THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
u OOllFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."
.. l~~OEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT r.; THE BOYD OF PEACE."
to JESUS OHRIST, TEIE SAME YESTERDA.Y, ANn TO-D.\Y, .L'ID FOR EVER."

No. 795,

}

NEW SEIUES.

frte jfnmtl!?
OR,

No. 1,995.
{ OLD SRlm:s

MARCH, 1932.

~Ottion;

WOIlDS OF SPIRITUAl, CAUTION,

COUNSKT"

AND COMFOIlT.

(' \Vho comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselv.. are comforted of God."-2 CORINTlT1ANS i. 1.

"WHO MAKETH THEE TO DIFFER ~ "
" For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou
that thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why
dost thott glory, as if thou hadst notrece'I:ved it? "-1 CORINTHJANS

iv. 7.
THE saints at Corinth were broken up into parties. One said,
" I am of Pau1." Another said, "I am of Apollos," and another,
" I am of Cephas." All these three men were men of truth. They
all preached the same Gospel in its purity, but they differed in
regard to their natural gifts. Apollos was "an eloquent man,"
and his gift of eloquence would be manifest in his preaching.
Probably neither Paul nor Peter possessed the same preaching
powers. Each of the three no doubt had his own peculiar gifts,
but as all alike preached the s~me Gospel their hearers were wrong
in taking sides for one against another. It was naturally a grief
to the apostle to hear of these divisions when there ought to have
been unity, harmony and love, and he asks, "Who then is Paul,
and who is Apollos ~" They are only ministers by whom ye
believed. One of them planted and the other watered, but it
was GOD Who gave the increase. There is danger and sin in making
too much of the human instrument. We need to learn "not to
think of men above that which is written," that we be not" puffed
up for one against another. For '¥ho maketh thee to differ from
another ~ " (1 Cor. i. 12; ii. 5; iii. 6, 7.)
It will be profitable, we trust, if we think of the differences
which exist among men in general, and among Christian men in
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particular, and then to take note of the Divine source whence
these differences spring, as well as of the humility which should
characterize those whom GOD has made to differ.
1. Fi1st, let us think of the differences which exist among men in
general.
There are physical differences. Men differ in features. Some
are more handsome than others. They differ in size. Some are
tall and some short. They differ in bodily powers. Some are
strong, others are weak. They differ in regard to health. Some
are delicate, feeble, infirm; others are healthy, strong, and vigorous.
Some are blind or deaf, others have good sight and hearing. No
two men are alike. In respect to physical powers it is manifest
that all men are not equal.
There are mental differences. Some have larger powers of mind
than others. Powers of thought, memory, concentration, and for
the acquisition of knowledge, are very much greater in some than
others.
Moreover, while some are born with large powers of mind, others
are mentally deficient.
There are social differences. Some are rich and some are poor.
Some are in high positions and some in low. Though it is true
that the use of energy and prudence may issue in great improvements in our social circumstances, yet it is also true that" the poor
shall never cease out of the land" (Deut. xV'. 11).
It is certain that mentally and socially all men are not equal.
The differences which exist among men are Divinely ordered, and
it is contrary both to Scripture and experience to dream of making
all men equal in every respect. - All men should be treated kindly.
No man should be looked down upon and treated with contempt.
Caste feelings and caste customs are abhorrent. Yet differences do
exist, and will exist. No government, however socialistic, can
reduce all men to a dead level of equality.
There are also spiritual differences. Some, the great majority,
are dead in trespasses and sins. They have no fear of GOD before
their eyes. They lie in the wicked one, and are led captive by
him at his will. They have no love for GOD, for His Word, or
for His day. Earthly things occupy their supreme attention.
They are bent upon making their heaven on earth, and are lovers
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of pleasures more than lovers of GOD. Their path is in the broad
way that leadeth to destruction. Others, a small and elect
remnant, have been quickened and regenerated by the HOLY
GHOST. The fear of GOD has taken possession of their hearts.
They have been made to see their lost and ruined condition. They
have become conscious of their many and mighty sins, and through
infinite grace they have been led to put all their confidence in the
blood and righteousness of CHRIST, the Divine Surety of the
everlasting Covenant. They love GOD because He has first loved
them. They love and honour His Word and His day. They seek
to set their affection on things above, and they realize that a
better country, that is a heavenly, is to be their appointed home
and portion. They have been saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation, by Divine grace, and they are walking with the
few in the narrow way which leads to life.
However, we may account for all these differences among men
in general, there can be no doubt that they exist and will exist
to the end. Wise social reforms may rightly be introduced, but
any policy which designs to make all men equal is bound to fail.
2. Secondly, let us think 01 difjerences amongst Christian men in
particular.
The apostle is addressing Christian men and women and he asks,
" Who maketh thee (a Christian) to differ from another (Christian) ~ "
In one respect there is no difference between one man and
another. All men are equally sinners and transgressors of GOD'S
law, and are all by nature the children of wrath. In respect of
sin and guilt, " There is no differ.ence: for all have sinned and come
short of the glory of GOD" (Rom. iii. 22, 23).
So in regard to GOD'S believing people there is no difference in
respect to the mercy which they have experienced. "There is
no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same LORD
over all is rich unto all that call upon Him" (Rom. x. 12).
All who call upon the LORD are equally welcomed and are equally
saved. They are all equally" washed," "sanctified," and" justified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of our
GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 11). They have all " obtained an equally precious
faith in the righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST"
(2 Pet. 1. 1, R.V.).
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But though this is all true, there are natural differences between
one Christian and another, and all believers do not occupy the
same position in the Church of GOD. They differ in spiritual
gifts and opportunities of usefulness. One may have five talents
and another may have only two.
The Church of GOD is likened to the human body. The members
of the body differ from one another and they have different functions.
The hand differs from the foot, the eyes differ from the ears, and
the head differs from the limbs. All the members are equally
necessary to the body, and they are interdependent on each other,
but they all have their Divinely-appointed place, and in that
place only can they exercise their proper functions. " Now hath
GOD set the members everyone of them in the body, as it hath
pleased Him" (1 Cor. xii. 18). This is true both of the natura,l
body and of the Church which is CHRIST'S body. All the members
occupy the place in the Church which He has assigned to them.
Moreover, the members need to recognize the headship of CHRIST,
and to move at the impulse of His will. We glorify GOD most
by exercising our gifts where He has, in His providence, placed us.
3. Thirdly, let us think 0/ the Souroe whenoe our differenoes spring.
" Who maketh thee to differ ~" Whence come the differences
among men in general and the differences among Christians in
particular. Manifestly it is GOD Who maketh us to differ one
from another. "A man can receive nothing, except it be given
him from heaven" (John iii. 27).
All our physical, mental, social and spiritual differences are due
to Divine sovereignty. " He ~iveth to all life, and breath, and
all things" (Acts xvii. 25). All things come of Him. " The
LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich; He bringeth low, and
lifteth up" (1 Sam. ii. 7).
The sovereignty of GOD is exercised in spiritual things in
particular. We dare not omit to notice the teaching of Romans
ix. 15, 16. GOD says, "I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of GOD that showeth mercy." We have nothing which we
did not receive.
Are we regenerated ~ It is due to GOD (see John i. 13). Have
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we repented? It is He Who has given us repentance (see 2 Tim.
ii. 25; Acts v. 31).
Do we believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST? Our faith in Him
is GoD'S gracious gift (Acts xviii. 27; Ephes. ii. 8; Phil. i. 29).
Do we possess this or that gift? It is GOD Who has endowed
us with all our natural and spiritual powers. The SPIRIT divides
to each believer, severally as He will, the gifts which each believer
possesses (see 1 Cor. xii. 11, 27, 28).
4. Lastly, let us think of the humility which should mark those
whom GOD has made to differ.
"What hast thou that thou didst not receive?" The answer
must be, nothing. Every blessing, temporal or spiritual, which
I enjoy has come to me gratuitously from GOD. I can take credit
to myself for nothing. My natural powers are of Him. My
temporal mercies are of Him. My salvation is of Him. I have
been saved wholly by His grace. I was born" not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of GOD." He
brought me out of the horrible pit. He set my feet on the Rock
of ages. He delivered me from the power of darkness, and translated me into the kingdom of His dear SON. Every good gift
which I possess is from above. All my powers of speech, of reasoning, of hearing, seeing, handling, and walking are of Him. He
could in a moment render me helpless in one or all of my natural
powers. Why then should I glory as though I had not received
every blessing from Him? Where is boasting in the case of a
Christian man? It is absolutely, always, and for ever excluded.
I have never any ground to take any honour to myself. "Of
Him, and through Him, and
Him, are all things: to Whom
be glory for ever" (Rom. xi. 36).
"No flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 29). All
our blessings a·re due to His sovereign mercy. "By the grace
of GOD, I am what I am."
May we ever humble ourselves before GOD, and unreservedly
acknowledge that we have no ground of boasting, and no ground
of self-glorification. Moreover, if GoD in His mercy hath made
us to differ from others, and numbered us amongst His family,
how tender we ought to be towards others, and how humbly
thankful we ought to be to our gracious GOD for setting His love

to
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upon us! Surely, too, if He has enabled us to see truths which
others do not see, we have no ground for treating such harshly,
seeing that we should have been as blind as they, but for the
distinguishing grace of GOD.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE

CROSS

(Thomas Houghton).

OF CHRIST.

" TAKE for example the cross of Christ. I take it that the cross of
Christ is the centre of the Gospel, whence radiate all the beauties of
God, the riches of grace; the glories of justice, the magnificent ju ice
of God, amply content with the death of Christ; the goodness of God,
that finds an outflow through the cross; the wisdom of God that
shines gloriously, so to put it, on the cross. There, at the cross, more
brilliant than the terrible crystal, are all the perfections of Deity seen
by faith in the light of the Spirit. The bliss of the cross is more than
the human mind at present can bear, and when felt in a measure deeply
humbles the soul. A few rays of it suffice to make the favoured sinner
wonder how God could descend so low for such a vile creature; how the
eternal Son of God could come down, be made a Man, be made
capable of receiving the imputation of the sins of His people, and be
not only made capable, but be actually , made sin': 'He,' that is
the Father, ' hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin.' That
imputation was one of the greatest acts of Almighty God,-taking
the particular sins of the church, and by His own hand laying them
on His Son; as you have it in Isaiah: 'The Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquity of us all.' Oh, the wonder of being in that' all.' And
this glorious Person, covered with ignominy and hame, the Subject
of God's terrible curse, took away all that sin which He was made
to bear, and for which He gave His soul an offering unto God. So
that now the church is viewed by God as having neither spot of
defilement, nor wrinkle of decay. . . . I wonder to how many here
this cross with its glories has been made known; how many have
gazed on it, and felt at least a little of what Paul felt so much of when
he said, 'God forbid that I should glory, save in the cro of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I
unto the world.' Here is forgiveness, here is justification, here is
sanctification; Jesus by His own blood sanctified His people; here is
wisdom, the wisdom of God in a mystery, opening and showing how
that God has opened this wondrous way for sinners to approach to
Him, a holy God, whose holiness forbids the approach of a sinner as
such to Himself. That very God says, 'Come unto Me. I am your
God, your Friend, your Saviour, your All."-Mr. J. K. Popham.
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" MY WORD THAT GOETH FORTH OUT OF MY MOUTH."
" For as the ral;n cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth
and bud, that it may gi'ce seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
so shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it
shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."ISAIAH Iv. 10, 1l.

•

IN this passage, the Lord, by the prophet, compares the rain with
the Word which goeth forth out of His mouth. The rain cometh
down from heaven, watereth the earth and" maketh it bring forth
and bud." So the Word of God is heavenly in its source, and
beneficent in its effects. It shall not return unto Him void, but it
shall accomplish what He pleases and prosper in the thing whereto
He sends it.
God has often spoken to the fathers by the prophets. He spake
to Israel through Moses. "Moses came and told the people all
the words of the Lord, and all the judgments; and all the people
answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the Lord
hath said will we do. And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord"
(Exod. xxiv. 3, 4). God spake to Moses and he repeated God's
words to the people. Then he wrote them and they form part
of the written Word of God.
The Lord sent many prophets to His people and they spake to
them the Word of the Lord, and afterwards wrote the Word and
handed it down in the books of Scripture. Thus Isaiah claims that
his prophecy is what the Lord hath spoken (Isa. i. 1, 2).
Jeremiah claims that his words were, " the Word of the Lord"
(Jer. i. 1, 2). "The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord,
saying, Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim there
this word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord" (Jer. vii. 1, 2).
All the books of the Old Testament are called "the Scriptures"
because they are the writings of the inspired men who wrote them.
These holy men spake and wrote as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. All Scripture was given by inspiration of God. It follows
therefore that the Word which has proceeded out of God's mouth
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is the written Word, that Word which has been handed down
to us in the form of the Scriptures-the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments.
The written Word is the Word of God, that Word which shall
stand for ever. "The Word of the Lord endureth for ever"
(1 Peter i. 25). It is an abiding, unchangeable Word. It is for
ever settled in heaven. We must not add to it nor diminish aught
from it. Now there is much teaching in this passage concerning
the Word of the Lord.
1. First, notice that the Word 01 the Lord is a DIVINE gilt.
The rain cometh down from heaven, so doth the Word. It is
the living God Who gives us "rain from heaven, and fruitful
seasons" (Acts xiv. 15-17). It is " the Lord our God, that giveth
rain, both the former and the latter, in his season" (Jer. v. 24).
In like manner the written Word is His gift to men. It is the
Word which has proceeded out of His mouth. It originated with
Him. He raised up and sent the prophets who spake and wrote
the Word of God. He, in these last days, sent His Son, and" He
Whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God" (John iii. 34).
The words which He spake have been handed down to us in the
New Testament. God hath thus spoken to His people by His
Son (Heb. i. 1, 2).
When we read the Bible, let us remember its Divine origin.
Its histories, its doctrines, its precepts, its promises, its revelations,
have been written by the inspiration of the Spirit of God. God
by means of the written Word speaks to men. May we humbly
listen while He speaks, and .may we beware of questioning or
doubting anything that He has said.
2. Secondly, we may point out that the Word 01 the Lord is a
SOVEREIGN gift.
The bestowal of the rain is an exhibition of the sovereignty of
God. This is illustrated in the history of Ahab. "When that
ungodly king was on the throne Elijah the prophet was commissioned to say, " As the Lord God of hraelliveth, before Whom I
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according
to my word." Then aft-er three years and six months the Word
of the Lord came to Elijah and J ehovah said, "I will send rain
upon the earth" (1 Kings xvii. 1; xviii. 1).
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By the prophet Amos the Lord says, "I caused it to rain upon
one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city" (Amos iv. 7).
Evidently the Lord in His sovereignty withholds or gives the rain
according to His own good pleasure.
The same thing is solemnly true of His Word. For a long period
God in His sovereignty revealed Himself by His Word only to
one nation-the people of Israel. "He sheweth His Word unto
Jacob, His statutes and His judgments unto Israel. He hath not
dealt so with any nation: and as for His judgments, they have
not known them" (Ps. cxlvii. 19, 20).
No other people heard the voice of God speaking out of the
midst of the fire as the people of Israel did (Deut. iv. 33). They
were a specially favoured people. To them were "committed
the oracles of God" (Rom. iii. 2). Other nations He suffered" to
walk in their own ways" (Acts xiv. 16). In apostolic days the
Word of the Lord was first to be preached to the Jew. To Jews
the apostle said, "It was necessary that the Word of God should
first have been spoken to you." Mercifully, however, God intended
that His Word should also be proclaimed to the Gentiles (see Acts.
xiii. 46-48). Repentance and remission of sins are to be preached
to all nations. Yet for hundreds of years millions of heathen
have been destitute of the Word of God. We in England were in
this state in Medireval times. Through such men as Wycliffe,
Tyndale, and Miles Coverdale, however, the Word of God was at
last given to the English people, and England is now deluged with
Bibles. Millions of copies of the Bible are also being circulated
i.n heathen countries. Yet how little the Word is really valued.
As the sovereignty of God is seEm in the giving and withholding
of His Word in past ages, so it may again be displayed in judgment
upon those who value not the Word which has gone forth out of
J ehovah's mouth. "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God,
that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor
a thirst for water, "but of hearing the words of the Lord: and they
shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east,
they shall run to and fro to seek the Word of the Lord, and shall
not find it" (Amos viii. 11, 12).
This prophecy is being fulfilled to-day in the case of God's ancient
people. No inspired prophets are now sent to them. They have-
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rejected the prophets who spake to their fathers in time past, and
they have rejected and crucified the great Prophet like unto Moses,
and they are now judicially given over to a famine of the Word of
God, and the greater part of the nation are judicially blinded.
Isaiah's prophecy is fulfilled in them. "By hearing ye shall hear,
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive."
" Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for: but the
dection hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded" (Matt. xiii.
14; Rom. xi. 7).
In His sovereignty God may both withhold the Word of God
from men, and also withhold the power to understand it.
It is written, "God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes
that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear" (Rom.
xi. 8). Is there not to-day in large measure" a famine of hearing
the words of the Lord"? In great mercy God has raised up in
times gone by faithful preachers of His Word. Gradually, however,
their testimony has been rejected, and God has withdrawn from
the professing Church a large number of faithful witnesses. Those
who are still favoured with a faithful ministry need to value their
privileges more and more. Oftentimes a faithful ministry is
rejected by large numbers in the neighbourhood in which it is
-exercised. Then in judgment God may cease to continue such
testimony.
Our correspondence and our own experience show us that large
numbers of God's scattered people are suffering from "a hmine
of hearing the words of the Lord." Churches and chapels are
manned by ministers who deny the inspiration of Scripture and
reject its saving truths. The sheep of the Lord's pasture come
away from the ministry of such men without receiving any nourishment, and they often rightly conclude that it is best to stay away
from churches and chapels where the Gospel is conspicuou by
its absence.
Truly the nation at large, exalted to heaven with privileges in
the past, is getting more and more ripe for judgment. May we
who read this MAGAZINE be graciously kept from in any measure
.rejecting the Word of the Lord. May we rather be amongst those
who tremble at His Word and drink in its precious truths. Blessed
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and happy indeed are we if God hath revealed unto us His precious
truth. Let us indeed thank Him that in His sovereign mercy He
has opened our eyes, and enabled us to see the things which
He hath revealed in His Word. Not unto us, but to Him be the
glory. "Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight"
(Matt. xi. 25-26).
3. Thirdly, the Word of the Lord is an UNDESERVED gift.
This is true of the rain. Our Lord says that our Father in
heaven" maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matt. v. 45).
His sun shines on the evil and His rain descends on the unjust.
These mercies are therefore wholly unmerited by them. But even
the just are not worthy of these temporal mercies. Such are
"justified freely by His grace." In themselves they are all as
an unclean thing, and all their righteousness are as filthy rags.
The rain therefore which is so much needed to water the earth,
and to make it bring forth and bud is a blessing wholly undeserved.
Though all nations have in times past walked in their 0'''11 evil
ways, God manifested His unmerited goodness by giving them
rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with
food and gladness (see Acts xiv. 16, 17).
The Word of God which, like the rain, is heavenly in its origin,
is also an undeserved gift. God might justly have allowed all
m~n. to b~ d~t\.t"Ut~ oi that W \)"Id ·,,,b\.cb 1S able to make us wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. It is of
His infinite grace that. the light of His Word has come to us. It
is of His grace that the light of His Spirit has illuminated our
dark hearts and revealed to us -the things of God. "God, Who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6).
How many millions there are who have never seen a page of
the Bible, yet we through infinite grace possess the whole of this
precious library of inspired books. How little we realize the
unmerited mercy which has in the providence of God given us the
Book of books, and also has given us eyes to see its precious truths,
and faith to rest on the Saviour Who is its great theme. Well
may we say:-
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"Father of mercies, in Thy Word
What endless glory shines!
For ever be Thy name adored
For these celestial lines."

4. Fourthly, the Word of the Lord is a BENEFICENT gift.
How true this is of the rain. It cometh down from heaven
and "watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater." Without the rain the earth would be barren and fruitless. Without
the rain there would be no seed for the sower, and no bread for
the eater.
So the Word of the Lord cometh down from the God of heaven,
and its beneficent character is brought to bear upon the hearts
of the children of men. When those hearts are prepared by the
Spirit of God, the Word of the Lord bears abundant frcit. It
makes the possessors of such hearts wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. It brings them into the consciousness of the regenerating work of the Spirit. It pleases God through
its teaching to bring His elect people into the enjoyment of salvation
(see 2 Tinl. iii. 15; 1 Pet. i. 23; 1 Cor. i. 21). The same word
produces spiritual knowledge in the mind, and gives comfort to
the heart (see Rom. xv. 4). Under its influence the believer avoids
sin and walks in the ways of holiness (see Ps. c:xix. 11; xvii. 4).
He is fruitful in every good word and work.
The rain, however, may fall on ground which is incapable of
bearing fruit, seeing that it has never been ploughed up, and no
good seed has been sown in it. Such ground beareth only thorns
and briars, and is comparable to men whose hearts are hard and
unprepared for the seed of the Word of God. Such men are
rejected and are " nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned"
(see Heb. vi. 7, 8). It is a solemn thought that the Word of God
may come down from heaven to many, and no beneficent results
may follow.
The rain "cometh oft upon" the earth (Heb. vi. 7). So the
Word of God needs to be brought home to our hearts often, if we
are to continue fruitful. It needs to come to us frequently in power
and in. the Holy Ghost, and we need to meditate upon it prayerfully
and regularly to this end. Without the Word which goeth forth
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<>ut of God's mouth there is no seed for the spiritual sower, and no
bread to nourish the spiritual eater. The spiritual sower must
beware of sowing any other seed except the Word of God. More<>ver, he has neither strength nor wisdom to sow aright unless he
is himself nourished by the Word. The Word is both seed to the
sower and bread to the eater. The preacher of the Word must
be' also a feeder on the Word. Jeremiah says, "Thy words were
found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy
~I.lld rejoicing of mine heart" (Jer. xv. 16).
5. Lastly, the Word of the Lord is a gift WHICH CERTAINLY ACCOMPLISHES GOD'S PURPOSES."

The rain accomplishes the Divine purposes. It does not return
to the heavens in the form of vapour until it has watered the earth,
and made it bring forth and bud. In like manner God's Word
shall not return unto Him void. It shall accomplish that which
He pleases. It shall prosper in the thing whereto He sends it.
There is no failure with God. There is no disappointment with
Him. To speak, as some do, of "a disappointed God" or "a
disappointed Saviour" is a libel on the Divine character, and is
wholly unwarranted by the teaching of Scripture.
Here we have the blessed assurance that God's Word shall not
return to Him void. The beneficent effects which follow the
preaching and circulation of the Word of God shall be certain and
sure. The human sower of the Word may often be disappointed
and depressed, but in spite of the power of the devil and the deadness
<>f the human heart God's Word will come in power and in the
Holy Ghost to His elect people. He is visiting the Gentiles "to
take out of them a people for ~is name," and no power on earth
or in hell can hinder the fulfilment of His gracious purposes (see
Acts xv. 14). He says, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all My pleasure. . . . I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass;
I have purposed it, I will also do it" (Isa. xlvi. 10, 11). What
He pleases, not what we please, shall be accomplished by His
Word and Gospel. The Word shall prosper in the thing whereto
He sends it. This great and comforting truth does not paralyse
-effort, nor shut off the use of means. God has predestinated the
means as well as the end. We are to abound in the work of the
Lord. That is the means. Our labour shall not be in vain in
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the Lord. That is the sure and certain end. There is no truth
80 calculated to cheer and encourage the hearts of the sowers of
the Word as this great assurance of our omnipotent and gracious
God to carry out His eternal purposes. His predestinated and
foreknown people shall certainly be called. His called people shall
certainly be justified, and His justified people shall without doubt
be glorified (Rom. viii. 29, 30).
Therefore, " let us not be weary in well doing: for in due ea on
we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. vi. 9).
" They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" (Ps. cxxvi. 5, 6).
In spite of the activity of the devil, in spite of the apostasy in the
professing Church, in spite of the feebleness of the sower, and the
depravity of the human heart, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
"shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied"
(Isa. liii. 11).

"
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THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Tho'nw,s Houghton).

AN OLD EVENING HYlVIN.
Oh come, and let us all, with one accord,
Lift up our cheerful voice, and praise the Lord;
Let us this evening bless His holy Name,
Yea, let us laud and magnify the same.
Let universal nature -ever raise
A cheerful voice, to give Him thanks and praise;
Let us and all His saints His glory sing,
Who is our blessed Saviour, Lord, and King.
For by His Word the heaven and earth were made,
The earth's foundation also firmly laid;
All things were done at His Divine command,
And shall throughout all ages surely stand.
Therefore let all in heaven and earth agree
To sing His praise in perfect unity;
Yea, let His servants all, with one accord,
With joyful hallelujahs praise the Lord.

(
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WELLSPRINGS.

"What have they seen in thine house?" -2

KINGS

xx. 15.

WE continue our subject, by Divine help, from last month, when we
were considering the life of Hezekiah, King of Judah, aud his wonderful
reign, and how greatly he honoured his God by putting down idolatry,
removing the high places, breaking the images, cutting down the
groves, and breaking in pieces the brazen serpent which Moses had
made and which now had become an object of idol worship, and to
which they burnt incense. We saw how he cleansed the temple, and
instituted pure worship, and was blessed of God and saw his country
prosperous. At the threatening of invasion from the wicked King
of Assyria we read of his humble prayer, and confidence in his God, and
of the marvellous deliverance wrougbt for him in that one night which
saw the slaying of 185,000 enemies. Then followed Hezekiah's sickness,
and his low experience and sadness of heart, when he cried out from
the depths of his soul agony, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed-undertake
for me." Then we read of the Lord's swift answer of relief and the
adding to his life fifteen years. Then, alas, we read of the humbling
experience which followed, when by the specious and mock sympathy
of the Babylonian King, who sent his ambassadors to inquire after bis
health, this much favoured servant of the Lord is taken off his guard,
and receives the messengers, entertains them, and shows them all that
is in his house! That is the dark spot in this dear man of God's
history! It is not that you and I, beloved reader, can cast a stone,
but it is that we may prayerfully desire to get out of this sad lesson
all the teaching the Lord has put in it for us and that we may walk
very humbly, very watchfully, very prayerfully, lest" our mountain,"
which seemed to stand" so strong," be a cause of stumbling, and we
are tripped up before we are aware! All this is told to the glory of
God and yet not without its beacon of warning. "And Hezekiah
prospered in all his works. Howbeit, in the business of the ambassadors
of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to inquire of the wonder
that was done in the land, God left him, to try him, that he might know
all that was in his heart."
"Howbeit." Oh, may this word of warning and solemn exception
speak to us and cause us to " watch and pray" and" take heed lest we
fall." For it is only the Lord, the Keeper of His saints, Who can keep
us from falling, and give us that much needed grace and strength to
resist when we are tempted and to " endure unto the end."
I have thought how compassionately the Lord, knowing His dear
people's weakness and weariness and lessening of strength after a long
and eventful pilgrimage of fighting and contending, COL,e8 and specially
revives His weary servants.
We sing:
8
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"When comforts are dedining,
He grants the soul again
A seat-on of clear shinirg.
To cheer it after rain."

He appeared to Abraham, and declared Himself as his" shield and
exceeding great reward." What a cheering word of assurance mu t
that have been to the patriarch, and with what encouragement must
he again have gone forward into the unknown future of his wilderness
journeyings. True to His promise and faithful to His Word, God draws
near again and again to "revive" His people, and to "Keep the
feet of His saints" to the end of their pilgrimage. But He teaches us
by these falls and unholy declensions that we cannot afford to quit the
field nor be off our watchtower. You remember t.he slothfulness
which overtook the Shulamite, ana she had" put off her coat" and
in slumber and indifference she asks, " How shall I put it on ~ I have
washed my feet; how shall I defile them ~" Oh, the humbling consequence of indifference, sloth, and delay! When she did rise it was to
find her Beloved had withdrawn Himself. Oh, take care lest the
beloved of your soul, my dear reader (and I speak to my own heart
likewise), after knocking at our door, and even putting in " his hand
by the hole of the door" to receive no ready answer, withdraws Himself
and is gone. A heavy heart will then seek Him, but may have long
and humbling delays until He " turn again." And if so be that we are
experiencing this solitary, unutterably lonely condition of soul, let the
words of the wise man guide and direct our conduct. "Go, humble
thyself and make sure of thy Friend." Even the humbling in a godless
king's heart was noted of Jehovah. "Seest thou how Ahab humbleth
himself before me ~ Because he humbleth himself before Me, I will
not bring the evil in his days; but in his son's days will I bring the evil
upon his house." How much more in His own children whose" humble
and contrite heart He will not despise." Our text a ks, " What have
they seen in thine house 1" That was the question the prophet Isaiah
was instructed to ask of the king. "And Hezekiah answered, All that
is in mine house have they seen; there is nothing among my treasures,
that I have not shewed them f" Now see the Lord's estimate of all
Hezekiah's so called" treasures." His servant, the prophet Isaiah, is
instructed to declare to him, " Behold, the days come, that all that is
in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until
this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left, saith the
Lord." All just as wood, hay and stubble, and fit only for burning.
Ah! beloved, "what the Lord does shall be for ever," and" none
teacheth like Him." That seventy years' exile in Babylon taught the
Jews what their God thought of and how He dealt with idolatry. And
no Jew to this day is an idolater, and it was a significant remark heard
recently from the lips of a missionary to the Jews that you never will
find a painter of pictures, nor a sculptor among that nation.
Now to bring the question home to our hearts. "What have they
seen in thine house?" Yours and mine, beloved reader. And here
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I would pause to remark how closely the house and the heart may be
connected, and how in mercy the Lord alone looketh upon the heart;
reads those secret desires therein; those longings after Him for more
likeness to Jesus, a closer walk with God and a deeper reflex of Christ
and His Example in our daily walk, converse, and conduct. Let us
inquire then, "what have they seen in thine house and in thine heart? "
And our mercy is the Lord answers for our hearts! He reads faith's
desire there, and He knows there is wrung thence, as it was from poor
fallen sorrowing Peter's heart, "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou
knowest that I love Thee." How did Jehovah estimate Moses' "house"
and heart when Aaron and Miriam murmured out the complaint of his
having" m~rried an Ethiopian woman"? He" came down in the pillar
of the cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron
'and Miriam," and declared, " My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful
in all mine house." And the Holy Spirit has been pleased to repeat
this declaratioll in Hebrews iii. 2, "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the apostle and High Priest of
our profesEion. Christ Jesus, Who was faithful to Him that appointed
. him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house."
And one's mind goes to the house of Rahab the harlot, who" received
the spies with peace," hid them, and sent them away safely, bound the
scarlet thread in her window, acknowledged God as the" God in heaven
above and in the earth beneath," begged for merciful preservation for
all her household, and" by faith perished not with them that believed
not, when she had received the spies with peace." Living faith in the
heart of that once harlot, and, oh, the riches and depths of distinguishing, discriminating grace, that her name should shine out in the royal
genealogy of Matthew i. !
And then there is Joshua's declarative resolve when he exhorted the
tribes and renewed the Covenant between them and God, " but as for
me," he says, " and my house, we will serve the Lord." And can we
desire to see anything more lovely than a godly household, the influence
of the gracious head and master cast upon all about him, honoured and
revered, and the children and servants gathered daily for family
worship around the open Bible, and taught therefrom of its precepts
and promises, and the way of salvation through a precious Redeemer?
Would that England to-day had more godly homes thus setting forth
the righteousness which exalteth a nation and that fear which honours
Him!
The Lord noted the heart of Solomon, when He declared to him,
"Because this was in thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches,
wealth or honour, etc., but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself . . . wisdom and knowledge is granted thee."
We might enlarge upon what moved the heart of that poor Canaanitish woman whose home was darkened by the sorrowful condition of
her daughter being "grievously vexed with a devil." That poor,
burdened mother came unto Him, the only One Who could give the
cure, and you know the blessed a.rguments of faith, and how living
faith triumphed in the end.
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There was the publican, too, Zacchreus, who had the surprising and
wondrously condescending words spoken to him by Jesus, Whom he
sought to see, and who in the riches of grace and mercy was" sought
out" by the Saviour of sinners. Have you noticed, dear readers, that
as the word way is in italics in Luke xix. 4 our minds may dwell upon
that very spot, yea that tree into which Zacchreus had climbed; "for
Jesus wa.s to pass that"? What a transformation! What a gracious
and heavenly surprise! What a marvellous act of mercy! "Zacchreus,
make haste and come down, for to-day I must abide at thine house,"
and th~ changed man at once gave evidence that henceforth a new life
was before him. Old things had passed away; conscience was at
work, and practical godliness would from that hour actuate all that
tax-gatherer's business transactions. The Holy Spirit wrought upon
that changed heart, and he then knew that all actions must be honest
as in the sight of the Holy God and weighed in the balances of the
Sanctuary.
How one loves to linger, too, over the sacred histories of that little
home at Bethany where all its household, the brother and his two
si'3ters, were" loved" friends of Jesus, and of that humble abode at •
Emmaus, where the two on reaching home constrained the holy
" Stranger" to turn in with them. They knew much of the then
sweetness of hearts burning with love to Him Who had now revealed
Him'3elf to them, and left them to glory in the glad tidings to others
of their risen Lord!
And there is that home scene recorded in Acts xii. 12. It was in the
house of " Mary the mother of Mark" "where many were gathered
together praying." It was a prayer-meeting convened on behalf of
their friend Peter who was cast into prison for preaching the Gospel.
The wicked king had killed James, and, seeing it pleased the people,
he took Peter also. But there is something intervenes, and our God
reveals His purposes in these over-ruling providences, as we call them.
The days of unleavened bread are to be observed. And so Herod can
do nothing, but keep the Lord's dear servant in prison until Easter is
P!\st. But the Lord's children are active :md in the only way they can
be active! You and I know well, dear readers, what this experience
is, and how there is no help anywhere but in God. "And call upon
Me," saith our God, " in the day of trouble, I will deliver Thee and Thou
shalt glorify Me."
And that is wha.t this little band of believers was doing. They were
shut in that -home, praying for Peter's release, and 10, the subject of
their prayers was at the door, knocking! How beautifully the hymn
writer puts it,., Praying breath can wonden, do,
Bring relief in greatest straits;
Prayer cn.n f(lrce a passage through
Iron bars and brazen gates."

And what their gracious prayer-hearing God did for them, He can
do equally miraculously for you and me to-day; for He is the
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same God, the unchangeable Jehovah-Jesus, the God of deliverances.
We must draw our contemplations to a close, but not before referring
the reader's mind to the heart and home of Lydia, the seller of purple;
one of the women, who, having resorted to that river-side "where
prayer was wont to be made," had her heart" opened" by the Lord,
and she now loves the company of His people, and desires to serve
them in love. "If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained" the apostles.
Oh, what glimpses of heaven upon earth are these scenes! What a
sweet proof of the words, our citizenship, our conversation, is in heaven,
from whence also we look for the Lord from heaven. And what a lovely
and pleasing sight it must be in the Lord's eyes to see a home, however
humble, wholly dedicated to Him, where little companies of His believing people love to gather and speak of Him, and over whose portals He
has inscribed Jehovah-Shammah! And whilst our thoughts have
been dwelling upon Scriptural instances of homes and hearts where a
gracious God and Saviour has been revealed and found; let me add
for the encouragement of many hidden saints, whose names may be
unknown, whose lives very uneventful, whose friends few, and whose
deeds unacknowledged by man, that the Lord's Eye is upon them;
He knows where the solitary dwell; He" blesseth the habitation of
the just"; and His heart moves to those lonely, humble, contrite ones,
and He says, " I dwell with him" !
In a kind and sympathizing visit, whi~h savoured of Divine realities
in which our heart delights, a dear young friend was telling me recently
how in travelling in a home county and ascending a short hill from
the flea, and passing by some picturesque cottages, his eye caught the
unusual sight in one of the little casement windows of one of the Block
Calendars placed directly in the centre so as to catch the eye ot the
passer-by, and this is what his heart delighted to read according to t.hat
day's date. "0 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the
man that trusteth in Him." He gladly ruminated that behind that
window there was a hidden saint of God and this was his or her way
of testimony, just as the scarlet thread was in Rahab's window.
My dear friends, we have somewhat enlarged upon our subject, and
given it in two articles. But if the readers share with the writer something of the blessings of this meditation, we shall not have been asked
in vain, " What have they seen in thine house? "
R.
WHENEVER you give way to the flesh, you sin. Whenever you follow
the world, you sin. Whenever you fall a prey to temptation, you sin.
It is not sin to be tempted, but it is sin to yield to temptation. Therefore we greatly need this word, " Seek those things which are above."
It you be risen with Christ, if you be Christians, if you be born again,
if you have the life and fear of God in your souls, being thus separated
from the world and dead in and to yourselves, "seek those things
which are above."-Mr. J. K. Popham.
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.scrmons anlJ Notes of ,Sermons.
GOD'S

PURPOSES

IN

MERCY.

A SERMON PREACHED ABOUT EIGHTY YEARS AGO IN ST. MARY'S,
CHELTENHAM, BY THE LATE REV. FRANCIS CLOSE, M.A., VICAR,
AFTERWARDS DEAN OF CARLISLE.

" But the God of all grace, Who hath called us unto His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever."-l PETER v. 10, 11.
IT is thus that the apostle commits the SUffering, tempted, and
persecuted believers, the "scattered strangers," whom he had been
addressing, those whose trials and conflicts he had been considering:
it is thus he commits them all into the hands of the God of Covenant
and grace. In the verses immediately preceding the text he had spoken
of the power, enmity, and vigilance of the devil, the great enemy of
the believer's soul, and when he had assured all the people of God
that they might safely repose every care on Him Who cared for them,
he exhorted them to be sober and vigilant, and to resist the devil,
steadfast in the faith. Fearful things had been said of their enemy;
his temptations might be grievous, his vigilance unceasing, his power
and malice most terrible, and they might be trembling before him"But the God of all grace!" Had they considered Who was on
their side? Did they remember the faithfulness, the love, the
promises of their gracious God? Could they tremble when they
thought of Him-when they considered their security in Him, and His
many pledges to redeem and save them? Did they reflect that the
God of all grace had called them, yea, effectually called them, even
"to eternal glory by Christ Jesus" ?
While we are contemplating this beautiful passage, may this God
of all grace pour out His blessing upon us: "that the eyes of our
understanding being enlightened, we may know what is the hope of
His calling, and what is the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints." We shall pursue the subjects which the text unfolds to
our view in the order in which they are presented to us, and consider
the title under which the apostle addresses God, and the work which
he attributes to Him. Then the substance of the apostle's prayer;
and, lastly, his doxology, or ascription of praise to this gracious God.
1. Consider this title under which the apostle addresses the Almighty,
as " the God of all grace." He might justly be the God of wrath and
judgment to us guilty and rebellious sinners. He will be such hereafter to all those who do not know their day of grace. Mercy will
then be hid from their eyes, and the awful denunciations of His anger
and fury, in this world sounded in the sinner's ears in vain, will then
sink down into his soul as the notes of eternal perdition. But now is
the acceptable time, and to-day is the day of salvation. The revelations
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of Godhead with which we are favoured, are revelations of mercy-of
mercy more abundant, more clearly revealed, and more fully made
known to the hearts of sinners, than in the ages which are passed.
Under the old Covenant Jehovah delighted to reveal Himself as the
God of faithfulness and promise, as the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob; now that in the fulness of time His dear
Son hath visited us, hath perfected the plan of our redemption, and
hath published the glad tidings of peace, Jehovah is made known to
us as " the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," as " the God of
all grace." This is the name whereby He shall now be called-a
name of which not only the heathen and those who were afar off were
ignorant, but which was unknown also to those many prophets and
kings who of old desired to see the things which we see, and did not
see them; and to hear the things which we hear but have not heard
them. God, as revealed in the Gospel of His Son, is emphatically a
God of all grace, because He is the only source and sovereign giver
of grace. "Grace and peace from God our Father" through the
Lord Jesus Christ. When we were enemies by wicked works, dead in
sins, and individually and collectively exposed to unmitigated wrath,
unless some way could be found to dispense mercy without violating
justice, then the salvation of the Gospel, the mystery of redemption,
was conceived by the God of grace, whereby He might reconcile sinners
to Himself. And He sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the curse of the law,
and to rescue all those who should repent and believe on Him from
the perdition into which they had fallen. Grace devised this plan
of redemption, grace executed it, and the same God of grace brings
it home to the heart of the sinner and makes it effectual to his salvation.
For we observe that He is not only a God of grace but a God of all
grace: every spiritual blessing and mercy enjoyed by man flows down
from Him, and in Him all grace abounds. He Who hath given us His
Son hath in Him and with Him freely given us all things. There can
be no deficiency in that full and complete salvation which the God of
all grace hath perfected for His people. There we may have all and
abound. There is grace to pardon sin, and grace to heal the sinnerthe grace of justification and the grace of sanctification-grace to
begin, and grace to finish the life of faith; and it is all grace, from the
beginning to the end; the salvation of a sinner is all of grace, free
mercy, abounding love, and sovereign goodwill to man. We did not
merit it, we did not desire it, we were blind to its blessings when it
was accomplished for us, and we are still blind to its inestimable
value, until the God of all grace is pleased to open the eyes and show
unto us His great salvation. May we all bear testimony that" we
have been called unto eternal glory through Christ Jesus" !
And all these blessings are conferred on them, we observe, by Christ
Jesus. "He hath called us," saith the apostle, " to His eternal glory
by Christ Jesus." Therefore the blood of Christ is called the" blood
of the Covenant," because it is at once the meritorious cause of the
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penitent believer's salvation, and the pledge and assurance of hi~
perseverance even unto the end. The Almighty Father, the eternal
Son, and the Holy Spirit have entered into Covenant for the complete
and final redemption of the people of God. In this Covenant of grace
every penitent believer is interested; by it he is secured. It is the
charter of his salvation. He is enabled to believe with the apostle
that the God of all grace hath called him to his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, and to that glory he is enabled to look forward with the eye
of faith; having been convinced of sin and led to a Saviour, reconciled
to God and enjoying communion with Him, and walking before Him
in love. He is one of those whom the Seventeenth Article of the
Church of England describes in the following terms: "Chosen in
Christ out of mankind to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to
honour." And the Christian experience of such is then subjoined.
"Wherefore, they which were endued with so excellent a benefit of
God, be called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in
due season: they through grace obey the calling: they be justified
freely: they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like
the image of Hie only begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously
in good works, and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity." They are called to "His eternal glory by Chri t
Jesus"; being as the apostle had declared at the opening of the
epistle, "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus."
We observe that the apostle does not pray that these scattered
strangers should be taken out of the world, or immediately relieved
from the sufferings to which they were exposed by the fierce persecutions which prevailed; but he prays that" after they have suffered
a while" they might be made perfect, etc. Suffering, in some shape
or other, is the lot of all true believers; it is necessary for them,
necessary to wean them from this world, to purify their faith, to
brighten their hope, to lead them nearer to their God, to spiritualize
their views and affections and to draw up their souls above this
material clay to things high and heavenly. The chastisement of
believers is an assurance of Divine love to them, for" whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth."
He saith, " After ye have suffered a while." In the original language
it means a little while, a short season-delightful thought! The
sufferings of believers cannot be of' very long endurance-they are
all for a season; life itself is but a little while compared with eternity,
and if Christians are to go on their way weeping here below and to go
down to their graves mourning, still when they look back from the
confines of eternity to the season of sorrow, they will call their afflictions
short and light, seeing that they" worked out for them a more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
2. The first of the terms in the text, "make you 'J-'erfect," signifies
to combine or knit together as parts of a building or as members of
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a body; and the substance of the apostolic prayer appears to be, that
all the trials, afflictions and temptations of the people of God, from
without and from within, might through Divine grace be overruled
and sanctified to promote mutual love and affection; that as the
surrounding dangers and terrors cause the timid flock to crowd
together, and press and lean upon each other, so the cruel persecutions
to which believers were then subject might draw them closer together,
bind them more and more nearly by the bonds of the Gospel, and, as
companions in affliction, fellow-sufferers and fellow-pilgrims, they
might be knit together in love, more enduring, more affectionate, in
proportion as the fires of affliction and persecution burnt more fiercely.
That Christ's temple, the Church, built upon the sure foundation stone
in Zion, might be so firmly cemented together in all its parts, that
nothing might prevail to loosen or subvert it, that His people might
be all one body, of which He was the Head, so that if one member
suffered, all the ~embers might suffer with it.
The three other terms convey but one idea-" stablish, strengthen,
settle you"; and whether they be applied to the Church universal,
or to every individual member of it, the prayer was, that they might
by grace alone become established and consistent Christians: not
being like children, driven about by every wind of doctrine, but rooted
and grounded in love; that they might hold fast "the beginning of
their confidence steadfast unto the end": "that they might be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh them a reason
of the hope which was in them, with meekness and fear," that they
might make it manifest to all that they had not followed cunningly
devised fables, but the word of truth. They should thus be stablished,
strengthened and settled in the faith of the Gospel; and thus should
they be confirmed in every good word and work. This same apostle
exhorts them (2 Peter i. 5-7), " giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance;
and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For
if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ."
3. Finally, I notice the doxology with which the apostle closes the
sub}ect: "To Whom be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
The work of salvation is performed to manifest forth His glory. The
loveliness of His works in creation has been tarnished and polluted
by sin; Satan has defiled it. Neither we nor the world we live in can
any longer be called good, but only evil and that continually, and sin
and misery abound on every side. Therefore is man's salvation by
Christ Jesus restored to eternal glory-the original glory; and we
doubt not that, in the wonderful scheme of redemption, God is more
infinitely glorified than if man had never fallen; and if at creation
" the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy," the angels and the archangels stoop now with longing desire to
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look into the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh; and
hereafter amidst assembled worlds, angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven will unite in celebrating the wonders of redeeming
love, which will be the subject of adoration and praise throughout
eternity: and the glory and dominion and power will be attributed
to the Lamb for ever, because He hath redeemed sinners out of every
nation and kindred and tongue and people, and made them kings and
priests unto God for ever: and therefore we must begin this song
now in the house of our pilgrimage, and ascribe all the glory of our
salvation to God's wisdom and love, and faithfulness in Christ Jesus,
saying, " Not unto us, not unto us, 0 Lord, but unto Thy Name be
all the praise!" Glory and dominion be unto God for ever. Amen:
that is, 80 be it-let it be done. We solemnly ratify this ascription
of praise and glory where it alone is due, even to Him Who is the God
of all grace and mercy, and Who alone begins and finishes the work of
man's salvation.
If we know Him, "if we have tasted that He is gracious," if we
have learned our lost state by nature, and experienced the power of
Christ to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by Him, then
may we offer the prayer of the text in full assurance of faith. Our
God is a " God of all grace," and there is nothing that we helpless
sinners can want but we may find it in Him. Let us then draw near
to Him boldly, seeking mercy and grace to help us in every time of
need; let us cast ourselves on the multitude of His mercies and the
riches of His grace; let us be " steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord," in the deep and unshaken confidence, not
only" that our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord," but that He
Himself will stablish, strengthen, settle us. "To Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
[N.B.-The above sermon has been copied from an old newspaper
report by a kind correspondent. It was therefore not revised by the
author.-EDIToR.]
SERMONETTE.
ANIMAL SACRIFICES AND THEIR SIGNIFICATION.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.

THERE are reasons for believing that God instituted the offering of
animal sacrifices soon after the fall of man. The principal of these is,
that we read in the fourth chapter of Genesis that Cain and Abel brought
offerings to the Lord, Cain bringing" Of the fruit of the ground," and
Abel " Of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof," and that
the Lord" Had respect unto Abel, and to his offering," probably indicating His acceptance by consuming the sacrifice by fire from heaven
(Lev. ix. 24, etc.). "But unto Cain, and to his offering, He had not
respect." Now we are distinctly told (Heb. xi. 4) that it was" By
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain," and
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as we learn from Romans x. 17, that" Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God," it is clear that Goo must have spoken,
and declared His will regarding this matter, and Abel heard, believed,
and obeyed. From that time on, we read, repeatedly, of alt~rs (places
of sacrifice), and of the offering of sacrifices-Noah's, the Passover
lambs, the Levitical sacrifices connectl'd with the ritual of the Tabernacle and the Temple, etc. What did tbuse sacrifices signify, and what
were they designed to teach the people of God? In reply to this question, I quote the words of Hengstenberg, a learned German theologian
of the last century: "The sacriiice of an animal was accepted by God
as an atonement for sin, only because of some rite which gave the act a
meaning it did not itself possess. This could only be the reference to
the true sin-offering, foreshadowed by these typical sufferings. Only
by degrees, and imperfectly, did the Old Testament unveil the true
sin-offering before the eyes of believers. Two purposes were in the
first instance to be served by sacrifice. The first was to sharpen the
eye to the abominableness and the damnableness of sin. Everyone
who presented a sin-offering confessed by the very act that he had
deserved death by his sin, and thus contradicted most strongly and
glaringly that view of sin as a bagatelle, as a peccadillo, as a trifling
thing, to which the natural man is so strongly illclined, and which the
Mosaic law constantly and industriously aimed to uproot.
" The second purpose served by sin-offerings was to naturalize the idea
of substitution in the Church or congregation of God. By such means,
not only were the people of God accustomed to regard sin as a most
serious thing, and prevented from frivolously forgetting it, but also the
soil was prepared in its midst for the reception of the true mediation, so
soon as, in the course of history, it had been accomplished."
The true mediation was, of course, that of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
the true sin-offering, the offering of His body, once for all, on Calvary
(I Tim. ii. 5, 6; Heb. x. 10, 14).
The offering of the sacrifices of animals could not remove the guilt
of sin. The Apostle Paul, writing to Jews who had embraced Christianity, lays this down most clearly in the Epistle to the Hebrews. He
points out that the sacrifices which were offered, year by year, on " the
day of Atonement" (Lev. xvi.), could not remove a sense of guilt from
the consciences of the worshippers, inasmuch as, "It is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins." Had this
been the case, they would have ceased to be offered. But, on the contrary, in those sacrifices tbere was, " a remembrance again made of sins
every year." For every year the high priest of the Jews was instructed,
" to lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over
him all the iniquities of the children of Israel and all their transgressions
in all their sins" (Lev. xvi. 21).
But what the typical sacrifices of animals could not do, Christ, the
antitype, did. For, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,
He sat down on the right hand of God. His work, in contradistinction
to that of the Levitical priests, was a finished work. "For by one
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offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (see
"lIeb. x. 1--8).
I will conclude by again quoting weighty words of Hengstenberg :
" Regarding all that is written concerning the sin-offerings of the Old
Testament in this light, we shall be in a high degree affected and benefited thereby. We shall be penetrated by a conviction that sin may
not be treated lightly; we shall feel that we cannot help ourselves to
the forgiveness of sins as we like; that, according to God's eternal
order, there is no forgiveness without blood; that it is a crime to think
of presenting ourselves before the holy God and His strict judgment
seat with other pretended offerings; that the blood of atonement is
the real mark of distinction between the world and the people of God;
and, finally, that all separations from the world which are not rooted
in this blood of atonement must come to a miserable end. A consideration of the Old Testament sin-offering will force us nearer and nearer to
Christ and His cross, and bring us into more intimate union with Him
Who loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood."
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Conld give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
But Christ the heavenly Lamb
Takes all our SirHl away;
A sacrifice of nobler name.
Alld richer blood than they."

COUNSEL FROM: ROBERT TRAILL.
LOVERS of free grace who possess a copy of the Sermons of Robert
Trail!, the Puritan preacher, who lived between the years 1642 and
1716, count it as a prized possession. Long ago out of print, the
Sermons are bound in two volumes, faded and frail, but their messages
are as fresh as ever they were. . One of them (which was preached in
1682) is an answer to the question: By what means may mimsters
best win souls ?
The Sermon is based on St. Paul's words to Timothy: "Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine,. continue in them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee."
For ministers, Trail! says, this verse answers the question proposed
in two ways. First, by way of Instruction. It tells us what to do
(" Take heed, etc."), and secondly, by way of Encouragement (" Thou
shalt, etc.").
What are we to do 1
How often do we in 1932 ask this question! There is a falling away.
There are grievous disappointments. There are no fish coming into
the net, we think. What are we to do ?
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" "Take heed unto thyself."
" Such warnings imply always a case of difficulty and danger wherein
he is who getteth them." What do the words mean ~ Five things,
especially, says Traill.
1. Take heed that thou be a sound and sincere believer.
How searching are the old man's words-plain and searching! It
is not sufficient (whatever men tell us in these days of ours) to be
sincere Christians; we must also be sound. "The importance of
sincere godliness in a minister is written in the deep wounds that the
Church of Christ hath received by the hands of ungodly ministers."
God may make use of the gifts he has given to ungodly men (says
Traill), even in the ministry. This is one of His" deep paths." One
wonders what the good man would do if he could read some of the
Modernist literature which is flooding the market at present.
2. Take heed that thou be a called and sent minister.
He that can say, "Lord, Thou hast sent me," may boldly add,
"Lord, go with me and bless me."
And if we ask how may a man know that he is a minister called and
sent of God, there are marks and signs, Traill reminds us :
a. If the heart be filled with a single desire after the great end of
the ministry-to bring men back to God.
b. If there be in him a conscientious diligence in all the means of
attaining fitness for this great work.
c. If there be anything in us of a competent fitness for the work
of the ministry. The Lord calls no man to a work for which He doth
not qualify.
d. If the savour of a man's ministry on the hearts and consciences
of others be such as it ought to be.
These marks, among others, help to clear a man's mind in the matter.
3. Take heed that thou be a lively and thriving minister.
Not a sleepy and sickly one, in spiritual matters. "See that all
thy religion run not in the channel of thy employment." (How weighty
are the words!) "Unless there be great heed taken, it will be found
that our ministry and labour therein may eat out the life of our
Christianity."
4. Take heed unto thyself in temptations, and in reference to all the
trials wherewith thou meetest. No men are shot at more by Satan
than ministers.
5. Take heed unto thy doctrine.
a. See that it is Divine truth.
" Many ministers have found that they have preached better, and
to more profit to the people, when they got their sermon by meditation
on the Word-and prayer-than by turning over many authors.
Learned preaching (as it is called) is a vanity, pleasing principally to
such as neither design nor desire edification."
Ministers must pray much if they would be successful. Luther's
spending three hours daily in secret prayer is talked of rather than
imitated.
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b. And the subject matter Qf the doctrine must be Christ crucified.
" How little of Jesu'> Christ is there in some pUlpits! " says Traill.
(That was in 1682. Little did he knOw. how much truer his words
would be in 1932!) "It is seen as to success that whatever the law
doth in alarming sinners, it is still the Gospel voice that is the key
that opens the heart to Jesm Christ. Would ministers win souls?
Let them have more of Jesus Christ in their dealings with men
and less of other thingd that never profit them that are exercised
therein."
The establishing Divine truth upon the foundation of human reason
" as if there were some weakness and insufficiency in those methods
and arguments of working on men's com\ciencel> that the Holy Ghost
predcribes," was to Traill an abomination. "Quotations from the
Fathers-playing on words-jinglings and cadencies-are pitiful
ornaments unto preaching."
c. The message must come from the proper source. And the proper
source of all profitable preaching is the power of the Holy Spirit given
to hearts of hearers and preachers alike.
Whoever prospers in winning souls is first convinced that it is the arm
of J ehovah only can do the work.
A minister should pray for a blessing on the Word. How sweet and
easy it is for him (and likely it is to be the more profitable to the
people) to bring forth that Scripture as food to the souls of his people,
that he hath got opened to his own heart by the power of the Holy
Ghost, in the exercise of faith and love in prayer! It may be, this
may be the reason why some ministers of meaner gifts and parts
are more successful than some that are far above them in abilities.
Many good sermons are lost for lack of much prayer in study.
Traill concludes his Sermon with earnest words to his brother
preachers.
" You are called (he says) to the winning of souls-an employment
near akin to our Lord's work-the saving of souls.
" None of you are ignorant of the begun departure of our glory and
the daily advance of its depart.ure, and the sad appearances of the
Lord's being about to leave us. What can be the reason of this ?that when formerly a few lights raised up in the nation did shine so
as to scatter and dispel the darkness of popery in a little time, yet
now, when there are more and more learned men among us, the darkness comes on apace?
" Is it not because they were men filled with the Holy Ghost and
with power, and many of us are only filled with light and knowledge
and inefficacious notions of God's truth? Doth not always the
spirit of the ministers propagate itself among the people? A lively
ministry and lively Christians!
" Therefore be serious at heart. Believe and so speak. Feel, and
so speak; and, as you teach, so do. And then people will feel what
you say and obey God's Word."
RUFUS.
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SITTING DOWN.
.. WE will not sit down till he come hither." As I read these words a
few days ago in 1 Samuel xvi. 11, I was strongly impressed by them
as being so applicable to the case of the seeking sinner, not at rest
until the Greater David, the Son of David, the Son of God, appear to
his longing soul. I asked the Lord to give me by the light of the Holy
Spirit a deeper, closer meaning than the words convey at a glance.
You know the incident, dear reader. Samuel was bidden by the
Lord, Who had rejected Saul from being king, to fill his horn with oil
and go. "I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have
provided Me a king among his sons." Samuel seemed to hesitatehe was looking at his own apparent danger of losing his life. But the
Lord said, " Take an heifer with thee and say, I am come to sacrifice
to the Lord. And call J esse to the sacrifice and I will shew thee what
thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto Me him whom I name unto
thee." And without any more reluctance or argument" Samuel did
that which the Lord spake and came to Bethlehem." Jesse called his
sons before Samuel, and it is evident that Samuel was much impressed
with Eliab, when he said, " Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him.
But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on
the height of his stature, because I have refused him: for the Lord
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance
but the Lord looketh on the heart."
Dear child of God, don't you see in this story the history of many
human hearts. Did not the beauty of Eliab appeal to Samuel. Has
not the beauty of some human being, some lovable trait of character,
some attraction, excited admiration and adherence. You have said to
yourself, like Samuel, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him."
But it was not the Lord's choice. He seeth the heart.
Jesse made his other sons to pass before Samuel, but of each he said,
" The Lord hath not chosen this." Then he asked Jesse, " Are here
all thy children ~" Jesse then told him of the youngest, and" behold
he keepeth the sheep." He was not in the position of his brothelS.
" And Samuel said unto Jesse, $.end and fetch him: for we will not
sit down till he come hither." The expression, "sit down," implies
settlement, satisfaction.
And as for us, there is no satisfaction, no ease, no settling, until He,
the Almighty David, is the Lord of our hearts. We have followed
other lords, they have had dominion over us, but one after another has
brought disappointment. We cannot sit down, we cannot rest, till He
Himself appear.
We read of David: "Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful
countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint
him, for this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him
in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon
David from that day forward." "This is he." And we, too, when
we behold His beauty, Who is altogether lovely, as our Saviour,
Mediator, Brother, Friend, this Man Who died for us, exclaim: "This
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is He." The One I have longed for, the satisfier beyond all the Eliabs
and Abinadabs and Shammahs.
We have another beautiful passage concerning sitting down: "I sat
down under His shadow with great delight" (Cant. ii. 3). It is not
merely a shadow but His shadow. I am merged in Him-covered
with Him, satisfied, refreshed, rested, safe in Him. "Jesus Christ
interposes the shadow of His cross between the blazing rays of justice
and us sinners."
Ah! none can pluck the dear fruit of His suffering
from that seat under His shadow. Man lost the tree of life in Eden,
Jesus Christ restored the Tree of life on the cross. None can pluck it
from His Hands. The Hands that bled are the Hands that keep.
In Revelation xxii. 1, we read: "And he shewed me a pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the
river, was there the tree of life." And we read of its fruits. We read
in Canticles ii. 3, "And His fruit was sweet to my taste." Sweet,
indeed, for it is pardoned sin, accomplished victory, eternal glory, all
in Him and through Him. We taste now-we shall drink up there.
.. The streams on ea.rth I've tasted
More deep I'll drink above."
" Yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Cant. v. 1). How lavish Christ
i8! How complete all His works! How satisfying His language! How
full His salvation and His substitution. "He gave Himself for us "one is " lost in wonder, love, and praise."
•. Oh! Christ HH is the Fountain
The deep sweet wllll of love."
Dear reader, it is overwhelming! but .. we shall see Him, we shall
know Him, we shall tell Him all our hearts could never say." Yes, there
is no endi'l'tg to His wonderful redeeming love. We shall sit down
under His shadow with GREAT delight, for ever satisfied, and the joy
NETTlE.
shall be mutual.
THE FIRE OF THE LORD.
ONE day recently it fell to my lot to find a misplaced card. I knew
that it would certainly be found if over four thousand cards were
turned over, but surely there was .. a more excellent way" than
carrying through so long a hunt. I asked the Lord to direct me to it
straight away. How often He has heard such requests. But I was
struck with the manner of the prayer-if such it could be called. It
was more like a dull, weary statement of fact in spiritless words and
suggestion. Somewhere, I believe, there was a hope, but of such a
listless sort, that I could only know that I had done all that I could,
and that God hears the cry of the poor-poor in argument and
pleading. He so graciously and without reproof made a rule for" any
manner of lost thing" (Exod. xxii. 9). I then went and looked for
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the card, and in two minutes found it. No joy came with it. The
same dulness prevailed, but, as it says (Hosea xiv. 2), I took" words"
and acknowledged that I had found the card, and that it was His doing.
It surely was an answer of peace, why not an answer that gave some
joy of lightheartedness? I might have been told that the whole
thing was too trivial. But this comforted me. "the God that
answereth by fire, let Him be God." Elijah had asked for fire, and
God gave it to him, and it was known that day that he was the servant
of Jehovah, battling and bearing the burden and heat of the day. His
joy and thanksgiving were not mentioned. It was while subject to
the feelings that we have, that he prayed and obtained. The God
that answers by fire is His people's God. The love that burns placidly
on, or that smoulders almost invisibly, or that wakes up in glowing
and ardent flame, is His answer to Christ's will and intercession, and
to the blessed Spirit's groanings in their souls. This is a fire that they
cannot put out, that God never will put out, and so their hearts burn
within them when He talks with them by the way; and still burn
when, although He seems to have gone, they speak to each other. The
fire of eternal love, the Sun of Righteousness, is there and will go no
more down. What a comfort it is to believe that though discouragements are poured over them like the water in the trench, yet His Own
fire will prevail. Many waters cannot quench His love.
The apostle says, " Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot
be moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire." The
apostle wished for himself and his friends that they might learn the
blessedness more and more of waiting in quietness and confidence,
resignation and abandonment on Him Whose fire shall try every man's
work, without exception. Every man's work is to be tried by fire,
sooner or later-every man is to be judged, and we, the apostle said
elsewhere, who are chastened here and now will not be condemned
with the wicked. His fire is in Zion now. It is a8 if all the burdens
and griefs, any or everything that makes them shrink, or keeps them
from running riot in self-confidence and spiritual independence, all
that militates against a life of sdf- pleasing and self righteousness, all
that makes the spirit poor, is His fire that is in Zion for His Own flock
of slaughter. Year after year the Lord goes on with His Own work,
sitting, so He says, as a Refiner. There is no hurry with Him. How
happy for us when there is no hurry in our spirits either, when we
have grace to serve Him reverently, submissively, quietly, while He
takes His Own way and time, consuming that which is not His. Some
day He will say, " It is enough." His end will be reached, His object
obtained. Nothing will be lost that was worth having. Every thing
will be gained that He designed, for His work is perfect.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"THERE are differences of degree in outward sin; there are no
differences in respect of sin being in our nature."-Mr. J. K. Popham.
9
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THE NATURE OF THE ATONEMENT.
FROM J. A. HALDANE'S Doctrine of the Atonement.

ATONEMENT means expiation of guilt, satisfaction for an offence
committed. It is used in Scripture interchangeably with reconciliation. If sufficient,. it removes the ground of variance, so that the
offender and the offended walk in harmony. God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them; their iniquities were blotted out as a cloud, and their transgressions as a thick cloud. This was not the effect of any change in
the Divine mind in regard to sin, for God is of purer eyes than to
behold iniquity; He cannot look .upon sin. It was the effect of the
sacrifice of the Son of God, Who, being made under the law, which
His people had broken, by His perfect obedience magnified and made
it honourable, and, by enduring its curse in the character of their
Surety and Substitute, removed their guilt, redeemed them from death,
delivered them from the power of Satan, and translated them into
His everlasting kingdom.
The Hebrew word rendered Atonement, signifies COVERING. By the
death of Jesus, the sins of His people are covered, so that when they
are sought for they shall not be found. Hence the apostle describes
the blessedness of the man whose sins are covered. The covering of the
ark, which contained the tables of the law, was called the mercyseat; it was the throne of God, Who dwelt between the cherubim
in the midst of His chosen people. Thus was represented the union
of justice and mercy in the character of the God of Israel. The law
had been broken, but, as it is unchangeable, the tables were renewed,
and, by God's appointment, a covering was provided for them.
The Covenant of redemption was made in the everlasting council.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-the one Jehovah-took part in
the accomplishment of this most wonderful tran action. In the
fulness of time the Word was made flesh; a body was prepared by
the power of the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin; and the
Father sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
to be the Head of a countless multitude, who had been chosen in
Him, and to whom, as the objects of God's everlasting love, eternal
life had been promised before the world began (Titus i. 2).
The great mystery of godliness is God manifest in the flesh (1 Tim.
iii.16). Although all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him bodily,
He appeared in the form of a servant, and was in all things conformed
to the will of Him that sent Him. He neither did nor spoke anything
of Himself. By the Holy Spirit given to Him without measure, He
taught that doctrine which He had heard and learned of His Father,
performing those mighty works which proved His Divine mission;
and, having fulfilled all that was written of Him in the Scriptures of
truth, He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. No man took His
life from Him; He laid it down of Himself. This commandment
He had received from His Father. There was no remission of s;n
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under the law of Moses without the shedding of blood; and this was
a figure of the shedding of the blood of the Lamb of God, by which
the sins of the true Israel are removed. He was in the bosom of His
Father; He was fully acquainted with His most secret purposes.
He made His soul an offering for sin, He knew the sacrifice was accepted,
and, in token of this, He resumed the life which He had voluntarily
laid down. The unity of the Godhead is exhibited in the resurrection
of Jesus. It is ascribed to the Father-" He was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father" (Rom. vi. 4); it is ascribed to Himself-" I lay down My life, that I might take it again ". (John x. 17);
and also to the Holy Spirit-" He was put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit" (1 Pet. iii. 18).
Thus was every part of the plan of salvation conducted by Him
Whose law had been violated. The malignity of sin was made known
by the infinite price of the redemption of those whom Christ is not
ashamed to call brethren. The Son of God was at once the priest
and the offering: in His Divine nature He was equally incapable of
humiliation and exaltation; but He was found in fashion as a man,
and with His own full consent,-after passing the days of His pilgrimage upon this earth, which had been cursed for man's sake, He was
brought to the dust of death. But the Prince of Life could not be
held under its power. He died a victim to sin, and descended into
the lower parts of the earth. Then, for the first time, the grave said,
" It is enough." Justice and truth descended from heaven to roll
away the stone from the sepUlchre; mercy and peace took part in
the work, and the Son of God came forth from the grave as the firstborn of many brethren, the Head of the new creation. In that nature
in which He had endured such deep humiliation, as the reward of His
work, He ascended far above all heavens, that He might fill all things;
and thus was the Son glorified with the glory which He had with the
Father before the world was. Not only did the decree go forth that
every knee should bow to Him, and every tongue confess that He is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father, but angels, principalities, and
powers are subject to the Son of Man, Who has for ever sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens, holding the reins of
universal dominion, and, having received power over all flesh, that He
might give eternal life to as many as God hath given Him.
Before His ascension He commanded His ambassadors to go into
all the world, and to preach the glad tidings of pardon, through faith
in His name, to mankind, assuring them of His presence and countenance to the end of the world. The apostles were eminently qualified
for the work in which they were to be engaged; they were taught,
not by man but by God, the Gospel which they were to preach; still
they felt that, like the prophet, they were in the valley of dry bonee,
and that Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God giveth the
increase. The Lord alone knoweth them that are His, the travail of
His soul, the purchase of His blood,r but they are manifested by
listening to His voice, by being made willing in a day of power. By
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means of the truth He enters their heart; and although Satan be not
immediately expelled, although he still maintains an unholy warfare,
the children of God, after being made conformable to the death of
their elder Brother, shall, like Him be brought from the dead through
the blood by which the everlasting Covenant was ratified. Such is the
nature of the Atonement of Christ, in which is given the fullest
manifestation of the Divine glory.
The redemption of the Church of God is illustrated by the right of
redemption in Israel. If an Israelite-for this law respected Israel
alone-waxed poor, and had been sold for debt, he might redeem
himself, or any of his near kinsmen might redeem him. Now Jesus,
by His incarnation, became the near kinsman, the brother of His
people, and consequently had the right of redemption. They were
all the sons of His mother, were all named after Him, the seed of the
woman (Gen. iii. 15; Rev. xii. 17). They were sold under sin, had
incurred condemnation; but He redeemed them from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for them. They had trampled on the
Divine authority; but He restored what He took not away. The
first man dishonoured God by rebellion; the second Man, the Lord
from heaven, gave glory to God in the highest, by magnifying the law,
and making it honourable.
The fallen angels departed from God: what was their offence we
know not, but it involved them in swift destruction, and they are
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness to the judgment of the
great day. Mankind were, by the sin of Adam, in whom they were
created, involved in the same condemnation. They had violated
the law of God, which is light, and their lamp was put out in obscure
darkness; so that amidst all the glories of creation, proclaiming the
eternal power and Godhead of the Most High, they changed the glory
of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible
man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Had
they been left to themselves, had not an Atonement been provided,
the chains of darkness-like those which bind the fallen angels,
and which have for ever excluded them from the knowledge and
enjoyment of God-would have been everlasting; but God had
thoughts of mercy to an innumerable multitude of the race of Adam,
whom it was His eternal purpose, not only to pluck as brands from
the burning, but, in their salvation, to give to the principalities
and powers in hea.venly places the most conspicuous view of His
character, and to exhibit the perfect harmony of those glorious
attributes which, to every created intelligence, seemed irreconcilable.
Both God's justice and truth appeared irrevocably pledged for the
destruction of fallen man. A law had been given him, sanctioned
by the penalty of death; in other words, destruction from the presence
of the Lord-separation from the source of purity, holiness, and
happiness. This law had been violated-the penalty incurred;
justice and truth seemed imperatively to demand that the sentence
should be executed. There was no eye to pity. Mankind lay under
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the curse of the Almighty; and all God's obedient and intelligent
{lreation regarded with loathing and disgust the lost and ruined family.
There was no hand to help. The thought of interfering in their behalf
would have been rebellion and misery. He Who says to the sea,
Hitherto shalt thou come, but no farther, and here shall thy proud
waves be stayed, had permitted Satan to triumph over man-to involve
him, as he imagined, in the same hopeless misery in which himself
was involved; but his success was made the means of his own punishment and degradation. He had by conquest become the god of this
world. All mankind were by nature the children of wrath, led captive
by the devil at his will. They were given over to the hand of a cruel
lord, and a fierce king ruled over them; but his triumph was short:
the coming of the second Man, the Head of God's elect, Who was to
contend with him upon his own ground, was immediately announced.
He was to recover from the usurped dominion of Satan a countless
multitude, who should be raised to a state of glory, security, and
happiness, of which Adam's first estate, although he were made in
the ima ge of God, was but a figure; and so far from the justice of
God being tarnished by the forgiveness of sin, it was more gloriously
illustrated than if all mankind had for ever perished. So astonishing
is the channel through which the mercy of God flows to sinners, that
the angels desire to look into it; and the glory of the character of
God-His unspotted purity, His inviolable justice, and His eternal
truth-are placed in a point of view which no created understanding
could have conceived. This subject is too vast for our comprehension;
it passeth knowledge; but the outline is revealed with sufficient clearness, while we are guarded against intruding into those things which
we " have not seen, vainly puffed up in our fleshly mind."
We are not for a moment to suppose that the Atonement was
necessary to change the feelings of the Father towards those in whose
behalf it was offered. No. He gave His elect-the objects of His
unchangeable everlasting love-to His Son. The" counsel of peace
stood between them both"; but the Atonement was essentially necessary, in order that this love might flow to them in an honourable
{lhannel; that, so far from the glory of God being tarnished by their
salvation, every Divine attribute might be placed in a more conspicuous
point of view; while a multitude which no man can number shall be
brought from the dead-clothed in the everlasting righteousness of
the Son of God, and adorned with all the beauties of holiness-to the
enjoyment of an exceeding, even an eternal weight of glory; so that
in their redemption God shall appear glorious in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders.
We have seen that the Surety and Substitute of fallen man must
be a Divine Person. While every creature is at the absolute disposal
of its Creator, He could not, in consistency with His glorious perfections, make one creature responsible for the sin of another. But in the
redemption of His people, by the incarnation, sufferings, and death
of His only-begotten Son, an exhibition is made to the universe of the
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infinite treasures of wisdom and knowledge which are hid in God.
Here all His glorious attributes are fully manifested.
We are taught that it became Him for Whom are all things, and
by Whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make
the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. In Himself He was absolutely perfect-holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners; but, as the Saviour of His people, He was made perfect
(Heb. ii. 6). Sin and suffering are inseparable: in order to be the salvation of His people, He must bear their sins in His own body on the
tree-He must be made sin for them, and suffer its just demerits,
that, their guilt being expiated, He might justly claim their restoration
to God and happiness; and confer upon them an exceeding and an
eternal weight of glory.
While the people of God are complete in Christ, during their abode
in this world they bear about with them a body of sin and death.
Their intercourse with their God and Father is maintained through
their great High Priest and Advocate. No man cometh to the Father
but by Him Who ever liveth to make intercession, not for the world,
but for those who were given Him by the Father (John xvii. 9). He is
the Friend of sinners, but He is Jesus Christ the righteous; for His
intercession is founded on the perfection of the expiation which
He made for His people upon the cross. He is the Mediator between
God and man, the Surety of the everlasting Covenant, through whom
every spiritual and heavenly blessing descends upon His brethren,
the children of that Covenant, while in Him they have boldness and
access with confidence into the holiest of all. No wonder the apostle
determined to know nothing in his intercourse with the people of
God but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. This is the true light by
which alone any of our fallen race can possibly be enlightened; for
thus our guilt, which as a thick cloud concealed God from our view,
is removed. To every child of Adam in his natural state, God dwells
in impenetrable darkness; but, says the apostle, we know that the
Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may
know Him that is true; and we are in Him that is true, even in His
Son Jesus Christ. This is the - true God, and eternal life. Little
children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen (1 John v. 20, 21). We
may compare this with our Lord's words: "And this is life eternal,
that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
Whom Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3). Unless we have seen God
as He has revealed Himself in our crucified and risen Redeemer, we
worship we know not what; and it is of little consequence whether
the object of our worship be a stock or a stone, or an idol of our own
imagination.
" THE sabbath and marriage were two ordinances instituted in innocency; the former for the preservation of the Church, the latter for the
preservation of the world of mankind."-Matthew Henry.
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NATIVITY PLAYS.
(From" The English Churchman" of January 14th.)
THE staging of a Nativity Play in Bristol Cathedral brought some
protests to the Dean (the Very Rev. H. L. C. de Candole), but he
avowed to a Press reporter that they were too few to call for notice
compared with the popular approval of the project. We are glad to
notice in The Bristol Times and Mirror the following letter on the
subject from the pen of Miss L. Ormiston, a daughter of the late
Rev. James Ormiston, former editor of The English Churchman.
" SIR,-Those who are opposing that which is at the Cathedral this
week take their stand on the Holy Scriptures, and on that alone, as
the one infallible, supreme, final, and all-sufficient authority to which
all matters of faith, worship, and practice must be submitted.
" This is the uncompromising principle of the Church of England
and its consistent teaching. God has spoken once for all as to the
manner in which He will be worshipped, in spirit and in truth. He
has ordained that faith comes by hearing (not by sight), and hearing
by the Word of God (Rom. x. 17). He has declared we walk by faith,
not by sight (2 Cor. v. 7), and without this God-given faith none can
please Him.
" The very mention of the word' play' in connection with the most
stupendous event Heaven had ever witnessed, when the Eternal
Messenger of the Covenant, before 'Whom angels veil their faces,
suddenly came to His Temple, condemns it, and fills with horror those
who, by grace, tremble at His Word. And they stand aghast at the
presumption of sinful mortals daring to represent sinless immortal
Heavenly beings. It was no play to God the Father; it was no play
to God the Son; it was no play to God the Holy Spirit. It is no
play to a sin-convicted soul. It will be found to be no play to a lost
soul.
" These so-called plays are, indeed, necessarily as far from God's
Truth as the East is from the West in their conception, their setting,
and their materialization. At the time of the Reformation in the
full and glorious light of the opeD, read, and loved English Bible, the
works of darkness were cast off and the lying, ignorant, revolting
religious' plays' were swept away.
" Now, when again the shades of darkness are gathering thick upon
our beloved country owing to a neglected, ignored, disobeyed, attacked,
and insulted Bible, they are once again daring to show themselves.
" There are many citizens to-day whose feelings are strong and deep
against this Cathedral performance, who would have voiced their
protest had they found a means or written it had they known whom
to address. Will you allow me, sir, to speak for some of them, in
touch as I am with many through the various religious societies with
which I have the honour of being connected ~ Revelation xxii. 18, 19 ;
Deuteronomy iv. 2.
"L.. ORMISTON."
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LOST AND FOUND.
A

TRUE STORY FOR YOUNG READERS.

IN the happy days when my children were" like olive plants round
about my table" (Ps. cxxviii. 3), it was my custom to take them into
the country in the autumn to spend a whole day in the fields.
On one of these happy occasions we went by train to Mill Hill, on
the Midland main line, having then to walk about two miles up the hill
to our destination. There was then-about thirty-two years agoa grass border on the left side of the road, and the grass was thick and
tangled. We reached the field in due time, and at noon sat down to
have our dinner.
While thus engaged, one of my daughters, about ten years of age,
said: "Oh, father, I cannot find my folding scissors, and am afraid
I have lost them." "Are you sure you brought them ~" "Quite
sure, because I used them in the train; and I am so sorry, because
they were your birthday present."
After our repast, I said that if they would all remain in that field,
I would walk down the hill to look for the lost thing. The promise
was given and faithfully kept. I walked on the grass for about a mile,
when it came into my mind to pray for success. At that time many
things in my life were matters for prayer, and I was favoured to spread
them before the Lord; and then I asked Him that I might find the
lost scissors. On opening my eyes I thought there was something
bright at the toe of my right foot, and there they were! Without
knowing it, I had been standing on them all the time I was praying;
and moreover, if I had been only one inch further, I could not have
seen them because of the tangled grass.
But the best part of my story is yet to come. I went back to the
field without giving any sign of success; and as soon as I reached the
gate my daughter ran to me, and said, " I am sure you have found
them!" "How can you be sure ~" "Because as soon as you had
gone I prayed to God that you 1p.ight find them. I am quite sure you
have."
I can never forget my double joy; nor would it be easy to forget
even the details of that day. Sur.'ly, here was fulfilled that gracious
promise: "Before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear." Many times "ince, I have gone to Mill Hill,
and have stood on the very spot, beneath an old oak tree, and thanked
my gracious Lord for His countless melcies to me.
Oh, that the Hearer of prayer would gnnt to our dear young friends
the spirit of prayer! He hears prayer for mercies in providence; and
nothing is too small or too trivial for His notice. And He hears prayer
for gracious blessings; and nothing is too hard or too great for His
power and His love to give and to perform.
Oricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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"ALL THINGS."
A SHORT time ago a missionary in a foreign land had a great disappointment, which he felt very keenly. Writing, however, to a fellowmissionary about it, he said: "But it is one of the all things." Do
all my dear young readers know of what text he was thinking? You
will find it in Rom. viii. 28-" We know that all things work together
for good to them that love God." What a great mercy it is that the
true children of God can thus trust in their Heavenly Father's wisdom
and grace, being quite sure of the truth of this great assurance!
On one occasion a woman came to see me to tell me some sad news,
and after we had talked about it, she said, "Well! all things work
together for good." I replied-" Yes, to them that love God." I am
afraid that she did not like the limitation. And yet we are not taught
anywhere in the Bible that "all things work together for good" to
everybody. Indeed, what we are told is that" all things work together
for good to them that love God, to them that are the called according
to His purpose, which tells us who they are who truly love God. Can
you through God's great mercy, say that He has called you by His
Holy Spirit, and brought you out of darkness into His marvellous light?
God calls in many different ways. Sometimes it is through a striking
event such as the sudden death of a friend, or a remarkable escape from
death, but more frequently a message from God's Word is used. You
will, no doubt, have heard of some whom the Lord has called, whohave, by the gracious working of the Holy Spirit, obeyed the call.
Read on in Romans viii. and see what wonderful blessings are bestowed
on all who are" the called according to His purpose."
An interesting remark about" all things" comes from one who sailed
for China as a missionary last September, and who is now deep in the
study of the difficult language. She writes; "We had Rom. viii.
18 to 30 at Chinese prayers this week, and it was lovely finding a few
characters with the help of my English Bible. I can see what riches
there will be in another version frpm the first bit of wealth I find. In
Chinese the usual word for' all ' also means' 100,' but if you want
to use an emphatic 'all,' you use a word which means '10,000.' It
was delightful to find that this is the word used in Rom. viii. 28, 'All
things work together for good.' "
The following beautiful lines by Miss F. R. Havergal show how she
rested on this truth ;.. Our yet unfinished story
Is tending all to this :
To God the greatest glory,
To us the greatest bliss.
If all things work together
For ends so grand and blest,
What need to wonder whether
Each in itself is best?
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If some things were omitted,

Or altered as we would,
The whole might be unfitted
To work for perfect good.
Our plans may be disjointed,
But we may calmly rest;
What God has once appointed
Is better than our best.
We cannot set before us,
But our all·seeing Friend
Is always watching o'er us,
And knows the very end,"
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l8rottstant 15earon.
BISHOP GORE'S FUNERAL.
date February 1, Mr. Kensit has addressed the following
letter of protest to the Archbishop of York ;"My Lord Archbishop,-I do not know how many may have
written you concerning the extraordinary proceedings at the funeral
of Bishop Gore in the Monastic House at Mirfield, but, at any rate,
I must enter my solemn protest against the part you have taken.
So many fail to speak their minds plainly to Archbishops and Bishops
that they must come to think it matters little how far the Protestant
character of our Church is betrayed. Yet the feeling against the
Bishops increases in strength because of this betrayal almost day by
day.
"I have before me various reports of the ceremonies attached to
the funeral, and anything more unlike what the Church of England
should be in her reformed character one can hardly imagine. It is
stated that 'Father' Talbot, Superior of the Community, sang
, solemn High Mass,' and presumably the following report from The
Yorkshi1'e Post is accurate ;" 'During the Absolutions of the Dead, the Archbishop, the
Bishop and the Superior, each in turn, made three circuits of the
catafalque, sprinkling holy water and offering incense as they made
their way round.'
"One marvels that in your responsible office, as Archbishop of
York, you should have lent any countenance to such proceedings,
particularly as you are not unfamiliar with history, nor with the reasons
for which the Church of England cut off these things completely in
the days of the Reformation. We then abolished' Masses,' whether
, High' or 'Requiem,' or any other, for the plain and Scriptural
reason, as our thirty-first Article states, that they' were blasphemous
fables and dangerous deceits.' That this was not merely high-flown
verbiage is plain from the reason set out in the Article, which is an
assertion' of the one oblation of Ghrist finished upon the Cross,' and
that it is erroneous altogether for a priest to 'offer Christ for the quick
and the dead to have remission of pain or guilt.' It is quite plain
that you, as Archbishop, actually took part in an imitation of a
'Requiem Mass' of the Church of Rome, so specifically condemned
by our Church, and that as you proceeded from the 'High Altar'
out of the Church, accompanied by cross-bearers, acolytes, and thurifers,
you turned right and left to bless the kneeling congregation as you
passed.
" I should like to challenge your Grace to state what acolytes and
thurifers and holy water have to do with the religion of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. You will not question the fact that the use of
holy water in connection with Christian worship is directly traceable
from paganism, and clearly the garments worn on this particular
UNDER
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occasion, during which you seem to have been dressed in a black and
silver cope, are as far removed from the simplicity of apostolic practice
as it is possible to conceive. Apart from these considerations, you are
pledged, equally with the clergyman holding humblest rank in our
Church, to use the forms provided by the Book of Common Prayer
prescribed and none other. How can it be expected that humbler
clergy will obey the law when an Archbishop sets it so clearly at
defiance ?-Yours faithfully,
J. A. KENSIT."
WYCLIFFE.
(BEING CHAPTER III OF DR. F. J. HAMILTON'S" THE BEST
BOOK OF ALL." SEE OUR REVIEW OF THIS BOOK.)
YEARS rolled away; and with the flight of time great changes took
place in the condition of the British people. The Normans were
victorious at the great Battle of Hastings in 1066, and the conquerors
introduced a new element into the life and speech of the nation. Slowly
but surely this element was engrafted upon the old Anglo-Saxon, and
the English language received that shape and being which it has
manifested ever since. When the language was ready, then God
raised up a man to use it in His service, for His glory, and for the
nation's welfare. This was Wycliffe; the commanding genius of the
fourteenth century and "the Morning Star of the Reformation."
Space will only admit of a very brief sketch of his life as a patriot,
writer, and reformer. We are chiefly concerned with him here as a
translator. But we must not forget that the work of reformation and
translation started from the same source and went on side by side.
The Bible, long neglected and little known, was brought to light and
studied. Its saving truths took possession of pious souls. Then they
were filled with the longing, on the one hand to bring back the doctrine
and practice of religion to its inspired standard, and, on the other
hand, to make it accessible and free to all sorts and conditions of men.
Wycliffe welcomed it to his own heart as his delight and counsellor;
and, by the Spirit's blessing, it converted him into a humble believer
in Christ, a genuine lover of his country, a noble author, a fearless
reformer, and a faithful translator. Born in the village of Yorkshire,
from which he derived his name, he gave early promise, even in that
remote home, of the rare talents and devotion to study for which he
was afterwards famous. It is probable that he was still very young
when he entered Oxford University, but he soon distinguished himself
by his ability and industry. He did not hurry through his course,
" they were not misers of their time in those days," but in due season
he obtained his degree and was appointed as one of the University
lecturers. Unlike the other professors, he used his position to teach
the students out of the Word of God. This novel teaching, given with
the power and earnestness of a master-mind and a righteous soul, soon
attracted numbers and exercised a far-reaching influence. Many
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must have received first and deep impressions of Divine truth while
listening to him in Merton and Balliol Colleges and in Canterbury Hall.
In due time God called him to take his part on another and a wider
stage. His voice was heard in the Parliament of the realm denouncing
papal tyranny and exaction, and boldly vindicating the rights and
liberties of the English people. In 1374 he was sent as one of the
Royal Commissioners to Bruges to treat with the Roman Legates
about the independence of the British crown and kingdom. His intercourse with the Pope's agents and the insight which he got into their
wickedness, made much the same impression upon him as Luther afterwards received from his celebrated visit to Rome; and he returned to
England a more determined reformer than ever.
It is needless to say that he could not carry on this work without
exciting the hatred and opposition of priests and friars, and even of the
Pope himself.
Five Papal Bulls were launched against him by Gregory XI, but
these terrible documents were powerless to do him real harm. More
than once he was cited to appear before the ecclesiastical authorities
and to stand his trial for heresy. In the beginning of his troubles he
had a powerful friend in John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster; and he
even enjoyed royal favour and patronage. But later in life he had
none to take his part, he was condemned at the Blackfriars Priory in
London, and yet, by some means or other, he was saved from a fiery
martyrdom. In his treatise on The Truth of Holy Scripture, he expressed his expectation of being burned to death. However, God had
not so decreed it for him.
The last days of his life were spent quietly in his Vicarage at Lutterworth. On Dec. 31st, 1384, he was stricken down by paralysis while
officiating in his Church, and before the dawn of the new year he
passed out of time into eternity.
The malice of his enemies pursued his mortal remains. His bones
were dug up and burnt, and their ashes thrown over the bridge into
the Swift. Then, to use the often quoted illustration, "the Swift
bore them to the Severn, the Severn carried them to the narrow seas,
the narrow seas in turn swept them outward to the ocean; a fit emblem
of his doctrine which, from its small beginning, has now spread over
the world."
'WYCLIFFE'S TRANSLATION.

But this great reformer before the Reformation was not only a
scholar and an enthusiastic patriot, he was also a practical lllan; he
saw that the appeal must be made to the people, and that they must
have the means of judging between truth and error in their own hands.
He also saw that, by the suppression of the Bible, they were deprived
of their God-given rights and of the one way by which they might
know the real religion of Christ Jesus. Moreover, he knew very well
that the darkness of the superstition and idolatry, everywhere prevalent, could only be dispelled by the light of the Holy Word itself.
Lechler gives good reasons for believing that the Preface to the Gospel
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Harmony was written by WyclifIe, and in that preface it is laid down
as a great fundamental principle that" Christians ought to travail day
and night upon the text of Holy Writ, especially upon the Gospel in
their M other tongue."
WYCLIFFE'S HELPERS-NICHOLAS HEREFORD.

But he not only contended for this principle, he also worked upon
it. He succeeded in translating the New Testament; his friend
Nicholas Hereford helped him with the old; and two years before his
death he had the joy of publishing the first English Bible, and giving
to his countrymen the means of hearing and reading in their own
tongue the wonderful works of God.
He also appointed godly men, full of zeal and piety, to go through
the land bringing with them copies of the new version. And these
"poor preachers," as they were called, took every opportunity of
setting its saving truths before the people. In town and country,
streets and market places, open highways and private houses, they
read and expounded the Holy Scriptures, until Gospel light broke in
upon the long prevailing darkness, and numbers exchanged their superstitions and idolatries for the pure religion of Jesus Christ. These
afterwards, under the nickname of Lollards, became a well-known
and widely diffused army of witnesses for the Saviour during the long
night of gloom and trouble which preceded the Reformation dawn.
RICHARD PURVEY.

Four years after Wycliffe's death, a revision of his English Bible
was made under the direction of one Richard Purvey, who calls himself
" a simple creature," but who was wise enough to employ some learned
men, " good and cunning fellows," to help him in the work. Probably
this revision was more widely circulated even than its original. But,
at any rate, many copies of both must have been written out, and they
became the seed of the great revival of the sixteenth century, which
has since yielded such abundant harvest all the world over.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE financial year closes at the end of March, and the Committee
will much appreciate the kindness of friends if they will send their
SUbscriptions as early in March as possible. There is great need of
new subscribers, and the Secretary will gladly send literature explaining
fully the work in which the Committee are engaged on behalf of the
aged and poor members of the Lord's family.
There are 1085 of the aged Christians of various denominations being
assisted at the present time, and their gratitude for the benefits is fully
expressed as they acknowledge the receipt of the pension.
Several Churches have assisted with collections at services, and the
Committee would be glad if more could thus favour the Society,
especially those Churches whose members are beneficiaries.
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Meetings in the interest of the Society will, D.V., be held on
March 13th, at Soho Memorial Chapel, Finchley, and on the 15th at the
Grove, Camberwell.
The South London Sale of Work is fixed for June 9th, in the grounds
of the Camberwell Home, and the Sale at Hornsey Rise on July 1st.
With hearty thanks for past favours, the Committee will be glad to
receive gifts for these Sales.

(!!orresponllenCt.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-In this time of financial crisis we are experiencing
great difficulty in carrying on, yet we cannot think it is the Lord's
will that we should go back. We, however, need fresh help to the
funds from the friends of the soldier and sailor to continue. A worker
amongst soldiers writes: "I have just received your parcel of magazines
and tracts ang. write to thank you right away. It is good of you, and
I assure you all will be well used. I was just about to arrange my
literature for this evening's visiting and so some will go right into
the bag. The literature (as I said before, I think) is just the kind that
appeals to the lads in the service. I was at the Hospital yesterday
and also at the barracks. I am going again to the Hospital this
afternoon to see a young fellow who is slowly passing away. He has
no knowledge of personal salvation, and it is most difficult to speak
of these things to one so weak in a Service Hospital. One is allowed
there, but if he should be worried they may stop one's entrance.
However, the Lord knows, and we have sought to point him to Christ.
Do pray for this young fellow. God has wonderfully blessed the Word
here and quite recently lads have trusted Christ. We had a wonderful
time with the airmen in their barracks last night. They have a little
meeting in barracks and we go and help them."
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Yours sincerely,
Bristol, February, 1932.
R. E. BRIbER.
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THE BEST BOOK OF ALL AND How IT CAME TO US. By Rev. F. J.
Hamilton, D.D. Pp. 48. Price 6d.; postage Id. (The Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
We are very glad that the Protestant Truth Society has re-issued
this excellent pamphlet. We have read it through with much interest
and pleasure.
In the short compass of 48 pages the author bas compressed an
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immense amount of information concerning" The Best Book of all and
How It Came to Us."
Valuable information about the Hebrew and Greek Manuscripts of
the Old and New Testaments is given.
The author briefly traces the history of the Bible from the first
century to the present day.
He refers to the translations of the Venerable Bede, Alfred the Great,
Wycliffe, and Richard Purvey. He treats of the invention of printing
and of the first printed Greek Testament, followed by the work of
Tyndale, Coverdale, Rogers, and others, in giving us the printed
English Bible.
Later, he gives a brief history of the Authorized and Revised versions.
A valuable diagram relating to the Manuscripts and Translations is
given at the beginning of the pamphlet, and at the end there is " The
Bible Bridge of History," with dates ranging from A.D. 30 to 1881-85.
While the pamphlet indicates an immense amount of careful reading
on the part of the author, the facts are all marshalled in clear, simple,
and readable language, and the old Evangelical and Protestant ring
prevails throughout.
We warmly recommend clergymen, ministers, missionaries, Sunday
School teachers, and elder scholars, to get and read this pamphlet.
We have received
THE QUARTERLY RECORD of the Trinitarian Bible Society. It may
be had from the office, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, W.C.I. Price 2d.
The Centenary Sermon, preached in St. Dunstan's-in-the-West, by
the Rev. G. W. Neatby, on Dec. 7th last, is printed in full. Amongst
many other messages there is a very interesting one from Italy telling
of blessing through the circulation of the Scriptures supplied by the
Society. Accounts of Meetings and Sermons occupy many pages. The
Annual Meeting is announced to be held (D.V.) in Caxton Hall, "estminster, on April 26th.
RUTH'S REWARD. Pp. 63. Prige 1/-. By post 1/2. (C. J. Farncombe and Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.C.4.)
We have read this volume with much pleasure. It is a true story,
and is very interestingly and simply told. It has a preface by Pltstor
W. Brooke, who warmly recommends it. Though intended for the
young, many grown-ups will also read it with pleasure and thankfulness
to God for the grace which He showed towards the subject of this story.
Though Ruth lived in a farm house, and the story may specially
appeal to country children, town children will also find it attractive.
Many of our richer friends would be wise if they presented a copy to
children and young people attending any Sunday School in the neighbourhood in which they lived.
The story is sound in its teaching, and undenominational in eharacter.

