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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" PUND.
SOl't\B time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf

of our, Co-trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help,
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1922, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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Olt. WORDS OJ' SPIRITUAL CAUTION, OOUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

,. \Vbo comfortetb us in all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are io any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted. of God:'-2 COB. I. 4.

THE GARMENTS OF SALVATION,
AND THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
" I will greatly reioice in the Lord, my soul shall be ioyful in my God ,for He hath olothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom deoketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her
iewels."-IsAIAH lxi. 10.

THESE precious words express the experience of all GOD'S people'
whq are assured of their salvation from sin, death, and hell. They
may belong to the literal Israel, or they may belong to other nations
of the earth, but if the LORD has in mercy saved them and assured
them of their deliverance from the merited penalty of their sins
they can say, " I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be
joyful in my GOD; for He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness."
1. First, let us think of the garments of salvation with which God's
people are olcthed.
Those who are clothed with these garments are saved from" the
wrath to come." This chapter tells of a " day of vengeance of our
GOD" (verse 2). There is such a thing as "the wrath to come."
Let us not be deluded by those who reject those solemn portions of
Scripture which tell of coming judgment upon impenitent sinners.
We must not receive only those portions of Scripture which speak
of Divine love. We must also recognize that "our GoD is a
COllSuming fire," a GOD" Who taketh vengeance." Those, however,
who, through infinite grace, are trusting in the merits of CHRIST,
are saved from the wrath to come. Our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
having sufiered for their sins the Just for the unjust, delivers them
from coming wrath. "There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in CHRIST JESUS" (Rom. viii. 1). GOD hath not
appointed them to wrath, but " to obtain salvation by our LORD
JESUS CHRIST" (1 Thess. v. 9).
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Oh; what a mercy it is to be saved from the wrl\oth to come! Those
who are clothed with the garments of salvation are being continuously
saved from sin's power. They are exposed to manifold temptations,
but they are "kept by the power of GOD," so that thei gain
victories over the world, the flesh and the devil by faith in the grace
that is CHRIST JESUS, and the power of the indwelling Spirit.
They owe their salvation entirely to the free, unmerited and
sovereign grace of GOD. By His grace have they been saved through
faith; "and that not of themselves: it is the gift of GOD. Not of
works lest any man sh_ould boast" (Ephes. ii. 8, 9).
Wearing these garments they can look forward to the full and
complete enjoyment of salvation when their LORD returns in glory.
For a helmet they wear the hope of this full salvation-a salvation
nearer than when they believed, a salvation" ready to be revealed
in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 5). They are thus" saved in the LORD
with an everlasting salvation-" (Isa. xlv. 17). Nothing can
separate them from the love of GOD which is in CHRIST JESUS their
LORD. Blessed and happy indeed are they who are clothed with
these garments. The wardrobe from which they clothe their
bodies may be very scanty. They may find difficulty in obtaining
sufficient of such clothing to keep themselves warm, but if they are
clothed with the garments of salvation they are indeed well
adorned. They have "the garment of praise" instead of "the
spirit of heaviness."
2. We read also in this passage of "the robe of righteousness."
This robe adorns all GOD'S believing people. They, being
taught by the Spirit, acknowledge that they have no righteousness
of their own. They confess, " We are all as an unclean thing, and
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. lxiv. 6). They are
faced, too, with the solemn truth that " the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 9). What, then, are they
to do 1 How can they enter the kingdom, seeing they are numbered
amongst the unrighteous 1 Well, GOD has provided a robe -of
righteousness for them. This robe is called " the righteousness of
GoD," and it is unto all and upon all them that believe in the LORD
JESUS CHRIST. GoD made Him to be sin for them that they might
be made the righteousness of GOD in Him (2 Cor. v. 21). By the
first man's disobedience they are regarded and treated as sinners,
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but by the Second Man's obedience unto death they are regarded
and treated as righteous (see Rom. v. 19). Thus, because of tbe
righteousness of CHRIST, GOD imputeth righteousness without any
works of righteousness of their own. He justifies or declares
righteous all who have faith in the blood and righteousness of
CHRIST (see Rom. iv. 6, 11; Phil. iii. 9). They can say of CHRIST
He is "THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 6). This
robe is "the best robe" which is put on every prodigal son who
through grace returns to GOD; it is spotless, having no taint of sin
upon it. It is durable. It never wears ou~. It is costly; for it
needed the obedience unto death of the Divine Surety of the eternal
Covenant to purchase it for all the members of His mystical body.
3. Thirdly, think 0/ the Source 0/ these great blessings.
Who provides these garments of salvation and this robe of
righteousness ~ The prophet gives the answer. "He (JEHOVAH)
hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness," the Triune J EHOVAH is the
Source of salvation and of justification. The FATHER planned the
salvation of His elect people. He therefore saves them " according
to His Own purpose and grace" given them in CHRIST JESUS before
the world began (2 Tim. i. 9). The Divine and eternal SON secured
this salvation by His obedience unto death. He redeemed us from
the curse of the law. being made a curse for us. We are justified or
declared righteous freely by GOD'S grace, through the redemption
that is in CHRIST JESUS. The HOLY GHOST communicates these
blessings to GoD'S people in due time. The result is that they are
washed, sanctified and justified" in the name of the LORD JESUS,
and by the Spirit 0/ our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
Thus our salvation is of the LORD. This is the uniform teaclllng
of Scripture. The cry, therefore, of the glorified is " salvation to
our GoD Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the LAMB"
(Rev. vii. 10).
Are we, dear readers, " clothed with the garments of salvation"
and "covered with the robe of righteousness" ~ If so, let us
give the whole glory to our Triune GOD.
" Salvation is of GOD alone;
This truth let all His people own,
And to His name the praise be given
By saints oh earth, and saints in heaven."
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4. LlUitly, think 0/ the effect 0/ these blessings on those who experience
them.

We have it in the words of the prophet, those who are clothed
with these garments and covered with this robe are filled with all
joy and peace in believing. Being fully assured of their salvation
and of their eternal justification they "greatly rejoice in the
LORD." Their souls are " joyful in their GoD." When many in
the city of Samaria were adorned with these garments " there was
great joy in that city." When the Treasurer of Queen Candace
was thus adorned" he went on his way rejoicing." When many
in Antioch in Pisidia believed and were saved, they were "filled
with joy, and with the HOLY GHOST" (see Acts viii. 8, 39; xiii. 52).
The absence of joy in the believer's life may often be due to the
presence of unbelief. One of the fruits of the Spirit is joy. While
it is true that we may often be sorrowful we must not forget that
"alway rejoicing" is an experience which should characterize
the believer (see 2 Cor. vi. 10). Dr. Watts rightly asks,
" Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their days 1 "
The salvation of a great sinner by a great SAVIOUR should issue
in great joy. "Rejoice in the LORD alway" is a Divine command.
May this joy be increasingly the portion of all who read these lines.
Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

" JESUS,

" This spotless robe, the same appears
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of CHRIST is ever new.
" Oh! let the dead now hear Thy voice;
Bid, LORD, Thy banished ones rejoice:
Their beauty this, their glori6us dress,
JESUS, the LORD, our Righteousness! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, Nor/olk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton).
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THE DEVELOPMENTS OF ANGLO-CATHOLICISM.
" Whom we preach, warning every man, aM teaching every man in
all tvisdO'nl" that we may present every man perfect in Christ
JesuS."--COL. i. 28.

WHEN the Apostle Paul was addressing the elders of the Church
of Ephesus, he reminded them that during the period of his
ministry amongst them he "ceased not to warn every one night
and day with tears." He knew that "grievous wolves" would
enter in among them not sparing the flock. Of themselves men
would arise speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them. Hence, in view of the development of evil amongst them
he warned them of the coming danger (Acts xx. 29-31). So,
although wherever he went he preached Christ, he failed· not to
warn the members of the Churches of the coming development of
unsound doctrine. "As my beloved sons I warn you," he said
to the Corinthian Church (1 Cor. iv. 14). In similar language he
wrote to the Church at Colosse. We desire in this article to follow
his example. We wish to utter a warning word ailainst what is
now called Anglo-Catholicism. Most of our readers are aware that
Anglo-Catholic Congresses are being held in the chief towns of
England. Such places as Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Norwich
and Cardiff have been selected for the purpose of these Congresses.
The handbooks ssued by the organizers of these Congresses declare
that" The purpose and aim of the Congress" (held in each place)
"is to extend the knowledge of the Catholic Faith and practice
at home and abroad, and, by this means, to bring men and women
to a true realization of our Lord Jesus Christ, as their personal
Saviour and King." This purpose seems· at first sight to be a
laudable one. It is a good thing to extend the knowledge of the
Catholic faith, if, by that expression, we mean the faith once for
all delivered to the saints. The faith, however, of which so-called
Anglo-Catholics speak is not the pure faith of the Word of God.
It is true that these men, like the Church of Rome, hold fast to
many.ofthe revealed truths of God's Word, but theyhave added
to the truths of Scripture doctrines of their own. They teach for
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doctrines the commandments of men. Doctrines which were never
dreamed of in Apostolic times are now openly taught by these
men. Without any warrant of Scripture they teach many things
which our Reformers rejected, when they were brought into the
light, through the reading of God's holy Word, applied to their
hearts by the Holy Spirit.
The name Anglo-Catholic is a name now being appropriated by
those who were formerly known as Tractarians, Puseyites, or
Ritualists. They were called Tractarians because they believed
the teaching of the Oxford Tracts, issued by the founders of the
Oxford Movement. They were called Puseyites because they
followed Dr. Pusey who, though a man of much learnmg, became
one of the foremost leaders of the ROrrllsh movement in the Church
of England. They were called Ritualists because they sought to
add to the very simple ritual of the Church of England a ritual
of a more ornate, imposing and ceremonial character which to
some extent was intended tu symbolize the ROrrllsh doctrines
which they taught. Now they call themselves Anglo-Catholics.
Strictly speaking every English believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
is an Anglo-Catholic. "Anglo" simply means English, and
" Catholic" means universal. The Protestant Dictionary says,
" The Jewish Church was confined to a single nation; the Christian
Church was made up of believers in all nations. Therefore it is
Catholic." In Apostolic times local Churches were founded in
many cities. A number of such Churches in a given area were
called. provincial, while all the churches throughout the known
world were called the Catholic Church, and each true believer was
a Catholic Christian. He was known as a member of the one
Holy, Catholic Church which Christ had purchased with His Own
blood. Strictly speaking, there is but one Church, and that is
composed of all in.every part of the world who have been eternally
chosen in Christ by God the Father, redeemed by God the Son and
regenerated by God the Holy Ghost. The Catholic Faith is the
common faith held by the true Catholic Church and revealed in
the Scriptures of truth.
Though Anglo-Catholics have no peculiar right to this name, yet
we Protestants have no particular love for such a title. The
word' Catholic' is so often associated with Romanism or Ritualism
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that we prefer such names as 'Protestant' and 'Evangelical.'
We observe that Chambers' Twentieth Century Dictionary defines
an Anglo-Catholic as "One who calls himself a Catholic of the
Anglican pattern, refusing the name of 'Protestant.''' That is
no doubt true. Protestantism is indeed repudiated by these men.
One of their most prominent leaders (Lord Halifax) once said that
the Reformation needed to be repented of with tears and in ashes.
That is not our view.
The late Archbishop Benson, who was not an Evangelical,
regarded" the Reformation as the greatest event in the history of
Christendom since the days of the Apostles. And he has borne
emphatic testimony to the fact that the Reformers must always
rank amongst the most learned and greatest theologians of any
age."-(Benefits of the Reformation, by the late Dr. Sinclair, Archdeacon of London, p. 1.)
Assuming, then, that the name ' Anglo-Catholic' is now being
used of one who approves of the Oxford or Romish Movement,
as distinct from the Evangelical Movement of the 16th, 17th and
18th centuries, let us think of the developments of AngloCatholicism.
1. First, these developments were gmd-ual in character.
In a leading article of the Church Times, on March 30th, 1867,
the Editor refers to a recent address of Dr. Pusey given to the
members of the English Church Union. That address the article
suggests was" a formal declaration of war" against" the Goliath
of Protestantism." The article goes on to say, "The advice of
Dr. Pusey is this: Let no further advances be made fo1' the present,
but all attention be concentrated in fortifying the posit·ion al·ready
attained, and in completing the military education of the Church's
army. . . . Churches like St. Alban's, Holborn, and St. Lmtrmwe's,
Norwich, books like the Altar Manual, the Priests' Prayer Book,
and The Church and the World, fairly represent the most advanced
post yet reached by the Catholic Revival in England. THEY ARE
NOT THE ULTIM.ATE GOAL. THE FINAL AIM, WHICH ALONE WILL
SATISFY THE RITUALISTS, IS THE REUNION OF CHRISTENDOM, AND
THE ABSORPTION OF DISSENT WITHIN THE CHURCH. . . . This, then,
jj the thing to do. Let the advanced posts remain aJl they are.
Let each of those which is a little behind, and only a little, gradually
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take up the same position, and let this process be carried on (only
without haste or wavering) down to the last in the chain. . . . .
Where there is only the usual parish routine, but where the preaching is honest and sound, let a gradual ohange be brought in. A ohoral
servioe, so far as Psalms and Canticles are concerned, on some
week-day evening, will train people to like a more ornate worship;
and that which began as an occasional luxury will soon be felt a
regular want. Where there is a monthly communion, let it be
fortnightly; where it is fortnightly, let it be weekly; where it is
weekly, let a Thursday office be added. Where all this is already
existing, candlesticks with unlighted candles may be introduced.
Where these are already found, they might be lighted at evensong.
Where so much is attained, the step to lighting them for the
Eucharistic Office is not a long one. Where the blaok go-wn is in
use in the pulpit on Sundays, let it disappear in the week. The
surplice will soon be 'preferred, and will oust its rivaL It is easy
for each reader to see how some advance, all in the same direction,
can be made, and that without any offence taken. Only two
things should be most carefully observed as a rule. First of all,
nothing should be introduced without a plain and franl, statement
to the people. Secondly, the innovations ought to be confined, at
first, to extra services put on for this very purpose. . . . Of course,
no priest ought to celebrate at the north end, perpetuate an evemng
communion, administer to a railful at a time, or pour out extemporaneous prayers in the pulpit." This quotation indicates clearly
how gradually and craftily full-blown Anglo-Catholicism hall
developed. The gradual as well as the secret development of
Anglo-Catholicism is referred to in an address which the late Dr.
Pusey wrote to the members of the English Church Union in
November, 1879. He said, "The Tractarians, I may say at the
outset, were not behindhand in what they taught, as some now
think. As early as the Tenth Traot there was the old language of
Ancient Liturgies, that the Priest was oommissioned TO MAKE BREAD
AND WINE THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST. It was excepted
against. The writer (J. H. N.) simply said that he knew not how
else to express himself. The little band began to do the little they
could, leaving the rest to God. ... We (to join myself with my
betters) PUT THE LEAVEN INTO THE MEAL, and waited to see what
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would come of it.. When it began to work it became clear whose
doing it was."-(Quoted in The Leaven of Ritualism, by the late
Rev. J. Ormiston, p. 9).
2. Secondly, these developments were outward in the·ir charader.
The plan of campaign was to appeal to the eye and the ear of
the worshipper. The simple services of our Protestant forefathers
must be abandoned. Ritual of a more ornate and sensuous
character must be introduced. The communion table must no
longer be plain and simple in appearance. It must be called an
'Altar,' and, where possible, it must be approached by many
steps. It must occupy an exalted position at the East end of the
Church. The pulpit must no longer be in front of it, nor must the
lectern even occupy a central position. The chief object to attract
the eye of a visitor on entering a Church must be the so-called
Altar-a title never once applied to the Communion Table in our
Protestant Liturgy. A magnificent and e¥pensive altar cloth
must now cover the Table. Gradually a cross flanked by vases of
flowers and candlesticks with candles must be placed on or just
above the Table. The Ten Commandments must be removed
from the East wall. Their teaching on the subj ect of images and
idolatry in connection with the worship at that end of the C'hurch
would not harmonize with the idolatry of the Mass and the veneration of images. The Communion Service must be accompanied by
full Catholic Ritual. Mass vestments must be worn, incense burnt,
candles lighted, surpliced choristers must give forth beautiful
music, and at the supreme moment when the so-called priest has
been, according to his belief, instrumental in causing the Bread
and Wine to become the actual body and blood of Christ, a bell
must be rung to announce this wondrous miracle to the worshippers,
that so they may at once adore Christ now said to be present on
the altar. Along with these outward things were gradually introduced the wearing of mitres and birettas, the erection of crucifixes
and calvaries, and the use of pastoral staves by bishops. Everything to promote pomp and outward show in the services has been
introduced until a real Romanist can hardly distinguish the services
of large numbers of the Churches belonging to the Church of England
from those of his own Church.
3. Thirdly, these development<I were of a dootrinal nature.
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So-called Catholic Ritual was intended to express what the
Anglo-Catholics regard as the Catholic Faith. In the Church
Review for June 20th, 1868, the President of the English Church
Union said, "We contend for our Ritual for the precise reason
which is urged for its suppression-because it is the means, the
importance of which becomes clearer every day, which the Church
has seen fit to employ to express the truth of Christ's sacramental
Presence amongst His people" (Walsh's SeIYret History, p. 409).
The development of Anglo-Catholic Ritual has been accompanied
by and was intended to express the teaching of Anglo-Catholic
or Romish doctrine. Even amongst Evangelicals the encouragement of a more sensuous worship has indicated a departure from
the old Evangelical truths concerning the inspiration of the Bible,
the Fall, and the Substitutionary work of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Ritualists teach that "The Bible is not the 80le and only
rule of faith." They say that "Heresy has been practically
triumphant for three hundred years together, through the Prayer
Book." " We cannot and we will not tamely accept the illogical
and incomplete system which the Reformers have left us in the
Prayer Book as it is. It has been tried for three htmdred years
and found wanting." They say, " We venture to assert that one
of the most imperative reforms in the Church of England is the
total abolition of these Thirty-nine Articles." One of the AngloCatholic clergy said, "The sooner we are rid of the Thirty-nine
Articles the better" (See Walsh's Secret History, pp. 374, 377-379).
It is notorious that Anglo-Catholics teach that the bread and
wine in the Lord's Supper become the actual Body and Blood of
Christ when consecrated, and are therefore to be adored. They
teach that the Lord's Table is an altar, that the minister is a
sacrificing priest, and that the Lord's Supper is a propitiatory
sacrifice for the sins of the living and the faithful dead. Lord
Halifax teaches that" By reason of consecration, a change is made
whereby the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of
Christ," and he adds, "This, in the view of Roman Catholics, is
the meaning of Transubstantiation" (A Call to Reunion, p. 9).
Yet oUr Twenty-eighth Article says that this doctrine" is repugnant,
to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a
sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions." Our
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Reformers taught that the "Sacramental Bread and Wine remain
still in their very natural substances, and therefore may not be
adored; for that were idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful
Christians" (Black Rubric at end of Communion Service).
On May 26th, 1922, a " Declaration of Faith" appeared in the
press. It was signed by Bishop Gore and over fifty other prominent
Anglo-Catholics. It was intended to present this Declaration,
when more signatures had been obtained, to the Patriarch and
Church of Constantinople, in order to promote an understanding
with the Eastern Churches. In this Declaration the signatories
say, "We, the undersigned, therefore hold that our Lord, through
the ministry of the successors of the Ap9~tles, has conferred on
us, and on all members of the clergy of the AJ!glican Communion,
the Sacrament of Orders, with the purpose that we who are pries~
should . . . (b) offer the unbloody sacrifice of the Eucharist for
both the living and the departed; (c) sacramentally absolve
sinners who repent and confess their sins; and (d) otherwise
minister to the flock of Christ according to the ancient faith and
practice of the Universal Church."
" We aflirm that by consecration in the Eucharist, the bread
and wine being blessed by the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit,
are changed and become the true Body and the true Blood of
Christ, and as such are given to and received by the faithful. We
hold, therefore, that Christ th-us present is to be adored."
"We agree with the Holy Orthodox Eastern Church that hpnour
should be given to the holy and ever-Virgin Mother of God and
the saints departed; that there is a legitimate use of sacred
images; and that alike in our public and in our private prayers,
we should ask for the benefit of the intercession of the saints."
"We account the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion as a document
of secondary importance, concerned with local controversies of the
sixteenth century, and to be interpreted in accordance with the
faith of that Universal Church of which the English Church is but
a part" (The Ohurch Intelligencer, July, 1922, pp. 97 and 98).
It would take up too much space to quote passages from AngloCatholic authorities setting forth all the Romish and unscriptural
doctrines which they teach. Suffice it to say that the Romish
doctrine and Ritual of the Mass are now in full swing in the Church
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of England. The Confessional with all its filthy questions is
practised by thousands of Anglo-Catholic so-called priests. The
Romish claim to absolve sinners in the Confessional is made by
Church of England ministers. They say, " Confession and absolution form God's regular channel for conveying His forgiveness,
and that if we will not take pardon in His way, we are not likely
to get it in our own." "As has been well and truly said by one
not long ago gone to his rest: The man who confesses to God may
be forgiven; he who confesses to a priest must be forgiven"
(Walsh's Secret History, pp. 401, 404).
Our Twenty-second Article describes purgatory and the invocation of saints as repugnant to the Word of God, yet these and other
superstitions are taught by Anglo-Catholics. No wonder they wish
to get rid of the Articles.
The false doctrines taught by Anglo-Catholics have been
encouraged by their hymn books. Our dear friend, the late Rev.
J ames Ormiston, in his tract on " Hymns Ancient and Modern;·
says that they teach Mariolatry, Idolatry, Transubstantiation and
the Real Presence, Baptismal Regeneration, ex opere operata, Prayer
for the Dead and Salvation by Human Works (p. 5). Many of
the hymns used at Anglo-Catholic Congresses bear out this statement. Yet large numbers of professed Evangelical ministers use
Hymns Ancient and Modem in their Churches.
Onc great development of the Anglo-Catholic Movement is that
the Convocations after spending sixteen years in revising the
Prayer Book now recommend the permissive use of a revised Prayer
Book which allows Mass Vestments, Prayers for the Dead, Reservation of the Sacrament, besides other changes in a Modernistic
direction.
4. Fourthly, these developments are Anti-Reformation and Rome100rd in their character.
The Reformers laid down their lives at the stake rather than
accept the unscriptural doctrines associated with the Mass. AngloCatholics regard the Reformation as " an unjustifiable and wicked
act-heartily reprobated and condemned by many" (Walsh's
Secret Histmy, p. 384). The goal of this movement is reunion with
the Church of Rome. In proof of this we give a quotation from
an article on " Catholic Revival in the Church of England" which
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appeared in the Union Review in the year 1867. It was first
written in German by a Ritualistic layman to a Romish priest in
Germany. In the course of that article he says, "I hope I have
now said enough to justify any convictions that there is no reason
for discouragement on·either of these two heads, but that it is
reasonable to hope that at the end of this third period, say twenty
years hence, Catholicism will have so leavened the Church that
she herself in her corporal capacity, and not a mere small section
of her like ourselves, will be able to come to you and say: "Let
the hands which political force, not spiritual choice, have parted
these three hundred years, be once more joined. We are one with
you in faith, and we have a common foe to fight. There may be
a few divergencies of practice on our side. We seek to make no'
terms; we come only in the spirit of love and of humility; but
at the same time we feel sure that the Chief Shepherd of the Flock
of Christ [i.e., the Pope] will deal tenderly with us, and place no
yoke upon us which we are not able to bear" (Quoted by Rev. J.
Ormiston in, The Leaven of Rituali&m, pp. 11, 12).
We have already shown that " The final aim, which alone will
satisfy the Ritualists, is the Reunion of Christendom and. the
absorption of Dissent within the Church" (Church Times, ~farch
30th, 1867). Lord Halifax has recently written" It is the reunion
of Christendom that we have to seek, and for which we have to
pray. In what way can we do most t{) promote God's glory and
the welfare of mankind ~ The reunion of England and .Rome
would smooth the way for the reunion of the Oriental and Orthodox
Churches with Rome. Far from delaying the reunion of our
separated brethren in England with ourselves it would hasten that
reunion. 'Vhat Christian heart is there which would not feel the
attraction of such a Church as the reunited Churches of Rome and
England would be, and that of the world\vide body which should
speak in the name of East and West alike ~" To attain this
object he is ready to accept the Roman doctrines of the Immaculate
Conception of the Virgin Mary and the Infallibility and Supremacy
of the Pope. He suggests that" the greater number of the questionS
which divide England from Rome are due to misunderstanding,
ignorance and exaggeration." He does" not hesitate to advocate
the duty of our endeavouring to recognize the need of a visible
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centre for the Catholic Church throughout the world." Finally,
he calls on us to pray" that with our own eyes, we may be allowed
to see the representatives of a reunited Christendom, from East
and West, from North and South, gathered in St. Peter's to offer,
with one heart and soul, the holy, immortal, and all-prevailing
sacrifice by the hands of Pius XI, in thanksgiving to the Father
of all, for having, in response to their prayers, given again to His
children the blessing of peace" (A Call.to Reunion, pp. 7, 8, 23-25):
The late Bishop J. C. Ryle, of Liverpool, wrote, " That Ritualism
is a Romeward movement, and a departure from the Reformation,
and that it leads to Popery, is as clear to my mind as the Slm at
noon-day. The proofs, in my Inunble judgment, are clear, full
and unanswerable" (What we Owe to the Re/ormation, p. 16). In
Essays on the Reunion 0/ Christendom, p. 180, we read the following
words, indicating that the Ritualists are doing Rome'~ work:
" We· are teaching men to believe that God is to be worshipped
muler the /orln 0/ Bread, and they are learning the lesson from us
which they have refused to learn from the Roman teachers that have
been among us for the last three hundred years. We are teaching
men to endure willingly the pain 0/ Con/ession, which is an intense
trial to the reserved Anglo-Saxon nature, and to believe that et
man's 'I absolve thee '. is the Voice 0/ God. How many English
Protestants have Roman Priests brought to confession, compared
with the Anglican cle1-gy? Could thlJ"/j have overcome the English
dislike to ' mummery , as we are overcoming it ~ On any hypothesis
we are doing their w01·k " (Quoted by the late Rev. J. Ormiston in
A Romanizing C01t/edemcy Unmasked, p. 6; see also " A Charge
delivered by the Bishop of London" (Jackson) in 1875, given in
Quousque? p. 39).
Enough has now been said to show what are the developments
of Anglo-Catholicism. Those developments have been gradual, but
they are so far-reaching in their character that nearly the whole
Church of England is leavened with A.nglo-Catholic or Romish
teachings and Romish ritual. The ultimate aim is unquestionably
reunion with Rome. Large numbers of modern Evangelicals are
on friendly terms with Anglo-Catholics and are imitating their
ritual. One of their most prominent men recently recommended
at a Church Congress the wholehearted inclusion of Anglo-Catholics
8
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within the Church of England. Controversy with them was to be
brought to an end and they were to be frankly recognized as loyal
members of the Church of England and as brethren in the Lord.
Believing as we do that this Anglo-Catholic movement is antiScriptUral and anti-Christian, we feel bound to bear testimony
against its Romish teachings. We have no personal ill-will against
these men, but we offer our strongest and most uncompromising
opposition to their peculiar teachings, and to the ornate ritual
with which they are accompanied. We feel it to be our duty to
stand fast in the faith revealed in the plenarily-inspired Bible, to
contend earnestly and becomingly for its precious truths, and to
walk in holy separation from those who will not endure the sound
doctrines which are taught therein.
THE EDITOR,
(Thomas ,/:lOluJhton).
Whitington Vicarage,

Btoke Ferry, Norfolk.
MY PRAYER.

Ring'd around by Satan's power,
Ceaselessly at grips with Sin,
Battle-stain'd and faint within" Father, save me from this hour! "
Nay-it was for this I came!
Heard afar God's trumpet-call,
Heard and answer'd, rose, left all"Father, glorify Thy Name! "
Thou, to Whom this cry ascends
From the death-strewn battle-line,
On Whose energy Divine
All our burning hope depends,
Hear, 0 Lord, Thy warriors' plea,
Not that war should tamely cease,
Not for 80me inglorious peace
Bringing shame on us-and TheeBut for faith Thine aid to claim,
Grace to struggle on nor tire,
Deathless life and quenchless fireFather, glorify Thy Name!
With Christmas and New Year Greetings
From FRANK HOUGHTON,
China Inland Mission, Suitingfu, Szechwan, China.

The Gospel Magazine
~il!Jtlm

109

~apfrS.

WELLSPRINGS.
" He humbled himse1f."-PHILIPPIANS ii. 8.

AN eternity of unutterable love in these three short words! It is
incomprehensible to our finite and puny minds, as to what it could
mean to the Lord of life and glory. The word is nicely expressed in
Bullinger's Lexicon, thus: of pl<we, lying low; of condition, brought
down; humble, low, especially of rank-lowly. To depress-to
humble oneself-be humbled.
And, oh! think of what it was for Jesus to humble Himself, and
" mild, to lay His glory by," as the Christmas hymn has it! We have
not to go beyond the connection of our text to read what He " laid
by." He was" in the form of God." Of Him we read in Col. i. 16,
" by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers; all things were created by Him, and for Him;
and He is before all things and by Him all things consist. And He is
the head of the body, the Church: Who is the beginning, the fustborn
from the dead: that in all things He might haye the pre-eminence."
God's Equal. God's Fellow. The Man of His Right Hand. Very
God and very Man. Perfect.
Moreover He was "rich," and willingly "became poor that we
through His poverty might be rich." He took upon Him" the form
of a servant," that He, with His redeemed people, whom He came
amongst" to serve," might presently be " highly exalted" in and with
them. He took upon Him the Body of humiliation, that they shonld
be" like unto His glorious Body." Oh, it was this beloved Son of God,
this precious Saviour, this matchless Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world who could indeed teach and enforce the lessons of humility
when He trod this earth. When "a strife" arose among them
" which of them shonld be accounted the /?eatest," He answers them,
"The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that
exercise authority upon them are c<tlled .benefactors. But ye shall not
be so! but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger:
and he that is chief as he that doth serve" (Luke xxii. 25-26). And,
on another occasion, when the disciples came to Him, asking" Who
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" "Jesus called a little
child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily, I
say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven."
"Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the
same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. xviii. 3, 4). Thus
did our blessed Lord, whilst Himself the Perfect Pattern of humility,
declare its necessity and exemplify it by the answers He gave to those
around Him. It was a gracious gift bestowed likewise upon the
apostles, and without which they could not have been qualified for
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their high and holy calling. Thus the Apostle Palll could lay claim to
" serving the Lord with all hlunility of mind and with many tears, and
temptations." Wfr think also how that grace must have shone conspicuously in Peter after his grievous fall and gracious recovery when
He could write and address the elect strangers who were brought" unto
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ"; "Ye younger,
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you, be subject one to
auother, and be clothed with humility, for God resisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time" (1 Pet.
v. 5-6).
The wise man wrote truly of the enrichment of a humble walk, for,
said he, " by humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honoill'
and life " (Prov. xxii. 4). To the inquiry, " Wherewithal shall I come
before Him ~ " the prophet (Micah vi. 8) answers, " He hath showed
thee, 0 man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God."
The saints, as the household of God, are enjoined to " put on .. _
humbleness of mind"; to be "clothed with humility," which we
have before quoted; to" walk worthy of the vocation ,,:herewith they
are called; in all lowliness and meekness." They are" in honour to
prefer one another," and they are to "esteem others better than
themselves"; and for such there is that crowning and exalting
blessing from our Lord's own lips, "Blessed are the poor in spirit;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
Did space permit in this brief paper, we might refer to many
instructive Old Testament instances of mercy extended to those who
humbled themselves before God. Thus we have a remarkable example
in the case of King Abab, of whom it is written, " but there was none
like unto Ahab, who did sell himself to work \vickedness in the sight of
the Lord ... and did very abominably in following idols." This
man, so notorious for his abominable deeds, is brought down marvellously, and " rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and
fasted, and lay in sackcloth and went softly." Then the Lord seeing
ail this" how Ahab humbleth himself before lYre," declares " because
he humbleth himself before Me, I will not bling this evil in his days;
but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house." Thus the
humbling himself of so profane and wicked a king was marked and
remembered of God-and judgment pending was held over dming
his life time (1 Kings xxi. 29).
'Then there are further examples which will already, doubtless, have
occurred to the mind of the reader, such as that of Josiah, the young
king of Judah, whose heart was' tender, and who humbled himself
before the Lord. The Lord declared therefore that He would
gather His servant Home in peace, that he should not see the evil
which He would" bring upon the plaee" (2 Kings xxii. 19). We have
also an instance as remarkable as that of Ahab's in the princes of Israel
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and the king Rehohoam. When" they humbled the nselves, and they
said, The Lord is righteous. And when the Lord saw that they
humbled themselves," . . . "Therefore," said the Lord, "I will not
destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance and iIly wrath
shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak"
(2 Chron. xii. 6, 7, 12).
Hezekiah " humbled himself for the pride of his heart" (2 Chron.
xxxii. 26). Manasseh," when he was in affliction, he besought the
Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his
fathers" (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12). - David wrote: "I humbled my soul
with fasting" (Psa. xxxv. 13). ~'he king and inhabitants of Nineveh
covered themselves with sackcloth, humbled themselves and fasted and
" cried mightily unto God." These are all instances of how the Lord
notes the humbling of the proud heart and accepts it, whilst of the
truly godly He declares with His servant Job (xxii. 29), "When men
are cast down, then Thou shalt say, There is lifting up, and He shall
save the humble person." Oh," He forgetteth not the cry of the
humble," and everyone of His grace-exercised children must sooner
or later testify, "Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble."
With such He deigns to dwell. "For thus saith the high aud lofty
One that iuhabiteth eternity, Whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones" (Isa. lvii. 15). So sweet is this grace in the eyes of the
Lord, when in evidence in His children, that He gives" more grace"
to such, that humility may grow and flourish. For says the AposthJames (iv. 6), "But He giveth more grace. Wherefore He saith,
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble."
Thus we sec that this is a gem much set by. The Lord .Jesus of
Himself could declare, " for I am meek and lowly in hea-rt" (Matt.
xi. 29), and therefore could call with authority to all His followers
to come unto I-lilll " and " learn of Hiln."
..
It was as Jehovah's obedient and humble servant that by His Own
example He taught His disciples that wondrous lesson of " washing
one another's feet."
Was ever humility like this 1 Did it not excel and shine in Him as
in none other 1 He humbled Himself Who was the giver of life, and of
every good and every perfect thing. His was humility in its perfection,
and humility in its perfect disinterestedness. Wc, alas! are so
hampered by mixed motives and fleshy designs that we need, indeed,
to cry for the grace of heavenly humility. Often, it may be, when we
think ourselves humble, we arc least humble. Often it appears to
our comfortable frame of mind we are walking humbly, rhen wc
(liscover it is that we are walking comfoltably with all around us.
Alas! alas! we know little of the humility which characterized our
blessed Lord. We, who have every cause to humble ourselves, kick
and rebel at the painful process which brings down pride and self in
the dust.
(C
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It was said by: an old Puritan writer that, " Grace shines brightest
through the veil of humility. A fit emblem of humility is the violet.
It hangs its head low, but is known by its sweet scent." A more
recent writer says as truly, " Self-humiliation brings with it tenderness
of spirit; and as we sink in our own esteem, the Lord fulfils in us that
precious promise, , To this man will I look, even to him that is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word'" (Isa. lxvi. 2).
It is " daily to see ourselves undone" and that without Christ we
"can do nothing." We need more and more the grace of true
humility. But, oh! this is not easily attained. It is not come at
except by painful process and much flesh rebellion. We have sorrowfully to mourn and confess that we have little of the spirit of John the
Baptist in lively exereise, though faith approves it. Self must die. "I
must decrease."

Our souls may love to glory in the blessed assertion, "He must
inm'ease," but flesh and blood quail at the method and manner in which
this is to be attained. The creature laid low. The clay passive and
silent in the hands of the great Potter. Self, nothing. Yes, thus it
must be, if Christ is to be exalted and extolled very high in our
experience. "I must dec,·ease." The lesson is daily to be learned.
"'Tis thus our pride and self must fall,
That Jesus may be All in All I "
Our mercy is, the Lord knows the heart. He reads it through and
through. He sees the daily warfare that goes on between nature and
graee; the daily fightings and conquests as also the fears and failures.
He also sees the desire in our hearts that ~ve mu~t dec-rea.<e and that He
must increase and be all in all.
Depend upon it, our low' places are safe places. "He that is down,"
sang Bunyan, "need fear no fall; he that is low, no pride."
Whatever the trial which brings us there, it will assuredly .make
that place memorable for some of our riehest blessings and abiding
lessons to His praise and glory, Who is dealing with us as with sons
and daughters.
Oh! humility is a rare grace! We should do well to eultivate it
more earnestly; for we know very little of it in rich and ripe experience.
It may appear to us that we are very humble, when all goes well with
us; when joy abounds; when holy fellowship with the saints is
granted us; and when all within and around us seems to be in a
flourishing condition. The patriarch Job must have felt like this at
one time. But let us be brought to where he was, stripped of all;
his creature comforts all torn from him; his property all taken away;
his wife turned against him; his flesh a mass of corruption, and his
friends false comforters; and, then, where is the humility of this dear
tried servant of God? But Job's mercy is yours and mine, dear
exercised reader. The Lord knows where He has hid His graces. He
knows exactly how and when and where to call up the north wind or
the south wind. His work is perfect. He will bring forth each as
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gold, though it be tried by fire. I remember, many long years ago,
hearing that beloved servant of God, the Rev. J. C. Martin, at the
Circus Church, Landport, whilst engaging in prayer before the sermon,
use this expression, " Show us, Lord, more and more the beauty and
gloriousness of Thy holiness, that we may grow downward in humility.
Grant us tme humility, at Thy footstool to sit that we may learn of
Thee."
And do we not desire this posture of heart, dear reader, that we may
ever be going out in desire after a precious and exalted Christ Who,
after that He had" humbled Himself," was very" highly exalted" by
His Father to His Right Hand of all power, dominions, thrones,
principalities and powers all being subjected to Him 1 May we
realize the truth of dear Hart's lines to our joy and comfort as we seek
more and more the grace of humility, and to follow in however distant
a degree the steps of our great Example..
"When thou art nothing in thyself,
Then thou art close to Me."
It is an equal truth that,
.. The more His glories strike the eye,
The humbler we shall lie."
Have you ever noticed, dear reader, how in that precious forty-fifth
Psalm, where the heart is indeed "inditing a good matter," when
speaking of thc things concerning thc king, how the " majesty" of
Zion's King is connected with the "meekness and righteousness"
which in all their unsullied perfection shone in Jesus 1 This is the
very truth which the prophet Zechariah (ix. 9) proclaimed. "Rejoice,
greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: behold,
thy King cometh unto thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." This was
literally fulfilled when Jesus rode thus into Jerusalem, while" the
mult.itudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Blessed
is He that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest."
Trtdh, meekness and ,ighteousness, in their Divine perfection,
characterized that Holy One of God, Who" humbled Himself," Who
stooped so inconceivably low, that He might make His redeemed
people to " inherit the throne of glory." They are" brought unto the
King" in process of time, and by His own way of teaching and dealing
with them. That graciously taught woman, Hannah, well knew
the way of the Lord in regard to the pathway of humility. "Thc
Lord killeth, and maketh alive; He bringeth down to the grave, and
bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and makcth rich; He bringeth
low, and lifteth up."
" He raiseth up thc poor out of the dnst, and lifteth up the beggar
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them
inherit the throne of glory; for the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S,
and He hath set the world upon them." The same LORD, the MAKER
of the world, the mighty God of Jacob is He Who humbled Himself, and
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Whose matchless, peerless love constrains His children to pray daily
and increasingly for more conformity to the Spirit and mind of Jesus
in the grace of true humility. Remember at what a cost we have
been made rich.
"For your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty
might be rich."
Humiliation precedes exaltation.
Lord, lead each one of us by Thine Own Way; uphold us by Thine
Own right Hand, and glorify Thyself in our experience.
R.

SHIllOnfJ «nl}
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THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH OF CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, LLOYDMINSTER (SASK.),
CANADA, BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1922.
., For unto us a child is born, unto us (t Son is given."-IsAIAH ix. 6.
THE anniversary of thc 25th of December, which we eall Christ.mas
Day, is (as I trust the youngest child here knows) thc day on which
we commemorate the birth of OUI Lord and Sayiour Jesus Christ.
The Reformers, when they compiled the" Book of Common Prayer,"
which is used in our ChUIch Service, seem to have desired that the
name "Christmas Day" should faU into disuse, and that tbe day
should be known as tbe Birth-Day of Christ, as we may see by looking
at the heading of the Collect, Epistle and Gospel for t,his day's services,
which read" The Nativity of our Lord, or the Birth-Day of Christ,
commonly called Christmas Day." It is deeply to be regretted that
this laudable desire has not been realized. All true Christians must
grieve that the observance of the day has so deteriorated. Even the
secular press notes this. Iu a current American publication of wide
circulation, there is an article headed" The Degradation of Christmas,"
and it opens with these words (quoting from a writer in The Century
Magazine): "Jesus-8t. Nicholas-Santa Claus: here is one of the
saddest descents in the history of mythology" I
Real Christians will, or should, set their faces against such a state
of things. For them, the reason for Christmas is contained in the
words of my text: "For unto us a child is born, uuto us a Son is
given." May the Holy Spirit graciously be my Teacher while I
endeavour to expound these words.
1. There can be no doubt of whom the text speaks-the Lord Jesus
Christ. For the whole verse reads: "For unto us a child is born,
unto us a Son is given, and the governmcnt shall be upon His shoulder;
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God,
the Evedastillg Father, the Prince of Peace." To no othcr call these
words be truly applicd than to Him whose Namc is abovc every Name.
2. The words of the text announce the Person of Christ, God and
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Man. They declare His Inearnation-" Unto us a child is born."
The teacbing of Holy Scripture on this point is that expressed in the
ancient creed of the Chumh: "I believe in Jesus Christ . . . Who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary," and in
the collect for this day, " Almightl God, Who hast given us Thy only
begotten Son to take our naturc upon Him, and as at this time to be
born of a pme virgin." So also in the second Article of our Reformed
Chmch: "The Son, which is thc Word of thc Father, begotten from
everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal God, and of one substance with the Father; took man's nature in the womb of the blessed
Virgin, of her substance." This truth-the truth known as the virgin
birth of Christ-is denied to-day, not only by opcn infidels outside thc
Church, but, alas! by unbelieving teachers in the" Churches" themselves. But what saith the Scripture 1 The important section of the
book of the prophet Isaiah, from the close of which our text is taken,
opens with a remarkable prophecy concerning thc birth of the Messiah,
" Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His
name Immanuel" (chap. vii. 14). The critics may try to cxplain
away this prophecy, but it is enough for us to know that thc inspired
words of Matthew inform us that this prophecy was fulfilled (or filled
full) by the circumstances connected with the birth of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Does any other prophet foretell the virgin birth of Christ 1 In my
judgment, Jeremiah does when he declares: "The Lord hath created
a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man" (chap. xxxi.
22). Some put a different interpretation upon these words, but the
Christian fathers, Augustine and others, understood thcm of thc birth
of Christ.
Moreover, is not the same great trut.h predicted, when it was said
in the earliest promise and prophecy of a Redeemer, spoken by Jehovah
Himself, that" the seed of the woman should brnise t.he serpent's head" 1
(Gen. iii. 15).
However, the Christian, willing to receive God's testimony, is quite
satisfied with the witness borne by St. Matthew in his Gospel, and also
with that borne yet more explicitly and categorically by St. Luke,
"the beloved physi.cian." It is Divinely fitting that this should be
done by these two evangelists, as the former presents the Lord as
Jehovah's King-" born King of the Jews"; and the latter presents
Him as J ehovah's Man. The design of the other two Gospels did not
reqnire details of the Saviour's birth. Yet the Apostle John says:
" The Word BECAME flesh" (John i. 14, R.V.), with which we may
compare the Apostle Paul's words: "When the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth His Son, MADE OF A WOMAN." *
3. The text declares Christ's Deity, as the Son of God: "Unto
us a Son is given." It scems to me that this great truth is not men* [y"lio,.m'ov fit. j'Vl'«tICOS. The R. V. translates here" born", but does not express
the force of the preposition ~IC = out of.]
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tioned first in the text, inasmuch as Christ's Deity as Perfect God, and
Perfect Man, one Christ, is conditioned by His being born of a virgin,
since every man "that naturally is engendered of the offspring of
Adam " (as onc of our Church articles says) has a corrupt nature, and
is inclined to evil, for" Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ~ "
whereas Christ was" Holy," as was predicted by the angel, "The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High
shall overshadow thee: wherefore also that which is to be born shall
be called HOLY, THE SON OF GOD" (Luke i. 35, R.V.). His title, " The
Son of God," proves His Deity, as thc title, " Son of Man," proves His
humanity. That He is the Son of God, God incarnate, the New
Testament amply testifies; indeed, it would take, not a sermon but
a volume, to bring forth a tithe of that evidence; and with one more
example I must bring this part of my subject to a close. In the
Scripture which was read yesterday we have the testimony of the
Holy Spirit to the Person of Christ while He was yet unborn, for we
are told that when Mary went to visit her cousin Elisabeth, the latter
was" filled with the Holy Ghost, and said, Whence is this to me, that
the ?nothe1' of MY LORD should come to me ~ " (Luke i. 43).
" Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given." This, brethren,
is our Christmas message-the glad tidings of a Saviour.
Do not say that what you have heard this morning is mere dogmathe preaching of a creed. It is truth intimately connected with our
eternal welfare. Take away these dogmatic facts from Christianity
and you emasculate it. A Gospel that is not based upon these truths
cannot bring peace to a distressed soul, or heal a broken and contrite
heart.
The real Christmas message is that announced by the angel to thc
shepherds of Bethlehem, on the morn of the nativity of Christ: "Unto
you is born this day, in the city of David, A SAVIOUR" WHICH IS CHRIST
THE LORD." Whether we realize it or not, what sinners of mankind
need is an Almighty Saviour, and such the Gospel presents to us, !1
Saviour Who can save, Who has saved, saved from sin, and the wrath
to come. That Saviour came into the world in order that He might
die, and by His death bring salvation to all who trust in His Name.
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all men to bc received,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."

THE FOURTH GOSPEL.
THE Gospel according to John is to-day attacked by the critics. No
wonder. It gives so clear a revelation of God the Son incarnate, that
the natural heart resents it, its style; its claims, its authority.
Here is no human pedigree given, but, " In the beginning was the
Word . . . and the Word was God." Here is the Logos, with all that
that implies to the deep student of God's philosophy. Here is the
most profound word-portrait of the lonely Stranger Who, dUl'ing His
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sojourn in this sin-stained earth, trod its paths without being soiled,
Who sought individual souls and won them, but Who never excused
Himself or apologized for His Words, but Who with characteristic
calm carried out His Father's purpose and did His will, moment by
moment.
He Who in Exodus iii. 14 had proclaimed Himself to be the" lam,"
in this Gospel, as nowhere else in the New Testament, proclaims
Himself in similar language: John iv. 26, " I that speak unto thee,
am "; vi. 35, 51, " I am the bread of life," "the living bread" ;
viii. 12, " I am the light of the world"; viii. 58, " Before Abraham was,
I am"; x. 9, 14, " I am the good Shepherd"; xi 25, " I am the
resurrection and the life "; xiv. 6, " I am the way, the truth and the
life "; xv. 1, 1 atn the true vine."
Here is indeed the" Ancient of Days," "the Everlasting Father,"
Whose name is also "Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
Prince of peace."
There are pivot words in this Gospel, the meaning of which it is
difficult to define: Life, Light, Love. They repay meditation.
Is it asked to what purpose was this unique Gospel given t.o us 1
The Lord the Spirit has not left us without the answer. "These thillgs
are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Chl'ist, the Son of
God, and that, believing ye might have life through His name"
(ch. xx. 31). Consequently this Gospel is so full of Him that His
disciples are scarcely seen, yet we have a tempted Peter, a doubting
Thomas, and a confiding John, each dealt with by the blessed One.
There is much about Christ as the Word of God, i.e., as t.he thoughts
of God expressed and manifested by and through a Person, capable of
being understood by Spirit-taught men. We have here, too, many of
the actual words He used as being the vehicle of the Father's revelation.
The Prophet (of Deut. xviii.) Christ clainls that His uUe·rances are not
His own but His Father's, and this is emphasized increasingly through
the Gospel; thus" My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me " (ch. vii. 16).
" I know Him (the Father), for I am from Him and He hath sent
Me" (ch. vii. 29).
"I speak to the world those things that I have heard of Him "
(ch. viii. 26).
" I do nothing of Myself, but as ]\{y Father hath taught Me I speak
these things" (ch. viii. 28).
" I speak that which I have seen with My Father" (ch. viii. 38).
"Ye seek to kill Mc, a man that hath told you the truth which I have
heard of God" (ch. viii. 40).
" I tell you the truth . . . he that is of God heareth God's words "
(cb. viii. 45, 47).
" I have not spoken of Myself; but the Father which sent Me, He
gave Me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak,
and I know that His commandment is life everlasting. Whalsoevel'
• I speak, therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, so I speak"
(ch. xii. 49).
H
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And ilid He not declare and claim, in His great intercessory pmyer,
that He had given to His own people His Father's words 1 (ch. xvii.
8-14). How, t.hen, dare any who profess His name, call in question
His utterances? They call in question t.he words spoken by t.he et.ernal
Son, t.hrough the et.ernal Spirit., from t.he eternal Father, and will have
to answer for such t.emerity.
But the wonders of this Gospel are inexhaustible. It is framed
according to the plan of the Tabernacle. Was there an outer court to
which all Israelites could go 1 Christ in the first twelve chapters was
accessible to any who sought Him.
Was there a Holy Place reserved for t.he High Priest and his Sons 1
In chapters xiii. to xvi. Christ is seen alone with His disciples.
Was thcre a Holiest of All where the High Priest alone entered
within the veil 1 In chapter xvii. the Lord Jesus is alone with His
Father-though in grace He allowed the ilisciples to listen.
He is revealed as the One Whose every mot,ive, thought, word, deed,
was as sweet fragrance to His Father (ch. viii. 29). Was He not the
burnt offering, a sweet savour to God1-withont blemish in life,
precious above measure in His death 1 There is in this Gospel no
record of Gethsemane, darkness on the cross, "Eh, EIi"; t.hese
belong more t.o the sin-offering aspect.
In chapter xiii. He washes His disciples' feet: was He not the
true laver 1
In manifesting His Deity do we not see the antitype of the gold
overlaying t.he acacia (His humanity) 1
He is t.he fulfiller of t.he types of the Old Testament. He is the
Lamb of God, the Manna, the Living Bread, the Twe Light, the Truc
Vine. He is the Bridegroom (ch. iii.), the Shepherd (ch. x.), the Friend
(ch. xv.) of His people. As Lord of Creation He creates bread (ch. vi.
10), walks on the water (ch. v. 19), raises the dead (ch. xi.).
Is there a mention of Satan as the father of lies 1 Christ is the
Tl'Uth (ch. xiv. 6).
Is Satan seen as the wolf 1 (ch. x. 12). Christ defeats Him as the
Good Shepherd. Is Satan the prince of tltis age (ch. xii. 21)? Christ
Jesus is unconqllerably the King (ch. xii. 15).
Twenty-five times does the Lord say, " Velily, veril:'," being Himself
the AlUm of God-and HE says :" If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrinc, whether
it bc of God" (ch. vii. 17).
" If (my man enter in he shall be saved (ch. x. 9).
" If any man hear my words and believe not
.. he hath One
that judgeth him" (ch. xii. 47).
A. E. WOOD.
THE BELIEVER'S PORTION.-God is a portion of wltich His people
can ncver be robbed; impoverished you may be, but not undone; •
discouraged, but not ilisinherited.-Ar1'Owsmith.
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" When I sent you . . . lacked ye anything?
-LUKE xxii. 35.
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And they said, Nothing."

GATHERING together several verses that have freshly attracted and
appealed to me lately, one feels that they contain much encoUl'agement
both separately and collectively for the Lord's workers; or, to use
the Apostle Paul's inspired expression, the Lord's "bond slaves."
For such we are and desire to be. May the Holy Spirit bless the
following passages to His people, seeing that wc need always to
remember Who sends us and Vlho equips us.
The true Christian is set apart, sanctified. The set apart Christian
should be both a missionary and a minister-a missionary, a sent one;
a minister, a servant. "Te ought to be truly the Lord's bond slaves.
Oh! to be daily, hourly, everywhere, the Lord's missionaries and
ministers. If wc fully realized that all our service should be God-sent
and God-arranged; that all our errands should be God-chosen and
God-appointed; and that all our messages should be God-winged and
God-spoken, how different our work and our efforts would be! There
would be no worry as to whether we ought to do or say this or that,
but we should just Test on the fact that He only can use and instruct
us, and that if He does so all will be well. We ne~ not be careful about
making opportunities, wc need only be careful to take opportunities.
The Lord will !nc,1ce them, let us ever be on the alert to talce them. If
we make them the results will be nil; if we take the opportunities of
His making, there will be sure blessing from the Lord Himself. Without His blessing our work will fall and fail.
In dwelling on the following verses both singly and together, it
was the reiterated Divine pronoun" I" that so impressed me. Let
us consider the verses one by one.
First there is that wonderful one in Isa. vi. 8, " Whom shall I send,
and who will go for Us 1" The Trinity in conclave consulting! God
the Fatber opens the question, "Whom shall I send." Hc invites
God the Son and God the Spirit to consider it with Him, " Who will
go for Us?" Our Triunc God regards it as His business to decide
whom He shall" send" on any given erra-nd to any given place. It is
not our matter but His! Oh, beloved fellow-worker, how it helps us
if we bear this in mind. He, the Eternal God, has made it a matter
of His careful consideration, which of His" bond slaves" is best fitted
for every bit of work that I-le would have done. We only need to
follow as He reveals the way. His, not ours, is the whole responsibility. We may follow unfalteringly where He leads; for He never
leads us part way and then leaves us alone. He will remain with us
always.
Then the Divine assurance of His Own power is two-fold. (1) Jer. i.
7: "Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee." Since the Lord
will " send" us, there should be no hesitancy on our part to go. If
we look to Him for guidance, and draw on Him for aU our needs, His

..
]20

The Gospel Magazine

work for us will open up before us. (2) ]sa. Iv. 11: "My Word . . .
shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." It is all
outside man's management. Hence there shall be no failure as to
issues and success. He will give the Word and send it by a chosen
channel. He will see to it that the Holy Spirit shall apply that Word
to the right heart at the right time. If He send the messenger, and the
Word or message is also sent by Him, we may rest assured that both
"shall prosper," and that lasting good shall follow the labourer's
labour. Oh! missionary in the harvest-field; Oh! minister in the
pulpit; Oh! public speaker; Oh! Sunday-school teacher; Oh!
district visitor; Oh! humble unknown messenger: take fresh courage
in spite of disappointments, hindrances and seeming barrenness.
Admitted that the discouragements and barriers are galore (and one
must admit it), and that in these last days Satan is more busy than
ever catching away the Word, trying to poison it at its very root, and
casting any amount of discredit on it ;-all these put together do not
change the Word of God one iota! He says that it shall not return to
Him void; He says that it shall accomplish that which He pleases;
He says that it shall prosper where He sends it. And" the Word of
our God shall stand for ever." Therefore if we hold it forth, and
preach from it, and teach and spread its truths, His own declaration
about it shall stand through thick and thin, " it shall accomplish . . .
it shall prosper." In spite of all opposition, His bond servants will
still say, "Nevertheless at Thy Word I will let down the net." All
faithful service, too, will be remembered and recorded and rewarded
by our God. May His Spirit enable us so to serve that we "turn
many to righteousness." Oh! to be more used for this !
Again, the Divine assurance as to His God-given power to us is twofold. (1) Jer. i. 9, and Ex. iv. 12: "I have put My Words in thy
mouth." "I will be with thy mouth and teach thee what thou shalt
say." Here is the a!lsurance that He gives us the message that He
would have us deliver. Consequently there is no need for doubt on
the part of His sent ones. (2) Ex. vii. 2: "Thou shalt speak all that
I command thee." Here is the assurance of His power being bestowed
to enable us to deliver the message. Therefore there will be no mistake
about either the message or the delivery of it. It will be delivered in
the right way and at the right time.
Now look at Luke xxii. 35, the question asked by our Lord when
He was on earth and the answer given by the disciples. He asked
them, "When I sent you . . . lacked ye anything? And they said,
Nothing." I fancy He may ask each one of us the same question
up yonder. And we shall all be constrained to return the same answer
-" When I sent you . . . lacked ye anything? . . . No/hing."
The Lord still says, "Be strong, fear not, for I am with you," t{) His
ministers and missionaries, His servants and sent ones. See how the
" Be strong" is repeated to prince, priest and people in Hag. ii. 4,
" Be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, 0 Joshua,
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son of J osedeeh, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the
land, and work; for I am with you, saith the Lord." Omitting the
italics we read, "I .. with you." Himself on the same side as His
people. Just 8S in later days after the transfiguration the disciples
found" Jesus only with themselves" (Mark ix. 8). Not Jesus only,
not themselves left alone, but" Jesus only with themselves "-Himself
and His people always together, always identified. Beloved, we may
indeed" Bc strong." We may indeed" Fear not." We may indeed
believe that He will be " with (our) mouth" and give us God-bespoken
and Spirit-prompted words. And in all our efforts and in all our
service wc may rest in His inspired assurance, " Thou shalt go t<J all
that I shall send thee." "Thou shalt speak all that I command thee."
New Eltham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

.,

THREE CORDS.
AT a prayer meeting a few days ago the subject of the address was
the sinner's bondage, and led on to his deliverance and joy. Three
cords were given, but brevity was essential. So we were asked to
work out the subject more fully individually and prayerfully. And I
earnestly pray that through the Holy Spirit's teaching, without which
nothing is effectual, there may be a few " handfuls of purpose" for
some of my dear readers. God grant it, and give us wondrous things
out of His Word.
1. The cords of sin (see Prov. v. 21, 22). "For the ways of man are
before the eyes of the Lord, and He pondereth all his goings." Then
in the next verse, "He shall be holden with the cords of his sins."
These cords form more than just one or two cords binding down; they
are cords so interlacing each other, they form a network in which the
poor sinner is entangled and fastened down on all sides. Dear believer,
you were brought to know this, when the Holy Spirit opened your
eyes to see sin, sin on every side. You were holden with the cords,
unable to escape, and unable to bear the pure e~es of a searching God.
Like Isaiah, you have cried, " Woe is me! for I am undone; because
I am a man of unclean lips." We feel sin through and through and
through-siu everywhere. Look on this side, that side, up, down, all
sin. We cannot escape. I may here refer to an extract from Bishop
Beveridge's writings on sin, which a former beloved Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Dr. Doudney, thought so important as revealing
the constant inbred subtleness of sin, that he had it printed as a leaflet
from which I copy. "I do not ouly betray the inbred venom of my
heart by poisoning my common actions, but even my most religious
performances also, with sin. I cannot pray but I sin; I cannot hear
or preach a sermon but I sin; I cannot give an alms or receive the
Sacrament but I sin; nay, I cannot so much as confess my sins but
my very confessions are still aggravations of them. My repentance
needs to be repented of, my tears want washing, and the very washing
of my tears needs still to be washed over again with the blood of my

122

The Gospel Magazille

Redeemer. Thus not only the worst of my sins, but even the best of
my duties, speak me a child of Adam; insomuch that, whensoever 1
reflect upon my past actions, methinks I cannot but look back upon
my whole life but as one continued act of sin."
I well remember Dr. Doudney re"cling tills from the pulpit of
St. Luke's, Bednllnster, and his sustained voice as he emphasized the
words, " JJ1 y whole life b~tt as one continned act of sin."
Dear reader, we read that even the" thonght of foolisl·"ess is sin,"
and that" whatsoever is not of fC!ith is sin." Sin is not the light affair
that some talk so flippantly about. And he who knows most of the
love of Jesus knows also most of the bnrden of sin. For sin crucified
the Lord of glory.
2. This brings me to the seccnd cord in our subject, the scarlet
cord, typifying the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth from all
sin (see Joshua ii. 18). "Thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in
the window which thou didst let us down by." By this token all in
the house were under protection, they were saved. Do note, dear
reader, that whosoever went o~tt of the house, " his blood shall be upon
his head." Only when in the house from which the scarlet line was
hung out was safety. This scarlet line nlllS all through the Word of
God. The type is manifest throughout. The blood-sprinkled lintel
and side posts of the Israelites' houses when the Lord passed oYer in
judgment, the blood of the sacrifices in the tabernacle, all through
spoke of " Without shedding of blood is no remission" "The blood
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." We are" redeemed with the
precious blood of Christ." We are" made nigh by the blood of Christ."
This scarlet thread is seen in the book of Revelation, where we read
of" a L"mb itS it had been slain." " M.y blood wlllch is shed for you " the words of our Saviour Himself. Wherever the scarlet is seen is
salvation.
"Be Thou my Shield and Hiding-place,
That, sheltered in 'l'hy side,
I may "my fierce accuser face,

And tell Him, 'Thou hast died.'''
The very mention of His Blood sends Satan away defeated.
Oh! what "bundant, inexpressible cause for never-ending praise
that even the blood of the Lamb of God was shed for you and for
me! Clllld of God, wonder, love, and "dore !
3. The third cord is love (see Hosea xi. 4). "I c!Tew them with
cords of a man, with bands of love." With cords of a man. For tiE
He laid His glory by. "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among
us." Not in terrifying supernatural guise did He give His supreme
sacrifice, but as a man with man. He walked and talked as friend with
friend-not as indifferent to the varying moods and circumstances of
His beloved. "When Jesus saw heT weeping . . . He groaned in the
spirit and was troubled; and after His resurrection He still retained
His gentle sympathy: "Ye walk and are sad," He said to the perplexed disciples going to EmmauB. He had noticed the mournful,
anxious look.
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"Oh, Love, that will not let me go." "Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."
" Oh, break! oh, break! hard heart of mine." Love is patient,
willing, watching, suffering, bearing all things, even unto death. He
was made man, not unwillingly, not grudgingly, but for the joy set before
Him He endured the cross. It was Covenant love. It was love of
compelling strength. Love overrides all obstacles, bringing the
apparently impossible sinner and the spotless Saviour into union so
close, so sacred, that He and the sinner are one. It is beyond all
power to express, so profound, love in the depths, love in the heights,
love all through.
Contemplate these three cords, dear reader. They form the history
of every believer, every redeemed, blood-bought child of God: Sin,
salvation and love. The cord is let down from heaven to earth and
drawn up, bringing many sons to glory. Our loved ones here go to
Him one by one. We rejoice with them. Infinite love provides
infinite joy. He says to each one of us: "Ye now therefore have
sorrow, but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice." The
path is not lonely, beloved of the Lord, for He is with thee, and
"When on the other side thy feet
Shall rest mid thousand welcomes sweet,
One well-known voice thy heart shall greet,
'Tis I; be not afraid."

We know His voice here. What rapture it will be by-and-by ! - If
the streams even now are so sweet, "what will the Fountain be 1 "
" They shall see His Face, and His Name shall be in their foreheads."
Manifest union in glory with Him for ever.
NETIIE.

WHAT SHALL I SAY 1
OUR father brought up his children to have a perfect and entire
hatred of Pop~ry and all that it stands for. So much so, that once
when the eldest (a good girl who burdened herself with as many of
her parents' responsibilities as she could find out; who got the little
ones to help her, and entertained them for hours by the narration of
long original tales) was piloting a handful of the otherS into the
adjacent fields and a nun stopped and asked the way, the whole
troop backed into the paling as if a very serpent had addressed
them. What the nun thought (or nuns; no doubt there were two of
them) is not known. But one can only think that if the poor misled
women had any kindliness left in them, they must have been sorry
that their mere appearance and address was a terror to babes. They
wanted to know the way. How dreadfully they were out of it the
Lord best can say. He could bring them out and bring them to His
feet, clothed and in their right mind. Perhaps in the greatness of
His mercy He did so. Perhaps in that way He answered some of
the prayers of His servant-the daily, hourly, nightly lamentations,
9
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confessions and supplications of a righteous man. It is, and must
be, a fact "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much," and if much in God's estimation, what is it in ours 1 The
day will come when the saints will rejoice over Babylon's fall, and
when God's fury will be poured out upon His adversaries.
It is not quite easy to know how to answer nuns when they appear
at the door, begging on behalf of " the orphans." To send a simple
"No," might mean a reluctant refusal, such as an ex-soldier would
get, or other vendor whose goods are already over-represented in the
house. No one who solicits help seems to have quite the same position
as these nuns. They are manifestly in spiritual darkness. They
are deprived of God's gifts. His word is kept from them. The
children under their care cannot be pitied sufficiently, but how futile
the pity feels. What shall we say to them in the one minute that
they will stand, before they turn away either silently or angrily 1
What shall 1 say 1 Joshua wondered thus when he was defeated
and Israel turned their backs before their enemies. J udah 'wondered
the same when he felt it was impossible to melt the heart of the governor
of Egypt, or induce him to have mercy on them. What shall I say 1
Hezekiah asked, for he was oppressed. It seemed as if God Himself
broke all his bones, as if he must go mourning to the grave. What
could he say when all his prospects were blighted, his hopes lost, his
life cut off, his sun gone down 1 But it does not take words to reach
the ears of the Lord. Groans and sighs answer quite as well. Yet it
is easier to find words when we pour out our hearts to God than when
we speak to each other. For no ear is so safe as His, no judgment so
kind-no understanding so perfect. He can heal' and as Solomon
said, hearing forgive. He can teach us what to say. His Own blessed
Spirit can direct not our hearts only, but our lips. He knows what
these lips are, what keeping and teaching they need. "If any man
lack wisdom let him ask of God "-God Who put words into the lips
of His witnesses when they stood before the council. His were the
words of peace that the apostles sent to the exercised Church in the
15th of Acts; His the long and acceptable explanation of Joshua xxii.
He told Mordecai what message to send to Esther. He put the simple
speech into the mouth of the little captive maid. "Let your speech
be alway with grace," He says, " seasoned with salt," and speak the
truth in love. Christ is an " Ensample." No guile was found in His
mouth, and never man spake like Him. But He " found trouble and
sorrow." "What shall I say 1 " He asked, when all but overwhelmed
at the distress that was coming upon Him, for He was almost praying
to be saved from such an hour. But we cannot enter unto His depths.
We know that He is our only hope, that our life is bound up in what
He said, what He promised the Father,. what He promised to His
people, and with that hope is the anticipation that" poor, weak and
worthless though we are," the day will come when our lips will utter
only the things that are right, and this amongst them, "Lo, this is
our God; we have waited for Him."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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Q!ornaponllenrc.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We are needing the fresh help of friends to enable us
to press forward in the good work of sowing the truth of God amongst
our sailors and soldiers in home and foreign stations, for postage and
other expenses are necessarily heavy. As we labour on day by day
we hear how much God is blessing the books circulated both on land
and on board ship. Pernicious and destructive literature is circulated
widely in garrison and naval towns, and it behoves us to do what we
can while we can, ever remembering the work in prayer.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, February 1st, 1923.
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In flllemoriam.
THE LATE MRS. J. E. HAZELTON, OF LONDON.
WITH very great regret and Borrow we record in our pages thiB
month the death of Mrs. Hazelton, the wife of our very highlyeBteemed friend, Mr. John E. Hazelton, the well-known Becretary
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. To MrB. Hazelton herself
her death haB meant the entrance into heavenly bleBBedness and
reBt, but the blank to Mr. Hazelton iB great indeed. One half of
himself haB been taken, and the severance from the fellowship of his
beloved wife iB deeply and keenly felt. A man of deep and tender
Bympathy for the aged pilgrims who are journeying to Zion, he feelB
keenly the great Borrow which has come into his life, and we commend
him and hiB Borrowing daughter to the prayers and Bympathy of our
readers. Mr. Hazelton'B great trial Bpecially callB out our tendereBt
Bympathy, Beeing that he is one of the TruBteeB of the GOBPEL
MAGAZINE, and he has the interests of the Magazine warmly at heart.
In anBwer to our requeBt that he should write some particulars of
his dear wife, Mr. Hazelton Bays, "I am broken by this Borrow and
therefore unfit to write upon it for the GOSPEL lIiAGAZINE." He has,
however, furnished a few factB which we record for our readers. He
BayB, "My dearest one was a tender, humble follower of the Lamb.
Quiet and unasBuming, she yet possesBed a strength of character and
exercised a spiritual influence which were remarkable. She has been
my life companion for forty-two years and was my daily joy, and now
I feel what a lonely man I am."
Her maiden name was Abrahams, and Mr. Hazelton goeB on to Bay,
" Elizabeth Gardner AbrahamB was born on January 13th, 1843, and
was a daughter of the Rev. George Abrahams, for many yearB minister
of Regent Street Chapel, City Road, London."
Mr. Hazelton giveB UB the intereBting fact that her father " was a
converted Jew and a well-known preacher of the GOBpel aB Bet forth
in the GOSPEL lI1AGAZlNE." He waB "a friend and companion of
John Grace, of Brighton, JOBeph IronB, and their contemporarieB.
Her mother waB a daughter of Mr. Edward Gardner, of the Bible
Warehouse, PaternoBter Row.
" In 1880 Bhe became my wife; a counsellor and help-meet indeed.
Family afflictions were graciously sanctified and meekly borne. Her
health waB never robust, but sufficient for her life service.
"For a few days before her laBt illness she had been ailing, but
able to come downstairs. Then came bronChitis, and she fell aBleep,
entering into her heavenly rest on Saturday, Jan. 27th, aged 80.
.. 'One gentle sigh each fetter broke:
'Ye scarce could say she's gone,

Before her willing Bpirit took
Its mansion near the throne.'
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"The Rev. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, conducted the largelyattended funeral service at Streatley Hall, on Feb. 1st, subsequently
committing the redeemed body to the family grave at Finchley
Cemetery, the Rev. William Sinden and other friends attending there.
:!tirs. Hazelton had received the truth in the love of it. Every month
she received the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and nothing met her case but the
Covenant salvation, planned, accomplished and applied by the sacred
Trinity. Next to the Word of God, the' Pilgrim's Progress' was
most often in her hands. The biography and writings of the late
Dr. Moody Stuart, of Edinburgh, were also precious to her. The late
Bishop Hannington was her cousin, and not long before the close she
re-read the history of his martyrdom with renewed interest."
We feel sure that the tender sympathy of all our readers will go out
towards Mr. Hazelton and his daughter in their great sorrow. Ai;
we are bidden to " rejoice with them that do rejoice," so we are also
bidden to "weep with them that weep." Thus when one member
sufiers all the other members suffer with it. We pray that the Lord
may specially comfort them in their great sorrow, and that He may
grant them abundant grace to bear up under it. The Church of God
has much reason to thank God for Mr. Hazelton's devoted work in
connection with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society-a Society with
which he has been connected for over fifty years.
We have also great reason to praise God for his faithful and able
testimony as a minister of the Gospel of the grace of God, both at
Streatley Hall, London, and in many other pulpits all over the land.
It would doubtless specially cheer Mr. Hazelton's heart if at this time
there was a large increase in the number of annual subscribers to the
work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. The Offices are at St. Paul's
Chambers, 19, Ludgate HilI, London, E.C.4.
THE LATE MRS. M. A. CHAPLIN, OF GALLEYWOOD.
:!try DEAR :!tiR. HOUGHTON,-I am sure that you will be very grateful,
on behalf of all your readers, for the most interesting appreciation of
the late dear" M. A. C., of Galleywood," by her esteemed Pastor,
the Rev. R. Hewitt. The name of Mrs. Chaplin has for long been
familiar to us. Who has not gleaned from her bright, yet deeply
spiritual poems, help and cheer by the way 1 Strangely, one of her
smaller leaflets had been enclosed in his Christmas letter to the writer
by a beloved brother, and on the very day on which I was enjoying
the sweet teaching, " Let her alone-she hath done what she could,"
dear Mrs. Chaplin was taken with what proved to be her last illness.
It is now many years since I first met Mrs. Chaplin. It had long
been my desire to see the gifted authoress face to face, whose verses
were becoming so familiar to us all and so heart-reaching. This
pleasure was made possible when, on a visit to my dear brother at
Chelmsford, he very kindly drove me over to Galleywood Co=on.
I then saw the gifted writer in her home life, of the utmost simplicity,
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busy with all " the trivial round, the co=on task" of home and farm
and family duties. I heard from her lips her life-story, that all the
education she received was up to six years of age, when her father took
her from school to help at the loom work. I heard how somehow her
thoughts would turn into poetry, and all her moments, spared from
work or play, were given to writing down her thoughts in verse. It
was amazing and deeply interesting to see how wondrously endowed
she was and how graciously constrained she had been to layout the
God-given talent to the glory of Him, Whose it was. She told me how
one of the poems she looked upon as a favourite had been written
wllllst hoeing a bed of turnips!
In her loving zeal, she drove into Chelmsford to call upon me a few
days later, and when seeing her off and remarking upon the horse
as though he looked a faithful and useful servant, Mrs. Chaplin tersely
replied, "Oh, yes, we call him our 'Farm Factotum,''' and a few
days later a poem followed thus entitled and full of clever and humorous
lines concerning the varied and many uses to which he was put.
A few years later and we met again at the Clifton Conference, and
it was in real, hearty love to the brethren that she was induced to
come out of her smaU and sequestered corner of country life to join
so many in sweet fellowship, and it remains a sunny memory of those
hallowed days.
Her aged father and mother, I believe, were both recipients of thc
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and were visited regularly by dear
Miss J ohnson at Croydon, who often found it to be a means of grace
to her own soul. The dear old man was for some years blind and
deaf, but his mind was richly stored with Holy Scripture, and, as his
daughter WTote:-"Never a stranger sought his bed,
But took some word away;

His son's first grandchild must be taught
Her little text to say.
And when he died, the wee thing said,
'Oh mother, he can give

His texts among the angels now,
For he is where they live.'"

I never forget the sweet sacredness of reading and re-reading a
series of letters in poetry written to a little dying boy for whom she
travailed in birth till Christ's image was seen in him. Mr. Hewitt
tells us that those letters were the expression of her own experience in
conversion, wlllch makes them doubly interesting.
We were greatly indebted to the Rev. W. Lancelot Holland, who,
in coming across some of Mrs. Chaplin's sacred poems, and recognizing
in them, as he wrote in the preface, "an originality and true poetic
genius," he arranged for the issue of the first volume under the title
of " Chimes for the Times," in 1891, a book I greatly valne because
of its teaching, as also having been given me by my beloved and
glorified father. A second volume of selected poems from her gifted
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and facile pen appeared in 1898, entitled" Sunlit Spray," and contained
the authoress's portrait. Mrs. Chaplin sent me at that time some
original lines entitled "The Portrait," which characteristically
describes it as " a rugged face," and "taking it altogether, it is no
face to pet." But as she sweetly continues, there are some gracious
and grateful trut!)s underlying which one loved and esteemed very
highly for the Truth's sake.
In all her letters (sq characteristic of her) she was wont to enclose
one or more of her MS. poems, a.nd in her last letter to me she sent
" The Dust of His Feet" and " The Coming of Titus," both full of
sweet teaching. In the latter she describes herself as " a weary heart,
alone at the breakfast board," begging of the Lord" a tangible token"
that day of His loving-kindness, and as quickly begging His forgiveness
for asking"For a tangible token, since

The Word of God was there."
"But the coming of Titus on that day
Was proof to 0. weary soul:
That 0. comforting God ho.s other hearts,
Under His sole control."
Mrs. Chaplin wrote some very affectionate, appreciative and heartreaching lines on the Home-Call of my beloved father, which appeared
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1895, and also in the Memorials of his life.
How truly now do those lines speak of her own state :"We do not grieve that they have reached
That which we hope for day by day;
That their weak arms no more are stretched
To God in some huge agony:
We bless our God for each one taken,
Where life and peace remain unshaken."

And now comes the sweet memorial card of our friend, " who entered
into the full knowledge of Christ's glory," as it tells, on Friday, Dec.
.
29th, 1922, aged 78 years :" Face to face, oh wondrous vision of the coming day;
Not a conscious sin to make me turn mine eyes away:

Not a meeting as of strangers, but familiar grown:
In a moment I shall know Him e'en as I am known."
-1 Cor. xiii. 12; John xvii. 17-24.

That was the expression of her hope and anticipation in her own
language, and now she knows-not in part, but in fulness of fruition,
even as also she was known.
One would like to linger long and write more on these saints of God
who are so rapidly passing from us, and of whom-as a beloved friend
remarked recently-" we see not their like again." But may the Lord
by these things stir up our minds by way of remembrance, and may
we, as they did, stretch forward to the mark for the prize of our high
calling and be found, during the little while of pilgrimage that remains,
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looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith.
ones who remain, Mrs. Chaplin wrote--

To her dear

"Think of me as being one of the forgiven throng,Who share the Savionr's glory in that painless Land of Song."
Subjoined is the appreciation by the Rev. R. Hewitt.
Believe me, dear Mr. Houghton,
Yours in GO!lpel bonds,
RUTH

COWELL.

In the Home-call of Mrs. M. A. Chaplin, which occurred on Friday,
December 29th last, the Lord has taken to be with Himself one whom
He had graciously endowed with peculiar gifts and which He enabled
her to use to His praise and for the comfort, edification and inspiration
of His people here below. There are few of the readers of the GOSPEL
MAGA.ZINE and other Protestant and Evangelical publications to whom
her name is not familiar, and who have not found help and inspiration
from her poetic contributions. Her pen is now laid aside for ever and
the muse is silent, but though "dead, yet she speaketh," and will
continue to do so, in the many messages she has sent forth and in the
hearts of those who knew her best.
Our sister was of Huguenot descent and born in Spitalfields, her
father being a silk weaver. Her parents were connected "ith the
Plymouth Brethren, who worshipped at "Ellis Rooms," Hackney,
at the time when the late Mr. Philip Gosse (the naturalist), Mr. Wm.
Berger (one of the founders of the China Inland Mission), Mr. Robt.
Howard (of Tottenham), Lord Wellesley, and Mr. George Chapmau
worshipped there. As a child our friend was acquainted with most of
them. It was in early life that the work of grace was begun in her,
and it was of a very definite character, which she has so beautifully
set forth in her poem entitled" A Memory," a piece written to a young
boy who was dying, and whom she longed to help and lead to the
Saviour. That work of grace was manifest in her life and works, and
the foundation of her strong and uncompromising adherence to the
doctrines of grace. At the early age of 14 she publicly confessed her
Lord in baptism, being baptized by Mr. Myerson, minister of" Shalom"
Baptist Chapel, The Oval, Hackney (now closed).
In 1868 she married Mr. Thomas Chaplin, and soon after they came
to live at " Galleywood," which will ever be associated with her name.
Here most of her children were born and the greater part of her life
has been spent, in comparative obscurity from the world; yet, like
the" violet," hidden by the wayside, sending forth its fragrance, so, by
her life and works, Mrs. Chaplin has been a sweet fragrance of her
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.
The first piece of poetry which came from her pen and which was
published, she wrote at 11 years of age. It appeared in the Child's
Companion. Since then she continued to write until the Lord called
her home. Her poems were on a large variety of subjects, religious
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and social, but in all she ever manifested her fear of God and a desire
to honour His Name. The cause of Protestantism was always her
greatest forte, and in her Home-call it has lost a staunch, stalwart
advocate and defender. Romanism, Ritualism, and Priestcraft were
her especial abominations.
Her published volumes run into about twelve thousand, and leaflets
into hundreds of thousands. Of one piece alone 11,000 copies have
been printed and circulated. The first volume, entitled" Chimes for
the Times," was published in 1891 (a second edition appearing in 1895,
and a third in 1907). This volume she considered to be her best.
" Sunlit Spray on the Billows of Life" appeared in 1898, and the last,
" Stray Chords," in 1921. Her writings brought her into touch with
many notable personages from all parts, and her correspondents were
many and varied. The late Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon and the late
Bishop of Durham, Dr. Handley MOltle, were among them. She wrote
and sent poems, on various topics of the day, to Queen Victoria, Queen
Alexander, Duke of Norfolk, Sir Evelyn Wood,' Mr. Lloyd George, and
the last to " Princess Mary," on the occasion of her marriage last year.
All the above were duly acknowledged. In August, 1885, she became
a member of the Strict Baptist Church, at Chelmsford, then under the
pastoral care of Mr. T. W. Burgess, and she continued an honoured
member until the end. Her husband pre-deceased her, dying in 1915.
Her life at Galleywood was one of quite unostentatious simplicity and
usefulness-a friend and sympathiser to all in trouble, need or sorrow.
In her the poor found comfort and succour in their needs. Visitors
from all parts of the country came to see and commune with her and
ever found a kindly welcome. During the last two years she had not
been able to leave home much, on account of increasing age and
rheumatism. But apart from these, she had been in comparatively
good health, and it was not until the evening of Christmas Day that
she was taken ill with bronchitis. She felt then that her end was near,
and though her sufferings were great and painful, yet her mind was
calm and her confidence unruffled. No great raptures of spirit were
hers, but no doubts or questionings troubled her. When asked by
one of her children, "Mother, do you feel that' underneath are the
Everlasting Arms' 1 " she replied, " There is something there, holding
me up." A little later, when her breathing was difficult and distressing,
she expressed her longing to go. Another son, quoting from her poem,
" Led About," said, " There's heaven just over death's waters, But the
waters are not wide." She took it up and finished the verse, "We
shall fall asleep some weary night, And wake on the other side." The
state of her heart and mind was evidenced by the following words,
which she gasped out several times, " I'm wondering what He will be
like, when I shall see Him." Now she has had her "wondering"
answered and realized the truth of the words of her poem, "Face
to Face""Face to Face, oh Wondl'ous Vision
Of the Coming Day.
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Not a. conscious sin to make me
Turn my eyes away j
Not a meeting, as of strangers,

But familiar grown
In a moment, I shall know Him
E' en as I am known."

The funeral took place on Wednesday, January 3rd. A service was
held in the Baptist Chapel, conducted by the Pastor, Mr. R. Hewitt,
Mr. H. S. Boulton, of Brighton, a former Pastor of the Church, taking
part both in the chapel and at the graveside. A large concourse of
friends belonging to the Church and congregation, and from all parts,
attended the services. On Lord's Day, January 7th, a Memorial
Service was held, the Pastor preaching from the words, " And they
shall see His face" (Rev. xxii. 4). Thus has passed to her eternal rest
one of the Lord's loved and redeemed saints, to be " For ever with
the Lord."
THE LATE MR. THOMAS DAWSON, OF DERBY.
YET another of our aged readers has been called Home. By the
morning post we received a memorial notice telling us of the call up
higher of 1\1r. Thomas Dawson, of Derby. l\1r. Dawson was for many
years the Scripture Reader at Trinity Church, Derby. We believe be
acted in that capacity first under the late Vicar, the Rev. 1\[r. Hoare.
He continued this work during the ministry of the Rev. Henry Martin,
when he was Vicar of that Church from the year 1893 to the year 1901.
It was when we occupied the position of Curate at that Church with
our friend Mr. Martin that we first met 1\1r. Dawson. We formed a
high estimate of him at that time. He had a clear knowledge of the
great doctrines of grace and he had a naturally quaint way of unfolding
these truths. The grace of humility characterized his walk, and we
much enjoyed Christian fellowship with him during our stay in Derby.
Occasionally l\fr. Martin arranged for him to preach at the late
Mr. Joseph Martin's Mission Hall at Littleport, and we know that he
enjoyed this privilege very much.
We recall one occasion when we preached at Trinity Mission Hall
one Sunday evening. Mr. Dawson was present and we believe he had
chosen the hymns. One of these we specially enjoyed singing to the
old tune, "Lydia." The hymn was that beautiful one by Joseph
1rons"What sacred fountain yonder springs

Up from the throne of God,
And all our Covenant blessings brings?
'Tis J esns' precious blood."

Now our friend, washed in the fountain of Christ's precious blood,
is present with the Lord in Whose blood and righteousness he trusted.
He was called Home on Jan. 25th, at the age of 76.
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The interment took place at Nottingham Road Cemetery, on
Jan. 30th. The text on the memorial notice is" In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began. "-Titus i. 2.

Since writing the above we learn that on Jan. 22 Mr. Dawson was
walking with a friend and remarked that he had been singing during
the day Toplady's hymn, " A debtor to mercy alone," and he added
that if he were to die that night he had a good hope through grace.
He went on to say that he was nothing but a poor hell-deserving
sinner, entirely dependent on Jesus Christ for everything, and that
his hope was built on Titus i. 2. That very night he was seized with
paralysis, and he passed away on Jan. 25. A friend of his writes:
" He was a faithful man. His God had kept him faithful to His
Word, and now he has received his Lord's welcome."

l!lrott'13tant
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ROME AND THE SCRIPTURES.
(EXTRACTED FROM A LECTURE BY THE LATE S. P. TREGELLES, LL.D.,
ON NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIC EVIDENCE, DELIVERED IN PLYMOUTH
ON OCT. 14TH. 1851).
(Continued from page 92.)
OUR reformers, as I have already remarked, stated the church to be
a keeper of holy Writ. The Church of Rome has shown herself to
be so in a peculiar sense. She has made herself such a keeper, as if
the Scripture had been a criminal, or a dangerous lunatic. She has
kept it away from the people.
I referred just now to MSS. as the principal channels through which
Scripture has come down to us. Of the MSS., the most ancient and
important is one preserved in Rome, in the Vatican Library. The
value of ancient MSS. is great; for it is by comparing them that we
are able to correct the text, so as to make it the more exactly represent
the work as originally written. I do not mean to say that the common
text is not tolerably accurate; but still the more precious a work is,
the more ought we to desire to possess its readings as correctly as
possible. To collate this Vatican MS. was the object which led me
to Rome six years ago. I took with me such introductions as seemed
most fitting to accomplish the end I had in view:-but no i-no
facility could be afforded for anything that aided to edit the text of
Scripture; and I could only meet with promises and delays,-promises
which came to nothing, and delays of a most wearying kind. Cardinal
Lambruschini, then at the head of affairs, and holding the office of
" Apostolic Librarian," as well as that of Secretary of State, gave
me permission to collate the MS.; and yet difficulties were thrown in
my way at the library :-Monsignor Laureani, the primo custode,
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acted on the secret orders that he had received, and took no notice of
the apparent permission that had been given. I obtained an interview with the late Pope (not, however, senselessly kissing the
embroidered cross 0l! his slipper), and he, in word, graciously gave me
permission; but he referred me to Mgr. Laureani, who was already
my hindrance. And thus, after five months of weary waiting, I left
Rome without accomplishing my object. It is true that I often saw
the MS., but they would not allow me to use it; and they would not
let me open it without searching my pockets, and depriving me of
pen, ink, and paper; and at the same time two prelati kept me in
constant conversation in Latin, and if I looked at a passage too long,
they would snatch the book out of my hand. So foolishly and meaninglessly did the papal authorities seek to keep this precious MS. to
themselves.
All the circumstances of the transmission of Scripture to us in our
tongue, show how Rome has kept it back from us as much as possible;
and this is what she still does in countries where she has sway, and
this she would do here if she could.
By the system of the confessional, the priests of Rome find out
who possess the Scriptures in their own tongue, and these are made
to endure persecutions like to those of Diocletian. That Rome continues her hostility to Scripture, witness the persecutions now being
carried on in Tuscany-where every family tie is broken to obtain
accusations; witness the encyclical letter of the present Pope, and
the public burning of Bibles in the square of tbe Capitol under his
predecessor. But why need I turn to things in distant lands, when
the spirit of Rome showed itself in this very town, and in this very
year, by the endeavour which the popish priesthood made to prevent
Christian ladies from reading the English Bible to emigrants 1 And
on what ground could they object to this 1 Why, forsooth, because
there might be Romanists present, and we must respect their consciences.
As well might we be forbidden to preach the Gospel of Christ in our
churches and chapels, because it scandalizes Romish consciences :no Romanist is present except from free choice, and that is enough.
But why do not the Romanists respect our consciences '1 They are
unrestricted here as to their worship,-why do they impose restrictions on us when abroad 1 They seem to think it a wondrous stretch
of liberality that they allow an English church outside the walls of
Rome. But this, after all, is ouly a kind of loft of no very desirable
description; and the contempt implied in its being outside the walls
is not little. But do they interfere with what is done there 1 Do
they respect conscience 1 About seven years ago, Dean Murray, of
Ardagh in Ireland (who was known in this town to many, eleven years
ago), was at Rome: he preached in the English Church, but in the
third sermon he used the word "transubstantiation"; that was
enongh,-notice was sent that if Dean Murray preached there again,
the place would be closed by the authorities. This was the account
which Roman Catholics gave me of the affair. So much for respect
paid to conscience.
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And yet at Rome they ende«vour to mystify the subject, as though
it were not true that the ecclesiastical authorities wish to keep minds
in ignorance. 'fhey tell strangers that their Sunday schools are so
admirably attended, that there is no European capital in which such
a proportion of the young receive primary instruction; and they
point to large placards on the walls, announcing the Scriptures in
Italian for sale. All this seems very plausible, and many are deceived
by it. But let us look a little below the surface. You may go into
one of these parish schools on a Sunday afternoon; you find a large
number of children congregated in a side chapel, and you see a priest
pacing up and down, to listen if all goes on properly. Some inquirers
are content with this, and they go away reporting that they heard
the children diligently occupied with their lessons under the active and
vigilant superintendence of a priest devoted to his work. But this
investigation is not enough; you must enter the chapel itself (I have
often done this), and there you see no books or lessons whatever.
You see a sharp-looking girl, with a shrill voice and commanding
manner, who acts as a sort of monitress, and after her the younger
children repeat a great deal by rote. In short, the " primary instruction," of which so much is said, does not include learning to read.
Then what does it include? is what you may well ask. I never found
them occupied with anything but Litanies addressed to the Virgin
Mary.
But still, if the Scriptures in Italian are publicly announced for sale
at Rome, is it not a calumny to say that they withhold the Bible
from the people? English visitors often asked me this. Have you
read the placard through? was my reply. Now, thcy begin with setting
forth the importance of the edition of the Italian Bible; then they
say that this translation is that of Mgr. Martini, archbishop of Florence,
in which everything is rendered in entire conformity with the doctrines
of Holy Church, as defined by the Council of Trent. (The mode in
which this is done in Martini's translation is by altering a text here
and there, so that, without making a general change, there is authority
inserted for everyone of the peculiar dogmas of Rome.) The placard
continues to say, that all is explained by notes taken from approved
Catholic writers. And yet one might say, in spite of all this, a great
deal of Scripture is opened to the eyes of the Roman people. It may
seem so; but, however, the notice continues to inform us, that all
discreet Catholics may purchase, who have the permission of their
confessors, and who will read under their direction: this of course
would make the permission nugatory, and so also would the pj'ice,-for
that is about twenty Roman crowns, or more than four guineas:
this alone is a .mockery when addressed to a population in abject
poverty. I never saw a copy of this edition of the Bible; for although
they did not ask an Englishman for the written permission of a confessor, yet •they refused to produce a copy unless I promised to
purchase.
(To be continued.)
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SCENES IN THE HOLY LAND. By the late REV. DAv'ID CATT, L.TH.,
F.R.A.S. Pp. 63. Paper Cover Is. 6d., Cloth, gilt lettered 2s.
post free. (David Catt, 21, Clapton Square, London.)
This little volume was prepared by the late Rev. David Catt, Junr.,
before his lamented death in 1918. His esteemed father desires to
issue 10,000 copies of the book in memory of his devoted son. The
volume is beautifully enriched with thirty-three illustrations of sacred
scenes and Eastern customs from photographs taken by the Rev. G.
Robinson Lees, M.A., F.R.G.S. The explanatory articles on each
illustration were written by the Rev. D. Catt. We have read them
with great interest and pleasure. They are full of information on the
principal places in the Holy Land, as well as on many of the manners
and customs of that country, and they abound in Scriptural references.
The book may be obtained separately, or it may be supplied bound up
at the end of The Pictorial Study Bible.
The Sovereign Grace Union has issued ;A....", EVERLASTING TASK FOR ARMTh'lANS. By WILLIAM GADSBY.
Pp. 24. Price 3d. post free. (The Secretaries, The Parsonage,
100-102, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
COMMUNION OR MASS! By W. PRESCOTT UPTON. Pp. 16. Price
2d., or 2s. per doz., post free. (Church Association, 13 & 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
Mr. Prescott Upton is well acquainted with all the literature on the
subject of the1l1ass, and it is needless to say this pamphlet demonstrates
the learning of its author in reference to Liturgiology. 1I1r. Upton
begins his pamphlet by quoting the late Archbishop Longley's remark
that the wearers of sacrificial vestments evidently remained in the
Church of England" in order that they may substitute the Mass for
the Co=union, the obvious aim of our Reformers having been to
substitute the Communion for the Mass." Mr. Upton rightly contends
that the proposal to legalize the Mass vestments is virtually the reinstating of the Mass in the Church of England and an undoing of the
work of the Reformation. "Rome differentiates the 'Mass' from
every other service by reserving exclusively for it the chasuble, or
, Mass-vestment.''' "It is for the Sacrifice of the Mass, and for that
alone of all her rites, that she preserves a distinctive garment" (pp. 13,
14). The obvious inference is that if the chasuble, deliberately discarded by our Reformers when they abolished the Mass, is again
legalized, the Sacerdotalists will be encouraged to offer the sacrifice
of the Mass which thousands of them now claim to do in spite of their
ordination vows. All Evangelicals in the Church of England should
unite as one man to prevent the legalizing, by means of 'the Revised
Prayer Book, of Mass Vestments, Prayers for the Dead, and Reservation of the Sacrament.
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SERMONS. By the REV. J. K. POPHAM. Pp. 347. Price 4s. 6d. net,
postage 6d. extra. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This volume consists of a selection of twenty-five Sermons preached
during the years 1919-1922 by Mr. J. K. Popham, the Pastor of the
congregation meeting for worship at "Galeed," Brighton. It is the
second volume of its kind issued during Mr. Popham's forty years'
ministry at that place. Preached, as these Sermons have been, so
recently, they manifest the ripened knowledge and experience of this
well-known expositor of the Word of God. So far we have only been
able to read nine of them. The Sermons are tabulated under four
heads. The first six deal with "Foundation Truths." The next
thirteen treat of "Confession and Prayer." Four are devoted to
" Conflict," and four more are placed under the heading, " Christ All
in All." We have read the first six, and three of those on "Confession
and Prayer." What do we think of them? They are really excellent.
They are true to the great doctrines of grace lovingly expressed. They
are thoroughly sound in setting forth the great foundation truths of
our Evangelical faith. Mr. Popham believes in the verbal and plenary
inspiration of the Scriptures. He believes in the old doctrine of the
Atonement. His Sermons abound in Gospel truth. They are clear,
doctrinal, experimental, penetrating, forceful, and heart-searching.
Mr. Popham longs that the message he delivers should be felt by his
hearers, and that the truths he proclaims may be experienced in their
hearts. The members of the congregation who hear Sermons like
these are highly privileged. They need to value increasingly a pastor
who feeds them with such pure truth. We could wish that every
minister of every denomination had a copy of these Sermons, but
above all we wish that every minister preached such Sermons to his
own congregation. So far as we have read them they are Sermons
which every minister would do well to read, mark and inwardly digest.
We give a few quotations. "The Word of God is verbally, plenarily
inspired. It has in it, as originally given by the Holy Spirit, no flaw
of human error, uncertainty, inaccuracy. It is not fallible; it is an
infallible book" (p. 75). On the Atonement we read, "God has
devised means whereby His banished ones may be brought home; and
the means we have in this chapter: the grace of God in choosing His
Son, in electing the Church and giving her to Him, in giving Him for
the Church, and His Son's love in redeeming her, with all that attached
to her of wrong, of evil, of death. He came into her place, into her
room, and took exactly her condition as to her guilt, her sin; for the
Lord God His Father and the Father of all the elect took their sins
from them, and imputed them to His Son" (p. 18).
" I think we do not half know the pleasure the infinite God has in
the prayers, the sighs, the groans, and the desires of His dear children,
as they speak them before Him without words, when they present
their hearts to Him; and the pleasure He has in the merit of Christ,
and in the prayers of the saints which are mingled in the golden censer

•

188

The Gospel Magazine

with the much incense that is there" (p. 56). About the work of the
Holy Spirit he wisely says, " He does not supplement the Bible, but
opens and applies it; does not give a revelation in a man's heart that
is not in this sacred Book. Beware of fancies, beware of dreams, of
things that are not fully corroborated by the Scriptures; beware of
any experience that you will not find within this Book, expressed in
the language of the Holy Spirit. For God Who honours His Word,
will never honour a contradiction of it " (p. 69). We hope this volume
may have a large sale, and that another volume of similar Sermons
may soon follow.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ONE hundred and sixteen years have passed since the foundation of
the Institution; its basis remains the same, and its work has the same
scope and is permeated by the same spirit as are manifest in the first
Address, dated August 12th, 1807. It is there stated that "this
Society is formed exclusively for the relief of the aged and infirm
children of God" who" can give satisfactory evidence of being members of the mystical body of Christ," "members of that one body of
which Christ is the Head." Here we have the Scripturally distinctive
and undenominational character of the work as it remains to-day.
Years have rolled on; the Society has been gradually enlarged, and
is to-day a confirming illustration of the lovingkindness and faithfulness
of the Lord. Three pensioners of £5 5s. each were the first recipients ;
now there are no less than 1027 on the pensions, amounting to £9720
per annum. Special grants are also occasionally made to the recipients
from the Society and the Morton and Lesty Funds.
The Institution is necessarily Protestant, for its warrant is the
verbally inspired Word of God. Since its foundation 9850 life pensioners have been assisted, and £547.700 distributed amongst them.
The lines of work are threefold-Life Pensions, Homes, and Personal
Visitation; the latter is of pecnliar value, as thereby the grace of
sympathy is exercised and hundreds of Christians, passing their tiroe,
for the most part, in loneliness, are cheered by the regular visits of
those who love them for the Lord's sake. To listen whilst an aged
one speaks is to such often as great a comfort as to be spoken to.
These visits are spiritually useful to the almoner, who finds, as an
American author observes, that" to be seventy years young is sometimes far more cheerful and hopeful than to be forty years old."
The body sometiroes grows burdensome, so powerless for all effectual
work. However airy and spacious the tent once was, the main prop
has broken, and now, in cold and clammy folds, the wet canvas envelops
the inhabitant: "We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being
burdened; not that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
mortality might be swallowed up of life."
Will our friends kindly remember that the Society's financial year
will close on the 31st inst. The Committee are anxious to make up
the accounts.

