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" Who comforteth us in ail our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTRT-L'i. i. 4.

THE FAMILY PHYSICIAN.
" They that are whole need not a physician,. but they that are sick."--

LUKE v. 3I.
IT is often customary for a family to have a physician to whom
the members can go for advice and assistance in times of illness.
Occasionally the physician through long years of regular contact
with a family, becomes a friend as well as a physician, and he is
k-nown as the family physician. The LORD JESUS CHRIST is the
Friend of all the members of GOD'S family. He is also their
Physician and may rightly be called" the Family Physician."
The word "physician" is found several times both in the Old
and the New Testaments. We first find the word in the book of
Genesis, where we read of the physicians embalming the body of
J acob when he died (1. 2). The next occurrence of the word is in
connection with Asa, King of Judah, who in an illness" sought
not to the LORD, but to the physicians" (2 Chron. xvi. 12). It
is thought that these may have been Egyptian physicians, "who
pretended to expel diseases by charms, incantations and mystic
arts." If so, Asa would be trusting to heathen men who pretended
to possess miraculous power to charm away disease, rather than
trusting to the LORD GOD of Israel. If, however, they were Jewish
physicians the sin of Asa lay not in seeking their aid, but in failing
to look for GOD'S blessing on their efforts for his recovery. We
next read of physicians in the book of Job, where Job says to his
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friends, "Ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value"
(xiii. 4). The last instance of the word" physician" in the Old
Testament is found in Jeremiah. The prophet longs for a physician
to heal the diseases of his people. He says, "Is there no balm in
Gilead; is there no physieian there .; Why, then, is not the health
of the daughter of my people recovered ~ " (viii. 22).
Coming to the New Testament we read of the woman who
"suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all
that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse"
(Mark v. 26). When, however, she came to CHRIST, the great
Phy .cian of the family of faith, she was immediately healed.
We read of Luke, the writer of the Gospel which bears his name,
and of the Acts of the Apostles, that he was" the beloved physician"
(Col. iv. 14).
Our LORD uses the word twice (Luke iv. 23, and v. 31), and His
use of the word suggests the thought that He is the great Physician
of the members of the LORD'S family.
The LoRD JESUS had bidden Levi or Matthew to follow Him,
and Levi "left all, rose up, and followed Him." Then he made
CHRIST a great feast in his house, and" there was a great company
of publicans and others that sat down with them." This aroused
the murmurings of the Pharisees, who said to the disciples, "Why
do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners ~" The answer of
JESUS was, "They that are whole need not a physician; but they
that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance." Publicans and sinners are the very kind of people
for whom JESUS came. Sinners are affiicted with the disease of
sin. For such the LORD JESUS in grace came. To such He acts
the part of a Physician. His enemies scornfully spoke of Him as
" a Friend of publicans and sinners." We glory in the title. Where
should we be if He were not a Friend of sinners ~ Pharisees and
scribes murmured and said, " This Man receiveth sinners and eateth
with them" (Luke xv. 2).
We thank GOD that the LORD JESUS does receive sinners. That
is just what we are, poor, wretched, helpless, hell-deserving sinners.
Yet, He receiveth such. Though our sins are more in number than
the hairs of our heads He graciously receiveth us. 0 the mercy
of this! What encouragement this is to the sin-convicted
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members of the LORD'S family. Re receiveth sinners. He extends
a warm welcome to sinners. Moreover, He goes on receiving them.
We shall need to come to Him as sinners all through our earthly
experience, and He never rejects or casts out His sin-burdened
people who come to Him. What is more, He is their Physician,
and His healing power is continually exercised to cure them of their
spiritual maladies. Let us consider Him as the family Physician.
1. First, He is a spiritual Physician.
That is to say, He exercises His healing power in regard to the
disease of the soul-the disease of sin. We know that He, by
miraculous power, healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, speech
to the dumb, cleansing to the leper, and even life to the dead.
These displays of His healing and life-giving power bore witness
that the FATHER had sent Him, and that Re was therefore the
true MESSIAH. Moreover, He still blesses the means which are
rightly resorted to when our bodies are affiicted, and thus to Rim
belongs the ultimate glory when health is restored. But His chief
work as a Physician is to heal His people of the spiritual malady
of sin.
This disease is hereditary. We are all born in sin. We inherit
this disease from our parents. David expresses what is true of all
of us when he said, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me" (Ps. li. 5). We are all born in a
state of condemnation, inasmuch as the first sin is imputed to us.
When Adam fell we fell in him. Death passed upon all men, for
that all sinned in Adam. By nature we are the chi1dren of wrath,
even as others. We are the objects of Divine wrath, because we
are born with a sinful nature inherited from our parents.
This disease is universal. "All have sinned, and come short of
the glory of GoD." "There is none righteous, no, not one"
(Rom. iii. 10, 23). Wherever we go we find men are affiicted with
this spiritual disease.
This disease is fatal. There is no human cure for it. "The
wages of sin is death" (Rom. vi. 23). Death spiritual is already
the portion of all the children of Adam. Death tempoTal or bodily
is appointed unto them, and death eternal will also be their portion,
as a result of the terrible disease of sin, unless the fami1y Physician
appears on the scene and displays His healing power. It is this
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spiritual disease of sin which the LORD JESUS in grace deals with.
He alone can deal with it. "Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12).
2. Secondly, He is a necessary Physicia,n.
All the predestined members of GOD'S family need Him as their
Physician, for not one of them is whole, not one of them is in a state
of spiritual health, all of them are sick with sin. "They that are
whole need not a physician," but where are such to be found?
The self-righteous ones may imagine themselves to be free from the
terrible disease of sin, but they are labouring under a delusion.
There are none who are free from this spiritual malady. All are
plagued with it. Hence they all need a Physician. They need a
Physician Who will first of all tell them the truth about themselves,
and Who will also by His supernatural power, secretly working in
their hearts, convince them that they are indeed sick, suffering from
an hereditary, humanly-incurable, and terribly fatal disease. They
need a Physician also Who is capable of administering an infallible
remedy which will effectually cure this disease.
There are some small bodily complaints which we can treat
ourselves, and for which a physician is not needed. Not so the
disease of sin. If this is to be cured, no hurrianly-devised remedies
will effect a cure. Many try to cure themselves. The idea that
man can be his own saviour and practice as his own physician is
ingrained in human nature. Hence the doctrine so commonly held
that by turning over a new leaf, avoiding the more flagrant sins,
attending public worship, occasionally reading the Bible, and
saying prayers, a sinner can be saved. This is justification by
works-a doctrine wholly opposed to the great truth that salvation
is all of grace to the entire exclusion of human merit. Even
Christian people are inclined to base their assurance of acceptance
on their holy walk, rather than entirely on the blood and righteousness of CHRIST. Hence when they are measurably enabled to walk
holily they are assured of their salvation, but when the corruptions
of the flesh assert themselves and they are made freshly conscious
of the desperate wickedness of their hearts, they lose their assurance.
The ground of our assurance is always CHRIST'S merits, not our
<lwn. \Ve are cleansed from sin by CHRIST'S blood, and we are
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justified through the imputation of His righteousness: GoD has
said, "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more"
(Heb. viii. 12). This will always be true, however inconsistent our
walk and conversation may at times be. The pardon of sin is not
gained by our merit, nor lost by our demerit.
So "It is GOD that justifieth" His people. They are imputed
righteous on account of the righteousness of CHRIST. By His
obedience they are constituted righteous. No fluctuatioDs in the
character of our walk can alter this. No one can efiectually lay
anything to our charge, if GOD has justified us, and no one can
condemn us, seeing that CHRIST was condemned for us: Thus,
while any failure in our walk should make us ashamed, and lead
us to humble ourselves before GoD, no failure on our part can rob
us of the blessings of our redemption. No flesh can glory in His
presence, seeing that our salvation, our justification, our pardon;
and our final glorification are wholly due to that sovereign, free,
and unmerited grace which is manifested through CHRIST to all the
elect people of GOD. Affiicted as we are with an hereditary and
fatal disease, we need a Physician, and the only Physician suited
to our case is CHRIST.
"Physician of my sin-sick soul,
To Thee I bring my case;
My raging malady control,
And heal me by Thy grace.
"Pity the anguish I endure,
See how I mourn and pine;
For never can I hope a cure
From any hand but Thine."
(John Newton.)

3. Thirdly, He is a practising Physician.
Some physicians retire after some years of practice, and are no
longer available, often to the great regret of many of their patients.
CHRIST will never retire till He has healed and saved all whom the
FATHER has given Him. In due time He gives to them all eternal
life. We can say to this great Physician:
"Dear dying LAMB! Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of
Be saved, to sin no more."

GOD
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This Physician is always in His consulting rooms, and He is
always near at hand to attend to all the cases which are brought to
His notice. Sin-sick souls can go to Him at any hour of the day
or night. Ordinary physicians need sleep, but this Physician
neither slumbers nor sleeps. Ordinary physicians are often thoughtlessly wakened up by patients, and their needed rest interfered
with. This Physician fainteth not nor is weary. The number of
His patients may be ever so great, but He is always able to see
them, and He is able to see them all at once. They can never
come at the wrong time, because they never come till He Himself
brings them (John x. 16). He has been practising as a Physician
now for thousands of years. He attended Abel, Enoch and Noah.
He dealt with the cases of Abraham, Isaac and J acob. Women
like Sarah and Rahab also experienced His healing power. J oseph,
Moses, Gideon, Samson, David and Samuel were on His books, and
can bear testimony to His medical powers. All the prophets and
saints of the Old Testament repaired to Him as the Physician of
their souls. "To Him give all the prophets witness, that through
His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of
sins" (Acts JI.. 43).
He cured the man who was sick of the palsy. He said, "Thy
sins be forgiven thee." He cured the woman who was a sinner.
He cured Saul of Tarsus, Sergius Paulus, the Philippian jailor,
Lydia and the Ethiopian eunuch. Millions in the past, and millions
in the present, are able to bear testimony to His healing and saving
power. The multitudes that went before and the multitudes that
followed after all cry out, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His Own blood, to Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever." They ascribe all the glory of their cure to the
LAMB. It was His blood which cleansed them from their sins.
He is still practising, dear readers. Let us repair to Him and say,
" Heal us, EMMANUEL! here we are,
Waiting to feel Thy touch:
Deep-wounded souls to Thee repair,
And, SAVIOUR, we are such.
" Our faith is feeble, we confess,
We faintly trust Thy word;
But wilt Thou pity us the less 1
Be that far from Thee, LORD!

"

(Cowper.)
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4. Fourthly, He is an almighty Physician.
No case is too difficult for Him. He is fully qualified to deal
with the disease of sin in an its forms. He has had a long experience, extending for thousands of years. He never makes any
mistakes. He never diagnoses a case wrongly and never prescribes
the wrong remedy. In fact He has one remedy which cures every
person who comes to Him. That remedy is His Own atoning,
substitutionary death. Those who come to Him are able to say,
" He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed" (Isa. liii. 5). His stripes, His substitutionary death, His blood, heals all who trust in Him. The
FATHER sent Him" to heal the brokenhearted," and the broken and
contrite in heart are the special objects of His pity, and they alone
experience His healing power. He is "nigh unto them that are
of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."
" He healeth the broken i.n. heart and bindeth up their wounds"
(Ps. xxxiv. 18; cxlvii. 3).
5. Lastly, He is a gracious Physiman.
He is full of grace and the very embodiment of love. Kindness
and compassion are His characteristics. Some ordinary physicians
are rough and brusque in their manner. Timid, nervous and
sensitive people are afraid to approach them. The great Physician
is "full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous
in mercy and truth" (Psalm lxxxvi. 15). He is never cross with
His patients and never loses His temper with them. " This Man
receiveth sinners." He welcomes them. He says, "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
0, if you feel burdened with your sins, repair to Him. He alone
can rid you of your burden and heal your malady. Do you say
His fees will be too heavy for you to pay 1 What is His reply 1
It is, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money,. come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk without mooey and without prir,e."
Here is a Physician Who is exactly suited to your circumstances.
You have" no money." Well, He heals" without money and
without price."
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" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
JESUS ready stands to save you
Full of pity joined with power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more.
"Come, ye needy, come and welcome,
GOD'S free bounty glorify;
.
True belief, and true repentance,
Every grace that brings us nigh,
Without money,
Come to JESUS CHRIST, and buy."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

DIVINE PROMISES AND WHAT TO DO WITH THEM.
" LET us know the promises: should we not carry them at our fingerends ~ The promises should be the classics of believers. If you have
not read the last new book, and have not heard the last act of the
Government, yet know right well what God the Lord hath said,
and look to see His Word made good. We ought to be so versed in
Scripture as always to have at the tip of our tongue the promise which
most exactly meets our case. We ought to be transcripts of Scripture:
the Divine promise should be as much written on our hearts as upon
the pages of the book. It ill a sad pity that any child of God should
be unaware of t·he existence of the royal promise which would enrich
him. It is pitiful for anyone of us to he like the poor man who had a
fortune left him, of which he knew nothing, and therefore he went on
sweeping a crossmg, and begging for pence. What is the use of having
an anchor at home, when your shIp is in a storm at sea ~ What avails
a promise which you cannot remember so as to plead it in prayer?
Whatever else you do not know, do endeavour to be familiar with those
words of the Lord which are more needful to our souls than bread to
our bodies."-C. H Spurgeon.
IN his Preface to A Devotional Commentary on the Seventeenth Chapter
of St. John the late Bishop Handley Moule expresses" the firm conviction that' He Who spared not His Son' has not forgotten to give us
, with Him,' the vital boon of an authentic record of what He was, and
did, and said; that not in vain has His Church rested from earliest
days on the sacred verity and veracity of the Fourfold Record; and
that in the words of Jesus so presented to us we have, for the repose
of faith and the strength of hope, the precious possession of reports
authorized by the Speaker."
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REJOICE, PRAY, GIVE TIHNKS.
" Rejoice evermore,. pray without ceasing ,. in everything give thanks :
for :his is the w~ll of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."1 THESSALONJANS v. 16-18.

WE have here a triplet of exhortations. The people of God at
Thessalonica were exhorted by the apostle to rejoice evermore, to
pray without ceasing and to give thanks in everything. We have
given the punctuation of the revised version which indicates that
it is the will of God in Christ, not only that His people should give
thanks, but that constant rejoicing and unceasing prayer should
cha.racterize them. It is pleasing to God to see His children
rejoicing, praying and giving thanks. There is a remarkable passage
in Deuteronomy, on the sin of not serving God with joyfulness and
gladness, which we would do well to note. Moses said to God's
people Israel, "Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with
joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all
things; therefore shalt thou serve thine eneInies which the Lord shaH
send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and
in want of all things: and He shall put a yoke of iron upon they
neck, until He have destroyed thee" (Deut. xxviii. 47, 48).
A failure to serve the Lord with gladness for the abundance of
His mercies implies that we fail to delight in Him, and that we are
discontented with our lot, and are setting our affections on other
objects. Such failure is sure to bring Divine chastisement. Now
let us notice in their order the three exhortations which the apostle
gives to the Thessalonian saints.
1. First, the apostle bids them to re/oice evermore.
They had reason to rejoice because of their mercies. What great
spiritual mercies had the Lord bestowed upon them. Like millions
more, they had been sunk in the darkness of idolatry, but the Lord
in mercy and grace had sent Paul to preach the Gospel unto them.
Thessalonica, as well as Philippi, was in Macedonia, and when a
vision appeared to Paul at Troas of a man of Macedonia saying,
" Come over into Macedonia, and help us," the Lord had in mind
His people in Thessalonica as well as those in Philippi and Berea.
Paul was therefore manifestly called of the Lord to preach the
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Gospel in Thessalonica, and when he did so it came to his hearers
not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost. The result
was they "tUIned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God; and to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from
the dead, even Jesus, Which delivered them from the wrath to
come." (See Acts A'Vi. 9, 10; 1 Thess. i. 5, 6, 9, 10.)
All this was a work of grace. It was God Himself Who had
saved them. He had effectually called them to His kingdom and
glory (see chapter ii. 12). They were His elect people, and the
wonderful change which the Lord had wrought in them enabled
Paul to say that he knew their" election of God" (chapter i. 4).
What reason had they, therefore, to rejoice evermore. The
apostle gave thanks to God always for them, because he realized
that it was due to His infinite grace that they were serving the
living and true God, and looking forward to the coming of His Son,
Who had delivered them by His redeeming work from the wrath
to come. The salvation of God's people through Divine grace is
a continual--nay, an everlasting reason why they should rejoice
evermore. This does not mean that they would be without sorrow,
but that they would never cease to have reason for rejoicing.
Sorrow and joy may go together. The apostle says, " As sorrowful,
yet alway rejoicing" (2 Cor. vi. 10). The danger we are in is to
allow OUI sorrows wholly to crowd out OUI joys. There is no time
in OUI experience when we have not reason to rejoice. "There is
always reason," says Dr. Gill, " and ever a firm ground and foundation for rejoicing with believers, let their circumstances or their
frames be what they will; since God, their Covenant God, is
unchangeable, and His love to them is from everlasting to everlasting invariably the same; the Covenant of grace, which is
ordered in all things, and sure, is firm and immovable; and Jesus,
the Mediator of it, is the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever."
Then, added to OUI spiritual mercies, may be mentioned the
constant and innumerable temporal mercies which the Lord bestows
upon us. With Christ He freely gives us all things. It is true
that some have much more of these things than others, but the
Lord is mindful of all His people, poor as well as rich, and all therefore have reason to rejoice evermore.
We need to rejoice in spite of 01'1 manifold trials. The Thessa-
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Ionian believers had to suffer for their fa:th much more than many
of us suffer now. "Ye also have suffered like things of your own
countrymen, even as they [the Churches in Judrea] have of the
Jews." The apostle, however, reminded them that they were
" appointed thereunto." "For verily, when we were with you, we
told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came
to pass, and ye l."D.OW" (1 Thess. ii. 14; iii. 3, 4). Yet in spite of
these trials the apostle says, " Rejoice evermore."
We have reason to rejoice because of our glorious future. "God
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep,
we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). Wherefore,
though our trials be many and we are prone to deSpair, and though
at times we may be £lled with fears, let us seek to rejoice in the
Lord. " Let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God:
yea, let them exceedingly rejoice" (Ps. lxviii. 3).
" A bleeding Saviour seen by fai-th,
A sense of pardoning love,
A hope that triumphs over death,
Give joys like those above.
"To take a glimpse within the veil,
To know that God is mine,
Are springs of joy that never failUnspeakable, Divine!
"These are the joys which satisfy
And sanctify the mind;
Which make the spirit mount on high,
And leave the world behind."
(John Newton.)

Let not the reader imagine that we ourselves do not experience
seasons of depression. We know what it is to be oppressed with
morbid fears, but such fears proceed from unbelief and ought not
to be cherished. "I will trust and not be afraid" should be the
language of our hearts. " Yet," in spite of trials, says the prophet
Habakkuk, " I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my
salvation" (iii. 18).
2. Secondly, the apostle bids them to pray without ceasing.
As they were to rejoice always, so they were to pray always-.
There is a close connection between the two. If we pray much we
shall obtain grace to rejoice much, and the blessings given in
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answer to our prayers will give us daily cause to raise new Ebenezers
to His praise.
We need to give ourselves to prayer morning, noon and night,
and often between. Believing men" ought always to pray and
not to faint." We need to pray in our homes, pray at our work,
pray in our walks, pray in our journeys. We need to pray when
alone and pray in the crowd. We need to pray in the family and
pray when we gather in Christ's name. We need to pray when
about to undertake some work, pray as we proceed with it, and
pray when we complete it. Like the apostles we should "give
ourselves continually to prayer." We are always poor and needy,
and therefore we need to pray always.
We need mercy every day. We need grace to help every day.
We need guidance and wisdom and strength every day. We need
these blessings continually; therefore we need to pray continually.
Hear what the inspired apostle says in another epistle. ( Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints"
(Eph. vi. 18).
We need to pray for faithful ministers. "Brethren' says the
apo:;;tle, "pray for us." We need to pray that the Lord may
honour the preaching of His Own Word. "Brethren, pray for us,
that the Word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified"
(2 Thess. iii. 1).
The reasons for praying always are many and numerous, and we
need to follow the example of the Psalmist who said, "Evening,
and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and He
shall hear my voice" (Ps. Iv. 17).
3. Thirdly, the apostle bids them to give thanks in eveT'lJthing.
The more we pray the more we shall have reason to give thanks.
It was because the Psalmist had given himself to prayer that he
was constrained to give himself to praise. Prayer is really effectual.
" Everyone that asketh receiveth," and when we receive, how can
we do otherwise than give thanks 1 The Psalmist says, "I sought
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my fears .
. . . This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him
out of all his troubles." The result was his heart was tilled with
gratitude, and he said, "I will bless the Lord at all times: His

105

The Gospel Magazine

praise shall continually be in my mouth. . . 0 magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together" (Ps. xxxiv. 1-6).
The apostle says, "In everything give thanks." There is no
time, then, when thanksgiving is inappropriate. The people of
God are always the objects of His love. All things work together
for their good, and therefore, in regard to all tlUngs, there is reason
to give thanks. Thanksgiving is pleasing to God. He loves to
hear His children giving thanks to His name. The Psalmist said,
" I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him
with thanksgiving." Then he added, "TlUs also shall please the
Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath horns or hoofs"
(Ps. lxix. 30, 31). The gratitude of a thankful heart is far more
pleasing to Him than any sacrifice of slain beasts.
What abundant reason we have to give Him unceasing thanks
for redemption mercies. We can never thank Him enough for His
electing, redeeming, regenerating, upholding and glorifying mercies.
Moreover, we have continued reason to thank Him for our
" creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life." No man
was tried so much as the Apostle Paul, yet while still a prisoner in
Rome he wrote, "Giving thanks always for all things unto God
and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. vi. 20).
Notice how the apostle connects rejoicing, prayer and thanksgiving in the Epistle to the Philippians. He says, "Rejoice in the
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. . . . Be careful for nothing;
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God" (PhiI. iv. 4, 6). Having
thus enjoined the saints in Thessalonica to rejoice, pray and give
thanks, the apostle said, "For this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you." That is, it is God's will, revealed in connection with Christ, that His people should be a rejoicing, praying
and thanksgiving people. It is pleasing and acceptable to Him
that constant rejoicing, prayer and thanksgiving should characterize
His children. Be it ours, then, dear Christian readers, by His
enabling grace to be amongst those who" rejoice evermore, pray
without ceasing," and who" in everything give thanks."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Awake, 0 north wind,. and come thou south,. blow upon my garden,
that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his
garden, and eat his pleasantfruits."--SONG iv. 16.
WE are ealled upon to picture a garden scene, and in this one before
us, a particular one, a sacred plot of possession and that Divine. The
word says, " my garden," and that at once denotes it as holy gronnd
and something peculiarly precious to the One Who is speaking. You
well know Who is the Speaker, and who are denoted by His garden,
my dear readers! The spiritual mind goes to that gracious declaration
as setting forth His care over it. "A garden enclosed is my sister,
my spouse"; "a watered garden," watched over" night and day."
And you have often sung and rejoiced in the wordsc, We are a garden wall'd around
Chosen and made peculiar ground;
A little spot enclos'd by grace,
Out of the world's wide wilderness."
Watt,.
A liule spot enclosed by grace, out of the world's allurements, that
sacred spot is given ov~r to none other to watch and care for, than
to Him Who formed it for Himself. He sees to it that every undergardener, every sent minister of the Gospel who has the Divine Commission, and only they, shall tend His plants, and by the influence of
the Holy Spirit they are nourished, watched over and preserved against
pest and enemy, intruder and stranger. It is by the preaching of the
everlasting Gospel that their graces grow and their strength is renewed,
and the Author and Finisher of faith glorified. A garden enclosed! or
a closed garden. The seasons come and go, and with them their
several necessary influences. Look upon your natural garden in
winter and you see nothing to remind you of the loveliness which in
floral beauty and rich colour delighted your eyes all the summer! .All
now is stillness and apparent death, and the hard clods of earth lie
perhaps under frost, snow and ice, or with the bitter cutting winds playing over them. Your feelings, perhaps, are very much the same as all
you see before you. And you are mourning an absent Lord, and weeping as you find Him not, and thinking of those happier days of "blessedness when first you saw the Lord," when you rejoiced in the sunshine
of His smile and presence in those days of joy and" first love." But
wait until the early Spring, beloved 1 See the moving and marvellous
and delightful results of the first lovely day of sunshine; the coming
of the south wind with all its warmth and moisture and reviving
influences! And you exclaim upon this and that little germ of life
upspringing, and find nearly a leaf here and a blade or even a tiny
bud there; aud expansion and growth go on day by day to your
delight, whilst your heart sings, "The winter is over and past ll.nd
the time of the singing of birds is come."
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Now our text calls upon the north wind to awake. It is a solemn
call and it warms the soul, yea the heart at once shrinks at the thought
of what its awakening may mean of trial and temptation, affliction
and sorrow. As we consider that it is Christ Who is saying, " Awake,
o north wind," I have thought that the very expression bespeaks
something of yearning over the beloved of His heart and a reluctance
as it were to call upon the north wind with its cutting, biting, blasting
influences. Yet, He sees it to be so necessary, yea so sadly necessary!
The Church was often sleeping. She often grew languid and indifferent
and self-ease pos~essed her, and even when the Beloved of her soul
appeared she would excuse herself. "I sleep, but my heart waketh,"
" I have put off my coat, how shall I put it on ?" Oh, beloved, at what
a pass can the soul be brought into by slothful ease and lack of watchfulness! But in mercy, " Awake, 0 north wind," says the heavenly
Husbandman. The spices are there! The fruits of the valley are
there! The sweet graces of the Spirit are there, but it needs the
breath of heaven to draw them out and diffuse their fragrance and
potency. And wind is an emblem of the Holy Spirit. That Spirit
breathes and" the wind bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh nor whither it goeth,
so is everyone that is born of the Spirit."
And we are enjoined and encouraged to seek for ourselves and for
others that living Breath of the Holy Spirit. In our blessed Lord's
own prayer He tells His disciples, "I will pray the Father and He shall
give you a.nother Comforter." Another Comforter! and is that not soul
reviving and comforting as we think of what the first work of the
Holy Spirit was to be when sent! "And when He is come He will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness and of judgment."
Reprove, convict, convince! The cutting, biting north wind of
adversity, of stripping the soul bare, which is learning the exceeding
sinfulness of sin and the hopeless condition connected with it. But
then, "afterwa.rd" comes the sunshine, the "peaceable fruits," the
south wind with its revivings and hope, leadings and wooings, and 10 !
the Comforter is now revealed, even the Spirit of Truth, leading to a
new and a better way; even to Jesus' blood and righteousness in
which the sin-sick soul is wrapped, and learns to bless the" loving
correction," as the word gentleness in Ps. xviii. 35, may be rendered,
"Thy gentleness, loving correction (Coverdale's translation) hath
made me great."
Thus with the skilfulness of His own hands does the heavenly
Gardener see to the binding up after the bruising, and the making alive
after killing, and the quieting of my spirit in the north country.
That prayer in Ezekiel's vision, " Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God, Come from
the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live," when in vision was seen of those once dry bones, an exceeding
great army, was surely fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost, when there
suddenly came that" sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,
8
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and it filled all the house . . . and they were all filled with the Holv
Ghost, and began to speak with ot.her tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance," and the soul, knocked off from every creature prop is driven
to cry and to find it true, " Give me Christ or else I die." And none
ever perished with that cry on his lips and from his heart.
The coming of a south wind thus follows the awakening of the north
wind, and the soul made weary of sin and sick of self is drawn to Him
Who alone can do helpless sinners good. As Hart truly puts it,
"Law and terrors do but harden
All the while they work alone,
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone."

Come tMU south. It seems as a more gentle call which is to follow
up all that was so necessary in the awakening of the north wind. And
why 1 The words which follow give the explanation. "Blow upon
my garden t.hat t,he spices thereof may flow out." The blowing of
that wind will discover the sweet spices that are there and that only
need the breath of heaven to call them forth. It is that wind, even
the Breath of the Spirit, which a God-sent ambassador needs in the
pulpit and his hearers in the pew if the message is to be more than a
flow of words.
And, beloved reader, you can never dissociate those" sweet spices"
spoken of here in our text, apart from your Jesus! It is "His ame
which is as ointment poured forth": it is that One and Only Name
which is so" sweet in a believer's ear." It is that Name which soothes
your bitterest sorrow; heals your deepest wound, and drives away
your every fear. Sweet spices indeed in Christ the Beloved of your
soul, and you well know that they are all in Him.
" The mountain of myrrh and the hill of frankincense" in the Song
has surely an inner reference to Calvary's summit whence all the
sweet spices of infinite, Divine, incomparable love were" bruised" to
shed their sweet and eternally-lasting fragrance, and reach unto the
last redeemed sinner to be gathered in, and" saved to sin no more,'
" with all the ransomed Church of God." Oh, that wali! a fragrant
hill indeed! Myrrh mingled with frankincense! And His Father
well pleased for Righteousness sake! And the sweet spices that
accompanied and followed every word and act of that holy blameless
life must needs be found at His burial. "There came also Nicodemus,
which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight," so that the precious
Redeemer was given a royal burial. Only kings were embalmed with
such costly spices! And Jesus was, although despised and rejected,
"King of kings and Lord of lords." He must needs have a royal
burial. "He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in
His death."
We may not close these all too poor remarks on our high and holy
subject without referring to that little but very important pronoun,
« my," although we have inferred it all through.
The" every plant"
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in that "enclosed" possession is under that Divine and emphatic
designation. It tells of purchase and possession, as we said at the
beginning of this paper. As dear Joseph Irons wrote,
" Her all was lost, save that relationship
Which God's own reRister preserv'd seoure;
Nor was a line or letter alter'd there;
But on the sacred compact of His love
The Husband kept His Eye-The Father viewed
His bond-The Spirit witness'd to His troth,
And Jesus smiled assent, with Lo I I come."
And thus most gloriously the ruin of the Fall was overtaken by the
Redemption of the Cross, and Jesus by His own blood possesses His
own Love-Purchase. And so precious are they, at such a cost have
they been redeemed, that they are watched over every moment,
watered, tended, cared for, and preserved, and not the least, the most
insignificant, shall be missing. From the cedar and the pine to the
boxtree and the myrtle tree, all the trees planted in the wildernel:ls (Isa.
xli. 19, 20), being plants of His own right hand planting, are preserved
Divinely and eternally. They are each in their own place by Divine
Wisdom, appointment, approval and care, and as the immortal Toplady
sung,
"By grace a free partaker made
Of His immorbal root;
I know my branch shall never fade.
Nor cease from yielding fruit."
Now, think for a moment, beloved reader, that the I~ord of His
garden goes often there to look for the return of His toil, " to see the
fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished and the
pomegranate budded," and to "eat His pleasant fruits." Fruit,
more fruit, much fruit, said Jesus, as He exhorted His disciples to abide
in Him the Living Vine. "He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit, for without Me ye can do nothing."
There is the secret of life-sap and fruitbearing. Little children, seek
grace therefore, and increasing grace, so to abide and so to walk-in
order that" He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied."
And, finally-" I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse;
I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk; eat, 0
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." This is the true
language of the heavenly Bridegroom every time He visits His " garden" and every individual plant of His own right hand planting
therein.
Jesus! our adorable Saviour and .substitute drank the bitter cup
of Jehovah's wrath against sin to the very dregs for you and for me,
beloved reader, that by redeeming grace we should receive His gracious,
loving, all-forgiving bounty, and drink of the cup of the New
Testament to the eternal praise of Him "Who washed us in His
own blood, and made us kings and priests unto God" !
R.

110

The Gospel Magazine

Sermons; anb Notes; of Sermons;.
UPON IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. ROMAINE,
AT ST. DUNSTAN'S IN THE WEST, LONDON, IN THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

M.A.,

" He hath made Him to be sin faT us, Who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him."-2 CORINTillANS v. 21.
(Concluded from page 73.)
Here, my Christian brethren, let us stop and adore the free love and
rich mercy of our Divine Redeemer. He, the most high God, blessed
for ever, condescended to be made man for us, and for our salvation.
Oh, wonderful condescension, that there should be any mercy for such
enemies and rebels as we have been! And how did He magnify His
compassion, that when He might in justice have destroyed us, yet He
humbled Himself and stooped down to save us! But how great was His
humiliation in vouchsafing to take on Him the form of a servant, and
to live in poverty and contempt! Considering Who it was that
became a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, we see the greatest
wonder of all, the depth of His humiliation; He that was the lowest
upon earth was the highest in heaven: He came down to be made sin
for us, to have our sins imputed to Him, and to answer for them to
law and justice. Accordingly they were laid upon Him, and He bare
them in His own body on the cross and thereby saved us from our sins.
Blessed, for ever blessed, be the name of our dear Redeemer: glory,
and honour, and thanks never ceasing, be to Him Who took all our
sufferings upon Himself, because He could bear that which we could not,
and because He could satisfy for that in a short time, which we could
not in eternity; and Who, having thus delivered us from sin and
suffering, has righteousness to impute unto us, in which we may stand
blameless at the bar of justice. Oh, let us praise Him with our lips
and lives, Who was made sin for us, that He might be made righteousness to us I-which is the third point I was to consider.
He was a spotless Lamb and therefore capable of being made sin
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
Righteousness is a perfect conformity to the law and will of God, and
without this no man shall see the Lord, " for the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor vi. 9); and we are all unrighteous
because we have all sinned, and robbed God of His glory. The question
then is, In what way, or by what means, can we attain righteousness ~
Can we attain it by works of the law 1 No; it is impossible because,
if it was attainable by our own works, then we should be inherently
righteous and should have such a righteousness as the law demands;
but the law demands perfect, unsinning obedience which we have not
paid it; and, upon our failing to pay it, the law pronounces us guilty,
passes sentence, and leaves us, as to anything we can do, for ever under
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the curse, it being the irreversible decree of the almighty Lawgiver
that, since all flesh has sinned and broken the law, therefore by the
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
But if sinners cannot be justified by any inherent righteousness,
what righteousness have they to plead at the bar of justice 1 They
have a righteousness absolutely perfect and complete, called in Scripture the righteousness of God, because the Lord our righteousness
contrived and wrought it out. He came into the world and took
flesh, in order to fulfil all righteousness; by His obedience and sufferings He satisfied all the demands of law and justice, paid that immense
debt which none of us could pay, and hereby He was made of God unto
us righteousness: God the Father constituted and ordained Him to be
the perfect righteousness of believers. In Him is their righteousness"Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord" (Iaa.. liv. 17); for
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.
If you ask how the righteousness of another can be made yours, it
must be in the same way that Christ was made sin. He had no sin of
His own, and yet He was made sin by imputation; and believers have
no righteousness of their own, and yet are made righteous by imputation. Christ had no inherent sin of His own, nor have they any
inherent righteousness; but He was made sin by having their sins
imputed to Him, and they are made righteous by having His righteousness imputed to them. The manner of God's proceeding is the same
in both cases. When the Psalmist says, " Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord imputeth not iniquity," how is this to be understood 1 Has
he no iniquity in him ~ Yes, he has original and inherent sin; and if
he says he has no sin he deceives himself; but he is a blessed man
because the Lord does not impute sin to him, nor charge him with it.
So when David describeth the blessedness of the man to whom God
imputeth righteousness, has the man this righteousness in himself, and
is he inherently righteous 1 No; but, by an act of grace, God accounts
him righteous and imputes righteousness unto him, and therefore he
is blessed. And thus God imputes righteousness to them who believe,
not for a righteousness which is in them, but for a righteousness which
He imputes to them. k> their iniquities were laid upon Christ, and
satisfaction for tht:m required of Him, as a debt is of the bondsman,
although he had none of the money, so is the righteousness of Christ
laid upon them. In like manner as their sins were made His, so is
His righteousness made theirs: He sin for them, not .inherently, but
by imputation; and they righteousness through Him, not inherently,
but by imputation.
This is the righteousness in which alone a sinner can stand acquitted
at the bar of God. There he must make mention of this righteousness,
even of this only, for none but this can answer the demands of the
law and expiate the curse of it; and this righteousness can be made
his by no other way than by God's imputing it to him; which, as it is
the great truth held forth in my text, I will endeavour more fully to
explain and defend by the following reasons.
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And first, the ceremonial law taught this doctrine very clearly.
Whenever a person had sinned he was to bring his sacrifice to the
priest and to lay his hands upon its head, confessing his sins over it,
and then the guilt was transferred to the sacrifice and its blood was
shed instead of his. This is mentioned several times in Leviticus iv. ;
and of the scapegoat we read (Lev. xvi. 21), " Aaron shall lay both
his hands upon the head of the live goat and confess over him all the
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions and all
their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat"; and all the sins
of the children of Israel were passed over to the goat. But were they
put into the goat or were they inherent in him ~ No; this is too
absurd to be supposed, but they were put upon the goat; and this
was a very expressive image of our sins being laid upon Christ, for all
the sacrifices represep.ted Him. As the scapegoat had imputed to
him all the people's iniquities, so had Christ all His people's iniquities
imputed to Him; and as the goat did bear upon him all their iniquities,
so Christ did bear all their sins in His own body upon the tree. What
was prefigured by the type was fulfilled by the reality when Christ
suffered once for sin, the Just for the unjust; for then He was made sin
for us, that we might be made the righteousnese of God in Him: our
righteousness is in Him. This is aSecond argument, that righteousness which is our justification before
Go~ is in Christ. Believers have it not in themselves; they have not
an inherent righteousness, wrought out and attained by their own
works, but their justifying righteousness was wrought out by another
and it is in Him. How, then, can it be made theirs. in any other way
than by imputation ~ Must it not be transferred to them in the same
way that their sins were transferred to Him ~ And how were they
transferred to Him ~ They were imputed, not inherent; they were
laid upon Him, not into Him. So His righteousness is in Him, as their
sins were in them, and it is imputed to them, not inherent; it is not
put into them, but upon them. Their righteousness in Him, and He
is the Lord their righteousness; and consequently that righteousness
for which they are justified cannot be in them, but it is made theirs
when God imputes it to them and they by faith receive it. The manner
of receiving it, which is by faith, is theThird argument I shall bring in support of the apostle's doctrine.
Faith is the only instrument which God is pleased to use in applying
Christ's righteousness. The apostle calls it the righteousness of faith,
because faith alone is employed in the application of this righteousness;
it is never called the righteousness of any other grace, but of faith. We
never read of the righteousness of humility, meekness, or charity;
these are of great price in the sight of God, but they have no office in
justifying a sinner-this belongs solely to faith; for to him that
worketh not, but believeth, is righteousness imputed. It is not by
working but by believing that sinners are justified. When they are
convinced of sin, find no righteousness in themselves, hear the dreadful
sentence of the law against the unrighteous and feel in their guilty
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consciences some of the miseries which they deserve, then they are
stirred up to seek for a righteousness in which they may stand acquitted
before the judgment seat of God. The Scripture discovers to them
such a righteousness in Christ; and when God enables them to rest
and to rely upon it for their justification, they then by faith have peace
with God through Jesus Christ their Lord. Thus the convinced sinner
is forced to seek a righteousness out of himself and to rely upon the
righteousness of another; and how can this be made or accounted his
in any other way than by imputation ~ How can he be made righteous
in Christ but by having Christ's righteousness imputed to him ~
If these arguments be well considered they will, I hope, establish
the doctrine of the text; for they clearly prove that God hath appointed
the Lord Jesus Christ to be the only righteousness of His people. He
was made sin for them, their sins being laid upon Him as the sins of
the children of Israel were laid upon the scapegoat; and He was made
of God unto them righteousness, and their righteousness is in Himnot an inherent but an imputea righteousness, and received by faith,
which submits to be justified by the righteousness of another, and rests
with full trust. and confidence upon it. This is the fundamental doctrine of Christianity and the direct contrary is the fundamental doctrine
of Popery. At the Reformation the Lord raised up faithful witnesses
to bear their testimony against that reigning heresy of the Papists,
which places merit in man's works-yea, such merit as to justify a
sinner before God; yea, still greater merit, for they maintain that a
man can do more than the moral law requires and can perform works
of supererogation, the merit of which may be imputed to another
person; and yet, at the same time, they deny the imputation of
Christ's merits. The first reformers preached boldly against these
blasphemies; and that blessed servant of God, Luther, was bold
indeed. He knew well the dangerous tendency of the doctrine of
merit, and therefore he principally wrote and preached against it, and
God gave him great success. A sinner made righteous by the righteousness of Christ is, as he used to say, the doctrine upon which a Church
stands or falls. Upon it our Church was established and has long stood;
but do we stand upon it now ~ Are we all champions for the Protestant
doctrine, or are we in general departed from it ~ Alas! our enemies
can tell-with triumph they tell-of the increase of the Popish interest
among us. And why does it increase ~ Whence is it that they make
so many converts ~ Is it not because our people are not well established in this Protestant doctrine ~ If it was taught and preached
more, our Churches would not be so empty as they are, nor the masshouses so full. Many of our people know not what it is to be a
Protestant, and therefore they become an easy prey to the Papists, who
are so busy and successful in making converts that they pretend they
have on one Lord's Day more communicants at the mass-house in
Lincoln's-inn-fields than we have on the same day at all the Churches
in London. I fear this may be true; but is it not greatly alarming,
and ought it not to stir up the Protestant clergy to try to put a stop
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to the spreading of Popery ~ But how can they do this more effectually
than by laying the axe to the root and striking at the doctrine of merit,
which is the fundamental error of the Papists? Overthrow t.his, and
Popery cannot stand. A man cannot be a Papist who believes that
his justifying righteousness is in Christ; and whoever does not believe
this is not a Protestant. May the Lord raise us up faithful and able
men (for we are greatly in want of them) to defend His righteousness
against them who have established a meritorious righteousness of their
own, and will not submit to the righteousness of God!
But, besides the Papists, we have other enemies to the doctrine in
the text. The careless sinner treats it with great contempt, for he
does not see its value nor his own want of it, and therefore he lives
easy and secure in the practice of sin. The Scripture has revealed the
wrath of Heaven against all his unrighteousness, but he does not regard
the revelation: the law brings him in guilty and condemns him, but
he gives himself no concern about the threatenings of the law. The
Gospel offers (or proclaims to) him mercy, and its ministers entreat
him to accept of it, but he stops his ears. Neither the grace of the
Gospel, nor the terrors of the law, can prevail upon him. Although
he has no righteousness of any kind, yet he lives as if he was in no
danger. Oh, deluded man! If thou didst but know thy state, thou
wouldst cry earnestly to the Redeemer and seek to be accepted in his
righteousness. May he take pity upon thee and send his good Spirit
to convince thee of sin and to convince thee of righteousness!
The formalist is another enemy to the doctrine in the text. He will
not receive justification by imputed righteousness, but will have his
own righteousness seated on the throne along with Christ. He falls
into this great mistake from his ignorance of the perfect nature of
God's law, which has made no provision for any failing, but from the
very first passes sentence, "Cursed is everyone who continueth not
in all things," etc.; and since all have failed, consequently all are
under the curse, and can never be justified by that law which has
condemned them. And his mistake arises also from his ignorance of
the Gospel. He takes the Gospel to be a proposal of terms and conditions mitigating the rigour of the law, and so he makes Christ only
a milder lawgiver than Moses-requiring not perfect but sincere
obedience of his creatures; whereas Christ came to redeem us from
the curse of the law, by obeying its precepts and by suffering its
penalties; and our righteousness comes to us from Him, as the fulfiller
of the law, and is received by faith without any of our works or
deservings.
If any of you, my brethren, have fallen into this mistake, weigh and
consider attentively what has been before said upon the moral law
and upon the law of faith; and if you are not convinced, can you ask
God to direct you in the right way ~ It you can, He has promised to
give you wisdom; He will teach you the true doctrine and will enable
you to submit to the righteousness of God. But if you are convinced,
are you waiting for the precious gift of faith, or have you received it ~
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If you are waiting for it, remember whose gift it is. The Holy Spirit
alone can work faith in your heart; it requires His power, even that
almighty power which raised up Jesus from the dead. The Scripture
ascribes to Him the office of convincing sinners of Christ's righteousness
and of giving them faith to rest upon it for their justification. Look
up to Him for this blessing; wait in His appointed ways, hoping for it;
and when the Spirit shall be poured upon you from on high, then you
will be justified by faith in Christ's righteousness; and the work of
righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness quietness
and assurance for ever.
Happy are you, my Christian brethren, who have received the
righteousness of faith and know in Whom you have believed. Since
Christ's righteousness is yours, bring forth its proper fruits and show
publicly that there is an inseparable connection between justifying
faith and sanctifying grace. By justifying faith the believer is united
to Christ, and receives life from Him as a graft does from the stock on
which it grows. By virtue of this union Christ liveth in the believer
and enables him to put forth the proper acts of spiritual life, as the
stock upon which the graft grows supplies it with sap and juices to
put forth leaves and blossoms and fruit. This is the certain effect
of the abiding of a branch in the vine-it will bring forth fruit; and
if anyone fancies himself to be a believer, and neither brings forth,
nor is seeking to bring forth, any fruit, he only deceives himself, and
the truth is not in him; for whosoever has Christ for a Saviour will
have the Holy Spirit for a sanctifier, and will bring forth fruit to the
glory of God.
See, then, my Christian brethren, that ye value and prize this
righteousness and give it its proper honour, both with your hearts and
lives. While you are bringing forth its peaceable fruits, you will
continually find the comforts of it. This righteousness is one of the
pieces of Christian armour; it is called a breastplate, because it is
the proper armour for the vital parts. Your life is always safe while
you have your breastplate on; you need not fear the terror by night,
nor the arrow that flieth by day; let thousands fall, you are safe.
You are defended from outward attacks; for, although many be the
afflictions of the righteous, yet the Lord delivereth him out of them all ;
and you are kept in inward peace, for the work of righteousness is
peace, and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.
In time of sickness this righteousness will be a perpetual cordial; it
will not suffer the heart to sink, although the body grows weak and
faint, for this breastplate is not only proof against the pains of sickness,
but also against the weapons of death. "Righteousness delivereth
from death" (Prov. xi. 4), not by keeping the justified person from
dying, but by keeping him from the fear of the first, and from the
power of the second death. The righteous man, armed with this
invulnerable breastplate, can challenge all his enemies. Who shall
separate me from the love of Christ ~ Shall tribulation or distress; or persecution or death ~ Nay, clothed in the robe of

116

The Gospel Magazine

Christ's righteousness, I shall not be afraid to go through the valley
and shadow of death, nor yet to stand at the awful bar of God's infinite
justice. Why should he fear to stand there to be tried 1 for who shall
lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It is God Himself that
justifieth. Who is he, then, that condemneth 1 It is Christ that
died; yea, rather, that is risen again for their justification; and in His
righteousness they shall stand holy and unblameable, and unreprovable
before the judgment-seat of God.
Since these are some of the benefits of having on the breastplate of
righteousness, let us, my Christian brethren, keep it always in use.
Since we are fighting under the Captain of OUI salvation, let us be ever
armed with His righteousness; and may we all wear it upon our
breasts, that neither guilt within nor troubles without may ever
separate us from the love of Christ Jesus our Lord; but may we, in
life and death, find the blessedness of this armoUI by its protecting
us from the threatenings of the broken law, and from the vengeance
of almighty justice; and may we, in time and in eternity, live to His
glory, Who humbled Himself to be made sin for us, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him. Grant this, holy Father, for
the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ: to Whom, with Thee and the
Holy Spirit, three Persons in one Jehovah, be honour and glory, and
blessing and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMONETTE.

By

THE VEN. ARCHDEACON

NoYES, M.A., B.D.

CHRIST "LIFTED UP."
" I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. This
He said, signifying what death He should die."-JoHN xii. 32, 33.
THE Lord Jesus Christ came into the world and took sinless human
nature upon Him in order that He might die. "This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ JeBus came into the
world to save sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15). To do this, it was necessary, in
God's purpose of grace, that He should lay down His life. Abel's
lamb, Noah's burnt offering, the animal sacrifices of the Levitical
Dispensation, all pointed to the one sacrifice of the promised and
coming One, Who should bruise the serpent's head. So did prophet,ic
utterances.-" It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him
to grief: when Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin" (Isa.
liii. 10). Many of the circumstances attendant upon the crucifixion
were foretold in the tweuty-second Psalm, e.g., "They pierced My
hands and My feet . . . they part My garments among them, and
cast lots upon My vesture " (verses 16, 18).
Christ's death on the cross was not a fortuitous event, that might or
might not have happened. It was all ordered in the Wisdom, Love
and Grace of the Sacred Trinity. Christ was "the Lamb slain from
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the foundation of the world" in God's gracious ·purpose. And 80
when He came into the world He'said, " I lay down My life for the
sheep, . . . therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down
My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I
lav it down of Myself.
'" I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received of My Father" (John x. 15-18).
And the manner of His death was foretold when He said: "I, if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. This He said,
signifying what death He should die." This, however, did not lessen
one whit the crime of those who put Him to death, as is plainly shown
in Peter's words (Acts ii. 23). "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands, have crucified and slain."
Why was it necessary that Christ should, voluntarily, lay down His
life ~ Death, the wages of sin, had no claim upon Him, the Sinles!l
One. But, in order that He might redeem the people given unto Him,
" God made Him to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 22).
This is realized by faith, of which we have a beautiful type in the
book of Numbers (chapter xxi.). The people of Israel had murmured
and God "sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, and much people of Israel died." But on their repentance,
the Lord said to Moses: " 'lake thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a
pole, and it shall come to pass that everyone that is bitten, when he
looketh upon it shall live." The" serpent of brass" was like the
serpents which bit the people, but it was harmless! This typifies, no
doubt, the death of death in the death of Christ; the sting of death,
sin, and its author, Satan, destroyed when Christ was lifted up between
heaven and earth, rejected of man, and" made a curse for us! "
(Gal. iii. 13). This is referred to in John iii. 14, 15. "As Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life." This is the Gospel. He that looks to, and trusts in Him
Who once died for sinners, and rose again, and ever lives above is
healed of sin's sickness; he shall not perish, but has eternal life.

"WHEN I first came to the University, I applied diligently to my
studies, thinking human learning a necessary qualification for a Divine,
and that no one ought to preach, unless he had taken up a degree.
Accordingly I studied the Classics, Mathematics, Philosophy, Logic,
:Metaphysics, and read the works of our most eminent Divines. This
I did for the space of twenty years and was all the while departing
more and more from the truth as it is in Jesus, vainly hoping to obtain
that light and knowledge from human wisdom, that could only be
had from the Word of God and prayer."-John Berridge.
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"MY YOKE."
My dear reader, you and I have often heard and read the words of
Christ Jesus, "Take My yoke upon you." Have we ever pondered
deeply over the sweet significance of the words, "My yoke "~ We
would not in natural matters, in earthly things, be yoked with
anybody. We must be in agreement with the one with whom we are
yoked or coupled. Otherwise we should chafe, we could not feel it
"easy." The yoke in its construction is hollowed or fitted to the
necks or shoulders of the wearers. Consequently any adverse movement of the one would be very uncomforta.ble, even painful, not only
to the one but to the other also.
Let us by the Holy Spirit's power and enlightenment ponder therefore upon the Bidder and the bidden ones. "Take My yoke upon
you," "Come unto Me." Whom does He ask to come ~ "All that
labour and are heavy laden." "All that labour." Does not that
include working for righteousness, working to be worthy, working for
reward ~ Are these the goals of the labouring and heavy laden ~ Is
it the sense of being heavy laden with sin, outward sin, inward sin,
sin in thought, and word, and deed ~ Do you feel with David, " Mine
iniquities are gone over my head," steeped, drowned, covered in sin.
" Too heavy for me to bear." Too heavy to endure, much more to
carry. Heavy laden indeed.
Well, dear reader, dear Spirit-taught reader, dear Spirit-enlightened
reader, you are just the one He is calling. Burdened with revealed
sin too heavy for you to bear, and a million times too heavy to bear
alone. He calls in pitying tones, " Come unto Me and I will give you
rest." You have been brought to the desperate point, "Weary of
earth and laden with my sin." The Holy Spirit has brought you
there. You are dissatisfied with the changing, puny, re tles_, un table
joys of earth. Its sweetest waters have failed to quench your thirst.
You" turn from all unfilled." Truly, looking around is distraction,
looking within is despair. Sin-sin-nothing but sin. The Holy
Spirit is showing you the utter inability of man to cleanse, or soothe,
to satisfy your need, your emptiness.
"Foul I to the Fountain fly,
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."

You have arrived at Job's extremity. "Behold, I am vile, what
shall I answer Thee ~" "Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in
dust and ashes." I am indeed weary of sin which is so persistent
within. I am weary with striving, weary with carrying, heavy laden
to sinking point. Just then sounds the clear sweet voice of Him
Who spake as never man spake. He sees thee, He hears thee, He
loves thee. "Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden
and I (I Myself) will give you rest." "He hath borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows: yet"--do notice this "yet"-" we did esteem
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afRicted. But "--do notice this
" but "-" He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities: the cha,>tisement of our peace was upon Him, and
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with His stripes we are healed. . . . The Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all." Oh! believer, see, look, live.
•, Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown."
He has taken the burden, the burden that crushes thee. He has taken
it all, dear heavily burdened soul, and cast all thy sins behind His back.
He won't see them. "He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob."
Another point about this yoke is that both must be the same height,
so that the balance is equal. In Christ we are one with Him, " heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ."
Yoked, we must both walk at the same pace, we cannot walk more
quickly or more slowly than our yoke-fellow. We must be at one
in the pace, and so yield the pace to Him, with Him.
Yoked, we walk the same way, faces in the same direction and feet
in the same road. We cannot walk to Edinburgh with our faces and
feet toward London. No, His goal is "My Father's house" with
His own blood-bought purchase.
Yoked, we are inseparable-" Where I am there also shall My
servant be."
"We two are so joined,
He can't be in glory and leave me behind,"
was the language of a dear old saint of God. "Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and my burden is
light." I was told by one who understands Greek that the word
" easy" is more literally rendered" sweet." So He meets His beloved
at every corner, not only lightened burden, and rest, and companionship, but sweetness also, delight in Him. He adds, " and My burden
is light." Yes, because His burden is the burden of love. Love takes
the heaviness from all burdens borne for the loved one. Thus," M)"
yoke is easy (sweet) and My burden is light," love.
" My yoke!" Is it not our earnest longing to be linked and yoked
with Jesus always, always. Consider the delight of being so joined
with Him, that when He steps we step, when He rests we rest, when
He turns we turn, when He walks we walk. It is a yoked walk, not
as the disciples walked with Him on earth going to Emmaus. They
were with Him but they could have stepped aside, they could have
walked behind or in front. "My yoke upon you." Every movement
has to be in conformity with His, or the yoke chafes the " true yokefellow," as St. Paul describes his friend. The true yoke-fellow has
the same interest, the same movement.
" Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me." His lessons are very
sweet. He is meek and lowly in heart. He is t-ruly so. And what
is the result of learning from Him ~ "Ye shall find rest unto your
souls." And truly even now, as we look up unto Him, as we study
His words, His works, His love, we see dimly here the height and
depth, but we shall see clearly up there the fulness of all, and rejoice
NETTlE.
with Him, and in Him evermore.
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THE CERTAINTY OF THE WORDS OF TRUTH.
IT is surely high time that God's faithful witnesses should emphasize
their testimony against every form of the profane Modernism that is
eating away what little vitality remains in the religious world. While
there is, on the one hand, the rapidly-increasing idolatry of the Episcopal
church, there is, on the other hand, the modern infidelity that permeates
the Nonconformist bodies. If it be replied that all this need not
cause concern in those who are loyal to the truth of God, let it be
said at once that this is a miserable delusion. Are we not to be concerned when the Godhead of our Lord is denied ~ Are we silently to
permit our children and our grandchildren to inhale a poisoned atmosphere ~ God forbid!
A recent profane utterance is before my eyes: "We now look upon
the Birth stories and the Resurrection stories as more or less legendary."
Translated into plain English, what Satan meant when he prompted
one of his ministers to write this is that the inspired records of the
Virgin Birth and of the Godhead of Christ are falsehoods. Satan has
small need now for professed secular infidels: he controls a thousand
pulpits and inspires a thousand willing servants.
The object of this brief paper is to point out that Satan employs
three methods of attack upon God's most Holy Word-mutilation,
burning, and erasing.
I.-MUTILATION.

It is very significant that when the roll was brought to Jehoiakim,
and Jehudi had read" three or four leaves" of it, the king cut it with
his penlmife. Now penknives are not made for the purpose of
destroying or mutilating what is written, but to help the writer to
write. And this is precisely the present position. Our human reason
is not given to us to cavil with God and His Word, but to enable us
to understand that Word. And is it not the fact that the smallminded critics are greatly concerned about the first "three or four
leaves ~" Why ~ The first "three or four leaves" of the Old
Testament record the Creation and the Fall. Therefore these early
leaves must be cut out, and the Fall of man be declared to be a myth.
The first" three or four leaves" of the New Testament record the
Virgin Birth of our Lord, and declare the necessity of the New Birth.
Therefore these early leaves must be cut out, the Virgin Birth declared
to be a fable, and the New Birth to be unnecessary! The obvious
correspondence between the Old Creation and the New Creation is
very beautiful in the eyes of the spiritual mind.
2.-BURNING.

The second of the enemy's methods of attacking the Word is
burning. Thus Jehoiakim cast the sacred roll into the fire, thinking
thus to destroy the message. Here in England fire has been employed
to consume copies of the Word of God and the translators and its
faithful witnesses; and let it not be assumed that this method is out
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of date. Satan and Rome may change their tactics; they cannot
alter their nature. Bibles have been publicly burned quite recently
in Spain and in South America and in other places. And it is within
my own knowledge that copies of the four Gospels, given to some
Roman Catholic children, had to be given up by them to be destroyed
by fire. But new Bibles and new witnesses have ever risen out of
the ashes: and we know that Satan and Babylon are alike doomed
to eternal fire by the very Book they think they burn.
3.-ERASURE.

Among the Biblical treasures in the British Museum are two palimpsest manuscripts, that is, manuscripts in which the original writing
has been partially erased in order to allow something else to be written
over it. We can realize that in past days materials for writ.ing were
scarce, and that this practice was adopted for reasons of economy.
The Codex Nitriensis contains a portion of the Gospel by Luke in
Greek, belonging to the sixth century; and over it has been written
a treatise by Severus of Antioch in Syriac, at right angles with the
Greek, dating from the ninth century.
Near to this is a copy of the Gospel by John in parallel columns of
Greek and Coptic, of about the sixth century, and over it has been
written at a later date a number of arithmetical tables and problems.
Very surely we have in these two manuscripts an object lesson!
We have an illustration of the prevalent modern system of writing
at right angles with God's Word, and of erasing that Word in order
to overlay and obscure it by human problems and philosophies. And
when arithmetic is named, we naturally think of Colenso, whose
puerile attempts to erase the Pentateuch are now outdone by his
imitators. But these attempts to erase the Divine element from
the Scriptures may be traced back to the Pharisees, who sought to
invalidate the Word of God by their human traditions. And we may
trace them even further back to the Garden of Eden, where they had
their birth.
The two initial doctrines of our -most holy faith-the Virgin Birth
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and ~ Resurrection from the dead, are
not only fundamental, but vital. The one sets forth His spotless
sinless humanity; the other His Eternal Godhead. Luke, in his
preface, tells us that he had "perfect understanding of all things
from the very first": and this, even apart from its inspiration, can
have only one meaning from the pen of the beloved physi~an. Oh,
how intensely do I wish that any poor words of mine could influence
my younger brethren to contend earnestly, and more earnestly, for
" the certainty of those things wherein they have been instructed,"
and to protest boldly, and more boldly, against every semblance of
teaching that seeks to cast dishonour upon my glorious Lord and His
precious truth!
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
Oricklewood.
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A FAITHFUL ARCHBISHOP.

I.
" LEIGHTON on St. Peter." A precious book! A golden book! How
many of us have read it ~
We must all often have seen secondhand copies of it in the old bookshops. But how many of us have bought and read it ~ Those who
have done so know how precious, how golden a little book it is. And
written by an Archbishop! (Robert Leighton was Archbishop of
Glasgow long years ago.) Would that archbishops in 1930 were likeminded with him !
Of course, he was a saint. Whether our Church remembers him
or not, he was certainly one of the saintliest of her sons.
He lived in very difficult times, for all the quiet peacefulness which
shines through his messages. Perhaps it is even for that very reason
that he speaks with such force and earnestness. How many archbishops to-day are there who could, or would, speak in such a strain
as this, for instance :•. Do you believe there are treasures which neither thief breaks into,
nor is there any inward moth to corrupt them, an inheritance which,
though the whole world be turned upside down, is in no hazard of a
touch of damage, ' a kingdom' that not only cannot fall, bu 'cannot
be shaken ~' Oh! be wise and consider your latter end, and whatsoever you do, look after this blessed inheritance. Seek to have the
right to it in JESUS CHRIST, and the evidences and seals of it from His
Spirit; and, if it be so with you, your hearts will be upon i , and your
lives will be conformed to it."
How many would make an appeal to their people like the following :"If thou would'st have thy conscience and heart purified and
pacified, and have thy life certified, go to Christ for all, make u e of
Him; as of His Blood to wash off thy guiltiness, so of His pirit to
purify and sanctify thee."
Those were no times for playing at religion, and Robert Leighton
was not the man to wrap up his words in velvet when pla.in-spea.king
was a duty.
" If thou give thy soul to Christ" (he says to the loose-living professor), " to keep, upon the terms of liberty to sin, HE WILL TURN THEE
OUT OF HIS DOORS ! "
He has small patience with the dilettante inquirer-with the man
who knocks at God's door and then repents of his knock and runs
away. Listen, as he speaks of such a one :" This is the way to find acceptance and peace and satisfying comforts in returning. Come first to this Shepherd of souls, Jesus Christ,
and by Him come to the Father. 'No man comes unto the Father,'
says He, ' but by Me.' This is Via Regia, the high and right way of
returning unto God. 'I am the Good Shepherd,' and ' I am the
Door, by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.' BUT IF HE MISS
THIS DOOR HE SHALL MISS SALVATION TOO."
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The good man goes straight to the point also with all who trust in
themselves that they are righteous and make a merit of their kind of
believing:.. If the faith that thou hast," he says, " grew out of thy natural
bealt of itself, be assured it is but a weed! "
Nor is the Archbishop either tempted towards or deceived by the
pomps and pretensions of the Church of Rome. If he could have
returned for a while and spoken in the Church Assembly when the
New Prayer Book was under consideration, we should have heard some
very plain truths. With Romanists as individuals one can imagine
him dealing gently, but never with their creed.
Speaking as to Rome's claim to the primacy of Peter he says, " If
Rome ever had such a right, we may confidently say it has forfeited
it long ago by departing from St. Peter's footsteps and from his faith."
And with regard to Rome's much vaunted and much advertised
(so-called) unity-this is what Leighton thought :" It is an easy way, indeed, to agree, if all will put out their eyes,
and follow the blind guiding of their judge of controversies. This is
their great device for peace, to let the Pope determine all. If all will
resolve to be cozened by him, he will agree with them all 1 As if the
consciences of men should only find peace by being led by the nose
at one man's pleasure! A way the Apostle Paul clearly renounces.
(2 Cor. i. 24.) "
As to Rome's equally vaunted holiness (though one does not hear
so much of that, perhaps, as we did once I) this is what he says :" This is amongst many others, a mi8conceit in the Romish Church,
that they seem to make holiness a kind of impropriate good, which the
common sort can have little share in, almost all piety being shut up
within cloister walls, as its only fit dwelling; but it hath not liked
their lodging it seems; it has flown over the walls away from them,
for there is little of it even thr.re to be found! "
And as to trinkets and gew-gaws the old man has no liking for them,
nor will he compromise at sight of their prettiness.
" It is the eye of faith alone," he says, " that looks aright on Christ
and is daily discovering new worlds of excellency and delight in this
crucified Saviour; that can view Him daily, as hanging on the cross,
without the childish, gaudy help of a crucifix, and grow in the knowledge
of that love that passeth knowledge."

H.
But it is in the way of comfort to God's bruised and broken and
tempest-tossed people that Leighton especially excels. In that way,
and also in the way of clearness in doctrinal teaching.
One can imagine young Christians who have as yet done but little
(if any) business in great waters, spiritually; and have seen little of
God's wonders in the deep-not finding, on a first reading of these
two small volumes, the pearls that are scattered about their pages-or
9
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not recognizing pearls when found; but others, more experienced and
tried, will prize the little volumes beyond calculation.
For instance, what a beautiful message for discouraged souls have
we here;" Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul. . . . Hope in God, for I shall
yet praise Him. . . . Though I am out of tune for the present, never
a right string in my soul, yet, He will put forth His hand and redress
all. . . . It is true, some may say, God is a safe shelter and refuge,
but He is holy, and holy men may find admittance and protection,
but can so vile a sinner as I look to be protected and taken in under
His safeguard ~
" Go, TRY! Knock at His door, and (take it not on our word, but
on His own) it shall be opened to thee."
" Go, TRY!" There is a sermon in those two little words even by
themselves, if one has ears to hear it.
The good man's words reach and touch us because he is speaking of
what he himself knows by experience. Our troubles have been his,
<>r something like them. Are any of us, for the time being, walking in
darkness, without light ~ He can show us something which will bring
a change.
" This is an unspeakable comfort, when a poor believer is in great
perplexity in his outward or spiritual condition. 'Well, I see no way;
I am blind in this, but there are eyes upon me, that see well what is
best. The Lord is minding me. . . . I am poor and needy, but the
Lord thinketh upon me. THAT TURNS THE BALANCE! ' "
Are any of us weighted with cares and tempted to worry ~ We
cannot do better than prayerfully to read Leighton's comment on that
blessed passage of Scripture, 1 Peter v. 7. Twelve pages of it, but
twelve absolutely golden pages. This is the gist of them ;" Whatsoever it is that presses thee, go tell thy Father; put over
the matter into His hand, and so thou shall be freed from that dividing
perplexing care, which the world is full of. . . . Ask in faith, not
doubting. So thou rollest over all on Him; that is tbe very proper
working of faith, the carrying the soul, and all its desires, out of itself
unto God. l\UKE ONE BUNDLE OF ALL. Roll thy cares and thyself
with them, as one burden, all on thy God . . . for He careth for thee."
There are a score of other quotations one would love to make from
this rich store. Let it suffice to close with one more. Leighton is
speaking of the believer's need of walking in newness of life and this
is what he says ;" If any pretend that they have the Spirit and so turn away from the
straight rule of the holy Scriptures, they have a spirit indeed but it is
the spirit of delusion. The Spirit of God leads His children in the way
of Truth and . . . squares their thoughts and ways to that rule
whereof He is Author and that Word which was inspired by Him and
sanctifies them to obedience. Now this Spirit which sanctifieth to
obedience, is within us the evidence of our election and the earnest
of our salvation."
RUIi'U3.

-~

The Gospel Magazine

125

" SHALL NOT GOD AVENGE (OR DO FULL JUSTICE TO) HIS
OWN ELECT WHO CRY DAY AND NIGHT UNTO HIM ~"
LUKE xviii. 7.
IT is well and profitable to bear two facts in mind when reading any
portion of God's Word.
Firstly, naturalists.demonstrate that there are certain plants which,
the more their flowers are picked the better they flourish, and secondly,
a healthy fruit tree may have all its fruit gathered one year, but given
a favourable season, it will bear again the following year.
The Word of God has these qualities. The more it is reverently
studied the more excellent is the crop it yields. Its fruitfulness cannot
be exhausted. It may seem on some occasion to the earnest reader
that all the" nourishment" has been extracted from a certain passage,
but it is not so; it will, in reality, be found-like God's mercies (Lam.
iii. 23)-as " new," as fresh and as profitable again" every morning."
This does not imply that the believer or the seeker will always find it
so, but it does mean that the Word of God is a living Word (see Deut.
viii. 3; Matt. iv. 4) and as such is always suitable for the necessities
of God's people.
With the natural body there are times when, owing to sickness and
weakness, it cannot assimilate food. The food is good, but the body
is out of order. In like manner God's Word is always" living," always
good, and always profitable, but the soul may be sick and weak and
unable to feed upon it. Under such conditions the only wise course
is to turn to the Good Physician and seek for healing and aid (see
Matt. ix. 12; Jer. viii. 22), and He will never refuse help to those
who do really turn to Him in faith.
The Lord Jesus dealt with the excellency of God's Word when He
said (in effect), "every truly instructed teacher will bring forth out
of his treasure, his storehouse (which is the Word of God), things new
and old" (see Matt. xiii. 52).
Much has been written and spoken concerning the parable of " the
importunate widow" (Luke xviii. 1-8), and it is not suggested in this
article that anything new is being set forth, but it is possible that by it
memory may be revived and former experience again become vivid.
The Lord spake the parable to stir men and women up to more
earnest, faithful, believing prayer. Is there no need for this exhortation to-day ~ Surely there is. Many who have made a profession of
religion are acting as those of old did who said, " It is vain to serve
God" (Mal. iii. 14). This conduct the Lord describes as very iniquitous,
and because of it "the love of many tends to wax cold" (see Matt.
xxiv. 12). It often seems that those who forsake God have a certain
form of prosperity for a while (see Mal. iii. 15). \Vhen such an event
occurs the devil frequently casts the fact in the face of the godly and
causes them much discomfort, as it did to the psalmist (see Ps. lxxiii.
2-14). He confesses that it made him almost envy the worldly,
until God in mercy appeared for his help and led him to see that it
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is better to have treasure in heaven-even the Lord Jesus, the Saviour
and great Advocate of His people (Matt. vi. 19-21; 1 John ii. 1 ; with
Ps. lxxiii. 17-28, especially verse 25)-than to have earthly possessions
now and perish for ever.
With such teaching given to the psalmist it is becoming in all true
believers to take heed to the warning in Psalm xxxvii. "Fret not
thyself because of evil doers. Delight thyself in the Lord. Commit
thy way unto the Lord. Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him
and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart," if these desires
are that thou mayest be blessed, both now and eternally (Ps. xxxvii.
1, 4, 5, 7, 28).
Referring now to the parable, the Lord declared that there actually
was a judge in a certain city, known to Him, who had no reverence
whatever for God and as a consequence cared little for human laws.
He desired to be popular with the powerful and rich. What likelihood
was there, in such circumetances, that a poor widow woman would
receive justice from bim, when she came to plead her case against a
wealthy oppressor ~
The particulars given by the Lord seem to suggest that a powerful
and influential man was seeking to rob the children of this widow of
the inheritance their father had left them. Her very importunity
leads to the conviction that it was for her children-not for herself,
she was pleading. Their weakness, their need, their helplessness, gave
courage and strength to her. A mother's love fortified her. If she
failed them, ber children would lose all. A mother's love is a gift from
God. Who can measure its strength ~ No threat daunts her. Again
and again this mother, this widow, appears at court to demand justice
for her" bairlls." Many times she was turned away but at long last
the obstinacy of the judge gives way. He cares nothing for justice,
but he does care for his own comfort and convenience and so he seems
to have turned to the officials and mumbled out, " I can endlue this
no longer, let her have what she wants."
In effect the Lord .Jesus said, " Listen to that. Do vou hear what
that cruel and wicked judge said ~ He cared nothiii g for law or
justice; all he cared for was his own ease and comfort, and whilst he
would not do justly becallse it was right and imperative in a judge
so to do, yet, to get rid of this devoted mother-determined not to
permit her children to be robbed if she could prevent it-he grants
her petition and the children's property is saved.
Immediately the Lord applies the lesson and calls upon His people
to whom God's Word comes, to answer this question. "If a cruel,
wicked and unjust judge, simply to rid himself of the constant petitions
of an earnest, loving mother, pleading for her children's rights,
ordered that justice should be done her, do you think that tbe
gracious, loving, compassionate God will refuse or ignore the prayer
of anyone who comes to Him for deliverance from Satan's craft
and wiles, who comes to Him with his or her trials and difficulties,
who comes to Hin1 for salvation, peace and rest ~" "It is impossible."
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He, Who bids His people" always to pray and not to faint" (Luke
xviii. ]) is He Who "ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(Heb. vii. 25). He bids them come to the Father in His name (John
xiv. 6), and" through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father" (Eph. ii. 18). "Come, therefore, without fear, unt-o the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need" (Heb. iv. 16).
God has many lessons to teach His people and not the least important
one is the necessity that they should learn " patience" (Heb. x. 36).
God's people are" not to be slothful but followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises" (Heb. vi. 12). He Who has
given" exceeding great aud precious promises" (2 Peter i. 4) is faithful to
perform them (see Heb. x. 23), but they are so precious He will have
them sought for (Ezek. xxxvi. 37), as for" hid treasures" (Prov. ii. 4).
May none overlook the truth that in this history the Lord proves
His deity. He knew, without being told, all that passed through the
mind of the judge, and He knows too the thoughts of the reader and
writer of this article.
P. 1. B.
ALL SCRIPTURE.
WHEN the Lord was accompanying His sorrowful friends back to
Bethany and to dear Lazarus, He referred to the fact that no man
is possessed of innate light. We cannot see anything, however wide
open our eyes are, when it is really dark. We know that if we are
out in the night, in the country for instance, several hours after the
sun has set, and if the moon (should there be one) and the stars are
hidden by clouds-we can see simply nothing. There is no light to
shine from within upon the path under and before our feet. And we
know also that with all our searching, and intellect, and experience,
and accumulated information, we are unable to see or tell what will
happen to us to-morrow. We are in the dark. I have felt this sometimes (I mean this darkness) when wondering whereabout in the Bible
my own affairs are mentioned and described with directions as to
what to think or say or do. The things that happen to us are not
new or unprecedented. They are not strange. Our temptations are
common to man, and all Scripture is given (and not a word or example
more is required) to meet the varying needs of those to whom God's
revelation is the most precious possession. But they may look and
wonder and find themselves still without light. What is the gracious
invitation of Immanuel's prophet to those among us who fear the
Lord and obey Christ's voice, who walk in darkness and have no light?
It is, "Let them trust in the Name of the Lord and stay upon their
God." Does it matter how dark it is if there be at one's side a strong,
kind, sure Father, Friend, and Guide all in one, Who is perfectly
certain to keep to the way and to reach the end? But the psalmist
spoke as if he was not so perpetually afflicted with the gloom of night:
he said, "Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."
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And he meant, I daresay, that it gave him light when the Lord
put into his hand some promise which shed before him a cheering ray
and so encouraged him to go on a little longer. At such times
he could rejoice in the light and forget all the way that was behind
for the joy that was in front. But when the word told him that all
the darkness and the gloom and the longing for signs that he saw
not were the experience of the" children of light," that all the saints
from Adam onwards were wearied with their gropings, would not the
darkness itself and the shadow of death be turned into the morning 1
" In Thy light we shall see light," having none of our own and being
unable to create or produce any.
It was to Timothy that Paul said, "All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine (so Moses found it
in the wilderness), for reproof (so Abraham learned in Egypt), for
correction (so it came to Elijah in the mouth of the cave), for instruction in righteousness" (thus it helped Samuel and Nehemiah when
they needed God to assist their rule of the people). When he was
writing to the Corinthians the Apostle said that all these things are
written for our learning upon whom the ends of the world are come.
The "all things" to which he specially referred were the goings of
the Israelites through the wilderness, and we are left without excuse,
if we murmur as they did, and lust after evil things, and idolize the
joys that perish with the using, as if the world has more to give than
Christ has. "Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents." It seems from the way
that the Lord the Spirit over and over and over again refers to the
coming up out of Egypt and the walking through the wilderness,
as if we should never cease to learn from Him in the matter. And
indeed in all things that He has told us from the beginning, how much
is there that we seem scarcely to have heard. "Whatsoever things "the apostle says it again to the Romans-" were written aforetime
were written for our learning that we through patience and comfort
of the Scriptures might have hope." How sweet that we may have
hope. It is not all and only correction, and reproof, and instruction.
There is hope with patience and the comfort of the Scriptures. There
is hope in enduring. Christ had endured (so it says in the verse before,
Rom. xv. 3), and all His suffering was recorded that we may have
hope. Eleazer the son of Dodo the Ahohite had hope. He defied the
Philistines when the men of Israel had gone away. It sounds as if he
was alone, and this is written for our learning that we may have hope.
He arose and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his
hand clave unto the sword. There was no room for anything else in
his hand while the sword of God filled it, and the Lord wrought a
great victory that day and the people returned to see what they could
find for themselves when the fight was over, when God alone, with
Eleazer's weary hand in His, had gotten Himself the victory. And
the God of all consolation says that we are not to be weary in well
FOLLOWER-ON.
doing.
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CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.
THERE is another doctrine, however, about the future state which has
lately found great favour in some quarters. and requires more attention
because more specious and plausible than the doctrine of ultimate
universal annihilation. The doctrine I have in view, if I understand
it rightly, amounts to this. "Immortality, in its fullest sense, is the
peculiar priVIlege of the believer. His happiness after death is really
and literally eternal. But the misery of those who die in sin will not
be eternal. It will cease after a certain period, though that period
may be fearfully long, and then will come a state of non-existence,
or unc-onsciousness, like the future state of the Buddhist." The
advocates of this modern theory contend that the endless existence
of beings in suffering is irreconcilable with the character of a loving
and merciful God.
Now, it would be easy to reply that mortal man is a very poor judge
of what is suitable to the character of God, or what is inconsistent
with it. Man's ideas of the enormous sinfulness of sin in the sight of
God, and of the unutterable holiness and purity of God, are sure to be
thoroughly inadequate and defective. No duration of countless ages
will ever make sin anything but an unspeakable evil before the Being
with whom we have to do. Millions of years of misery could never
satisfy that breach of God's law for which the blood of Jesus Christ,
the Eternal Son of God, was needed to provide atonement. It is the
blood, and not length of time that alone exhausts the sinfulness of
sin. But I do not wish to dwell on this point. I prefer resting on
God's Word.
I say, then, unhesitatingly that the alleged distinction between the
duration of the future blessedness of the godly, and the future
misery of the ungodly, is a distinction which cannot be proved from
the Bible. You cannot teach the distinction without striking a deadly
blow at the prospects of the believer beyond the grave. The language
of Scripture about the duration of the future state of both classes is
one and the- same. You cannot limit or shorten one state without
equally limiting or shortening the other.
What says the prophet Daniel: "Many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt" (Dan. xii. 2).
What says our Lord Jesus Christ 1 "These shall go away into
everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life eternal" (Matt.
xxv. 46).
These two texts alone seem to me conclusive and unanswerable.
In each case the Hebrew and Greek words describing the two states
are precisely the same. The future happiness of the saved, and the
future misery of the lost are declared to be alike in point of duration.
1£ one is to come to an end so also is the other; if the" life" is endless
so also is the shame and the punishment. To my eyes both appear
equally interminable, everlasting, and eternal.
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Where is the Christian who would not be shocked at the idea of a
life of blessedness after death which was one day to cease and come to
an end 1 What Bible-reading believer does not cling to the idea,
that after this world of change and decay there will be a world without
change 1 What holy man or woman, in the midst of partings, crosses,
separations, sicknesses, and deaths, does not rejoice in the thought
of a kingdom incorruptible, a crown that fadeth not away, a meeting
without a parting, a gathering without a separation, a life without
death 1 And why 1 Simply because these are things which are
promised a hundred times in God's written Word.
All this wealth of hope must be given up and thrown overboard if
we once admit the modern theories of some about the world to come.
The future crown is to fade away! The future meeting is to be broken
up! The future glory is to set! The future life is to be exchanged
for extinction or unconsciousness! Most wretched and miserable
prospect! But there is no alternative if words have any meaning
at all, on the principle of some modern teachers. Once grant that
everlasting punishment is to have an end, and by parity of reasoning
you must grant that there is an end of everlasting life. Once overthrow the truth of an everlasting hell, and you cannot maintain the
truth of an everlasting heaven. They stand or fall together.
It is a deep saying of Gregory the Great, quoted by Bishop Pearson,
" If that which God has THREATENED is not true, then that which He
has PROMISED is also not true." In short, to use the Bishop's own
words, " The condition of the lost is unalterable, their condemnation
is irreversible, their torments inevitable, their miseries eternal. As
they shall not be taken from their punishment by annihilation of
themselves, so the punishment shall not be taken off them by any
compassion."
" Their persons shall continue for ever in this remediless condition,
under an everlasting pain of loss, because there is no hope of heavenand under an everlasting pain of sense, because there is no means to
appease the wrath of God which abideth on them" (Pearson on the
Creed, vol. i, p. 467).
I will now conclude this lengthened postscript with a passage from
a work I sent forth twenty-five years ago, which many readers of this
paper have probably not seen. A quarter of a century has passed
away since I wrote the passage, and many" times have passed over
me." I hope I am wiser in many ways. I have stood by many graves,
shed many tears, carried many crosses, spoken with many Christians,
and read many books. But I see no reason to alter any of the opinions
which the following paragraphs contain, or to withdraw from the
position I took up.
" . . . Let others hold their peace about hell if they will--I dare
not do so. I see it plainly in Scripture, and I must speak of it. I
fear that thousands are on the broad way that leads to it, and I would
fain arouse them to a sense of the peril before them. What would
you say of the man who saw his neighbour's house in danger of being
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burned down, and never raised the cry of ' Fire '~ What ought to be
said of us liS ministers, if we call ourselves watchmen for souls, and
yet see the fires of hell raging in the distance, and never give the alarm ~
Call it bad taste, if you like, to speak of hell. Call it charity to make
things pleasant, and speak smoothly, and soothe men with a constant
lullaby of peace. From such notions of taste and charity may I ever
be delivered! My notion of charity is to warn men plainly of danger.
My notion of taste in the ministerial office is to declare all the counsel
of God. If I never spoke of hell, I should think I had kept back something that was profitable, and should look on myself as an accomplice
of the devil.
" Reader, I beseech you, in all tender affection, beware of false views
of t.he subject on which I have been dwelling. Beware of new and
strange doctrines about bell and the eternity of punishment. Beware
of manufacturing a God of your own-a God Who is all mercy, but
not just-a God Who is all love, but not holy-a God Who has a
heaven for everybody. but a hell for none-a God Who can allow good
and bad to be side by side in time, but will make no distinction between
good and bad in etermty. Suc',h a God is an idol of your own, as really
as Jupiter or the monstrous image of Juggernaut--as true an idol as
any snake or crocodile in an Egyptian temple-as true an idol as was
ever moulded out of brass or clay. The hands of your own fancy and
sentimentality have made him. He is not the God of the Bible, and
beside the God of the Bible there is no God at all. Your heaven would
be no heaven at all. A heaven containing all sorts of characters mixed
together indiscriminately would be miserable discord indeed. Alas,
for the eternity of such a heaven! There would be little difference
between it and hell. Ab, reader, there is a hell! There is a fire for
the chaff as well as a garner for the wheat! Take heed lest you find
it out to your cost too late.
"Beware of being wise above that which is written. Beware of forming fanciful theories of your own, and then trying to make the Bible
square in with them. Beware of making selections from your Bible to
suit your taste-refusing, like a spoilt child, whatever you think bitterseizing, like a spoilt child, whatever you think sweet. What is all this
but taking Jehoiakim's pen-knife and cutting God's Word to pieces ~
What does it amount to but telling God that you, a poor short-lived
worm, know what is good for you better than He ~ It will not do :
it will not do. You must take the Bible as it is. You must read it all,
and believe it all. You must come to the reading of it in the spirit of
a little child. Dare not to say, ' I believe this verse, for I like it. I
reject that, for I do not like it. I receive this, for I can understand it.
I refuse that, for I cannot reconcile it with my views.' 'Nay, but,
o man, who art thou that repliest against God l' By what right do
you talk in this way ~ Surely it were 'better to say over every chapter
in the Word, 'Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.' Ah, reader,
if men would do this, they would never try to throw overboard the
doctrine of the eternal punishment of the wicked" (Wheat or Ohaff?
Wm. Hunll & Co.).
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"AS DEAR CHILDREN."
THESE words were used by the Apostle Paul when he was writing
to the believers at Ephesus, and telling them how they were to
follow God (Eph. v. 1). They are full of meaning for the true
child of God, wbo longs indeed to follow Him as a dear child follows
his father, which will be with a loving, trustful heart. The child has
no doubt of his father's love for bim, of his concern about bim, or of
his constant interest in everything connected with him.
I am reminded of a little boy, not yet five years old, whose father
and mother were absent from him for a fortnight. As the time drew
near for their arrival, the boy said to me-" Daddy and Mummy are
coming on Monday. There's only to-morrow, then Friday, then
Saturday, and then Sunday, and then they'll come!" You can
imagine the child's joy when he heard next day that plans were changed,
and he might expect his parents on the Saturday. When they arrived,
he was soon on his father's knee, confidingly telling him everything
that came to mind. This is just a picture of your right attitude
towards God, dear young reader, if you know that you are His child
" by faith in Christ Jesus."
This little boy had often seen his father busy with sermon preparation. One evening when I was writing a letter, I noticed him earnestly
writing in his little way on one piece of paper after another, until he
had quite a number. He placed these all together, and at last put
them into brown paper, and neatly tied up his little parcel with string.
When asked what it contained, he said, "My notes! I'm going to
have a preaching." So you Bee how he delighted to follow his father
as a dear child.
There is much in the Bible about following the Lord. Let us look
at this one chapter, Ephesians v., and see what it will mean for you
if you become followers of God as dear children. You will, as it says
in the second verse, " walk in love," because Christ has loved us, and
given Himself for us. You will seek to manifest a loving spirit in
the home, and wherever you go. Oh! the difference that a loving
son or daughter can make in the home! I like the little hymn which
contains these lines :" It wants a loving spirit,
Much more than strength, to prove
How many things a child may do
For others by its love."
You will seek grace to be watchful against sin of every kind. Sin
is often referred to as darkness, and true believers must walk as
"children of light," praying continually to be kept from sins of
thought, of wOId, and of deed.
YOtl will also seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit; Who will cause
you to be " speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritu:.l
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songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the I..ord; giving
thanks always for all things."
All this important teaching is found in Ephesians v. What blessings
you will be to all around if, by God's grace, my young readers, you
are thus enabled to be " followers of God as dear children! "
E. A. H.

Q!ottesponbenft.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-" Have you a book for me 1" our distributors are
often asked, and it gives them much joy to be able to place in the
hands of the seamen several magazines and books for reading while
at sea. A Chaplain writes, "Dear Mr. Brider, The six parcels of
literature have arrived safely, and I do not know how to adequately
express my thanks for the generous gift. The silent message is one
of the most effective ways of our ministry among the men. We can
get in a few friendly words, and then give a little well chosen literature
to anyone who will promise to read it, and we constantly hear of good
being done. The monotony of life on ship-board helps us, because
the men are ready to read anything, and over and over again the
Holy Spirit bas moved through the printed page." Parcels of literature, carriage paid, will be welcomed by us for the men on land and
sea.
21, Firfield Street,
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol,
February, 1930.
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In Jlll rtllotiam.
THE LATE MRS. E. R. CORl\TWELL, OF BARCOMBE, NEAR
LEWES.
WE greatly regret to record the death of Mrs. E. R. Cornwell, of
Crink House, Barcombe, near Lewes. A kind correspondent (her
nephew) informs us that she had been very ill all the winter, and that
she passed away at sunset on the evening of January 20th. Her nephew
writes: "She had been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, month
by month, I know for over forty years, and probably all her life, as
her fa.ther-my maternal grandfather-was a grf'at friend of Dr.
Doudney. During the month" of May and June last year she was
under a cloud, and sorely tried by Satan, when she found the words,
, Humble yourselves under the might,y hand of God,' and was able to
do so. She much appreciated' Wayside Notes,' and she spoke to me
of several of Mr. Popham's printed sermons. The last time I saw her,
she told me that her credentials were clear, and she longed to 'join
that throng around the Lord Jesus.' And then, one by one, she began
to enumerate them-my own dear mother, her own mother and father,
and several of her Sunday school scholars of long ago, whose names I
had forgotten. But now it is well, and she has joined in with them."
We understand that Mr. J. K. Popham assisted at the funeral service.
About two years ago we had the privilege of having tea with Mrs.
Cornwell, and with her husband and family, and we were impressed
with her quiet, gentle manner, as well as with her love of good things.
Our tender sympathy goes out to her husband, and to her family in
this great sorrow, and we pray that the Father of mercies and the
God of all comfort may minister comfort and strength to their hearts.
What a mercy-an infinite mercy-it is to be assured that their loved
one, though absent from the body, is present with the Lord-" With
Christ, which is far better."
ANECDOTE OF JOHN BERRIDGE.
ON one occasion a man of more than the common size came to hear him
at Everton, and placed himself immediately before the pulpit with
the full design of incommoding him, and rendering him confused:
for that purpose he made various gesticulations, and uttered most
contemptuous expressions. Mr. Berridge, not in the least intimidated,
thought it proper to address him personally, which he did in so powerful
a manner, as to cause him to sink down in the pew, and to perspire
through his great-coat. As soon as he came out of the church he
acknowledged bis intention, saying, "I came to confuse this good
man, but God has made him the means of convincing me that I am a
sinful, lost sinner." The conviction thus produced proved saving and
permanent. He lived an ornament to the Gospel, and when he
departed this life he slept in Jesus.-The Works of John Berridge, p. 31.
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llJrote£itant 16earon.
DISESTABLISHMENT AND THE POWER OF THE BISHOPS.
SPEECH BY LORD CUSHENDEN.
THE Seventeenth London Meeting of Lay Churchmen was held at the
Church House, Westminster, on Saturday afternoon, January 25th,
with Prof. Beresford Pite in the chair. The subject for discussion was
the relations of Church and State. Lord Cushenden was an unexpected
visitor, and took part in the discuEsion.
The chairman gave a very cordial welcome to Lord Cushenden,
whose recent illness bad made it doubtful whether he would be able
to attend, but whose keen interest in the question had brought him
to the meeting.
His lordship said he desired to direct attention to some immediate
and practical factors in the problem of Disestablishment. .AI; an old
Conservative in politics and an Evangelical member of the Church, he
had always been a stout defender 01 the Establishment of Church and
State. Nevertheless he felt bound to express a view not altogether in
sympathy with what they had heard that afternoon. He was not, for
reasons which he would give, unalterably and unconditionally opposed
to Disestablishment at the present time. Disestablishment, if it came,
could only come by Act of Parliament, and an immense amount of
importance would rest upon the consideration of what that Act of
Parliament--if it ever did come---enacted. He would suggest that
instead of setting their faces against Disestablishment under all circumstances and by general principles and historical reminiscences, it
would be much wiser if they set their minds to determine what form
Disestablishment should take if it came. He said without hesitation
that the most important thing for them to bear in mind was that if
Disestablishment came it should disestablish a Church in which the
predominant power and authority rested with the laity. High Church
clergymen and some of the Bishops were calling out for Disestablishment because they thought that if they could get it they would be free
to do as they liked. He noticed that his friend, Mr. Guy Johnson,
in the last part of his paper had expressed the view that Disestablishment would leave the clergy at liberty to go on with their Romanizing
tendencies. Whether it did or not depended entirely upon the legislation by which it was carried. They could have an Act of Parliament
which would have exactly the opposite tendency and would put into
the hands of the laity an authority which would prevent the clergy
_
from doing anything of the sort.
The first thing that would be required in Disestablishment would
be to set up some constitution for the Church, because there would be
the cathedrals and the fabrics of the churches to be handed over to
somebody. There would be certain endowments which, in accordance
with precedent, would be exempted from disendowment. They would
have to be taken over by somebody in trust for the Church, and there-
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fore the first thing that would be necessary would be to set up some
constitution of the Church which would put it into a position to take
over the fabrics of the churches and any endowments that might be
left to it. He presumed, of course, that the clergy would strive at
once to get the constitution set up by the Enabling Act, and that was
a thing that the laity ought to resist with all their force, because everybody knew that the Enabling Act constitution was full of fancy franchise~ and unrepresentative devices, and that the Assembly was as
unrepresentative of the Church as a whole as it could possibly be.
That was comparatively unimportant at the present time, for, as had
been shown with reference to the Prayer Book, Parliament did still
exercise an immediate control. But it would be of vital importance
if a disestablished Church were to be set up with such an unrepresentative constitution as that resting upon the Enabling Act.
He could conceive circumstances under which he thought it would
be the duty of the Evangelical party not merely not to resist Disestablishment, but to urge it on. The Church at present was in a state of
chaos. They had the Prayer Book of 1928 rejected by Parliament,
i.e., by the ultimate constitutional authority in the country. That
had been followed by action on the part of many of the Bishops,
thoroughly illegal, thoroughly law-breaking. They had men like the
Bishop of London and the Bishop of Truro, not only law-breakers
themselves, but encouraging others to break the law. Under present
circumstances he could see no power of controlling those law-breaking
Bishops except by Disestablishment. That was why he pointed out
that the important thing was to have a Disestablished Church-if they
had it disestablished at all-that would give the authority and the power
to the laity. If that were done there would be a legal authority to
"hich those recalcitrant clergy and bishops would be obliged to bow.
Although one was very reluctant to favour any such policy, and would
not do it, of course, prematurely, he thought it a mistake fOT them to
go about giving the impression that they of all people were afraid of
Disestablishment. They should rather hold it in their hands, not as
a threat exactly, but as a weapon.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
Year's meetings which were much appreciated by the inmates
of the Homes, have been held at the Camberwell and Hornsey Rise
Homes. A good number of the pensioners "ere able to be at the tea
tables and the meetings which followed were much enjoyed.
The financial year of the Society closes on March 31st, and the
Committee will be glad if friends will kindly bear this in mind, and
send their gifts as early in the month as possible.
The Quarterly Record, besides containing interesting paragraphs,
gives a photograph and brief sketch of the Rev. J. P. Wiles, M.A.
The kindness of friends in sending articles for the Sales of Work
has been valued by the Committee, and they are hoping for a renewal
NEW
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of these favours this year. The South London Sale in the grounds
of the Cainberwell Home will be held on June 12th, and that at Hornsey
Rise on July 4th. Gifts for both these sales will be welcome.
Services in the interest of the Society will (D.V.) be held as follows:
March 11th, evening service at Grove Chapel, Camberwell; 12th,
evening service at London Road Baptist Chapel, Norbiton; 23rd, at
Castlegate, Grantham; and on the 30th, Soho Memorial Chapel,
Finchley.

THE REDEEMED: WHO ARE THEY ~ By the late Rev. James
Mortimer Sangar, B.A. Pp. 75. Price Is. (The Sovereign
Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, S.E.5.)
The author of this little volume was Rector of Elworthy in Somerset.
In a conversation with the Rev. H. Atherton in 1919 Mr. Sangar
gave him permission to reprint this book, but a copy of it only recently
came into'Mr. Atherton's hands, and now it is available for all who
would like to read it.
In nine brief chapters the author unfolds the doctrine of Particular
Redemption by a comprehensive reference to the teaching of Scripture
from Genesis to Revelation. When he was a youth at College and
" possessed of Gospel peace," he was a warm believer in the doctrine
of universal redemption. God, however, in His Own time and way
brought him into fuller light and knowledge, and this book is the
result. This fact should make us tender in dealing with opponents
of the doctrine of Particular Redemption. Mr. Sangar himself was
numbered amongst God's regenerated family for some time ere he
grasped, and was led to believe in, the great doctrine which forms
the theme of this book. In like manner many others of God's children
may not see this truth, nor can they do so until God in His mercy
shows it to them. We who see it would never have done so unless
God Himself had taught us. While holding this truth firmly and
humbly ourselves, therefore, let us beware of strong condemnatory
language in reference to others, remembering that the Lord alone
can guide them into this truth, and into all the other great truths
associated with it.
The author dedicates this volume "to such believers in Universal
Redemption as are willing to reconsider their position, to waive their
own notions about favourite texts, and to meet in its magnitud~ the
solemn question, ' What saith the Scripture ~ '" One striking feature
about this book is the wav in which the author shows that a more
careful examination of the' context of those texts on which believers
in Universal Redemption rely should lead them to the opposite
conclusion.
We hope that many who do not at present see the doctrine of
Particular Redemption will read this volume carefully. We would
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remind such that Particular Redemption was held and taught by
the late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, that it is the doctrine of the Westminster
Confession of Faith, and that it is definitely implied in the opening
words of the Seventeenth Article of Religion which is a portion of
the Confession of Faith of the Church of England.
It was also a doctrine held by James Haldane, one of Scotland's
most earnest Evangelists in the latter part of the eighteenth century.
Scripturally held, this doctrine does not cramp evangelistic zeal now
any more than it cramped the burning zeal and the indefatigable
labours of the great apostle to the Gentiles.
THE CONFESSIONAL VERSUS THE GOSPEL LAW OF FORGIVENES3 OF
SINS. By Dr. Giorgio Bartoli. Price 6d.; postage Id. (Protestant
Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4).
Although there is much in this pamphlet (written by an ex-Jesuit
Priest) with which all Protestants will agree, we feel that many will
not follow the writer in his interpretation of John xx. 21, 23. The
usual interpret.ation of our Lord's words is that He commissioned His
Church-all the members of it-to announce remission of sins to all
who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. In proof of this such passages
as Acts x. 43 and xiii. 38, 39 may be quoted.
The writer of this pamphlet, however, seems to have adopted an
altogether novel interpretation of these words, which it would occupy
many pages to examine and refute. We hope he may be led to reconsider the view he now takes of this important passage of Scripture.
THE SOWER. Pp. 196. Price 3s. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd.,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, KC.)
This is a well-bound volume of The Sower for the year 1929. As a
frontispiece it has a beautiful picture of the late Mr. J. P. Wiles, l\LA.,
for twenty years pastor of the Old Baptist Chapel, Devizes. The
volume contains amongst much other matter sermons by such men
as the late Mr. J. K Hazelton, Mr. M. J. Tryon, Mr. Joseph Irons,
Mr. J. P. Wiles, as well as by Mr. W. Croft and Mr. Geo. Rose.
THE LITTLE GLEANER. Pp. 199. Price 2s. 6d. (C. J. Farncombe
& Sons Ltd., 30 Imperial Buildings, Lurlgate Circus, London, KC.)
This is the annual volume (1929) of The Little Gleaner, a Monthly
Magazine for the Young. It contains some beautiful illustrations,
amongst which are" Luther at the Diet of Worms" and" The Forbidden Book."
THE MAN OF SIN. By Dr. S. P. Tregelles. Pp. 39. Price 3d. (G.
H. Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
This ably-written pamphlet was first published in the year 1840.
It is now republished, and is well worthy of careful study by all who
are giving attention to the prophetic Scriptures. The learned author
was an earnest believer in the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures
and in all the great Evangelical doctrines therein set forth.

