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" \-"bo comforteth us ill all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith wc ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 Con. i. 4.

CHRIST, THE LEADER OF HIS PEOPLE.
" Behold, I have given Him for a . . . Leader , .. to the peoples."
-ISAIAH Iv. 4 (R.V.).
THE FATHER

hath given His dear SON' to be the Leader of His

l'e<:ll'\e. lie ',ba"\Je liim ~m: tb.i\', l'\1"1:l'<:l\',e 'I>Ib.en. lie Ilw.'I>I \111 tb.e 1','<1',"1:lasting Covenant. When, before the foundation of the world, it
was arranged that the eternal SON of GOD should be the Surety
and Mediator of the Covenant, the design was then formed that
CHRIST should be the Leader of GOD'S people. This Divine purpose
took shape at the Incarnation. The Word, sent by the FATHER,
became flesh and dwelt among us. The gift of GOD'S dear SON
was intended for the benefit of Jews and Gentiles. The FATHER
said, "It is a light thing that thou shouldest be My Servant to
raise up the tribes of J acob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:
I will also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest
be My salvation unto the end of the earth" (Isa. xlix. 6).
Thus CHRIST has been given for a Leader to the peoples of the
earth. His chosen followers are to be gathered out of all nations,
and they will own Him as their Leader, and, by His grace, they
will walk in His footsteps.
"Led by CHRIST, we brave the ocean;
Led by Him, the storm defy;
Calm amidst tumultuous motion,
Knowing that our LORD is nigh;
Waves obey Him,
And the storms before Him fly,"
7
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Wnat .a: mercy that the LORD'S chosen and redeemed people
have not to journey alone and without a Guide! The FATHER
in love to His people has arranged that they should walk in their
pilgrimage path under Divine Leadership. JESUS is theit Leader.
1. He is their Leader into the ~cay of peMe.
In their natural state, "Destruction and misery are in their
ways: and the way of peace have they not known." They are
in the way of unrest, of misery, of sin, of distance from GODa way which ends in destruction, a way which culminates in
blackness a~d darkness and eternal exclusion from the light of
heaven. But their names were written in the Lamb's book of
life. Before the world was founded they were chosen to eternal
salvation. Given to CHRIST by the FATHER, He undertook to redeem
and to save them. Hence," The Day-spring from 011 high hath
.visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the
sbadow of death; to guide our feet into the way of peace" (Rom. iii.
16, 17; Luke i, 78, 79j. He knoweth them that are His, and He
suffered for their sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might
. bring them to GOD. No man ever cometh to the FATHER but by
Him. He guides and leads the feet of His people to the GOD
from Whom they have gone astray. He has made peace for them
by the blood of His cross, and by that same blood they are made
nigh, and, being justified by faith, they have peace with GOD
through our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Am I enjoying peaceful fellowship with GOD 1 I owe it to CHRIST. He hath guided my feet
into the way of peace. Had He not enlightened my path and
. dispersed the darkness of sin and death, I should not now be walking
in the way of peace. Blessed be GOD for a Leader Who hath led
me out of darkness into light.
"Determined to save, He watched o'er my path
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death:
And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame 1 "
2. He is their LeadCl· in the journey of life.
It was He Who \vent before His people in the wilderness. "The
LORD [i.e., the ANGEL of the COVENANT] went before them by day
in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a
pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night. He
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took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of
fire by night, from before the people" (Exod. xiii. 21, 22, compared
with xiv. 19). The ANGEL of JEHOVAH led His people by day and
by night, and He led them always. They were never left without
their Divine Leader during their forty years' wandering. Having
begun the good work in regard to them, He continued it. They
often provoked Him by their sins. They often deserved to be
cast off and abandoned, but though He chastised them, He never
left them. Having brought them out of Egypt, He faithfully
carried
, out His design to bring them into the land of promise.
He ever went in the way before them. How beautifully is it
. recorded that" the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by
day, to lead them in the way.; neither the pillar of fire by night,
to show them light, and the way wherein they should go." The
LORD in His manifold mercies forsook them not in the wilderness
(Neh. ix. 19). Neither will He 'forsake His people to·day. He
will still be their guide in all the perplexities of the journey to
the heavenly Canaan. Truly they need an infallible Guide, and
such CHRIST is. The parent needs guidance in connection with
family problems. Masters and men need guidance in business
problems. The Church needs guidance in ecclesiastical problems.
The Christian minister needs guidance in the choice of a text, in
the preparation of a sermon, in the delivery of a discourse, in
the choice of hymns and tunes. He needs guidance when visiting,
. and in his .correspondence. All who bear testimony with their
pens need guidance and teaching. The way is often dark in the
experience of GOD'S children. They naturally hesitate to take
this or that course of ac.tion, but how' blessed is the promise, " The
LORD shall guide thee continually." JESUS goes before His people
to lead them:
"Though dark be my way, since He is my Guide,
"fis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The Word He hath spoken shall surely prevail."
The 'LORD'S leadership is stl'ikingly seen in the case of the wise
men. First, He led them by a star, then by the prophetic scriptures, and then by a dream. The LORD has many ways of leading
His people, and they need to watch and wait for His guiding hand.

,
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Often He leads only a step at a time, but He always leads His
people forth by the right way.
3. He is their Leader in warfare.
They have to fight the good fight of faith. They are to be
valiant for the truth. They must wage continual war against
the world, the flesh, arid the devil. We are all louging for the
present world war to end, but the war against sin and Satan will
never end while we are down here. There can be no peace with
the enemies of GOD and the enemies of His people. The Church
can never rightly co-operate with the world, for" the friendship
of the world is enmity with GOD. Whosoever therefore will be
a friend of the world is the enemy of GOD" (Jas. iv. 4). It is
suggested to-day that" organized labour and organized Christianity" should "unite its forces" "to declare that the mass of
human poverty and the misery~ represented by preventable causes,
must come to an end." But organized labour does not profess
to be composed even largely of believing men, and the Church is
expressly enjoined to "be not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers." GOD'S people must not unite with the world.
They must war against everything worldly, and especially against
worldliness in the professing Church.
The Church can never co-operate with the flesh, for" the flesh
lusteth against the SPIRIT" and "the carnal mind is enmity
against GOD." Nor can there be any co-operation with Satan.
He is the enemy of GOD and His people, and the adversary, who
seeks' to devour the children of GOD. As good soldiers of JESUS
CHRIST, the LORD'S people must do battle against sin and against
error in all its multiform manifestations. They can only do this
successfully under the leadership of the Captain of their salvation_
They are to run the race set before them, looking unto JESUS.
They are to fight the LORD'S battles strengthened in the grace
which is in CHRIST JESUS, their Divine LeadeLTheir foes have
already been conquered by Him, and fresh spiritual victories and
conquests are assured to those who fight under His banner.
. 4. He is their pastoral Leader.
He is the Shepherd of the sheep. As He has been given by
the FATHER to be their Leader, so they have been given to Him
by the FATHER, that He might redeem, bring, tend, and shepherd
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them. "He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him: for
they know His voice." Under His leadership they lie down in
green pastures and drink of the waters of quietness. Following
Him they walk in the paths of righteousness, and even in times
of darkness they are comforted by His presence. With Him in
front of them, and goodness and mel'Cy following them, they are
blessed indeed. Are we numbered alllong His blood-bought sheep ~
If we are, we shall hear His voice and follow His footsteps. We
shall turn away frOIll the voices and from the teachings of those
who are mere hireling shepherds, and we shall hearken only to
His voice. In these days of false teaching and of increasing
apostasy from Evangelical and Protestant truth, the ears of the
sheep of CHRIST'S pasture need to be specially attentive to the
voice of the Divine Shepherd and Bishop of their souls.
;i. He 'is their Leader into. the heavenly fold.
As their }<'orenmuer He has entered the heavenly mansions to
prepare a place for His people, and He has promised to come again
to receive them unto Himself and to conduct them to His heavenly
kingdom. Arrived there, His people shall still be under His leadership. "The I,amb Which is in the midst of the throne'shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and '
GOD sha,ll wipe, away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 17).
" Arise, ye saints, arise,

The LORD our Leader is;
The foe before His banner flies,
For victory is His.
" Behold! He leads the way;
We'll follow where He goes;
We cannot fail to win the day,
Since He subdues our foes.
" Lead 'on, Almighty LORD,
Lead on to victory;
Encouraged by the bright reward,
With joy we'll follow Thee.
" We'll follow Thee, our Guide,
Our Saviour, and our King;
We'll follow Thee, through grace supplied
(Kelly).
From hcaven's eternal spring."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
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THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM,
"Pray tor the peace ot J erusa,lem: they shall prosper tha.t love
thee."-PsALM cxxii, 6,

No victory in the present great War has sent such a thrill into
the hearts of the whole civilized world as has the capture of
Jerusalem by the British forces, under the leadership of General
Allenby, That remarkable and historic event took place on
Sunday, Dec, 9th, 1917, as the result of the brilliant operations
'of our armies led by Sir Edmund Allenby, The King telegraphed
to the General in Command as follows: "The news of the occupation of Jerusalem \vill be received throughout my Empire with
the greatest satisfaction, and I heartily congratulate you and all
ranks on their success," The Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hertz, made the
following statement: "Jerusalem, which for ages has been the
magnetic pole of the love and reverence of the world, is now in
British hands; and this soul-thrilling l1ews reaches us on the
day that the Jews are celebrating the Maccabean festivaL On
this very day 2070 years ago, the Maccabees freed the Holy City
from the heathen oppressor, and thereby changed the spiritual
future of humanity, Who knows but that to-day's victory may
fOl'ln as glorious a landmark in the history of mankind? "
The Lord Mayor of London telegraphed to the Secretary of
State for War as follows: "Will your lordship kindly convey
to General Sir Edmund Allenby, and the British forces under his
command, the sincere pleasure and joy with which the citizens of
London hail the news of the surrender of Jerusalem by the Turks,
and their gratitude for the recovery of the Holy City from infidel
and enemy hands, This culmination of General Allenby's victorious
campaign is a source of the greatest pride and gratification,"
This great event, coupled with the declaration of sY!11pathy with
Jewish Zionists' aspirations which was recently gi~en on behalf of
his Majesty's Government by Mr. Balfour, has caused widespread
satisfaction amongst the Jews in America, "The Jewish ministers
of _~merica have passed resolutions in favour. of a National Jewish
,
Home in Palestine, and they decided to send a petition to President
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Wilson and Congress to support the claims of the Jewish people,
at the Peace Conference." Even the German Zionist Association
in 'Berlin "greets with satisfaction the fact that the British
Government has recognized in an official declaration the right of
the Jewish people to a national existence in Palestine." The
Italian Ambassador in the United States says that the "Italian
Government is in full agreement with ,Mr. Balfour in regard to
the establishment of a National Home for Jews in Palestine."
This general interest in the remarkable events which are taking,
place in Palestine, and in the promise of the British Government
to facilitate" the establishment in Palestine of a National Home
for Jewish
people," is full of interest to all Bible students. They
,
realize that behind all these events is the overruling providence
of God, and they are cheered by the proofs which these occurrences
give of the infallible truth of the ancient prophecies of the inspired
Word.
Jerusalem'is the great theme of the hundred and twenty second
Psalm. When the Psalm was written, Jerusalem was the civil
and religious centre of the nation. It was the civil centre of the
nation, for there were "set thrones of judgment, the ~hrones of
the house of David" (v. 5). It was the religious centre of the
nation, for it was thither that the tribes of the Lord went up " to
give thanks unto the name of the Lord" (v. 4),
The Psalm itself is one of the fifteen songs of degrees-the songB
of the goings·up, They were sung when the Jewish pilgrims were
going up to Jerusalem to keep the yearly feasts. The time when
these feasts were held brought gladness to the heart of the pious
Israelite. He was wont to say, "I was glad when they said unto
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord" (v. 1). When the
pilgrims to Zion came in sight of the mountains surrounding
J erusalem,they would appropriately say, " I will lift up mine eyes
unto the hills" from whence cometh my help." It was amongst
those hills that J ,ehovah had taken up His. abode. There ill Zion .
He dwelt, The Lord had chosen Zion. He had desired it for His
habitation. ' To the God of the hills, then, the godly Israelite
lifted up his eyes, and he exclaimed, "My help cometh from the
Lord, Which made heaven and earth" (Psa. cx.xi. 1, 2; cxxxii.
1.3, 14). When the pilgrims had entered the city they would say"
,
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with peculiar delight and satisfaction,'" Our feet are standing
within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem" (v. 2, R.V.). Then, as they
proceeded to the temple, they would note with glowing admiration
the palatial and other buildings of the city, and they would be
able to say, "Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact
together" (v. 3). Then they would fall to prayer and say, " Peace
be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces" (v. 7).
But they not only desired the prosperity of Zion themselves, they
also exhorted one another to pray for the peace of Jerusalem,
adding t,he words, "They shall prosper that love thee" (v. 6).
There is a spiritual application to all this. There i.s a spiritual
. Israel-the Israel of God. It is composed of pilgrims to the
heavenly Zion. Their hearts are filled with gladness at the prospect
of dwelling in the heavenly house of the Lord for ever. During
their earthly pilgrimage they are continually lifting up their eyes
to the Lord that dwelleth in the heavenly Zion, and no joy cau
compare with that which will be theirs when, through God's rich,
electing, redeeming, regenerating, and keeping grace, their feet
shall stand within the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem. Then,
they will adoringly admire the city which hath the foundations,
and they will give everlasting thanks and praise unto the name
of the Lord. For the peace and prosperity of the heavenly J enlSa·
lem there is, however, no need for prayer. These blessings ever
characterize the city of the living God. There shall be no sin
in that city. "There shall be no night there." "There shall be
no more curse." The redeemed who shall dwell in that city
" shall see His face "-the face of Him Who loved them and washed
them from their sins in His own blood, and " they shall reign for
ever and ever."
But now, coming back to the literal Jerusalem, what is the
meaning of the exhortation-" Pray for the peace of Jerusalem" ?
1. It means pray fM the present peace and blessedness of Jerusalem's
people.

That was the meaning, doubtless, in the time when the Psa.lm
was written. Every truly godly Israelite would earnestly desire
and pray for the prosperity of Jerusalem. He would desire that
it might be protected by Divine power from foreign foes, and that
peace and every other blessing might be within its sacred walls.
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In view of all the awful and terrible sufferings of Jerusalem's
people in Poland, Russia, and elsewhere since the war began, we
may well pray for the temporal peace and prosperity of those
people who are still beloved of God. Even though their restoration to their own land will eventually issue in a time o.f unequalled
trouble (Jer. xxx. 7), we may rightly pray that their present awful
troubles may be lessened and their condition and circumstances
ameliorated. But our prayers should rise higher. Hath God
cast away these people 1 Arel those of whom He said, "I \vill
take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you a God" no longer
the objects of His love and mercy 1 "God forbid," says the
inspired Apostle Paul, who, himself, though an Israelite of the
tribe of Benjamin, was a monument of God's sovereign grace.
" God hath not cast away His people which He foreknew." As
in Elijah's days there were seven thousand who had not bowed
the knee to Baal, "even so at this present time also there is a
remnant according to the election of grace" (Rom. xi. I-G).
Though blindness in part hath happened unto the nation in general,
there is an elect remnant amongst them whom God in His mercy
intends to save. Hence," there is no difference between the Jew
and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that
call upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved" (Rom. x. 12, 13). If we pray for the present
peace of Jerusalem's people, then, we shall pray on the lines of
God's revealed purposes of grace towards the elect remnant
amongst them, and our heart's desire and prayer to God for this
elect remnant will be that they may be saved (Rom. x. 1). Thus
will they have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
May we who write and we who read these lines remember Jerusalem's
people in our prayers, and may we remember that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached to them iu Christ's name
as well as among all other nations.
2.V'his prayer means that we should pray for the future peaee and
blessedncss of Jerusalem's people.
Though the prophetic Scriptures clearly indicate that they will
return' unto their own land, that return will be in unbelief. The
nation at large is given over judicially to spiritual blindness" until
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in" (Rom. xi. 26). For a
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time temporal prosperity may be their portion in the land of.
their fathers, but eventually the unequalled tribulation spoken
of by the prophets Daniel and Jeremiah will come upon them.
" There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people
[i.e., Daniel's people, the Jews] shall be delivered, everyone that
shall be found written in the book." This deliverance coincides
with the resurrection morning and therefore with the coming of
the Lord for His .people (Dan. xii. 1-3). It follows therefore that
many remarkable events are destined to occur before the coming
of the Lord. One writer on prophecy says, "Our error in stating
the unequalled season of tribulation to be past,. is the result of
unpardonable carelessness; for the words used by our Lord
respecting it (Matt. xxiv. 29-31) are virtually quoted from the
first verse of the twelfth chapter of Daniel-a verse demcnstmted
by its context to be unfulfilled."
Jeremiah refers to the gr·eat tribulation yet to come upon the
Jews when he says, " Alas! for that day' is great, so that none is
like it: it is even the time of J aCl)b's trouble; but he shall be.
saved out of it. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the
Lord of Hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and
will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall. no ?nore serve themselves
of him: but they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their
King, whom I will raise up unto them ". (Jer. xxx. 7-9). This
remarkable passage foretells a time of unparalleled trouble for
Jerusalem's people, but it also foretells their salvation from it,
the breaking. of their oppressor's yoke by Divine power, their
deliverance for ever from the dominance of strangers, and their
spiritual ,salvation and return to God and to David their Messiah.
It must surely be owned that all this is yet future. But it is
sure .of accomplishment. When the full number of God's elect
from amongst the Gentiles has been gathered in, then, as the
inspired Apostle says, "All Israel shall. be saved," and their
salvation will be brought about by the coming of the Lord. " There
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer) and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: for this is My covenant with them, when I shall
take away their sins" (Rom. xi. 25-27). "Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David, a righteous.,
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Branch, and a King' shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in the earth. In His days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby ,
He shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 5, .
6). The Lord Jesus Himself says, "They shallloole 1tpOn Me Whom.·.·
they piened, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for!
his oniy son." This points to their repentance. But when will
they look on Him and mourn 1 At His coming. It is then that
the Lord's words will be fulfilled. "Behold, He comeih with'
clouds; and every eye shall see Him, 'and they also which pierced
Him" (Zech. xii. 10; Rev. i. 7). Clearly,. then, the Lord still
delights in Jerusalem's people, and He has great purposes of mercy
towards them. He says to them, "Arise, shine; for thy light.
is come, and the glory of-the Lord is risen upon thee . . .. the
sons of strangers shall build thy walls, and their king.<> shall minister:
unto thee: for in My wrath I smote thee, but in My favour have'
I had mercy on thee. .. . The nation and kingdom that will not
serve thee shall perish. . . . The sons also of them that affiicted
thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised
thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they
shall call thee, The city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of
Israel. ... Thou shalt know. that I. the Lord am thy Saviour
and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of J acob..... Violence shall .
no mote be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy
borders; . but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates .
•
Braise" (ha. Ix. 1, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18).
It is in view of tliispeace .
and blessedness yet in store for Jerusalem's people that the prophet·
says, "For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusa- .
lem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth
as brightness, and the salvatiqn thereof as a lamp that burueth.
. . ." Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; . neither shall thy
land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called
Hephzi-bah, and thy l~nd Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in
thee,
and
thy land.shall be
married"
.(Isa. lxii. 1,4)..
It may here.
.
.
"
.
.
be. observed that our Lord. has said that" Jerusalem shall be
trodden down of the· Gentiles, until the' times of the Gentiles·
be 'fulfilled" (Luke xxi. 2.4). Jerusalem has now passed into the'
hands of the British, but the British are Gentiles,.
alld hence
. .
.,
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Jerusalem is st.ill under Gentile power. Even when the Jews are
restored to their own land, Jerusalem will still be under Gentile
sovereignty until she becomes "a praise in the earth." For the
fulfilment of that predestined end the Lord says, "I have set
watchmen upon thy walls, 0 Jerusalem; they shall never hold
their peace day nor night: ye that are the Lord's remembrancers,
take ye no rest, and give Him no rest, till He establish, and till He
make JerusaleD} a praise in the earth" (Isa. lxii. 6, 7, R.V.). We
are in the line of God's revealed will if we pray for the peace of
Jerusalem. Moreover we have the promise, "They shall prosper
that love thee." Isaac, inspired by the Spirit, said to J acob,
"Cursed be everyone that curseth thee, and blessed be he that
blesseth thee" (Gen. xxvii. 29). History has shown that those
who have persecuted God's ancient people have brought sorrow
and judgment )Ipon their own heads. May we, realizing that
" salvation is of the Jews" instrumentally, be amongst those who
pray for Jerusalem's peace.
This terrible war, laden though it is with awful sorrow and
trial, is nevertheless being used by our Covenant God to carry
out His own great· purposes. His Word of prophecy cannot fail
of its accomplishment. His purpose mnst be done. German
critics and their English followers may deprive the ancient Scriptures of all miracle and of all Divine prescience, but " The Word
of our God shall stand for ever." In these dark, dangerous, and
apostate.days we need to remember that" We have also·a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the Day Star arise" (2 Peter i. 19).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE' EDITOR.

THE oil of Gospel gra ce is pnre and free from lees and dregs, and
hence the light which;s fed thereon is clear and bright. Our chnrches
are the Saviour's golden c3ndelabra, and if they are to be lights in
this dark world, they must have much holy oil. Let us pray for
ourselves, our ministers, and our churches, that they may never lack
oil for the light. Truth, holiness, joy, knowledge, love, these are all
beams of sacred light, but we cannot give them forth unless in private
we receive oil from God the Holy Ghost.-C. H. Spurgeon.
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WELLSPRINGS .
JJ
"ThY h:·uw·en
... 3 •
ones. "- PSAT.~f IXXXlll.

•

TFIE author of this Psalm was probably Asaph, and the occasion of
its song is found in 2 Chron. xx., where we read how" the Spirit of
the Lord" came upon Jahaziel "in the midst of the congregation,
and he said, Hearken, 0 Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and thou, king J ehoshaphat; Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle
is not yours, but God's," etc.
It is a song of praise sung before battle and in sure expectation of
victory and deliverance from the enemy. You will notice the appeal
in the first verse, " Keep not silence, 0 God." That is addressed to
Elohim (God) and in the plural; whilst the second sentence, "hold
not 'rhy peace, and be not still, 0 God," is addressed to El (God), and
in the singular. This gives us the precious thought and truth that
the request is made to the Trinity of Persons-the co-equal Three
in the Divine Godhead-Whose power is appealed to and equally
shown forth in the deliverance and salvation of everyone of the
redeemed; and secondly, how every child of God recognizes that his
plea is founded, established and undeniable, as pleading the second
Person in the adorable Trinity, even Jehovah-Jesus, the alone ground
of our hope. It is He Who, sitting at the right hand of God, rules·
and reigns and manages all the affairs of His children for them.
There is nothing to fear as we look to Him, the sure Victory of His
Church. Pleading His precious all-prevailing Name and work, we
are bound to win the day and be more than overcomers. So that
whilst Asaph is recognizing a great and mighty confederacy of the
enemy against him, since on his side is power Divine and all because
of God's anointed Prince and Saviour, he mnst and will prevail.
;\Ieanwhile, the enemies are at work and we have our great fight of
affiictions, our daily warfare to wage, our fearful odds to encounter,
and our oft falls and reverses. The enemy is lively and strong.
Failing at one point, he retires but to devise fresh mischief, gather
renewed strength, and come again with greater onslaught. "They
have taken crafty couusel against Thy people, and consulted against
Thy hidden ones." A beautiful expression this! A glorious soulreviving truth, embodied for our comfort and hope and sweet realization! "Thy hidden ones!" For as truly as the prophet Elijah
might hide himself in a cave, as surely as David the oft fugitive would
hide in cave and den, but to be assured of the Lord's preserving care,
so the Lord hides all His children, gathers them as a hen doth her
chickens, secretes and secures them under His feathers, and gives
them to find
"Here is a safe and sure
•

retrea~

Beneath the wings Divine."
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All this because of tbat Divine tmth of thrice ·blessed experience.
"Your life is hid with Christ in God," and therefore nothing can by
any means harm the child of God.
A godly mother was being tried by the questions of sceptical people,
who were questioning how God's mercy could be squared with all the
awful happenings to·day. She had prayed much for her son, and she
believed he would be preserved, since she believed in a prayer·bearing
and prayer·answering God. She knew that He was able to protect
and keep him whom she had entrusted to Divine care, and, if it were
His will, preserve his life. And when the news came of her son's
drowning, by the violent death to which so many of our brave men
have been subjected in this awful sacrifice of human life, through the
greed and lust of the enemy, they confronted her as to what she could
now say. In a moment the simple saint of God replied, " What about
Him Who holds the waters in the hollow of His hand ~ Do you think
my son was less held ~ "
And, beloved reader, tlus is your and my comfort, as "'e commend
our dear ones in ties of earthly kindred, our friends, our brave sailors
and soldiers, to Him in Whose sight their lives are precious and their
deaths much more precious. It is our privilege and joy and comfort
, and relief that we can confidently entrust them to Him Who holds
the world and all things up. Very lovingly do we commend and comnlit
our brave men to the never·failing Omnipotent care, remembering
that He Who marks a sparrow's fall, will much more care for these.
And is it not a true joy to know that here and there He has His" hidden
ones," of whom the world is not worthy 1
" Come," says the enemy, "and let ltS cut them off from being a
nation, that the name of Israel may no more be in remembrance."
Nay, but they cannot execute their plan. The Word declares His
people are" Thy ludden 011es." The enemy may lurk and seek after
Ius prey. He finds them not. They are our Lord's" hidden ones,"
"Invisible are we to this blind world below,
There's none but Jesus us can see, can us discern, or know."

Or if the enemy finds them and destroys their bodies, the truth still
remains, they are" Thy hidden ones." Hidden in God's paviliou !
His Royal Panoply over them! How safe! How secure! \Yhat
enemy can harm them though coming in like a flood 1
Yes! "Iuddell" are their lives" with Christ in God," and because
of redemption's pure-hase, preserved eternally in Him. ~fany a
staggering blow, many' a blast of SOlTOW has wr11llg the heart of loved
ones at home as ~he sad intelligence has reached them of a belo,ed
and ij; may be, much prayed for one-" Killed in France," or some
other part of the arena of this bloody war. But, children of God,
take comfort that if your beloved son, brother, husband, or friend
has died in the J-ord, he was one of His " hidden ones," aud such was
the shield over him, the pavilion surrounding him, that he did not
feel death's cruel hand any more than the three Hebrew youths in
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the bl1f1lmg fiery furnace felt the fire, or Daniel the mouths oE the
roaring lions around him. Such an one is "hidden," and, "absent
from the body," is " present with the Lord."
" For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion, in
the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me; He shall set me up
l1pon a rock." "Thou shalt hide them in the secret of Thy presence
from the pride of man; Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion
from the strife of "tongues." Yes, hidden altogether from harm.
" Nothing shall by any means hurt you" is the truth of the promise
spoken by the lips of Him Who never lied, nor disappointed His
people. So that whatever the circumstances, whatever the untoward
happenings "around them, in the havoc and carnage of this terrible
war, amidst the deadly strife, the canon's roar, the heaving and
tossing ocean, the Lord's own are His "hidden ones." They are
hidden in the clefts of the smitten Rock! Oh, blessed hiding!
Comfortable assurance! And all this hiding is because of Him Who
is His people's Shield. "Look," they cry, " 0 God upon our Shieldlook upon the face of Thine Anointed.":" God's" hidden ones" are
undertaken for by God's dear Anointed Son. It is because of wl1at
He is to His people, and because He has taught them to trust in His
name, and in all their weakness, insufficiency, and ignorance to look
to Him alone, that they are blessedly sustained, upheld, supported,
taught, led, and fed in all their ways, and find" Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found,

And every plaee is hallowed gronnd."
\V e rejoice therefore to receive tidings of one and another of our

brave sailors and soldiers; men who are exposed to such terrible
dangers, who have left happy, peaceful homes and dear kindred ties
and all the privileges of our lioly day; men who are away from the
fellowship and comml1l1ion of saints. Such men our God can "hide
secretly in His pavilion." It is the writer's privilege frOlIl time to
time to come into touch with godly men by sea and by land, who are
serving their king and country. Our readers have frequently delighted
in the good things that dear Private Way has sent from Salonika;
of the deep experinlental knowledge of his suffering Saviour with
which GmIDer Ellis was favoured, and others with whom one is in
correspondence. Will the readers accept a precious greeting from a
seaman, one of our brave men guarding om coasts lOne such writes
from his small cabin, and I assure my readers such a letter to me is
worth more than gold and silver. To think that the I.ord's work
goes on ; that grace is still living, moving, and energizing in the he~rts
of the once enemies of the greater than earthly King, and that that
King is ruling and reigning and advancing His kingdom, lifts us ahove
all the grief and sorrow connected with this war.
., In vain shall ea.rth and hell oppose,

The Lord is mightier thail His foes"."
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From one of H.M. ships in home waters comes this sweet story in
two letters received quite recently from Seaman A. :" DEAR MISS COWELL,-Please accept my best thanks for the parcel
and letter received this morning. The gloves will be very useful
indeed. I am so glad to have them and am very grateful for the kind
thought which prompted the sending of them.
"I have enjoyed reading the sermon you enclosed very much this
afternoon, also the booklets. I was particularly interested in 'A
Silent Sermon.' One great blessing I enjoy in this ship is having
plenty of time to myself to read or write, quite alone and tmdisturbed.
And yet such is the frailty of our human nature, I wasu't satisfied
for a long time after joining this ship, but thought my lot a particularly
hard one, owing to the companions by whom I am surrounded. and
so seldom able to get to a plaee of worship, and to enjoy the company
of godly people. How thankful I am that God in His great mercy
has changed that frame of mind and given in its place such confidence
in Himself. I can rest cohtent now and enjoy the many blessings
by which I am surrounded, even in this hard life. comforted by the
thought that He is ever with me, and confident that for some reason
He has placed me here and will shift me in His time. I often feel
what a great responsibility it is for a child of God to be placed alone,
amongst such awful characters as one meets with in life. How
constant one needs to be in prayer that strength may be given that
one's life may be lived for His honour and glory.
"It is almost an impossibility to say anything to influence these
men, probably it would only do harm to attempt it. I have had
rather a wide experience of seafaring life these last eight years, and
have nearly always found if a young man will only be firm at first
and refuse to join the men in their so-called 'pleasures,' he will be
more respected for it even if he is not a professing Christian. Eut
alas! how few there are who do it. I have often felt so sorry to see
young men coming from good homes and led away as they generally
are.
"When I look back upon my past life, after leaving home some
eight years ago, I am amazed. Truly I can say, 'I am a miracle of
grace.' During my wanderings in different parts of the world, in
all sorts of surroundings, when I was firmly convinced that I had made
a mistake in thinking that Jesus was my Saviour, and often denied
Him Who had gone through so much for me, He never left me, but was
constantly watching over and keeping me. This awful time had to
come to an end however. I can quite wlderstand how Peter felt
when He ' turned anillooked upon him.' He looked at me also in His
own time, right through to my heart, not as He did at Peter certainly,
but the effect was the same. It is nearlv two years ago now, and
although there has been plenty of trouble ;ince, yet I an~ thankful to
say I can realize more clearly every day the truth of that promise,
, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.'
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" How thankful I am to know that my brother and I are remembered
constantly by you at the throne of grace. How little I thought when
in such a low state spiritually last summer that even-well, I can
hardly say-a stranger, although we,have not met-was praying with
loved ones for me'.
"I trust you will pardon my writing so freely, but as I said, I
cannot think of you as a stranger. lIlay God abundantly bless you
is the earnest prayer of
"A. G. A.",
Following this-<ln receipt of another parcel of books-this young
man of God writes :.
"Your letter and the magazines reached me quite safely at sea
last night. How to thank you enough I do not know, for your kind
letter so full of comfort and cheer, and also for the reading matter
which will pass many an hour away, I trust profitably and happily.
I must tell you now how true I have found your remarks in
'Wellsprings' after reading your piece in the June GOSPEL MAGAZINE which you so kindly enclosed in the parcel. It has brought a
special message to me. At times I have certainly found the messroom of this little ship a real Bethel to my soul. In many ways my
circumstances are particularly favourable aboard this ship. Every
evening I have the place entirely to myself, the rest of the men go
to the forecastle to sleep, so that I am left alone to read, write, or
pray undisturbed. Much as I long to be away clear of it all and back
to a good home, and especially to enjoy the blessed privilege of meeting
in God~s house with His people on the Sabbath, yet I can often say,
, God is indeed here,' and I have enjoyed such sweet times alone with
Him in prayer. How comforting it is to realize that He is always
present with His people, and that He will keep our every footstep,
as we are able to trust Him.
"You mention Peter too; how well do I remember being accused
'during those years (when in the hardness of my heart I said that I
was forsaken by my Heavenly Father) of being' one of them' (Mark
xiv. 69). This hurt me more than anything. I had given up all
hope, and wanted to get as much pleasure from this world if it was
pcBBible, as I had nothing to look forward to in the next. (And this
after He had shown me so clearly that I was one of those for whom He
gave His life.) Naturally, I couldn't go so deeply into sin as some
others could, still I couldn't bear that they should think I was different
to themselves.
'
" Oh! how I longed at times for the peace which I had experienced
before I left home, but these thoughts were swallowed up by despair,
and Satan would whisper in my heart, 'It is no good; you are cast off
for ever. There is no hope for you now.' The thought that troubled
me most was that I was a hypocrite, when I was told at times, when
I wanted to join my shipmates in BOrne of their social pleasures, , You
keep away; you're different'to us.' It used to make me harder than
8
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ever, because I thought to myself, I can have no pea.re or enjoyment
in this world, 'and oh! how I.dreaded the next.
" Another time I ·well·remember, I was in a large passenger ship
at the time, and met the only true follower of our Lord I can remember
meeting during my sea experience. He was an elderly man, a West
Indian negro! I often think about him and the quiet, humble life
he lived, and· the way he was, respected amid such surroundings. In
many ways I didn't have a very pleasant life aboard this ship, and
when the dear old servant of the Lord came to me to try and cheer
me up, treating me as if I was like himself, 'one of His disciples,'
I just cculdn't stand it, but told him that·he had made a great mistake;
and although J knew the truth contained in the ' Book' .he was so
often read;ng, yet it was not 'for me. What a time it was! My heart
was hardened and my eyes were blinded spiritually, so I could not
listen to the dear Saviour Who was ever seeking and calling His lost
sheep. The men of the world would not admit me really into their
companionship, but were constantly chec1.'ing me with the reminder
that there was ' a difference.'
',' A few days after the war broke out I was serving in a hospital
ship, which you no doubt have heard about. I was not in her long,
but left to join the Naval Reserve. Can you imagine what it meant
to be face to face with death? However, His time came at last, and
nearly two years ago now. He opened my eyes to see that it was
my hard and wicked heart which was keeping me from Him. One
look from Him is enough to melt the hardest heart! Since that time
He has gradually taught me more and more of the greatness of His
love and mercy, the wonderfulness of His wisdom and His way, which
are past finding out. Some of the lessons have been sharp and bitter,
but I thank Him for them when I see the result. Oh! how I wish
I could only describe the sweet times I have had in this little messroom alone with Him! How He has blessed the reading of His Word
to my heart at times too! It would take too long to tell you all the
wonderfnl way in which He has shown me it was my duty and privilege
to follow Jesus by baptism, and of how the way was opened up for
me to have a week-end leave last October and to enjoy that great
privilege. . . . .
"You mentioned my brother D. So I must tell you something
about him which you will be pleased to hear, I'm sure. About the
time I was baptized I wrote and asked particularly what he thought
about these things. His reply was that 'his greatest trouble was
that he did not think enough about them.' The other day I had a
letter from him in which he said, 'I can understand now what David
meant, when he said God had lifted him out of the miry clay and set
his feet upon a rock. It was as though I were in sight of something
beautiful, but held back by my wickedness and sin, and then suddenly
released to find that though your sins were as crimson, they shall be
white as snow." So you will see from this what he thinks of these
things now, and I mention this so that you will see how prayer on
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our behalf is being answered. I sincerely hope that you may have
the great joy of many answers to prayer, and that you may realize
largely His presence with you is the prayer of
" Yours very truly,
"A. G. A. (Seaman)."
Dear reader, you will relOlce for such a precious testimony, and
may the Holy Spirit Who indites all true prayer enable you to pray
much for our godly sailors and soldiers.

R.

,Sennom',) au'lJ Notcs of

,ScnUOIlf,).

"WHEN THOU PRAYEST."
A

SER~WN PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT ST. MARYLE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father, Which is in secret; and
thy Father, Which seeth in secret, sha.ll reward thpA! openly."MATIREW vi. 6.

So far as we can form a judgment, it does not appear that the law of
Moses provided any precept concerning prayer. This is rather remarkable. But we must at the same time observe that we have in the
Old Testament Scriptures many records of private prayer. And these
records of private prayer' we further observe are in entire cOllsonance
with the teaching of the Lord Jesus on the snbject in the New Testament. All true prayer, let us rememher, is of the Holy Ghost--<>f the
Holy Ghost. "We know not "-even the Apostl~ Paul spoke it of
himself as well as of God's people-" we know not what we should
pray for as w~ ought: but the Spirit It,~elf maketh intercession for
us "-in our own hearts-" with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And He That searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the
Spirit," that is, that He moves us to prayer in our hearts though there
may be no word uttered, but only groanings which can not be phrased.
No word uttered, yet He That searcheth the hearts knows what the
mind of the Spirit there is, and this, too, aIJ the more because He-the
~Iighty Intercessor, the Mighty Author of prayer in the hearts of God's
people-maketh intercession "according to God," you notice the.
words, "the will of" are in italics,-" according to God." This is
from God's standpointr-according to God's mind and wiIJ, most certainly, but more than the will of God is involved her6'-it is according to
God. The very mind the Spirit begets in the believer is " according to
God," it is a mind with whieh God can Himself hold fellowship; it is,
in other 'words, His mind so far as it can be communicated to the
creature in accord. This gives prayer a remarkable sacredness of
charactcr, and it delivers us from our fears and from our felt'ignorance
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when we commit ourselves into the hands of the Holy Spirit to make
intercession for us and in us. How important it is that we' should have
this coustantly in view lest we should commit ourselves to the hypocrisy
of those against whom the Lord was warniug His disciples, who make
prayer a matter of words rather than of desires, a matter of form
rather than of reality. I say most important it is as believers in the
Lord .Tesus Christ, that we should be kept in eonsciousness of our entire
dependence on God the Holy Ghost in our hearts to offer acceptable
prayer to God. I remarked just now that the Old Testament contains many instances of private prayer, although no precept was laid
down in the law of lIfoses concerning that exercise. Indeed, before
the days of Moses we have precedents set us. Notably the case of
Abraham, to which we turn for a few momentS, to the hook of Genesis,
the 18th chapter, where we find Ahraham engaged alone with God in
earnest prayer - intercessory, for prayer is manifold, and that is
why, in the Epistle to the Ephesians, you meet with the expression,
"praying with all prayer," because prayer is manifold. In this instance it is intercessory in its character. Abmham is interceding for
the righteous in the doomed cities of the plain. "Abraham drew
near," for the Lord stood there-there in the immediate neighbourhood
of those guilty cities. Abraham drew near and stood before the Lord,
and he pleaded, "Wilt Thou also destroy the righteous with the
wicked 1 " He approaches God on the grounds of God's righteousness"Wilt Thou do this' thing 1" implying a negative reply, "Nay, Lord,
Thou wilt not do aught unrighteous or unjust." "Peradventure
there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt Thou also destroy and
not spare the place for the the fifty 'righteous 'that are therein 1
That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous
with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that
he far from Thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 1" I
do not think that any New Testament believer could have pleaded
more according to God's mind than did Abraham, for the Lord said,
" If I find in Sodom fifty'righteous within the city, then I "ill spare all
the place for their sakes." Abraham then proceeded, pleading his
own insufficiency and unworthiness, yet further venturing on the
goodness and mercy arid faithfulness of God Whom he addressed,
"Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am
but dust and ashes: Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty
righteous: wilt Thou destroy all the city for lack of five 1 And He
said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it." And then
grace was given him to yet plead-" He giveth more grace." W1,en
our petitions are according to the mind of God, we shall find increasing
liberty in further petitioning the Lord. "He spake unto Him yet
again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And
He said, I will not do it for forty's sake. And he said unto Him, Oh let
not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall
thirty be found there. And He said, I will not do it, if I find thirty
there. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto
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the'Lord : Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And He said,
I will not destroy it for twent,y's sake. And he said, Oh let not the
Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten
shall be found there. And He e,aid, I will not destroy it for ten's sake."
The whole of this time I presume Abraham had his eye on Lot and his
family, and he was narrowing down his petitions until at last he should
come to the definite number, but the oil stayed before he reached the
point; he had reached the number ten, " and He said, I will not destroy
it for ten's sake." Now you notice this significant thirty-third verse,
" And the Lord went His tvay, as soon as lIe had left communing with
Abraham." You see the stress is laid upon what the Lord did, and not
upon what Abraham did. And so I may say with regard to all prevailing prayer, it is a question of the Lord's presence with us in our
petitioning of Him. Anot4er cafie <!f interceding, and oue on which
we must not to-night dwell, is that of Abraham's servant in the twentyfomth chapter of the same book of Genesis, when he is sent on a mission by his master, and he goes into a strange country, and he reaches
the spot where he is led to expect that the Lord will "ppear for him and
prosper him in the mission, "And he said, 0 Lord God of my master
Abraham, I pray Thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham." This was evidently a Godly servant
of the patriarch; he carries out his master's commands in the spirit
you see of prayer and reverence, and asks that he may be sped of the
Lord; for without the Divine blessing he found nothing was strong,
nothing was holy. "I pray Thee send me good speed this day, and
shew kindness Imto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by
the well of water "-he is alone with God; it is just a private prayer
of which the Lord Jesus spake to His disciples in the text. Though
He refers indeed to the closet-the secret chamber--He would have
us understand His teaching in the length and in the breadth of it and
in the spirit of it, and then we shall accommodate the occasion as in
Providence it arises. It is not necessary that all private prayer
should be coufined to the closet-not necessarily. But when there is a
contrast drawn between the worship of the hypocrite and the worship
of the man of God, then the Lord says, Seek solitude and seek separation; get away from the halmts of men, and retire from their observation, and be alone with God. And so Abraham's servant found himself
alone with God, "Behold I stand here "-speaking to God-" by the
well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city come out to
draw water: and let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall
say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she
shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be
she that Thou hast appointed for Thy servant Isaac; and thereby
shall I know that Thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. And it
came to pass, before he had done speaking, that behold, Rebekah
came out," and so forth. Here you have an Old Testament illustration of the blesseclnp-ss of private prayer, prayer in a solitary place,
the prayer of faith offered t<l Him Whose ear is always open to the cry
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of His Own dear children. How he prevailed, this dear servant--this
man of God!
Then you have, but time forbids us, the case of Moses interceding
for guilty Israel-again and again Moses alone with God. And then
the case of Nehemiah, the cup-bearer to the king. You remember
well, for we h"ve often dwelt upon it already, how that man of God
was asked by the king what made him sad, what caused his conntenance
heaviness, and then he told the king he wall in trouble for God's Israel,
they were in a low place, and the holy city Jerusalem was in ruins, and
he had just had bad tidings brought him from the land of his fathers.
This, he said, was sufficient to make him sad, and the king asked him
what would he? Now before he answered the king he lifted his heart
up to the Throne of God's grace for guidance and for wisdom and for
sound judgment, that he might give the king a right answer, and this
intercoUl'se with God does not appear to have occupied any considerable time-it is what we call interjaculatory prayer. A heart that is
in communion with God does not require many moment" to draw near
the Throne of God's Presence and have communion with Him t.here.
If there is heart commlmion dO"~l here, in an incalculably short space
of time the heart is lifted up to ,Tehovah in the Heavens Whose ear is
attent already to the desire which He ha" quickened in the heart of
His child. And so it was with Nehemiah. He said, " I prayed to the
God of Heaven, and I said to the king "-nothing between. Now this
is another Old Testament illustration of how God's people in those
earlier and middle ages of the dispensations antecedent to the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ were men of prayer, men of private
prayer, men of fervent prayer, men of effectual fervent prayer. Of
course there is the case of Elijah, and oh so many besides. I hope
my young hearers have in mind already the men of God who hrought
their trouhles and sorrows and responsibility to God in the language of
private prayer, confidential prayer, that is the expression I intend to
use--confidential prayer, the confidence which finds itself in a trne
heart. In the heart of a true child of God you will find confidence in
the Father. And those true Old Testament saints-they had a strong
confidence in their God, in the promises of their God. 'fhey knew
Him to be One Who could not lie and also could not denv Himself.
" Elijah was a man "-not a being of some superior order, bllt a manand he prayed earnestly, a man of like passions with oUl'selves, " and
he prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months. And he pra yed
again,"-the same man of like passions with oursehes-and God gave
rain. On both occa"ions these were instances of private prayer. Trne,
. deal' friends, in the latter case there was a servant of the prophet in the
mount with hinl, but the servant was frequently sent away, seVen
times sent away, from the'presence of his master, the master remaining
in a posture of prayer the whole of. the time, pouring out his hcart to
"God. ,The skies above him remained as brass, not a cloud to be dis",covered anywhere; lmtil the seventh tinie of -lifting his 'heart up in
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seeret prayer to his God, and then eame baek the servant saying, I
see a c.!oud, a vel,' small c.!oud, a mere speck, "like a man's hand,"
and the prophet said, It is enough. He knew it was God's c.!oud, he
knew it was the symbol of God's faithfulness, he knew it was a token
for good, it was a substantial answer to his seven times offered petition.
Now, said he, we must warn Ahab, lest the rain stay him from returning
to Jezreel.
•
So that the I.ord Jesus Christ, when He taught His disc.iples how to
pray, was after all but grounding them, settling them in the way of
their fathers, in the experienee of their fathers, and in the praetice of
their fathers. There was nothing new in it exeept this, perhaps, that
the Fatherhood of God was more eminently insisted upon, for our
text definitely exhorts believers in their secret prayers to address 'God
as their Father. "When thou prayest, enter into thy eloset-into thy
c.Joset." the word whieh is used for c.!oset in the original inIplies a storeroom, private to the proprietor of the house, and there is something
significant to my mind in this, dear children of God, you who make
your sleeping-ehambel'S with c.!osed doors your oratories. Are they
not often in your experiene'e store-houses 1 Do not you often tnrn in
there when the heart is heavy, is burdened, and the spirit is sad and
the tears are not a few, and no eye sees you, and no heart seems to
beat in unison nor understand 1 And you turn in aside there with
bended knee to speak to your Father about it. Oh, has He not oftentimes rewarded yon openly, until that ehamber heeame to you as 'it
were" the House of God and the Gate of Heaven" 1 I ean say so>
The store-house! Oh, to be mueh more there or iu some secret place
with the Lord day by day, not merely occasionally, but oftentimes.
lifting up the heart, it may be wordlessly-words are not necessarybut lifting up the desites of the heart to the Lord our God and Father
in the Heavenly places, drawing nigh to Him in the Name and merit
and Person of our Great High Priest Who is the Way to the Father.
"No man cometh unto the Father but by .Me." . And then, in'the
power of the Holy Ghost, we tiM out our ease into our Father's allpitying ear-ah, more, far more-into our Father's all-sympathizing
heart. And you notic~ what the Lord Jesus said about the Presence
of the Father in 'circumstances sueh as these. "Pray to thy
Father Which is in secret "-yes, in that secret place with thee: "Instant in prayer "-that is, persevering in the face of opposition and
diffieulties·. And when we go into our ehambers to seek our Father's
faee, oh, do we· not· earry with us manifold infirmities-manifold
infirmities. Says' the hyllln with truth, "What various·hindranees-what various llindrances we meet, in eoming to the merc.y-seat;"· We
take difficulties into- the ehamher with us, and therefore one of .the
first things we need seek at the Lord's Hands in onr private prayers is
to be delivered from our present infirmities, and granted liberty of soul
in the Courts of His Presenee'by reason of the sprinkling-of the hlood
of Jesus npon our hearts. If only we have the preeious blood bearing
witness through the Holy Spirit with our eonseience that our Father's
\

.

•

,

120

The Gospel Magazine

love is set upon us in spite of all that we are and have been, we shall
enjoy liberty in the courts of His Glory. Prayer causes Satan to
tremble.- The hymn says:.. Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees."
So that when Satan comes in upon us like a flood, it is well at once to
betake ourselves to our knees, thaJ; he may tremble. It is well that
we should fly to our Refuge as doves to t.heir cotes in the hour of
danger. .. Who are these-who are these that fly like doves to their
windows 1" Why, they are the Lord's frightened saints-the Lord's
alarmed ones-those who know themselves to be in peril, and are flying
to their well-tried Refuge. "The Name of the Lord is a strong tower,
the righteous runneth in to it and is safe." On our knees at the mercyseat speaking to our Father the things that trouble us, that exercise
and distress us, the temptations of Satan, the infirmities of the flesh,
we are granted the happy confidence that our Father knows. Jesus
says it, Your Father knoweth before you ask Him, He loves to be
asked. You see God has not only spoken promises, precious promises,
exceeding great and precious promises, these promises in Christ all of
them being" Yea and Amen" to God's glory by us, but He wills to
be asked to keep His promises, and that gives us employme'nt-occupation-as dear George Miiller used to say, "Business at the bercy-seat."
Our business is with our Heavenly Father in secret regarding all that
concerns us in soul and body and circumstances day by day, and if it
be our habit thus to wait secretly upon the Lord in believing prayer,
In prayer grounded on His sure promises, we shall not lack His recognition outwardly. Your Father shall reward you openly. May He
bless His Word to·night for Christ's sake. Amen.

TOWARD THE SUNRISING.
A DEAR friend sent a lovely calendar to me at Christmas, ,with the
. WOI'd_son t he fi rst page; ""
.."
encouragmg
L'orward towal'd t he sunnsmg.
In these strenuous, solemn days the Lord's pilgrims are cheered
when reminded that they journey uot t.owards the setting sun with
its subsequent darkness, but" toward the sunrising," t.hed"y dawn.
"Ye are . . . (ohildren of -the day." - "Onward then, and fear not,
children of the day." The journey, ,though often difficult, dangerous,
and fearsome, yet is at tin'!es so luminous with the snnrise in prospect,
that we have.fel.t as though'we were almost in heaven here.
- We read in Numbers xxi. 11 that the children of Israel " pitched at
Ije'abarim, in the- wilderness which is before -Moab, toward the sunl'ising." - A 'more -prosaic expression would- :be "eastward-," but the
beautiful description" toward the sunrising" is _almost symbolic,
especia.lly when ccmll"cted with the preceding words, " in th" wildernt>.ss."'May
. we:. dear reader; in the wilde.mess of this world ever set

\
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out faces " towa~d the sunrising." We are in a wilderness of sin and
~orrow and death, but we are journeying tkrough it, not settling in it
permanently.
In Numbers xxxiv. 15 we read that" the two tribes' and the half
tribe [Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh] have received their inheritance
on this side Jordan near Jericho eastward, t{)ward the sunrising."
What a blessed inheritance, ~piritually considered, on this side Jordan,
to. be toward the sumisig! Our faees, our desires here are Ziouward,
Christward. It is a lovely picture in Deut. iv. 41: "Then Moses
severed three cities on tlus side Jordan toward the sunrising." These
three cities were cities of refuge, types of "Jesus, refnge of my sou!."
They brought safety to the poor refugee. No accuser could touch
him there, even as we find safety in Christ, and in Him "I may my
fierce accuser face and tell him Christ has died."
In verse 47 of the same chapter we fiud: "They possessed his
[Sihon, king of the Amorites].land and the land of Og, king of Bashan,
two kings of the Amorites which were on this side Jordan, toward
the sunrising." After strife, victory and possession.
In Joshua xiii., when" Joshua was old and stricken in years," the
LOl'd told him " there remaineth yet. very much land to be possessed."
In enumerating all, he mentions "the land of the Giblites, aud all
Lebanon, roward the sunrising." How true this is of the hidden
life in Christ Jesus, ever more and more-a well springing up. "The
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints" is incomprehensibly loving. Why should He descrihe us in sueh marvellous terms ~
But" in Him also we have obtained an inheritance." It is all in'
Him. Our faces are" roward the snnrising," and we know" there
Temaineth yet .;ery mu~h land ro be. possessed."
.. There are depths of love that I cannot know
Till I cross the narrow sea;

There are heights of joy that I may not reach
Till I rest in peace with Thee."
There is much yet to possess even here, but up there is beyond telling,
when we see Him face ro face, no cloud between of sin, perfect in His
comeliness.
. This beautiful expression, "toward the sunrising," occurs again in
Joshua xix. 12, 27, in describing the lots 'of Zebulon and Asher.
" Rejoice, Zebulon, in thy going out," said ]\10se8 in his blessing, and
of Asher, "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so
shall thy strength be." They whose lot lies" toward the sunrising "
are a rejoicing people and a strong people. \ITe might enlarge very
profitably on the sweetness contained in "toward the sumising."
In the wilderness-the inheritance-the refnge-vicrory-possession
-+-Iots.· Dear reader; the very word" lot " implies sovllreign appoin·tment---the disposal of t.he Lord. He gives royally, and blessed are
they who share ill the rejoicing of 7.ebulon and the strength of Asher
;' 'roward the sumising."
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There is a forcible little passage in the "Pilgrim's Progress," to
which my dear father called my attention once, and remarked it would
form a very e;-,."}>ressive epitaph. When Christian conversed with
Prudence, Piety, and Charity, we read that" they discoursed toget.her
till late at night; and aft.er they had committed t.hemselves
to their Lord for protection, they bet.ook themselves to rest. The
pilgrim they laid in a large upper chamber, whose window opened
towards the sunrising: the name of the chamber was Peace; where
he slept t.ill break of day, and then he awoke and sang." One ahnost
feels the heaven-wafted ail' through t.he open window, and the calm
of the chamber named Peace, and the gladness of the wakening song,
"Till break of day." Ah, our beloved ones gone before are sleeping
"till break of day." Oh! t.he rapture' of the awakening! They
are laid to rest" until the day dawn and the shadows flee away."
''le are looking for the sunrising, fOl' the glorious resurrection, when
they and we, like Bunyan's pilgrim, shall awake and sing. There is
a beautiful verse by Rnth Thomas t.hus :11

'"'''le are journeying toward the .sunrise, and the night will soon

For

be o'er,
the shado'ws

lie b_7vind us, and the

g101"y

lies b_!o're.

V{e a.rc journeying toward the sunrise, and our hopes are fixed
above",
.

While our eves are looking heavenward to the Home of light and
love. ,~

Now let us just consider for a few moments under the guidance
of t.he Holy Spirit one or two passages concerning the Sun Himself.
We read in St. Luke i. in the sweet song prophecy, " The dayspring
from on high hath visited us." In the margin it is "the sunrise"
The"sunrise hom on high hath visited us. The Sun appeared on the
earth, the Sun of righteousness. He came" to fulfil allrighteonsness,"
to give light to them tl,at sit in darkness. He shone as no other, and
now He shines in our hearts as no other. Tersteegen, ill his" Pilgrim
Song,:) says :" The sweetness and the glory, the sunlight of His eye.
Make all the desert places to glow as Paradise."
, Truly they who have by grace been brought to see that sunlight
"can never rest on earth again." Everything is tinged with the
glow Of His glory, and bright only with that light. You will have
noticed when passing through even a beautiful country on a cloudy
day, how grey and uninteresting all looks. But visit the same country
on a sunny day, how glorified the landscape even of a flat wilderness
land. 'fhus with the believer, with every earthly joy around, if no
Christ there, it is dnll and grey. But the employ, the speech, the
book, the coml'lanion, aye,' even the sprrow, the pain, the disappointment, if" glorifi~d, with Him, how demo and s,i'eet"! For" Olll' eyes
have looked on Him." "The Sun of Righteousness wit.h healing in
His wings," or beams. Healing in His beams. The natural man
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revives with sunshine. How often we hear of invalids ordered to
sunny climes. There is healing in the sunshine. How much more
to those who fear His name, when "the Sun of Righteousness shall
arise with healing in His beams." 'fhe poor sin-stricken soul, full
of guilt, conscious of pollution more than he can express, "weary of
earth and laden with sin," sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death. Oh! what, what healing when the sunrising takes place_
For He is not only light, but righteousness also. He takes the sinner's
stand, and covers him with the robe of His righteonsness. The bright
li~ht which reveals the sinner's state reveals also the sinner's salvation.
The loathsome, sore disease of sin is healed with the warm, melting,
healing beams of the Sun of righteousness, the Saviour of sinners.
He is a radiant Saviour, in strong relief on the dark background of
sin. We think of Him in connection with "Thy sun shall no more
go down," and rejoice in His everlasting love.
Let me quote one more passage. When He appeared to His
beloved disciple in Patmos, "His countenance was as the SWl shineth
in his strength." In the blessing which Moses was commanded to
pronounce to the children of Israel we read, "'rhe Lord make His
face to shine upon thee." Surely His shining face in Patmos indicated
great, great blessing. For when St. John, overcome with the glorious
sight, fell at His feet as dead, He laid His right hand, His hand of
strength, npon him, saying, "Fear not." He was the .sun of glory,
of blessing, and of strength.
. "Toward the sunrising." Dear Dr. Doudney,. who was Editor
of this MAGAZINE so 'many years, used to read the hymns through one
verse at a time at the evening service, for the benefit of those who
had no hymn book or who conld not read. Will anyone who heard
him ever forget his magnificent voice.in the words :" Thy light. yet unT·iscn, the 'lU'ilderness cheers,
Oh! what will it be when the fnlne .. appears! "

Snch a triumphant ring. I shall ever remember it. The very
memory is a refreshing. What will it be when the /Illness appears,
.seeing the wilde:rness is cheered by partial light 1 It will be the cmwn
of joy. For it will be the sight of Himself, the shining of His face,
which is favour and blessing. We shall not have a long time to wait.
He will come very soon; we can almost heal' now the sound of the
golden bells. The darkest hour is just before dawn, and the woe and
I5Orrow and desolation of the present state of the world do but whisper,
."He is COIning." Our.faees urn "toward the sunrising/' an,d \\~e see
the faint streal.<s in the sky.
.. We are journeying toward the sunrise, and we eateh the. gleam afar,
OUhe dawning of the daybreak, of the bright and Morning Star; .
Oh! our hearts 'l>re filled ,vith gladness, for we know we 800n shall be .
Past. earth's sighing and earth's sorrow with the. Lord eternally:' .
. . . With Ohrist for evermore is our rejoicing.
.
With Me where I ·am, His re;oicing.
NETTiE.
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"THE STRENGTH OF OUR SALVATION."

"The joy of His way."-JoB viii. 19.
WHY is it that Bible words, very well known and very frequently
heard, sometimes strike us as never before 1 Their Divine origin is
t],e primary reason. But there is surely another as well. When the
Spirit of God thns draws our attention to special words, we may be
very sure that we have special need of them. That need may be for
ourselves or it may be for another member of the Royal Family of
Het1ven. Last Sunday the Avords, "The strength of our salvation,"
arrested me in church as they had never done before. The thought
seems singularly suitable for a New Year's message to the children
of God. We need His" strength" in these days, when formerly stable
things appear to be shifting from their foundations. IIlay the Holy
Spirit use them to stimulate and comfort many hearts.
I)ne feels increasingly that one thing is intensely sure-the shortness
of life and the certainty of its termination. We can set against that,
" The strength of our salvation." Is life short and fleeting 1 There
is everlasting" strength" in the Lord! Are we about to face death 1
There is a strong" salva.tion " held out to us. If the sholtness of life
is a sure thing, if death is a strong power, " The strength of our salvation " is as sure, as strong! It is strong because it depends on the
Almighty God and not on man. It emanates from Him. It is sure
because it is built on the precions blood of Christ which cleanseth from
all sin. It is strong and it 'is sure because the Holy Spirit applies it
to the heart of every believer. "The strength of our salvation"
depends not on us, but on our Covenant-making, Covenant.keeping
~L'riune Jehovah.
"In the Rock of Ages is everlasting strength."
It depends not on our prayers, not on our church-going, not on our
service in His vineyard,-though prayer, worship and work are right
things. But our "salvation," our eternal life, has been made sure and
strong ann. safe by the life and death and resurrection and ascension
of the Lord Jesus Christ. How awful sin is in God's sight! So
awful that nothing less than the sacrifice of His own Son by cl1lcifixion
was sufficient to atone for man's sins. How little we realize the
exceeding sinfulness of sin! Oh, to be more full of His Spirit, that
we may hate and avoid sin increasingiy, and love and serve the Lord
bettcr in this coming year!
. "The strength of our salvt1tion " insures everlt1sting life to every
true believer. "The Lord will give grace" in the present and" glory"
in the future to all who love Him and whose sins are purged by " the
precious blood of Christ." Bl1 t we must redeem "the time, because
the days are evil." Aud because the days are short;, let us work
" with both hands earnestly" for His glory, in this darkest hour before
the dawn Ilf never·ending d·ay. It is well worth while! Any moment
our call may come individually through death·; if not that of the Church
collectively by our Lord's return. "We know Whom we have believed,
and (are) persuaded that He is .able .to keep . . . against that day."

,
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We may have, we shall have, we are having, external sorrows, strains,
conflicts, and cares. But these do not outweigh the internal peace of
God bestowed by the God of peace. The rest of spirit superabounds
over the restlessness of life. Peace in the heart through the blood
of the Lamb produces rest in spite of tribulation. It is blessed to
experience this rest. They are more Hest "'ho have had life·lon«
experience of it.
0
God is Himself "The strength of our salvation." We need His
" strength" incessantly. Humanly speaking, this year will be a sad
and difficult one to all on earth. We, eveu the Church, must expect
increasing conflicts, increasing discipline, and increasing persecutiOli.
He Who allows it, " The strength of our salvation," will send all needed
strength to bear it. "Thy God hath commanded thy strength" for
these very days. "Commanded" it.-ordered it into being, marshalled
its forces, massed its power, controlled it completely, as the general
commands his army. But the Prayer-Book version gives us a different
thought. "Thy God hath sent out strength for thee." That is a very
comforting assurance. 'Vhen He calls us to a new sphere of labour,
He has apportioned the strength there in advance - beforehand,
as it were. It is in front of us, to meet us at the place of need, of
service.. We shall receive the strength when we arrive at the place.
This also applies moment by moment. "Thy God hath sent out
strength for thee," before thou goest downstairs in the morning;
before thou goest to business, Sunday-school, district; before thou
undergoest that operation; before thou undertakest that difficult
letter; before everything, all day long, thy God-commanded
" strength" awaits _thee, for every separate thing! We need dread
neither present overwhehning work nor future overwhelming fears,if we trust this word of our God. All needed "strength" will be
bestowed, where and when and as we need it. We may, we must---if
we would be strong and helpful Christians-draw our strength from
His strength every moment of our life. It wiII always be ready. It
will always be amply sufficient for any service that He calls us to.
But our service is never to be a hopeless service. Look for a moment
at the versicle which heads this paper, "The joy of His way." It is
"way" of great "joy." It is three-fold "joy," a double present
and a future" joy." First there is the present" joy" of knowing
that our sins are blotted out and we are accepted in the Beloved, and
are henceforward safe for time and for eternity. Then there is the
" joy" of being permitted to be servants over and above being made
children" by adoption." And lastly, there is the future" joy" to
which we look forward. This is a most wonderful" joy." The intense
present satisfaction that the believer takes in the knowledge of the
certainty of a perfect future is a very blessed experience. Because
the Lord Jesus died, rose, and ascended, we are entitled to kuow " the
joy of His way." Joy, strength, hope, .and ardour all centre round
the" way" of service. They encourage us on that" way." "The
joy of His way" is certain, because" the joy of the Lord is [our]
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strength" on the" way" If we k-now "the joy of the Lord" for
our soul's safety, we loug to know "'the joy of His way" for our whole
service. We desire to be filled with His Spirit, to spend all our
" strength" in His service, because there is a " joy" in service which
only service brings. We realize now that the time is short, and we
would redeem it to the utmost, knowing that only as the Holy Spirit
prompt~ and assists our efforts, can we be successful servants.
Yet
rest is sweet too! ,Vllen we are run down and worn out with service,
we doubly appreciate the prospect of rest. Ah! just so with the Lord's
servants when He comes. Here we are engaged in the service-then
we shall enjoy the rest! So our work is not hopeless but expectant.
We anticipate the rest and the reward. Above all, it is a hopeful
service for His servants, because we are expecting the Master Himself.
These are sad and solemn days, but they are also stirring days. Sad,
because tribulation is abolmding around us. Solemn, because Death
is abnormally busy with his scythe. But stirring, because the L')rd's
return is apparently very immUlent. TillS is our hope! We o"n
Him as our Saviour from sin. We know Him as our strength for
service. We look for Him as our completing Redeemer. Tlllnk "hat
His coming will involve and insure-think what we are waiting for and
expecting! He will redeem our bodies from death-we are" waiting
for . . . the redemption of our body" (Rom. viii. 23). He will raise
our bodies from mortality-" this mortal must put on immor~ality "
(1 Cor. xv. 53). He will change our bodies from sinfulness. "Who
shall change our vile body" (Phi!. iii. 21). He will deliver our bodies
" from the bondage 0/ corruption" ! (Rom. viii. 21). What a glorious
anticipation! What a stupendous expectation! We" shall see His
face." "His name shall be in [our] foreheads." "And His servants
shall serve Him" still! "He . . . saith, surely I come quickly.
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jes\l&."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

Clapton, E.5.

JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

n.
As iu Reuben's transgression there was a fall from excellency only
to be recovered to him or any of his tribe by theiJ: being chosen in
Christ, the Most Excellent, to life and salvation, so are we reminded
that Adam's first-born, Cain, begotten and born in sin, fell as well by
!)is own sin from the excellency of the worship of God as instituted
and given by God to Adam. This fall of Cam's (who was of that
wicked one and slew his brother) into will-worship, and from the
excellency, and purity of Divinely-instituted worslllp, begat in hun
enmity, cruelty, and murder; as .the same thing hath done in instances
innumerable, even unto this day; whereby the blood of prophets
and of saints, and of all that were slam on the earth, is laid to their
charge that belong to mystery Babylon. Deeds similar to that of
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Cain's break out among Jacob's sons, in,' which a holy GDd-given
institution is profaned, and made subservient to deeds of murder and
robbery. We see as it were in embryo the murders and spoliation
of long-after ages in that act of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, when
they took each man his sword, and came upon the men of Shechem,
and slew all the males and possessed themselves of all the spoil. Hence
the righteous severity of Jacob's words: "Simeon and Levi are
brethre'l; instmments of cruelty are in their habitations." And
who shall sum up the instruments of cruelty by slow, painful, torture,
found in the Spanish Inquisition; or declare the number of those
murdered and slain thereby? Who shall declare and speak of the
plots and ways whereby the massacre of St. Bartholomew, and that
of Ireland in 1644, were brought about? "0 my soul," said Jacob,
" come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour,
be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their
self-will they digged down a wall." A rage of earth and hell this,
that did not cease until it terminated in the glorious person of that
:MAN Whom they slew and hanged on a tree.
Nor to this day is
enmity, rage, and murder separated from a prostitution of that worship
of God which is not material, but in Spirit and in truth. "Cursed be
their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I
will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Isra,el." While a curse
is thus entailed on all bloodthirsty persecutors, oh, let us not forget
the blessing Jesus has pronounced on those that are persecuted for
righteousness' sake-even the kingdom of heaven. Nor did their
professed zeal to redress the injury done to their sister satisfy Jacob.
lmtil he found that his Covenant God had (perhaps in answer to his
prayer and supplication) so put, His terror upon the cities round about
as assured him of safety.
Moses leaves out the name of Simeon in blessing the tribes. He
knew how Joseph handled him, for the best of reasons. Joseph might
. have had a remembrance of some personal experience of the man's
cruel disposition, when he took him and bound him, and said, "You
must go to prison until these return to me." But oh, how blessedly
is his name retrieved to us in Luke's Gospel, which God's own dea
people never weary in reading. "And, behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and the same man was just and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost
was upon him." As there was a Judas not Iscariot, so there was a
Simeon and a Simeon. Doubtless Jacob's concel'll for God's honour
in the doings of his family before the peoples among whom his lot
was cast, was good iu the sight of God, and owned of GDd by His
suffering no 'P-an to do him wrong.
But now of the tribe of Levi Moses takes at once a high note, and
breaks forth into a sublime aspimtion and desire: "Let Thy Thummim
and Thy Urim be with Thy holy one." Let the Divine light and perfection guide and protect, govern and save this people, a people separated
from the unholy peoples of the erLrth, the holy people of Isaiah lxii.
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12. Let Divine light and perfection be ever with them, to show them
the way wherein they should walk. This peculiar and. distingnishing
favour had before made Moses break forth: "Did ever people hear
the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire as thou hast
heard, and live 1" Yea, it is even so,unto this very day. There is
a people upon earth, His sanctified ones, that hear His blessed voice,
in and out of the fire or furnace of affliction and persecution. Hence
we find David praying earnestly to God, "0 send out Thy light and
Thy truth; let them lead me; let them bring me unto Thy holy hill,
and to Thy tabernacles."
.
,
The most precious, luminous stones of earth, set in a girdle, do
but faintly shadow forth what Stephen testified when he said: "This
is He that was in the Church in the wilderness, with the angel that
spake to him in the Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, who received
the lively oracles to give unto us." Hence also the Apostle Peter
exhorts: "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God
. . . that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ."
What marvellous light and. perfection there is in a Spirit-given testi- .
mony to the truth of a finished salvation, to Christ as He is a Mediator,
Redeemer, Saviour, and great High Priest, entered into heaven itself
with His own blood, there to appear in the presence of God for us.
No wonder Dr. Owen said to the king, "May it please your majesty,
I would freely part with all my writings could I preach like that
tinker" (Bunyan), And well might the plain William Gadsby say :H

What a Divine harmonious sound

The Gospel trumpet gives;
No music can with it compare,

The soul that knows it lives."
Although a thousand bad coins were in circulation, a goldsmith
could at once tell a true and genuine one from all others of base
imitation.
"Is God among us or not 1" Ah! are we better than they 1
"No," said Paul, "no, in no wise." If He is amDng us, will He not
supply all our needs, according to His riches in glory by Christ J esus ~
He will, He will. Their unbelieving chidings and strivings at Massah
did but manifest their impatience and fretfulness on the one hand,
and J ehovah's Covenant care, forbearance, and the perfection of His
faithfulness on the other.
Moses' blessing on the tribe of Levi (Deut. xxxiii. 11), as that tribe
was by appointment and grace given and devoted to the service of
the sanctuarv, has had its fulfilment in the Church of the .Jews .and
the Gentile; from the day in which Phinehas executed judgment,
until the day William Huntington wrote his two books, "The Bank
of Faith," and" The Naked Bow of God."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
for all, let me state my unhesitating conviction of ~the
plenary and verbal inspiration of' all Scripture.' "-.1. R. Faussct.J
"ONCE
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(Continued from page 80.)
Ill.

THE TESTIMONY OF THE ApOSTLES.

IN considering the testimony of the Apostles to the inspiration of
tI,e Old Testament, we shall adopt the samc order of thought as in
our last article, and shall observe: .The extent to which they used the
Scriptlll'es; the intent with which they referred to them; and the
esteem in which they held them.
1. The extent to which the Apostles of Christ used the Scriptures
was such that it covered the whole field of their ministry. They
professed that they were "separated unto the gospel of God, which
He had promised afore by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures" (Rom.
i. 1, 2). And they so continually drew their themes and doctrines
from" the law and the prophets," that .the whole of their apostolic
authority stands or falls with the inspiration and truth of the Old
. Testament. A few examples will make this evident.
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, standing up with the eleven, and
freshly endued with power from on high, delivered to the people of
Jerusalem a message drawn almost entirely from the prophecy of
Joel and the Psalms of David (Acts ii. 14-26). The same Apostle
said to the multitude gathered together by his miracle in Solomon's
porch: "The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, anrl of Jacob, the God
of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus, whom ye delivered up.
. . . But those things which God before had showed by the mouth
of all His prophets, He hath so fulfilled." Then, speaking of the
ascended Christ, he said: "Whom the heaven must receive until the
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all His holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said
unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your GQd raise up unto
you of your brethren. . . . Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel
and those that follow after have likewise foretold of these days. Ye
are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which GQd made
with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed" (Acts iii. 12-25). And when the
members of the Sanhedrim were sitting in judgment on Peter and
John, the former, "filled with the Holy Ghost," reminded them of
Psalm cxviii: "This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner" (Acts iv. 8-12).
Later on, when Peter was sent to the house of Cornelius, "that the
Gentiles might hear the word of the Gospel and believe," he said:
"To Him [Jesus of Nazareth] give all the prophets witness"; and
while he yet spake the Holy Ghost fen on all them which heard the
word. (See Acts xv. 7; Acts xv. 14, where Simeon means Simon
Peter, who had· previously spoken; Acts x. 43--45).
Stephen, brought before'the Sanhedrim, defended the cause of the
9

•

•

130

The Gospel Magazine

Gospel by a speech which consisted of an accurate and exhaustive
survey of a large portion of Old Testament history.
Paul, in the synagogue at Autioch in Pisidia, on the threshold of
his vast missionary labours, begins' his discourse with a sketch of his
nation's history from the days of Abraham to the days of David,
and then goes on to say: "Of this man's seed hath God, according
to His promise, raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus. Children of the
stock of Abraham, to you is the word of this salvation sent. For
they that dwell at Jerusalem, because they knew Him not, nor yet
the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath day, have
fulfilled them in condemning Him"; and conclndes his sermon with
quo~ations from the Psalms, the Law of Moses, and the prophecies of
Isaiah and Habakkuk (Acts xiii. 14--401).
We need not here pursue this subject through the second half of
the Book of Acts: our readers will find it profitable to do this for
themselves. Let us comc to the Epistles.
, In Romans we have Cjuotations from Genesis (Rom. iv. 3, 17, 18;
ix. 7, 9, 12, 17), Exodus (Rom. vii. 7; ix. 15, 17; xiii. 9), Leviticus
{Rom. x. 5; xiii. 9), Deuteronomy (Rom. x. 6-8, 19; xii. 19; xv.
10), 1 Kings (Rom. xi. 3, 4), Psalms (Rom. iii. 4, 10-14, 18; iv. 7, 8 ;
viii. 36; ix. 15; x. 18; xi. 9, 10; xv. 3, 9, 11), Proverbs (Rom. xii.
20), Isaiah (Rom. ii. 24; iii. 15-17; ix. 27-29, 33; x. 11, 15, 16, 20,
21; xi. 8, 26, 27, 34; xiv. 11; xv. 12, 21), Hosea (Rom. ix. 25, 26),
Joel (Rom. x. 13), Habaklmk (Rom. i. 17), and Malachi (Rom. ix.
13). Ycs; explieit quotations from Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Deuteronomy, ] Kings, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Hosea, Joel,
Habakkuk, and Malachi! And apart from these explicit quotations
the whole epistle is full of references to the Old Testament, speaking
of Abraham, Isar.c, Jacob, Moses, David, Elijah, the Law, Circumcision,
the Promises, the Prophecies.
We cannot analyze the other Epistles at the same length: a glance
must suffice.
In the First Epistle to the Corinthians wc have a quotation from
Jeremiah in chapter i., from Isaiah in chapter ii., from Job and from
the Psalms in chapter iii.; in chapter v. we find the Passover, in
chapter vi. Gen. ii. 24, aud so on continually.
Passing by the other Epistles for want of space and time, we find
that the Epistle to the Hebrews is an exposition of the true meaning
of Exodus and Leviticus, with numerous references to other books
from Genesis to Haggai.
Finally, the Revelation is full of the doctrine and imagery of Moses
and the Prophets. The Lambwho unseals the book of God's decrees
is " the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David "; that is, the
promised Rod out of the stem of Jesse (Isa. xi. 1). The angel who
has the seal of the living God seals twelve thousand out of each of
the tribes Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon',
Levi, Issachar, ZebnJon, Joseph, and Benjamin; and on the gates of
"the 'great city, the holy Jerusalem," are written the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel,
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2. With what intent did the Apostles of Christ thus saturate their
ministry with the letter and the spirit of the Old Testament!
(a) To render obedience to the God Who sent them forth. Their
preaching of Jesus Christ was drawn "from the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God,
that it might be made known to all nations for the obedience of faith"
(Rom. xvi. 25, 26). They sa.id, "For so hath the Lord commanded
us, saying, I have set Thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that Thou
shouldest be for salvation to the ends of the earth" (Acts xiii. 47).
They had received a command from God to preach His word, and
they were not disobedient to the heavenly commission.
(b) To catch men. They sought the eternal salvation of their
hearers; and they knew that the best, the only way to obtain conversions was to preach the Word urgently, in season and out of season.
Their sacred ambition was to be "mighty in the Scriptures" (Acts
... ')4)
~
.

XVlll.

(c) To honour Christ.

They searched the Scriptures and preached
them, because in them they had found eternal life, and because they
knew that the Scriptures testified of Jesus. They counted not their
lives dear unto themselves, so that they might finish their course
with joy, and the ministry which they had received of the Lord Jesus;
they loved to honour their Master by expounding His Father's word,
by reasoning with men out of the Scriptures, "opening and alleging
that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead"
(Acts xvii. 2, 3).
3. In what esteem did these men hold the books which are now the
laughing-stock of ungodly "critics"! The answer to this question
is implied in what we have a.lready written; but the New Testament
yields plenty of material for a separate treatment of it.
They looked upon the Old Testament as the one standard of Divine
truth, from which there is no appeal.
Would Paul establish the great doctrine of Justif!cation by Faith 1
He settles it thus: "What saith the Scripture 1 Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteonsness. . . . Even as
David describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities
are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impute sin " (Rom. iv. 3-8). Does Paul quote from
the First 'Book of Kings 1 He calls the words quoted an "oracle,"
XP~l'aTt~1'6~. (" The answer of God," Rom. xi. 4). Does he take the
good news of salvation to Berea 1 He sets the Jews of that town
searchiug the Scriptures daily, whether these things be so. The whole
apostolic treatment of the Old Testament is that of men who profoundly
reverenced it as inspired and infallible.
We conclnde with some of their direct pronouncements on this
matter: "King Agrippa~ believest thou the prophets 1 I know that
.thou believest." "Well spake the Holy Ghost by Isaiah the prophet
unto our fathers" (Acts xxviii. 26). "God, Who at sundry times
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and in divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son" (Heb.
i. 1, 2). "Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, To·day if ye will hear
His voice, harden not your hearts" (Heb. iii. 7, 8). "Again he
limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To-day" (Heb. iv. 7). "From
.a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tiro.
iii. 15, 16).
We may sum up the apostolic testiroony to the inspiration of the
Old Testament in these words of Paul and Peter: "All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God." "For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost."
(To be continued.)

A NOBLEMAN'S PRAYER.
.THERE are some experiences in human life which most persons think
themselves competent to describe. As a matter of fact, no person
can adequately deal with such experiences but those who have passed
through them, and they, as a rule, feel it iropossible to permit their
feelings to be exposed to the gaze of a sensation-loving world. Poets
and painters have sought to portray the feelings and expressions of
a mother at the death-bed of her child, but none can paint or depict
the anguish-torn heart of a devoted mother. In these matters heart
speaks to heart, and 'no stranger can rightly intermeddle (Prov. xiv.
10). To those who have discernment given them it is a sad sign of
the perilous days in which we live, that no sorrow seems sacred enough
to preserve it from the prying eyes of those who are willing to pander
to the public even at the greatest cost to their victiros.
There dwelt, at one time, in a far-off land a nobleman, who became
grief stricken when it was brought home to him that his dearly-loved
son was at the point to die. He would seem to have lost no opportunity to. avail himself of all the remedies and skill which money
could procure, but alas! no benefit came. His child grew worse.
At length word was brought to him of wonderful heatings taking place
at some considerable distance from his home. This news stirred him
to a last great effort. He would go himself, without delay, to the
indicated place, and perhaps something might yet be done for his
. child. The nobleman came to the Lord Jesus in Galilee, and entreated
··Him to return with him and heal his son. The reply the nobleman
received might have caused some little discouragement to one less
in earnest. He had not realized that the Lord Jesus was the Son of
God-the Saviour-he had only regarded Him as a wond~rful man.
He must be brought, however, to see Him as He really is; he must be
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brought to believe in the Son of God, and to venture on His naked
Word. He pleads again, "Sir, come down ere my child die." A
little more 'york of the Holy Spirit and he was ready to trust implicitly.
The Lord Jesus speaks once more, and His word is believed. " Go
thy way; thy son liveth." There was no outward sign before him.
He was far away from his child's hedside, he could see nothing, but
he " believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went
his way" (John iv. 46-53). Was he deceived 1 No. He went
some distance toward his home fully convinced that what the Lord
had said was true, and in a while he met some of his servants coming
towards him with the joyful news, " Thy son liveth," and then, observe
what happened. He found' that the child was rp.stored at the very
hour the Lord Jesus spa.ke the healing word, and not only the nobleman but his whole house believed. What a blessed illness that had
been! It had been the instrumental means of bringing salvation to
the nobleman's house. What need we have to pray that· God will
enable us more fully to trust Him, and more fully to realize that if
He chastens and corrects, it is that His chastisements may yield the
peaceable fruits of ri~hteousness unto those who are exercised thereby
(see Heb. xii. 11). Let us keep in mind-for we may need the help
in some unexpected emergency-the words which Joseph addressed
to his brethren (Gen. I. 20): "Ye thought evil against me, but God
meant it unto good, to bring to pass as it is· this day." Samson's
riddle (Judges xiv. 14) is often proved true in the experiences of God's
people: "Out of the eater came forth meat." The nobleman no
doubt thought that with his son's serious illness all his hopes for the
future would perish-his hopes would be eaten up; but instead of
that coming about, he received a new hope, a real and well-grounded
hope of life everlasting in Christ Jesus.
What a lesson to us! What an incentive to us to turn to Godas He has revealed Himself in the Lord Jesus-in all our tro)lbles,
trials, and difficulties! We need not hesitate. We must not hang
back, for has not God said, "In all thy ways acknowledge Me, and
I wiW direct thy paths" 1 (see Prov. iii. 6). Again, did not Peter
write (see 1 Peter v. 7), "Casting all your care upon Him; for He
careth for you" 1 But we must first have ground for believing that
what we desire is right and according to the will of God, and then
"ask in faith, nothin~ wavering; for he that wavereth is like a wave
of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed" (James i. 6). The wind
that drives towards the harbour one day, may turn round and drive
away from it the next. We do not want such a driving force as that,
but we want that true faith which always blows in the same direction,
viz., towards a God reconciled in Christ Jesus.
And now, reader, can you not see there is a lesson for you in these
words of the father. "Come down. ere mv child die" 1 The child
was dear to his father. What ab~ut your soul 1 Is that dear to
you 1 Is it precious 1 Do you want your soul to be delivered from
eternal,death 1 Do you realize that if your soul is lost all your hopes
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will perish? Then do as the father did. Hasten to the Lord Jesus.
You have heard of Him. Tell Him your position. Confess your
need to Him. Ask Him to do for you what He did for the child, and
the prayer of true faith shall never be disregarded. Sooner or later
it shall be made known to thee that "thy soul liveth." He that
believeth is passed from death unto life (see John v. 24).
P. 1. B.
OWE NO MAN ANYTIDNG.
THE Lord said to the prophet. "If thou take forth the precious from
the vile, thou shalt be as My mouth "-intimating that there is, and
ever will be precious, and that there is and ever will be vile, intimating
also that it is no easy matter at all times to discern or separate the
one from the other. Christ said, "He that is not against us is on
our part," but lest we should forget that narrow is the way, He said
again, "He that is not with us is against us." The disciples were
for calling down. fire upon the Samaritans, they discouraged the
children, they proposed driving away the entreating woman; yet
it does not appear that they knew until the end that one of their own
number was "a devil." The servants of the householder, anxious
only to do what was right, wanted to pull up the tares, but the householder said that wheat and tares must grow together, lest in pulling
up the tares the wheat came too. The discerning of spirits, so we
are taught by the Apostle, is a distinct gift, while the Lord unchangeably "knows them that are His." Paul rejoiced that Christ should
be preached even "in pretence." Maybe among his friends he had
one who, like ?tir. Toplady, dated his first living hearing from the
sermon of one whom he believed dead. Maybe he knew some Aquila
and Priscilla who had not the privilege of learning more perfectly
the way of the Lord. If any man ever was valiant for the truth, it
was the writer to the Ephesians. With him, taught of God, there
was but one Lord and one hope, one God, one Spirit, but he knew that
there were diversities of operation, and his sweet closing benediction
was, "Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ. in
sincerity."
Samuel Smart, having for years quietly tramped, with his patient
face, in and out of the dispensary, one day remarked that he scarcely
knew how he got home the last time; indeed, he didn't think he could
have got home at all if it hadn't been for the text, "As thy days,
thy strength shall be." But he begged God to help him, and it was
wonderful how his prayer was answered. And he had been praying
also that the doctm might prescribe some medicine for him, and the
doctor, after writing a note for the usual pills, said, "I think you
would like some medicine, Mr. Smart," and the first dose did him a
world of good. Oh, if he began, he conl<l tell any number of wonderful
things that God had done for him all his life, at least since he was a
young man. One day, in the testimony meeting, he felt so anxious
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to get up and speak, but there in the room sat Pollard, and if he got
up to speak, Pollard would get up and ask him about the money that
he owed him. So he went home and said to his wife that Pollard's
debt must be paid. " Itow ? " said the wife. "I don't know, but
somehow, and the Lord will help us." The'very next week he and
another man were put on to some special work-the removal of a
number of small drains. The master for the time being came every
day and gave them Is. 3d. extra each, and that, with some money he
found in the drains, and what he managed to screw out of his regular
seventeen shillings a week-,made up Pollard's amount. "Now, my
dear," he said to his wife, " I have doue my part, you must do yours."
"What's that? " she said. "You must go to Golden Vallev and
find ont where Pollard lives, "nd give him the money. I kn~w he
has left, but feel sure that the Lord will direct you to some one who
will be able to tell you where he has gone." So the wife went, and
in t.he evening returned-having found Pollard's house not. so very
far from where they lived themselves-after tramping from one place
to t.he next. She knocked at the door, and Mrs. Pollard rame. "I've
come to pay this debt," said Mrs. Smart. "Oh, come in, I am thankful," said Mrs. Pollard, all but iu tears. "Wc didn't kno\v whatever
we were going to do, as the landlord came yesterday, aNI said that
if we didn't have the rent by to-morrow, he would t.ake our things."
That was the first 'of Samuel Smart's accounts, and he told others,
ending several times with, "Oh, I could tell many things that the
Lord has done for me, but I haven't kept close to Him." He told of
his desperation, of his resolve to kill his wife and bl1by, hut as he was.
hunting for the knife the baby looked up and smiled at him. He
told of wild days; of a cottage meeting where he thought they could
have prayed quite as well without so many Hallelujahs; of the
Salvation Army meeting to which he had been determined not to go,
but where the man told him all that ever he did; of his determination
to " get salvation if it was to be had" ; of his burden being lifted; how
he threw all his beer into the fire and had taken none since; and that
he had not kept close to the Lord though He had done so much for
him. And then he went into the waiting·room and sat as usual,
coughing every other miuute until the doctor came. No need to ask
where he worshipped. Evidently not in communion with the Salvation
Army. It was probably at Aiken Street, or Hayward Road Mission
Hall, where among the many who with un taught, untried faith would
profess that Christ loved them, and they Him, there would be some
humbled souls worshipping God in the spirit, rejoicing in Christ Jesus,
and having less confidence in t.he flesh than thev were aware of.
The Lo~d said to the prophet, "If thou take forth the precious
FOLLOWER-ON.
, from the vile, thou shalt be as My mouth."
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" THERE is no third place, and you must either be in heaven, or
in hell; with Christ or with the devil."-FTugk MeNeile.
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in Jl!lemotiam.
THE LATE REV. WILLIAM LUSH.
ANOTHER standard-bearer has fallen. Another preacher of the great
doctrines of Graee has been removed from our midst. Strieken with
sudden and severe illness on Jan. 26th, the Rev. WilIiam Lush passed
away into his heavenly Home four days later. His" Thoughts on
Psalm exix." have been appearing in our pages for many months
past. Providentially the MS. of the remaining verses is in our hands,
and we hope still to continue his valuable exposition in our pages.
The tender, Christian and prayerful sympathy of our readers will,
we doubt not, be extended to the sorrowing widow, his daughters
and his soldier sons. We reprint a brief biographical sketch from
Mr. Lnsh's own pen, whieh appeared in the January number of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the vear 1905. .He writes; "I was born in
the Isle of Wight, but my father dying before I had any reeolleetion
of him, my mother settled in the Island of Portsea, where I was
educated at the Diocesan sehool. In my earliest days I had a natural
taste for external religion, regularly attending church, and often at
home aeting the part of a clergyman by dressing up and reading the
prayers and a sermon to the colleeted members of the household.
At this time I had the advantage on Sunday evenings of the ministry
of the Rev. J. Knapp, Viear of St. John's,Portsea, to whose chureh
I regularly walked a distanee of some miles, but knew nothing at
this time of my state as a sinner before God. After leaving sehoolat the request of my mother and only brother, who, being my senior
by ten years, always acted as a father to me, and whose death, only
a few weeks since, I am now bitterly lamenting-I was articled to
a solicitor at Chatham, but soon grew weary of the law, and my
natural feelings as to becoming a clergyman beeame so s'trong that
(fearing my health would give way), at great personal sacrifices to
themselves, my IRother and hrother got my articles cancelled, and
removed me to King's College, London, where after five years of
really hard work, first in the General Literature, and afterwards in
the Theological Department, I obtained a first class, and became a
Theological Associate of the CDllege.
"During this course of study it was that, under the sermons of
the Rev. \V. H. Krause, of Bethesda Chapel, Dublin, my eye, were
opened to see my state as a sinner before God, and then I began to
feel how utterly unfitted I was fol' the work of the ministl'Y. I was
much exercised, and knew not what to do, a.s I felt that to 'again ask
my widowed mother and brothel', who had not long entered into
bnsiness fol' himself, and consequently whose resources were hampered,
to help me to some other occupation, would he to place myself in
a position where I must expect refusal, whilst they would not understand the motives that prompted me to do so, and would only look
on me as, restless and changeable, I went through much exercise of
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mind at this time, and in my lodgings at Camberwell felt again and
again like Jehoshaphat of old when he said, 'We know not what to
do, but our eyes are unto Thee.' This went on for some time, till,
as a last resource, I begged the Lord to answer the prayer, 'What
wouldest Thou have me to do?' Feeling almost desperate, I
entreated the Lord to forgive me if I were doing wrong in asking
Him, \mder such trying circumstances, to permit me to open His Word
and light upon a passage that would give me His mind and will. And
never shall I forget the burden taken off my spirit when my eyes fell
upon the words, 'Now He that ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown' (2 Cm. ix.
10).

" I went on after this looking for a curacy under a free grace Vicar,
and glad was I to get a title from the Rev. James Prosser, Vicar of
Thame, a real lover of the truth. Then came a sore trial. At an
interview with Dr. Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford, I was refused
ordination unless I would consent to teach' Baptismal Regeneration.' .
To tlus, of course, I could not consent, and the sympathy of Mr.
Prosser with me at this time, as expressed in a touching letter he
wrote me, awoke such a feeling of love in my heart that his memory
is as dear to me to·day as ever. Under these circumstances I had to
look elsewhere for a title, which was given me by the Vicar of Worthington, in Leicestershire, an invalid clergyman living in Derhy. I was
ordained by the esteemed Dr. Davys, the then Bishop of Peterborough,
whose kindness to me at that time I shall never forget. It was my
dear mother's great desire to live to hear me preach; but God's ways
are not our ways, for the week heforc the Bishop's ordination I had
a telegram at Camberwell to hasten home, as she was taken very ill.
Suffice it to say she never recognized me, and I had .the painful duty
of accompanying her corpse from Portsea to ten miles the other side
of Salisbmy, where my father was buried, and then to go from Salisbury
to Peterborough for a three days' examination. How true it is, ' As
thy day is, so shall thy strength be.' My first sermon was preached at
the neighbouring parish of Breedon-on-the-Htlj, from the words,
, Salvation is of the Lord '.; and the same blessed Spirit that taught
me that truth then is still my Teacher. Consequently I have much
to be thankful for, that, unlike so many, e.g., John Berridge, I have
not to go upon any other lines than those I was led to follow from
the first; for, the older the child of God gets, the more precious he
feels a Covenant salvation to be.
"During my first curacy I became acquainted with one of the
choiqest men it has ever been my privilege to know-William
Rollestone-a name dear to many a child of God. This led to my
taking Ius curacy at Great Dalby, though two years he was absent
from the parish. I then went for a short time to tbe late Rev. T.
Jones's parish at Creaton, when, through the instrumentality of
the late Rev. J. C. Martin and the then Vicar of Portsmouth, I was
presented.by Winchester College to the living of Waterlooville. Being
•
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only seven miles from Portsmouth, it was my privilege whilst here
to form an intimate and close friendship with three of God's sent
servants at Southsea-the Rev. J. C. Martin, the Rev. B. D Aldwell,
and the Rev. F. Baldey.
"It would be tedious forme to enumerate the various changes of
my life. I have been privileged to be assistant minister with the late
Rev. W. Dunford, at· Brompton Episcopal Chapel, where the simple
testimony of God's free grace was listened to by such men as the late
Sir John Thwaites, the late Mrs. Lett, of Dulwich, aud many others,
some of whom, still alive, bear testimony to the sweet moments rich
in blessing which they enjoyed there. Only the past weck have I
had two such testimonies. I succeeded Dr. Wilkinson in the charge
of Snargate and Snave, Kent, and find myself to-day in a small parish
of forty people, a living given me by the lately deceased Bishop of
Southwell. I am not· a young man, but it is painful to feel that
outside my own family I have not a single parishioner that thoroughly
appreciates free grace teaching; one or two outside the parish, I
believe, enjoy it. For some wise purpose the Lord has sent me here,
and I desire to leave Him, Who is too wise to err, to fix the bounds
of my habitation."
AN APPRECIATION OF THE LATE REV. WILLIAM LUSH.
THE Church of God on earth is poorer through the sudden Home·call
given to the. venerable and beloved Rector of Stretton-en-le-Field,
the Rev. William Lu"h, who passed away on January 30th, after
about four days' illness, and whose mortal remains rest in his beautiful
chUl'chyard till the ResUl'rection Morn, now not far distant. Hisfriend, the Rev. Canon Brewer, Vicar of Old Hill, conducted the
service, on February 2nd, all the arrangements being characterized
by the simplicity and Christian consistency which marked the life
of our friend.
In view of our loss we say, " Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth ;
for the faithful fail from among the children of men." A minstry of
rema.rkable power, freshness, and sweetness has ended; from its
commencement to its close it exalted J esns Christ and Him crucified;
with much tenderness it was a searching and discriminating testimony.
The Covenant of grace, the love of 'our Triune God, and the necessity
of the work of. the Holy Ghost were always prominent.
'
Mr. Lush was ordained by the Bishop of Peterborough (Dl". Davys)
in 185f-l. His e"rlier appointments were in Leicestershire, then at
Waterlooville and J'ortsmouth, afterwards in Lincolnshire'and Kent,
until in 1903 he returned to the Midlands as Hector of Stretton near
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, where the Lord gave to him some precious souls
and built up not a few in the faith of God's elect.
For about a year-1869-70 he preached at Brompton Episcopal
Chapel, London, attracting a large congregation of those who valued
distinctive truth, the late Sir John Thwaites freque1\tly hearing him.
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Of late years his visits to the Metropolis were not frequent, his almost
total loss of sight rendering travelling diflicult. At Grove Chapel,
Camberwell, Streatley Hall, and the Aged Pilgrims' Homes he occasionally gave addresses at week-night services and anniversaries.
In 1863 he commenced' the publication of a monthly periodical
called "The Remembrancer "; it was continued till 18$7, and was
valued by all who love experimental truth. His knowledge of Hebrew
and Greek was such that it gave a special value to his expositions,
a few brief sentences in a sermon often shedding light upon a difficult
passage. " The greatest joy of my life is digging into God's Word,"
he wrote to a friend. One outstanding sermon, ill the memory of not
a few, was on Mephibosheth, who" did eat continually at the king's
table and was lame on both his feet," and another on " Th" City and
the 1>leasuring Line," was much blessed. His last sermons were
preached on Lord's day, Jannary 20th, from Colossiaris i. 12-14, and
Luke i. 6.
He wrote many valuable leaflets and poetry. Bold in contending
for" the faith once for all delivered to the saints," he was at the same
time of a retiring disposition. Impulsive and affectionate: ~ver
ready to serve others;. deeply imbued with the spirit of Toplarly,
Newt<ln, Berridge and the Puritans, we shall not look upon his
like again.
His life was extended to well-nigh eighty-three years; he leaves
a devoted widow and affectionate family, and Canon Brewer's text
on the day following the funeral, Revelation xiv. 12, 13, was indeed
suitable: "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."

J. E. H.
ANOTHER APPRECIATION.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-May I in a few words pay, as my beloved
father would wish me to do, my personal and grateful tribute to his
old and very dear friend, the Reverend William Lush, and may I do
this in the MAGAZINE, where anything from his pen has for many years
been warmly welcomed and greatly valued and blessed? I can only
thus briefly allude to that friendship begun in the Lord nearly fifty
years ago-never to end and only interrupted for the last sixteen
months-to the fellowship, and to the deep, loving reverence each
for the other's high spiritual attainments by grace, of these two of
the Lord's Great-hearts. Dear Mr. Lush's portrait and brief lifesketch appeared, as many of the readers will remember, in the January
MAGAZINE of 1905. Valiant for the Truth, his faithful proclamation
of the whole counsel of God must have always been "unto God a
sweet savour of Clirist." His ministry of spiritual comfort, encouragement, and Christ-like sympathy, by letter, was a remarkable oneone of the Lord's gracious gifts to us, not only in right hand years,
but throughout months of illness, sorrow, and, for us who are left,
desolating bereavement-letters written in ~he midst of his own heavy
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personal affiiction, many anxieties, and trials-brave letters, full of
the changeless Word of God. and the old, loved Gospel hymns-a·
truly blessed ministry, extended doubtless to many, and one which
will be most painfully missed. Whilst we love to think of their everlasting joy and peace, whilst we love to dwell on their ineffable happiness gazing, gazing in adoring, perfect, fearless love on the gloriously
beautiful face of their Only One, may we not pass by the solemn Voice
of God to us who are of Christ's Church Militant. May we be given
to lay to heart that the righteous are perishing from amongst us,
that" men of kindness-of Godliness," "merciful men," are taken
away, and may we mourn anillament because of it. These are the last
words to me of this faithful minister of Christ, less than two weeks
before he went Home: "The year has opeued not very brightly,
but I remember, as I doubt not you do, the hymn that begins, ' "'Then
gathering clouds around I view,' and remembering that we are journeying through a world of sin to fulness of joy, we must endeavour in
Christ to go on our way rejoicing." How nearly for him the journey
was over, ·llOw close" the fnlncss of joy," the hymn-a legacy. His
wife, his daughters (one of them ill for months) and his soldier sons
will .. eed the prayers--and the help-of the JAlrd's people.
Thauking yon for the courtesy of space.
.
Yours very sincerely,
February 7th, 1918.
Lu.y ORMISTON.
THE

GOSPEL

MAGAZINE FUND.

A 1'tEOENT rise of nearly 50 per cent in the cost of production, and the
very great increase in the price of paper, imposes upon the TrnsteCll
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a specially onerous financial burden while
these abnormal conditions continue.
They earnestly appeal therefore for the consideration and suppor1>
of the devoted readers of the Magazine, and would welcome Donations
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
They very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following sums :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
;Mr. W. J. Tiley
o 17 6 Miss E. A. Astbury .. 0 6 0
Mrs. E. Hockley
o 7 0 An Appreciative Reader
1 1 0
(per Miss R. Cowell) 0 6 0
Mrs. Peter
1 0 0 Mr. and Mrs. A. Hayles 1 1 0
il'Iiss Bower
o 4 0 Mr. C. Anderson
0 4 0
il'Iiss A. C. Barlow
10 0 0 Mr. W. Bennett
0 14 0
Mr. H. S. Woods
o 2 0 Miss A. Pool ..
2 2 0
Mr. G. A. Knighton
1 1 0 ilk B. Firminger
1 1 0
Mrs. M. Palmer
o
3
6
E.
and
C.
L.
A.
0
2 0
1If1'. G. A. Ormiston
... 0 10 6 J. B. J.
0 10 0
Mr. T. Vane
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Ed·itor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-What a blessed thing it is to testify of Hi,n "Who
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justificatiou " (Rom. iv. 25), and in this sweet and blessed work we earnestly
seek the kind fellowship of those who know Him of Whom the Apostle
speaks. The opportunities of the present. day are very precious,
and need to be "bought up," for the time of serviee is swiftly passing
away. Shall we not then seek to do what we can while we can 1
, From a Chaplain: "Vcry many thanks for the two splendid parcels
of Testaments and books which have reached me safely. It will
greatly assist us amongst the soldiers. It is impossible to calculate
the results of the work of these silent messengers."
From a Missionary: "We have received the parcels you so very
kindly sent. They came as a great surprise and will be very useful
to us. We are always in need, as so many mine-sweepers call for a
bundle before going to sea."
The Chaplain whose letter appears in the February number has now
returned home after a period of service at the front, and is now at a
large home camp. He writes: "For more than three years you have
sent me copies of the New Testament (pocket) for distribution amongst
H.M. troops. Of the good these have wrought only eternity will
reveal, when our Lord shall come to be admired iu all His saints.
I am now, as yo.u perceive, again in England. I have under my
official care over 1000 men, chiefly youths of eighteen years of age.
Last Sunday, when I.asked those who wished to have a copy of the
New Testament, and would promise to carry and read a copy if
presented with one, scores 'of men applied, whom I was unable to
supply. I determined therefore I would agaiu ask you if you could
help me, and promised the men, if possible, to supply those who failed
to obtain a Testament with a copy next Sunday. I trust, dear
brother, you are better in health." To this letter I responded with
a liberal supply of pocket Testaments for giving out to-morrow, the
first Lord's-day in February; and now that our friend, who has been
such a diligent and careful dist.ributor of the Word of God, is home
once more, I shall value the help of our friends to supply him with all
the copies he requires in his work as Chaplain to the Forces.
.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
,R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, February 2nd, 1918.
AND since nothing from without, and nothing from within, can
cause any 'Variableness in Him, His Word therefore will stand fast
for ever and ever.-William Rmnaine.
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.\arOUlHant lBeacon.
WAR-SHRINES, "CALVARIES," AND IDOLATRY.

J. W. WREN, OF' BEDFORD.
"Where/ore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry."-l COR. x. 14.

EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON BY PASTOR

WE are living in an age of charity, of great toleration, so much so
that we are called upon to sacrifice the truth for the sake of peace
and unity. Our ritualistic bishops say, "Peace, let ns live in peace."
But according to The English Churchman it means this: Let us all,
Roman Catholics and Protestants, Evangelicals and Ritualists, let
us all wlite, and live and work together in harmony and peace. The
Word of God teaches and commands just the contrary. One party is
of Christ and the other of Antichrist, and these two great adversaries
can never agree. Look at 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. "What agreement hath
the Temple of God with idols . . . Wherefore come ye out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing." The unclean thing is the idolatry in my text, the
idols of- which John, in his first letter, bids us beware. Idolatry is
called spiritual adultery, and idolaters had their high places of sin.
Ezekiel calls them" eminent places." I cannot speak more plainly
here, but search your Bibles and you will see why the Holy Ghost
has called idolatry by such horrible names. The Word of God
declares it unclean, and wicked, and its judgment is always corred.
Let us not sacrifice the Gospel of the grace of God for idols, nor for
anything else; let us stand firm, and avoid anything that will fritter
away this holy Gospel of God's infinite grace.
Some people think that to become an idolater we must renOWlce
the name of Jehovah, and of Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, and His
worship, and turn to something heathenish. But turn to Exodus
xxxii.: The -people came to Aaron and said, "Up, make us gods
[Elohim], which shall go before us: for, as for this Moses, the man
who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become
of-him." Aaron asked for their ear-rings and ornaments, " And he
received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a. graving tool,
after he had made it a molten calf: and he said, These by thy gods,
o Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." There
is no renouncing God's Name nor denying His hand in freeing them
from their captivity, aud in that calf they see their invisible J ehovah.
Jehovah, the challgeless I AM:, was the name with which Moses went
down into Egypt to bring them out from bondage. Aaron seemed
to find no difficulty in associating his golden calf with J ehovah the
Triune God. Just so to-day, men find no difficulty in using the
Name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost in their worship of idols.
I want you to look at the second commandment; no commandment
prohibiting any sin whatsoever is worded so strongly as that one.
" Thou shalt not make to thee any graven image, or the likeness of
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anything that is in the heaven above, or that is ·in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the' iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate Me, and showing mercy
unto thousands of them that Io.ve Me, and keep My commandments."
I had never connected the sin of idolatry with God's visitation of
sin upon the children until I was meditating upon this subject. God
speaks of no other sin in this connection, but of this only. The sin
of idolatry He will visit upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation. God says that all idolaters hate Him. and this is hidden
from the heart and conscience of the idolater. And to those that
love Him and keep His commandments, He will show mercy to a
thousand generations (Deut. vii. 9). Now turn to Jeremiah xvii. 1, 2 :
" The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point
of a diamond; it is graven upon the table of their heart, and upon
the horns of your altars, whilst their children remember their altars
and their groves by the green trees upon the high hills." God visits
the sin of idolatry upon a people by perpetuating it in their children,
who thus reap justly the double harvest of their own and their fathers'
sowings. God is not called a jealous God concerning any other sin
but idolatry!
(To be continued.)

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Anniversaries of the Society and its Homes are approaching,
and the Committee hope soon to announce the arrangements made;
it will be increasingly important, in these days of stress to secure
large gatherings, that the hands of the Executive may be strengthened
and united prayer offered to God for His blessing upon the Institution,
which for III years has been such a boon to thousands of the poor
and the aged of the Household of Faith.
Sales of Work have been arranged for at 33, De Crespigny Park,
Camberwell, by permission of Mr. and 1Iirs. McCarthy, on Thursday
afternoon, June 13th, and at our Hornsey Rise Home, ou Friday,
July 5th. Gifts of useful articles for sale will be thankfully received
by the ladies or at the office.
Visitors to oUl' Homes will be heartily welcomed and their presence
will cheer not a few of our aged pilgrims whose spirits are depressed
in these dark days, but who know the shelter of the chambers of the
love of our Covenant God. On March 31st the financial year of
the Society will close, and the Committee would be thankful to receive
all contributions that are payable before that date, in order that the
lleavy calls upon the funds may be fully met. Some of our Wal'illest
friends have recently passed away, and new annual subscribers are
110t numerous.
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War conditions and the increased cost of coals and the necessaries
of life accentuate the pressure upon our recipients and the Society.
The Committee are endeavouring to ameliorate hardships, as far
as possible, and are looking to the Lord graciously to incline the
hearts of our friends to help in this matter.
There are 1173 pensioners upon thl\ books. When they have paid
their rent, but a slender margin is left for the necessaries of life.
Under many a juniper tree has the Socicty found weary pilgrims and
has touched them with its sympathy, not merely saying to them,
Arise, and eat, but by its help putting supplies into their hands.
Under its wing the old man, no longer able to work, can enjoy some
degree of comfort; the widow can rest content, sure that, so long as
she needs it, her handful of meal will be found in the barrel and her
crose will not fail of its oil. Circumstantially as well as spiritnally
many a pensioner is a " bruised reed," bnt He Who" will not break"
holds each one dear to Himself; bent they are, and more than bent;
broken, though not broken off, yet they revive and blossom and bear
fnlit.
One of them writes; "I have been a. widow fifty years, bnt have
much to be thankful for. I retnrn my grateful thanks to the Society,
for all I have received from it for so long. I love God's word; it is
as sweet as ever, and I prove that I do Dot live by bread a.lone."
Personally and collectively we can say ;"My Shepherd doth supply my need;
J ehovah in His Name;
On pastures fresh He makes me feed,
Beside the living stream."

il{fhifU1~

anlJ jl,otiCffJ of 1I3ook~.

THE WAR, THE WORLD, AND THE WORD. By G. H. FROMOW. Pp. 16.
Price Id., post free, Ild.; 12 copies, 1/- post free. (HUNT,
BARNART) & CO. LTD., Aylesbury; or of G. H. FROMOW, 1, Wellesley Road, Chiswick, W.4.}
This ably-written and thonghtful pamphlet is divided into four
parts. Part I treats of "National Conditions and Prophetic Outlook." Part Il treats of "Islam and the War." Part III treats of
"Rome and the War." Part IV treats of" Israel and the 'Var." The
pamphlet is a reprint from The Protestant Observer. It is written by
one who feels the importance of prophetic enquiry, and desires to
stimulate God's people to give attention to its study. There are great
differences of view as to the interpretation of the prophetic Scriptures.
Present events indicate that God is using the war to fulfil some of His
revealed purposes, and it is not unlikely that the developments which
are taking place may lead many to abandon interpretations of prophecy
which have been tenaciously held. The teaching set forth in this
pamphlet is worthy of the unbiassed consideration of 3.11 who read it.
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