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AN APPEAL TO OUR .READERS.
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
pOSItion. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
SOME

They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price.
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORDS 011' SPIIUTOAL CAlJTION, OOUN'8EL, AND C10.'dI"ORT .

•• Who coruforteth us in all our tribulatiou, that we may be able to comfort them wbich are in aoy
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselTe8 l\re c(lmforted of GOO."-2 COn. I. t.

ACKNOWLEDGING HIM.
" In nil thYlmys acknowledge Him, nnd He shnll direct thy paths."
PROVERBS iii. 6.

THE exhortations which occur in this chapter are addressed to the
sons of GOD. The opening verse says, "My son, forget not My
law." Later we read, "My son, despise not thou the chastening
of the LORD; neither be weary of His correction: for whom the
LORD loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he
delighteth" (verses 11, 12). These last words are quoted in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, and are addressed to those who are sons
of GOD by faith which is in CJffiIST JESUS, i.e. the members of
GOD'S redeemed family who have received the adoption of sons.
(See Heb. xii. 5-8; Gal. iv. 4-6.) It follows that the words, "In
all thy ways acknowledge Him," are an exhortation to the LORD'S
redeemed family. The text is a family portion. It is a reminder
that the members of the family of faith need ever and in all things
to acknowledge and to own the DIVINE HEAD of the household of
faith. It also contains a pl'ecious promise to all who do so. He,
JEHOVAH, their GOD and FATIlliR, will direct their paths. Let
the members of this spiritual family, then, who read these lines,
give attention while we seek to unfold the meaning of this exhortation and the promise attached to it. Acknowledgiug Him is our
theme. The living family of GOD are exhorted to acknowledge
JEHOVAH. If we did not know something of the plague of our own
hearts, our proneness to forget Him from Whom all our blessings
flow, we might have supposed that such an exhortation was un·
necessary. But how easily we may act apart from Him! How
prone we are to come to decisions and to engage in fresh work
without first seeking His gl1idance and counsel and without acknowledging His sovereignty over our lives.
1. We need first to ncknowledge Ilirn as our Divine Savi{)ur.
He says, "Beside Me there is 110 SAVIOUR" (ha. xliii. 11). He
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" hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in CHRIST JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
He is the great source of that eternal salvation, which we partially
experience now and which we shall fully eJ.:periencc iu eternity.
He devised the scheme by which our salvation would be effected.
He, in wondrous love, gave up His only and well·beloved SON to
secure our salvation by His obedience unto death. He poured out
His SPIRIT in regenerating power to bring us into the enjoyment of
His saving grace. Let us ever, therefore, own Him as the Source,
the Channel, and the Bestower of our salvation. "Behold, GOD
is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid." Let us acknowledge Him to the full as our SAVIOUR. Let us give unto Him the
honour due unto His holy name. He loved, He redeemed, He
quickened, He saved, and He will keep and eventually glorify all
His beloved family. "Not unto us, 0 LORD, not unto us, but unto
Thy name give glory."
2. We need UJ acl.-nowledge Him as o!tr Divine Ruler.
He has delivered us out of the hand of our spiritual enemies that
we " might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before Him, all the days of our life" (Luke i. 74, 75). We are
saved to serve. That is the Scriptural order, despite modernistic
t~aching. To" serve the living and true GOD" is ever the outcome of real conversion (1 Thess. i. 10). Our GOD, then, is our
MASTER, and we are His saved servants. We must ack-nowledge
Him to be the LORD. We must own His sovereignty and supreme
Lordship in our lives. "No man can serve two masters." \Ve
must either serve GOD or the devil. There must be no compromise.
By Divine grace we must, like Caleb, "wholly follow the LORD."
Out-and-out on the side of GOD, His truth and His cause must be
the characteristic of all His true people.
If we are His loyal servants we shall reverence His holy name,
we shall reverence His holy and inspired Word, we shall reverence
His holy day. "Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that
delighteth greatly in His commandments '1 (Psa. cxii. 1).
3. We need UJ acknowledge Him as our Dimne Keeper.
With good King Jehoshaphat we shall acknowledge our own
absolute helplessness ill regard to service, testimony, and spiritual
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conflict. "We have no might against this great company that
eometh against us; neither know we what to do: .but our eyes are
upon Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 1;3). Without Him we can do nathing.
We therefore need His grace, His strength, His might. We need
His keeping power. Our LORD recognized our need of being
Divinely kept. He prayed, "Holy FATHER, keep through Thinc
own name those whom Thou hast given Me." "I pray not that
Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest
keep them from the evil" (John xvii. 11, 15). Ah! we need Him to
keep us. 0, the perils to which even His most devoted servants
are exposed. "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall." If our goings are to be in His paths, He must hold us up.
If our footsteps are not to slip, we must be upheld and kept by His
hand of power.
" The LORD is thy Keeper." Let us acknowledge Him as such,
and let us daily and hourly and humbly look to Him for His keeping
grace. Beware of cherishing any pride in your hearts. Beware of
imagining for a moment that you have anything which you did
not receivc, or that you ever have ground of congratulating yourself. He only is our Keeper, and blessed be His name for the
promise, " He will keep the feet of His saints" (1 Sam. ii. 9). Let
us own Him as our Keeper, and rest on His keeping power.
4. We need to acknowledge Him as our Divine Counsellor.
He it is Who giveth wisdom. "Out of His mouth cometh knowledge and understanding" (Prov. ii. 6).
If any of us lack wisdom (and wc all do lack it), then let us ask
of our GOD, Who giveth to all believing men liberally, and
upbraideth not. But let us ask in faith, nothing wavering. We
need His wisdom and guidance in all the great things and in all the
little things of life. What a blnnder the men of Irsael made when,
in reference to the Gibeonites, "they asked not counsel at the
mouth of the LORD" (Joshua ix. 14). Are we not all prone to
make all our plans first and to come to our decisions, and then to
seek guidance afterwards, and often to seek it with a strong and
self·willed determination to follow OUT own way? How beautiful
is the example of Ezra... "I proclaimed a fast there, at thc river
Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before OUT GOD, to seek of
Him a right way for us, and for OUT little ones, and for all our
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substance" (Ezra yiii. 21). We need to acknowledge our GOD by
taking counsel of Him in reference to all our affairs. Before writing
an article, answering a letter, having an interview, or dealing with
any problem, we need to look up to Him Who is the Fountain
of all wisdom.
5. We need to acknowledge Him in all our ways.
"All our ways." In reference· to every conceivable thing we
should own Him and seek His guidance. He is not too great to be
our guide in the small things of life, What a beautiful example is
set us by Abraham's servant. Do not let the Higher Critics rob
you of the twenty-fourth of Genesis, dear readers, but read again
these words, " 0 LORD GOD of my master Abraham, I pray thee,
send me good speed this day; and shew kindness unto my master
Abraham" (verse 12). The LORD heard that prayer, and He will
hear yours, and will direc~ your steps and supply your need. When
you get up in the morning, offer some such prayer as this, "Cause
me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in Thee do I
trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I
lift up my soul unto Thee. Deliver me, 0 LORD, from mine
enemies: I flee unto Thee to hide me. Teach me to du Thy will ;
for Thou art my GOD: Thy SPIRIT is good; lead me into the land
of uprightness" (Psa. cxliii. 8-10). That is acknowledging Him.
6. Lastly, we should acknowledge Him because of His gracious
pr01n?,Ses•

Look at the promise He has annexed to the verse we are considering. "He shall direct thy paths." Do you not need this
promise every day of your lives ~ You caunot direct your own
path.. "It is not in man that walketh to direct His steps"
(Jer. x. 23).
The LORD, however, promises to guide His people continually.
By day and by night He went before His people in the wilderness to
lead them in the way wherein they should go. All through the
forty years' wanderings He directed their paths, and" He led them
forth by the right way" (Psa. cvii. 7). He will do no less for those
who to-day acknowledge Him in all their ways.
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarag',
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).
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THE ISLINGTON CLERICAL CONFERENCE AND THE
GOSPEL.
" Though we, or an angel from heaven, preaoh any other gospel unto
you than that whioh we h(we prea{)hed unto yo!/., let him be
accursed."-GAL. i. 8.

THE ninety-fifth Islington C'lerical Conference was held in the
Great Hall of the Church House, Westminster, London, on Tuesday,
Jan. 10th, last. The new Vicar of Islington, the Rev. H. W.
Hinde, M.A., presided. The subject chosen for consideration was
"The Gospel," and it was dealt with by six invited readers of
papers, followed by a closing address by the Rev. F. Mellows, M.A.
'fhis gathering usually attracts a large number of professedly
Evangelical clergymen from all parts of the country. In former
days the subjects considered were always of a deeply spiritual
character, and for the most part the utterances of the various
speakers were true to the old Evangelical truths. During recent
years the subjects chosen have frequently been of a less spiritual
nature, and the new Evangelicals have for the most part been
chosen as readers of papers.
The subject chosen for this year's Conference was a welcome
change from many of the subjects previously considered. In some
respects, too, the testimony of some of the speakers has been more
in harmony with the position taken by our old Evangelical fathers.
We feel obliged, however, strongly to dissent from some of the
teaching given, especially in two or the papers. As this Magazine
(established as it was in the year 1766) is called THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, it is fitting that we should refer to " The Gospel" as
enunciated on this occasion at the Islington Clerical Conference.
If we criticize some of the utterances it will not, we trust, be because
of any want of Christian courtesy, but only because we feel it to be
our duty to warn our readers against prevailing depalturcs from
the faith which was once delivered to the saints. In the Epistle
to the Galatians the Apostle Paul manifests his jealousy for the
purity of the Gospel, and he pronounces a curse on anyone who
preaches any other gospel than the Gospel which Christ com-
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missioned him to preach. Our Lord says, "Beware of false
prophets," aud the Apostle John says, "Try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world" (1 John iv. 1). Wc are bidden to "stand fast in the
faith," and to "contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints." We are taught to " search the Scriptures daily"
in order to discover whether the things which we hear from pulpits
and platforms, or the things which we read in books, are in harmony
with the inspired Word of (lod. Plainly, then, Christian men and
women are to distinguish between truth and enor. They are to
prove all things by the Word of God and then hold fast that which
is good. True, they are to live up to the truth as well as hold it,
but they are to hold it as well as to live up to it. The two need
never be separated. Godly jealousy for the truth is surely in
harmony with the tcaehing and example of our Lord and His
Apostles.
1. We desire first to thankfully acknowledge some of the excellent
things which were said at this Conference.
The Chairman (Rev. H. W. Hinde) said, "It is essential that
Evangelicalism should be evangelical." "It must rest upon the
sacrificial atonement for sins made at Calvary." Speaking of
" the Atoning Death of J esns Christ," he said, "Take that away,
and you have destroyed the foundation stone of the Christian faith,
and have removed the evangel from Evangelism, leaving only a
meaningless ism." His testimony to the unchangeableness and
the power of the Gospel was also good. "It is as unchanging as its
Lord with Whom it is identified. It is more true to say it adjusts
itself to changing times and circumstances than to say it is adjustable." " It has not lost its power." "I ask leave humbly to bear
witness to it, and here publicly once more to take my stand upon
it as my only hope and my one theme."
The Bishop of Liverpool (the Right Rev. F. J. Chavasse, D.D.)
said many excellent things in his paper. We rejoice at his testimony to the reliability of the FOllr Gospels. "I know," he said,
"that St. John is relegated by some to an inferior position of
authority, as not written by the Apostle, but by a younger contemporary. I am conscious of the denial, in certain quarters, of a
miraculous Christ, of His Virgin birth, His physical resurrection,
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and Ris ascension, and of the doubt thrown on the early chapters
of St. M-ttthew and St. Luke, and on the nature-miracles. Nevertheless I accept the four Gospels in their entirety: first, because the
Christian Church has received and believed them from the begin-'
ning; secondly, because they ring true; thirdly, because they
describe a Christ Who meets me in the deepest needs of my nature;
fourthly, because, in the words of Theodore Parker, 'It takes a
Newton to forge a Newton. What man could have fabricated
Jesus ~ None but Jesus.' And the "''Titers of the Gospels could
not have described our Lord had there not been a Christ to describe
whom they had seen, and heard, and known, and believed; and
lastly, because, while I most thankfully own the debt due to the
research and learning of many Biblical critics, I cannot bring
myself to believe the foundations of the Christian faith should be
so uncertain and precarious that only a very few learned men are
able to tell us \\ith authority what parts are authentic and what
are not, and' that their verdict should be in constant danger of
change with the changing circumstances and knowledge of changing
men and ages."
The Bishop's words on the Atonement were not all that we
would desire, but they were so far good that he said that Christ
" died on the cross, not only as a martyr and as an example, but as a
sacrifice for sin." "Re came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give Ris life a ransom for many." '" Re died for
our sins according to the Scriptures' that He might take them
away." In view of modern denials of the physical resurrection
it is good to read that the Bishop said, " It will be sufficient here
to say that the Resurrection of Christ, which I firmly believe to be
the actual rising of His body from the dead, which seems to me the
natural flower and crown of such a life as His, has sealed and corn'
pleted His revelation of God and of Man, and brought Life and
ImrnOltality to light. Our faith is built on the fact of the empty
tomb, and we know that He is alive for ever more." We regret,
however, a tendency in part of the Bishop's paper to teach the
universal Fatherhood of God. There seems a failure to distinguish
between " the children of the kingdom" and " the children of the
wicked one." On this, however, we do not dwell.
Turning to the paper read by the Rev. S. Nowell-Rostron, M.A.
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(Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society), we would say
that we were both surprised and pleased at his testimony to the
old doctrine of the Atonement. His paper gave us special pleasure
following as it did one by the Rev. R. T. Howard, whose teaching
on the Atonement was far from orthodox. In fact, without
designing it, !\II'. Nowell-Rostron's paper was a splendid reply to
Mr. Howard's on this great and central truth of the Gospel. There
was much faithful testimony in Mr. NoweIl·Rostron's paper against
modernistie teaching on the Person of Christ. We desire, however,
to focus the attention of our readers on his teaching about the
Atonement. He says: "The Apostles made no attempt, such as
is being made to-day, to build up their religion only upon the
parable of 'The Prodigal Son,' a parable spoken to convey with
matchless appeal the truth of ·the free forgiveness of the love of
God, but clearly not intended to represent the whole Christia.n
Gospel; for that wonderful story speaks neither of the Atonement,
'the true foundation of the Christian religion and the richest
treasure of the Christian Church' (Turretin , nor of the mediation
of the Son between the returning sinner and his God. It is onc
of the most significant features of modern preaching . . . that the
Atonement is but rarely preached to.day in the fulness of its
message. Almost universally the terms that are historically
associated with it are discarded or emptied of meaning: 'justified
by faith only,' , the finished work,' , the new bilth,' , propitiation,'
'substitution,' 'sacrifice for sins,' 'the blood shed'; the picture
of the great Assize, so we are told, is ' misleading,' though it comes
from the lips of our Saviour. The old objection of Dr. Martineall
to the theory of substitution has been revived. The explanation
of the Atonement made popular by Dl'. Bushnell is again pressed.
Dr. Martineau speaks of the crime of penally crushing the sinless.
Dr. Bushnell affirms that the Atonement is a change wrought in us,
a change by which we are reconciled to God. This, as I understand
it, is the view taken by Dr. Temple in his ... lectures at Glasgow
last January." Mr. Nowell-Rostron then quotes with disapproval
Dr. Temple as saying, "Christians believe that the antagonism in
God against us is removed by the sufferings of Christ. How so 1
Well, if wc read the New Testament carefully we shall not be in
any 'doubt; it is not because thiJ pena.lty dt!e to us lws been visited on
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Him,. thnt would make the Atonement flatly immoral. It is because
the life of Christ, and above all, the death of Christ, possesses transforming power." We ask our readers to notice that the Bishop of
Manchester (Dr. Temple), in the words which we have italicized,
declares that the doctrine that Christ bore the penalty due t{J
sinners is flatly immoral. We rejoice that Mr. Nowell·Rostron
repudiates Dr. Temple's teaching on the Atonement. He says,
" To return to God we need forgiveness, in our Lord's o"'n phrase,
, remission of sins.' Do we earn this because we are moraUy trans·
formed ~ The death of Christ is the objective ground of our
redemption because He, the moral Ruler of the race, bore, instead
0/ inflicting, the penalties 0/ sin,. He died the Just for the unjust;
He was made a curse for us; Him, Who knew no sin, God made to
be sin Oll our behalf, and in union with, 'in' Christ Jesus, with
Him as our Representative, OUI High Priest, His Atonement
becomes the new and living way to the Father." Without
endorsing every sentence in this or any of the papers read at this
Conference we must say we are profoundly thankful for this testi·
mony to the penal and substitutionary character of our Lord's
atoning work.
2. We wmtld now briefly di1'eot attention to two papers in which
the teaohing ~vas in OUT 'lJiew unscriptuml.
The Rev. R. T. Howard, M.A., is the Principal of St. Aidan's
College, Birkenhead. There is a great deal in Mr. Howa.rd's paper
to which those who hold the old Evangelical theology could not
subscribc. We can only briefly allude to his teaching on the
Atonement. From a careful reading of his paper we gather that
he holds what has been called "the moral influence theory of the
Atonement." This was the theory of Dr. Bushnell, and is
apparently the theory of Dr. Temple, as pointed out by Mr. Nowell·
Rostron in his paper. It teaches that" the great end of the death
of Christ was to produce a moral impression upon the hearts of
sinners, and thus lead to their moral and spiritual reformation."
Dr. A. A. Hodge says that this view" has been uniformly regarded
as a heresy by the Church" (The Atonement, p. 292). According
to this view C'hrist's death was merely the inevitable and inescapable
{Jutcome of man's hatred. But it demonstrated to lUan what a
loving character Christ was, in that He did not resist nor resent
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the human hatred which put Him to death, but rather prayed for
His murderers. As we behold such an exhibition of love our
hearts are morally impressed. We feel that God is love and that
Christ is love. We are consequently led to repent and to seek
forgiveness as the reffillt of this moral impression. "The Cross,"
says Mr. Howard, "means that God is telling to man in language
which it is impossible for him to misunderstand that He is wholly
willing to receive back His repentant and trustful children, and that
directly they sincerely repent and believe in His love revealed in
the Cross He will forgive their sins freely and fully." Judged by
the context Mr. Howard teaches that the ground of forgiveness is
repentance and faith. In other words, he rej ects the orthodox
doctrine that God forgives a penitent and believing sinner only on
the ground that Christ has stood in that sinner's place and borne
the penalty of sin in his stead.
Dr. Charles Hodge well says, "The Scriptures teach that something more was necessary for the salvation of men than moral
influences and impressions, or the revelation and confirmation of
truth, something very different from mystical influence on the
nature of man. What was necessary was precisely what was done.
The Son of God assumed our nature, took the place of sinners,
bore the curse of the law in their stead, and thereby rendered it
possible that God should be just and yet the Justifier of the ungodly.
If such be the Scripture doctrine, all these schemes of redemption
may be dismissed without consideration" (Systematio Theology,
Vol. n., pp. 541-2).
We can only briefly refer to the paper read by the Rev. Canon
T. Guy Rogers, M.C., B.D., Vicar of West Ham. His subject was,
" The Gospel in relation to the Life which is to Come." He begins
his paper by suggesting that raul and John do not agree in their
teaching on this subject. He says, "I must confess that to me
the Apocalypse,Paul, and the Fourth Gospel are in these matters
strikingly unlike." Would he have said this if he believed in the
plenary inspiration of all the Scriptures? We gather that he
rejects the doctrine of everlasting punishment, and he suggests
truly that the doctrine is now rarely taught. He speaks approvingly
of those who, prompted by what he believes to be a discerning
loyalty to Christ, "are trying to reconstruct a doctrine of hell
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which reflects the mind of Christ and satisfies the conscience which
has been educated by Rim." The difficulty which faces those who
are engaged in the reconstruction of a new doctrine about hell is
due to the fact that, "There has been a theological conflagration
since Darwin's time, and the litter of fallen theories and twisted
systcms has scarcely yet been carted away. But the space is
getting plearer, and we begin to see our task." We suppose by
these fallen theories which have been burnt up the Canon means
the old doctrines of Creation, the Fall, the Atonement, and the
Inspiration of Scripture. Later in his paper Canon Guy Rogers
apparently rejects" any kind of a material or merely penal hell."
" I do not even think," he says, "of heaven or hell as places far
apalt." "Men carry their own heaven and hell about with them
in the life beyond as they do here. . .. For me there is no intermediate state, no waiting for a resUT-reetion, no ecclesiastical
purgatory, but simply a life to be lived into which the consequences
of this life have been projected." Are we to understand by the
words" no waiting for a resurrection," which we have italicized,
that the Canon believes that " the resurrection is past already" ?
If so, he is like Hymenams and Philetus. " who concerning the truth
have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already" (2 Tim. ii.
17, 18).
Speaking of those "to whom at last moral and spiritual values
have become clear," i.e., apparently the unconverted dead, the
Canon goes on to say, "The Divine element within them will be
outraged by the ugliness of the spiritual body which they have
shaped for themselves, as well as by the ugliness of the will which
controls and the desires which inhabit it. Slow and arduous in
any case will be the ascent upward from this hell, more slow and
arduous than here, on account of the corrosive effect of sin." It
would seem from this statement that as soon as an unconverted
man dies he at once becomes possessed of a spiritual body, but
"the Divine element" in him will be outraged by the ugliness of
this spiritual body.which he has shaped for himself as well as by
the ugliness of the will which controls it. This is his hell, but his
case is not hopeless. " Slow and arduous will be the ascent upward
from this hell," but, as heaven and hell are not, according to the
Canon, places fa,r apart, the ascent from the one to the other will
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not be impossible. Slowly but surely there will be an ascent
upward from hell to heaven, and thus at last some, and possibly
all, of the inhabitants of hell will reach heaven.
But the prospect even for the converted man is not nearly so
bright, according to the Canon, as many of us have supposed.
Re says, " Nor is the immediate prospect for any of us one which
we can rightly describe as bliss. Unless the Christ-spirit has
wholly permeated us, there will be little bits of hell within us from
which we shall have. to win our freedom." Even the spiritual
bodies of believers will not be free from sin. The Canon goes on
to say, "There will be little bits of our spiritual body which will
reflect quite plainly the real ugliness of those sins that lurk in
the springs of character as yet unredeemed by Christ." The
teaching of the fifteenth chapter of the first Epistle to the
Corinthians seems to have no weight with Canon Guy Rogers.
A resurrection" in incorruption," "in glory," "in power," and to
the image of the Second Man, the Lord from heaven, is not what he
believes in. If his doctrine is true we can no longer say, " Thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ."
A few men, however, may possibly enter upon a life of pure bliss
when they die. The Canon says, "For men like St. Paul or
St. Francis, or Raymond Lull, it may be that the first experience
of the life to come is pure bliss. The passionate devotion to Christ,
which in process of time has consumed in them almost all that
was unworthy, makes it morally possible." 1'0 us all this is pure
imagination. The teaching of the Canon is singularly free from
Scripture proofs. It is indeed sad to think of a professed Evangelical putting forth such teaching as this, and on the platform of the
Islington Conference too. Canon Guy Rogers is evidently a leader
among the Neo-Evangelicals. It was in his house that a Memorial
was agreed to by a large number of modern Evangelicals which was
designed to modernize the Church Missionary Society. Nay, it has
modernized it, and it is now regarded by many of the supporters
of that Memorial as " a New C.M.S." His teaching on the future
life, and that of the Rev. R. T. Roward on the Atonement, indicate
the marked change which has come over those who claim the
honoured name of Evangelical. To us that change is far greater
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and more serious than many good and unsuspecting men realize.
A bonfire has indeed been made of the old truths, and we are being
taught reconstructed doctrines of the Creation, the Fall, the Atonement, the Inspiration of the Bible, and of heaven and hell. To
l1S the revelation which God Himself has given is sufficient. We
are content with what He has said, and we believe that" the Word
of our God shall stand for ever." As a partial antidote to some
of this new teaching we print in another part of this issue an
extract from a Charge by the late Bishop J. C. Ryle on the state
of man after death.
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

A WORD FROlli CHINA.
Writing under date Dec. 19th, 1921, our son in China (Rev. F.
Houghton) says:"I aill sure you will not have forgotten that the ahove date iB a
very important onc to me. At 6.30 p.m. (last year) I landed at
Shanghai, and so definitely entered on my career as missionary in
China. I do thank God, first, because He is faithful, and, second,
because He counted me faithful putting me into the ministry, and
finally sending me to this place of great privilege, because of peculiar
difficulty. Day by day I have obt"ined mercy and found grace t-~
help in time of need at the throne of the heavenly grace. And I
believe (if I may be allowed to misquote the last verse of Isaiah lvi.)
that' to·morrow shall he as this day only much more abundant! '
" A day boy-an orphan who lives with his uncle-came to me on
Saturday. He told me (quite spontaneously) that his uncle threatened
to thrash him because he would not worship the idols in the house.
The boy still refused, and the uncle finally let him off. That is the
sort of thing which I have been longing to hear. 1 feel SUle there
would be more persecution if there were more bold witness for the
Lord."

IT is both pleasant and gainful to resign' ourselves and our all to the
Divine disposal; for, perhaps, God may sometimes cross our wills in
order to teach us to submit to His; and we all profess to beliave He
knows best what is good for us and when to bestow His blessings upon
us. And, therefore, as His great mercy should encourage UB to address
His throne, so His infinite wisdom and absolute sovereignty should
produce in us an entire resignation to His conduct.-Joseph Collet,
A.D. 1742.
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WELLSPRINGS.
.. And now men see not the bright right which is in the cloud.~: but the
10il1Jl passeth, and cleanseth them. Fair weather cometh 01lt 0/ the
north: with God is terrible majesty."-JoB xxxvii. 21-22.

IN the late autumn (which was in reality a marvellons cxtension of
the wonderful summer we cnjoyed last year) it was one of the joys
of a visit to North Devon to watch the sunsets. They were frequently
indescribably beautiful. My dear brothcr and I sat in silent wonderment, and the eye feasted upon the glorious landscape, whilst the
reflected coloUl's which lighted up the bold dark promontories, shone
upon the sea, sometimes gold and sometimes crimson, and changed
the tints of bracken and heather every few minutes from golden brown
to red, purple, and plum as the clouds passed over. And then, sometimes as we sat pondering and thinki.ng of the wonders beyond and
desiring to
, .. .
H

Contemplate when the sun declines,

Thy death with deep reflection:
And when again he rising shines,

The Day of Resurrection . . . "
the glorions orb would as it were si.nk behind the bold outline of rock
and drop into the night. We thought we had seen the last of the sun
for that day. But not so. It was often with glad surprise that the
light flashed out of the dark cloud again and the heavens reflected on
the sea once more the beauteous rays of gold. It was rt cloud that
had intervened betwcen us and the sun.
How truly the words of our text tcll us that" men see not the bright
light which is in the cloud." But it was sure and true. "The bright
light" was there, and to be seen when the cloud lifted. And if it was
so true in lovely nature, the pure ha)ldiwork of our adorable Creator,
is it not equally true in grace and in our spiritual experience 1 "And
now," when trial and affiiction come upon us; when we are called
to pass through the fire and water of tribulation; when we enter the
cloud, like the tbree disciples-we fear. We only see the cloud: we
"see not the bright light which is in the clouds." We are like Peter,
looking off from Jesus to the stormy waves beneath our feet, or like
the little boat-tossed mariners on Gennesaret's lake, and we begin to
sink and cry out, " Lord, save, or we perish." We" see not the bright
light which is in the clouds," and our frames and feelings sink accordingly. Whoever that has watched a gorgeous sunset such as I
have been attempting to describe, turns away as the sun has set
with as bright a feeling as when the sun was shining 1 The Lord's
dear servant Abraham suffered .. an horror of great darkness when
the sun was going down," and a deep sleep fell upon him. The Lord
was going to speak out of the darkness, and His servant Abram must
Buffer the darkness ere he hear the voice that speaks in the darkness
8
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that may be felt. Wc all so soon forget how the sun has shone and
its rays llave warmed us during the day, when the night comes and
our sun has gone down. And even before nightfall, how often a
cloud will intervene and a storm arise, and our sunshiny day for which
we planned and anticipated so much is changed to cloud find rain,
storm and wind! But the sun shines on, though behind the cloud,
and with our God His purposes remain unaltered. His" thonghts of
peace and not of evil" are fiS unchangeable as the suu in the firmament,
<1nd they shall remain so as long fiS the sun and moon endureth. His
connsel stands, His decree remains unaltered, thongh" Clouds will come and go and all my prospect flies;
Like Noah's dove I flit betweeen
Rough seas aud stormy skies."
We arc such foolish, ignorant little children, and because wC "sec
not the bright light which is in the clouds," we think the sun has gone!
Those clouds were gathering thick and fast in Job's time. There were
more black clouds gathering in the heavens and preparing for the
whirlwind, the storm and tempest to follow. Was there nothing
more for Job than this ~ Oh, if the Lord left ns to whirlwind and
storm and tempest, should wc not rightly expect to sink in dark
despair ~ But these, as in thc patriarch's experience, are the preparation of something far more glorious and majestic to follow. "Then
the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind," and not till then!
The Lord always has" HIS way in the whirlwind and in the storm,
and the clouds are the dust of His feet." So when storms arise, count
upon the coming of your God also, beloved reader.
May grace so exercise us that if it is cloud with us just now, if it is
fiery temptation, or the furnace of affliction, or bodily suffering, let
us take heart of grace and sing as we have so often done ill days past,
"When we in darkness walk

Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then 'tis the time to trust our God,
And call upon His name."

Presently the wind will chase the cloud away and we shall rejoice in
our Light and our Salvation once more.
We forget how" He maketh the clouds His chariot," and uses the
very dispensations which to us look so dark and evil, and which fill
us with such gloomy forebodings and graceless fears, for channels of
blessing. The Lord will guide and perform His wonders for His
children out of the fiery pillar of cloud as much as ever He did for
Israel of old. We then prove in our happy and sanctified" afterward"
how that" fair weather eometh out of the north: with God is terrible
majesty."
The Lord Who bringeth the eloud over the earth will ever fulfil His
ancient Covenant promise and" the bow shall be seen in the cloud."
Better still, He further promises, remembering the weak and sinking
state of His poor tempest-tossed people's hearts, "And I will look
upon it, that I may remember the everlasting Covenant between God
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and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth." Oh,
what a glorious promise! What a gracious provision for sinking
hearts and drooping spiritll! God, even our own God, looking upon
the bow which He has put in the cloud and remembering His Covenant
thereby! We must leave to our God in His perfect love and wisdom
to choose the cloud and the sunshine, the adversity or prosperity.
The patriarch Job, in our chapter, speaks much of God's clouds, and
we learn thereby how varied they are. "Also by watering He wearieth
the thick cloud; He scattereth His bright cloud," or, as the margin
renders it, "the cloud of His light."
And then again iu the same chapter Job is inspired to ask the
question, " Dost thou know wheu God disposed them" (" the wondrous
works of God ") "and caused the light of His cloud to shiue 1 Dost
thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondl'Ous works of Him
that is perfect in knowledge 1" Oh, yes, God's wonderful works not.
only include His clouds, but the choice of them, the balancings of
them, the experiences which will befa.\! His saints lmder them, and
the appointing and removing of them according to their season. He
may see fit to send a bright cloud, or a dark one; a thick cloud, and an
overshadowing one. His children will have their varied joys and
sorrows, fears and tears, under them; but whatever the happenings,
grace constrains our hearts to say, "I know it shall be well with them
that fear God." These very clouds which we "so much dread," as
sang dear Cowper, are but the tokens that our God is on His way to us,
though wc cannot always perceive this, nor rest in the truth of it. But
we have His Word for it. "Who maketh the clouds His chariot" and
"Who flieth upon the wings of the wind." Thus the very clouds
form the chariot for the coming of the King, Whose chariot is salvation
and paved with love! "Forsaken!" cries the desolate one to whom
the Lord says, "For a small moment have I forsakeu thee." But
that very cloud which overwhelmed the weary, longing, sorrowing
saint was a cloud which was to be followed" with great mercies," and
the cloud of " a little wrath" was the precursor of " everlasting kindness'" in which He would have mercy on His exercised servants.
That is God's" afterward" of affliction. That is the way whereby
His tried saints are brought to see and rejoice in that" fair weather
which cometh out of the north." The north is significant of the
cold blasting winds of advarsity and affliction. The Divine method
of approaching the sinner, servant, and saint is mostly as the pl'Ophet
Elijah and His servant Job found it. "And, behold, the Lord pa88ed
by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in
pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; bnt the Lord was not in the
fire: and after the fire a still small voice." Then the prophet
"wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out and stood at the
cntering in of the cave." He was now like the psalmist in frame of
mind and heart, and could say, "I will hear what God the Lord shall
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speak unto me." And it was 80, too;in the case of the much-tried Job,
stripped of everything, brought down under the heavy hand of his
God, deprived of his possessions, .his home, his family, his health, a,ve,
and even his good name and character which he had so cherished,
passing through cloud after cloud until the Lord's set time for
deliverance and vindication comes, and" out of the whirlwind He will
make His answer" for His servant, and bless" the latter end of Job
more than his beginning."
So it will be with all the exercised family of Zion's pilgrims_ They
will see how there was a "bright light" in all the clouds of their
afHiction, when the wind has passed and cleansed them, and how
"Fair weather cometh out of the north." That word fair may be
rendered "gold," and the same writer was taught of God to say,
" When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."
The much-affiicted and tempest-tossed poet whom we have before
quoted may have been meditating on these words of Scripture when
he wrote how "Behind a frowning Providence, God hides a smiling
face." For every mourner in Zion there awaits a glad morning after
the darkest night, and that the eternal " morning without clouds" !
Our weeping may endure for a night, but with the morning cometh
joy and the singing of the high praises of our delivering God. The
immovability of Zion, founded. as she is on the Eternal Rock of Ages,
is because her" God is in the midst of her," and because she is His,
" God shall help her and that right early," or, as the margin gives us
the beautiful rendering, "when the morning appeareth." So, dear
child of God, if it is night with you just now in your soul's experience,
may the Lord cheer you to consider that the night is His as well as
the morning. Both one and the other await His sending, are in His
keeping, and last their allotted time. Thy God will see thee again
and give thee to rejoice when His "morning appeareth." For" The
Lord will command His lovingkindness in the day-time, and in the
night His song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my
life." That prayer of your darkest night will never fail to enter His
ear and give you to sing the song of deliverance. As the beloved G. C.
wrote to the comfort of thousands who have rejoiced in that precious
leaflet, " The Sun's behind the Cloud ""In that lone night, dear child of God,
When a.11 around is drear,
V/hen the smiling snn's behind the cloud,
Aud pain and grief are near,
Oh, never tbink, dear child of God,
In that dark, trying hour,
That thou art left, a lonely one,
To Satan's grasping power.
NOt

no, 'tis true the

BUU"S

withdrawn,

And thy complaints are loud,
But recollp.ct, dear child of God,
The sun's behind the cloud."

R.
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAINTS.
A SERMON PIi.EACHED BY THE LATE BISHOP C. P. M'lLvAINE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN OHIO, U.S.A.
" Thy btother shalll'ise again."-JoHN xi. 23.

THIS was the consolation administered by our Lord to the sorrowing
sisters of His friend Lazarus, who was dead, and whose body had been
already three days in the grave.
Martha and Mary had sent unto Jesus, saying, "Lord, behold he
whom Thou lovest is sick." They had long in vain expected that He
would visit them in their affiiction, and heal their brother. Now that
all was over, and it seemed too late to do any good except to help them
to bear their loss, they heard that Jesus was coming. Martha immediately went to meet Him. "Mary sat still in the house." Her sister's
first words were: "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not
died; but I know that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God,
God will give it Thee." She had great faith in the intercession of
Christ. She modestly suggested what her heart wished Him to intercede for. Mary, when she afterwards met Him, repeated hcr sister's
lament: "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother bad not died."
She made 110 request nor suggested any. Probably she thought they
had nothing now to do but to drink the cup of affiiction that was given
them, and to say in their hearts, "Thy will be done."
To the half-uttered petition of Martha, Jesus replied, " Thy lJ1'other
shall rise ago.in." In the faith of the devout readers at the Old
Testament Scriptures, Martha replied, " I know that be shall rise again
in the resurrection of the last day." The faith of God's people was
strong and distinct, before the brighter revelation of the Gospd, as to
the final and general resurrection of the dead, though Sadducees denied,
and Pharisees corrupted, the doctrine. Martha knew not the whole
meaning of Jesus conceruing her brother, tmtil she saw what her heart
was set on, Lazarus coming forth, that day, risen from the dead.
Here we may reasonably ask-Why should those affectionate and
pious sisters have desired that their brother should rise from the dead
before that last day, when all tribulations will be ended, and they and
he will never be separated again ~ He died in faith; he rested from
his labours; he has no more tears to wipe away, no more conflicts
with sin; his race is ended, his victory gained. Would ye call him
bark to such sorrows as belong to this vale of tears ~ Why say, "I"ord,
if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died ~" Why wish he
had not died ~ F~pecially why hope he may rise again, before the
resurrection of all the dead ~
But how natural that feeling, and that desire of those affiicted
sistet"S! And how often. in spirit, do we imitate them! Is it wise ~
A beloved one has died. We have laid his precious remains in its
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narrow home, "looking for the general resurrection at the last day,
and the life of the world to come, through our Lord Jesus Christ."
We feel a happy confidence that he died in the Lord, and that, there·
fore, his soul is with the Lord; all sin, and pain, and trial, and peril of
life eternal, ended, in the rest which remaineth for the p'30ple of God.
Could we meet the Lord at the grave, and He should bid us ask what
we would, what petition would our hearts, torn with bereavement,
offer ~ Would it be the opening of that grave-the restoration to
us of that dear one-to die again? We cannot say what a poor,
bleeding heart would answer in its weakness. We fear it might say
what Martha almost said, and did desire. But we know what would
be the prayer of the wisest love-infinitely the best for him we love
and mourn for: Let the stone remain at the door of the sepulchre;
let the seal continue unbroken upon the bonds of death; let dust dwell
with dust, and ashes with ashes, till there shall be no more death, nor
pain, nor woes, nor sin; till that day when" corruption shall put on
incorruption, and mortal, immortality," and when" them that sleep
in Jesus will God bring with Him," and" so they shall ever be with
the Lord." Yes, the blessed consolation with which Jesus meets us
at every stage of our sorrow, conceming those who sleep in Himthe sweet assurance which the hand of God's love has written for our
faith to read, over every sepulchre of His people, is-Thy b"other, thy
parent, thy sister, thy child, shall rise again; and it is our unspeakable
privilege to answer (and oh! how a bel'eaved, believing heart does love
that answer), "I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at
the last day." It is enough. We bless Thee, Lord, for that consolation.
We ask no better. We will wait-patiently, thankfully, joyfully, we
will wait that day.
Let us, then, seriously consider the subject of "the l'esu.rrection of
the body." Conspicuous in the Scriptures under a variety of declarations, it has been prominent and positive in the Creed of thc Church
of all ages. Precious to the hearts of those who mourn for the dead,
it vitally concerns the completeness, and therefore the whole reality,
of the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. No doctrine of the Scrip·
tures was more utterly derided and rejected, as impossible, by the
heathen philosophers, whom the Gospel encountered in its first aggres·
sions into the territory of Paganism. No doctrine was more constantly
preached, or more boldly gloried in, by the primitive disciples of
Christ. Paul boldly preached before the philosr-phers of Athens,
" Jesus and the resurrection." The Stoics and the Epicureans, of that
classic city, "mocked," because he did so. The primitive Christians
triumphed in the expectation of a joyful resurrection of the body,
thongh fires of martyrdom consumed it, or wild beasts of the amphi·
theatre devoured it; and that article of fa.ith was at once so notorious
and so derided, that their persecutors burned all that remained of
the martvrs, and then scattered the ashes on the rivers, and to the
winds to be borne to all land&-a contemptuous expression of how
incredible they thought it that God should raise the dead.
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But let ullbelief deride or reject as it may, we know, and we joyfully
hold fast the faith, "that the earth and the sea shall give up their
dead." Our brethren" that sleep in the dust of the earth" "shall
rise again in the resurrection at the last day." But it is important on
a subject so pl'oruinent in our Creed, so mysterious in its details, so
exclusively dependent upon revelation, on which imagination and
speculation may so easily go astray and be wise above what is written,
exposing themselves, and the subject, to the derision of the infidel,
that we should know distinctly what is known concerning it, and on
what gro\ll1ds it is known. We take, thercfore, this passage, "Thy
lYrother shall r-ise again,." and OUl' inquiry will be, What is contained
in that assurance, (lnd what is its evidence?
1. What is contained in that assurance? or what is meant in the
Scriptures by the resurrection of the dead ~
What if we should tell you that it does not mean that the body of
our !:rother, which you lay in the grave, will evel' rise again; that the
only meaning is, that his soul shall, in the last day, be re-invested
with some body to dwell in; not its own body that it before inhabited,
but a body, no matter whence produced ~ Would you not answerCan that be ealled a resur-rection of the dead ~ Does not resurrection,
in the very name, imply the rising up to lifJ of that which did once li,-c
and is now dead ~ Call it a subst-itution for the dead, and we Clln
\lI1derstand it. But to call it a resurrection is a glaring departure
from the propriety of speech. So we say. But yet that is the idea of
the resurrection which we too often find in books, and in the thoughts
of those who imagine they believe in the resurrection of the bodyan idea invented for the purpose of escaping certain difficlllties supposed
to be otherwise insurmolUltable, bnt chargeable, we apprehend, with
the grave objection that it evades t.he difficulty, not by maintaining
tbe doctrine of a resurrection, but by changing it for another. Against
all such evasions of the plain letter and tfstimony of the Scriptures we
must protest. When Jesus said to Martha, "Thy brothCl' shell risc
again," did He mean that the body of her brother Lazarus, jllst buried,
shollld rise 1 01' some other body, no matter what or whence ~ If thc
latter, what was the consolation in her bereavement ~ And when she
said, "I know that he shall l'ise in the last day," did she mean only
that some body would be given his disembodied spirit in that day ~ or
that the very hody which she had loved, in which he had been accustomed to cOlnm\ll1e with her, which she regarded as an integral part
of himself, and from which she was now separated hy the barriers of
the grave, would be restored to his spirit-that Lazams, her brothel',
the same soul, and the same body essentially, would live again ~
What speaks our Chmch on this head ~ We enter the grave-yard,
reading for the consolation of the bereaved, and, as a solemn declaration
of our faith, those words of holy Job, "I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and,
though after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I
sec God." Job certainly expected to rise from the corruption of the
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grave in his own flesh, his own body, that very one which worms would
devour, and not another. And why does our Ohurch require these
words of the Patriarch's faith to be read at the burial of her people?
and why, as we lower the dead into the grave, does she make her
minister say, "Eali;h to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, looking for
the general resurrection in the last day and the life of the world to
come, through our Lord Jesus Ohrist, at Whose second coming the
earth and the sea shall give up t.heir dead, and the corruptible bodies
of those that sleep in Him shall be changed and made like to His own
glorious body"? It is all for the consolation of surviving Ohristian
friends, to dry their tears, and fill then: minds with expectation of a
glorious victory ovcr death and the grave, whcn the Lord of life, by
the tmmp of God, will preach deliverancc to the captives, aud the
opening of that pl'ison-door to them that are bound. But where is the
consolation-rather, "hat mockery to the afllicted is it, if, after all,
it is not mcant that your brother, like Job, shall stand up in his own
flesh and sce God-that the dust you give to dust-that the corruptible
body of your beloved one, ,,-ho sleeps in Jesus, shall hear that tmmp
and live; but only that his immortal spirit, instead of being disembodied for ever, shr.ll have a body, some body, given to it in that
day.
We see, then, that the Scripture doctrine of the resurrection of the
body, that which lights the gloom of the grave, that which Job
professed, that which the martyrs gloried in, and philosophers of the
heathen scoffed at, that which the Ohristian Ohurch in all ages has
declared, which the afllicted heart so affectionately clings to, which
crowns the redemption that is ill Jesus with its last victory, and which
alone is worth contendnlg for, is plainly that, in the resurrection, the
Lord shall give to every man his own body; that the body out of
which his soul departed, shall be raised up again, and the same soul
that departed from it shall be restored and united to it again; and so
the same man that died shall live again, in the same body in which
he died. When we say, the same body in !ohich he d'ied, we do not
mean the same in all qualities and powers, but the same essentially; as
the body from infancy to old age, from wastillg sickness to perfect
health, is the same, though there has taken place so great a change of
constituent elements, and of condition, and of powers.
Onc would suppose that the very expression, "res!lrrection 01 the
dead," would suffice to settle that point. But what else shall we
make of the words of Job, "Though worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall J see God"; or the words of Daniel, "Many that sleep
ill the dust of the earth shall awake"; or of Ohrist, " The hour cometh
when all that are ill their graves shall come forth"; or of Rt. John,
" The sea shall give up th~ dead which are ill it "; or of St. Paul, " It
(the body) is sown in dishonou" it is mised in glory"? What else
can he the meaning of such phrases as " tll£ !'edemption 01 our body,"
or such a promise as that "he that raised up Ohrist from the dead
sh<z.ll a,lso qu-ilJken ycnlr mortal bodies"? What else, when we are
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exhorted to "fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell "~ Is it not meant that the present body, as well as the present
soul, may be destroyed in hell ~ Again," It is better to enter into
life halt or maimed, mther than having two hands or two feet to be
cast into everlastilig fire." It is the identical body that was maimed
in this world in faithful service to God, that shall enter the life of the
world to come; surely not some other body in its stead.
Paul thought he was addressing very comforting words to the
Thessalonian brethren when he said, "I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep (your beloved
ones in the grave) that ye SOlTOW not as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with Him." But what consolation
was it-what mockery of their sorrow was it, if they whom God will
bring with Jesus in that day shall not be those very dead which they
mourned after, but some other bodies which they never knew, and
that never died ~ Certainly, the several instances of resurrection
which have already taken place, and of which we read in the Scriptures,
especially that of our Lord and Saviour, are intended to teach us by
example, what the general rising of the dead will be. But in each
case, was it not the identical body buried which lived again ~
To show the power of our Lord's resUl'rection, and how essentially
the resulTection of His people must follow in consequence of His, we
read that, "after His resurrection, many bodies of saints which
slept, arose, and came out of the graves, and went into the Holy City,
and appeared unto many." The passage is too plain to be evaded.
The very bodies which had died came out of their graves and appeared.
How long they had been in their graves, what changes had taken
place, whether they had fallen to dust or not, we are not told. We
are at liberty to suppose what we please on such points. The evidence
is, that no matter how changed by death, or how changed in being
quickened again, the identical bodiz3, that died and were buried,
arose. That resulTeetion was the antepast of that glorions day when
the whole fruit of the resurrection of Christ shall appear; when another
great earthqnake shall be felt, and all graves will be opened, and all
the bodies of them that sleep in Jesus shall arise and go into the Holy
City-New Jerusalem-and shall appear in "the whit.e raiment whieh
is the righteousness of snints," and" death shall be swallowed up in
victory."
The second appearing of our Lord will find a part of His Chureh
alive on the earth-" the qu.ick "; but it will find very far the largest
portion asleep, as to their bodies, in the grave-" the dead." Concerning
these two divisions of the Church, it is written, "The dead in Christ
shall rise first: then they which are alive and remain, shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
80 shall we ever be with the Lord."
Certainly, they whicl, are alive
in that day shall be taken to meet, and to be, with the Lord, in the
very bodies in which they were fOlmd. They shall be changed, indeed,
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from corruptible to incorruptible-yea, into the likencss of thc glorious
body of Christ, yet remaining essentially the same bodies. But how
are we assured of this, except from language exactly equalled in
strength and plainness, in relation to the dead ~ "The dead shall bc
raised." The living" shall be changed." Which of these expressions
is strongest in proof of the identity in question ~ Will the very small
remnant of ·the people of God which shall bc alive at the coming of
Christ, be thc only portion of His people that will then enjoy a perfect
redemption-a redemption of the whole man-·a redemption of the
body from the CUl'se of sin to newness of life, as well as a redemption
of the soul; and shall all the rest, constituting almost the whole of
"the general assembly and Church of the first· ham , whosc names
are written in heaven "-shall they he redeemed only in part, their
bodies left mlCler the dominion of dcath; the works of the devil in
them not destroyed by Him who came to destroy them ~ Must they,
instead of having restored to them their own hodies, and heing thus
blessed, like Enoch and Elijah and thc saints that arose after the
cmeifixion, and like all those who, withoat ha.ving died, shall be
changed at the voice of thc Archangel; must they alone be consigned
to bodies entirely alien from their own '1 Such was not the expectation
of Job: "In my flesh shall I sec God." And if such were the doctrine
of resurrection which Paul preached at Atbens, why did the philosophers
mock at it ~ Was there any difficulty in their believing that the same
God Who made the first body for the soul to ink'bit, could as easily
make for it a seeond ~ AJ1d where was the meaning of the scattering
of the ashes of the martyrs hy their persecutors, to the winds and
waters, in derision of the resurrection ~ Did the heathen suppose
that in that contemptuous act they offered any impediment to the
resurrection which the Christians helieved aud taught, except as it
was a resurrection of the very body thus dispersed ~ And why, if this
be not oUl' just expectation, is the prayer uttered at evel')' reception
of the sacrament of the death of Christ: "The hody of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto
evetlasting life ~, ~
Now, such being evidently the doctrine of Scripture, it Illay he as
well ne>.1; to state, what are the objections to it that have caused the
invention of the substitute which I have mentioned-{)hjections on
account of which heathen sagcs thought it incredible that God should
raise the dead, and many likc them, under greater light, havc not been
wiser. We know of but two objections that deserve a namc. One is
founded simply on thc infinite dispersion which the Ladies of the dead
undergo. Take, for example, the bodics of Adam, and Noah, and
Abraham. Where are they ~ Resolved into original elements-all
their particles are still in hcing, but where? Let the imagination
follow them through ail', and earth, and sea. The objection is against
the possibility of thcnce collccting such scattered elements, and corn·
posing again the bodies they once belonged to. But it comes only
from those who lmow not the power of God. He can do "ll things
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which involve not a oontradiction. He that made the world out of
nothing, can He not reoonstruct the body when its materials are all
in being 1 Every stage and step of the dispersion has been only by
His power and guidance. He made that dissolution-He effected that
minnte dispersion-He gave to every particle its direction, whitherBoever it went, and assigned its place, wherever, in earth, or air, or
sea, it may be now. Known unto God, is the place and Ilistory of
-every particle of matter, in all His works, from each grain in the structure of all worlds, to every atom in the frame of the animalcule swimming in the rain-drop. And can He not call back what He bas sent
.abroad 1 Can He not gather together what He has scattered 1 Is
there any skill or power required for this, beyond what wc experience
wntinually in the wonderful power and skill by which our living bodies
are nourished and renewed from day to day; that mysterious skill
which cxtracts, with such unfailing chemistry, from the air and water,
from vegetable and animal substance, whatever our bodies need for
life, and which so marvellously assorts and combines them, in weight
and measure, and sends to their several places and offices in our frames,
the various aliments, so that every minutcst part of this most complex
structurc shall daily receive its portion in due season 1 It was well
said by e. Jewish Rabbi: "He Who made that which was not, to be,
·can· certainly make that which once was, to be again." The only
,answer needed to the objection stated, is, " The Lord God Omnipotent
.
h."
·re11lnet
But there is an objection of much more apparent force. It is not
based so much on the wide dispersion of the elements of the bodies
of the dead, as upon the innumerable oombinations into which they
have entered. It is urged that those elements have heen taken into
the structure of vegetsbles, and that animals have been nourished by
those vegetables, and men have fed on those animals, and thus, doubtless, in innumerable instances, the particles of one human body have
entered into the oomposition of another; and so the difficulty is
presented, How can two bodies, each of whieh has been constitutp.d in
part by the same particles of matter, be both raised up? This is really
the only plausible objection. Its force is in the contradiction which
it seems to involve. That contradiction depends on the assumption
that, in order to the identity of the body in death and resurrection,
the same numerieal particles must compose it. If there may be essential
identity, without numerical sameness in all the parts, the oontradiction
is avoided, and the objection fails. But all nature testifies to that
point. The oak that has stood a hundred years may not have an
atom of the substance which oomposed its germ in the aoom, and yet
nobody questions the identity of the body of the tree and the germ.
The human body at sixty years of age has undergone repeatedly, since
its infancy, an entire change of constituent elements, so that it contains
not now a single particle that belonged to it in childhood. But does
~ny one question its being essentially the same body 1 It is therefore
.a familiar fact, that we may preserve our oorporeal identity without
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preserving a numerical sameness of parts. Nothing is a man more
sure of, than that the body he has now, is the same he had in infancy.
Nothing, however, does he know more certainly, than that its constituent atoms have meanwhile been entirely changed. What, then, if
the differenc~ should he as great between the body buried, and that
which shall be raised (though there is no necessity of supposing it),
might they not be as truly the same body as my present tabernacle
is the same that my soul inhabited when I was a child ~ And thus
have we not all we need for the resurrection of the dead, in the full,
literal sense of the Scriptures ~
St. Paul seems to have had in view precisely this method of answering, when he supposed some caviller to ask him, "How are the dead
raised up, and with what body do they come ~" He answered by
referring to the growth of the wheat-stalk from the seed, as we have
answered hy the growth of the oak from the acorn, or the man from
the infant. "That which thou sowest," said he, "is not quickened,
except it die; and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body
which shall be, but bare grain; it may chance of wheat, or some other
grain; but God giveth it a hody as it hath pleased Him, and to every
seed his own body."
The reasoning is, the wheat in the stalk is essentially the wheat
that was first in the seed. The seed will not spring forth into wheat
except it die. The human body, in order to its resurrection, must go
into the corruption of the grave. And when the seed is grown into the
beauty of the ripening plant, how great is the change; where are the
particles it possessed when it lay a mere grain in the ground ~ God,
in thus arraying it, as Solomon in all his glory was not a.rrayed, giveth
it a body as it pleaseth Him. But, in a.ll that change, from the corrupting grain to the beautiful stalk and blade of the wheat, He so preserves
the corporeal identity, that He gives" to every seed its own body "the wheat and the germ are one---£o is the resurrection of the dead.
What is it that is essentia.l to such identity, we know not. It is enough
here to know that it is not numerical sameness of particles. The rclst.
we are well satisfied to leave with Him Who is " the God of the dead,
as well as the living."
To the question, " How are the dcad raised up ~ " we have no further
answer. The matter of fact is plainly revealed. But how He Whose
" footsteps are not known" will accomplish such a wondrous work.
thus swallowing up. death in such universal and stupendous victory,
"in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump," His
word speaks not, man knows not. Tell me how He created the world,
and I will tell you how He will raise the dead. Tell me how, by His
word, all things were made, and I will tell you how, at His last trump,
" the earth and the sea shall give up their dead." Our confidence is
in the promise and power of God. "I believe in God, the Father
Almighty, ?lfaker of Heaven and Earth"; and, therefore, because
that Almighty One hath decreed it, "I helieve in the resurrection of
the body."
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"SO MANY PLIES."
THIS is an expression nsed by the saintly Samuel Rutherford in one
of his letters. Some of my readers will know it as a term in weaving
or folding. It is very expressive, for our loving J,ord Himself is the
weaver of oUl' lives and he.s "so many plies" and folds in His love.
He blends the colours and the folds and the pattern in ways that we
cannot at all see the meaning of during the process. The sentence
from which the title of this paper is taken runs thus, " I despair that
ever I shall win (teach) to the far end of that love (Christ's), there are
so many plies in it." No, dear Rutherford, you could not, and we
cannot. For it "passeth knowledge," it is beyond knowledge. We
see infinite breadths and lengths and depths and heights, but as wc
gaze, and to SOUle extent know, they are ever stretching out into still
greater measure. There are "so many plies" or foldings in His
varied and exquisitely loving dealings that we can only humbly and
reverently follow where He leads, knowing that
"Smooth if it be or rough,
It will be still the best .. ;
for the glorious goal is in view both to us and to Him. We walk with
Him and He with us, knowing this chequered and oftentimes crooked
way (to oUl' dim sight) is the right way, and that
.. Winding or straight it leads
Right on ward to His rest."
He has trod the path and He knows it. "I will go before thee," was'
the Lord's constant assurance to His peopl~ of old, and our Saviour's
',' Be of good cheer" sounds in our ears like sweet silver bells of
victory and joy.
Seeing, dear reader, that we understand not the pattern of His
weaving or the mingling of the colours we must need, leave all to the
Weaver Who sees the design and uses us accordingly. Rutherford
says, " There are curtains to he drawn in by Christ that we never saw,
and new foldings of love in Him." He was ever discovering new love
traits in Christ even in the most severe spiritual discipline, and so
shall we if we study Him closely, always seeking His glory and the
" plies" of His love, whether in the bl11e of His faithfulness, the red
of His redeeming love, the violet of suffering, or the golden glow of
glory. Dear child of God, the Holy Spirit shows thy longing heart
many things which the world knows nothing of, and reveals many
secret things which only those who a/lide under His shadow can discern.
Let us go on, strong in His strength, happy in His love, safe in His
guidance, with a single eye and heart. There is so much, so much in
this" singleness of heart." We read ill Hose" x. 2, "Their heart is
divided," and that is the cause of much sorrow-sonow to the
believer, because he must be brought to see Jesus only, and sorrow
to the tender Heart which bears with all, and Who is afflicted in His
people's afflictions. Ah! there are, indeed, "so many plies" in His
love as He deals with His Bride, seeing Her all glorious within and
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without, Her clothing of wrought gold-not gold shaped in a mould, but
1vrought gold. His love was from everlasting to everlasting. It is a
changeless love, a wise love, an understanding love, a patient love, a
deathless lo\-e, a rapturous love, a persistent love, a Covenant love.
He sees into the deepest depths of the heart. He knows all its proneness to evil, its forgetfulness, its fickleness, its lukewarmness, yea, and
all its natural opposition to good: "Yet loved me notwithstanding
all." He set His love upon me as upon His people of old. "The
Lord did not set His love upon y)U because ye weie more in number;
for ye were the fewest of all people; but because the Lord loved you,
and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your
fathers" (Dent vii. 7, 8). Sometimes when musing over these things
the thought occnrs-Howmnch blessing I owe probably to praying
parents who have pleaded His promises and have craved their fulfilment in me also. VVe often see the expression, "God of my father,"
and the Psalmist praised singing, "my father's God."
However, the prevailing prayer of His beloved is effectual because
of His OW11 dear Son. "All His saints are in Thy Hand." The
Father has given them to His beloved Son. I heard this point so
beautifully dwelt upon a few days ago from the pulpit by the Rev.
I. Siviter and revelled in the joyof it. (See Dent. xxxiii. 3.) "Yea"
-note the intensity, the emphasis-" Yea, He lovcd the people; all
His saints are in Thy Hand." Just because of this fervent love, " He
handed them on to His dear Son by Covenant engagement." He
gave His Son for them, aud He gave His saints to His Son, and His'
Son gave Himself for them. "Oh, how He loves." In Thy Hand,
the bleeding Hand, which speaks better things than the blood of Abel.
It was a Covenant engageme'lt, a Covenant sacrifice, and a Covenant
love befoie the foundation of the w(}lld. Well, then, may we rejoice
not only that" my times are in Thy Hand," belt that we ourselves,
soul and body, are in His Hand, given and received in Divine love.
" So many flies" in His love. Doubtless, in dear Ruthedord's mind
he w"s pondering the manifestations of His love in disciplinc and in
so JI experience.
"He saw me r·uined ill the fall,

Yet loved me notwithstanding i\lI."
Numerous and varied are His tokens, His cross purposes, His crosshanded blessings, His love in disguise. Looking back 0 vel' my sojonrn
in the wOIld I see how wonderfull V He has made that which I most
opposed, the sweetcst blessing, and not only so, but
H

Aye the dew8 of Rorrow

Were IlLstred with His love."
He turned the undesired into the channel of deepest joy. It is marvellous when we trace His Hand closing up ways of that which we
so earnestly wish, and in the t'ery closing bringing such blessings whicb
never could have been OUfS if we had taken the path which was closed
up. He makes steps out of "stops."
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" So many plies." The ply of prevention, the ply of SOlTOW, the ply
of discouragement, the ply of opposition, the ply of friendship, the
ply of correction, the ply of manifested love, the ply of darkness, the
ply of delight, the ply of profound joy. "So many plies" of divers
kinds in the de"'lings of His love.
Dear tried, yet rejoicing believer, may the Holy Spirit show thee
that it is all love all the way through; for nought can sever thee flOm
His love or His 10 vc from thee.
So mallY plies, so many foldings, but all so sweetly blended through'Jut our earthly pilgrimage. And then ~ Why tben-ill the Father's
Home and welcome-in thy Sttviom's satisfied smile ttnd thy satisfied
heart, thine eyes shall see the King in His bea uty and behold the land
of far distances, a far-stretching land (R.V.), where therc will still be
"so mallY plies" of love but all bright.
N
ETTIE.

RICHARD DORE'S MISTAKE.
RBv. BBRNARD GILPIK, in a small book, gives an ttccount of tile life
and some of the sayings of Richard Dore, a poor, good man who in
his earlier days was of Mr. Huntington's congregation. After relating
his call by grace and other features of his younger clays, Mr. Gilpin
goes on to say:" Before his acquaintance with the person he afterwards married,
and at the very time he was under the strong hand of God in the
beginning of his religious life, he had proposed to unite himself to one'
who, to IIse his own wOlds, seemed' a quiet, innocent creature,' tut
who was in truth a deeply designing hypocrite, and proved herself so
by the profaue ways she adopted in order to make him think her
religious. Of these he was informed by someone who had detected
them, yet his affections were so deeply entangled that he felt a sort
of desperate determination to marry her, let the consequences be
whatever they might, and began to make preparatioils accordingly.
Just at that crisis he was reading in the Book of Proverbs, and these
words struck to his heart as a message sent for his warning from God,
'He goeth as an ox to the slaughter,' etc. (Prov. viii. 22, 23). 'These
words struck me with a shivering atonce. Iwasso terrified that I could
not speak, and when a friend came in to see me I could hear nothing
about it. However, I was effectually cnrec1 and never wished to
marry that wicked woman afterwards.' Alter this providential escape
he began to feel himself too secure. 'For I was so ignorant and
careless that I never thought about asking the Lord how I should go
on, and so after all I got a hypocrite for my wife. I became acquainted
with another woman and married her at once. I remember feeling
afraid to pray ahout it lest I should be hindered. She was a member
of Mr. Huntington's Chnrch, and I thought that was enough, for the
minister, thought I, has such good eyes that no one can deceive him.
I supposed he could see through people all at once. I was no sooner
married and he heard of it than I found out he knew I had been deceived
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in her, for he said to me of her, < There is no Christ there.' This
cut me like a dagger but pro ,ed true, for in about three weeks the
war began which went on till her death nearly forty years after. As
long as ever she lived I had nothing but a continual dreadful trial
with her. It is impossihle to tell of the things I went through . . . . .
And now these trou bles are as if they had never been.' (Richard
lived for twenty years after the death of his wife-lovingly looked
after by his only daughter, a gracious woman.)" Mr. Gilpin says,
" This distressing dispensation is calculated to enforce upon us terrible
but most useful lessons. It seems as if the Lord by suftering it may
have designed with holy severity this good Jnan's treacherous departure
from a beginning that was right. He had just been providentially
delivered from a similar snare, when instead of the exhort-at,ion finding
place in his heart, < Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed
lest he fall,' we find him immediately forsaking tIle Lord his
Counsellor, and blindly relying on the judgment of men. At the same
time let us remember that a good man is not one who commits no
faults and makes no mistakes, but cne whose faults and mistakes
are all overruled for good, and who in the end, through the feaL' of
God, comes forth of them all."
No doubt there have been people of God since who have thought
that if only they could get their desire accomplished before, so to
speak, the Lord came down to see what they were about, all would be
well; but before long they have found all their impetuosity or sanguine
expectation evaporate, leaving a heart-searching feeling of dism"y
and solitariness and helplessness. Where should we be if the Lord
left us to our own deYices, if there was no pity, no forgiveness with
Him 1 Can we ever adequately admire the mercy whiCh comes after
us with conviction and repentance, which then takes the matter into
His own hands, forgives and restores and makes the crooked straight.
"If only" Christian had not been so confident when they came to
the two ways, "if only" their debate had been accompanied with
pIftyer, but it never occurred to them to do so. It never occurred
to David to ask God's counsel abont numbering the people. If only
he had listened to Joab and not been so peremptory. But God left
him, and he stumbled; left him, we might say, that he should stumble
and learn again that all his keeping was in the Lord, that he had
better put no confidence in himself. So the I,ord left Hezekiah when
the ambassadors came from the very fa,l eountry to spy out his
possessions. He would have seen, if only he had looked into Deut. xx.,
what God's mind wae concerning such a representation. But they
flattered him, and God left him. There is some enconragement in
what the Lord says about having .< left him." It seems to indicate
that whenever our hearts rise spontaneously to ask for direction, they
do so because the Lotd has not left ns. 'l'he daily and honrly breat.hings for help, direction, and wisdom. mean that He is with us still.
But we would forget this, forget that there is no stay or hope in
ourselves if things always went easily. 1he tmth is that in every
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emergency we are cast upon the Holy Spirit's m~rcy that He may
give 118 to look to Himself as th·, One Who can t~ll U8 what to do.
How wise 8aul's servant was, wh~n he suggested to his young master
(1 Sam. ix. 5-10) that to seek counsel of God first would be bett~r
thau going home empty handed, even although it was filial duty and
solicitude that prompted the more immediate return.
These things perhaps are every day things, and in a way common
to man; for God denies wisdom to none who ask for it, but to His
own children all the circumstances of life are, as we might say, over·
laid with pure gold. The Lord Himself experienced more hard and
difficult places than ever We have. But He was perfect. His eyes
were ever upon God. His heart trusted in Him, and He was helped.
On no one occasion did His feet slip. He did no sin, as we do. No
guile was in His lips. But in spite of all our unlikeness to Him, all
our tmprofitableness-al! that we are, all that we are not, in spite of
it all, He loves us, and will not cease to love. He keeps His promise,
sends His Holy Spirit to direct our ways, to lead us into all truth;
lmd knowing all truth, we know that He is all our salvation and all
our desire.
FOLLowRR-ON.
TIME!
THE word" Time" is one of those expressions which are so frequently
upon men'8 lips without the majority of mankind taking tronble to
enquire what the real signification of the word is.
A little boy once returned very excitedly from school saying,
" Mother, I have been talking prose all my life, and I didn't know it."
We, and our fellow-creatures, are very like this boy; we do things,
and we say things, mechanically, without troubling to ascertain any
information about the things we do, or the words we use.
Time! Who can really fathom its solemn meaning. Time! It is
as much the creation of God as is the solid earth upon which we tread.
Time! It came from God, and by-and-by, at His command, it
will be swallowed up in that ceaseless eternity from whence it has been
marked off.
Eternity! No man can fully understand it. Its vastness, its
immensity, is beyond the powers of our finite minds to comprehend.
We talk of "Time" as though it were something simple and easy to
be understood, but little does that man realize the value and worth,
and wonder of "Time," who can pass it over without being filled
with amazement and awe.
For our present profit let us consider "Time" as being a concise
description of this present life, or the period of man's existence upon
the earth. Look at it as we will there is something very solemn
about" Time." Unlike Eternity, Time had a beginning, and i.n due
cour8e it will come to an end. It is here to be made U8e of. Like
ot.her of God's good gifts, it is bestowed upon us to be rightly employed.
9
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Solemn is the thought that the misuse of " Time" brought min upon
us all.
Adam and Eve were not rightly employing their time in discnssing
imaginary imperfections in God's holy commands. Grave waming
this. May we seek for grace to take the waming to heart.
H

Sin's evil seed, when once brought in,

Could yield the world no fruit but sin."
This we daily prove, and well will it be for ns if we give heed to the
Scripture direction, and "redeem the time, because the days are
evil" (Eph. v. 16). The Word of God asserts that" a wise man's
heart discerneth both Time and Judgment" (Eceles. viii. 5). He
kilOWS that after death there is the judgment (Heb. ix. 27), and becanse
he does not want to be adjndged unto eternal death, he seeks to profit
by the opportnnities given him, and desires that he may be found a
wise servant doing his Lord's bidding; for he knows that the Lord is
coming again (see Matt. xxiv. 45-46).
Now, not only does God tell us what a truly spiritually wise man
does, but He adds, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
Who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be
given him" (James i. 5). The best wisdom is that whereby men are
made "wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ J esns "
(2 Tim. iii. 15). And the Holy Scriptures, when applied by the power
of the Holy Spirit are able to make men thus wise.
Those who would "redeem time" need carefully and prayerfully
and believingly to seize every opportlmity God gives for reading His
Word, for meditating upon it, and for hearing it faithfully and truly
expounded. They must wait upon Him in prayer and earnest longing
that He will be pleased to open the eyes of their understanding that
they may grow in grace and in a deeper and fuller knowledge of thc
Lord Jesus as He is set forth in the Holy Scriptures of Truth.
There are many consideration~, all of which urge us to remember
the value of Time. It can be profitably employed and it can be lost.
We read in Scripture: It is not for us to know God's times or God's
seasons (see Acts i. 7), but it is for us to " seek the Lord while He may
be found, and to call upon Him while He is near" (see Isa. Iv. 6), and
" the Lord is nigh nnto all them that call upon Him in truth" (Ps. cxlv.
18). The prophet Hosea was inspired to say, " It is time to seek the
Lord, till He come and rain righteousness upon you" (Hosea x. 12).
This agrees with our Lord's own words, "Seek and ye shall find"
(Matt. vii. 7), but let us not forget that it is earnest seeking that is
meant; "Ye shall seek Me and ye shall find 1Ife when ye seek Me with
all your heart" (Jer. xxix. 13).
David, who knew the joy of forgiveness, who mew what it was to
have peace with God through faith in the promised Saviour, deelared
that there is a time when God ie to be fonnd, and that blessed are all
t,hey who do know what it is to find Him reconciLed to them in the
Lord Jesns (Pe. xxxii. 6).
P. 1. B.
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MODERN TEACHING ON THE STATE OF ~1AN AFTER
DEATH.
(EXTRACT FROM A CHARGE DELIVERED TO HIS CLERGY ON 4TH
NOVEMBER, 1890, BY THE LATE J. C. RYI,E, D.D., LORD BISHOP
OF LIVERPOOL.)
LET me charge you, in the next place, to hold fast the teaching 0/
Scripture and the Prayer-book aboa.t the sta·te of man after death.
This is a very solemn and painful topic, and flesh and blood naturally
sbrink from its contemplation. But SO many strange doctrines arc
floating in the air about the whole subject, that I dare not refuse to
consider it. The language of the Bible and the Liturgy about judgment
to come and the future punishment of those who die impenitent,
appear to me so distinct, that I do not see how it can be explained
away. Those who object to the doctrine of fnture pnnishment talk
loudly about love and charity, and "ay that it does not harmonizc
with the merciful i1Jld compassionate chamcter of God. But what
saith the Scripture 1 Who ever spoke such loving and merciful words
:lS our Lord Jesus Christ 1 Yet His are the lips which three t.imes over
describe the consequence of impenitence and sin, as " the worm that
never dies, and the fire that is not quenched." He is t·he Person Who
speaks in One sentence of the wicked going away into "everlasting
punishment," and the righteous into" life eternal" (Mark ix. 43-48;
Matt. xxv. 46)-Who does not remember the Apostle Paul's words
about charity 1 Yet he is the very Apostle who says the wicked
" shall be punished with everlasting destruction" (2 Thess. i. 9)-Who
does not know the spirit of love which runs throngh all St. John's
Gospel and Epistles 1 Yet the beloved Apostle is the very writer in
the New Testament who dwells most strongly, in the book of Revelation, on the reality and eternity of future woe. What shall we Bay to
these things 1 Shall we be wise above that which is written 1 Shall
we admit the dangerous principle that words in Scripture do not mea·ll
what they appear to mean 1 Is it not far better to lay our hands on
our mouths and say, "'Whatever God has written must bc true."
"Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Thy judgments" (Rev. xvi. 7).
The language 0/ our Prayer-book on this deep and awful subject if;
very remarkable. The very first petition in our matchless Litany
contains this sentence, "From everlasting damnation, good Lord,
deliver us." The Catechism teaches every child who learns it, that
whenever we repeat the Lord's Prayer we desire our Heavenly Father
to " keep us from om- ghostly enemy and from everlasting death."
Even in our Burial Service we pray at the grave-side, " Deliver us not
into the bitter pains of eternal death." Once more I ask, " What sha.\l
we say to these things 1" Shall we teach our congregations that even
when people live and die in sin, we may hope for their happiness in it
remote future 1 Surely the common-sense of many of our worshippers
would reply, that if this is the case, Prayer-book words mean nothing
at all.
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I lay no claim to any peculiar knowledge of Scripture. I feel daily
that I am no more infallible than the Bishop of Rome. But I must
speak according to the light which God has given to me, and I do not
think I should do my duty if I did not raise a warning voice on this
subject, and try to put the Clergy of my Diocese on their guard. Six
thousand years ago, sin entered into the wodd by the devil's daring
falsehood. "Ye shall not surely die" (Gen. iii. 4). At the end of six
thousand years, the great enemy of mankind is still using his old
weapon, and trying to persuade men that they ruay live and die in sin,
and yet at some distant period may be finally saved. Let us not be
ignorant of his devices. Let us walk steadily in the old paths. Let
us hold fast the old truth, and believe that as the happiness of the
saved is eternal, so also is the misery of the lost.
a. Let us hold it fast in the interest of the whole system of I'el'ealed
religion. What was the use of God's Son becomiilg incarnate, agonizing
in Gethsemane, and dying on the cross to make atonement, if men can
be finally saved without believing on Him ~ Where is the slightest
proof that saving faith in Christ's blood can cver begin after death ~
Where is thc need of the Holy Ghost, if sinners are at last to enter
heaven without conversion and renewal of heart ~ 'Vhere can we fin,l
the smallest evidence that anyone can be born again, and have a new
heart, if he dies in an unregenerate state ~ If a man may escape
eternal punishment at last, without faith in Christ or sanctification of
the Spirit, sin is no longer an infinite evil, and there was no need for
Christ dying on Calvary.
b. Let us hold it fast fol' the sa.ke of holiness and morality. I can
imagine nothing so pleasant to flesh and blood, as the specious theory
that we may live in sin and yet eSN'pe eternal perdition; and that,
although we " serve divers lusts and pleasures" while wc arc here, wc
shall somehow or other all get to heaven hereafter! Only tell the
young man who is "wasting his substance in riotous living," that
there is heaven at last, even for those who live and die in sin, and he
is never likely to turn from evil. What docs it signify how he lives, if
there is no judgment to come ~ Why should he repent and take up
thc cross, if he can get to heaven at last without trouble ~
c. Finally, let us hold it fast for the sake of the common hopes of all
God's saints. Let us distinctly understand that every blow struck at
the eternity of punishment, is an equally heavy blow at the eternity
of reward. It is inlpossible to separate the two t.hings. No ingenious
theological definition can divide them. They stand or fall together.
The same language is used, the same figures of speech are employed,
when the Bible speaks about either condition. Every attack on the
duration of hell is also an attack on the duration of heavcn. It is a
deep and true saying, "With thc silUler's fear our hope departs."
I turn from this part of my charge with a strong sense of its painfulness. I feel keenly, with Robert M'Cheyne, that "it is a hard
subject to handle lovingly." But I tUl'11 from it with an equally
strong conviction, that if we believe thc Bible wc must never give up
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anything which it contains. From hard, austere, and unmerciful
theology, Good Lord, deliver us! If men are not saved, it is . . . .
hecause they" will not come to Christ" (John v. -10). But we must
not be wise above that which is written. No morbid liberality,
so called, must induce us to reject anything whieh God has revealed
about the next world. Men sometimes talk exclusively about God's
mercy and love and compassion, as if He had no other attributes, and
leave out of sight entirely His holiness and His purity, His justice and
His unchangeableness, and His hatred of sin. Let us beware of falling
into this delusion. It is a growing evil in these latter days. Low
and inadequate views of the lmutterable vileness and filthines8 of sin,
and of the unutterable purity of the et~rnal God, are fertile sources of
orror about man's future state. Let us think of the mighty Being:
with Whom wc have to do, as He Himself declared His character to
Moses, saying, " The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long·
suffel~ng and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin." Bnt let
us not forget the solenm clause which concludes the sentence: "Aud
that will by 1W means clear the guilty" (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7). Unrepented
sin is a.n etemal evil, and can never cease to he sin; and He with
Whom we ha.ve to do is an eternal God.
LIGHT AFTER DARKNESS.
., The light shineth in darkness."-JoIlN i. 5.
THE subject of darkness is brought before us under three llspects in
Micah vii. 8, Isa. l. 10, and Job xxix. 3. May the Spirit of God add
His light while wc compare the three passages.
The first represents sitting in darkness. "When I fall, I shall
"rise; when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light 1111to me."
Albeit this may refer to fallillg in death and the dar1.-ness of the tomb,
it also applies to life. Taking it in the latter way, it speaks of a very
dark experience. Yet light is there also. Lamentation and hope have
linked hMds! "When I sit in darkness," that is his eomplaint. But
even in this felt darkness, he still clillgs to his God. He declares,
despite all, "The Lord shall be a light l1l1to me." That is his hope,
Faith is not sufficiently active to induce him to say, "The J..ord is a
light unto me." He expresses :1 future good rather than a present
hlessinf!.
'.

We must look up to oUl.' God. His grace is amply sufficient to carry
us thl'Ough the dire distresses that the Christiau must meet and overcome. "The Lord sha 11 be a light" in the surl'Ounding darkness, and
He will bestow grace fully and freely to the hardly bestead suppliant.
If we look to Him, " the Lord our God will enlighten OUl.' darkness,"
and enable us to endure to the end.
But in Isa. l. 10 we h"ve another idea, walking in darkness. " Who
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of HiH
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servant, that walketll in darkness and hath no light 1 Let him trust,
in tlle name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." This i~ as the Lord
sees us. He sees faith active-He knows that His discouragcd servant
still "fcareth the Lord." He sees obedience active, he "obevcth
the voice" of his God, although for the time being he "walketll in
darkness." Ah! the Lord is ever morc merciful in His judgment of
us, than we are in our judgment of ourselves. So again the light is
shining acmss the darkness, and a very loving word of exhortation is
given to us, " Let him trust in thc name of the Lord, and stay upon
his God." Our God is unchanging. He' is absolutely faitbful.
Thougb all may shake and be shattered about us, the Rock of Ages
never moves. lIfar our loving Heavenly Fatbel' teach us to trust
cven in the darkness, and to "walk in the light as He is in the light."
There is yet another experience, walking through darkness. Job
gives us this view of the subject in these words, " When by His light,
I walked through darkness." This is the Lord's will for us in darkneos.
Neither in soul blackncss nor yet in temporal trouble must we sit still
in apathy or lethargy. "By His light" we can" walk through' darkness." Job also lmites the darkness with the light. He does not say
that the darkness was not there, for it was, and most often it will be
with all of us too. But he realized, " By His light I waned thT(mgh
darkness." He also recognized the only true source and centrc of
light. It. ,nls by the Lord's" light" and in His st,rengt.h only, that
Job could and did" walk through darkness." And we must go to the
same Fount of light for ability to go on in a Christlike spirit. It is true
that Job is dwelling on the past. A fresh and terrible darkness has
overtaken him now. But as he had then" walked thmngh dal'1c-"ess"
safely, so we 1c-"ow that he was also finally brought victo'riously ont
of his present stnpendous trial. And the love that hronght Job
" throngh " will hring us " throngh."
Our God doth not afflict willingly, bnt for our profit. A.~ human
beings and nature need darkness as well as light for physical health,
so we need both for spiritual hcalth. "The darkness and the light
are both alike to "Him. He will bring health and good out of either
conditiOJi.
The sorrow of lI'!artha and i\'!a.ry was thc darkness of cleat,h. It was
followed by the light of resurrection. Lazams was called forth from
che graye. So with us. Life is shadowed with t.he darkness of death.
It will be superseded by the light of resurrection. The Redeemer has
died that the redeemed lllay dic safely. He rose from the grave that
they may retUl'n to life. Hence praise should never cease in t.he
believer's heart. Even during the darkness of discipline and sorrow,
praise is possible. For eternal light will, oh ! so shortly dawn. However great the darkness around us now, eternity's endless light is
before us. So the song of redemption is always due from us. Moses
and l\'!iriam sang tbat song at the Red Sea. They had passed through
a passage of death. We shall sing the same song in heaven when
we shall have finished with death for ever. The psalmist sa,vs, "It is
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a good thing to give thanks tUltO the Imd . . . every night" (xcii. 1, 2),
the dark nights as well as the moonlight ones; for there are both in
our Father's dealings, lighter and deeper trials. But all are encompassed with redemption. Here emancipation comes at the close of
each dark time of trouble. There it will be complete emancipation
from all dar],.-ness and sonow for ever, the climax of redemption.
For a glorious future is before His blood-bought people, one with no
night of darkness, one with no stain of sin, one with no blight of pain,
one with no pang of remorse, one wi th no fear of reparatiol1. 'Ve
shall be with Him! Can we help praising 1 We read in Rev. v. 9,
"And they sang a new soug." But it ends with the old song of
redemption! "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
and hast made us unto OUI' God kings and priests."

New Eltham, S.E.9.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

ON DANCING.
(ABBREVIATED.)
By THE LATE REV. WILLIAM PARKS, B.A., INCUMBENT OE' OPENSHAW,
MANCHESTER.

(Concluded from page 88.)
One other question remains to be answered, viz. :-" ""hat are
your thoughts and feelings after the dance 1" Are they such as you
might fancy those of a Christian to be who was about to retire for the
night 1 Are they placid-calm-unruffied-holy 1 Are they fixed
upon God, and occupied in communion with God 1 Has the veil of
night shut out all objects from view but God and Christ and the Holy
Ghost 1 Ab, no. I know it well. The feelings are excited, the
pulse beats quick-the brain throbs; the world has just had its revel
in the heart, and all is crazed, confused, and revolutionized! There
is the remembrance of the glaring lights-the many figures-the
various groups-the complicated motions-thc winning smile-the
agreeable small talk-the flattering compliment-all floating in th
head, all glorifying SELE'; but not a thought-not a feeling enlisted
on the side of God! No! No relish for prayer-no prostration of
spirit before the throne-not a knee bent (except in formalism, or
mockery, or delusion), not a sincere breath of praise wafted on high by
any soul engaged in the dance.
And, oh! tell me, how can such amusements be innocent 1 How
can any practice tending to such omission and commission be cornltenanced, much less encouraged, by any converted child of God or
minister of God 1 Surely the whole proceeding, from first to last, has
the stamp of Satan upon it, the arch-antagonist of God and of Christ!
Yes, I unhesitatingly declare that the ball and the dance, their consequences and concomitants, are devices and amusements of the devil,
by which he effects his purposes against many thousands of his
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incredulous victims! I should like to ask the fashionable yo\mg devotee
of the ball-room such a question as the following :-" \Vhen your
presence graces the gay circle, when one of earth's fail' daughters hangs
upon your arm, or you whirl through the maze of worldly lotmgers,
or sink exhausted on the voluptuous couch, or wander forth in the
cool passages to calm your excited mind, how could you then give
an account of your stewardship ~ Were Christ to speak to you there,
could you answer Him ~ Were death to summon you, could you
calmly follow him from the ball-room to the grave-from the worldling's gaze to the presence of your Maker ~" Awful, terrible thought!
Yet, believe me, such things have been. Many is the victim who has
been launched into eternity whilst his heart has been throbbing with
delight in worship of what God has cursed!
I shall now proceed to notice a few commonplace attempts at argument in iustification of the practice of dancing.
It h~s been asserted that" we have Scripture examples to wanant
our enga!,<ing in the dance." The devil (as somebody has quaintly
said) never goes out without his Bible under his arm, Satan has
Scripture at his finders' ends; hut he sometimes mutilates and mangles
it. Ab, my dear young friends, let me warn you against the sophistical
practice of falling back upon Scripture for examples to justify ungodly
and worldly actions! It is by such a practice that the gay and
frivolous clergyman justifies himself in his associatiou with "the
world." It is the constant plea of such a one, in defence of his inconsistent conduct, that Jesus Christ never shrank from dining, and supping, and feasting, with the Pharisees and unbelieving Jews; but he
thinks proper to forget the purpose and design which Jesus had in vie",
under such circumstances; and that He never failed to teach, to exhort,
to rebnke, and to argue with His host and fellow guests, whoever they
were. Jesus Christ never forgot His mission; and, although meek
and unobtn\sive, He never suffered the rank, the hospitality, or
peculiar views or crotchets of any man to interfere with or deter Him
from His grand purpose of "doing good" and maintaining truth
inviolate. If those who quote Scripture in support of their adopted
enor8 and sinful courses would but bring submission of mind to the
Word of God as a whole, they would soon cease to make such uses of
the inspired volume.
But I digress: let me examine the alleged Scripture arguments in
favour or justification of dancing. It is said that David danced, and
that Miriam danced, and that the dnughter of Jephtha dnnced-and
that consequently you may dance. It is true--quite true-that
David, and Miriam, and Jephtha's daughter danced; but let us see
why they danced, and how they dnnced. I read in 2 Sam., second
chapter, twelfth verse to the end, that David employed himself in
bringing thc ark into ZION, and that David was so overjoyed at the
successful issue of the work, that he actually flung aside his dignity
for a time-forgot himself in a manner-despised appearances, and
danced :md leaped again before the Lord. It is very evident, from a
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closer view of the passage, that dancing (at least such movements and
conduct as David's) was practised by " vain fellows," or " lewd fellows
of the baser sort "-(for Michal alludes to the fact in sarcastic terms) ;
and that, consequently, it was in no very good repute in those days;
but the good David, overflowing with delight and thankfulness for
the blessed privilege he was enjoying, cared not whom he resembled,
or how despicable he made himself in the eyes of even his regal mistress.
He was overpowered by religious joy on this occasion which broke out
in boisterous, ungainly, and even ridiculous movements. But mark
vou, all this was" before the Lord" (verse 21) and, further, he avows
his intention of doing so again and again-of even being more ridiculous
than ever (verse 22)-of being more contemptible in Michal's, and
more vile in his own sight. David's dancing, then, was a sinking of
self-a lowering of the creature; he danced for the sheer purpose of
giving glory to God. And, mark you, the Bible tells us that when
David danced he took of! his imperial robe and clothed himself in a
plain linen Ephod. What David put of! young men put on; what
David danced for, they never think of. And now, with this plain
and wlstrained interpretation of this oft-quoted and oft-mutilated
passage, will any yOlmg man or woman-any lady or gentlemanaver that there is a justification here for their dancing 1 Will any
member of a ball or dance, in modern times, tell me that he or she has
a warrant to dance, because David danced 1 Is your motive religious
joy 1 Is your design to make yourselves vile and base, and contemptible in your own sight, or in the sight of others, when you dance 1 I
trow not; so there is an end to any hope or prospect of justification
for your practice, from the case of David. I"et me !lOW examine the
case of Miriam: Miriam danced, and therefore (you say) you may
dance. Just meditate a moment upon the passage in which the fact
of Miriam's dancing is allnded to: "And Miriam, the prophetess, the
sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand: and all the women went
out after her, with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered
them, Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea" (Exod. xv. 20, 21).
Look at it again and again. Do you read that lIiiriam led of! the
dance with a handsome young Jew, or a naturalized Egyptian 1 Is
there any mention of male partners, hand and glove with the damsels
who followed her 1 No. Here was a company of godly women
praising Jehovah, in the best way they could, for His late wonderful
deliverance of them from the power of Pharaoh. The men were
otherwise engaged. The women only daneed, and daneed alone too.
Now, tell me, when you danee, is the name of the Lord upon your
lips 1 Is he influencing your hearts 1 Is it for the purpose of glorifying Jesus that you danee 1 Ah! my friends, is it not a faet that if
the word" Jesus" were to eseape the lips of any of you, in praise or
commendation of Him, in the ball or in the dance, vou would be
sneered npon 1 \Vonld not the Name, "which is abov'; every name"
(Phil. ii. 9) be the signal for mockery 1 If, during the danee, you were
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to sing out unto the Lord, and say, "Praise Him in His name JAR""Praise Him in the dance "-would you not be laughed to scorn 1
If you object, and say, "Oh, there is a time for all things," what have
we to do with Jesus in the ball or in the dance 1 I reply ill the words
already quoted, " Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God"; and,
further, the individual who has nothing to do with Jesus in the ball
or in the dance, has nothing to do with Him at all. But may the Lord
have pity upon such, so that Jesus may be enthroned, and have His
name magnified and glorified, in whatsoever company they may be!
There is no parallel, then, between you and Miriam; no warrant
whatever for your sort of dancing from her mode. The two are as
essentially different as a loose immoral song is from a hymn of praise
to Jehovah. Will you consider thc case of Jephtha's daughter 1 She
danced, certainly; but, then, it was the dance of filial love---love
which induccd her to come and congratulate her fathcr upon' his
victory over the enemies of God. There is no analogy whatcver
betwecn this case and the dancing of a modern ball-room. I may
express a wish in passing, that daughters who are devotcd to the
sinful practice of modern dancing, and who are ever ready to seize
upon the instance of Jephtha's beloved child's dancing as a warrant
for theirs, were as amiable and dutiful and religious as she! Suffice
it to say, that the dancing noticed in Scripture, from which you profess
to take your warrant for the modern practice, was invariably the
ebullition of religious joy, and was totally different and distinct from
modern dancing, and, consequently, can afford you no authority
whatever for your present tastes and practices.
I am free to admit there is dancing of another sort than that I
have been just noticing, mentioned ill Scripture; but, then, I take it
for granted that you would not for a moment acknowledge you copied
from it; I allude to the dancing which accompanied the horriblc sin of
idolatry (Exod. xxxii. 6, 19), and to thc dancing in which" the world"
and the profligate amongst the Jews indulged (Job xx. 11; Matt. xiv.
6, 8). You will not confess that you take your warrant for dancing
from the voluptuous pcrformauces of Herodias's daughter, which
evoked the sensual delight of the adulterous monal'ch of Judea 1 Nor
are you willing to trace back your practICe to the libidinous pastimes
of the East 1 The Scriptures leave you totally unsupported and
llllequivocally condemned. Remember, it is written, "\Vhatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God."
I would now notice two or three commonplace objections in this
connection, and reply to them.
OBJECTION.-" People might do a deal worse than dance."
ANswER.-True, people might be profligates; but does the possibility of deeper degradation warrant any degradation 1 If dancing
is sinful, objectors do a great deal worsc than dance, for they lessen
the sin or extenuate it.
OBJECTION.-But Solomon has said-" there is a time to dance."
ANSWER.-Dancing hcre and elsewhere in Scripture is put as a
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general expression for joy and gladness. "Thou hast turned my
mourning into dancing" (Psa. xxx. 18), exclaimed the Psalmist,
evidently meaning joy of heart, not physical play of the limbs.
OBJECTION.-" It is better to dance than to join a coterie in
scandalizing one's neighbours."
ANSWER.-This is begging the question. We have no right to do
either. The gossip and the dancer are on a par. I am certain that
much unprofitable and sinful conversation takes place amongst
religious professors; but surely a man is not justified in sinning because he knows of the existence of hypocrites, or of the abuse of
privileges.

OBJECTION.-" Young people will dance, and to prevent their
going to objectionable places to leam, it is hetter to countenance the
thing, and provide them with the means of leaming in a quiet way."
ANswER.-This is advocating the principle that wc may" do evil
that good may come"; a maxim abhorrent to the Apostle Paul, and
which ought to be repudiated by all moralists, though they never
made a profession of the Ohristian religion.
By this time, I fear, I have quit<l tired my readers; bnt I must say
two or three words more.
You who feel yourselves condemned, will come to the conclusion,
that my religion extinguishes all amusement,q, but you wrong me_
My religion teaches me to give up " the world" with its " pomps and
vanities, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh." My religion teaches
me to avoid the ball room, the eDncert room, and the theatre. My
religion teaches me that if I do ought over which I cannot ask God's
blessing, it is SIN-it is forhidden! My religion teaches me, that
"the world's" practices and God's requirements are totally at
variance; that it is impossible to " serve two masters" (Matt. vi. 24).
I thank God for having enabled me to come out from "the world."
I never do mix, and I hope I never shall associate, with any but decided
Ohristians. My hopes, my desires, my longings, are all centred in
Ohrist; and though I feel and know that I am a "miserable sinner,"
I have the happiness to possess Scriptuml evidence of my call of GOD.
Yea, I am eonvinced that no one can have sound and satisfactory
reason to believe in his or her personal interest in Ohrist's atonement,
until such repudiation of "the world," ita joys and its amusementa,
have been accomplished; not, mind you, by self-power, but by
supernatural power. Yet, notwithstanding all, I feel that I am not
debarred from innocent games and harmless amusements, and that
I am not compelled to be of a sorrowful countenance. Those game:;
and amusements are, however, few. Modern dancing is most indubitably not onc of them; neither is any pastime which brings the opposite
sexes into too close contact reckoned amongst the number.
Dancing by adults has been proved by experience and by ScriptUl"e
to be injurious to the soul, and against the command of God. I shall
never cease to wam both rich and poor against the folly of it. Let
seriouB readel"s look out for, and meditate upon, the following text:;
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of Scripture, viz.-Psa. i. 1; xc. 12; cxix. 37; Prov. iv. H, 15;
Matt. vi. 13, 24; xvi. 24; Rom. xii. I, 2; 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; x. 31 ;
xv. 33; Eph. v. 8, 16; 1 Thess. v. 22; 1 John ii. 15.
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In _emoriam.
THE LATE MRS. IlL J. HANN, OF PLYMOUTH.
ANOTHER of our a.ged readers has been called to her heavenly Home.
Mrs. M. J. Hann, of Plymouth, fell asleep on Sunday Feb. 5th, last.
She had reached the ripe age of eighty-eight.. For a great number
of years she had been a su bscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and greatly
enjoyed reading it, "especially," so we "re informed, "the' 'Vayside
Not-cs.''' In her latter years she suffered from extreme bodily weak·
ness, bnt she rested on the promises of her (',ovenant·keeping God
and fOtmd that He waB faithful to the very ,md. Her danghter writes:
"The knowledge of forgiveness through th~ precious blood of her
Saviour made her long for His presence, and enabled her to rejoice
as she went into thc valley of the shadow of death." Thc writingB
of the Rev. Robert Hawker were especially dear to her. Topboy's
writings and Newton's hymns were also her delight. Now she has
joincd the company of those and other saints who form the Church
Triumphant. Our tender sympathy is extended to hcr sorrowing
family.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARlVIY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL ~IAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-'Ve have now many opportunities for service. and
need fresh help to enable us to go forward with the good work amongst
our soldiers and sailors. In a foreign land or on the lonely deep the
books are appreciated beyond anything our friends can imagine.
Many troops are also coming back to England, and we want to provide
good reading for them in the camps. A lady worker says, "Very
sincere thanks for the two parcels. I was hoping I should have some
of your nice literature, for my shelves arc empty of the kind you send.
Yours is a most valuable present for the sailors." An Al'my Chaplain
asking for magazines abroad says, many of the men arc quite without
reading matter. I shall value the kind help of friends of the soldier
and sailor at this timc of need.
Yours sinccrely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, February, 1922.

l!lrOtfstllllt iSracon.
JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
THE state of things in Ireland has for a long tinre past been very
serious, and there have been troublous times thcr~fOl" the Protestant,;
and Loyalists-and the names "Protestant" and "Loyalist" are
almost synonymous in that country.
Notwithstanding the cry of " peace at last," and the all but universal
jubilation of the Press, anyone who has lived in Ireland for any length
of time, and who has a knowledge of the hatred of England on the
part of the Romanists, and their desire for complete separation, cannot
but be very dubious of the result of the concessions which have been
made by the British Government to Sinn Fein. For, obviously, these
concessions have been extorted by rebellion, murder, and outrage.
The Protestant Bishop of Down, writing for Ulster, amongst other
things well says: "Had Ulster taught bitter religious hatred against
England to her children in her schools; had she entered into intrigue
with Germany during the war; had she raised rebellion when British
forces were engaged in a life-and-death struggle; had Ulster ambushed
British soldiers and mutilated them when dead; had she murdered
British officers in their beds, and in the presence of their wives-would
then the British Government have thought Ulster's wishes worthy of
consideration ~ Thank God, Ulster did none of these things. She
could not do them; they would be impossible to hel' even if she hated.
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But England mal', nevertheless, not be surprised if Ulster asks herself
the question."
It is an indubiulble fact that Rome is at the bottom of all the trouble.
If Ireland were a Protestant country, there would be no trouble at all,
but the South and West would be as loyal as Ulster. Rome having
failed to deal a death·blow to the Briti.h Empire through Germany,
now seeks to wound her through ll'eland. Our statesmcn, and the
nation gencrally, have surely been blind to the danger of establishing
a potential encmy state so close to our own shores.
While the rights of Ulster have found many defenders, it seems to
have been pretty generally overlooked that in nearly every parish
in the South and West of Ireland there are a number of Protestants
(Loyalist£), in many instances amounting to some hundreds, and
although certain clauses have been inserted in the treaty made with
Sum Fein with a view to safeguarding the minority, it is doubtful if
these are of much value. At the time of writing one cannot tell what
developments of the situation may have taken place, since the latest
news received; or what development may take place in the future,
but the prevalent question Ul the minds of many must bc-Will there
now be religious liberty in ll'eland 1 And if this should be the case
for a time, will it be permanent 1 It remains to be seen.
In the meantime, let us not forget our Protestant brethren in ll'eland
at the throne of grace. It may be that in the future Ireland will cast
off the shackles of Rome, and for this we should pray. There is much
that is mel'e nominal Protestantism there, as in England, and this will
possibly wither and die if persecution arises; but the faithful ones
will, by God's grace, stand firm. Yet one cannot but anticipate a
very trying time before those who stand firm as faithful witnesses to
the tmth, and" earnestly contend for the faith once for nU delivered
to the saints."
I believe I am correct in saying that some students of prophecy
have inferred that Ireland would eventually be separated from England,
inasmuch as it was not a part of the old Roman Empire, as England
was. I remember reading that, at the time of the Union, a Member of
Parliament protested that England was about to do that which,
according to the purpose of God, must sooner or later be annulled.
Notwithstanding the optimistic forecasts of many, the Holy Scriptures give no countenance whatever to the idea of a wadess world
before the Second Coming of Christ. Then only will nations "beat
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks."
The efforts of the Washington Conference may uldeed ensure peace
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for some time, a consummation much to be desired, but the prophetic
Scriptures foretell the final and real war of Almageddon at the last
siege of Jerusalem (Zech. xiv., etc.), when Antichrist shall be destroyed
" with the brightness of His Coming" (2 Thess. ii. 8).
We do well to remember at this period of the world's history, that
it is written (1 Thess. v. 1-3): "But of the times and the seasons,
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night. For when they shall say, PEACE AND SAFETY; then sudden
destmction cometh upon them, etc."
I have recently been impressed by the circumstance that in one of
the printed Greek texts of the New Testament in my possession-one
based on that of Scholz-the Greek words for "peace and safety"
are pl~nted in capital letters (as the English words are printed in my
quotation above). showing that, at least in the opinion of the Editor,
these words are of supreme importance.
Marshall (Bask.), Canada,
RODERT J. NOYES.
Jan. 14th, 1922.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE recent Sale of Work at St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, realized the
noble snm of £80. The Society is indeed indebted to the Hector and
Mrs. Day, to Miss Huth Cmvell and our other friends in the city. Such
aid is of great 1:enefit financially and as a means of sustaining an
interested knowledge of our Society, with its 115 years of history.
Other Sales of Work are being arranged for the approaching season
at Charteridge, Herts, on May 28th; at our Camberwell Home, on
June 8th; and our Homsey Rise Home, on July 7th.
On March 31st, the Society'S financial year will close, and the
Committee are hoping that the total on that date will be such as to
strengthen their hands in the heavy expenditure which has to be met,
especially in connection with the eight Homes.
The Society stands for all that is clear to the readers of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and no change as to foundation and spirit will take place.
The Lord has honoured the Institution for more than a century, and
we feel that He will continue to favour as we faithfully abide by His
Truth.
Orders can now be booked for the New Edition of the Society's
History, "Inasmuch." It will be a handsome volume, fully illustrated, and published at 4s'1050 Pensioners and 8 Homes represent an expenditure of more
than £15,000 per annum. "As we have therefore opportunity, let us
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household
of faith."
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THE SERVANT Q}' JEHOVAH: THE SUFFERINGS OF THE MESSIAH AND
THE GLORY THAT SHOULD FOLLOW. By DAVID BARON. Pp. 158.
Price 5s. net. (Morgan & Scott, Ltd., 12, Paternoster Buildings,
London, E.CA; or direct from Rev. David Baron, En Hakkore,
Chester Road, Northwood, Middlesex.)
This work is an exposition of that great prophecy, the fifty-third
chapter of Isaiah. The esteemed author is well known for his able
expository works. It is not long since there issued from his pen a
most valuable Commentary on Zechariah, entitled" The Vis-ions and
Prophecies 0/ Zechariah." The work before us is not so large, but it
is a most careful exposition of a chapter which the author rightly says
" reads like an historic summary of the Gospel narrative of the sufferings
of the Christ and the glory that should follow."
"The doctrine it enshrines," to quote our author again, "namely
substitution, is one of the leading truths unfolded in Old and New
Testaments, and it forms the central thought in this great prophecy."
The preparation of this work, says Mr. Baron, "has confirmed his
faith in the supernatural character of prophecy, and made him feel
as never before, that Holy Scripture has upon it 'the stamp of its
Divine Author-the mark of heaven-the impress of eternity.' "
The work is divided into two parts. In the first part there is " A
Critical Examination of the non-Messianie Interpretations of Isaiah liii."
The second part contains a full and careful exposition of Isaiah lii. 13liii. 12. Although the author's knowledge of the Hebrew original
appears on every page, there is nothing in the exposition beyond the
capacity of any devout and intelligent reader. We have read this
work with much interest and pleasure. The author is true to the old
doctrine of substitution, and his exposition of this great chapter is
specially timely when so many professed Evangelicals now repudiate
the orthodox doctrine of the Atonement. Clergymen and ministers
would do well to purchase this volume and make it the basis of a
series of expository sermons on the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. It
will be an advantage to Mr. Baron's missionary work amongst the
Jews if the work is ordered direct from him.
HAVE WE ALTARS AND PRIESTS 1 By the REV. A. J. BROWN. Pp. 4.
Price 6d. per dozen. (Church Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham
St., Strand, London, W.C.2).
An excellent tract, clearly and concisely showing from Reformation
Documents that altars and sacrificing priests have no legal plaee in
the Church of England. Worthy of a wide circulation.
THE whole Book, including words as well as thoughts, is to be
rceeived by the believer as the Word of God.-lhe late C""Oil
Edward H oare.

