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No. XXI.
" And 1, brethreJl, whim 1 came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For 1 determined not to know any thing among you, sa:ve Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTIDANS ii. I, 2.

"THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."
IT has been our prayerful desire that the extracts from our work,
" THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE," which by request we have included
in " A Gospel Ministry of Fifty Years," might under the blessing
of the HOLY SPIRIT bring glory to the TRI-UNE GOD of our salvation. And very graciously has the MASTER, Whom we humbly
seek to serve, been pleased to grant us encouraging assurances
from one and another of His dear tried people, that they have
therein found the spiritual edification, comfort, and help, of which
their exercised souls stood sorely in need. It would also appear
to be meeting a felt want in these solemn and momentous times.
This being so, we feel constrained to comply with the wishes of
these members of the redeemed flock of CHRIST, who love the old
truths of the everlasting Covenant, and somewhat extend the
limits originally purposed by ourselves in this matter.
9
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" The reader's attention has already been called to the anthropological economy revealed by JEHOVAH in His Word, and to the
truth that a sequence of Men, leading from the' First Man' through
the Second up to the 'Perfect Man,' is identified very closely
with the history of the great enemy of the Di vine plans and purposes.
The 'Perfect Man' is the Ideal of the heavenly counsels. The
First Man was of the earth earthy, and, being fallible, fell, tmder
the superior wisdom of the angelic serpent. In that Man, therefore, it was impossible that the eternal and infinitely holy GOD
should find His rest. Then, in the Second Man, we find One Who
occupies the position of a Mediator, and, as ' a Mediator is not a
mediator of one,' but at least of two parties, so the Second Mau
could not be JEHOVAH'S final resting-place. As, therefore, the
First Man led up to the Second, so the Second to the Perfect; for
the redeemed of JESUS CmuST, the Church of the Firstborn, is
plainly declared to be the complement (TO 7rAlipwp.a) of CHRIST
(Eph. i. 23). Indeed, so true is it that the REDEEMER and the
redeemed are reckoned one in the counsels of JEHOVAH, that the
HOLY GHOST emphatically calls the Church and her risen Head
by the common title-' THE CHRIST' (0 XplaT6~-1 Cor. xii. 12).
The temple of this mystical body of the CHRIST is super-excellently
designed to be GOD'S rest. Even now it can be said of all the
saints, that they are' an habitation of GOD' (Eph. ii. 22), as being
'in the LORD,' 'the Second Man.' This present dispensation of
Gospel grace is designed to be the Divine occasion for' perfecting
the saints,' for the' edifying [that is, building up] of the body of
CHRIST.' And this glorious work of JEHOVAH'S grace and love
must go on prospering' till we all come into the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the SON OF GOD, unto a PERFECT MAN,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of th.e CHRIST (TaU
'7I'A'lpWf'aTo~ TaU XplaTOV)' (Eph. iv. 12, 13).
It is of this one
CHRIST then-Head and Body-that JEHOVAH declares in the
Book, 'This is My rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have
desired it' (Psa. cxxxii. 14). This is the Man of Perfection whom
a Covenant of grace has secured for the everlasting glory of the
TRI-UNE JEHOVAH.
"With this Divine plan, then, the arch-enemy of GOD is
thoroughly conversant. To hinder its realization is his untiring

The Gospel Magazine

131

employment. Full well he knows that once GOD'S purpose is
fulfilled, his doom will be eternally sealed and executed. The
utter overthrow of all enemies, angelic and human, is identified
with the appearing of the LORD JESUS to take unto Himself the
glorious Kingdom of His redeemed. Seated now at the right hand
of the MAJESTY on high, JESUS sits there as ' Head over all things
to the Church' (Eph. i. 22). When He ascended, after having
descended first into the lower parts of the earth, He entered upon
the assertion of His Kingly office, Satan, with all his principalities
and powers, being subject unto Him (1 Peter iii. 22). And, spite
of the machinations of the 'god of this age,' CHRIST 'must reign
till He hath put all enemies under His feet' (1 Cor. xv. 25, 26),
even 'DEATH' (Satan's sword) being finally wrested from the
tyrant's hand, and cast, with the dragon himself, 'into the lake of
fire' (Rev. xx. 14).
" Now, a desperate purpose to try with fiery tria.l the redeemed
Church of GOD possessed the devil as he entered upon this present
dispensation, the smart of the ' bruise' he had just received from
the ' Second Man' only serving to increase his deadly hostility.
"The day of Pentecost, when three thousand of his victims
were delivered from the power of the lion, left him no room to
hope that the work of the HOLY GHOST would create no stir among
the nations of the earth. The fact that men of all languages
heard the Gospel in their own tongues, and believed in CHRIST,
convinced the Prince of Darkness that the struggle between himself and the Kingdom of light would be world-wide in its extent,
and terrible in its strength.
"Scanning, therefore, the dispensation in its length and final
issues, the crafty spirit of evil devised his plans of attack accordingly. He would suit his temptations to the respective ages of
the Church's history and her shifting spiritual condition therein.
" The careful student of the course of GOD'S Church on earth
since the day of Pentecost will not have failed to observe that the
epochs of Satan's temptation throughout are divisible into thre;.,.
It is true that the gradations which characterize the transitions
from one period of temptation to the next are occasionally difficult
to trace out; yet, as the new period approaches more closely,
its individuality becomes nnmistakable.
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" The common characteristic of these three epochs is that they
all close with bloodshed and physical persecution, while the periods
leading up to the times of persecution are more or less tainted
with apostasy from the truth of GOD'S Word, with the development of heresies, abounding schisms, and the growth of worldpower in the Church.
"Moreover, it is noteworthy that the three principal epochs of
temptation which mark Satan's antagonism to CHRIST in the
persons of His people in this dispensation follow, or seem to follow,
in the same order as did the temptations of the First Man and the
Second Man. We have seen how in both those former temptations
the principle Satan proceeded upon was to appeal to the senses,
and offer inducements to them with a view to satisfying the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. It might
at the time have been further pointed out that each appeal of the
tempter had its own sphere of action; the lust of the flesh finding
its sphere in the body; the lust of the eyes in the sensuous part,
the soul; and the pride of life in the intellectual, the spirit. Thus
the whole trichotomy of the Man in each case was assailed by the
serpent. Thus too, in the history of the temptation of the' Perfect
Man,' the gradations of Satan's attacks are distinctly marked,
beginning with what may, in the Church's corporate capacity, be
called the body, following on to that which answers to the soul,
and culminating in the intellectual, or that which in an individual
man is the spirit."
The first period of Satan's trial of GOD'S Church, after the resurrection of CHRIST, extended, we sought to show, from the day of
Pentecost to the earlier part of the fourth century. "The mystery
of iniquity," we pointed out, was already energized by Satan even
in Apostolic days (2 Thess. ii. 7), and false prophets and deceivers
were foretold all arising from amongst the primitive Christians
themselves; yea, grievous wolves, not sparing the flock (Acts xx.
29, 30). After enumerating the various heresies of the first three
centuries-the principal of which drew large numbers of the
professing Church aside from the Truth of the Gospel, to the
serious hurt of CHRIST'S Kingdom and the great advancement of
Satan's-we proceeded :-
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"Moreover, during a great portion of the period referred to,
namely, from A.D. 64 (Nero) to 313 (Constantine), another and a
very fearful phase of Satanic temptation tried the constancy of the
Church of GOD. The revengeful spirit of evil, seeing that the
choking of the Word of GOD could not be effected by the rank
weeds of heresy, notwithstanding that he had so plentifully sown
and so sedulously nurtured them, stirred up the fury of the Pagan
world against the Christians, and kindled the fires of martyrdom
whereby to tempt them to blaspheme and to recant their faith.
The well·known ten perse<mtions. during which the most unheard-of
barbarities were resorted to by the agents of Satan, were aimed
mainly at the bodies or men, although property and everything
held dear in this world were also ruthlessly attacked. The instru·
ments chosen by the serpent in his wisdom for this work of blood
were altogether natural and to hand. What so easy as to induce
benighted heathen rulers to see that the doctrines of Christianity
were fatal to Paganism? The Gospel which the Church of GOD
taught drew men from the temples and sacrifices, from the religious
solemnities and public sports of the Gentile world to the pure,
holy, and spiritual service and worship of the living and true
GOD. The provocation was therefore manifest. With a will did
the several Roman emperors give themselves to the work or
extirpating alike the Christian faith and the Christians themselves,
The last of all those ten principal persecutions of the primitive
Church was the longest and worst, and this latest assault of
Satan's on the Kingdom of CHRIST in the first epoch was intensified
by a special effort to destroy the Holy Books which enshrined the
faith of the Gospel. Sulpicius Severus (quoted by Dr. Lardner,
vol. iv., p. 294) observes: 'Never was the world more wasted by
any war.' The spiritual fidelity of the Christians under this
Diocletian persecution was most sorely tested, inasmuch as they
were not only tortured mercilessly with a view to their denying
the 'faith of CHRIST, but, as Mosheim tells us in his Ecclesiastical
History (Cent. iv., cap. i.): 'The magistra.tes were ordered and
commissioned to rorce all Christians, without distinction of rank
or sex, to sacrifWe to the gods, and were authorized to employ all
sorts of torments in order to drive them to this act of apostasy.
The diligence and zeal of the Roman magistrates in the execution
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of this edict had like to have proved fatal to the Christian cause.'
The fiery ordeal was too much for many of the less strong and
confirmed. There were stony-ground hearers of the Word in those
days even as now. These were sifted out, so fulfilling the parable
of our LORD, 'He that received the seed into stony places, the
same is he that heareth the Word, and anon with joy receiveth it;
yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the Word, by and by
he is offended [Greek, scandalised]' (Matt. xiii. 20, 21). How
great was the exultation of the prince of demons at sight of this
apostasy, misery, and bloodshed, who can conceive?
"But dust was destined, even here, to be the serpent's meat.
The ways of GOD were past Satan's finding out. In the very hour
of this the first of the three great temptations of the Perfect Man,
when the weakness of the body was thus ruthlessly tyrannized
over by the great dragon, and a terrible dread reigned throughout
the Kingdom of CHRIST, the fillthful PROMISER wrought,. sudden

and great deliverance for His afHicted people. Then was further
fulfilled that exultant exclamation ot the glorified Head of the
Body: 'All My bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto Thee,
Which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him,
yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?'
(Psa. xxxv. 10.)
" A knowledge of the true GOD was at this juncture given, by
!!'face, to one of the Roman emperors, Constantine called the Great.
And about A.D. 313 the persecution was stayed. But not only so,
the regis of the State was cast over the infant Church . . . . Then,
in a blessed degree, the Churches had rest on the earth. The first
temptation had ended. The first epoch was distinctly marked
off by the sovereign hand of GOD. But the tempter's work was
not yet finished. When he assailed the Second Man as to the
body, and met with defeat, then he raised the standard higher and
proceeded to attack the soul. The parallel in the case of the
Perfect Man next demands our attention.
"The second period of Satanic temptation now co=enced,
and may be reckoned as lasting from the time of Constantine to
the era of the Reformation. The circumstances of the Seed of the
woman being now wholly changed, we find a change also in the
~
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tactics of the serpent and his seed. Hitherto Paganism had been
the devil's stronghold, but Paganism was rapidly decaying before
the Divine power of the Gospel. The visible Church, therefore,
was the instrument selected by Satan for a new attack on the
invisible.
" This plan of his had been clearly anticipated in the word of
prophecy. The decrease of Pagan power and authority was to
witness the increase of ecclesiastical authority and ascendancy.
Thus, the Apostle St. Paul, who wrote to the Thessalonians about
the time of Nero, sketches in a few words and with a delicate
allusion to the existing state of things in the Pagan empire, the
future dominance of ecclesiasticism, its characteristics of evil, and
final overthrow. ' Let no man deceive you,' says the Apostle, 'by
any means; for that day shall not come except there come a
falling away [rather, as the Greek, the apostasy, 'i &",oO"TaO"la] first,
and that MAN OF SIN be revealed, the SON OF PERDITION; who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called GOD, or that
is worshipped; so that he as GOD sitteth in the temple of GOD,
shewing himself that he is GOD. Remember ye not, that, when I
was yet with you, I told you these things ~ And now ye know what
withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the MYSTERY
OF INIQUITY [lawlessness, avof'la] doth already work: only he who
now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way [i.e., the Pagan
mle]. And then SHALL that wicked [Greek, the lawless one,
;, ilvof'o~] be revealed, whom the LORD shall consume with the spirit
of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming :
even him, whose coming is after the working of SATAN [or, according
to the energy of Satan] with all power and signs and lying wonders,
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousne$S in them that perish;
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might
be saved. And for this cause GOD shall send them strong delusion
[rather, an ENERGY of IMPOSTURE, 'I'ipyElav ".Mv~~] that they
should believe a lie [THE lie, Tif 1fEVOEl]; that they all might be
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness' (2 Thess. ii. 3-12). Accordingly, in proportion as the Gospel,
under the safe-conduct of the empire, spread abroad, the old state
of things began to wane, and the power of the- Church assumed the
functions of government. . . . . . .
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" As wealth and influence continued to grow, the chief authorities
. in the visible Church began to assume the most unwarrantable
pretensions. Precedence over worldly states was openly claimed.
In the case of the Bishop of Rome, and by the aid of the notorious
tyrant, Phocas, the ominous title was obtained of Universal Bishop.
With this new dignity, implying superiority over the whole visible
Church on earth, the Roman pontiffs used all sorts of methods to
maintain and enlarge their authority and pre-eminence; and
though a fair show of opposition had to be met in certain quarters,
yet wealth, power, and ambition prevailed. In course of time
the empire of paganism was merged into the empire of the papacy,
the very same title, Pontifex Maximus, being adopted by the pope
as formerly pertained to the heathen emperors. Here was the
fulfilling of the prophecy of St. Paul above quoted. That which
did ' let,' or hinder, the manifestation of the Lawless One was at
last taken out of the way, and the Man of Sin, the false apostle,
the Son of Perdition, was revealed in his true character. Satan's
working, though with 'all deceivableness of unrighteousness,' was
highly successful, and now it may be said that the great adversary
of CHRIST'S Church had a counterfeit church of his own, an engine
of power which needed only skill in the employment of it to do
terrible damage to the cause of vital religion, and especially to
the true inyisible Church of GOD throughout the world.
" The {)hange ot tactics on the part of the tempter, who, all
through the first 300 years of our second period, was leading up
his forces to the main position, is from this time forth marked
very wstinctly as being an attack on the more sensuous element
in the Church, or body corporate, answering to the soul in the
First and Second Man. A gorgeous ceremonialism, clustering
round material superstition, rapidly grew out of the visible Church's
worldly circumstances, until the climax was reached in the
sixteenth century. . . . . .. The ministers of religion having left
the fountain of living Truth, and superseded the inspired Scriptures
by their own traditions, the multitude easily followed. So long
as the clergy could exalt themselves in the eyes of the laity, the
latter might remain in the grossest ignorance and snperstition.
The worship of images, the fiction of a purgatory, the virtue of
relics, and the like, were among the earlier popular departures
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from the right way. But the crowning error into which the visible
Church was by degrees led-the process of Satanic inspiration
extending from the eighth to the thirteenth century-was that
the priesthood possessed a Divine power to locate the LORD JESUS
OHRIST on an earthly altar, and to lift Him up, under the veils of
bread and wine, to the adoration of the people. It is in this
blasphemous fraud that the Apostle Paul's prophecy finds its
accurate fulfilment. Of' the apostasy' forerunning the Second
Coming of CHRIST, he says that the deluded followers of the lawless
one should believe 'THE LIE '-TO "'E;;OO~. [The word "'E;;OO~,
as used in Holy Scripture, by no means always implies a falsehood
spoken. It bears sometimes a general sense. The force of the
word may be thus stated-that whioh is not what it professes to be,
a delusion. Thus false gods, and images, are included under this
designation, as Rom. i. 25-' Who changed the truth of GOD into
a lie (i.e., an image) and worshipped and served the creature.'
Compare verse 23. And in the Book of Revelation we meet with
the same application of the word ' lie ' to an image. Referring to
the future state of glory, to which the invisible Church is predestined, the HOLY GHOST says that, 'There shall in no wise enter
into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie' (Rev. xxi. 27). And speaking of those
'without,' He includes' whosoever loveth and maketh a lie ' (Rev.
xxii. 15). Images representing the Deity and humanity of GOD
the SON are now openly set up by the Church of the Apostasy;
but this idolatry had its beginning when the Council of Constantinople, A.D. 754, declared that: 'Our LORD having left no
other image of Himself but the Sacrament, in which the substance
of bread and wine is the image of His body,' etc. Building on
this false foundation, that in the Supper, CHRIST left an image of
Himself, the second Council of Nice, A.D. 787, asserted: 'The
Sacrament after consecration is not the image and antitype of
OHRIST'S body and blood, but IS PROPERLY His body and blood.
Thus' the lie' of Antichrist germinated, until the fourth Council
of Lateran, A.D. 1215, decreed Transubstantiation to be a doctrine
of the Church, and the Council of Trent, A.D. 1551, pronounced an
anathema upon all who should disbelieve it. The doctrine of
Transubstantiation inevitably led to the adoration of the local

•

138

The Gospel Magazine

presence of the LORD under the forms of the elements. From the
Roman canon law we learn that it was Pope Honorius, the successor
of Innocent Ill., in the beginning of the thirteenth century, who
ordered the priests to elevate the Host, and the people to prostrate
themselves before it in worship. In A.D. 1264 was established by
Pope Urban IV. a festival in special honour of this awful blasphemy,
called Corpus Christi, with which ever since have been connected
the most revolting idolatries.] Of all the impostures that the
, father of lies' ever palmed upon a credulous world, this doctrine
which, both logically and theologically, repeats millions of times
the humiliation of the BLESSED REDEEMER, necessarily transcends
all! Hence it is that the definite article is placed by the HOLY
GHOST before this word 'lie.' And from the date of the general
acceptance of this dogma, which is the centre and sum of the
mystery of lawlessness, the great deceiver of the visible Church
rapidly proceeded to elaborate such a system of sensuous religionism
that the vast body of Christendom lapsed into a state of idolatry,
not less real because founded on the name of CHRIST, while more
potent than any of the more ancient forms, inasmuch as a measure
of nominal truth intermingled with the theory of it.
" The essential idolatry of the Mass is complete in its identity
with the worship of idols, and is surely contemned by the Psalmist
in the passage: 'Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's
hands. They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they,
but they see not; they have ears, but they hear not; noses have
they, but they smell not; they have hands, but they handle not;
feet have they, but they walk not; neither speak they through
their throat' (Psa. cxv. 4-7). This fact will be the more clear when
the following testimony from the pen of a Romanist, and a member
of the so-called 'Society of JESUS' is compared with the above
inspired passage. The language is really too revolting for transcription; but Satan's depths must be uncovered, or his cause
will get the advantage. The Jesuit writer (Father Nouett) says:
'Lastly, on the change of the bread and wine, THE SACRED BODY
OF JESUS CHRIST, which takes the place of the material food,
remains under the species, having all the functions of its natural
life suspended. HE [i.e., the Host] HAS EYES, BUT. HE DOES NOT
SEE; AND HE MAKES NO USE OF HIS FACULTIES. . .. He permits

The Gospel Magazine

139

himself to be CARRIED ABOUT, TOUCHED, HANDLED, AND EATEN,
and yet is impassible.'
"For several centuries, then, this system of Christianized
Paganism trained the visible Church in the practice of the most
perilous form of idolatry, and the triumph of the tempter seemed
complete. The Word of GOD had been laid aside for the traditions
of man. An earthly priesthood had usurped the functions of
CHRIST in forgiving sins and offering atonement for transgression,
and' the Man of Sin' sat in the temple of GOD, showing himself,
so far as spiritualities, and indeed temporalities also, went, that
he was GOD. The will of the vice-Christ, or Antichrist, was
supreme. He had decreed that in 'the sacrifice of the altar'
there was a true propitiatory offering for the sins of the living and
the dead, and Christendom was bidden to bow down and worship
before the man-made image. A solemn 'anathema' was also
pronounced against all or any who dared to refuse to worship.
This hour of sensuous temptation was a season of triumph for
the serpent. His reign seemed likely to last long-his subjects
comprised hundreds of Inillions-' all the world' worshipped the
, beast' and his ' image.'
" But again dust is the serpent's meat. A deadly wound must
now fall upon his head. The Divine GOVERNOR of the invisible
Church had not forgotten His proInise-' Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the age' (Matt. xxviii. 20)."
CLIFrON, BRISTOL,

THE EDITOR.

Febl"Uary 4th, 1915.
(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
IT is for each of us to ask himself, " Am I ready, or am I not ready?
am I waiting, or am I not waiting, for my Lord's Return?" and
then to answer this question by searching the Scriptures with an
awakened heart and an exercised conscience, each inquiring whether
he, as a good servant, is living only for his Master's glory and the
promotion of His interests; whether he is living each hour under the
Master's eye, and in the light of that coming day of glory when He
shall return; or whether, as an evil servant, he is leading a life of
self-seeking and self-gratification, and saying in his heart, as no good
servant would say, " My Lord delayeth His Coming, and so I may
live as I please."-The late Dr. Biss.
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PERILOUS TIMES.
" This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come."2 TIMOTHY iii. 1.

THESE words are a prophecy written by the Apostle Paul to
Timothy concerning the perilous character of the last days. In
his first Epistle to Timothy the Apostle gives a similar warning.
He says, "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having
their conscience seared with a hot iron" (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2). Referring
to the same period, the Apostle Peter says, "Knowing this first,
that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise 01 His coming ~ for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation" (2 Pet. iii. 3, 4). These predictions
have been given for our instruction. They are intended to prepare
us for what is coming. With these, and similar prophecies before
us, we need not be surprised at what we see around us. It is
exactly what God's Word leads us to expect. The" sure word
of prophecy" is thus seen to be "a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise." To this word
we do well that we take heed.
First, let us think of the character of the times of which the Apostle
W'l'ites.
They will be " perilous times." The word translated " perilous "
means hard to bear, troublesome, dangerous. This shows that
these times will be grievous and hard to be endured by God's
people, and they will be dangerous and perilous, especially to
those Christians who are not well-grounded in the teachings of
God's Word. The context shows how these times will be dangerous
and grievous.
1. They will be times of opposition to the Truth.
The men of those times are likened to the magicians who resisted
Moses. "As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these
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also resist the Truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning
the faith" (v. 8). Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. They
will resist and reject Him. The written Word is Truth, and these
men will withstand it. They will rejeot its doctrines, they will
deny the accuracy of its narratives, they will refuse to be bound
by its precepts. " The time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the Truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim.
iv. 3, 4). How remarkably this forecast is being fulfilled in our
own day! The sound doctrines of God's Word concerning the
plenary inspiration of Scripture, the depravity of human nature,
the substitutionary and atoning work of Christ, the eternal duration of future punishment, the need of regeneration and conversion, together with the electing and predestinating love and
purposes of God are being more or less stoutly resisted on all hands.
The so-called .assured results of German higher criticism are seen
in the terrible war which is now raging. Nothing will restrain
those who have cast off the restraints of God's Word written, and
a book which is regarded as a mere human production has no
longer any binding and restraining power over those who deny
that the Scriptures have "God for their Author, Truth without
mixture of error for their matter, and Salvation for their end."
When we add to the rationalistic opposition to Divine Truth the
apostasy from Reformation principles as seen in the ritualistic
movement, we realize how fully the prophetic Scriptures are being
fulfilled in our own times. That movement rej ects the full truth
as to Christ's finished work, as to the way of pardon, as to direct
access to God, as to complete justification through faith in Christ's
merits, and as to the true and ouly object of worship. The result
is that the idolatry of the Mass, the abomination of the Confessional,
the miserable doctrine of Purgatory, and the degradations of
Mariolatry and Saint Worship are being tolerated in the Protestant
and Reformed Church of England. Truly we live in times of
opposition to the Truth of God.
2. They will be times of abounding iniquity.
"Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
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without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded "
(2 Tim. iii. 2-4). This catalogue of sins reminds us of a similar
catalogue descriptive of the heathen world who "changed the
.Truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than [margin, rather than] the Creator, Who is blessed for
evermore" (see Rom. i. 25, 29-32). These manifestations of the
sin and wickedness of the human heart are doubtless to be found
more or less rampant in every age, but they will evidently be
specially characteristic of " the last days." " And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold" (Matt. xxiv. 12).
How the Lord's people will need to watch and be sober! What
need of being diligent that we may be "found of Him in peace,
without spot, and blameless"!
The grace of God that bringeth salvation to His people teaches
them that "denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and Godly, in this present world; looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 12, 13). What
dependence on the Spirit's power, what prayerfulness, what meditation on the teachings of the Word are needed if we are to walk
worthy of our high calling, and if we are to keep separate from
the evils which will mark the last days of this dispensation!
3. They will be times of pleasure-loving.
Men shall be "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God."
Theatres, picture palaces, worldly concerts, balls, golf, tennis,
football, bridge parties, pleasures good in themselves, and pleasures
evil, will be loved more than God from Whom all our blessings
flow_ So keenly will this love of pleasure be felt that the Lord's
Day will be used to gratify this evil propensity and all higher
things will be neglected. How truly this prophecy is being fulfiJled
before our eyes! Even the secular press has protested against
the inordinate love of football and the indifference to the highest
interests of the nation and empire which has characterized large
numbers in the past. This undue love of that which pleases the
eye and the ear has invaded the professing Church. Worldly
amusements abound in our schoolrooms, elaborate music is killing
all spirituality of worship in our Churches, and in our homes there
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is often undue luxury in food, in furniture and in dress. The
Lord's own Spirit-taught people need to beware of these evils.
4. They will be times of formalism.
Men will have "a form of Godliness," but they will deny "the
power thereof" (v. 5). They will manifest the outward appearance of piety and the fear of God, but they will deny by their
lives the regenerating and sanctifying influence which is behind
all true Godliness. Israel of old had the outward appearance of
Godliness. They offered a multitude of sacrifices, burnt offerings
and rams and the fat ot fed beasts; they observed the "new
moons and the sabbaths and the calling of assemblies." But
God said, "It is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new
moons and your appointed feasts My soul hateth: they are a
trouble unto Me; I am weary to bear them. And when you
spread forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you: yea,
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear." Why did God
thus speak to His ancient people? Because they had a form of
Godliness, but they practically denied its power. Their hands
were full of blood. They were clinging to their sins. Yes, we
may go to early services and daily services. We may fast in
Lent and abound in what is called church work, and yet we may
be mere formalists, having a name to live while we are still dead
in trespasses and sins. We need to ask ourselves, "Is the root
of the matter in us? Have we passed from death unto life?
Have we been born again and regenerated by the Holy Ghost?
Have we become aware of the plague and sinfulness and guilt of
our own hearts, and have we been led to that Fountain which
has been opened for sin and uncleanness'?" In other words, is
Christ precious to our hearts and have we been washed and made
white in His precious blood? Formalism abounds to-day, and
it will evidently abound more as the end of the age draws nearer.
5. They will be times of delusion.
We read that" Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived" (2 Tim. iii. 13). They will
be deceived themselves and they will deceive and delude others.
Women will be peculiarly liable to be led astray. For the men
of whom the Apostle writes are, "They which creep into houses,
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away' with divers
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lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge
of the Truth" (vv. 6, 7). There is a solemn word written in the
Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, where we read of the man of
sin "whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they receive not
the love of the Truth, that they might be saved. And for this
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe
a lie: that they all might be damned who believed not the Truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness" (2 Thess. ii. 9-12). Perilous
indeed then will be the times to which the Apostle refers. They
will be times of opposition to the Truth, of abounding iniquity,
of pleasure-loving, of formalism, of delusion. May the writer
and his readers be Divinely preserved from falling into the errors,
delusions and sins which are to characterize the last days!
We may now think secondly of the duty of God's people, in view
of these times.
This may be summed up in tour words :1. Separation. Having spoken of the evil men of the last days,
the Apostle says to God's people, "From such turn away." Those
who are on the earth during the closing days of this dispensation
are to be on their guard against having fellowship with the evil
men of those times. They are to turn away from them, to walk
in holy separation from them and from their evil teachings and
their evil lives. This means courage. It means a willingness to
be in the minority. It means a willingness to walk in a lonely
path. But all God's faithtul ones have been in the minority.
We have but to recall the names of such saints as Noah, Joseph,
Moses, Elijah, Micaiah the son of Imlah, Jeremiah, and Daniel
in order to realize that God's people in every age are in the minority.
If then we walk in a lonely and separate path, we are in good
company, and it is in that path that we have in a special measure
fellowship with the Father, with the Son, and with the Holy
Ghost. "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord."
2. Steadfastness. "But continue thou in the things which thou
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou
hast learned them" (2 Tim. iii. 14). Others may turn away their
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ears from the Truth, but do thou steadfastly continue in the precious
truths which thou hast learned from the Holy Scriptures. If a
Godly grandmother or a Godly mother hath taught thee the
truths of God's Word, hold them fast. Do not be ashamed of
them. Those truths have made thee wise unto salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. They are the truths of those Scriptures
which have been given by inspiration of God. Hold them fast;
grip them with a firmer hold, and be not carried away by the
delusions of these perilous times. "Watch ye, stand fast in the
faith, quit you like men, be strong." Beware of going with the
times.
3. Testimony. Though the times may be dark, God's people,
and especially ministers of the Gospel, must open their mouths
boldly to make known the mystery of the Gospel. So the Apostle
says in view of such times, "Preach the Word." Go on preaching
the old Gospel. However the times may change, the Gospel ne"er
changes. It liveth and endureth for ever, and we have no other
message than the Gospel of the grace of God·. Through this
message God is pleased in all ages to save them that believe. Even
if only a few will endure to listen to this message, go on making
it known, and beware of adding to or taking from the message
which God has co=anded to be proclaimed.
4. Endurance. What endurance is characterizing the soldiers
and sailors of our earthly king in this terrible European war!
In like manner to Timothy and to all faithful messengers of God
the Apostle says, "Watch thou in all things, endure afHictions,
do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry"
(2 Tim. iv. 5). Think of Paul who said, "None of these things
move me." Think of Moses who chose" rather to suffer afHiction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season." "Be strong in the grace that is in Christ J esUB."
"Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."
May we who are the Lord's people take heed to the warnings
of the sure word of prophecy, and may we be Divinely enabled to
be separate, steadfast, faithful and enduring in these perilous
times.
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
I:>
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" The just Lord is in the midst thereof,. He will not do iniquity : every
morning dotk He bring His judgment to light, He failetk not,. but
the unjust knoweth no shame."-ZEPHANIAH iii. 5.

a solemn heading there is to this chapter-Jerusalem sharply
reproved. Because this favoured city was dear to the Divine heart,
she must needs be reproved. If the Gospel was commanded by Jesus
hundreds of years later to be preached in all the world, beginning at
Jerusalem, surely His Divine reproofs and corrections for her sins
would begin there. "If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall
the ungodly and the sinner appear 1" And oh! what a solemn
picture is drawn by the Holy Spirit of this" city of the great King "" Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! She
obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not
in the Lord; she drew not near to her God. Her princes within her
are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not
the bones till the morrow. Her prophets are light and treacherous
persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done
violence to the law." But what a beautiful break in this category
of sin, folly, failure and shortcoming on the part of princes, judges,
prophets, priests, and people-" The just Lord is in the midst thereof;
He will not do iniquity: every morning doth He bring His judgment
to light, He faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame." There
is none holy as the Lord; there is none righteous as our God. There
is none" perfect" as Jehovah's Servant, the Lord's Messenger in His
holy temple. "He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways
are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right
is He " (Deut. xxxii. 4). Such is the God Who is in the midst of thee,
Jerusalem sinner. "The King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the
midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more" (verse 15). And
the precious truth is reiterated in the 17th verse of this same chapter:
"The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save,
.He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will
joy over thee with singing." Oh, what" exceeding great and precious
promises" has our God left on record for His weak, sinful, and defenceless people. He is in the midst of them-" God is in the midst of
.her: she shall not be moved." He is " as a wall of fire round about
her" also, a defence and a glory, and His declaration is that He " will
.also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they
:shall trust in the Name of the Lord." He is, too, the provision of
that "strong tower", even the everlasting "Name of J ehovah,"
into which the righteous runneth and is safe, and is lifted up high
above the enemies. Thus His Church is surrounded by the impregnable
walls of salvation, and she is a sacred deposit as it were of precious
WHAT
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treasure, to be guarded, garrisoned, kept, and preserved. She is " the
salt of the earth"; she is as the golden grain amidst the tares and
weeds, and she" shall trust in the Name of the Lord," she shall know
and prove" Whom" she has" believed." For, says the Psalmist,
"They that know Thy Name will put their trust in. Thee." He to
His Zion, His Jerusalem sinners saved, will be " The just Lord in the
midst thereof; He will not do iniquity; every morning doth He
bring His judgment to light, He faileth not."
What a great word have we here-He faileth not. Let us hear His
royal challenge, and glory in the truth of it-" To whom then will
ye liken Me, or shall I be equal 1 saith the Holy One. Lift up your
eyes on high, and behold Who hath created these things, That bringeth
out their host by number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not one faileth."
And because He is Who He is and what He is, even" the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth," He "fainteth
not, neither is weary. There is no searching of His understanding.
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength." This is He of Whom the Messiauic prophet
also said, "He shall not fail nor be discouraged." And it was His
own arm that brought salvation and that sustains His saved ones.
Oh, dear children of God, whilst you meditate with contrition of
heart and Godly sorrow unto repentance for the things wherein you
fail and will fail, lift up your eyes, look away from self which will
condemn, and remember Him Who "shall not fail." Like the
Psalmist, you will often mourn because" My strength faileth me,"
and" My heart faileth me," " My flesh and my heart faileth me," but
joy meanwhile in Him Who can not and will not fail. From a thirsty
and strange land you may be crying, "Hear me speedily, 0 Lord;
my spirit faileth: hide not Thy face from me, lest I be like unto them
that go down into the pit." You are reminded daily of the changing,
dying, fleeting things of time around you, in that" the grass faileth,"
so ofttimes the soul is bemoaning a famine of the Word of God and
Gospel means, and" Every vision faileth" (and" where there is no
vision the people perish "), " Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth
from evil maketh himself a prey."
All such things-true as they are, and proven in one's own soulshut the child of God up to Jesus, the One, the Holy One, Who never
faileth. It is " the time of J acob's trouble," but the promise is, " He
shall be saved out of it." It may be, dear tried soul, you are thinking
to be overwhelmed in this last great trouble. Your strength is spent;
your heart is faint; your eyes fail with looking upward. Well, be
it so. He That delivered you out of six troubles, will yet deliver you
out of the seventh. It may appear to your soul that this last cross
will crush you under its weight; this wave of trouble is bigger than
any other; this furnace is hotter than you have previously experienced
in like times of adversity. If so, it is nearer" the end of the Lord" which
will be manifested in turning your captivity or in completely delivering
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you. " Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there no king in thee'?
is thy counsellor perished ? " asks the prophet Micah, under Divine
inspiration, of Zion, And then He proposes this gracious way of
escape-" Thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be
delivered; there the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand of thine
enemies." To go to Babylon would be the last choice perhaps if
left to the children of God, but it is there that they will be Divinely
delivered. They must go into captivity to know the full and gracious
meaning of being a ransomed people. In Babylon they will learn
what their own hearts are and what their sin has been, and what a
delivering, pardoning, merciful God is theirs.
And He is the God of the ages, the God of all His pilgrim people,
" the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever." He Who was with
us to the last moment of the past year will be with us every step of
the present year. Over the threshold, as we counted the moments
which were closing 1914, Jesus came with us, and on we go into the
hours and weeks of another unknown future, the past all under the
precious blood of the everlasting Covenant, and the present and future
needing to be brought under it. The sweet truth rings in our ears,
" Jesus Christ the same to day," the Angel of the everlasting Covenant
with us. With the beloved Doddridge we join ;" Great God, we sing that mighty hand
By which supported still we stand;
The opening year Thy mercy shows,
That mercy crowns it till its close.
" By day, by night, at home, abroad,
Still we are guarded by our God,
By His incessant bounty fed,
By His unerring counsel led.
" With grateful hearts the past we own,
The future, all to us unknown,

We to Thy guardian care commit
And peaceful leave before Thy feet.
" In scenes exa.lted or depressed,

Thou art our joy and Thou our rest,
Thy goodness all our hopes shall raise,
Adored through all our changing days."
" The just Lord is in the midst thereof; He will not do iniqnity ;
every morning doth He bring His judgment to light, He faileth not;
but the unjust knoweth no shame." Children of God, amid the much
that tends to cast down, seek grace to look up. Remember He lailetk
not. There is one Rock only that will not fail nor shift with surging
billows. There is one Way only that will never mislead its pilgrims.
There is one Truth only (and His eye is ever upon it) which, amid
the abounding errors that will land their followers on shoals of quicksands, will for ever abide. There is one Hope, and that anchored
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within the veil, which will draw every little vessel in thither that is
safe anchored to the Forerunner, even Jesus. There is one Love which
will abide; one Priest alone Who can absolve; one King, even Jesus;
and this is He Who faileth not, and well, abundantly well, is it for
His saints that they are in His hand. This is their God, the God
worthy of all adoration. Happy the people that are in such a case,
whose God is their Lord. He is the" just Lord" of our text, Who
" will not do iniquity: every morning doth He bring His judgment
to light, He faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame." His
people shall prove daily, as the saints in all the ages have proved,
that "Israel hath not been forsaken, nor J udah of his God, of the
Lord ofhosts ; though their land was filled with sin against the Holy
One of Israel." Is not that a word for you and me to-day, beloved,
when men's hearts are failing them for fear for all these things that
are happening upon the earth 1 You will prove the truth of Isa. !xvi.
13: "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you;
and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. And when ye see this, your
heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and
the hand of the Lord shall be known toward His servants, and His
indignation toward His enemies." But His children are ofttimes
brought into great straits, into the net, into some horrible pit, face to
face with" these calamities," and" even to Babylon." But these are
the very places in which the Lord grants His supporting grace, and
from which He will deliver His poor defenceless children. "For now
thou shalt go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field,
and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered;
there the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies."
Such are these things; parts of His ways, and the fulfilling of His
counsel and holy will. But His people shall also learn thereby that
there hath not failed one jot or tittle of His faithful promises to them,
and whilst heaven and earth are passing away His Word shall never
pass away. Judgment and justice are the habitation of His throne,
and He Who sits upon it laileth not. Child of God, your portion is in
a faithful Covenant-keeping God. Is that not enough for you 1 Plead
th~ precious all-prevailing Name of Jesus and you will not plead in
vam.
"Yes, sweet is the Name of the Lord,
A savour all savours above;
A sceptre, a shield, and a sword,

A sign of omnipotent love;
A shelter of safety and strength,
The righteous shan into it run,
And learn all its glories at length,
When pilgrimage trials are done."

R.
FAITH goeth upon solid grounds, and is not a fallible conjecture, but
a 8ure knowledge.-David Di£kson.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MISS SOPHIA WRIGHT.
WE sorrowfully publish this month the Portrait of the late MISS
SOPHIA WRIGHT, whom we have known and loved in the LORD for
upwards of thirty years. She saw Him" AS HE IS " on January 8th,
1915, after an exceptionally long life spent in the" perfect freedom"
of His most blessed service. "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints."-ED.]
"KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD." These words were regarded
with special affection by the beloved glorified friend whose portrait,
which was taken on her ninetieth birthday, appears this month.
"Kept." Only the grace of God, she used to say, made her to differ.
She felt the inward conflict with sinful nature, and that Divine power
alone quickened and kept her. "Kept "--<Jarrisoned is the actual
meaning of the word; garrisoned all round and all the way through.
"Kept by the power of God," "strong in the strength which God
supplies." Oh, how safe and happy are they who are in God's
keeping!
How shall I write of her 1 Gifted with a winning personality,
dignified in bearing, with an erect graceful figure, tactful in her words
and ways, unselfish in her dealings, generous in her sympathies, tender,
true, upright, highly conscientious in all matters, practical in her
compassion, patient with the difficult, she was charming and most
lovable, as very many with myself have felt. Combined with these
attractions, her life was a living attestation of strong faith, of continual praise, of deep spirituality, and of loving deeds. "Goodness
and mercy have followed me all the days of my life," was her frequent
testimony, although her path had been encompassed with many
difficulties and sorrows. Now, after a sojourn of ninety-one years
here below, she has left the Church Militant for the Church Triumphant;
she dwells in the house of the Lord for ever Up There in glory.
She was a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for more than fifty years ;
always eager to see it, she delighted in its pages. She was a devoted
hearer of the late dear EDITOR, Dr. Doudney, who revered her and
valued her greatly, esteeming her amongst his choicest friends. She
was a constant worshipper at St. Luke's Church, Bedminster, from
the opening of the temporary church in 1859, until 1894, and an active
sympathetic visitor amongst the suffering and the poor. It was
marvellous how she found time for so much in her fully occupied life,
with her large school for young ladies and frail health also, but God
gave her strength and joy in it. During the latter years of life, when
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unable to walk out much, she often said with a patient smile that
was very touching, " It is much harder to be still, to stand still, and
to sit still, than to be active in the Lord's cause." But she never
murmured; she accepted all as His will for her and therefore best.
In one of her letters to me she wrote: "Our life after all our dear
Lord has done for us indeed ought to be a life of praise, even when
trouble overtakes us, as we know • all things work together for good'
to those who love the Lord. I like the • Jottings '-Horn, Rock,
Tower, Helmet, Cup, Wells, and Garments. What safety for the
redeemed, and joy. May the Lord guide, direct, and keep you in the
narrow path which leads to glory."
She was born in Wolverhampton in May, 1823. She was of good
family and highly connected. As a child and while growing up, she
mixed in worldly pleasures with her friends. She was vivacious and
very bright, with a sunny disposition, and w.as a great favourite.
She was often in request to join them at cards and theatres and other
worldly amusements. But the Lord looked upon her and loved her,
and when the Holy Spirit opened her eyes and touched her heart she
at once relinquished all with great firmness. Her friends saw that of
a truth she was no longer of the world-she belonged to Christ. At
one time sh was greatly harassed by Satan. She used to say to me :
" Ah! I have known, like Abraham, 'a horror of great darkness:
but the Lord brought me through. He always brings His people into
darkness at some period of spiritual life, but He always also brings
them through it into light." She told me that once in her yonth, when
she was greatly exercised, she went to a clergyman to seek counsel.
He was much engrossed in social matters, and when she told him of
her great spiritual distress it was as a foreign language to him. He
assured her that if she was confirmed and received the sacrament of
the Lord's Supper she would be quite safe and not troubled any more.
She felt he did not understand at all, but she was confirmed and
became a co=unicant. This did not afiord her the peace she sought,
and she was thus driven to the solid Rock, Christ. "All other ground
was sinking sand."
Through varying circumstances she was led to Bristol-I believe
before she was twenty years of age-and this dear old city has been
her home ever since-more than seventy years. Her father became
much reduced in circumstances owing to the dishonesty of a partner,
and he died from grief when she was about fourteen or fifteen years
of age. She had subsequently the joy of providing a home for her
beloved widowed mother for many years, and often remarked upon
the comfort it gave her to hear her mother say, on her dying bed, that
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she had had many troubles, but she had such good dutiful cbildren.
She was passionately attached to her mother. Only a few weeks ago
she told me how often she craved for the touch of her dear mother's
hand, .. But," she added in her sweet unselfishness, .. I would not
recall her if I could from her happy Home for a moment." There was
the longing, yet the love that loved too well to wish her back in this
world of sin and sorrow.
She attended St. Mary-Ie-port Church in the early days at Bristol.
The Rev. D. Thomas was Rector at that time, and she always regarded
him as her spiritual father. St. Mary-Ie-port Church was very dear
to her as her spiritual birth-place. When St. Luke's Church, Bedminster, was opened, she left St. Mary-Ie-port to go there, it being
much nearer her home, and she was greatly blessed under Dr. Doudney's
ministry, and grew very rapidly in Divine knowledge under his
preaching. Her judgment was so reliable, her whole soul and body
so consecrated, her expressions of the truth of the Gospel so clear,
and her testimony so bright, that one instinctively felt she had been
with Jesus and knew Him intimately. After Dr. Doudney had retired
from St. Luke's and after she retired also from her large and influential
school in which very many were gently led to the Saviour she herself
loved, she again settled at St. Mary-Ie-port and continued there up
to the time of her Home-call. Only five days before, we received
together the tokens of our Saviour's dying love within its sacred walls.
She valued the.ministry of the present dear EDITOR of this MAGAZINE
very very highly, and often spoke of the cheer and help his words had
been to her soul. .. A happy day it has been to-day," she would say
on Sunday evenings, with a sunny smile. She sympathized deeply
with dear Mr. Ormiston in his failing health, and we prayed together
daily for his recovery.
She was a beloved Sunday School teacher. Often she had testimonies from one and another of blessing received through her words,
and these rejoiced her heart very greatly. She was a welcome
district visitor, and never failed to win her way a!llongst the most
hardened cases. I have heard her speak of houses where no district
visitor or Bible teacher of any description was ever admitted, but she
succeeded.
Then the dear memories of her happy bright school for girls-which
was truly a home-in which I was a privileged pupil, my sainted
sister also. What blissful Sundays we had there! She always contrived that Sunday should never be a dull day, but ever fragrant with
sweet teaching (not lessons) and singing, and delightful services at
St. Luke's. She was a veritable mother to her girls. Long after
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-they left school they would come to confide their difficulties to her,
sure of her sympathy and wise counsel. Her quiet influence has been
strong and wide. Many have told her they owed their home happiness
to her loving advice in times of perplexity. Truly" her children
rise up and call her blessed." Nothing forced, nothing to repel, so
kindly and gracious and tactful in her ways, we were simply devoted
to her. Her dear sister was one with her in the home influence
with her .pupils, in brightening and cheering. She seconded her in all
her efforts, and her death more than twelve years ago shadowed dear
MISS WRIGHT'S latter years. In one of her letters, nearly seven years
ago, she wrote: "I am going through the time my beloved sister and
I were at B--. We had a lovely time, but those happy days are
gone for ever. I am looking forward to the 'Reunion' which will
soon be here now. How much better to dwell upon the happiness of
dear ones gone before than upon our loss."
What she was to myself I can never write. Loved the first moment
I saw her, reverenced through all the years, she was my most dear
guide, counsellor, friend, and spiritual mother: her home, her heart,
and her welcome aI ways mine. Through her loving interest, tender
sympathy, and fervent prayers I was saved from many snares. At
the time of my ouly sister's death, when my grief was very great, she
soothed and comforted, gently drawing my waning energies into
activity. She encouraged me to wl'ite for the Master, using her
influence for me as well as with me. Thus she has a double sjJ.are in
the success and blessing of all my undertakings, since heT part in
education as well as her constraining interest and counsel all through,
and most of all her prayers, have enabled. To God be all the praise!
She took me to the homes of the poor in St. Luke's parish when I
visited her, and told me incidents in her own experience to write about,
doing all that was possible to cheer, and she succeeded as she did in
everything she undertook. "God has always been so gracious to
me," she would say frequently, "He has always granted my special
requests." Ah! prayer was the secret of her success. And so through
all the years our mutual love has deepened and strengthened. We
have mourned together and rejoiced together, we have feared together
and hoped together, we have prayed together and praised together,
we have walked together in sweetest communion here and we shall
walk together Up There. We have studied the Word of God together
and searched for the golden light of Himself all the way through. It
has been the l'ejoicing of our hearts to find great spoil. In one of her
precious letters she wrote: "I do enjoy the groups of 'Jottings.'
They throw such a beautiful light on the Scripture. The twenty-third
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Psalm is a favourite of mine, but I never saw the titles of Jehovah
illustrated in it before. . . . Work, dearest, while it is day, for the
night cometh when no man can work. I want to trust more and lie
passive in my Lord's hands. Time is rapidly passing and I shall
soon have done with all the trials of this passing world. My heavenly
Father is very tender to His faithless child, and often whispers His
'.Fear nots.''' Thank God He spared her to me for eighteen years
after that letter was written, and she was enabled to exercise strong
faith in the many anxieties and sorrows that confronted her from time
to time, and to praise Him also for many joys. '" Kept by the power
of God' ! " she would often say, " Where should I have been but for
being' kept by the power of God' 1 Only His grace has saved me."
In one of her letters she wrote: "How gracious our heavenly Father
is to His erring children in surrounding them with mercies and giving
them spiritual ones. I often say, ' Why am I kept while others fall 1 '
, Oh! to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be.' Well,
all things are drawing to a close. The Lord will soon appear and we
shall be like Him. Never darkness will enter the land where Christ
is the Light. The God of Peace-Love-Patience-ConsolationHope-All Comfort-All Grace-Glory. 'This is our God.' "
A strong feature in her character was fidelity to the written Word
of God. When told of various theories she would say, " Can you find
a ' Thus saith the Lord' for it 1 Give me chapter and verse and I
will consider it." No swerving in the slightest degree from the Lord
and His directions found favour with her. She was very jealous for
the honour of the Holy Spirit, and often deplored the absence of
mention of His work in the soul in books. Another strong point with
her was the Covenant faithfulness of God-His Covenant, ordered in
all things and sure; His Covenant people; His Covenant electing
love. She grieved much over the Sabbath-breaking in our land, and
insisted in her own household always upon strict observance of the
Lord's day, and I am sure the Covenant blessing of the Lord in Isa.
lviii. 13, 14 was hers. She also laid great stress upon family prayer,
and felt much sorrow for the households without it, for she knew the
Lord honours those who honour Him. She loved to trace the lovingkindness of the Lord in daily life, and in one of her letters she
remarked: "1 am glad Miss B-- is such a help to you, but don't
rest upon the arm of flesh-look higher. The Lord alone can give
you strong faith, and as the dear Doctor used to say, 'If we watch a
Provid~nce we shall never want a Providence to watch.' When I
look back upon my life, I could not doubt that every step was ordered
rightly by my heavenly Father. God bless and keep you in the narrow
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path." I have already referred to her love of studying the Bible.
She loved to group certain facts together. Thus she writes: "I was
much enjoying Phil. iii. 10; indeed, I always like to think much of
the family in Bethany [in connection with k1lO1Qing Him]. I have
been much impressed with the seven downward steps in Peter's path,
also the weakness, seven points of weakness, in disciples. How much
we have to learn!" I remember how greatly she was comforted by
Dr. Doudney's Old Testament Character sermons, and sometimes
when disturbed by spiritual trials she would say to him, "Do let us
have a Jacob sermon this week, Doctor." I find frequent references
in her letters to dear Mr. Ormiston's sermons. She was so greatly
helped by them, and often gave me a little outline of his subject, usually
remarking upon her intense enjoyment and what a very happy Sunday
she had had.
She had several very serious illnesses. She was never strong, but
more than once she drew very very near the unseen world. In
"Retracings and Renewings," Dr. Doudney referred to one very
critical illness in 1867. He wrote: "And do Thou, Lord, also accept
my thanks (poor as they are) for the wonderful way in which Thou
hast heard and answered prayer on behalf of a dear friend and neighbour whose life for the last fortnight has appeared to hang in the
balance, and who has been given over by two doctors for days past.
In the early part of her illness the Lord (as I thought) gave me this
word, 'The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up.' The application was most timely and followed up
by passage after passage in sweet unison therewith. I was led for a
time to bless the Lord as though the dear patient had really recovered,
but when she became worse and worse my heart sank, and at times
I became fretful and rebellious. But now in spite of unbeliefcruel, God-dishonouring unbelief-the Lord has confirmed His word .
• Though we believe not, He abideth faithful.' To His great and
glorious Name be all the praise! 0 Lord, Lord, do enable me to testify
of Thy great and glorious acts! "
She accomplished much after this illness, in her dear Master's
service. Unostentatious in her tender loving ministry, the world
knew not of her sweet deeds. But the Master knew, and He has
greeted her with His smile and the welcome, " Well done, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." Her memory
was wonderfully accurate and she was gifted with marvellous tactall used in her Lord's cause.
I find in the beautiful Bible she gave me in 1891, after the inscription
of name and the written assurance of constant prayer that the Lord
would bless me with much communion with Himself, she added Heb:
x. 23, 24-veraes so characteristic of her. ever-loving co-operation and
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sympathy: "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for He is faithful That promised ;) and let us consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good works." It is an eminently
practical and spiritual exhortation. "Let us "-uniting herself with
me; "Hold fast "-not like the many who hold" loosely and carelessly;
"The profession of our faith without wavering." Then the constraining power-" For He is faithful That promised." After this, the
unsel1ish yearning love-" Let us consider one another." What a.
world of meaning in this! And the final object of consideration"To provoke unto love and to good works." Loving not in word
only, but in deed also. What wealth of affectionate spiritual counsel!
Her letters were always full of cheer and help. I must give another
extract. "A glorious morning! Sun shining! May the Sun of
Righteousness shine in our hearts. What a lovely text yesterday,
, Thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall
appoint.' May we by the Holy Spirit's help be able. Well, the time
will soon come when there will be no more partings. Somehow I
long for it, but do not think my work is quite finished. The Lord
applied the words this morning"

I,SO

let us cast our care on Him,

And be ourselves at rest;
Assured in darkness or in light,
That all that is is best.'
May the Lord keep you, dearest, close to Himself, that when called
Home He may say, 'Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord.' "
The closing days were peaceful, passed just as usual until within
thirty-six hours of glory.. She went to the loved St. Mary-le-port for
the last time on Sunday morning, Jan. 3rd. The last Lessons she listened
to were very beautiful: Iaa. xxxv., closing with" The ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion wit,h songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away." The second Lesson, the first few verses
of Rev. xxi.: "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
.there be any more pain." How soon she was to realize all this! A
brief illness, without any apprehension in it, and the Home-going very
early on Friday morning. Very, very gentle it was. Such a glad,
satisfied, sweet look on the dear face. I am sure she saw Jesus ere
the happy spirit left and rose in rapture to Him. Now she. is with
Him and the dear ones she loved so truly, all together Up There.
" Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation "-thus
hers was indeed"An honoured life, a peaceful death,
And heaven to crown it all."
NETTlE.
____ .

1
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AN APPRECIATION.
8 DALE STREET, LEAMINGTON,
February 6th, 1915.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,It is with real pleasure that I accede to the request to write a few
lines in memory of my dear friend MISS WRIGHT. She was so associated
with the happy days of my girlhood; our friendship must date back
to 1859, when we first went to Bristol. She was one of the oldest
members of my father's [the beloved late Dr. Doudney.-ED.] congregation at St. Luke's. I can see her now, with her dear bright face.
seated in the front seat at the foot of the chancel steps, looking
up wit,h much interest into my father's face and listening eagerly to
his earnest words. She, with her sister Miss Ann Wright, had a large
and important school for girls which was carried on for years, and I
am sure many were brought to Christ under their teaching. My
mother was one of MISS WRIGHT'S greatest friends; we lived so close
to her on the Knowle Road that they saw each other daily. But it
was not until my mother's sudden death that! got to know MISS WRIGHT
as a true friend, in 1868. Father and mother had gone to Southsea
for his health, and when there she had a seizure and passed away
after a fortnight's illness. You may imagine the shock it was to my
sister (who was quite a child) and myself to be suddenly sent for to
her dying bed. Then dear MISS WRIGHT showed herself to be a real
and true friend. It was to her the telegram was sent, and she broke
the news to us so gently, helping us to prepare for the terrible journey,
and comforting us in every way she could, for we were really stunned
with the blow. Our father felt the shock so much that he was unable
to preach, and we left home for some months. On our return, when
I took up the duties of home and became my father's housekeeper, it
was dear MISS WRIGHT who stood by me with wise words of counsel. I
went to her in many of my difficulties in home and parish work, and
never shall I forget the help she was to me and the advice she gave.
It has helped me all my life through.
The joy it has been to see her, and to talk of the old days during
my little visits to Bristol to her and dearest" Nettie," and now to
think she has had the Home Call and has gone to meet ber Saviour
and the dear ones she loved" on the hills of God," the joy tbat waited
for her, and the welcome in the Home above! How rich heaven is
getting, how empty earth! May God give us grace to follow her
even as she followed Christ.
I feel this is a very poor tribute to a cherished memory-to one to
whom I owe so much.
__
Trusting you are better,
Believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
EMILY G. ADAMS.
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SmntllU' anb j'totes of Sermons.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. J. ORMISTON.

" For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, whiJ;!1 the
Lord your God giveth YOU."-DEUTERONOMY xii. 9.
DEAR FRIENDS, these words are explicit. They are a declaration.
They express the intention and will of the Father Who thus speaks
to His dear children. There is all the difference here in a spiritual
sense between the believer in Jesus Christ and the unbeliever-all the
difference-and 1 desire by the help of God to insist on this difference
between those who believe to the salvation of their souls and those
who do not and never will. We wish to be definite, to speak as in the
presence of the living God. All hearts are open to His eye and are
subject to His sovereign will.
Now, looking at this explicit passage of Scripture: the statement
is made to the people who were addressed by Moses in the Kame of
the living God. "For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the
inheritance, which the Lord your God giveth you." They had had a
long journey, a perilous and painstaking journey all through the
wilderness, and were now but a short distance from the Land of
Promise which God had foretold them they would possess subject
to His will, subject to His conditions. I lay great stress on the conditions. The Holy Land was possessed by people of God's selection.
They were not all Israel who were of Israel, neither are they to-day.
The Lord knoweth them that are His, and He speaketh of them
accurately, and it ill becomes a minister of the Gospel to confuse what
God has separated. I hold this strongly, that we have to work as in
the sight of God, and testify according to His gracious will. He speaks
the Truth, the whole Truth, and He calls on His own representative
servants to speak accurately, not to join together what He has separated-not to put light for darkness, and darkness for light, as though
there were no difference. There is a difference, there was a difference
in the ancient types. God called darkness, darkness; and light He
called light. He testified to the Truth and made a difference between
things vile and things holy. And, dear friends, we live in a day when
this is' not observed on a large scale. There are a few faithful witnesses
who witness to the Truth faithfully. Cleave to those who speak the
Truth. Give unto God the things that are God's, and to the Evil One
the things that are evil. We may not mingle ourselves with the
multitude. We must distinguish between the things that are of God,
and the things that are not of God.
This was said by Moses to Israel before they had completed their
wonderful march through the wilderness "to the rest." And, dear
friends, the Church of the living God, the redeemed in Christ Jesus,
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who are on their journey, their eventful journey by faith, have not
yet as a company come to their destination. Heaven awaits themGod awaits them, and Jesus, Who bought them and paid for them all
exhaustively so that not one is left unredeemed to be paid for. He
paid all, to the last drop of His most precious blood, and there is nothing
owing whatever for which He is liable for His redeemed people. But
it is true that ye are not yet, as redeemed Israel, come to the rest and
inheritance. Both are in reserve as far as ye who are redeemed by
faith are concerned-ye are not as yet come, "but yet a little while,
and He That shall come wiII come, and wiII not tarry." "A little
while." He says so Himself,. and if He esteem it thus, it will soon
come to an end. The Lord is cutting short His work in righteousness
in these last days. He is making short account of His eventful
matters; but we want, if it may be so, that God may influence your
hearts to desire this rest that remaineth to the people of God to which
you are not yet come. There is such a rest-let us turn to the letter
to the Hebrews, the fourth chapter, and you wiII find there a verse
that applies. The eighth verse says, "For if Jesus-that is Joshuahad given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of
another day." Joshua, sometimes called Jesus, did not obtain the
land and give them that rest. The Holy Ghost says in the ninth
verse, "There remaineth therefore a rest [keeping of a Sabbath] to
the people of God." This is the only place in the Greek of the New
Testament where we have the word used as a substantive-sabbatismos
-the keeping of a Sabbath. There remaineth, therefore, an observing
of the Sabbath to the people of God. This is a declaration, and God
is faithful and truthful and speaks to the soul, and He tells it to you
who have ears to hear. You remember how Jesus distinguished
between those who had ears and those who had not, and He used to
draw the line very jealously. "He that hath ears to hear, let him
hear." There was something for him to hear, to hearken to, to take
note of, and understand the meaning of.
Here God pledges His own holiness. The living God says in the
Hebrews, " There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God "says it just once-a" keeping of the Sabbath," the literal translation.
Oh yes, it is a keeping and it will be kept. No Sabbath desecration
in heaven. AIl are of one mind there, all are of the Lord's mind.
And they will keep an everlasting Sabbath throughout eternity- it
is a rest that lasts for ever-just for the people of God-the whole of
the people of God, everyone, the least amongst them. None will
be left out, none considered too" small and of no reputation," so as
to be overIooked-all. The same" all " that there is a great controversy over in the pulpits of the Church of England. See to it, dear
friends, that you are on safe ground, that you lean to the Truth with
a strong leaning, immovably adhere to it in the Name of God.
It is on this branch of my text that I lay special stress, "Ye are
not as yet come to the rest "-that rest-" ho sabbatismos." That
day has not yet come in all its fulness and blessedness and restfulness;
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hut it is comiug, and nothing will hiuder it. The Lord will prosper
iu His time that which is His purpose. "Ye are not as yet come to
the rest." Oh no, this is the labour day, the trudging day, the day
of hard work and no rest, but for the people of God a rest remaineth.
The Lord sees to this, and He is keeping His people hopeful, and
confident, and restful about that. The Rock of God's people's trust
is immutable. How blessed is it to repeat those words in a knowledge
of their truth. The Lord has provided a rest that passeth not away
for His people, a sabbatismos. God keeps the Sabbath as God only can
and God only will, and His people need be silent. Let all the earth
keep silence before Him. He wills that the rest remains, and shall
J'emain to the people of God. There is none to disturb that rest.
There is no agency existing which is capable of disturbing the rest
that remains. God says it-it is His own words. Who shall disturb
that which God has settled 1 If God have given His people rest in
Christ Jesus, there remaineth to them a rest. Rest in the Lord's way,
and the Lord's work, and be satisfied. Be satisfied, believer, with the
perfected work of the Lord Jesus Christ. He can not be disturbed in
His intention of taking His rest, the everlasting sabbatismos which
remains to the people of God. God will be glorified in His Son by the
obedience of His people. God will get Himself glory.
We might turn to other Scriptures in confirmation of this one.
" Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest" (Micah ii. 10).
This is the holy Word of God that can not be altered. Every jot and
tittle abideth, the Lord will see to that. Created heaven and created
earth will pass away, they will serve the Divine ends and glorify God.
" This is not your rest "-your resting place. The world may call it
by what name it likes, and may speak much to its praise and glory,
but it is passing away. It is destiued to pass away, with a great noise
and demonstration of God the Holy Ghost. This world is a dyiug
world, its days are numbered, and it is fast passiug away even as we
gaze on it and admire its beauties. It is a dying world; and seeiug
that all things created and fallible have fallen, there is a Day of Judgment comiug. The great Day of Decision is waiting. Yes, and the
place is mentioned, the Valley of Decision. There is to come a Day
of days. God will get honour Himself. All judgment is Hisrighteous judgment. There is no other righteous judgment, and by it
will every soul in heaven have been saved. But hell is peopled and
will be peopled by a people who have no righteousness, who are out of
the way, and will die out of the way. Are YD!< in the way 1 See to it
that you cling to the Lord Jesus Christ and His work-you need no
other. You are satisfied surely with Him Who died for you that great
atoniug death.. Jesus died the death of the Substitute-suffered
it to the last. Do you think-do you give yourself time to thinkof these enormous facts 1 See to it that you do. These are precious
things in the estimation of faith which is accordiug to God, and
judged by that standard the righteous give glory to God and ascribe
all their peace and justification entirely to that work.
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"Nothing in my hand I hring,
Simply to Thyself I cling."
Oh, see to it, dear friends, it is Himself to Whom you cling-that
He is All in all-your sufficiency-All in all. Whom have I in heaven
but Thee 1 neither on earth is there anyone I desire beside Thee.
These, dear friends, are the thoughts that crowd in on one's mind in
connection with this text--perfect rest.
,. And to the inheritance" ye are not yet come. Oh, how blessed'
that this inheritance belongs to the heirs, and the heirs inherit their
portion because of their union with Christ Jesus only.
U

Other refuge ha.ve I none,

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee "all Jesus, only Jesus, everlastingly Jesus. 0 h, in Him you live and
move and have your being, children of God. How blessed all this is.
The Lord giveth the inheritance to His people, it is a present act, but
when He calls them hence He giveth them rest. They rest in God.
They rest in the Beloved. They rest till the resurrection morning,
when they will wake up at the sound of the trumpet. The trumpet
shall sound-it shall, God has spoken thrice in His holiness. Then
when He causes the trumpet to blow, all His rightfully qnickened
people shall come forth in His likeness, in the likeness of the Lord
Jesus-perfectly satisfied. "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
Thy likeness," said the Psalmist. Oh yes, none will be dissatisfied
with the Lamb's likeness, when the dear saints of God's family wake
up in that likeness. How blessed it is to anticipate that resurrection.
Like Jesus, just like Jesus! All the crookedness of the flesh, all the
will of the creature-things of the past. Just like Jesus! Oh, feIlowbelievers, are you satisfied 1 Is your hope that of being just like
Jesus 1 Go home to-night and lie down in the hope that whether you
sleep or whether you wake, you who are believers in the Lamb shall
be just like Him, for we shall see Jesus. In the first Epistle of John (we
will turn to itfor a moment), the third chapter and the first and second
verses, we read, " Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we " [ofaIl people], "should be called the sonsof God.
Beloved, now are we the sons ot God; and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be; but we know"-[it is not told us merely]-" that when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him." He has said it--" for we shall see
Him as He is "-not as we thought about Him, not as we often spoke
about Him, as it seemed likely He would be, but--" we shall see Him
as lIe is." Do you now believe in Jesus as He is 1 Do you hope in Him
as He is-not otherwise 1 This is salvation-to believe in Jesus as He
is, this satisfies the soul. Oh, be well satisfied. What a prospect it is,
what a blessed prospect for believers, this seeing of Jesus Himself.
Oh, cleave to that hope. You can not perish if you believe through
grace, in Him as He is. You will see Him as He is, this blessed Scripture tells you so. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God "-and the
word means sons begotten, born, not called only, not adopted as
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children only-there are many mistakes made about this-" and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be." That has never been placed
in the picture, the hand of man is powerless to depict it, or anticipate
it, or to suggest it. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be "that is written arid settled. The mystery is in God's hands, and He
will not alter that with the hope of having the approval of man. He
does not reveal the precious likeness. "But "-the alternative is
given by the Holy Ghost-thank God for that "but" of mercy. I
am learning in these my dying days, learning the art of the hidden
things of God, as He is pleased to show them. We know-blessed are
they that know!-we shall be like Him. Oh, the blessed likeness!
You are going to be like Jesus, dear believer, and you are to know it.
Do you expect it! Are you sme of it! Has it passed His hands
certified to you! And the reason is given us by the blessed God"For we shall see Him as He is." That seeing Him as He is will be
the transformation in Almighty power. It is that that will transform
you in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye-just while there is a
shout, a God-uttered shout, that shall glorify Him and His people in
a moment.
How blessed it is to expect such a revelation of Jesus-as He is.
Give up your own thoughts, your unworthy thoughts of Him, and
cleave to the hope and joy of that salvation declaration. This is
Jesus-This is Jesus! Whom man despised, Whom man sold for
thirty pieces of silver-a " goodly price," in holy irony He Himself
says. I say that was spoken in holy irony by Him Who was priced
by man, but He knew what He had priced and paid for, and He expects
every precious soul that He bought. Little children-only just born
-who have only just breathed-have passed by the will of God in the
twinkling of an eye, and have put on the robes of perfection, and grace,
and glory, and such are a multitude who are to·night with God in
glory, little things not a day, not a fraction of a day old.
How
'precious these truths are. Have you any children who were creatures
of less than a day! Trust Him Who gave Himself for such. He
Himself dictated that precious word, " For 0/ such is the Kingdom of
heaven." I think of the multitude in heaven which that" such"
measures. It is not men of stature, men of years, which are reckoned
only. Heaven is peopled by a vast multitude of these unnamed,
because they had no names, they were an unnamed people from
the first breath, but the Lord Jesus took them to Himself in glory.
"Of such is the Kingdom of heaven," the Lord Jesus Himself said so,
and He must know, He does know. "Of such "-He eyes the whole
multitude-and all are there in Christ Jesus, justified by Him, sa"ed
by Him. Oh, think of that, live on that hope, " Of such is the King·
dom of heaven."
"The rest and the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth
you "-it is a gift, a free gift, without money and without price.
Oh, how goodly a gift, how spotless a gift. how free a gift
is the gift of God! How great, how good! When He giveth, who
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can take away 1 When He giveth peace, who can reverse it 1
And He gives this free gift to a multitude no man can number. But
it is numbered-it is numbered-numbered every individual of iteven the least. And they are all chief sinners-I come to this last
point-all chief sinners-such they all are. There is not one inhabitant of heaven, nor one intended inhabitant of heaven, one
chosen inhabitant of heaven, who is not a hell-deserving sinner by
nature. Have you got the length of that when applied to yourself,
dear hearer 1 The redemption money is without price. I read a great
deal about redemption money in the Bible-but what money 1 Not
gold and silver. It is not man's deep and priceless things, the golden
things of earth. No, Jesus bought His people with His blood, bought
His people and paid for them with His blood. Do you take that in 1
The Lord bought and paid for His people, hell-deserving sinners as
they were, with nothing less precious than His own precious blood.
Think of that. Give yourselves no rest till you find that rest at the
lips of Jesus Himself, and it shall be said, Did ever man speak words
like this 1 No; there is only One Who can-the Saviour of sinners.
He speaks; and it abides.
THE PERISIDNG OF THE OUTWARD MAN AND THE
RENEWING OF THE INWARD MAN.

" Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed
day by day."-2 CORINTHIANS iv. 16.
How strange it is that no truth and fact is more evident or more constantly brought before our minds, and at the same time less affects us
in the knowledge of it, than the perishing of our outward man. Man
wasteth away, man dieth, man giveth up the ghost, and then the soul
is at once and for ever taken to heaven or cast into hell.
It was the breach of God's Covenant with all mankind in the first
Adam that brought about the perishing of our outward man, the
body, the sentence of the God of Truth being" In the day that thou
eatest thereof dying th(ju shalt die" (margin). And so time may be
said to be the period of man's life on earth, or as Dr. Watts says :"The moment we begin to live,
We all begin to die."
But in the face of this humiliating and alarming fact, Jesus the
Son of God-the last Adam-" hath brought life and immortality
to light through the Gospel." We see, then, time fixing its bound to
the life of man upon earth, whether it be a Methuselah of 969 years or
David's child dying in infancy. Thou, God, hast appointed his bound
that he can not pass, he can not exceed it by a day, an hour, even a
minute of time. God holdeth our souls in life, nor suffereth us to be
removed from the earth until that minute comes that, as Cowper has
it, .. terminates our span," which in the case of a believer in Jesus
he calls the most delightful of all the hours of his life on earth.
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" Oh! most delightful hour by ma.n
Experienced here below,
The hour that terminates his span,
His folly and his woe."
This Paul calls the dissolving of his earthly tabernacle, the precursor
of possessing, in due time, a building of God, a resurrection body, a.
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Now, while there is a wasting, a decaying, a perishing process
in operation in our outward man-the body-there is also in operation in God's quickened elect people a renewing by the Holy
Spirit's grace and power of their souls in the Divine life. " His
Spirit will cherish the life He first gave," and this He does by renewing
grace. The new man is that which is begotten of God, the life given
in and by regenerating grace, and is that life in grace on earth first
and afterwards in glory in heaven which Christ affirms He gives to
His sheep: "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never
perish." Although their outward man perish, their souls shall not.
Their souls are part of that which He calls His vineyard of red wine
(perhaps in allusion to their being the purchase of His blood). "I
the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt
it, I will keep it night and day."
When we consider the power and prevalence of indwelling sin in
the soul of one of God's called vessels of mercy, this must be a very
wonderful word. When the poor sinner is bowed down by it before
God day by day, seeing and feeling nothing in himself but what he
knows is offensive to God, I say it is a most wonderful word of free
and sovereign grace.
It is a renewing of the inward man from (1) Forgetfulness; (2) The
spirit of the world; (3) An unbelieving spirit; (4) Sloth and presumption; (5) A spirit that lusteth to envy; (6) A spirit of bondage
to fear; (7) A spirit of indifference to the Lord to a spirit of love
to Him, His Truth, and His people.
1. A renewing front a spirit of forgetfulness. See how the Apostle's
woTd to the Hebrews comes in here: "Therefore we ought to give
the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip" (Heb. n. I)-lest the things of
the Spirit of God should slip or run out of our minds as water out
of a leaking vessel (margin). It forces itself on me that we are such
poor creatures, such leaking vessels indeed, that it is a continual
getting away by one thing or another from the very things that belong
to our everlasting peace; that is to say, no sooner are we brought
to contemplate and enjoy Divine things than a thousand other things
-things of time and sense-are standing by ready to rush in, and,
baffiing our feeble resistance, turn out as it were every thought that
had heen hrought into a blessed captivity to Christ and the things
of Christ, and occupy their place in the mind and heart. And once
in, they mean to abide, and so they will abide, and so they do abide,
till mighty grace in its renewing and transforming power comes in
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again and dislodges this spirit of forgetfulness, and for a time abides
3S a spirit of remembrance. "Thou shalt remember that thou wast
a bondsman in Egypt, and the Lord thy God redeemed thee thence."
" Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee."
" I Will remember Thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites,
from the hill Mizar." "I remember the days of old; I meditate
on all Thy works; I muse on the work of Thy hands." "I will
remember Thy wonders of old." Here are things most blessed,
substantial, and edifying, to fill, to stay, and to comfort the mind.
His" works of old," " the days of old," His" wonders of old." Oh 1
here is vast variety and here is vast extent. Here is no forgetting
of God, but having Him present to the mind under a powerful renewing
of the blessed Spirit, Who is also the Great Remembrancer. "Of
old hast Thou laid the foundations of the earth: and the heavens
are the work of Thy hands." Yes, but there is something even older
than these works of creation, and that is the" Yea" of God's everlasting love to His own elect people, as He affirms by His servant
the prophet: "The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea,
I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. :xxxi. 3).
These are His "wonders of old," the wonders of God's electing
love in a past eternity, when He chose a remnant, a people foul with
sin and altogether by their fall in Adam destitute of righteousness
and holiness, to be a people for Himself, to show forth all His praise
in His redemption of them by His own Son, Jesus. "Thine they
were and Thou gavest them Me," was among His wonders of old,
and the heavens are to "praise" them, "Thy faithfulness also in
the congregation of the saints."
" If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cunning."
Ab! David, you would forget it every day and every hour of the
day were it not for the renewing of the Holy Spirit; were it not that
He renews the inward man of His dear people day by day.
2. A renewing from the spirit of the world. Every child of God,
when quickened by God from his death in trespasses and sins, receives
not the spirit of the world but the Spirit Which is of God, that he
might know the things that are freely given him of God. At the
same time he is yet in the world-in it, but not of it. And so as long
as he is in it, he is liable to be influenced by its spirit in opposition
to the Spirit of God Who nevertheless dwells in him and abides with
him for ever.
We find that some of the most highly favoured saints and servants
of God have been at times brought much down in their views and
feelings by the spirit of the world around them, by its obtaining a
powerful ascendancy in their souls. How otherwise should we find
the Psalmist mourning before God, " My soul cleaveth unto the dust:
quicken Thou me according to Thy word"-dust, the serpent's meat.
The old serpent keeps his seed fast glued to the spirit of the world.
They mind earthly things, they are of the world and the world heareth
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them. They savour of these things. It is a spirit of carking care,
and leads to a choking of the Word of God in the soul, and the Lord
warns His dear people against it, especially in the parable of the man
whose ground brought forth plentifully and whose whole heart's
concern and care were in and about material things. Nabal, in
David's day, was a man much swallowed up in his earthly estate, so
as to care for none but himself. Solomon in his "Let us all have
one purse," let us have everything in common, describes one of the
many phases of a worldly spirit. Now, the Lord by the renewings
of His mighty grace, delivers souls from the spirit of this present evil
world, by making it grievous and oppressive unto them, irksome and
offensive, but specially by breaking them off from it, raising their
minds above it, and showing them the things they have of God in
and by the Gospel; as also by leading them to His Word, to read
it and find that in it which is relished by a renewed mind. As the
bodily strength of a man is recruited and maintained by his daily
food, so is the soul renewed in knowledge and in righteousness by
the Word of Truth of God. Asaph had been starving his soul by
an absence from the house of God and a listening to the carnal reasoning of his fallen nature respecting God's dealings with the ungodly
and with His own people. But the Lord was pleased to deliver him
from the snare by opening up His word to him in the sanctuary of
God, where He gave him such a sight of the present danger and certain
destruction of the one, and of the safety and salvation of the other,
and of his own personal interest in this safety and salvation, as broke
him qnite off from his worldly and repining spirit, and gave him to
bless God for present grace and for future glory.
3. A renewing from an unbelieving spirit. So Thomas. Ah!
thought Thomas, He is not risen. And so he said that except he should
see the prints of
"The piercing nails that wrote their names
Deep in His hands and side,"
he would not believe. God's people fall into unbelieving fits and, as one
has said, " call all in question what the Lord has done for their souls."
Nor was dear John Newton exempt from an unbelieving spirit, as
he says:" Oh I could I but believe,
Then all would easy be:
I would, but" can not; Lord. relieve

j

My help must come from Thee."
And so it does, even by His renewing of the inward man day by day.
Now, unbelief is .a sin, if not the sin that doth most easily beset
the saints of God. By it they dishonour God and wrong or wound
their own souls, with the result that they get down into a low place of
fear and bondage and diffidence, questioning whether their spot be
the spot of His children, whether they are His-" Am I His, or am I
not 1 "-whether they ever have known anything aright, or do now
know anything aright. But these things are their infirmity, as David
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acknowledges. "I said, This is my infirmity," that is, this sore of
mine, this spiritual trouble, this complaint, this overwhelming of
my spirit, is a spiritual weakness in me and a coming short in grace
through the ignorance that is yet in me. "But I will remember the
years of the right hand of the Most High "-where He hideth His
purpose in His doings, from the ken of the creature-and this by
His own renewing. A great felt reality in the souls of God's living
family.
Why, His renewing of the inward man day by day from the power
and prevalence of wretched unbelief, what is it but the Lord commanding His lovingkindness in the daytime and giving the poor
sinner one of His songs in the night 1 Therefore reach hither thy
finger, Thomas, and behold My hands, and reach hither thy hand,
and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
.
To be renewed in faith, in hope, and in love, is a testimony to the
power of Divine grace in the soul. It is a great spiritual reality in
the experience of all that fear God, and it is a proof of the stability
of the Covenant of grace and of the truth of that word, " My Covenant
shall stand fast with Him."
4. A renewing Irom slotk and Irom presumption. So in the case
of Jonah-from both; from sloth when the shipmaster came to him
in his sound sleep with the words, " What meanest thou, 0 sleeper 1
Arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that
we perish not"; and from the belly of hell when he called on his
God and" prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly."
Oh! to be delivered from these deadly evils and renewed in the spirit
of our mind, so as to prove in the comforts of God's Spirit what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
" Spectres of various forms

Allure, enchant, affright,
Presumption tempts us every day,
Despair aRsaults by night."
5. A renewing Irom tke spirit that lustetk to envy. "The spirit,"
says James, " that is in us," that is, in our corrupt old man, "lusteth
to envy." And Peter exhorts the saints of God to lay aside envy as
well as malice, hypocrisy, and evil speaking. "Enviest thou for my
sake 1" said Moses, that meek man, when Joshua told him that
Eldad and Medad prophesied, "Would God that all the Lord's
people were prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon
.them !" Here we have the inward man of Moses so renewed as to
be much lifted above that vile and withering principle of envy. And
do we not each of us need the same mercy, the same grace, that we
also may be lifted above it and esteem our brethren better than ourselves 1
U

When free from envy, scorn, and pride,

Our wishes all above,
Eaoh can his brother's failings hide,
And show a brother's love."
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Yes, by the renewings of mighty grace this can be done, and is done,
in the Church of God-the pillar and ground of the Truth.
6. A renewing from the spirit of bondage to fear. Hence Paul in
,the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans-" For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received
the Spirit of adoption, where.by we cry, Abba, Father." This peculiar
renewing brings the soul into a felt element of grace. His people then
perceive God's salvation to be all of grace from first to last, and their
hearts are captivated and drawn to Him through the Son of His love,
Christ Jesus. He draws, and they run. He, the Spirit, liberates, and
they find confidence towards God, yea, and a Spirit-given relationship
to Him revealed and applied, so that now" Not by the terrors of a slave
Do they perform His will;
But with the noblest powers they have,
His Rweet commands fulfil."

Therefore the cry of arenewed soul is, "My soul cleaveth unto. the
dust: quicken Thou me, according to Thy word." For Thou hast said
it, and daily would I hope in it: "Sin shall not have dominion over
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace." Lord, are the
things of earth and the works of creation which Thou renewest year
by year of more value in Thine eyes than the souls of those whom
Thou hast chosen in Christ in eternity past and given to Him in Thine
everlasting love 1 "Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created:
and Thou renewest the face of the earth," and wilt not Thou remember
those who are spiritually and experimentally" withered like grass" 1
Birkenhead.
G. A.
" HIMSELF."
" A Lamb as It had been slain. , .. Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by Thy blood. . . . Worthy is the Lamb That was slain."
-REVELATION v. 6, 9, 12.
" GO'D will provide Himself" (Genesis xxii. 8). Himself the Lamb
provided! Not merely as we understood it in our childhood-God
Himself will provide, but with a far deeper meaning beneath the
words. Let us see how many other Scriptures throw a brilliant searchlight on this passage, and may the Holy Spirit open them up to us as
we consider them.
" God will provide Himself "-" Who His own. Self bare our sins
in His own body on the tree . . . by Whose stripes ye were healed"
(1 Peter ii. 24). He did not provide some other lamb to bear our
sins, but He "gave Himself a ransom." "For there is one God,
and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim.
ii. 5, 6). This is the precious underlying meaning and teaching of
the words in Genesis under our notice. There is one, but only one,
Mediator between a holy God and sinful men, even the Lord Jesus
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Christ. He was indeed the Lord's accepted and" fit man" to bear
...ur sins away "into the wilderness." Our sins, if we are believers,
are as it were put upon the head of our heavenly scapegoat.
For we read in Lev. xvi. 22: "And the goat shall bear upon him all
their iniquities unto a land not inhabited [of separation, margin]:
and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness." Thus He bore them
away for ever. Our Saviour walked the wilderness of life for us and
faced the wilderness of death that He might hide and forgive His
people's sins. Oh! it was mighty love indeed that dealt thus with
those who were by nature His enemies. Probably John the Baptist
was well-nigh overwhelmed with the thought of this stupendous love,
when he exclaimed, " Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away
the sin of the world" (John i. 29). There is the same thought of
sin-bearing and substitution, especially when we take the marginal
reading, "Which bearetk away the sin of the world "-the innocent
suffering in the place of the guilty. John saw Jesus in reality, and
rejoiced in His day and in His salvation. Isaiah saw the same sight
by faith more than seven hundred years previously, and prophesied
the same truth as John proclaimed-" All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isa.. liii. 6). Again the
margin gives a stronger expression-" The Lord hath made the
iniquity of us all to meet on Him." It was an awful meeting for the
Saviour, but a blessed meeting for sinful men! Now, in the" meeting " of Isaiah and the " separation" of Leviticus, we find this grand
fundamental truth-the meeting of the sins of the believer on the
head of the Saviour, and the consequent separation of the believer
from his sins. When the Lord Jesus Christ meets us as sinners, we
are everlastingly united to Him by faith and everlastingly separated
from the legal penalty of our sins. His atoning work satisfies the
justice of God the Father. Jesus Himself has paid the price due for
our sins, even the price of His sacrificial death. And God the Spirit
makes us partners of the benefits and knowledge thereof.
The awfulness of the meeting of our sins on the head and in the
Person of the Lord Jesus, we can not possibly realize. It was
a weight that we can neither measure nor gauge. Nor can we
estimate the blessedness of the separation from our sins until we
reach the Glory Land. And shall we even throughout eternity fully
realize all that it meant and all that it cost 1 Mefancies not! One
sometimes gets a very vivid realization of spiritual things from scenes
around one. As I stood on the deck of the "Delhi" a few years
ago, seeing a missionary friend off to India, and looked down between
that gigantic vessel and the tender that had brought us out to Tilbury,
the mighty moving mass of restless water, wedged in, as it were,
between the two boats, brought Isa. liii. 6 to my mind. The waters
seemed wrestling and surging to escape. But they could not. They
heaved helplessly, but they were hemmed in; there was no vent for
them. Ever since, that precious passage has been connected in my

170

The Gospel Magazine

mind with that sight. Those waters thrown back again and again
upon themselves reminded me of the cup He drank willingly for us.
He could have escaped if He would. But He would not, for He came
to drink that cup. His Father, and His Father's love, strengthened
Him to drain it. His own words were, " The cup which My Father
hath given Me, shall I not drink it 1" Ah! beloved fellow-believer,
surely so with us and our cups of sorrow. They are measured and
held by our Father's hand. How this brightens them. The darkest
dregs are aglow with gold when we realize this. He Who gives them
to us will sustain us while we drink them. We need not fear-His love
is too great to allow us to be overwhelmed.
" The Lord hath made the iniquity of us all to meet on Him." In
Covenant the Saviour did that work " before the foundation of the
world," in the past ages; and in performance He carried it out in his
life and death in time. And the Saviour Who died over eighteen
hundred years ago, is the same almighty Saviour to·day. "Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever." The effects of
His atoning work will never cease until the last blood-bought child
for whom He said, "It is finished," is brought in. He is as mighty
to save to-day as He was on that day when He said, " It is finished."
He is everlastingly" the same." And" this same Jesus, Which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen Him go into heaven." He is not only a redeeming Saviour,
but He is also a receiving Saviour. He is coming again to receive
us unto Himself.
Let us take one glance at His three appearings in Heb. ix. where
it is again" Himself." We have His past, His present, and His future
"appearing," in verses 26, 24, and 28. Verse 26: "Now once in
the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself." That is His past work for us-giving His life for His
own people. After that He (verse 24) "entered . . . into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." This is His
present work for us-ceaseless intercession for His own. And verse
28: "Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation." This is His future work for us-returning
and appearing for His own. He hath said, "I will come again and
receive you unto Myself "-may the Lord hasten that day. Then
we shall see the slain Lamb as the victorious Conqueror. Then we
shall realize more fully what redemption meant as we join in the
wonderful heavenly song, "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by Thy blood . . . Worthy is the Lamb That was slain."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
AFFLICTIONS are blessings to us when we can bless God for afflictions.
Suffering has kept many from sinning. God had one Son without sin,
but He never had any without sorrow. Fiery trials make golden
Christians; sanctified afflictions are spiritual promotions.-Dyer.
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PRIESTHOOD.
THE main difference between the Evangelicals (of all Churches) and
the Sacerdotalists lies in the conflicting answers to the question:
" Is the Christian minister a sacrificing priest? "
Like the Apostle Paul, let us " reason out of the Scriptures" (Acts
xvii. 2) as to this matter.
The three words
priest,
sacrifice, "a.lta.r "-expressive of
correlative terms-stand or fall together. The Church of England
eliminated" altar" and" sacrifice" from the Prayer Book, and thereby
showed that-after the Reformation-she admitted no "priest" in
the sense of a " sacrificing priest." The word" priest" in the Prayer
Book is interchangeable with" minister," and is an abbreviated form
of " presbyter," which means" elder," and was so far from being a
sacerdotal term that it meant practically the opposite-thus a
presbyter could not be a sacerdos and a sacerdos could not be a
presbyter. It is very unfortunate that the English language should
not possess in this particular a more distinctive word. It would
have been better for the reformers of the Prayer Book to have used
the word" presbyter" instead of its abbreviation" priest," but we
need to remember that the Bible, being God-breathed, is the only
infallible book; and to remember also the solemn statement in 1 Cor. i.,
that spiritual things can only be " spiritually discerned." We need
the unction of the Holy One to enable us to understand the things
of God.
It is a remarkable fact that never once is the Greek word for" sacrificing priest" (hiereus) used of a Christian minister in the New
Testament. If all believers are" priests" or belong to a " priesthood,"
as taught in 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9, and Rev. i. 6, v. 10, xx. 6, too much is
proved, for it excludes the possibility of a special caste or class of
" priests" whose authority is higher than that of ordinary Christians.
In the Gospels and in the Acts of the Apostles the chief priests are
referred to (as archiereus) constantly, but it is evident that they were
of the Jewish economy.
It is interesting to study the subject first from the Old Testament,
because the New Testament is incomprehensible without the Old;
one is as the lower storey of a house, the other as the upper storey_
We need not go farther back than Exod. xxviii., where Aaron and
his sons are set apart for the priesthood. As the tabernacle is
symbolic throughout of Christ, we see that the priestly garments of
glory and beauty were clearly there to show forth the excellencies of
the Lord Jesus. Aaron had none, so his outer garb must be such as
to show forth theHeavenliness = blue
Royalty
= purple
which characterize the
Suffering
= scarlet
Lord of glory.
Purity
= white
Exod. xxi.'{. 14 and Lev. ix. 7, with their contexts, show that Aaron
H
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needed to offer a sacrifice ,with blood, as a sign that he was a sinnerin ccmtrast to Christ, And in Exod, xxix. 36 this is emphasized. It
was needed every day. Sacrifices were constant. In Lev. iv. 3 and
viii. 14 the priest's sin was provided for-a sin offering was required
,at his .consecration. In chapter xxxi. we get his marriage laws. In
Numbers viii. the tribe of Levi is set apart to wait on the priestslovely type of the people of God who are destined to be always with
their Lord.
Now comes in failure. Nadab and Abihu fail (Lev. x. 1, 12), Aaron
1ails (Exod. xxxii. 10; Deut. ix. 20). Numbers xxi. 28 shows us
Aaron, the great High Priest of Israel, stripped and dying.
The Holy Spirit's commentary is the Epistle to the Hebrewsthose Christian Jews who, in losing their ritual, their priests and
sacrifices, needed to have it explained to them that they were better
off with the risen Lord Christ than with all they were losing. Thus
the contrast so emphatic between the local, temporary, and imperfect
sacrifice of the old economy, and the world·wide, eternal, and perfect
once·offered Sacrifice on Calvary,
Aaron offered often (Heb. vii. 27; ix. 25, 26; and x. 1, 2, 3).
Christ offered once (Heb. ix. 26, 28), And in contrast to Aaron, note
these wonderful statements: " We are sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once" (x. 10); "One sacrifice for sins for
ever" (v. 12); "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified" (v. 14); "Where remission of these [of sins] is,
there is no more offering for sin" (v. 18).
Aaron, as also his successors, had no seat provided for him because
his work was never done, never finished: see Heb. x. 2, 3, 4, 11, and
see the context and the contrast-" This Man [Christ] after He had
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God" (v. 12). So, unless the Bible is untrue, there is no more offering
for sin, because that was accomplished once for all, and if there is a
sacrifice, these verses must be untrue, and consequently: We are
yet in our sins, and 11 there is no remission. 11
Heb. x. 18 says, "There is no more offering for sin," and thank
God we know, and rejoice to l.-now, that the Lord Jesus never left
off expiating guilt on the tree till He could-and did-say, "It is
finished."
Now, every ritualistic "priest" professes that in some sense he
offers Christ afresh in the Communion service. It is not true. The
Lord said, " I am alive for evermore" (Rev. i. 18).
He took His seat in contrast to a priest who had still to sacrifice,
and He did so on the ground of His own blood-shedding (Heb. ix. 12).
But the Aaronic priesthood, we are told, was" taken away," and
by the same God Who gave it as a temporary measure (Heb. x. 9).
Now as to the Melchizedek priesthood. Here we are indeed on holy
ground, and we had better learn what saith the Scripture. We meet
Melchizedek first in Gen. xiv. 18, an isolated and majestic figure
indeed. Then there is silence for nearly 1000 years in Scripture, and
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he is referred to in Psa. ex. 4. Another silence of 1000 years, and he
stands before us in Heb. v. 6.
King
" of Salem (peace) } his name and t'tl
1 e.
Kmg of nghteousness
He owes his priestly authority to no pedigree (as Aaron's line did)
(Heb. vii. 3).
He has an intransmissible priesthood (Heb. vii. 24, margin)-so he
can have no successors!
He does not die (v. 16).

(We take Melchizedek to be a type, hence of his literal ancestry
and family the Scriptures take no account.)
He is unique, solitary, and stands to show forth the Royal (and
Resurrection) High Priesthood of Christ. He blesses us, we give Him
homage. He is the Priest upon the throne. He offers no sacrifice.
His ministry is based upon that sacrifice that is accomplished for ever.
In regard to the temporary and inferior order of Aaron, the Lord
God was strict to mark iniquity when others, not of Aaron's family,
usurped the priesthood.
Korah (Numb. xvi.) was swallowed up alive. Uzziah (2 Chron. xxvi.
16--21) was struck with leprosy. Jeroboam was marked out as the
king who" made Israel to sin" for this very thing (1 Kings xii. 31 ;
xiii. 33). Of how much sorer punishment will the Lord deem those
guilty who usurp the intransmissible priesthood of Christ in His
Melchisedek character 1
A. E. WOOD.
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
WITH our beloved EDITOR'S permission, I should like to explain to
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that pressure of work in a new
and somewhat arduous sphere has prevented my continuing these
" Jottings" for several months. I also desire to thank those who,
in response to my request conveyed through the EDITOR, kindly
remembered me at the throne of grace with regard to ministerial
work; and to say that the Lord heard and answered prayer in a
wonderful manner. But as my present charge is only a temporary·
one, I still crave their prayers that the Lord will graciously direct and
control my way. For even if. the war should soon come to an end, a
return to the ministry in Germany would, I fear, be hardly practicable
or desirable.
SPEAKING of the war, it seems to me that if only we can divest our
minds of the thoughts' of man regarding it, and of the excitement
connected· with it, how unspeakably horrible it must appear. It is
indeed" Satanic"! But how hateful it must appear in the sight of
God! And what a corroboration of Scripture testim'my regarding
mankind by nature-" Hateful, and hating one another" (See Titus
iii. 3).
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And this in spite of vain human efforts to improve fallen nature,
such as Education, "Culture," etc.
If the law of Christ prevailed, if the principles promulgated by our
Lord in His Sermon on the Mount were carried out, war would be
impossible.
But Holy Scripture teaches us that wars will continue up to the
very time of the coming of our Lord in power and glory.
ON the subject of hatred between England and Germany, a Christian
correspondent of mine, who has lived a number of years in Germany,
writes deprecating the work of the Press in fanning the flames of
hatred; the spirit of boasting that is abroad; and the eagerness to
magnify every evil in our enemies. "They have done many wicked
things," he writes, " of that there can be no doubt, but I do not believe
all the atrocities attributed to them." He then expresses the opinion
that a crushing defeat would be the best thing that can happen for
Germany, and adds: "But I fear we shall not live to see the fruits
of it. We shall, however, live to see the hatred and bitterness engendered by it, and it will depend largely upon us how long those sentiments
continue to exist towards us."
Most certainly the children of God in Germany, distinguishing
between real and nominal Christianity-between religion and true
Godliness-know that God's people in England do not bear the slightest
enmity against them, but that their feelings are those of love and pity,
and sympathy with them in their trials. May this assurance that
this is so, meet the eyes of some of them sooner or later! We are not
unmindful of the fact that we are" One body in Christ, and everyone
members one of another,'- and that "If one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it."
very first of the signs of the " grievous times" of " the last
days" (2 Tim. iii. 1, 2), is, "Men shall be lovers of their own selves.'A secular newspaper remarked in a leading article recently: "The
whole thing is another example of a crazy national self-love exalting
the German race above the other peoples of the earth." This witness
is undoubtedly true. Yet Germany is one of the so-called Christian
nations. So is our own nation. But both, in differing proportions,
have apostatized from" the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints"; have called in question and denied the Divine Authority,
Inspiration, and Infallibility of the Bible; and have been deceived by
" the form of Godliness without the power."
These things have called down God's righteous judgments, as His
faithful witnesses have for long foretold they would.
THE

IN this connection I may quote from a letter recently received from
another Christian friend. He writes: "We certainly are living in
dreadful times; yet here in England, it is not recognized, and the
rod will have to be laid on much more severelv
for its effects to be
•
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much noticeable in the lives of us all. We see but little of the contrite
hearts which He will not despise; but, on the other hand, so much
trust in man, our arms, Russia, our Navy, and our big guns, and we
forget that Gideon was told that there were too many with him,
lest they should vaunt themselves. We remember the small number
of the victorious few, but it was' the sword of the Lord and of Gideon '
that brought about the victory. It is marvellous how the Romanist
countries have suffered-their churches, their shrines, their members,
and their sacred idols and images" !

I

IT must be sadly owned that what my friend notes is part of the
foretold apostasy (2 Thess. ii. 3), which has assuredly set in. As of
old, men like not to retain God in their knowledge (Rom. i. 28). We
can scarcely hope to better things in this, "man's day." All is surely
as it seems to many, working up to "the Day of the Lord "-the
accomplishment of His purposes concerning Israel, the destruction
of Antichrist, and the establishment of rightousness, blessedness, and
peace.
WE find the name of "God" named, and appeal and prayer made
to "God" by opposing combatants, and it would be puzzling even
to God's own people did they not remember that even Antichrist may
claim that God is on his side. But it is not the God of the Bible; it
is not the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. For we read,
I John ii. 22, "He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son."
This probably does not mean that he denies God, or is an atheist, for
it is added, verse 23, " Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not
the Father." The question is, Is Christ owned and exalted as the Son
of God1 If God IN CHRIST is not confessed, then it is not the true
God, Who is " THE FATHER" in Him, and only in Him.
I DESIRE, amongst these " Jottings," to enter my solemn protest
against the British Mission to the pope. It can not bring God's
blessing upon us, but the contrary. Anent this subject, Baron Porcelli
writes in The EngZ,~h Ohurchman : " God's reply has not tarried. The
very day this fatal breach with God was proclaimed there took place
the East Coast raid." He concludes his letter by saying: "Let us
. . . . continue to denounce this evil Mission as an insult to God, a
betrayal of the nation, a crowning calamity."
According to a letter from Cardinal Merry del Val published in the
Osservatore Romano the pope "is now soliciting from the King of
kings the liberation of the souls of those fallen and kept prisoners in
purgatory, so that they may soon reach the celestial Fatherland. To
obtain this object, the pontiff has gmnted all masses celebrated during
the war throughout the world for those fallen the same efficacy as if
they were celebrated at the privileged altar" !
On such a travesty of real Christianity, comment seems to be need·
less, as far as the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE ar~ concerned. Yet
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it is to the head of this false and antichristian system that the British
Government sends an "Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni·
potentiary."
Surely the words which are read in Church of England places of
worship at the beginning of each ecclesiastical year, "Now it is high
time to awake out of sleep," have special force at the present time.
Also the practical exhortation: "Let us cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of light."
We see God's Holy Word corroborated, as well as being fulfilled
before our eyes. While we have time it is ours to do all we can to
spread the light, to sow the seed of God's Word, and to proclaim" the
Gospel of the grace of God "-salvation by grace through the redemp·
tion that is in Christ Jesus, for it is still" the acceptable time," " the
day of salvation."
And we know that by means of this preaching, or proclamation,
God is calling His elect Church, and when it is complete, Christ will
" present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing "-" Complete IN HIM."
OH! that grace may be vouchsafed to all His people that they may
sit more loosely to the things of time and sense. Many of them have
lost, it may be, all that the world prizes and sets store on, or that
human nature clings to; but is it not that they may look more earnestly
for" that blessed hope, even the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a people
for His own possession, zealous of good works."
" Seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the
right hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not
on the things that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our life, shall be mani·
fested, then shall ye also with Him be manifested in glory" (Col. iii.
1-4, R.V.).
On such wonderful, such " high" doctrine, is founded the practical
exhortation, "Mortify therefore your members which are upon the
earth." Amen.
The RectOTy, Limavady,
ROBERT J. NOYEs, B.D.
Co. De:rry.

"THINGS WE HAVE NEED OF."
CHRIST spoke to His disciples, and they-as we do--listened to what
He said, believing entirely in every word, counting His co=and·
ments a privilege and a joy, His prophecies true and sure, His reproofs
life, His precepts love. He said, "Take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat 1 or, What ,shall we drink 1 or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed 1 . . . for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
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need of all these things." Their Father knew-He Who had exercised
His own will and power in their very existing, He Who had undertaken
willingly the responsihility of all their keeping and well·being, He
had known from the beginning that they would need food and clothes.
He knew it when He gave ·to Adam and Eve their first garments;
when He gave Hannah the means and ability to make a little coat
for her son. He knew it when" David was come to Mahanaim," and
Shobi, Machir, and Barzillai " brought beds, and basons, and earthen
vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, and
beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse, and honey, and butter, and
sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that were
with him, to eat: for they said, The people is hungry, and weary, and
thirsty, in the wilderness." And He knew it still when the angel set
before the solitary Elijah a meal of cake and water. And His com·
passion failed not when His beloved Son came and walked amongst
men, for He proved at the marriage in Cana-amongst the tombs of
the Gadarenes-and at the breakfast of fish on the shore of the lake,
that He knew they had " need of these things."
" Before ye ask," Christ said. This it is which strengthens rather
than weakens the privilege and sweetness of prayer, that His people
pour out their hearts to Him Who knows the truth of their complaints,
Who for" their profit" has made the need, and Whose joy it is to fill
or to remove it. In the meantime they must pray, for He has said,
Ask; they must knock, for it is His purpose to open. There is no
curse, no anger, no impatience with the appointment, or lengthening
of weariness and care. "Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it."
Other things are in Christ's gift, above the bread that perisheth and
the raiment that waxes old. "Seek rather "-" seek first "-the
Kingdom of God; all these things will be added. " Ye have need of
patience," need to learn of the Meek and Lowly One that man does
not live by bread only, but by every word of God; need to learn to
depend on Him, not ouly for the life that now is, but for that which
is to come.
" Before ye ask." Christ said. Before His children were anywhere
except in His purpose of unspeakable love and mercy, the Father
knew what things they would have need of, until all finished, the
whole multitude should be with Him in peace, to acknowledge Him
their only Saviour. "He saw that there was no man, and wondered
that there was no intercessor: therefore His arm brought salvation
unto Him." Before they called, before they could call, He answered
by preparing " such good things as pass man's understanding," and
laying up in Christ" gifts for men." Now while they are speaking
out of sorrow or care He hears, and as they are able to bear sends
answers of peace and deliverance, and sanctifies in them and to them,
though not to the world, the temptations that are common to man.
" These things," saith the Lord the Spirit, the Comforter, "will I do
unto them, and not forsake them," and they, emptied to know their
helplessness and powerlessness, stretch forth their hands to Him,
12
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leave at times the coats, the hosen and the hats, the bread and
water, or the milk and honey, to His ordering, and pray" I need the influence of Thy grace
To speed me on my way,
Lest I should loiter in the race,

Or turn my feet astray."
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE ASCENDED ONE.
[By the kind permission of Mrs. Turpin, we have the much-esteemed
privilege of placing before the readers of our MAGAZINE, the last verses
written by our now glorified brother. As the date appended shows,
they were committed to paper very shortly before the illness which
immediately preceded his Home-going, and it is our prayer, as it would
have been our dear brother's had he been able to carry out the
intended publication, that God may abundantly bless them and use
them to His own glory.-ED.]
LORD JESUS CHRIST ascended now,
Before Thy face we fall,
Worthy art Thou our praise to wjn,
Our hearts, our life, our all.
We love to trace Thy lowly path,
Thou Man of sorrows here,
No care on earth but touched Thy heart,
No want but brought Thee near.
" The SON," but perfect MAN, Thou art,
GOD'S will Thy heart absorbed,
His pleasure here Thyself fulfilled,
His SERVANT, whilst our LORD.
We love to tell Thy matchless grace,
Displayed midst strife and scorn ;
Thou healer of each broken heart,
Thou calm in every storm.
The lowly and the lonely One,
Whose patient grace stood fast,
Where malice, hatred, pride combined
To move each heart to haste.

Ascended now, the COMING ONE,
Whose shout we wait to hear,
When all the ransomed Church of God
Shall meet Thee in the air.
May 1st, 1914.

W. T. TURPIN
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"THE REMNANT" AND "THE FULNESS."
THE SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT
CHURCH ROOMS, BRISTOL, ON FEBRUARY 8TH, 1915, BY THE
REV. J. C. SMITH, ASSOCIATION SECRETARY O~' THE
TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY.
" Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the
election of grace. . . . For I would not, brethren, that ye should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits ,that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in. "-ROMANS xi. 5 and 25.
VERSE 5 refers to Israel: verse 25 refers to the Nations. Verse 5
speaks of a Remnant: verse 25 speaks of a Fulness. And with these
two verses, compare verses 27 and 28 of the ninth chapter of this
Epistle.
From the standpoint of Old Testament teaching, the whole population of the earth was divided into Israelites and Nations. According to
the New Testament, the whole population of the earth is divided into
three parties, namely; (1) The Jews; (2) The Nations; (3) The
Church of God. The Church of God is a medium-God's medium of
ministry-between Himself and mankind. The Church of God is
intended to teach both Israel and the Nations. As the Saviour said,
" The field is the world "-the sphere of our service. This emphasizes
our opportunity and responsibility.
It is the happy privilege of the Trinitarian Bible Society to touch
both Israel and the Nations, and minister to their need, by sending
them the Scriptures.
1. ISRAEL. The Apostle's words are exceedingly significant, " Even
so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the
election of grace." The expression, " This present time," reveals our
responsibility.
The Apostle finds a comparison or parallel in the state of things in
the time of Elijah. After the memorable scene on Carmel, Elijah
became afraid of the vengeance of Jezebel and iled from the country.
The Lord met him in the wilderness and at Horeb and answered his.
plea. Elijah pours out his intercession against Israel-an extraordinary thing for the Prophet to do. The answer of God to him was.
that He had reserved to Himself seven thousand men who had not
bowed themselves to Baal.
It is well to note that the seven thousand were there, but they do
not seem to have been known to Elijah, for he says, " I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." If the seven thousand
had come forward and stood by God's Prophet in the time of apostasy,
how it would have encouraged him in his testimony! This want of
decision and courage is very evident to-day. There are many truehearted Christians who never come forward and encourage the men
who are standing in the front of the fight of faith. If we are called
and chosen, let us also be faithful.
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These seven thousand men were " the remnant" in Elijah's time.
The Apostle Paul says, " Even so then at this present time also there
is a remnant": and that this remnant must come out, it is added
" according to the election of grace." The Apostle himself belonged
to that remnant, for just previous to verse 5 he says "I also am an
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin " (verse 1).
Now, it seems evident that God's purpose in the present testimony
to Israel is to bring out that remnant, making it a part of the Church
of God; and our opportunity as Christian witnesses emerges here.
Let us " buy up the opportunity."
The Trinitarian Bible Society seeks to touch Israel, and the Lord
has honoured the Society in placing in its hands an instrument of a
powerful sort by which it touches this remnant, namely, the Hebrew
New Testament. This remarkable book circulates in our own country
and in other countries where the Jews are located. In our own country
it is placed in the hands of Jews, in London, Manchester, Liverpool,
Leeds, and Hull, by Christian men who care for the welfare of Israel.
On the Continent of Europe, several agents are at work spreading this
Hebrew New Testament. The Director of the Barbican Mission to
the Jews, the Rev. C. Lipshytz, and the workers connected with the
MiIdmay Mission to the Jews, place this volume in the hands of many
Israelites every year.
The happiest results have accrued from these efforts. Testimonies
have accumulated, year after year, how the Lord has used this instrument to reach individuals and families among the Jews, and thus
hundreds have been called out and added to " the remnant according
to the election of grace."
So we see that the" present time" for the Apostle is the" present
time" for us. It is the time of our opportunity to touch and be instrumental in the turning to the Lord members of Israel, "according to
the election of grace," thereby furthering the purposes of God and
hastening the day of Israel's great deliverance.
2. THE NATIONS. (Verse 25.) The Nations of course make by far
the larger portion of humanity, and here, instead of reading "The
remnant," we read "The fulness." The change is remarkable.
Blindness in part has happened to Israel, as verse 5 has shown us, but
38 the Apostle says this blindness rests on Israel" until the fuIness of
the Nations has come in," so there, in this connection, our work is to
touch and reach this fulness. Thus, again, it seems clear that God's
purpose is to bring in this fulness of the Nations, And our Society, in
sending out, in the various languages of the Nations, the Scriptures of
Truth, thus stands in the line of God's purpose in reaching this fulness,
How near this fulness may be to its completion we can not tell, but
it seems to some of us as if we were very close to that consummation,
All the more therefore our opportunity presses; and our privilege to
take part in this work is great.
The Scriptures go out to Sailors and Fishermen round our own
coasts. They go out to the peoples of Europe. They are circulated
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in India, China, the Philippine Islands, and South America, in large
numbers. And at the present time when the Nations of Europe and
Asia are convulsed with a colossal catastrophe, the call for the Scriptures has become very loud indeed.
The Society seeks to minister to the need of the Sailors connected
with the Fleet and the Soldiers connected with our Army. We have
published New Testaments for the Navy and Army to over the number
of 130,000. We have published the Gospel according to John, in
English, for similar purposes, to the number of 120,000. And even so
we are unable to meet the many demands that reach us.
Letters received from many Christian workers among the men in
the Camps, all tell the same story-that these men receive the Scriptures with great readiness. Rarely is a copy refused. And the officers
are equally anxious to procure some portion of the Scriptures. We
have found that this bond between the officers who lead and the men
who are led into battle becomes a very real thing in the stress of war.
Sometimes on " the stricken field" officers have to care for and comfort
the men they have led, and sometimes the men have to care for their
officers. It is in such circumstances as these that they feel for the
little Testament stowed somewhere about their person; and it is then
that the message of the little book speaks to them so powerfully.
A great work of grace has proceeded amongst the soldiers in many
of the Camps throughout the country, and quite a goodly proportion
of men in the ranks are earnest Christians. Doubtless there are those
addicted to habits that we pray may be changed; nevertheless scenes
have happened which tell how many witnesses for Christ are in our
Army. It is recorded in the case of a contingent entraining for the
front, that when the time came to say good-bye to their friends and
the train moved out of the station, the men struck up the well-known
hymn
"Abide with me: fast falls the eventide,
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide."
And as the spectators heard it, they were dumb with the solemnity
of the moment, and tears fell on the platform from the eyes of many.
This gives an idea of the kind of men that face the foe on the battlefield, and who, in the hour of need, can minister to their comrades. We
hear from many of the workers distributing New Testaments and Portions, of cases of conversion so definite and bearing such fruit, that
no one can doubt that it is the very work of God.
With regard also to the Refugees, who have come to shelter under
our wing at this time of fearful distress, we have provided Scriptures
for them, in large numbers, especially the Gospel of John. They have
been put into circulation both in Flemish and in French, by Christian
friends, who are visiting the Refugees in the various centres where they
are located. Mons. Valat of the Belgian Bible Society has done noble
service in visiting the Belgians in this country. He has introduced to
us at our depot, one man, a Roman Catholic, who has been turned to
the Lord through reading the Scriptures; and a lady recently told us
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of an intelligent Belgian who was led to Christ by reading the New
Testament, and who is now engaged in writing a book to expose the
errors of the Romish system, out of which he has come.
Thus we are touching the Nations of the earth, and have the happiness of seeing the " Fulness " coming in. This is real fellowship with
God. Among the Belgian Refugees we have a vastly important field
at our door. Let us sow the seed there. It is no accident that these
crushed and broken people have taken shelter in the British Isles.
The call of God is there. Many of them are not of the bigoted type of
Roman Catholics. They are willing to listen, willing to receive the
Scriptures. And who can measure the result when many of them
who have been brought to the Lord, by His grace, in this favoured land,
go back to Belgium as evangelists and witnesses for Christ among their
own people 1 Therefore" as we have opportunity let us do good unto
all men." And what greater good can we bestow than placing the
Scriptures in their hands and homes 1
The voice of the Lord, " Behold, I come quickly," is becoming louder
and louder. "The remnant" may soon be all called out: "the fulness " may soon be completed, and the membership of the Church of
God may soon be brought to the full. Then the glorious time will
come which shall be, as Paul declares, " as life from the dead" ! (verse
15.)

Thrice happy shall we be if we can then look back on having any
share in the service which hastened such a God-glorifying end!
" WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT 1 "
" The night is far spent, the Day is at hand."-RoMANs xiii. 12.

OH, Thou Spirit of the living God, arise, "revive Thy work in the
midst of the years"; send out Thy voice, Thy mighty voice, " and
make Thy people hear "-hear the soul-cheering truth that "the
night is far spent, the Day is at hand." Oh, ye heralds of " the glorious
Gospel of the blessed God," lift the silver trumpets on high, and let the
" flock of slaughter" hear you echo the Comforter's declaration, " The
night is far spent, the Day is at hand." Oh, ye soldiers of Jesus Christ,
buckle on your armour (Song of Solomon iii. 8), " fight the good fight,"
" endure hardness," shrink not at " the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing happened unto you"; but" be strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus," for indeed" the night is far spent,
the Day is at hand." Do any ask what night is far spent 1 It is
none other than the night of sin and sorrow, of conflict and temptation,
of false doctrine and persecution, of heart anguish and sickening care;
the night wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth, headed by
the cruel and malicious enemy and accuser of the brethren, bringing
in their train hatred, scorn, and reproach-the dark hour's watching
with the Man of Sorrows, under which heart and flesh fail-the solemn
and most awful answer to that prayer which seeks to know the fellow-
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ship of His sufferings (Phi!. iii. 10), Whose agony was mutely expressed
in "those great drops of blood He shed at eventide." This is that
terrible night wherein we walk, alone, and yet " in league with the
stones of the field." But, beloved in the Lord, " fear not, neither be
dismayed," the night is His (Psa. !xxiv. 16) Who is our Day" Courage, ye saints of God,
The night is almost o'er;

Your Lord will come and call you Home,
To weep and watch no more."

" The Lord is not slack concerning His promise"; " Though the
vision tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry" ;
" The Lord, Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even
the Messenger of the Covenant, Whom ye delight in; behold, He shall
come, saith the Lord of hosts" (Mal. iii. 1). In the words of the sacred
poet our expectation finds expression" He comes-for oh! His yearning heart

No more can bear delayTo scenes of full unmingled joy
To call His Bride away."
" And it shall be said in that Day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited
for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation." Amen.
(!!otte~pon1Jencc.

THE LATE MISS SOPHIA WRIGHT.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON-I am sending a very imperfect sketch of dear
Miss Wright's beautiful God-honouring life. I should have liked to
dilate more upon the grace of God operating and shining, but feared
to make the paper too long. I fear it is too long as it is.
I do thank you very very warmly for putting her portrait in the
MAGAZINE; I know it will be so welcome to many who knew and
loved her, and I pray that the account may touch the hearts and
influence the lives of many, so that she being dead may yet speak.
I am so hoping you are feeling better, and pray daily that our loving
Lord will cheer and strengthen you. He will, I am sure. . . . After
all, it is not the place but the dear ones that constitute home. As
with our Home above, the pearly gates and golden street are not our
heart's desire. "The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel's Land."
It would be no Home without Him-" With Me where I am" is the
heart's longing.
Much warm Christian love, and believe me,
Yours always very sincerely and gratefully,
BRISTOL, February 13th, 1915.
NETTlE.

184

The Gospel Magazi1le

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARloIT AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR-The opportunities for faithful witness are now very great,
and both at home, and at the front and with the fleet, the Mission
seeks to place the Truth of God before our soldiers and sailors. A
request has just reached me for Testaments for 2700 men. Large
numbers of men are going to the front, and no better gift can be made
than a portion of God's own Word. The following has just come
from a camp: "I received your most valuable consignment of Gospel
literature last evening, and wish to thank you most sincerely for
same. It arrived at a most opportune moment, as we were almost
completely without literature. Especially I was glad to receive the
Testaments and Gospels enclosed. We find that not merely are the
soldiers willing to accept copies of God's own Word, but they actually
come forward and ask if we have a Bible or Testament we can give.
Those you sent were most acceptable. I am thankful to say almost
without exception literature is gratefully received, and whilst we
do not see great outward results, we can leave the results with Him
Who has said, ' My Word shall not return unto Me void.''' From
another camp: "The parcel of literature came safely to hand last
evening, and I am very grateful. It came at an appropriate time,
for our men are leaving here to-morrow, so it comes in specially useful
as a parting gift. Our two soldiers have been with us for fifteen
weeks, and have joined us in our family worship every day during
that time, and we shall miss them very much. I wish I could say
that both were converted, but I can not; they are both good moral
young men, but lack the one thing needful. Continue in prayer that
the seed sown during their stay here may spring up and bear fruit
to His honour and glory."
A Sergt.-Major at the front writes: "I am still being kept. We
continue to have happy times around the Word of God; few evenings
pass without some of us dra\ving together. I regret that all who
have made a profession of conversion are not letting their lives prove
their change of heart, but I suppose there will always be those who
will go out from us, for they be not of us. We are experiencing some
very uncomfortable times temporally, owing to the fearful condition
of the ground due to the excessive rain of late, and also through the
rain itself and cold. What a joy indeed to be able to say with beloved
Paul, 'I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be
content,' and to enjoy the fulfilment of that promise ' As one whom
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you.' Oh, if all the army
were only in that happy state! Humbly I say, 'Thank Thee, 0 Lord,
for Thy grace to me.' I trust you are keeping well."
It is indeed a joy to be able to minister to the Lord's people in the
Army and Navy. French Gospels and Testaments are also wanted by
many of my friends at the front for giving to the French.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD , BATH ROAD ,
BRISTOL, Feln-uary, 1915.
R. E. BRIDER.
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13rottstant tieacon.
THE CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE,PORT CHURCH. BRISTOL. IN 1877.
" The general assembly and Church of the Firstborn, which are written in
hea1Jen."-HEBREWS xii. 23.
(Continued from page 125.)

THIS is the city that God's people in old time looked out for-it
was that glorious city that the dying patriarch, Abraham, set Ills eyes
upon as he felt lllmself retiring from the earthly scene. "He looked
for a city wlllch hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God"
(Heb. xi. 10). The saints of old did not trust in man-made Churches,
or associations of this party or that party, of tills sect or that denomination; not in the fact that they belonged to the family of Israel, but
that they belonged to the family of God-everything about that
family is heavenly, and everything about it is living. That is what
the Apostle says you have come to-Mount Sion, the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angelsthat is to say, you have been placed under the charge of those ministering spirits whom God sends forth to " minister to the heirs of salva·
tion" (Heb. i. 14). God's love to His people is so great that He has
made provision for their security in all possible circumstances. My
dear friends, how little do we know of what is occurring around, and
above us, in the air, and everywhere, invisible to us, for our security,
and the promotion of our best interests, because of the love that God
entertains for us, and because of the value that He puts upon us. Why
should not the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ believe this? By
and by they will see, when their eyes are opened, when they rise again
from the dead, with their new faculties, new powers, all these things
shall be presented before them-then, God says, their enemies
shall" know that I have loved them" (Rev. iii. 9). And we shall know
it, dear friends, from far more convincing evidence than any we have
now. We now profess to see the love of God in Christ Jesus, but how
much of it do we overlook! On the other hand, some of us profess to
see the love of God in Providence; we know how we are protected
from time to time, what instances of it have occurred in our past
history. Do not our individual histories remind us that God's eye is
upon us, that His hand is outstretched towards us, that He acts
towards us and feels towards us as a Father and Friend; but we can not
see anytlllng like the amount of this provision of mercy and grace
that God has made for His redeemed people in the Lord Jesus Christ.
We are only told, as an indication of it, that we are come to an innumerable company of angels; and we remember that when the Lord Jesus
Christ was apprehended and led away to condemnation and death, He
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said to one of His Apostles, "Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray
to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve
legions of angels?" (Matt. xxvi. 53.) The angels were ready to
come; but it was impossible that He could interfere with God's purpose of mercy and grace, which He was about to accomplish in the
redemption work committed to Him. But it gives us an additional
evidence that we belong to Christ, that He has His angels who wait
upon Him, who are always at His disposal, and are constantly
employed by Him in behalf of His beloved people.
We believers have come to this innumerable company of angels,
those ministers that minister to them that shall be heirs of salvation;
but we are also " come to the general assembly and Church of the
Firstborn, which are written in heaven," This general assembly
evidently means the general gathering of God's people together. The
word " general" is the same as the word "catholic." We hear a
great deal about the Catholic Church in our day, and we know that
this word" catholic" is applied to a Church to which it does not in
the least belong. It is just like everything else that man does; he
takes advantage of everything, Divine and human, for his own purposes, and is sure to misuse it. So with this word" catholic." The
words "Catholic Church" mean simply, God's people in their collective capacity who are now scattered over the world in various places,
but who shall be gathered in by and by; it is not the Church of this
locality, nor the Church of that party, nor the Church of that sect, but
it is God's people dispersed over the world to be collected together in
God's good time. That universal Church is found everywhere, for
God has His people everywhere witnessing to His Truth-it is God's
own Church, and there is no Church that deserves the name of catholic
or general but God's Church, simply because there is no Church universal on the earth in man's way of interpreting the word, no Church
that can rightly be called the Catholic Church, that is having its representatives universally spread over the earth. Then, this expression
" general assembly" means this-first of all, that God has a people
at present dispersed abroad; and secondly, that God has a people to
be gathered in time to come, They shall be assembled by and by in
one body, and the members of His Church shall be united when the
great day of separation between the tares and the wheat, between the
sheep and the goats, shall come. Then, all the Lord's people, of every
nation and kingdom, tribe, family, sect, and denomination, all that
love the Lord Jesus, all that are washed in His blood, all that are
clothed in His righteousness, all that are consecrated by His Spirit, all
that are given to Him by God, all who are now in His hands and under
His care, all who are redeemed by His blood, and therefore all who are
sanctified, preserved, and called, as Jude says (verse 1), all these
people, by and by, discarding all names and all distinctions but that
which God has given them-the general assembly and Church of the
Firstborn, whose names are written in heaven-all then shall meet
together in the presence of God and of the Lamb.
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By the firstborn are simply meant God's spiritual Israel. Among
the literal Israel He claimed every first-born male as His peculiar
property (Ex. xiii. 2). Afterwards He substituted one of the tribes of
Israel-that of Levi-for the firstborn, to be consecrated in a special
manner to Him; and that became, as we know, a tribe of priests dedicated to the service of the sanctuary (Num. iii. 12, 13). Therefore by
the firstborn in this place is meant God's saints in every age-His
children-His spiritual priests, consecrated by the Holy Ghost to Him,
as a " holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter ii. 5). So" the Church of the Firstborn "
is simply God's chosen people, God's sons, like Jesus (Col. i. 15); who
by grace" present their bodies a living sacrifice" to God (Rom. xii. 1).
They are" heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 17).
Mark that description, dear friends-" Who are written in heaven."
You and I could not write a name there, therefore we could not add a
single member to this glorious congregation to be assembled together
in the great day. No one can reach those records where God's saints
are enrolled, but God Himself; no finger can inscribe a name on them,
the finger of God alone can do it. No one can write a name anywhere
so indelibly that God can not erase it. But a name once placed in
those records by the finger of God shall never be erased. That is what
the Lord meant when He said to His disciples, on their return from
their mission, when they told Him with exultation that even the
devils were subject to them through His Name, Rejoice not in that,
"but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven"
(Luke x. 20). Of course, if their names could be unwritten there,
they could not rejoice. That then, dear friends, is to believers the
true ground of joy-that their names are there, that no one can obliterate them-they are there before God; He reads them, recognizes
them, knows all about them, they are the names of His beloved. The
book in which they appear is the family record; He recognizes it as
such, and by and by it shall be read out before the assembled universe,
and its contents shall be acknowledged as the registry of God's own
beloved children, the heirs of the glory of Jesus, throughout a bright
eternity.
We sometimes hear people say to others, " Where do you expect to
go when you die ~" And the reply is, "I hope to go to heaven."
My dear friends, if we have any hope at all, that hope must be realized
now. The moment we come to believe in Jesus, to recognize Him as
our Friend and Saviour, that moment we recognize the fact that we
have come to the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn. God
brings us to a recognition of the great fact that we are His children. It
is not therefore that we hope to be among His firstborn; we are there.
"Ye are come to it, ye have been brought to it," says the Apostle.
God has accomplished, finished, and completed it all, and therefore
every child of God is in full possession of all that God intended him to
have, but not yet in the full enjoyment of it. You will not have that
until Jesus comes and changes our "vile bodies" (Phil. iii. 21). This
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old nature, these vile bodies, these wicked hearts of ours, all these
evil propensities and habits that we have, pI'event s enjoying the
blessings that God has provided for His people; but we shall enjoy
them by and by. When Christ comes to change these vile bodies, and
make them like to His glorious body, then, dear friends, we shall fully
and uninterruptedly enjoy those blessings that He has provided for
His people. Let us keep this in view-that the general assembly of
the Firstborn is God's Church, and that that Church is composed of
those whose names are written in heaven, those who come to Mount
Sion, or those who belong as citizens to God's city-that is, those who
have an interest in the heavenly Jerusalem. The word" Jerusalem"
means " a vision of peace"; and God's believing people have such a
vision. You see then, from that description, what the people of God
actually possess: they have peace, they have life, they have security,
they have God's love, they have pardon, they have reconciliation,
they have all those things that God has provided for His people in the
Lord Jesus Christ, they have everything that is contrasted with that
which was represented at Sinai, which only showed man's sin and
God's wrath against sin and sinners. There the beholders could find
no enjoyment, they could see nothing in God but what troubled them,
and what was contrary to their present peace and future security;
now, blessed be God, at Mount Sion all that is changed, through the
Lord Jesus Christ.
(To be cominued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE Annual Social Tea to the old folk in our Camberwell Home was
the sixtieth of the series, and many friends cheered the aged pilgl~ms
by their presence. In the evening a meeting was held, under the
presidency of Mr. Arnold Boulden, and excellent addresses were given
by the Rev. H. Atherton, the Rev. J. J. Beddow, the Rev. T. Carr,
and others. Such gatherings promote unity and are occasions of
spiritual profit to one and alL
On March 31st the Society's financial year will close. If our friends
can kindly send in their contributions by March 25th, it will be a great
service. The Committee hope and pray that the burden caused by
the stress and strain of the war may be lessened by the results at the
closing of the accounts for the past twelve months. Our faithful
Covenant·keeping God has graciously enabled all demands to be met,
and when it is remembered that 1480 Life Pensions and seven Homes
have to be provided for, it will be understood that the claims are
neither few nor small.
Packets of the Society's literature will be sent to any address,
together with pictorial post cards. "Twilight," an illustrated booklet,
will be found suitable for enclosure in letters. It is personal interest
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on the part of onr friends that is found so effective in interesting others
in the work. Annnal contribntions, however small, are of the utmost
•
serYlce.
Collections after sermons continue to show a gratifying increase,
and they strengthen the hands of the Committee as practical expressions of the confidence of Churches cherishing the vital truths upon
which the Society is based, and who thus do much to sustain its work.
Potton, Richmond, Brentford, and Norbiton have been visited by
the Secretary, and other places have also freely contributed.
It is the evening of life with the pensioners; the snow-white locks,
bent frame, and tottering steps plainly indicating that the twilight
hour has arrived. Old age, with its flagging spirits, torpid faculties,
and growing infirmities, with losses that have each left a wound in
the heart, and griefs that have each drawn a furrow on the brow, is,
unless sustained by the consolations and hopes of the everlasting
Gospel, a dark and dreary time. The uplifting and gladdening grace
of God is, perhaps, never more apparent than when it irradiates old
age, when" Life's sun a longer shadow throws,
And all things whisper of repose;
Our toilsome journey soon will close,

And we shall reach our Home."
One or two glimpses of these dear aged ones, living and dying, will
not only confirm the faith of younger pilgrims, but emphasize the
usefulness of the Society :-A woman of 85 walks about a mile every
morning to do fine needlework, for which she receives from 3s. to
5s. weekly. The pension has to a great extent relieved her of this
burden. "J. K., our aged pilgrim, has entered into rest. A few hours
before his death he raised his right hand and with deep emotion said,
, Bless the Lord, the conflict is over, the victory won.' I said, ' You
are very near the end of your journey. You will soon see Jesus Christ,
and be like Him.' 'Oh! my dear sir,' he said, , I have prayed for that
for years, and what a transforming sight it will be!' He was a
wonderful man, such refinement of manner; very gifted in expressing
himself, and one who had passed through deep waters with corresponding marked deliverances. We shall greatly miss him."
WHEN we send prayers up to heaveu, God will send help down from
heaven. David prayed to God, as well as trusted in God. And
unless we pray as well as trust, our trust will fail us, for we must trust
to God for that we pray for.-Jeremiah Dyke (1620).
A HARD and ungrateful heart beholds even in prosperity only isolated
drops of Divine grace; but a grateful one like David's, though chased
by persecutors, and striking the harp in the gloom of a cave, looks
upon the mercy and faithfulness of God as a mighty ocean, waving and
heaving from the earth to the clouds, and from the clouds to the earth
again.-Augustus F. Tholuck.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.

IN its issue of January 25, The Times thus summarized the attempt
of the Germans to repeat their raid on the East Coast :-" Early yesterday morning a British patrolling squadron sighted three German
battle-cruisers and an armoured cruiser, the Bliicher, steering westwards. The German warships turned and made for home, but were
pursued and brought to action. The Lion, tlying the flag of Admiral
Sir David Beatty, led the British line. The Bliicher was sunk, and
two other German battle-cruisers were seriously damaged. Our
casualties in personnel are reported to be slight." The Secretary of
the Admiralty, two days later, made the following announcement :" All the British ships and destroyers engaged in Sunday's action
have returned safely to port. The Lion, which had some of her forward
compartments flooded by a shell below the waterline, was taken in
tow by the Indomitable. The destroyer Meteor, which was also
disabled, was taken in tow by the destroyer Liberty. Both vessels
were guarded by strong escorts of destroyers. The repairs to both
vessels can speedily be effected. The total number of casualties
among officers and men reported to the Admiralty is: Lion, seventeen
men wounded; Tiger, one officer and nine men killed and three officers
and eight men wounded; Meteor, four men killed and one man
wounded. It is not believed that any other casualties have occurred,
but if so they will immediately be published. As soon as Sir David
Beatty's report is received a fuller account will be given."
On Saturday, Feb. 13th, the Press announced that a large British
aircraft force-thirty-four aeroplanes and seaplanes-had made a
successful raid on the Belgian coast towns occupied by the Germans.
Great damage was done to Ostend and Blankenberghe railway stations;
and bombs were dropped on gun positions at Middlekerke, and on the
power-station and German mine-sweeping vessels at Zeebrugge. All
the pilots returned safely, in spite of being exposed to heavy gun fire.
Two machines were damaged, and one pilot, Flight-Commander
Grahame·White, fell into the sea, but was rescued by a French vessel.
The machines encountered heavy banks of snow.
The Bishops are still engaged in the Revision of the Prayer Book,
and at the recent meeting of the Upper House of the Convocation of
Canterbury, they passed the following resolution :-" That in the
opinion of this House it is not desirable at present to seek to introduce
into the text of the existing Book of Common Prayer any of the changes
now recommended; but that such changes, together with the additions
suggested, should be embodied in another volume or schedule to be
sanctioned by authority for optional use for such period as may hereafter be determined."
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The Council of the Church Association has recently issued an
important manifesto in reference to the war, a brief. summary of
which thus runs :-" The Council associates itself with the universal
sentiment of the Empire that this is a righteous war, forced on our
country by the unavoidable necessity of upholding treaty rights,
and that the complete success of the enemy involves the crash of
Christian civilization as we understand it, and the ruin of British
liberty as we know it. The Council places on record its high appreciation of the resistance made by the Belgian nation to the invader of its
independence, and its profound sympathy with the Belgian people in
the ruin brought upon their country by an aggressive and unscrupulous
foe. But while the Council entertains the foregoing opinions, it also
recognizes that war is at best a scourge from God. . . . If we judge
ourselves as favourably as we can, we shall find: (a) A weakening of
the old belief in the inspiration of God's holy Word; (b) The spirit of
lawlessness is dominant in our National Church; (c) The Bishops in
many instances encourage law-breakers; (d) Among other national
sins noticeable prior to the war were the lack of spirituality and prayer,
desecration of the Sabbath, and neglect of attendance at the means
of grace; (c) Evidence of national decadence and sin is also forthcoming in the larger numbers of divorces, the increase in the statistics
of illegitimacy, the riot of gambling in all classes, financial dishonesty
in the City, and the lamentable increase of drunkenness among women
as well as men. The Council entreats all who read this manifesto to
examine their own lives in the light of God's Word, and while recommending them to pray without ceasing for tbemselves, for their Church,
and for their country in this hour of supreme danger and trial, asks
them to remember that God requires effort as well as prayer, and that
only by combining the two can we expect His help and blessing."
The Church Association, the Protestant Truth Society, and the
Protestant Reformation Society have all issued strong Protests against
the appointment by the Government of an Envoy to the Vatican.
The following resolution was recently passed by the Protestant
Reformation Society :-" That this Committee desire to express
their distress and indignation at the appointment of Sir Henry Howard
as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Vatican.
They hold that such an appointment is contrary to the letter and
spirit of the Protestant Constitution of this Realm, is inconsistent
with the principles of truth and liberty contained in God's Word, and
calculated to involve the Empire in trouble and danger. They further
protest against the secret manner of the appointment, all Press comment having been prohibited, and against the time chosen for it,
when Parliament was prorogued and the mind of the nation was preoccupied with the pressing claims of a great war. They would add
their voice to that of many others demanding, on religious and patriotic grounds, the immediate recall of the Envoy." A copy of the
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resolution was sent to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
to the Prime Minister, and to the Press.
Sir Edward Grey, in a written answer to a question on this subject
put in the House of Commons, stated: "Sir Henry Howard holds the
position of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary on a
special mission to the Pope; his salary is at the rate of £3,600 a year.
The total cost of the mission can not be stated until it is over, but
the only paid member of the staff is a clerk in the Foreign Office, wbo
receives a temporary allowance to cover his expenses, and no charge
is incurred for rent, which is paid by the Minister out of his salary.
No special sanction is required, but provision will be made for the
expenditure under Sub-head K. Special Missions and Services of the
Vote of Diplomatic and Consular Services, 1915-16, Class V., Vote 1.,
Estimates for Civil Services."
---

The following facts in regard to Mohammedanism are worthy of
note: "Some diagrams in the February number of the Church
Missionary Gleaner emphasize the task committed to British Christians
regarding their Moslem fellow-subjects. It is a striking fact that the
greatest Moslem ruler in the world is our own gracious sovereign Kin"
George V. The present European war found the Mohammedan world
with a population estimated at 201 millions-namely, 156,} millions in
Asia, forty-two millions in Africa, two and a half millions in Europe
and America. Of these ninety and a haH millions are under British.
thirty-five millions under Russian and French rule, and forty-one
and a half millions under other Western Governments, chiefly the
Dutch. Of the remaining thirty-four milliOllS, about eighteen millions
were subjects of the Ottoman Empire. Great Britain and her Allies
thus rule over a preponderant majority of the world's Moslems (126
out of 201 milliOllS). The leaders of this great mass have loyally
espoused the cause of their Western rulers; hundreds of thousands
of Moslems are fighting in the ranks of the Allied armies, and a peculiar
responsibility rests upon British Christians to evangelize them."

ltebiewf.l anb jl.oticef.l of l,;ookf.l.
THE SEVEN ASPECTS OF ROMANISM. By K. E. S. Price Sixpence per
dozen. (From the Author, 19, Lansdowne Road, Tunbridge Wells.)
This is a short booklet showing that spiritual Protestantism viewed,
as the title implies, in seven different aspects, is entirely in accordance
with the teaching of the Word of God. Each statement and argument
are referred to the infallible Scriptures to confirm them. This pamphlet
should be specially useful to those who wish to be prepared with a
Biblical reason for what they believe or refute, but who perhaps have
not been hitherto in a position to produce chapter and verse in confirmation thereof.

