to have been its friends. Its existence depends
on nothing but the presence of Christ and His Spirit; and they
being ever with it, the Church can not die.
This is the Church to which the Scriptural titles of present honour
and privilege, and the promises of future glory, especially belong; this
is the body of Christ; this is the flock of Christ; this is the household
of faith and the family of God; this is God's building, God's foundation,
and the temple of the Holy Ghost. This is the Church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven; this is the royal priesthood,
the chosen generation, the peculiar people, the purchased possession,
the habitation of God, the light of the world, the salt and the wheat
of the earth; this is the" Holy Catholic Church" of the Apostle's
Creed; this is the" One Catholic aud Apostolic Church" of the Niccne
Creed; this is that Church to which the Lord Jesus promises, "The
gates of hell shall not prevail against it," and to which He says, " I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. xvi. 18;
xxviii. 20).
This is the only Church which possesses true unity. Its members
are entirely agreed on all the weightier matters of religion, for they are
all taught by one Spirit. About God, and Christ, and the Spirit, and
sin, and their own hearts, and faith, and repentance, and necessity of
holiness, and the valne of the Bible, and the importance of prayer, and
the resurrection, and ju4gment to come-abont all these points they
are of one mind. Take three or four of them, strangers to one another,
from the remotest corners of the earth; examine them separately on
these points; you will find them all of one judgment.
This is the only Church which possesses true sanctity. Its members
are all holy. They are not merely holy by profession, holy in name,
and holy in the judgment of charity; they are all holy in act, and
deed, and reality, and life, and truth. They are all more or less conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. No unholy man belongs to this
Church.
This is the only Church which is truly catholic. It is not the Church
of anyone nation 01' people; its members are to be found in every
part of the world where the Gospel is received and believed. It is not
confined within the limits of anyone country, 01' pent up within the
pale of any particular forms or outward government. In it there is
no difference between Jew and Greek, black man and white, Episcopalian and Presbyterian-but faith in Christ is all. Its members
will be gathered from north, and south, and east, and west, in the
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last day, and will be of every name and tongue-but all one in Jesus
Christ.
This is the only Church which is truly apostolic. It is built on the
foundation laid by the Apostles, and holds the doctrines which they
preached. The two grand objects at which its members aim are
apostolic faith and apostolic practice; and they consider the man
who talks of following the Apostles without possessing these two things
to be no better than sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.
This is the only Church which is certain to endure unto the end. Nothing can altogether overthrow and destroy it. Its members may be
persecuted, oppressed, imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, burned; but
the true Church is never altogether extinguished; it rises again from
its afllictions; it lives on through fire and water. The Pharaohs, the
Herods, the Neros, the bloody 1I1arys, have laboured in vain to put
down this Church; they slay their thousands, and then pass away and
go to their own place. The true Church outlives them all and sees
them buried each in his tum. It is an anvil that has broken many a
hammer in this world, and will break many a hammer still; it is a
bush which, often burning, yet is not consumed.
This is the Church which does the work 01 Christ upon earth. Its
members are a little flock, and few in number, compared with the
children of the world; one or two here, and two or three there. But
these are they who shake the wliverse; thesc are they who change
the fortunes of kingdoms by their prayers; these are they who are the
active workers for spreading the knowledge of pure religion and
undefiled; these are the life-blood of a country, the shield, the defence,
the stay, and the support of any nation to which they belong.
This is the Church which shall be truly glorious at the end. When all
earthly glory is passed away then shall this Church be presented
without spot before God the Father's throne. Thrones, principalities,
and powers upon earth shall come to nothing; but the Church of the
first-born shall shine as the stars at the last, and be presented with
joy before the Father's throne, in the day of Christ's appearing. When
the Lord's jewels are made up, and the manifestation of the sons of
God takes place, one Church only will be named, and that is the Church
of the elect.
Reader, this is the true Church to which a man must belong, il he would
be saved. Till you belong to this, you are nothing better than a lost
soul. You may have countless outward privileges; you may enjoy
great light, and knowledge-but if you do not belong to the Body of
Christ, your light, and knowledge, and privileges will not save your
soul. Men fancy if they join this church or that church, and become
communicants, and go through certain forms, that all must be right
with their souls. All were not Israel who werc called Israel, and all
are not members of Christ's Body who profess themselves Christians.
Take notice, you may be a staunch Episcopalian, or Presbyterian, or
Independent, or Baptist, or Wesleyan, or Plymouth Brother-and yet
not belong to the true Church. And if you do not, it will be better at
last if you had never been born.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

WORTHY old age has a natural title to reverence, and peculiar claims
upon our sympathies. The blanched head and furrowed brow are but
the "outward and visible signs" of experience and wisdom, dearly
purchased by the vicissitudes of a long lifetime; the wrinkled cheeks
whisper of bygone sorrows and tears that have left their tracks behind
them, while the dim eye and tottering step plead pathetically for
support and guidance. Even the querulousness into which the aged
are sometimes betrayed is often but a sharp sigh wrung from their failing strength by the heavy weight of years, and is itself a fresh call for
our pity and patience. And when those thus described are manifestly
ChJ:istians in heart and life, the strength of their appeal is doubled.
The Truth declared in the Divinely inspired Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament, summarized in our Trust Deed and prefixed to the
published Annual Reports, constitutes the basis of the Society, and in
faithful adherence to which all its work is carried on. This declaration
contains nothing of a denominational character, but is in substantial
agreement with Luther, Calvin, and our English Reformers and Puritans, and with Bunyan, Whitefield, Huntington, Hawker, Bishop
Waldegrave, and" so great a cloud of witnesses." The founders of
the Institution were one in "the faith once for all delivered to the
saints," and it is not less dear to their successors. No authority can
be added to a " Thus saith the Lord," and in the strength of this sure
Word the Committee have been kept" in the old paths, where is the
good way."
As far as possible the pensions are paid monthly and quarterly by
Christian friends, the Committee and Lady Visitors being the honorary
almoners in the metropolis, Brighton, and some other places. Elsewhere willing hands and loving hearts minister to the Society's large
family, which now numbers 1,574. This personal element is one of the
most important features of the Institution, for it cements that bond of
union which joins all classes and conditions of " the household of God."
The regular visit, prayer, counsel, cheer-who can tabulate the vital
worth of these things to those who, in weakness and solitude, are passing their days! "I like to take your mind out walking," said a visitor
to a despondent one; and again and again such are refreshed by their
thoughts being turned from their accustomed groove, and led into the
"green pastures," by the" still waters." The revival of personal agency
is indeed needed in these days. The touch of a hand, the glance of an
eye, the tone of a voice, the sympathy of warm loving hearts, charged
with healing influences, go far.
Our financial year closes on March 31st, and in order to bring it to a
satisfactory issue the receipts for the month need a considerable
increase, upwards of £43 daily being required to meet the expenditure
upon the Life Pensions and the Homes.
Parts of three letters testify to the feeling of our supporters. "We
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are sending our subscriptions, and hope the Lord will continue to bless
the Society abundantly, keeping it purely on the old lines"; "I
deeply regret it is not in my power to do more for your faithful to God's
truth Society. I do feel it is doing a large amoUllt of good to the aged
family of God, and feel sure it is meeting with His blessing." The Rev.
Dr. Alexander Robertson, of Venice, writes-" The Society is a unique
and an invaluable work. I am glad to know of it, and I shall be pleased
if, in any way, I can help it."

l~
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE whole~ivilized world was stricken with grief on hearing on Tuesday
morning, February 11th, of the sad end of Captain Scott and four of
his comrades, in their extensive return joumey from the South Pole.
The expedition left New Zealand on November 29th, 1910. "In
January, 1911, Captain Scott established depots in preparation for
the final dash. The last messages from him reached England last
April. They were dated January 3rd, and he had then reached a
point 150 miles from the South Pole and was still advancing. His
final message was that he was remaining in the Antarctic for another
winter in order to continue and complete his scientific work. Before
that message arrived the explorer was dead." Captain Scott and his
party reached the Pole on January 17th, 1912, and there planted the
Union Jack. Captain Scott continued writing his diary until March
25th, 1912. The closing words are very pathetic :-" We are weak,
writing is difficult, but for my own sake I do not regret this
journey, which has shown that Englishmen can endure hardship,
help one another, and meet death with as great a fortitude as ever
in the past. . . . Had we lived I should have a tale to tell of the
hardihood, endurance, and courage of my companions, which would
have stirred the heart of every Englishman. These rough notes and
our dead bodies must tell the tale, but surely, surely, a great, rich
country like ours will see that those who are dependent upon us are
properly provided for." The search party found the tent in which
Captain Scott and two of his companions died on November 10th, 1912,
and erected a cairn over the remains of Captain Scott, Dr. Wilson, and
Lieut. Bowers. The record on this had subscribed on it the words,
" The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the name of
the Lord."
We cordially endorse the following remarks on Captain Scott's
Expedition which appear in the English Churchman. "Some may
wonder whether the end in view was worth the sacrifice, but even they
will add their tribute to the British pluck and endurance which were
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so signally manifested. We are reminded that there is another cause
far grander even than that of national honour or scientific discovery,
and that is the cause of 'Christ.' For His s('lce strong men and
devoted women are living and dying -far away from home, under
burning sun or amid perpetual frosts and snows_ They are happy if
they can show the way of life to the ignorant and the lost. We ought
not to forget their heroism, nor the claim that they have upon our
thoughtful sympathy and our intercessory prayer."

The House of Lords has rejected the Home Rule Bill by a substantial
majority. There voted for the Second Reading 69, and against it 326,
giving a majority against the Bill of 257. As we go to press we learn
that the House of Lords has also rejected the Established Church
(Wales) Bill. There voted for the Second Reading 51, and against
252, the majority against being 201.

THE Lord delighteth in the righteous. He knoweth their way.
He loves, approves, and confirms them. The most common occupations of life, the honest industry of the servants of God, are looked
upon by Him with approbation. By these they show forth their
Father, and the praises of Him Who called them from darkness to
light. The most ordinary duties of our calling become sacrifices to
God, and religious duties, when performed in the Spirit, and directed
to the great end of glorifying God.-Robert Hall.
BEWARE how you ever look upon yourself as cut off from life and
from enjoyment; you are not cut off, only taken apart, laid aside, it
may be but for a season or it may be for life; but still you are part
of the body of which Christ is the Head. Some must suffer and some
must serve, but each one is necessary to the other, " the whole body
fitly framed together by that which every joint supplieth," "the eye
cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again the head to
the feet, I have no need of you" (Eph. iv. 16; 1 Cor. xii. 21). Your
feet may be set fast; they may have run with great activity, and you
Borrow now because they can run no more. But do not sorrow thus,
do not envy those who are running. You have a work to do; it
may be the work of the head, or of the eye, it surely is whatever work
God gives you. It may be the work of lying still, of not stirring hand
or foot, of scarcely speaking, scarcely showing life. Fear not: if He,
your heavenly Master, has given it to you to do, it is His work and
He will bless it. Do not say, This is work, and this is not. How do
you know 1 What work, think you, was Daniel doing in the lions'
den 1 or Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace 1
Their work was "glorious, laudable, and honourable"; they were
glorifying God in suffering.-From " Si"kness, Its Trials and Blessings."
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