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JUSTIFICATION.
" Being justified freely by His grace tltrough the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus." -ROMANS ill. 24.

Tms chapter is full of teaching on the great subject of justification.
The verb, to justify, occurs no less than six times in it (see verses
4, 20, 24, 26, 28, 30). Justification may be defined as that act
of GOD by which He declares a person righteous. Such a declaration may be made on one of two grounds. First, a person may
be declared righteous because he is righteous. In this sense a
man may· be justified in a human court of justice. He may be
charged with a particular crime, but after careful investigation
the judge may find that he is not guilty of the charge alleged against
him. In respect of that charge he is righteous, and because he is
so the judge will justify him, i.e., declare him to be righteous.
Justification of this kind is referred to in Deuteronomy xxv. I,
where we read, "If there be a controversy between men, and they
come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they
shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked." No man,
however, can be justified in GOD'S court of justice on the ground
of his own righteousness, for it is writen, " There is none righteous,
no, not one." All without· exception have sinned. All the world,
therefore, is guilty before GOD. Not one can plead innocence of
the crimes charged against him. If we are taught of the Hol.Y
GHOST we ehall be ready to say, "We are all as an unclean thing,
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and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." We have all, like
sheep, gone astray. We cannot say one good word for ourselves.
We were shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin. Our hearts are
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. Blessed be
GOD, however, there is another ground of justification besides that
of our own righteousness. There is justification on the ground
that the righteousness of Another is imputed to us. This is the
sense in which a sinner may be justified before GOD. "By the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified (or declared
righteous) in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
But now (as the case stands) the righteousness of GOD without
(apart from) the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; even the" righteousness of GOD which is by
faith of JESUS CHRIST unto all, and upon all them that believe:
for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of GOD ; being justified (or declared righteous) freely by
His grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS" (Rom.
iii. 10, 20-24). Here we read of another nghteousness which is
unto all and upon all them that believe. It is a righteousness not
by our merits but by faith in JESUS CHRIST. It is Divine righteousness, the righteousness which GOD has provided, the righteousness
Qf our Divine Surety, the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Peter addresses
his second Epistle "to them that have obtained a like precious
faith with us in the righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST" (2 Pet. i. 1, R.V.). It is CHRIST'S righteousness then by
which His believing people are justified. GOD" made Him to be
sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we ruight be made the righteousness of GOD in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). As the LORD laid on
Him our iuiquity by imputation, so He imputes His righteousness
to us. "For as by one man's disobedience (i.e., the "disobedience
of the first Adam) many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of One (i.e., the obedience of the last Adam) shall many
be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). As Adam's disobedience is
imputed, reckoned, put down to the account of all his posterity,
so the obedience of CHRIST is imputed, reckoned, put down to the
"account of all who believe. Here is "the blessedness of the man,
. unto whom GOD imputeth righteousness without works." Such a
man's iuiquities are forgiven and his sins covered, and to him" the
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LORD will not impute sin" (Rom. iv. 6-8). It is of this righteous."
ness that the Apostle Paul speaks when he expresses the desire to,
be found in CHRIST" not having mine own righteousness, which is:
of the law, but that which is through the faith of CHRIST, the
righteousness which is of GOD by faith" (Phi!. iii. 9).
Returning to our chapter, the third of Romans, let us consider,
what it teaches respecting this great and essential doctrine .of,
justification.
1. We are taught that a sinner, an unrighteous man, is justified.
gratuitously.
Gratuitous justification, that is, the doctrine of Scripture. It
is a justification bestowed without any claim or merit on our part.It is free, gratis, for nothing. "Justified freely" are the words
used by the Apostle. The word translated.freely (owpfav) mealli\
freely, for naught, gratis, gratuitously. The word is used in
reference to the treatment which our LORD received at the hands
of His enemies. He says, "They hated Me without a cause."
The words, "without a cause," 'are the translation of the same
word as is translated "freely" in Rom. iii. 24. They hated
CHRlsT without any cause in Him why they should hate Him,
So GOD justifies His people without any cause in them why He
should justify them. CHRIST did not deserve, He did not merit;
the hatred of His enemies. We do not deserve, we do not merit,
our justification. GOD justifies us though we do not deserve this
great blessing. He justifies the ungodly, but He does it justly,
because He justifies them on the ground that the righteousness of
their Divine Surety is imputed to them (Rom. iv. 5). Hence this
justification is " by His grace," "and if by grace, then it is no more
of works: otherwise grace is no more grace" (Rom. xi. 6). Grace
totally excludes all human works and all human merit as .a ground
of justification. Whether the works are done before justification
or after justification makes no difference in this respect. No
works wrought by us, whether of ourselves or as a result of the
inherent work of the SPIRIT, can be regarded as a ground of our
.justification. The works which the HOLY GHOST enables GOD'S·
people to do, are evidences of justification. They prove that
,justification has been bestowed, . They do not earn it. They do
not merit it. Justification is .wholly and altogether of grace. .It
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is eternal in its duration, and nothing that we do or leave undone
can add to it or diminish from it. " Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the HOLY GHOST
which He shed on us abundantly through JESUS CHRIST our
SAVIOUR; that being justified by His grace, we should be made
heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Tit. iii. 5-7). This
great and essential truth strikes at the root of all Romish, Arminian,
and modern error. It sweeps away as wholly unscriptural and
pernicious, the doctrine now being taught by leading teachers in
the professing Church, that men are saved on the ground of bravery
on the field of battle.
2. We are taught that a si1mer is justified through the redemption
fJIat is in Christ Jesus.
"Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus." CHRIST gave His life a ransom instead of
many. He redeemed His people with His precious blood. By
dying as the holy Substitute of His people CHRIST has satisfied the
claims of Divine justice against the sinner. He has endured the
penalty which the sinner deserved. Hence it is written that
" CHRIST hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). He hath rescued us from the wrath
to come, He hath delivered us from the merited penalty which our
sin deserved. GOD hath set Him forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness" that He might be
just and the Justifier of him which believeth in JESUS" (Rom. iii.
25, 26). In other words, GOD can justly justify the believer in
JESUS, seeing that the believer's Surety hath by His obedience
unto death met the claims of Divine Law. "CHRIST discharged
our debt. There is a double debt that He discharged, the debt of
obedience, and the debt of punishment.' CHRIST satisfied both.
For the debt of obedience He fulfilled the law perfectly and exactly
for us; and for the debt of punishment He suffered death for us,
and satisfied Divine justice" (Gibbes, The Church's Riches, vol. iv,
p. 50). " Every sinner since the fall is under a double obligation.
He owes the LORD both perfect obedience, and, through his default,
the penalty due for disobedience. Justice will not suffer any maD
to enter heaven till this debt be paid. . . . Man has utterly disabled
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himself from paying either the one or the other ; he. can neither
obey perfectly nor satisfy for the least disobedience, and hereupon
every son of Adam becomes guilty before GOD and liable to eternal
Wrath, without the least hope of recovery from and by himself.
• . . But now the LORD, out of infinite love to His elect, accepts of
CHRIST, freely offering Himself to be their Surety, and to pay that
for them which they were never able to pay themselves; and this
He did by performing perfect obedience, which was the principal
debt, and suffering death and the wrath of GOD', which was the
penalty. Now this Surety's payment being accepted for those
that believe, they are discharged, as though themselves had paid
it" (David Clarkson's Righteousness of Christ, vo!. i, p. 274). The
homily, Of the Salvation of Mankind, has these words, "CHRIST is
now the righteousness of all them that truly do believe in Him.
He for them paid their ransom by His death. He for them fulfilled
the law in His life. So that now in Him, and .by Him, every true
Christian man may be called a fulfiller of the law; forasmuch as
that which their infirmity lacketh CHRIST'S justice (righteousness)
hath supplied." Justification is thus through the redemption
that is in CHRIST. It is free and gratuitous to His people, but it
cost Him His life to procure it. In the language. of the Westminster
Confession of Faith, "CHRIST, by His obedience and death, did
fully discharge the debt of all those that are thus justified, and
did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction to His FATHER'S
justice in their behalf."
3. We are taught that justification is a Divine act.

GoD is the Justifier. He only can declare the believing sinner
righteous. He only imputeth righteousness to His elect people.
He only forgives their iniquities and covers their sins (Rom. iii.
26, 30; iv. 5, 6). He foreknew, and He predestinated His people.
He calls and He justifies them, and He will eventually glorify
them. " It is GOD that justifieth " (Rom. viii. 28-30, 33). Hence
the question can triumphantly be asked, "Who shall lay anything
to the charge of GOD'S elect?" Charges may truly be brought
against them by Satan and by men, but they are all in vain, since
GoD, on the ground of their Divine Surety's obedience unto death,
hath declared them righteous. The three Persons in the Trinity
are all concerned in the justification of the:...elect. The FATHER
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is the Source from whence this great blessing proceeds. "It is
GOD that justifieth." The SON is the Channel through which it
flows to GOD'S people. "By Him all that believe are justified"
(Acts xiii. 39). The SPIRIT is the Divine Agent by Whom they
are brought into the enjoyment of this great blessing. "Ye are
justified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of
our-GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
No human priest can bestow this blessing. The power to justify
and to forgive is reserved to GOD Himself.

4, We are ta'U{Jht that justification is by faith only.
It is by faith in JESUS CHRIST. It is unto all and upon all them
that believe. GOD justifies him that believeth in JESUS, him that
hath faith in His blood. "A man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law" (Rom. iii. 22, 25, 26, 28). Taught by the
SPIRIT a man sees himself as a hell-deserving sinner, he sees CHRIST
as His Substitute, obeying and dying in His stead, and by GODgiven faith in His merits he appropriates this great blessing, and
goes on his way rejoicing. Faith is the Divinely-given hand which
appropriates, the Divinely-given eye which sees, the Divinelygiven mouth which receives this blessing. " We are accounted
righteous before GOD, only for the merit of our LORD and SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST by faith, and not for our own works or deservings :
wherefore, that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome
doctrine, and very full of comfort" (Article XI).
GOD freely justifies His people, "not by imputing faith itselfthe act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience-to them
as their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of CHRIST unto them, they receiving and resting on Him
and His righteousness by faith: which faith they have not of
themselves; it is the gift of GOD" (Westminster C(mfession of
Faith, chapter xi.).
It is true that it is stated of Abraham that " his faith is counted
.for righteousness" (Rom. iv. 5), but that is only because faith
trusts in the righteousness of CHRIST. Hence we have the expressions, "the righteousness of the faith," and "the righteousness of
_faith." The righteousness whereby we are justified must be
-distinguished from the faith which rests in that righteousness
~Rom. iv. 11, 13). "Faith, thus receiving and resting on CHRIST
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and His righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification;
yet it is not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied
with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by
love" (Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter xi.).
5. We are taught that justification is a blessing which is intended
for men of all nations.
"Is He the GOD of the Jews only 1 is He not also of the
Gentiles 1 Yes, of the Gentiles also: seeing it is one GOD, Which
shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through
faith" (Rom. iii. 29, 30). Thank GOD for this great truth. Justifying righteousness is unto all and upon all them that believe:
There is no difference between Jew and Gentile in this respect.
Every penitent, believing sinner who is enabled to trust in the
blood and righteousness of the LORD JESUS CHRIST will be justified
• ' freely by GOD'S grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS. GOD has His people among the Gentiles as well as among
the Jews, and the riches of His grace are extended to all sorts and
conditions of men. Abraham is "the father of all them that
believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness
!night be imputed unto them also." "The Scripture foreseeing
that GOD would justify the heathen through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be
blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abmham" (Rom. iv. 11; Gal. iii. 8, 9). It follows then, dear
believing reader, that you can speak of CHRIST as the LORD your
Righteousness and you can say, "I will greatly rejoice in the
LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my GOD; for He hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10).
" A debtor to mercy alone
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring:
The terrors of law, and of GOD,
With me can have nothing to do :
My SAVIOUR'S obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.':
(Toplady.)

Whitington Vicarage,
.Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(ThomIU HoughtOfl).
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THE HOUSE OF GOD.
" The house 01 God, which is the Ohurch 01 the living God."
1 Tm. iii. 15.
of the greatest problems which confronts the nation just
now is the housing question. The great War put r. stop to the
building of houses, and it is now exceedingly difficult for people,
who wish to remove, to get a house to live in. Much attention is
rightly being given to this problem. The Government has
inaugurated 'a great scheme to remedy the evil, and in the course
of a few years a large number of new houses will, God willing,
be built, and a good many houses which are unfit for human
habitation will be pulled down and destroyed. This great scheme, .
however, has only to do with temporal things. The inward
thought of the ungodly is that" their houses shall continue for ever,
and their dwelling places to all generations" (Psa. xlix. 11). The
day is coming, however, when the most palatial buildings as well
as the humblest cottages shall be destroyed. "The earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up" (2 Pet. iii. 10).
Moreover, however comfortably housed. men may be, it is appointed
unto them once to die, and having brought nothing into the world
it is certain they can carry nothing out. Blessed are they, then,
who can say, "We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly
desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven"
(2 Cor. v. 1, 2).
The house of which the Apostle speaks in the passage selected for
our consideration is not a house of bricks and mortar. It is a
spiritual house, a house pervaded by the Spirit of God. It is the
Church of the living God. It is the people of God who, as the
Greek word for Church implies, have been called out from the
world. This Church is "the blessed company of all faithful
people." Tt is the eternally.loved, the elect, the redeemed, the
regenerated, the called, the justified people of the living God.
Its members may belong to various denominations of Christian
ONE
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people, but, taken together, they form that" Church of God which
He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
This Church is called "the house of God." It was typified by
the temple or house of the Lord at Jerusalem. It is a mistake to
speak of the buildings in which Christians meet for worship as the
house of God or the Sanctuary. The New Testament never calls
the meeting place of the Christian Church "the house of God."
It reserves this expression for God's people. They are now the
temple of God. " Ye are the temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
God does not dwell in our Church buildings, but in the hearts
of His people. The Lord's presence is specially manifested wherever
two or three of His people meet for worship, whether it be in a
barn, in a cottage, in a field, or in a Church building. Every
place is hallowed by His presence wherever His people temporarily
meet. The poet Cowper well and Scripturally says:" For Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going, take Thee to their home."
It is the failure to recoguize this great truth which has led to
the building of magnificent and costly cathedrals and churches,
and to an undue attention being paid to their internal decoration,
and to an undue reverence being given to such buildings. This
arises from a failure to distinguish between the dispensation of
the old covenant and the dispensation of the new covenant. Under
the former there was by Divine command a magnificent tabernacle
and temple, a priesthood, vestments, incense and sacrifices. There
was a holy place, and a most holy place, and the Lord dwelt
between the cherubims which overshadowed the mercy seat; All
this was only "a figure for the time then present . . . imposed
on them until the time of reformation" (Heb. ix. 9, 10). These
things, though divinely ordained, are now divinely abolished.
Christ hath taken away the first that He might establish the
second. In that God foretold a neiocovenant He hath made the
first old, and that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to
vanish away. (See Heb. viii. 13; x,· 9). . Realizing that the
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Church is now called "the house of God," let us notice someo!
the teaching of .scripture in connection with this beautiful figure.
I. Think of the foundation of this house.
"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid which isJesus Christ" (I Cor. iii. 11). It is Christ of Whom the Father
speaks when He says, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation:
he that believeth shall not make haste" (Isa. xxviii. 16). He is
the Rock on which the Church is built. "Upon this Rock TWill
build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it" (Matt., xvi. 18). All the stones of this house are connected
with, and in union with, this great foundation. If we are not in
vital union with Him we must perish. Only the house built upon
the Rock will stand against the storm. That which is built
upon the sand will fall, and great will be its destruction.
Blessed are they who can say :" My hope is built ou nothing less
Than Jesu's blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesu's name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other growld is sinking sand."
2. Think of the 'fIU1J,erial<i of this house.
There is no shortage of materials and, no difficulty from the
Divine standpoint in securing them. No design of Satan can
hinder the Builder from erecting this Spiritual house. Every
stone is registered in His book. All the materials, though scattered
in all parts of the earth, are known to Him, and He is gradually
gathering them and putting them in their place in the walls of
this great temple. The materials consist of poor, hell-deserving
sinners chosen by the Father, sanctified by the Spirit, and sprinkled
with .the blood of Jesus Christ, "to Whom coming, as unto a
living Stone,. disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and
precious, they also, as lively stones, are built up a Spiritual house."
(See 1 Pet. i. 2; ii. 4, 5.) The gathering of these materials and
the erection of this house is according to plan. May our generals
in war declare that they win battles according to plan, and may
not our God teach us that the materials of this house are saved
and called not according to their works, but according to His own
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purpose and grace, which were given them in Christ Jesus before
the world began ~ (See 2 Tim. i. 9). There need be no feverish
haste or anxiety, then, about the building of this house. The
Divine purpose will be accomplished at His own set time.
. 3. Think of the Builder of this house.
Every house is builded by some man, and this house is being
built 'by the God-man Christ Jesus. "Behold the Man Whose
na.me is the BRANCH; and He shall grow up out of His place,
.and He shall build the temple of the Lord" (Zech. vi. 12). Christ
has made Himself responsible to build this house. He has undertaken to bring all the materials into their appointed place (John x.
16). All the materials of this house have been given to Him by
the Father, and He purchased them, bought them, and redeemed
them with His blood. Hence they belong to Him. It sometimes
happens that in regard to earthly buildings a man may lay the
foundation and not be able to finish it, and people will say,
"This man began to build, and was not able to finish." That
will, never be said of Christ, the Builder of this Spiritual house.
Christ is the antitype of Zerubbabel, and it may truly be said of
Christ, "The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of
this house; His hands shall also finish it." "And He shall bring
forth the topstone thereOf with· shoutings, crying, Grace, grace
unto it" (Zech. iv. 7, 9). This house is getting larger in size every
day. The stones thereof are being quietly gathered out from
nature's quarry, and are being hewn, polished, and placed in their
appointed positions. In Christ" all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord" (Eph. ii. 21)..
4. Think of the Occupier of this house.
Before the war· we could often see empty houses as we moved
.about from place to place. The house whereof we are writing
is never empty. It is always occupied. It is occupied by the
Father. He hath said, "I will dwell in them, and walk in them"
(2 Cor. vi. 16). It· is occupied by the Son as well as the Father.
.. If a man love Me," Christ says, "he will keep My words: and
My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him" (John xiv. 23). It is also occupied by the
Spirit. " Ye are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth
in you.'.' (1 Cor. iii, 16). This is a solemn and blessedtruth~ The
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believer needs ever to realize that His body is the temple of the
Holy. Ghost, and he is therefore to walk carefully and beware of
using his members for unholy purposes. The spiritual temple of
God is holy and is not to be used for profane purposes. The
Lord's people are to be practically holy as God is holy. A Spiritual
house must never be defiled by being put to uses contrary to the
mind of the Spirit. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ
dwelling in him he does not belong to Christ, and has no place in
this Spiritual building (Rom. viii. 9). If the Holy Ghost doth not
occupy our hearts we are still dead in)respasses and sins.
5. Think of the M aster of this Muse.
We say, "Every man is master in his own house." The house
of which we are speaking is Christ's house. It is His property..
We read, "Christ as a Son over His Own house; whose house are
we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope
firm unto the end" (Heb. iii. 6). Here is an important truth.
Christ is the Head of the Church, and He is therefore Master of
the house. There must be no questioning of His authority, no
rebellion against His lordship. His will is law, and all His people
must joyfully, cheerfully, and willingly be subject to His holy will,
and acquiesce in all His designs and arrangements. In all things
He must have the pre-eminence.
6. Think 0/ the Priest of this house.
There was a high priest connected with the house of the Lord
at Jerusalem, and there is a great High Priest connected with
this Spiritual house. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness t~
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus ... and having an
high priest over the house" of God; let us dr-aw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith" (Heb. x. 19-22). And who is the
High Priest over this house 1 It is "Jesus, made an High Priest
fOr ever after the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. vi. 20). He is a
merciful and faithful High Priest Who made reconciliation for
the sins of the people, who are the materials of which this house
consists. He is the High Priest of good things to come Who
offered Himself without spot to God as a Sacrifice for the sins of
His people. He by Himself purged their sins, and through the
blood of His offering we may draw near to the throne of grace.
He can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He can

•

•

,
•

. 1,

The Gospel Magazine

105

sympathize with all the members of this house, and He ever lives
to make intercession for them. There is but One Priest over this
house. Beware of any who would attempt to take His place.
7. Think of the discipline of this house.
We read that "the time is come that judgment must begin at"
the house of God," and it is added, "Wherefore let them that
suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their
souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator" (1 Pet. iv.
17, 19). The members of the household of faith are imperfect.
They sometimes need parental chastisement. The Father of
the family loves all His children, and He exercises needed discipline
over them. " Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth." His checks and reproofs administered in various ways are all good and profitable for His children,
though they are grievous to bear. Many of their trials and sufferings are due to their being members of God's family and followers
of Christ. But they are not to be moved by these afflictions, for
they are appointed thereunto (1 Thess. iii. 3). Hence when
sufferings come to them according to the will of God let them
" commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing as unto
a faithful Creator." His children are all dear to Him, and He wil
never forsake them nor put them out of His family.
8. Lastly, let us think of the fi,rw,l destiny of thi~ house.
The old earth is not the permanent home of this Spiritual house.
The day is coming when the whole house will, by Divine power,
be transferred from earth to heaven. The Builder of this house
says, "In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so,
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you." The
Father's "house is on high in heaven. Our Father is in heaven~
The Lord Jesus has gone there to prepare a place for His people,
and He says, "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 1-3). Here is
a housing question which transcends all the schemes of governments
and trade unions. To have a comfortable and substantial house
on earth is good, but it is only temporary. To belong to the house
of God, the Church which He purchased with His blood, is to belong
to a building founded on the Rock of Ages, which can never" be
shaken and never overthrown." All the members of this house
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are Divinely predestinated, called" and justified, and eventually
they shall be glorified. The God of all grace hath called them
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus (1 Pet. v. 10).
" Rising on the one Foundation,
Planned and built by God alone,
See His chosen habitation,
Christ Himself the Corner-stone.
Holy temple!
King Nlessiah's priestly throne.
" While in Christ the building groweth.
Fitly framed of polished stones,
All its matchless glory floweth
From the blood which there atones,
In this temple
God Himself our worship owns,
" Are we Jiving stones. united
To the temple of the Lord 1
Then in us He hath delighted,
Aud His love wc shall record.
In His temple
Be His holy name adored! "
(Joseph Irons.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, NfJrlolk.

THE EDITOR.

(Thomas Houghton).

"IT'S ONE OF THEM THINGS."

IN writing to a friend we informed him that five of our grown-up
young people had been down with chicken-pox. In replying to our
letter our friend wrote as follows :" Some time ago I was preaching at L-, and missed one of our
,old members from the service. On inquiry I found she was sick, and
I!oO went to see her. 'Well, granny, what is the matter l' was my
greeting. Her reply was, 'It's one of them things,' pointing to the
loot of her bed, where there hung on the wall that blessed text (Rom.
viii. 28), , And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God.' 'It's one of them things,' she repeated. And it is
" one of them things' that your dear children are suffering from. The
Lord grant healing in His Own time."
We pass on the incident for the comfort of our readers. " Many
aie the afllictions of the righteous," but our afllicted readers, if
numbered amongst the people of God, may always truly say in reference to one and anothfr of their trials that, "It's one of them things."
To them that love God and who are the called according to His pur,
pose, "All things work together 'for' good."-l'he Editor.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of
the Lord, that shall stand. "-PROVERBS xix. 21.
is indeed a quieting word for thee, exercised believer! You
are probably at your wit's end; at the end of all your resources;
and you find you have no reserve strength to count upon. The
enemy is dogging your steps at every turn, and you are wondering
not only where the scene will end, but whether you will endure to
that end! Did Little-faith but lmow, she would be singing instead
of wondering, for the end must be the ultimate blessing to the excercised heart, and glory redounding to her God. So here it is, that
though there be "many devices," it matters not, for it makes no
ultimate difference to the end and counsel that the Lord has in mind
for His people. "The counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." Oh!
is it not a blessed spot to rest in, that He overrules all, that He manipulates our minutest affairs, that He is carrying out His bright designs
and fulfilling the counsel of His own will, nothing changing His mind
and none able to frustrate what He intends shall be.

HERE

"In Heaven and earth, in sky and seas,

He executes His firm decrees.
And by His .aints it stands confessed
That what He does is ever best."
Our text speaks of "many devices." Yes, many and devious, aud
beyond calculation! The devices of the evil one, actuating man's
heart, are oftimes very bitter and surprising. They overtake the
child of God with cruel surprise, and one has to suffer the venom of
hatred and mischief and strife of tongues, and "behold how great a
matter a little fire kindleth ! "
But whilst we are thus called to suffer at the hand of friend and
foe, let us remember that these hearts of ours are alike, and they are
equally deceitful and desperately wicked, so that we learn by painful
and humbling experience that in our own hearts there dwelleth no
good thing, and" many devices" of evil are there! Let the Lord but
send some trial or affliction or temptation, and leave us to ourselves,
and we shall soon see it wanted but that to stir up the scum of evil
within, and cause us to act like a wild bull in the net. It is only He
W'ho is Wisdom Who can discern and lay bare those "witty inventions " of man in his carnal nature. "I wisdom dwell with prudence,
and find out lmowledge of witty inventions," i.e., devices of sin. And
blessedly true is it for you and me, dear reader, that whilst" without
counsel, wisdom perisheth," yet He Who is the wisdom of God is
made thus unto His People, and He is the Infallible Instructor of His
People. He calls unto them, " Hear instruction, and be wise, and,refuse
8
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it not. Blessed is the man that heareth Me, waching daily at My gates,
waiting at the posts of My door. For whoso findeth Me findeth life,
and shall obtain favour of the Lord." Oh! who would not desire to
attain to that thrice blessed privilege of sitting at His feet, waiting at
the post of His doors, and hearkening unto that heavenly Voice of
Wisdom! Has He not, as the hymn says, "an undisputed right
to govern me and mine" 1 As a Father. has He not the right to
rebuke, as a Teacher to chasten, as the Saviour to pluck us from danger
and prevent us with His mercy, and as a Guide to control our steps 1
We may kick and chafe as we like at the rod, but the Lord will do all
He sees needful, nor relax until He sees the lesson is learned, and that
the peaceable fruits of the afterward be forthcoming.
" There are many devices in a man's heart "-even in the heart of
the child of God, as of reprobate man. There are schemes, contrivances, plans and plots; and oh! how the saints fall under this
discovery when their God probes and searches to the v ery bottom
of their hearts! The Lord alone reads every motive, and often have
we to learn the humbling lesson that what we have thought sincere
and honest had so much of self and sin mingled with it, that the trial
He sent to blast our schemes and destroy our gourd was but His
prevenient mercy and delivering grace from the snare in which we
were entrapping ourselves! Thus the Psalmist prayed an acceptable
prayer when he cried, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try
me and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting."
Then there is the device of the wicked. " He deviseth mischief upon
his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good: he abhorreth
not evil." The Psalmist suffered much at the wicked plotting of his
enemies, but he is not given wholly over to them. He has been taught
to "hope yet in God "; and out of the low dungeon to cry into the
Ear that never fails to hear the sighing and the crying of the needy.
He, by the Holy Spirit's prompting, immediately turns from the
wicked devices of his foes to his God and sings, "Thy mercy 0 Lord,
is in the heavens: and Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.
Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; Thy judgments are
a great deep: 0 Lord, Thou preservest man and beast." And God's
faithfulness and mercy overtake and overcome all the devices and
plottings of His foes against His Church. He performeth all things
for them, and their holy challenge is, "If God be for us, who can be
against us 1" Thus Joseph proved in all the vile plots of his brethren
and the devices of a wicked woman to defame his character. Thus
did Esther and her people live to see the overthrowing of the wicked
device of their enemy. "Because Haman the son of Ha=edatha
the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the Jews
to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot to consume them,
and to destroy them. But when Esther came before the king, he
co=anded by letters that his wicked device, which he devised against
the Jews, should return upon his own head, and that he and his sons

,
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should be hanged upon the gallows." So the wicked ever fall into the
pit they have digged, and" a II\an of wicked devices will " the Lord
"condeII\ll." Satan set his heart upon God's dear servant Job, and
the Lord perII\itted hiII\ to try hiII\ II\uch and long, but there was a
limit and an end. Job's" latter end" was blessed more than all his
beginning. Every child of God, if he \viII but wait his Lord's time,
shall see how" The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought;
He maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of
the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations."
All the best laid plans, all the schemes of the wisest plotters, all the
wicked inventions to do the children of God evil, are laid low under the
mighty hand of Jacob's God. When He arises for His people's cause
and help, then all their devices are overthrown, the enemy is turned
back, and their hands cease to perforII\ their enterprise. David was
proving this all his life, and so does and will every son and daughter
of the Lord God Almighty. They have El Shaddai on their side, and
He will bring them through. Poor Peter proved this after Satan's
sifting, and Paul proved the" grace sufficient" which supported him
under the buffetings of the evil messenger. David could rejoice in
,the" token for good" which taught him, " By this I know that thou
favourest me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over me." The
much tried Jeremiah had nowhere else to flee for comfort and deliverance but unto his God while the enemy was saying, " Come, and let us
devise devices against Jeremiah, for the law shall not perish from the
priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet.
Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed
to any of his words." Then it was tha.t the Lord's dear servant turns
him to his stronghold and prays, "Give heed to me, 0 Lord, and
hearken to the voice of them that contend with me." Yes, the Lord
may tarry with all longsuffering. He may see fit to keep his children
long under the yoke of bondage and in prison until the very iron enter
their soul, but He will arise to deliver: and declare vengeance upon
His enemies. "Woe to them that devise iniquity"! He that toucheth
His people, toucheth the apple of His eye, and their own eye to their
nurt. He will "render unto them a recompense according to the
work of their hands," as the prophet Jeremiah wrote and afterwards
proved, "But Thou, 0 Lord of hosts, that judgeth righteously, that
triest the reins and the heart, let me see Thy vengeance on them; fOl'
unto Thee have I revealed my cause." The Lord is so near His tried
.and harassed saints that He is quick to catch the faintest sigh, the
feeblest groan, and He gives them to see and prove that, "The Lord
is righteous: He hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked." The
P.B.V. renders it, "He has hewn in pieces." As though the Lord,
when He arises for his people's deliverance, puts forth all His strength,
.speaking after the manner of men, and will utterly consume those
who persecute and afllict His people who are so dear to His heart.
So, beloved reader, whilst Satan deviseth, our God delivereth; whilst
the enemy lays his schemes, our God is the mighty Breaker of them.
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The Evil One contrives, and our God brings to nought all his counsel.
The Wicked One plotteth against the just, and our God overturns all
to His children's deliverance and Satan's confusion. Day and night
the conflict goes on. Even while sleeping, as dear Jolm Newton says,
the saints as we'll as reprobate men have evil spirits surrounding them,
and hence their faithful God Who neither slumbers nor sleeps, " ceaseless watcheth night and day," and thus preserves His saints in the
night and in the day, in the darkness and in the light. This is what
He stands blessedly covenanted for, and in vain may earth and hell
and its legions oppose. The Lord is mightier, and everyone of His
redeemed and rescued SOilS and daughters will be constrained to
say, as they prove Him, and as the convinced heathen monarch
Nebuchadnezzar declared, " There is no other God that can delive,' after
this sort." May the Lord comfort exercised hearts and tl'ied souls
in the precious words of our text. "There are many devices in a
man's heart, but the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." The Lord's
counsel is a sworn counsel by the Eternal Three in Covenant, and
therefore it cannot be disannulled, nor changed, nor be broken. Often
have our hearts grown lighter and our spirits been encouraged when
"Standing at the threshold of the openiug year," we have sung
together of His faithfulness, and how
" He will never fail us, He will not forsake!
HiB eternal covenant He will never break!
Resting on His promise, what have we to fear?
God is all·snfficient for the coming year I
Onward then, and fear not, children of the day I
:For His word will never, never pass away."

When the Lord arises for His people's deliverance and sets them
on high from their enemies, they may look in vain fol' "him that
pufleth at them." It is as wind that passeth over and is gone! so
complete and so real has been the Divine presel'Vation and deliverance.
They may have feared daily for the fury of the oppressor, but they
have to ask in their day of emancipation, " And where is the fury of
the oppl'essor?" and to prove the promise tme in their joyful, Godglol~fying experience, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper: and every tongue that shall rise against thee iu judgment
thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord."
As Ralph Erskine beautifully puts it in comfol'ting God's exercised
and sin·beset people, " What though the policy of hell be against you,
when the wisdom of heaven is WOl'king for you." "The Lord bringeth
the counsel of the heathen to nought," etc. (Psa. xxxiii. 10-12). And
what are multitudes of oppositions from men and devils? Millions of
hosts 'of men are millions of hosts of vanities, and are nothing to this
Infinite Wisdom. "All nations before Hin! are as nothing; and
they are counted unto Hin! as less than nothing, and vanity." You
have a wonder-workiug Friend '%0 cannot die, and Who will never
'fail you.
.
R.
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Sermon" nnll Notes of ,Sermon".
"YEA, MORE THAN A PROPHET."
NOTES OF ASERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
ON DECE;MBER 20TH, 1908.
" Whose shoe's la,tchet I am not worthy to "nloose."-JOHN i. 27.
DEAR friends, grace-saved sinners ever entertain very high and lofty
views of Jesus, and thus did John His forerunner. John, though
related to our Lord in the flesh as second cousin, yet knew Him not
after the flesh. This we know from'the Word, for in verse 31 we read,
" And I knew Him not." But John had imparted to him wondrous
depths of spiritual knowledge. All the knowledge which he had of
Jesus up to now was revealed to him by the Holy Ghost, as it is to us
here--" 'Whom having not seen" we love. We have not seen Him
yet with these eyes, but we are looking for the coming of the-as yetUnseen One, and then we shall see Him as He is, know Him as He is.
And as God taught His servant John, so He can teach us to-dayeven the deep things of God. John was trained by God Himself in the
desert wholly apart from ordinances, and he was well taught, because
God Himself was His servant's Teacher. John, so far as we know,
never came into the Temple nor had an earthly priest for his teacher;
no brotherly friendship was his. He led the humblest of lives and ate
the meanest of food. He was clothed with, or, "had his raiment of
cam,el's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was
locusts and wild honey" (Matt. iii. 4). An unknown man, but one of
God's servants in reserve whom He was training and would bring out
in His time. "John did no miracle" either, this we also know from
Scripture, but he taught the people who crowded daily to hear him.
Crowds went out day by day to hear the prophet, yet he was always
looking for the Coming One. And Jesus came to him at last-Jesus
always comes to waiting souls at last-and in His wondrous humility
He asked of His servant to be baptized of him. No wonder John
answered, "Comest Thou to me 1 I have need to be baptized of
Thee." Yes, Jesus submitted Himself to be baptized of John, and
answered, " Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness "-this was according to the counsel of the Father's will.
Not as the eagle for swiftness but in the dove-like hovering of the Holy
Spirit and lighting upon Him as the Voice declared" This is He,"
John saw and recognized Him as the fulfiller of all righteousness.
And oh, how he felt his utter unworthiness. Yet none but sinners go
to heaven-grace-saved sinners, saved now in the day of salvation on
earth, and whose evidence of salvation is their glorification. Oh yes,
John entertained lofty views of Jesus, and personal views of his own
utter unworthiness. I have need to come to Thee, is indeed his confession of his sinner-ship, and his judgment of himself. " I have need
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to be baptized of Thee," not by ~ater but by the Holy Spirit. And
only grace-saved sinners realize the leprosy of sin, aud cry out in their
undone condition, "Unclean, Unclean." And why 1 Because with
the prophet Isaiah, " Mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts."
And John felt this in looking upon the unutterable purity and loveliness of Jesus, and he knew he was not worthy to unloose even His
shoe's latchet. It was Jesus Who made John see all this, and it is
true of every believer this m.orning-the more we see of Him the more
deep and growing will be the sense of how utterly unworthy we are to
handle anything that belongs to Jesus. It was the office of the slave
to stoop down and slacken the shoe's latchet so soon as the master or
visitor came into the house, and it was reckoned the meanest of services.
John therefore took the lowest place and service in the cause of such
a Master. He was much forgiven, and therefore he loved much.
Thus in grace John sought this lowly service, but Jesus meanwhile was
entertaining for His dear servant lofty views.
He asked the people, "What went ye out into the wilderness to
see 1 A reed shaken with the wind 1 But what went ye out for to
see 1 A man clothed in soft raiment 1 behold they tha t wear soft
clothing are in kings' houses. But what went ye out for to see 1 A
prophet 1 Yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. For this
is he of whom it is written, Behold, I send My messenger before Thy
face, which shall prepare Thy way before Thee. Verily I say unto
you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a
greater than John the Baptist; notwithstanding He that is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he" (Matt. xi. 7, 11). Thus
Jesus charges them not to seek to gratify material sight and taste,
and gives His estimate of His dear servant. John had thus the first
place of those "born of wom.eu " in privilege, because in office none
came so near to Jesus as he, but he himself would always make it
plain, I am not the Christ, I am only the servant, do not mistake
me for the Master. I am one not worthy of the meanest service. I
am not Elijah, nor that prophet, but only the voice of him that crieth
in the wilderness. John's acquaintance was deep evidently with the
Old Testament Scriptures. Although he lived that lonely desert life
apart from men he was evidently well taught, and had with him doubtless the roll of the Book and studied it. He quoted in this place you
see from Isaiah's prophecy (xl. 3). He has no hesitation, no doubt"
about the King's coming, and he proclaimed that this King was coming
to establish a kingdom in grace. He spoke out of a grace-filled heart,
a heart well stored with Divine truth. And you will also, and others
will hear, if your heart, my beloved hearers, is stored with grace and
the Lord is pleased to use you as a voice. Seek the lowest place.
David was content to be a doorkeeper only, if the Lord would use him,
but remember it was in the Temple, in the House of his God. And
if grace has humbled us as chief sinners we shall have the same mind
and views, and desire the same place for ourselves even if it be a less
worthy one than that of unfastening His shoe. The Captain of our
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salvation has been made perfect through suffering, and thus He will
bring many sons to His Father's House and none will be needed as
doorkeepers there. That was David's view of himself in his humility,
but Jesus understands what His children mean and desire, and He
will keep His eye upon that one who seeks to take the lowest place,
and He may come down to such an one and say, "Friend, come up
higher." His pleasure is to exalt the humble, and that by bringing
them nearer to Himself, to Himself-to Himself.
May God bless His Word to us, for Christ's sake. Amen.

THE POWER OF THE BIBLE.
BEING EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. GRIFFITH
THOMAS, D.D., PREACHED IN NEW YORK, ON DECEMBER 7TH, 1919.
SOME years ago the editor of a magazine in London sent out a letter
of inquiry to 100 representative men, including peers, members of
Parliament, University professors, authors, and merchants. The
inquiry was to this effect: "Suppose you were going to prison for
three years' solitary confinement, and could take with you only three
books, what three would you choose 1 Please name them in the
order of their importance." Out of the 100 answers received, ninetyeight named one book first of all-THE BIBLE. Very few of these
men were known as specially devoted to religion; some were not
churchgoers, while a few were thought to be opposed to the Christian
religion. Yet nearly all of them realized that in dark and lonely
days the Bible would be a genuine help."

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

" A few years ago a Bible colporteur went to a Bohemian village.
One man in that village, a weaver, bought a Bible; it was the only
Bible in that village. When weary at the loom, he took down his
Bible and read it, and then at their simple dinner he told his wife
and children what he had read, and they talked about it. A few
years ago that Bible was seen in the city of Cleveland, 0., an old
Bible, without cover and well worn, and the eldest son of that household told this story: 'This Bible has changed the character of our
family. We are eight children. We were born in darkness. This
book, blest of God; saved my parents and saved us eight children.
Where are we to-day 1 I am pastor of a Bohemian church in
Cleveland, my brother is a pastor of a Bohemian Church in Minnesota,
a third brother is a professor in a Christian school . . . and the sisters
lire Bible-readers. The whole family, eight children, are all devoting
our time and talent to the work of God, and this old Bible, without
cover, was the beginning of that glorious work.' "

" As a Swede landed from the other side of the Atlantic, a worker
of the New York Bible Society stepped up to him, offering him a
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Swedish New l1esta.ment. The Swede stopped, apparently startled,
and stared at the worker, saying, 'Weren't you here twenty·six yean!
ago- I I think you are the same man. Yes, you are the same II\an:
The worker told him he had been engaged for twenty-eight years
wst:ributing the- Scriptures to the immigrants and giving to each one
a book in his mother tongue. 'Well,' said the Swede, 'twenty-six
years ago I landed here as a stranger, and you gave me a New Testament in the Sweilish language just as you offered me one now. I
read it, and through reading it I became a Christian, and for twenty
years I have been preaching the Gospel in Colorado.' "

*

*

*-

*

*

*

" The coat of arms of the French Bible Society is a Bible in the form
of an anvil with II\any broken ha=ers around it, and the motto is,
'The ha=ers break: the anvil abides for ever.' The experience
and testimony of the BOul who receives the Bible will always be:
, Thy Word is true from the beginning'; 'Thy Word is very pure,
therefore Thy servant loveth it'; 'Thy Word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path.' 'The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth, but the Word of our God shall stand for ever.' "
"THE LORD GOD OF SHEM."
" The Father 0/ our Lord Jesus Christ."
"Now there is a very common, though unexpressed, misconception,
that the Gospel, instead of revealing, modifies the divine character;
that in the Gospel God is represented as a less holy, awful, and jealous
God than in the Old Testament Scripture. People imagine that in
the Gospel there is nothing but grace and forgiveness, whether they
believe it or not; whether they repent and are renewed or not. _.ow
there could not be a more railical misunderstanding of God's Word.
The Gospel reveals the righteousness of God from faith to faith, because
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men; and to deliver us from this wrath God has
sent His Son, and through His death provides righteousness for all
who turn unto God in repentance and faith. The very salvation of
God, the death of Jesus, reveals to us more clearly than the law of
Moses, that God is just, and that even in the person of His own beloved
_Son, made a substitute for sinners, divine justice must be vinilicated.
'Fhe Gospel-revelation is therefore the revelation of God, the only true
and living God, of Whom we read in Moses and the prophets. There
is but One, and 'our God is a consurniJ)g fire.' "
Thus wrote Adolph Saphir some years ago, but that the God of the
New Testament is a ilifferent God from that of the Old is now openly
taught, even by those who profess to be His ministers, or who train
others for that sacred office. For to hold that God cau change His
character and become ilifferent is equivalent to saying that the God
of the New Testament isa ilifferent one from that of the Old. Yet it was
one of the last messages God proclaimed by His prophets, "I am
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Jehovah, I change not" (Mal. iii. 6); and was proclaimed again in
the New Testament dispensation by the Lord Jesus Hin:J.self when He
stated that the first command was : "Hear, 0 Israel: Jehovah our
God is one Lord," and by His Apostle, who says of God that He is
"the Father of lights, with Whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning."
It appears that a series of evening lectures have been given in some
country parish to teach men the present" modern" ideas which are
so contrary to the revealed WOI'd of God, but, praised be Jehovah,
with no great success. "The attempt to combine the God of Noah
and Samuel with the Father of Jesus Christ leads to a sense of confusion," is the opinion of the writer to the Modem Churchman (March,
1919), who laments that" the belief in the Bible as a single book dies
haTd," because "nursery theology" is too "deep-Tooted." But, as
if it weTe not enough to teach that the everlasting and unchangeable
God has changed, these men actually chaTge the Lord Jesus ehTist
with teaching and approving of theiT monstrous dogmas. Thus we
have Prof. Frank GrangeI' writing, "Just as Jesus set His seal to the
transfoTmation of Yahwah from the oriental despot to the heavenly
FatheT, so," etc. (Expositor, Sept.,· 1919).
So far from this being the case, the Lord Jesus neveT taught that
God had become less holy 01' had in any way alteTed His Tighteous
commands. He emphasized the fact that these commands weTe not
only literal but spiritual; so that he who was angry without a cause,
in Gad's sight, had committed murdeT; and he who meTely cast a
lustful eye Oll a woman had alTeady committed adultcTy. Look what
awful woes the LOTd Jesus pronounced Oll the PhaTisees of His day
fOT theiT pTide and hypOCTisy, and how He told them plainly that they
were not of His sheep for whom He gave His life to save.
Is not God loving and memibl11 they ask. Yes! but as good Bishop
Waldegrave says: "Some exalt the meTcy of Jehovah at the expense
of His justice and His holiness. They know (if that can be called
knowledge of sin which hath neveT made theiT heaTt to bleed) that
they aTe sinneTs; they know that sinful man, as Tepugnant to the
holiness of God, is excluded from heaven; that guilty man, as offending against the justice of God, is condemned to hell. And yet they
give no diligence that theil" guilt may be paTdoned, theiT cOl"l"uption
removed; fOT they fondly say, 'God is merciful,' and they vainly
imagine that He will at the last (to His own great dishonour) acquit
them easily." Or as the poet puts it :B

They set at odds heaven's jarring attributes;

And, with one excellence, another wound;
Maim heaven's perfection, break its equal beams,
Bid m ...coy triumph over--God Himself,
Undemed by their opprobrious praise;
A God all mercy is a God "nj"st."
(Young.)
"Brethren, it is indispensable that God's justice should be satisfied,
it is indispensable that God's holiness should be vindicated, before
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God's mercy can admit anyone son or daughter of Adam into the
mansions of bliss. Scripture knows of no such thing as uncovenanted
mercies. They are, to use the language of inspiration, 'a refuge of
lies.''' (Waldegrave.)
These erroneous views of God are largely due to the very prevalent
heresy of the universal fatherhood of God, the believers in which show,
by doing so, that they" err, not knowing the Scriptures." It is true
that the Lord Jesus spoke a great deal about God as a Father, but
80 far from countenancing any idea of Him as the Father of all men,
He said to the Pharisaic crowd in the temple who, like so many to·day,
claimed" We have one Father, even God "-" Ye are of your father
the Devil" ! (John viii. 41-44). It was of His own Father that the
Lord Jesus spake, and it was His own disciples-those whom His
Father had given Him before time to redeem-and no others whom
He taught to look on God as their Father, and these alone He taught
to pray, "Our Father which art in heaven." All others to whom
a living faith in the Lord Jesus has not been given will, and do, as He
Himself says, " die in their sins," to appear before that God for Whom
they have no love but bitter enmity. For" the carnal mind is enmity
against God," and" to be carnally minded is death." "For the wrath
of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men," and in " the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God" He "will render to every man according to his
deeds."
But to His own dear people, elected in Christ before time, and
redeemed by Him, He is a gracious Father, and it is true to each one
of them, whether in the Old or New Dispensation, that" like as a
Father pitieth his children so the Lord (Jehovah) pitieth them that
fear Him; for He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are
dust." And so He is, to them, "merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide; neither \vill He
keep His anger for ever" with them.
NEMO.

SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.

H.

THE PERSON OF CHRIST, GOD AND MAN.

"My name is Sinner, and my nature sin." So dear John Newton
wrote long ago. When this is realized by grace; when one is conscious
that he is a sinner, and that his heart is, as the Scripture describes it,
"deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9).
that he is "guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19), being condemned by
His holy law; then the need of an Almighty Saviour is strongly felt.
" Lord save me, or I perish," is sooner or later the cry of his soul.
Now the Holy Scriptures set forth Jesus Christ as "the Saviour
of the world" (1 John iv. 14), and it is evident from the same Scriptures
that He was truly Man, that He was born at Bethlehem, lived amongst
men, and died the death of the cross. So clear is it that He was Man,
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that some, Socinians, "Higher Critics" and others, have contended
that He was only man, and have denied His Godhead. But no man
could save a fellow-sinner of maukind, for" all have sinned" (Rom.
iii. 23), and therefore all the children of Adam the first, are, by nature,
under condemnation, and need a Saviour, everyone.
Christ Jesus was a great Teacher indeed, but His words show how
far men have fallen from God, as, e.g., " The Son of Man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost" (Luj<:e xix. 10). His life was a
perfect example of obedience to God's holy will and law, but that
example no sinner of mankind has followed. Guilty, ruined sinners
need a Saviour who is One with God, and yet one with us; One who
like Job's" Daysman " can" lay His hand upon us both" (Job. ix.
33). Such an one we have in "the One Mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus," Who, having lived a holy, sinless life
here on earth, laid down His life for others (John x. 15, 17). By the
appointment of God His Father, Who loved us in Him with an everlasting love, and in His own great love for us, He " gave Himself for
our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father" (Gal. i. 4).
By His death, "even the death of the cross," He redeemed and
saved those given to Him of the Father (John xvii. 2), the members of
His mystical Body, in eternal union with Him in the purpose of God,"
yessels of mercy . . . afore prepared unto glory" (Rom. ix. 23).
That the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished this great salvation by His
finished work here below is demonstrated by His resurrection, for we
read (Rom. iv. 25), that He "was delivered for (on account of) our
offences, and was raised again for (on account of) our justification."
The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ is proved :1. By His title of " Son of God" (John iii. 16, 18, etc.). Ai; the
title" Son of Man" indicates the real humanity of Him Who " became
flesh and dwelt amongst us," so His title" Son of God " in like manner
indicates His wonderful Person as " Emmanuel, God with us."
2. By His miraculous birth. The miraculous conception of the
Lord Jesus Christ is related by the Evangelists Matthew and Luke.
The words of the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary were: "The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God," or reading as the R.V., " Wherefore also that which is to be born shall be called holy, the Son of God"
(Luke i. 35). Thus it is revealed that the Lord Jesus, who" came
down from heaven," was born without human fatherhood. We
receive this great fact as true, on the testimony of the above named
evangelists, and their testimony is corroborated by all those Scriptures
which show on the one hand His real humanity, as when weread of
" Mary the mother of Jesus," and on the other, those which declare
His pre-existence before He was born in the world, as when He said:
"I came down from heaven" (John vi. 38). It is also confirmed by
our Lord's perfect holiness and absolute sinlessness. He was" Holy,
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harmless, undefiled, separate from sumers" (Heb. vii. 26). It wa"
foretold of Him, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call His name Immanuel " (Isa. vii. 14 and Matt. i. 23), and,
" Wheu the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made
of a woman" (Gal iv. 4).
3. The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ is borne witness to by His
wonderful works. Who but the Son of God could raise the dead, as
Christ did, when He called Lazams from the tomb 1 We believe in
the reality of His miracles on the same testimony that we believe His
words, and His word with respect to- these is: "The same works that
I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me " (John v. 36).
And again (John x. 37, 38), "If I do not the works of My Father,
believe Me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the
works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I
in Him."

The raising of Lazams was" for the glory of God, that the Son of
God might be glorified thereby" (Johu xi. 4). Those who witnessed
this miracle saw this glory (ver. 40). Of course the miracles of our
Lord were evidences to the eye-,vitnesses of them, in a way they cannot
be to us, yet nevertheless, being recorded in the Holy Scriptures, they
bear witness to the glory of our Lord Jesus as the Son of God.
4. The Lord Jesus Christ's own words bear testimony to His Deity.
Such a wealth of proof lies here, that a selection from it is not easy.
In His discourse with the Jews (John v.) who" sought the more to
kill Him, because . . . . He said that God was His Father, making
Himself equal with God," He gave a clear enunciation as to His Person,
God and Man, viz., "Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God:
and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in Himseli,
so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself; and hath given
Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of
Man" (w. 25-27). Later, He declared, "I and My Father are One"
(John x. 30). The Jews understood the Lord's words as laying claim
to Deity, and deeming that He spake blasphemy, " they took up stones
to stone Him" (v. 31), as they did on an earlier occasion also, when
the Lord declared Himself as the Eternal Self-existing One, in the
words, "Before Abraham was, I AM" (John viii. 58). To the blind
man to whom He had given sight, He said, " Dost thou believe on the
Son of God 1 He answered and said, Who is He, Lord, that I might
believe on Him 1 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen
Him, and it is He that talketh with thee" (John ix. 35-37). Philip
said, "Lord, show us the Father, and it sufliceth us." Jesus said,
"Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me,
Philip 1 He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father . . . believest
thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me 1 " (John xiv.
8-10).
5. The consideration of the ground on which the Lord Jesus Christ
was condemned to death by the Sanhedrim, is a proof of His Divinity.
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For when the High Priest said to Jesus: "I adjure thee by the living
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God;
Jesus said to him, Thou hast said: nevertheless, I say unto you, hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,
and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his
clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have
we of witnesses 1 behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. What
think ye 1 They answered and said, He is guilty of death" (Matt.
xxvi. 63-66). This was well understood, so that when Pilate said
to the chief priests and officers, who cried out, "Crucify him, crucify
him," "Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him,"
the Jews answered him, "We have a law" (the law against blasphemy,
Lev. xxiv. 16), "and by our law he ought to die, because he made
himself (i.e., considered himself to be) the Son of God" (John xix. 6, 7).
Plainly, therefore, Jesus Christ, at His trial before the Council,
claimed to be the Son of God, and because of this claim was condemned
to death. Was this claim substantiated 1. It was, for,
6. That He was indeed the Son of God was triumphantly established
when, on the third day after His crucifixion and death, He rose and
left the tomb; appeared, again and again, to His disciples, and finally
ascended up" where He was before." The fact of Christ's resurrection
rests upon unshaken evidence, and by it, He was " declared to be the
Son of God with power" (Rom. i. 4).
7. The Apostles, who were appointed witnesses of Christ's resurrection (Acts i. 22), bore testimony to His Godhead. Thomas was,
at first, unbelieving, but when he saw his Lord, and heard His words
of rebuke (John xx. 27), he exclaimed, in adoring wonder, "My Lord
and my God"! and the Lord's reply shows how true was His disciple's
apprehension of the Person of the risen Saviour; "Thomas, because
thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed." :i\'[ark opens his Gospel with the
words; "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God."
John testifies of Him; "This is the true God, and eternal life " (1 John
v. 20), and the great Apostle of the Gentiles, in many a familial' passage,
similarly testifies, but perhaps most clearly in that Scripture (1 Cor.
xv. 47), " The first man is of the earth, earthy; THE SECOND MAN IS
THE LORD FROM HEAVEN."
So, all the Apostles, in spite of persecutions even unto death.
But I forbear to add more. Sufficient has been written to show
that our dear Saviour who came down from heaven to redeem us, was
both God and Man, one with Him whom we have sinned against, yet
who as our Father in Christ, loved us with an everlasting love; and
one with us, in our nature, sin only except, and so able to give His life
as the price of our ransom (Matt. xx. 28), becoming" obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross," to satisfy eternal holiness and
righteousness (even that of His Father, and His own, and the Holy
Spirit's), and thus to save us with an eternal salvation (Heb. v. 9).
Marshall, Bask.; Canada.

ROBERT J. NoYEs.
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HEGAl.
" She required nothing but what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the keeper
of the women, appointed."-EsTHER ii. 15.

into Cruden, in his table of the proper names with the
meaning or signification of the words in their original languages, I
was not a little struck to find the things he has noted as belonging
to this name Hegai, or liege, who held the office of king's chamberlain
under Ahasuerus, that mighty eastern monarch. The meanings given
are: meditation, word, taking away, separation, groaning. Considering them in their connection with all the circumstances as recorded
in this Divinely-inspired portion of Holy Scripture, and the fact that
Estherrequired nothing but what this man of this name had appointed,
how could I but exclaim, "Here are wrapped np some shadowings
of good things concerning Christ, His Church, and the leadings and
teachings of the blessed Spirit as appointed to the Church in her timestate experience."
Certainly with respect to her standing in Christ she requires nothing,
being complete in Him, Who on her behalf finished the work which
His eternal Father gave Him to do. Blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places, or things in Christ, she is taken in hand as sought
out, by a Triune Covenant Jehovah, so that, along with her completeness in Christ she may be made the work of His hands in a way of
vital experience and discipline. Patience in her also has her perfect
work, making her perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

LOOKING

"I want no work within, says one;

'Tis all in Christ the Head;
Thus careless he goes blindly on,
And trnsts a faith that's dead."

As Mr. Hart thus warns, so Mrs. Dutton sweetly asserts and assures"Not Adam's fall, the least could mar
Love's project laid so deep;
God's wrath divine, Christ was to bear
To save His own lost sheep,
And safely bring them home again;
Through all those various ways,
Infinite wisdom did ordain,
Electing love to praise."
First---" Meditation." That was a good grace-given issue to a
meditation which led the psalmist to say, "I thought on my ways
and turned my feet unto Thy testimonies." Sometimes it is given
God's people to meditate in such a way as :
H

To see themselves so foul by sin,

And Christ so pure and bright."
But let the Spirit show them that Christ's purity and brightness, as
all His obedience and righteousness are made over to them, and are
Jehovah's free grace gifts unto them; and then their meditation of
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Him shall be sweet. Surely if the psalmist's meditation of the God
of creation was sweet, with the consideration of all His wonderful
care of, and provision for, His creatures; much more is that meditationof Him as the God of all grace as set forth in the 19th Psalm, sweet.
There Christ is set forth in His incarnation, mnning the race set
before Him with the joy of converting the soul, making fools wise
unto salvation, enlightening their eyes, and rejoicing their hearts.
Second-" Word." God's people are born again by the Word of
God, a word on which they are caused to hope. His own people are
made to differ from the rest who are blinded, by Jesus giving them the
Word, quickening them by the Word, feeding and nourishing them
by the Word, upholding and sustaining them by the Word. Aud as
that Word is the sword of the Spirit by which antichrist got his deadly
wound, so the Word enables them to fight the good fight of faith,
for by the Word and the blood of the Lamb they overcome all their
enemies-world, sin, Satan, death, hell, and the grave.
What could more suitably meet their case amidst the ruin of the
fall, than that word of sovereign grace spoken and applied with power
to their hearts, viz., "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins" (Isa.
xliii. 25). In a night such as this, when England's powers have loosed
our excellent moorings from a rock-The King's Declaration-and
we find ourselves drifting towards Rome, the Word is still a light
to His own, and a lamp to their path.
Third-" Taking away." The preparations of the heart of man are
of the Lord; therefore it is a work of His own sovereign mercy and
power to take away the stony heart out of the flesh of His redeemed
people, and give them an heart of flesh. Do we truly mourn with the
well-taught Mr. Benidge;"My heart by nature is a stone,
And llnconcern'd can look upon

Eternal misery;
Feels no affection for the Lord,
Takes no impression from His Word,

But lumpish is and dry."
Taking away suggests the putting away of sins by the sacrifice of
Himself. It reminds us of the case of Joshua, a type of God's Church,
whose filthy garments were taken away and he was clothed with
change of raiment (Rev. xix. 8).
In due time the Church is taken from the evil of her time-state
tribulation---as our brother Mr. Can of Bath has been taken-to for
ever enjoy the embraces of her Lord and King. Till then, till He take
away her reproach from all the earth and the veil that is spread over
all nations, 0 Lord, take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Fourth-" Separation." The Church is not of the world even as
her Lord and Bridegroom is not of it. As her Lord and Redeemer
sanctified Himself for her sake, so is she sanctified or separated by
the truth. She buys it and sells it not. She is seen and found coming
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out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke perfumed with myrrh (as
in Esther ii. 12) and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant,
aB a Bride adorned for her HUBband.
AB Panl was separated unto the <iQspel, so is she by the <iQspel;
and by divine teaching, alike from professor and profane. It is no
" stand by thyself," or fleshly holiness that separates her from others,
but the possession of the oil of grace. "Being let go, they went to
their own company." The sword of persecntion does not separate
those who are bound up in the bundle of life, and who are by Divine
teaching, and the discipline of the Covenant, one with the Lord their
<iQd.
Fifth-" GToaning." We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being
burdened: not for that we wonld be unclothed, but clothed upon,
that mortality might be swallowed up of life. Paul is now ready to
be offered, and longs to depart and be with Christ. Long had he
groaned after the tenor of the seventh chapter of Romans; nor was he
a stranger to the groaning of the eighth, the Spirit making intercession
for him by unutterable groaning. Such being under the special
compassionate eye of Him that is higher than the highest. "For
He hath looked down from the height of His sanctuary; from heaven
did the Lord behold the earth; to hear the groaning of the prisoner,
to loose those that are appointed to death." The late Mr. Taylor,
of Manchester, wrote concerning Mr. John Kershaw's preaching:-

,

"If John fonnd roots, the case was his,
He klle"W tbat groans would turn to praise."

And good John Newton anticipated the time when
U

Burdened and groaning then no more,

My rescued soul shall sing,
As np the shining path I soar,
De..th thou h..st lost thy sting."
Birkenhead.

.•
G. A.

OUR SUPREME RULE OF FAITH.

"IF there was one thing more than another which om Reformers
fought for, it was the cardinal principle that the ScriptUl"es alone were
the supreme Rule of Faith, or, as Bishop Jewel put it in his Apology,
'the very sure and infallible rule whereunto all ecclesiastical doctrine
ought to be called to account,' while Cranmer, in acknowledging that
, the authority of the orthodox Fathers is by no means to be despised,'
is careful to add: 'But that the Holy Scriptures should be interpreted
by their decisions we do not allow. For the Holy Scriptures ought to
be to us both the rules and judges of all Christian doctrine.' It was
this very appeal to the sole authority of Scripture that originally
gained for the Reformers the title of ' Protestants.' "-Rev. C. Sydney
Carter.

,
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LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAY.
A FEW days ago I received tidings of the Home-call of a dear aged
Christian friend whom I have known for many years. She was an
unobtrusive worker in the Lord's vineyard, and was a faithful witness
to the truth. She was like Phrebe of old, "a succourer of many,"
and, like Aquila and Priscilla, a "helper in Christ Jesus." She was
so to me; for as I saw her sweet patience and holy joy on her bed of
weakness, I beheld how Christ strengthens and how Christ cheers, and
I thanked God and took courage. Nearly blind and so helpless, confined to her bed for several years, outliving so lUany with whon~ she
had precious Christian fellowship in the past (and how she loved this
quiet communion and" sweet, sweet talk of Him "l, unable for many
years to go to the house of the Lord which was so dear to her, I marvel
at the gracious outflow of the Holy Spirit's secret spring within. Her
parting words, as I left her room, which was as the very threshold of
heaven, almost invariably were, "Lo, I am with you alway." These
words are linked with memories of her. I can still hear the dear quivering voice, "Lo, I am with you alway-alway." She told me on one
visit last year that she had not been realizing His presence lately so
vividly as in former years, "but "-she added, "I know He is with
me though I can't always perceive Him. He is with me alway-alway.
He is. 'Jesus Christ the same yesterday and to-day and for ever.' "
Though Satan endeavoured to torment her with insinuations of the
Lord's silence and indifference, yet faith triumphed gloriously, through
grace, with" but I know that He is with me alway." And now the
dear silver-haired pilgrim of ninety-three years is abundantly satisfied
in the Celestial City. No longer does she sigh" so lonely," but she sings
" so satisfied." Dear ~1iss Emma Burch, of Harbome, a former member
of St. James' Church, Edgbaston, under Rev. Philip Browne, of beloved
memory, and subsequently of St. John's, Harborne, is at Home, and
"her eye beholdeth what her heart had loved so long." He is with her·
alway-alway. Visibly. He has comforted her with, "I with thee
and thou with Me " for ever in tire " far better." She knows" what it
is to be there," tire happiness of which we often talked together.
So these oft-reiterated words naturally form my message to-day, as
I think of her and of how much she would have loved her own e'..perimental knowledge of her beloved Lord's real Presence passed on in this
dear GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which she always so greatly delighted in
reading.
The word" Lo" mcans-behold or observe, or as Dr. Weylnouth
gives it, "remember." It is just like a very dear friend's tender assnrance when parting, " Remember I am with you always seen or unseen.
Don't forget."
The" I " is very emphatic in thc original, I believc-as much as to
say,. "Is it not enough that I, the omnipotent etemal Lover, I theRedeemer mighty to save-I Who shed My Blood to cleanse you from
all sin, I Who covenanted with i\'1y Father to present yOll to Him
9
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without spot or blemish, I Who loved you before the foundation of the
world, I Who will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where
I am there ye may be also, I Whom to know is life eternal, Whom yau
know,-I am with you alway! "
Take the next word" am," the ever present. Not" I was" or " I
will be," though both are comprehended in it, but I am even now at
this ,moment, you are not alone, I am with you.
With you. It is not I am near you, or I am observing you from My
throne, I am keeping you in sight. But I am with you. An old writer
who knew the Lord very intimately used this expression"Not beside Him, nay, but in Him,

o

beloved are we/'

thinking, doubtless, of our Lord's own words, "I in them."
Then the word you. Dear reader, that links you with Him. "I am
with you," you who are precious in His sight, you to whom He says,
"Thou art Mine," you who were far off but now made nigh by His
Blood, you" called with a holy calling." Ah, how shall we enumerate
all the gracious words concerning you ? Just think of all you were and
are now, and think of Him of all He is, of all He has been, and of all He
:yet will be, and then remem!ler, " I am with you."
And this" alway "-translated by some into" all the days," or as
another renders it, " always day by day." Personally, I prefer the old
sweet word of the Authorized Version" alway" which includes in its
meaning" all the days" and" day by day "-all conditions, all circUDlstances, all times, and even stretches forth beyond the days into the
infinite glory.
The continual Presence seems to glow aud to expand as we meditate
upon it. " I am continually with thee. Thou hast holden me by my
Tight hand." And so He strengthens, He holds thee, dear reader, by
thy right hand. Yes," because He is at my right hand I shall not
he moved." There are frequent references to the right hand of the
Lord, " the saving strength of His right Hand "-and He is thy Saviour.
With you always, not merely as a passive companion, but as a continual resort for every need, an upholding, guiding, defending, assuring,
sympathizing, understanding, loving,. constant Friend. I-I am
with you alway, and" it matters to me about you."
What a portion we have in Christ! "Thou art the life of all my
joys. Thy presence m.akes my heaven." The blessed certainty of
"no separation" is as an elixir to the soul, a joy that is "deeper,
sweeter day by day."
"Without Me ye can do nothing." Attach this to, " I am with you
alway." .See your absolute powerlessness joined to His almighty
power. <.< I am with thee to save thee." That is His purpose, "With
thee to save." "The Lord of hosts is with us." "I will fear no evil
for Thou art with me." How sweetly the Lord spoke to St. Paul in a
vision at Corinth when matters were very dark for him, and He said,
" I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee," neither
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did any man harm him,. So with thee, too, child of God, "no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee." Certainly" I will be with thee." Oh!
what manner of persons ought we to be who have God with us.
" Lo, I am with you alway," and we with Him. When we see Him
on the other side in fulness of joy, " looking o'er life's finished story,"
we shall see with clear vision how continually He was with us all the
'U}ay.

.. And all Hi. joy shall be complete
When we are round Him there."
NETTlE.

"IN LABOURS MORE ABUNDANT."
WE are told by those who are interpreters of difficult passages, that
the verse in Hebrews iv.-" There remaineth thaI'efore a rest to the
people of God "-means that the ordinance of the Sabbath is still
in force, in the Christian as in the Cid Testament dispensation. "The
people of God" ought not to say, as has been said, "When the Lord
visits my soul, that's the Lord's day to me." These very words fell
from the lips of one who acted them out, by absenting herself for
weeks and months from the house of prayer. Certainly she was
lame, and the I,ord has more compassion than we have; but she
robbed God, robbed her fellow saints, and robbed herself by despising
or making light of the blessed gift which God made and gave to the
fair earth on the first Saturday evening of its creation. There is .
something lovely about the word" therefore" in the text. It is as
though it means that because God rested and kept Sabbath Hinrself,
His people have the same liberty to cease from their works and the
toil of the six days. "The Sabbath was made for man," Christ said
with His own lips, and He knew the frailty of our frame. Wcaried
with heat and work, He rested-or at least, sat--on the well, and
when the woman, instead of seeing how tired He was, found fault
with His request for water, He ignored His own exhaustion, and
drew for her" water from salvation's wells," sending her away refreshed
for ever with the stream of everlasting life and love. Time was,
when He and the disciples, having" no leisure so much as to eat,"
sought the wilderness where they might be free for a while from the
clamour of the crowd. But the crowd followed, and the Lord gave,
and gave liberally, until the quietness of the night fell, and then in
solitude He poured out His soul in the complaints that the psalmist
. had voiced for Him. His strength was gone, His soul cast down,
yet the morning would find Him in the temple or elsewhere, doing
the will of the Father. It was the Father Who chose and set all His
lot, even as He' chooses and sets the lot of His people still, even as He
chose and appointed the work of the Apostle Paul, so abundant in
labours, and still going on in weariness and painfulness. At one time
he had no rest in his spirit because of the absence of Titus; at another
he had no rest in his flesh. But the Spirit of Christ rested on him,
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and he counted not even his life dear. Gladly he spent and was
spent, if so was the will of God. He was like David's mighty one,
who smote the Philistines till his hand was weary, bnt still it clave
to the sword and the Lord wronght a great victory that day.
"This is not your rest." Every saint, whose history is in the
Bible or out of it, would say, Amen. But wc think, after some deliver·
ance, that it is nearly SUTe to be our rest for at least a little while.
And so often, one u\essenger of disquiet comes on the heels of the
last. Job thought at last, wearied with pain, poverty, and the
bickerings of his wife, that the grave, "where the weary are at rest,"
was his only hope. But he had with him, at the very time, a Redeemer,
loving, strong, and able to save and to succour with present rest
and refreshing. It was not with the children of the covenant, alway"
and only the groans of Egypt, the cries at the Red Sea, the sighs of
the wilderness. The wars of Canaan were not unintermitting, but
at times there was rest on every side. He will give rest to His people
though they are allowed to give H,:m none until He riBe up for their
help. They follow Him, they besiege, they importune, they at last
constrain Him, they cease not day and night from letting their cries
sound in His ears. And He works for them day and night, gives no
sleep to His eyes, nor slumber to His eyelids, yet He fain teth not,
neither is weary. It is a rest to Him to think of His C'hurch. " Come
unto Me," He said, and the promise, "Ye shall find rest to your souls,"
has its fulfilment on this side of the river in those who are given and
brought to Christ; and they have, when the Comforter exercise"
His power in them, in spite of all the toil and moil of the world, the
flesh, and the devil, " a calmness, COmpOsure, and tranquillity of spirit,
and a cheerful confidcnce in the promises and providence of God."

\
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FOLLOWER· ON.

THOUGHTS ON EPHESIANS 1. 12-23.
FROM A STUDENT'S NOTE BOOK.

AFTER revealing the purport of all life, here and hereafter, viz., "to
the praise of His glory," the second clause of verse 12 brings to our
mind (a) St. Peter's confession, "Thou art the Christ" (Matt. ,(vi.
16); (b) St. Paul's conversion (Acts LX. 5, 15, 20, 22); (c) The
conviction-the pricking to the heart of those assembled to heal' St.
Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost (Acts ii. 36-47), all, with
others, forming as it were the nucleus of those "who first trusted
(R.V. hoped) in Christ."
In ver. 13 the Apostle's heart is cheered as he remembers that those
to whom he is writing are likewise" strong in the faith." "In whom
ye also (trusted) after": first, the hearing-the word of truth, the good
news of salvation; then believing-having believed (Gk. 1I'<onu
traYT't); then follows the" sealing" with the promised Holy Spirit,
taking us back in thought to our Lord's own words in John xiv. 16-26
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and Acts ii. 4. The" word of truth" sealed by the Holy Spirit of
truth (John xiv. 17; xv. 26).
The good news of salvation sealed by the Holy Spirit testifying of
sin (John xvi. 9), and of a Saviour (John n. 26).
The faith in a Saviour (ver. 15)-(note the personal title, " the Lord
Jesus," not Christ Jesus)-sealed by the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier,
indwelling the believing heart (John xiv. 16, 17). The Holy Spirit is
our pledge" unto the age," "for ever" (John xiv. 16). He is the
earnest of our inheritance iu Him (ver. 11), (cf. John. xiv. 26; xv.
26; xvi. 13) unto the full redemption of the purchased possession
(Luke xxi. 28), i.e., the Church, the faithful body of believing Jew
and Gentile who will enter into the joy of her fnll redemption, witnessing then fully as now feebly, "unto the praise of His glory."
Verses 15 and 16 record the thankful joy of the Apostle at the
deepening spiritual life of those whom he is addressing by letter, and
it is well for us to note that he marks the" upward faith" before the
" outward love," the only safe and true order.
In verse 17 it is as if the mountain top of prayer has been gained,
verses 18-23 subsequently recording the ascending steps tbereto.
The whole passage is one of surpassing beauty and depth, almost
forbidding human handling.
The human and divine aspect blend in the beautiful names (ver. 17).
" The God of our Lord Jesus Christ," "The Father of glory':; then
the request for a spirit of wisdom, of sanctified and consecrated
intelligence-and of unveiling in the full knowledge-the knowledge
of discernment as distinguished from that of vision-to know fully- .
to have real knowledge of-by means of the spiritual enlightenment
of the heart (ver. 18). The word translated" understanding" is the
Greek <ap."k-heart, surely showing us the Apostle's meaning that
the intellectual life must have its root and foundation in the consecrated heart if it is to witness "to the praise of His glory." He
prays that they may know the "hope "-t.he hope of expectation of
their Saviour's calling-and again, "the riches of the glory of His
inheritance" in the saved ones.
How humbling, and yet how stupendous, the thought that pardoned
sinners should be made sharers of the glorious inheritance!
Verse 19 embodies the deep truth of our Lord's own words, "If ye
have faith as a grain of mustard seed," ete. (Matt. xvii. 20). The
exceeding greatness of His power to faithful believers is "according
to the energy of the strength of His might." We sometimes hear it
said, "Little faith, little power; much faith, much power"; but we
do well to bear in mind that faith is one of tbe gifts of God (1 Cor.
xii. 9) and one of tbe fruits of tbe Spirit (Gal. v. 22).
The mightiness of the power was displayed in the resurrection
(ver. 20), that joyous event which we remember in heart each Lord's
day, and which is the keynote of our Christian Sabbath. Now for us
our Saviour reigns exalted at God's right hand !-" far above all
principality and power, might and dominion," above all here and all
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things there. "All things under ·His feet" (ver" 22). "He is our
Head-for we form His Church-which is His Body-the fulness of
Him that filleth all in aIL" Dear readers, in these dark and cloudy
days, when our land is being swayed by Romanizing influences, let
us cling more tenaciously than ever before to tbe old paths-to God's
Holy Word-as the Father's message to His children-to salvation
through the blood of Jesus alone-to the doctrines of the Incarnation,
the Atonement, the Resurrection, Justification by Faith, and mediation through Christ alone. Then can we Join in the angels' song, feebly
here, fully hereafter" • Worthy the Lamb that died' they cry, .
• To be exalted thus';
•Worthy the Lamb,' our lips reply,
'For He was slain for us.'"

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very thankful to God to
find that the Balance Sheet for the year 1918 indicates that the
response to their appeal has met the needs arising out of the greatly
increased cost of printing. They unite in warmly thanking their
many friends, rich and poor alike, for their liberal donations. They
rejoice, too, that the circulation of the MAGAZINE is being maintained.
They are obliged, however, to inform the readers that the need for
their regular annual donations is as great as ever. A further heavy
increase in the cost of printing began with the July issue. This has been
caused by a further rise in wages.
Donations and annual contributions may be sent as before to the
publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74, Strand, London, W.C.2, or to the
Editor.
.
. The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followmgsums :£ s. d.
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THE LATE REV: EDWARD CARR, OF BATH.
-

,

THE name of the late Rev. Edward Carr, Pastor of Providence Chapel,
Bristol Road, Bath, is well known to many of our readers. After
a ministry extending over forty years he was called Home at the age
of 68, on January 10 last. During our own ministry at Bath we
frequently met Mr. Carr and enjoyed occasional happy intercourse
with him. Many of his congregation were known to us. Shortly
after the war broke out, there being no service at Providence Chapel;
a large number of Mr. Carr's people attended Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, on the occasion of a special intercession service in relation
to the war. Mr. and Mrs. Carr were called to pass through deep
sorrow by the loss of two of their-sons in the great war. We remember
receiving a letter from him during the war, in which he said that
Psalm lvii., the first verse, was his special comfort at that period.
The words are, "Yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will I make my
refuge, until these calamities be overpast." On the same occasion
he drew our attention to the last two verses of the ninth of Revelation
as illustrating the absence of repentance in our own nation, despite
the heavy chastisement of the war. Mr. Carr wrote a long series of
articles entitled, " The Loveliness of Christ," in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
many years ago. More recently we have had occasional articles from
his pen. Many volumes were written by him, and "no fewer than
666 articles upon various Biblical topics had appeared in The Sower "
from his prolific pen. Providence Chapel was crowded on the occasion
of his funeral, and two of his favourite hymns sung at the service
were, "Fountain of life, "Vho gavest us breath," and "Immortal
honours rest on Jesu's head."
The funeral sermon was preached on the Lord's day following the
funeral by Mr. Champion from 1 Cor. xv. 55. Our warm Christian
sympathy is felt for the widow and the family of our departed friend.
We have much pleasure in appending the following" In Memorialn"
notice from the pen of our esteemed friend, Pastor J. R. Huntley,
of Widcombe Baptist Chapel, Bath, who visited Mr. Carr during
his illness. Mr. Huntley writes as follows :.. Mr. Carr was born at New Cross in 1851. His father was a
gracious man, and one of the deacons at the Surrey Tabernacle
during the ministry of Mr. James Wells. When only eight ymrs of
age he was awakened to a sense of spiritual need. His favourite
hymn was that which sweetly describes the blessedness he sought:• How high a privilege 'tis to know
Our sins are all forgiven;
To bear about this pledge below
This special grant of heaven.'
But like John Bunyan and many others he passed through deep
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exercises of mind and a long period of much darkness of soul. These
are recorded in ' Chronicles of a Chequered Pathway' published by
him in 1895."
In 1869 the word of power was spoken to his heart and he wrote,
, I do l'lOt think I have ever sunk into the same kind of bondage and
hopelessness I was in before.' He was much helped by the preaching
of Mr. Warburton, Mr. Hemington, and Mr. Covell. Presently there
sprang up in his heart a desire to be used in the ministry, but like
William Gadsby, while drawn to it, he yet dreaded the responsibility
of the work. On August 23, 1870; he wrote, "I have two wishes.
The first is a desire and longing for the manifestation of God's love
to my soul. The second is a desire for the ministry of the Gospel."
For upwards of fourteen years the thought of preaching scarcely left
him night or day. It was in 1877 at Waltham Abbey that his mouth
was first opened to preach the Word of Life. His first pastorate
was at Sleaford. His second at Leicester. In 1893 he was called
to Bath, and here for twenty-seven years he fulfilled·a ministry that
God greatly blessed to the flock at Providence Chapel.
His services were in great demand in London, Manchester, and
many other places. The writer was privileged to have very sweet
communion with him during his long illness, and the savour of those
conversations remains. His great desire was to be granted recovery
that he might resume his ministry, but God' provided SOme better
thing' for him. The evening before his death he spoke of the
happiness of his home life notwithstanding many trials, and acknowledged the devotion of his dear wife. Afterwards he conducted, as
he was wont, family worship, though with great difficulty, and retired
to rest. Next morning, early on January 10, he passed away in his
sleep. His funeral was largely attended by friends from Leicester,
Devizes, Trowbridge, Bradford, Blackpool, and London, and also by
many Bath citizens.
lIfr. Champion of Chippenham (who had been greatly blessed under
Mr. Carr's ministry) conducted the service, assisted by Mr. Champkins,
of Trowbridge, and Mr. Wiles, of Devizes. The interment took place
in the Lyn Wid Cemetery. His four sons lowered the coffin into the
grave, which can be seen from the study window where so many
hours had been spent by our dear friend in the study of the
Word.
The loss to his family and also to the Church is very great, and they
may well mourn. But for him, what gain!
• 0 child of God, 0 glory's heir,
How rich a lot is thine!
A hand Almighty to defend
An ear for every call,
An honoured life, a peaceful end,
And Heaven to crown it alL' "

Bath.

J. R. H.
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THE LATE PASTOR THOMAS ROBBINS, OF LEICESTER.
PASTOR J. R. HUNTLEY, of Bath, in his Magazine, has the following
brief notice of the late Mr. Thomas Robbins, of Leicester :" Strangely enough, three days after Mr. Carr's death the like
SU1ll,1ll,ons came to Mr. Thomas Robbins, a fonner member of the
Church at Providence, and who was at the time of his death the pastor
Qf Zion Strict Baptist Church, Erskine Road, Leicester. Only a few
hours' illness preceded his death, although his health had been failing
for some time. His funeral took place at Locksbrook Cemetery on
Saturday, January 17, and was conducted by Mr. Farmer, of Malmesbury, assisted by Mr. Raddon. God is calling home His faithful
setvants. We may well pray that others may be called to His service."
Mr. Robbins was in his 75th year.

lIms.

ELIZABETH LITTLETON.

LAST Lord's day, February 1, it pleased the Lord to gather to Himself
Qne more of His saints, a true, humble-minded, trusting child of His,
l\lrs. Elizabeth Littleton, the years of whose pilgrimage here numbered
81. In her young days she was a Sunday scholar of the gracious and
gifted Mrs. Hoblyn, of Bath, whose memory she most lovingly
honoured; a hearer she was too of the late Mr. Wallinger. She
was an eager reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many, many yearstwo or three were usually on the table beside her. After the death
Qf her godly husband, who came of a godly family, and was a pl'eacher
Qf the Gospel in and about Bristol, and in Sunderland, she worshipped
at St. l\iary-le-Port, was a diligent hearer and lover of the Truth
preached there, rejoicing in it, living on it, surmounting often great
difficulties to come the long distance to hear it. Till strength failed,
she was rarely absent on the Lord's day evening from her plaee
'under the pulpit. Sorely tried was she in her last years, and indeed
her whole life had been a life of trial in many ways, a life of faith,
too, and simple, Shild-like, happy trust; for she and her like-minded
husband took on themselves the burdens of others, nursing and caring
for those who came for shelter, providing for the orphans, ready to
share what they had with others; dispensing free soup to all who
liked to come for it, when the floods were out in their neighbourhood
in Bristol; feeding the hungry, serving others in lowliness and meekness wherever she was. She would sit up all night with a dying friend,
Qr with those who had no other so to help them, though working hard
by day. Hers was truly a consistent life, with the love of God in
her heart, the new heart, His own great gift, and the sunshine of it
in her face. "I could write a book about ·her-the earth is poorer
for her going," exclaimed a godly friend of hers, who had known her
intimately for forty years, as we stood together on the Lord's day
morning in her little sitting-room, so full of the patient presence,
so sorrowfully empty in her absence, for the redeenl,ed 'llpirit had
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but just gone to be for ever with her. Saviour. The beautiful, uno.
selfish, self-denying life had closed on earth, hardly bestead, but the
Lord being her Shepherd she could not-did not-want. She knew
the promises were sure to her for time and eternity, and she consistently
shared her mercies with others up to the last. She was rich in spiritual
things, for Jesus was most precious to her, His most precious blood
and perfect righteousness her only and all-sufficient hope, the blessed
Word her comfort 'and stay, prayer a happy privilege,-and such is
the alone work of the Lord, the Spirit.
We had loved to talk about the stone which the women, coming to
the sepUlchre of sepulchres, greatly exercised, had found rolled away,
" for it was very great." And so when her stones became very great,.
she found them quietly rolled away by the Almighty Hand of her
God Who, as she recounted to His praise, had never failed her. And
now the last one, of which she was hardly conscious herself, but which
her friends knew to be very great-and feared, was for ever and most
blessedly-for her, rolled away by the same Almighty Hand; for the
Lord Himself, our faithful, unchanging God, called the ransomed
soul out of the darkening, deepening shadows of earth into the glorious,
eternal sunshine of the Father's Home on high, the glory of it-" Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever "~ur last
" word " together on earth.
"Through waves, and clouds, and storms,
He gently clears thy way:
Wait thou His time; so shan the night

.
\

Soon end in joyous day."

L. OmlIsToN.
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(!tonfsponllrnCf.
A VOICE FROM MANITOBA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-At last I have the great pleasure of being
able to pay for the dear old GOSPEL MAGAZINE, although I am deeply
thankful to those whose kindness has enabled us to receive the Magazine
ever since our arrival out here. . . . We have been greatly favoured
in having God's Holy Word and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Our little
gatherings round His Word on Lord's-day evenings have been ofttimes
blessed by our covenant God, Who has graciously promised to be as
a little sanctuary to His people wheresoever their lot maybe cast.
How comforting to know and to feel that though sundered far, by
faith we may meet around one common mercy seat! We regularly
remember you and your dear ones with other dear brethren and sisters
in the Lord in England.· We read with much interest Mr. and Mrs_
Noyes' first visit to Winnipeg, and were rejoiced to know that there
were some there who love the truth, and were able to show Christian
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hospitality to the Lord's dear servants. We should have much liked
to" do the same here.
With sincere Christian love,
I am, yours very truly in Christ.
704, 18th Street, Brandon,
TOM KITLEY.
Manitoba, Canada, Nov. 28th, 1919.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-These two brief testimonies just received will serve to
show the need for, and the value of, the book·mission work, and we
shall be grateful for the continued kind help of all our friends. From
a military station: "Thank you so very much for the books you have
kindly sent. New troops come in this week, and we are praying for
blessing amongst them." From a large port: "I cannot refrain
from writing to thank you for the very prompt arrival of a nice
assortment of books and tracts, with the promise of more to follow."
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, February, 1920.

llrOH13tant i5eacon.
THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS AND THE SACRIFICE
OF THE MASS.
" Chrillt was offered once to exhaust the si,u; o/many."-HEBREWS ix. 28~
THE writer of the following able article (the Rev. J. T. WaIler) was
Rector of Kilcoran, Co. Limerick. He had a long controversi:rl
correspondence with a Roman Catholic in the Limerick Chronicle in
the years 1860 and 1861. His letters were republished in 1882, and
we are indebted to a friend for the subjoined copy of one of them.
The quotations from the Bible are intentionally taken from the Roman
Catholic version, as the letter is addressed to Roman Catholics.
ROMAN CATHOLIC FRIENDS,-I intend to bring the Mass again before
yon to·day; and I must premise by saying that it is my intention
to attack it particularly and especially as "a propitiatory sacrifice."
As to the name" sacrifice," used either in a figumtive sense, or in
that of a thankofIering, I have nothing to object to it. With these
meanings it occurs in the Bible, and is also used in our Prayer Book,
where we say that we" present our souls and bodies to be a reasonable,
holy, and lively sacrifice unto God," and in the same prayer we ask
God " to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving." Therefore let not P.C. endeavour to gloss over his doctrine by calling the
Mass a commemorative sacrifice, or by adducing passages where the
fathers call the eucharist a sacrifice, just as we do in our prayer
book; he must stand by the Mass as a propitiatory sacrifice.
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Nothing is farther from my wish than to misrepresent the doctrine
of the Church of Rome, and, therefore, in order to act with perfect
fairness, I shall let her speak for herself. Here, then, is the doctrine
of the Council of Trent on the subject: "If anyone shall say that
the sacrifice of the Mass is only a service of praise and thanksgiving,
or a bare co=emoration of the sacrifice made on the cross, and not
a propitiatory offering, etc., let him be accursed" (Con. Trid. Sess.
xxii, c. 3). Also "Since in this divine sacrifice, which is performed
in the Mass, that same Christ is obtained and immolated in an unbloody
manner, who in a bloody manner offered Himself once on the altar
of the cross, the holy Synod teaches that this sacrifice is truly
propitiatory, etc. Wherefore, according to the tradition of the
Apostles, it is truly offered, not only for the sins, punishments, satisfactions, and other necessities of the faithful who are alive, but also
for the dead in Christ not as yet fully purified" (Sess. xxii, chap. 2).
The Catechism of the Council also declares: " That the holy sacrifice
of the mass therefore, is not only a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
or a commemoration of the sacrifice of the cross, but also a sacrifice
of propitiation, by which God is appeased and rendered pmpitious,"
etc. (Question 75). Anli in the Creed of Pope Pius IV we read: "I
profess likewise that in the Mass there is offered to God a true, proper
and propiliatory sacrifice for the living and the dead."
By these proofs I think I have undeniably established the fact
that the doctrine of the Church of Rome is, that the Mass is a propitiatory sacrifice, or, in other words, ig a sacrifice to atone for sin. Now
I maintain that this Romish doctrine of the Mass being a propittatory
sacrifice, is insulting to the three persons of the Trinity-Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. To the Father, inasmuch as it supposes that the
sacrifice that He gave, viz., that of Jesus, was insufficient to do the
work He gave it to do. The Mass being a repetition of that sacrifice
takes away from the glory of the one great gift of the Father, viz.,
His only Son as a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. It is insulting to the Son, since it declares that,
notwithstanding all He did and all He suffered, He still did not make
a sufficient atonement for man. It insults the Holy Spirit, who has
given His clear testimony that by the one great sacrifice of Christ,
sin was for ever taken away; for St. Paul says" By one oblation
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. And the Holy
Ghost also doth testify this to uS " (Heb. x. 14, 15). In fact, by this
-fable of the. Mass the great fundamental doctrine of Christianity,
viz., salvation through the sacr-;fice of the cross, is at once overthrown.
Jesus, we read, made" peace through the blood of His cross" (Col. i.
20), and there is no other way spoken of in the Bible by which sinners
can be reconciled to God. Him" God hath proposed to be a propiti-,ation through faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 25). Our Lord Jesus
" was delivered up for our sins, and rose again for justification"
(Rom. iv. 25). "He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for
ours only, but also for those of the whole world" (1 John ii. 2). .The
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Mass is derogatory to this complete and perfect propitiation of Christ,
as it would deprive it of its efficacy and value; for either the sacrifice
of the Mass must be acknowledged to be an unnecessary useless thing
or else it must reflect on the sacrifice of the cross. It is impossible to escape
one of these two conclusions. If the Mass be not necessary for
obtaining the pardon of any sin, or for bestowing any spiritual
advantage, for which there has been no provision made by the sacrifice
of the cross, then it must be altogether useless, superfluous, and unprofitable; if, on the other hand, it be necessary for any such purpose as
this, then the sacrifice of the cross is not perfect and sufficient, but
requires this sacrifice of the Mass to make up some defect in it, which
greatly diminishes the value of the sacrifice of the cross. If the
sacrifice of Christ once offe-red possessed all the efficacy that can flow
from any sacrifice, then nothing is left to be accomplished by a second.
The pretended need of another sacrifice supposes that the merit of
the cross is not infinite; and, on the other hand, if the merit of Christ's
sacrifice on the cross be so great as to expiate all manner of sin and
perfect redemption for us, then auy new offering, or repetition of
the same offering, must be both ineffectual and useless. If a second
sacrifice be needful, it can only be on this account, viz., that something
was wanted to complete the first. If there be any kind of sins, or any
remains of temporal punishment for sin, which are not discharged
by Christ's sacrifice on the cross-if there be still any handwriting
against us which the death of Christ either could not or did not" take
out of the way, fastening it to the cross" (Col. ii. 14), then obviously
we are not perfectly redeemed by the sacrifice of the cross, which,
in this case, must have been imperfect. Therefore, there must either
be no second oblation, or the second will be a reproach to the infinite
value of the first. For it is manifestly grolmded on the supposition
that the original oblation of Christ on the crosa was defective, and
that, whatever Christ may have done for us, His work was insufficient
without the sacrifice of the Mass, which must still help us, not merely
to work upon us to make us better, but as all atoning sacrifice to God,
to prevail with Him to free us from punishment. Our Saviour Himself
said, " It is consummated" (John XL". 30), which words give a deathblow to the Mass. As Jesus said it was consummated, assuredly
there remains no more offering for sin.
St. Paul contrasts the sacrifice of Christ with those of the Jews,
and he tells us distinctly that, while their sacrifices were many times
offered, His was to be offered but once, which leaves no room for the
idea of either a repetition or continuation of the sacrifice. "It was
fitting," he says, "that we should have such a high priest, holy,
innocent, lmdefiled, separated from sinnel'S and made higher than
the heavens: who needeth not daily, as the other priests, to offer
sacrifices, first for his own sins and then for the people's; for this
He did ONOE in offering Himself" (Heb. vii. 26, 27). Here St. Paul
states that the sacrifice of Jesus, unlike the sacI'ifice of the Jewish
priests, needed not to be repeated; and he gives as a reason, that
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His own sacrifice on the cross was fnlly snfficient to atone for all sin.
" Nor yet that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest entereth
into the holies every year with the blood of others, for then He ought
to have suffered often from the beginning of the world; but now
once at the end of ages He hath appeared for the destruction of sin
by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 25, 26). Again we read,
" Neither by the blood of goats or of calves, but by His own blood
(Christ) entered ONCE into the holies, having obtained eternal redemp'
tion" (Heb. ix. 12). Here the same fact is repeated, that Christ
entered once into the holies, and thus obtained eternal redemption
for us. Again, in the tenth chapter, St. Paul plainly shows that
the continuation of a sacrifice argues its imperfection; and that,
on the other hand, a perfect sacrifice" ceases to be offered" (i.e., is
not to be continued or repeated). "For the law having a shadow of
the good things to <Jome, not the very image of the things, by the selfsame sacl~fices which they offer continually every year can never
make the comers thereunto perfect; for then they would have ceased
to be offered; because the worshippers once cleansed should have no
conscience of sin any longer; but in them there is made a commemora·
tion of sins every year" (Heb. x. 1-3). St Paul draws an argument
from the very fact of the constant repetition of the sacrifices of the
Jews to prove their imperfection; from whence it follows that the
sacrifice of the Mass, by professing to be a continuation or repetition
of the sacrifice of Christ, practically argues the imperfection of the
sacrifice of the cross, as well as its own imperfection. For, whereas
the Apostle argues the perfection of Christ's sacrifice above those of the
law, because those were offered continually, but the sacrifice of Christ
but once; yet if Christ be daily sacrificed in the ]\'[ass, the sacrifice
of Christ must be, on the contrary, much more defective than those
of the law, for one sacrifice of expiation for the whole congregation
of Israel was thought sufficient for the whole year; whereas the
sacrifice of Christ's body is in the Church of Rome repeated every
day in the year for one single person; and yet this sacrifice, so often
repeated, may perhaps be of so little virtue as not to be able to procure
the release of that one soul from purgatory.
St. Paul says of Christ, "By one oblation He hath lJerfecled for
ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). Now if Christ has by
one offering perfected His people for ever, what becomes of the sacrifice
of the Mass 1 He insists on this: "Where there is a remission of
these, there is no more an oblation for sin" (Heb. x. 18). St. Paul
says there is no more oblation for sin. How can the Church of Rome
dare to say that there is 1 Again St. Paul says, "We are sanctified
by the oblation of the body of Jesus Christ once" (Heb. x. 10), the
very nature of this offering precluding the possibility of repetition.
Again, "Every priest indeed standeth daily ministering and often
offering the same sacrifices, which can never take away sin. But
this man (Jesus) offering one sacrifice for sins for ever sitteth on the
right hand of God" (Heb. x. 11, 12), never to be again sacrificed,
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still less to be offered up again and again every day as the priests of
Rome pretend that He is. The Epistle to the Hebrews seems
prophetically to refute this grievous error of the Mass. What can
be stronger than the way the Apostle dwells upon the oneness of
Christ's offering 1 Does it not strike you how he repeats over and
the words'."one""
once offered"
"one
O ver aoain
o
)
, "one offerina"
0'
sacrifice for sins" 1 Mark again (Heb. ix. 28) where St. Paul classifies
four things together as things that could be done but once, viz., Death,
judgment, the sacrifice of Christ, and His second coming. "And
as it is appointed unto men onee to die, and after this the judgment:
so al80 Christ was offered once to exhaust the sins of many; the second
time He shall appear without sin to them that expect Him unto
salvation." Mark the mannel' in which the Apostle says, " So Christ
was offered once," ma1..i ng the whole passage turn on the word once;
saying that, in the same manner as men die but once, and but once
·come to judgment; and as Christ shall come again but once, 80 in
like manner He can be but once oOered to exhaust the sins of many.
Mark also the beautiful expression, that "Christ was offered once
to exhaust the sins of many"; and read the note on this passage inyour own Douay Bible, which says that" to exhaust" means "to
empty or draw out to the very bottom, by a plentiful aud perfect
redemption." How this proves the sufficiency of the sacrifice of
Christ on the cross; and, of itself, strikes at the very root of the
doctrine of the Mass.
Thus the teachiug of the Church of Rome stands in direct opposition
'to the Word of God. Rome says that Christ is continually offered;
the Bible says that He can be offered but once. Rome says that there
are many priests; the Bible declares that in the New Law there is
but one. Rome says that the sacrifice of the Mass is propitiatorythat it is au oblation for sin; the Bible says that Christ was once offered
to exhaust sin, and that there remains no more oblation to be made.
It is finished-the ransom is paid-the work is done. He has made
'peace for us'" through the blood of His cross."
I remain, your sincere friend,
JOHN THOMAS WALLER.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE1\T)) SOCIETY.
NEW Year's Meetings for the old folk iu our Camberwell and Hornsey
Rise Homes have recently been held. In both places, seasons of
pleasant and profitable fellowship were experienced. Tea was provided
and addresses were given. The visits of friends will be cordially
welcomed at all our Homes, and the time occupied will be found well
spent.
The Society's financial year will close on March 31st; if remittances
can be made a week before that date, they will assist to meet the heavy
additional expenditure incurred through the institution of the new
]>Cnsions, which are proving a benefit indeed to the recipients.
No less than 1061 life pensioners are upon the books; as far as
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possible the pensions are paid through Christian friends, whose visit
are a means of grace on both sides, and who do much to smooth the
pathway and gladden the hearts of the Lord's aged poor.
On July 2nd the Sale of Work at our Hornsey Rise Home will be
held. The ladies will be thankful to receive gifts of work, which
should be sent three weeks before the day of Sale. The proceeds will
be for the Benevolent Fund, for the assistance of sick and infirm
Inmates, and for the maintenance of the Infirmary, which proves a
most useful adjunct to the Institution.

il{ebiews au'iJ J)l.otices of 16oob.
THE SHEPHERD OF JERUSALEM. By the late REV. JAMES OR1IISTON.
Pp. 24; price 3d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union. Rev. Hy.
Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell Grove, S.E.5.)
This is a reprint in pamphlet form of a choice little volume published
in the year 1881". It records a very beautiful incident of shepherd
life witnessed by Mr. Ormiston during his visit to Palestine in 1878.
From that incident Mr. Ormiston brings to the notice of his readers,
in choice and tender language, and with great wealth of Scripture
quotation, the great and precious truths connected with the Shepherd
Office of our Lord Jesus Christ. We were much impressed with the
beanty of the teaching in this volume shortly after it was first pnblished.
We have read it again with much pleasure. We rejoice that it is
reprinted in pamphlet form and at a cheaper price. We hope that
copies will be purchased in large numbers and circulated broadcast.
The doctrines of grace are here presented in a gracious manner.
SHALL OUR COMMUNION SERVICE BE ALTERED 1 By the REV. A. C.
DOWNER, M.A., D.D., Rector of Selham. Pp. 15. Price 2d.
(Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, E.CA).
This pamphlet deals ably and firmly with the present proposals of
Convocation to alter the Communion Service in a Romeward direction.
The author offers uncompromising resistance to any change being
made, and shows that the object of the proposed changes is to IlUlke
the Communion Service" more like the Roman Mass, which was totally
extirpated from our Formularies at the Reformation." Incidentally
Dr. Downer finds more encouragement than we do om'selves in some
recent appointments of the Prime Minister to the higher offices of the
Church of England. We agree with him, however, in the suggestion
that Protestant Societies should use their influence to secure the
appointment of really faithful men to vacant bishoprics, deaneries,
and henefices. We regret the statement 011 the first page that our
Lord's finished sacrifice was" offered by Him on His ascension into
heaven." We believe it was offered on the cross, and not afterwards.
Speaking generally, we regard the pamphlet as most valuable.
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