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.. Who comfortetb us iu a.ll our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we oW'Selves are comforted of God."-2 COR, 1. 4.

THE ADORNMENT OF GOD'S ELECT.
" Put on therefO'1'e, as the eled of God, holy and be!<nJed, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, muTeness, longsutJering;
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ fO'1'gave you, so
also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which
is the bond of perfectness."-CoL. iii. 12-14.

THIS is indeed a family portion, It is addressed to those who
were characterized by faith in CHRIST JESUS, and love to all the
saints, and who were animated by the hope which was laid up for
them in heaven (See Col. i. 3-5). They had "received CHRIST
JESUS the LORD" (ch. ii. 6), and were therefore numbered amongst
GOD'S children, having been born into His family (See John
i. 12, 13). They were part of "the whole faInily in heaven and
earth." To the members' of this faInily, another apostle says,
" Beloved, let us love one another" (1 John iv. 7). GOD'S children
are not rid of the old nature while they are down here. They are
prone, therefore, to test the patience and forbearance of one another
by their failings and imperfections. They need, therefore, to be
stirred up to put on the moral adornment of character of which
the apostle affectionately speaks in this passage. Representatively, in union with CHRIST, they had" put off the old man with
his deeds," and they had "put on the new man, which is renewed
in knowledge after the image of Him that created him" (verses
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9 and 10). The words of our portion are designed to stimulate
GOD'S children to walk in harmony with their standing in CHRIST.
1. We may first notice the threefold desoription here given of the
members of God's family.
They are called "the eleot of GOD."

The Greek word means
picked out or chosen. Members of the Church of England are
taught to pray, "Make Thy chosen people joyful." They are
taught that it is the office of the HOLY GHOST to sanctify "all
the elect people of GOD." This is a Scriptural description of the
members of GOD'S family. As the children of Israel were a Divinely
chosen people (Ps. cv. 43), so the Church of GOD was Divinely
" chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 4).
GOD hath chosen His people to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom which He' hath promised to them that love Him (See
James ii. 5). This title" elect" is applied by CHRIST to His
apostles. He says, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have ohosen
you." He chose them out of the world, selected them to be His
disciples and afterwards His apostles (John xv. 16, 19). The
LORD JESUS describes all His people in this way. He says, " Shall
not GOD avenge His Own elect, which cry day and night unto
Him 1 " (Luke xviii. 7). When He comes again He will send His
angels" to gather together His elect from the four winds" (Matt.
xxiv. 31).
The Apostle Paul uses the same title when he asks, "Who shall
lay anything to the charge of GOD'S elect 1 It is GOD that justifieth" (Rom. viii. 33). He also speaks of "the faith of GOD'S
elect" (Titus i. 1).
Peter also speaks of GOD'S people as, "Elect according to the
foreknowledge of GOD the FATHER," and says to them, "Ye are a
ohosen generation" (1 Peter i. 2; ii. 9). Thus the saints of GOD
are indeed" the elect of GOD." He hath loved them with an
everlasting love. He chose them in CHRIST before He laid the
foundations of the earth. He arranged for their redemption and
their effectual call, and He determined that all His chosen should
be justified and finally glorified. Thus the Divine choice secures
the certain salvation of everyone of the objects of His saving
mercy. How full of unspeakable comfort it is to the .members of
the LORD'S family to know that in spite of all their sins the LORD
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in mercy and grace elected them in CHRIST. How precious it is
to know that before they were born the LORD had written their
names in the LAMB'S book of life: 0 how we should humble ourselves before Him as we think of His unmerited love, His infinite
grace, His rich mercy in saving us, not according to our works, but
according to His Own purpose and grace given us in CHRIST JESUS
before the world began. We, who were lost, ruined and worthy
of hell He hath redeemed, saved, cleansed, and destined for heaven.
o how humble we ought to be when we think of it.
Next, GOD'S people are called" holy." This is the outcome of
GOD'S electing love. Because He loved and elected them He sent
forth His Spirit to sanctify them, to set them apart from the world,
to regenerate them and to number them among His saved people.
They were chosen in CHRIST that they should be holy and without
blame.
The third description of GOD'S people is that they are" beloved."
They are" the elect of GOD, holy and beloved." They are beloved
of the FATHER, oLthe SON, and of the HOLY GHOST. How beautiful
are the words, "Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me "
(John xvii. 23, 24). "Herein is love, not that we loved GOD,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins." Herein is love that, "CHRIST loved the Church, and
gave Himself for it." Herein is love that the HOLY GHOST quickened us, convinced us of our sins and testified of JESUS to our
souls. How true it is that we are beloved of GOD-beloved of the
FATHER, of the SON, and of the HOLY GHOST. 0 the mercy of it
that He loves me, and that nothing can separate me from His
love. How all this should stimulate me to live wholly to His
glory. This is what the apostle desires to stir up GOD'S people
to do. Hence his exhortation which we now desire to consider.
2. This leads us to notice how the elect
people 0/ God should be adorned.

0/ God, the holy and

beloved

We all give a good deal of attention to the adornment of our
bodies. We may even think too much about the kind of garments
with which our bodies should be adorned. We much fear that
even some of the elect of GOD may be in bondage to the fashions of
the world and may even unintentionally dress in a style that is
hardly modest.· Godly women need to recall what the HOLY
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GHOST says through the Apostle Peter about the adornment of
the body (1 Peter iii. 3, 4). But our family portion has to do
with moral adornment. The verb "to put on" is used literally
of the putting on of garments. We are not to take anxious thought
about our body what we shall put on (Matt. vi. 25). Metaphorically the verb is used of putting on " the armour of light," "the
whole armour of GOD·" and "the new man" (Rom. xiii. 12;
Eph. vi. 11; Col. iii. 10). So the apostle says, " Put on therefore
... bowels 01 mercies." That is, we are to put on "a heart of
compassion" (R.V.). We, who are "the elect of GOD," are to
be clothed with compassion and pity. We are to be tender-hearted
and pitiful towards each other. There is a danger lest we should
be rough, harsh, and unsympathetic. Such a spirit does not
become GOD'S children. He Himself is a GOD Who is full of compassion. He displays tender mercy and rich mercy and pity
towards His people. We are to imitate Him by putting on "bowels
01 mercies."
" Kindness" is another part of the adornment of GOD'S elect.
"The kindness and love of GOD our SAVIOUR" hath been displayed
towards us. As the outcome of that kindness He hath saved us
according to His mercy and justified us by His grace (Titus iii. 4-7).
The exceeding riches of His grace are seen in " His kindness towards
us through CHRIST JESUS" (Eph. ii. 7). As GoD hath shown
kindness towards us, we are to manifest kindness towards each
other.
The nen item of this adornment is " humbleness 01 mind." The
Greek word for this means, "the having a humble opinion 01 one's
sell,. a deep sense 01 one's (moral) littleness,. 1rwi1esty, humility,
lowliness 01 mind." Our LORD was "meek and lowly in heart."
How much more should we be so. What have we that we did
not receive ~ We are always" debtors to mercy alone." Yet
how prone we are to cherish thoughts of pride. How prone we are
to appropriate to ourselves the honour that is due only to the
Name of our GOD. Ah, we need to be exhorted to put on" humbleness of mind." The Apostle Paul served the LORD "with all
humility 01 mind" (Acts xx. 19). He uses the word for" humbleness of mind," in three of the Epistles he wrote from his prison
in Rome. As the prisoner of the LORD he besought the Ephesians
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to walk "with all lowliness and meekness." To the Philippians
he said, "In lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves." To the Colossians he said, "put on . . . htl'mbleness of m·ina" (See Ephes. iv. 2; Phil. ii. 3; Col. iii. 12). Peter
also used the same word when he said, " Be clothed with humility:
for GOD resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble"
(1 Peter v. 5). How much we need to be reminded of our need of
humility. All our powers of body, mind and soul, and all our
spiritual graces are entirely from GOD. We need, therefore, without any reservation to say, and to say always, "Not unto us, 0
LORD, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory" (Ps. cxv. 1).
Walking in pride ill becomes the elect people of GOD.
The next item of our adornment is "meekness." The Greek
word means" gentleness, mildness, meemness." Our LORD exhorts
His people to learn of Him, "for," He says, "I am meek and
lowly in heart." He pronounces a blessing on the meek. "They,"
He says, "shall inherit the earth" (Matt. v. 5). Some of GOD'S
children are naturally very sensitive. They feel keenly any ungentle treatment. Gentleness and mildness of manner need to be
cultivated. They need to be put on. They need to be part of
our adornment. This meekness is specially called for in our treatment of an erring brother or sister. The Apostle Paul says,
" Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted" (Gal. vi. 1). Meekness must characterize "the servant of the LORD" in controversy. Nothing of
the flesh should appear in our dealings with others. " In meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves; if GOD peradventure
will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth"
(2 Tim. ii. 25). The" man of GOD" is to " follow after" meekness
(1 Tirn. vi. 11), and he is to put his hearers in mind, "to speak evil
of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto
all men" (Titus iii. 1, 2). Who is sufficient to adorn himself with
this grace? Not one. But" the fruit of the Spirit ... is meekness" (Gal. v. 22, 23). Through the Spirit's power we can put
on meekness as part of our adornment.
We now come to "longsufjering." LongsufEering is a Divine
attribute. "The 10ngsufEering of GOD waited in the days of Noah,
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while the ark was a preparing" (1 Peter iii. 20). He paused long
ere He overwhelmed the world of the ungodly. Were it not for
His longsuffering we should all be in hell. But" the longsuffering
of our LORD is salvation." He" is longsuffering to us-ward,"
not willing that any of us should perish, but that all His people
should come to repentance. That is the reason why He does not
return at once. He wishes to bring all His sheep into the fold.
He wishes to accomplish the number of His elect (See 2 Peter
iii. 9, 15; John x. 16). Blessed be His Name that He is a longsuffering SAVIOUR. Where should we be if He were not longsuffering ~ Every saved sinner is a monument of the longsuffering of
CHRIST towards His people. He showed forth all longsuffering to
Saul of Tarsus for the encouragement of other sinners who might
feel they were too far gone for His saving mercy. Well, if the
LoRD is longsuffering towards us, should not we be longsuffering
towards one another ~ We are to be adorned with His grace.
Timothy was to "reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsufjerinq
and doctrine," and all the LORn's peoplll are to walk worthy of
their vocation" with longsufjering, forbearing one another in love"
(Ephes. iv. 2). Longsuffering is a fruit of the Spirit, and we need
to pray that we may be "strengthened with all might, according
to His glorious power, unto all patience and longsufjering with
joyfulness" (Col. i. 11).
Notice the words" with joyfulness." We feel inclined to be
irritated with some of GoD'S people. They are so peculiar. We
remember a fellow-curate saying of another clergyman who was
rather peculiar that he always felt " inclined to kick him" when
he came in contact with him. Our longsuffering towards each
other, however, is to be accompanied with joyfulness. We are
to be joyful even when we come across irritating people. This
longsuffering issues in " forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel (or complaint) against any."
"Even as CHRIST forgave you, so also do ye." We may have just
cause of complaint against one of the brethren. He may not have
fulfilled a promise. He may have kept you waiting an hour instead
of being punctual. He may not have answered your letter. In a
hundred ways he may have been unkind or wanting in kindness,
and he may have added to his sin by being wholly insensible of it
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or indifferent to it. Yet we are to be longsuffering and forbearing.
We are to forgive one another even as CHRIST hath forgiven us.
The flesh would say, " cut him, have nothing more to do with him,
<- ignore him."
"But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if
so be that the Spirit of GOD dwell in you." Hence we are to put
away all bitterness, anger, clamour and evil-speaking, and we are
to be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as GOD for CHRIST'S sake hath forgiven us (Ephes. iv. 31, 32).
Well, you say, this is a high standard. I wonder if the Editor of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE practises what he is preaching to us. That
is not the point. All GOD'S people, writers as well as readers,
are addressed in these Epistles. We must all feel how we fail to
reach this high standard, but shall we not all seek humbly before
God for that power of His Spirit by which we shall be enabled to
put on these adorning graces ~
" Above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of pe;rfectness. "
Charity or love is to be put on as " an upper garment, IXYInpleting
and keeping together the whole suit, which without it would be
loose" (Fausset). "This is the upper garment that covers all
the rest" (Dr. Gill). Above and over bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness and longsuffering we are to
put on charity or love. Love is the great evidence that we have
passed from death unto life. Love is longsuffering, kind, humble,
unselfish, forbearing. (See 1 Cor. xiii. 4-7). Without love none
of the other graces can exist. If love characterizes us then we
shall manifest compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering, and forbearance. Love, therefore, is "the bond or tie,
which makes and secures the' perfectness' wholeness, fullness, harmony, of the Christian character, both in the individual and in
society" (Moule). Thus if we put on love we are full grown
Christians in proportion as we manifest it towards the brethren.
Here again we feel our own insufficiency. But" the fruit of the
Spirit is love," and if He is dwelling in our hearts He will enable
us more or less fully to walk in love, and to put on love as our
distinguishing adornment. Ye, then, who are the elect of GOD,
ye holy and beloved ones, seek to put on these graces. Give
attention to this spiritual adornment. Be it your daily desire and
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prayer that enabling grace may be given you to put on those
spiritual graces which give evidence that you are GOD'S elect people
who have been called out of darkness into His marvellous light.
"I want that adorning Divine
Thou only, my GOD, canst bestow;
I want in those beautiful garments to shine,
Which distinguish Thy household below."
(CharloUe EllioU).
Whitinqton Vicaraqe,
Stoke Fern}, Norfolk.

EDITOR
(Thomas Houqhton).
THE

REGENERATION WHOLLY THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT.
THAT man owes his renovation to the effectual supernatural operatiop
of the Holy Spirit, is evident enough from what has been already
said. Any synergism or co-operation on man's side in the first instance
would necessarily presuppose the existence of powers and faculties
in prder to effect that co-operation. But in the explicit statements of
Scripture man is represented as impotent, nay, dead in trespasses and
sins (Ephes. ii. 1); thus rendering co-operative action toward his own
resuscitation impossible, and ouly an absurd idea. On the contrary,
the Scripture emphatically describes the Divine action of the Spirit
as working in us to will and to do (Phi!. ii. 13). But whether He
works in us to will, or subsequently works with us when we are enabled
to will, the entire glory of regeneration and of conversion belongs to
the Spirit of God. There is no middle ground, no intermediate stage
between death and life, between conversion and non-conversion; for
the origin of spiritual life must· be instantaneous. It is compared to
creation (Ps. Ii. 10; Eph. ii. 10); it is compared to resurrection
(Ephes. i. 19); it is a making alive which God works in us without
our aid. Without the regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, man is
" neither able nor willing to return to God" nor to receive the Lord
Jesus as his Saviour; but it must by no means be inferred that after
the Spirit of God has done His part it still remains in the power of man
to be regenerated or not, to believe or not believe: for the Spirit
. works a supernatural operation, and compares it to creation or resurrection. All who share in it are effectually converted and actually
believe. The Spirit does not merely bestow the power or ability to
believe, and then waits till man in the exercise of his own free will
accepts the terms and actually believes; for the Spirit's efficacious
grace produces both the will to believe and also the act of believing.
The man who is the subject of the change is the party on whom
creative omnipotence acts, to the exclusion of all mental preparations
on man's side-for he is only receptive-and all merits of congruity
of every description.-(Smeaton's Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, pp.
215, 216).
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THE LORD STIRRING UP HIS PEOPLE.
" Ana the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedcch,
the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people;
and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts,
their God."-HAGGAI i. 14.

THE prophet Haggai was one of the prophets of the Restoration
from the Babylonian Captivity. His book consists of four prophecies, all uttered during a period of four months in the second
year of Darius, king of Persia.
At this time the Jews had been back in their own land for about
sixteen years. In the second year following their return they had
laid the foundation of the house of the Lord (Ezra iii. 8-11). In
consequence, however, of the opposition of the Samaritans, they
discontinued the work, and it remained in abeyance for about
fourteen years (Ezra iv.). No doubt at first the opposition was so
strong that they were obliged to cease building the temple, but they
knew that the decree of Cyrus had been issued with the express
object of their returning to Jerusalem to re-build the Lord's house
(Ezra i. 2, 3). Greater zeal, therefore, for the Lord's cause would have
stimulated the Jews to send messengers to the king reminding him
of this decree, with the result that the opposition would have been
made to cease. The Jews, however, gave way to indifference, love
of ease and luxury, and for fourteen years the work of building
the Lord's house ceased. .
.
At last, however, the word of the Lord came to Haggai, and he
rebuked them for their sin, and reminded them that lack of prosperity was due to their sin in neglecting the Lord's work. This
message led to their repentance. They" obeyed the voice of the
Lord their God, and the words. of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord
their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the Lord"
(Hag. i. 12). What a mercy when God's word conies home with
convicting power to our hearts!
Influenced by the Divine message, and by the internal working
of the Spirit oil their hearts, the people " came and did work in
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the house of the Lord of hosts, their God." The Lord stirred them
up. This is the topic on which we now desire to write.
The Lord's people to-day often need stirring up. We are all
prone to get slack, cold, worldly and indifferent. We frequently
need, therefore, to be revived, quickened, and energized afresh.
The Word of God needs to come to us in power, and in the Holy
Ghost. With Dr. Watts we need to pray:"Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers,
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.
"Look how we grovel here below,
Fond of these earthly toys:
Our souls-how heavily they goTo reach eternal joys."
The Lord's people need to be continually pulled up by the Word
of God, and quickened, revived, and stirred up by His Spirit.
1. First, let us notice that the Lord stirred up those who were already
His people to enfJlUJe in His work.
Zerubbabel, Joshua, and all the remnant of the people were Jews.
They belonged to the beloved, chosen and redeemed race. It was
His Own people whom the Lord stirred up to do His work. When
first they began to re-build the temple, the Samaritans offered to
join them in the work, but their offer was refused (Ezra iv. 1-3).
The people of God declined to accept their co-operation. Here is
a principle for God's people to-day. The chosen nation is a type
of the Church of God, chosen out of all kindreds, races, peoples,
and tongues. The re-building of the temple was a type of the
building of the spiritual temple now in process of erection. That
spiritual temple is made up of living stones which are, by Divine
grace, brought into union with Christ, the great Foundation Stone
of the spiritual temple. Those stones "are built up a spiritual
house." They" are builded together for an habitation of God,
through the Spirit." Christ Himself is the Builder. "Upon this
Rock," He says, "I will build My Church." But He uses human
instruments as means to call out His people. The instruments
which He employs are His Own saved people. Before He sent
Saul of Tarsus to preach Him among the Gentiles, He called him
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by His grace. The same was true of the apostles whom He commissioned to preach the Gospel to every creature. It is the Lord's
way to send. spiritual men to engage in spiritual work; and it is
such men and women whom He stirs up to that end. If we encourage unconverted persons to engage in the Lord's work we
are departing from a Bible principle. "Be ye not unequally yoked
together, with unbelievers," is the Divinely-inspired injunction.
" What agreement hath the temple of God with idols?" "What
communion hath light with darkness?" "Be ye separate, saith
the Lord" (2 Cor. vi, 14-17). The work of God cannot be helped
forward by co-operating with the world. It is to the saints that
the apostle says, "Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
2. Secondly, the Lord stirred up all His people to engage in His
work.
His quickening power was brought to bear upon Zerubbabel, the
governor of J udah, Joshua, the high priest, and all the remnant of
the people. Thus the work of the Lord should not be left to
ministers and to the leading men of the Church. All believers
should take an interest
. in it. All should be concerned about the
spiritual work of bnilding up the great spiritual temple. The great
work of the Church is not philanthropic, nor is it to amuse and
entertain men. It is to preach the Gospel of the grace of God
with a view to turning men " from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified" by faith
that is in Christ (Acts xxvi. 18). All believers in their own sphere
can share in this work. Parents can bear testimony to their
children and servants. The truths of the Gospel can be made
known to friends. Influence can be bro'1ght to bear upon many
to bring them under the sound of the pure truth of the Gospel.
An example can be set to others by regularly attending twice every
Lord's Day those places where the Gospel is preached. The rank
and file of believers can pray for the Divine blessing on the preach·
ing of the Word. They can hold up the Minister's hands by
fervently crying unto God on his behalf. They can give to the
LORD'S work. Moreover, as it is GOD'S declared purpose to gather
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out His people from every part of the earth all believers should
manifest a prayerful and practical concern for the Divine blessing
on the preaching of the Word in all the dark places of the earth.
Think of the zeal of God's saints in apostolic times. So great
was their devotion, so earnestly did they seek to obey their Lord's
command that the Apostle Paul could say that the Gospel " was
preached to every creature under heaven" (Col. i. 23). The words,
as Dr. Gill suggests, may merely mean that the Gospel "was
preached far and near, in all places all over the world, to the
Gentiles as well as the Jews." Who can read the life of Whitefield,
and not be impressed with his great zeal in preaching the Gospel
of Divine grace all over England, in Scotland, and even in many
parts of America? His labours in the Lord's vineyard were incessant. Do we not all need to be stirred up in reference to the
work of the Lord ?
3. Thirdly, the Lord stirred up His people from lethargy, inditJeretlOO and love of ease.
The work of building the house of the Lord had been in abeyance
for about fourteen years, and the Lord's people had got careless,
cold, and indifferent in reference to it. Possibly some of them
were getting uncomfortable about their coldness and indifference,
and they may have timidly suggested that the work should be
re-commenced, but they said, "The time is not come, the time
that the Lord's house should be built." They took good care,
however, to build their own houses. "Is it time for you, 0 ye,
to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? Now
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways."
The Lord had a controversy with them, and He was chastising
them for their indifference to His work, and their love of selfish
ease and luxury. Things were not prospering with them. They
sowed much, but the harvest was small. They ate, but they had
not enough. They drank, but their thirst was not quenched. He
that earned wages put it into a bag with holes. It seemed as if
everything was against them. Why were they thus tried? Hear
the Lord's answer. "Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider
your ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build
the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified,
saith the Lord. Ye looked for much, and, 10, it came to little;
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llnd when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why ~ saith
the Lord of hosts. Because of Mine house that is waste, and ye
);un every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over
you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.
And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains,
and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and
upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and
upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands" (Haggai i. 2-11).
These are solemn words. They show that there is a close connection between sin and suffering. They show that the Lord
chastises His Own people for their sins, and that there is a close
connection between devotedness in the Lord's service and temporal
prosperity. "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth
shall be watered also himself" (Prov. xi. 24, 25). If we set our
minds unduly on our own earthly ease and comfort, and think
too little of the Lord's cause, work and kingdom, God will withhold
many earthly blessings from us. Out of love to our souls He will
chasten us. On the other hand, oUr Lord says to His people,
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. vi. 33). We need
to remember the words of the Shorter Catechism. "Man's chief
end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever." Our chief aim
in life should be to glorify God, to do His will, and to seek the
interests of His kingdom. Our temporal interests will never suffer,
if we put His glory first. "They that seek the Lord shall not
want any good thing" (Ps. xxxiv. 10).
Ah, we too, may need to be stirred up from spiritual sloth,
lethargy, indifference to the Lord's cause and selfish love of ease.
4. Fourthly, the Lord stirred up His people by means of His Word
and His Spirit.
The Word of the Lord came to them by Haggai the prophet.
It was a word of rebuke for their coldness, indifference, and love
of ease. It was a word of exhortation to consider their ways. It
was a word of truth as to the real cause of their temporal troubles.
It was a convicting word. But it was not the word without the
Spirit. There was Divine action upon" the spirit of Zerubbabel,"
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" the spirit of Joshua," and" the spirit of all the remnant of the
people." There was an internal stirring of their hearts by the
Lord. In other words He operated by His Spirit on the hearts of
His people. Thus the Word came to them in power and in the
Holy Ghost, and they " obeyed the voice of the Lord their God,
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had
sent him, and the people did fear before the Lord" (verse .12).
They reverenced the Lord. They trembled at His Word. They
hearkened: they obeyed. The revival came through the Word
and the operation of the Divine Spirit. So it is always. The
great Evangelical Revival in the eighteenth century was brought
about through the preaching of the Word accompanied with the
quickening and regenerating power of the Holy Ghost.
On the other hand, lethargy, coldness, indifference to the Lord's
cause and work, and love of earthly ease may be due to a gradual
neglect of the daily, prayerful reading and pondering of the Word
of God, and the neglect of Sabbath privileges. The reading of
the Word may be allowed only a very hurried place in our lives.
It may be almost crowded out by our business, our domestic duties,
and our other reading. Prayer may occupy only a very subordinate place, instead of being continuous throughout each day.
Fellowship with God's people in the public services on the Lord's
Day may be partially neglected. Thus the Lord's people may.
leave their first love, and it may be said of some of them, They
are not what they once were. They have got slack, cold, indifferent,
worldly. Ab, here lies danger. We need indeed to take heed
lest the world, the flesh, and the devil gain the mastery over us.
The Spirit operates with the Word. For want of regular feeding
on the Word we are sure to get into a weak state. The soul as
well as the body needs regular nourishment. But the Word without the Spirit has no effect upon our hearts. Hence we need the
stirrings of God's Spirit. We need the quickening of the Holy
Ghost. We need the Divine application of the Word to our hearts.
" It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure" (PhiL ii. 13). Only God Himself by His Spirit
can quicken and revive us. Our prayer should be, "Wilt Thou
not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee?"
" Quicken Thou me aooording to Thy Word" (Ps.lxxxv. 6; cxix.25).
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Not apart from the Word, but according to His Word does the
Lord quicken and revive His people. "I will never forget Thy
precepts: for with them Thou hast quickened me" (Ps. cxix. 93).
5. Lastly, the Di'IJine stirring up was accompanied with an en.
.
couragwg prom~se .
•
" Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the Lord's message
unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the Lord." On
re-commencing the Lord's work they would still need His presence.
Fresh opposition came, as we learn from the book of Ezra. "Blit
the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they
could not cause them to cease" the work (Ezra v. 1-5). In view
of further difficulties the Lord said to them by Haggai, "Yet now
be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, 0 Joshua,
son of J osedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of
the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the
Lord of hosts" (Haggai ii. 4).
.
We may, therefore, count upon the· Lord's presence and power.,
wisdom and grace, when we engage in His work. That work may
be lonely, difficult, and at times seemingly fruitless, but He is with
the worker. His promise is "Lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world" (Matt. xxviii. 20). And why is He
with His people·~ Not only to strengthen and guide them, but
to bring the work to a completion. The second temple was eventually built. "This house was finished on the third day of the
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius
the king" (Ezra vi. 15). In like manner the spiritual temple shall
be completed. Every. elect and living stone shall eventually occupy
its predestined place, and the great Divine Builder "shall bring
forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace
unto it" (Zech. iv. 7).
Thus if we through a Divine stirring up abound in the work of
the Lord, we know that our " labour is not in vain in the Lord."
May the God of peace make both writer and readers "perfect in
every good work to do His will, working in us that which is wellpleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ" (Heb. xiii. 21).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" That I may cause them that love Me to inherit substance,. and I will
fill their treasures."-PROV. viii. 21.
My thoughts reverted to this word whilst reading of " riches" in the
New Testament. The Hebrew for substance signifies that which is.
The Italian might render it The True Being, and the Gre'ek would
translate it Salvation. And all this is wrapped up in a precious Christ,
Who is the Sum and Substance of the Gospel, the great and eternal
One, the I Am, and Who is also His people's Salvation and Desire, 'in
Whom they possess all things, the true riches, the enduring inheritance.
"With Him" the Father has given freely "all things" unto His
people. He can withhold no good thing from His upright ones. He
not only gives mercy, but He is rich in mercy toward His people. And
in connection with this word riches we find His glorious attributes as
put forth on behalf of His people, whom He delights to bless. He not
only gives, but gives liberally. He not only blesses, but He blesses
richly. That is it which the apostle desired to preach among the
Gentiles,. even" the unsearchable riches of Christ," that Christ might
be glorified in His people's salvation. The subjects of this salvation
are" to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us
accepted in the beloved. In Whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace"
(Eph. i. 6, 7). As though he could not speak of this grace as he desires,
the Apostle Paul in the next chapter testifies of " the exceeding riches
of His grace." Not only grace-that is Divinely wonderful-but
" the riches of His grace." That, too, is like their Author. And yet
there is more treasured up in our all-bountiful Giver. His treasury
contains exceeding riches of grace. All this is for poor hell-deserving
sinners, who will find" Eternity too short to utter half His praise."
It is when the heart goes out a little in adoring gratitude to the Author
and Giver of all our mercies, that we exclaim with the prophet l\1icah,
" Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage 1 He retaineth not
His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy."
Thus we see put forth for His people" the riches of His grace," and
" the exceeding riches of that grace" and" the riches of His goodness."
Nor is that all. His people are poor, ignorant, blind, and so sadly
forgetful of what little they have learned. But here again comes in
the exceeding riches of His grace and goodness. "Christ is made unto
us wisdom," and the apostle seems lost in contemplation and bursts
forth in praise, " 0, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). Riches of wisdom, then, are
added to the saints' possessions from the storehouse of their Heavenly
Joseph ! '
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And next comes in the word for the comfort of some ready-to-halt
children of God, "who in their best room would gladly receive Him,
but fear to presume."
They lack assurance, and hence they get no comfort under the reading
of the Word and the preaching of the everlasting Gospel. The apostle
prays, " That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of
Christ; in Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"
(Col. ii. 2, 3). That is where and in Whom the riches of His children's
assurance lie. Then let us seek the grace, dear friends, to look off
from self to Christ, to cease from looking within and to look to Him
Who is the all and in all of His people's salvation and their alone
satisfying portion.
These subjects of His rich grace, if thus blessed in time, will also be
blessed eternally. He, Who" will give grace and glory," has glory in
store for everyone of His grace-taught travellers Zionward. They
have been born from above. Their inheritance is laid up for them in
heaveu. Their" conversation" is already there, and their Representative and Head, seated in the heavenlies, draws their hearts and
affections upward to where He is and where they one day will also be.
This is what the Apostle Paul so plainly declares in Rom. ix. 23, " And
that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of
mercy, which He hath afore prepared unto glory."
And again, he prays that unto the Colossian brethren whom he is
addressing, " God would make known what is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory" (Col. i. 27). "The riches of the glory!" We cry out in our
poverty and ignorance that we cannot attain unto it. It is too high to
grasp, too stupendous the thought that such grovelling worms of the
earth should know anything of "the riches of the glory." But see
how all-lovingly, all-compassionately it is made known to us in measure,
" which is Christ in you, the hope of glory." There are the " riches
of glory" treasured up in our Blessed Head. And He is there to
undertake our cause and supply all our need and give us sweet foretastes and an earnest of our inheritance. "But my God shall supply
all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil..iv.
19). Riches of glory! and" riches in glory!" Child of .God, can
you in any humble measure grasp these high and holy and blessed
truths 1 It is certainly treading on delectable ground. Like Christian
and Hopeful coming in sight of the Celestial City, " to joys substantial
and Divine," we would cry out too, " If ye see my Beloved, tell Him
I am sick of love." To have a little longing, a sweet foretaste of what
these riches in and of the glory by Christ Jesus must be, is to long for
full fruition of Jesus in glory. And His children are constituted sons of
God by blessed adoption and joint heirs of Jesus Christ, to whom are
addressed the words of my text, " That I may cause them that love
Me to inherit substance, and I will fill their treasures." That is riches
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beyond what earth can furnish. True it is that" not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called," but
God has His rich ones in the earth, and they are appointed unto their
position. We know how Joseph of Arimathrea had abundance of
riches and yet grace in the heart. Our God is able to make all grace
to abound, and where He gives earthly riches and grace to use them
aright, truly blessed and honoured is that man to be thus used of his
God. Zacchreus was another of whom we read that he was" a rich
man." But when salvation came to his house in the day when Jesus
visited it, from that hour Zacchreus recognized his stewardship and
said, "Henceforth, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor.'"
Riches sanctified can bless both the receiver and the Giver. We bless
God for those whose liberality has abounded in the support of our
many worthy societies, in the up-keep of this time-honoured magazine,
and for their help to many a hidden saint in dire need and straits.
But it is often" the poor of this world" who are found" rich in faith."
God is no respecter of persons. It is His own redeemed, blood-bought,
ransomed children who shall inherit substance. We have thus
endeavoured to trace out from Holy Scripture the "true riches," the
unsearchable riches of Christ, the riches of His grace, the riches of
His goodness, the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God,
all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, and the riches
of His glory. Nor can we pass over the profound truth that all these
" riches" come to the saints from Him Who "though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might
be rich."
Thus our riches were at the expense of His poverty. He Who laid
aside His glory, and became the Man of Sorrows and the suffering
Saviour, thus suffered that His children" might be rich." Amazing
love! Transcending grace! Shall we quarrel with the way and
means whereby we are enriched? "If Christ my Lord suffered, shall
I repine" if these riches are made mine mostly in the day of adversity,
in the time of Borrow, in sharp and bitter trial? Is it not then that
we feel the need and find the blessedness of the riches of His grace, the
riches of His mercy, the riches of His goodness and wisdom, and the
riches of Him Who amid the dying, fleeting, changing things of time
has said, " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"? Having Christ
we" possess all things." Thus we can, in some small measure, but with
joyous gratitude, enter into the blessed truth of our text, " That I may
cause them that love Me to inherit substance, and I will fill their
treasures." Nor, in the contemplation of the exceeding riches of His
grace which have woven out the garments of salvation in which He
hath clothed His people, must we overlook the truth of Christ's own
reward in Heaven. There the Father" hath highly exalted Him " for
the excellency and perfection of His work on earth, and there angels
and archangels and all the redeemed host ceaselessly say of Jesus,
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing."
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Snmonll anb 'Notell of ,Sermonll.
" WATER FROM THE WELL OF BETHLEHEM."
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, LLOYDMINSTER (SASK.),
CANADA, ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1923, BY
THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D.
" And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the
water of the weU of Bethlehem, that is at the gate 1-1 CHRON. xi. 17.

TO-DAY God's believing people think of Bethlehem, and commemorate
the birthday of One born there, Who is the Messiah, or Christ; the
King of the Jews; the Saviour of the world; "The Word" Who
"was in the beginning with God, and was God," and Who in the
fulness of time "became flesh, and tabernacled amongst us, full of
grace and truth." In Matt. ii. 1 we read, " Now when Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of Judea." In BETHLEHEM, the place where it was
predicted Christ was to be born, according to the Lord's words by
Micah the Prophet, given some six hundred years previously.
When the wise men from the east came to Jerusalem they inquired
where He was, for it had been revealed to them that" The King of
the Jews" was born. The wicked king Herod was troubled, and called
upon the chief priests and scribes to tell him where their expected
Messiah should be born. "And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of
Judea : f01' thus it is written by the prophet, , And thou Bethlehem, land
of Judah, art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: for out.
of thee shall come forth a governor, which shall be shepherd of my
people Israel' " (Matt. 2, 5, 6, R.V.). It is indisputable that at the
time when Christ was born, and long before, this prophecy was believecl
by the Jews to foretell the birthplace of Messiah. This is further
corroborated by what we read in John vii. 41, 42, " Others said (of
Jesus), This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of
Galilee 1 H ath not the Scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed
of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was 1 "
Afterwards, in their rejection of their true Messiah, the Jews tried
to explain away the prophecy.
Let me then speak briefly of the glorious Person of Him Who was
born at Bethlehem, and may the Holy Spirit deign to grant that His
people here present may spiritually drink of the water of this well,
for He it was Who cried aloud in Jerusalem, at the Feast of Tabernacles,
" If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink."
1. He was truly Man as to His human nature, yet altogether without
-apart from-sin. There is no need to dwell upon this, as this truth
is one not often controverted at the present day. Rather, Satan's
attacks are now directed against the truth of the miraculous birth and
essential Deity of our Lord. But God's people throughout the
centuries, since the birth of Christ, have believed the verity expressed
in that most ancient of creeds known as the Apostle's Creed (because

"
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it contains Apostolic doctrine), viz., "I believe in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary," and in that beautiful ancient hymn, going back
to the fourth or fifth century, known as the Te Deum, "Thou art
the King of Glory, 0 Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son of the
Father. When thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man, thou didst
not abhor the Virgin's womb."
"Modernists," so-called, but better designated, as of old, Infidels.,
deny this fundamental article of the faith, but all true Christians
llelieve it, not because the Church teaches it; not because it is expressed
in any creed, however ancient; but because it can be proved "by
most certain warrants of Holy Scripture." "Fear not," said the
angel of the Lord to Joseph, to whom Mary the mother of Jesus was
espoused, " Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth
a Son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS (i.e., Jehovah the Saviour),
for He shall save His people from their sins.. Now all this was done,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,
saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, GOD WITH us."
2. It follows, then, that He Who was born at Bethlehem was truly
GOD-God manifest in the flesh-Perfect God and perfect Man.
We see this in the prophecy of Micah before referred to, where it is
said of the One Who should be born at Bethlehem-" the Shepherd of
Israel "-that His " goings forth are from of old from everlasting."
For as the Apostle Paul wrote, He is " the Second Man, the Lord from
heaven."

It is surely not insignificant that the meaning of the name Bethlehem is " House of Bread," inasmuch as Christ Who was born there
was the true Bread from heaven, as He told the Jews (John vi. 32, 33),
" My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread
of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto
the world." "I am the bread of life" (verse 35).
Christ claimed to be the Son of God; His miracles manifested ,His
Deity; and His resurrection from the dead proved it. And then, as
we learn from the Gospel history, His words were fulfilled: "What
and if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend up where He was bifore"
(John vi. 62).
3. Our Lord Jesus Christ WllO was born at Bethlehem is " JESUS,"
that is, Jehovah, the Saviour: Oshea or Hoshea is the Hebrew name
for Saviour. This was the name of Joshua, at first, but as we learn
from Numbers xiii. 16, "Moses called Oshea the son of Nun, Jehoshua."
Now Jehoshua, or Joshua, is the name Oshea with Jah, i.e., Jehovah,
or God, prefixed, and as Jesus is the Greek equivalent for Joshua, we
have an unfolding of the meaning of this precious name, viz., JEHOVAH
(THE) SAVIOUR or JEHOVAH WHO (rs) SALVATION. The Lord Jesus is
salvation's well, as He said: "He that believeth on Me shall never
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thirst." "The water of the well of Bethlehem" may well -bear the
spiritual meaning of the water of salvation flowing from Him.
.. Oh Christ He is the fountain,
The deep sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above."
" Behold," we read in Isa. xii. 2, 3, " Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength
and my song; He also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."
" Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of
Bethlehem, that is at the gate"! Is it too far-fetched to say that
these words bear a deep spiritual meaning, and describe the longing
of a soul spiritually athirst after Christ, and His great salvation 1 I
think not. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." Here is a
draught of pure soul-refreshing water from Bethlehem's well! It is
to be proclaimed to all sinners of Adam's race, and it is free to all
who are spirituallY- athirst, "Let him that is athirst come: whosoever will (is willing) let him take of the water of life freely" (Rev.
xxii. 17).
That eminent servant of God, the late Horatius Bonar thus describes
the experience of spirit-taught souls :"I heard the voice of Jesus say,
Behold I freely give
The living water; thirsty one
Stoop down and drink and live!
I came to Jesus and I drank
Of that Iife·giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in Him."
If this has been your experience, dear brethren, you can find no real
satisfaction in the things of the world-the pursuit of wealth, carnal
pleasures, sensual delights. Alas! that even the true children of God
are sometimes dragged down by these things, robbing them of "the
joy of the Lord," beclouding their souls, and oftentimes causing the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme!
How necessary for us all to act upon the Apostolic counsel,
" Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in
you, except ye be reprobates 1 " (2 Cor. xiii. 5), and likewise, to listen
to the apostolic warning, " Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any
of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
But exhort one another daily while it is called to-day; lest any of
you be hardened' through the deceitfulness of sin " (Heb. iii. 12, 13).
In conclusion, the Lord Jesus Christ Who was born at Bethlehem,
is the One for' Whom the Church of God waits, and to His tried and
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tempest-tossed saints, the hope of His coming is as a draught of
"water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate." Have
you no desire for the Lord's return? Do you not" Love His appearing "? Then your "spot is not the spot of His children"! (Deut.
xxxii. 5). Sorrow filled the hearts of the Lord's disciples, when He
told them that He would soon leave them, but He comforted them
by saying, " Let not your heart be troubled. . . . I will come again
-and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also"
(John xiv. 1-3). And so the Apostle Paul to whom was given a
special revelation of the manner of the Lord's coming for all His saints,
concludes this Divine co=unication of truth with the exhortation,
" Wherefore comfort one another with these words" (See 1 Thess. iv.
13-18).
I have tried, brethren, to give you, briefly, the substance of the
Christmas message. He whose birthday we this day commemorate,
whose name, Divinely given, is " JESUS," is " the Lord from heaven,"
the Son of God, the Son of Man, God and Man, one Christ. He is
-the only Saviour of sinners of mankind, whom He saved when He
" GAVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR MANY." He is the Blessed One for
Whom His people, and all creation, wait, Whose last words, spoken
from heaven, are, "Surely I come quickly" (Rev. xxii. 20).
If, by grace, you receive the message, and believe it in your hearts,
and are ready to confess Christ before men, it brings to you soul
satisfaction; it is Gospelr-good news from God-and you have,
spiritually, drunk from "the water of the well of Bethlehem"; for
as we read in the Book of the Proverbs, " As cold waters to a thirsty
soill, so is good news from a far country" (Prov. xxv. 25). May the
Lord, the Holy Spirit, graciously bless His Own Word. Amen.

UNIVERSAL FATHERHOOD.
JAN "old reader" of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE who does not give his
name, has sent us a cutting from the British Weekly of Jan. 10th,
in which Professor David Smith, of Belfast, makes the following
statement :"The Fatherhood of God, then, is as wide as humanity. The
children of men, created in His image, are all His children. A believer
is a son of God, and so also is an unbeliever; and the difference, the
radical and momentous difference, between them is that the unbeliever
is a lost son still lost, while the believer is a son once lost who has
returned home."
Our correspondent asks us what we think of this doctrine. We give
a brief reply.
We fail to find such a doct1'ine in Scripture.
The parable of the prodigal son is referred to in proof. We think
that our Lord did not tell that parable to teach the full truth about
sonship and the Fatherhood of God. The three parables of Luke xv.
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were told by our Lord to justify His grace towards publicans and
sinners (verse 2). The Pharisees :and scribes murmured because He
received such characters and ate with them. The Pharisees were selfrighteous and claimed to need no repentance. Our Lord took them
on their own ground, and showed that, assuming that they were
righteous, they had no need of Him. Just as a shepherd is concerned
about the lost sheep, so Christ was concerned about lost sinners. In
fact it was such whom He came both to seek and to save.
So, in like manner, an earthly father is concerned about a son who
has wandered into paths of sin, and welcomes the penitent son on his
return. Christ also welcomes the weary, sin-burdened, awakened and
penitent sinner who comes to Him.
The question as to who are God's children is answered in many othe'r
parts of Scripture.
First, they are a people whom He has chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. They are a people whom He has " predestinated
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace."
All such shall have redemption through Christ's blood, the forgiveness
of sins according to the riches of His grace. All such are eventually,
through Divine mercy, quickened and saved by grace, through faith,
and" created in Christ Jesus unto good works," " made nigh' by the
blood of Christ," and become " fellow-citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God" (See Ephes. i. 4-7; ii. 4-10, 13, 19). Surely
it cannot be said that all men, without exception, have the forgiveness
of sins and are made nigh to God by Christ's blood.
. Secondly, they are a people in whom the Holy Ghost dwells and to
whom He bears witness that they are the children of God.
They are born again of the Spirit (John i. 12, 13). The Spirit dwells
in them (Rom. viii. 9). He leads them and bears witness with their
spirits that they are the children of God. Being children, they are
heirs, and are destined for glory (Rom. viii. 14-17, 29, 30).
Surely it cannot be said that all men, without exception, are born
..gain, indwelt and led by the Spirit and destined to be glorified.
Thirdly, they are of people distinct from the "est of the world.
They are beloved of the Father, unrecognized by the world, numbered
now amongst God's children, destined to be conformed to Christ
Whose appearing they long for. They are "the children of God,"
while others are called" the children of the devil" (1 John iii. 1-3,
10; John viii. 44).
Fourthly, they are a people who are in the world but not of it.
They are the wheat, while others in the same professing Church are
the tares. They are " the children of the kingdom" and are to shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father, while the others are
" the children of the wicked one," who are. to be cast into a furnace
of fire. See the solemn teaching of our Lord in Matthew xiii. 38-43..
Fifthly, they are a people to whom the Lord specially speaks in His
Word.
.
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His sermon on the mount is addressed to them. "When He was
set, His disciples came unto Him: and He opened His mouth and
taught them saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit." All His teaching
about the Fatherhood of God in the sermon on the mount is addressed
to His disciples. It is to them He says, " After this manner therefore
pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven" (Matt. v. 1-3; vi. 9).
Lastly, they are a people whom God sent His Son to redeem that
they might, as a consequence, receive the adoption of sons (Gal. iv. 4-7).
The subject is a large oue, but we think we have said enough to
show how unscriptural is the doctrine, now commonly taught, of the
universal Fatherhood of God. The title of one of the sermons of the
late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, based on John viii. 44, was "Universal
Fatherhood A Lie I "
A SPARROW ALONE.
A FEW nights ago, when wakeful and asking God to send a message
for the loved readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, it seemed as if His
voice said almost audibly, " Write on loneliness," and the impression
has remained ever since and if possible deepened. So I have my dear
lonely readers in mind, and I am sure God has, and I pray Him to
guide into all truth for His glory the writer and readers. There are
many lonely ones in the family of God, but they are treading in the
footsteps of Him Who walked alone, prayed alone, Who was misunderstood by foe and friend, Who keenly felt the bitterness, yet
rejoiced in Spirit; for it was suffering for His beloved ones. Many
of us have been bereft of the loved ones of former years, who trod
this rough world by our side. They doubled our joys and halved our
pain. They sheltered and welcomed, they rejoiced and mourned with
us, and, most of all, held sweet communion with us of joys Divine.
Life seems hard and strange in the upheaval of the world in all departments at the present time. Ah! but we are not bereft of God in
Christ: "I am with thee."
" How can I bereaved be
Since I cannot part from Thee?"
In former years a dear writer in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE used to sign
herself " A Sparrow Alone," adopting the Psalmist's language when
he described his attitude, his positions, and himself thus, "I watch,
and am as a sparrow alone upon the housetop."
These words are very suggestive. Dear lonely one, just think of
the position. It is high, " on the housetop." Those of us who have
not had the greater privilege of going to Palestine and seeing the houses
with their delightful flat roofs, fenced all round, have, nevertheless,
had the lesser privilege of seeing in the Palestine exhibitions in England
the reproductions of these houses, and can understand the tranquil
situation, the blue sky above, the turmoil of earth below, the possibly
beautiful prospect around, and how lovely it must seem, and how
exposed also-yet, with a friend, what delightful seclusion!
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We read that when Samuel first saw Saul he invited him into the
high place of sacrifice, and told him the desire of Israel was upon him,
and Saul did eat with Samuel that day. "When they were come
down from the high place into the city, Samuel communed with Saul
Up01& the top of the house." So it was a place of communion (1 Sam.
ix. 25).
In 2 Kings xix. 26 we read, of " grass on the housetops," the picture
of extreme desola~ion. In Isa. xxii. 1, " What aileth thee now, that
thou art wholly gone up to the housetops 1" Wholly there means
they were in constant fear of foes and therefore continually looking
out to see if the enemy was near. So the housetops were used as
watch towers in time of danger and fear. In Isa. xv. 3, "On the
tops of their houses and in their streets everyone shall howl, weeping
abundantly," and in Jer. xlviii. 38, "There shall be lamentations
generally uponaU the housetops of Moab." Both these passages indicate
that housetops were resorts in days of mourning. In Zeph. i. 5, " I
will cut off ... them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops." Idolatry was practised there.
When our Saviour sent out His disciples He said, " What I tell you .
. . . what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops,"
and again, " That which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be
proclaimed upon the housetops." They were to give free utterance
there to all the truth. Thus housetops were for publicity. You will
l'emember that in Luke v. 19 we read of the paralytic man who was
brought to Jesus to be healed, that" when they could not find by
what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they
went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his
couch into the midst before Jesus." Thus, all impediments removed
from the housetop, he was in the very presence of Jesus. You will
also remember that Rahab hid the two spies that Joshua sent, hid them
on the roof of the house. So the housetop became the place of
safety.
But the sparrow alone upon the housetop, let us return to her.
She was exposed to danger in the open, but she was watching. "I
watch, and am as a sparrow alone." If alone, she was intensely
observanlr--she was watching, waiting, sad, silent. Yet she was high
up on the top of the house. None might see her. None might communicate by voice with her. It was an individual watching. She
was a sparrow alone. And so the dear child of God is not in the rooms
below of company and song, but on the housetop, separated from them,
watching for her Lord Who, invisible to the world, is ever with her.
She watches for Him, watches to see a token of love from Him Who
is her all in all, listens for His voice in the silence. And He is watching
her. He whispers,
" Am I not enough. mine own,
I for ever and alone? "

Yes, indeed, He fills all her heart. We cannot repeat all He says
to her. She is a sparrow alone, and He speaks to MI' heart, His

118

Th~

Gospel Magazine

watching, listening sparrow. Those below have no charm for her.
Her heart is fixed, fixed on "the loved Unseen."
In Psa. lxxxiv. 3 we read, "Yea, the sparrow hath found an house
. . . . even Thine altars, 0 Lord of hosts; my King and my God."
Her house is high and in the holiest. She hath found it. It was
built for her, and here she abides. "Blessed are they that dwell in
Thy house, they will be still praising Thee." Constant intercourse
provides constant praise. She does not remain on the doorstep or
just inside. No! "even Thine altars." And they who are nearest
. find Him dearest.
We know what He said about the sparrows. He Himself gazed
upon them and saw in them His Father's handiwork and care. "Are
not two sparrows sold for a farthing, and one of them shall not fall
on the ground without your Father. . . . Fear not, therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows." .Again, "Are not five sparrows
sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God .
. . . Fear not, ye are of more value than many sparrows." Not one
forgotten. Whether sparrows in numbers or "the sparrow alone,'.'
lWt one. The heart of Jesus went out to lonely people when He was
on earth, and it does still. He knew of that dear woman who came
alone to draw water from the well in Samaria. Therefore He must
needs go through Samaria. The meeting with the apparently unknown
woman was in His plan. When the poor blind man whose eyes He
had opened was cast out, Jesus found him and talked with him. Many
other instances occurred, and He is still J esus-" Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Deal' reader, are you in isolation for the Master's sake 1 Do people
shun you for your zeal in His cause 1 Do they think you "out of
date," " behind the times," " peculiar 1" Remember that He is not
popular in the world, not popular in these inexpressibly sad times,
when His Deity, His Personality, His Word are denied and explained
away. In fact, Antichrist is set up everywhere. This after so many
proofs before our eyes, constantly recurring, that He still controls
events. This must wound Him as it wounds them who love Him and
have been graciously brought into union with Him. They suffer
with Him now. They will triumph with Him by-and-by. Infinitely
better to be out of date with Christ than to be up to date without Him.
There are many types of loneliness, even to the paradox of being
lonely amongst many. But whatever type it is He shares it. You
pray, "Be not silent to me, 0 Lord," and He responds, "Let Me hear
thy voice," and thus in the quaint words of the well-known lines,
"We talk together, my Lord and I." He has much to say to the
listening heart, as many lonely ones have testified. Indeed, He draws
us aside that He may impart much that we cannot hear in the din and
discord of the world around us. "When they were alone, He expounded
all things to His disciples" (Mark iv. 34). At such seasons we shall
find " His smile is sweeter and His love more dear," and that only
heaven is better than to walk with Chl~St alone.
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Who so lonely as He upon earth 1 Even His closest did not understand when He spoke of His sufferings to come. Is there anything
so painful as to speak confidentially to dear ones and they fail to grasp
the import 1 Ah! He knows all about it, dear sparrow alone. You
are on the housetop watching. Tell Him all, and He will tell you
1vondrous things.
'
.
" A little talk with Jesns: how it smooths the rngged road."
This "rugged road" leads to glory with Himself.
NETTlE.
THE TREASURES IN EGYPT.
HEBREWS xi. 26.
RECENT discoveries in the tomb of King Tutankhamen reveal some
remarkable proofs of the splendour of the Egyptian court as Moses
knew it. We have read with amazement of the throne covered with
gold and gems of fabulous value, of ornaments, garments, and symbolic figures, all of the rarest material. Those who had the privilege
of first entering the outer chambers were filled with astonishment at
what they saw, as being beyond their utmost expectation. In the
height of their power the rulers of the land brought together the best
of all from far and near.
Mter the lapse of over thirty centuries we get a remarkable glimpse
of what Moses saw about him daily as he moved in the court of
Pharaoh. Regarded by all as the son of Pharaoh's daughter, what
could he lack either for comfort, or provision l'
Here, however, the purposes of Jehovah, who watched over his
childhood and shielded him from harm and death, are made to appear
more clea-cly. It came into the heart of Moses (Acte vii. 23) to visit the
children of Israel, his brethren. Though he was high in rank and they
were low, they were his brethren. Nothing can serve as a substitute
for this powerful operation of God. "It came into his heart." It
laid hold of his whole being, thoughts, affections and desires. Just so
in the case of all to whom the Lord has a special design with regard to
His own people's welfare. It is not accomplished by human methods
nor organized institutions, however well arranged. Moses became
possessed of Divine faith, planted by the Holy Spirit in his heart, and
he was enabled by it to do the exact opposite of the dictates of human
policy. He refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter any
longer. He turned his back on the treasures of Egypt which had been
at his disposal for forty years, and was content to be and to suffer
whatever the Lord should choose for him.
In place of luxury he would prefer reproach, the reproach of Christ,
and instead of earthly honour, he would pursue a path of humiliation
and trial, looking for a better recompense, that is, a heavenly.
In like manner must the Lord's people in every age view the" present
evil world," with all its accumulated treasures, its seductive pleasures,
and its transient joys.
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They are brought ·to know that, so far as happiness is concerned,
'I

Le"arning, plea.sure, wealth and fame,
All cry out, I It is not here.'"

No, the treasures of Egypt are poor at their best, and cannot satisfy
the longing desires of a new-born soul. The reproach of Christ becomes
to them more precious than fine gold, even the golden wedge of Ophir.
They see in Jesus of Nazareth the greatest treasure; for in Him dwell
" all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." The fear of the Lord
is to them treasure indeed, for it is a preservative from evil both open
and secret. Instead of the visible riches of this world they are favoured
to possess the "treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret
places" (Isa. xlv. 3), that is, the blessings of the Covenant, hid from
the wise and prudent, but revealed to babes in grace.
They are at times so feelingly enriched that they say with the
Psalmist, "I rejoice at Thy Word as one that findeth great spoil"
(Psa. cxix. 162). So we may quietly and contentedly leave that which
constitutes the treasure of the worldly and the godless, while we live
on the Lord's faithfulness to His needy people. He knoweth all our
needs, and will supply them as they arise according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus. Paul was quite content with his own place a6
he surveyed this precious treasure house, and could well recommend
the same to the PhiIippian believers. He could say with truth, " Those
things which were gain to me I count as loss for Christ."
" Compared with Christ, in all beside
No comeliness I see ;
The one thing needful, dearest Lord,
Is to be one with Thee."
Treasures in Egypt are but dung and dross when He captivates the
heart and assures us we are His.
Sale.
W. C.
"YOUR FATHER KNOWETH."
My Father clothes the flocks and herds._
And every living thing;
My Father feeds the little birds,
And they His praises sing.
My Father's every thought and deed
Is full of truth and grace;
My Father knows what things I need
Before I seek His face.
Why should I then have any care
•
About my future days?
He breathes His love into my prayer,
And turns my prayer to praise.
JanuaI'y'lst, 1924.
WILLIAM

WILEMAN.
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IS THERE AN INTERMEDIATE STATE!
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D.,
INCUMBENT OF THE CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
THERE is a widely prevalent idea that when Christians die they go to
some intermediate place. It is assumed that very few Christians are
so good that they are fit to go at once into the presence of God in
heaven, and that there must,· therefore; be some place in which
they can be made fit. The Roman Catholics, who are always very
accommodating in their religion, have invented such a place and they
call it Purgatory. They believe it to be a place of fire where certain
degrees of torture are endured for a longer or shorter period until the
stains of sin have been purged away. The 22nd Article of our Church
does not hesitate to describe this Romish doctrine as " a fond thing
vainly invented and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but
rather repugnant to the word of God." Put into homely phrase,
what the Article asserts is that Purgatory has not a leg to stand on.
It is nothing but a miserable and cruel fraud foisted on men to extract
money out of their pockets. As our " Homily on Prayer" truly says,
" The only Purgatory wherein we must trust to be saved is the death
and blood of Christ, which, if we apprehend with a true and steadfast
faith, it purgeth and cleanseth us from all our sins, even as well as if
He were now hanging on the Cross." But, jf there is no Purgatory,
is there not a Paradise, a plare distinct from Heaven where Christians
go when they die! Is there not an intermediate place in which the
souls of the righteous undergo a deeper cleansing and grow and develop
until they are fit for heaven! The answer to this must be in the
negative. There is abundant evidence in the Word of God to show
that when a Christian dies, he enters at once into the presence of his
Lord, and there is no doubt at all as to where the Lord is. The Lord
is in heaven, whither He entered when He had accomplished the work
of purging our sins. He is " set down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high." He is in no intermediate place. As soon then as the believer
is absent from the body he will be " at home with the Lord" (2 Cor.
v. 8). That is the glorious prospect which the Scripture sets before
him. It is a prospect which altogether transcends our highest thought.
Great as is the peace and joy and blessedness which the Saviour now
gives, it is all as nothing in comparison with what awaits us, when" We
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." We have not to
wait "in Sunny Paradise" to ripen and to be made meet for the
Divine Presence. Oh, no! We are already" justified from all things,"
mooe meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light"
(Col. i. 12). The language of a prayer in our Burial Service which
says that the souls of the faithful after they are delivered from the
burden of the flesh are with Christ in joy and felicity is perhaps the
best explanation of revealed truth that could be given in uninspired
words.
.
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GOD'S VOICE STILL HEARD.
PROVERBS viii. 34.

DOES Eternal Wisdom still speak to men upon earth? Does He
Whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain still condescend to speak
to sinful dust and ashes? Yes! Blessed be His Name! He whose
j:(oings forth in Covenant love. and mercy to elect sinners were of old,
from everlasting, has said it. "My sheep," says He, " hear My voice."
This is perhaps one of the most distinguishing of all Scripture marks
which the sheep of Christ have in this time state; for by speaking
to their hearts with power (Psalm lxii. 11), God separates His own
chosen and redeemed ones from the rest who are blinded (Rom. xi. 7).
There is, then, a people upon earth unto whom God will speak in
mercy. And if He is silent to all others, permitting them to walk
after the freedom of their own will, the dictates of a heart full of sin,
and the counsels of a mind at enmity with Himself, He will not be
silent to them, but" will say to them which were not My people, Thou
art My people, and they shall say in response, Thou art my God"
(Hosea ii. 23).
There are various times in the experience of God's living family
when He thus speaks to them. When they have been for a considerable time companions of Jeremiah in the low dungeon of gloomy
fears, and' have been concluding that they are none of God's elect,
that their past experiences have been a delusion, that they are still
among the foolish builders who have never dug deep enough to find
a foundation on the Rock of eternal ages; when they are thus writing
hitter things against themselves, and are brought very low-then
the. Lord draws near to them in His eternal mercy and rich free grace,
and speaks unto them in effect the same words. He does as He has
said He would do, " I will say unto them Thou art My people." And
oh! what a deliverance this brings to them.
When they have been a considerable time companions of Jonah, and
have felt themselves cast out of God's sight, and have reflected also
that their own disobedience has led to it, oh, then how they will with
Cowper say"I hate the sins which made Thee monrn,
And drove Thee from my breast."
And their anxious inquiry will be, "Will the Lord ever again speak
peace to my soul ?" Then the Lord V,11O is rich in mercy unto all
them that call upon Him, will again return to their poor souls with
mercies, and with the same Divine wOl·d and assurance and say, "Thou
art My people."
A!!ain. when they have been for a long while companions of David,
shut up, unable to come forth in the actings of living faith, and the
aboundings of hope through the power of the Holy Ghost, then their
soul cleaves to the dust, and the Comforter which should relieve their
soul is far from them, and with Newton they say:-
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.. Hardly sure eau they be worse
Who have never known His Name."
By nature they are in the sleep of death, and but for grace would
sleep their sleep outright. But. these souls have heard the Lord's
voice; and what the Lord doth, it shall be for ever. Hence it is
that the Lord will again come, and speak to their souls the same
language of everlasting love.
And again: when they have been a long time companions of Job,
finding no sweet access in prayer {Job xxiii. 3, 4}, nor any comfort
from past experiences (verse 8), and yet they cannot give up praying
as best they may, for that mark of election is still upon them {Luke
xviii. 7}, then the Lord avenges them; for His voice is heard
in their souls once more. "It is the voice of my Beloved; behold
He cometh leaping upon the mountains and skipping upon the hills."
The Spirit-taught man who has truly been in these spots of experience with Jeremiah, Jonah, David, and Job, he is the man who hears
eternal wisdom. He is the man who is truly blessed; for God's
teachings have delivered him from a fleshly religion, from a name
to live, from ease in Zion, and from the paths of the destroyer. But
no other man, be he professor or profane, can watch daily at the Lord's
gates, and wait at the posts of His doors. He has heard God's voice
in preaching, singing, prayer, and at other times, and he knows what
God's word has done for him, and what it can do.
1881.
THE LATE G. A. OF BIRKENHEAD.
SIMILAR SENTENCES.
(Continued from page 32.)
" This God is DU,. God for eve,. and ever: He will be our guide even unto
death."-PsALM xlviii. 14.

THE more one studies and calls to mind the Word of God, so much
the more one discovers in it. The similar sentences in this Holy
Book are endless, humanly speaking. Having referred to very many
in various writings from time to time in these pages, I must omit
some that have been previously touched upon. "Night and Morning" {see GOSPEL MAGAZINE for Dec. 1912}, contains reference to
several of them, if any reader cares to look it up. Ma.y God the Holy
Spirit bless the continuation of the subject now.
"Thou God seest me "-" I have seen God" (Gen. xvi. 13; xxxii. 30).
Hagar and Jacob were both of them fearful and uneasy as to the
near future. Hagar fled from her mistress Sarai, and J acob dreaded
encountering Esau. After meeting with the Lord Himself, both
seemingly were awe-stricken at what they had seen. Apparently
Hagar's amazement was that God saw her; while Jacob's astonishment was that he had seen God. The Lord's eye never sleeps. It is
ever everywhere, This fact produces fear in the unconverted, but.
9
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it gives great comfort to the children of God. We love to remember
that the watchful eye of Jehovah is continually over us. For like
Hagar and Jacob, we have much to alarm us. The believer is always
in danger, and yet he is always safe-a wonderful paradox. Hagar
fled, but she was forestalled; Jacob arranged, but he was arrested.
Each found that God was there before them, and God found them
both and comforted and strengthened them. It is so still. Are you
wishing that you could evade some cross or sorrow 1 Are you longing
to avoid some dreaded demand 1 Fear not, dear child of God. Thy
God sees thee, and it may be that He will let thee see Him in some
especial manner in that very trial that you desire to avert. He is there.
" Here (have I) looked after Him that seeth me," was Hagar's explanation of her experience. His seeing her caused her to look and see Him.
Jacob's looking to God for help ended in his seeing "God face to
face." Oh! look for Him in His dealings with thee. Look beyond
the second causes, look beyond the flowing water flood. For it will
never overflow thee, albeit it may overflow wellnigh all else. Most
whom you love of earthly friends, and much that you value of earthly
possessions, may be swept away by earthly storms. To leave you
where and how 1 Steadfastly standing on the Rock of Ages, firmly
upheld by everlasting Arms. Hence if we feel Him near in our dire
distress, we shall realize how very much He is to us. 'Whatever else
the child of God can do without, he is ever constrained to say, "I
cannot do without Thee." Well for us that He is never taken away
from us, whatever else is. Oh! we of the household of faith are
wonderfully well off, however poor we may appear to be. "His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" are at our service and that Bank is
inexhaustible!
"And they sat down to eat bread."-" And sitting down they
watched Him there" (Gen. xxxvii. 25; Matt. xxvii. 36). The world
will ever take its ease and look on with a cold, careless eye when the
Church is suffering from its persecution. If there be a Reuben ready
to "deliver," there will also be a Judas willing to "betray." The
enmity of the world had undergone no change for the better during
the ages between the sale of the lonely J oseph, and the crucifixion
of the Lord Jesus. The Spirit of the world is unchanged to-day.
Righteousness always stirs up malice and opposition. But where the
Spirit of the Lord is, grace overcomes evil; both in the collective
body of Christ, and in the particular members thereof. As Christ
overcame the world, so does the Church in its minor measure. Again,
as the brethren of Joseph bowed down at last to him, so shall it be
finally with the Lord Jesus Christ. To Him every knee shall bend
in acknowledgement of His supreme right as Head over all, and the
world will ultimately become Christ's conquered foe. A glorious time
is in store for the Church, when the Lord Jesus "shall reign from
shore to shore." A little more waiting, a little more patience for the
wrestling, agonizing Church, and then the glory that excelleth. Loved
by the Lord 'from everlasting, washed in the blood of the Lamb during
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time, she shll,[l go in unto Him to go no more out from Him for the
long blessed ages of eternity. She is blessedly safe now in His safe
8helter. She is kept by His Spirit, in spite of the hatred, malice, and
opposition of the world. She is nerved for the figlit by His might, and
the extremities of her danger but serve to reveal to her the extremities
of His power. Nor has Satan any force against her that the Lord
Himself does not combat for her.
"The work of Thy fingers "-" The works of Thy hands" (Ps.
viii. 3, 6). To my mind there is a great difference between these
two. "The works of Thy hands" is the whole gathering together
of His handiwork-a plurality of "works" is implied-all collected
in and performed by the "hands" of the Lord. But" The work
of Thy fingers" gives more the idea of the separate doings and productions of our God. Both" hands" we know are used for the defence
and upholding of His people. But it would seem as if for anything
very intricate and for everything that requires more careful and delicate
execution, His very" fingers," with the skill and suppleness aRd sensitive feeling that only the fingers possess, are employed for that
difficult "work." I fancy that it must verily have taken all His
" fingers" to elaborate the" Heavens," " the balancings of the clouds,"
the pencillings of the sky and the colourings of the rainbow. One
is constrained to say with Addison:"In reason's ear they all rejoice, and utter forth a
glorious voice,

Proclaiming hourly as they shine, the Hand that
made us is Divine."

And this same admirable ability is exercised for His creatures below
8S well as for the heavens above.
Alike His animate and inanimate
creatures enjoy His care and loving handling. He marks your care,
dear reader, "He careth for you" and exerts His power to help and
protect you. Are you in some special difficulty or trial 1 "The
work of (His) fingers" can disentangle the intertwining strands of your
perplexities and make that straight which seems apparently so crooked.
Since you can say, " Thy hands, 0 Lord, have made me, and fashioned
me," you may as surely add, " Thy right hand upholdeth me." And
those whom our God upholdeth will never fall. Fear, falter, and
fail, they may but fall finally, never! He upholds His own eternally.
Bethink you how when " the vessel ..• was marred in the hand of
the Potter," He did not give up, or throw it away. No! "He made
it again another vessel as seemed good to the Potter to make it"
(Jer. xviii.). Perchance in His infinite wisdom, He is re-making you
just now that you may be a vessel more" meet for the Master's use,"
in His plan and purpose for you. The Heavenly Designer knows
what He is doing, knows what is needful. He knows His Own design
and how best to bring it about. And you know that you can trust
both Him and His working. How invariably in the past years He
has shown Himself wholly trustworthy. Never in all the ages has
He proved Himself other than that. What a record! No one else
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attains to it. Hence even while we are in the pottery, we may still
trust though we can neither trace nor track His doings. It is not
for long at the longest, and it is only a moment at a time. Let us
bear in mind three' precious "moments" mentioned in His Word.
" A small moment." This is the duration of discipline (Isa. liv. 7~).
" But for a moment." This is in comparison with the future glory
(2 Oor. iv. 17-18). And" In a moment." This is our blessed hope
and glorious expectation (1 Oor. xv. 51-54). There is one other:
the "little moment of the indignation" will soon "be over past,"
and then the everlasting future in His presence will be before us with
all its joy and peace. We have sweet foretastes of His love below.
There it will be ocean fulness when" we shall all be changed," and
that has been" brought to pass (which is) written, Death is swallowed
up in victory."
ELEANOR OONYERS BOWER.

New Eltham, S.E.9.
(To be continued, D. V.)

c

A OOJl1MUNION WORD BY MR. ANDREW GRAY.
(KIRKLISTON, JUNE 12TH, 1659).
THE subject upon which I am to speak to you at this time shall be
the everlasting joys of heaven that are preached unto the sainte;
that so your hearts may long and breathe for the excellent and most
glorious mansions and habitations provided for the saints. And that
which I shall speak I shall reduce to ~hese things.
First, I wonld give you a short description of heaven. And we
conceive there are these three descriptions that we may give you of
that excellent and precious place provided for the saints.
.
The first description of heaven is this: It is a rest without a rest.
This is clear by comparing Heb. iv. 8, "There remaineth therefore
a rest to the people of God," with Rev. iv. 8, where it is said, these
who are about the throne rest not day and night, crying, "Holy,
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty," etc. So compare these places
together, and you will see heaven is a rest without a rest. They rest
not, and yet it is a precious rest to the saints, never forbearing to
give praise unto Rim. ,
The second description of heaven is this: It is a place where the
soul is always satisfied. It is a place where the soul has always a
sight of God, and yet desiring always a sight of God. It is a place
where the soul is always embracing God, and yet desiring to embrace
Him. It is a place where the soul is always feeding, and yet never
satisfied. Would ye know what is in heaven 1 I tell you in a word.
There is satisfaction in heaven, and there is hunger in heaven: they
are always satisfied, and yet always hungry. But know that heaven is
full of mysteries, sirs.
The third 'description of heaven is this: It is a place where joy
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and love are eternally flowing in, and admiration and love eternally
flowing out. And ye shall know why they speak not much there,
because all their language is almost, " Hallelujah, praise to the Lamb,
that sits upon the Throne." The reason is, because there is much
admiration: there they wonder much, therefore they cannot stay to
speak much. Oh, what would you think but one half hour to be
taken in within the ports of that blessed city, and to hear that heavenly
music! Oh, but heaven be a. pleasant place!
SfXondly, that which I would speak upon is this. The exercise of
the saints there. I think there are five things that take up the saints
exercise above: (1) Admiration; (2) Praise; (3) Joy; (4) Love;
(0) The beholding of Jesus' blessed countenance. Admiration, praise,
joy, love, and sight, are much of their exercise in heaven. There is
not one look there that is not fixed on precious Christ. There is not
one moving of the tongue in heaven that is not taken up in commending precious Christ. There is not one moving of the feet there that is
not taken up in the following of Him. There is not one moving of
the hand in heaven that is not taken up in infolding precious Christ.
There is not one thought there that is not taken up in thinking on
precious Christ. There is not one desire in heaven that is not taken
up in desiring of precious Christ. What makes heaven such a heartsome house ~ Is it not precious Christ ~ Rev. xxi. 23: "And the
Lamb is the light thereof." As if John would have said, "Heaven
would be but a dark house, if He were not there: but Jesus is the
light of that city." Oh! know ye heaven, sirs ~ If ye knew it,
how would ye long to be there, in eternity where all the Persons in
the Trinity cry, "Come up hither to us who are here!" And all
the angels and saints cry, "Come up hither to us who are here! "
It is good to be there.
Now, if ye would be tsken up in longing to be there, I will give
you in the third place, some hid draughts of the excellencies of heaven.
Do you not know heaven is a pleasant place ~ But what makes it
pleasant but this, that the windows and whole streets of it are sprinkled
over with the roses of Sharon, and lily of the valley. And I will give
you these stairs of the excellency of the higher house. Oh, what a
brave sight was it John saw, Rev. xxi. 9, 10, " And He talked with
me, and said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee the bride, the
Lamb's wife. And He carried me to an exceeding high mountain,
and shewed me the holy city, the New Jerusalem." And was not
that an excellent sight ~
First. This co=ends heaven; we have there the soul-satisfactory
vision in beholding of God; there we behold God face to face. And
is not that an excellent sight ~ Here we behold Christ; but through
the veil of ordinances, "and see Him darkly, as through a glass,"
here we but see Him through the lattice, "but they see Him face
to face." I know not what will be the bride's thoughts, when Christ
shall take her first in His arms. Ye know there is such a thing as we
call the kindness of heaven; but alas! we know it not: but what
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shall he your thoughts, when Christ shall take you in His arms, if
that ever He take you ~ I think we shall fall asunder. Oh! is not
heaven an excellent place ~ I would say this to you, We think there
are these six questions that may arise with a Christian, and he may
ask them all at Christ; and oh, that we were asking them oftener !
The first question that we may put to propose to Christ is this:
Shall ever this tongue, that hath so often hroken the third command,
and polluted the holiness of God, he made like the tongues of angels,
to express the virtue of Jesus Christ ~ Ye shall wonder to hear yourselves speaking in heaven. Ye shall cry out, when ye hear yourselves
speaking of Christ in heaven, "Is this ignorant I ~ "
The second question we may be put to propose to Christ is this:
Shall ever these eyes, that have been the windows through which
many iniquities have been conveyed into the soul-shall ever these
eyes, that have wandered, and loved, and looked so much on vanity,
he admitted to behold the excellent and spotless One that sits upon
the throne ~ I think, the first hour a Christian shall see Christ, if
there were hours in eternity, in a manner he would wink, when he
shall look Him in the face, and shall see His face, His transforming
face! Where will we turn our eyes ~ A sight of Christ will make
us eternally wonder. Are ye groaning for a sight of Christ ~ There
are some that would never desire another sight than they see. Oh,
think ye not fifty years a long time to be out of the precious presence
of Christ ~ Are ye not longing, old men, think ye not long to die,
and he dissolved 1
The third question that we may put to propose to Christ is this:
Shall ever these ears, which have hearkened to so much cursing of
God, and have taken such delight to hear vanity, ever hear these
songs above 1 There is one of two things we must hear: first, We
shall either hear the eternal shriekings of the souls in prison, everyone
crying out, Alas, for evermore! never a word heard almost, hut alas!
Oh, there is a strong yelling there! Oh, what a dreadful thing were
it to hear them one half-hour crying! Secondly, or then ye shall
hear that excellent music, and that excellent concord that is amongst
all the higher harpers! Oh, how sweetly do they sing! Now comfort yourselves with this. The day is coming, when ye shall hang
your harps no more on willow trees, hecause ye are in a strange land,
but shall eternally cry out, " Praise to Him that sits upon the throne! "
There is that fourth question that we may he put to ask: Shall
ever these feet of ours, that have walked so much after vanity, and
pursued folly-shall ever these feet follow the Lamb wherever He
goeth 1 I think it will be a wonder if ever the sound of many of our
feet he heard in heaven! Oh, what a pleasant thing is it to walk
through the valley of delights! If so we may speak, Christ leM8
the ri'11!J in heaven, He goeth foremost, and all the children of the house
go at His back. Think ye eternity will be a long time 1 Alas! I
think it shall he short: they shall not count a thousand years in
God's sight as one day.
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The fifth question we maybe put to ask is: Shall ever these hearts
of ours, which have been a cage of all unclean birds, and a house to
idols-shall they be made an habitation and a dwelling-place for the
Holy Ghost 1
The sixth and last question we may be put to ask is: Think ye
that these hands which have been the instrument of so much mischief,
and committed 80 much iniquity, shall ever infold that matcWess
Object, who sits upon the throne 1 Oh, what will you do, when you
get Christ first in your arms? I confess I know not well if the first
day of your being in heaven, sirs, be the pleasantest day; I think
not. Even though ye never saw your husband before, the longer
ye be there ye will love Him the better.
What shall I say there is in heaven? There is no out-cast in
heaven between Christ and the saints, there is no desertion, no unbelief, no misconstruction of Christ, no debating of His wisdom; in
a manner, when we go through the gate of the New Jerusalem, there
is the grave of desertion, and the grave of jealousy, and the grave
of our misbelief, and the grave of all our idols, and we shall never
follow them any more. "Oh!" may ye say, "will not faith leave
me, and hope leave me, when I come to the gate of heaven?" Yes,
faith and hope will leave thee there. But what a pleasant day it
will be, when faith shall yield itself to love and sight! Faith and
hope are the attendants of the Christian here; but love and sight
shall be the eternal attendants of the Christian above. As it were,
faith and hope fight the battle, and love and sight sit at home, and
divide the spoil. Faith and hope embrace Christ through the veil;
but love and sight embrace Christ with the eyes. We must leave
our faith and hope, but we shall never weep for the leaving of such
a companion. We may say that word, Heb. xi. 32, " And what shall
I say more? time would fail me." What shall I say more to the
commendation of heaven? Time would fail me. Yea, what shall
I say more of eternity? Time would fail me. There is this, I would
say more, though I must end my discourse with this, What shall I say
more? There are six complaints among Christians here.
First. There are some Christians that are weeping in secret under
their ignorance and presumption, saying: "I am more brutish than
any man, I have not the understanding of the holy: I never saw
such a blind ignorant as I am"; but comfort yourselves in this,
when first ye shall enter the gates of that blessed city, all your clouds
shall shed. There shall not be a wrong thought or misconception
of God throughout all eternity; and ye shall begin to say to yourselves: "Is this ignorant I, and brutish I ? "
The second complaint among Christians here is: "I am under
much desertion; I never go to pray, but I meet with an absent God,
a veiled Christ, an angry Christ, and then I cannot speak to Him:
but comfort yourselves in this, there is no desertion in heaven;
there is no such complaint in all the higher house as this, " How long,
o Lord, wilt Thou hide Thy face from me ?" Though I confess it
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is no wonder, to go to heaven with a veiled Christ, because when
He is sent to us we know not how to entertain Him. I know not
what your faith is, but it is a mystery to some folk-faith, that they
shall never weary of the service in heaven, is a mystery. For will
it not be a mystery, and a great wonder, if we, who cannot pray one
half-hour to an end, but we will be toiled, as if we had done some
marvellous work, shall never weary of that service ~ But comfort
yourselves with this, ye shall all through the ages of eternity praise
Him, and never weary. There is no wearying in heaven; but alas!
few of us shall go there.
.
The third complaint among Christians here is: "Alas! I know
not whether I shall go to heaven or not; I am little taken up in
disputing my interest, or questioning the reality of my faith." I
would say this, I would fain it were come the length of a dispute. I
know there is much disputing; but alas! we dispute more with
our light than with our cons'cience. There is much exercise amongst
us; but I fear, it be more the exercise of the light of our judgment,
than of our conscience. The most part of our Christianity is in our
light. Be not mistaken, for I wonder, if our exercise were in our
conscience, that we could dispute our interest one day, and not be
in hazard to be distracted. There is no doubt, in heaven, when ye
go through the threshold of that Divine entry, ye may say, "Farewell,
disputing and debating."
The fourth complaint that some are troubled with here is: "Alas!
I have no love to Christ." And I think it is true, in relation to many
of us. Oh! whither is love gone ~ I suppose that if angels would
come and speak to some of our hearts, I warrant there are some, if
this were their last confession, might say, love is gone! but comfort
yourselves in this, love will be much of your exercise in heaven!
Sometimes we are put to dispute, whether or no the saints exercise
love to any beside Christ 1 Do not mistake it, one saint shall not
hate another saint: but I may say that one saint shall not love another
saint. My ground is this, I know not if they will have any love to
spare to anything beside Christ, neither do I think they have any
thought on any other but on Christ. Oh! to be near Him !
The fifth complaint that many will say here is: "Alas! I will
never prevail over my idols, and get them forced out of my heart."
There are some of us that will go down to the grave with their idols
in their hearts; but, oh, what think ye of heaven 1 All your idols
shall be mortified, ere ye go there. It is a mystery to some, if that
these idols they were wrestling with all their days leave them, I think
there are some would wish mortification were not lawful. I think
there was never such a generation as most of us are, when we come
to the charch and sit down, and when we rise up, we may cry out,
we want mortification; oh, we want it! Dare I say there are some
who have the profession of religion, and aJ'e drawing Jesus at their
heels, and embracing idol,s in their hearw. I say, your religion is not
much worth if ye want mortification. Oh, believe it, it is the ruin
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of many that are talking and speaking of Christ, and will not for their
pleasure mortify their predominate lusts. Oh, tliat cursed tongue,
that has spoken much of Christ, perhaps with it you may curse Him
eternally; no, it is not much to be a tongue Christian. I know what
makes our religion prove false, we take it up before it takes us up. Many
of us take it by guess. I desire not to prophesy sad things; but
believe it, if religion were more out of fashion, Christ would have
fewer followers, it is much to love a persecuted Christ. It is much
to love Christ when ye must lay down all that ever ye have, or else
He will not own you. We follow Christ because of the loaves, and
not because of the virtue of Him. Alas! there are some that are
knit to Christ with a very small thread; however, your idols will
forsake you when you are gone to heaven.
The sixth and last complaint that troubles some here is: "Alas!
I never prayed with delight!" It is true, there are many that go
about that duty, and I will tell you the end of it, it is to satisfy a
natural conscience: will ye search it, and ye will find it to be a truth?
There are ten for one, that would rather be at peace with their consciences,
than be at peace with God. It is your great desigu to go about duties
to silence your conscience. You would pray less, come to the church
less, and read the Scripture less, were it not for your conscience. Oh,
there are some would fain be quit of their conscience. I shall not
stand to speak any longer of the joys of heaven, I shall say this:
the Father, the first Person of the Blessed Trinity, cries out: "Come
up hither to us who are here!" Christ, the second Person of the
Blessed Trinity cries: "Come up hither to us who are here!" and
the Holy Ghost, the third Person of the Blessed Triuity, cries out:
" Come up hither to us who are here!" and the joys of heaven, if
they had a tongue, would cry out: "Oh, come up hither!" Doth
not that sweet and blessed transcendency in the face of Christ cry out:
" Come up hither to us"? Doth not our necessity cry out: "Go
up hither"? There are some that think to spiel (climb) up to heaven
by the short ladder of presumption. Oh, think ye ever to go to
heaven? Will we be all there, where we will fight no more? Think
ye our lodgings will be taken up in one place at night! I dare not
say but there will be strange divisions amongst us, and we know not
if we shall meet again. There may be some of us who may be in
eternity ere long; and it is not much matter, for eternity is sweet to
go to heaven. I remember a word in Job ix. 25: "Now my days
are swifter than a post, they flee away as ships," or as the word is:
They pass away as the ships of desires. To Christians death clips the
thread of their life, but it makes up the everlasting knot betwixt
Christ and them; death is your friend, death is the coronation day of
the Christian! Death is Christ's messenger to bring home the Christian.
Ye know, great princes and kings, when they are crowned, when they
send for their bride, send a great convoy to her. But this is Christ's
messenger to His bride, even death. Sometimes Christ will send
death with a letter of commendations, and that is to speed her: and
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sometimes Christ will send death with a love-letter in his hand; and
that makes her shout for joy! Oh, let us love Him, therefore, and
long to be with Him for evermore. Amen.
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WHAT is grace! It implies favour. It is the gift of God. It is
for thee, Christian. You are living in the world whereon your Lord
was crucified. "This is not your rest" (Micah ii. 10). You are a
pilgrim on your journey Homeward (1 Peter ii. 11). You are a soldier
fighting "the good fight of faith" (1 Tim. vi. 12). Therefore rest
upon that precious promise, "My grace is sufficient for thee," and
remember that it is for you, and equal to your greatest need.... It
is not more than sufficient, or we should perhaps seek to lay up a store
for the future, and act as if we were indep~ndent of God. It is not
less than sufficient, or we should be overwhelmed with disaster. But
the Divine grace, in Christ, through the Holy Spirit, is just s",fficient,
and exactly meets our need in every way. It was sufficient yesterday
-you know that full well. It will be sufficient to-marrow-of that
you may rest assured. But remember it is sufficient to-day. This is
the promise of the Triune Jehovah. Let your soul rest upon it.
Christian, it is a present grace.-Oanon Oopner.

The Gospel Magazine

133

(!!ottellponbence.

--

A NONAGENARIAN'S TESTIMONY.

To ·the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DORKING, Jan. 24th, 1924.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I am personally unknown to you, but it
occurred to me it might help to strengthen your hands, by receiving
a few appreciative lines. I am an old reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
When dear old Dr. Doudney first went to Ireland, a good many
valuable works emanated from the press which he set up at Bonmahon.
I had some personal acquaintance with the dear old Doctor, but
learned more of his boyhood and early history from his brother-in-law,
Mr. J. B. Densham, of Purley, whom I was favoured to be intimately
acquainted with. The good old Doctor was a gifted man, possessing
an intelligent, spiritual mind, a fluent pen, and he was an able exponent
of the Word of God. His words were seasoned with salt. I feel very
thankful you have undertaken the important work of Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and trust you may long be spared to continue it.
The GOSPEL JlUGAZINE has stood the test of time, and it ,vill still do
so, because its doctrines are deeply embedded in the Eternal Mind,
and handed down to us through the Scriptures of Divine truth.
In its early numbers, we read the productions of Gadsby, of Manchester, McKenzie, of Preston, and Augustus Toplady, and a host of
valiant men who sounded forth God's Word with unction, savour,
and power; but they are now engaged in the glory world, in the service
of adoration and praise. It is sweet also'to reflect that we have to-day
a train of followers, who are taught by the same spirit, who are able
to testify to the glorious truths advocated in former years. It is
now seventy years since, as a young man in London, I, like Bunyan's
Pilgrim, put my fingers in my ears, and went on my lonely way,
seeking life, because my guilt and sin pressed heavily upon my conscience. I decided. by the help of God, to retire from worldly society,
read the Bible and religious books, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and the
good old published works which came into my hands, month by month,
from the remote part of Ireland; and afforded me much pleasure and
profit, and established me in the way and plan of salvation by grace,
and showed how God could be just, and the Justifier of those who
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
The pieces which mostly impressed me were the Doctor's Editorials,
Wayside Notes, and Nettie's productions. The very names up to the
present vibrate into my very being, and I am pleased to see them still
preserved to us. They come as a reviver and refresher of by-gone days.
The work of God will stand, and battle through all opposition. My
advice as an elder to all young believers is to seek for the old paths,
not glean in another field, but abide by a sound ministry. In my
young days, I was allured by the apparent sincerity of a young man
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to go into the City Road to hear the discussion on atheism by Holyoake,
the Editor of The Reasoner, and Mr. Grant the minister of Birmingham,
and I always regret having done so, not that it ever unsettled my
mind, but it put thoughts into the mind, and insinuations of an undesirable character. I say to all young men, "l'!1y son, if sinners
entice thee, consent thou not." Go straight in your walk, looking
unto Jesus. He will send supplies. Stick close to the revealed Will
and Word.
I have sometimes thought a complete history from the start of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE would be interesting. I have just been reading
over the volumes for 1826, 1827, and 1828. It is refeshing to see
the names of Romaine, Rowland Hill, Dr. Hawker, and other servants
of God whose productions are still savoury. The beloved Dr. Hawker
figured largely at that time. AB I related, my own connection with
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was when dear Dr. Doudney was sole Editor.
His writings to me in my then state of mind were very helpful. I
was bound down under a sense of gnilt, sin, and bondage. The Doctor
had a tender heart, overflowing with love and sympathy for sin-stricken
souls. The good old GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been a means of grace to
many as in my own case. Comfort, consolation, strength, and support
have been gathered in its perusal. One can turn to times, spots and
places in one's experience, when help has been afforded in straits and
difficulties, darkness and gloom. Among the choice writers were G.
Cowell and Nettie, the latter, to some extent, because the signature is
the same as my firatlove. We used to read and talk about Nettie before
we came together in 1857. She passed away in 1868. Some account
of her last days appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1869.
1 am now in my 94th year, and have been a reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE during different stages of my existence. First, as merging
out of nature's darkness, going about seeking someone to lead me
by the hand and reveal the way and plan of salvation. Second, in
the married state, and with a family, facing alao the cares, anxieties,
and difficulties of an extensive business life, and now thirdly, as the
way-worn pilgrim, bowed down with the weight of years and natural
decay. What a solace and comfort are the precious promises: "And
even to your old age, I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry
you; I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver
you." Dear William Tiptaft, of Abingdon, used to remark, "We
must all die and be as water spilt, which cannot be gathered up again."
"Oh glorious hour, oh blest abode,
I shall be near and like my God;
And every power find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy."
And this, oh Christian, is thy lot, who cleave to the Lord by faith.
I pray the Lord to give you wisdom and counsel in the conduct of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Your own pieces are refreshing and profitable
as read aloud .in my family circle. The companionship of the readers
and correspondents is pleasant and profitable. I pray the Lord will
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give you an abundant supply of spiritual matter, and Divine wisdom
to make such selections as will be profitable to the family of God, that
they may be throughly furnished with every good word and work,
and grow thereby.
Yours very sincerely,
WALTER CURRY.
P.S.-I beg to apologize for trespassing on your attention.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Chaplain writes to us asking for a parcel of magazines, tracts, and books, for free distribution amongst the sailors, and
says: "They are always acceptable and greatly appreciated by the
men." We have sent a large bale of literature to this diligent worker,
but need the continued help of our friends to press forward in the
work. One case of the conversion of a man has taken place through
a little book of the Mission, a sentence of which said that the blood of
Jesus Christ is greater than all the sins of the world. This brought
great comfort to him, as he had been in deep distress of soul through
past sin. This should encourage our friends in the work of the Gospel
to our soldiers and sailors at home and abroad.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, February, 1,ll2<l.

1)tlJHlltant laeacon.
PUTTING THE BRETHREN IN REMEMBRANCE.
IN the Apostle Paul's first Epistle to Timothy, he foretells, under
the influence of the express teaching of the Spirit, that" in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils." These apostates from the faith would,
amongst other things, forbid to marry and command to abstain from
meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving.
Having informed Timothy of the apostasy which would eventually
develop, the apostle says, " If thou put the brethren in remembranee
of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished
up in the words of faith and of good doctrine." To warn Christian
brethren against the dangers of apostasy from truth is therefore one
of the duties of " a good minister of Jesus Christ." While he is never
to neglect the preaching of the Gospel, there are occasions when he
must do this in relation to present-day errors. He must preach the
Gospel controversially. He must be a witness for the truth and against
error. Such testimony must be firm, faithful, and uncompromising
and yet it must 'be borne in meekness and in a manner becoming one
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who is walking under the influence of the Spirit. The man of God
is to "follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness" in all his dealings with others. Apostasy from the faith
is predicted in many other parts of Scripture. The times which
i=ediately precede the Lord's return are to be similar to those which
preceded the Flood in the days of Noah. Of the day, the exact time
of the Lord's return no man knoweth, but there can be no doubt that
we are living in times when men are turning away their ears from
the truth. They will not endure the old sound doctrines, and they
seem to prefer fables of man's invention to the truths which God has
revealed in His inspired Word. We who belong to the Church of
England are in special peril just now. For about eighteen years the
Convocations have been engaged in revising the Prayer Book. A
determined effort will no doubt be made to legalize this revised book.
It is true that at present it is not proposed to make its use compulsory.
The use of both the old Prayer Book and the new will be permitted.
As, however, many of the changes in the revised book are in a Romish
direction its legalization will be a retrograde step, and its toleration
will place those who are thoroughly loyal to the principles of the
Reformation in a difficult position. We would, therefore, remind our
brethren who read this article of some of the proposed changes of
which all the older Evangelicals will strongly disapprove. In the
first place, prayers for the dead are given a place in the revised Book.
They are found in an alternative ending for Evening Prayer, amongst
the Occasional Prayers, under Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, in the
Communion Service and in the Burial Service. Such prayers have
often been associated with the Romish doctrine concerning Purgatory.
They are unwarranted by Scripture. They were deliberately omitted
from Edward the Sixth's Second Prayer Book, which is substantially
the Prayer Book we now use. They are contrary to the teac/ling
of Articles XXII and XXXI, the former of which says that the Romish
doctrine concerning purgatory" is a fond thing vainly invented, and
grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to
the Word of God." The latter article says that" the sacrifices of
Masses, in the which it was co=only said, that the Priest did offer
Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt,
were blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits." The Homilies, too,
definitely condemn prayers for the dead. In reference to this 'Subject
the Homily on Repentance says, "Let these and such other places
be sufficient to take away the gross error of purgatory out of our heads:
neither let us dream any more that the souls of the dead are anything
at all holpen by our prayers; but, as the Scripture teacheth us, let
us think that the soul of man, passing out of the body, goeth straightways either to heaven, or else to hell, whereof the one needeth no
prayer, and the other is without redemption." The dead saints in
particular have no need of our prayers, since God has said of their
sins that He will remember them no more.
Secondly; the revised Prayer Book allows the reintroduction of
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what are called the Mass Vestments. It is well known, and has been
acknowledged by many of the Ritualists themselves, that the Mass
Vestments symbolize, and are intended to symbolize, the Romish
doctrine of the Mass. The Commissioners in their Report in 1906
said, " A great many of those who support their use connect them
with the doctrine of a commemorative sacrifice in the Eucharist."
Dean Wace says, "Can it reasonably be thought practicable to persuade the English people tbat the reintroduction of the Vestments
would not involve an approximation to Romish practice, and a practical encouragement of Romish doctrine 1" He goes on to say,
" The Vestments are the Vestments of the Roman Mass. The Chasuble
and other Vestments are the living usage, before our very eyes, of the
Mass of the Church of Rome; and that consideration must render
their use or toleration impossible to all English Churchmen who believe
that the Mass, as celebrated in the Church of Rome, is superstitious
in the highest degree" (Quousque, pp. 129, 136). Yet, if this revised
Prayer Book is legalized, the Mass Vestments may legally be worn
in la.rge numbers of churches.
Thirdly, we would remind our brethren that Reservation of the
Sacrament is allowed in this revised Book. Five of the revisers object
to this, and say, "We do not admit that the practice of reservation
is either primitive or catholic; and we believe that the teaching
associated with it is not conformable to Holy Scripture." Our twentyeighth Article says, " The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is not by
Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up or worshipped."
It is notorious that the reservation of the consecrated elements has
led to superstition and idolatry. It is believed by the Ritualists that
the bread and wine become, at consecration, the actual body and
blood of Christ, and they are therefore adored. The Black Rubric at
the end of the Communion Service, however, says, " The Sacramental
Bread and Wine remain still in their very natural substances, and
therefore may not be adored; for that were Idolatry to be abhorred
of all faithful Christians."
Fourthly, the revised Prayer Book so alters the question now put
to candidates for the office of Deacon that candidates for the ministry
are only required to express their belief that the Holy Scriptures
merely convey the Revelation of God which is fulfilled in Christ. How
much of those Scriptures are indeed the Revelation of God is left to
each man's private judgment. Very large parts of Scripture both in
the Old and New Testaments may be regarded by those who answer
this new form of question as unhistorical and untrustworthy, as mythical, legendary, and fabulous. This revised Book virtually makes
Confirmation into a Sacrament, it mutilates the Ten Commandments
which God spake from Mount Sinai, and substitutes "may" for
" shall" in reference to the preaching of sermons. In short, the
blemishes in this revised Book are so serious and so numerous that
we have no hesitation in declaring that it will be an evil day for the
Churc!> of England if the Book ever becomes legalized.-The English
Churchman.
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ARRANGEMENTS have been made for the Anniversaries this year;
particulars will be published, but our friends are invited to note the
dates, as the Committee are anXious that all the Meetings should be
well attended. The Annual Meeting and Sermon will be held in
Caxton Hall, on May 2nd. The Camberwell Meetings on June 5th
and 12th, and the Hornsey Rise Anniversary, on Friday, July 4th.
Visitors to the Home are always welcome, and if any can attend the
Saturday Evening Prayer-meetings, at 6.30, it would encourage us.
Sermons on behalf of the Institution are most useful, and the
Committee are thankful that their number increases. They are an
excellent means of drawing out the sympathy of the Lord's people
to their" kindred in Christ," so sorely tried in these strenuous days.
Many additional pensioners have recently been placed upon the
books, and it gladdens the Committee to receive all such as are nominated by subscribers and qualified for the Society.
'
On its original Scriptural and distinctive foundation the Society
stands and its vigour and usefulness demonstrate that its motive
power is from God, to Whom be all the praise for the success which has
been granted for 117 years. It stands clear of the entanglements of
the day, and seeks the glory of the Lord in the temporal and spiritual
welfare of His poor and aged people.

J[{ebtewll nub j},oticef3 of 113oob.
THE ERRORS OF RITUALISM HAVE THEIR SOURCE IN THE UNREGENERATE
HUMAN HEART. By the late Rev. C. J. Goodhart, M.A. Pp. 16.
Price 9d. per dozen. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is a very excellent booklet. It deals in a fresh, able and
Scriptural manner with the Mass, the Confessional and all the paraphernalia of Ritualism. It shows how Ritualistic error has its source
in the unregenerate heart and is wholly unwarranted by Scripture.
It is at once timely, firm, uncompromising and spiritual.
Two INTIMATE FRIENDS. By Samuel Levermore. Pp. 8. Price 2d.
post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell grove, S.E.5.)
.
The two intimate friends are Pmtestantism and S&und Doctrine.
The author writes in his own racy style. "Protestantism," he says,
" is that which is living, evangelical, aggressive and, of course, spiritual."
"This kind' has always been allied to sound doctrine."

