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THE DIVINE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS.

n.

" All things come of Thee, and of Thine Own have we given Thee."
-1 CHRONICLES xxix. 14.

IN our last Family Portion we emphasized the great truth of the
Divine Origin of all things. We showed that all things come of
GOD in regard to Creation, providence, and in regard to all temporal
and spiritual blessings. The corollary of this great truth is the
Divine origin of all human gifts. There is a sense in which GOD'S
people may be said to give to GOD, but as all things come of GOD,
it follows that we must say of anything which we give to GOD," Of
Thine Own have we given Thee." We need to remember that we
can never really add to the wealth which appertains to GOD. He
can enrich us, but we cannot enrich Him. AB all things come of
Him, so all things belong to Him. " The earth is the LORD'S, and
the fulness thereof; the world, 'and they that dwell therein."
He says, "The world is Mine, and the fulness thereof." "The
sea is His and He made it" (Ps. xxiv. 1; 1. 12; xcv. 5). Moreover
"The heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's" (Deut.
x. 14).
. Everything in the whole universe, rational and irrational, animate
and inanimate, belongs to Him. The psalmist says, "the earth is
full of Thy riches" (Ps. civ. 24). If, therefore, we are regarded as
giving anything to GOD, we are only giving to Him His Own. The
gifts of wealthy Christians for the cause of GOD are gifts of possessions which really belong to GOD. We cannot give anything
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which·we have not already received, and which still belongs to GOD,
from Whom we have received it. We must always say, "Of
Thine Own have we given Thee." There is thus no room at any
time for pride or self-congratulation. "He that glorieth, let him
glory in the LORD" (1 Cor. i. 31). The believer never has any
ground for glorying in himself. There are many ways in which
the members of the LORD'S family may be said to give to GOD that
which is His Own.
First, the LORD'S regenerated people may be said to give their hearts
to Him.

The LORD, through Solomon, says to His redeemed and regenerated children, "My son, give Me thine heart, and let thine eyes
observe My ways" (Prov. xxiii. 26). This passage is, we believe,
very often and very generally misinterpreted. It is a very common
thing, in these days of loose theology, for ministers and others to
urge their unregenerated hearers to "give their hearts to GOD."
It is also very common for people to say in reference to their conversion, " I gave my heart to GOD." Yet no such expression was
used by our LORD or His apostles in the New Testament. Why
should we use terms which are not warranted by the New Testament, nor by the Old Testament, for that matter, in reference to the
beginning of the Christian life? When a person says, " I gave my
heart to GOD," it suggests that his regeneration and conversion are
due to himself, whereas the new birth and the turning to GOD
which follows are due to the sovereign action of GOD Himself
operating by His SPIRIT.
The expression to which we object also suggests a failure to
realize the true character of tbe human heart: "The imagination
of man's heart is evil from his youth." " The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked." It is a fountain of evil.
What advantage is it to say, "I have given my heart to GOD," a
heart that is "full of evil." (See Gen. viii. 21; J er. xvii. 9;
Eccles. ix. 3; Matt. xv. 19.) Regeneration does not consist in
our giving our hearts to GOD, but in GOD giving new hearts to us.
GOD says to His people, "I will give them one heart, and one way,
that they may fear Me for ever"; and again, " A new heart also
will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you . . . and
I will put My SPIRIT within you, and cause you to walk in My
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statutes" (Jer. xxxii. 39; Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27). It is to this new
heart, Divinely-given, that reference is made in the words, "My
son, give Me thine heart." In other words, CHRIST speaks to the
regenerated children whom GOD has given Him, and exhorts them
to give Him whole-hearted service. He, by His SPIRIT, has given
them new hearts, and He exhorts them to render unto Him daily
and constantly whole-hearted obedience. They are to own Him
as their LORD and MASTER, and seek to serve Him with a perfect
heart, a heart wholly given up to His service. The expression,
" Give Me thine heart" does not describe the believer's regeneration
and conversion, but suggests that whole-hearted devotion which
should daily characterize the sons and daughters of the LORD
Almighty. Such members of GOD'S family, feeling their need of
Divine grace to respond to this exhortation, cry out, "Give me
understanding, and I shall keep Thy law; yea, I shall observe it
with my whole heart." "Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies "
(Ps. cxix. 34, 36).
When, therefore, we are daily enabled more or less fully to
respond to the LORD'S exhortation-" Give Me thine heart "-we
are only giving Him His Own. He has given us "a new heart,"
and we must say of the devotion of our hearts to His service, " Of
Thine Own have we given Thee."
Dr. Gill, in his Commentary, says of the words, "My son, give
Me thine heart," they are the words of Wisdom, or CHRIST, to
everyone of His sons, the children the FATHER has given Him in
Covenant; who are adopted through Him, regenerated by His
SPIRIT and grace, begotten by His word and ministers as instruments, and born and brought up in His Church, and to whom He
stands in the relation of the everlasting FATHER. The heart of a
wicked man is little worth, and not worth having. . . . CHRIST
should have the hearts and affections of His people, and He only.
He is to be loved with the whole heart, sincerely and above all
things else; and it is a good man's heart He desires; . . . a new
heart and a new spirit, in which His laws are put and written."
Secondly, the LORD'S regenerated people may be said to yield or
present all the members of their bodies to GOD.
Addressing the saints at Rome the apostle says, "Neither yield
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but
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yield yourselves unto GOD, as those that are alive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto GOD"
(Rom. vi. 13).
Through Divine grace and mercy the LORD'S regenerated people
are spiritually alive from the dead. Of His great love wherewith
He loved them He has quickened them together with OHRIST, and
saved them by His grace. Before this great work of His grace
took place, they yielded their members servants to uncleanness and
to iniquity unto iniquity (Rom. vi. 19). They were the servants
of sin. Now, however, they have become servants to GOD,
and they are bidden to yield the members of their bodies "as
instruments of righteousness unto GOD." Their bodies "are
the members of OHRIST." They belong to Him and are to
be used in His service. Their bodies are "the temple of the
HOLY GHOST." They belong therefore to GOD the HOLY GHOST,
they are not their own, for they are "bought with a price"
(1 Cor. vi. 15, 19, 20). They are " the temple of the living GOD"
(2 Oor. vi. 16). They belong then to the FATHER, the SON, and the
HOLY GHOST.. They have been bought with the precious blood of
OHRIST. Hence by the mercies of GOD they are to present their
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto GOD, which is their
reasonable service (see Rom. xii. 1). Before, when they were in
their unregenerated state the members of their bodies were used
in the service of sin and Satan.
Their throats, tongues, lips, mouth, feet, and other members
were used for unholy purposes. (See Rom. iii. 13-15.) Now
they are daily to remember that they have another LORD, MASTER
and KING, and they are to seek by His grace to please Him in all
things, and to make use of the members of their bodies, as unto
the LORD and not unto men.
Their hands and feet, mouths, eyes, and ears, should be used in
His service. Whether they eat or drink, or whatsoever they do
with the members of their bodies, they should do all to the glory
of GOD. His servants they are at all times, and in all places.
They are never to forget Whose they are, and Whom they serve.
This is a truth on which we should feed, and by which we should
seek to profit.
But, however devotedly we may yield ourselves, our members,
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and our whole being to GOD, we must still say, " Of Thine Own
have we given Thee." Our devotion is the result of Thine Own
operations. Thou didst give us spiritual life, Thou didst give us
a sense of Thine Own redeeming grace and love, Thou didst beget
in us any love and devotion we render to Thee. Hadst Thou
allowed us to remain dead in sin we should still be the slaves of sin,
and of the devil. Hence, if there is any holy fruit in our lives, it
has come from Thee. 1£ we are in some measure yielding our
members to Thee we must say, " Of Thine Own do we give Thee."
We must still walk humbly before Thee, and still recognize that we
have no ground of boasting, we dare not take any credit to ourselves. Our heart's devotion, such as it is, is due to Thy grace,
and "of Thine Own do we give Thee."
Thirdly, when we render praise and thanksgiving to GOD, we are
only giving Him His Own.
We are bidden to give thanks always to GOD, even the FATHElt,
in the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. We are bidden to" offer
the sacrifice of praise to GOD continually." (See 'Eph. v. 20;
Heb. xiii. 15.)
The LORD'S people are" an holy priesthood to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to GOD by JESUS CHRIST" (1 Pet. ii. 6).
To praise GOD is to give to Him the honour which is due unto
His name. It is to give to Him the praise for all our mercies,
spiritual and temporal. But we are incapable of giving Him
praise and thanksgiving until He has first given us life, and a lively
sense of His infinite redeeming, regenerating, and saving mercies.
"The dead praise not the LORD" (Ps. cxv. 17). When we were
dead in sin we were incapable of praising GOD and indisposed to
praise Him, neither were we capable or disposed to give Him
thanks for our temporal mercies. "Neither were thankful," is
the inspired apostle's description of those who are dead in sin
(Rom. i. 21). It is only the living people of GOD Who can give
Him thanks and praise. "The living, the living, he shall praise
Thee, as I do this day," said king Hezekiah (Isa. xxxviii. 19).
It is our privilege to praise the name of our GOD, and to give
thanks to Him Who is "the Fountain of eternal love." Such
praise and thanksgiving should be rendered to Him continually,
but when we do so, we must still say, "Of Thine Own have we
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given Thee." We owe to Thee the power and the disposition to
praise Thee. The gratitude and praise which come from our
hearts are due to Thy grace.
Lastly, when we give of our property to the LORD'S cause, or to the
LORD'S poor, we are only giving Him His Own.
Everything we po!l'sess comes from Him. "He giveth to all
life and breath and all things" (Acts xvii. 25). He is "the living
GOD, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (2 Tim. vi. 17).
But we are not to keep our wealth to ourselves. We are to do
good, "be rich in good works, ready to distribute" (2 Tim. vi. 18).
"To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices GOD is well pleased" (Heb. xiii. 16). It is GOD Who " giveth
thee power to get wealth" (Deut. viii. 18), and there is a sense in
which our wealth is our own and in our own power. (See Acts v. 4.)
Yet, having freely received, we are to freely give. " Give and
it shall be given unto you" (Luke vi. 38). The cause of GOD
claims the gifts of GOD'S people. We are bidden to preach the
Gospel to every creature. This necessarily involves expense, and
therefore the offerings of GOD'S people. The labourer, whether at
home or abroad is worthy of His hire. "They which preach the
Gospel should live of the Gospel," is what the LORD hath ordained
(1 Cor. ix. 14).
In like manner we are instructed to lay by for the LORD'S poor
saints. The gifts of the LORD'S people are to be as GOD hath
prospered them, i.e., in proportion to their means. Their gifts
are to be ungrudging and cheerful. The LORD'S people ought not
therefore to be stingy in their gifts. It is in reference to giving
that the apostle says, "He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully." We need not be afraid to be bountiful givers, for
"GOD is able to make all grace abound toward us; that we, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work." He enriches His people in everything to all bountifulness.
(See 2 Cor. ix. 8, 11.) A certain wise thoughtfulness is also needed
in regard to our gifts. The cause of GOD and the poor of His
redeemed flock specially claim our sympathy. Solomon says, "He
that giveth to the rich shall surely come to want" (Prov. xxii. 16).
It is the poor saints who specially claim our sympathy, and what
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we give to them is regarded as given to CHRIST. "Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have
done it unto Me" (Matt. xxv. 40).
But all our possessions are GOD'S gifts to us. " Both riches and
honour come of Thee," David says.
"0 LORD our GOD, all this store that we have prepared to build
Thee an house for Thine holy name cometh of Thine hand, and is
all Thine Own" (1 Chron. xxix. 12, 16).
It is evident then that Scripture teaches us that the LORD'S
redeemed and saved people should devote to the LORD'S service all
that they are and have, and when they do so, and always when
they do so, they still have need to say, " All things come of Thee,
and of Thine Own have we given Thee." They have nothing that
they did not receive. All boasting is therefore excluded. " For
who hath known the mind of the LORD 1 or who hath been His
Counsellor 1 Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again 1 For of Him, and through Him, and to
Him, are all things: to Whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom.
xi. 34-36).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
, Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

CAUSE THY FACE TO SHINE.
Thy Face to shine
That so its radiant light
May illumine mine,
However dark the night.

CAUSE

While they murmur, Who
Will show us any good ~
Keep me, lest I too
Yield to their faithless mood.
Thou, and only Thou,
Knowest Thy servant's case,
Lift upon me now
The shining of Thy Face!
(PSALM !xxx. 3; IV. 6.)
F. Houghton.
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MORE ABOUT DIVINE VISITS.
" God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the
land which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And
Josephtook an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will
surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence."GENESIS 1. 24, 25.

IT was by faith that J oseph uttered these words. "By faith
Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children
of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones" (Heb.
xi. 22).
Joseph knew of God's promise to Abraham. He knew that
Abraham's seed was to be a stranger in a land that was not theirs,
and that they would be affiicted four hundred years. But he knew
also that" in the fourth generation" they would be brought back
to the land which God had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Fully believing God's promise he said to the children of Israel,
" God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the
land which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." And
he said, "Ye shall carry up my bones from hence." Accordingly
we read that when the Exodus took place, "Moses took the bones
of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of
Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up
my bones away hence with you" (Exod. xiii. 19). All through the
forty years wilderness wanderings the bones of J oseph were carried
about. Then, when Israel entered the promised land, "the bones
of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt,
buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which J acob bought
of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces
of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph "
(Joshua xxiv. 32).
Thus by this remarkable prediction of Joseph concerning his
bones the books of Genesis, Exodus and Joshua are linked
together. Genesis records the prediction concerning his bones,
Exodus its partial fulfilment, and Joshua its complete fulfilment.
Turning, however, from this remarkable prediction, and its
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fulfilment, let us fix our thoughts on those visits of God to His
people suggested by the words which J oseph spake. In a previous
issue we spoke of God visiting the Gentiles to take out of them a
people for His name. In this article we desire to draw attention
to many other Divine visits to which reference is made in the Old
Testament.
First, then, we read of God's gracious visits to individual members
of His family.
There is the case of Sarah, the wife of Abraham. God had
promised to Abraham that his wife Sarah should bear him a son.
As they were both old, and well stricken in years, the promise
seemed, humanly speaking, impossible of fulfilment. But nothing
is too hard for the Lord. Accordingly we read, " The Lord visited
Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as He had
spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his
old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him" (Gen.
xvii. 19; xviii. 11; xxi. 1, 2).
This was written for the comfort of God's people in all subsequent
a.ges. God has given to us exceeding great and precious promises.
Sometimes we may be in circumstances when it may seem hopeless
for God to appear, according to His promise, on our behalf. Sarah's
case, however, is recorded for our encouragement. There is no
difficulty which He cannot solve, no danger He cannot avert, no
trouble from which He cannot deliver His people.
Just as He "visited Sarah as He had said," so He will visit His
people to-day according to His promises. His eyes are upon them.
His ears are open unto their prayers, and He will certainly appear
on their behalf, either to deliver or to sustain and support His people.
Though He be so high, yet hath He respect unto His lowly people.
He takes note of their needs, and He still, so to speak, pays visits to
them to fulfil His promises to them. Earthly friends may fail to
visit us, but we may be sure that He will never fail to visit us in all
our times of need. He knoweth them that are His, and He knows
their sorrows. Their groanings are not hid from Him, and He
"pitieth them that fear Him." Take the case of Hannah. She
was one of the Lord's people, and hence He visited her. We know
how she longed and prayed for a son, and we read, "The Lord
remembered her." In other words, He heard her prayer, and
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visited her to bestow upon her the answer. Later, we read that
"Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The Lord give thee
seed of this woman for the loan which is lent to the Lord. And
they went to their own home. And the Lord visited Hannah, so
that she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters"
(1 Sam. i. 19, 20; ii. 20, 21). Here we see how the Lord visited
Hannah in answer to the prayer of Eli. And is not every answer
to prayer, dear friends, brought about by a Divine visit and by the
exercise of Divine power ~ The desire of our hearts may be almost
hopeless of accomplishment, but if our desires be for our good the
Lord will come down, so to speak, and set things in motion by His
unlimited power, and give to us the desires of our hearts. "He
will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear
their cry, and will save them" (Ps. cxlv. 19).
In these days when so much is said by the world about birth
control and limitation of families we do well to note that Hannah's
family of three sons and two daughters were the result of Divine
visits. Read the verse again which we have quoted. "The Lord
visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons and two
daughters." In these degenerate days we need to beware of
the teaching of men of the world, and we need to take note of the
teaching of the Holy Ghost. He says, "Lo, children are an
heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is His reward. AP.
arrows in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them" (Ps. cxxvii.
3-5). Take the case of the psalmist. He said, "Remember me,
o Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0
visit me with Thy salvation; that I may see the good of Thy chosen,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory
with thine inheritance" (Ps. cvi. 4, 5).
The psalmist longed for Divine visits. He felt his need of those
favours which the Lord is in the habit of bestowing on His people,
and he cries, " 0 visit me with Thy salvation." He felt his need
of the constant saving power of Jehovah. In all his dangers,
temptations, and trials he longed that the Lord would visit him
with His saving and delivering power. Thus He would experience
the good which the Lord bestows on His chosen, He would rejoice
with that gladness which characterizes the" holy nation," and he
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would glory with the Lord's inheritance. (See 1 Pet. ii. 9.) Do
not we want such Divine visits ~ Let our daily prayer be, "0
visit me with Thy salvation."
Secondly, we read of God's gracious visits to His chosen people
collectively.
To such a visit Joseph referred. He was convinced that God
would visit His people Israel to redeem them and bring them to
their earthly inheritance. He was fully persuaded that what God
had promised He would certainly perform. Hence, he said, " God
will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land
which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to J acob." Indue
time God did indeed visit them. They were then in sore trouble.
They " sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their
cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God heard
their groaning, and God remembered His Covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with J acob. And God looked upon the children
of Israel, and God had respect unto them" (Exod. ii. 23-25).
Art thou amongst God's sighing and crying people .~ Be of good
cheer! Your cry will come up unto God. He will hear your
groaning, and He will remember His everlasting Covenant of grace.
He will look upon you, and will have respect unto you, and He will
visit you. This He did in Israel's case. He appeared unto Moses
on their behalf in the Bush, and He said, " I have surely seen the
affiiction of My people which are in Egypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and
I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a
large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey." Here is a beautiful record of a Divine visit, arising out of the Lord's knowledge of
His people's sorrows, and His tender compassion for them in their
sufferings, and in fulfilment of His Covenant promises. The Lord
came down to deliver them, and Moses was instructed to say to the
elders of Israel, " the Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
of Isaac, and of J acob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely
visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: and I
have said, I will bring you up out of the affiiction of Egypt unto the
land of the Canaanites" (Exod. iii. 7, 8, 16, 17). We have here
a beautiful illustration of a more permanent Divine visit. God,
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when the fulness of the time was come, became manifest in flesh.
in human form He visited and redeemed all His beloved and chosen
people from the curse of the law which they had broken. He
visited them to give light to them (for they were sitting in darkness), and to guide their feet into the way of peace, and to bring
them to their heavenly inheritance.
Another visit of the Lord to His people collectively took place
when He caused them to return from the Babylonian captivity.
"For," we read, "thus saith the Lord, that after seventy years
be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform My good
word toward you, in causing you to return to this place" (Jer.
xxix. 10).
Thirdly, we read of Divine visits to chastise His people.
The people of Israel were in a special sense God's people. He
said of them, "I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be
to you a God." To them' He 'said, "I am the Lord thy God."
He bestowed upon them great mercies and privileges, yet they
frequently rebelled against Him, and lapsed into idolatry and
other sins. It was· in reference to these sins that He said, "Shall
I not visit for these things ~ saith the Lord: shall not My soul be
avenged on such a nation as this ~" (Jer; v. 29.) Terrible, indeed,
have been the chastisements with which He has visited them, and
they are still suffering. Yet He has not cast them off. He intends
yet to visit them with" great mercies." Hence He says, "If His
children forsake My law, and walk not in My judgments; if they
break My statutes, and keep not My commandments; then will I
visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.
Nevertheless My lovingkindness 'will I not utterly take from him, nor
suffer Thy faithfulness to fail" (Ps. lxxxix. 30-33).
Then when conscious of their transgressions they will cry,
"Return, we beseech Thee, 0 God of hosts: look down from
heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; and the vineyard which
Thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that Thou madest
strong for Thyself. . . . So will not we go back from Thee:
quicken us, and we will call upon Thy name. Turn us again,
o Lord God of hosts, cause Thy face to shine; and we shall be
saved" (Ps. lxxx. 14, 15, 18, 19). We, too, must own with shame
that the Lord finds it necessary to visit us with chastisement more
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or less severe, but for our comfort He assures us that He will never
leave nor forsake us. Nothing shall separate us from His love.
Being of the number of His sheep we shall never perish. In all
our trials we may still say, "Remember me, 0 Lord, with the
favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0 visit me with Thy
salvation."
Fouf1hly, we read of providential visits.
One such visit is recorded in the Book of Ruth. Naomi" heard
in the country of Moab how that the Lord had visited His people in
giving them bread" (Ruth i. 6). It is He Who gives to His people
their daily bread. Our regular supply of food is an indication-a
constant indication-that the Lord is visiting us to supply our bodily
wants. He knoweth that we have need of these things, and He
supplies them.. In fact, " He giveth to all life, and breath, and all
things" (Acts xvii. 25). He" giveth food to all flesh: for His
mercy endureth for ever" (Ps. cxxxvi. 25).
The psalmist says, "Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it:
Thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of
water: Thou preparest them corn, when Thou hast so provided
for it" (Ps.lxv. 9). Do we sufficiently thank God for our temporal
supplies which are the result of His visiting the earth and making
it bring forth bread to the eater, and seed for the sower ~
Lastly, we read of 'God's visits in judgment.
We read of the land of Canaan, "the land is defiled: therefore do
I visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out
her inhabitants" (Lev. xviii. 25). It was because of the awful sins
of the Canaanites that the Lord commanded that they should be
utterly destroyed (Deut. vii. '2). Of Babylon, the Lord says,
"Behold, I am against thee, 0 thou most proud, saith the Lord
God of hosts: for thy day is come, the time that I will visit thee.
And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise
him up: and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all
round about him" (Jer. 1. 31, 32).
We live at a time when the wrath of God is denied, although His
word plainly tells us that "the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousne~s of men"
(Rom. i. 18).
A one-sided view of God's character is held which represents Him
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as all love, and no justice. But when He Himself proclaimed His
character to Moses, He described Himself partly as "visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's
children, unto the third and to the fourth generation" (Exod.
xxxiv. 7).
He visited the flood upon the world of the ungodly. He visited
fire and brimstone on the cities of the plain. Nation after nation
has -experienced His visitations of judgment because of their sins.
And shall we-the British nation-be exempt, ifour sins reach up
unto heaven? We write just after the Anglo-Catholic Commemoration of the Oxford Movement. Our mind has been grieved
and saddened beyond expression to read of the pontifical High
Mass in the stadium of the White City, attended by 45,000 people
on Sunday, July 16th, 1933. When we think of the idolatry
connected with the Mass, and with the worship of the Virgin Mary
and the saints, and with the bending of the knee to crucifixes; and
when we see our beloved nation given up so largely to desecration
of the Sabbath, and to worldly pleasures; and when added to all
this there is the liberal movement which denies the Bible doctrines
of the Creation, the Fall, the Atonement and the Inspiration of
Scripture, we cannot help but believe that sooner or later God will
visit judgments upon our nation.
What He said of Israel may well be said of our own nation.
" Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord: shall not my
soul be avenged on such a nation as this? "
May we, dear readers, humble ourselves to the dust for our own
sins. May we be enabled to abhor that which is evil, and to cleave
only to that which is good! May we tremble at His Word, and
walk softly before Him, and forasmuch as we can do no good thing
without Him may our daily prayer be, "Remember me, 0 Lord,
with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0 visit me
THE EDITOR.
with Thy salvation."

anchor on His love, and be happy; rely on His omnipotencea
and be safe."-Toplady.
" You have' to live on God, not on your faith. You live by faith,
but not on it. It is not to be your bread; it is to take you to the
house of Bread."-J. K. Popham.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear
not; I will help thee."-IsAIAH xli, ]3.
IN the summer of last year I was greatly exercised with regard to
taking a journey. Fears were in the way, and there was much that
pointed to the risk of leaving home under physical weakness. But,
as usual, the soul had recourse to the precious Word of God as the
guide and lamp and light on one's path, and I begged for a special
word upon which to rest for wisdom, guidance, help and preservation.
The words quoted above dropped upon the soul as dew from heaven,
quieted all doubts and assured the heart that my God would help me
with His upholding, keeping, and guiding hand; and as though my
ever-gracious heavenly Friend would more fully assure His weak and
questioning child, the words from Song of Solomon viii. 3 followed,
" His left hand should be under my head, and His right hand should
embrace me." Still more (and all this is not to speak of self, but to
testify of His faithfulness and readiness to hear and to help His needy
children), on the very morning of the journey, with the loving assurance
of dear friends being constantly in prayer that the Lord would bring
me on my way to them, the calendar text displayed, "Thy journey
shall be prosperous." So what morp, could be needed? And the
reader of this will not be surprised to learn that all that He promised
came to pass; was marvellously fulfilled, and over and above one's
expectations, there were added joys and sweet surprises, so that on
the safe return home, the soul, "full with the blessing of the Lord,"
desired to " abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness"sing of His mercy and talk of His power, and not a little suited to the
heart's adoring gratitude were the words displayed on the calendar
the morning after our return, " The Lord hath done great things for
thee."
Now, whilst the promise as giveJ;l from Isaiah xli. 13 was fresh on my
mind and I was meditating on the hand of the Lord, one of my many
daily letters brought me very sad reading from one with whom there
was rare correspondence, and whom I had not met for many years.
Under fresh trial and pressed down in spirit, this dear old friend was
writing to ask for my prayers and sympathy. "Will the hand of the
Lord never lift from me? I know I need chastening, but is it never
to be anything but sorrow and trouble and disappointment?" It
was sad reading, but how wondrously had the Lord gone before in the
promises of His hand of sure blessing, and enabling me to reply to this
dear cast down soul in blessed and recent experience of what the hand
of the Lord really is, for and toward His people, and always for good
and not for evil.
She had got where Naomi was when she mourned the hand of the
Lord gone out against her, whereas that hand was guiding her back
8
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to Bethlehem, and like Jacob thinking all these things are against
him, when they were really all working for his good.
May we now look into the subject as we cast ourselves upon the Holy
Spirit to make it a profitable meditation to our souls. And if we understand aright, shall we not find that in the expression, " The hand of
the Lord," we find His presence, leading and guiding, bestowing and .
blessing, keeping and upholding and preserving, as well as learning.
Now His hand was stretched forth in pre-eminent mercy! His dealings
in infinite love and wisdom are good, " supremely good when He gives,
nor less when He denies." And more-when the soul is led to cry
out, "Look, 0 God, upon our Shield," is it not seeking after His
" Anointed" in the Person of His blessed Son? He, even Jesus, is the
Shield in the Father's hand to ward off every enemy and to preserve
His otherwise defenceless child from danger. He is the Father's
Right Hand that has been made strong for the work of salvation.
" The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord
doeth valiantly" (Ps. cxviii. 16). And through that Right Hand
every blood-washed sinner, redeemed and brought home to the Fatherland, will sing a greater redemption song than ever Israel, brought
through the Red Sea, could sing-" Thy right hand, 0 Lord, is become
glorious in power: Thy right hand, 0 Lord, hath dashed in pieces the
enemy" (Exod. xv. 6).
And what a blessed truth also is declared of the safe" Hiding Place"
of all the redeemed as in His Covenant Hand. "All His saints are in
Thy hand" (Deut. xxxiii. 3). The hands of a precious and true
Mediator; hands that were pierced with cruel nails to Calvary's cross
for you and me! Yes, those blessed hands performed so many miracles
when on earth. They were used in healing and restoring. They were
placed upon the heads of little children, who were suffered to come
unto Him. These are the hands of the mighty Jehovah-Jesus, which
are ever put forth on His people's behalf and intent upon doing them
good, and never to leave them until He has done for them all that He
promised. Oh! child of God, are you not rejoicing in those blessed
hands? Can you say with rest!ul confidence and soul delight, "His
left hand is under mine head, and His right hand doth embrace me " ?
Are you enabled to trace how that the hand that is laid upon you may
be restraining you from further wandering when your" feet had wellnigh slipped"; and you were going sinfully astray into some bye-path
meadow, pleasanter and easier walking no doubt you thought, but
calamitous in the end, if you had been allowed to continue in your
foolish choice! Have you not felt His hand laid upon you bringing
"a great calm" upon your chafed and wounded spirit? or when a
storm within was raising all the corruption and rebellion, His hand
in very" gentleness" has" made you great." Yes, great in Him your
mighty Keeper and Deliverer, whilst less and less in and of yourself.
Oh, how tenderly He deals with us! How wisely He wields the rod of
correction, when He knows His child- needs it! That is the hand of
Him of Whom we can confidently say, " The Lord will perfect that
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which concerneth me "-and rebel as we may, He will not stay for
our cries. He will see to it that the chastening shall have its accomplished work, and "the peaceable fruits of righteousness" seen in
His end of sanctified affiiction. Let us seek the grace of humbling and
contrite submission; rest in the quiet confidence that our Father never
affiicts "willingly," and that " All that we meet, must work for our
good," in His hands. The blessing may come to us thus d!sguised,
and we may oft-times perceive Him not through the" clouds and darkness that are round about Him," but let us sing meanwhile:" If frowns appear to veil His Face,
And clouds surroullu His 'fhrone:
He hides the purpose of His grace,
To make io better knowll."
Child of God, you who have been feeling the pressure of His hand
upon you in affiiction, say, have you not proved the truth of His own
word when He declares lww He affiicts and how He blesses His children ~
" For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will
I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment,
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeemer" (Isa. liv. 7, 8). There you have the Divine declaration
of your heavenly Father. "A God ready to pardon, gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness" (Neh. ix. 17). And
what is written on the sacred page is proved in the grateful experience
of His children. They know the overbalancing of mercy and forgiveness, and that, in spite of their unworthiness, sinfulness, and unbelief.
Has my reader ever noticed the adjectives which emphasize His work
of salvation, and the daily blessings consequent upon that salvation ~
It is as though He cannot express His love sufficiently for His people, so
we read how " very pitiful" He is; how He makes His mercy to be
" tender mercy"; how He not only compassionates them, but proves
how He is " full of compassion" to them. And His will is made known
to them as "everlasting" and "great." His faithfulness "reacheth
unto the clouds," and His redemption is "plenteous redemption."
Oh, our God gives good measure, pressed down and running over. He
gives without stint or reserve, and whom He loves, He loves with all
His heart, soul and mind, and He blesses with both hands. There is
oneness of purpose, grace and love; oneness in security and oneness
in future and final consummation of blessing. We read in Luke
xxiv. 50, how their risen and ascending Lord" led them out as far as
to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed" His little band
of followers. "And it came to pass while He blessed them, He was
parted from them and carried up into heaven." And the blessing
does not end there! We look on to the Divine declaration that" This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11). Could
those hands be anything but love to His people ~ Has He not declared
" Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end "~ and did He not say to His Father, " That the world may
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know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou has loved
Me"; and" That the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be
in them, and I in them?" And that love is eternal, everlasting, unchangeable. He is" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever," to everyone of His redeemed members.
Now may these few very imperfect gleanings upon the hand of our
God remind us with comfort that whatever our experience and state,
and whether we consider the solemn outlook nationally, we should
be content, like David, to " Fall into the hand of the Lord, for very
great are His mercies." It is in the hand of a precious Mediator that
" the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper." And, oh! how far better to
have His hand upon us, even though the soul may be mourning that
" day and night Thy hand is heavy upon me." Better far thus, than
to be without the touch of His power and pity. You may not realize,
tried and tempest-tossed soul, that there is infinite pity and love when
He has His hand upon you in some heavy affiiction or prolonged trial
of faith. He is oft hidden behind clouds (and they are earth-born,
for He dwelleth ever in the light) in these mysterious trials, to presently
reveal His love to you when you are able to bear it, after sanctified
affliction has done its work.
" I will turn My hand upon the little ones," is the Divine and compassionate promise of Jehovah, even when He called upon His" word"
to " awake" against His" Shepherd," even" the Man that was His
fellow!" "Smite the Shepherd and the sheep shall be scattered, and
I will turn Mine hand upon the little ones." The Shepherd was smitten,
" cut off, but not for Himself," but that the sheep might go free.
And Jehovah's hand covers them. An all-covering, protecting hand
shielded them from all hurt and spared them from what they deserved
when their Surety suffered, " the Just for the unjust." That Covenant
hand preserves every elect vessel of mercy unto His eternal kingdom
and glory.
Oh! when the Lord graciously opens our eyes and illuminates our
minds to have a right judgment and meek thoughts when under His
afflicting hand, we shall never quarrel with it, though at times it may
seem to be "heavy." It is thu-s and thus only that we shall be safe
and happy. Content with all that pleases our heavenly Father to
deal out to us, confident that His right hand will hold us up, and that
that right hand " hath the pre-eminence and bringeth mighty things
to pass," we shall be safe, kept and preserved all through the changing
scenes of our earthly pilgrimage, and faith will breathe out her last
prayer, " Into Thine hand I commit my spirit; Thou hast redeemed me,
o Lord God of truth" (Ps. xxxi. 5). Was David inspired thus to
pray? And were they not the words of the blessed dying Redeemer?
(Luke xxiii. 46.) Sacred history tells us of many of the saints praying
the same words with their dying breath, Polycarp, Bernard, Luther,
Huss and Melanchthon amongst them. Oh, blessed abandonment of
every expiring saint! "Father, into Thine hand I commit my spirit."
That hand is pledged to preserve each one of His blood-bought ones.
R.
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j,trmonf) anlJ Notes of ,Sermons.
THE BALANCES OF THE SANCTUARY.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" For the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions a-re weighed."

-1 SAMUEL ii, part of verse 3.
THIS is a line, we may say, selected from the song of godly Hannah
when the Lord turned for her her captivity of heart. How many a
new song has God thus begotten in His dear people, giving them to
know their times of downcasting and their times of bondage, and then
their times of uplifting and their seasons of deliverance. "Thou hast
put a new song in my mouth," we find one psalmist after another
testifying. And God makes songs for His people in the days of their
joy. He makes songs also for His people in the times of their captivity.
He gave grace enough to Paul and Silas to sing songs at midnight in
the innermost prison, also in bonds. The Lord can give songs, as He
gave Job a song or two, in the night. Some of you can bear out this
testimony. You have had your songs granted to you of God at times
to nature the most unfortunate, for often it is when nature is at its
worst that the grace of God is at its best. When flesh and blood fail
us then hope springs up in us of God, and then the beginning of a good
hope begins. So it was with Hannah. She first had her season of
heaviness and deep sorrow, and then she had in due time her salvation
appointed her. And she did not forget to return, as it were, and give
thanks to Him Who was the Father of all her mercies. Praise becometh
God's House, like holiness, for ever. Praise is always in season, though
we come very very short in enjoying this habit of praisefulness. Yet
the privilege is ours. Said one, " Rejoice in the Lord alway: and,"
as if that were not enough, " again, I say, Rejoice." And so Hannah,
we are told in the first verse of our chapter, rejoiced in the Lord. And
Hannah prayed and said, "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord; mine
horn is exalted in the Lord: my rpouth is enlarged over mine enemies;
because I rejoice in Thy salvation "-what the Lord had done for her.
Then amongst her words of testimony our text: "The Lord is a
God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed." We all remember how misjudged was this dear handmaiden of the Lord by Eli, the
High Priest. Eli judged by the outward appearance of things and
condemned the innocent. He was not a man of knowledge in discerning things that differ, and I think there is a side allusion to this in the
language of our text. "The Lord is a God of knowledge," and so
we set Him, as it were, over against man's lack of knowledge and
his consequent misjudgment in the things of God. And then she
adds: "and by Him actions are weighed," that is just what Eli did
not. Eli could not look upon the heart of this dear afflicted and downcast servant of the God of Israel. He judged only of things as he saw
them with the eyes of nature. But God, the God of knowledge, looked
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upon the heart of this His dear suffering, sorrowing servant. He
weighed the actions of the woman in the true balances, namely, those
of the Sanctuary. You know it is said in the Book of Proverbs a false
balance is abomination to the Lord, and you may depend God's balances
are not false. God's balances, those of the Sanctuary, are adjusted
by the hand of righteousness, and therefore the results of all that God
does, as He balances up the actions of His people, may be taken as
righteous. "By Him actions are weighed." I think at one of the
Clifton Conferences we once heard one of God's beloved servants,
Thomas Davis, say-alluding to this place-" God weighs actions,
man counts them." God weighs them because only God is able to
search the heart and try it-the origin of actions. Now that prayer
of Hannah, though she uttered not an audible word-Eli only saw her
lips moving-was a prayer of a heart, and God's eye was fixed upon
Hannah's heart all the long season that she was in soul agony breathing
out after God, sighing after God, crying in the secret of her soul to
Him. Her actions and prayers, those very actions which Eli condemned, were being weighed by the hand of a holy and righteous God,
and He approved of the motives that begat her petitions. And so,
children of God, need we in all our affected approaches to God at the
mercy-seat seek to have hearts right, the thoughts of our hearts brought
into communion with Him, that our petitions may be well-pleasing in
His sight; for if our desires are right it matters little about the articulation of those desires. We may stumble in the utterance of them very
much if in the hearing of others, and so perhaps meet with nothing
better than condemnation or contempt, but if the motives that begat
our petitions are well pleasing in God's sight our actions will not be
otherwise. How very pleasing it is to meditate on the ancient thoughts
of God's people-in Old-Testament times, I mean-and to find in
what close fellowship the hearts of the Lord's people are to-day with
those servants and saints of God long centuries gone by. The Holy
Ghost explains it, because all true prayer and all spiritual experience
come from the same Spirit whether in this or in that Dispensation,
therefore it is we find unity of experience to-day with Old-Testament
saints because they were taught by the same Spirit as we ourselves are
taught. And it is very sweet also to realize the oneness of the Body
of Christ in these particulars, to realize that they without us are not
perfect, and we without them again are not perfect, as every bone in
the Body mystical of Christ is necessary. Even those members which
appear to our judgment most feeble are most necessary. The Lord
cannot dispense with one in order to the integrity of the whole, and if
He cannot dispense with one neither can we. And therefore we are
to look upon the things of otherI' as well as upon our own things, and
regard the relationships in which we stand in regard to the Church of
God, and the Church of God stands to us, lest we miss a blessing or two,
for" there is that scattereth " in thf'se matters, " and yet increaseth."
There is nothing lost by love towards the brethren. Eli missed the
mark, he misjudged his sister in the Lord, but she had One Who main-
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tained her cause for her, One Whose ear was attent to the feeblest
longings of her soul after her God. "The Lord hearkened and heard,
and a book of remembrance was written" for her " before the Lord"
as one who" thought upon His name," and desired close communion
with Him in all her matters. God the Lord is a God of knowledge.
His knowledge is perfect, His knowledge of the affairs of His people is
perfect. Our heavenly Father knows, we are taught, what things we
have need of before we ask Him. This is very blessed that when we
bow the knee in prayer and seek in heart to draw near to God that we
have nothing to tell Him, He knows all already, yet He will be inquired
of by us because He takes great delight in the desires of His people, in
the petitions of His people, and in the praises of His people, and in their
giving of thanks also. "Let Me see thy countenance," is the Father's
word to His dear children, to each of them, " let Me hear thy voice,
for thy voice is sweet." And our heavenly Father finds the voices
of His children so at all times, not merely in their times of distress, as
when He heard Hannah's voice, heard that which Eli heard not, but
at all times does the Father take pleasure in the voices of His children
as they draw near in heart unto Him at the throne of His grace, upon
the invitation of His word, and under the felt inducements and drawings of God the Holy Ghost. "The Lord is a God of knowledge," of
perfect knowledge. Before we make known our requests He has
hearkened and heard. "Before they call I will answer."
And then He knows the way that His children take, this God of
knowledge. "He knows the way that I take," said Job. Though
I cannot find out His way, He well knows my way. In that twentythird chapter of Job he says: "Behold, I go forward, but He is not
there," that is, "I cannot find Him in His ways there"; "and backward,
but I cannot perceive Him "-cannot trace Him in His ways-" on
the left hand, where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him "-He
is still past finding out-" He hideth Himself on the right hand, that
I cannot see Him." In the Song of Solomon there is a passage that
says, " He standeth behind our wall," and so " He hideth Himself" in
this place, " I cannot see Him." But the consolation of Job was that
in the tenth verse, " But He knoweth the way that I take." I cannot
trace Him in His way, but He well knows the way that I am taking.
He knows my present condition. He knows all that concerns me, that
which so exercises and perplexes me, which makes my way a mystery,
He knows it all, it is no mystery to Him. Just as we say of the sun
in the language of Scripture, "There is nothing hid from the heat
thereof," so do we say of our God regarding our way, the way we are
taking which is so perplexing and difficult, " There is nothing hid from
His eye. I cannot see Him, but He can well see me, and when He hath
tried me, I shall come forth as gold. My foot hath held His steps,
His way have I kept and not declined." When the conscience is thus
clear, when the heart is thus upright before God, the soul can afford
to wait the interpretation of God's difficult ways, can then wait the
Lord's interpretation in His own time, and when the time comes for
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Him to reveal Himself to us we shall find that He indeed has been
with us all the time, though we knew it not. The Lord Jesus was
very nigh to His dear disciples in the dark grey of the morning when
they had been engaged in fishing throughout the night-fruitlessly.
He called to them, but they knew not Jesus-to them He was a stranger
till He presently revealed Himself. Now, how long Jesus had been on
the shore of the lake we cannot say. He may have been there all
night, at any rate, He as God was present every moment of that night
and knew all things as the God of knowledge knoweth all things, knew
the fruitless toil of those His servants throughout that night, and He
came early in the morning before the break of day to deliver them, to
be their great Saviour in providence. But He did not purpose to deal
with them only in His providence, He had gracious things and many
ready to disclose to them so soon as they should come on shore. They
sat down to the meal together and then the Lord opened His heart to
them spiritually, and to Peter, poor backsliding Peter. How tenderly
the Lord dealt with him in the presence of His brethren. The Lord
will never put an unnecessary pain on a disciple of His when He lifts
the rod of correction to smite him, and so the Lord dealt so lovingly
and graciously with Peter in the presence of his brethren when he
was to be restored and when he was to be advanced also, not merely
restored to the position which had previously been appointed him, but
he was to be advanced, greatly advanced. "Feed My sheep," the
Lord had not said those words to him before, "Feed My lambs "another commission. And Peter received that advance, that commission, from the lips of his Lord in the presence of his brethren who
had not cast or cut him off at this time. They were not so self-righteous
as to say, " Our brother Peter denied our blessed Lord and Master, we
will have nothing more to do with him," but they still consorted with
him. I suppose they had learnt to tremble lest they also should fall.
And there is nothing that draws the Lord's people together more than
a mutual dependence on the grace of God, a mutual dependence of
sympathy one with another concerning the frailties of self, of encouraging and strengthening one another in the Lord and in the power of
His might. To" Strengthen the- weak" is one of the inspired precepts
of the Gospel, and to compassionate the feebleminded. The Lord
would have us thus regard our several frailties and learn to tremble
together and to pray one for another.
" The Lord is a God of knowledge," the Lord knows, as I have said,
and what a beautiful Scripture that is in the first Psalm, the last verse:
" For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the
ungodly shall perish." How often it is said that He knoweth the way
of the righteous. Well, this knowledge is a knowledge of approbation,
it is a knowledge of complacency. He is pleased with the way of the
righteous and so He is said to know it. He also knows the way of the
ungodly, but with disapprobation, that is all the difference. And so
the Lord, dear children of God, knows your way and knows my way
as we walk in Him. "As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
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walk ye in Him," and the Lord will indeed then know your way and
approve your way, and mark His approval, too, for there is a secret
with the righteous, and this is in a measure the secret----the consciousness in the soul that the Lord is pleased. " Walk worthy of the Lord
unto all pleasing," pleasing Him. The Lord taketh pleasure in the
righteous. Of course, God is not influenced as by instruments in this
matter of being pleased, but He has so adjusted and so arranged all
the ways of His Church and people individually in that everlasting
Covenant that when He sees that come to pass which He has decreed,
He finds exceeding joy in the accomplishment of His purpose. Do
not think the Lord blesses you grudgingly or of necessity. The Lord
takes pleasure in giving when He gives, and He takes pleasure in doing
when He works on behalf of them that trust in Him before the sons of
men. "The Lord knoweth," let that often be a cheer to you in your
times of darkness and distress. "My Father knoweth."
The Lord weigheth the goings and actions of His dear people, as I
have said. It is the motive He looks at, He looks upon the heart.
We are told in the Gospel written by Mark, in the twelfth chapter,
the forty-first verse, how on a certain occasion, " Jesus sat over against
(opposite) the treasury," which was the money chest, " and beheld"
-watched-" how the people cast money into the treasury," not
what the people cast in. His eye was looking not upon their hands
as they cast in their money, but on their hearts, all the time. He
beheld how the people cast money into the treasury, what motive
actuated them. "And there came a certain poor widow, and she
threw in two mites which make a farthing. And He called unto Him
His disciples," He called a congregation of witnesses, of learners, that
He might instruct them, " and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you,
that this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast
into the treasury." He had read her heart. He had probed the
motive which prompted her to cast in-though small in itself-her
whole living. No one else had done this. Others had taken out of
their plenty, and it is not said that they gave proportionately even;
they cast in of their plenty, but she cast in all that she had. He approved
of the action because He approved of the motive that begat the act.
So it was with that dear godly woman at Bethany who lavished her
precious ointment upon His holy Person, and some of the disciples
murmured and said, This is a mistake, a better use could this ointment
have been put to-a waste they called it even. This reminds one of
Eli's misjudgment, looking only at the outward, not able to judge of
the motive, inward. But what did Jesus say 1 He said to these
murmuring disciples: "Let her alone." He stood up for her. As
the Lord of old stood up for Hannah, so He, the same Lord, stood up,
in this later time, for His handmaid here at Bethany, and defended her.
"Let her alone," He said, "she hath done what she could." Now
that is the word of One Who has judged the motive of the act. What
has she done 1 "She has anointed My body, with a knowledge of the
near approach of My burial. She hath done what she could: she is
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come aforehand to anoint My body to the burying." That is Jesus
interpreting the motives of this dear godly woman. I think she had a
knowledge that only a few days hence His dear body would be committed to the sepulchre, and she would lavish her precious ointment
upon His living body rather than wait to anoint the body of her sleeping Lord. She would give Him the pleasure and give Him the satisfaction and give Him the joy of judging her motive and endorsing her
act. Then Jesus went on to say-which illustrates how high a value
He set upon this woman's motives, and consequently upon her act-"Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken
of "-we are speaking of it this morning-" for a memorial of her."
You see how the Lord esteems the heart in its givings when it seeks to
please and serve Him with acceptance. I sometimes think, too, upon
that little unnamed boy of whom nothing is recorded except the statement of the disciple: "There is a lad here, which hath five barley
loaves, and two small fishes," but we may believe the Lord's ways are
equal even when dealing with little children, and He will justify them
in the last great day when many surprises will be vouchsafed. So
when He interprets Himself, and in His light we see light, we shall know
concerning that little boy mentioned in the sixth chapter of John, when
the thousands were gathered together hungering and J esU8 would
feed them. But Jesus had no actual resources at hand, and it was
no place where food could be bought, even had the money been in the
bag, and He inquired what was there amongst them all ~ The disciples
had nothing apparently, but this little boy was found who had five
barley loaves (much the consistency of biscuits) and two small fishes.
And Jesus took them from the child. I often wonder at this transaction. Nothing is written as to what Jesus said to this boy, and what
the boy said to Jesus, but he was made willing to give up all his food
to Jesus, and Jesus looked upon that young heart and He was satisfied.
Why, He could have created any number of loaves without this little
boy, but He would not dispense with him, He would appropriate him
-he gave it all. Probably he had been listening to Jesus these days
past, and perhaps he was one or the most hungry in the crowd at the
end of that long season, but he would give up all when Jesus required
it, when the Lord required that bread and those fishes. I believe the
Lord weighed that little act--" by Him actions are weighed "-and
no doubt He compensated a thousandfold what that young heart
yielded. The Lord had need, in a sense He had need, and that child
yielded to the necessity. Just as when Jesus would ride into Jerusalem
He would borrow a colt, the foal of an ass, and He sent two of His
disciples, saying, There, outside the village, you will find an ass tied,
with a colt, loose them and bring them to Me. And if any man ask
you, why loose ye the colt, then answer, " The Lord hath need of him."
And the Lord had need of those loaves and fishes. He had need of the
little boy, and no doubt whatever, as I have said already, He compensated that willing giver a thousandfold. We shall know these
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things hereafter. At present we know but little. We know but in
part, but here it remains true that our God, the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, is " a God of knowledge," He knows all about us,
all our concerns, all our ways, all our works, " and by Him actions are
weighed."
THE SERPENT'S HEAD BRUISED.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel."-GENESIS. iii. 15.
WE look around us, and we see the world full of sin. We look within
us, and we find hearts full of the same sad plague. It is a terrible
fact; and we ask with a sigh, how did evil gain this rule 1 God's
Word only can give the answer. We there read, that one in the form
of a serpent enticed our first parents, and, by prevailing, changed
their nature.
But who is this serpent 1 We further learn, that it is the devil.
He thus disguised himself, that he might deceive. The Bible does not
close, until this truth is left beyond a doubt. It is twice written, " that
old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan" (Rev. xii. 9; xx. 2). The
moving cause, then, of our being born in sin, and living in sin, stands
confessed. It is the Devil.
Re obtained his first power over our race by deceiving. He continues that power by deceiving still. His main art is to keep us blind
concerning himself, and concerning the great Deliverer. I am sure of
this, because I see many who pass all their days without one real
thought that they have a foe always near, plotting their misery.
They hear and perhaps speak of him as though he were an empty
name, and not a mighty and most malignant power. Reader, this
may be your case. If so, turn not, I humbly implore you, from a
few words, which, by God's grace-, may be light to your darkness, and
life to your captive soul.
Consider his nature. His titles show it. He is the prince of this
world (John xii. 31). Therefore his sway is world wide. All the
millions of our race, without one exception, were born his bond-slaves.
They entered life with his chains around their hands, and with his
throne erected in their hearts. Can they gain freedom for themselves 1
No. His guards are too many and his fetters too strong. Do they
desire it? No. The will, by nature, chooses his service. Jesus warns,
"Ye are of your father the Devil, and the lusts of your father ye will
do" (John viii. 44).
He is the god of this world (2 Corinthians iv. 4). He sets up the idol
of fame, or pleasure, or money; and men fall down and worship it.
He opens his temples, and decks them with attractive show, and
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ministers therein a pleasing cup of error, and multitudes go in to learn
his creed.
He is leader of countless troops. There is not a spot-a housein all the world, which he leaves unoccupied. Do we go forth ~ we
are surrounded. Do we seek solitude ~ we are followed. In the
courts of God-in the place of concourse-his vassals swarm around
us. We read of a legion in one person. How vast then must be the
collected army! Hence there is a sense in which ubiquity is his;
because there is no place which some of his emissaries do not fill.
So, too, omniscience may be claimed for him; because there is nothing,
which some ear does not hear for him. Whatever be our acts, he
beholds; whatever be our words, he hears.
He is a spirit (Ephesians ii. 2). Therefore he has access to the secret
places of the heart. He can plant the seeds of all evil in the
mind. If we close the outward gates of sense, he can still come in,
and defile the thoughts, and make every imagination as wicked as
himself.
He entered into Judas Iscariot, Luke xxii. 3. He filled the heart
of Ananias, Acts v. 3. Reader, has he not often made lodgment
within you ~ Oh! think, then, why is not your lodgment among his
slain ones!
He is as crafty as he is strong. His real design is seldom known,
until his bait is taken. His web is not seen, until the victim is
entangled. The hidden pit is only discovered by the fall. He has
been employed in the same employ for nearly six thousand years.
Therefore he well understands his tools, and the materials, on which
he works. He is studying our tempers and characters all the day long.
We know little of ourselves; he knows us perfectly. He sees the
weak point-the fitting time-and accordingly he lays the snare.
Gehazi little thought that Naaman's visit would be the tempter's
trap. Hezekiah as little thought that the embassage from Babylon
would unmask his vainglory. A question from a porter-maid in a
moment plunges Peter into dastard guilt. Reader, ever watch, ever
pray, if you would escape temptation.
This is a dark picture. Who -can view it, and not tremble ~ But,
though fearful, it is only a faint outline of the mighty and cruel enemy
of souls.
Give ear now to the tidings which I proceed to proclaim. Though
he is strong, there is one far stronger. Though he is great, there is
one gloriously greater. Though he is mighty, there is one Almighty.
Though he is wily, there is one All-wisdom. Though he is many,
there is one Infinite. Though he is a captivator, he has been taken
captive. Though he is an enslaver, he has become a slave. Though
he forges chains, he is enchained. Though he has brought low, he
lies low. Though he is a conqueror, he has been conquered. The
blessed Jesus comes a Conqueror, a Deliverer, a Redeemer, a Saviour.
He treads down the devil, and gives deliverance, redemption, salvation
to all the children of men, who stand under His banner of victory.
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Reader, perhaps you are one of anxious spirit, and are not ignorant
of many tremblings, lest at last you should perish by the hands of this
foe. If so, how eagerly you will say, give me proof that Jesus crushes
this tyrant's power. All praise be to the God of grace! proofs abound.
Listen to the voice of the Lord God in Eden. "It," the Seed of the
Woman, the Lord Jesus, " shall bruise thy head." Did not God know
what should be? He did. Can God speak, and His word not come
to pass? Impossible. Then this fact is true: the serpent's head
must be bruised by Jesus. Take comfort, then; take courage. Man
was scarcely ruined, when he, who ruined him, was doomed to ruin.
The savage· joy of having marred creation's beauty was only felt, to
be turned into the writhings of hopeless rage. Success was despair.
He removed his foot from the neck of fallen man, and fled from the
garden with the undying sound echoing in his ears, " It shall bruise
thy head."
Such was the sure sentence of God. Now take a case which shows
that Satan's power has indeed a power above it.
You know the story of Abel. He trod this earth a fallen being, as
we are: hated by Satan, as we are: exposed to all his wiles, as we are.
But he trusted in the promised seed for escape, Satan could not hold
him. His early death, by a murderer's hand, landed him not in the
kingdom of hell but of God. Thus the first soul, which left a human
~)Qdy, proved, that Jesus could rescue the prey out of the destroyer's
Jaws.
You know, too, the story of Enoch. He was a man of like nature
with us-born in corruption. You cannot doubt that Satan shot his
every arrow at him. But his soul received no fatal wound. It was
guarded by faith in the coming Saviour. By faith in this promise
he walked with God. By faith he mounted to heaven-another jewel
in the Conqueror's crown.
In the same way, all the holy men of the old world found that there
was shelter and safety under the wing of the promised Conqueror.
One promise convinced them, and gave them life. How many testimonies tell you of this rescue! Oh, let them not teach in vain!
But, in fulness of time, the Gonqueror appears in human form.
Satan knows Him well. He heard the vcice from heaven, " This is
My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." He makes one desperate effort to obtain the mastery. The blessed Jesus meets the conflict.
Every advantage of outward circumstance is given to the adversary.
He draws from his quiver his oft-tried and most successful darts. He
musters his strength and all his skill. His empire depends on the
issue. The most, that hell can do, is done. But all in vain. Each
blow falls harmless before the Word of the Lord. The devil quits
the field, baffled and beaten. He finds himself held down by the
chain, " It shall bruise thy head."
He makes one effort more. He stirs up wicked men to seize and
nail the blessed Jesus to the cross. When the Woman's Seed bows
His head and dies, the enemy seems to triumph. But the end of the
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combat shows where the victory is. If Satan is the stronger, let him
keep Jesus in the grave; let the prison detain the prisoner. But it
does not-it cannot. Jesus bursts the doors; comes again from the
dead; shows Himself alive; and ascends in triumph to the heavens.
Thus the victory is for ever won. The destroyer lies for ever destroyed
beneath His feet. And when a few more years are past, the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with power and great glory, and
the devil shall be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever (Revelation xx. 10). There
is everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew xxv.
41). "It shall bruise thy head."
.
The point, then, is clear. God is true. Jesus is Conqueror. The
Goliath of hell is fallen.
Reader, this battle has been fought, this victory won, that poor
sinners may be rescued. May the Holy Spirit help you to behold your
high tower of safety, and to flee into it! Satan cannot but hate youfor his name is hatred, as surely as God is love; and he desires to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat. But if you are found in Jesus,
you are high above his reach. He will attack. He will threaten.
He will affright. But Jesus will be your shield; and that shield
must be shivered, before you can be harmed.
Study the records of the Word. It is the history of the long war
between the children of light and " the power of darkness." You will
see, that he has tried every weapon of the armoury of hell. He has
no other in reserve. But all have failed. They cannot rise higher
than the heel. The head is safe with Christ in God. Mark, too, how
a mightier hand guides his blows to wound himself. Satan's kingdom
is made to totter under Satan's assaults. He brought in sin, and so
the door flew open for the Gospel. He persecutes the early converts:
and the truth spreads rapidly abroad throughout the world. He casts
Paul into the dungeon of Philippi: and the jailor believes with all
his house. He sends him a prisoner to Rome, and epistles gain wings
to teach and comfort all the ages of the Church.
Fear not, then, believer, the curse is on your foe. Dust is his food.
He cannot swallow the jewels of Christ's crown.
He may entice you with many things sweet to sense; but look to
the Cross, and you see them no more. He may terrify you with roarings, as of a lion; show him the wounds of the Lamb, and he is gone.
He may stand as your accuser at the judgment seat; but if you are
washed in the blood of Jesus, he can find no mark in you, by which
to claim you as his own. Be assured, if you are one with Jesus by
faith, His full triumph is yours, " and the God of peace shall bruise
Satan under your feet shortly." If such be your happy case, lift up
your head with joy and sing the holy song, " Thy right hand, 0 Lord,
is become glorious in power: Thy right hand, 0 Lord, hath dashed in
pieces the enemy. And in the greatness of Thine excellency, Thou
hast overthrown them, that rose up against Thee: Thou sentest forth
Thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble" (Exod. xv. 6, 7).
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CHRIST THE WISDOM OF THE CHRISTIAN.
A SERMON PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN,
BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., on
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9TH, 1849.
" But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
-1 CORINTHIANS i. 30.
WE have entered upon the consideration of a very large and a very
interesting subject, which was introduced to your notice on last
Sabbath day, when we took up the first part of this text, and preached
upon the words-" Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus." We said to you
that we thought it would afford a suitable meditation at this season,
preparatory to our commemoration of the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ into the world, if we were to go into some of the departments of
blessedness into which the people of God are introduced by their
union to Him.
On the last occasion we set before you the simple and universal
truth that runs through all the Scriptures of God, that it is solely as
a matter of sovereign and distinguishing grace that the Lord's people
are in Christ Jesus. We endeavoured to show you what is meant by
being in Christ; we told you that it is an expression very frequently
met with in the Scriptures; that it takes us not only into the present
privileges which God's people enjoy by their union to Christ, but
that there are many passages of Scripture in which the Church is presented as the mystical Body of Christ, in union with Him from everlasting. We showed you, that from all eternity the Church has been
seen in Christ. We are not now speaking of what is done in time, when
God is pleased to bring a sinner, by living faith, into the possession
of all the privileges which belong to him as a child of God; but we
were constrained to go to the fountain, and to show you that the Church
has been from everlasting seen in Christ. All the grace which was
given to that Church was given to it in Christ Jesus before the world
began.
We are now anxious to enter upon the consideration of the different
branches of Christian privilege that are opened out in this passage;
for it is said, that to all who are in Christ, " He is made of God to them,
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption."
We are taken into these several chambers, as it were, of the unsearchable riches of Christ, and we are told what a blessed people they are
who are really in Christ. There seems to be nothing wanting to the
man who is in Christ: If he have Christ made to him, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, we ask, if he does not really
stand in the position described in the second of Colossians-" Complete
in Christ " 1
We now look at this first branch of the subject--Christ Jesus made
of God unto us wisdom, and we shall consider it in these two points
of view-
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First, the doctrines which are exhibited in Christ, and Who thus
becomes really wisdom to us.
Secondly, the influence, the practical influence, which this wisdom
of Christ becomes to those who possess it.
We want to look at the subject doctrinally and influentially; we
want to look at it as the exhibition of the great scheme of truth; and
we want to look at it as that great scheme, made influential to the
peace and the comfort of him who knows Christ as his wisdom.
We would ask you to look at the context in which these words
stand, which will give us some little idea of the state of the world
when the Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians. If you
look at the first chapter, and eighteenth verse, you find him saying,
" The preaching of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness." In
the same context he says, in the twenty-third verse-" We preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness." Now, mark ye, why they preached Christ, Who was
this stumbling-block to the one, and foolishness to the other. He says,
in the preceding verse-" The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks
seek after wisdom." We preach Christ. He is a sign to the Jews,
who say they want a sign; and He is wisdom to the Greeks, who say
they want wisdom. Then he tells us, that after the world had been,
in its ignorance, seeking after a wisdom which it had not found, " It
pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that believe." These verses are introductory to the passage which we have
taken for our text. And, then, in the opening of the second chapter,
after he had spoken of the condition of the world, that. it seemed
then, as it has ever done since, to set its own wisdom in oppositic.m to
the Gospel of Christ, he says, "We speak wisdom." You observe he
is not satisfied to come down from the high position on which he stood,
because men told him he was a fool; but he says, "We speak wisdom."
And such a wisdom, that if the great ones of the earth had known it,
" they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory." Then, afterwards,
he tells us, " The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually disce-rned." What ground we are treading
on here! We have an exhibition of a world that will not submit to
the wisdom of God, and a world that arrogates to itself something
of wisdom.
The Wora of God does not take cognizance of any wisdom that
has not reference to the being, and character, and will of God. At
the opening of that magnificent statement of truth that we have in
the first chapter of St. John's Gospel, we find this assertion-" No
man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him"; or, as we have
often translated it for you, "He hath explained Him." You observe
that we are coming to this point, that the Scripture does not take cognizance of any wisdom that has not reference to the being, and character,
and will of God; and that the being, character, and will of God, have
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only been made known to us through the Lord Jesus Christ. Upon
this the Scripture decides.
We are prepared for some questions and objections here. We are
asked, what do we make of the argument that is based on that word
in the Nineteenth Psalm-" The heavens declare the glory of God;
and the firmament showeth His handywork"? Now, brethren, we
can appreciate to the full, the argument for the knowledge of God,
from the works of God, as far as God has been pleased to use it; for it
is His own argument. Were we speaking to an atheist who would say
that all things in this world are matters of chance and random, we
would tell him that there is an order and arrangement in the works
of God that must blast his theory; we would tell him to look at creation, and to read there a lesson as to the being of God. When the
apostle uses this argument, in the First of Romans, see how far he says
it went. He does not tell us that this is all the revelation that is
necessary; on the contrary, when he speaks of the Gospel, in the
First of Romans, he says-" I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth."
He seems to put that before us as the important truth which it is necessary for man to know; but as to what amount of knowledge is sufficient
to make man responsible to God, he says, God had hung out this book
of creation that men might read. How far? "That which may be
known of God is manifest in them, for God hath showed it unto them."
And then the apostle adds: "For the invisible things of Him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead," but no
more; "so that," he says, "they are without excuse."
You mark what an argument this is as to the heathen world, and
as to the responsibility of the heathen world. Men say, in the present
day, that the heathen world is not responsible. The Apostle Paul
says they had light. Now, when they had it, what did they do with it?
Why, they defaced the page on which God had written, in legible
characters, His eternal power and Godhead. And what does the
apostle add ?-" When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God,
neither were thankful." But mark !-" Thev became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened." And what did
they do more? They blotted out from their minds and imaginations
the living God, and placed upon the throne of their affections, " birds,
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things." They became vile in
all their practices; and then it is added, " As they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind."
Now, there is the character of man. And, dear brethren, whatever
be the revelation that God has given of Himself; whether it be of His
works, or of His word, you may depend upon this, man will not submit
to the wisdom that is of God, until by the power of the Holy Ghost
it has been revealed to his soul, in the riches of the grace of God.
Now, take another view of the wisdom of the world. It does appear
9
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to me to have been marvellous wisdom of God that, shall I say, one
hundred years ~-No: farther back we will go-for two, three, four
hundred years, God was pleased to allow the world that then had
dominion, to be studded with specimens of gigantic intellect, so that
those men could write upon philosophy; they could propound some
few axioms in mathematical science, upon which all the superstructure
of mathematical science should afterwards be reared. God was pleased
that these men should write, as wisely, I believe, as men in latter days
have written; they were, I believe, men of as great calibre of mind
as the learned ones in our day, who have gone over the same track with
similar implements. And you, classical men, who may be present,
you know what was the object of their search-they wanted to find
truth-they wanted to find happiness-they wanted to find God. Well,
it seemed as if the Lord had allowed these men, one to bring his stone,
and another to bring his stone, until they reared this vast unsightly
edifice of their philosophy, and left it there as a great Babel-a specimen of confusion-to teach men all that they could learn from it, that
the altar they raised could only bear this inscription-" To the unknown God."
This text of Scripture is to be used in our day, and to be wielded
too: that" Christ is made of God unto us wisdom." It is to be
asserted, and it is to be maintained, to the discomfiture of all those
rational systems that are abroad through the world, and through our
own country, too; at a period when man would put reason into the
divinity chair, and make it decide upon what God has taught us in His
Word; which never can be known but by the teaching of the Holy
Ghost.
We have now showed you why it was necessary that the apostle
should thus handle the subject of the wisdom of the Gospel. We have
showed you what the heathen world was; we have showed you that the
men who lived then were not ignorant men, nor were they men of weak
intellect; but we have showed you that they laid the foundation upon
which the superstructure of science has since been reared. They had
their mathematicians; they had their rhetoricians; they had their
logicians; they tried to find out a philosophical religion, and they
failed.
What does the Word of God teach us ~-" God, Who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ." So that the apostle here tells us that what these men could
never find out, hath shined into the hearts of God's people, even" the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
What was the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ when He was upon
earth ~ We ask where are the systems of human wisdom that ever
came near it ~ We ask, more, where are the systems of human wisdom
that do not set themselves in antagonism to it ~ When you take the
microscope, and begin to examine the beautiful painting upon some
petal,- or upon the wing of some insect--why, the world gazes upon it
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with admiration; and what does it do? It goes to all the skill of its
. own mechanism, and it tries to make something like it. The world
has no objection to this; but you never yet saw a system which was
purely of the world, that ever tried to imitate the Gospel. There
never was a human system for proclaiming pardon to the rebellious,
salvation to the guilty, eternal life to the vile and worthless sinner.
This is what the Lord Jesus Christ taught. Therefore does the apostle
speak of this wisdom, because it is essentially and exclusively of God,
as a thought that all the intellect of man never could devise; and
when his intellect is set to work upon the subject, he hates it, unless
he is taught of God the Holy Ghost.
Now, what was the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ? He said
that He came to do the will of His Father, and He said that" This
was His will, that of all which He had given Him, He should lose nothing." He took those whom He taught into the very being of God.
He told them of the Father Who had sent Him; He told them of
Himself, the Son of God, Who came into the world " to seek and to
save that which was lost." He told them of the Holy Ghost Who was
to come. He preached a Trinity of Persons in Covenant for the saving
of the Church. And, mark !-afterwards when He was leaving this
world, He did, by His command, enforce that that doctrine of the
Trinity should resound from one end of the so-called Christian world
to the other; "Go," said He, " and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."
He seemed to put His own impress upon that truth, and commanded
that everyone who should become a member of the visible Church
should have that stamp upon him. And see what that command does in
this day, when men have need to call things by their right names; when
men have need to set themselves against the insidious blasphemies
which are abroad in the world under the name of truth. Why, we
have need to take that word, and to say, we unchristianize every man
who denies the doctrine of a Trinity of Persons in the God-head, and
yet chooses to hang around him, for reasons best known to himself,
the name of Christian.
But this was not all that the Lord Jesus Christ taught. He showed
how that Trinity of Persons had Covenanted for the salvation of the
Church, and the effectual salvation of the Church. What is the subject
matter of the tenth of John? The Lord Jesus Christ says, "I am
come that they," that is My sheep, " might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly." He tells us that He laid down
His life for His sheep. He tells us that His sheep hear His voice,
that He gathers them into His fold. He tells us, He has" other sheep
which are not of this fold; them, also, (He) must bring." Dear
brethren, this is the doctrine which runs through the whole Scripture;
this is emphatically the wisdom of God.
And then, remember that the Church is the great platform on which
the Lord will exhibit His manifold wisdom; thus, the apostle writes,
in the third of Ephesians, tenth verse, " To the intent, that now unto
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the principalities and powers in heavenly places, might be known by
the Church, the manifold wisdom of God."
This is a larger subject, brethren, than we have been able to grasp.
We might have spoken, if we had time, of the Person of Christ, the
adaptation of that Person-God and man-to the salvation of His
people: His obedience, His atonement, His union to His people, His
sympathy with His people: all this constitutes what Scripture calls
" The wisdom of God."
But now as to the practical and influential result and effect of this
truth upon the souls of God's people. And, brethren, do not think
it a hard saying, when we affirm that the man who does not know
Christ, has not anything of what Scripture calls wisdom. Do not
mistake me, do not let anyone misrepresent me, as men who have
preached what I try to preach, have been misrepresented often. Do
not let it go forth from this place that we disparage learning, the powers
of the mind, human researches in the field of science. We never did
speak, and we never can speak, slightingly of these things. Nay,
rather we' can do what men of the world can do in this matter, but with
a higher feeling; we can admire the amazing powers which God has
given to man, and the great and laborious efforts of the human mind;
we can admire the man who digs deep below the surface, and who tries
to bring out from the bowels of science some specimens of what his
research has crowned him with. We can admire the human intellect
as it soars with a strong wing into the higher departments of God's
creation; but all we ask is, that it should keep its place; all we ask is,
that it should not forget itself. And when we do find science intruding
where it ought not, and philosophy claiming for itself what belongs to
God alone, then we take some two or three verses, I was going to say
chapters, out of the end of the Book of Job; and we would ask the
philosopher some questions such as these, just to lower his crest a
little: "Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom ~" "Hath the rain a
father ~ " or " Who hath begotten the drops of dew ~ " We would
ask some such questions just to put man where he ought to stand, in
the place of a learner, not sitting in the temple of God. When wisdom
walks to and fro through its own territory, then we admire it.
But after all, suppose a man has no more wisdom than this. Suppose
that his intellect has been most brilliantly lighted up, and suppose he
has given some little reflection of his attainments to the world around.
Suppose that this is all, and that a man by this light, goes on in his
calculations, and speculations, and researches until the sand in his
glass runs out, and the weights go down, and that then, when the sand
has run out, and the weights have gone down, his philosophy just lights
him to the threshold of the kingdom of outer darkness, " where their
worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched." Surely, brethren,
this is not wisdom.
What our Lord said on one occasion, when He was comparing the
most magnificent exhibition of regal splendour that this world has
ever beheld, with the little floweret of the field, clothed with all its

The Gospel Magazine

127

beauty by His Father; that we would institute as the comparison
between the man who has all this human learning, and yet knows
not what the little babe may have learned, that" the blood of Jesus
Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from all sin." The Solomon, whoever
he may be, " arrayed in all his glory, is not like one of these."
Now, brethren, this wisdom, of which we are speaking, can stand
alone; the other cannot. These poor children who are sitting here
before you, if God teach them that" Jesus Christ is made of God unto
them wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption,"
they have learned more than the greatest philosopher who ever breathed,
who may have scaled heights and fathomed depths of science, but who
knew not the Gospel of the grace of God. It is said to have been the
remark of a very learned man, Selden, upon his dying bed, that all his
learning was worth nothing in comparison of his knowledge of that
little text, "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."
Brethren, this is the wisdom that Christ is made to the soul; it is a
matter of experience, it puts the eternal interests of the man upon a
solid basis; so that when the apostle writes to the Ephesians, he tells
them that there was a time when they had" no hope"; when they
were" without God in the world." But he says, " Ye are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief corner-stone." Again, when our Lord spake to the
Jews, as recorded in the eighth of John, He told them, "Ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free." He told them that
that which could alone deliver a man was his knowing the truth; "If
the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." Brethren, this
is the wisdom which God brings home to the heart of the poor sinner,
who believes the simple record of the Gospel of Christ, and this
makes him wise above his fellows.
In the eighth, ninth, and tenth verses of the first of second Thessalonians, you have a little sketch of what is to take place at the coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He shall come" to take vengeance on them
that know not God" (there is ignorance, there is want of wisdom),
" and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." Then you
have the contrast between such, - and the people of wisdom; "He
shall be glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that believe."
It is just the contrast between the Hezekiah who, in his human wisdom,
sought to bribe away his enemy, and the Hezekiah who, upon his
knees, spread the letter of his enemy before his heavenly Father.
Here is wisdom, when a man has learned that he has redemption
through the blood of Jesus; a wisdom that the world's wisdom never
could cope with, a wisdom that brings the soul into the liberty of God's
dear children.
We might make one remark more upon this subject; how Christ is
made of God to us wisdom. It seems to be explained in that prophecy
of Isaiah, where it is said, that" the spirit of wisdom and of understanding shall rest upon Him. Implying not that He needed wisdom
or understanding for Himself, but that there should be lodged in Him,
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as the great Head of His Church, all these treasures of wisdom and
knowledge which should flow out from Him to His members. So that
for the comfort of every child of God, the great truth is declared,
that in the midst of all our weaknesses, and ignorances, and wanderings,
there is One Who not only knows our wants, but Who can supply them
out of His own fulness.
Now, brethren, if this truth were apprehended as it ought to be,
that to know Jesus Christ is wisdom, why we should be valiant in the
world for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; we should be very
jealous lest anything should take its place in the plans for the reformation or for the education of men; we should stand by the Word of
God, and we should say, there is no wisdom but that which consists
in the knowledge of Christ, for we are told in the epistle to the
Colossians, that "In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge." In another passage, in His own prayer for His people,
in the seventeenth of John, He says-" This is life eternal that they
might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom
Thou has sent." This is the wisdom which we must maintain
before an evil world; a wisdom that shall enable a man to say, " I
know Whom I have believed"; a wisdom which is called, " being wise
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
And then, if, perhaps, we are not so skilful as to be able to contend
with those who are opposers of the Word of God, we may take shelter
in such a word as we find in the ninth of John, and say, with the blind
man of old, whom the Lord Jesus Christ restored to sight, " One thing
I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see." Spiritual sight becomes
a reality to the man who possesses it, and let him tell the world that
whereas he was blind, now he sees. The language of such a man will
be the same as the Apostle Paul's, " I count all things but loss, for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord! "
SERMONETTE.
THE WAY.OF SALVATION.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am
God, and there is none else."-lsAIAH xlv. 22.
IF one knows and feels himself to be " guilty before God," a ruined
and lost sinner by nature; is conscious of his need of salvation, and
realizes that he cannot save himself by any merits and efforts of his
own, he is in a condition to receive the Gospel, that is the glad tidings
of salvation, with heartfelt joy. But what is he to do? In a sense
he can do nothing, for he is in a helpless and hopeless condition, apart
from the power and grace of God, being by nature" a child of wrath,"
cursed and adjudged to death by God's holy law. But there are
certain things that he will assuredly do, ultimately, as he is " taught
of God" through the medium of His Word, the Holy Scriptures.
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1. He will pray. Like the publican in the parable, his prayer will
be, " God be merciful to me a sinner." The desires of his heart will
be after God's salvation. And he will turn to the Scriptures as the
only source of light and truth, seeking the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
2. He will renounce all fancied righteousness of his own. When
the law of God comes with convincing power, by the power of the
Holy Ghost, he will discover that he is " guilty of all"; for that
law demands a perfect obedience, proceding from perfect love to
God and man, and this no man has ever rendered, or could render,
for, " There is none righteous, no not one: there is none that doeth
good, no not one" (see Rom. iii. 9-20). Therefore, sooner or later, he
will come to Christ in the spirit of the well-known words :"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
3. He will fly for refuge to God Himself as He has revealed Himself
in His Word. Now God has revealed Himself in Christ Jesus. "The
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." "Christ died
for the ungodly" when He was" made to be sin for us " (who believe
on Him) " that we might become the righteousness of God in Him."
Hence the desire of his soul will be :
" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
4. He will believe the record which God has given of His Son, viz.,
" That God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son"
(1 John v. IQ-Il).
Christ Himself will be the ground of his hope, and " Being justified
by faith" (he will) "have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Rom. v. 1), so that he can truly say :"On Christ, the solid rock, I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand."
BEAUTY FOR ASHES.
ONE evening, after I had listened for twenty minutes or more to the
pourings forth of a poor woman, I thought of the text and felt itr" The misery of man is great upon him." I looked up the text, not
remembering the rest of it, and found it in Ecclesiastes viii. 6-" Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the
misery of man is great upon him." No man can hurry forward the
good that he wants, nor detain it when it comes: its coming and
going and the place it takes present and future-all is fixed, while
evil days also are fixed: they come infallibly when God wills as the
fruit or accompaniment of iniquity, and remain until it has filled up
its measure in the black background of human woe. The apostle
refers to the" works of the flesh." Our summary of " envy, hatred,
malice and all uncharitableness " fails before it, and all creation groans
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either from it or tor fear of it. We might think of prophets, patriarchs,
kings, the friends and favourites of God, who have tasted the bitterness
and misery of forbidden paths, of departure from Him. And Satan,
as a roaring lion walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, hating
goodness and in league with wickedness; in one way or other, ceaselessly and relentlessly, labouring to overthrow the rule and the righteousness of the Lord. But there is One Who is mightier and Who
has overcome. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords: He is the
Saviour: He has all power in heaven and in earth, authority also over
the prince of the power of the air. He saw the misery of Israel, their
bondage, oppression, toil, and He came down to deliver them. He
heard their cry. Many a time did He help them, succouring them
with food and with hope. He says, "Comfort ye, comfort ye, My
people," when their confusion had nearly spent them. He says, " Sin
shall not have dominion over you," however continual the harassments
of the enemy, however oppressive the fears of disruption. Sin may
abound; the lovingness and strength of the Lord and Saviour will
superabound. If we read the book of Judges when every man did
that which was right in his own eyes, and, leaving its trail of murder
and confusion, turn to the Epistle of Paul to Philemon-we might
consider the gifts that the God of salvation and of peace has to bestow.
Paul had been a persecutor and injurious, breathing out slaughter;
his very name a terror to the saints of the Lord; but Christ looked
down from heaven and gave him beauty for ashes. The Lord, as it
were, took out of Paul's pocket, the death warrants with the saints'
names on them, and put letters in instead, letters full of goodness and
love. The one to Philemon began (after the address), " grace to you
and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. I
thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers, hearing
of thy love and faith, which thou hast shewed toward the Lord Jesus
and toward all saints." The letter can scarcely express itself for the
tenderness and love and regard that moved the apostle towards his
beloved brother, whose mind and desires and love and interests were
dear to him. "Prepare me a lodging," he said, "for I trust that
through your prayers, I shall oe given unto you. . . . The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, Amen."
If we think of what we are, or would be if sin were let loose upon us,
surely our constant theme should be-thanks be unto God, "the
Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe"; thanks be to the
holy Comforter, Who causes His children to triumph in the Lord, and
at times gives them a peace that passes understanding. When Paul
wrote of stripes and imprisonments, shipwrecks, and weariness, he
was not complaining of miseries, but he was telling of the trials which
the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ had appointed him.
There was no bitterness in them; the sting had gone, and triumph
was inevitable. Jeremiah also, in the midst of his doleful cries and
lamentations, knew calmly, and with the deep conviction of truth,
that it was good that he should both hope and wait quietly for the
salvation of God.
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The Lord said to His disciples-" Ye now have sorrow": but it
was the sorrow of love, and there were no dregs at the bottom of the
cup. He saw them again, and to us also who look for Him will He
appear.
FOLLOWER-ON.
GEORGE WHITEFIELD'S BROTHER
MR. WHITEFIELD, a brother of the celebrated Rev. George Whitefield,
fell into a backsliding state after knowing the Lord. Sometime after
he was brought to feel his sad state and to mourn on account of the
same, but soon sank into despondency and almost to despair. He
was drinking tea on one occasion with the Countess of Huntingdon,
while her ladyship was endeavouring to raise his hopes to the infinite
mercy of God through Jesus Christ; for a while all was in vain. At
length Mr. Whitefield said, " My lady, I know what you say is true,
the mercy of God is infinite. I see it clearly; but, oh! my lady,
there is no mercy for me; I am a wretch and entirely lost." "I
am glad to hear it, Mr. Whitefield," said Lady Huntingdon. "I am
glad to hear that you are a lost man." He looked with great surprise
at her, and said, "What, my lady, glad! glad! that I am a lost
man!" "Yes, Mr. Whitefield, truly glad, for Jesus Christ came
into the world to save the lost." He placed his cup of tea on the table
and exclaimed, "Blessed be God for that; glory to God for that
word! " and then exclaimed, " Oh, what unusual power is this which
I feel attending it!" "Jesus Christ came to save the lost; then I
have a ray of hope." As he finished his tea, he complained of illness,
went out of the house for air-staggered-was brought in, and shortly
after expired.
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A DAMSEL NAMED RHODA.
ONLY once is this girl's name mentioned in the Scriptures, but it is
in a deeply interesting connection, and it is remarkable that wherever
the Word of God is read throughout the wide world, what Rhoda heard,
and felt, and said, will bring joy to the readers. Thus has the Holy
Spirit honoured her in the sacred narrative.
At the time when she comes before us, the early Christians at Jerusalem were in great distress because of the cruel persecution of King
Herod, of which we read in Acts xii. The early chapters t~ll us how
the Lord had owned and blessed the ministry in particular of the
Apostle Peter, first to the Jews, and then to the Gentiles. Herod
seemed to be in fear of the growing numbers of the believers, and
determined to do them great damage. He even went so far as to kill
James, the brother of John, with the sword. Seeing that the Jews,
who hated the followers of Christ, were pleased about this, he caused
Peter to be arrested and cast into prison, intending to bring him forth
to the people when the Passover feast was over.
The jailor who had charge of him must have been told to take the
strictest care of his prisoner, who was closely guarded by soldiers, to
two of whom he was chained. But the very night before he was to
be tried, the angel of the Lord entered that prison cell, bolts and bars
and soldiers being no hindrance to him. Peter was calmly sleeping
between two soldiers, to whom his hands were chained on either side.
The light, which the angel's presence brought, failed to rouse the
restful sleeper, and the angel gently smote him on his side, and raised
him up. Nothing is told us of the soldiers, but the chains fell off
Peter's hands, and, obeying the angel, he began to dress, the last
command being, "Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me."
Past the keepers outside the door, and then past the first and second
guards, the angel led, and Peter followed. At length they reached
the iron gate which led into the city, but it flew open at their approach
of its own accord. Having thus brought Peter out of the prison, the
angel led him through one street, and then left him. Thus left alone
the released prisoner was" lost in wonder, love, and praise." Whilst
following the angel, he could not realize what was happening to be
real, but when he came to himself he said, " Now I know of a surety
that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the
hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the
Jews." He thought the matter carefully over, and then made his
way to the house of a lady named Mary, where an all-night prayermeeting was being held. He may have been told of this prayer-meeting
being held to cry to God on his behalf.
Arriving at the house, Peter knocked at the door and " a damsel
came to hearken whose name was Rhoda." In the margin instead of

The Gospel Magazine

133

"to he.arken," we read, "to ask who was there." So she evidently asked
who it was knocking at the door, when, to her delight, the reply came
in Peter's voice. It is not surprising to read that " she opened not
the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the
gate." Her message was received with ridicule, but she stuck to her
story, for she knew Peter's voice, so perhaps was not much troubled
at their attitude.
Meanwhile Peter continued knocking, and when they had opened
the gate, they found that Rhoda's story was indeed true. They had
been earnestly praying for Peter's deliverance, but when such an
abundant and speedy answer came, they were overwhelmed.
We do not know who this girl was, whether a daughter of the house,
or a maid, but she was a praying girl, who was filled with joy because
the beloved apostle was given back to the believers by our gracious
heavenly Father in answer to His people's prayers. Well may we
sing :"0 Thou, by Whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way,
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod,
Lord, teach us how to pray."

E. A. H.
~ottt"ponlJrncr.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editnr of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors writes, "We have again
received your nice parcel of magazines, tracts and cards. It is most
kind of you to remember us in this way. It is very sad to hear of the
great trouble you have come through. I think the loss of sight would
be one of the biggest calamities that could befall one. I am sure that
God gives some great blessing to compensate. But I do trust things
will not be so hard for you, and that you will be allowed to continue the
work you love. I am afraid yo·u must have passed through a great
deal of pain, but I hope that that is all behind you and brighter days
before. Again thanking you for the parcel." A worker amongst
soldiers writes, " I should be thankful if you would send me another
parcel of books for the men. They are always eager to receive the
books and magazines." Another writes, " Thank you most sincerely
for your kind gift of books and tracts for the soldiers. I appreciate
the kind and deep interest you take in them. The Lord bless you in
all your work. We have lately had some cases of cheer amongst the
young lads. Help us as much as you can." To respond to these
appeals we need the renewed help of friends of the soldier and sailor.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol 4, February, 1934.
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"THE

BATTLE

IS

NOT

YOURS,

BUT

GOD'S."

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACH.ED IN CONNECTION WITH THE THlRTYFIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT UNION,
AT ST. CLEMENT'S CHURCH, HIGHER OPENSHAW, MANCHESTER, BY
THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON, INCUMBENT OF KENSINGTON EPISCOPAL CHAPEL, BATH, ON WEDNESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 13TH, 1909.

" Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason
of this great multitude,. for the battle is not yours, but God's."2 CHRONICLES xx. 15.
WE have here a message from the Lord to Jehosaphat and to the
people of Judah and Jerusalem, on the occasion of great national
danger. "The children of Amman and Moab and Mount Seir" had
come up against Jehosaphat to battle.
When Jehosaphat heard of it, he "proclaimed a fast throughout
all Judah" and the people gathered together" to ask help of the Lord."
Jehosaphat led them in prayer, and towards the end of his prayer
he said, " 0 our God, wilt Thou not judge them ~ for we have no might
against this great company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee." "Then upon Jahaziel
the son of Zechariah . . . came the Spirit of the Lord in the midst of
the congregation"; and addressing Jehosaphat and the people
of Judah and Jerusalem, he said: "Thus saith the Lord unto you,"
etc. (verse 15).
Now, this message is just as suitable to the Lord's people to-day
as at the time when it was first spoken. With this thought in our
minds let us take it for our meditation this evening.
1. First, think of the multitude which came against God's people.
It may be taken to represent all the spiritual foes which confront
the Lord's people to-day.
1. It was a mixed multitude: It consisted of "the children of
Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir " (verse 10). So to-day the enemies
of God's people are of a mixed character. We are confronted with
the world, the flesh, and the devil.
The world lieth in the wicked one. The men of the world are evil.
The ways, customs, pleasures, and the religion of the world are more
or less evil, and we are reminded that "the friendship of the world
is enmity with God" (James iv. 4).
Our Lord and Master" gave Himself for our sins that He might
deliver us from this present evil world" (Gal. i. 4).
The flesh is also a dangerous foe. Though believers are not in the
flesh, the flesh is still in them, and they need to " walk in the Spirit"
if they are to be proof against the evil desires of the flesh.
Of the devil, the apostle warns us when he says: "Be sober, be
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vigilant, because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter v. 8).
In addition to these enemies of our souls may be mentioned the
mighty evils of Sacerdotalism, Rationalism, and Ritualism.
Sacerdotalism in effect usurps the priestly prerogatives of our Lord
Jesus Christ, denies the finished character of His substitutionary work,
blocks the way of direct access to God, and would deprive the believer
of present, and perfect forgiveness through faith in the blood and
righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rationalism denies the plenary inspiration and infallibility of the
Bible, and rejects the Bible doctrines of sin, penalty and atonement.
Ritualism is an encouragement of services of a worldly, sensuous
and ornate character, and is an abandonment of that simplicity of
worship which was enjoined by our Lord when He said, "God is a
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in
truth" (John iv. 24). Truly, then we may say that the multitude
which has come against God's people is of a mixed character.
2. It was a powerful multitude. Jehosaphat recognized this when
he said, " We have no might against this great company that cometh
against us" (verse 12).
So our spiritual foes to-day are indeed great and powerful. The
forces of evil which are being marshalled against the Church of God
are indeed strong and mighty. They are making great havoc in the
professing Church, composed as it is of many denominations, and the
Lord's people need to recognize their own helplessness to do battle
against these mighty foes.
n. Secondly, think of the daonger which arose from this great multitude.
1. First, there was danger to the nation. Jehosaphat declares that
his enemies have" come to cast us out of Thy possession, which Thou
hast given us to inherit" (verse 11). So the foes which confront
God's people to-day are a menace to the nation. "Righteousness
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. xiv. 34).
If, as a nation, we turn our backs upon the precious truths of the
Reformation, Divine chastisement is sure to follow, sooner or later.
Divine chastisement came upon' Israel because of its apostasy from
God, and can we expect to fare better if we follow Israel's example ~
2. Secondly, there was danger to the family.
The attack upon the nation was also an attack upon the family.
Hence we read: "All Judah stood before the Lord, with their little
ones, their wives and their children" (verse 13). So the forces of evil
to-day are a danger to the family. There is danger to our wives and
daughters from the introduction of the Confessional. There is danger
to our children arising from the teaching of Sacerdotalism and
Rationalism in our public and primary schools, and also in our Sunday
schools. As we value the spiritual welfare of our wives and children
and the true interests of the nation we need to do battle against the
spiritual foes with which we are confronted. If the nation loses its
hold on God and on His truth, so will the family.
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Ill. Lastly, think of the Lord's message to His people in this crisis
in their history.
1. First, it was a call to courage. "Be not afraid nor dismayed by
reason of this multitude." (See also 2 Chron. xx. 7, 8.)
So now we must not lose heart. Our foes are many and powerful,
but" if God be for us, who can be against us ? "
2. It was a call to action.
"To-morrow go ye down against them." "To-morrow go out
against them" (verses 16, 17).
So we must face our foes and go out against them. There must be
no yielding, no capitulation, no compromise.
3. It was a call to stillness.
" Stand ye still and see the salvation of the Lord with you" (verse 17).
There is need for stillness as well as action. They had been waiting
upon God, now they were to wait for God. There is need for both
these spiritual exercises to-day. We need to pray and we need to
wait. "Their strength is to sit still." "In returning and rest shall
ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength"
(Isa. xxx. 7, 15).
" Be still and know that I am God."
4. It was an assurance of the Lord's presence.
"The Lord will be with you" (verse 17). So, to-day He will be with
His praying and waiting and believing people. He says: "I will
not fail thee nor forsake thee" (Josh. i. 5).
5. Lastly, it was a reminder that their cause was the cause of God,
"The battle is not yours, but God's." The children of Ammon
and Moab and Mount Seir had come up " against Jehosaphat," but
in doing so they were setting themselves in array against Jehosaphat's
God. The conflict in which God's people were engaged was God's
conflict. Their enemies were His. Hence, He was concerned for
them, and would fight for them.
So, the cause of Evangelical and Protestant truth is the cause of
God. We may be sure that He is on the side of His own truth and
will fight for it. Note the issue.
" The Lord made them to rejeice over their enemies."
" The Lord fought against the enemies of Israel" (2 Chron. xx. 27,29).
Be not afraid, then, 0 ye people of the Lord, for" the battle is not
yours, but God's."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE financial year of the Society closes on March 29th, and the
Committee will much appreciate the kindness of friends, if they will
send in their subscriptions due as early in March as possible. The
Committee will also be glad to receive the names of new Subscribers
whose help is greatly needed. Writing concerning one of our pensioners who recently passed away, the friend says, " This dear old lady
was one of our very special friends. How one will miss her sweet and
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savoury conversation. Our visits to carry her pension were most
enjoyable, her gratitude unbounded. Last quarter, when the Special
Gift was handed to her, she remarked, How good God is to me. I do
bless Him and all the kind friends who help in this way."
There are at present 1078 pensioners regularly in receipt of the
pension who in the gift recognize the Hand of their Heavenly Father.
The South London Sale of Work is fixed for June 14th, and that at
the Hornsey Rise Home for July 6th. The Committee are grateful
to many friends who have sent articles for these Sales, and trust to be
similarly favoured this year also. Meetings on behalf of the Society
will (D.V.) be held as follows: March 6th, Grove Chapel, Camberwell,
service in the evening; on the 14th, service in the evening at Soho
Memorial Chapel, Finchley; at Prittlewell, on the 21st; and Zion
Chapel, Norbiton, on April 5th.

l\.ellte\Us ani:! jl..ottces of tioots.
THE S.P.G. AND THE ROMANIZING MOVEMENT. Pp. 4. Price 2/per lOO. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
The letters S.P.G. stand for" Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts." This excellent pamphlet gives full documentary proof that the S.P.G. is in full sympathy with the Romanizing
Movement in the Church of England. No Protestant should, therefore,
help forward its work.
MEMOIR OF JOHN KEMP, OF BIDDENDEN, KENT. Edited by his
Widow. Pp. 232. Price 3/9; by post 4/-.
This is a deeply interesting Memoir of the late Mr. John Kemp,
the first Pastor of Ebenezer Strict Baptist Chapel, Bounds Cross,
Biddenden, Kent. There is a foreword by his son, Mr. J. Kemp, of
Luton. The first eighty-seven pages are occupied with an autobiography written by himself. This ends in the year 1909, but is continued
by his devoted widow right on to his death in 1932, after he had been
pastor at Biddenden for the long period of fifty-two years.
Although Mr. Kemp sprang from poor and evil surroundings, it is
evident that he was a monument of Divine grace, and, that despite
many disadvantages, God made him to be an able minister of the
New Testament, and used him as an instrument of calling many
out of darkness into His marvellous light, and of subsequently building
them up in their most holy faith. He had many trying experiences,
but he patiently persevered in the Lord's work, and eventually it
could be truly said of him that he was " quiet, gentle, patient and
sober in judgment," and that his " fatherly advice was made useful
to many," and that" he was greatly beloved."
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Pastor J. K. Popham was an old friend of Mr. Kemp, and he took
the funeral and touchingly and warmly referred to Mr. Kemp's work
and ministry. Many extracts from his letters are given, all of which
are well worth reading. Wise remarks are made on prayer meetings,
prayer, marriage, infant salvation, study and preaching, the Lord's
day, and on the solemn truth of eternal punishment. It is evident
that he was a thoughtful, prayerful, careful, and experimental
preacher of the Word.
The tablet put over the pulpit to his memory speaks of him as
"faithfully and affectionately declaring the whole counsel of God
according to the faith of God's elect."
The book is well printed and contains ten illustrations.
HERALDS OF THE DAWN. By John A. Anderson, M.D. Pp. 36.
Price 6d.; postage Id. (Mr. James Ritchie, 45, George Street,
Aberdeen.)
This is an ably-written pamphlet designed to show the unscriptural
character of the secret rapture and the two-stage theories of the Lord's
coming. The author shows that these theories originated amongst the
Irvingites or members of the Catholic Apostolic Church. The Irvingites
claimed prophetic gifts. One of their member foretold in 1832 that
" within three and a half years the saints will be caught up." It was
also held that the Holy Ghost testified" that the Lord is now coming
again, that before revealing Himself to the world as its Judge He will
reveal Himself to the Church as her glorious Bridegroom, and not to
all at once, but first of all to His sealed ones as the first-fruits of a
general harvest of which they shall be the angel-reapers." The
claim to inspiration made by the Irvingites is now being made by
sympathizers with Buchmanism. It is a most dangerous claim,
especially when it fixes dates for the Lord's coming which prove to be
delusions.
There is much that is valuable in this pamphlet, though we cannot
endorse all that the writer advances. We suggest that Matthew
xxiv. 32 does not warrant the statement that" the fig tree symbolizes
Israel" (p. 10).
We know of no Scripture proof that the tribulation for ten days
in Revelation ii. 10 refers to ten periods under ten successive Emperors
for two hundred years (p. 7). The pamphlet, however, is very valuable
as showing that Scripture teaches clearly that certain events were
and are to precede the coming of the Lord, and that therefore the
any-moment view of the Lord's coming is unsound.
VERSES, ETC. By R. G. Turner. Pp. 48. Price 2/-. This pamphlet
is published by Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street,
London, E.C.4. Copies may be had from the Author at
"Moreton," Littleham, Exmouth.

