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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which arc in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we oursel'f'es are comfOlted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE CITY OF GOD.
" There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of
GOD, the holy place of the tabernacles of the MOST HIGH. GOD
is in the midst of her,. she shall not be moved: GOD shall help
her, and that right early."-PsALM xlvi. 4, 5.

THE city of GOD of which the psalmist here speaks is the city of
Zion, the city of Jerusalem. "Great is the LORD," we read, "and
greatly to be praised in the city of our GOD, in the mountain of His
holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is
Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great KING "
(Psa. xlviii. 1, 2). Our LORD said, " Swear not at all , .. neither
by Jerusalem,. for it is the city of the great KING" (Matt, v. 35).
When this psalm was written this city had been miraculously
delivered from her enemies. The occasion was probably the
invasion of Judea by Sennacherib, the King of Assyria. He was
allowed to capture the defenced cities of Judah, but Jerusalem,
the city of GOD, was saved from his power. (Isaiah xxxvi. 1.)
In answer to Hezekiah's prayer for deliverance the LORD said
concerning the King of Assyria, " He shall not come into this city,
nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast
'a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he
return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. For I
will defend this city, to save it, for Mine Own sake, and for My
servant David's sake." Accordingly that very night the Angel of
the LORD smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore

94

The Gospel Magazine

and five thousand men. (See 2 Kings xix. 32-35.) The nations
raged against this city, the kingdoms were moved, but JEHOVAH
uttered His voice and the earth melted. Luther says, "We sing
this psalm to the praise of GOD, because GOD is with us, and powerfully and miraculously preserves and defends His Church and His
Word, against all "fanatical spirits, against the gates of hell, against
the implacable hatred of the devil, and against all the assaults of
the world, the flesh, and sin." (Spurgeon's Treasury oi David,
Vol. n, p. 384.)
Hezekiah had prayed in reference to Sennacherib's invasion,
" Save Thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth
m,ay know that Thou art the LORD GOD, even Thou only." In harmony
with this, the LORD speaking in the psalm says, " Be still and know
that I am GOD: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be
exalted in the earth" (2 Kings xix. 19; Psa. xlvi. 10).
" When He makes bare His arm,
Who shall His work withstand?
When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who shall stay His hand? "
The city of GoD was safe, because the GOD of the city defended
it. The city and its people are one. You cannot separate them.
What is said of the city is true of it people. GOD is the refuge
and strength of His people. He is their help in tronble. The.,
need not fear. He is in the midst of them, and He will help them.
The city of GOD and its chosen people are a type of the Church,
the spiritual Israel, and it is with this thought in our minds that
we wish, the LORD helping us, to unfold some of the teaching of
Scripture in relation to Zion's city. Glorious things are spoken of
the city of GOD. Let us think of some of them.
1. First, the city oi GOD is a beloved and a chosen city.
" The LORD lovetll the gates of Zion more than all the cl wellings
of J acob." Moreover," the LORD hath chosen Zion; He hath
desired it for His habitation" (Psa. lxxxvii. 2; cx=ii. 13).
How blessedly true is this of the Church and people of GOD.
They are the objects of His eternal love. He" taketh pleasure"
in them. He delights in them, and because He loved them He
chose them to be His Own. "He hath chase?~ us in Him before
the fonndation of the world" (Psa. cxlix. 4; Ephes. i. 4). Let
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the members of GOD'S family take comfort from these truths.
Though they are by nature unlovely, yet GOD hath loved them
with an everlasting love. Though they often displease Him, He
still loves them. Hayjng chosen them to be His Own people He
will never abandon them. He will never cast them off. He will
never forsake them. Nothing can separate them from His love.
2. Secondly, the city 01 GOD is a redeemed city.
The LORD redeemed His people Israel from the bondage of
Egypt. Moses said, " Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people
which Thou hast redeemed: Thou hast guided them in Thy strength
unto Thy holy habitation" (Exod. xv. 13). In His love and in
His pity He redeemed them from Egyptian bondage. That was
a temporal redemption or deliverance, but the day is coming when
in a spiritual, as well as in a temporal sense, He will redeem
Jerusalem and her people. To that day the prophet points when
he says, "Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of
Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted His people, He hath
redeemed Jerusalem" (Isa. lii. 9). Multitudes of the literal Israel
will be numbered amongst the spiritual Israel, and all who belong
to the Church which GOD hath purchased with His Own blood can
say, "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace." He hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us. Here is a
glorious thing which is spoken of the city and people of GOD.
They have been redeemed with the precious blood of the LAMB
from the merited penalty of their sins.
3. Thirdly, the city 01 GOD is a holy city.
It is " the holy place of the tabernacles of the MOST HIGH." Of
this city the LORD said, " Here will I dwell; for I have desired it."
At Salem was His tabernacle, and His dwelling place was in Zion.
(See Psalms Ixxyj. 2; cxxxii. 14.) Because He dwelt in this city
it was holy. It was sanctified, set apart from all other places,
because He dwelt between the Cherubim in its temple. Jerusalem
was" the holy city" (Isa. lii. 1). So the Church of GoD was not
only chosen and redeemed. It is also sanctified. It was chosen
to salvation" through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth" (2 Thess. ii. 13). It is the temple of GOD and" the temple
of GOD is holy." It is "an holy temple in the LORD." 0 how
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GoD'S people need to recollect this great truth. "GOD hath said,
I will dwell in them, and walk in them." They are therefore the
temple of the living GOD, sanctified by His indwelling presence,
and designed to be used only for His glory. What need there is
to take care lest we should use our members for unholy purposes.
How watchful and prayerful we should be that we may be practically holy, as He Who dwelleth in us is holy. " Know ye not,"
says the apostle, "that your body is the temple of the HOLY
GHOST, Which is in you, Which ye have of GOD, and ye are not
your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
GOD in your body, and in your spirit, which are GOD'S" (I Cor.
vi. 19, 20).
4. Fourtfly, the city of GOD is a gladdened city.
" There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city
of GOD."
The river probably refers to the brook of Shiloah. (See Isa.
viii. 6.) That stream supplied the inhabitants of the city with
water, and thus brought refreshment and gladness to their hearts.
It may be taken as a type of the streams of Divine grace which
flow from GOD to His people for the comfort, the refreshment, and
the strengthening of their souls.
A river watered the Garden of Eden. "A pure river of water
of life" is referred to as flowing in the new Jerusalem. (Rev.
xxii. 1.) There is a river now the streams whereof make glad the
people of GOD.
The source of that river is GOD the FATHER. He is "the
FOUNTAIN of living waters" (Jer. ii. 13).
The channel of that river is GOD the SON. He is " full of grace
and truth," and" of His fulness" do all His people receive" and
grace for grace." He says, "Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again," referring to the literal water of J acob's well
and all the worldly streams which it typified. "But," He goes on
to say, "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life." (See John
i. 14, 16; iv. 13, 14.) The streams which flow to GOD'S people
through CHRIST satisfy and gladden their hearts and they are a
never-ending means of blessing.
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The Agent by Whom the streams of that river are conveyed to
our souls is GOD the HOLY GHOST.
Our LORD says, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and
drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake He of
the SPIRIT, which they that believe on Him should receive: for the
HOLY GHOST was not yet given; because that JESUS was not yet
glorified" (John vii. 37-39). The HOLY GHOST dwelling in the
hearts of GOD'S people is likened unto" rivers of living water."
He is dispensed to GOD'S people by GOD'S glorified SON, and the
SPIRIT thus becomes the great AGENT of communicating all the
blessings of redemption to GOD'S elect people. Their spiritual
thirst is quenched. They are filled with the SPIRIT. They
become channels of blessing to others. Thus is fulfilled the
prophecy which says, "I will pour water on him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour My SPIRIT upon thy
seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring" (Isa. xliv. 3). The
late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon wrote, "Divine grace, like a smoothly
flowing, fertilizing, full, and never-failing river, yields refreshment
and consolation to believers. This is the river of the water of life,
of which the Church above as well as the Church below partakes
evermore. It is no boisterous ocean, but a placid stream; it is
not stayed in its course by earthquakes or crumbling mountains,
it follows its serene course without disturbance. Happy are they
who know from their own experience that there is such a river of
Gor. 'The streams whereof' in their various influences, for they
are many, , shall make glad the city of GOD,' by assuring the citizens
that Zion's LORD will unfailingly supply all their needs." (Treasury
of David, Vol. 11, p. 381.)
Of these streams, John Newton beautifully writes. He says,
" See! the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage 1
Grace, which, like the LORD the GIVER,
Never fails from age to age."
This river is always flowing. It is a well which never runs dry.

98

The Gospel NIagazine

Therefore with joy let us draw water out of the wells of salvation.
5. Fifthly, the oity ot GOD is a oity which is sate Glnd etemally
secure.
" GOD is in the midst of her." GOD is always in the midst of
His people. Of His people Israel it is mitten, "The LORD thy
GOD walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give
up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be hol? "
(Deut. xxiii. 14).
The predicted blessedness of Israel arises in part from the Diyine
presence. "Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great
is the HOLY ONE of Israel in the -midst ot thee" (Isa. xii. 6).
In like manner GOD is in the midst of His Church. He is really
present with its members. Where two or three of them are met
in CHRIST'S name He is in the midst of them. He" walketh in the
midst ot the seven golden candlesticks." "Lo, I am with you alway,"
He says to His people, " even unto the end of the world" (Rev. ii.
1; Matt. xxviii. 20).
Because GOD is in the midst of His city" she shall not be moved."
The nations which rage against her will be moved, but she abides
safe and secure. "They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever" (Psa.
cxxv. 1). The people of GOD are eternally secure from all the
malice and power of men and devils. They shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of their REDEEMER'S hand.
Outward organizations may perish, but the true Church of GOD,
composed of the beloved, chosen, redeemed and quickened people
of GOD, can never perish.
" GOD shall help her." He is in the midst of her, and He will not
remain idle and indifferent to her needs when enemies beset her.
He is there to protect, to defend, and to shield His people. GOD
shall help her in all her times of need. He helped the literal city
in Hezekiah's time. He wonderfully wrought on her behalf. He
helps His people now. They can say, " Our help is in the name of
the LORD, 'Who made heaven and earth." "We may boldly say,
The LORD is my HELPER, and I will not fear what man shall do
unto me " (Psa. cxxiv. 8; Heb. xiii. 6).
o what a comfort is this, dear children of GOD. Our GOD is in
our midst, our GOD is near, our GOD is on our side, and our GOD
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shall help us. He will not fail us. Faint-hearted and timid and
fearful we may be, but He knoweth our frame, and He will
strengthen and help us, and uphold us with the right hand of His
power.
" And that right early." The margin has it, " When the morning
appeareth." The Revised Version gives" at the dawn of morning."
•
Divine deliverances are to the Church morning experiences. When
deliverance comes, the darkness passes and the light shines. Night
gives place to day, and evening is followed by the dawn. "It
came to pass, that in the moming watch the LORD looked unto the
host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud,
and trollbled the host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot
wheels, that they drave them heavily. . . . And the LORD said unto
Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon
their horsemen. . . . And the sea returned in his strength when
the morning appeared,. and the Egyptians fled against it; and the
LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. . . . There
remained not so much as one of them. . . . Thus the LORD saved
Israel." He saved them "when the morning appeared." "GOD
shall help her when the moming appeareth " (Exod. xiv. 24, 27-30).
When the LORD wrought for His city in Hezekiah's time His
saving power became evident when the morning appeared (2 Kings
xix. 35). It was" about the fourth watch of the night," that is,
in the morning, that the LORD came to His distressed disciples,
who were toiling in rowing, and delivered them from their peril.
(Mark vi. 48-51.)
The LORD often appears now for His people and delivers them
from their fears and from their distresses. Their darkness is
turned into light and their night into morning. They find how
blessedly true is the assurance that" Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psa. xxx. 5). GOD will
assuredly help His people when the fit time comes. But complete
and eternal deliverance will not be yet. It will come, however,
when the eternal morning dawns. "The upright shall have
dominion . . . in the morning" (Psa. xlix. 14). The night of
sin and sorrow and trial is far spent, the Day is at hand. That
is our blessed hope. Meanwhile let us rejoice in GOD'S eternal love,
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in His choice of His people, in His redeeming mercy, His sanctifying
grace, in the streams of grace which flow from His throne, and in
His presence and help which make us eternally secure from the
assaults of the Church's foes.
" SAVIOUR, if of Zion's city
I through grace a member am ;
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy name.
Fading is the worldling's pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion's children know."

Whitington Vicamge,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE

EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

PRESENTED FAULTLESS.
" Behold, I and the children which God hath given Me."-HEB. ii. 13.
OUR Saviour and our King,
Enthroned and crowned above,
Shall with exceeding gladness bring
The children of His love.
All that· the Father gave
His glory shall behold;
Not one whom Jesus came to save
Is missing from His fold.
He shall confess His Own
From every clime and coast,
Before His Father's glorious throne,
Before the angel host.
" 0 righteous Father, see,
In spotless robes arrayed,
Thy chosen gifts of love to Me,
Before the worlds were made.
" By new creation Thine,
By purpose and by grace,
By right of full redemption mine,
Faultless before Thy face.
" As Thou hast loved Me,
So hast Thou loved them;
Thy precious jewels they shall be,
My glorious diadem! "
F. R. HAVERGAL
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EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY TREASURE.
" Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where nwth and
r-ust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal."-MATT. vi. 19, 20.

Sermon on the Mount was addressed by our Lord to His
disciples, His Own people (Matt. v. 1, 2). It follows therefore that
His teaching on the subject of laying up treasure is intended for
them. They, as well as men of the world, are in danger of setting
their hearts on earthly wealth. A danger which is ever present
with them is to allow earthly things so to absorb their thoughts
that God, Who is the source of all their blessings, may be forgotten.
" When thou shalt have eaten and be full, then beware lest thou
forget the Lord" (Deut. vi. 11, 12). What need there is of such a
warning ! Wealth and prosperity are perilous for the Christian,
and only Divine grace can enable him to possess His mercies
humbly, and to the glory of Him Who gives them. "Godliness
with contentment is great gain: for we brought nothing into the
world, for neither can we carry anything out; but having food and
covering we shall be therewith content (or, in these we shall have
enough). But they that desire to be rich fall into a temptation and
a snare and many foolish and hnrtfnl lusts, such as drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil; which some reaching after have been led astray from
the faith, and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows"
(1 Tim. vi. 6-10, R.V.).
Money itself is not evil, but the love of it is a root of all kinds of
evil. "From the love of money," God's people need to pray,
"Good Lord, deliver us." They need to note the teaching of
Hebrews xiii. 5, R.V., where we read, "Be ye free from the love
of money; content with such things as ye have: for Himself hath
said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake
thee." The presence and faithfnlness of our Covenant God
guarantees the supply of all our needs. If therefore it pleases Him
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to hold back from us large possessions, we need not be concerned
about the supply of all needful blessings. He knoweth our
needs, and He will not fail to give us meat to eat and raiment to
put on.
Our Lord speaks of the advantage of laying up treasure in heaven,
and of the disadvantage and folly of laying up treasure on earth.
His teaching in this passage and in other passages contains principles
for the guidance of His people. Let us seek by His Spirit's aid
carefully to grasp them, and to lmderstand them.
1. First, our Lord suggests that His people should sit loose 10
earthly things.
Men of the world often make it their chief, their supreme aim to
make a fortune. We read sometimes of American millionaires who
began life with scarcely a penny or a cent in their pockets. By
dint of energy and business ability they have somehow or other
amassed large fortunes. In view of the revelation of dishonesty
in business recently made by the Food Council there can be no
doubt that many become rich by selfish and partially dishonest
means. Such men love wealth. To possess it is their one allabsorbing passion. To attain it they are up early and down late,
and they are never satisfied. But how solemn it is to think that
when death comes the millionaire leaves the world as naked and as
empty as he came into it.
God's people, however, are to set their affection on things above.
These are to be their supreme delight. Things on the earth must
have some of their attention, but they must always be subordinate
and secondary. They are to seek fi1'St the kingdom of God and His
righteousness. .
Our Lord's parable of the Rich Fool illustrates this point. The
ground of this rich man brought forth plentifully. So far there
was nothing wrong. It was God Who sent him a good han'est.
There is nothing sinful in being prosperous. If it pleases God to
send a good harvest to a farmer, the blessing should be recei"ed
with gratitude. It was right, too, that since God had sent this
man abundant crops, he should erect barns sufficiently brge to
receive them. We should not waste the good things which God
in His providence sends to us. But how did this man propose to
use his wealth? Solely for his own gratification. He said, " Soul,
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thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry." Here this man exhibited his folly.
How did he know that he would live for" many years" 1 Moreover, God had not endowed him with wealth merely for his own
selfish indulgence. The labour of a Christian man should be for
the glory of God and for the good of others, as well as for his own
benefit. He ought, of course, to support his family, but he is also
to love his neighbour and to use his God-given means for the
benefit of his poorer brethren in the Lord, the members of the
household of faith. "Let him labour, working with his hands the
thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth "
(Ephes. iv. 28). A Christian is to labour partly that he may be
able to give to him that needeth. The Apostle Paul said, "These
hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were
with me. I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the
I,ord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to receive"
(Acts LX. 34, 35).
The rich fool thought ouly of himself. His heart was set wholly
on earthly things. To eat, drink and be merry occupied his mind
to the exclusion of spiritual and eternal things. He left God's will
out of his calculations. He acted as if his time and life were wholly
at his own disposal. That night, however, a solemn, swift and rude
awakening came to him. He was made aware that that very
night his soul would be required of him. "Then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?" He would have to leave
all behind him. "So is he," says our Lord, "that layeth up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God" (Luke xii. 16-21).
Thus the folly of this man consisted not in his providing larger
barns in which to lay up his treasure, but in his setting his heart
selfishly and exclusively on earthly things. As a result of his
fallen and corrupt state he failed to realize that it will be no profit
to a man to gain the whole world, if he loses his immortal soul.
2. Secondly, our L01'd warns His people against an undue accumulation 0/ wealth.
Here it may be well to place two sayings of our Lord in juxtaposition to each other, in order to help us to interpret them aright.
These sayings are, " Labour not for the meat which perisheth " and

104

The Gospel Magazine

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth" (John vi. 27 ;
Matt. vi. 19).
No one who carefully examines the first of these sayings in connection with its context would conclude that our Lord meant that
a man is not to work or labour at all for his living. The words are
not to be taken without qualification. Even in the time of man's
innocency labour was Divinely prescribed (Gen. ii. 15). After the
Fall God intimated that man would now have to work hard and
under many difficulties in order to get food to eat (Gen. iii. 18, 19).
Our Lord Himself laboured as a carpenter (Mark vi. 3), and the
inspired apostle said, "If any would not work, neither shonld he
eat" (1 Tim. vi. 10). There is a sense, then, in which we are to
labour for the meat which perisheth. Our Lord's words are not
to be understood in an unlimited sense. What He meant was that
our necessary labour for the meat which perisheth is not to be our
chief and first concern. The" meat which endureth unto everlasting life," and which He alone can give, is to be preferred far
and above" the meat which perisheth." So when our Lord says,
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth," He does not
mean that laying up earthly treasure to any extent and under all
circumstances is wrong. There is a laying up which is right. The
apostle says, "The children ought not to lay up for the parents,
but the parents for the children" (2 Cor. xii. 14). Parents then may
rightly and within proper limits lay up for their children. The
apostle also enjoined the Corinthian saints to lay by them in store,
on each Lord's day, as God had prospered them, money for the
poor saints at Jerusalem (1 Cor. xv. 1-3). It is therefore right
to lay by a proportionate part of our income for the benefit of the
Lord's people who are poorer than ourselves. Our Lord, when He
had fed the five thousand, said, "Gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost" (John vi. 12). We may rightly,
therefore, lay up a store of provisions for the next and succeeding
days.
We know that God sent Joseph into Egypt that he might be the
instrument of saving the lives of much people. But how did God
use him to that end? By disposing him to advise the laying up of
corn in storehouses to feed the peoples of all countries in the years
of famine (see Gen. xli. 34-36, 56, 57; xlv. 7; I. 20) ..
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There is therefore a laying up that is wise, right and good. A
week's wages is not to be all spent on one day's supposed needs.
A quarter's salary should be partially laid by for the needs of the
ensuing thirteen weeks. The harvest gathered in the autumn is to
be laid up for the needs of the ensuing months. It is true that the
ravens have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them
(Luke xii. 24). He will likewise supply the needs of His people
if circumstances arise in His providence by which their cupboards
become bare, and their wardrobes become empty, but God's Word
does not encourage improvidence, waste, sloth, and lack of proper
thought and foresight. If all laying up were wrong, then God
would never have blessed Abraham and Solomon with riches. A
rich man necessarily has more than he wants for his immediate
necessities. His wealth is therefore largely laid up. If God in
His providence has bestowed wealth upon some of His children,
does He not thereby sanction a laying up of treasure in measurable
degree ~ Peter said to Ananias in reference to his landed property,
" Whiles it remained, was it not thine own ~ and after it was sold,
was it not in thine own power ~ " (Acts v. 4). He was not obliged
to sell it, and after it was sold he was not obliged to give ·the whole
proceeds away to the poor saints. His sin lay in pretending to
give all when he was only giving some. The inspired Apostle Paul
gave instructions to Timothy in reference to rich Christians. He
did not enjoin that they should dispose of all the riches which they
had laid up, but he said, " Charge them that are rich in this world,
that they be not higbminded, nor trust in ~mcertain riches, but in
the living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy." These
rich Christians are enjoined to beware of putting their trust in
riches, and to beware of a selfish use of their wealth. They are
to do good, be rich in good works, ready to distribute of their
means, and willing to show sympathy to their poorer brethren. (See
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18.)
What our Lord teaches, then, is that His people are not to let
the accumulation of wealth be their chief aim. They are so to sit
loose to earthly treasure that they will put it quite in a very
subordinate place. They will remember the injunction of the
Psalmist when he says, "If riches increase, set not your heart
upon them" (Psalm lxii. 10). They will remember the inspired
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words of Solomon, " Labour not to be rich" (Prov. xxiii. 4). The
godly man needs to be like Moses, who esteemed "the reproach
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt."
There are those who will pay fabulous prices for antique furniture,
rare books and manuscripts, and for the pictures of famous masters.
They think nothing of spending large sums on old china and old
silver. They hoard up these unnecessary luxuries, and often so
fill their drawing rooms with furniture that it is difficult to pass
from one part of it to another.
We need to remember that" A man's life (or happiness) consisteth
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Luke
xii. 15). Therefore he needs to beware of a covetousness which is
continually longing after more treasure in the bank, treasure in his
house, treasure in his grounds, treasure in his wardrobe, treasure
on his table. "Be content with such things as ye have." Do not
go on hoarding without limit.
3. Thirdly, our Lord's teaching suggests that His people should 1lse
their wealth for the benefit of othel·S.
If God has endowed you with wealth, use it as His steward.
Think of those poor ones of the household of faith who can never
get a holiday, or find it hard to provide food and clothing for their
families, who have continually to mend and patch their old carpets.
Think of the cause of God, languishing for lack of means. Remember
that the Gospel is to be preached to every creature, and give
liberally for the spread of the Gospel of the grace of God at home
and abroad. There is much in Scripture about the grace of giving.
Generous giving counteracts selfish laying up. We know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
the sake of His people He became poor, that they through His
poverty might be rich. He is our great Example. He came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister to His people's needs, and
to give His life a ransom in their stead. Bountiful, ungrudging,
cheerful, discriminating giving should characterize the Lord's
people, and this will prevent a sinful laying up of earthly treasure.
4. Fourthly, our Lord's teaching on the subject of weaUh suggests
that it may sometimes be advisable to dispose of an overplus of weaUh.
He says, "Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves
bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not,
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where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth" (Luke
xii. 33).
We do not thiuk that our Lord here enjoins that His people are
to sell all their possessions or any of them without limit. What we
have said about His words about labouring not (John vi. 27), and
laying not up (Matt. vi. 19), illustrates His meaning in this passage.
The case of the rich young ruler, who was bidden to sell all that he
had, is not of universal application. (See Luke xviii. 22.) The
case of Ananias in Acts v. shows that there is no compulsion to sell
all our possessions. But the general teaching of Scripture on the
subject of sitting loose to earthly wealth may make it advisable
and desirable that a man possessed of large wealth should dispose
of some of it for the benefit of others, and for the good of God's
cause at home and abroad. He may on reflection be led to see
that he might well dispose of some of his landed or other property,
that some of his hoarded-Up pictures, books and furniture are qnite
unnecessary, and that the proceeds of such things would enable
him to give away more of his means for various good objects. It
is well known, for example, that distinctively Evangelical and
Protestant publications are not popular and do not pay. With
great difficulty are they kept going. Wealthy Christians could
greatly help in such cases. The poorer members of God's flock can
often be cheered by timely gifts. The work of spreading the Gospel
at home and abroad continually needs liberal support. Thauk God,
there are a large number of God's people, rich and poor also, who
give liberally to God's cause. Amongst those who are now in
glory who did so was John Thornton, one of the later Evangelical
Fathers. He was known as "the richest merchant in England,"
but he was also one of the most liberal. "His charities transcended
belief, and reached even the remotest parts of the globe. Generally
the half of his income was devoted to these purposes." By Divine
grace he thought lightly of personal comforts. "He observed a
strict frugality in his personal expenses. He had no relish for
magnificence." On one occasion he visited John Newton at Olney,
and when leaving he put a sum of money into Newton's hands,
saying, "Help the poor and needy. Keep open house for such as
are deserving. I will allow you statedly £200 a year, and will
readily send whatever you may have occasion to draw for more."
8
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It was a special pleasure to him to help men of truth in the eighteenth
century. (See Seeley's Later Evangelical Fathers, pp. 7-11.)
5. Fifthly, our Lord teaches us that hoarded-up wealth may often
be lost.
If we allow wealth to absorb our thoughts unduly, God may in
love to us deprive us of some of it. He may use thieves to break
through our houses for this purpose, or He may cause losses to
come in some other way.' In our Lord's day, "Money was
frequently buried in the ground in those unsettled times, and so
would be more liable to rust. Banks in the modern sense were
unknown" (Camb?'idge Bible for Schools on Matt. vi. 19).
Hoarded-up garments often become moth-eaten. ·We read,
" The moth shall eat them up like a garment," and "Your riches
are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten" (Isaiah li. 8;
James v. 2). The Lord loves His children who are possessed of
wealth, and if He finds that their wealth is becoming a snare to
them He may deprive them of some of it. A small amount of
earthly treasure as well as a large amount may have its perils.
Hence our Lord's teaching on this subject is needed by all His
people. One night John Newton found a bill put up in the porch
of St. Mary Woolnoth's Church. It was to this effect :" A young man, having come to the possession of a very considerable fortune, desires the prayers of the congregation, that he
may be preserved from the snares to which it exposes him." Newton
in reference to this bill said in the pulpit, "Now, if the man had
lost a fortune, the world would not have wondered to have seen
him put up a bill; but this man has been .better taught." Oh,
how we all need to pray continually for the Lord's keeping and
preserving power! How easily we may go astray in this or that
direction. He only can hold up our goings in His paths.
On one occasion a lady stopped Newton on the steps, as he was
coming out of church, and told him that she was about to come
into possession of ten thousand pounds, and she added, "I know
you will congratulate me upon the occasion",' "Madam," said
Newton, "as for a friend under temptation, I \vill endeavour
to pray for you." (Out of the Depths, John Newton's Autobiography, pp. 175, 176.)
" On opening his letters one morning," John Thornton "found
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one which gave him tidings of the wreck of a valuable ship and
cargo by which he suffered a !leavy loss. He looked in serious
mood for a few moments, and then, turning to other letters which,
as was daily the case, besought his aid for some charitable and
religious purposes, his face brightened, and he took out his chequebook and began to write, cheerily saying, 'Let us try to do a little
good while we have still the means of doing so.''' On another
occasion when John Thornton had just gladdened the heart of a
poor clergyman with a cheque for £5, a letter was put into his
hand. He read it and then said, " My dear sir, I have just received
tidings of so heavy a loss that I must ask you to return my cheque."
The poor man did so with a heavy heart. Mr. Thornton, however,
"took his pen and having added another figure, gave it back to
his astonished visitor, who quickly discovered that he had now in
his hands a cheque, not for £5 but for £50." (Seeley's Latel' Evangelical Fathers, p. 12.).
6. LasUy, our Lord teaohes that nothing can deprive His people 0/
heavenly treasure.
No thieves can enter where heavenly treasure is laid up. No
rust or moth can corrupt treasures laid up on high. In heaven is
reserved for God's elect, sanctified and blood-sprinkled people" an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away."
His people are "heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to
them that love Him." Eternal life and glory are laid up for them
in heaven, and they can never be deprived of them. The same
God Who foreknew, predestinated, called, and justified them, will
also glorify them. It is their Father's good pleasure to give them
the kingdom. Christ is their everlasting portion "in Whom are
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3).
J ehovah hath said to His people, "I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). If He is our portion and
our reward we are rich indeed.
THE EDITOR

Tfhitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

disciples feared as they entered into the cloud; and yet in
that cloud they saw more of Christ, more of His glory than ever
before.-Mr. John E. Hazelton.
THE
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'Jilgrim l8apers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" The Lord also will be a refuge fo)' the oppressed, a "efuge in times of
trouble.
" And they that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee: for Thou,
Lm'd, hust not forsaken them that seek Thee."-PSA. ix. 9, 10.
THE dear readers of this magazine will probably have it fresh in their
memories that" Wellsprings" for last November was upon the subject
of Divine .knowledge, embracing many of the precious texts of Holy
Scripture wherein the spirit-taught believer is enabled to say, "I
know." And as we propose, in dependence upon the Holy Spirit's
teaching and blessing, to continue the subject at this time, it is due
to our readers to explain why we are thus led to do so. It has been
borne in upon my soul time after time, until I feel that to shun it
and pass it over in silence would be dishonouring to the Lord Who
gave the message, and Who blessed it to the hearts of so many. The
glory is all His. We have nothing that we did not receive. And if
any word from any writer of God's sacred truth is to reach the heart
and be owned and blessed of God, it is He Who must first give it,
and then He will also bless it to His own glory. Reference was made
in that previous article to a chain of texts given to me in one day,
and how amongst them was, " 'Vhat I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter," and how immediately the heart sank at
the very thought of more possible trial on its way. So much had been
in the pathway already during the year that the heart shrank at the
very suggestion of more, and fears were at once in the way. Such is
my unbelieving, distrustful heart, and so prone to forget that
11

Greater, Lord, Thou art

.

Than all my doubts and fears."
How soon we sink and forget that He Who has delivered us out of
six troubles is God-all-sufficient if He sees fit to send a seventh, and
be equally our Succourer, Helper, and Deliverer. But briefly. The
Lord, in His ever gracious and all-compassionate heart, so timed
it that the writer should send forth that article to fit the needs of not
one nor two, but many of the dear scattered flock, and then moved
their hearts to write and testify of the blessing received, at the very
time when I was in deep sorrow and anguish of heart, away from
home, and not knowing from day to day whether once again the cup
of bereaving sorrow was to be given me to drink. The readers little
know what those letters were as a message of comfort from the God
of all comfort at the time of need, and the heart ascends in gratitude
to Him Who is the Giver, the Sower, and the Blesser of every word
that returns" not void" to Him. Thus from a reader (unknown in
the flesh) from Sussex came the cheering message, expressing gratitude
that she receives help from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE pages from time
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to time, and she goes on to say, " Last Lord's-day, I was reading your
piece on 'I know.' It helped me so much. Your experience has
been mine. When I read the morning text the heart sinks if the
words speak as if trouble was near. . . . So often when I open the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE I find just the message I am needing and as if it
had been written purposely for me."
Then from Lancashire came the message, " I just wish to say how
precious the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is to us here in our quiet moments,
and we are sure God's blessing is resting upon all that write in its
pages," whilst speaking of an anxious time they had been called
to pass through, the letter goes ou to say, " Our fears were akin to
yours in the November issue."
Also from Belfast came the gladdening words, "I must tell you
how deeply I am interested in your article in the November GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. It fits me in a most striking way to a chain of circumstances connected with myself, and the passage in Job xxiii. 10. It
is just lovely to see the good hand of our God in these seemingly little
things, but oh! they mean so much to us sometimes when' we know'
they are His doing."
Then again a loving-hearted reader from Middlesex wrote, " I must
tell you how very much I enjoyed reading' Wellsprings' for November.
Every word was precious and comforting to me."
Likewise from Middlesex came the words, " How comforting is that
message to me in November' Wellsprings.' 'What I do thou knowest
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.' Of late, there have been
many disquietings and anxieties which have exercised me greatly as
to the right steps to take. As you mention, we have such distrustful
hearts, but our God is 'full of compassion.' He knoweth our frame,
and we wait on Him for instruction and guidance. Thank you so
much for all your encouraging messages."
And from a beloved (and possibly the oldest living) reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in Warwickshire, came the heart-cheering message,
"Your' Wellsprings' for November particularly appealed to me. The
texts given you one after another on ' I know' were links of the precious
promises of our Covenant-keeping God, and were most helpful. How
we need to be reminded continually that ' He knows,' and in these
days continually encourage ourselves in the Lord."
And there are others from four other counties, as well as from
abroad, but these few quotations will suffice for the dear readers to
know how the Lord can use the feeblest and most unworthy of instruments when He intends comfortable words to be spoken to their hearts,
and He can like\vise move them to testify of His faithfulness just at
the time when His servant was treading a thorny path under the
threatening cloud of sorrow and which was so greatly to encourage her
heart. I take this opportunity of thanking one and all, and begging
a continuance of their prayers for the strengthening of the hands of
our beloved Editor and every writer in these pages, that our God in
all things maybe glorified and His Church edified.
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The words of our text read very suitably and comfortably as we
write at the beginning of a new year. Over its threshold we see, as it
were, written, " The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed; a
refuge in times of trouble." For sure we are that His people will
find the designation suits them, and they are "oppressed" ofttimes
with foes from without and fears within, and will need the Refuge He
has promised to be.
" ffhe new year dawns, but. none can say
If smooth or rough will be the way;

But this we know, we need not dread
The nnknown path that we must tread.
From anxious cares our hearts are freed

While God supplies our every need."
Sweet then, dear cillld of God, will be your experience, as in every
time of need you are constrained to make" the Lord your Refuge and
the Most High your habitation." It may be you are fleeing for very
life as the man-slayer of old to the appointed City of refuge. Satan
is thrusting sore at you. Your sins condemn you. As a mountain
they separate between you and your God. A great horror overtakes
you that you will be overwhelmed in them and perish eternally, and
as you say, deservedly. But you remember the words of hope in the
unassailable Word of Truth, that" the Lord also will be a Refuge for
the oppressed," and a little hope revives in your breast, for you feel
you can come in amongst that class. You are oppressed, downtrodden
by Satan and his crew, and worsted sadly in the battle that is too
strong for you. So you are stirred up like one of old to "flee for
refuge," and you say, " I flee unto Thee to illde me," and you have
not fled in vain. Your heart is strengthened thus in your sanctuary
of hiding, and you say with some measure of quiet confidence, " Thou
art my Hiding Place; Thou shalt preserve me from trouble; Thou
Shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance."
Oppression and trouble you will have, as surely as you are a coming,
fleeing one to the Saviour; a little one in Christ Jesus, or an established
saint of God. None such will or can escape the appointed pathway
" through much tribulation," but He is before you in it all. " He
knows what sore temptations mean, for He has felt the same." He
has therefore undertaken all your cause, dear seeking sinner or praying
saint. He has appointed the one way of escape for you. "The Lord
also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble."
Having been taught that there is none other safe nor suitable Refuge
for poor, guilty, undone sinners, you will not only be enabled to hide
there, but confidently rejoice therein. The words of our second verse
tell us tills. "And they that know Thy name will put their trust in
Thee: for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee."
What does tills involve or include, "They that know Thy name" 1
When the Lord Jehovah in His awful majesty declared His name to
His servant, where was Moses 1
That dear man of God realized not what he had asked for when he
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prayed, "I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory." No man could see
the glorious and awful majesty of God's face and live. The memory.
recurs to me at the moment of writing, how the late beloved servant
of God, the Rev. D. L. Johnson, once remarked in speaking of the poor
publican stanlling afar off, that the afar off position he took "left
room for a Mediator between." And it was this precious truth that
Jehovah would-teach Moses, when He put His dear servant into" a
clift of the rock," and covered him with His hand, while He passed by
proclaiming, " The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgressions and sin, and that will
by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the
fourth generation." That glorious declaration proclaims His goodness,
truth, mercy, and forgiveness in Christ Jesus His well-beloved Son;
Who should be the One Melliator between God and Man, and the
glorious Surety to pay the debt of sins due to the sinner; blot it out
by His own most precious blood and cancel the hand-writing that was
against the sinner, "nailing it to His cross." It was from that hidingplace alone Moses could rejoice to hear the name of Jehovah. And
it is only from the same hilling-place you and I can likewise rejoice
in the name of the Lord, beloved reader, and prove the truth of the
words of our text, "They that know Thy name will put their trust
in Thee." Such knowledge i8 by the way of the Cross. We can only
know the Name of the Lord in blessed and saving knowledge through.
His well-beloved Son Jesus, the Smitten Rock, the" Rock of Ages,
cleft for me," as we never weary of singing.
To lnlOw His name, we must be called into fellowship with Christ
in His sufferings. Suffering with Him is on the royal road of reigning
with Him. Humiliation precedes exaltation. But alas 1 we are shy
at the suffering! We shrink from that which is involved ere we can
reign with Him. Like poor Peter, we fain would follow" afar off"
We shirk the cross, though we would win the crown. Yet, dear
children of God, have not we often proved how our sweetest and most
memorable times have been the places of our deepest son-ows 1 Has
not His all-compassionate love abounded then, when we have been
called into fellowship with the God-man in His sufferings 1 Have
not His promises supported our sinking head, and His word of tenderest
pity soothed and calmed our fears and kept us from (as we feared we
should) perishing in our affliction 1
There was the refuge appointed and ready when the second telegram
of sorrowful tillings on that memorable Nov. 5th reached the writer
and she knelt before the mercy-seat (Ab! what would suffering saints
do without that well-known and well-proved mercy-seat 1), and pleaded,
" Lord, Thou art King, Thou art Sovereign. Thou hast a perfect right
to do what Thou wilt with Thine own-but (and here Little-faith put
in her plea), but Thou art my Father also" 1 And the sweetness that
flowed into the soul, as one felt all was committed into the hands of
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Abba, dear Father, lightened the burden and comforted the anguished
spirit, and in the afterward of the coming weeks proved that " Like
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him." The heart of my heavenly Father was moved in tenderest
pity and Divine help towards His child, sometimes by a kind providence
which wondrously smoothed the otherwise thorny way; sometimes by
a word dropped by one and another child of God; as also in the many
letters of our dear readers before alluded to; sometimes by the means
of grace; sometimes by a precious promise of the Word. In whatever
way the help was afforded, it came, we knew, from the heart of our
heavenly Father sympathizing with and pitying one who feared Him,
and all for Jesus' sake. May I never forget it. May I be enabled
to utter· abundantly the memory of His great goodness and testify
of the fulfilment of His. own sworn word which strengthened me for
those arduous, anxious days and weeks, which cheered my soul, and
gave the waiting grace to see what the Lord, the chief and great
Physician, could effect in giving back one so inexpressively dear.
" They that know Thy nl'me," says our text, "will put their trust
in Thee." Indeed, we well have cause to put our trust in such a
God as He is to His people. Only faith can be stiU and know that He is
God, but it is worth while that His children are called to pass through
trial if so be that they arrive at length to know such a Name in Whom
" All the promises are yea and amen" to His glory.
But alas! there are some who are sadly adrift from this safe and
sure anchorage, and are yielding to the tempter's subtle blinding of
their eyes and saying, " How do we know 1 We can know nothing of
what we have not seen." That is a common expression of these days
in Satan's kingdom. It comes from the unregenerate heart, in a
boasting, self-imposed huruility of mind, but which displays ignorance
of these precious and Divine realities to which we have been alluding.
" We know nothing of the beyond, nor what we shall be," say these
poor ignorant ones, and alas! they blasphemously deny a glorious
immortality of this body as it shall be when clothed with immortality.
They have not read 1 Cor. xv. with humble desires and prayer to have
their eyes opened, their minds illumined, and their hearts taught of
God the Holy Spirit. They have not learned to walk by faith and not
by sight, nor that sweet secret which the Lord makes known to His
humble-hearted followers. "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven."
That sweet hymn of the immortal Watts teaches us to sing,
" Where reason fails with all her powers,
There fa.ith prevails. and love adores."

A sceptical visitor was once at the house of a Godly and faithful
ambassador of Jesus Christ. He was arguing (as best he could) as
to the Divinity of the Lord Jesus, when into the room toddled the
darling child of his host. (She was but four years old then and is now
a nonagenarian and still a faithful witness for her Lord and Saviour.)
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Addressing the child, the father asked, "E-, who is J esllS 1" and
without a moment's hesitation his Spirit-taught child replied as she
climbed up upon her father's knee and nestled her little head on his
breast, in sweet, child-like confidence, " Jesus is God." The objecting
visitor was at once silenced to all further argument, and thc child's
answer was owned and blessed of God.
Dear young readers, if you are tempted to listen to the specious
questionings of to-day, do remember that the first recorded question
of the Bible came from Satan and brought about the fall and ruin of
our first parents and all mankind. "Now the serpent was more subtle
than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he
said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden 1" Adam and Eve fell under the temptation of
questioning by the serpent as to whether God had said what He did,
and well they knew what He had spoken and commanded!
Beloved, we have need to exhort ourselves and one another daily
to try the spirits and see whether they be of God. "To the law and
to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them" (Isa. viii. 20). Let us in humble
dependence upon the Holy Spirit bring everything to the Word of God
and see whether these things be so, searching like the noble Bereans !
Away with the specious questionings of fallible man, and let us get
to the unassailable Word of God which is for ever settled in heaven.
" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good workS."
Therefore if any of my younger readers or their friends are drawn
aside to doubt or question, may they return and seek the Lord (for
none teacheth like Him), and in a humble childlike spirit wait upon
Him to open their eyes, illumine their minds, break their stony hearts,
and teach them that unless they" be converted and become as little
children, they can in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven."
All saving knowledge must come from above, and thrice-blessed are
those Spirit-taught ones who "know His Name" and have been
taught to" put their trust in Him." In that Refuge, from that hidingplace they may" smile at every storm." They may look complacently
on if He send sorrow, trial, or adversity. The enemy cannot harm
them there. Their" Shield" is before them. The everlasting arms
are underneath and round about them, and they are brought to this
place of Divine k-nowledge. "By this I know that Thou favourest
me, because mine enemy doth not triumph over me" (Psa. xli. 11).
Very difierent boasting this to the poor ignorant child of the devil
who hardens his seared conscience under covert of" We know nothing."
The aged Apostle Paul could glory in the inwrought, Spirit-imparted
truth, "I know Whom I have believed, and am persnaded that He is
able to kecp that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
And how tenderly, lovingly, and solicitously did he beseech his young
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brother Timothy in the faith, "0 Timothy, keep that which is
committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science falsely so called; which some professing have
erred concerning the faith."
Beloved, let us one and all seek daily grace to walk very humbly
and dependently upon our God, that we may be set in that Refuge
in safety from every enemy that puffeth at us. All around us are
shoals and quicksands and every device of Satan to draw us aside
and make (if it were possible) shipwreck of our faith. But sce what
the aged and beloved Apostle John wrote amid the contending errors
which had already crept into the Church of Christ: "These things
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe
on the name of the Son of God" (1 John v. 13). Very different
teaching this to the knowing nothing of our day! Why, his Epistle
teems with this pursuit after Divine knowledge. It is the fruit of
faith, which is the gift of God, and" a man can receive nothing except
it be given him of God." So the apostle exhorts the" fathers," the
"young men," and the" little children" alike to pursue this heavenly
learning, "that ye may know." Know what? That we may" know
that whosoever is born of God, sinneth not; but he that is begotten
of God, keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And
we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that
is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal
life." Thus while
" Vain is all our best devotion
If .on false foundations built:
True religion's more than notion,

Something must be known and felt."
And it is His own blood-bought, Spirit-taught children who can
rejoice in their Lord Who has ever been and will ever be, until the
last elect vessel of mercy be gathered in, " a refuge for the oppressed,
a refuge in times of trouble."
" And they that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; for
Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee."
Beloved reader, is " the eternal God thy refuge"? and the righteousness of Christ your only hope? If so, you can enter into the sweet
experimental acknowledgement, and praise Him as you gratefully
testify, " For Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength t{) the
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat,
when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall "
(Isa. xxv. 4).
All this His people need. All this has He undertaken to be to them
in their time-state of pilgrimage. May you and I thus "follow on
to know the Lord."
R.
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Sermon" an1J Notel:l of ,Scrmo1tl:l.
SIN A:ND ITS WAGES.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REV.
SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., LORD BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

" For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is €lemallife th1'Ough
Jesus Christ our Lord."-RoMANs vi. 23.
THESE are very short and very simple propositions; and yet, to you
and to me, they have stupendous import. Throughout all eternity,
in weal or in woe, shall we realize the intensity of their meaning.
Surely then it were wise, while yet there is time, to consider well
how we should be affected by them, were the judgment now to be set-were the books now to be opened. Would the wages of sin, or the
gift of God, be my eternal portion, were my soul to be this night
required of me ?
Let me assist you in this solemn scrutiny, by attempting to exhibit
from this infallible volume, the full and true significance of each clause
of my text. And oh! that God the Holy Ghost would so speed my
endeavours, that many souls may be roused from the fatal security
of self-satisfaction, indifference, and procrastination, and be compelled,
in a felt necessity, to seek the Lord while He may be found, and to
call upon Him while He is near.
" The wages of sin is death."
And what is sin? Let St. John reply; "Sin is the transgression
of the law." Ponder well these words. Any and every breach of the
law, be that breach great in our estimation or small, is sin.
And what is the Law? Let Him be our instructor, Who is the truth
itself; "Master, which is the great commandment III the law? Jesus
said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself."
Mark, I pray you, the breadth, the depth, the length of that word
"all." It is oroad. It embraces in its scope thoughts and words, no
less than deeds. Love to thy God shall be the motive-power of every
action, whether of greater or less relative importance. Yes, and of
every word, and of every thought, whether that word be uttered and
that thought conceived in the sanctuary of God, or in the busy haunts
of men.
And that word" all " is deep. It declares that that all-pervading,
all-actuating love to the Lord thy God shall be no formal, no feeble
love. It shall be a true, a supreme, an absorbing love.
And, once more, that word " all " is long. From the cradle to the
grave,-throughout childhood, and youth, and manhood, and agewithout one moment's intermission,-shall this love to God reign
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paramolHlt within thy bosom, and regulate infallibly every thought,
every word, every action of thy life.
It is of this law, and not merely of the letter of the ten co=and!'1ents, much less of the letter of the six last of them, that it is predicated that" sin" is its transgression. Yes: let a man, for one
moment of time-and for one moment only-fail in yielding to the
Lord his God this large, this intense, this enduring homage of love,that man has sinned-that man is guilty. It matters not if (were
such a thing possible) in every other moment all thoughts, all words,
all deeds were blameless. That one offence, that one transgression,
constitutes him a guilty sinner. "For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."
And now mark what follows :-" The wages of sin is death." That
which sin deserves-that which, unless an escape be found, the sinner
will, in the evening of this world, as surely and as righteously receive
as the labourer his hire.--is " death."
And what-to say nothing of spiritual death now present-is the
second death yet to come!
My brethren, I have hitherto answered each question as it was
suggested by the proposition before us, from Holy Writ. Shall I
depart from that course now! Shall I betake myself to the man of
morbid sensibility, or to a man of conceited scepticism for answer to
the inquiry, "What is death!" Shall I permit them to dilute,
to explain away, to contradict the plain statements of the Bible!
No, not until I am assured that the Sentimentalist and the Rationalist
shall be able as certainly to supersede the Judge of quick and dead
at the last great day, as they attempt in fact to supersede Him now.
Till then, if I would be safe for eternity, still must I go to this volume
to learn" what is that death, after death, which is the wages of sin."
And Scripture gives no doubtful answer. That death, it replies, is
everlasting banishment from the presence of God. "The Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of His power."
That death, Scripture replies again, is everlasting imprisonment
with the devil and His angels. "Then shall He say also unto them
on the left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepare.d for the devil and his angels."
That death, Scripture answers yet once again, is everlasting punishment in hell. "And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better
for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into
hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: where their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee,
cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two
feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if
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thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into
the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast
into hell fire: where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."
Such, then, is the burden of that first clause of my text: "The
wages of sin is death."
And now let me confess that I have sinned, not once, nor twice,
but times more in number than the hairs of my head.
And J1ave not ye, my brethren, this very day declared the same
. concerning yourselves 1-" We have offended against Thy holy laws.
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and
we have done those things which we ought not to have done."
What then, doth this first proposition predicate concerning me 1concerning you 1
It says to me, "The wages which thou, 0 man, hast been labouring
for, the wages which thou hast been earning, the wages which thou
shalt assuredly receive, except One be found Who shall say, ' Deliver
him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom,'-is 'the
damnation of hell.'" These, brethren, are the words of the Master:
His messenger may not shrink from using them.
And it says the same to everyone of you; neither youth nor age,
neither simplicity nor genius, neither obscurity nor rank, will shelter
you from the universal condemnation. "All have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God."
o sirs! has the reality of this dread fact ever been brought home
to your souls 1 In other words, has the Spirit of our God ever convinced you of sin 1 Yes-I say it emphatically, I say it deliberately,
-" convinced you of sin"; even though you be like Saul of Tarsus,
as concerning the righteousness which is in the law of rite and ceremony,
blameless; even though you be like Job, in all matters of outward
decorum, one that feareth God and escheweth evil.
Do you recollect what the latter said 1-" I have heard of Thee
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."
Do you recollect what the former wrote 1-" For I was alive without
the law once: but when the co=andment came, sin revived, and I
died."
Brethren, as you would escape from the torments of the lost, as
you would enter upon the bliss of the saved, do not listen to those
smooth speeches, which affirm that conviction of sin is not for the
moral, the upright, the devout. "Smooth things" truly they arc,
but they are also "deceits." The collects, the confessions of our
Prayer-Book must be re-cast, the Bible itself must be re-written,
before they can be true.
I have heard, and that on authority so respectable, so impartial,
that I cannot doubt the literal accuracy of the statement-I have
heard that, many years ago, in one of those tropical countries where
disease is frequently sudden in its attack, rapid in its progress, fatal
in its issue,-{)ne who fondly dreamed that he was so moral, so upright,
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so devout, that he needed not conviction of sin, was visited with all the
symptoms of quickly approaching dissolution. Calling his family, his
friends, his neighbours around him, he gave deliberate, and as he would
have it, grateful utterance to this his firm persuasion. More than one
person was standing by, whose blood ran cold as he listened to those
syllables of ignorance and delusion. They were debating with themselves how, most faithfully, most tenderly, most wisely to speak words
of warning, while yet there was life. But the opportunity was not
given. With a convulsive start, the dying man almost leapt 'from his
bed; with an agonizing shriek he cried, " 0 my God! only five minutes
to repent of ALL my sins! "-and then all was over.
Truly, that was a fearful scene. But was it not, after all, but an
instance before death of that awful opening of the eyes, which must
in many, many cases take place after death ~ And then there is a
great gulf fixed for ever!
But, why lay so much stress upon this matter of conviction of sin ~
Because before the Spirit performs in a man that, His covenanted
work, I cannot encourage him to appropriate to himself the second
proposition, which my text contains: " But the gift of God is eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." For we are told that " He hath
filled the hungry with good things; and the rich He hath sent empty
away." "I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance."
But are you convinced of sin ~ Do you know and prove and confess
yourself to be lost ~ Then I would boldly say, "Draw near with
faith and take this glorious Gospel to your comfort. For' He lookcth
upon men, and if any say, I have sinned and perverted that which was
right, and it profited me not; He will deliver his soul from going into
the pit, and his life shall see the light.' "
"The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord."
And what is Eternal Life ~
It is exactly the reverse of " death."
It is the fruition of an inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away. "Then shall the King say unto them on His
right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world."
It is to be for ever with the Lord. "Father, I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may
behold My glory."
It is to be eternally perfect in body and soul. "So also is the
resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in
incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown
in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is
raised a spiritual body."
It is to have all this for ever, without alloy. "They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them,
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and
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God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." "And there shall
be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun ;
for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever
and ever."
.
And how is this blessedness to be obtained 1
Thou knowest full well, poor contrite one, that thou canst do nothing
to purchase it. Put forth thy hand and receive it as a gift, free of all
cost to thyself the receiver. For hear what He saith, Who cannot
lie: "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend
" money for that which is not bread 1 and your labour for that which
satisfieth not 1 hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness." And again: "The
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely."
And yet, though free of all cost to the receiver, not free of all cost
to the giver. "The gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord."
Yes, verily, "through Jesus Christ our Lord,"-meritoriouslyministerially-exclusively.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord meritoriously. Why did the Eternal
Father give His only-begotten Son 1-why did that Son bow the
heavens and come down 1-why was He incarnate by the Holy Ghost
of the Virgin lI'1:ary 1-why did He obey to the utmost His Father's
law 1-why did He endure to the full that law's righteous curse 1why did He pour out His soul unto death 1
For the express purpose of obtaining, by obedience and suffering,
that Eternal Life which thou, poor soul, hadst forfeited. Mark well
His own words: "God so loved the world, that He gave His onlybegotten Son, that whosever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved."
Through Jesus Christ our Lord ministerially. Why was the crucified
Jesus raised from the dead 1-why was He taken up on high 1-why
did the Father give Him a name which is above every name, that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow 1-why did He receive of
the Father the gift of the Holy Ghost 1-and why doth He now sit
at the right hand of God 1
For the express purpose of communicating that life which thus He
had purchased.
" Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."
And He doth communicate it to His redeemed severally,-individually. Convinced of sin, they flee to Him. He casts them not out.
Believing they have life. How good, how comfortable that word:
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth
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on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life."
And having life, He suffereth them not to lose it-" My sheep hear
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of My hand."
Rest not, I entreat you, brethren, until thus you know Christ as
the Author and Giver of Life. For be well assured of this, that life
comes through Him exclusively. For once more is it written, "This
is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the
Son of God, hath not life."
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
"THE LOST WORLD."
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
THE phrase, " the lost world," which recently met our eyes on placards,
etc., in this town, has provoked thought. Holy Scripture teaches that,
in a very real sense, the world, that is the world in the sense of the
whole human race, is, by nature, "lost." For mankind, by reason of
sin, is "perishing," and needs a Saviour, and the Lord Jesus, the
Saviour, said of Himself, "The Son of Man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10). The Apostle Paul, too,
declares (2 Cor. iy. 3-4), " If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that
are lost; in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ,
Who is the image of God, should shine unto them." This ruined and
lost condition was brought about by Adam, the first man, who was
the head of the world (Gen. i. 26; ii. 19). He sinned, and so " death
passed upon all men" (Rom. v. 12). In him, "all died" (1 Cor.
xv. 22), for the sin of the federal Head and Representative of the race,
passed upon all the members. The law of God then came in, in order
that mankind might be proved to be guilty sinners. "Now we know
that whatsoever things the law saith, it saith to them that are under
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may
become guilty before God" (Rom. iii. 19). All therefore who have
not fled for refuge to Christ, " the second Man," and the" last Adam,"
Whom God sent to be the Saviour of the world, are lost and perishing.
But the Lord Jesus has become" the author of eternal salvation to
all them that obey Him" (Heb. v. 9). "The second Man, the Lord
from heaven" (1 Cor. xv. 47), has become the Head of a second human
family, gathering this new family from among the lost, taking out from
the nations" a people for His name." Happy are we if we can say:
" I once was lost, but now am found."
Again, the words" The lost world" remind us that Holy Scripture
teaches us that a former world was destroyed by water. Peter writes
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of this, and says: "By the word of God the heavens were of old, and
the earth standing out of the water and in [R.V. "amidst" or
" through "] the water, whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished." And then he adds, " But the heavens
and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store,
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men" (2 Peter ill. 5-7). In the succeeding verses a very vivid
description of this great conflagration is given, and the reader is advised
to study carefully the whole chapter. Yet there is a subsequent
glorious prospect of "new heavens and a new earth." "Nevertheless
we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth
wherein dwelleth righteoWlness" (verse 13).
THE SCOURGE OF THE TONGUE.
ELIPHAZ (in Job v.) dilating to his afflicted friend on " the happy end
of God's correction," mentioned several of the blessings and immunities which are secured by the Divine and ever-to-be-desired favour of
the Alnlighty. "He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven
there shall no evil touch thee. In fanline He shall redeem thee from
death: and in war from the power of the sword. Thou shalt be hid
from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of
destruction when it cometh." It seems to have been in the estimation
of Eliphaz as much a miracle and mercy to be preserved from slander
as to be kept alive in plenty and in safety. And probably poor
Mephibosheth thought so, too, when he was so shamelessly wronged
by his servant Ziba (2 Sam. xvi.). And David believed the lie. He
believed that Mephibosheth, for whom he had done so much, and to
whom he was bound by such tender ties and pronlises-he believed
that he had turned out to be faithless and had remained at home in
hopes to get the vacant throne. And there was Ziba with all that
welcome present and provision, and some nlisrepresented facts. And
David does not seem to have made any enquiries-at least not then.
He was spent with grief and care, and this new wrong wounded and
vexed him, and made him angry, so that he took away all the property
that he had given to Mephibosheth and said that Ziba was to have it.
So the slanderer triumphed and was enriched by the spoils of his
deception. It is not quite plain in the narrative of David's return
home whether he ever really believed in the entire innocence of
Mephibosheth; for Ziba was still to have half the land (2 Sam. xix.).
There it is left, but one thing is plain, Mephibosheth set no store by
possessions. His unfaithful servant could have them all. It was the
king Mephibosheth wanted, and he had come home in peace. And
yet it seems as if he must have been sornewhat disappointed or wounded.
One would think so, for he had for months been living and watching,
and fasting, and praying for David's return, and now he had come,
and was cold. It is a comfort that we have Mephibosheth's reply,
that he could reply with love and with loyalty still unabated. "Yea,
9
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let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come again in peace
unto his own house." It seems as if he had the same spirit and grace
which Job had before him when he looked up to the throne of God
and said, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." It may be
that in his God-given devotion Mephibosheth forgot that his perpetual
place at the king's table was a gift as much as a right. Do not the
Lord's children need to be reminded very often that all their privileges
or comforts or sweet things are the freest gifts to the rebellious, the
disposings of His providence through the precious blood of Christ 1
Do they not need some wound from the hand of the blessed Spirit
to bring them from all their wanderings or their lofty places
to the footstool of mercy, there to seek with contrite hearts His
healing and His only, and to seek a reassurance of His ever unchanging mercy 1
But David and Mephibosheth had many years before them still to
live together. And the Lord says that He will make the crooked
things straight and the rough places plain. These things will He do
for them, not only hereafter when there will be no more sorrow nor
crying, but here and now, while the promise is still a promise. "These
things will I do for them and not forsake them." David must many
a time have thought of his first meeting with Jonathan, of their vows,
of Jonathan's eagerness and willingness, of which he never repented,
to give David the first place in the kingdom, and for love's sake to
take the second himself. He would remember the time when they
renewed their covenant, and when Jonathan came to the wood and
strengthened his hands in God. And indeed he did get the first place
in the kingdom, but Jonathan had a better than a second. And then
came the days of his establishment and prosperity, when also he
remembered his promises to his beloved departed friend and undertook
the care and well-being of the lame Mephibosheth. And now did it
strike him that he had been unjust and unkind 1 "0 Lord, Thou
knowest." It is not always and only our enemies' tongues that may
be addressed in the words of the Spirit-taught and blessed psalmist,
" What shall be given unto thee 1 or what shall be done unto thee,
thou false tongue 1 Sharp arrows of the mighty with coals of juniper."
We all know what it is to wish that we had left something unsaid, to
fear that what we have said will wound or hurt, to think that we
have praised the Lord too little, and have blamed His children too
much. But so it is, and the Lord says, " By thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." So that hope
would be nowhere were it not for the forgiveness and for the mercy
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. David said with his tongue, with
his lips that were so fluent in the language of Zion-which none know
but they who learn it of the Holy Spirit-he said, " Bless the Lord, 0
my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name, Who forgiveth
all thine iniquities; Who healeth all thy diseases; Who crowneth thee
with lovingkindness and tender mercies."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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"WHAT A WORD IS THIS!"
(LUKE iv. 36).
THESE words were uttered in one of the Synagogues of the Jews
situated in Capernaum. They were the sudden outburst of tbose
who had witnessed with amazement one of the wonderful examples
of the healing powers of the Lord Jesus.
Their appreciation would have been greater, though their amazement might have been less, had they believed the Scriptures which
were read in the synagogues every Sabbath day. (See Acts xiii. 27.)
This is an important point to be borne in mind in the present day,
for whilst men have God's Word in their midst now, yet they do not,
as a rule, heartily receive it and believe it.
At Nazareth-in the same province as Capernaum-the Lord Jesus
had a very short time previously entered into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, according to His regular custom, and had stood up and
read to the people a portion of the Book of Isaiah (Luke iv. 16, etc.),
and when He had concluded His reading He closed the Book and
addressed the people saying, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled in
your ears" (Luke iv. 21). In other words, He declared to the people
that He was the promised Messiah and that this would be manifested
by (a) His power to heal the afflicted; (b) By His unparalleled wisdom
in preaching the Gospel; and (c) By the freedom granted to those
who had been under Satanic influence.
Had the people really believed His word and His true interpretation
of Scripture, they would have been less amazed at the fuHilment of
Scripture, and instead they would have been mightily confirmed in
their faith. It is declared in verse 32 that the people "were astonished
at His doctrine" (or teaching), "for His word was with power."
This expression seems to make it clear that there was no power
in the preaching of those days. The Scribes and Pharisees of that
period had no true faith in the promised Messiah. They were dead
preachers, they set before men dead and dry doctrines, and the people
thus "fed" were spiritually starved. The" blind were leading the
blind." There was no life in the words taught by these men-these
Scribes, these lawyers, and these Pharisees.
The Lord Jesus is " the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever"
(Heb. xiii. 8). He is "The Word" (John i. 1). "He is King of
kings" (1 Tim. vi. 15), and" where the word of a king is, there is
power" (Eccles. viii. 4). By Him were the worlds made. (See Heb.
i. 2). He said, " Let there be light, and there was light" (Gen. i. 3,
etc.). He-as One with the Father-said, " Let us make man in Our
image, after Our likeness . . . and in the image of God created He
him" (Gen. i. 26, 27).
When a man has been seriously ill and has been successfully treated
by a clever doctor, it is usual to speak of the man as " having been
restlY/'ed to health." The disease has been conquered and the man's
health has been restored or put back where it was .before the attack
of sickness. A doctor can do no more than use the abilities God has
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given him. He cannot make a man immune against every form of
sickness and disease. A doctor can make use of the means GDd has
provided, but these are only efficacious as God is pleased to bless.
When the Lord Jesus came He was King, even though the majority
refused to recognize Him as such, and being King there was power
in and with His Word. He taught with all authority (Matt vii. 29).
" His word was with power" (Luke iv. 32). He came to restore men
to that position of favour and blessing from whence they had fallen
by sin. He came to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb.
ix. 26). He came that men might be born again (John iii. 7), that
they might "put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge
after the image of Him Who created him" (Colos. iii. 10). Such who
believe in the Lord Jesus are" conformed to the image of God's Son,
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29).
It is in the Lord Jesus "we have redemption through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins, Who is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of every creature" (Colos. i. 14-15). Those who are
taught by the Holy Spirit-Who leads all whom He teaches into the
truth" as the truth is in Jesus" (see John xvi. 13; Ephes. iv. 21)do " put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness" (Ephes. iv. 24), and" without holiness no man
shall see the Lord" (Heb. xii. 14), that is, to see Him with joy and
abide in His presence for ever.
Now those whom the Lord Jesus thus" restores," do receive a
new nature. They" put on the new man." Eternal death has no
more dominion over them (Rom. vi. 9), for they are united to Christ
the Living Head, and the life which they now live in the flesh they
live by the faith of th.e Son of God, Who loved them and gave Himself
for them (Gal. ii. 20). Because He lives, therefore they live (John
xiv. 19). They have passed from death to life (John v. 24) .
. " The entrance of Thy words giveth light" (Psa. cxix. 130). This
word, " the.Word of the Lord, endureth for ever, and this is the 'Vord
which by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 25).
When any man trnly and honestly desires to hear the Word of the
Lord, and waits upon God to instruct him, that man will sooner or
later" hear" (with his spiritual understanding) " a wOId behind him
saying, This is the way, walk ye in it" (Isa. xxx. 21), and" this Way"
is the Lord Jesus.
" I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the
Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6).
God speaks now by His written Word, which reveals Him, Who is
the Incarnate Word (John i. 14). God says, " Hear Him" (Matt.
xvii. 5), and well will it be with all those who in all sincerity of heart
pray, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth" (1 Sam. iii. 9). "Whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man who built his house upon a rock," etc. (Matt. vii.
24-25) He that believeth hath everlasting life (John v. 24). "What
a Word is this! "
P. 1. B.
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE SHEPHERD.

" We Thy people and sheep of Thy pasture will give Thee thanks for
ever."-PSALM IxDx. 13.
THERE are four definite references to our Lord Jesus Christ, one in
the Old Testament and three in the New, which put Him before us
in the light of a Shepherd. Each of these presents a great Gospel
truth, a foundation principle for the believer. Depending on the
enlightening of the Holy Spirit, let us look into them in their Scripture
order. There are other mentions of God as the Shepherd, but they
do not necessarily'refer to the Second Person in the Trinity.
Psalm xxiii. 1: "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want."
This is the relationship attitude of our Shepherd-" my Shepherd."
We must know Him as our own to ensure salvation. It is there that
the Third Person in the Trinity begins with every soul: my need,
my sin, my future, is commonly the commencement of the conflict.
Man sees himself, sometimes suddenly, sometimes slowly, but he sees
himself coming short. He 1:nows himself as a sinnner and as a needy
sinner, with a long, untravelled and unending existence before him,
which is as yet, so far as he is concerned, utterly unprovided and
unarranged for. All this is the work of the Spirit in the until then
sleeping and dead heart. Now the conscience is fully awake, the heart
is at last alive, the soul feels its lost condition. The Spirit never
stays His work there. The human" my" of intense longing is met
by the Divine "My" of blessed Substitution. "Awake, 0 sword,
against My Shepherd, and against the Man that is My Fellow, saith
the Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd" (Zech. xiii. 7). Jehovah
suffered His vengeance to alight on His Own Son-" My Shepherd,"
" My Fellow "-that the sheep might be spared; and each child of
God is brought to know this. From thenceforward the soul realizes
not only its own urgent need, but the full supply of that need in the
appropriation of the Saviour's finished work. Then" The Lord is
my Shepherd," is the thankful, rejoicing song of the forgiven and unburdened heart. It is true that time will reveal to us many a trial,
cross and conflict. But through it all the grace that called us out
will keep us in. "My Shepherd" shed His precious blood for me,
" therefore I shall not want" any really good thing. My providing
" Shepherd" will sustain me to the end.
John x. 11, 14, 16: "I am the Good Shepherd." This is the
redemption attitude of our Shepherd-" Good." We can never take
in the unutterable goodness of the Lord Jesus Christ in His life and
death sacrifice. For it was a true sacrifice, it was absolutely voluntary.
We can never conceive His intense love for us in giving Himself freely
for us. Dwell on it we may, praise Him we can to a certain extent,
receive His gift we do when He shows Himself to us as our own precious
Good Shepherd. But understand, estimate at its full value that
unspeakable gift, we cannot by any means! We can ouly exclaim with
adoring worship as the Psalmist does, "I will take the cup of
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salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord." The Good Shepherd
tells us in the above passage that He does three things for us: verse 11,
gives" His life"; verse 14, knows llis " sheep"; verse 16, that He
will" bring" all His" sheep" into" one fold." Here is Salvation,
Scrutiny, Security! "The Lord is good; a stronghold in the day of
trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him."
Hebrews xiii. 20: "Brought again from the dead . . . that Great
Shepherd of the sheep." This is the resurrection attitude of our
Shepherd-" Great." It needed more than ordinary, more than
human ability, to repossess llimself of life, when man's evil hands had
crucified the Lord Jesus. But He was Almighty, so He could not
be thus despoiled of life by mortal agency. Yet His love was so
great that He willingly took death pro tem. that He might give
us life. He was, however, so great in His love that He took life again
by His Infinite power, to assure us of our own final resurrection. '\That
did our Good Shepherd redeem us for 1 That our Great Shepherd might
raise us from death. Life, everlasting life, incorruptible life is before
every child of God. We are" redeemed . . . with the precious blood
of Christ"; we shall be raised in the full likeness of Christ, to spend
eternity with Him. "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy
likeness"! Oh grand, Oh blessed hope; Oh wondrous expectation'
What matter the few short SOlTOWS of the way when the end is such
a glorious prospect! And how very near it may be! What if the
body be tried, the flesh be weak and the heart at times cast down 1
It is only a little while, only a little longer. Faith, patience, courage,
beloved fellow-traveller! The end is not far distant at the farthest,
and then our felicity will be full, for faith will be followed by fruition.
But we are human as yet and our patience and courage fail us from
time to time. Yes I but our God will not fail us and He is ever
Divine! Still it may be just now" thou art wearied in the greatness
of thy way" (Isa. lvii. IQ), well-nigh beyond endurance. Ah! have
you noticed that it is " thy way," not His, that wearies thee with its
" greatness" 1 "Thy way"-the "way" of self-choosing, self-will
and rebellion, will verily weary thee sore. But look on at His counterbalancing promise in verse 18. "I have seen his ways and wil/. heal
him; I will lead him also, and will restore comforts un to hi In."
Does not that sound sweetly to thy sorrow-pressed spirit 1 For that
is what He tells thee! That is how He says that He will cope with
the greatness and the weariness" of thy way." Sympathy, healing,
leading and restoring are to be thy portion meted out from Him, in
spite of all thy self-assertion. All this, too, because He is thy gracious
God, giving grace and love when we merit chastening and forsaking.
Nor is" thy way" so great or so weary as the way thy loving Shepherd
travelled for thee in His redeeming mercy. Go to Him then with
every burden, and draw from Him every moment both comfort and
strength for thy wadare. He is sufficient for these things, albeit thou
art not! "Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels" (Isa.
xlvii. 13), perchance. Thou wilt never be wearied in the multitude of
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His! Our" G."eat Shepherd" is far greater than any of the evils
that befall us by the way! "The Lord is great . . . above all gods" ;
let us "trust and not be afraid."
Before considering our final point, we must go off the lines for a
moment. There is one other mention of Christ as the Shepherd in
the New Testament, but it places tbe subject more from the human
point of view. That is, it suggests the attitude of the sheep to the
Shepherd, ratber than, as in our otber passages, the attitude of the
Shepherd to the sheep. We must not, however, omit it, being the
attitude of the reclaimed sheep: "Ye were as sheep going astray,
but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls"
(1 Pet. ii. 25). Here is our past, "ye were"; here is our present,
" but are now" ! We" were " straying, we "are" safe; roa:ming
before being reclaimed; at first in danger, but "now returned" to
safety and rest in Him. At last we are safely sheltered in the fold,
but the returned sheep still need a returning Shepherd, which brings
us t-o our last head.
.
1 Peter v. 4: "When the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." This is the returning
attitude of our Shepherd-" Chie!." Other shepherds, many shepherds
have had dominion over us. One and another have been raised up by
our God to tend and shepherd His sheep while they dwell in the
"waste howling wilderness." Yet they are but under-shepherds.
They could only direct us to go to Him, they conld only tell us about
Him, the Great Good Shepherd of the sheep. We still need One Chief
Shepherd Who shall come again to complete His" One Fold under
One Shepherd." "This is our God; we have waited for Him, and
He will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will
be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9). Yes! we are
" glad" now, we shall be far more " glad" then ! May you and I,
dear reader, receive this unfading "crown of glory" in that day !
May His Spirit enable us so to live, that" when He shall appear, we
may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming" !

New Eltham, S.E.9.

ELEAi'\'OR CONYERS BOWER.

"THINE HEART, MINE HEART."
THE Word of God is full of references to the heart of man, and to
the heart of God. The heart is the most essential part of the physical
being of man, and the most essential in the spiritual man. Hearts
promote the happiness of those around us; for the loving heart is
constantly on the alert for every opportunity of kindness, and rejoices
with the joyous, and grieves with the sorrowful. Where love is, the
heart is in motion. And it is the heart tbat God desires, the sanctified
heart, the perfect heart, the whole heart. His expressed desire is,
"My son, give Me thine hea,.t." Works, duty, fear, ceremonial,
intellect are only acceptable in as far as the.Holy Spirit influences the
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heart. Or, as St. Paul prayed, " That Christ may dwell in your hearts
by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth and length, and
depth and height: and to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God" (Ephes.
iii. 17-19). Christ is the passport to the heart of God. "God so
loved . . . that He gave His Son." "Chris.t also loved . . . and
gave Himself." "The fruit of the Spirit is love."
When we think of the description of the heart of man given in the
unerring, searching Word of God, we are amazed that love should
enter into the heart of God towards us. The Holy Spirit opens our
eyes to see that" the heart of man is deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked," and that personally my heart is desperately
wicked, my heart is dead in sin.
I need not endeavour to describe in detail the deceitfulness of the
heart, the desperate wickedness of it, so intricate is the deceitfulness,
so utterly, basely and presumptuously wicked. How can He look upon
it 1 Yet, He says, "I the Lord search the heart," not only looks
into, but searches. He knows all the windings, all the depths. And
He sees the repentant heart, the yearning heart, the longing heart,
the broken heart, the fearful heart, the tender heart, and He seals
such for Himself.
When Samuel went to anoint David king, you will remember how
much Samuel admired David's taU brother Eliab and said, "Surely
the Lord's anointed is before Him. But the Lord said unto Samuel,
Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because
I have refused him; for the Lord seeth not as man seeth: for man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the
heart." And David is described as " the man after God's Own heart."
" The Lord hath sought Him a man after His Own heart." And again,
" I have found David the son of Jesse a man after Mine Own heart."
You will have noticed how frequently the psalms of David refer to
his heart. His longing was to have an undivided heart, and a fixed
heart. He often failed, but how great his repentance. "David's
heart smote him." He turned to the Lord in his distress. "I
acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. J
said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest
the iniquity of my sin " (Psa. xxxii. 5).
Looking more particularly upon the heart as the channel of love,
we read in 1 Chron. xxviii. 2, " Then David the king stood up upon
his feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: as for me
I had in mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the Covenant
of the Lord, and for the footstool of our God." Love had dictated it,
and his Lord recognized it as such.
Dear reader, do prayerfully study the attitude of our loving Lord
and Saviour to the heart of each of His beloved. He knows, He
understands, He searches, and yet He will cover all sin by the peace-speaking blood which cleanseth from all sins. "A broken and a
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contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise." "Say to them that
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come
. . . He will come and save you."
In these God-dishonouring days, when the Word and the Person
and Truth of the Lord are despised and attacked, it does behove the
Christ-lover earnestly to contend for the faith delivered, and to point
out to the seeker and the weak believer his standing, his personal
standing in Christ, and to emphasize the wickedness of the heart of
man and the great love of the heart of God. He sees, He knows,
He understands, He searches, He draws, He attracts, He brings out to
bring in, and He satisfies.
" 0 Saviour, I have nought to plead,
In earth beneath or heaven above!
But just mine own exceeding need
And Thy exceeding love.

The need will soon be pa.t and gone,
Exceeding great but quickly o'er:
The love unbought is all Thine Own
And lasts for evel'more.·'

We cannot buy Bis love, but He has purchased you with His Own
blood. "Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price." "Ye
were sealed with that holy spirit of promise, which is the em'nest of
our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession,
unto the praise of His glory." "Ye are Christ's."
" Let not your heart be troubled." "I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice."
NETTlE.

"IN CHRIST ,JESUS."
" Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus." To be in Christ Jesus is to be
united to Him: (1) Representatively, as we were in Adam (Rom.
v. 12-21; 1 Cor. xv. 22). (2) Vitally, as a branch is in the vine, or
a member in the body (John xv. 1-7). (3) Consciously and voluntarily by faith (Rom. viii. 1, et passim). Of this union with Christ,
the Apostle teaches us here, first its origin, and secondly itg effects.
As to its origin, it is of God. Of Him ye are in Christ Jesus. It is of
Him as the efficient cause. It is to be referred to Him alone that
ye are in Christ. Your conversion or saving union with Christ is not
due to yourselves; it is not because you are wiser or better or more
diligent than others, that you are thus distinguished. This which is
the turning point in theology, and therefore in religion, is here most
explicitly asserted. And it is not only asserted, but it is declared to
be the purpose of God to make it apparent, and to force all men to
acknowledge it. He so dispenses His grace as to make men see with
regard to others, and to acknowledge with regard to themselves, that
the fact that they are in Christ, or true Christians, is due to Him and
not to themselves.-Dr. Charles Bodge.
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"A SHINING LIGHT."
I WONDER how many of my young readers could turn in their Bibles
to the words at the head of our page this time. They were spoken
by the Lord Jesus Christ about John the Baptist, of whom He said
(John v. 34)-" He was a burning and a shining light." Are they not
a lovely testimony to John? They tell US how the Lord loved and
valued him. He knew how fearlessly his brave forerunner had held
aloft the banner of trut.h, what privations and sufferings he had
endured, how loyal and devoted he had been to his Master, how content
to de-crease that the Lord might in-crease, and how happy he was
to be the means of introducing the sinner to the Saviour.
You will remember that it was John the Baptist who said of the
Lord to his hearers, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world." He also sought to impress the wondrous tru th
of the words on two of Ius own disciples, for we read in John i. 35, 36,
" Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; and
looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of
God."
Do you l.'11ow the happy result of his testimony in this case? We
read, "The two disciples heard lum speak, and they followed Jesus."
They had a long talk with the Lord Himself, and became His devoted
followers, earnest themselves in pointing others to "the Lamb of Goel."
At another time John referred to the Lord Jesus as the Bridegroom
of His people, saying, "He that hath the bride is the Bridegroom,
but the friend of the Bridegroom, which standeth and heareth Him,
rejoiceth greatly because of the Bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled." You see here the joy which it gave him to be, so
to speak, the friend of the Bridegroom, and thus see the Bridegroom
and bride drawing together.
This is the joy which real servant.s of the Lord have to-day as they
make known " the good tidings of great joy" to others.
From what I have said you will have no difficulty in seeing what the
Lord meant by saying" He was a burning and a shining light." His
light shone so brightly that you read of him in John i. 8, 9, " He was
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light."
You all know to Whom those two last words refer-the Lord J eSlIs
Christ, ilie Light of the world, the Dayspring from on high, the Sun
of Righteousness, the True Light, the bright and morning Star.
I expect all my young readers know that the moon has no light of
its own. The beautiful soft light which we so much adnrire is caused
by the sun shining on a certain portion of it when that part is in just
the right position towards the sun to catch its light.
It is exactly the same in spiritual things. The believer has no
light in himself. If you are" a shining light," it is because you can
say with the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. iv. 6, " God, Who commanded the
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light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
The Lord bids His people to let their light shine, and sends some of
them to shine amidst the appalling darkness of heathenism. I wonder
if He will send any of ymt.
E. A. H.
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PROTESTANT LENDING LIBRARY.
WE are asked to say that the Ladies' Committee of the Church
Association desire to make it known that they are prepared to lend out
Protestant books for village or family use, on condition that the
borrowers pay return postage and send the books back within a month.
These books consist of story books and historical works.
Application should be made to Mr. A. Mussen, Librarian, Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.
Applicants should state the character of books required.
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In llllemoriam.
THE LATE MR. GEORGE ROSE, OF QUAINTON,
AYLESBURY.
(From a Correspondent.)
IN seeking to write a brief memoir of the late Mr. Geo. Rose, we desire
that it may be to the glory of God, and, if it be His will, for the help
and encouragement of some other tried fellow-travellers in the pilgrim
path.
He was born on November 28th, 1839, at a farm called Cranwell,
about two miles from the village of Waddesdon, in the County of
Bucks. His parents were godly people, belonging to the denomination
of Strict Baptists, and as a child he was taken to a small chapel which
was built by their ancestors in the year 1792; and which stands quite
alone on a hill some distance from the village, and is called" Waddesdon
Hill." Here he grew to love the doctrines of free and sovereign grace,
and although we have no record of the exact tinle when the Lord
began a work of grace in his heart, it is evident that he had a love for
the things of God quite early in life. In the year 1871 he was baptized
and joined the Church, and two years later was chosen Deacon, which
office he honourably and ably fulfilled until he was taken Home on
November 6th, 1925. Throughout his life he was reticent in manner,
of a somewhat nervous temperament, and did not seek to enter into
much of a public nature, but he was a man of much prayer, aud many
who knew him intimately can testify that he was singularly gifted in
that exercise. He was very deeply impressed with the infinite holiness
and majesty of God, and was given a very deep sense of reverence
combined with the closest communion.
For many years he was a subscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
dearly he loved the writings of the late Dr. Doudney, G. Cowell, and
others; indeed he felt a union of heart to all those who sought to
exalt a precious Jesus Christ, but creature merit he would have none
of. Like many of the Lord's dear family he had to tread a path of
tribulation. His father died when he was only eleven years old, the
farm was sold, and other changes let him know that this world is no
place of rest for a Christian. In October, 1865, he married a Godfearing young woman who attended the same place of worship, and
she proved to be a real help-meet for him. For a few years all was
well, but soon their trials were multiplied. Space forbids us to enter
into details, but they were of a singular character and very heavy.
Four dear little girls were removed by death, and losses in business,
affliction, and various other things, brought them very low in circumstances. At one time he was so tried as to be strongly tempted to
take his life, the way and place being thought out. In great distress
he was enabled to cry lmto the Lord and to plead with Hi m the language
of the Psalmist, "Bow down Thine ear, 0 Lord, hear me," and the
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. Lord did hear him, mercifully broke the snare and delivered him from
the temptation. After several changes in providence, they went to
live at the village of Quainton. This was three miles from Waddesdon,
and four and a half miles from the chapel, but each Sunday found
him in his accustomed seat. In J\farch, 1896, his beloved wife was
taken from him, and again the Lord's hand seemed heavy against
him, but he was enabled by grace to hold on and to say with Job,
"Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." He continued to
carry on all the business affairs of the little church, inviting ministers
for the pulpit, entertaining them at his home, and driving them to
and from chapel on Sundays. The few latest years, his eyesight being
much impaired, a grandson drove for him. He was present at the
services, morning and afternoon, on the first Sunday in November of
last year. On the Thursday following he complained of feeling poorly,
but there was nothing to cause alarm. Friday morning he got up
as usual and performed one or two little duties outside as was his
custom. Shortly after he again complained of a pain and some feeling
of sic1.'l1ess. He sat down in an easy chair hy the fire, and in less than
five minutes his spirit had fled. We feel it can as truly be said of
him as it was of Enoch, "He was not, for God took him."

C!!ottel'ponbence.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-" I am debtor," said the Apostle Paul, and he adds,
" I am ready to preach," "for I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ." He felt it to be his priceless duty, and we also humbly feel
it to be our privilege to spread the Gospel among our soldiers and
sailors, knowing that" it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth." The life of a soldier and sailor is a life of duty.
Shall not the friends of these men be ever ready for the privilege of
witness to the truth! By the help of these kind friends we are still
engaged in spreading much precious truth amongst these men, knowing
that the glamour of the world, the traps and snares laid for the unwary
are too strong for a man without Christ. A young soldier says, " Many
are the temptations and trials, but God has kept me." To place in
the hands of these young men magazines and books of truth is a
blessed work, and we need more friends to join us in this blessed
service, ever remembering ye serve the Lord Christ.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
'l1 , Firfield St,'eet,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol.
February, 1926,
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ILLEGALITY AND EVILS OF RESERVATION.
MANIFESTO

BY

THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION.

THE Council of the Church Association desires to make public the
following facts in reply to the provocative manifesto on Reservatiou
set forth by the English Church Union at the Christmas season of
peace and good will, which, as the Bishop of St. Edmundsbury and
Ipswich has said, claims" really to challenge the doctrinal position
of the Church of England."
1. Reservation of the consecrated elements for any purpose whatever is illegal in the Church of England, and has so been declared :~
a. In 1885 by the unanimous resolutions of the Upper Houses of
both Convocations;
b. May 1st, 1900, by the Lambeth Opinions of Archbishops Temple
and Maclagan ;
c. December 10th, 1906, by the Court of Arches in the case of
Bishop of Oxford (Dr. Paget) v. Henly;
d. May 30th, 1920, by the Court of King's Bench in the case of
Gore-Booth v. the Bishop of Manchester (Dr. Knox).
2. As a rejoinder to the Opinions of the Archbishops, the KC.U.
adopted at its annual meeting, June 21st, 1900, a declaration" that
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the Bread and Wine, through
the operation of the Holy Ghost, become, in and by consecration
according to our Lord's institution, verily and indeed the Body and
Blood of Christ, and that Christ our Lord, present in the same Most
Holy Sacrament of the Altar under the form of Bread and Wine, is
to be worshipped and adored." The leading article of the Church
Union Gazette (the official organ of the E.C.U.) last March advocated
the adoption of Transubstantiation, both the name and the thing, in
the Church of England as a step towards the reunion of Christendom!
3. The KC.U. has supported its case both for its doctrine of the
presence, and for the practice of Reservation by a system of literary
frauds which have repeatedly been exposed, but for which the KC.U.
neither dares venture any defence, nor has had the grace to offer any
apology.
4. No real need of Reservation for the purpose of giving Communion
(the only purpose for which our Lord instituted the Sacrament) exists.
The alleged "needs" are subterfuges devised in order to secure
perpetual Reservation in our Churches, and provide there an alleged
presence of the Saviour" under the form of" the Sacrament, as a
continual incitement to committing what the Church m!es to be
" Idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians."
5. The needs of the sick and dying are fully met by the service for
the Communion of the Sick, as has been proved by the experience of
nearly four centuries, and by the practice of the vast majority of the
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clergy at the present day. Any case where the time is insufficient for
celebration in the house of the sick, is one where the administration
of the Sacrament is undesirable, and as directed in the rubric, the sick
person must be assured that by faith he feeds on his Saviour" profitably to his soul's health, although he do not receive the Sacrament
with his moutb." No encouragement should be given to the degrading
idea that the mere mechanical bodily reception of material things
whicb have undergone at some time" consecration by a priest," is
a passport to salvation.
6. Administration of the Reserved Sacrament, so far from being a
provision for the needs of the sick and dying, means the cruelty of
forcing upon such sufferers a rite which no normal member of the
Church of England can recognize to be the Lord's Supper. In his
" Charge" of 1902, the late Archbishop Maclagan forcibly brought
out this point, saying, " The idea of solitary masses or snch communion
as accompanied the Reserved Sacrament were alien from the very
spirit of the Holy Sacrament itself. Where the practice was that a
wafer carried from the tahernacle was carried to the sick man's house,
and tbe priest, with perhaps a single collect, administered the wafer,
and possibly gave tbe sufferer a blessing as he went, tbe beautiful
office of tbe Communion of the Sick had become a dead letter. In
some parishes it was absolutely never used, and the sick and dying
were deprived in their hour of need of that which they had known
and loved as the Holy Communion, for they failed to recognize it in
the substitute which had taken its place. Thousands of sick and
dying persons were thus deprived of what they had been accustomed
to look forward to as their great comfort and blessing in the hour of
sickness and of death."
7. The plea for Reservation as "required to give Communion to
those who are prevented from being able to receive at the service
itself" is an attempt to graft upon the Church of England one of the
worst abuses of modern Romanism, called" Communion out of Mass,"
under which services are held in Church for administering consecrated
wafers to congregations of able-bodied persons who have been
" prevented" from attending the celebration in Church. This grave
profanation of the Lord's Institution must be strongly resisted. All
needs of the people can be met by the clergyman who bears in mind
that he is the minister or the servant of the Church, not its despotic
ruler, and therefore holds celekations at such hours as suit the requirements of his people. Particularly is it desirable that the clergy should
occasionally celebrate the Lord's Supper in the evening (the only
strictly congruous time for a " supper") in deference to the example
of the Lord Himself and the universal custom of the Apostolic Church.
The Church of England places no restriction on the hour for this
Sacrament, and the primitive custom of evening celebration was
revived in tbe middle of the last century by Dr. Hook, one of the
foremost of the old-fashioned" High Churchmen."
8. The claim " That the people should not be prohibited from the
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opportunity of devotion before the Blessed Sacrament so reserved,"
is a specious attempt to confuse the real issue. No one would speak of
performing devotions" before" the lectern or the font. The intention
is to provide opportunity for that idolatrous adoration of the Host
which it was the main purpose of the English Reformation wholly to
eradicate.
9. The action of the Bishop of Birmingham in endeavouring to
suppress" Reservation of the Sacrament under conditions which lead
to its adoration," is in accordance with the unanimous finding of the
Royal Commission, 1904--6. The present Archbishop of Canterbury
was one of those who recommended that "these practices should
receive no toleration; and that if episcopal directions for their prevention or repression are not complied with, the bishops should take or
permit coercive disciplinary action in the Church Courts for that
purpose" (sec. 398). Dr. Barnes in this matter is simply doing his
duty as Bishop of the Church of England.
Signed F. PERROTT, Ohairman.
J. W. D. BARRON, Secretary.
13 and 24, Buckingham Street, St.-and, W.O.2.
January 18th, 1926.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
SERVICES are held at our Hornsey Rise Home on Sunday afternoons
and Tuesday evenings, and at our Camberwell Home on Sunday
afternoons and Wednesday evenings, and at each Home there are
prayer meetings on Saturday evenings. Visitors will be heartily
welcomed to these services.
The Annual Sales of Work will be held at Camberwell on June 10th,
and at Hornsey Rise on July 2nd. Gifts of useful work for these Sales
will be thankfully received by the Lady Visitors.
Services on behalf of the Society have been arranged as follows:
March 4th, at Richmond (Bethlehem Chapel); March 14th, at North
Finchley; March 16th, at Grove Chapel, Camberwell; March 17th,
at Norbiton; March 24th, at Prittlewell; and on April 2nd (Good
Friday), Service in the afternoon and meeting in the evening at
Ebenezer Chapel, Richmond Street, Brighton.
The financial year closes on March 31st, and if friends will kindly
bear this in mind it will greatly assist in the completion of the year's
accounts.
" A VICAR, on ascending his pulpit one Sunday morning, found a
piece of paper on which was written, ' Sir, we would see J esns !' The
Spirit sent the appeal right home, and, putting away his manuscript,
he preached Jesus with Holy Ghost power. On entering his pulpit
in the evening, he found another slip of paper-' 'Then were the
disciples glad when they saw thc Lord.' "

