THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
••

CO~RT

YE, OOM'ORT YE

~ty p~OPJ.e.

SArrn YOUR GOD."

.. ItNDRAVOURnm 1'0 KEEP THE UNTry 0' TllE SPIRIT IN TIIB BOND or PB401L"

,. JESUS CBRI3't, TIlB SillS

No. 7n,

NEW ~&H[ES.

'j

T&..~RDAY.

L'-o T'O-DAT,

A~""O

POR 1r;VBJL"

MARCH, 1925.

j

~be

f No. 1,911.
t OLD

SERIES

jfamUl} llJortioll;

or., WORDS OF SPIRITUAL OAUTION, COUNSEL, AND OOHFOR'!'.

'" Who comfortctb us in all our trlbulation, that we ma.y be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we olll'Selves are comforted of God."-2 COR 1, 4.

CHRIST'S SECOND APPEARING.

" Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time,
without sin, unto salvation."-HEB. ix. 28.
THIS is one of three passages in the Epistle to the Hebrews which
'refer directly to our LORD'S second appearing. We read that GOD'S
people are not to forsake the assembling of themselves together,
"but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye· see
~he day approaching" (chap. x. 25). The second appearing of our
LORD JESUS CHRIST will usher in what in Scripture is called " the
Day." In contrast to that Day we are now in the night. The
present is a night of darkness and sin; a night of rebellion against
GOD; a night of error and apostasy from the faith; a night of
-abounding lawlessness; a night of increasing indifference to, and
rejection of, the revealed truths of GOD'S inspired Word. But
." the night is far spent," and for our comfort it is written, "The
Day is at hand." In view of the dawning of that Day GoD'S true
}leople need to assemble themselves together. They need to
'lncourage one another by Christian fellowship. They need to
'lxhort one another, and so much the more as they see the Day
·approaching. The dawn of that Day will bring eternal blessedness
to the members of GOD'S chosen, beloved, and redeemed family,
-and as they contemplate its approach their hearts are cheered and
~ncouraged.

In the same chapter of this great Epistle (x. 37) we read, " For
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yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and ,,"ill not
tarry." In" a little while," from the point of view of Him with
Whom one day is as a thousand years, He will come. He Who is
now on " the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,"
He will come and receive His people, His blood-bought sheep, unto
Himself, that where He is, there they may be also. He has gone to
His FATHER'S house. He is preparing a place there for His people,
and He intends to come and welcome them to the place He is
preparing for them in the FATHER'S house on high: "He that shall
come, toil! come." He has promised to come and He will come.
He will be faithful to this promise as He has been faithful to other
promises. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His word of
promise shall not pass away.
Now we come to the third passage in this Epistle which speaks
clearly of this great truth. Let us consider its precious teaching
in dependence on the help and teaching of the SPIRIT of truth.
1. First; observe that CHRIST'S appearing toil! be a SECOND
alJpearvng.
He shall" appear the second time." This passage is the basis
of the expression which we often use, "the second coming of
CHRIST." The words stand in contrast with a statement concerning His first appearing. "Now once in the end of the world hath
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb.
ix. 26). He Who appeared once t.Q put away sin will appear a
second time withont sin unto salvation. Thus the next appearing
of CHRIST is called asecond appearing. This is in harmony with our
LORD'S Own promise. He said, "I will come again," i.e., I will
come a second time. He did not say, "I will come again and again."
That would have implied a second and a third appearing, but He
said, "I will come again." There is no suggestion of more than
a second appearing of CHRIST in the New Testament. To us the
Scripture teaches that when the LORD appears the second time He
will not only welcome His Church into heavenly glory, but also
overthrow all His enemies. He is to sit on His FATHER'S rigbt
hand until His enemies be made His footstool (Psa. ex. 1). The
heaveIlE must receive Him until then (Acts iii. 21). Until then He
is expecting-" expecting till His enemies be made His footstool"
(Heb. ix. 12, 13).
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Before we pass on to these other points we would quote the great
Dr. Owen on the words" the second time" in Heb. ix. 28.
He says, "The Scripture is express unto a double appearing or
coming of CHRIST. The first was His coming in the flesh, coming
into the world, coming unto His own-.namely, to discharge the
work of His mediation, especially to make atonement for sin in
the sacrifice of Himself, unto the accomplishment of all promises
made concerning it, and all types instituted for its representation;
the second is in glory. Any other personal appearance or coming
of CHRIST the Scripture knows not, and in this place expressly
excludes any imagination of it."
Dr. Owen's whole exposition of this verse is deeply interesting,
as showing that long before the 19th century men of GOD thought
of, and looked for, the coming of the LORD (Owen's H'Q1'ks, vo!'
xxiii. pp. 413, 414).
2. OU1' second point is that our LORD'S second appearing will bear
a special relationship to His Own redeemed people.
" Unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time
without sin unto salvation." Who are they who are described as
" them that look for Him"? The Revised Version translates the
words, "them that wait for Him." Let us look at other occurrences of the same Greek word translated "to look for" or "to
wait for." In Rom. viii. 19 the verb is used of the inanimate
creation. "The earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the
revealing of the sons of Gor;,." There is a small section of Christian
interpreters who believe that the words" them that look for Him"
{Jnly refer to a limited number of GOD'S people. They suggest that
a good many real Christians are not looking for CHRIST'S coming,
that some even don't want Him to come yet, and that it is only
those who are really longing for His coming to whom He will appear
at 'lrst, and whom He will welcome on His return. This is a serious
view to take of the teaching of this passage. We humbly believe,
however, that it is not borne out by other parts of Scripture.
No doubt some of GOD'S people are more intelligently and more
ardently looking for the LORD'S second appearing than are others,
just as some of GOD'S people have a more intelligent and Scriptural
apprehension of other Divine truths than others. But we believe
that all the LORD'S familvare included in the words" them that
Iook for or wait for Him."

-
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If it can be truly said that the inanimate creation waitetJ! 101the manifestation of the sons of GOD, surely it can be said of an
GOD'S living and regenerated people that they are waiting for
CHRIST'S second appearing. When the Apostle, using the same
Greek word translated" to look lOT," says, "'Ve ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body;' he evidently describes the attitude of all believers
without exception (see Rom. viii. 23). Those who teach that the
LoRD'S second appearing will only in the first instance bring
blessing to some of GOD'S people speak of " consecrated" Christians
being welcomed when He comes and other Christians left behind,
as if all real Christians were not equally washed, sanctified, and
justified in the name of the LORD JESUS and by the SPIRIT of our
GOD (see 1 Cor. vi. 11). The Christians at Corinth were not aU
that could be desired. The Apostle had to speak to them "as
unto babes in CHRIST." He had to feed them" with milk and
not with meat." " Ye are yet carnal," he said, "for whereas
there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not
carnal, and walk as men 1" Yet they were CHRIST'S people. " Ye
are CHRIST'S," said the Apostle to these Christians at Corinth.
In spite of all their failure to grow, and their lllany shortcomings,
they were CHRIST'S, and who are they whom the LORD will raise
from the dead and glorify when He comes 1 "They that aTe
Christ's at His coming" (1 Cor. iii. 1-3, 23; xv. 22, 23). And
who are the living Christians who will be changed when the LORD
comes 1 Why, all of them without exception. "We shall not all
sleep, but we shall ALL be changed, in a moment, in the tIDnkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be chan~d"
(1 Cor. xv. 51, 52). There is no suggestion that a single one of
the LORD'S redeemed people will be excluded from the LORD'S
welcome when He appears the second time. All who have died
in the LORD shall be raised, and all living believers shall be changed,
and they shall be caught up together to meet the LORD in the
air, and so shall they ever be with the LoRD (see 1 Thess iv. 16, 17).
No wonder, therefore, that the Apostle said to all the Corinthian
believers without exception, "Ye come behind in no gift, waiting
for the coming (Greek revelation) of our LORD JESUS CHRIST"
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(1 Cor. i. 7). Here again the verb translated "to look for" in
Heb. ix. 28 is translated " to wait for."
The same word occurs in Phil. iii. 20, "Our conservation is in
heaven; from whence also we look tor the S.~VIOUR, the LORD
JESUS CHRIST." The words "we look for" are surely intended
to denote all GOD'S people without exception. The whole Church
of GOD which He purchased with His own blood is, in its corporate
capacity, looking for the SAVIOUR. "We (all of us) through the
SPIRIT wait tor the hope of righteousness by faith." The LORD'S
second appearing, then, will bear, we humbly and firmly believe,
a special relationship to all His beloved, chosen, and redeemed
people. It is true that" every eye shall see Him" when He thus
appears (Rev. i. 7; Luke xxi. 26, 27), but His Own true people
will see Him with delight and joy and gladness. "Beloved, now
are we the sons of GOD, and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we (all at us) shall
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He i.~" (1 John iii. 2).
" Then we shall be where we would be,
Then we shall be what we should be;
That which is not now, nor could be,
Will be then our own."
(Kelly.)
The late Dr. Tregelles has these remarks on the point we are
considering. He says, "But 'they that look for Him' does not
mean a part of the Church, but the whole; not those who expect
in a particular manner, but those who know that as He died, rose,
and ascended, so surely He will come again, as has been promised.
It does not depend on the intelligence of believers, or the reverse.
The tact has been embodied in the common expressions of Christian
belief: 'He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick
and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end' (NiceneCreed);
, Thou sittest on the right hand of GOD, in the glory of the FATHER.
We believe that Thou shalt come to be our JUDGE' (Te Deum).
Such, even in the darkest ages, has been the profession of the
nominal Church; such has been ever the solemn acknowledgement
of true believers. If they inquired but little about the circumstances of that coming, or the connected events, who would dare,
even in thought, to exclude them from the number of those who
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love the appearing of the LORD JESUS CHRIST? Wno would say
that they are not of 'those that look for Him' ?" (The Hope of
Christ's Second Coming: Hmv it is taught in Scripture, p. !:IO).
3. Let us notice thirdly that our LoRD'S second appearing will be
tvitlwut sin.
He shall " appear the second time without sin." He appeared
the first time without any personal sin. He" did no sin,
neither was guile found in His mouth." He was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without any personal sin. Sin was
not in Him. He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners" (Heb. vii. 26). But yet the sins of His people were
imputed to Him. He was reckoned among the transgressors. The
FATHER laid on Him the iniquity of all His people. He bare their
iniquity. He suffered and endured its penalty as if He Himself
were the guilty party. Though without personal sin, He was
therefore treated as if He were a sinner, and He put away imputed
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. He did this once for all at His
first appearing. The sins of His people have therefore been for
ever dealt with. They have once for all been put away. The
penalty due to them will never again have to be borne. It follows,
therefore, that when He appears the second time He will appear
apart from any thought of making an atonement for sin. He will .
not therefore come again in humiliation. He will not come to
die the JUST for the unjust. He will come in power and great
glory. He will come to welcome into His everlasting kingdom
those whom He has loosed and washed from their sins in His Own
blood. This is the blessed hope of all His people.
4. Let us lasay observe that our LoRD'S second appea1'ing will issue
in the full salvation of His people.
He will appear the second time without sin unto the salvation
of them that look for Him.
There is a sense in which GOD'S believing people are already
saved. John the Baptist was to go before the face of the LoRD
" to give knowledge of salvation unto His people hy the remission
of their sins" (Luke i. 77). GOD hath for CHRIST'S sake already
forgiven the sins of His people (see Ephes. iv. 32; Acts xiii. 38, 39).
" Your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake," says the
Apostle John to GOD'S people (1 John ii. 12). It follows that they
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are saved already from the penalty which their sins deserved.
Hence the Apostle Paul says, " By grace are ye saved," and again,
"GOD hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling" (2 Tim.
i. 9). GOD'S people are now the sons of GOD and heirs of glory.
They are now already washed, sanctified, and justified (see 1 Cor.
vi. 11).
The full and complete salvation of the redeemed is, however,
yet future. In reference to this the Apostle says, "Now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed" (Rom. xiii. 11). " GoD
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. J, 10). Then
resurrection glory will be our portion. Then we shall be completely
sin, sorrow, and death. Meanwhile we are "kept by
saved fr\lqJ,
,
the power of GOD through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time." We hope to the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto us at the revelation of our LORD JESUS CHRIST (see
1 Peter i. 5, 9, 13). When He appears the second time He will
appear for this very end-the complete and full salvation of all His
believing people. "And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is
our GOD ; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the
LORD; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and .rejoice in
His salvation."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke ·Ferry, N01"/olk.
TOPLADY ON A RANDOM REDEMPTION.
UPON the supposition of a random redemption, and a precarious
salvation, St. Paul's inference, "Who shall condemn 1 it is Christ that
died"; might be easily answercd and overthrown: since if the
Arminian hypothesis be true, millions of those for whom Christ died
will be condemned; and what heightens the absurdity, condemned
on account of those very sins for which Christ did die, a supposition
exploded by the Apostle as impossible. Surely Christ knew for what,
and for whom, He paid the ransom price of His infinitely precious
blood! Nor would the Father purchase to Himself a Church of elect
persons for His Own peculiar residence; and then leave Satan to run
away with as many of the beams and pillars as He pleases.-A Caveat
against Unsottnd Doctrine.
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THE TURNING OF ZION'S CAPTIVITY.·
" When the Lord turned again the captivity
that dream. "-PSALM cxxvi. 1.

0/ Zion, we were like the?n

THE word "captivity" is sometimes used of restoration to prosperity or deliverance from trouble. It is used in this sense in the
Book of Job, where we read, "The Lord turned the captivity of
Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord gave Job twice
as much as he had before" (Job xlii. 10). The word" captivity"
is also used literally of deliverance from bondage in a strange land.
In this sense it is used in the prophecy of Jeremiah, where the
Lord says to His people who had been carried away to Babylon,
" I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all
the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you,
saith the Lord; and I will bring you again into the place whence
I caused you to be carried away captive" (Jer. xxix. 14). It is
probably of this deliverance from captivity that the psalmist
speaks in the first verse of the one hundred and twenty-sixth
Psalm. Upon that wonderful deliverance let us now seek to
meditate in dependence on the Spirit's guidance and teaching.
1. First, we are taught that the tuming 0/ Zion's capti1Jity was
brought about by Divine power.
The psalm asserts this. It declares that it was J ehovah Himself
Who turned the captivity of Zion.
The heathen nations recognized this. "Then said they alUong
the heathen, The Lord hath done great things for them." They
owned that Jehovah had wrought on behalf of the people of Zion.
The Jews themselves recognized this truth. They said, "The
Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad" (verse 3).
He it was Who wrought salvation for us. We owe it to His power
that we are back again in Zion. History also bears testimony to
the same fact. The Book of Ezra, which records the return of the
Jews from Babylonian captivity, teaches us that it was the Lord
Who " stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia" to allow the
Jews to return to Jerusalem. Moreover, as the Lord wrought upon
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the spirit of Cyrus to allow the return, so He wrought upon the
spirit of the Jews to make them willing and desirous to return
(Ezra i. 1, 5). The Lord promised that" After seventy years be
accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform My good
word toward you, in causing you to return to this place" (Jer. xxix.
10). He was true to His good word of promise, and accordingly
He brought again the captivity of Zion.
There is another captivity. God's chosen people are led captive
by Satan at his will. They are in spiritual bondage. \¥ho can
deliver them? They themselves are absolutely helpless. They
are dead in sin, and under the power of the wicked one. They
have neither the will nor the power to be released from spiritual
bondage. They are, however, the objects of eternal love. The
Lord intends to deliver them from the power of darkness and to
translate them into the kingdom of His dear Son. Accordingly,
He arranged to send His Own Son to redeem them from the curse
which their sins merited, and on the ground of His obedience unto
death as their holy Substitute the Father pours His Spirit into the
hearts of dead sinners, quickens them, convicts them of sin, and
testifies by the Spirit that Christ hath died in their steaq. Then
by a Divinely-wrought faith they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and are saved. They are brought out of the horrible pit of sin
and their feet are planted firmly on the Rock of Ages, and their
spiritual captivity is at an end.
The Word of God attributes this wonderful deliverance to the
Lord. He it is Who saves and calls His people wit~a holy calling.
According to His mercy He saves them. To Him, then, they give
the glory of their salvation. They cry with a loud voice, saying,
" Salvation to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 10).
0, if He hath turned our captivity let us give Him the sole
honour. Let us say, "The Lord hath done great things for us,
whereof we are glad." Let us never tire of praising Him for His
wondrous and His saving power. Let us ever acknowledge that
if He had not displayed His mercy, His grace, and His power we
would still be in spiritual captivity, and on the way to the due
reward of our deeds. Hell, not heaven, would have been our
portion had He not wrought salvation for us.
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2. Secondl:y, 1ce leam that the turning 0/ Zion's captivity seemed
wo good to be true.
" 'When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we tcere
like them that dj·eam." A dream is an unreal experience, though
it seems to be real at the time. When the Lord brought back
Zion's captivity, the people of ZiOll felt as if they had been dreaming.
They felt as if they "'ere passing through an ureal experience.
They could hardly believe their deliverance was real. It seemed
too good to be true. When Jacob heard that Joseph was yet alive,
and that he was governor over all the land of Egypt, his heart
fainted, and he believed not the tidings. The news seemed incredible. Subsequently," when he saw the wagons which Joseph had
sent to carry him," his spirit revived, and he said, " It is enough;
.J oseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die"
(Gen. xlvi. 26-28).
In like manner, when Peter was delivered from prison he "wist
not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought
he saw a vision." It was only later that he knew of a surety that
the Lord had sent an angel, and delivered him out of the hand of
Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews
(Acts xii. 9, 11).
The mercies of the Lord are often so great, and so surprising,
that we can hardly believe in their reality. Yet the Lord often
surprises His people by the great things which He does for them.
Their spiritual deliverance is so great, so grand, so glorious, and
so far-reaching, that at first His people may indeed be filled with
amazement. They may be ready to say, " Am I really delivered
from Satan's power? Am I really a forgiven sinner? Are all
my sins blotted out? Will they never again be remembered against
me? Is it really true that I am a child of God and an heir of
glory? "
When Saul of Tarsus was converted " All that heard him were
amazed." They could hardly believe that the arch-persecut.or
was now a preacher of the faith which before he destroyed. Blessed
be God for His surprising grace.
3. TMrdly, toe learn that the tllrning 0/ Zion's captivity produced
great joy.
Notice the" when" and the" then." "When the Lord turned
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again the captivity of Zion . . . then was our mouth filled with
laughter, and our tongue with singing." People often laugh for
fun or because something amuses them. Here they laughed for
joy. Not only was their mouth filled with joyful laughter, but
their tongue was filled with singing. They were so happy that
they burst forth into songs of praise. How different their case
now from what it was before! When they were by the rivers of
Babylon in captivity they sat down and wept. They hung their
harps upon the willows. They had no inclination for music.
Their captors required of them a song. They desired to see
evidences of mirth. They said, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion."
But the people of Zion answered, "How shall we sing the Lord's
song in a strange land?" (Psa. cxxxvii. 1-4). Now, however,
when the Lord had turned their captivity, they could not help
singing songs of praise. People sometimes sing by arrangement.
Here, however, they sang spontaneously. They conld not help
singing. The Lord had pnt a new song into their mouths, even
praise unt{) their God.
Are we delivered from spiritual captivity? If we are, we shall
be ready to sing unto the Lord a new song, because He hath done
marvellous things for us.
" Streams of mercy never ceasing
C3.11 for songs of loudest praise."
Even if we have not good voices, we can sing and make melody
in our hearts to the Lord.
4. Fottrthly, the t~tming 0/ Zion's oaptivity stimulated prctyer.
Prayer as well as praise must ever characterize the Christian's
life. Fresh troubles came into the experience of Zion's people.
When they got back to their own land, and had begun to re-build
the temple, their enemies opposed and hampered them in the work,
and even succeeded in getting an order for it to cease. This was
a great trial. But what did they do? They fell to prayer. They
cried unto the Lord. They said, "Turn again our captivity, 0
Lord, as the streams in the south" (verse 4). Deliver us, 0 Lord,
from this fresh trial. " Reverse our present depression, by bringing
again prosperity to us: as the rain-streams in the Negeb, or dry
southern district of Canaan, when they return, gladden the parched
country, which, from the want of springs, is entirely dependent on
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the rain-formed torrents. When these are dried up, sadness is the
prevailing aspect of the whole region" (Fausset).
The Lord heard their prayer, and eventually they resumed the
_work of re-building the temple, and completed it. Then they" kept
the dedication of this house of God with joy ... for the Lord had
made them joyful" (Ezra vi. 16, 22).
Our trials are not over when the Lord calls us by His grace and
delivers us by His power. Fresh troubles are sure to crop up as
we travel to the heavenly Jerusalem. The world, the flesh, and the
devil tempt and try us as we walk in the narrow way, but He Who
delivered in the past doth deliver now, and will deliver. Let every
fresh trouble or temptation stimulate us to cry unto our God that
He will again gladden our hearts by turning again our captivity.
5. Lastly, the turning 01 Zion's captivity stimulated Zion's children
~vith hope.
The psalm ends on a note of assurance and hope. "They that
sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again ,vith rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him."
Zion's people had been much saddened by the difficulties placed
in their path in the rebuilding of the temple. Eventually, however,
after much sorrow and trial the work was finished. The workers
reaped a rich harvest when the work was completed, and joy filled
their hearts.
There are many trials and disappointments in literal sowing.
Birds may devour the seed and frosts may cause damage, yet in
spite of these and other disadvantages, sowing is followed by
reaping, and often by a bountiful harvest.
So in the Lord's work. The incorruptible seed of the Word of
God is often sown in tears, but it never returns void. It always
.accomplishes the Divine purpose, and it will certainly secure the
.salvation of all God's chosen people. Our labour is not in vain in
the Lord. In due season we shall reap. The harvest is plenteous,
and it will certainly be gathered in. The Lord Jesus shall see of
the travail of His soul. All the sons will be brought to glory. The
Lord's past deliverances inspire us with hope for the future. We
.know that though weeping may endure for a night, joy cometh in
the morning.
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In particular we have the sure hope that He Who turned our
spiritual captivity will assuredly crown the work of His grace by
bringing us to glory. "Whom He justified, them He also glorified"
<ROID. viii. 30).
"When God revealed His gracious name,
And changed my mournful state,
My rapture seemed a pleasing dream"
The grace appeared so great.
" The world beheld the glorious change,
And did Thy hand confess;
My tongue broke out in unknown strains,
And sung surprising grace.
" , Great is the work,' my neighbours cried,
And owned the power Divine;
, Great is the work,' my heart replied,
, And be the glory Thine.'
" The Lord can clear the darkest skies,
Can give us day for night;
Make drops of sacred sorrow rise
To rivers of delight.
" Let those that sow in sadness, wait
Till the fair harvest come;
They shall confess their sheaves are great,
And shout the blessings home."
(Watts.)

TVhitington Vioarage,
Stoke Fer'ry, Norjo!k.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas HouglUon).

CHRIST'S VICARIOUS OBEDIENCE AND SUFFERING.
" HAD the second Adam been a mere man, there could have been no
such vicarious work, because He would have been bound to full obedience on His Own account, and that obedience could not have extended
to others. But the second Man, being the Son of God, rendered a
vicarious obedience, and encountered a vicarious suffering, not necessary for Himself, and of infinite value. And, because of His Divine
Person, the brief period of His agony was a fully adequate and perfect
satisfaction for the sins of His people, from the infinite dignity and
infinite merit of the Sufferer."-The Docl1'ine of the Atonement as Taught
by Ohrist, by Prof. Smeaton, p. 127.
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WELLSPRINGS,

. " The Chu1'ch that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you ,and so doth MU1'cuS my son, Greet ye one anothe'!' with a kiss of
charity, Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus, Amen,"
-1 PETER v, 13, 14,
How much is contained in a letter froUl a friend, when the writer is
in heart-to-heart fellowship with the receiver! Wl,at warmth of love
is enkindled, and what cheer of soul is realized as the interchange of
communications engages the heart's longings and desires after a precious
Christ, How frequently has one and another such epistle been " as
cold waters to a thirsty soul" and " good news from a far country."
And now, as the saints of God are rapidly passing and" the salt of the
earth" being markedly ingathered, and the Church of God feeling
intensely her loneliness and feebleness, let the living members lay it
much to heart, that they seek every opportunity, as much as in them
lies, to speak of the preciousness of Christ, to encourage their brethren,
and to testify to all of the Lord's wonderful care and faithfulness over
them, that they may stimulate the faith and desires of their fellowbelievers who may be " scattered abroad," or deprived of the means of
grace, and to whom a letter is a true cheer in " a dry and barren land
where no water is."
The apostles were graciously moved in this. They were jealous
with a godly jealousy over the members of the primitive Church, and
they watched for their souls and the growth in grace of those who werc
seals to their ministry.
How mnst the saints have rejoiced when an epistle from the beloved
Panl or Peter or any of the apostles was brought and read to them!
And how each hearer would be listening out for his name to be mentioncd or detect the thought which prompted the writer who might
have his particular case in mind, How would Phcebe rejoice while she
would bow her head humbly at the very thought that the grace of
being" a succourer of many" had been her great· privilege, whilst she
had scarcely known it was so! How would Priscilla and Aquila bless
God that He had enabled them to be " helpers" of His dear serva.nt
the great and much-affl.icted Apostle of the Gentiles!
See how the Apostle Paul mentions Demas and couples his name
with" Luke the beloved physician" (Col. iv. 14), and how a little later
he charges his beloved son in the faith, Timothy, to " do his diligence
to come shortly, for Demashath forsaken me, having loved this present
evil world and is departed unto ThessaloIiica" (2 Tim, iv. 10). The
heart of the beloved Paul was sad, disappointed, and lonely, in being
thus forsaken of one of his friends.
The Apostle Peter writes from Babylon " to the strangers scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia," and he
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says, "the Church that is at Babylon, elected together with you;
saluteth you, and so doth Marcus my son." Some have thought that
the Babylon here meant Rome and was used in a figurative sense. But
it is more likely that the Apostle of the Circumcision went across the
Syrian desert to Babylon in Mesopotamia to minister to the dispersed
Jews in that city.
What love there is portrayed in every word of his epistle! What
humility and meekness is now· in lively exercise! The once dear
impetuous disciple is now"· restored" and strengthening his brethren.
according to Divine co=and. Ah! he had gone through 'many
changes, seen many hardships, and endured many vicissitudes and
sufferings for Christ's sake and the Gospel's. Between those' years
he had been in the best school and learned, though by painful and slow
experience, the necessary humbling under the mighty Hand of his God!
Here in Babylon, which doubtless spelt exilement and banishment
and much loneliness, he likewise testifies that the grace of God cannot
be frustrated, but rides triumphant in the chariot of salvation in the
case of every elect vessel of mercy. There was a Church in Babylon,
a~ there was a spiritual Church in Nero's household. Nor was this all.
The touching allusion.to " Marcus my son" opens up a field of meditation. And although it may occur to the minds of some of my readers
that as Peter was a married man, this might have been his natural son
in the flesh, I like to think that just as the Apostle Paul spoke in those
endearing terms of Timothy his son in the faith, so Peter speaks likewise
of Marcus. And, if so, what a beautiful story of grace it is! We have
to turn back to Acts xii. 12 where Mark is first mentioned, arid where
we all love to read again and again of Peter's miraculous deliverance
from prison, every detail of which is so weighted with experimental
truth. We would fain linger over the narrative and enlarge, but space
forbids, and we have to do at the present moment with the Apostle's·
deliverance.
Convinced "of a surety" that the Lord had sent His angel and
delivered His servant, " he came to the house of Mary the mother of
John, whose surname was ~Iark; where many were gathered together
praying."

What a beautiful and exact fulfilment of the word of Him Who
cannot lie. "Before they call I will answer, and while they are yet
speaking I will hear." The disciples were still praying for Peter's
release, when, lo! Peter stood knocking at the door of the gate! It
was to the humble abode of one of the Marys that he came, and she was
"the mother of John, whose surname was Mark." And it may be
(who can tell 1) that this visit of Peter may have been the means of
Mark's conversion! When he heard Peter's testimony and saw the
wonderful answer to the believing and importunate prayers of the
Church, he may have been convinced then of God being a Prayerhearing and Prayer-answering God. Or it may have been a conversion
of an earlier date, and Peter's heart yearned to see his son in the faith.
Anyhow, he was dear unto him as he might well be, and the Ap08tle~
8
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like any true minister of the Gospel, would watch over the young
convert, long after him in the tender mercies of Jesus Christ, and seek
to encourage and stimulate his growth in grace and spiritual progress.
And so this young man is mentioned from time to time in the epistles
'as companion to the apostles' in their journeyings. He was a nephew of
Barnabas, and is specially commended by the Apostle Paul in Col.
iv. 10, "Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner saluteth you, and Marcus,
sister's son to Barnabas (touching whom ye received commandments,
if he come unto you, receive him)." And again the same beloved Paul
asks for Mark-" bring him with thee; for he is profitable to me for
the ministry" (2 Tim. iv. 11). What a lesson here.for everyone of us
to learn! Here is the very same minister of the Gospel asking for the
very one who probably thirteen years before was the cause of a
contention, and a " sharp" one, sad to say. It was when Paul suggested
to his beloved Barnabas, " Let us go again and visit our brethren in
every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how
they do," that" Barnabas determined to take with them John whose
surname was Mark. But Paul thought not good to take him with
them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with
them to the work-and the contention was so sharp between them,
that they departed asunder one from the other; and so Barnabas took
Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas, and departed,
being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God" (Acts
xv. 37-40). It was a sad and humbling episode, but we have no stone
to cast! We. each have doubtless dark spots in our memories of injudicious acting, or hasty and unchristian tempers or unjust judgment.
And the beloved Apostle, whether his then judgment was right or
wrong, was later found exhorting his Galatian brethren (vi. 1), "If
a man be overtaken in a fault, ye that are spiritual restore such an one
in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted." The original force of that word" restore" is "set that
broken joint again." Oh! brethren, how tender should we be lest we
offend one of Christ's little ones, and how ready the dear Apostle was
to humble himself and make amends for any injury done to anyone of
Christ's sheep or lambs!
•
Our mercy is, that the grace of God rides on triumphantly. Satan
may try his utmost to break up a good .work going on, or come between
saint and saint, and cause unholy contentions and inconsistent actions,
and severing of bonds, but grace shall triumph in the end. Whatever
pitfalls or stumblings or backslidings or inconsistencies come between
our beginnings and our endings, the Lord of our Life and Keeper of our
souls fulfils His own sure word of promise, " And I will settle you after
your old estates, and will do better unto you than at your beginnings,
and ye shall know that I am the Lord" (Ezek. xxxvi. 11). Between
which all the workings of grace have been effectually stablishing,
strengthening and settling the child of God, even though it be by
painful and humbling experience. ":Faithful is He that calleth you,
Who also will do it."
.
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And so we are not surprised, but sweetly encouraged, to find Paul
both recommending Marcus and charging the Colossian Church to
" receive him "; and also declaring to Timothy that" he is profitable
to me for the ministry" ; whilst from the Apostle Peter, whom we have
been considering as his spiritual father, in the words which have been
our meditation at tbis time, we read that affectionate term " Marcus
my son." "The Church that,is at Babylon, elected together with you,
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son." And in what tenderly
affectionate Gospel terms does his salutation conclude! "Greet ye one
another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in
Christ Jesus. Amen."
The saintly Archbishop Leighton called this " a kind of postscript,
containing a testimony of the bearer, and the apostolic form of saluting," and he goes on to say: "The entertainment and increase of
Christian love, of due esteem one of another, and affection one to
another, is no matter of empty compliment, but is the very stamp and
badge of Jesus Christ upon His followers; it is, therefore, most carefully
to be preserved entire, and unhappy are they who do by any means
break it. Oh! let us beware of doing so, andJollow peace, even when
it seems to fly from us !
" This peace that is the portion of those in Christ, is indeed within
them, and with God. . . . They that are in Christ are the only children
and heirs of true peace. And to wish it to them that are in Christ hath
good ground; for all solid peace is founded on Him and flows from
Him." "Now, the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ. Amen."
R.
THERE are two ways of getting help. The one is to go round to
all your friends and get disappointed, and then go to God at last.
The other is to go to God at first. That is the shortest cut. God
can make your friends help you afterwards. Seek first God and His
righteousness, and the help of friends will be added afterwards. Out
of all troubles the surest deliverance is from God's right hand. Therefore from all troubles the readiest way to escape is to draw near to
God in prayer. Go not to this friend or that, but pour out thy story
before God.-C. H. Spurgron.
ApOSTOLIC METHODS.-We can hardly imagine Paul being stoned
and kicked out of Iconium, Philippi, Thessalonica, and Jerusalem, had
his activities taken on nothing less innoxious to the world than schemes
for mutual improvement societies; P.S.A.'s; coffee and ham suppers;
lectures on art, literature, and the drama; concerts, whist-drives,
dances; or popular services for the people-" brief, bright, and
beautiful."
.'
The Apostles attacked evil, and "filled .Jerusalem with their
doctrine"; and put the idol-makers of Ephesus among the unemployed. They were charged with" turning the world upside down."
In these days, the world is at work turning the Church inside out.The Bible Call.
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SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE Ho~. AND RIGHT REV.
SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

" From that time mOony of His disciples went back, and walked no more
with Him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?
Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sW'e that
Thou m't that Oh"ist, the Son of the living God. "-JOHN vi. 66-69'.

THE position of the twelve at this juncture was one of peculiar trial.
Brought up from their infancy in the Church of Israel, it had at the
first required no little resolution to attach themselves to the Nazarene,
Whom the rulers of that Church at once despised and rejected. And,
since then, how often must they have been in peril of being drawn
aside from their allegiance; awed at one time, by the pretentious
devotion of the Pharisees,-and allured at another, by the specious
philosophy of the Sadducees.
Still they had held on their way, and thus far continued with Him
in His temptations. Nor had they been without companions in their
course, "The common people," we are told, "heard Him gladly."
Nay, more than this, many, very many, gave credence to His word,
and were by baptism numbered amongst His disciples,
But now a sudden reverse takes place. Many even of the disciples
are offended. They cannot endure to be told of the exclusiveness of
His salvation-the necessity of His grace. Yes: "the exclusiveness
'of His salvation."-" Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and
'drink His blood, ye have no life in you."
I added, "the necessity of His grace,"-" No man can come to Me,
except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him
up at the last day" (John vi. 53 and 44).
These were hard sayings-who could hear them 1 "They went
back, and walked no more with Him."
Surely it was but natural if, at such a crisis, the twelve were for a
moment shaken in their purpose. Nor would the tempter fail to
insinuate perplexing doubts, Were they not perhaps, after all, mistaken (he would suggest) in having set at nought the counsel of the
greatest, the wisest, and the best men of their church and nation, to
'listen to the instructions of One Whom, almost with one consent,
they denounced as a deceiver 1
And was not the Lord Jesus giving expression to the very thoughts
which agitated their minds, when, turning to them with those heartsearchmg, those pathetic words,-" Will ye also go away 1 "-He
invited them to pause for a season, and reconsider their position 1
How was that question solved 1 By one simple consideration:" Lord, to whom shall we go 1 Thou hast the words of eternal life."
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Let us, my brethren, now1. Examine well the basis of the Apostolic loyalty.
2. Draw from it such lessons as may be se·rviceable to ourselves.
May utterance be given unto me, to open my mouth boldly: may,
true nobility of spirit be bestowed upon you, to receive with meekness
the engrafted Word, which is able to save your souls.
And first, Examine well the basis of the Apostolic loyalty,-or rather,
I would say, examine a portion of it-examine that single clause," Thou hast the words of eternal life"; for time will not suffice to
explore the treasures contained in the following words,-" We believe
and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God."
" Thou hast the words of eternal life." What did the Holy Ghost
signify, as He spake thus by the mouth of Peter ~
He signified, first, that the Lord Jesus preached the words which'
revealed Eternal Life.
And was it not even so 1 For call to mind that memorable declaration of St. Paul:"Jesus Christ . . . hath abolished death, and hath brought life
and immortality to light through the Gospel."
Mark well that saying: He" hath brought life and immortality,".
-that is (translating the idiom as well as the words), immortal or
eternal life,-" to light through the Gospel." Surely it is taught
herein that eternal life was, to say the least, left in the gloom of a
deep obscurity by previous revelations.
Now this was most true. Take the most illustrious of them all..
Take that law which was given amid the blackness and darkness, and
thunderings, and voices of the burning mount: did it make known
how the sinner might live 1
No! the moral law, while it seemed to give life, really told ouly
of death. "This do, and thou shalt live," was its decree; but how
fearful-how destructive of all hope to the really awakened soul its
sanction! "Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them" (Gal. iii. 10).
And then, as to the ceremonial law : richly instructive as it is to us,
now tbat it has been illuminated with all the rays of the New Testament
sun; it only proclaimed to its votaries from day to day, and from
year to year, at once the need of an atonement, and its own powerlessness to provide that atonement. It proclaimed the need of an atonement-" Without shedding of blood is no remission" (Reb. ix. 22).
It confessed its own inability to effect a reconciliation. For" in those
sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For
it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins" (Heb. x. 3, 4).
Passing from the law to the prophets,-in the most Evangelical of
them all, symbol and imagery rather veiled than made manifest the
glory of those glad tidings, which we now discern to be the very soul
of all the prophetic harmonies; for the prophets themselves searched
" what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
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did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow" (1 Pet. i. 11).
What a burst, then, of light must the Gospel, preached at the first
coming of the Redeemer, have been to those who, in the observance
of the law and the study of the prophets, were looking for redemption
in Jerusalem ! Truly, they would say, " the darkness is past, and the
true light now shineth " (1 John ii. 8).
Take only two specimens: listen to the words of the Lord's forerunner : -

" Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world"
(John i. 29). As though he would say,-" The lambs of man's providing, which have been offered day by day and year by year continually,
were but local in their application, and ineffectual in their operation.
They were for Israel alone, and even his sin they never put away.
Behold now a Lamb of God's providing,-it is His own incarnate Son,
the immaculate Jesus: His sacrifice shall be wide in its application,
Gentile as well as Jew shall share its benefits; it shall be effectual in
its operation, it shall blot out as a cloud their sin and as a thick cloud
their iniquities,-behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world."
Or, listen, again, to the words of the Lord Himself :'" Verily, verily, I say unto you; He that heareth My word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting. life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John
v. 24). As though He would say,-" The law worketh only wrath:
this do and thou shalt live, is the tenor of its decree. But none can
do and therefore none can live. Hearken now to the Gospel: it
bringeth life,-Believe and thou shalt be saved, is the burden of its
proclamation; and this, though thou be the chief of sinners, still,
confessing and forsaking thy sin, thou hast passed from a state in
which all is condemnation, into a state in which there is no condemnation, neither shall there be any; Thou hast, in the fullest sense of the
word, everlasting life."
Truly life and immortality were brought to light by that Gospel
which Jesus preached. Can we marvel that, in the retrospect of the
many times that he had hung upon the lips of his Master, and drunk
in the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth, Peter should
say,-" Lord, to whom shall we go 1 Thou hast the words of eternal
life."
But the Holy Ghost meant more than this.
He meant, secondly, that Jesus preached the words which imparted
eternal life.
Hearken to the testimony of St. Peter's brother apostle, St. James"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with Whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning. Of His own will begat He us with the word of
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures" (chap.
i. 17, 18).
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I would have you ponder those words,-" Of His Own will begat
He us with the Word of truth."
What solemn verities are we instmcted in thereby. That we must
be born from above, before we can enter into the kingdom of God.
That the instrument, by which the Father of lights effects that new
creation, is the word of truth.
Yes, brethren, "Ye must be born again." This is what the Lord
said to the aged, the dignified, the learned, the exemplary, the religious,
the candid Nicodemus: and to which of us, let me ask, would He
not say the like!
And the instrument by which He effects this change is the Word,not the personal word,-not the baptismal formula,-but the preaehed
Gospel. For, hearken again to the words of Peter himself :" Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently :" Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is
as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the Word of the
Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the Gospel
is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 22-25).
Mark well; we read not here of a seed which lies dormant,-mueh
less which perishes :-no, we read of a seed which is incorruptible,-a
seed which takes root downwards, and bears fruit upwards, even to
Life Eternal.
Now, if the Gospel preaehed by such miserable sinners as are we,
the servants of JesusOhrist, doth yet become the power of God iu
quickening the spiritually dead to life eternal,-shall we not be certain
that that power was abundantly shown forth in the congregational
ministrations of our Master Himself! Yea, doubtless, as He preached
the Gospel, greater miracles were accomplished in the souls of the
hearel'S than were wrought on their bodies: the ear, spiritually deaf,
was unrtopped; the eye, spiritually blind, was opened; the foot,
spiritually lame, was taught to run the way of God's commands,yea, and souls, spiritually dead in trespasses and sins, were quickened.
And of this He spake himself, when He said,"Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that
hear shall live" (John v. 25).
The eleven had themselves been subjects of this stupendous work
of distinguishing grace. It is "a work so real, so grand, so utterly
beyond the comprehension of any, but those who have experienced
it,-that the language, even of inspiration, labours in vain to produce
an adequate expression of its greatness, and takes refuge in a throng
of startling metaphors; it is a calling out of darkness into marvellous
light,-a passing from death unto life,-a first resurrection,-a birth
from above,-a new creation,-a partaking of the Divine nature! "
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(see" The Way of Peace" :-Sermon on " Grieve not the Holy SpiJrit
of God "). And, can we marvel that, as they reflected that this had
been achieved by the ministry of Him Who came down, not only to
reveal, but also to communicate Eternal Life, they shonld say," Lord, to whom shall we g01 Thou hast the words of eternal life."
But this clause has, thirdly, a yet further significance.
The Lord Jesus might well be said to have the words of Eternal
Life, because He preached the words which nourished Eternal Life.
The spiritual life needs food as surely as the animal life. And what,
according to Scripture, is its appointed aliment 1 Let the Apostle,
who speaks in my text, himself reply :" Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Pet. ii. 1, 2).
Observe, it is a good thing to be babes in Christ; and it is better
to be ever like them: but it is not a good thmg to continue always
babes: we should aFpire to manhood, "unto the measure of the
stature of the fnlness of Christ" (Ephes. iv. 13). And how shall we
be nourished unto spiritual maturity 1 "Desire the sincere milk of
the Word,"-the full, pure, unmixed truth of God,-" that ye may
grow thereby."
St. Peter must surely have spoken from experience, when thus he
commended the sincere milk of the Word.
For just revert, in thought, to that Gospel which contains the most
abundant account of the directly ministerial teaching of the J"ord
Jesus,-I mean the Gospel of St. John,-and learn from thence bow
simple, and yet, at the same time, how rich and how full was his
pastoral instruction.
Need I remind you of this very chapter from which my text is taken,
wherein, under the similitude of eating His flesh and drinking His blood,
the Lord incnlcates the wondrous result of a simple trust in His name 1
" This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your
fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread
shall live for ever" (verse 58).
Or shall I rehear;e the tenth chapter, in which, claiming as His own
the Old Testament title of the Good Shepherd, He tells of the certainty
and perpetuity of faith in His elect 1 "My sheep hear :My voice, and
I know them, and they follow Me: and·J give unto them eternal life ;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand" (verses 27,
28, 29).
Or, once more, shall we cite the seventeenth chapter; a chapter
in which, pleading with the Father on behalf of those who had been
given to Him in the counsels of eternity, He claims for them, as a
right, the highest blessedness which that Father could bestow 1
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where lam; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
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given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world"
(verse 24).
No marvel that taught, quickened, nourished by such a ministry,
St. Peter said,-" Lord, to whom shall we go 1 Thou hast the words
of eternal life."
Shall we go to the chief priests, with their divers washings and
carnal ordinances 1 No: these are but a shadow of good things to
come; the body is of Christ (001. ii. 17). Shall we go to the Pharisees,
with their long prayers, their broad phylacteries, their tithing of mint,
and anise, and cummin 1 No: in vain do they worship God, teaching
for doctrines the co=andments of men 1 Shall we go to the Sadducees,
with their philosophy and vain deceit 1 No: the wi.dom of this
world is foolishness with God; they do err, not knowing the Scriptures.
No: none of these will do! Our souls are perishing, hungry souls,-they need the words of eternal life,-and those words Thou hast, and
only Thou!
Having now examined thus far the basis of the Apostolic loyalty,
let us briefly draw from what has been discovered, such lessons as may be
s"'''/Jiceable to ou·rselves.
And first, let hearers of the Word take this memorable reply of
St. Peter as a criterion of their own spiritual state before God.
When you attend in the house of the Lord upon the ministry of
His servants, is it your one desire to hear the words of eternal life 1
Or, is it the excitement of feeling, the indulgence of fancy, the quickening of intellect, the lulling of conscience, or, worse than all, the mere
observance of custom, that brings you to the sanctuary. 1 Alas,
brethren; conscience may be soothed by many a flattering word,
intellect may be exercised by many a subtle speculation, imagination
may revel in many a pleasant phantasy, yea, and the affections may
be roused by many a pathetic appeal, in a heart to which not one
single word of eternal life has found a saving entrance 1
o for such a heart as the Holy Ghost alone can give I-an honest
and good heart, a heart cleared from the thorns and briars of known
and permitted sin, a heart ploughed up by the deep furrows of conviction, a heart softened by the dews and the rain of heaven's good spirit
-for into such a heart the Word will find entrance, even though it
come not with excellency of speech, and man's wisdom; and finding
entrance, it will give long life, even for ever and ever..
But, secondly and lastly, 'let preachers of the Word take this memorable reply of St. Peter as a test of their own ministerial faithfulness.
We claim to be the ambassadors of Ohrist-do we justify that claim
by bringing ,vith us the words of eternal life 1 .
Suppose, for an instant, that we speak other words, how fearful
the consequences 1
. We may give present satisfaction to one or all the numerous classes
of the children of this world-to the literary, the intellectual, the
imaginative, the moral, the ascetic, but what will the end be 1
" If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch" (Matt.
xv. 14).
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But if, on the contrary, by the grace of God, we emulate the Apostolic
example; if, by the grace of God, being determined to know nothing·
among you but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, we do in very deed
set before you the words of eternal life-how blessed the fruit shall
certainly be !
Truly, Christ crucified has always been, and will always be, "unto
the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness"; yet
will He be also to the called, both Jews and Greeks, " Christ the power
of God, and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 23, 24).
Instructed, quickened, nourished, even by our unworthy instrumentality, " the poor of the flock" shall know that ours is indeed the
Word of the Lord. And hereafter shall the promise be verified to the
utmost, "They that be teachers shall shine as the brightnesil of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as tbe stars
for ever and ever" (Dan. xii. 3).

"A SWEET-SMELLING SAVOUR."
WE all know the satisfaction and delight felt on inhaling the sweet
perfume of some flowers, especially if it is a scent which particularly
pleases us. "A sweet savour" is an expression frequently met with
in the Holy Scriptures, and conveys the idea of pleasure and satisfaction. This may be clearly seen from what Paul writes to the Philippians: "But I have all and abound; I am full, having received of
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God" (Phi!. iv.
18). The first time the phrase occurs is in Gen. viii. 21. When Noah,
after the Flood, had come forth from the ark, the first recorded thing
that he did was to build an altar, and to offer burnt offerings. And
then we read, " And the Lord smelled a sweet savour (margin, a savour
of rest); and the Lord said in His heart, I will not again curse the
ground for man's sake, for the imagination of man's heart is evil
from his youth." Man's evil nature remained the same, notwithstanding the judgment of the Flood, but Jehovah had taught Noah that
One would be found Whose perfect sacrifice of Himself would be
accepted of Him, in the stead of sinful guilty men, who" come unto
God by Him." He bore all the wrath due to sin, and reconciled
sinners to God. This was doubtless the truth foreshadowed by the
burnt offerings of Old Testament times, established by Jehovah for
the acceptable worship of Himself. Abel's sacrifice was offered by
faith.. "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice
than Cain" (Heb. xi. 4). But" Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God" (Rom. x. 17). God must therefore have made
known to the patriarchs what He required. Noah therefore knew
what God required, obeyed, and in faith " offered burnt offerings on
the altar." And Jehovah was well pleased, and His approval is
signified when He is said to have" smelled a sweet savour."
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This is confirmed by the fact that afterwards, under the Levitical
dispensation, God appointed burnt sacrifices-" an offering made by
fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord" (Lev. i. 9; Exod. xxix. 18,41).
From the Epistle to the Hebrews we learn that these were typical
of .the one propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. The writer
quotes from Psa. xl. 4--7, the words of Christ, " Sacrifice and offering
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me. In burnt
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure: then said I,
Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me) to do Thy
will, 0 God" (Heb. x. 5-7). In the sacrifices and offerings, and burnt
offerings, "offered by the law," God had no pleasure (verse 8); but
in Christ's sacrifice He found rest, and satisfaction, and delight, as it
is written (Ephes. v. 2), "Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us,
and hath given Himself for us, AN OFFERING AND A SACRIFICE TO GoD
FOR A SWEET-SMELLING SAVOUR."

What gospel this is to sinners who have learned the ineradicable
evil of their old nature; who have tried to work out a righteousness
which God will accept, and have found it a vain task! Christ's
sacrifice has been accepted for them, and they are accepted in Him.
" He shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it
shall be accepted for him, to make atonement for him" (Lev. i. 4;
see also Ephes. i. 6; 2 Cor. v. 21; Col. ii. 10).· The believer has peace
with God and joy in the Lord.
.. I have been to the altar and witnessed the Lamb
Burnt wholly to ashes ior me ;
And watched its sweet savour ascending on high,
Accepted, 0 Father, by Thee.
" And thus mine iniquity's taken away
By Him Who its penalty bore;
An end of my sin has been made by Him there,
And will be remembered no more."
But let us now inquire, in the light of God's Word, why Christ's
sacrifice was " a sweet-smelling savour" to God. Whence arose His
satisfaction and delight 1
1. It arose from the carrying out by Christ of the will of the Father.
" Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God" (Heb. x. 9). He said, " My meat
is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work" (John
iv. 34). A specific part of that work was to lay down His life, as He
said (John x. 17, 18), "Therefore doth My Father love Me, because
I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from
Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of
My Father."
Therefore He " became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross" (Phi!. ii. 8), and the prophetic word was fulfilled, " The pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in His hand" (Isa. liii. 10).
2. Christ's "giving Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to
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God" was "for a sweet-smelling savour," inasmuch as by it the
righteousness of God -was manifested and magnified. God is holy.
He nates sin. God is righteous. But how can He righteously account
a guilty sinner to be righteous ~ This is displayed in the Gospel of
the grace of God. It is stated by Paul in Rom. iii. 25, 26, "Whom
(i.e., Christ Jesus, verse 24) God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare,
I say, at this time, His righteousness: that He might be just, and
the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." This is God's way,
and this meets the need and satisfies the conscience of the repentant
and contrite sinner. "For Christ was delivered for (on account of) our
offences, and raised again for (on account of) our justification" (Rom.
iv.25). In Christ Jesus" Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other" (Psa. lxxxv. 10).
3. The Father was well pleased with the sacrifice of Christ because
it manifested the love of God, Three-in-One. Objections to the
doctrine of the atonement are often founded upon the supposed
implacability of God except by the sacrifice of Christ. But this is an
unscriptural way of regarding the doctrine, and often proceeds from
the loose way in which it has been frequently taught in many Sunday
schools and pulpits. The wrath of God indeed fell upon our great
Surety and Substitute, when He died upon the shameful tree; but
it was the love of the eternal Three which designed and purposed that
thus it should be, as the means of the salvation of His people, with
whom by His incarnation He had become One (Heb. ii. 9-17).
Love moved God the Father to give His only-begotten Son. "God
commendeth (gives the proof of) His love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8).
Love led the Son of God" to give His life a ransom for many."
Love actuated the Holy Spirit, by Whose almighty power the spotless human nature of Christ was formed, and could be "offered to
God" on our behalf (Heb. IX. 14). "God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His oulybegotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 8-10).
4. The Father was well pleased with Christ's sacrifice because of
the salvation of myriads ensured by it, displaying His infinite wisdom
and love. Christ is the only way to God, and that by His vicarious
death. "Christ hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18). A vast multitude,
saved by His merits, will bring glory to God throughout eternity.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, grace will reign, through righteousness,
unto eternal life (Rom. v. 21).
" To God only wise be glory, through Jesus Christ, for ever. Amen"
(Rom. xvi. 27).
Lloydminste,' (Sask.), Oanada.
ROBERT J. NOYES, RD.
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PILGRIMAGE AND HIMSELF.
" AT our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old," and
truly in the unerring, unchanging Word of God are new and old and
pleasant fruits-all manner of them. Fresh views of Jesus, new sights
of the exceeding great, never-failing love of God in Christ, new cause
for praise. Every day He is leading us in new pathways wherein we
are enabled to sing new songs. We also look back and see His" tender
mercies which have been ever of old." "God is my King of old
working salvation." And the "old, old story" is ever new, ever
repeating itself. The Holy Spirit reveals new gleams on the well-known
words, new meanings that we never saw before, although the pages
are so familiar. ' Yet the loved music of the old words never loses its
charm. The Bible is such a wonderful book. One reads what seems
an entirely new word giving fresh emphasis, yet it was there always,
only it was not the Holy Spirit's time to show it.
'
Writing personally of my own feelings, I can never enjoy the new
phraseology which some are seeking to thrust upon us now, It is
irreverent and in some cases irrelevant and darkens the Word, Oh,
let us " stand in the old paths," and revere every word in our precious
Bibles, from cover to cover, drinking in the living streams of living
love. Let us, like the householder of whorn Jesus spake, bring forth
continually out of our treasure things new and old. The Word of God
is our treasure and from it we derive joy in new discoveries, given
by the Holy Spirit's inspiration, and rejoice in the memories of sweetes~
consolations in the past for ourselves and the great number of redeemed
ones gone before.
"Oh, may these heavenly pages be

Our ever dear delight;
And· still new heanties may we see,
And still increasing light."
One subject that I think the child of God could never tire in contemplating and which must always give strength and assurance is the
word" Himself," which is given and implied in so many places. It
has a magnetic power drawing closer and closer attention to the loved
Person. Thus" God Himself is with us." We feel His very presence
in the sacred words. We know that not a deputy, not an ambassador,
but He Hirnself is with us. "Himself took our infirmities and bare
our sicknesses." Not the pity that is tender but cannot say from
experience, "I know what it is," it is the love actually taking upon
Himself the distresses, " took our infirmities," and so He is able (reverently be it written) to say, " I know it."
" Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them." No more convincing
proof of His resurrection than this. Himself stood in the midst of
them. His disciples had heard. They believed not, they could not
understand. Even when they saw, when He Himself visibly stood in
the midst, " they were terrified and affrighted and supposed that they
had seen a spirit:' They knew He had died, and they could nO,t
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understand a return to life, a resurrection. How gentle He was!
" Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?
Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see,
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see Me have." And when
He had thus spoken He showed them His hands and His feet. Then
by eating before them He proved still further His identity. Often if
we are in difficulty and an influential friend says, "Don't trouble, I
will see to it myself; I will go myself and represent matters," we feel
so full of confidence in the success of our cause. Thus in spiritual
matters Himself undertakes, Himself appears in heaven for us. "He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Just pause,
dear reader, and consider this expression, "the sacrifice of Himself."
It is stronger than sacrifice, stronger than oflering the sacrifice, the
8Mrifice was Himself. He was the High Priest, but He was sacrifice
also. Not like the Aaronic high priest who oflered up sacrifice first
for his own sins, and then for the people; for this He did once when
He oflered up Himself, the sinless One. All through it is Himself.
"The Fa1;her Himself loveth you." He said, "I say not unto you
that I will pray the Father for you, for the Father Himself loveth you,
because ye have loved Me." And" So throngh all the length of days
His goodness faileth never."
We are pilgrims passing through, not of this world, passing through
the wilderness, and we have many steep places to descend sometimes,
and very high hills to mount, but He Himself is ever with us. And
so we go on the way hand in hand with Him into bliss. I am
reminded of an exquisitely lovely day early this year, when a dear
friend took me with three friends out into the country in his motor.
We reached the highest point of a beautiful valley by road. It seemed
a parable-the deep valley, the rocks, the trees, the narrow broken
paths. We all descended by a very steep way into the valley. I
being infirm in walking felt it a great venture, but-and herein is
parabolic teaching-I was strongly supported on each side by kind
friends. At the bottom of the hill was a level walk, and here our kind
guide left to go up the hill again, and take the motor round by road
to the other end of the valley. Looking round, the view was magnificent on all sides, woods, rocks, hills, and the pleasant green all round.
One very high rock specially arrested attention by its hold outline
and.precipitous height. Walking leisurely along, we met our guide
coming from the other end. He greeted us with tidings of a feast all
ready waiting for us, and conducted us to the house. From the
windows we could trace the path by which we had been led so safely.
I thought of the pilgrim journey, starting from the height, looking
forward so full of confidence. This is a type of the beginning of our
new life in Christ when we feel we can do all and dare all for the sake
of the One Who died for us. He bids us follow Him into the valley.
We shudder to go down the narrow difficult descent, not dangerous
because supported by Him, not walking in our own strength or ,visdom
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but His. _We lean on Him and venture forth, following His explicit
instructions: "Follow Me," He says, and we follow. "Put your foot
-on that stone," and we put one foot on the spot indicated. "Now
_step to that side, you will reach a firmer foothold." "My feet were
almost gone," said the Psalmist, "my steps had well nigh slipped,"
but as in another place he triumphantly stated, " Thou hast delivered
. . . my feet from falling." Moreover," He . . . set my feet upon
a rock and established my goings." Thus was I led that day from one
.step to another, patiently, carefully, safely, down to the lowest step,
and there did we rejoice in the valley on the level green pathway,
looking round at the beauty on all sides and the brightness in front.
Ah! dear reader, the child of God when down in the valley learns to
sing. He sees from whence he came, he sees the love-guarded path
by which he was led, the right way though steep, and he goes on
rejoicing, beholding the vastness of redeeming love, the fellowship of
saints cheering his heart, the smile of his Saviour, and hears the
whispers concerning " the other end" with" the banqueting house"
and rest. Just as our guide met us the other day in the valley and
walked with us, telling us of the short distance to traverse and the
feast waiting. He took us to it himself. Our heavenly Guide and
Saviour said, " I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go I will come
again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am there ye may be
also.
All the way through this memorable walk the sweet pilgrim imagery
haunted me. He bringeth down from the height of self-satisfaction
to the depth of helplessness, through the wilderness. He leadeth also
by the still waters, according to the needs of His people. He leadeth
the right way to the land where" He satisfieth them with good things."
" I will hold thy hand and will keep thee." He not only places the
foot firmly on rock, but He holds the hand also, lest the hand be
stretched out to a rotten plank or prickly fence. The leading and
care must be His own, all His own. No one else and nothing else must
have a hand in the salvation of His dear Covenant people-His jewels.
He will Himself lead them into 'everlasting joy. "God Himself shall
be with them." "I will receive you unto Myself."
N
ETTIE.
JJ

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, IItA., B.D.
SALVATION.
WHEN the writer was a boy, he was taken by his father, one Sunday
evening, to hear a famous Nonconformist Divine, the late John Angel
James. The sermon is forgotten, but not the opening words of the
preacher, which made a lasting impression. He said: "I am going
to ask you a question to-night which you cannot answer. I am going
to ask you a question which an angel cannot answer." "Then, after
·3 pause, "I am going to ask you a question which-I say it with
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reverence-God Himself cannot answer." And then he gave out his
text: "How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation? " (Heb.
ii. 3). How true this is! Did we not need salvation, there would
have been no necessity for the Son of God to come into the world,
·and to suffer, and die the shameful death of the cross. But, the
need existing, "God spared not His own Son, but delivered Hill!
up" (Rom. viii. 32). In John iii. 16, which Luther called "The Little
Bible," we are told that" God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." Since" the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men" (Rom.
i. 18) and all are" guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19) there remains
nought for unbelievers but condemnation and wrath, " the damnation
of hell" (Matt. xxiii. 33). Yet the majority of mankind, who have
the Holy Scriptnres, neglect this great Salvation. Many indeed, in
the pride of their hearts, despise and reject it, and to such the Apostle's
words apply: "Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you, which
is spoken of in the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and
perish" (Acts xiii. 40, 41). But with the many it is simple neglect.
They are eager and zealous, it may be, about worldly things, their
business, and their pleasures, but will not give even one day in seven
to real, earnest inquiry regarding the way of salvation! How can
such escape, continuing in their neglect! It is impossible!
The teaching of the Bible on this all-important subject of salvation
is that it is altogether of God in His Trinity of Persons. The love
and grace of God the Father devised it, and found a Saviour. "The
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world" (1 John iv. 14).
The love of God the Son led Him to take human nature into union
with His own Divine nature, and, as God and Man, to die for sinners.
" This is a faithful saying and worthy of all men to be received, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." As their Surety
and Substitute, He accomplished their salvation, and now, on the
ground of His finished work, a full, free, present, everlasting salvation
is proclaimed to sinners of mankind, and the Lord Himself declares:
" There is no God else beside Me; a just God and a Saviour; there
is none beside Me. Look unto Me, and be ye saved; all the ends
of the earth; for I am God, and there is none else" (Isa. xlv. 21, 22).
Those who gladly receive the message, have the comfortable assurance,
or, at least, "a good hope through grace," of their eternal safety.
This reception of the Gospel is brought about by the gracious influences
of God the Holy Spirit, and so all the glory of Salvation belongs to
God-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
Oh, that you, reader, may say: "Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength
and my song; He also is become my Salvation" (Isa; xii. 2).
As we have already seen, the salvation of God was accomplished
for His people when Christ died. It is a finished salvation, and all
who trust in Him are saved everlastingly. But those who are" born
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again" are consciously saved, in personal experience. All the lost
sheep of Christ, who have been sought by Him, and brought back to
Him, as their Shepherd, believe that He " bore their sins in His own
body on the tree," and that by that wonderful Substitution, and
their union with Him, they "died unto sin once," when He died,
and now" live unto righteousness," being made" the righteousness
of God in Him" (see Rom. vi.' 10, 11; and 1 Peter ii. 24, 25).
" My soullooks ba.ck to see
The burdens Thou didst bear
When hanging on the cursed tree,
And hopes her guilt was there."
H

Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove."

This is realized by Spirit-wrought faith, and when it is realized,
then that soul has the comfortable assurance of salvation. This is that
aspect of salvation of which Paul writes to Titus (chap. iii. 5): "Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost." Note that it is not the regeneration of washing
(or" the laver," Greek); not baptism, that is, but the washing (or
" laver") of regeneration, a very different thing!
The Holy Scriptures speak of a salvation for God's people which
is yet future. For, although, when a sinner truly looks to Christ as
his Saviour, he is saved for ever by that Saviour's death, when His
soul was made" an offering for sin," there is a yet future salvation
on the day of the Lord's coming to the air for His Church-His
mystical Body-when those saints who are then living shall be changed,
and those who have died shall be raised, and all have glorified bodies
like unto His, "for our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also
we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall fashion anew
the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body
of His glory" (Phi!. iii. 20, 21, R.V.). Peter, too, speaks of this
coming salvation, when he tells believers that they are "kept by
the power, of God, through faith unto salvation ready to be "evealed
in the last time."
In all the Churches of the Anglican communion, in England, Ireland,
Scotland, and in other countries, this Scripture is read on the first
Sunday in Advent, viz.: Rom. xiii. 11, 12. "Knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put
on the armour of light." To the faithful members of those congregations, these words, read year after year, on the aforenamed Lord's
Day, must seem very solemn. As year succeeds year, whether the
coming of the Lord be still distant, or very near, they are nevertheless
reminded it is one year nearer the time when " He shall appear the
second time, without sin, unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28), and when they
shall receive the end of their faith, even the salvation of their souls
(1 Peter i. 9).
9
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GOD'S POWER OVER DUMB CREATURES.

" The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel
doth not know, My people doth not consider."-IsAIAH i. 3.
'fHE Almighty God, speaking by His servant the Psalmist, declares,

" Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand
hills" are also Mine (Psa. I. 10), and in another passage (Psa. cxlviii.
7-10) both" beasts and all cattle" are called upon to praise the Lord.
This they do by obeying the purpose for which they were crea1ed.
In His revelation from heaven, which He made after His work of
redemption was completed, the Lord Jesus conji;rms that He " created
all things" (Rev. iv. 11), and.He makes known that He permitted
one of His holy angels to attest the fact by a solemn oath (Rev. x. 6).
He Who created the various members of the animal kingdom can
employ them in any capacity He chooses. He fed Elijah by means of
ravens (1 Kings xvii. 6). He shut the lions' mouths for Daniel (Dan.
vi: 22), and "the foal of an ass" (Matt. xxi. 5) "whereon never man sat" ,
(Mark xi. 2) qnietly carried the Lord upon its back (Mark xi. 7).
What is man! "Why should it be thought a tbing incredible" tbat
God should do these things 1 (see Acts xxvi. 8).
God cares for" the beasts and the cattle," and this includes" the
.oild asses." Where the footof man has never trod, there God provides
springs and rivers and causes " the grass to grow" for tbese beasts
and cattle (see Psa. civ. 10-14), and when God sees fit to use these
creatures of His handiwork they respond at once to His influence.
Peter was much with his Lord and was deeply taught by Him, and
Peter could speak with authority and say that Balaam's dumb ass WAS
enabled to speak with man's voice and to rebuke the madness of tbe
prophet (see 2 Pet. ii. 15, 16).
In this day of much unbelief it is important to keep these facts in
mind, for facts they are, and not only to keep them in mind, but to usethem.
With this introduction as a guide, let reference be made to two
cases in which the Lord was pleased to employ animals to carry out
His will. The first is found in Numbers xxii. Balaam was a man
who had much intellectual knowledge of the Truth. He knew what
was right, but he had no real love for it. On the contrary, he " loved
the wages of unrighteousness" (2 Pet. ii. 15).
Men, such as Balaam, may make a great profession of religion, but
they have no saving knowledge of God, nor do they know' the protection
which God affords His people. It i." true that" the angel of the Lord
encampeth round about them that fear Him and delivereth them"
(Psa. xxxiv. 7), but mere professors of religion have not had their
eyes opened to see that" horses and chariots of fire" compass God's
faithful children (see 2 Kings vi. 17).
God sometimes sends remarkable warnings to His enemies not to
interfere with His people, and such a warning God sent to Balaam.
Balaam would not heed it, but the ass upon which he rode was made
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aware of the presence of God's angelic messenger. The ass obeyed
its creator, but the man Balaam would" not consider." When Balaam
would not regard and would not yield nor repent, then God used
extraordinary means of dealing with him. God caused the ass to
speak, and then Balaam realized what an outward deliverance he had
received, but his heart was unchanged, proving thereby how solemuly
true the words of the Lord are: "If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the
dead" (Luke xvi. 31).
. . God is speaking to men and women to-day by various methods.
He is showing them the absolute truth of His Word, but few are willing
to give heed, and the few who do, and who therefore raise a note· "f
warning, are treated as Balaam treated his ass, but the ass was right
and Balaam was wrong.
It is better to obey God as the ass did, and be thought a " fool for
Christ's sake" (1 Cor. iv. 10), than perversely to oppose God and
perish.
.
A second instance of the manner in which God has utilized members of the animal creation to execute His will is found in
1 Kings xiii.
King Jeroboam, like many another potentate, thought to secure his
throne by establishing idolatry. It is a fatal step. Disloyalty and
disobedience to God can never procure true loyalty to human rulers.
A false religion may enslave the people for awhile and keep them
quiet, but sooner or later idolatry becomes the ruin of any nation
(Prov. xiv. 34).
.
God sent one of His servants to reprove Jeroboam, and to this
servant God gave commandment" Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor
return again by the same way that thou earnest" (verse 9). As a
servant of God he was not to be under obligation to any idolater.
Hence he firmly declined the hospitality which the king offered him,
and he commenced his return journey by a different route. Up to this
point the servant obeyed his Lord's command, but a trial of his faith
was at hand. "An old prophet," professing to be " a man of God,"
followed after the true servant of the Lord, and said to him (verse 18),
" An angel spake unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him
back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink
water." This statement, God declares, was a lie. Sad to relate, the
true servant of God believed this lie and turned back, and" did eat
bread" and" drink water" in the house of the deceiver.
; Whilst both were sitting at the table God compelled the deceiver
to acknowledge his falsehood, for he had to tell the true-yet dia"bedient--servant that God would not suffer him to be buried in the
sepulchre of his fathers (verses 20-22). As he was journeying homewards, " a lion met him, and slew him," but neither ate him nor hurt
his ass! and he was buried in the false prophet's grave (verses 24, 30).
rhis history has a lesson that needs to be taken to heart to-day.
:' God is not a man that He should lie; neither the Son of Man that
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He should repent; hath He said, and shall He not do it 1 or hath He
spoken and shall He not make it good 1 " (Num. xxiii. 19).
There are faise prophets everywhere at present (2 Pet. ii. 1; l\lark
xiii. 22; John iv. 1). Men who profess that they have a new
revelation, men who, in effect, would have others believe that God
has changed His mind, that what He once forbade He now permits,
that the way in which He commanded men not to walk He has now
thrown open!
The man of God, who was firm and loyal in his witness for God
when he stood before the king, was ensnared and fell when one, whom
he took to be a prophet, came to him with fair speecn and plausible
words (Rom. xvi. 18). Well may the Apostle give the solemn warning, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall"
(1 Cor. x. 12). Since" whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning" (Rom. xv. 4), let each reader keep ever in
mind that God changes not (Mal. iii. 6), and therefore the Gospel
which the Lord Jesus preached and has revealed throughout His Word
is the Gospel which is to be received now. It cannot alter (Gal. i.
8-12).
As a literal lion met and slew the disobedient servant of God (1 Kings
xiii. 24), so Satan" as a roaring lion walketh abont seeking whom he
lllay devour" (1 Pet. v. 8, 9). He cannot destroy the true sheep, but
he can wound those who stray from the fold (Luke xv. 4-6; John
x. 29).
P. 1. B.
"FORMER TROUBLES "-" FORMER THINGS."
" The former troubles are forgotten."-IsA. Ixv. 16.
" The former things are passed away."-REV. xxi. 4.
DEPENDING on the enlightening help of the Holy Spirit, let us see what
comfort and beauty underlie these two attractive versicles as connected
with other assurances and promises from the same invincible Word
of God.
" The former troubles are forgotten." Here is a definite statement
about the eternal blessed future of the child of God. When the new
heavens and the new earth have been created, all past sorrow shall be
forgotten and" hid from (our) eyes." So grand indeed shall be this
superior new creation that" the former shall not be remembered, nor
come into mind" (verse 17), or "come upon the heart," the Hebrew
renders it, which appeals to one even more. That is, instead of complete obliteration of memory, the remembrance shall only remain as
a recollection of the love and wisdom of our God. It" shall not come
upon the heart" as a weight, like each fresh heavy sorrow comes to
us on waking in the morning during the earth days. There will then
be no pain or pressure in what we recall. That all memory of the past
will be obliterated up yonder it is impossible to believe. For that
would contradict so many Scripture statements. Take for instance
that beautiful counterpart of this one in Deut. viii. 2, "Thou shalt
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remember,etc." Ah! what are we to "remember" in that day, beloved
fellow-traveller? "All the way which the Lord thy God led thee."
Written primarily of the then near present future of the Israelites, it
yet is surely a promise picture to the spiritual Israel also. We need
not_ believe, we do not, we cannot believe that the patient, loving
dealings of our gracious God during our first state will take no place
in our praises during eternity. Nay! "thou shalt remember" and
understand and adore then, for the time disciplines and the great and
glorious issues thereof. It will then be love remembered and trouble
forgotten. Oh! there is so much that we shall be so glad to " remember"! One great joy in that all-joyful future will probably be this
very triumphant recollection. We shall then as now still ascribe all
victory to the Lamb and none to self. The Lamb slain and the Lamb
conquering will be our never-ending theme. But our heart-holiness
will involve heart-happiness. We shall" bethink (our) selves," i.e.,
" bring back to (our) heart" (2 Chron. vi. 37 and margin), the wonderful
way which the Lord our God led us through the oft-times weary and
perplexing and storm-crossed path below. There will, however, be
no remorse, no regret, no remonstrance in our thoughts. Heart-whole
we shall be heart-free and we shall only rejoice over all we recall.
Praise, and nothing but praise, and praise without a shadow of a cloud,
will be our experience then.
Why will it be so? Because" the former things are passed away."
This is far better than forgetfulness. Even on earth we frequently
come to realize that we are infinitely the gainer rather than the loser
by some of our bitterest trials. We would not go back and change
things if we could. Even here we often learn to praise for many of
the severest disciplines that have touched our hearts and lives. How
much more so then! Then i-when every trace, every result, every
introduction of sin has been removed. Then i-when the last sin stain
has been blotted out by the precious blood of Christ. Then i-when
infinite love fills, envelops, and satisfies us. Oh! it is a marvellous
conception-what marvel that our finite ken utterly fails to grasp it !
Then, too, our bodies will be healed and glorified.
Shall we look a little closer into some of the attractions of that
" Then"? Surely its first is depicted in the words, " Thine eyes shall
see the 'King in His beauty." A perfect Saviour to be viewed and
perfect eyesight wherewith to view Him (Isa. xxxiii. 17). Another very
full attraction is added later (verse 240), " The people that dwell therein
shall be forgiven their iniquity." The" forgiven" " people" " see"
a perfect Saviour, the perfect Saviour sees a perfect" people." Perfect
forgiveness and perfect holiness. Then the prodigal shall not say,
" Father, I have sinned," for in that holy home sin will have no place.
Then " the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick," for sickness will be
unfelt and unknown. No more failing powers of mind and body, of
eyesight and ,hearing. Perfect health and perfect soundness. Ah! it
is impossible to sum up the attractions of that glorious land, as it is
impossible to sum up the perfections of that glorious Leader.
'
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But as yet it is all so different. There is so much of sin in one's heart
and life that one is constrained to say with Ezra, " 0 my God, I am
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God "-" iniquities"
and "trespasses" abound and superabound (Ezra ix. 6). Sins of
.heart, sins of desire, and sins of committal at times well-uigh overwhelm
one. Yet we can still say with Ezra, "my God." And precious
thought, the blood cleanseth here, and the failures and shortcomings
and discouragements will not follow us there! :Ne shall realize then
that "the former things are passed away," and that "the former
troubles are forgotten." Yes! there is so much that we shall be so
glad to forget!
'
. The most stupendous mercy will ever be the putting away for ever
of sin. "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for
Mine Own sake, and will not remember thy sins" (Isa. xliii. 25).
:' Their sins and their iniquities will !remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).
" Thou shalt not be forgotten of Me" (Isa. xliv. 21). This is His full
redemption promise to us. Our sins not remembered-{)urselves not
forgotten. Ourselves remembered-our sins forgotten. Hence both
the Lord and we shall do some remembering and some forgetting.
Would we remember everything of the past 1 Nay, verily! Would
we have memory completely obliterated 1 Nay, verily, equally!
Truly we may praise our gracious God that He has given us the twofold assurance of recollection as to some things, and inability to recall
as to the rest. How intensely, too, we long to part company with sin.
How we long to see our Lord's return to bring about this blessed
consummation. While we wait for this we can say with one of old,
" The desire of ,our soul is to Thy Name, and to the remembrance of

Thee."
" ·New Eltharn, S.E.9.
,.

ELE.oI.NOR COKYERS BOWER.

"THE WEAKNESS OF GOD."
.
" The weakness of God is str01l{Jer thaT! men."-l CORL><THll".'I'S i. 25.
.

the tentmaker was sent by his Master to the seat and centre
o.f the world's philosophy to preach Christ crucified, it was considered
by the wise men of Corinth a display of the supremest foolishness.
But Paul well knew that what the wisdom of this world esteems
foolishness is wiser than men; and that what would be reckoned
weakness is stronger than men. He himself had been with his friends
in Corinth for eighteen months, "in weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling"; so much so that his Lord had cheered him in a
vision, and said: "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy' peace;
.for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee; for
I have much people in this city." Paul therefore knew by experience
that his Master's strength was made perfect -through his weakness.
But this thought by no means exhausts the meaning of the expression
-" the weakness of God." It may be further viewed in two aspects :

WHEN
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as it is manifested in the Person of ·Christ, and as it is experienced
in every servant and every disciple of Jesus.
The " weakness of God " may be viewed by the eye of faith and
lowly love in the Incarnation of the Eternal Word. By Him "were
all things made"; yet He was made flesh. How beautifully is this
unfolded in that wondrous first of John! The chapter opens with a
beginning before all beginnings, and declares the Eternal Godhead
of Jesus; it ends with" the Son of Man." It contains fourteen titles
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Its great theme is the condescension of the
Eternal Word in taking our nature; and clothes the profoundest
thoughts with the very eloquence of beauty in words of one syllable.
The Life of all things became the Lamb of God that He might endure
death and take away sin. The Glory of eternity" dwelt among us "
as a Man of sorrows, yet filled with grace and truth.
Was not herein displayed" the weakness of God "~ "Made flesh·-made of a woman-made under the law-made sin-made a curse
for us "-Himself the Maker of all. He Who upholds all things by
the word of His power was upheld in the arms of Mary. He by whom
all things consist, grew in wisdom and in stature. He who reigns
supreme in the temple of eternity "tabernacled" here, and veiled
His glory in a real human nature.
In th;s human nature, capable of pain and suffering, the Lord went
forth to do and to teach. In the wilderness of temptation the enemy
put forth all his power and malice without possibility of success.
Yet the Lord really suffered hunger, and really endured temptation,
.in order to be able to succour us who are tempted.. By being in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin, He knows my
weakness by His own experience; and thus Divine sympathy with
my infirmities secures my final victory over even the power of Satan.
When the palsied man was brought before Jesus, He healed the
·man's body by pardoning his sin, and asked: "Whether is it easier,
to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Arise and take up thy bed and walk ~" As much as to say that to
·Almighty power it is as easy to do the greater as to do the less! It
is wonderful to realize that Jeslls can as " easily" pardon my sin as
relieve my sorrow or heal my body. Verily the smallest touch of His
gracious hand is " stronger than men"; and He can work as independently of human help as of human opposition.
The same sweet truth is again clcarly seen two chapters later.
"He was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow. And
He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be
still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm." A weary
man asleep, yet near the rudder, guiding the vessel, and controlling
the storm. We may think that God has forgotten us, as if not caring
for our well-being; but He is stronger than all our fears, our storms,
and our unbelief.
Time would fail to tell of all His weakness. Mary and Martha
beheld it at their brother's grave. Jesus saw Mary weeping, and the
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Jews weeping with her: but the two sisters saw what was more
wonderful-" JESUS WEPT!" Twice also "He groaned" in Himself
as He neared that grave; yet with a loud voice the Resurrection and
the Life called Lazarus from the dead. Here, indeed, was infinite
power clothed in human sympathy and tender affection.
But the place wherein to gaze upon" the weakness of God" is the
loved Gethsemane. Perhaps not all disciples enter this garden so
far as some; but all do enter (John xviii. 1), from Peter down to
myself. Jesus, however, went " about a stone's cast farther" than
any of them or of us. In the garden Jesus struck the band of men
and officers backwards to the ground.
.
Who can speak the burden, the agony, the guilt, the wrath, the
unknown sorrows of Gethsemane! Here is Omnipotence prostrate,
with His face touching the ground, exceeding sorrowful even unto
death, sore amazed, very heavy, in an agony, praying more earnestly.
Who can apprehend what is contained in that bitter cry, "0 My
Father, IF IT BE POSSIBLE, let this cup pass from Me "! Here is the
Eternal Son of God, the Lord of all, the Majesty of Heaven, using the
word" if," and praying that the cup might pass from Him! "The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." "And there appeared
an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him." Truly the
Creator of the angels was now made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death.
This subject is too blessed for sinful lips, too deep for human
knowledge. Yet there are times when we have an experienced interest
in it, and then we know a little not only of the purport of the sufferings
of Christ, but of the sufferings themselves, by participation in them.
I am very sure that it is impossible to say: "Thy will be done" in
any strength less than Divine. It requires almighty power in exercise
in the soul to produce a gracious submission to the will of God our
Father. In this sense, truly, the" weakness of God" is stronger than
men. No strength or refinement of nature can yield this sweet submission, or enable us to bow to whatever God is pleased to lay upon
us. The perfection of the strength of Christ is experienced in our
conscious weakness; just as Paul, following in the footsteps of his
Lord, after praying thrice, proved to his joy in the afterward.
From that garden the Lord of life went forth to die the death of
the cross. The King of heaven was "crucified through weakness"
on earth, and became obedient unto death. He who is crowned with
light was crowned with thorns. The robe of glory was exchanged
for the mocking robe of purple; the golden sceptre of universal
domiuion for the taunting reed. The Judge of all the earth stood
silent before Pilate. There will be an awful reversal in that day
when Pilate shall stand speechless before Him!
This subject has its practical as well as its comforting intention. It
helps our infirmities by imparting real strength to endure trial, temptation, and conflict. It certaiuly helps me when weary to know that
One who fainteth not, neither is weary, endured real weariness. The
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eyes which look down upon my sorrows were once moistened with the
same kind of tears that now dim and moisten mine. The hands
which pour oil and wine into my wounds were once more deeply
wounded than mine. This being so, I may therefore come boldly
to the throne of grace to obtain mercy, and to find grace to help in
time of need.
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE SEA IS HIS AND HE MADE 1'r.
WE can scarcely suppose that thc ship in which Paul, with his friend
St. Luke, the physician, and the rest of them sailed, was the first
to be wrecked on the shores of Malta; but we do know that waves
never carried so far-famed a party all safe to land. But safe to land
they all got, however cold and wet they might be. "We are all
here," Paul said on another occasion, when God for his deliverance
was shaking the foundations of the prison, a kind word of encouragement, so a gracious minister once said to the Lord's people, to abide
cheerfully and obediently in the place of His appointment and to
cleave to each other, not knowing when He may call them. "We
are all here," will have a blessed meaning indeed when Christ makes
up His jewels, when the Holy Spirit perfects His work of grace in
His Church, when the Father gathers His family home into their
everlasting habitation. Distance and doubt will be past then, and the
ministering spirits will wait upon them for ever.
. They were all safe on land, bereft of their possessions: for it was
not the Lord's way this time to still the storm or to prosper the skill
of the ship's captain and the devotion of his crew. They had all come
through the water, not over it. But the" barbarous people showed"
them no little kindness, made no complaints about the number of
them, but went first for.a chief source of comfort and kindled a fire.
We can endure sundry inconveniences when we see the flames and
feel their warmth. And we know the rest, "the barbarous people"
were as ignorant and superstitious as they were kind; from which
it is evident that kindness is not necessarily an evidence of godliness
or religion.
"They changed their minds and said that he was a god." The
Apostle would not be much moved by their opinion, in the one case
or the other, though he would know that their earlier conclusion
was the truer: "No doubt this man is a murderer." Is a murderer
still 1 He would acknowledge that, as they do into whose hearts the
light of God has shone. Time was when he was manifestly and openly
a murderer, when he breathed out slaughter against the innocent,
and persecuted them to death. But he was changed since then. His
mind was changed. His heart, his affections, objects, and ways,
were changed. He preached the truth that once he destroyed. No
longer did he think he was his own, he knew that he was Christ's.
And that knowledge, wrought of the Spirit, carried with it all the
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restlessness that characterizes Divine life and love in the soul. He
said he had continual sorrow of heart. Perhaps he thought of the
text: "There is sorrow on the sea and it cannot be quiet." And
when the Galatians grew cold, when no man stood by him, when
Demas forsook him, he. would feel that in more senses than one he
had thrice suffered shipwreck, and had spent a night and a day in
the deep. But as other friends comforted, blessed, cheered, loved,
and encouraged him, he would feel the soft blowings of the south
wind, and rest a while at soine fair haven. It is not in actual ships
only that the seafaring man does business in deep waters, is driven
by Euroclydons and billows to reef the sails and clear the decks. So
far as we can gather, David never saw the Mediterranean, but he
-knew from his own experience what it was to mount up to the heavens
and to go down again to the deep, to have his soul melted because of
trouble, and then to be brought out of his distresses to his desired
haven: "One of our own poets" says:" Up I cast my longing eye,
Tossed like J onah on the sea;
Jesus whispers from the sky,
• As thy day thy strength shall be.'''
Not even the stars appeared as they were driven up and down
in Adria. And so they could not tell their bearings, but Christ was
in the vessel with His servants, as He is with many who cannot see
the signs or distinguish that any particular promises show them wher~
they are. Paul believed that it should be even as it was told him,
and that not one of them would be lost. He had by that time been
through many a storm, had hungered, thirsted, been naked, and
buffeted, and had no certain dwelling-place; but he would think:
" Are not our times appointed and where Thou wouldst have us to
be, Thou Who tellest and turnest the wandering waves of the sea 1 "
His last voyage came, and he entered the haven where he would be
laden with the trophies of Christ's victories. All storms are past
there. There are no Magellan Straits to engulf those who are afar
off, no Goodwin Sands or English Channel to betray those that are
nigh. There will be a new heaven and new earth, and there will be
no more sea.
FOLLOWER-ON.
A SCOTCH reader who had become temporarily blind writes after
sight had been restored, "I had the unspeakable joy of seeing once
more. I could call upon all the world to praise Him Who had done
such wondrous things for poor me. It was such a hardship for me
not to be able to read even a line from my Bible or the dear GOSPEL
MAGAZINE which has comforted me so often since, as well as before,
my trial. Truly the dear Lord has shown me tokens of His everlasting
love."
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THE OPENED HEAVENS.
THERE is a lovely little hymn by Watts which begins, "My God, the
spring of all my joys." The last verse runs :"The opening heavens a.ronnd me shine

With beams of sacred bliss;
While Jesus shows His heart is mine,
And wbispers I am His."
This verse has been in my mind very much the last few days, my dear
young readers. Would you like to know why ~
Well! a few evenings ago, I was quietly reading the closing verses
of the third chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew, when I was suddenly
arrested by the familiar words: "And, 10, the heavens were opened
unto Him." The overwhelming joy which they brought to me seemed
to hold me spell-bound for some time, and the joy is still with me.
What must it have meant to the Lord Jesus Christ thus to see the
heavens opened at that moment ~ He was about to begin His public
ministry when it happened, having just been baptized. Mark says He
saw the heavens opened, or as the margin gives it, cloven, or rent, and
then He saw the Holy Spirit descending upon Him and resting upon
Him. The prophet Isaiah had announced, "The Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon Him."
Do you remember that beautiful account given in the fourth chapter
of St. Luke's Gospel about the Lord's visit to Nazareth ~ He stood up
to read in the synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and read from the book
of the prophet Isaiah-" The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He
hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor . . . to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord." After reading the remarkable prophecy,
He sat down, and whilst the people were earnestly looking at Him, He
said, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears."
,
You will remember, too, that when Peter was speaking to those who
were gathered together in the house of Cornelius, he said, " God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power"
(Acts x. 38). It was when the heavens were opened unto Him that He
was thus anointed by the Holy Spirit.
But this was not all. He heard as well as saw. And, oh! the joy
it must have been to our Saviour to hear His Father owning Him as
His beloved Son, and expressing His pleasure in Him! He said, " This
is'My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." And now, looking
up into the face of the Lord Jesus, the believer can sing: "When Thou
hadst overcome the sharpness of death, Thou' didst open the kingdom
of heaven 'to all believers."
I should like to have talked with you about the opened heavens, as
referred to in John i. 51; Acts vii. 56 and x. 11, but space will not
permit. Would you like to look at the verses ~
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It may be that one day the Lord may call some of you to make
known the Gospel of His Grace at home or abroad. If He does, may
you see with the eye of faith the Holy Spirit coming to your aid to
supply all your need, and may you hear your Heavenly Father owning
you as His own child and assuring you of His pleasure in you, because
you are " Accepted in the Beloved."
E. A. H.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees of the GOSPEL 1I'IAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
following donations for the Fund:£ s. d.
£ d. d.
Mr. J. Kille
0 5 0 " Two grateful Readers"
Mr. W. Davenport
040
(per Miss L. Ormiston) 0 4 0
:l\Ir. A. Cornish
2 0 0 Mr. W. H. Small
0 4 0
Mr. J. Marsh ..
1 0 0 Mrs. M. H. Ward
1 6 0
Jl'Iiss M. S. Basteafield 0 4 0 Mr. J. J. Burton (free
Mr. W. Butcher
distribution). .
014 0
0 6 0
Mrs. E. M. Hockley .. 1 0 0 Mr. F. R. Wallis
0 4 0
1I'Irs. E. 11'1. Hockley (free
"H.M.C.andP.H.S." 2 2 0
distribution) ..
o 6 o Mr. C. E. Till (per Mr.
Miss E. lies
o 4 o E. J. Futter) ..
500
Mrs. A. E. Jackson
o 12 o Miss Bradstreet (per Mr.
Mrs. Crisp
o 15 o E. J. Futter). .
0 10 0
Mr. G. E. Skelton
o 4 o Miss M. A. Butcher
1 O. 0
"H. B."
0 4 0
o 4 o Rev. H. R. H. Hill
Mrs. E. Taylor
o 4 o Mrs. A. Castle..
0 10 0
Mrs. J. A. Woodhams o 6 o Rev. F. Houghton
0 5 0
Mrs. Goodall
o 4 o Mr. T. Kitley . .
0 6 6
Mrs. Thom
o 4 o Mrs. C. Smart..
0 4 0
Mr. H. Pike
1 8 o JI'Iiss E. M. Pert
0 5 0
Mrs. W. Cox
o 6 o Mrs. Bentley ..
0 3 0
Mr. J. Hesketh
o 4 o Mrs. A. M. Palmer
0 10 0
Mrs. K. W. Verbeck .. o 2 1 "A Widow" ..
0 2 0
1I'1r. G. A. Knighton . _ o 8 o Mr. F. E. lI'Iilward
0 10 0
Mrs. A. M. Rayner
o 6 o Mrs. J. G. Blinkhorn .. 04 0
Mrs. J. Salmon
o 4 o Mrs. S. M. Yeates
0 2 0
1I'Irs. Hayles
1 1 o Mrs. G. Hoadley
0 10 0
We (who believe) do not Christian duties in order to our being
delivered from wrath; but we perform them because we are delivered.
-Dr. Crisp, quoted by Toplady.
IF it had not been for sin, should we ever have known salvation!
If it had not been by the disobedience of one, should we ever have
known the sweetness and power that come through the imputed
obedience of Another !-The late Mr. J. E. Hazelton.

..

,

The Gospel Magazine

135

lfn ltilemotiam.
THE LATE REV. W. W. WINTER.
THE Daily Colonist, Victoria, British Columbia, for Dec. 25th last,
contained the following announcement :" There passed away at the home of his daughter at Happy Valley,
Rev. Waiter W. Winter, aged 82 years. The deceased was a native
of England, but had resided at Happy Valley for the past fourteen
years, where he was Rector of the Reformed Episcopal Church for that
period. He is mourned by Mrs. Winter and a son, W. F. Winter, and
daughter, Mrs. L. Field, of Happy Valley. The funeral will take place
on Saturday afternoon from the Happy Valley Church, at 2 o'clock.
Interment will be made in Metchosin Cemetery. No flowers by
request."

Our dear friend Mr. Winter was formerly the esteemed Churchwarden
of Trinity Church, Derby, during the incumbency of the Rev. Henry
Martin, who is now Rector of Oulton, near Lowestoft. For about
fourteen months we had the privilege of ministering the Word at
Trinity Church, as Mr. Martin's Curate. We came therefore into
regular contact with Mr. Winter. At that time he had a large business
as photographer in Derby. On one occasion when the late King
Edward was staying at some neighbouring Hall, Mr. Winter was
selected to photograph a group with King Edward as the prominent
and chief figure. Whenever a free grace clergyman came to preach
it was Mr. Winter's custom to take his photograph. The doctrines
of grace were very precious to him. He used to conduct the Men's
Bible Class in Trinity Mission Hall every Sunday afternoon.
For the sake of his son's health, we believe, he eventually removed
to Happy Valley, Nr. Victoria, B.C. Here he began to hold services
on the Lord's Day, and eventually built Trinity Mission Hall there.
After passing the age of seventy he was ordained into the ministry of
the Reformed Episcopal Church, and ministered the Word in the
Mission Hall regularly on the Lord's Day.
.
A few years ago he wrote asking that a copy of Gill's Commentary
should be sent him, and through the instrumentality of the Rev. J. J.
Beddow this was procured and forwarded.
. For a long period he has been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Frequently he has written saying how much he valued its testimony.
A portion of his last letter to us appeared in the January issue, in which
he spoke of the great help which an article on " The Blood of Sprinkling" had been to him. The letter was dated October 27th, 1924.
In this connection it is touching to learn that" Just before he breathed
his last, he exclaimed, 'Victory, victory through the blood of the
Lamb.''' What a beautiful testimony! He had reached an advanced
age, and now he is with his precious Saviour Who redeemed him with
His Own blood. We remember that while we were in Derby he once
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quoted the words, "Thou art worthy," etc., in Rev. v. 9, and he
specially emphasized the words "out of" in the part of the verse
which says, " Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation."
Our tender Christian sympathy goes out to his sorrowing widow and
children.

qtotusponllmcr.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter from a servant of the Lord
labouring amongst sailors will show the great need there is for sound
Gospel literature for the men, and we hope that it may be the means of
stirring up friends of the soldiers and sailors to fresh efforts. "Dear
Mr. Brider, I was very pleased to receive from you the parcel of books,
Gospels, etc. I have had difficulty just lately in getting good Gospel
literature like this, -so that the parcel was doubly welcomed, and I
trust will convey the message to many sailors and with God's blessing
may good be the result. Again thanking you." Parcels of books,
carriage paid, will be welcomed at this address. Much literature
lying about may be put to good use amongst the men.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol.
Fel>ruary, 1925.

llroHstant 15eatOll.
RESERVATION AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
SPEECH BY REV. I. SIVITER, M.A., VICAR OF ST. JOHN'S, HARBORNE,
.BIRMINGHAM, AT THE ISLINGTON CLERICAL CONFERENCE,
JANUARY 13TH.
I AM here to-day contrary to doctor's orders, and I cast myself upon
your sympathy, but I am glad to be here because I.want to add my
testimony to that which has already been given.. The President said
.just now that there were four speakers who would represent four
different shades of opinion. Well, I have found no different shade of
opinion as yet from my own, and if I am to be considered, as I am in
some quarters suspiciously considered, as a ()onservative of conservatives-well, the two preceding speakers are in the same boat!
It strikes me that the thing of real value that has arisen out of the
discussions on Prayer Book revision -is that we now know the objective
of our opponents. But a still greater value, in my judgment, is that
these discussion.8 have led a great pody of EvangelicaJs-:-,one is devoutly
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thankful for this-to form a united front against a common enemy.
Our concerted action in view of the serious and burning question
before us is, I believe and hope, bound to convince the powers that be.
that Evangelicals are more than a negligible quantity, that we have
to be reckoned with in regard to the question of Prayer Book revision.
The three great points before us-Reservation, Prayers for the Dead,
and the use of the chasuble----{)annot be accepted by Evangelicals
because they are irreconcilable with our Church's position in general
and her doctrine in particular. Why, the sole reason that we have
a Church of England at all-that is, as we know it--is because these
errors were cast off at the Reformation; we see no reason to repent
of that glorious age in dust and ashes, and we are consequently adamant
in our attitude towards these vital questions.
All that has been said before me has taken the wind out of my sails,
but I am going to say what I as a conservative Evangelical am expected
to say, and it does not differ in the least from what has been said
before. Our attitude towards Reservation must be one of clean
separation. There can be no compromise here, the issue is too vital.
To accept even a modified Reservation, in my view, would be to open
the floodgates of the superstition that has degraded true worship and
has in the end misled the worshipper. The fundamental evil of tIm
error is that it conveys a distorted view of Deity, and that is serious.
The great conception of God as revealed in the New Testament is that
the Most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands, and Reservation brings us back to a localized presence. Furthermore, Reservation
is no part of the original institution of the Lord's Supper, and we find
no rule requiring a pyx in every church for a Viaticum of the sick
earlier than our allocution by Pope Leo IV (847-855). Where also is
the first order for a light and chasuble at the Mass 1 The date is
illuminative, for it is just after Paschasius Radbert and the Forged
Decretals had propagated a belief that led to a development of eucharistic worship which in its turn led to the general acceptance of a belief
in Transubstantiation.
Our safety, therefore, lies in refusing to teach Reservation in any
form whatever.
It is the same with public Prayers for the Dead. The doctrine is
not so innocent as it appears. Again the issue is fundamental. Scripture and history are against their introduction. The authoritative
statement of the Anglo-Catholic school-what they have called recently
a declaration of the faith-declares that it is the duty of all priests
to offer the unbloody sacrifice of the Eucharist for the living and
departed. At the Anglo-Catholic Congress in 1920 'the Secretary of
the English Church Union, issuing an authoritative statement, examined two views of Purgatory, the one popular and unscientific, " which
explains the sufferings of Purgatory as being intrinsic and not remedial
in character and effect," and the other which" regards the penalties
as vindictive and extrinsic, suffering deliberately inflicted by God
Himself and as deliberately and joyfully accepted by His friends "-.
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I do not quite know what he means there-" so that they may make
expiation for their sins." That theory, said the Secretary, is hased
on the fact of mortal sin, and is scientific and intelligible, for it accords
with the standards of justice. That is the doctrine which lies behind
the attempt to reintroduce Prayers for the Dead into the system of
our Church. It is the abnegation of the Gospel of Christ, teaching
men to look to their own suffering and to the sacrifice of the priest in
Mass for the expiation of their sins, instead of finding full satisfaction
in the atonement of our Blessed Redeemer as set forth in His Cross and
Passion. I am convinced that the only hope of restoriug peace to our
Church is in adherence to those principles of that Prayer Book which
is endeared to us by lifelong use and hallowed by the tradition of four
centuries.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
TEAS have been given to the inmates of our Homes, followed by brief
addresses which were much appreciated by the old folks. Visitors
will be heartily welcome to the Saturday evening Prayer Meetings.
Sales on behalf of the Benevolent Funds of the Homes will be held
at Camberwell on June 11th and at Hornsey Rise on July 3rd. Gifts
of useful work will be thankfully received by the Lady Visitors.
The financial year closes ou March 31st, and if friends will kindly
bear this in mind it will greatly assist in the completion of the year's
accounts.

ll\ehtetrls antJ j}.otices of !Soots.
AN ALTAR UNDER THE HrLL and THAT SWEET STORY OF OLD. Both
by Pastor William Wileman, of 44, Caddington Road, Cricklewood,
London, N.W.
The first is a sermon of eight pages published at one halfpenny. It
is full of Gospel truth, though we should have preferred a qualifying
adjective used in one or two places, indicating that penitent or awakened
sinners are the persons addressed. Twelve copies of this sermon may
be had from Pastor Wileman for 8d. and 25 copies for Is. 3d., post
free.
The second is a pamphlet giving an interestiug account of the
children's hymn, "I think when I read that Sweet Story of Old."
This is published at one penny by Mr. Clement Wileman, 5 & 7, Redcross
St., London, E.C.l.
My LITTLE POCKET-BOOK. By Mr. H. H. Martin. The price is 2d.
It is to be issued quarterly (D.V.), and can be obtained from The
Booklet Mission, 56, Leybourne Avenue, Ealing, W.l3. Like all his
other booklets it is very bright and cheery.

