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THE GENERAL REVOLT AGAINT THE DUE
OBSERVANCElOF THE LORD'S DAY.I
l

.:

" Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them,
What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the sabbath day?
Did not your fathers thus, and did not our GOD bring all this evil
upon us, and upon this city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon
Israel by profaning the sabbath."-NEHEMIAH xiii. 17, 18.

h is generally recognized amongst professed Christian people that
the Sabbath, or LORD'S day, is becoming increasingly desecrated
and profaned. Recently we read of 60,000 people attending
cinema entertainments in London on the LORD'S day, on the Sunday
after a legal decision had been given that the opening of cinemas
on the LORD'S day was illegal. We also read in a Church of
England paper that 1500 people- were present on Sunday evening
at a cinema entertainment in a town twenty-four miles from
London. It is notorious that millions of newspapers are sold on
Sundays, and that these penetrate even into remote villages. The
running of trains, buses, and tram-cars on the LORD'S day obtains
in all, or most of, our large towns. Trade is carried on by thousands
of shopkeepers on the day of rest. Immense numbers of people,
especially in the summer months, use their motor cars for pleasure
on the Sabbath, and it must be owned that the use of the wireless
apparatus on the LORD'S day is antagonistic to the due observance
of the day of rest.
In all denominations Church attendance is declining, and the
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number of children attending our Sunday schools is becoming less
and less. In spite of aH the sensational methods which have been
resorted to in recent years to attract people to our places of worship
the masses are not reached. Musical services, solo singing, and
pleasant Sunday afternoons have all been. tried in vain, and along
with these practices, there has been a growing diminution in the
preaching of the one unchangeable Gospel which alone is the power
of GOD unto salvation to everyone that believeth. Besides this,
there has been a growing failure to recognize that it is the office
of the HOLY GHOST alone to regenerate sinners, and that it is the
Divine purpose in this dispensation not to save the world, but" to
take out" of the world a people for His Name.
In a leading article in The Times of January 1st, the writer says,
" Far more important in the end than our fiscal system or our trade
resources is the character of our people. How \vill an impartial
estimate appraise it to-day ~ It has features which are obviously
disquieting-lowered morality, impatience of discipline, neglect of
religion, and others which are commonly quoted." With respect to
, lowered morality' there is reason to think that appalling breaches
of the seventh commandment are taking place, and as regards
, neglect of religion,' the evidence is furnished by the comparative
emptiness of churches and chapels on the LORD'S day.
It needs to be remembered that general obedience to the moral
law is largely bound up with the due observance ~f the Fourth
Commandment. Obedience to the other commandments in the
Decalogue is more likely to be rendered when there is real reverence
for GOD'S day and GOD'S Wo:t:d.
The root cause of all disobedience to the law of GOD is, of course,
the natural and fallen condition of the human heart. "The carnal
mind is enmity against GOD: for it is not subject to the law of GOD,
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot
please GOD" (Rom. viii. 7, 8).
But it must be confessed that leaders in the professing Church
are encouraging the desecration of the LORD'S day by their rejection
of the binding authority of the Fourth Commandment.
Recently (December, 1930) a Manifesto was issued by the
" Council of Christian Ministers on Social Questions" on the subject
of "The Observance of Sunday." It was signed by 16 Bishops
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and 10 other clergy of the Church of England, and also by 28 leaders
of the Methodist, Baptist, Congregationalist, and Presbyterian
Churches, including a member of the Society 0/ F1·iends.
The signatories to this document say that, " The perils to which
the observance of Sunday is at present exposed in our country are
so obvious, that the Council of Christian Ministers has determined
to make an appeal on the subject to the conscience of those who
may be ready to listen to them." Yet these same "Christian
Ministers" go on to say that, "It has been common to teach that
the Sabbath of the Jews is a Divine ordinance for Christians,
because contained in the Ten Commandments, and therefore valid
for all time, like the other Commandments."
" This view, however," they proceed to say, "does not appear
to be the teaching of the New Testament. . . . There has been
steady and latterly violent reaction against this teaching during
the last fifty years; and indeed, it is an untenable doctrine."
Thus they regard as "untenable" the doctrine that the Fourth
Commandment is " a Divine ordinance for Christians" and " valid
for all time, like the other Commandments." They" abandon,"
as they say, "the mistaken ground of the claim for Sunday observance based upon the Fourth Commandment, as if that were still
binding on Christians in the letter."
It is this teaching in regard to the Fourth Commandment which
in our view is greatly helping forward the growing laxity in regard
to the observance of the LORD'S day. We ourselves once heard a
bishop say that for the life of him he could see no harm in playing
a game of golf on Sunday afternoon. At the same gathering a
ritualistic clergyman declared that it was his intention to get the
boys in his parish to play cricket on Sunday afternoons. We
remember also hearing a rural dean say that if people went to
church in the morning they might be free to do as they liked the
rest of the day.
If the binding authority of the Fourth Commandment is thrown
over, what influence can we have to encourage any observance of
the LORD'S day at all. It is in vain to say that "apostolic authority"
indicates some observance of the LORD'S day or first day of the
week. For such observance there is no command apart from the
Decalogue, and if the command in the Decalogue is thrown over,
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Christian people are at liberty to observe one day in seven or not
just as they like. In other words, it becomes a mere matter of
expediency, i.e., that it is a fit and desirable thing to observe the
LORD'S day, but it is not obligatory. On this Bishop Daniel
Wilson, in the preface to his admirable work on The Divine
Authority and Perpetual Obligation of the LORD'S Day, says, "My
own opinion is, that we can have no hope of success, unless we
place the duty on its only firm footing, the EXPRESS COMMAND OF
ALMIGHTY GOD. Expediency may obtain a decent compliance
with custom, but will never warm the heart. Expediency may
carry a man once to church, but it will not carry him there twice;
it will not regulate his family duties; it will not repress the Sunday
recreations, the Sunday newspapers, the Sunday parties, the Sunday
dinners, the Sunday journeys, the general Sunday secularities.
Expediency may conceal or control some outward enormities, but
it cannot implant principles of religion, it cannot inspire love to
GOD, it cannot check weariness and inattention, it cannot animate
to prayer, it cannot change the human heart."
THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
In view of the rejection of the binding authority of the Fourth
Commandment by Bishops and other clergy of the Church of
England, it is pertinent to draw attention to the teaching of the
Thirty-nine Articles and the Prayer Book on this subject.
The VIIth Article says, "Although the Law given from GOD
by Moses, as touching Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Christian
men, nor the Civil precepts thereof ought of necessity to be
received in any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding, no Ohristian
man whatsoever is free from the obedience of the Oommandments
which are called moral." We draw special attention to these last
words. "No Christian man whatsoever" (be he bishop, dean, or
canon, or be he a prominent minister in the Free Churches) " is free
from the obedience of the Commandments which are called moral. '
Bishops, however, and leading Nonconformist divines now say
that this teaching is untenable so far as one of the Commandments
is concerned. Yet the Bishops and other clergy have assented to
the doctrine of this Article.
Moreover, the Prayer Book instructs all those who profess to be
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" the elect people of GOD" and who are members of the Church of
England to learn "the Creed, the LORD'S prayer, and the Ten
Commandments." They are instructed to "keep GOD'S holy will
and commandments and walk in the same all the days of their
lives." They are taught that these Commandments teach them
their" duty towards GOD" and their" duty towards their neighbour," and that they should" serve GOD truly all the days of their
lives," labouring on six days of the week, and resting and keeping
holy one other day of the week. Further, because they are not
able of themselves to walk in "the Commandments of GOD"
"without His special grace," they are exhorted to call for this
special grace at all times by diligent pr~yer. Then when these
professed Christians are about to partake of the LORD'S Supper
the minister is bidden to "rehearse distinctly all the TEN COMMANDMENTS," and the people are encouraged to" ask GOD'S mercy
for their transgression thereof for the time past, and grace to keep
the same for the time to come" (vide rubric in Communion Service).
They are thus taught (bishops and clergy, as well as the people) to
humble themselves before GOD for breaches of the Fourth Commandment as well as of the other Commandments, and to seek for
His grace duly to keep the Sabbath holy in the time to come. Yet
Bishops and other clergy tell us that the doctrine that the Sabbath
"is a Divine ordinance for Christians, because contained in the
Ten Commandments, and therefore valid for all time, like the other
Commandments" is " an untenable doctrine." Bishop J. C. Ryle
says, "I have been astonished at the coolness with which even
clergymen sometimes speak of them [the Ten Commandments) as
a part of Judaism, which may be classed with sacrifices and circumcision. I wonder how such men can read them to their congregations every week" (Article" The Sabbath" in Knots Untied).
THE TEACHING OF THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH.
The manifesto of the "Council of Christian Ministers on Social
Questions," already quoted, is signed by three ministers of the
Presbyterian Ohurch of England.
These gentlemen ought specially to reverence the great Westminster Confession of Faith. We grieve, however, to note that
there is a growing revolt against all the old Creeds and Confessions.
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The Westminster Confession says, "In His Word, by a positive,
moral, and perpetual commandment, binding all men in all ages,
He (GOD) hath particularly appointed one day in seven for a
Sabbath, to be kept holy unto Him: which from the beginning of
the world to the resurrection of CHRIST, was the last day of the
week; and from the resurrection of CHRIST, was changed into the
first day of the week, which in Scripture is called the LORD'S day,
and is to be continued to the end of the world, as the Christian
Sabbath."
"This sabbath is then kept holy unto the LORD, when men,
after a due preparing of their hearts, and ordering of their common
affairs beforehand, do not only observe an holy rest all the day
from their own works, words, and thoughts about their worldly
employments and recreations; but also are taken up the whole
time in the publick and private exercises of His worship, and in the
duties of necessity and mercy" (chapter xxi. 7, 8).
For our own part we believe in the teaching of these Confessions
of Faith because it can be "proved by most certain warrants of
Holy Scripture." We are deeply concerned about the growing
laxity in the due observance of the LORD'S day. The recent legal
decision against the opening of cinemas on the LORD'S day is likely
to lead to a determined effort to alter the law of England as to
LORD'S day observance. Things are bad enough now, but they
,would be much worse if the legal barriers against public Sabbath
desecration were removed. Every legitimate effort should therefore be made to defeat the efforts of those who would make legal
the secularization of the LORD'S day. The Sabba h day is a
priceless privilege, and we need to pray that GOD may ill preserve
us as a nation from a legalized profanation of the day of rest.
" We are not poorer in England, but richer, becau e we have,
through many ages, rested from our labour one day in seven. That
day is not lost. While industry is suspended, while the plough lies
in the furrow, while the Exchange is silent, while no smoke ascends
from the factory a process is going on quite as important to the
wealth of nations as any process which is performed on more busy
days. Man, the machine of machinery, the machine compared
with which all the contrivances of the Watts' and Arkwrights are
worthless, is repairing and winding up, so that he returns to his
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labour on the Monday with clearer intellect, with livelier spirits,
with renewed corporal vigour" (Macaulay's Speech on the Ten
Hours' Bill, quoted by Bishop J. C. Ryle, in Knots Untied).
The same good bishop quotes the famous Blackstone as saying,
" The keeping one day in seven holy, as a time of relaxation and
refreshment, as well as for public worship, is of admirable service
to a state,' considered merely as a civil institution.'"
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

[See our Wayside Notes for further thoughts on tMs subject.EDITOR.]

...
SOVEREIGN COMFORT.
" The L01,d shall comfort Zion."-IsAIAH li. 3.
I.
WHEN mountains shake and kingdoms crash,
When tempests rage and lightnings flash,
When troubles rise and fears abound,
When shadows gather all around,
o God, be near to us, we pray,
Speak to our trembling hearts and say,
" I AM THE LORD THY GOD."

Il.
When burdened sore with sin and shame,
We cry to Thee in Jesu's name,
When hopes are blighted, friends unkind,
When sorrow weighs upon the mind,
o God, be near to us, we pray,
Speak to our trembling hearts and say,
"I AM THE LORD THY GOD."
Ill.
And if in mercy Thou dost shine
Upon our path in love Divine,
If Jesus with enlightening grace
Shows us the brightness of His face,
Help us to thank Thee, Lord, we pray;
Speak to us once again and say,
"I AM THE LORD THY GOD."
RUFus.
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THE INSTITUTION, PERPETUAL OBLIGATION, AND
PURPOSE OF THE SABBATH.
"On the seventh day God ended His work which He had made,. and
He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
created and made." -GENESIS ii. 2, 3.

WE have seen in our previous article that there is a general revolt
against the due observance of the Sabbath or Lord's day. We
propose now to draw the attention of our readers to the institution,
perpertual obligation, and purpose of the Sabbath.
1. First, let us oonsider the institution of the Sabbath day.
It is evident that God Himself instituted the Sabbath day at
the very beginning of the world's history. (See Gen. ii. 2, 3.)
Having ended the great work of Creation, God rested on the seventh
day, and He blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because that
in it He had rested from all His work which He had created and
made.
The word " Sabbath" does not occur in the Genesis account of
its institution, but afterwards the day which God then blessed and
sanctified is called" the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord."
When the children of Israel were still in the wilderness, the Lord
rained manna from heaven for their sustenance, and, according to
His directions, they gathered_ twice as much on the sixth day as
they had gathered on the previous days. Then Moses said, "This
is that which the Lord hath said, To-morrow is the rest of the holy
Sabbath unto the Lord. . . . Six days ye shall gather it; but
on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, in it there shall be none"
(Exod. xvi. 4, 5, 23, 26). Later, in the same chapter, Moses said,
"The Lord hath given you the Sabbath" (verse 29), showing that
it was a Divine gift to man. ·When God, therefore, had ended all
His creative work He Himself rested on the seventh day, and He
blessed that day and sanctified it, or set it apart from all other
days. It was to be a day of rest from ordinary occupations, it was
to be a day distinct from all other days, a day which God Himself
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sanctified, set apart, or hallowed. Why did He do this? He did
it as an example to our first parents and to all their posterity. As
He did, so they were to do. He engaged in work for six days, and
these six days of work were followed by one day of rest, a day to be
kept holy unto the Lord. (See Exod. xvi. 23.)
Our Lord evidently referred to the institution of the Sabbath on
the day following the work of creation when He said, " The Sabbath
was made for man" (Mark ii. 27). He knew all about its institution. He was one with the Father and the Holy Ghost when it
was instituted. He Himself in union with the Father instituted
the Sabbath, and He was qualified to declare that it was made for
man's benefit, made for the benefit of man in general.
This disposes of the idea that the Sabbath is a Jewish institution.
Not for Jews merely, who then had no existence, but for Adam
and all his posterity the Sabbath was made.
We ought to be full of thankfulness to our Creator that for the
benefit of man's body, mind, and soul He instituted the Sabbath
at the very beginning.
Before the Decalogue was formally given at Mount Sinai, in
which the Sabbath law is incorporated, the Sabbath existed, and
it was a sin to profane it. The account of the giving of the Ten
Commandments occurs in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, but we
read of the Sabbath in the sixteenth chapter in connection with the
giving of the manna. Then it was recognized that the seventh day
was" the holy Sabbath unto the Lord," and that to profane the
Sabbath was a refusal to keep Gbd's commandments and laws.
(See Exod. xvi. 23, 28, 29.)
The late BishopJ. C. Ryle well says : "My own firm conviction is,
that the observance of a Sabbath day is part of the eternal law of
God. It is not a mere temporary Jewish ordinance. It is not a
man-made institution of priestcraft. It is not an unauthorized
imposition of the Church. It is one of the everlasting rules which
God has revealed for the guidance of all mankind. It is a rule
that many nations without the Bible have lost sight of, and buried,
like other rules, under the rubbish of superstition and heathenism.
But it was a rule intending to be binding on all the children of
Adam" (Knots Untied, article" The Sabbath ").
2. Secondly, we believe the Sabbath law is of perpetual obligation.
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That is to say, it is a law given to be binding on all mankind
for all time.
It is an essential part of the moral law. Jehovah Himself
solemnly included it in the Ten Commandments which He gave
to Israel from the summit of Mount Sinai. Those Ten Commandments were distinct from all the other laws which God gave to
Moses. Alone of all the other laws the Ten Commandments were
spoken by J ehovah in the hearing of the nation. "These words
the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the
midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a
great voice: and He added no more. And He wrote them in two
tables of stone, and delivered them unto me" (Deut. v. 22).
The Ten Commandments constitute the moral law, that law
which teache8 us our duty towards God and our duty towards our
neighbour. The ceremonial laws given to Moses, all the laws
relating to the Aaronic priesthood, the temple, and its altars and
sacrifices, and all the laws relating to annual festivals and special
Sabbath days, were all temporary, and are now abolished, but the
mor(tllaw has been binding upon all men, as men, from the beginning, and is binding still. It is true that we are not under law
as a means of salvation. We have failed to obey its precepts and
we merit its penalty, the wages of our sin, which is death, eternal
separation from God. But Christ by His obedience unto death
has met on behalf of His people all the preceptive and penal claims
of the law, and by Divine grace, and not by their ovvn obedience
to law, they are saved. But Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound ~ God forbid. The aim of the believer is to "sin
not" (1 John ii. 1). But what is sin ~ "Sin is the tran gression
of the law," and no believer can rightly transgress God's law, though
he has sorrowfully to own that he often does so. The more deeply
sensible we are of God's saving grace, the more we shall love Him
Who has saved us by His grace, and the more we love Him, the
more shall we seek to obey His laws, and to avoid the sin of transgressing them.
Toplady, in his sermon, "Good News from Heaven," says, "We
who believe salvation to be the absolute gift of grace are the only
people that assert the due honours of the law, and establish its
authority on an tillshaken basis. . . . We establish its authority
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by grafting our obedience to it upon the never-dying principle of
love to Christ; by aiming at practical conformity to its precepts
as the grand visible evidence of our part in God's election and in
Messiah's redemption; by believing and asserting that it still
remains in full force, and will so remain while the sun and moon
endure, as the rule of our moral walk; and by beseeching God the
Holy Ghost to write it upon our hearts accordingly. For, whatever is absolutely of moral obligation is, and must be, in its very
nature, irrepealable. Thus does the joyful sound proclaim the
majesty, and even add to the sanctions, of the moral law. To
fulfil the whole righteousness of that law, and to endure its awful
penalty, as a Covenant of works, the Son of God Most High bowed
the heavens and came down. To make His ransomed people love
that law as a directory of conduct; and to make them actually
transcribe its maxims into their lives, as a medium of their conformity to God; the uncreated Spirit descends upon their souls
as a dove, and works in them both to will and to do.
" But still we must consider the law as in the hand of Christ:
and remember, that the love of God, graciously shed abroad in
the heart, is that only acceptable principle from which believers
act."
The Fourth Commandment, being part of the moral law, is as
binding as all the other Commandments of the Decalogue. The
moral law has existed from the beginning. It was always wrong
to kill, to commit adultery, to steal, to bear false witness, and to
covet. It was always wrong to be guilty of idolatry or to fail to
reverence God's Name and God's day.
Cain was held responsible for killing his brother, Jacob suffered
for deceiving his father, J oseph's brethren suffered for their illtreatment of their brother. These breaches of the law were before
the giving of the law from Mount Sinai. It was transgression of
the moral law which brought the flood. The earth was filled
with violence, and every imagination of man's heart was only
evil continually. "The men of Sodom were wicked and sinners
before the Lord exceedingly." Their sin was very grievous. That
is to say, they grievously transgressed the moralla,v. Hence the
judgment which came upon them. (See Gen. xiii. 13; xviii. 20.)
Just as it is sin to transgress the Sixth, so it is sin to transgress
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the Fourth Commandment. God has joined the Ten Commandments together. Let not man put them asunder.
A shoemaker told a London clergyman that he did not go to
Church because the Ten Commandments were read there, and
added, "We are not now under law." The clergyman, when
leaving the shop, took a pair of boots and carried them away under
his arm. The shoemaker ran after him, and said, " You are taking
my boots." "Oh," replied the clergyman/ "but yOlJ BmiJ, '·We aIe
not now under law.'" This story shows the absurdity of suggesting
that because we are not under the law as the means of salvation
we are not under law as a rule of conduct. Whatever the words
"not under law" mean, they refer to all the Ten Commandments,
but manifestly they do not mean that we are at liberty to break
either the Eighth or the Fourth Commandments.
The moral law is binding now. The believer says, "I delight
in the law of God a,fter the inward man." That is to say, he delights
in the moral law. (Compare Rom. vii. 7 with Rom. vii. 22.)
The Apostle Paul says we are to love one another, and adds, " he
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law." He then quotes many
of the Ten Commandments, and says, "Love worketh no ill to his
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom.
xiii. 8-10). The same apostle enjoins obedience to the Fifth
Commandment (Eph. vi. 1-3).
J ames says, " If ye fulfil the royal law according to the Scripture,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well," anfl he goes
on to say, " If thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art
become a transgressor of the law" (James ii. 8-12). Is it not
clear, then, that the moral law' is still binding as a rule of conduct,
and this includes the Fourth Commandment ~
3. Let us now think of the purpose for which the Sabbath leas
instituted.
(a) It was instituted to commemorate the work of creation.
On that day God rested from His creative work. The Sabbath
is to be observed, " For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it." (See
Gen. ii. 3; Exod. xx. 8-11.) Following six days of labour we
are to remember to keep the Sabbath day holy and to rest from
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our usual work, even as God rested from His creative work after
the six days of His creative power. Thus the observance of the
Sabbath is always a reminder of the great work of Creation, and
of the great Creator Himself. It is thus a means of keeping alive
the knowledge of the only living and true God, and of the great
and stupendous fact that He is the Creator of all things, and that
man in particular owes his being to God's special act of Creation.
Had this day been continually observed rightly there would have
been no lapse into idolatry, nor would the doctrine of Evolution
have had any place in our thoughts.
(b) It was instituted to commemorate the work of redemption.
Moses, inspired by the Spirit, said to Israel, "And remember
that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord
thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by
a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to
keep the Sabbath day" (Deut. v. 15). Because of their marvellous redemption from Egyptian bondage they were to keep
the Sabbath day. They were to recall this redemption especially
on that day. They were to recall the words which the Lord spake
to them from Mount Sinai when He said, "I am the Lord thy God,
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before Me" (Exod.
xx. 1-3). They were to keep the Sabbath and all the other Commandments as God's redeemed people and out of love to Him.
The redemption of God's people from Egypt was no doubt
typical of the greater redemption of God's people from the power
of Satan, and from the bondage and penalty of sin. On the Sabbath
day the Lord Jesus rested in the grave from the work of redemption,
and on the first day of the week He rose from the dead as the great
evidence that He had secured by His obedience unto death the
eternal redemption of His people. His resurrection was the great
proof that He had exhausted the penalty of sin, and secured the
eternal justification of His people. The day of His resurrection,
therefore--the first day of the week-has ever since been obs,erved
as the Lord's day, or the Christian Sabbath. Then it was that the
Head of the New Creation rose from the dead, and all His people,
having been Divinely created in Christ Jesus, shall eventually dwell
in the new heavens and the new earth wherein dwelleth righteous-
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ness. (See Col. i. 15; Rev. iii. 14; Eph. ii. 10; 2 Cor. v. 17 ;
2 Pet. iii. 13.)
The observance of the first day instead of the seventh was
sanctioned by our Lord and His apostles. (See John xx. 19, 26 ;
Acts xx. 6, 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2; Rev. i. 10.)
The principle is the same. Six days' work are followed by one
day of rest. Moreover, as God's redeemed people all His moral
laws are our rule of conduct.
(c) The Sabbath was instituted to signify the sanctification 0/
God's people.

The Lord said, "Verily, My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a
sign betwee,n Me and you throughout your generations; that ye
may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall
keep the Sabbath therefore: for it is holy unto you: everyone
that defileth it shall surely be put to death."
The observance of the Sabbath was intended to ignify that
Jehovah had sanctified and set apart Israel to be His Own special
people, and that He was their Covenant God. (See Exod. xxxi.
13, 14; Ezek. xx. 20.)
In like manner the due observance of the Lord's day signifies
that those who do observe it 'are a people who have been washed,
sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God. (See 1 Cor. vi. 11.)
It is the unholy and the profane who for the most part desecrate
the Lord's day.
(d) The Sabbath was instituted for the special worship 0/ God
the Oreator and Redeemer of His people.

"God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it" (Gen. ii. 3).
That is, apparently, He attached a blessing to its observance, just
as obedience to God's other Commandments bring blessing.
"Blessed are the undefi.led in the way, who walk in the law of
the Lord" (Psalm cxix. 1).
The Lord sanctified the day, set it apart specially for His service.
It was to be kept holy and apart from all other days. We read
that God says, " I will sanctify the tabernacle of the congregation,
and the altar: I will sanctify also both Aaron and his sons, to
minister to Me in the priest's office" (Exod. xxix. 44). This
helps us to understand what is meant by the sanctification of the
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Sabbath day. The tabernacle, the altar, and the Jewish priests
were all sanctified or set apart for the Lord's service. They were
not to be used for unholy or profane purposes, but for the service
of J ehovah. The priests were to minister unto Him. The altar
was used to approach God by the shedding of blood, and the
tabernacle was to be used for the offering of the blood of Atonement for the sins of the people. In like manner the Sabbath is to
be holy unto the Lord and holy unto His people, so as to be used
specially for His service. (Note" holy unto you" and" holy to
the Lord" in Exodus xxxi. 14, 15.) It might be said that the
Lord's people are to present their bodies" a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God," every day. That is true, but they are not
bidden to rest from work every day, whereas on the Sabbath day
all ordinary occupations were to cease so that the whole day might
be used for the service of God. That day is to be kept distinct from
all other days. The Sabbath day was to be one of the" holy
convocations."
The feast of unleavened bread and the feast of Pentecost, the
feast of trumpets, the day of Atonement, and the feast of tabernacles were also holy convocations. On these occasions the Lord
was to be specially worshipped and special offerings made. (See
Lev. xxiii.)
The word "convocation" suggests a calling together of the
people for worship. On the three great festivals especially the
men were to appear before the Lord at the place where He had
chosen to put His name (Deut. xvi. 16).
The Sabbath day, however, was to be observed in their dwenings
as well as at "holy convocations." "The seventh day is the Sabbath
of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein. It is
the Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings" (Lev. xxiii. 3). On
that day additional offerings were to be offered and therefore special
worship to be rendered to God. (See Num. xxviii. 9, 10.)
Our Lord's example, and that of His apostles, are a sufficient
guide to us as to how the Sabbath or Lord's day is to be observed.
It was our Lord's regular custom to go to the synagogue on
the Sabbath day, and "He taught in their synagogues, being
glorified of all." (See Luke iv. 15, 16.)
" The service (in the Synagogue) consisted in reading the Law
8
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and the Prophets .. and in prayers offered by the minister for
the people; the people responding' Amen' as with us " (Cambridge
Bible for Schools, on Matthew iv. 23. See also Acts xiii. 15, 27 ;
xv. 21; Luke iv. 17). Besides reading and prayer there was
preaching. "Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom,
and healing every sickness, and every disease among the people"
(Matt. ix. 35).
Paul also preached on the Sabbath day in the synagogues (Acts
xiii. 14-16, 44-8; xvii. 2, 3; xviii. 4; see also Acts xvi. 13).
Wben Christian Churches were formed, then, on the first day
of the week, the Lord's day or Christian Sabbath, the Christians
met together to break bread and to hear the Word of God. (See
Ads xx. 7.)
If we follow the example of our Lord and His apostles, therefore,
it will be our regular custom to attend our Christian synagogues
or meeting-places on the Lord's day. We shall beware of forsaking
the assembling ourselves together for public worship and for public
instruction in the Word of God. (See Heb. x. 25.)
It is clearly a duty for the Lord's people not only privately to
meditate on the Word of God in their own homes, and to give
themselves to prayer and praise in private, but also to attend to
the ordinances of public preaching,. prayer, and praise, and the
·ordinance of receiving the Lord's Supper. Our ascended Lord
.still raises up pastors and teachers, and the flock need to come
together to be fed, and the pastors are instructed ' to feed the
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood"
{Acts xx. 28).
The Apostle Paul taught "publicly" as well as "from house
to house." He declared unto the assembled saints" all the counsel
.of God."
Barnabas and Saul for" a whole year assembled themselves with
the Church, and taught much people" (Acts xi. 26; xx. 20, 25-8).
The Lord's Own command that His people are to "Do this in
remembrance of Me" involves their assembling together to that
end. It was the custom of the Corinthian Church to come together
for worship (see 1 Cor. xi. 17-34). The testimony of inspired
prdphets was intended to edify the assembled Church (1 Cor. xiv.
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4, 5, 16, 19, 23). The apostle's injunctions, "Let all things be
done unto edifying" and "Let all things be done decently and
in order," have reference to these Christian assemblies (1 Cor. xiv.
26, 40). By apostolic command the Epistle to the Colossians was
not only to be read to the assembled saints at Colosse, but it was
to be passed on for reading to the Church of the Laodiceans (Col. iv.
16). Thus the people of God met together often for public worship.
It was the Lord's intention that they should do so.
(e) The Sabbath was instituted as a day of rest from ordinary
work.
The six previous days are not to be spent in idleness. " SiJi:
.days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work." The Sabbath of
the Lord thy God, however, was to be a day when" thou shalt not
·do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates." The head of the household is made responsible to
see to it that neither he nor his family nor his visitors, nor his
cattle, shall, so far as he can prevent, do any work on God's holy
.day. Thus God, for the benefit of our bodies, minds, and souls,
has arranged for one day's rest in seven. Moreover, He also cares
for the dumb animals, that they too should have a day of rest
from ordinary toil. Our Lord's teaching and practice show that
this command does not forbid works of mercy and of real necessity.
Plainly, however, all buying and selling of newspapers, food and
-other things are forbidden.
We cannot in the face of this Divine command justify the running
,of trains, buses, tram-cars, and excursion steamers, or the opening
of places of amusement, or the indulging in golf, tennis, and cricket
-on the Lord's day.
We are to call" the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
.honourable." We are to avoid doing our pleasure, doing our
own ways, or speaking our own words on that special day (Isa.
lviii. 13).
No doubt there are differences of opinion amongst Christians as
to what are works of necessity and works of mercy. To our own
.Master we stand or fall. For our own part we have always avoided
the use of trains, tram-cars, and buses on the Lord's day. All
'work in reference to food and other things which can be done on
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Saturday is attended to. Our children were taken to public
worship as early as the age of three, and later they were taken
morning and evening. When there were no babies we have always
closed our house morning and evening for public worship. We
feel that by a little forethought and management most people can
have nice meals on the Lord's day, and yet be found twice at the
servIces.
We are convinced that both in the case of many ministers and
people there is considerable laxity in this matter, and much
unnecessary work and much indifference to the need of a day of
rest on the part of others.
The question of the due observance of the Lord's day needs to
be freshly faced by the Lord's people. We are persuaded that if
this were done, a great deal of Sunday travelling and a great deal
of Sunday labour would be avoided. Moreover, the hearts of many
faithful ministers would be cheered by seeing many who had got
into a fixed habit of attending public worship once only on the
Lord's day, attending twice.
The new efforts that are being made to remove the legal barriers
to a more open desecration of the Lord's day constitute a loud
call to God's true people to take more diligent and careful heed
to the Divine command, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
boly" (Exod. xx. 8).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

is Augustinianism, and Augustinianism is Paulism; and
the teachings of Paul are the teachings of God the Holy Spirit."John Calder.
"IF we only thought straight from Biblical premises touching the
natural man's sinfulness, more of mystery would appear in any man's
acceptance than in his rejecting. the Divine call to salvation. . . .
The unregenerate man-the natural man-is' dead in trespasses and
in sin.' It requires more than physical light for the physically dead
to see. There must be life; the physically dead must be quickened
to life before he can see the light of the noon-day sun. Just as true
is it that there must be spiritual life in order to be spiritual vision."Professor Thos. C. Johnson, Richmond, Va.

" CALVINISM
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The sceptre shall not depart f1"Om Judah, nor a lawgiver from between
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of
the people be."-GENEsIs xlix. 10.
HERE is one of the most glorious statements in Divine prophecy to
be found in the infallible Word, and I like to think of the Divine
significance in giving it its place in the blessing of Jacob, in the first
book of the Bible, so that at intervals throughout the precious pages
we have it kept in view and referred to by the Divine Author. Even
the unholy Balaam shall be made to declare the glorious truth, that
" there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out
of Israel" (Num. xxiv. 17). Later, the prophet Jeremiah was inspired
to foretell the coming of" their Governor (lawgiver) Who shall proceed
from the midst of them; and I will cause Him to draw near, and
He shall approach unto Me; for Who is this that hath engaged His
heart to approach unto Me ? saith the Lord" (Jer. xxx. 21), and Who
shall" bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on
his dwelling-places"; whilst the prophet Zechariah in chapter ten
is full of this same gracious declaration. And then in the opening
of the New Testament Matthew is inspired to trace the entire genealogy,
from Abraham, of this right royal tribe, "until Shiloh came," who
was even" Jesus 'Who is called Christ."
Thus the tribe of Judah was preserved, and though century after
century elapsed, yet our Covenant God keeps His promise, until He
shall come Whose right it is. All times and events but subserve Him,
and His counsel must stand and every prophecy be fulfilled concerning Him Who was to be born at Bethlehem-Ephratah, and 'Vho came
in fulness of time.
Oh! how lovely is the order, preciseness, and fulfilment of Holy
Scripture. And not a jot nor tittle can fail, because He has spoken
it, and He is God and not man. All must come to pass-all shall be
fulfilled. "Hath He said and shall He not do it?" "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away" (Matt.
xxiv. 35).
Judah must bear the significant name, the praise of the L01·d.
" Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise." Then again,
being the royal tribe, Judah went first in the order of the wilderness
march.
In later generations what a significant statement we find in 1 Kings
xii. 20, " There was none that followed the house of David, but the
tribe of Judah only"; and what a picture of the followers of David's
greater Lord! They were "not of double heart," and though in
a small way as regarded numbers, yet they were strong and banded
together and, showing faithful allegiance to their king, they prevailed.
Thus are the followers of King Jesus. They may appear a little
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company, poor and despised they may be and often are, but they are
faithful followers, humble subject:;:, and they have kissed the Son,
and cried, "Thine we are, King Immanuel; Thee we love and will
serve and follow and cleave unto." And if we would learn their
secret, we shall find it in Psalm lxxviii. 68, where we read how the
Lord" chose the tribe of Judah, the Mount Zion which He loved,"
and that reveals the wherefore of all the holy allegiance and devotion
of His subjects. They are" called, chosen, and faithful." And thus
in the Apocalyptic vision H;e is seen Who hath led and kept them"The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David" (Rev. v. 5).
The Source and Secret of all their conquest is in their royal Head.
And this brings us to the last clause of our text and to which we
have been leading up. As it was with particular emphasis that the
last sentence in our text was dropped in upon my soul most sweetly
during one of the night watches recently, and gave such a precious
line of meditation, I would endeavour to put a little of it on paper.
" And unto Him shall the gathering of the peoJ,ze be." There is a particular people spoken of, and One Who shall gather them. 'Ve referred
just now to the glorious title of our text as used by the unholy lips
of Balaam, and how solemn are the words which follow his declaration
of that Star of Jacob and Sceptre of Israel-" I shall see Him, but
not now: I shall behold Him, but not nigh." He was not one of
those people of our text who" shall be willing in the day of His power,"
and who shall be drawn to His feet and worship Him Lord of all.
" They sat down at Thy feet, everyone shall receive of Thy words."
That is the children's proper and rightful place, and it is there they
learn of Him and receive His words, as did Mary of Bethany. The
writer's maternal grandfather, when dying, was heard to be repeating
the words to his beloved Pastor, Joseph'Irons, "I know I must be
brought to the feet of Jesus"; and dear Mr. Irons wrote after that
visit :" I know I must be brought to Jesus' feet,
Or else I'm not prepared my Judge to meet.
I must be clad in Righteousness divine,
Or else Eternal Life-cannot be mine,"
An uncle also in later years sang, but a few hours before he wa
suddenly translated, another of that beloved Pastor's hymns :I

" My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings and soar away,
Would see His face, a palm to bear,
And bow the chief of sinners there,"
Yes, it is all subject to holy allegiance to King Jesus. They come
being" made willing," because they are thus drawn by irresistible
love and power. They come with weeping and supplications, in godly
sorrow for sin; they seek Him because they are weary and he3ovyladen; they war with indwelling sin; and they flee to the only Refuge
and find that with Him there is no casting out and no sending empty
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away. We have some lovely examples in the New Testament of the
many and varied characters who were brought to Him and taught
that He was their only hope for mercy, pardon, help, and healing.
They came for healing and got what they needed: "And great multitudes came unto Him, having with them those that were lame, blind,
dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus'
feet; and He healed them" (Matt. xv. 30). As dear John Kent sang;" What place for tempted souls 80 sweet?
'Tis here the weary rest."
Another, Jairus by name, "when he saw Him, he fell at His feet,
and besought Him greatly; saying, My little daughter lieth at the
point of death; I pray Thee, come and lay Thy hands on her, that
she may be healed; and she shall live " (Mark v. 22, 23). There, at
Jesus' feet for worship. And that dear Syrophenician woman who
presently received all that she asked for, " came and fell at His feet,"
and begged the efficacy of His Word for her poor afflicted daughter
(Mark vii. 25). His word with power sent forth the devil out of her
who was possessed. Ah! and there was the woman who w:as a sinner,
so conscious of her sinnership and her need, and who "stood at His
feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and
did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and
anointed them with the ointment." The Pharisee spoke within
himself and would have spurned the poor outcast sinner, but Jesus
receives her, forgives her, blesses her with the pardon that she sought
for. At His feet for pardon! We read of another, too, out of whom
Jesus commanded the legion of devils to depart. The man is found
" sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind" (Luke
viii. 35). What a rest and resting-place! The sorrowing Mary of
Bethany, too, knew that there at His feet was the only place for
comfort and consolation, when" she fell down at His feet, saying
unto Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died"
(John xi. 32), and the comfort and consolation were hers when the
Lord of resurrection life and power restored her brother unto her,
although he had been dead four d~ys already. And do you remember
that among the ten cleansed lepers there was but one "found that
returned to give glory to God," and this Samaritan" fell down on
his face at His feet, giving Him thanks" (Luke xvii. 16).
It brings us to the blessed truth of our text, dear reader, " And
unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." They come because
they are Divinely gathered. Yes, a people out of every nation, tribe,
and tongue, Jew and Gentile, from the very ends of the earth, kings
and princes, sons and daughters, the hidden one, the prodigal, the
wanderer, the backslider, the doubting one, the little ones, and the
lambs who must be carried-they shall all be brought to Jesus' feet
who are marked with the Shepherd's precious blood-mark. Doubtless
your heart is welling up with the longing desire expressed in the
language of the hymn (and which I believe first saw the light in the
pages of our time-honoured MAGAZINE) ;-
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" Oh I that, with yonder sacred throng,
I at His feet may fall;
There join the everlasting Hong,
And crown Him Lord of all !" (Perronet.)

" And unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." Gather! It
is a sweet, gentle word. It speaks volumes. It implies such skilfulness and tender drawing and constraining. Unless Divinely drawn
the straying sheep would never come; the wandering prodigal never
return to his father's home. The secret lies in the Great Shepherd
of everyone of His redeemed sheep, going after each one until He
find it. The Father's heart still yearns after his prodigal son, nntil
starvation, misery, and abject need compel him to arise and return,
confess, and mourn his erring past. He has been gathered to the
Father's heart and home to learn the sweetness of forgiveness and
loving welcome. To compel them to come in is the work of the Holy
Spirit. That is no forcing against their will, but a loving constraint.
The love of Christ constraineth them. "My people shall be willing
in the day of My power," and then it is that unto Him shall their
gathering be. "He shall gather the lambs with His arm." In Hi
set time to favour Zion He declares, "I will even gather you from
the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been
scattered" (Ezek. xi. 17). And, again, "I will surely as emble, 0
Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel" (Micah
ii. 12). To His afflicted, halting ones He says, "Behold, at that
time I will undo all that afflict thee; and I will save her that halteth,
and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and
fame in every land where they have been put to shame" (Zeph. iii. 19).
Such is the Divine" gathering" to show in each one God's so great
salvation. And you, dear reader, since you have blessedly been
brought to enter in experimentally, and know the joy of being thus
gathered, are never in soul rest unless you aTe at His feet, waiting
and hoping for fresh tokens of His love. You may be needing His
grace afresh in a variety of ways. You will be seeking for guidance
in your blindness, wisdom in your ignorance, forgiveness in your
sinfulness. And at His feet you will obtain your desire, for not one
has ever been sent empty away; and it is there you are brought to
rejoice in the exceeding preciousness of the all-cleansing, pardoning,
peace-speaking blood.
If that is our attitude when pouring out our heart's complaint, "e
shall know the blessedness of being gathered unto Him Who delighteth
in mercy, and we shall find increasing delight in sitting at His feet
as Mary did.
Blessed posture! A forgiven, gathered sinner worshipping at the
feet of his all-forgiving Saviour, Who has commanded His royal and
free blessings for His gathered saints and ever encourages them to
ask of Him blessings for others, who are laid upon their hearts and
whom they long after in the tender mercies of Jesus Christ, " And
unto Him shall the gathering of the people be."
R.
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THE BOW IN THE CLOUD.
A

SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" I do set My bow in the

cloud."-GENESIS

LAW,

ix. 13.

IN the rainbow there is a charm of which every eye is conscious.
It looks forth through the dark windows of the storm, and earth
rejoices in the reviving visit. Its lovely hues proclaim that the
gloom is past. It spans the clouds, as the fair herald of returning
clearness. Its noble form, its various shades of distinct and blended
colour, surpass all praise. Admiration can only say, It worthily
magnifies its mighty Maker.
Such delights become us. The book of nature is the penmanship
of God. Every line should be a sanctifying lesson. Enlightened
piety sings, " The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them
that have pleasure therein."
But the shining light of the bow teaches far more than that our
God is excellent to plan and almighty to perform. To receive its
especial instruction we must ponder its birth.
Let us go back, then, and take our station by the side of Noah,
when it first awakened his grateful thanks.
His feet again trod on the solid pavement of earth. But the sound
of rushing torrents had left their echo in his ear. The expanse of
desolation had not faded from his view. What had been, might be
again. Each gathering cloud might mantle the world in final ruin.
Each falling drop might open the sluices of another deluge. Thus
fears would lodge in his breast; and" fear hath torment."
From the foreboding patriarch, let us turn to our God. He is
glorious in tenderness, and pitifulness, and compassion, and watchful
care toward His people. It is His merciful will that they should
repose in perfect peace. He invites them to feed by the still waters
of confiding love. He would have the wings of each breeze to flutter
over them-laden with joy. He would have every shadow to spread
the covert of protection.
But how will He calm the trembling anxieties of Noah? A word
of heaven-sent promise might suffice. But He Who multiplies to
pardon, multiplies also to give comfort. His word indeed shall go
forth, but it shall go forth sealed with an enduring, ever-speaking
seal. He will call a new wonder into being. A smiling offspring of
the weeping cloud shall tranquilly assure the earth, that waters have
no more a mandate to lay waste.
And what is this wonder? An arch, cheering and bright, embraces
the firmament. On- a scroll of variegated light there is inscribed,
These storms drop fertility: they break to bless and not to injure.
How is this wonder framed? Jehovah's works are sublime in their
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simplicity. The sun looks forth from the opposite skies. Its rays
enter the descending drops, and returning to the eye in broken pencils,
paint the bow on the illuminated background. Heaven dries up the
tears of earth, and the high roof above seems to take up the Gospel
hymn, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
towards men."
Thus the bow is more than an evidence of skill and power. It is
the brilliant signet on God's preserving arm. It is the golden impress
by which He ratifies the Covenant, that "the waters shall no more
become a flood to destroy all flesh."
But faith looks further. It is ever intent to catch the image of
its beloved Lord. It has learned the sound principle, that the whole
field of nature reflects the beauties and glories of Jesus. It has read
the testimony, that He is the" true Light," and the" true Bread,"
and the" true Vine." Hence it is not slow to inquire, Is He not too
the truth of the" faithful witness in heaven "~ While it thus listens
to drink in some Gospel music from the bow, the word sounds plainly:
" For a small moment have I forsaken thee: but with great mercies
will I gather thee. In a little wrath, I hid My face from thee for
a moment: but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee,
saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah
unto Me: for as I have sworn, that the waters of Noah should no
more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth
with thee nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither
shall the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 7-10).
Here the great depths of God's love are broken up. As the deluge
overtopped the highest hills, so this assurance drowns the pinnacles
of doubt and hesitation. It places the Covenant of Noah in contrast
with the Covenant of Jesus. God promising to hold back a flood
pictures God, making oath, that He will save to the uttermost. The
earth safe from watery waste is the Church safe from all wrath.
But if the former had a pledge impressed oI;J. the firmament, much
more has the latter a seal of unfading perpetuity-even Jesus high
in the glories of heaven. Thus faith sees the bow in the cloud, and
adores the Saviour on the right hand of God.
But this is not all. The bow which cheers us in the first pages of
.our Bible, shines brightly to the last. We read in the Revelation
that John was in the Spirit-a door was opened before him in heaven
-and, behold, a throne was set. But what encircled it ~ The rainbow (Rev. iv. 3). As the vision advanced, he saw a mighty angel
come down from heaven clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow was
upon his head (Rev. x. 1). Thus in the fullest blaze of the Gospel,
the bow continued the chosen emblem of the grace and truth which
came by Jesus Christ.
How can we render thanks enough for this superadded pearl in
our diadem of encouragements ~ We are thus led to look for our
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bow on the brow of every threatening storm. In the world of nature
it is not always visible: but in the world of grace it ever shines ..
When the darkest clouds thicken around us, the Sun of Righteousness
is neither set nor has eclipse: and its ready smile converts the drops
into an arch of peace.
Let a few cases from the diary of experience illustrate this. In
our journey through the wilderness, the horizon is often obscured by
storms like these; terrors of conscience, absence of peace, harassing
perplexities, crushing burdens of difficulties. But from behind these
dusky curtains the bow strides forth in its strength.
It is indeed a cheerless day when terrors of conscience pour down
pitiless peltings. Spectres of past sins start up. A grim array of
bygone iniquities burst their tombs; and each terrifies by hideous
form, and each points to eternal death as its due. The light of life
\
seems excluded by the dread, Can there be hope when sins have been
"-v-so many and so grievous-and against the clearest knowledge-and
after such tender pardons, and such healings of mercy? Wild is this
tempest's roar: but in its midst faith can still look upwards, and
see Jesus with outstretched arms before the throne of God. There
is a rainbow upon His head, and the bright colours write, "Father,
forgive them." "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin." The darkness vanishes, and clear joy returns.
Absence of peace, too, is a heavy cloud. Many a cross of spiritual
distress lies in the believer's path. To-day he may recline joyously
on the sunny slopes of the Gospel: to-morrow the thunders of Sinai
affright. To-day David sits high at the banquet of the king-tomorrow he is an outcast in the cave of Adullam. Now the Church
rejoices in the voice of her Beloved, that knocketh, saying, "Open
tQ me "-soon she laments, "I sought Him, but I could not find
Him." I must not pause to explore the marches from which these
chilly mists arise. But it is sure that the fault is with our hearts.
Sin may be indulged-then comforts die. Means of grace may be
neglected-then heavenly eommunions are shut out. But in these
dreary hours the gladdening bow, which crowns the Redeemer's head,
will suddenly appear. In letters -of light the truth is emblazoned,
" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." "I
change not, therefore are ye not consumed." "I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee." Again the darkness vanishes, and clear joy
returns.
Perplexities are often as a mass of clouds. The pilgrim would
climb the hill of Zion, but impassable rocks are on either side: the
sea is in the front: the Egyptians in the rear. He sighs, as the lepers
of Samaria, " If we say, we will enter into the city, then the famine
is in the city, and we shall die there. And if we sit still here, we
die also" (2 Kings vii. 4). He is in the straits of David. The enemy
has left him desolate; his friends are ready to stone him (1 Sam. xxx. 6).
But he looks aloft to Jesus, and the bow is bright. The" faithful
and true Witness" cheers him onward: "This is the way, walk in
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it." "I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go, I will guide thee with Mine eye."
So, also, burdens of difficulties often oppress. The believer is ready
to sink beneath the weight. Moses felt this when he said, ""Vho
am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth
the children of Israel ~" But a bow was in the cloud, and it sparkled
with the promise, "Certainly I will be with thee!' He went and
prospered. The women on the way to the sepulchi~ere in gloom.
" Who," said they, " will roll us away the stone ~" But a bow was
in the cloud. Hoping against hope, they advanced, and the stone
was gone. Paul trembled, when he was to stand alone before the
tyrant and his court. But a bow was in the cloud, and he took
courage: "At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men
forsook me. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion."
Believer, have you, like Noah, been called by God into the ark of
salvation ~ Then, like Noah, you may trace the bow in every trial
and discouragement. Go forward unclismayed, for you are encompassed
with heaven's hosts of Covenant grace. Nothing can separate from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. You believe, that no waters
can again destroy this earth. So believe, that neither sin, nor Satan,
can sweep you to perdition. Your" life is hid with Christ in God."
The eternal God is your tower of security. The arms of Christ are
the guards around you. While God is God, mightier than Satan,
you are safe. While Christ is Christ, all-sufficient to redeem, you are
safe. Behold the bow. Satan cannot pluck it from the skies. Behold
your Jesus. Satan cannot reach His throne.
But do any extol the beauties of the bow, who are strangers to
the sheltering ark ~ Alas! it is no harbinger of peace to such. It
tells, indeed, that God is love, and God is true. But love rejected
is no friend: and truth unheeded is a relentless foe. When the clouds
blacken, let such tremble: for truth says, " upon the wicked He ",ill
rain fire and brimstone, storm and tempest." When the bow gleams
sweetly forth, let them tremble: for it warns, God has set me here
as a pledge, that His word can-not be broken.
Believer, these lines guide you to look upward; may they also
help you to look onward! Here you have no bow without a cloud
and without a storm. Here you see Jesus only by the eye of faith,
in emblems, in records, and in means of grace. But soon, throughout
eternity's calm brightness, you will gaze upon the bow of His glory.
And as you gaze, you will shine, even as He shines. For we shall
be like Him, when we shall see Him as He is (1 John iii. 2).
" IF you were to go about telling people that you had an inheritance
worth a million of worlds, and you were to be out of temper for halfan-hour about a thing not worth sixpence, they would not believe

you."-W. Tiptaft.
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SERMONETTE.
"THINGS THAT ACCOMPANY SALVATION."
-HEBREWS vi. 9.

By

THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A.,

B.D.

~AL" ATI01'

is 01 tree grace, and not at works. On believing the Gospel
and trusting in the merits of the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
Who" died for our sins" and rose again, the chief of sinners is saved,
through His finished work. But though our own works had nothing
to do with our salvation we have become God's willing servants, as
the Apostle Paul writes: "But now being made free from sin" (that
is, from its guilt and reigning power) "and become servants to God,
ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life " (Rom.
vi. 22).
Love and gratitude are the motives, for we are already forgiven
and saved, in heart experience, and are assured of future salvation,
when we shall receive the end of our faith, even the salvation of our
souls, at the appearing of Jesus Christ (see 1 Pet. i. 7-9).
"I would not work my soul
That work my Lord has
But I would work like any
From love to God's dear

to save,
done:
slave,
Son."

Alas, how short of this do most Christians come, especially in these
degenerate days! Yet it is God's will that by His grace His children
should show forth His praise, and " adorn in all things the doctrine
of God their Saviour" (Titus ii. 10), for" We m·e His workmanship
created in Ohrist Jesus unto good works, which God afore prepared that
we should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). This is also taught in Paul's
Epistle to Titus, " For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world; looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works" (chapter ii. 11-14).
We may gather from many Scriptures what these" good works"
are. I will cite two or three as illustrative of this: Colossians iii. 12--14,
" Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put on charity (love), which is the bond of
perfectness." Yes, love, the fruit of the Spirit, is the grace from
which proceed" good works," for" love is the fulfilling of the law."
Again, shining as lights in the world, and also testimony, "Holding
forth the word of life" (see Phil. ii. 15, 16), are among the things
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which accompany salvation. So also is helping those fellow-Christians
who are poor in this world. When in the sixth chapter of the Epistle
to the Hebrews the Apostle is warning against the awful danger of
falling away from a profession of Christianity, he adds: "But,
beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not unrighteous
to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward
His name, 1:n that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister"
fReb. vi. 9, 10).

A

OVER AND UNDER.
LAST month my message was Psalm xci. 1, and another portion from
that very precious Psalm has been singing in my heart-the over and
under of verse 4. The Holy Book is exhaustless in its tender imagery.
The Christ-loved reader finds fresh and deep reading and inward
rejoicing in well-known words. The Holy Spirit reveals often in
wakeful hours of night, often in times of waiting, often in anxious
times, often in pain, often in times of suspense. He opens out
treasures in the darkness, as well as in hours of overflowing joy.
We are living now in very difficult, very serious, and very awful
times, when the Lord's people find Him indeed more and more" a
little sanctuary" to which they can always repair when in distress of
mind, body, or soul. "0 Lord, I am oppressed, ttnde1'take for me,"
is our cry as apparently hopeless circumstances arise and we see only
barriers on every side. But as we cling to Him with the cry, "Lord, I
am oppressed, undertake for me," the admonition and assurance in
His word is, " Casting all your care upon Him: for He careth for you."
The care is His. He careth. He is silently planning. He is working
out thy relief, dear anxious soul. He is undertaking and overruling.
" Through waves, and clouds, and storms,
He gently clears thy way;
Wait thou His time; so shall the night
Soon end in joyous day.
Leave to His sovereign sway,
To choose and to command;
With wonder filled. thou then shaH own
How wise, how ~trong His hand."

" Because thou hast made the Lord, the most H'igh, thy habitation;
there shall no evil befall thee." Couple this with verse 1: "He
that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High hall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty." We see the strong assurance and the
strong consolation. Note the" most High." The words are twice
repeated in this Psalm. Note the word" habitation" and its meaning
-place of abode, dwelling. But the words which have arrested me
lately have been more particularly the over and under implied in verse
4. Of course we infer that dwelling means nearness to the Head of

-

The Gospel Magazine

121

the dwelling, most especially when dwellirig in the secret place of
the most High-the Almighty. His secret place denotes intimacy,
access. It is expressed in another Psalm, " the secret of Thy presence"
and" secretly in a pavilion." In Psalm xxvii. we read, "In the
time of trouble He shall hide Me in His pavilion; in the secret of
His tabernacle shall He hide me," all intimating very special protection
and privilege of access. And this is the position between the sinner,
the redeemed sinner, and his redeeming God. :1
" So nigh, so
I cannot
For in the
I am as

very nigh to God,
nearer be ;
Person of His Soh
near as He."

To return to the words, "under His wings shalt thou trust," and
the" over." "He shall cover thee with His feathers." How close,
how near to Him. Dear child of God, notice the repeated" He shall,"
~nd "thou shalt" and "they shall." "He shall cover." Cover
what ~ whom ~ Thee, the beloved of the Lord, the inhabitant, the
dweller in the secret place of the most High. Cover-hidden from
view. How shall He cover ~ With what shall He cover ~ With
His, His feathers. Now feathers are a growth, a growth of the wings
-and consequently Himself. Do you see the inference, dear reader ~
So above thee are His feathers.
Then the" under," "under His wings shalt thou trust." I see
the Revised Version renders it, "He shall cover thee with His pinions,
and under His wings shalt thou take refuge"; and the Prayer Book
version is, " He shall defend thee under His wings, and thou shalt be
-"afe under His feathers."
Safely sheltered there, safely covered, safely hidden by and in
Himself. "Thou hast covered all their sin." "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered." So the believer is
not only covered for safety from enemies outside, but from the great
·enemy, sin; covered by Himself" Who gave Himself for our sins."
" Cover thee with His feathers." What soft warm covering! How
tenderly the Lord cares for His -people, His sin-forgiven people, His
fearing people, and His trusting people!
"Under His wings shalt tho~ trust." Not only tender care is
implied, but almighty power under His strong wings. We see
tenderness coupled with strength. "In the shadow of Thy wings will
I rejoice."
" There is a safe and secret place
Beneath the wings Divine,
Reserved for all the heirs of grace:
Oh! be that refuge mine I
He feeds in pastures large and fair,
Of love and truth Divine:
o child of God, 0 glory's heir,
How rich a lot is thine! ..
NETTlE.
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"WHAT GOD HATH JOINED TOGETHER."

" What therefore God /tath joined together let not man put asunder."MARK x. 7.
THE opening words of the tenth chapter of the Gospel by Mark are
full of fragrant instruction. In the first place, why did the Lord
journey from Capernaum to Judrea " by the farther side of Jordan,"
instead of by the usual route ~ The thought has sometimes occurred
that He needed to be alone, and that He thus sought solitarv retirement; or that He had some special errand of grace. How lo;'ely are
the silences of Scripture! how expressive! Then we have the double
fact that" the people resort to Him again"; and that" as He war,
wont, He taught them again." This is true to the present hour.
The word again is one of Mark's frequent words: he uses it twenty-sL""\:
times.
This chapter then tells us of the question asked by the Pharisees
concerning divorce, tempting Him. His answer silenced their cavil,
and should be loyally emphasized now by every servant of God. During
the past five years there has been an annual average of 1100 decrees of
divorce made absolute in England; thus involving more than eleven
thousand persons. This national iniquity is calling for national
judgment, which will most certainly fall.
But the Lord's reply may help us to a profitable' consideration of
certain things which God has joined together, and which cannot be
put asunder without spiritual loss.
1. God has joined together Diligence and Prosperity. There are
two truths displayed in the tenth chapter of the Book of Proverbs
in the most perfect harmony. Verse 4 tells us that" the hand of the
diligent maketh rich"; verse 22 tells us that" the blessing of the
Lord, it maketh rich." The harmony is vital and essential. This is
beautifully laid down in Peter's second Epistle. He addresses those
who already pOEses " all things that pertain unto life and godliness" ;
and then exhorts them to add certain things to the all things. Nay,
more: he exhorts to a loving humble diligence in thus growing in
grace by this addition. It is very true that there may be an unskilful
handling of Gospel precepts; but this must not be allowed to hinder a
Gospel handling of them in our testimony. "What therefore God
hath joined together let not man put asunder."
2. God has joined together Promise and Precept. All through the
Word it will be found that it is in " keeping His commandments there
is great reward." Every promise contains the seed of a precept:
every precept contains the seed of a promise. One of the most prominent instances of this truth is in 2 Corinthians vii. 1. After the golden
words that close the sixth chapter we have the golden words that
open the seventh chapter. "Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God." I am fully aware, to my deep
sorrow, that certain teachers have called this testimony "legal,"
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but I fail to see that what belongs to the Gospel can be legal. No:
when the soul is in a healthy condition Godward, there will be a
tender love of every precept, and a tender desire to walk in Gospel
obedience.
3. God has joined together Justification and Sanct~fication. This
thought is a natural sequence of the former; but several pages would
be needed for a full opening. Suffice it therefore to place this truth
very briefly by pointing to its occurrence in the Epistle to the Romans.
There we have the doctrine of Justification placed before us in three
aspects. In chapter iii we are "justified freely by His grace." In
chapter iv, justification is by faith. And in chapter v we are" justified
by His blood." What a sweet and holy blending of doctrine and
experience! But how does chapter vi begin ~ Surely, if sinners are
thus interested in a threefold justification, they may live carelessly ~
This would be the inference of the carnal mind: but now we have the
vehement NO! "What then, shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound ~ God forbid!" Oh, what ungodly practice has been the
result, from Paul's day to our own, of this ungodly inference! Therefore, what God hath joined together it is at man's peril to put asunder:
and may God help us to avoid the peril.
4. God has joined together Seeking and Finding. It is with relief
that the pen turns to this sweet truth. What a holy sweetness there
is in seeking! What a holy sweetness there is in finding! And,
blessed be God, no man can put these two things asunder, for they are
vitally and eternally joined together. This page could not contain
one-tenth part of the declarations of the mind of God to be traced in
Scripture confirmatory of this truth. And it would require very
many pages in which to record our experiences of this truth. How
my poor prayers "work together" with God's rich eternal purposes
I cannot comprehend, but I very certainly do know that they work
together. Can you not say the same, beloved reader ~ Let the tears
flow freely from our hearts and eyes as we thus record our joyful
testimony.
5. God has joined together Keeping and Being Kept. The word
kept occurs three times in the Epistle of Jude in a. beautiful setting.
"Set apart by God the Father, preserved (kept) in Jesus Christ"
until we are called; and then called. Later, after describing those
who fall away from an empty religion, the apostle exhorts: "keep
yourselves in the love of God"; and finally ascribes all " to Him Who
is able to keep you from falling." Now, here again there is no disharmony. If I realize that I am one who has been set apart for salvation, preserved in Jesus, and called by grace, shall I not desire to keep
myself within the enjoyment of His love ~ A child may displease his
father, and argue that his wrong-doing will not dissolve the relationship; but it will interrupt the expression of that father's love. So
here: the precept is a loving exhortation to abstain from those things
that grieve the Holy Spirit, and to seek to follow those things that are
consistent with our Father's love of us and our love to Him. "We
9
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love Him because He :first loved us "; and therefore what He has
joined together let us not try to put asunder.
6. God has joined together Grace and Glory; and, blessed be His
Name, nothing can ever disunite them! "The Lord God is a Sun and
Shield; the Lord will give grace and glory." Glory shall crown what
grace here begins; and nothing shall hinder or prevent the fruition.
"What shall we then say to these things ~" I"isten! this: that
there is no power of man or violence of Satan that can separate us
from the love of Christ. And Paul answers his own question (Rom.viii)
by enumerating first seven things and then ten things that cannot and
shall not separate one who is eternally loved from the eternal enjoyment of that love.
Oricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE BLESSING OF ABRAHAM.
THE Lord said that He came not to destroy, but to fulfil the law.
And He taught us that its claims are such that He Himself alone has
ever been able to keep it. David knew something of its extent: it
was " exceeding broad"; and with that revelation (from God) he
saw an end to all hope of ever being perfect. In the old times" all
the people said' Amen' " to the curses that Moses pronounced against
flagrant transgressors. But the Lord brought them in guilty who
thought evil in their hearts (as we so helplessly do), although their
hands might be as clean as fuller's soap could make them. Moses
said, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." How hard that is,
but the Lord said, "Love your enemies"; and when Paul thought
on these things, and when his heart, like that of God's king in J arusalem,
showed him something of what wickedness was, he said, " 0 wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me ~" But he thanked God through
Jesus Christ his Lord, through Christ Who had spoken such woes to
the Pharisees and hypocrites. Paul himself had been a Pharisee, he
had compassed sea and land to make proselytes, had been righteous
before men above all his equals. It was to just such that the Lord
said, woe unto you: but He had taken away all maledictions from
His chosen vessel, and had enriched him with all the benediction that
God could devise and bestow. God had blessed him. Yea, and he
was blessed. None could reverse it. All the perils that he might
encounter, all his hungerings, labourings, watchings, all of them showed
only what had been laid up for his profit. It might be in the hearts
of some to curse him, as it was in the desire of Balaam to curse Israel.
But the Lord would not hearken unto Balaam, therefore he blessed
'1 them still. David knew that there was nothing in the imprecations
that strangers to the love of God might hurl at th'lse who had the
Lord on their side. " Let them curse," he said, " but bless Thou."
He was poor and needy, and his heart was wounded within him
(Ps. cix), but he would praise Him, Who was to call whom He would
to Him, and say to them, " Blessed are the poor in spirit. . . . Blessed
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are )he meek.
Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after
righteousness." Woe, the Lord said, to those who are rich and full,
who are at ease in Zion, not afflicted with the affliction of Joseph ;
but adding house to house, and not caring anything about the operation of His hands, or the power of His might and Spirit. But" blessed
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted."
It was while as yet he had no son that Abraham believed God. He
had nothing to see, feel, or rejoice in, while he staggered not in unbelief of God's promise. Blessed are ye poor, Christ said, blessed with
faithful Abraham. He is the father of the faithful, they are the seed
which the Lord hath blessed. He left his first ways, he went out not
knowing into what, but he looked and he waited and he prayed and
he hoped, and he knew what darkness was. But the God of judgment
was his God. The time was fixed, the promise sure, and the blessed
Abraham waited for Him.
And we who mourn the desolateness of our own souls, the meagreness of our knowledge of the love of God, the darkness and insufficiency
of our minds, the sin that does so easily beset us-it may be that we
are blessed with faithful Abraham.
FOLLOWER-ON.

EMINENT COMMENTATORS ON THE SABBATH.
DR. JOHN OWEN.
" I do affirm that the weekly observation of a day to God for Sabbath
ends is a duty ncttural and moral, which we are under a perpetual and
indispensable obligation unto-namely, from that command of God,
which, being a part of the law of our creation, is moral, indispensable,
and perpetual."
" From these particular instances we may return to the consideration
of the law of the decalogue in general, and the perpetual power of
exacting obedience wherewith it is accompanied.
" That in the Old Testament it is frequently declared to be universally obligatory, and hath the same efficacy ascribed unto it, without
putting in any exceptions to any 01 its commands or limitations of its
number, I suppose will be granted.
" The authority of it is no less fully asserted in the New Testament,
and that also absolutely without distinction, or the least intimation
of excepting the fourth command from what is affirmed concerning the
whole. It is of the law of the decalogue that our Saviour treats,
Matthew v. 17-19. This He affirms that He came not to dissolve,
as He did the ceremonial law, but to fulfil it; and then affirms that not
one jot or tittle of it shall pass away. And making thereon a distribution of the whole into its several commands, He declares His disapprobation of them who shall break, or teach men to break, anyone
of them. And men make bold with Him, when they so confidently
assert that they may break one of them, and teach others so to do,
without offence. That this reacheth not to the confirmation of the
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seventh day precisely, we shall afterwards abundantly demonstrate.
" In like manner St. James treats concerning' the whole law' and
all the commands of it (chapter ii. 10, 11). And the argument he
insists on for the observance of the whole,-namely, the giving of it by
the same authority,-is confined to the decalogue, and the way of God's
giving the law thereof, or else it may be extended to all Mosaical institutions expressly contrary to his intention."
" It must, therefore, necessarily be allowed that there were two sorts
of Sabbaths amongst them [the Jews]. The first and principal was the
weekly Sabbath, so called from the rest of God upon the finishing of
His works. This being designed for sacred and religious uses, other
days separated unto the same ends in general came, from their analogy
thereunto, to be called Sabbaths also, yea, were so called by God
Himself, as hath been deClared. But the distinction and difference
between these Sabbaths was great. The one of them was ordained
from the foundation of the world, before the entrance of sin, or giving
of the promises, and so belonged unto all mankind in general; the
others were appointed in the wilderness as a part of the peculiar Church
worship of the Israelites, and so belonged unto them only. The one
of them was directly commanded in the decalogue, wherein the law
of our creation was revived and expressed; the others have their
institution expressly among the residue of ceremonial, temporary
ordinances."
" It cannot be said that the religious observance of one day in seven,
as a holy rest unto God, is abolished by Christ, without casting a great
reflection of presumption on all the Churches of Christ in the worldI mean that now are, or ever were so; for they all have observed and
do still observe such a day."-(The WQ1'ks of John Dwelt, D.D., vo!. xix,
pp. 347, 372, 382, 383.)
DR. CHARLES HODGE.

"The original and universal obligation of the law of the Sabbath may
be inferred from its having found a place in the Decalogue. As all the
other commandments in that fundamental revelation of the duties of
men to God and to their neighbour, are moral and permanent in their
obligation, it would be incongruous and unnatural if the fourth should
be a solitary exception."
" It is a simple historical fact that the Christians of the apostolic
age ceased to observe the seventh, and did observe the first day of the
week for religious worship. Thus from the creation, in unbroken
succession, the people of God have, in obedience to the original command, devoted one day in seven to the worship of the only living and
"\. true God. It is hard to conceive of a stronger argument than this for
the perpetual obligation of the Sabbath as a Divine institution. It
is not worth while to stop to answer the objection, that the record
of this uninterrupted observance of the Sabbath is incomplete. History does not record everything. We find the fountain of this river
of mercy in paradise; we trace its course from age to age; we see its
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broad and beneficent flow before our eyes. If, here and there, in its
course tJlrough millenniums, it be lost from view in a morass or cavern,
its reappearance proves its identity and the divinity of its origin.
The Sabbath is to the nations what the Nile is to Egypt, and you
might as well call the one a human device as the other. Nothing but
Divine authority and Divine power can account for the continued
observance of this sacred institution from the beginning until now."
- "Everyone knows, however, that the apostolic churches were
greatly troubled by Judaizers, who insisted that the Mosaic law continued in force, and that Christians were bound to its prescriptions
with regard to the distinction between clean and unclean meats, and
its numerous feast days, on which all labour was to be intermitted.
These '!ere the false teachers and this was the false doctrine against
which so much of St. Paul's Epistles was directed. It is in obvious
reference to these men and their doctrines that such passages as those
cited above (Col. ii. 16; Rom. xiv. 5) were written. They have no
reference to the weekly Sabbath, which had been observed from the
creation, and which the apostles themselves introduced and perpetuated
in the Christian Church."-(Dr. Charles Hodge on the Fourth Commandment. Systematic Theology, vo!' iii, pp. 324, 330, 332.)
BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" Let us learn in the first place, from this passage (Matt. xii. 1-13)
that our Lord Jesus Ohrist does not do away with the ob~ervance of a
weekly Sabbath day. He neither does so here nor elsewhere in the
four Gospels. We often find His opinion expressed .about Jewish
errors on the subject of the Sabbath. But we do not find a word to
teach us that His disciples were not to keep a Sabbath at all.
" It is of much importance to observe this. The mistakes that have
arisen from a superficial consideration of our Lord's sayings on the
Sabbath question, are neither few nor small. Thousands have rushed
to the hasty conclusion that Christians have nothing to do with the
fourth commandment, and that it is no more binding on us thlm the
Mosaic law about sacrifices. There is nothing in the New Testament
to justify any such conclusion. The plain truth is that our Lord did not abolish the law of the weekly
Sabbath. He only freed it from incorrect interpretations, and purified
it from man-made additions. He did not tear out of the decalogue
the fourth commandment. He only stripped off the miserable traditions with which the Pharisees had incrusted the day, and by which
they had made it, not a blessing, but a burden. He left the fourth
commandment where He found it-a part of the eternal law of God,
of which no jot or tittle was ever to pass away. May we never forget
this."
" In leaving the subject, let us beware that we are never tempted
to take low views of the sanctity of the Christian Sabbath. Let us
take care that we do not make our gracious Lord's teaching an excuse
for Sabbath profanation. Let us not abuse the liberty which He has
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so clearly marked out for us, and pretend that we do things on the
Sabbath from' necessity and mercy,' which in reality we do for our
own selfish gratification. . . . May we all watch our own conduct on
this subject! Saving Christianity is closely bound up with Sabbath
observance. May we never forget that our great aim should be to
'keep the Sabbath holy!' Works of necessity may be done: 'It is
lawful to do well,' and show mercy. But to give the Sabbath to idleness, pleasure-seeking, or the world, is utterly unlawful. It is contrary to the example of Christ, and a sin against a plain commandment
of God."-(Expository Thoughts on Matthew, by the late Bishop J. C.
Ryle, pp. 121-124.)
BISHOP HANDLEY MOULE.
" As to the observance of a Divinely-consecrated Weekly Rest, it
is evident (from Gen. ii. 3 and Exod. xx. 8-11, and cf. such passages of
prophetic doctrine as Isaiah lviii. 13, 14) that the institution stands
on a very different level from that of the monthly and yearly Mo~aic
festivals. It is antecedent to all Jewish law, and in the Decalogue of
Exodus it is based on strictly universal grounds, and placed among the
great elements of moral duty."-(Bishop Handley MouIe's Cambridge
Bible for Schools, Romans, p. 224.)
DR. DA VID BROWN.
" In what sense now is the Son of Man Lord of the Sabbath day ~
Not surely to abolish it-that surely were a strange lordship, especially
just after saying that it was made or instituted for MAN-but to own
it, to interpret it, to preside over it, and to ennoble it, by merging it in
, the Lord's Day' (Rev. i. 10), breathing into it an air of liberty and
love necessarily unknown before, and thus making it the nearest
resemblance to the eternal Sabbatism."-(Dr. David Brown on Matthew
xii. 8.)
CANON A. R. FAUSSET.
"The weekly Sabbath is permanent, having been instituted in
Paradise long before the Mosaic law, to commemorate the completion
of creation in six days. The typical Sabbaths (Heb. iv. 9) must remain
till the antitypical sabbatism appears. Leviticus xxiii. 38 expressly
distinguishes 'the Sabbaths of the Lord' from the other Sabbaths."
-(Canon A. R. Fausset on Colossians ii. 16.)
DR. GRIFFITH THOMAS.
" The Sabbath for Man (Gen. ii. 1-3).-StrictIy, this section should
be placed in close connection with chapter i, as the crowning point of
the record of the days of creation. As the Sabbath is mentioned here
for the first time we are justified in inquiring as to its fundamental
purpose and principles.
" The Sabbath should first be considered in its primary meaning.
In the light of God's creative work the fundamental and primary idea
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of the Sabbath is twofold: cessation from work, and satisfaction
after work.
" The Sabbath should then be noticed as a Divine institution. The
very familiar term, ' sanctify,' occurs first here, and we are enabled to
see thiJ,t its root idea is ' separation' or 'consecration.' God separated
-i.e., set apart--the Sabbath to be consecrated to a special purpose.
" The Sabbath should be emphasized as of permanent obligation.
The institution of the Sabbath is evidently grounded in creation, and
is therefore pre-Mosaic, and not at all to be limited to the Jews. It is
noteworthy that the fourth Commandment calls attention to the
Sabbath as an already existing fact. (' Remember the Sabbath day,'
Exodus xx. 8.) There are many indications, both in Genesis and in
Babylonian records, that the Sabbath was part of the primeval revelation which received fresh sanction under Moses Only in this way
can the universality of the tradition and the precise wording of the
fourth Commandment be explained.
"The Sabbath should be carefully understood as to its essential
elements. God's rest after creation is put forth as the reason and
model of man's weekly rest. It involves the special consecration to
God of a portion of our time. While it affords physical rest and
recreation of energies, it also calls for the worship of God. Nor are
we to lay any stress on the da,y, since no one can now say for certain
that any particular day of the week is, literally, the seventh day from
the close of creation. It is the institution, not the day, that must be
emphasized. Whether we think of the physical, or the mental, or the
spiritual results of the observance of the Sabbath day, we are face to
face with one of the fundamental facts of human life. The law of
God and the needs of man combine to make the observance of the
Sabbath an absolute necessity."-(The Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas,
D.D., in his Devotional Commentary on Genesis, pp. 33, 34.)

THE PRAISE OF MEN.
THE praise of men, why crave its faintest breath
How can it help me in the hour of death ~
Or show me, in distracting days of strife,
The peaceful path to everlasting life ~
Why should I lose the promised joys I seek
To feed on words my fellow-mortals speak ~

~

Press on, my soul; the day is drawing near
When thou thy gracious Master's praise wilt hear;
Let me have daily speech with Him, and then
I shall not need the praise and smiles of men:
Till then I tread the pathway that He trod,
And wait in patience for the praise of God.
WILLIAM WILEMAN .
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
T"'o the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A devoted missionary writes: "Thank you very
much indeed for sending me such a nice parcel. I cannot express
in words our gratitude, for we were rather short of tracts and books
so that it was indeed welcome, and we praised God for it. I was glad
to see some of the cards 'Trust.' They were much blessed in the
past~ The books, too, are so helpful. Thank you so much for all.
May the Lord bless you. We have had much blessing on the work.
To God be all the glory. We have the joy of seeing souls Eaved. The
spiritual need is great everywhere, and the time is short for service
down here. Jesus is coming. You will be glad to know that the
word spoken in the meetings has been made a· blessing to many."
A friend, in sending a subscription, says, "We are living in trying
and anxious times, I might say perilous ones, and it makes one wonder
what will be brought about. Truly we need the' Fear Nots' with
unction and power." Will the friends of the soldier and sailor remember
our labours ?
.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, Feb1'uary, 1931.
CHRIST AND THE LAW.
" IF the law could have abated anything of its demands, there would
have been no necessity for Christ's fulfilling it by His obedience and
death. But the law was unalterable. It could not be satisfied with
any obedience, but what was absolutely holy, just, and good; and as
all men had failed in paying it this obedience, they must therefore
have been punished in their own persons, unless God, out of the riches
of His wisdom and grace, had found out a way by which the honour
of His law might be advanced, and yet the sinner might be saved.
And that was by sending His Son to fulfil the law. He was equal to
this work because He was God, equal with the Father; and He took
our nature, and God and man were united in one Christ, that He
might be capable of doing and suffering and meriting in an infinite
degree. Accordingly, in the fulness of time He stood up in the place
of sinners; and therefore He became liable to do and to suffer
whatever the law and justice demanded, that having magnified the
law by obeying its precepts, and made it honourable by suffering
its penalties, the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in them
who should believe on Him to everlasting life; but the law is still
in force to condemn everyone who does not savingly believe
on Him, and will be for ever in force to inflict the deserved
punishment." - W. Romm·ne.
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loIRs' lPage.

JUSTIFICATION.
THIS long word is a very important one. It occurs many times in the
Bible, especially in the Epistles of the Apostle Paul. It has something
to do with every young person who reads this. Let us, therefore, ask
for the guidance and teaching of the Holy Spirit that we may learn
from the Scriptures all about this striking word.
You know·what it means to justify-to declare just or righteous.
If you hear of a girl who has done something wrong, you may sayI cannot justify her conduct in this case. The kind of persons whom
we justify are those whom we believe to be innocent of a charge made
against them. Our courts of justice exist to try cases of people charged
with crimes. What a terrible position a person finds himself in, who
is amongst the number! He cannot be justified unless proved to be
innocent of the charge brought against him. But a wonderful truth
is made known in the Scriptures. God is spoken of as "Him that
justifieth the ungodly" (Rom. iv. 5). He justifies the unjust, the
ungodly. Surely we are all unjust by nature. We read, "There is
not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not," and
in Romans iii. it is very clearly taught that" all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God." With regard to the fact of ungodliness,
all are alike. Some may not be sunk in idolatry and outward sins.
All have not committed crimes for which they may be put into prison
and punished. Some. are respectable sinners, but we all "come short."
No man can belong to the Life Guards who is under six feet in height.
He is disqualified if he is 5 feet Ht inches just as certainly as if his
height were only five feet. He comes short. So we are all ungodly
and therefore" come short" of God's standard. A woman whom I
know tells me that she is not so bad as others, and that she is quite
as good as some who make a profession. But no excuse alters the fact
that we all " come short."
Now how can God justify the_ ungodly ~ He cannot justify sin,
" The wages of sin is death" (Rom. vi. 23). But He justifies a sinner
because "Christ died for the ungodly." Christ shed His precious
blood, and it is on the ground of His sacrifice that a sinner who trusts
in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation is justified-all his sins are forgiven and he is accounted righteous.
The wonderful truth that our gracious God justifies the ungodly
is brought to our notice in the Scriptures in three different ways.
The believer is justifieda. By the blood of Jesus (Rom. iii. 25)-" the precious blood of
Christ." See 1 Peter i. 19, and other passages. Well may we sing;" Whose precious blood redeemed me
At such tremendous cost."

b. By the grace of God. Grace means free, unmerited favour.
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" Being justified freely by His grace" (Rom. iii. 24). "By grace are
ye saved" (Eph. ii. 8). "God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten son" (John iii. 16).
c. By faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour of sinners. "Being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Rom. v. 1). "Justified by the faith of Christ" (Gal. ii. ]6).
We are also taught in James ii. 24 that" by works a man is justified."
This, however, means that others can only judge of us by our works, so
that we are justified in the sight of others by our lives. So we see the
importance of keeping close to Jesus, and seeking to do what is pleasing
in His sight. But Who applies the truths of God's Word to our hearts,
convincing us of sin, giving us faith, and giving grace to do His will
day by day ~ It is the Holy Spirit, and so in 1 Corinthians vi. 11, the
believer is said to be justified by the Spirit, because He begins, continues,
and carries on the work of grace in the heart. May He graciously thus
work in the hearts of my dear young readers, bringing praise to His
Holy Name.
E. A. H.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
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in Jtilemoriam.
THE LATE MRS. GANDY.
FROM a letter received on Jan. 30th, we learnt that Mrs. Gandy, of
Godalming, was called Home on Dec. 6th last. Our kind correspondent says of her: "Our dear mother was a lover of the GoSPEL
MAGAZINE, and the November issue was read by her about a week
before she died. She was very much struck with the article entitled
'The Small Things of the Bible,' appearing in 'Our Young Folks'
Page,' and directed our attention to it. The day before she passed
away, when asked by my father how she felt in her mind, she replied,
'I am not distressed, but quiet.' 'Are you on the Rock?' She
replied, '0 yes, it is the Blood.
"{ " Jesus s~ught me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious Blood."

I didn't want Him.' We now look back to the days when our dear
one often used to sing :" , There is a. fountain filled with blood , which, I believe, was one of her favourite hymns.
" Trusting that God will bless the circulation of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and reward the labours of those who earnestly contend for the
Gospel of free and sovereign grace."
(Our tender sympathy is extended to this sorrowing family.Editor.)
PRAYER.
" WE have no positive precept enjoining us any set time for prayer,
nor even how often we should pray, either in public or private; though
the expressions of 'continuing ip.stant in prayer,' 'praying without
ceasing,' and the like, plainly intimate that prayer should be frequent.
Daniel prayed three times a day; which the psalmist speaks of as his
practice likewise; and in one place declares his purpose of praising
God seven times a day. This last expression is perhaps indefinite,
not precisely seven times, but very often. Indeed, a person who
lives in the exercise of faith and love, and who finds by experience
that it is good for him to draw nigh to God, will not want to be told
how often he must pray, any more than how often he must converse
with an earthly friend. Those whom we love, we love to be much
with. Love is the best casuist, and either resolves or prevents a
thousand scruples or questions which may perplex those who only
serve God from principles of constraint or fear. And a believer will
account those his happiest days, when he has most leisure and most
liberty of spirit for the exercise of prayer."-John Newton.
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THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE IN THE BOOK OF COMMON
PRAYER.
By MR. S. LEIGH HUNT.
THE Book of Common Prayer is universally acknowledged to be one
of the great documents of the Reformation. By its means in very
large measure our forefathers teamed the precious truths which are
conta.ined in God's most holy Word. The XXXIX Articles are ranked
among the Reformed symbols in every collection of cre.eds and confessions from the Corpus et Syntagma down to the Symbolik of the
Romanist Mohler. Newman's attempt to disprove their Protestant
and Calvinistic character in Tract XC was well refuted by his own
subsequent submission to Rome. Nevertheless, it was the Reformers'
Prayer Book rather than their Art.icles of Religion that finally broke
the spell of Popery in England, that shattered priestly pretensions
and lying fables, and brought to the people" the very pure Word 01
God" in their mother tongue. The life of Derick Carver, who was
martyred at Lewes in the reign of" Bloody Mary," furnishes an example
of the part played by the Liturgy in. establishing the Reformation.
Although unable to read, he used to have" the service in English set
forth in the time of King Edward VI " said at his house. A number
of other illiterate folk" that did favour the Gospel," including John
Launder, the martyr, assembled in Ca.rver's house for the service.
They were there apprehended by the Popish authorities, one of the
charges preferred against these poor people by Bonner being that
they held the Prayer Book to be " good and godly, containing in it
the true faith and religion of Christ" (Foxe, vii. 323-5).
Augustus Montague Toplady, sometime Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, among his many works in defence of the doctrines of grace,
wrote two essays on the theology of the Book of Common Prayer,
entitled respectively, The Church 9f England Vindicated from the Charge
of Arminianism, and The Liturgy of the Church of England Explained
and Vindicated. In his second essay the author observes that" to
show the perfect Calvinism of the service book, it would be necessary
to transcribe the whole." He has therefore selected only such parts as
the Arminians allege to be favourable to their hypothesis, and, after
passing them in review, he concludes that" the Church of England
and Arminianism are as diametrically opposite as light and dar1.rness,
grace and presumption, truth and error." Toplady's main conclusions
are summarized below, a few points being added by the present writer.
Morning and Evening Prayer commence with a text (Ezek. xviii. 27)
that implies absolute predestination and final perseverance: "When
(not if) . . . he shall (not may)." The minister's declaration that
God" desireth not the death oh sinner" (cf. Ezek. xviii. 32; xxxiii.Il)
is translated from the version of Calvin's Liturgy used by John aLasco,
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whom Heylin described as " a perfect Calvinist." The sinners referred
to are specified as " His people, being penitent," and" them that truly
repent and unfeignedly believe His holy Gospel." In the Te Deum
we say: "When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man (not angels),
. . . Thou didst open the kingdom of heaven (not to :3011 people, but)
to all believers," who are further described as "Thy servants whom
Thou hast redeemed with Thy precious blood," "Thy people," and
" Thine heritage." God alone can" make them to be numbered with
(His) saints in glory everlasting." Prayer for the fulfilment of Divine
predestination is literally asking" according to His will" (1 John v. 14).
In the Benedictus we bless God because" He hath visited and redeemed
His people."
Such a suffrage as: "Grant us Thy salvation" (Ps. lxxxv. 7), is
very precious to those who believe in absolute predestination and
indefectible assurance. The confession of the immutable purposes
of Jehovah furnishes the most powerful motive for a confident approach
to the throne of grace (vide 1 Thess. v. 23, 24). David prayed for the
very mercies that had been promised to him (2 Sam. vii. 27). Although
the time of the second advent is preordained (Acts xvii. 26, 31), we
beseech God" shortly to accomplish the number of (His) elect, and
to hasten (His) kingdom" (Burial of the Dead). "Make Thy chosen
people joyful." The Latin services, quoting Psalm cxxxii. 9, read
sancti, saints; but although all the Lord's people are saints "in
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us . . . sanctification" (1 Cor.
i. 30), the Reformers altered the expression to "chosen people" in
order to emphasize the doctrine of election. We do not pray that
we may be elected, but that being so, the Almighty Lord may make
us " know and feel that there is . . . salvation, but only (in) the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Visitation of the Sick). "Take not Thy
Holy Spirit from us " (Ps. li. 11) refers not to His presence and grace,
which are inseparable from the truly regenerate (Homily for Whitsunday, Part I), but to His gifts and consolations; hence we pray at
Whitsuntide that we may be enabled" evermore to rejoice in His
holy comfort."
The word "world" bears tlie same signification throughout the
Liturgy as it does in the corresponding passages of Holy Scripture,
e.g., in the expression" Redeemer of the world" (Litany) it signifies
all who are redeemed, for God the Son is not Redeemer of any others.
In John i. 29 the term cannot include those whose sin is not taken
away. "The redemption of the world by the death and passion
of our Saviour" (Lord's Supper) cannot refer to" the son of perdition"
who had previously gone to " his own place." Christ made" by His
one oblation of Himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world."
With this should be compared Calvin's comment on 1 John ii. 2:
" Christ's death .was suffiCient for the whole world, effici~nt only for
the elect." The sacrifice of Calvary atoned not for original sin only,
as was taught in the dark Middle Ages, but for actual sins as well ;
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it was offered not for the Jew only, but for sinners throughout" the
whole world." Ridley, one of Cranmer's associates in the compilation
of the Prayer Book, writes: "His death and passion . . . was, and
is, the only sufficient and everlasting, available sacrifice, satisfactory
for all the elect of God, from Adam the first, to the last that shall be
born to the end of the world" (A Piteous Lamentation, Works, p. 52).
In the first Ember Week collect we pray that" those which shall
be ordained . . . may . . . set forward the salvation of all men" ;
this is explained by the parallel phrase in the alternative prayer:
" that they may faithfully serve before Thee, to . . . the benefit of
Thy holy Church." Since" all men" are not under the pastoral care
of the Anglican ministry, the term cannot be understood universally.
" All mankind" in the collect for the Sunday next before Easter refers
to objects of God's" tender love" for whom Christ did" suffer death,"
excluding those who lived before the crucifixion and were thus unable
to "follow the example of His great humility." "God the Son . . .
redeemed me and all mankind" (Catechism). Every moment's respite
from the infliction of punishment due to transgression is the result
of redemption (1 Tim. iv. 10).
The doctrines of grace find clear expression in the collects. Divine
Sovereignty is recognized in such titles and descriptions as Almighty
God, Governor of all things, Lord of all power and might, overeign
Commander of all the world, Who governeth all things in heaven and
earth; in Whose hand is power and might, which none is able to withstand; Who by His wisdom guideth and ordereth all things; Who
ruleth over all the kingdoms of the world and disposeth of them;
Who upholdeth and governeth all things in heaven and earth. We
confess that we cannot truly please Him unless He pours upon us the
continual dew of His blessing; all holy desires, good counsels, and
just works proceed from Him; the hearts of kings are in His rule and
governance, and He disposes and turns them as seems best to His
wisdom. We pray that we may embrace and ever hold fast (not
everlasting life, but) the blessed hope of everlasting life, which He has
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, i.e., our expectation of it, which
may be sometimes lively, sometime~ languid. God made Hi Son
obedient to the law for us. He hates nothing that He has made
(Ash Wednesday), i.e., no creature considered as such. "Create and
make in us new and contrite hearts" (ibid., cf. Litany: "Give us an
heart to love and dread Thee "). The Lord Jesus suffered death for
the family of God (Good Friday). By His special grace preventing
us, God puts into our minds good desires. Since He alone can order
the wills and affections of sinful men, His people pray Him to grant
that they may love the thing which He commands, and desire that
which He promises; that by His holy inspiration they may think those
things that be good, and by His merciful guiding perform the same.
"Make us to have a perpetual fear and love of Thy holy name."
Final perseverance rests upon God's governance (4th Sunday after
Trinity); His providence orders all things both in heaven and earth.
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Since we cannot do any good thing without Him, may we by Him be
enabled to live according to His will. He has knit together His elect
in the mystical body of His Son (All Saints, 1549). Those whom He
has thus knit together can never be put asunder (Eccles. iii. 14).
Election is the first link in the chain; the last links are" those unspeakable joys" which He has prepared for them that love Him. They
are already prepared. God is not waiting to prepare them if people
will love Him. Our love is the evidence, not the cause or condition
of our title to those joys.
All men" are conceived and born in sin (and that which is born of
the flesh is flesh), and they which are in the flesh cannot please God"
(Ministration of Baptism to such as are of Riper Years). We are not
able" to walk in the commandments of God, and to serve Him, without
His special grace," for we are" by nature born in sin, and the children
of wrath" (Catechism). The Holy Ghost sanctifieth all the elect
(ibid.). God maketh us both to will and to do those things that
be good and acceptable (Confirmation). Having invited those who
" truly and earnestly repent" to " draw near with faith" to partake
of the Lord's Supper, the minister continues in their name: "We do
not presume to come . . . trusting in our own righteousness." The
words which he subsequently addresses to each communicant: "Christ
died for thee," and" Christ's blood was shed for thee," must be taken
in conjunction with the previous prayer declaring that His blood was shed" for many." Ministers are exhorted" to feed and provide for
the Lord's family, to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad,
and for His children who are in the midst of this naughty world, that
they may be saved through Christ for ever."
The true interpretation of the Prayer Book must be sought in the
writings of its compilers and their associates in the ministry, all of
whom loved and taught-the doctrines of sovereign and distinguishing
grace. In the Report of the Commission on the Staffing of Parishes
recently issued by the Church Assembly (C.A. 334), it is recommended
that" assent to the XXXIX Articles should be no longer required as
part of the doctrinal test necessary for admission to holy orders"
(p. 69). "Some relief would be given if assent to them was no longer
required as a condition of ordination" (ibid., p. 59). The attack on
the Prayer Book having been temporarily frustrated, it seems that
the next attempt will be directed against the Articles. Rightly understood, both Articles and Liturgy agree and constitute one consistent
whole; the language of both is composed largely of direct quotations
from Holy Scripture (vide H. I. Bailey, The Liturgy compared with the
Bible); and we believe that both are hated by Rationalist and Romanizer "for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God."
" ARE you ready to shake hands with death ~ "-W. Tiptaft.
"GRACE means to us God's free mercy, and faith is the open eye
by which we see the sun of grace."-Evangelical Quarte1'ly.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE inmates of our Camberwell and Hornsey Rise Homes have been
entertained to New Year's teas, after which brief meetings were held
when some of the members of the Committee spoke. A good number
of the pilgrims were able to be present and appreciated the gatherings.
The financial year closes on March 31st and the Committee will
appreciate the kindness of friends if they will send their subscriptions
and donations as early in the month as possible.
The South London Sale of Work is fixed for Thursday, June 11th, in
the grounds of our Camberwell Home, and that at Hornsey Rise on
Friday, July 3rd. The Committee are grateful for the help which has
been given to these in the past, and hope to be favoured again for the
forthcoming Sales.
Meetings in the interest of the Society have been arranged as follows:
March 8th, Soho Chapel, Finchley; 11th, Service in the evening at
Zion Chapel, Norbiton; on the 17th, Service in the evening at Grove
Chapel, Camberwell; and on the 26th, at Baptist Chapel, North Road,
Brentford.

lltebienH.i anlJ jlottces of lSookf5.
GRACE AND GLORY HYMN BOOK. Pp. 77. Price 6s. per dozen, larger
quantities cheaper. (Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, G. H.
Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
This hymn book contains 115 hymns arranged in alphabetical
order. The names of the authors with the dates when they lived are
given in most instances. These authors include such names as Deck,
Mason, Swain, Watts, Fawcett, Denny, Cennick, Bonar, Hart, Ryland,
Alford, Havergal, Denham, Steele, Tregelles, Kelly, Doddridge, Gadsby,
Brewer, Montgomery, Keene, Irons, Newton, Medley, Kent, and
McCheyne.
The hymns concerning DiviQe grace are about equal in number to
those treating of future glory.
Although we have not read through all the hymns we feel persuaded
from what we know of the compilers and authors that the hymns
will be found to be thoroughly sound and Evangelical. This cannot
be said of many of the hymns which are sung in these modern days.
For Conferences, Bible Classes, and for family worship this book will
be found very useful. It is attractively got up and the type i clear
and good.
" THE science of yesterday is not the science of to-day, and still less
that of to-morrow, and to base any permanent conclusions on such
a foundation would indeed be precarious."-Professor G. C. Steward,
M.A., D.Sc., in " Evangelical Quarterly."
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