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Who comfortetb us in all our tribulation, that we may be a.ble to comfort them whieh an iD aD1
~uble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. L .,

SATISFACTION.

" He sa.tisfieth the longing soul."-PSALM cvii. 9.
" SATISFIETH !;' That speaks of satisfaction. "He satisfieth."
These words tell of the SATISFIER. "The longing soul." Here
we have a description of those whom He satisfies. There are
many who are dissatisfied, discontented, unhappy. They do not
enjoy peace of mind. They are not content, happy, satisfied.
Our LORD had these persons in mind when He said, "Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again" (John iv. 13). The
water of the well could give no permanent satisfaction, and it
therefore sets forth in 'figure the unsatisfying nature of sin, of
worldly pleasures, honours, wealth, and all earthly and material
things. Whosoever partaketh of these things will still feel
unsatisfied. They give momentary, but not permanent, pleasure.
The prophet Isaiah had these persons in mind when he said, " Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your
labour for that which satisfieth Dot? " (Isa. Iv. 2). Solomon had
the same class of persons in mind when he said, "The eye is not
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing" (Eccles. i. 8).
The sights and sounds of the world are temporary, fleeting, unsatisfying. "He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver;
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nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this also is vanity"
(Eccles. v. 10), We lately heard of one who began life a poor
man and died worth forty thousand pounds. He had to leave it
all behind him. "We brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out" (1 Tim. vi. 7). The benefits
of earthly wealth are only temporary, and sad indeed is the state
of that man whose happiness is wholly dependent on the abund·
- ance of earthly riches. There is, however, One Who can satisfy,
and there are persons whom He satisfies. "He satisfieth." The
LORD alone can give real and abiding satisfaction, and "He
satisfieth the longing soul." How few can be thus described!
The greater number have no longing for GOD, for the precious
truths of His Word or for the blessi.ngs of His salvation. They
cannot say, "He is all my salvation and all my desire." They
are dead in sin, and therefore are incapable of any spiritual longing.
A dead man has no wants. You may place before him a bOlliltiful
feast, but he has no appetite to partake the food and no power
to touch it. He has no hunger, because he has no life. So the
dead in tre-spasses and sins have no hunger and thirst after spiritual
blessings. The longing soul is therefore a living soul. A person
who is longing for pardon and peace has been awakened, quickened,
and regenerated by the HOLY GHOST. He has been made to
know his sinfumess and to realize his peril, and his longing for
the blessings of redemption is a sure indication that he is a subject
. of Divine grace, an object of Divine choice and of eternal life.
Blessed is the man who has a longing soul, for of such it is written,
" He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness." The great SATISFIER saith, ".Blessed are they which
do Iiunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled"
(Matt. v. 6). Be of good cheer, ye longing and hungry ones. Your
groanings are not hid from Him. "He will fulfil the desire of
them that fear Him: He also will hear their cry, and will help
them" (Psa. cx.lv. 19). You are weary with the burden of sin,
but the time will come when this promise shall be fulfilled in your
case-" J have satiated the weary soul, and J have replenished
every sorrowful soul" (Jer. xxxi. 25). The GOD Who hath made
you hungry is a GOD Who "hath filled the hungry with good
things," and He will satisfy your hunger. "The meek shall eat
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and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek Him: your
heart shall live for ever" (Psa. xxii. 26). Let us think of some of
the things wherewith the LORD satisfieth His longing people.
1. He satisfies them with Himself.
A longing soul once wrote, " 0 GOD, Thou art my GOD; early
will J seek Thee: my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth
for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is." It was
for GOD Himself that David longed, and he goes on to say, "My
soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth
shall praise Thee with joyful lips: when J remember Thee upon
my bed, and meditate on Thee in the night watches" (Psa. lxiii.
1, 5, 6). When J remember Thee, and when J meditate on Thee,
then I shall be satisfied. If you remember a dear friend, you
naturally associate with the recollection of his person all the excellencies of his character, and that gives you a measure of satisfaction
and delight. So when you remember your covenant GOD, you call
to mind at the same time all His covenant mercies. You remember
His. eternal love, His electing mercy, His redeeming grace, His
regenerating power, and His abundant pardon. You call to mind
how He has adopted you into His family, made provision for all
your necessities, and how He daily keeps you by His strength.
You think of His Divine attributes and of His exceeding great
and precious promises, and as you thus meditate upon Him your
soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness. The LORD Himself
is the portion of His people. He is the strength of their hearts
and their portion for ever. They are satisfied with Him.
2. He satisfies them with His goodness.
"My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, saith the
LORD" (Jer. xxxi. 14). The goodness of the LORD to His people
fills them with satisfaction. Oh, how great is His goodness whIch
He has laid up for them that fear Him! And as He daily dispenses
His goodness to them their longings are satisfied. "The LORD is
good unto them that wait upon Him, to the soul that seeketh Him"
(Lam. iii. 25). His goodness shall follow them all the days of
their lives, and it is manifested in a variety of ways and often at
unexpected times and by means of unlooked-for instrumentalities.
So impressed are they with His goodness that the Psalmist says,
" They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness,
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shall
sing of Thy righteousness" (Psa. cxlv. 7). The goodness
.
.
of His house gives them satisfaction. " We shall be satisfied with
the goodness of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple" (Psa. !xv. 4).
The furniture of His house all spake of His goodness. The altar
spake of His atoning goodness, the laver of His regenerating goodness, the shewbread of His feeding goodness, the lamp of His
enlightening goodness, the incense of Hi~ prayer-hearing goodness,
the mercy-seat of His pardoning goodness, His dwelling between
the cherubim, of His indwelling goodness. Thus the Psalmist
says, "They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of
Thy house; and Thou shalt make them drink of the river of
Thy pleasures" (Psa. xxxvi. 8).
3. He satisfies them with temporal blessings.
While we are here our bodies need bread to eat and raiment to
put on, and our gracious GOD knoweth that we have need of these
things, and He is concerned that our needs shall be supplied. He
gives meat in due season to all His creatures. He opens His hand
and satisfies the desire of every living thing (Psa. cxlv. 15, 16).
But He specially cares for the members of His redeemed family.
The children of Zion are the objects of His peculiar care. He
says, "I will abundantly bless her provision: I. will satisfy her
poor with bread" (Psa. cxxxii. 15). How faithful He was in
this respect to His people Israel in the wilderness! Hl;l" satisfied
them with the bread of heaven." He" rained down manna upon
them to eat," and gave them "the corn of heaven." "He sent
them meat to the fu,ll" (Psalms cv. 40; !xxviii. 24, 25). He is no
less gracious and bountiful to His people to-day. He Who hath
" chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom," will assuredly provide for their temporal wants. He is a
GOD "Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Psa. ciii. 5).
"He that has made my heaven secure,
Will here all good provide;
While Christ is rich, can J be poor ~
What can J. want beside 1 "
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" The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly
of the wicked shall want" (Prov. xiii. 25). Not only, however, in
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times of plenty doth the LORD satisfy the desires of· His people.
He is equal to their case in times of scarcity. "They shall not
be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall
be satisfied" (Psa. xxxvii. 19).
"Fear Him, ye saints! and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delightYOifr wants shall be His care."
4. Lastly, He satisfies them with resurrection blessedness.
The people of. GOD look forward with hope to the return of
their LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. They expect to see His
face and to be with Him for ever in everlasting blessedness.
Accordingly, with David they say, " As for me, I will behold Thy
face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
Thy likeness" (Psa. xvii, 15). When the LORD descends from
heaven the dead in CHRH,T shall rise from the grave. They will
then be fully conformed to His likeness in body, mind, and soul.
He will change their vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body. As they have borne the image of the earthly,
they shall also bear the image' of the heavenly. They are predestinated to be conformed to the image of GOD'S SON. When
they awake, they will awake with His likeness. "Beloved, now
are we the sons of GOD, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
\
Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2). Then we
shall be satisfied. Our cup of bliss will be full to the brim-nay,
we shall be able to say, "My cup runneth over." We shall for
ever have done with sin, with sorrow, with pain, and with death.
But not only will CHRIST'S glorified members be satisfied, but He,
their glorified Head, will be satisfied also. "He shall see of the
travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11). Blessed
and glorious time when with a heart fully satisfied He, with all
His redeemed people gathered round Him, will be able to say,
"Behold I and the children which GOD hath given Me" (Heb. ii.13).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, N or/olk.

THE EDITOR.

98

The Gospel Magazine

"BELOVED, BE MINDFUL."
~'

Beloved . . . Be mindful . . . Be not ignorant . . . Be diligent
. . . B=are."-2 PETER iii. 1, 2, 8, 14, 17.

WE learn from the opening verse of this epistle that it was written
to them that had obtained precious faith in the righteousness of
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ. (See R.V.) It was thus written
to believers, to those' who through Divine grace had faith in the
blood and righteousness of their Divine Saviour. The four exhortations therefore which occur in the third chapter are addressed
to God's children. The Apostle addresses them with Christian
affection. "Beloved, be mindful," "Beloved, be not ignorant,"
"Beloved, be diligent," "Beloved, beware." The Apostle loved
the Lord's people to whom he was writing. Four times he speaks
of them as "beloved," and he also uses the same endearing term
of the Apostle Paul in the words, "Our beloved brother Paul"
(chap. iii. 15). Warm, real, and constant affection should be felt
by God's people towards each other. Effusive terms of endearment should be used sparingly, lest they should express more than
is "really felt; but real love for the brethren should ever characterize
the children of God. "This commandment have we from Him,
that he who loveth God love his brother also" (1 John iv. 21).
The four exhortations which the Apostle Peter addresses to God's
people are as necessary now as at the time when they were originally
given. Let us consider them in the order in which they occur.
1. Beloved, be mindful.
The Revised Version translates the words" be mindful" by
"remember." " Ye should remember." We are prone to forget
the precious truths which have been communicated to us. Hence
we need to be stirred up to exercise our memories and to be mindful
of the faith once for all delivered to the saints.
We need to be mindful of, or to remember, the teachi'Y}g of the Old
Testament Scriptures.
"Be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the
holy prophets." These were the men who wrote the books of the
Old Testament. Their combined testimony is called the "sure
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word of prophecy." All their writings were inspired and therefore
prophetic. They were' either the inspired telling-forth of Divine
truth, or the inspired foretelling of future events. In both cases
their "prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost"
(2 Pet. i. 19, 21). Seeing, then, that the written words of these
holy prophets are really the words of God the Holy Ghost, we should
specially remember them and be mindful of them. They should be
stored up in our minds and hid in our hearts, so that we may thereby
be preserved from sin and error. We do well to take heed to the
sure word of prophecy. It is a light to God's people that shineth
in a dark place, and it will go on shining until the day dawn and the
Day Star arise. German critics and their English followers would
have us regard much of the work of these holy prophets as fabulous
and legendary. They would have us reject as untruthful the great
supernatural events recorded by them and the wonderful prophecies of future events which they have written. We prefer, however,
to be guided by the inspired Apostle Peter. He exhorts us to
remember and to take heed to the words which these holy men of
God spake. We who are the Lord's people need to listen to this
apostolic exhortation. The Old Testament as well as the New is
intended to be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path, and
blessed are they who prayerfully read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest these sacred Writings,
We need to be mindful also of the teaching of the N ell' Testament.
" Ye should remember . . . the commandment of the Lord and
Saviour through your apostles" (2 Pet. iii. 2, R.V.). The teachings
of our Lord Jesus Christ, given when on earth, and communicated
to us through the apostles in the Gospels, Epistles, and other New
Testament writings, are to be remembered. We are to treasure
them up and take heed to them. "He Whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God" (John iii. 34). That is how our Lord's
testimony is referred to. "My doctrine," He said, " is not Mine,
but His That sent Me" (John vii. 16). He made provision that
the Holy Ghost should teach His apostles all things, and bring all
things to their remembrance, whatsoever He had said to them.
That Spirit would guide them into all truth, and would show them
things to come (John xiv. 26; xvi. 13-15). Hence their testimony
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as well as that of the holy prophets of the Old Testament would be
inspired. The teaching of Christ was to be their teaching, and
disciples in all nations were to be taught to observe all things whatsoever Christ had commanded the apostles (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20).
We must be mindful, then, of the teaching of all the Scriptures.
The writings of the New Testament are Scripture. Referring to
Paul's epistles, Peter says, " in which are some things hard to be
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as
they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction" (2 Pet.
iii. 15, 16). Paul's epistles, then, were on a level with the Old
Testament writings. The whole Bible therefore is inspired. "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God," and all Scripture is
profitable and needful for the man of God. Beloved Christian
reader, if thou art to be proof against the errors of the closing
days of this dispensation, thou must be mindful of the teaching of
that Word which is for ever settled in heaven. Thou must keep it
in memory. Thou must take it into thine hand as the sword of
the Spirit, and thou must become skilful in its use.
2. Beloved, be not ignorant.
The R.V. has in verse 8, "forget not" instead of "be not
ignorant." "Forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day." We need to remember this truth and to be not ignorant of
it because" there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own luSts, a~d saying, Where is the promise of His coming ~
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as tliey were
from the beginning of the creation" (2 Pet. iii. 3, 4). This assertion
of the scoffers is untrue. " They wilfully forget that there were
heavens from of old, and an earth compacted out of water and
amidst water, by the word of God; by which means the world
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished" (w. 5, 6).
In view, then, of the mighty change which took place at the
Flood, how can they say, " All things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation "~ Moreover, because the promise
of Christ's coming has been long delayed, that is no ground for
supposing it will never be fulfilled. Much less should it be the
occasion of ridiculing the truth of the promise. The promise of
Christ's Second Advent will be fulfilled at the appointed time; God
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never is before His time and never is behind. Christ is to sit at His
Father's right hand until His enemies be made the footstool of His
feet. As soon as that series of events has taken place which will
issue in His enemies being ripe for their predestined overthrow,
then He will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the Archangel and the trump of God. The heaven must receive
Him till the times of the restitution of all things (Acts iii. 21). If
the Lord's promised coming seems long in taking place, we must
remember that a thousand years in His sight are but as yesterday
(Psalm xc. 4). From the Lord's point of view, therefore, only
about two days have elapsed since the Lord Jesus said, "I will
come again and receive you unto Myself." We must not be
ignorant or forgetful of this fact, beloved. We may be sure that
" the Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count
slackness." The Lord Jesus always keeps His promise in mind.
He is always expecting the moment to arrive when His enemies
shall be made His footstool (Heb. x. 13). But He has no intention
of returning until His elect are gathered in. He is visiting the
Gentiles" to take out of them a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14),
and He is IOl).gsuffering to usward-His whole Church-not willing
that any of us should perish, but that all of us-the members of His'
mystical body-should come to the knowledge of the truth. "But
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night," in spite of
what the scoffers say. And the ultimate result of the coming of
that day will be that" the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also,
and the works that are therein, shall be burned up " (v. 10). Some
explain that the day of the Lord is a long period, that at its commencement His people are welcomed into His everlasting kingdom,
and that at its close the'heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
the earth and its works shall be burned up, and that then there will
be new heavens and a new earth.' Rev. xx. and xxi. is referred to
in support of this explanation. In any case there can be no question that a day is comiD.g when all man's magnificent ecclesiastical
and secular buildings, and all his splendid works of art, shall be
thought so little of by the God Whose word is so much set at nought,
that they will all be burned up and swept away. Moreover, when
the ungodly sha~ be saying, Peace and safety, sudden_destruction.
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shall come upon them. Not so the people of God. That day shall
not overtake them as a thief. It will. not come unexpectedly to
them. That day to them will be a day of redemption. For God
hath not appointed them to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thess. v. 1-10.)
Beloved, for your comfort, be not ignorant of the truth that the
Lord will be true to His promise. " Yet a little while [long though
it may seem to us], and He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry" (Heb. x. 37).
3. Beloved, be diligent.
We have seen that the ultimate result of the Lord's coming will
be the passing away of the old heavens and the burning up of the
earth .and all the works that are therein. These 'are stupendous
and solemnizing events. "The heavens shall vanish away like
smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment." "They shall
perish," but He Who created them shall endure" (Isa. li. 6; Psalm
cii. 25, 26). The knowledge that these marvellous events shall
take place should stimulate God's people to greater holiness of
walk. "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness" (2 Pet. iii. ll). But though the present heaven and
earth shall pass away, there will be a new heaven and a new
earth. "Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind." These
shall abide and remain (Isa.lxv.17 ; lxvi. 22; Rev. xx. ll; xxi. 1).
The Apostle Peter fully believed in the Old Testament promise of
a new heaven and a new earth, and hence he says, "We, according
to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness." But he adds, "Wherefore, beloved,
seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be
found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless" (2 Pet. iii.
13, 14). We are looking for the Lord to come. We are looking for
the day of the Lord to dawn. We are looking for new heavens and
a new earth. Tn view of these great anticipations let us give diligence that when He comes He may find us in peace among ourselves, and in peace of mind-the peace that passeth understanding.
Let us give diligence that by His all-sufficient grace we may.keep
ourselves unspotted from the world. Let us give diligence that
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when He comes He may find us walking blamelessly and harmlessly,
as " the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation" seeking to shine as lights in the world (Phil. ii. 15).
4. Beloved, beware!
" Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before,
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked,
fall from your own stedfastness" (2 Pet. iii. 17). There are those
who are unlearned and unstable who wrest the Scriptures unto
their own destruction. Beware lest ye are temporarily led away
by these false teachers. Ye know these things beforehand. False
Christs and false prophets shall arise. They shall even show great
signs and wonders. But we must not be deluded by these men
and by the wonderful things of Satanic orgin which they will be
allowed to do. Our Lord warns us of this. He says, " Behold, I
have told you before" (Matt. xxiv. 24, 25). So We know beforehand that scoffers will arise who will ridicule the doctrine of the
Lord's coming, and deny that God has intervened in the natural
order of things in the past. We know, too, that the Lord's coming,
though long delayed, is certain to take place, and that the Lord is
not slack concerning His promise. We know also that the old
heavens and the old earth are to perish, and that new heavens and
a new earth are to take their place. Keep close then to the exact,
the infallible, the inspired Scriptures. Beware of even temporarily
receiving those teachings which cannot be proved by most certain
warrants of Holy Scripture. Instead of being led away with the
error of wicked men, seek to grow in the experience of that grace of
which Christ is the Divine Author, and to increase in that knowledge of which Christ is the Divine Object. "To Him be glory
both now and for ever. Amen" (2 Pet. iii. 18).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

"FOR some forty years, nearly every night, I have finished my
broken prayers with telling my soul, 'The eternal God is thy refuge,
and underneath are the everlasting arms,' and let the worry of the
day have been what it may, the plague of the heart ever so great
and unbearable, I have, nevertheless, fallen asleep right away."W. W. Winter.
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'lJilgtitn lJapetf5.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have for
my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only 1 give thanks,
but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is
in their house."-RoMANs xvi. 3-5.
IN this love-greeting of the Apostle we have the gracious histcry,
highly condensed, of the man Aquila and his wife Priscilla, in whom
St. Paul could joy and rejoice as having espoused them unto Christ.
It was in the all-wise ordering of Providence that when the Apostle
" departed from Athens, and came to Cornith," he " found a certain
Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his
wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to
depart from Rome), and came unto them." Claudius may imperiously
command and think to drive out all Jews from his Roman Empirebut they are but led, not driven. These two were led to where the
Lord's dear servant would meet with them, and be His honoured
instrument doubtless of delivering unto them the Gospel of Jesus.
,Christ, and of causing them to be knit together in the love of Jesus,
in that unspeakably precious bond which only they can rejoice in
who have thus been used of God. And the Holy Ghost has kept,
His eye upon this man and his wife, and although the allusions to
them are brief, they are sufficient for us to gather the sweet truth,
that together they adorned the doctrines, and were ornaments of the
Church of Christ, and brought much joy to the Apostle's heart.
A sirople reason, "because he was of the same craft," is adduced
that the Apostle should abide with them; and he "wrought, for by
their occupation they were tent-makers." This suggests the humility
of the Apostle and his ,consistency of life and conduct. As he says
in another place, "Ye yourselves know that these hands have ministered unto my necessities."
He had been burdensome to none. What a high privilege also
was bestowed upon this man and his wife, that they should be thus.
permitted to entertain the great Apostle of the Gentiles! How consistent this manual labour of the Apostle's was with his teaching,
is verified in his letter to the Thessalonians, where he writes: "When
we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not,
work, neither should he eat." And to the Corinthians he wrote:
"We have no certain dwelling-place: and labour working with
our own hands." Again," I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself." It was not that he need
have worked, for he well knew that the Lord hath "ordained that
they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel"; but he
would set forth all consistency of conduct and lllode of life to save
young and new converts, and pull down prejudices and erroneous.
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teaching in others; knowing well that for the Lord's labourers there
was no idleness, no place for slackness nor for self-indulgence.
It is a lovely picture, fraught with sweet simplicity, and should
teach us the less.on of contentment 'with our lot and of doing the will
of God therein. He can make drudgery Divine if He so choose. There
'in that abode sat the great Apostle of the Gentiles with these two,
stitching together the skins of animals which were to form some
leathern tents or coverings, probably for the Roman army, or for
a temporary home for those who were further away from city life.
In these" circular tents, the frame-work of which was made of willowlaths fastened by leathern thongs," the inhabitants were immune
from weather, and thus the trade followed by the Apostle and his
friends was both honourable and useful; whilst in their unbounded
love toward him they gladly gave him shelter and welcome, and all
the loving entertainment within their ability. This home of Aquila
and Priscilla became a centre for the followers of Jesus. We read
in 1 Cor. xvi. 19, "The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and
Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their
house." Such a favour and honour to be allowed to minister unto
the saints. All prejudice removed; all Jewish traditions and religious
ceremonies swept. away; these humble-hearted Christians addict
themselves unto the ministry, and prove their sure passing from
death unto life by their love to the brethren. Moreover, they were
deeply taught in the doctrines of the Word, and were used of God in
teaching others. We read how when" Paul after this tanied there" .
(Achaia) "yet a good while, and then took his leave of the brethren
and sailed thence into Syria, and with him PrisciIla and Aquila,"
. . . he came to Ephesus, and left them there. They besought him
to tarry longer with them, but he consented not, and sailed from
Ephesus. A speaker at Ashley Down, on the recent anniversary,.
reminded God's children to "wait for God's intervaL" How often,
when there is a pause or perplexing spot reached in our pilgrimage
journey, we grow dismayed and are filled with. wonder and fear.
Doubtless these dear servants of the Lord dreaded being parted from
the Apostle whom they had grown to love and lean upon. They
would gladly have proceeded with him, but he neither remained with
them at this juncture, nor took them with him. The sequel shows
how our God orders all the steps and stops of His people, and has
purposes of love toward them to the enhancing of His own glory.
Thus Paul journeys on, and Aquila and· his wife remain. They are
where the Lord intended them to be. Then" a certain Jew, named.
Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the
Scriptures, came to Ephesus." Oh, the perfect weaving of our threads.
of life. How all works out in the Divinely perfect mind and Will,
and brings mighty things to pass! Yes, they are there waiting for
him though they knew it not, and he is brought to where these are
to hear him in the synagogue and whom, "when they had heard, they
took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more
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perfectly," with such gracious results that when the same Apollos,
eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures, was" disposed to pass into
Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him :
who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through
grace: for he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing
by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ." Such was the perfect
"gift of God," that growth in grace was a sweet and .evidential mark
of sonship in these Christians who believed, and were enabled to teach
others.
In his absence from his friends the Apostle would enjoin his beloved son in the faith, the yonng Timothy, to "salute Priscilla and
Aquila," whilst as we have before quoted, in his epistle to the Corinthians, he joins their greeting with his own, and as that was five years
later than at the time when he abode with them, it tells us how they
had stood firm in the Lord-steadfast and unmovable, and were
always abounding in the work of the Lord-with grace-sustained
hearts and lives.
And there are some such to-day, .thank God! There are here and
there the two's and three's, or the solitary one's, in the household
whom grace has marked off, and made to differ from those around
them, and who are kept quietly and consistently adorning by grace
the doctrines of Christ; who are meeting, and together mingling
their prayers and praises, or holding sweet fellowship one with the
other in the Lord. There is a Lydia here and there, whose graceopened heart constrains the disciples to turn in and tarry in her house:
There are those who take joyfnlly the spoiling of their goods for the
cause of Christ and the advancement of His kingdom. These two
disciples were humble enough-themselves following a trade. But
they were mighty in the Scriptures, and thus spiritually usefnl. How
emulently the Lord teaches as none other! and how He takes a son
or daughter in hand, that in such His power shall be known and seen!
This dear man and his wife had spiritual knowledge and insight into
holy Scripture so imparted to them that they in turn were enabled to
teach others; and not only those of the humbler class, but such a
great one as·" a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an
eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures." We read (Acts xviii.
24--26) of how" this man was instructed ill the way of the Lord; and
beillg fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things
of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. AJ.ld he began to
speak boldly ill the synagogue, whom when Aquila and Priscilla
had heard, they to9k him unto them, and expounded lUlto him the
way of God more perfectly." These two dear people were indeed
taught of God. They had been highly favoured with the friendship
and fellowship of the Apostle. Doubtless as they worked with their
hands they spake of Jesus and the things which accompany His Salvation. They had hung. upon the Apostle's words and had entered
deeply into the great and glorious doctrines of the Word which he
could by the Divine Teacher so ably set forth. Paul had" reasoned
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and persuaded" and taught in the synagogue. He had" continued
there a year and six months teaching the Word of God among them"
(the Corinthians), and when he went forward it was to "strengthen
the brethren." So they had heard the Word with gladness; received
it in meekness, and their hearing, being mixed with faith, had brought
forth fruit, and they had grown in grace and in the knowledge of
Christ Jesus their Lord. Thus being strengthened, built-up, and
edified in their most holy faith, they were enabled to give to their
brethren a reason of the hope that was in them, and speak to them
of the great, high, and holy truths of the precious Word which had
built them up and given them "an inheritance among them that
are sanctified."
And oh! what privileges likewise are ours, brethren! We too
have the Gospel preached in all its simplicity and fulness. We too
have the rich provision of the means of grace and the sweet fellowship
of the saints. We have the open Word of God likewise. Do we
use our gifts and privileges aright ~ Do they exercise us in our daily
walk and warfare ~ Do they strengthen us and arm us against temptation and aflliction, disapyointments and trials: and do they supply
us with the one weapon needed for contending earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints ~ Do they search us and cause us to
search ourselves ~ For when we are in our right minds we should
be content to be searched thereby. Do they create in us a happy
picture of that good and pleasant thing which the Divine Author
of our life loves to see, His brethren "dwelling together in unity " ~
It is a blessed fruit, and it delights the heart of Jesus, and has worked
so sacredly in His children. No wonder that the Apostle sent his
loving greetings: "Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ
Jesus: who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom
not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles"
(Rom. xvi. 3, 4).
He spoke of their love and devotion, and whilst his sufferings had
been great and many, how it must have cheered his heart to realize
their love to him in the Lord! Here were two followers of Jesus,
who so loved His members that they would gladly have laid down
their lives and died in the place of one of them. Grace and love must
have been in strong and lively exercise indeed in them that they were
ready to die if only their beloved Apostle could live.
Then again the last time we find these two dear servants of God
mentioned is in 1 Cor. xvi. 19: "The churches in Asia salute you.
Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church
that is in their house." So these gracious personB are found following
in the ways of the Lord; addicting themselves to the ministry and to
the ministering' of the saints; loving the brethren and gathering
together" in their house" members of the One Living and only Church
of Christ. They had evinced marked growth in grace and Divine
realities. They are now coupled with the great Apostle of the Gentiles
in his salutation, so highly did that dear, meek, grace-taught servant
8
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of God estimate them. And they now had a church in their house,
the seed plant of many whose names were in the Book of Life and
whose praise doubtless was in all the churches. Brought out ot all
their heathen surroundings, convinced of no salvation but in Jesus,
they are with a few humble-hearted believers, over whom the Apostle
took the charge and lovingly exhorted and comfort<ld and charged
everyone of them as a father doth his children, that they would
walk worthily of God, who had called them unto His kingdom and
glory. A few names, a humble household, but they were citizens
of no mean city. God,_ their Lord, was not ashamed to own them as
brethren. Their names were emblazoned on His Royal Breastplate,
and they would presently shine in His kingdom, and as jewels in
Emmanuel's Crown, "as the stars for ever and ever."
Let us learn, dear readers, by these things! If the Holy Spirit
keeps His eye upon and guides our minds to such and such characters
in the Holy Word of God, and bids us follow their careers, and look
out their goings, and gracious actings, we may depend upon it, there
are lessons therein for us. May we seek thus to emulate one another:
to love as these brethren did: in honour to, prefer one another: and
to covet that high and holy and blessed privilege of washing one
another's feet.
.. As the purchase of Thy blood
May we seek each other's good;
And be it our great concern,
Thee to view, of Thee to learn.
l\1ay we mourn with those that mourn,
Make each other's cause our own,
Ever keeping this in mind,

We are to each other joined.
Flesh of flesh, and bone of bone,
With the King of Glory one:
Of one body each a part,
JeallS, make us one in heart.

King of kings, enthroned above,
Come and shed abroad Thy love;
}<'iIl us with that source of joy,
Which ca.n never. never cloy."

R.
" THERE has been too much going away from the Bible; too much
relegating. God to a second place; too much consideration shown to
mock religions, and far too much new theology. Some people would
extirpate German influence from trade, commerce, and finance; we
want to see it extirpated from universities and schools and pulpits,
and the sooner the better. For ourselves, we prefer the Apostles of
Judea to the professors of Germany, and the revealed Word of God
to the speculations of science."-The late Sir Ernest Tritton.
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A FATHER'S EAR.
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY'LE,PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I w·ill answer: and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear."-IsAIAH lxv. 24.

THIS Old Testament chapter, dear friends, speaks of Gospel times.
We are not left in any doubt as to this if we compare it with the 10th
chapter of Romans; in the 20th and 21st verses, Paul, by the Holy
Spirit, quotes the 1st and 2nd verses of our chapter. "But Esaias
is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought Me not;
I was made manifest unto them that asked not after Me. But to
Israel He saith, All day long I have stretched forth My hands unto
a disobedient and gainsaying people." We are to .take the words,
therefore, as applying to Gentile times, to the time of l;iospel rejection
by the Jews. We see a confirmation of this in reading the Acts of
the Apostles, the inspired account of how the Jews rejected the Gospel,
that Gospel which was received by the Gentiles. So that, bearing
this in mind, we see the words of onr text in application to ourselves.
When they were penned" the way into the Holiest of all was not yet
made manifest," Heb. ix. 8. The Temple had a recognized standing
in the Government of God, bnt when Jesus bowed His blessed head
on the Cross the veil of the' Temple was rent in twain from the top
to the bottom, and the way into the Holiest was opened up. The better
way through the preaching of the Word has been opened up, so that
all who come find acceptance, "through. this Man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins." There is the declaration, Divine, not
human, but that which abideth for ever. "Whosoever shall call
upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved. For there is no difference
between the Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich untoall that call upon Him." This Scripture then of our text has a special
reference to this Gospel day. "And it shall come to pass, that before
they call, I will answer: and while they are yet speaking, I will hear."
It is the privilege of every believer here to-night to claim this blessed
truth, this blessed promise, and to plead it with the Lord. How is
this marvellous thing bronght about? The secret of it is this-all
true prayer is the gift of God, and God never plants a spiritual desire
in the heart without recording a gracious answer. "It shall come
to pass." His purposes always come to pass, His plans never fail.
What an encou~agement then is this to come to the Till'one of Grace
and to know that He, the great Jehovah, has already purposed in His
heart to grant the blessing. Now, beloved hearers, what are your
petitions? what are your desires? Whatever they be, granted they
come from God, He has prepared a gracious answer. The Lord has
anticipated all hindrances which might be considered sufficient to
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prevent the answer; the God of the promise is also the God of circum·
stances. David says, I found a prayer in my heart. Why ~ Because
the Lord placed it there. "It shall come to pass."
How acute must be the' Divine Ear-" Before they call, I will answer."
Let us turn to the 1st Epistle of Peter, the 12th verse of the 3rd chapter,
and read these words full of assurance, relief, and comfort to burdened
souls: "For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears
into their prayers." There is no "are open" in the Greek. Oh,
dear friends, when the Lord draws nigh to them that are of a broken
heart, nearer He cannot be-His ear" into their prayers." Their
petitions are simple, and it is right they should be, and the Lord fiuds
His pleasure in. the simple utterances of His children, and also in those
petitions that are wordless-groanings that cannot be uttered; He
knows the meaning. Be at the mercy-seat, dear child of God, dear
broken-hearted child of God, if you cannot utter a word-be there,
be there, and you shall be blessed indeed. "Let Me see thy countenance, let Me hear thy voice." This is Jesus speaking to His people
at the Mercy-seat. We think and feel there can be no music in voices
like ours. Ah, but the Lord says, "Sweet, sweet is thy voice." Oh,
let us see that our hearts are tuned, let us come to the Throne of Grace
on the ground of His faithfulness. Remember you are coming to
a King; bring with you large petitions. Is anything too hard for
Him ~ Is anything too hard for Him Who took the Son of His love
out of His bosom to give Him up to be a sacrifice for sinners ~ If He
did this hardest of hard things, is there anything He will not, can not
do ~ "While they are yet speaking, I will hear." Oh, the tenderness
of the Father's heart. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him."
" Nothing in my hand I bringSimply to Thyself I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the Fountain f1y, Wash me, Saviour, or I die" ;
and these are the petitions in which He finds His delight. Ask-that
is a measure of prayer. Seek-that is a fuller measure of prayer.
Knock-that is a greater measure of prayer. Oh, may the Lord give
us grace ever to go to Him with empty vessels.
Turn with me, dear friends, to the 33rd Psalm, and the 11th verse.
" The counsel of the Lord stalldeth for ever, the thoughts ot His heart
to all generations." How good of the Lord it is to speak to us in
human language-" the thoughts of His heart," thoughts of love,
and Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all united in this. We see the
quickness of His ear. We see the tenderness of His heart. We see
the power of His performing hand. What the Lord gives He gives
with all His heart, and you need never be anxious as to the Lord's
ability. "Unto Him Who is able." His hand is never weary, His
ear is never heavy, He never slumbers nor sleeps. Why should we

.
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ever fear ~ These fears of OUIS are our sinful infirmities; let us confess them at the Mercy-seat. He abideth faithful. He cannot deny
Himself. "It shall com(\ to pass, that before they call, I will answer .and while they are yet speaking, I will hear."
"IF .MY PEOPLE

"

" When thou art in tribulation, arul all these things are come upon thee,
e'!en in the latter days; if thou turn to the Lord thy God, arul shalt
be obedient unto His Voice: (for the Lord thy God is a merciful
God;) He will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the
Covenant of thy fathers which He sware unto them."-DEUTERONOMY
iv. 30, 3I.
(Continued from page 32.)

we dwelt on some national and individual cares when the
Lord heard His people cry and saw their repentance for sin, and turned
back to them according to His mercy. There are many other iuteresting and instructive instances in the Word of God of a similar kind.
May the writer of that Word, the Holy Spirit, enlighten us now while
we consider two or three more histories.
We closed last month's paper with Solomon, his God-honouring and
consequently prosperous reign. Now let us look at that of Jehoshaphat,
in part a contrast. 2 Chron. xvii. tells us this: "He strengthened
himself against his enemies," and the Lord was with [him] because he
. . . sought not unto Baalim, but sought to the God of his father, and
walked in His commandments, and not after the doings of Israel," etc.
(00. 1-13). But when he had riches and honour in abundance, he
" joined affinity with Ahab" (xviii. 1). Ahab was one of the most godless, wicked kings, hence from that time Jehoshaphat had trouble. Yet
repeatedly he turned back to the Lord and was spared accordingly
(see chaps. xix. and xx.). Later, however, he indulged, to his cost, in
another unholy alliance. He chose to "join himself with Ahaziah,
king of Israel, who did very wickedly" (xx. 35). These two kings,
like Solomon, "made ships to go to Tarshish." But contrary 00
Solomon's successful shipping and commerce, J ehoshaphat was told,
"The Lord hath broken thy works." Why ~ "The ships were
broken, they were not able to go," because he had" joined [himself]
with Ahaziah " (xx. 36, 37). Nor was the nation 80 abundantly blest,
and the reason is stated. It was idolatry and prayerlessness. For we
read, "Howbeit the high places were not taken away, for as yet the
people had not prepared their hearts unto the God of their fathers"
(v. 33). When idolatry was either permitted, or openly encouraged and
practised, national decline invariably followed. It ever has been so,
and it ever will be! Our God is a jealous God. England is giving way
increasingly to idolatry, and as a nation we are terribly declining in
consequence. Our "Var Shrines are one instance of it, and they are a
crying shame to us in a professedly Protestant, godly country. Let us
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up at once and put them down if we desire or expect the Lord to, save
us. Crucifixes, images of the Virgin Mary, and other so·called saints
adorn (1) many of these shrines, while prayers for the dead are inculcated at a vast number of them. There is but One Mediator between
God and men, the Man, Christ Jesus. Prayer offered to or through
man-made mediators is utterly contrary to the teaching of Scripture.
No human being stands between God and the sinner. We have free
access to the Father through the Son by the Spirit. ".Through Him
[Christ] we both [Jew and Gentile] have access by one Spirit unto the
Father" (Eph. ii. 18). Neither are prayers for the dead of any avail.
They, too, are totally at variance with God's Word. Purgatory
couches beneath this erroneous idea, and the non-eternity of future
punishment lies beyond that. What can be plainer than Matt. xxv.
46 and John v. 28, 291 In undermining and undervaluing the Atonement, we finally do away with it altogether. For if there is hope after
death, if, after a longer or shorter time spent in purgatory, each soul
will at last reach heaven, where does the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
come in 1 Nothing was gained by His death. Where was the need
of it 1 What does His sacrifice and death profit anybody, if all are
to be saved ultimately 1 May the Lord God Almighty bring us out
of these deadly errors, and purge us as we assuredly need purging, even
though it be by the awful scourge of war.
Let us glance briefly at one more reign_ That of Ahab stands out in
whole contrast to the reign of Solomon. Ahab" did evil in the sight
of the Lord, above all that were before him." He" did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that
were before him" (1 Kings xvi. 3O-33). Instead of national prosperity there was great national distress. For one thing, the longest
drought that has ever been known took place during his reign, and
famine of course ensued. It is noticeable what part prayer took as to
the commencement, duration, and removal of this drought. One man
"prayed earnestly" for it, and it was sent. "He prayed again"
later for its cessation, and it was stayed. Immediately" the heaven
gave rain and the earth brought forth her fruit." God-given prayer
moved God's hand. Prayer, coupled with a righteous life, was permitted to control that drought for "three years and six months"
(Jas. v. 17, 18; 1 Kings xvii. I).
To return to Ahab. Some of his sins are recorded in 1 Kings xvii.
30-33, and in xxi. 25, 26, comprising an awful list. But 00. 27-29 and
xxii. 1 give an account of a wonderful respite in response to repentance.
Even in his case God deferred judgment, and we read that there were
" three years without war between Syria and Israel." Again illustrating that when prayer is resorted to, prompted by repentance, God's
bleBBing follows; but when prayer is neglected and sin reigns, unchecked
by ruler or people, dire disasteJ; overtakes a nation. Mark, too, that
in every Bible case, when repentance began and prayer was madewhether by an individual or a nation-relief and respite was the invariable result. Universally it is so.. When princes and people are godly,
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the nation rises. When they forget and forsake God, the nation
immediately and invariably dec.lines and deteriorates.
Take one modem instance. What was Spain at the time of the
Spanish Armada 1 She was one of the greatest and most powerful
nations in the world. But she was a Roman Catholic country. The
priests stood between her and the Bible, and she was saying her prayers
to so-called saints. She made enormous preparations for that war,
and she was sure of success. Meanwhile England-then Protestant
and smarting still from Mary's bloody, .Romish reign-was praying to
the Lord J ehovah, with no man intervening. Encouraged by Queen
Elizabeth, the nation put her trust in God, and that trust was not
betrayed. Spain was miraculously and completely worsted by Almighty intervention, and England was saved by God alone. Spain
has never regained her former place and po~er. But England has
maintained up till now the standing that she then took, which standing
was, the Lord for her refuge and strength. We have been singularly
favoured and prospered since then. We have been a God-fearing, a
God-honouring, and a praying nation. We have also been a missionary
nation-England has sent more Bibles and Missionaries abroad than
any other country. And we have extended our pity and protection
to God's chosen people, the Jews. For these things our God has
abundantly blessed us. But are we not now on the decline because we
have turned away from Him 1 Let us beware lest we sink wholly and
permanently. If we will turn again to Him, He will turn and have
mercy upon us. If we continue to forget and forsake Him, He will
assuredly forsake us. He has not forgotten us by any means. He
never forgets! Love or vengeance must be poured out. He has
controlled and ordered the late war for His own glory. "The Lord
reigneth." "The Lord sitteth above the. waterflood." No" waterflood" of war has ever drowned or overwhelmed Him. Neither does
anything take Him by surprise. He is ready for every exigence. He
is prepared for every emergency. He knows beforehand every extremity. Well may we stay ourselves upon His own Word of Self-existent
power: "Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among
the heathen; I will be exalted in the earth." Yes! He" will,"
because He is the Almighty One. He will surely "be exalted" in
spite of circumstances, appearances, and opposition. Nay,' more,
" He will rest in His love"; so His people may rest in it too. For" a
Father's hand will never cause His child a needless tear." We may
safely" be still and know that He is God"; we may indeed" Rest in
the Lord." We may wait upon Him in believing prayer. May the
Spirit enable us continually to say, "My soul waiteth upon God";
" My soul thirsteth for Thee"; "My soul shall ·be satisfied"; "My
soul followeth hard after Thee" (Psa. lxii. 1; lxiii. I, 5, 8). The
" soul" that waits and thirsts and follows. " hard alter" God, shall
be abundantly" aatisfied," both here and hereafter. "Oh! satisfy
us early with Thy mercy "-" I shall be satisfied when I awake with
Thy likeness."
OlaptlJn, E.5
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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THE LORD REIGNETH;

LET THE EARTH REJOICE.

THE earth is full of anxiety and dark foreboding, especially the thoughtful, considerate, and serious portion of it. The most optimistic seem
puzzled; the careless carry out the principle of "Let us eat and
drink, for to-morrow we die"; the pleasure lover dwells in the present
and will not face the possibilities of the future; the profiteer's only
desire is the amassing of gold; the diplomatic peacemaker, with all
his tact, is unable to check the tide of lawlessness. It is seething
unrest everywhere, and the chiid of God, with aching, burdened heart,
sees his dear and gracious Father and Redeemer dispised and dishonoured almost everywhere,
I was feeling very despondent and much distressed a short time
ago with newspaper reading. But when going out of my room, my
eyes were directed to "a calendar from a dear friend, and the words
in large letters were: "The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice."
Immediately there was" a great calm." It was a heaven-sent message
from Himself. Who can speak to the heart and soothe all misgivings
like He does? He to Whom" the nations are as a drop of a bucket,
and are counted as the small dust of the balance." The everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, He reigneth.
Therefore the Lord's people, the Lord's subjects, the Lord's redeemed,
may well rejoice. They can look around on quaking earth, on seacarried mountains, on roaring, troubled waters, and with God-given
faith can rejoice; for all these things are parts of His ways, parts
of His plans, the carrying out of His purposes. Therefore," Let the
earth rejoice."
Dear reader, do thou rejoice. Thy Father, thy Redeemer, thy
Counsellor reigneth, Dost thou say, "How can He straighten these
tangled threads? " Ah! He has infinite resources, boundless wisdom,
limitless understanding. Lean not unto thine own understanding,
it is so fallible, but trust in the Lord with all thine heart. He knows

MW.
Lean not-don't incline or bend. How very plainly He tells thee.
It is not simply, use not thine own understanding, but lean not, don't
even bend thy heart or head to it at all. Look straight on to Him.
You know if a tender young plant inclines to one side what a
helpless disfigured little thing it is, owing to its own unaided propensity. So let the child of God look up unbiased and tmst Him with
all the heart-not- part of it wondering" How-how-how?" for He
knows how. His understanding and power are infinite. "The Lord
reigneth; let the earth rejoice."
U

The Father reigns above,
The glories of His name

Are grace and wisdom, power and love,
His will must be the same."
"Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to gIve
you the kingdom." It is His purpose, it is His will. So
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.. Thou hast asked all joys in one,
In whispering forth, ' Thy will be done.' ..

The joyful coming is near-the coming of the Lord to gather together His people, and the signs of His coming are distress of nations
with perplexity. Just the state the earth is in now-the sea and
the waves roaring. Bible students tell us that the sea is always an
emblem of the nations; the waves, of people in a state of unrest.
I was much impressed lately with a short but comprehensive letter
in a secular paper (Daily Mirror) commenting upon a previous article,
stating that strikes and unrest of various kinds were simply waves
that rise and break and disappear: The writer says, "It needs the
great Wave-Stiller to come and say' Peace be still,' before this troubled
world will ever calm down, and the fact of the ' sea and the waves
roaring' (which is a Scriptural metaphor) as they are at present, is
one of the signs which Christ Himself gave of His return to rule the
world in righteousness. Then and not till then will there be ' Glory
to God in the Highest, peace on earth, goodwill among men.' "
Let us look up and lift up our heads, for our redemption draweth
nigh. His voice, the powerful voice of Psalm xxix, and the voice of
St. Mark vi. 50, " Be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid," will greet
us amid the waves, and immediately we shall find the great calm,
the calm of His visible Presence, His cheering voice, and His loving
heart.
Ah, and in the unrest. of spirit, the waves of dark consciousness
of sin, the deeps of soul trouble and anguish, even there the Lord
sitteth upon the flood, yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever. And do
note the succeeding verse (Psa. xxix. 11): "The Lord will give strength
unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace." "The
peace of God which passeth all understanding." We have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. He is our peace. "My
peace I give unto you," He Himself said, and added, "Not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid," "How precious are Thy thoughts unto
me, 0 God." "Precious in His sight." Therefore, since He to whom
thou art precious reigneth, rejoice-rejoice and be glad.
And marvellous is it that the Lord shall rejoice in His works
(Psa. civ. 31). "My meditation of Him shall be sweet." The Lord
reigneth. The Lord knoweth. The .Lord seeth.
It is good to "look off unto Jesus," to rejoice in the Supreme
Monarchy of Him who is the Mighty God and at the same time the
Everlasting Father. Let us, dear child of God, "ascend to the mountains of joy, and feed on sweet pasturage which grows nearer heaven
than the provender of carnal men," knowing that as the waters of
affiiction rise (to use the Prayer Book version, which is very suggestive),
"The Lord sitteth above the water flood, and the Lord remaineth
a King for ever." Sitting above the raging waters and roaring waves,
He sees and watches all below. And sitting implies not a hurried
glance as He surveys the scene beneath, but careful observance.
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Then "The Lord remaineth a King fm' ever." He can never be deposed,
He will never abdicate.
Yes, though all be dark around, He can and will make darkness
light, the wilderness glad, the desert to rejoice, the storm a great
calm, Therefore," I will greatly rejoice," for" the Lord reigneth,"
yea, "the Lord remaineth a King for ever."
NE'rTIE.

LUTHER, THE HIGHER CRITICS, AND THE PAPACY.
IN his last, and as some think, his greatest work, his Lectures on the
Book of Genesis, Luther is equally strong and bold in confuting and
denouncing both the Higher Critics and the Papacy. Wen would
it have been for Germany to-day, and very different from the heavy
judgments of God uplifted upon her, had she heard the voice of her
God-given Reformer and patriot, and walked in his counsel instead
of turning her ear away from it and hearkening to the voice of her
greatest enemies, and God's greatest enemies, the Higher Gritics and
the Papacy. In November, 1883, she made it matter of national
rejoicing that the great Luther, of world-wide fame, was a son of hers
-a German. To-day, that is, after 35 years, she is, as a nation, suffering the penalty (Isaiah Ix. 12) for having turned away from all his
wholesome counsel, which would have been a security to her from
the wasting and destruction that have befallen her in consequence
of her giving heed to these seducing spirits and doctrines of devils,
Let us hear Luther on the temptation of Eve.
" Satan's aim was to tear away from them the Word, in order that,
giving up the Word and their confidence in God, they might believe
a lie. When this takes place wh",t wonder is it if a man afterwards
becomes proud 1 if he becomes a despiser of God, an adulterer, or
anything else 1 This temptation, therefore,' is the head and chief
of all temptations. It begins with the breach and the violation of
the whole ten commandments. For unbelief is the fountain source
of all sins. When Satan has brought a man under this temptation
and has wrested fr)m him or corrupted in his heart, the Word, he may
do anything with him." (Sink Lusitanias, and murder thousands
of defenceless men' and women on sea and land.) " Thus" (says
Luther) "when Eve had suffered the Word to be beaten out of her
heart, by a lie, she found no difficulty whatever in approachiug the
tree and plucking from it the fruit. It is foolish, therefore, to think
of this temptation as the sophists or human-reasoners, and the monks
think of it-that Eve, when she had looked upon the tree, began to
be inflamed, by degrees with the desire of plucking the fruit, until
at last, overcome with the longing for it, she plucked the fruit and
put it to her mouth-the sum of the whole temptation and her fall
by it, were, that she listened to another word, and departed from that
WORD which God had spoken to her, which was, that if she did eat
of that tree she should surely die. But let us now contemplate the
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. words of Moses in the order in which we find them. In the first place,
then, Satan here imitates God; for as God had preached to Adam,
so Satan now also preaches to Eve. For perfectly hue is that saying
. of the proverb, , All evil begins in the Name of God !' Just, therefore,
as salvation comes from the pure Word of ~od, so perdition comes
from the corrupted word of God. What I term the corrupted Word
of God is not-that only which is corrupted by the vocai ministry,
but that which is corrupted by the internal persuasions of the heart,
or by opinions of the mind disagreeing with the Word of God. Thus
the monk of the papists, because he follows not the Word, imagines
such a God to be sitting in heaven as will save anyone who is covered
with a cowl, and who observes a certain strict rule of life. Such an
one also attempts to ascend into heaven by his own cogitations, .without God as revealed in His Word, or without the revealed face of
God for his guide. Thus also had the Jews their idols and their groves.
The fall and destruction of all are alike. 'l'hey are precipitated and
dashed to pieces, because each one, leaving the Word, follows his
own imaginations."
In these extracts from Luther we have' exhibited to us the very
womb in which is conceived and brought forth all the German higher
criticism of to-day; of which also all the murders of men and the
destruction of earth's commodities, by the Germans during the years
1914-18, are'the practical fruit, outcome, and result.
Again says Luther: "The monk is an idolater; for his imaginations are, that if he lives according to the rule of Francis or Dominic
he shall be in the way to the kingdom of God. But this is making a'
new god, and becoming an idolater; because the true God declares
that the way to the kingdom of heaven is believing in Christ."
Speaking of the popes of Rome, Luther says: "If these beings
could possibly see with their eyes and in their minds, the slaughterhonse, yea, the perdition into which they bring men by their impious
doctrine, they would without doubt amend that doctrine. But now
Satan so dazzles their eyes as it were with his delusions that they
cannot perceive their own ~udgment, and the wrath of God which
hangs over them; and, therefore, in the very midst of these, their
mighty sins, they live with the greatest security, ,and even with gladness and rejoicing, displaying their magnificient triumphs as if they
had performed the most noble achievements."
Can the Pope of Rome of to-day see God's judgments in the wasting
of those nations of Europe who have served him by their adherence
to his damnable heresies, abominations, and doctrines of devils
(1 Tim iv 1--5) and in so doing have not served Him, Christ, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords, the God of the whole earth, the
Governor among the nations, the only wise God, and the only Saviour 1
But the Papacy, as a system of error in doctrine and practice, is
not to be reformed, but destroyed (2 Thess ii. 8), as even Luther himself
found. Nor did the pervert Manning believe it needed to be, or would
be, reformed, but that a Europe deluged with blood would restore to
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the Pope of Rome his temporal power, and give it its idolatry and·
tyranny, and a firmer hold of the nations. It now seems that God
has done to it according to His Word (Jer. li. 25. and xxiii. 19, 20),
and doubtless in answer to the prayers of many of His own children,
that it might please Him to disappoint the devices of the crafty, suffer
them not to perform their enterprise, take the wise iu their own craftiness, and carry the counsel of the froward headlong. Who can tell
but that the eyes of many Papists may be opened to see these events
in the light which God's own Word casts upon them, and so come
out from among them, and escape all else that remains of her plagues
in her further impending doom ~ What then was the substance of
the call of the present-day successor of the pervert Manning, which
about a year ago filled the newspapers, for us to come back to Popery,
to its blasphemous fables, and to its dangerous deceits, but that we
might be partakers of those plagues with which the strong Lord God
judgeth her ~ Many, very many, of our fellow-countrymen saw not
the hand and complicity which the Papacy had in the war, even with
the light shed on it by the Irish hierarchy, as others perceived it.
The mercy of God to us as a nation is now seen in our saying" No "
to that call, and in Germany's defeat which was backing up that call.
Thus God pours contempt upon these princes, even as they poured
contempt upon His Word, causing them to wander in a wilderness
where there is no way; for neither in the German Higher Critics, nor
in all the traditions of men with their mass vestments, etc., is there
a·wa"y to God, a way to peace or happiness. It is only as nations and
peoples flee these abominations that there can be a walking in the
light of God's Word, and a being saved from temporal calamities
and eternal torment. Let the nations praise Thee, 0 Lord, let all
the nations praise Thee, by opposing the Higher Critics who take from,
and also the papacy which adds to, the Word of God; and let them
turn to, embrace, and hold fast, and adhere to the leaves of the Tree
of Life, that are for the healing of the nations.
Birkenhead'.
G. A.
"WORLDLINESS IN OUR CHURCHES, AND ITS REMEDY."
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D.,
INCUMBENT OF TRINITY CHURCH, BUXTON.
THAT worldliness prevails in the great bulk of our churches to-day,
few of us, I presume, would wish to deny. A writer in The Layman
recently made use of these words: "It used to be the distinctive
mark of an Evangelical that he sat loosely to the wmld and kept
himself aloof from compromising methods and surroundings, but this
is nu longer the universal rule: in fact, it is becoming the exception."
Surely it is a serious condition of things when a responsible journal
can give publicity to a statement like that, and yet so far as I know
no one took the trouble to question it. As a matter of fact" An evil

•

The Gospel M agazine-

119

is in the professed camp of the Lord, so gross, so brazen in its impudence
that the most shortsighted of spiritual men can hardly fail to notice
it. During the past few years it has developed at an abnormal rate,
ever for evil. It has worked like leaven until now the whole lump
ferments. Look which way you may, its presence makes itself mani·
fest. There is little, if anything, to choose between church, chapel,
or mission hall; concerts, entertsinments, fancy fairs, smoking
conferences, dramatic performances are the order of the day. The
Church has gradually toned down her testimony and then winked
at and excused the frivolities of the day. Then she has tolerated
them in her borders, and now she has adopted them and provided a
home for them under thll plea of reaching the masses."
This is pretty strong language, but surely not too strong. If worldliness is the terrible evil which the Word of God declares it to be, then
for the Church of God to knowingly tolerate it within her borders
is the height of impiety. It may be qnite true that this guilty toleration is extended to it under the plea of reaching the masses, but is this
a justifiable plea 1 Must we do evil that good may. come 1 Must the
Church of God indulge in spiritnal adultery in order to get the people
under the sound of the Gospel 1 Yet this is the plea that lies at the
back of most of the worldly efforts that are being made by the churches
of to-day! We must stoop to the social club with its billiard-room,
to the secular entertainments often with their intolerable nonsense,
to the dance and the whist drive, and a host of other very doubtful
if not evil agencies, in order to get the people. And when we have.
got them, what then 1 Like the Canaanites of old they become
nothing but" thorns in our sides," they are a dead-weight on the
Church, they cripple and paralyze its spiritual activities. Many a
minister who has gathered a congregation together by such unholy
means has had, if the truth were known, to pay the price of such
conduct in a broken heart and an untimely death. I am fully persuaded
myself, that if God, by some mysterious providence, were to completely
empty some of our churches so that we had perforce to begin again
at the very bottom, it would be the best thing that could happen to us.
Especially would this be so, if only it led us to cast ourselves in utter
helplessness at His feet, and to recognize, as we had never done before,
the principle, that spiritual results could only be produced by spiritnal
agency.
But we must look at things as they are! In a good many of our
churches there is a considerable amount of worldliness, not merely
in the congregation, but even amongst those holding various offices.
Worldly churchwardens and sidesmen, worldly organists and choristers,
worldly Sunday-school teachers and district visitors. Very amiable
people they may be, possessing a great variety of gifts and accomplishments, and in some cases considerable wealth and influence, yet they
are all alike in one thing-in their rooted antagonism to real spiritual
worship and to spiritual methods in spiritual work. This is the
element which calls for a sensuous worship, that requires to be
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frequently amused, that never comes near a prayer meeting, and never
of co.urse, lends its support to any aggressive work for the salvation
of souls. In the 17th chapter of St. John's Gospel our Lord says:
"0 righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee," and this
has ever been a characteristic feature of the world, it is ignorant of
God, and the things of God it does not understand. The world to
which our Lord refened was what the present Bishop of Durham
calls "the Church world." "It was a world provided everywhere
with houses of prayer and expositors of the truth. It recognized the
Supreme Being, and many of its members were even fanatically devoted
to their creed of the One Lord. Yet all the same they did not know
the Father, they were blind in the light of noon." This is the world
-this Ohurch world-with which we have to deal, and in regard to
which we need to take up a very definite and uncompromising attitude.
Now, on the supposition that we have, in our churches, this worldly
element, what is to be the- REMEDY for it ~ Let me offer one 0"
two practical,,if commonplace, suggestions. In the first place, we
should refuse to accept a worldly CO'IUlition of things as inevitable. I
know how easy it is, in going perhaps to a new sphere of work and
finding worldliness prevalent there, to settle down to it (after more or
leas of a protest), and to carry things on as they have been carried
on in the past. We don't wish to disturb the peace and harmony
which apparently exist, and we hope in a vague sort of way that things
will ultinlately right themselves. Some of the most precious years of
our ministerial life maybe thrown away by thus acquiescing in a
condition of things which no faithful minister ought really to tolerate.
In the name of God, let us refuse at the very outset to recognize that.
worldly conditions are inevitable, and if through want of faithfulness
to God we ourselves have fostered such a state of things, let us humble
ourselves before God, confess our sin and failure, and seek His grace
to amend our life and ministry.
In the second place, I would suggest, that we take an early opportunity of calling together all our workers for conference and prayer.

Bef\'re such a gathering we might well explain from the Word of
God what we believe to be the real functions of a Church. We might
tell them that the functions of a Church are twofold-it exists to
worship and to witness; to worship God through Ohrist, and to witness
for Ohrist to the world. We might then go on to add that nowhere in
the Scripture is it even hinted that one of the functions of the Ohurch
is to amuse the world. Doubtless most of you have read the little
booklet written by Pastor Archibald Brown which had such an
enormous circulation a few years ago. The writer contends: (1) That
providing amusement for the people is nowhere spoken of in Scripture
as one of the functions of the Ohurch. (2) That providing amusement
for the people is in direct antagonism to the teaching and life of Ohrist
and all His apostles, and (3) That the miasion of ..amusement entirely
fails to effect the desired end among the unsaved, but works havoc
among the young converts. He goes on to 'say that the Devil has
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seldom done a cleverer thing than to hint to the Church of Christ
that part of ,her mission is to provide entertainment for the people
with a view to winning them into her ranks. This protest against
worldliness, at the time it was published, met with a volley of derision,
and- all sorts of cruel epithets were applied to its author, but so far
from recalling a single word of what he had written, the Pastor
ventured to send forth " A Sequel" vindicating and illustrating his
former protest. Now it would not be amiss to give our workers a
digest of these booklets, but in any case we should frankly tell them
that for the future we intend, God helping us, to banish from the
Church amusements of all kinds and to substitute in their place
meetings for prayer, Bible readings, Evangelistic services, and every
form of Spiritual effort that will be in harmony with the Church's
true functions. Some, of the workers will probably resign at once.
Others will remain and actively oppose. But whatever be the consequences, let us persevere, in the full conviction that the course we
intend to pursue is as honouring to God as the course we'have abandoned'
was dishonouring to Him.
If we are bold enough to take this second step, in the fear of God"
then in the third place we shall be able with a clear conscience and
with considerable power to give to our people periodical expositions
0/ passages bearing upon worldliness, in order that they may come to
see that the line we have taken up is no mere fad of our own, but is in
fullest harmony with the will of God as revealed in His Word. There
are many such passages which ministers to-day either leave severely
alone or merely touch upon in passing. Let us, however, faithfully
expound them. Take a passage like 2 Cor. vi. 14-vii. 1, " Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness ~ and what communion hath
light with darkness ~ and what concord hath Christ with Belial ~
or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ~ and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols ~ for ye are the tem'ple of
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in
them, and I will be their God and they shall be My people. Wherefore
come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Almighty. Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.
'perfecting holiness in the fear of God." Or what could be better
for our purpose than Rom. xii. 2, " Be not conformed to this world,
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." There are
many other passages, of course, like Galatians i. 4, and vi. 14, to say
nothing of those startling texts bearing upon this subject in the
Epistle of St. J ames, and the 1st Epistle of St. John. Only let the·
trumpet give no weak or uncertain sound. We shall not need to ask
for resignations. We shall not need to be perpetually crying out.
"What am I to do with my worldly choir ~" The Word of God"

122

The Gospel Magazine

preached in the power of the Holy Ghost, will do its own discriminating
work, and ultimately we shall have what we seek, a. Church, the
predominant features of which will be its spirituality and unworldli·
ness. Its numbers may be, in all probability will be, for a time at
least, considerably reduced, but what is lacking in quantity will be
more than made up in quality.
SOMETHING TO LOVE.
IT is interesting to read concurrently the parallel chapters of Kings
and Chronicles, and to see the differences as well as the similarities of
the acconnts. For instance, the 18th of 1 Kings and the 9th of
2 Chronicles are almost entirely the same in their picture of the
magnificence of Solomon's Court-of the visit of the Queen of Sheba,
and of the wealth and prosperity of all the country. But the chapter
in Chronicles has three additional verses, to close the life of the King,
and to introduce his son as heir and occupant of the throne. In
King!!-before we come to the fact that Rehoboam went to Shechemwe have a whole sad chapter about Solomon's departures from the
Lord, of his loving strange women, of the adversaries that God raised
up against him, and of the lamentable and futile attempt at their
destruction. No doubt his ways had been a great perplexity and
mystery to the godly among his subjects, and perhaps some at the
bottom of their hearts wondered if he was right after all. But we
know everything. We know that the Lord loved him once and for
all, that loving He forgave him, and that at the judgment-when
his sins are sought for-<lven as in 2 Chronicles, they shall not be
found. Into the new Jerusalem, as it says in Revelation, David and
Solomon alike, kings of the earth, shall bring their glory and honour.
We might compare the accounts of Asa. It is only in Chronicles
that the two last years of his life are enlarged upon, that his rage
with the prophet is mentioned, and his oppressing the people. But
in both histories the Lord has told us, that if his ways were not, " the
heart of Aaa was perfect all his days."
In 2 Kings xxi. eighteen verses comprise the account of Manasseh's
reign, from his twelfth year to his death at the age of si:\.1;y-seven,
when he was buried in the garden of his own house. Although there
are only two more verses in the Chronicles chapter, the accounts are
by no means alike, for in the longer one we read that when he was
in affliction he humbled himself greatly before God and prayed unto
Him, and He was entreated of him and heard his supplication, and
Manasseh knew that the Lord, He was God. So-brought from the
height of his wickedness to the feet of the Lord, having learned to
pray, having been heard and answered, having repaired the altar
of the Lord, and having taken away the strange gods-Manasseh
slept with his fathers. Sinners since then, feeling that they were as
. bad as he was, brought down by the same strong hand, have had
hope in the mercy of God•
•
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There is one more that might be mentioned-the successor of
Amaziah. Kings gives his name at Azariah. He. was sixteen years
old when he began to reign. We are told his mother's. naine, as we
are of most of the kings. Their mothers are immortalized. "lte
did that which was right in the sight of the Lord," and the Lord
smote the King. He died, and was buri~d with his fathers in the city
of David. He was buried really in a field, not in the proper place of
sepulture. So Chronicles tells us, and enlarges on his greatness, his
inventions, his strength in war, and his reforms at home. In Chronicles
his name of Uzziah is given, and given again when Isaiah introduces
his vision of the throne and the cherubims. We never hear of Isaiah's
vision without remembering that he had it "in the year that King
Uzziah died." Perhaps we cl) not so readily reh1ember what sort of
a king he was, and that, though in his prosperity his heart was lifted
up to his destruction, it still was said that he did that which was
right in the sight of the Lord. And perhaps we quite forget that he
had cattle and vine-dressers in Carmel, and in the plains, and in the
low country, "for he loved husbandry." It seems gracious of the
Lord to put that in-that Uzziah loved husbandry. Surely we do
not lack assurances that He knows us altogether and" despises not
any" of our preferences, our likes and dislikes. "It is lIe that hath
made us, and not we ourselves. We are His people, and the sheep
of His pasture." A whole history hangs on the fact that Isaac loved
venison. But it perished with the enjoyment, and Uzziah's husbandry
had no abiding, sweet and beautiful as it was. How kind the Lord
is to give us things that we like,'even although they do not last. How
passing knowledge is His favour which gives us to love and ·to choose
the things that are eternal in their blessedness and that never fade
away. We love His day. We love His Word, His law, His order,
and we know that we have passed from death to life because we love
the brethren.
.
FOLLOWER'ON.

ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH'
CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY MORNING, JANUARY 12TH,
1919, BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, RD., RECTOR.

" Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wUle is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: because strait is the gate, and, narrow is the way, which lead·
eth unto life; and few there be that find it."-MATTHEW vii. 13, 14.

THE R.V. translates a little differently, but more correctly: "Enter
ye in by the narrow gate," etc., and then in v. 14, "For narrow is
the gate, and straitened the way," etc.
1. We learn from these words of our Lord that there are only two
ways by which men are travelling through" the wilderness of this
9
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world," as John Bunyan calls it--the " Broad" Way, which leadeth
to destruction; and the" Narrow" or "Straitened" Way, which
leadeth unto life. There is no via media! There can be no neutrality!
All are travelling along one or other of these two ways. Real ChTis·
tianity has a certain exclusiveness. There is but ONE Saviour; ONE
way of Salvation; ONE Church; ONE Way. The Lord Jesus said:
"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by Me." (John xiv. 6).
We hear sometimes of High Church, and Low Church, and Broad
Church.; but with this text before us, may we not Scripturally speak
of the true Church as the Narrow Church? Men sometimes cast
a reproach upon real Christianity. "Oh, you are so narrow," they
say. Well, we trust we are not more narrow than the Master, whose
words we have before us this morning, "Enter ye in at the narrow
gate . . . For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way that leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it."
2. The Lord's words which we are considering, tell us that the
way that leadeth to destruction is broad, and its gate wide. It is awful
to contemplate, but "many "-the multitude-in fact all but those
who have been the subjects of regeneration and conversion, are traversing this road. They are following their own wills and way, slaves
to sin in some of its many forms, living "in the lusts of the flesh,
doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind" (see Eph. ii. 3, R.V.).
It is easy to walk according to nature, "according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that now worketh in the sons of disobedience." It is easy to go down
hill! "But," says the Apostle, "the end of these things is death."
The broad road " leadeth to destruction."
3. The Lord Jesus informs us that the gate which leadeth unto
life is " narrow" or " strait," and the way itself" straitened" (R.V.).
The" gate is "narrow," or "strait." We must not confound this
latter word with straight, as a hearer might do, ~vho did not look at
the word in the Book. The gate is "strait," that is, difficult. It
is not easily found. It is not easily entered.
~'Ye MUST be born again," or "anew," 9I "from above," as the
Greek word signifies (John iii. 7). "No man can come to Me," said
the Lord Jesus, "except the Father which hath sent Me draw him"
(John vi. 44). "And what difficulties the new-born soul meets oftentimes; what tossings to and fro; what doubts and fears; what
searching and hearing of the Word; what backslidings, it may be,
before" it is able to use such langnage as that of Isaiah xii. 2, " Behold,
God is my Salvation," or that of the Apostle Paul, ""Who (Christ,
the Son of God) loved me, and gave Himself for me " (Gal. ii. 20).
Well might the L{lrd say (according to the reading of some ancient
authorities), "HOW strait (or narrow) is the gate! " etc.
The way is " narrow" (A.V.), "straitened" (R.V.). All who walk
in it meet with much opposition.
(a) Opposition from without. From the ungodly and unbelievers..
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From men of the world. From enemies to the truth. And from
the great Adversary, the Devil. "Be' BOber, be vigilant," writes
Peter, "because your adversary, the Devil, as a roaring lion walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist, stedfast in the
faith" (1 Peter·v. 9). One of Bunyan's characters in ,the Pilgrim's
Progress says: "He that goes with us, must go against wind and
tide."
(b) Opposition from within. Opposition from "the flesh"; "the
lust," i.e., the unlawful desires of " the flesh"; "the lust of the eye,
and the pride of life," are natural-part of fallen human nature. These
"fleshly lusts" "war against the soul" (1 Peter ii. 11). Then there
is " the sin that doth BO easily beset us" (Heb. xii. 1). This Scripture
seem to refer to the sin of unbelief, which does indeed easily beset
us, thongh we are all conscious of BOrne sinful infirmity, which is often
called a .besetting sin, which, at times, brings a dark cloud over our
souls, until we experience once again the cleansing power of the precious
blood of Christ (1 John i. 7). Again, the way that leadeth unto life
is a straitened one by reason of the trials that encompass the path
of those who are on it. "Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the Lord delivereth him out of them alL" But it leadeth unto
life-life eternal.. Though rough and thorny be the road,
It leads thee home apace to God."
4. The Lord declares that those who find the way that leadeth
unto life are few. "Few there be that find it." God's people l!'re
a "little flock" (Luke xii. 32). "Many are called but few chosen"
(Matt. xx. 16, etc.). This was the case when Christ was here upon
earth, and it has been the experience of the Church ever since.
5. In view of all this, the Lord says: "Enter ye in at the strait
gate," and in Luke xiii. 24, He uses a stronger word, " Strive to enter
in at the strait gate." On that occasion He had been asked, " Lord,
are there few that be saved 1" He did not· answer the question
directly, but said, "Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many,
I say unto you, will seek to enter in, .and shall not be able." He
does not contradict what He had said (Matt. vii. 7, 8, and Luke xi.
9,10), " Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you," etc. For we may read the words
(see R.V. marg.), "Many will seek to enter in and shall not be able,
when once the Master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to .the
door." There is a close, to everyone, as there will be, ultimately,
a close to the whole world, of the Day of Grace.
.
The Lord speaks to men as free agents, and although, by nature,
through the Fall, all follow their ow~ ways, and are found walking
in the path that leads to destruction, yet, in the rich and sovereign
grace of God, some hear and obey the Lord's words, seek and find ,_
the narrow gate, and walk in the straitened way.
As John Kent says :-
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" There is a period known to God,
When all His sheep, redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,
Turn to the fold, arid enter in,"
With the solemn words of the text before us, we may be inclined
to ask, as did the disciples of the Lord on one occasion: "Who then
can be saved 1" The Lord had said: "A rich man shall hardly
enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God."
When the disciples heard it, they were €..,ceedingly amazed, saying, "Who then can be saved 1" Now note
the answer of the Lord Jesus. It solves our difficulties: "WITH
MEN THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE."
" Salvation is of the Lord."
In conclusion, let each one ask himself the question: On which'
road am I travelling 1 and let us remember that it is written: "There
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 'but the end thereof are
the ways of death." This warning is twice given (Proverbs xiv. 12,
and xvi, 25), .in order doubtless to call our earnest uttention to it.
Oh that like Isracl of old we may be led" by the right way," that
we may be found in Christ, the only Way to God. Amen.
THE

"GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND,
To OUR READERS.
THE response of our readers to our appeal, issued in August last, has
been warm and generous. From rich and poor alike donations have
come in, and the Trustees desire to express their warm thanks to our
many friends. We trust that many will feel led to continue to help
the cause of the Magazine by annual contributions, just as they help
Evangelical and Protestant societies. In this way we shall be encouraged to go forward in propagating the precious doctrines of Divine
Grace. Donations and annual contributions may be sent, as before,
to the Publisher, or to the Editor.
. The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followmg sums:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
040
Miss M. A. Broughton 0 2 0 Mr. H. G. Martin
014 0
Mr. W. Briggs
0 6 0 Miss E. lies
o 10 0
Mr. W. J. Tiley
1 0 0 Mr. A. P. Hands
040
Mr. and Mrs. John
Mrs. Reynolds
o 10 0
Cooper
o 2 6 Miss M. Ormiston
100
Mr. A. Cornish
2 0 0 F. M. W.
050
Mr. W. J. Moynihan
o 40 E. and C. L. A.
o 10 0
Mr. W. Butcher
o 4 0 Mr. A. Warren
080
Mrs. Hockley ..
1 7 0 Mrs. J. Jones ..
Mr. E. Cousens
050
0 2 0 Mr. J. G. Newhall
Mr. Thomas Vane
o 12 0 " Banbury" ..
o 10 0
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BORN AGAIN.
1 PETER i. 23.
is it to be born again?
I deeply wish to know.
My sins are great and cause me pain,
Deserving endless woe.

WHAT

The guilt of all my bypast deeds,
And thoughts and words as well,
Hang like a weight about my head,
To sink my soul to hell.
I see as I ne'er saw before
My sin-polluted state;
I pray and weep at mercy's door,
But fear I am too late.
I hear Salvation is of Grace,
But can it .be for me ?
Lord, give my soul in Heaven a place
To sing eternally.
Dear anxious one, sit down by me,
While I your state explain;
Your anxious wish proves clear to me
That you are born again.
Man in his dead and ruined state
For such things does not care;
The fact your sin gives trouble great
Proves you a son and heir.
And bless the Lord, 'tis true and grand
Such souls His face shall see;
And shall at last before Him stand
To sing eternally.
S. F. McKEE.

" No man can come to Me, except the Father Which hath sent Me
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day." "What is this
but so-called Calvinism?" Note in Daily Light for Dec. 6th, by
the late Herbert Houghton, killed at the battle of the Somme.
- "WE do not pretend to know the precise time of His coming: for
of that day, and that hour, knoweth no man; but the Judge Himself
has given us some signs and marks by which we might be as certain
that He is nigh and standeth before the door, as that summer is nigh,
when the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs."-W. Romaine.

.
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IN MEMORIAllL

THE LATE MRS. HARRIET SMITH,.OF WESTON-SUPER-MARE.
"IN loving memory of Harriet Smith, who fell asleep in Jesus on
the morning of January 27th, 1919, aged 96 years." Such are the
words printed on a memorial card in reference to God's dear servant,
Mrs. Smith, of "Holmwood," Weston-super-Mare. Knowing her as
we did, we feel how true it is that she died in the Lord, and though
we regret much that we 'shall not again see her on earth, we rejoice
that she is now present with the Lord Whom she loved and served,
She was indeed a charming old lady, and she lived in a charming home
commanding a magnificent view of the Bristol Channel. In 0UI'
frequent visits to Weston-super-Mare, in days gone by, it was a great
pleasure and privilege to visit the home of this saint of God, She
loved to converse on the things of God, On one occa~ion she specially
asked us to come and see her that we might talk about heavenly
things, She was deeply interested in the prophetic scriptures, and
the hope of the Lord's coming was precious to her heart. Her husband,
who was called home many years ago, was formerly Vicar of St. John's
Church, Harborne, Birmingham, and we understand that he was a
faithful preacher of the great doctrines of grace.
On retiring to
Weston-super-Mare many years ago he held well-attended Bible
readings in his house which were much valued, Mrs. Smith herself
was a well-taught and instructed believer. The precious doctrines of
grace were dear to her heart. She was a decided Protestant and
Evangelical Christian, and she felt deeply grieved at the increasing
tendency, now so very manifest, to depart from the old paths both
in regard to doctrine and ritual. Hers was a godly home, It was
a real pleasure to meet her and her godly daughters, Her long life
of 96 years ,vas partly due to her love of fresh air, It was no uncommon
thing for her to take lunch in the open, even in the cooler months of
Spring. Of course she was well wrapped up by loving hands, and in
the garden, on the sunny side of the house, she drank in the pure
and invigorating Weston air. The late esteemed Editor of this
Magazine (the Rev. J. Ormiston) was one of her many friends. Our
warm and tender Christian sympathy goes out to her two daughters
who were at home with her, and to others of her family elsewhere.
After so long a life, fruitful in the graces of the Spirit, her home-call
will be greatly felt. The Father of the fatherless and the God of all
comfort will, however, still watch over the surviving members of
her family. Blessed, indeed, are the dead who die in the Lord; and
full of comfort are the words, "If we believe that Jesus died and
rose ,again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring ,,!i~h
Him." Then the family of faith will be caught up together to meet
the Lord in the air, and resurrection and everlasting blessedness will
be their portion.
THE EDITOR.
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THE LATE MRS. EBENEZER CARR:
THERE mUBt be few ,now remaining 'whoBe liveB are linked, with so
many and Buch varied aBsociationB of Free and Sovereign Grace circles
aB waB that of our late dear friend, Mrs. Ebenezer Carr.
Her earlieBt recollectionB carried her back to Grove Chapel, Camberwell, in the gracious daYB of Joseph IronB. She was only thirteen
years of age when he died, but it waB from hiB living voice that Bhe
learned the great truthB of the Covenant of Grace which in so marked
a manner laid a Bolid foundation for her faith. The Holy Spirit accompanied the Word with power; she received the truth in the love of it,
and in the Bimplicity of her tender years wondered how otherB could
be apathetic, or could leave Bound doctrine to liBten to Free-will.
She venerated the memory of her honoured paBtor, and among her
interesting Bouvenirs of old days she valued none so highly as his
signet ring with itB motto, " No peace with Rome."
At the age of twenty Bhe became a member of the church worshipping in the Surrey Tabernacle. She joined it Binging in her heart" When Jesus with His mighty love
Visits my troubled breaBt,
My doubts subside, my fears remove,
And I'm completely bles".
I love the Lord with mind and heart,
His people and His ways,
Envy. and pride, and'lust depart,
And all His workB I praise."
She never failed to note the anniversary of the day when she was
first privileged to be among thoBe who commemorated the dying
love of the Lord around His table. Many times it was a special day
with her, and throughout her long experience the visits of His grace
bedewed her Bpirit mOBt frequently while in the House of God, No
one could more feelingly say, "Lord, I have loved the habitation of
Thy House and the place where Thine honour dwelleth."
On January 14th, 1863, our friends were married by their pastor,
Mr. James Wells. They were thus within a few days of their fiftysixth anniversary when calIed to part-for a season.
In the first years of my acquaintance with her, Mrs. Carr used to
recount to me with a glow of pleasure many of the'incidents of earlier
years, and of the large gatherings of the Lord's people which she had
known. There, natural and spiritual enjoyment were blended by
the kind dispensationB of His providence concerning whom Joseph
Hart singBII

Raise we then our 'cheerful voices

To our God, Who, full of grace,
In our happiness rejoices,

And delight. to hear our praise."
She told m,e of good hearing times under J ames WellB when the large
new Surrey Tabernacle was filled-of the sorrow of his church when
for two years he waB laid aside, and of the great concourse of mourners
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who attended his funeral in March, 1872. During these two years
Mr. Baxter, of Eastbourne, and Mr. Bradbury, then of Barrow Hill,
supplied the pulpit occasionally. Of Mr. Bradbury's first visits Mr.
Carr writes (to Mr. Ormiston on the occasion of Mr. B.'s death in 1905) :
" The first sermon that I was privileged to hear him preach was at
the Surrey Tabernacle, January 14th, 1872,from the words in Job
xlii. 2: 'I knvw that Thou canst do everything, and that no thought
can- be with holden from Thee . . . .' Soon after this he came to
stay, a welcome guest, at my house, and he continued to make it his
home whenever he came to London, until he. accepted the pastorate
at Grove Chapel, which commenced on the first Sunday in September,
1874. His mmistry was so blessed to my dear wife and myself that
we were constrained to join the church at the Grove, and the friendship
and Christian fellowship thus begun continued to the end of his life."
Thus our dear friend renewed her associations with" the Grove,"
and many, many times was edified and strengthened by the Word of
Grace. During the last eighteen months, when age and infirmity
kept them both from evening services, she was in measure reconciled
to the deprivation by the enjoyment they found as Mr. CaIT read to
her sermons preached by Mr. Bradbury in the seventies.
Mr. Bradbury's associations with Free Grace clergymen brought
Mrs. Carr the valued acquaintance of some whose names must be
known to readers of the Magazine--the Revs. W. L. Rolleston, Vicar
of Scraptoft, G. W. Straton, Rector of Aylestone (father of the late
Bishop of Newcastle), James Battersby, of Sheffield, Dr. Gregg, of
• Harborne, and others, all of whom were welcomed to the Grove, to
the gatherings convened by Mrs. Lett at her home, Dulwich House,
and to the Leicester Conferences of that generation.
\
Her acquaintance with the Rev. J. Ormiston began while he was
still in London. Afterwards, whenever an opportunity arose for her
to visit her old friend Mrs. Brock, at Bath, she would go over to Bristol,
and in the dear old church of Mary-le-Port she listened, with heart
aglow, to his fragrant testimony to the truth of the union of Head
and members in the mystical Body of Christ.
In touching upon these landmarks in the spiritual history of our
dear friend, I would not leave it to be implied that she continually
lived upon the Mount, or was exempt from manifold trials, inward
and outward. Worried with "crooked things" she would lament
the opposition of her natural spirit, and quote with strong emphasis,
" I was chastised as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke; turn Thou
me, and I shall be turned." But her faith was firmly rooted, and, her
memory stored with the choicest of our hymns. She would find the
daily burden lightened by a verse of Kent or Hart, and would fall
back often upon that one of Newton's" When first before His mercy seat
Thou didst to Him thy ail commit.
He gave thee warrant, from that hour,
To trust His wisdom, love, and power."
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After the death of Mr. Bradbury, the ministry which came with
most power and sweetness to her was Mr. Hazelton's. She watched
. the Lord's Hand to see a way made for removing from South to North
London, that she might enjoy it statedly. "Whoso is wise and will
observe these things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness
of the Lord." It was so in her case, nor oid she cease to admire the
loving-kindness which linked her life and 'way with that of her last
aud much-loved pastor. Favoured to ,it under foul' such ministries,
she was led from strength to strength, until now she has appeared iu
Zion, no longer to be refreshed by the rain filliug the pools, but" from
the rivers of His grace (to) drink eudless pleasures in."
Latterly, from various causes, physical, circumstantial, and national,
she knew' more of depression and sadness than ever before.
.. They reel their latter stages worst,
And travel much by night,"
she would say, and sometimes she even questioned whether after all
it would be well with her at the last. But we who watched her
rapidly failing strength knew that it was well with her. Looking
back now upon all the circumstances of her last fortnight upon earth,
we can but say, " He hath done all things beautifully well." On the
last Lord's Day of the year (1918) she was able to be present at both
morning and evening services in Streatley Hall. Her oldest, dearest
friend, Mrs. Hake, of Brighton, was with her, and they partook together
of the Lord's Supper, which-<:JUt of due order-was administered
that night. When dear Mr. Ca1'1', in bidding her good-night, said,
"We have had a happy day, dear," she responded, " A very happy
day. I do lO'Ve Him" (a stronger expression than she was wont to
use). On Thurs,day morning, January 2nd, 1919, she had a severe
stroke, from which the doctor thought she could not rally. But she
regained consciousness. For six days after that her life gently ebbed.
'Her daughters will ever fondly cherish, the memory of her patient
sweetness during those last hours with them.
She had difficulty in speaking, but a beautiful radiance came into
her eyes when her dear husband said to her, "The Lord-the Holy
Spirit-'-direct your heart into the love of God-the Father-and
into the patient waiting for Christ." With the same happy smile
she responded to him when, bidding her Good-night for the last time,
he said, "The peace of God which passeth all understanding keep
your heart and mind through Christ Jesus."
May the same blessed peace "garrison" his own sadly bereaved
heart!
'
Very gently next morning, January 8th, she fell asleep. She was
laid to rest in Willesden Cemetery by her beloved pastor, Mr. Hazelton,
on January 13th.
" She viewed the Covenant sure,
Her hopes all centred there;
And on His bosom leaned secure
Whose temples bled for her.

A. C.

ALEXANDER.

-
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GERMAN LUTHERANISM.

"NOR is there any mystery in the case of German Lutheranism. It
has been used to support the policy of the Militarists and to justify all
their wicked ways. Its ",gis has been cast over outrages upon humanity
and common decency of which it is a shame even to speak. But let
us mark what actually happened. Before it could become the obsequious lackey of Kaiserism it had to rid itself of the constraining
authority of the Word of God. This story, too, is now well·known.
Scepticism was nourished in the universities from which higher critical
professors sent forth their pupils, and poured out their writings, all
inoculated with the virus of unbelief. It spread to the homes of the
pastors and teachers, and was reflected alike from the pulpit and in
the class-room. School children imbibed it, congregations absorbed
it, with the result that the people become practical sceptics, having
lost their reverence for Divine revelation and its supreme authority.
It was comparatively easy at the same time to indoctrinate them with
the false notion of German autocracy and the duty of subordinating
all else to its realization. The issue has added a chapter of bloodshed,
misery, and horror to the histOry of this fallen world. But in the
case of Germany, as of Rome, the lesson to be learned is not the failure
of Christianity, but the consequences of denying its gracious truths
and fotEaklng its holy precepts.
" In conclusion, we would briefly revert to the confirmation of Holy
Scripture -which recent events have supplied. We were told that in
the latter days unbelief would be rampant, and it is. We were told
that iniquity would abound, and it does. We were told that
nation would rise against nation, and it is our lot to see it. We
were told that moral declension and spiritual darkness would grow
deeper towards the end, and so they have. We were told that all
-through this dispensation the members of Christ would never be coextensive with His professing followers, and that its closing period
would be marked by the form of godliness with the denial of the power
thereof, which also is now apparent. But we were told to look for the
real reign of righteousness at the coming of our Lord and Saviour.
And that, too, will be manifested in due time. Failure ~ No! Christianity has not failed in its power, its comfort, its warning, or its hope.
Even its critics and foes will at last be compelled to exclaim, like the
apostate of old, '0 Galilean, Thou hast conquered.' "-The Engl':sh
:Churchman..
"IT is a remarkable fact that most laymen I have met out here
(India), who have been more or less regular church-goers, have disliked
ritualism of any kind, and much prefer a simple service in which they
themselves can take a part. Unfortunately, the average man has
not sufficiently strong views on the subject to make the ornate service
impossible to exist, and if he has, be stays away from church alto'
gether."-Letter from Staff Officer in lrulia.
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, "DAYS OF TROUBLE."
(OCTOBER NUMBER.)
, To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
......... DEAR MR, HOUGHTON,- .. , I have longed to write you since last
October to thank you for the beautiful Family Portion in the October
issue. It was so strange that you should have chosen that verse
(Psalm I. 15). I had been very depressed and low for some time, and
the one verse that kept me hom giving up hope was the one you had
written upon: "Call upon Me in the day of trouble," etc. It is a
great favourite of mine, .•.
I shall not soon forget' the joy it gave me on opening the GpSPEL
MAGAZINE to see the very words before me that I had so often thought
upon; and when reading the Porti<;m it seemed that my heaveuly
Father had sent it in answer to my prayers. May God bless you
indeed for it, and may He bless all the other dear writers.
With best wishes for the New Year,
Yours very sincerely,
January 14th, 1919.
_
FURTHER ENCOURAGEMENT.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SlR,-1 have long desired to send you a few lines to testify to
the blessing our God is graciousiy pleased to give through the dear
GOSPEL MAGAZINE from month to month, which a dear Christian lady
has been the honoured instrument in supplying me with for many
years. It is one of the greatest blessings of my life, next to the precious
Word of life itself, I may say the greatest in reading matter. I am
an invalid, and seldom able to get to our Lord's House; which makes
the Magazine in a greater measure a rich means of grace to my soul.
Your own portions are generally enjoyed, this month's (January)
particularly so. . . . 1 could go with you step by step and most heartily
drink in the blessed truths there advanced, for my soul's comfort and
delight. In fact, the last few months' issues have been especially.
savoury and sweet. The late dear Editor's sermons have also been
real spiritual food such as my soul loves. " The Nazareth of Jesus"
has ·been refreshing and sweet. So also have other pieces by your
kind helpers and contributors. "R.'s,"" Nettie's," and especially
"Follower On's," I seldom find unfruitful. . ... Others are also
made spiritual food, all more or less as the Holy Spirit is pleased to
clothe the Word with His Divine power. . .. I am so thankful to
see my prayer for you answered, that you may be continually anointed
with hesh oil, as I am sure you are.
Yours in Christ,
January 7th, 1919.
. .

.

•

The Gospel Magazf,ne
ENCOURAGING TESTIMONY.
To the Editor

0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I have very great pleasure in sending you
a cheque, value £5, as a donation to ·the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
I have been a reader of the Magazine from a child, and am now in
my sixtieth year. My father and mother used to take it in regularly.
I sometimes get down from the bookcase some of the old copies and
read with much interest, and I trust profit, the writings of those who
in their time bore the bm:den and heat of the day. It may well be
said of them', "Though now dead, they still speak."
While studying to exalt God in all they did and wrote, they felt in
and of themselves how short they came in exalting a precious Saviou!
.as they would like to have done, and in the words of the poet they
would say," Forgive the song that falls so low •
Beneath the gratitude I owe:
It means Thy praise, however poor,
An angel's song could do no more."

And when mellowing for death they could say," Welcome. blessed hour of full discharge,
That sets my longing soul at large;
Unbinds my chains, breaks up my cell,
And bids me with my Jesus dwell."
Both the above are taken from old Magazines in Dr. Doudney's
time. The latter, I believe, was on a tombstone in St. Mary's Church·
yard, Southampton. I have had search made for it, but my friend
could not trace it. Alterations have been made, and a new path or
road made, when perhaps it got moved.
At that time it was near a path where the dear Editor often used
t{)pass in his young days. How grateful we should be that such
language was recorded for our benefit. Especially am I thankful
that you still conduct the GOSPEL MAGAZINE on the old lines-and
others who assist you. . .. May God grant you health, strength,
wisdom, and ability, to continue doing so.
I am, Yours truly,
January 7th, 1919.

======

" BUT now when the fear of God can scarcely anywhere be found,
and when vices of every description increase daily, false prophets
moreover rising up among us, what else can be expected than that,
when we have filled up the measure of our iniquities, either the consummation of all things will overtake us, or that GERMANY will again
suffer the due punishments of her sins; so universally true it is, that
when sins increase, the punishments of them increase aIso."-Martin
Luther.
.
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1Jroustant Jlhacon.
HOW CAN WE BEST RECOVER FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER
ITS PROPER PLACE IN THE SERVICES OF THE
CHURCH~ .
By THE REV.

W.

BARDIN, VICAR OF ST. SILAS', TOXTETH, LIVERPOOL.

(Oomluded frfYTTI p. 91.)
(B)

LET US RESIST EVERY EFFORT TO RE-IMPOSE MEDIiEVAL SUPERSTITIONS AND PRACTICES.

There is the practice, fOl" instance, of
(1) Non-cfYTTImunicating Attendance.
The teaching of our Church is tliat " everyone of us must be guests
and not gazers, eaters and not lookers-on . . . we must ourselves
be partakers of this table and not beholders of others." In the institution of the Supper our Lord Jesus Christ said, "Eat this," "Drink
this," "Do this." In encouraging non-communicating attendance,
therefore, we are encouraging people to disobey our Lord's injunctions.
Dean Wace, writing recently to The Times, said, "Such attendance
is not only notoriously inconsistent with the practice of the first days
of the Church, but was expressly prohibited in the first and second
Prayer Books of the English Church at the Reformation." If it be
asked why the prohibition was omitted in 1662 the answer is that
the practice had so entirely ceased to exist that it was felt there was
no longer any need for such a prohibition. It may be here added
that in the report adopted by the Lower House of Canterbury Convocation in 1866 on the subject this statement was made: "Such
attendance is contrary to the spirit and usage of the Church of England,
and should not therefore be encouraged as the ordinary practice."
(2) The Practice of Fasting OfYTTImunion.
Those who have been bold enough to give reasons for this reveal
what Bishop Samuel Wilberforce declared to be a "detestable
materialism." I think I cannot do better than quote the Bishop'S
words in full: "The practice is not advocated because a man comes
in a clearer spirit and less disturbed body and mind, but on a miserably
degraded notion that the consecrated elements will meet with other
food in the stomach. It is a detestable materialism-philosophically
it is a contradiction, because when the celebration is over you may
hurry away to a meal, and the process about which you were so scrupulous immediately follows. The ·whole notion is simply disgusting."
(3) The Practice of Reservation.
This is to-day being claimed as a convenience for the sick, but the.
main purpose of all the agitation is that it may be adored. The
petition of the thousand priests has disclosed the main object they
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have in view. While the Bishops were preparing to agree to the
infringement of the definite prohibition of this practice by our Church,
by taking upon themselve to allow reservation for the sick, these
men romped in with their demand for "the right of access to the
reserved sacrament for the purpose of devotion,"
Having travelled thus far we have arrived at that "idolatry"
which is " to be abhorred of all faithful Christians."
But again it must be remarked that the whole position of the Church
of England is utterly antagonistic to reservation for any purpose
whatever. To allow it means the revolutionizing of her structure.
It 'is condemned in her Articles of Religion and provided against in
her Communion services. It is a practice utterly alien to the whole
position of the Protestant Reformed Church of England. The Bishops
of Canterbury Convocation in 1885 made the position clear in these
words: "The practice of Reservation' is contrary to the wise and
carefully revised order of the Church of England as expressed in the'
Book of Common Prayer." Again," No Reservation for any purpose
is consistent with the rule of the Church of England." The two
Archbishops in 1900, speaking for the whole body of Bishops, refused
to admit any tampering with the prohibition. The Royal Commission
of 1906 remarked: "Reservation has not been the subject of an
actual decision in the ecclesiastical courts or the Judicial Committee,
though its unlawfulness has been stated incidentally in judgments
in both tribunals."
(c) LET US HOLD FAST TO THE LIBERTY WHICH FROM LONG CUSTOM
WE HAVE INHERITED.

(1) Refuse to be bound. to a weekly administration, and especially
with a view to making the Holy Communion the principal service
of the day. As a fact the Lord's Supper in its institution has no
connection whatever with the Lord's Day. It was not instituted
on Sunday, but, according to our reckoning, on Thursday evening.
It is an interesting study to notice how the. confident repetition of
a statement, though incorrect, will ultimately find a way into the
region of accepted truth, and men will receive without enquiry statements as facts which, if they were investigated and sifted, would be
found to be fallacies. One of the arguments, for instance, for early
Sunday morning Communions is to connect it with the resurrection.
You find it in Cyprian, who says: "Christ offered in the evening
to signify the going down or evening of the wOIld, but we offer in the
morning to commemorate His resurrection." The argument used
to-day is that our salvation being' assured by the resurrection, which
took place in the morning, therefore morning Communion should be
the rule. Now the whole fabric of such deductions is erected on a
rotten foundation. The premiss in each case is wrong and the conclusion false. The Communion has no relationship whatever with
the resurrection.. In it we "'show the Lord's death till He come."
(2) We must cling to our tight to have it at any hour of the day,
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and we are thus more likely to do something towards restoring it to
its rightful place in the services of the Church.
I would say, let ns very especially maintain onr right to have it
in the evening. I affirm that evening communion is the exclusive
rule of the New Testament and of the earliest Church:. When men
the Lord's own service on the Lord's own day," we are prepared'
to dispute their claims in regard to these things. It is not more
specially the Lord's own service than the ministry of preaching and
teaching, or the service of prayer and supplication. Christ empha· .
sized these indeed, more than that, and gave us a form of prayer to
use. In the. Lord's action it was not necessarily associated with
what we have come to speak of as the Lord's Day.
But if for the sake of argument we grant these claims a,nd men
make the Apostolic practice of meeting together on the Lord's Day,
for the purpose of breaking bread, the basis of their claim that we
should do likewise, then we will claim that they must go one step
further, if they wish to maintain any aspect of consistency We
shall add a rider to their proposition and cry, " The Lord's own se~vice,
on the Lord's own day, at the Lord's' own time."
Every reference to the Lord's Supper in the Scriptures will justify
us in this. It was instituted in the evening. On the only occasion
within the forty days between resurrection and ascension, on which
our Lord broke bread .with His disciples, sacramentally, it was in the
evening. The Communion at Troas was an evening Communion,
. and when Paul refers to it in writing to the Corinthians he speaks of
it as " the Lord's Supper."
I will venture to suggest that the early practice of Christians must
always have been an .evening Communion. At that time, the first
day of the week was not the day of rest for either Jew or Gentile.
It would appear, indeed, that up to the time of the destruction of
Jerusalem the Hebrew Christians continued to frequent the Temple,
and I suppose, of necessity, they would have to observe the Jewish
Sabbath. Gentiles and Jews, therefore, as they came into the Christian
Church, would be engaged in their ordinary occupations during the
day time of what we now keep as the day of rest, and in the evening
of that day, when the daily task was over, they would resort to their
meeting places and, in some upper room-in the house of a Stephanas
-the home of a Lydia-the school of a Tyrranus-they would spend
the quiet hours of the setting day, free from the distracting thoughts
of a day's work in front of them, conscious that the day's toil was
over and the daily task done, in the hearing of God's Word and in
oft~n times gathering round the Table spread with those
" S:weet memorials till the Lord
Call us round His heavenly board." .

cry, "

The title, "the Supper of the Lord," or "the Lord's Supper," is
used five times in the Church of England Catechism.-THE EDITo).\..
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee have much cause for thlY,kfulness to God -for inclining
the hearts of so many friends towards the Society, thus giving reason
to hope that the proposed enlargement of the benefits given will be
supported by all to whom the basis and principles of the work are
dear. Portraits of the fathers and founders- of the Institution are
to be seen at the Homes and in the Board Room of the City Office,
and to-day God's servants, following in their steps, strengthen th.is
work for the poor and aged members of the body of which our blessed
Lord is the Head.
A happy gathering has recen-tly been held at our Camberwell Home.
After a tea to the inmates and friends, Mr. J. B. CoIlin presided over
the meeting, when addresses were given by Messrs. Atherton, Roe,
McCarthy, Falkner, and other friends. Such seasons of fellowship and
the visits of the ladies do much to cheer those to whom" the grass·
hopper is a burden." The presence and help of friends at the Saturday
evening prayer meetings at the Homes are a great help to us.
In " A Letter of Sixty Years Ago," in the current Quarterly Record,
a benefactor, who has beeu more than 56 years in heaven, writes:
" Tn reference to the poor man of whom you speak, if he is indeed oue
of the living family, coming within the rules of the Society, and
recommended by subscribers, the Committee would investigate the
case, and if found eligible he would be relieved."

tltebtewli anb j}.otices of Jaoob.
SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION PAMPHLETS.
We have received Nos. 31 and 32. One of them is entitled, "Sins
Remitted and Sins Retained," by Rev. Peter Atherton. The other
consists of seven P UTe Truth Mission leaflets bound together. They
are from the pen of the Rev. G. Stevenson. Both these pamphlets
- are 2d. each, post free, and may be had of Rev. Henry Atherton, The
Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E. 5.
SELECTED WORDS OF THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON. Pp. 12, price Id.
(Miss L. Ormiston, 3, Berkeley Square, BristoL)
These are choice sayings of the late h.ighly-esteemed Editor of this
Magazine. The booklet is neatly got up in envelope size, and will be
very suitable for enclosing in letters.
THE VICTORY BOOK. By H. H. MARTIN. Pp. 18, price 2d. Protestant
Truth Society, 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, E.C. 4.)
The Victory Book is the Bible, and this pamphlet is wholly devoted
to the glories of the English Bible. The matter is excellent from
beginning to end.
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