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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be aole to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR~"S i. 4.

A FAMILY GRACE.
" Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall
not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also 1:f ye shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and_ge thou cast into
the sea,. it shall be done."-MATTHEW xxi. :n.

FAITH may be described as a family grace. It is a grace which
characterizes all the members of GOD'S family in a greater or less
degree. They have all "obtained like precious faith" in the
righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST (2 Pet. i. 1).
They trust not in their own righteousness, but in the blood and
righteousness of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. By Divine grace they
have been saved through faith, a faith in CHRIST which is "the
gift of GOD" (Eph. ii. 8), and-therefore it is not of themselves.
This is "the faith of GoD'S elect" (Tit. i. 1), and its favoured
possessors constitute "the household of faith" (Gal. vi. 10).
Now the grace of faith is mentioned eight times in the Gospel
of Matthew. In one instance (Matt. x.s:iii. 23) it is thought to
mean "fidelity, faithfulness, i.e., the character of one who can
be relied on." In all the other seven instances the word means
trust, trust in CHRIST, or in the living GOD, Who giveth to His
people richly all things to enjoy.
First, we read of the faith of a Roman soldier.
The soldier lived in Capernaum. He was a c~nturion, an officer
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with authority over a hundred soldiers. Though once a heathen
he had become a proselyte to the Jewish faith and a worshipper
of the true GOD. A real work of grace had been begun in his heart
and the fruits of Divine salvation were manifest in his life. No
anti-Semitism characterized him. No hatred of GOD'S ancient
people filled his breast. The Jews could say of him, "He loveth
our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue" (Luke vii. 4). Not
only so, but he loved his servant. His servant" who was dear
unto him, was sick, and ready to die," and the centurion besought
JESUS through his messengers to come and display His healing
power. So humble was he, however, that he said, "I am not
worthy that Thou shouldest come under my rooL" So great,
however, was his faith in CHRIST that he said, "Speak the word
only, and my servant shall be healed." He felt that the LORD
JESUS possessed such unlimited power that He had but to speak
the word, and the paralysis with which his servant was affiicted
would vanish away. What love, what humility, what faith
characterized this erstwhile heathen soldier. His faith was specially
singled out by our LORD for special remark. " When JESUS heard
it, He marvelled, and said to them that follo'wed, Verily I say
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."
The result was that JESUS said, "Go thy way; and as thou
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed
in the self-same hour" (Matt. viii. 5-13 compared with Luke
vii. 2-10). During our LORD'S ministry among" the lost sheep
of the house of Israel" He had not found such great faith a~ wa~
manifest in this Roman soldier. Despite all Israel's great privileges,
such faith as this was not manifested by anyone of the specially
favoured nation. What a rebuke to the Jews of that time, and
how remarkable that in so unexpected a quarter such great faith
should be evidenced. Yet it was no credit to the centurion. It
was God Who made him to differ. The faith which the centurion
possessed he had received from GOD.
Here then was great faith in the unlimited power of CHRIST, a
faith accompanied by love and deep humility, and a sense of great
unworthiness. Should not the sight of such faith humble us and
rebuke us ~ Should it not lead us to pray, "LORD, increase
our faith" ~ We can never believe too much in the unlimited
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power of Him Who is "The mighty GOD." With Him nothing
is impossible. There is no case of illness from which He cannot
recover the patient, no need which He cannot supply to His people.
Yet, we must not forget that all our petitions must be in fmbmission
to the Divine will. There are times when He deems it right and
good to withhold blessings for which we pray, and which He is
able to bestow. There can never be any room to doubt His ability,
His love, and His Omnipotence, but we should always be willing
to recognize His wisdom and goodness in denying the request of
our hearts.
Secondly, we read of the faith of a Gentile woman.
This poor woman came to the LORD on behalf of her daughter
who was "grievously vexed with a deviL" She cried to Him
for mercy. She approached Him as "the Son of David," and
therefore as the long-promised Messiah. He seemed at first to
ignore her. He reminded her that His present ministry was
mainly, and almost entirely, for" the lost sheep of the house of
Israel." He even said that it was not meet to take the blessings
mainly designed for the children, and to cast them to Gentile
dogs. Nothing daunted, however, this poor woman was so intent
on getting deliverance for her afflicted daughter that she was
ready to be regarded as a Gentile dog, if only the LORD would
have mercy upon her. The LORD was no doubt purposely testing
her faith, and giving her the opportunity of persevering in her
believing prayer, and at last" JESUS answered and said unto her,
o woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt." Then
we read, "Her daughter was made whole from that very hour"
(Matt. xv. 22-28).
How remarkable that the only two instances mentioned in the
Gospels of "great faith" were both Gentiles. The favoured
nation failed to manifest such faith. Do we not see here the
Sovereignty of GOD in bestowing great faith in quarters where
we should least expect it ~ He does this that "no flesh should
glory in His presence."
What an example this poor woman is to the LORD'S people
to-day. How she longed for the deliverance of her daughter from
Satanic power. How she fully believed the power of CHRIST to
effect this deliverance. How she persevered in prayer that the

96

The Gospel Magazine

deliverance would be granted. No thought of human merit, or
human worthiness filled her breast, but with persevering faith
she pressed for the mercy she sought for.
It is to be feared that many Christian parents put the temporal
advancement of their sons and daughters in the foreground. They
rejoice at scholarships gained, and often send their children to
schools where the training will militate against their spiritual
welfare. Well would it be if more parents were as earnestly
concerned for the salvation of their children from the penalty
of their sins, as this woman was for the deliverance of her daughter
from the power of Satan.
Thirdly, we read of faith specially noticed.

Four men had brought a man sick of the palsy to the LORD
JESUS. Their effort to bring him was beset with difficulty. The
LORD JESUS was preaching in a house.. The room was crowded,
and a great crowd was near the door. It was therefore impossible
for these men to enter the house in the ordinary way. Evidently,
love for the poor man and sympathy for him led them to bring
him to CHRIST. Moreover, they evidently had faith in CHRIST'S
power to heal him. Difficulties, however, did not daunt them.
Hindered from getting to CHRIST through the door of the house,
they ascended to the roof, removed some of the tiling and lowered
the man down" with his couch into the midst before JESUS.'
Then we read, "JESUS seeing their faith said unto the sick of the
palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." (Matt.
ix. 2 compared with Mark ii. 3-12 and Luke v. 18-26.)
The LORD could read the hearts of these four friends of the
paralytic. He knew that faith in His healing power prompted
their zeal, their devotedness, their great perseverance in bringing
their friend to him; and he rewarded them by giving them more
than they sought. He not only healed their friend's body, but
He pardoned his sins-a far greater blessing. Probably the man
himself was more concerned about his soul than his body. He
was downcast about his sins. Hence the LORD said, "Son, be
of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee."
Have we faith in CHRIST ~ Have we faith in His power to bless
ourselves, and to bless our friends ~ He sees it, if it is there.
Well is it if our faith is accompanied by love for friends in whom
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we are interested, and if our faith is such that we persevere in
coming to the LORD on their behalf. Who knows what blessings
He will bestow in response to our intercessions on behalf of others ?
Certain it is that "He that cometh to GOD must believe that He
is, and that He is a Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him "
(Heb. xi. 6).
Fourthly, we read of the faith of a disappointed and penniless
woman.

This woman had been affiicted for twelve years and had suffered
many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had
on them. Yet she "was nothing bettered but rather grew
worse."
At last, however, when she heard of JESUS, her faith in Him
was such that "she said within herself, If I may but touch His
garment, I shall be whole." So she "came behind Him, and
touched the hem of His garment," and straightway "she felt in
her body that she was healed." Though her touch was secret and
unobserved by men, it was known to the LORD JESUS, and He
said, "Who touched My clothes?" There had been a definite
and particular touch by a particular and a needy person, and the
LORD was fully aware of it. In fact He had immediately responded
to it. The woman wished to get away unobserved, but the LORD
would have her come forward and acknowledge the blessing she
had received. Then He said the gracious words, "Daughter, be
of good comfort; thy faith hath ma.de thee whole" (Matt. ix. 22,
compared with Mark v. 25-34; and Luke viii. 43-48).
What an encouragement this woman's case is to the awakened
sinner. For years it may be lie has soqght by various humanlydevised means to obtain deliverance from the malady of sin, but
all in vain. He" was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse."
If only now, like this poor woman, he comes as a burdened, helpless,
and penniless sinner, and touches the hem of CHRIST'S garment,
he will be immediately cured. His sins will be wholly cleansed
away by the fountain of CHRIST'S blood. By faith in CHRIST'S
blood and righteousness he will be justified freely by GOD'S grace
through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS.
To such a one the LORD will say, "Be of good comfort, thy
faith (instrumentally) hath made thee whole."
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" Heal us, EMMANUEL! here we are,
Waiting to feel Thy touch:
Deep-wounded souls to Thee repair,
And, SAVIOUR, we are such.

*

*

*

*

*

*

" She, too, who touched Thee in the pres8,
And healing virtue stole,
Was answered, 'Daughter, go in peace;
Thy faith hath made thee whole.'
" Concealed amid the gathering throng,
She would have shunned Thy view,
And if her faith was firm and strong,
Had strong misgivings too.
"Like her with hopes and fears we come,
To touch Thee if we may;
Oh! send us not despairing home,
Send none unhealed away! "
(Cowper)

Fifthly, we read of the fa-ith of blind men. (Matt. ix. 27-31.)
They were two in number. They spoke of JESUS as "Son of
David," a Messianic title. They evidently believed He was the
Messiah. They were probably acquainted with the prophecy
which referred to Messianic times. "Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped"
(Isa. xxxv. 5). Believing in the power of CHRIST they "cried,
"Have mercy on us." They entered the house into which JES S
had gone. Then He turned to them and knowing the kind of
mercy they wanted He said, "Believe ye that I am able to do
this 1" They answered, "Yea, LORD." Here was their faith in
His power. "Then touched He their eyes, saying, According to
your faith be it unto you." The result was "their eyes were
opened." These men realized their darkness, and they desired
light. CHRIST in response to their faith turned their darkness into
light. 'What a marvellous change it would be to them. v e
remember a case in Derby Infirmary. A woman was unable to
see, but after being dealt with by a doctor her power of sight
returned. Overjoyed with the experience she cried aloud in the
ward, "Nurse, I can see! Nurse, I can see!" In like manner joy
fills the soul of the sinner who is turned from spiritual dar1."Uess
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to light. CHRIST is "the Dayspring from on high" Who hath
visited this dark world, "to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide their feet into the way
of peace" (Luke i. 78, 79). It is His office "to open the blind
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that
sit in darkness out of the prison house" (Isa. xlii. 7).
Lastly, we read of mountain-rernov-ing faith.

We read of a father who brought his son to our LORD'S disciples,
but they could not cure him. Afterwards JESUS said, "Bring
him hither to Me." Then JESUS "rebuked the devil; and he
departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very
hour." The disciples then came to JESUS and said, "Why could
not we cast him out 1" Our LORD answered, "Because of your
unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible
unto you" (Matt. xvii. 15-20).
Evidently our Lord is here referring to that gift of faith in GOD
by which His apostles subsequently wrought miracles. (See
1 Cor. xii. 9; xiii. 2.)
A similar reference is made in connection with the cursing of
the barren fig tree. The disciples were astonished at the withering
of the fig tree as a result of the curse which our LORD pronounced
upon it. In reference to this the LORD JESUS said to them,
" Verily I say unto you, if ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall
not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into
the sea; it shall be done."
The history in the Acts of the Apostles shows that the faith by
which wonderful miracles were wrought was exercised by the
apostles. Their faith was thus the instrumental means of doing
things which were humanly-speaking impossible.
Miracles have now ceased, but, apart from what are usually
called miracles, GoD may still work wonders in response to the
faith of His people. GOD'S people are sometimes confronted with
difficulties which are mountainous in their magnitude. By human
power they seem impossible to be removed. In wh"atever direction
they look their case may seem hopeless. Yet in response to

100

The GosPel Magazine

believing prayer GOD may use some wholly unexpected means
to overcome the difficulties which confront His people. The
experiences of GOD'S people are such that they can often bear
testimony to wonderful and remarkable displays of GOD'S power
in answer to their faith and their prayers. We could tell of such
things in our own experience.
It sometimes happens that a servant of GOD may be in great
need of temporal supplies for himself and his family, and for days
or weeks his prayer for deliverance may be unanswered. Then
from some wholly unexpected quarter help may come, and it is
seen how evidently the hand of the LORD was manifest in the
deliverance granted.
Although it is true that GOD may in the exercise of His sovereignty
and goodness withhold from us some of the blessings for which
we' ask, yet it is never true that He withholds any really good
thing from His believing people. "They that seek the LORD
shall not want any good thing." "No good thing will He withhold
from them that walk uprightly" (Ps. xxxiv. 10; lxxxiv. 11).
But we must be willing to leave Him to decide what is really good
for us. This is sometimes hard to do, and sometimes His ways
seem to be very mysterious to us, and we may feel keenly his
dealings with us. Yet it is always true that "Whom the LORD
loveth He chasteneth." He never ceases to love His redeemed
people, nor does He ever act otherwise than lovingly toward
them. May we have grace to believe this. May He Who is the
Source of all spiritual blessings endow us with more faith in His
power, His mercy, His love, and His faithfulness.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

A HEBREW, SYRIAC AND CHALDEAN SCHOLAR ON
THE BIBLE.
" I HAVE read the Bible, in the original, many, many times, and each
time I am struck afresh by the sublime majesty, and inherent unity
which runs through it, from beginning to end, making it unique
amongst the books of the world."-The late Dr. F. J. Hamilton.
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"FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST."
(Third Art-wle.)

" And the1J were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave the?n utterance." -ACTS ii. 4.
IN two previous articles we have thought of the fulness of the
Spirit (1) in Old Testament times, (2) Prior to Pentecost in our
Lord's time, (3) the fulness of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost,
(4) the fulness of the Spirit as set forth in the Acts of the Apostles
in times following the day of Pentecost.
We propose now to endeavour to fix our readers'. attention on
an exhortation of the apostle in the Epistle to the Ephesians. He
says, "Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled
with the Spir-it" (verse 18).
First" let us think 01 the persons who are exhorted to be filled with
the Spirit.
They are described in various ways. They are "saints,"
"faithful in Christ Jesus," Divinely "blessed with all spiritual
blessings," "Chosen" before the foundation of the world, persons
who have redemption through Christ's blood, even the forgiveness
of sins, and believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. (Eph. i. 1-15).
In other words they are God's quickened, sanctified, and saved
people, a people sealed with the Holy Ghost and indwelt by His
presence. (See Eph. ii. 1-8; i. 13; iv. 30; ii. 22.) Those, then,
who have already experienced th~ regenerating, sanctifying, justifying, and saving operations of the Spirit, and in whom the Spirit
already abidingly dwells-those are the persons whom the apostle
exhorts to "be filled with the Spirit."
Secondly, think 01 the meaning 01 being filled with the Spirit.
By comparing this expression with others of a similar kind we
can get a clear idea of the apostle's meaning. On the day of
Pentecost, the apostles and others, we read, "were all filled with
the Holy Ghost." Many who saw the evidences of this were
amazed and said, "What meaneth this? "
They could not understand what had happened. "Others
mocking said, These men are lull 01 'new wine." In other words
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they charged them with being drunk, i.e., greatly under the influence
of wine. To be "filled with the Holy Ghost" then really means
to be greatly under His influence. All believers are always more
or less under His influence. The Spirit of God dwelleth within
them. (See I Cor. iii. 16.) They are the temple of God, and God
by His Spirit dwells in them, and walks in them (2 Cor. vi. 16).
It follows therefore that all believers without exception are more
or less under the Divine influence. He worketh in them "both
to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phi!. ii. 13). But in their
experience there are no doubt times when by their walk and
conversation they show that they are less under the Spirit s
influence than at other times. What the apostle means, then,
when He exhorts God's people to be "filled with the Spirit' is
that he desires them to seek at all times and under all circumstances to be greatly and wholly under the Spirit's influence. In
contrast to being "drunk with wine," he would have them to
give evidence at all times that they were full of the Spirit. Their
constant aim was to manifest that in all their words and way
they were speaking and acting under the restraining influence of
the Spirit. God's people can aim at nothing short of this. They
have to acknowledge failure more or less every day, but their aim
should always be that no sin of thought, word, or deed should
be tolerated in their lives. "These things write I unto you,"
says the Apostle John, "that ye sin not" (1 John ii. 1). "Gran
that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by Thy governance, to do always that is righteous in Thy sight," is a prayer
which the Reformers offered- on behalf of themselves and of others
of God's people. Our earnest desire and prayer should always
be that we may avoid that which is evil, and cleave only to that
which is good. No sin should be deliberately cherished in our
hearts. One of Thomas Kelly's morning hymns has the prayer,
"Let all our words and all our ways
Declare that we are Thine,
That so the light of truth and grace
Before the world may smne."
We read of Ananias that Satan had filled his heart (Acts v. 3),
of Elymas the Sorcerer that he was, "full of all 8ubtilty and all
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mischief" (Acts xiii. 10), of certain Jews that they were "filled
with envy" (Acts xiii. 45), and of the idolaters of Ephesns that
they were" full of wrath" (Acts xix. 28). God's people, however,
are to seek to avoid being under the influence of Satan or of any
of the works of the flesh, and their desire and aim should always
be to be under the illfluence of the Spirit.
Thirdly, let us think at the need at being filled with the Spi'rit.
We need the fulness of the Spirit for courage in the presence
of a world which is hostile to the truth of God. It was doubtless
. the fulness of the Spirit which enabled Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to say, "Be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will
not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou
hast set up." The same fulness of the Spirit no doubt enabled
Daniel to face the den of lions rather than cease to pray and give
thanks to His God. The fulness of the Spirit gave courage to
the apostles and others to face dangers, persecutions and even
death itself for Christ's sake. The fulness of the Spirit was the
secret of the courage of Athanasius, Luther, Calvin, Knox and the
English Reformers and martyrs.
All who dare to stand alone for the truth of God can only do
so in the power of the Spirit. We need the fulness of the Spirit
to preach the Gospel of the grace of God. (See Acts iv. 29, 31.)
The Gospel is not popular, and only grace can enable the faithful
preacher to open his mouth boldly to make known the mystery
of the Gospel. Spurgeon felt his need of the fulness of the Spirit
whenever he preached, and how did he seek for that fulness 1 He
used t9 say, "I never go into the pulpit but I offer this prayer,
'God be merciful to me a sinner.''' That is only another way
of praying for the fulness of the Spirit. A sincere and humble
cry for mercy from a preacher's heart when he enters the pulpit
to preach is virtually a cry for the fulness of the Spirit. Every
believer needs the fulness of the Spirit every day, whatever his
occupation. The godly woman in the home, the clerk in the
office, the mechanic in the machine shop, the labourer on the
farm, and the professional man in his profession-all need the
fulness of the Spirit, if they are to walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith they are called.
All holy, spiritual fruit is due to the presence and power of the
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Spirit, and if we are to abound in the fruit of the Spirit, and in
the work of the Lord, we need to be full of the Holy Ghost. (See
Gal. v. 22, 23.)
Finally, think 01 the way by which we may be filled with the Spirit.
How can we respond to the exhortation, " Be filled with the Spirit"1
'We might ask another question. How can we respond to any
other exhortation 1 The apostle exhorts the Colossians to mortify
their members which are upon the earth (Col. iii. 5). But how
can they do so 1 He gives the answer. " If ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body ye shall live" (Rom. viii. 13).
They can only do so by the power of the Spirit, by depending
by faith on His aid.
We cannot fill ourselves with the Spirit. The apostles and
others did not fill themselves on the day of Pentecost. It was
Christ, their ascended Lord, "\Vho received from the Father the
promised gift of the Spirit, and then He poured the Spirit out on
His people (Acts ii. 33). The source of the Spirit's fulness was on
high.
" It shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour
out 01 My Spirit on all flesh" (Acts ii. 17). It is God Who through
His Son sheds or pours on His people the Holy Ghost abundantly.
(See Titus iii. 5, 6.)
When the apostles and others wanted boldness to speak God's
word they prayed, i.e., they looked to the Lord, and then they
were freshly filled with the Holy Ghost and spake the Word with
boldness (Acts iv. 29, 31).
So when the Apostle Paul desired that the Ephesian saints
should experience more and more of the Spirit's power, he bowed
his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ that He would
grant unto them, "According to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man" (Eph.
iii. 14-16).
The old and well tried way of being filled with the Spirit is to
look daily and constantly to the Lord for fresh puttings-forth
of the Spirit's power. You need not go to this or that meeting
to learn of a person and a power by which you may live a holy
and consistent life. It is all revealed in Scripture and has been
known from time immemorial by the saints of God. What was
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it but a desire for the fulness of the Spirit that led the psalmist
to write, "In the day when I cried Thou answeredst me, and
strengthenedst me with strength in my soul" 1 (Ps. cxxxviii. 3.)
The exhortation of the apostle in the words, "Be filled with the
Spirit" is intended to stimulate God's people daily and constantly
to look to God for the fulness of the Spirit's power, and they are
encouraged to do so both by Old and New Testament promises.
In the Old Testament we read, "Open thy mouth wide, and
I will fill it." " He satisfieth the longing soul and filleth the hungry
soul with goodness" (Ps. lxxxi. 10; cvii. 9).
In the New Testament we read, "He hath filled the hungry
with good things; and the rich He hath sent empty away"
(Luke i. 53). May our pr8¥er be, "The God of hope fill us with
all joy and peace in believing, that we may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13).
THE EDITOR.

LUTHER AND RECOGNITION IN HEAVEN.
In The Life of Martin Luther, by the late Rev. Erasmus Middleton,
B.D., who was Editor for a time of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, a paragraph occurs giving Luther's view of the question whether the Lord's
people will know one another in heaven. The life of Luther is prefixed to Erasmus Middleton's edition of Luther's Commentary on
the Epistle to the Galatians. The paragraph is as follows (p.lxxv):"Being once asked, 'Whether we should know each other in
heaven 1 ' he answered, 'How was it with Adam 1 he had never
seen Eve; for when God formed her, he was in a deep sleep: yet
when he awakened and saw her, he did not ask who she was, or from
whence she came; but immediately said that she was flesh of his
flesh, and bone of his bone. How, then, did he know this 1 Being
filled with the Holy Spirit, and endued with the true knowledge of
God, he was able to determine upon the nature of things. In like
manner, we shall be perfectly renewed hereafter, through Christ;
and shall know, with far greater perfection than can be conceived of
here, our dearest relations, and indeed whatever exists; and in a
mode, too, much superior to that of Adam in paradise.' "

" SANCTIFIED afHictions are spiritual promotions."-Dyer.
" BIG as men count themselves, they all trace up their line to a gardener
who lost his place for stealing his Master's fruit."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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IN MEMORIAM NOTICES OF 1934.
" He fell asleep."-AcTs vii. 60.
IT is not my purpose to enlarge at this time upon the circumstances
surrounding this blessed and first Christian martyr's home-going;
but the text, I hope, has been prayerfully selected, as sacredly declaring
what death is, and under whatever circumstances it comes, to the
believer, whether by violence, accident so-called, or lingering and
humbling taking down of the tabernacle of the flesh, it is to those
who die in Christ a falling asleep, and that a blessed sleep, too, as
Stephen found it. Amid all the tortures of stoning he had "looked
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened,
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God," and whilst
the stones were rained upon him he called upon God, "saying, Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said
this, he fell asleep." This sacred narrative declared him to be " full
of the Holy Ghost," a sure indication that He Who had begun the
good work completed it, and was taking His dear servant Home and
supporting him meanwhile above the sufferings and sorrows by he
way. Stephen had been foreknown, predestinated, called and justified,
and was now about to be glorified; the work of grace completed and
consummated in that "far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory." And thus" he fell asleep," closing his eyes on earth to open
them in glory. What must have been the sustaining, upholding and
all-compensating grace and sense of his dear Redeemer's presence at
such an hour of nature's utmost need! "He fell asleep" as gently and
peacefully as a little tired babe in its mother's arms. He was laid
to sleep by that hand that was Divine and Whose care for and sympathy
with His suffering, witnessing servant, caused Him to stand, when
He was otherwise usually sitting" at the right hand of the majesty
on high." Stephen thus" fen asleep" and was gathered to the bosom
of the Lover of his soul.
.. Asleep in Jesus! blessed sleep,
From which none ever wakes to weep,
A calm and undisturbed repose,
Unbroken by the last of foes.
Asleep in Jesus! Oh, how sweet
To be for such a slumber meet I
With holy confidence to sing,
That death hath lost his venomed sting.
Asleep in Jesus! peaceful rest,
Whose wakening is supremely blest;
Ko fear, no foe, shall dim that hour
That manifests the Saviour's power."

1

The Gospel Magazine

107

What a holy calm enfolds these three words of our text! An
iufuriated rabble around and doing their worst in prosecuting their
hellish work of stoning to death; and the subject of their martyrdom
with eyes and heart already in heaven as hefell asleep and in a moment
had been translated from" the sufferings of this little while," to a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. All the way of suffering
thither forgotten; all the sorrows exchanged for" joy unutterable,"
and the last tear for ever wiped away!
There is a hymn in our Missionary books we sometimes sing with
sacred joy, which tells of all the" Coming" ones from east and west,
north and south, to His bosom; Calvary is their wondering theme,
and the last verse gathers it all up with"Coming, coming, yes they are,
Coming, coming from afar;
All to meet in plains of glory,
All to sing His praises sweet;
What a chorns! what a meeting,
With the Family complete."

Our hearts go up in their fullest, holiest capacity of joy, which
can be realized here, as we follow by faith those who have inherited
the promises and been gathered to Immanuel's throne in the glory
of the Fatherland, and are sharing the joys of His redeeming love,
to " behold His glory."
I would that when our beloved ones leave us, that we could sorrow
less and rejoice more. But Jesus does not rebuke our tears. He
" wept" by the grave of His "friend," on earth; and He knows
and sympathizes and feels for His people's griefs now. But when we
think of their joy and what they have for ever done with on earth,
weary, aching bodies and wrestlings with sin, the flesh, Satan, fears
and doubts, and that they are " with Christ," that means everything
of joy and satisfaction. All the former things are past. We seek then
for more grace to sorrow less and rejoice more that another and another
of His redeemed have heard that Voice, "Come, ye blessed of My
Father," and have entered in to go no more out.
I remember long years ago, whenat one of those ever-to-be-treasuredin-memory, sacred little gatherings at some open grave, at Arno's
Vale, in our city, as we waited in silence the lowering of the coffin into
its last earthly resting-place of one of our dear fellow-worshippers at
St. Mary-le-Port, our thoughts were uplifted to "Christ Who is our
Life," as the hand and head of our beloved Mr. Ormiston were raised
and his voice in sacred, holy joy spoke, "Only till He comes, dear
friends." The sorrow of parting with yet one more of his rapidly
decreasing flock, and the severing of yet one more spiritual friendship
meant much to a beloved Pastor and his people; but resurrection
hope rang out the promise of his and our Lord, " I will come again
and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also."
Thus in contemplation of these sure and blessed promises, we wended
our way from the earthly resting-place of John Brittan, of Bedminster.
8
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That was many years ago, but the same truth lives, and to-day we
are parting with one and another of those we have dearly loved in
the Lord, and feeling this earth more and more lonely and vast, but
may the words cheer and solace, stay and support those who are left
to walk solitary, that it is only for the very little while till He come!
All the hearts of the readers of our magazine, I am sure, have been
tenderly moved for our beloved Editor in his irreparable loss, when
on July 3rd, 1934, he was called to part with the beloved companion
of his married life and who was so essentially one with him in all that
made life so sacred and happy. He has been most graciously supported
and upheld, and doubtless his writings under the cloud of sanctified
sorrow have been more than ever blessed and owned of our God to the
one family in Zion, whilst he has also been encouraged and helped
by their prayers.
And as I write on in this sacred meditation, my thoughts go to
another beloved reader who on Nov. 10th, 1934, joined the Church
Triumphant. His sacred correspondence I shall much miss. \~ e
never met in the flesh, but his letters were a spiritually knitting of
heart as members of the mystical body. He had long been a reader
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE before our correspondence was brought about
in 1914, when Mr. Richard Ashton first wrote and asked the writer of
" Wellsprings" to visit a dear young son, invalided from France to
one of the military hospitals outside our city. Without delay, I made
my way with his letter in my hand, which writing was gladly recognized
by his wounded son, and when repeating some verses from Psalm xci. to
him he said, " That was the psalm father gave me when going into
the trenches." A godly father and mother were the gracious heritage
of this dear young soldier, and they longed after him in the tender
mercies of Jesus Christ.
Following up those after years at intervals, most blessedly spiritual
letters came from our dear friend, and touchingly the signature always
bespoke the union of heart and soul between him and his dear wife
as he signed them as from her and himself. These letters were heartbreathings and experimental in deep appreciation of the truths as set
forth in our magazine. Sometimes it was to tell of spiritual help
from its pages, or of the joy of having met some of the saints of God,
and annually it was to contribute a generous offering to our Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society Sale of Work, and at which in the first year
their son as a wounded soldier came and helped so ably and willingly.
Then under a cloud of sorrow in being called to part with their dear
daughter Elizabeth in April, 1931, how tenderly and humbly they
fell under the Lord's hand and wrote" It is the Lord, enthroned in light

Whose claims are all Divine;
Who has an undisputed right
To govern me and mine."
Again, when a little later the loved partner of his long married life
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was laid low with a stroke of paralysis, dear Mr. Ashton's letters
breathed such unmurmuring submission and calm confidence in the
unerring will of his Heavenly Father, whilst tenderly devoted to her
comfort and well-being. But it was not for long, however. The
Sovereign Ruler of the skies saw fit to lay His dear servant aside; and
after a brief illness and operation, Mr. Richard Ashton was called to
his eternal rest and to be "with Christ which is far better," as the
obituary notice told us. How forcibly his words in a letter written
me, not very long before, now speak! "What changes have taken
place in the course of the year, and how many of the Lord's dear ones
have entered into the joy of their Lord. Oh, to be in His safe keeping
while in these low lands and waiting His appointed time! Our humble
prayer is that the God of all grace will be ever at hand and that to
bless you in all your labour of love for the extension of His kingdom.
May He be pleased to answer your prayers for - - , and may all that
are dear to you and dear to us by the ties of nature, hear the voice
of the Son of God and live; may His right hand hold us in His heavenly
keeping."
Very touchingly does a godly son of his revered father write,
" We all thank God for his long life, his Christian walk, and
faithful witness to a Covenant-keeping God. Called early in life to
a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit, that
experience, as life advanced, revealed in his whole life and walk, an
increasing nearness to the God he adored, and thus he passed into the
presence of his dear Lord and Saviour, as a ripe sheaf of precious corn,
made so, as he often said, entirely by grace. We verily believe it is
true to say of him, , With Christ, which is far better.' I think, as long
as I can remember, my parents have been constant readers of THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. May a father's prayers be answered that each
member of the family may be bound in the bundle of lifll with the
Lord their God."
We would ask our readers to bear up his aged and afflicted widow
in their prayers that she may be Divinely supported in the very little
while of severance until she is called to her heavenly home, and with
the spirits of the just made perfect join in the eternal song of" Worthy
is the Lamb," eternally shut in, where sin, sorrow, sighs and tears
are unknown.
Other dear friends in Lancashire have been suffering bereavement,
although in mercy they too "sorrow not as those without hope."
One beloved child of God writes me, "We visited Mr. C.'s cousin on
Nov. 17. I think I mentioned in my last of her illness and told you how
her family have been readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for over forty
years. Some of her sisters used to come to the Clifton Conference
with Mr. Richard McNeal. Miss Slat-er, of Blackburn, died on the 23rd.
She had been in the dark during her illness, but her last words before
she became unconscious as she raised herself up in bed, and with
uplifted arms, were, "Come, Lord Jesus-Come, Jesus," and then
very faintly, "Jesus." She had testified to the clergyman from the
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Church which teaches prayers for the dead, when he called, that" none
but Jesus can do helpless sinners good."
And thus, one by one, the weary, way-worn saints are called to
their eternal rest, blessedly gathered, safely garnered, gone to unbroken
peace, while we for a little while longer remain and wrestle with sins
and doubts and fears. But beloved, do you grudge them their joy?
Do you', could you for a moment wish them back, back to all the
sorrows from which they have been delivered; to the fierce and Satanic
temptations to which they were subject when in this "body of sin
and death"? Could you wish them back from the glory in which
their souls are basking and the unutterable joy which is their unending
portion? Ob, no! I am sure you do not, would not wish them here
again. Look up by faith and beyond these lowland clouds and think
of the countless multitude on high that reflect the glory of the Lamb
in their midst; and look forward in humble dependence upon the
same grace that bought and kept them, to keep you and at last" present
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
We shall soon be with Him and our beloveds gone before in that
glory which will never dim nor pass away. As weary travellers they
have gained the summit of the hill of life's pilgrimage·; fallen asleep
here and got beyond the last sunsetting and have reached the other
side of the eternal day. They doubtless ofttimes sung when on earth,
" We've no abiding city here," and rejoiced as they realized a little
of that" Sad truth were this their home," and then when their time
had come, they have just fallen asleep and awakened in glory. Ab ent
from the body and present with their Lord, they have seen the face
of their beloved, and are satisfied, singing His eternal praise .
"Why will ye call it 'Death's dark night'?
Death is the entrance into light;
Behind its cloudy, purple gates
The everlasting Morning waits.
Then fear not death, its pains; its strife,
Its weakness-these belong to life;
Death is the moment when they cease,
When Christ says 'Come,' and all is peace!"
The home-going of all the redeemed saints, beloved reader, may be
gathered up in that wonderful sentence, "These all died in faith."
" All is real," spoke a dying saint; "this is the hour to test the reality
of the Gospel; it is a reality, a most blessed reality, and I wish' Praise
God from Whom all blessings flow' to echo through this house when
I am gone. Soon I shall be singing His high praises in heaven. Oh,
how great His love! How can He love so vile a sinner as I am! And
yet He loves me! I have nothing in my hand to bring. . . . The
glory is to behold the face of Jesus. The glory of heaven is Christ.
I am complete in Him." Thus as she once again spoke and as the
voice became weaker, she exclaimed softly, " I see Thee, I see Thee,"
and Mrs. M. Winslow fell asleep in Jesus.

The Gospel Magazine

111

Would that we who sorrow in our loneliness and find life never the
same without our beloveds and our path unutterably lonely, would
that we could dwell more on resurrection ground and by faith follow
them to where all is joy and unalloyed bliss and satisfaction. To
quote dear Mr. Ormiston again, and never shall I forget the few words
he wrote me when my precious father and companion of my life" fell
asleep." "Seek," wrote Mr. Ormiston, "to dwell on the thought
of what is his joy, his dear Redeemer's joy and the joy of the angelic
host." It was a wonderful lift by the way and rift in the dark cloud
of sorrow and loneliness, a lift from earth's lowlands by faith into
heaven's glories, "far more exceeding and eternal." Have any of
these words comforted a mourner during their perusal? The Holy
Scriptures lead us thus to look upon death, and" Thou shalt sleep
with thy fathers," spake the Lord unto Moses (Deut. xxxi. 16), and
thus the soul of Moses was wafted into the land of glory. And when
the Lord of Life had entered into the house of the bereaved ruler,
and saw all the intimations of death amongst the minstrels and people,
He put them all forth as He said, " The maid is not dead but sleepeth,"
and He raised her by His omnipotent word from the sleep of death
(Matt. ix. 24). And again when He would go forth to the grave of
his" friend Lazarus," He spake to His disciples, " Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth, but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep" (John xi. 11).
They understood Him not, but He would presently prove to them that
one word from the lips of the Lord of resurrection life should awaken
Lazarus out of the sleep of death.
" Filled with the Holy Ghost" was Paul, as he declared the resurrection in the synagogue at Antioch, and spoke of "David after he
had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep and was
gathered to his fathers)' (Acts xiii. 36), and we have the same apostle
writing to his Corinthian brethren declaring the glories of the resurrection for" them that are fallen asleep in Jesus" (1 Cor. xv. 18), and
again to the Church at Thessalonica he " would not have them ignorant
concerning them which are asleep," even those which sleep in Jesus,
whom God will bring with Him (1 Thess. iv. 13-16).
They have fallen asleep on earth to awaken in glory. Their brief
life and little day here has gone down like the sun at even, but they
have awakened on the other side where their sun no more goes down
and all is eternal day. Some may have feared the article of death all
their lives, but assuredly would dying grace be given at the hour of
their need and they, like Christian and Hopeful in Bunyan's allegory,
realized the promise of the faithful Promiser Himself (Isa. xliii. 2) and
" presently find ground to stand upon; and so it followed that the
rest of the river was but shallow. Thus they got over."
"Dea.th is but sleep in Jesus
To those who live in Him,
Since .resus at His coming
Their bodies shall redeem.
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One moment, and the trumpet
Shall call to life the dead,
From earth's remotest cavernF,
From ocean's deepest bed.
The dead in Jesus raised
From Abel to the end,
With all the living, changed
Shall then to Heaven ascend.
Oh I what a glorious Morning!
Oh! what a joyful band!
How great the congregation,
Round J esns then shall stand!
And oh! what burst of praises
When Jesus leads the song,
The Saviour and the saved,
The Harmony prolong,
The theme of God's Salvation,
The joy is full that Day,
The echoes of that Morning
Shall never die away.
What glories and forever
Shall crown the Lamb, once sla.in!
What trophies for His travail,
What triumph He shall gain!
The joy of all Creation,
His name shall be adored,
And ours the joy of dwelling
'For ever with the Lord.'''

[Since penning the a.bove, tidings have again reached me of another weary
one at rest. Mrs. Ada Stokes, of Burton-on-Trent, was for many years an atta.ched
member of Providence Chapel, Bath, and a deeply taught hearer of the word
which wrought in her life godly consistency of walk and conduct. When mourning
the deprivation of the means of grace, she still rejoiced in the truths set forth
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of which she was for many years a diligent and profiting
reader. She" fell asleep" on Dec. 23, after twelve weeks of great suffering,
previous to which the words were dropped upon her soul, .. Rise up my love, my
fair one and come away," which ,gave her the persuasion that from this illness
she would not recover.
And then, nearer home, a few da.ys later comes the not altogether unexpected
tidings of the falling asleep in Jesus of a beloved brother, the second son of the
late dear" G. C:' ]'tIr. Clement John Cowell, of Hastings, had been a. confirmed
invalid and confined to his bed for some years, and the whole of the prolonged
illness was borne in humble submission to his Heavenly Father's will. He was
never heard to murmur nor seem impatient, and so long as he was able at the
earlier stage of his illn.ess found his solace and delight in reading the precious
Word and writings of good men. He was tender and meek in spirit and rejoiced
in the truths as set forth in this magazine, and ever showed a deep affection for
the people of God. He was laid to rest in Ore Cemetery on January 15th where
his beloved wife Eugenie's mortal dust awaits the resurrection trump of God,
l'tfr. Brooker, as on the former occasion, lovingly officiating and making some
suitable remarks. Thus our beloveds are leaving us, but for them it is abundantly
well, and very far better, and we too are journeying and fast hastening unto that
place where the Lord shall be their and our Everlasting Light and the days of our
mourning shall be ended.]
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The Gospel Magazine
~rrmonf.)

113

anll N O!tf.) of Sennonf.).
HOIN BOLDNESS.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" We acknowledge, 0 Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our
fathers; for we have sinned against Thee. Do not abhor us, for
Thy Name's sake; do not disgrace the throne of Thy glory: remember,
break not Thy Covenant with US."-JEREMIAH xiv. 20, 21.

THERE is a passage, dear friends, which some readers of God's holy
Word fail to understand in the eleventh chapter of Matthew's Gospel,
the twelfth verse, to which we turn for an instant in connection with
our text. The words are those of the Lord Jesus and are: "And from
the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force." " We acknowledge,
o Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers; for we have
sinned against Thee. Do not abhor us, for Thy Name's sake; do not
disgrace the throne of Thy glory: remember, break not Thy covenant
with us" is the language of souls taking the kingdom and taking it
by force. When we remember that these words were prophesied by
Divine inspiration and fitted to the lips of certain of God's ancient
people what a confidence that fact ministers in the hearts of those who
answer to the Lord's description-" the smoking flax," "the bruised
reeds. " If the Lord Himself provide words and fits them to the lips
of weary, heavy-laden sinners and then bids them, "Take with you
words, and turn to the Lord," plead with Him in His Own language,
He must needs answer graciously, He must needs accept such seeking
sinners, He must needs satisfy souls thus hungering after salvation and
thirsting for the Water of Life. And such words we have in our text
to-night, Divine words, words revealing to us God's Own thoughts
about poor perishing sinners, made conscious by the Holy Ghost of
their sinnership, to whom sin has become a burden intolerable.
The first point we observe according to God's mind is that sin in
such a case shall be openly confessed to God. "We acknowledge,
o Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers; for we have
sinned against Thee." I take it we have here both original sin and
actual practical sin confessed to God; not only the sin of him who
with a broken heart pours out his case into the ear of God's mercy,
his own personal guilt, but likewise the guilt inherited from the first
transgressor. By one man sin entered into the world and so all men
became sinners, born in sin, conceived in sin, shapen in iniquity-every
one of us, the whole race of Adam alike, no exception. "We acknowledge, 0 Lord, our wickedness": this is not the language of the natural
heart, this is not the language of an unconvicted conscience, but this
is the utterance, and the feeling utterance, of a sinner conscious of his
guilt, desirous of realizing the worst about himself which God may be
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pleased to reveal. And I lay great stress upon that last expression of
mine. So soon as a thought of self-extenuation, of self-excuse enters,
our approach to God for the forgiveness of sin is marked with insincerity,
with unreality. But let it be on the other hand the work of the Holy
Ghost, let it be the revealing Spirit Himself Who is convicting of sin,
then the sinner so far from extenuating his guilt, or seeking to mitigate the iniquity of his transgression will confess it to the full extent
of his knowledge, and will be further content to have the exceeding
sinfulness of sin more fully revealed to him. I lay great stress upon
that aspect of sincere and true repentance, of sincere and true seeking
after God's forgiveness through the blood of Christ-the sinner will
realize himself to be of sinners the chief sinner, true in every case.
"We acknowledge, 0 Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity," or lawlessness, " of our fathers." The law of disobedience is ingrained in
our Adam nature. I say the law of disobedience is ingrained in us,
innate in us. To disobey God is natural to everyone of Adam's
children. To obey God acceptably is contrary to nature, absolutely
impossible in the case of the flesh, for it is written, "They that are in
the flesh cannot please God"; so the sentence of God is passed upon the
Adamcreature, view him from what standpoint of observation you may.
In the flesh, said Paul, " in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good
thing." We have inherited the iniquity, or lawlessness, of our fathers.
It is the work of the Holy Spirit to guide the feet of transgressors into
the narrow pathway of holy obedience. There is no will or disposition,
to say nothing of ability, in anyone of us to return to the pathway
of holy obedience from which in our first father Adam we departed.
It is the work, I say again, of God Himself, and it is essentially a
Divine work of grace, and a work of Divine grace, to guide feet like
ours into the way of truth. "We acknowledge, 0 Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers; for we have sinned against
Thee."
Elsewhere, the language of the Psalmist is, "Against Thee, Thee
only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight," because the
Law is the judge of sin. To God's Law sin is sin because God has
forbidden it and God has constituted by His own standard of unerring
rectitude that which shall be called right, and that which shall be
called wrong. No man has any power to alter jot or tittle in either
of these two moral subjects. Right remains right; all man's endeavours to alter the laws of right must remain a failure. Wrong is wrong
as viewed by the light of God's holy Law, and although men may say
" it is but a little one," yet in God's sight it is sin. In God's sight
there is no little sin. As I have often reminded you, dear friends, in
the language of an old divine, there can be no such thing as little sin,
a little sin, because there is no little God against Whom to sin. Sin is
a great, a monster evil, because sin, whatever it consists in, is an act
of disobedience, and an open violation of God's most holy Law; and
it is written, " The soul that sinneth it shall die," and "The wages
of sin is death." There is no little sin, no little death. The second
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death, that is, eternal separation from a God of holiness, is the righteous recompense due to sin. Against Thee we have sinned. Now,
dear friends, I want to put it to myself and to you, how far this first
of our two verses is the language suiting our own case? Do any of
us here to-night say the language is too strong, the language is that
of exaggeration? I have lately been looking into various books in
connection with the life and teaching of dear Augustus Toplady; I
have consulted several critics of him and his work, and I notice how
frequently expressions of this kind occur, "We must not lay too much
importance on some of his utterances because they are the language of
exaggeration and enthusiasm." So I say any soul ignorant of the
experience of conviction of sin can do no other than view this text of
ours to-night as the language of exaggeration or enthusiasm-a morbid
condition of mind, as they would say. On the other hand, those who
are themselves sensible of sin, burdened with sin, having been enlightened by the Holy Ghost as to the exceeding sinfulness of sin will
recognize in the language of the Prophet here, and of Israel besides,
Israel, penitent Israel, language exactly answering to the soul's spiritual condition. We acknowledge, 0 Lord-we would not, we dare
not if we could, hide from Thy holy sight-the exceeding iniquity in
all our lives, not of our conversation only, our deeds merely, but the
principle of sin indwelling us, the corruption, the nature inherent in
us. This is what the sensible sinner, by which I mean the sinner
taught by the Holy Ghost, feels perhaps more acutely than even the
other, because he finds if he be a taught child of God-by which I
further mean that he has been brought into peace with God-he finds
that although his iniquity be forgiven and his sin blotted out that
yet this infection of nature doth remain in him, that although the
sin of his sin has been blotted out the principle of sin yet remains,
active and powerful, often bringing the conscience into bondage and
the soul into darkness. Therefore, I repeat it, the c'onfession of sin
in the case of a true-born child of God will not be an event and an
experience once for all, but it will be the constant language of the
heart, for it is the just man who falling seven times a day needs seven
times to sue for mercy, to seek the renewal of his joy and his peace
with his God. "We acknowledge, 0 Lord, our wickedness, and the
iniquity of our fathers; for we have sinned against Thee."
The twenty-first verse is the language of faith, as the former is the
language of penitence. Remember again, beloved friends, and especially seeking souls, that these words were penned by inspiration and
framed by God Himself to meet the experimental condition of His
people in all after ages, and therefore these expressions must be
accurately in accord with His Divine purposes. First, faith pleads the
Gospel promise of mercy, for Christ's sake-" Do not abhor us," guilty,
wretched, hell-deserving though we be, do not hate us "for Thy
Name's sake." This is, as I have before suggested, for Christ's sake,
for it was of Christ the Father spake when He said of the Angel Who
inhabited the cloudy pillar, the pillar of fire and cloud vouchsafed to
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the journeying Israel for forty years in the wilderness. " Beware of
Mine Angel for My Name is in Him "-no created angel that, no created
angel or archangel that. "My Name"-that Which I AM is in Him.
He is justifying His ancient claim," I AM THAT I AM." My Name" I
AM" is in Him, He Self-existent even as am I. "As the Father hath
life in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself."
Therefore, when the sinner taught of the Spirit is constrained to adopt
language like this in the extremity of his need-" Do not abhor us, it
were fit Thou didst abhor us, it were becoming in Thee to put us away,
to cast us out of Thy sight once and for ever, but, Lord, we plead the
Name of Him Whom Thou hast appointed to be salvation unto the
uttermost in the case of all who come unto Thee by Him; do not
abhor us, for Thy Name's sake." Oh, what a plea, oh, what a prevalent
plea is provided, fitted, as I have said, to the lips of the broken-hearted,
those contrite in spirit. It cannot, it cannot, it cannot be denied, it
must needs triumph because God is faithful to His Own Son, because
He cannot deny Him His rights, nor would He for an instant deny Him
His right and title to possess each sinner for whom He shed the atoning,
redeeming, reconciling blood. "For Thy Name's sake." Oh, seeking
sinner, now does not this language meet your case? It was designed
for those, I have suggested already, who answer to the description
given by the Lord Jesus Himself, "a brnised reed," "smoking flax,"
just that which men would cast away. A bruised reed-a reed-pipea musical reed-pipe crushed, no longer capable of emitting a sweet
sound. Such reed-pipes as those referred to in that place may be purchased for the merest coin in the East. I brought back two of these to
illustrate the fact, and I gave the merest trifle for them. Once bruised
they are not worth repairing-a new one may be purchased forthwith
for almost nothing-a man would cast it away from him, a discordant,
a disagreeable sound at best it can emit. And so the broken-hearted
sinner is as this. His sighs and his groans, and his cries and his tears,
these are not pleasant in the sight and judgment of others. "'" hy,"
says the unconverted man, " all this ado about sin? Turn over a new
leaf and do better, it will all come right." "No," says the poor sinner
under deep conviction of sin who, taught of the Holy Ghost, realizes
sin in his case to be a burden intolerable, "it cannot be. God is righteous and God will be just in casting me out of His sight, but He has
inspired in my soul a hope in His mercy, He has constrained me to seek
His Face, and He has provided me suitable words wherewith to plead
for His mercy. My trust is in the blood of the Lamb, my hope is in
the finished work of God's Christ, and the cry of my soul is this, and
if I perish, I perish with it upon my lips, ' Give me Christ, or else I
die.' 'Do not abhor us for Thy Name's sake.'''
Then you will notice how faith rises a step higher, in fact from the
lowest step of the throne of Divine mercy faith proceeds to the topmost
step. Faith, gracious faith, God-given faith, never yet took denial.
The case of that dear Syro-Phrenician woman is a beautiful case in
point, who came, as you remember, when Jesus just touched on the
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coasts of Phamicia, did not cross them, did not pass out of the land
of the Jews into the actual land of the Gentiles, but having just reached
the coasts there came thence a woman, broken-hearted, distressed,
feeling, from doubtless her hearsay of Jesus, that He alone could do
her and hers any good. She said, " Lord, I am in deep distress, I bring
the case of my child to Thy footstool," and Jesus, instead of hearkening
to all her need, seemed at first to put her away. She continued her
cries. The disciples came to Jesus and said, " Send her away for she
crieth after us." They were annoyed by her petitioning, they were
out of touch with her soul's necessities, not because those dear disciples
were unconverted men, but they were not at that time in touch with
the broken heart, they were not just then in sympathy and in tone
with a contrite spirit, and therefore they said, "Send her away for she
crieth after us." An unconverted man, hearing the cries of the heartbroken, would have him taken away and silenced. But the Lord Jesus
had purposes of mercy in His heart, and therefore He suffered His
grace to operate sweetly in that dear woman, and her faith, although
at first discouraged, persevered, and she got a little nearer to the Lord,
and her prayers got shorter, "Lord, help me." "It is not meet to
take the children's bread"-the bread of the Jew-" and to cast it to
dogs "-the Gentiles. And then came that wondrous answer, she had
just got to the topmost step of mercy, faith had reached almost the
summit, " Lord, true, most true, it is not on that ground I claim anything at Thy Hand, yet the dogs do eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters'table." "0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even
as thou wilt." And so I say faith in our text, the second verse, is
rising step by step to the topmost mercy. "Do not abhor us for Thy
Name's sake "-then faith proceeds beyond: "Do not disgrace the
Throne of Thy glory." Oh, what holy boldness is implied in such
a petition as that, and what a revelation of the honour of God is involved
in the forgiveness of truly penitent sinners, and the acceptance of poor
broken-hearted transgressors. "Do not disgrace the Throne of Thy
glory." What is the Throne of His glory ~ I answer, The Throne
of His grace. "Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of grace."
Grace is the glory of God in the whole scheme of salvation from the
first to the last. Grace sparkles everywhere throughout the Gospel
theme. Grace laid the foundation-stone, grace has gone on to lay all
the saved stones, stone upon stone, the unsearchable riches of grace-the foundation of all, grace, grace unto the topmost stone when the
Lord shall have perfected all His counsel and good pleasure in the
salvation of His elect Church. It were a disgrace implied to the Throne
of God's grace were He to reject a sinner whom He had made suitable,
a sinner whom He had made characteristic of His salvation. Ah, it
is that surely to which dear Hart alluded in his hymn, when he said,
"A sinner is a sacred thing, the Holy Ghost hath made him so," that
is, a sinner under conviction of sin, a burdened sinner, a heart-broken
sinner, confessing freely his sin, a sinner suing for forgiveness through
the alone blood of the Lamb, pleading the perfect righteousness of
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Christ, and the promises all of which are Yea and Amen in Christ. It
were, I repeat it and I speak it with all reverence in the presence of such
a passage as this, a disgrace eternal to the Throne of God's glory, which
is the Throne of His grace, if He were to cast out one sinner whom He
had drawn thither-" All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me ;
and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." "Disgrace
not," then, " the Throne of Thy glory" but accept the chief of sinners
for Thy great Name's sake.
Lastly. Now faith finds foothold on the topmost step: "Remember,
break not Thy Covenant with us "-" remember." In the morning,
when our subject was that wondrous token of the Covenant made
between God and the earth that the world should not, God told us, be
drowned in a judgment of His a second time, we referred to that token
of the Covenant, the bow, without an arrow pointing upwards, God's
own bow, My bow-" I do set My bow in the cloud," " and I will look
upon it," " and I will remember My Covenant." And I suggested in
passing what a blessed exercise of soul it is that if we see the rainbow
and gaze upon its beauties we remember that God's eye is singularly
located upon that object also. Then it is that the child of God is in
fellowship with God, and sees eye to eye with God; and we then passed
on to say this blessed Book is the token of a better Covenant, and
when faith draws nigh to gaze upon the precious truths contained in
this Word faith has the happy confidence of knowing that God's eyes
are upon that Truth as written. Thine eyes are upon the bow. Are
not Thine eyes upon the token of the Covenant, are not Thine eyes
upon the Book ~ And so there and then we find fellowship of thought
with Him, and we see eye to eye with the God of the Word. And thus
it is in the case of the believer in our text. "Remember that Covenant
which Thou hast made for us with Christ and with us in Christ.
Remember, consider, realize, bring to pass, and do not in the slightest
thing, Lord, even seem to break that Covenant." Oh, what an assurance
has even little faith, being gracious faith, in this matter. He cannot
break His Covenant or alter the thing which has gone from His lips.
Take that, dear seeking souls, whether you are coming to Christ for the
first time or whether you are coming again and yet again, for the Lord's
accepted people are always a coming people. "To Whom coming as
unto a Living Stone" refers to the believer's habit of soul and not to
the mere first act in his Christian experience. "To Whom coming."
Now I say whether you are one of the number of those who are just
coming for your forgiveness at first, or coming and coming again for
the renewal of His former mercies, here is your best foothold and here
is your rock for your foot to rest upon; plead it: "Remember, 0 Lord,
Thou faithful God, break not Thy Covenant," nor seem to break it, for
there are times when the Lord by His delays seems to forget His
Covenant, there are times when the poor child of God pleads with all
the energy of soul the promises on which he has been led to hope,
yet the heavens remain as brass, there is no sound, no voice, no Divine
performing, God seems to be forgetting His Covenant. He only seems
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to be forgetting it. He cannot forget, His Covenant is dear to His heart.
His Covenant is sure with His dear Son Whom He loves. Oh, how He
loves Jesus, and by the love the Father bears to Jesus will He remember
the Covenant of which Christ is the Surety. Oh, how He will see to it
that not a jot or a tittle of it is violated, all must come to pass. So
that it is only a seeming forgetfulness on the Lord's part when He does
not forthwith appear for us to work wonders on our behalf in response
to our broken petitions and appeals to His pity. But hold on, as the
Syro-Phrenician woman did, though your prayers get shorter the
Holy Ghost may yet energize them increasingly, and in the end the
Lord will find much pleasure in the work of His Own Hands, and
commend the work of His Own grace in your souls with, " Oh, sinner,
great is thy faith."

SERMONETTE.
THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD JESUS TO THE
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES, AND THEIR
TESTIMONY TO HIM.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

" They are they which testify of Me."-JoHN v. 39.
WE read (Matt. iv.) that after the Lord's baptism He was" Led
up of the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil." The
weapon which He used against the adversary was" The sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of God." Thrice Jesus said, "It is
written," and quoted from the book of Deuteronomy, and defeated
Satan. At the beginning of His ministry, the Lord Jesus, "Came
to Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and as His custom was,
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to
read." The portion of Scripture which He read was Isaiah lxi. 1, and
part of verse 2, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because
He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor, etc.," and after
He had read, " He began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture
fulfilled in your ears." The Scripture read is one of the Messianic prophecies, and thus Jesus announced Himself as the promised Messiah,
Christ, the anointed One, the names Messiah and Christ signifying
"anointed" (see Luke iv.14-21). On a subsequent occasion, He proved
to the Jews that He had been sent by the Father. (1) From the testimony
of John the Baptist, the predicted forerunner of the.Messiah, according to
Isaiah xl. 3, " The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for
our God" (see Luke iii. 2-6). Next, He referred to the works which
the Father had given Him to finish, even those miracles which it was
foretold the Messiah should perform (Isa. xxxv. 5, 6; lxi. 1). (3) The
Holy Scriptures, the testimony of the Father, saying, "Search the
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are

120

The Gospel Magazine

they which testify of Me." The Jews professed to value the Scriptures,
but rejected Him to Whom they bore witness, leading the Lord to
say, " And ye will not come to Me that ye might have life" (see John
v. 31-40).
To deny the infallibility of the Old Testament Scriptures, is to deny
the infallibility of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who, when the Jews were
about to stone Him, because they considered that He blasphemed
when He declared: "I and My Father are One," making Himself
God, as they said; cited from Psalm lxxxii., and then added the
significant words, "And the Scripture cannot be broken" (John x.
30-39).
It is very interesting to notice that no less than six times the Lord
Jesus asked the question, " Have ye not read?" referring to portions
of Holy Scripture in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 1 Samuel
and the Psalms.
Nor did the Lord's testimony to the Old Testament Scriptures
cease after His resurrection, for, to the two perplexed disciples going
to Emmaus, He said, " Ought not Christ to have suffered these things,
and to enter into His glory? And beginning at Moses, and all the
prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning Himself," and subsequently to the eleven apostles, together
with the aforenamed two disciples, He said: "These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the Psalms, concerning Me " (Luke xxiv. verses 26, 27, 44).

GEORGE MULLER AND FAITH IN GOD.
WHEN the Lord took from me a beloved infant, my soul was at
peace, perfectly at peace; I could only weep tears of joy when I did
weep. And why? Because my soul laid hold in faith on that word:
" Of such is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. xix. 14). Believing, therefore, as I did, upon the ground of this word, my soul rejoiced, instead
of mourning, that my infant was far happier with the Lord than with
me.
Further, when sometimes all has been dark, exceedingly dark,
with reference to my service among the saints, judging from natural
appearances; yea, when I should have been overwhelmed indeed
in grief and despair, had I looked at things after the outward appearance :' at such times I have sought to encourage myself in God, by
laying hold in faith on His mighty power, His unchangeable love,
and His infinite wisdom, and I have said to myself: God is able and
willing to deliver me, if it be good for me; for it is written: "He
that spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things?" (Rom. viii. 32).(Autobiography. of George Muller, pp. 173, 174).
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BREAD CORN BRUISED.
GIDEON "threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the
Midianites" (Judges vi. ll). The Midianites were mightily oppressing
Israel; the judgment of God was on His people for their wickedness,
and the evil they had done in the sight of the Lord. It is said in
the second verse of the chapter that " the hand of Midian prevailed
against Israel." Hence Israel made themselves dens, caves, and
strongholds to take refuge in; all their substance was taken from
them, neither sheep, ox, nor ass, was left them, and at last they cried
to the Lord. Yet some mercy remained to them; there was some
wheat still to be threshed, and Gideon threshed it by the winepress
to hide it from the marauders. As he threshed in all his disconsolations, the angel of the Lord came with messages from the God of
peace, that the cry of the oppressed was heard; the days of the
Midianitish oppression were numbered, and by the hand of Gideon
himself they were to be defeated. It did not matter that Gideon
was weakness itself. The angel of the Lord accepted his offering,
fire came out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened
cakes, and on the rock in the ordered place, Gideon built an altar
and sacrificed. What a joy it must have or ought to have been to
them, when the next year they might thresh in peace, none making
them afraid, as it was in our own dear country when the Word of
God was chained in public places; when, after long hiding, it was
no more the prey of the destroyer. How many of our forefathers
have known what it is to thresh out their wheat at the winepress of
persecution and affliction. But deliverance has come from above,
their cry has entered into the ears of a mighty Saviour, and the enemy
has no more oppressed.
Gideon's wheat was threshed, but the next year, God knows how,
there was still wheat as it were risen from the dead, and the year
after the same, and centuries after the grains were still cast into the
ground to spring up and yield seed for the sower and bread for the
eater, and one day "Oman was threshing wheat." Plague was
destroying on all hands, for again the judgment of God was on the
land and seventy thousand perished. But the mercy that had visited
Gideon was more imperishable even than the grain which no summer
heat nor winter frost has yet exterminated from the earth. The
angel of the Lord came and stood by the threshing floor of Oman
the Jebusite, and delivered his messages of comfort, of forgiveness,
of help, of restoration, and of greater things, and David built an altar
there and worshipped. The same fire that consumed the offering in
Abiezer consumed the peace offering on Mount Moriah, and David
said, " this is the house of the Lord God," and saw in the knowledge
and assurance that the Lord gave him the temple, which Solomon
built, rise in all its glory on that spot.
These sweet things are given us for our learning, and how many
meanings and applications they may have is known to Him, Who
spans the heavens with the rainbow, and Who in the Day of Pentecost

122

The Gospel Magazine

let every man hear the words of life in his own language. We may
be oppressed, as were the Israelites in Gideon's days; and" are we
better than they 1 no, in no wise"; but there is some wheat to be
threshed, and one day, at the bidding of God, when a promise or
a persuasion, or a lifting of the load, or a sense of confidence in Him,
comes as a messenger from His own holy place, the enemy will be
forbidden further exactions, the son of wickedness will cease his
oppression. Jeremiah found the word of life to be the joy and rejoicing
of his heart. That is the word that lives and abides for ever. It is
multiplied in spite of all oppression and is still to be multiplied. The
Comforter knows all the secret winepresses of sorrow and conflict,
where His people thresh out their wheat, and where it is hidden from
the Midianites. '¥hat the Lord has done for His people in days gone
by, in direction, in correction, in deliverance, is thought over and
pondered. What He has said in precept, reproof, love, and comfort,
and how it bears on all their conditions whether of sin, of suffering,
or of involvements-all is beaten out by sanctified afllictions. At the
end, as with Gideon, as with Oman, there will be a sacrifice, one of
praise and thanksgiving, and the love of God, that fire which burns
for the poor and the perishing, will warm the heart and lighten the eyes.
FOLLOWER-ON.
REMARKS ON A HYMN OF JOHN NEWTON'S.
OUR readers will recall that in our February issue (p. 72) we printed
a hymn of John Newton's. The hymn had appeared in leaflet form,
and had been sent to us by an esteemed reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. We stated that we had been unable to find the hymn
in John Newton's works. Since then, however, we have learned from
several kind correspondents that the first verse of the hymn had
been omitted from the leaflet, and this fact accounted for our failure
to discover the hymn, either in Newton's Works, or in a volume of
the Olney Hymns.
In Newton's Works the hymn is headed "Fast-Day Hymns,
Hymn lxv., Confession and Prayer, Dec. 13, 1776." The omitted
verse is as follows :" Oh! may the power which melts the rock,
Be felt by all assembled here!
Or else our service will but mock
The God Whom we profess to fea.r 1"
As the hymn was evidently designed to be sung at a meeting on a
Fast-Day, this first verse was omitted on the leaflet. Two corrections
need to be made in the hymn as printed in our February issue. The
line of what is properly the fourth verse which reads,
"That God has made His cause our own,"
should read,
",That God has made our CaUse His Own."
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Then in the last verse, " nations" should read" nation," showing the
reference to be to our own nation.
We would now make a few remarks about the hymn and the occasion of its use.
1. In former times it was evidently much more common than it is
now for national fast-days or days of humiliation to be appointed by
authority. It would appear that in those times it was acknowledged
that Divine judgments on a nation, such as war, pestilence, famine or
drought, were due to national sin. Now-a-days there is a sad lack of
a consciousness of national or even of personal sins. Hence the call
for humiliation before God is not largely felt. John Newton, no doubt,
voiced the feelings of many of God's people in his day when he wrote,
.. Lord, while Thy judgments shake the land,
Thy people's eyes are fixed on Thee 1
We own Thy just uplifted band,
'Vhich thousands cannot, will not see."
2. The date of this hymn suggests another remark. It is dated
Dec. 13th, 1776. The date of the beginning of the Evangelical
Revival is said to be 1738. (Overton's Evangelical Revival, p. 21.)
During that period great blessing attended the preaching of the
Gospel. Whitefield had been dead six years when this hymn of
Newton's was composed. Yet, notwithstanding all the blessing which
had attended the preaching of the Gospel, the nation as a whole was
still unaffected. Hence Newton wrote,
" His grace despiRed, His power defied,
And legions of the blwekest crimes,
Profaneness, riot, lust and pride,
Are signs that mark the present times.
The Lord, displeased, has raised His rod;
Ah, where are now the faithful few
Who tremble for the Ark of God,
And know what Israel ought to do?"
Evidently, then, even in the - glowing times of the Evangelical
Revival, only a remnant had been saved, " according to the election
of grace." That, no doubt, IS true of all revivals. If we realize this
fact, and also that God is visiting the nations only "to take out of
them a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14), we shall not be surprised
at the comparatively meagre results which follow the preaching of the
Gospel in our own time. This should not prevent our imitating the
apostles in their ardent zeal, and imitating such men as Whitefield in
preaching to the masses, but it should prevent disappointment.
3. A third remark comes to our mind. The very year (1776) in
which this hymn of Newton's was sung was the,year in which Toplady's
hymn, " Rock of Ages" appeared in this magHine. May we in these
solemn days realize our personal and national sins, and humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God.
9
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"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE "-ITS PAST.
THE LATE EDITOR, THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
(Reprinted from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Volume for 1896, pp. 754-758.)

By

THIS venerable Publication is associated with a remarkable record.
Established in 1766, its title is representative of the oldest surviving
Magazine published in England. The exact circumstances which led
up to its first seeing the light are not at our command. The following facts, however, for the collection of many of which we are indebted
to a beloved brother in Christ and reader of the MAGAZINE, who prefers
to be known by the honourable nom de plume of " JABEz," will go
far to reply to the inquir~es of such as take an interest in the cause
of God's pure truth, and desire to maintain it in its integrity. Inserted in the present number, our readers wiU find a facsimile of the
Preface, which the founders of the MAGAZINE published in their
first monthly issue, namely, that for January, 1766. From that
document it wiU be seen that the declared aim of the originator
was to set forth uncompromisingly the Gospel of the free grace of
God, both from a doctrinal and an experimental point of view. In
the prosecution of this sacred design, the pages of our monthly Publication, extending over the above-named prolonged period, comprise
one of the most complete repertories of sound Evangelical theology
to be found in English literature. A succession of Editors and Contributors-with one short break-in entire sympathy with the Biblical
convictions entertained by the projectors of this Christian Periodical,
has been providentiaUy maintained, and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of
to-day stands, by a hair-breadth, in the same doctrinal position a
that of its venerable ancestor, in the year 1766. It is, no doubt, this
remarkable character for religious consistency which specially
recommends the organ in those Christian circles where the distinctive
truths of the Everlasting Covenant are loved, and the " old paths"
are graciously followed.
It appears to be fairly certain that the first editor was a Mr. JOHN
GURNEY, of Walworth, concerning whom, however, but few particulars
can be gathered. His father"was Mr. THOMAS GURNEY, of Woburn,
Beds, a shorthand writer and teacher, who also carried on business as
a clockmaker in Bennet Street, Blackfriars. His mother was Martha,
daughter of THOMAS MARSOM, of Luton, who was several times
imprisoned for attending unlawful religious "conventicles," and on
one occasion with his friend, JOHN BUNYAN, in Bedford jail. Mr. JOHN
GURNEY, our premier Editor, was also a writer of shorthand, living
at Walworth, and for many years he attended the faithful ministry of
Mr. BENJAMIN WALLIN, at Maze Pond Chapel, Southwark. He died
in 1815. Our helpful correspondent, " JABEZ," writes to us :-" I have
before me a letter written by him shortly before he died which is worth
reproducing. Mr. GURNEY says :-'Having heard that some persons
doubt the authenticity of a smaU publication entitled, A Relation of
the Imprisonment of Mr. John Bunyan, printed in the year 1765, I beg
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leave to state the following circumstances respecting its publication.
I accompanied my late honoured father in his annual visit to bis relations and friends in Bedfordshire, in the summer of 1765. When at
Bedford, my fat,her was informed that a granddaughter of Mr. JOHN
BUNYAN had a manuscript of her grandfather's for which she wished
to find a purchaser. She was aged and infirm. My father and I went
to her lodging, and she delivered the manuscript to my father in my
presence, requesting him to sell it. The manuscript was in Mr. BUNYAN'S
handwriting. The copy was very fair, and it was sewed up in a little
book. When my father returned to London be offered it to several
booksellers; but the late Mr. BUCKLAND was the only person who was
willing to purchase it. He gave five guineas for it, which the poor
woman joyfully accepted, and Mr. BUCKLAND immediately printed it.'''
Mr. J. GURNEY was the author of a theological volume, the title of
which, however, is not at hand, which was published after he ceased
to edit the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Our MAGAZINE was continued regularly until 1774, when Mr.
WILLIAM MASON, of Rotherhithe, Surrey, became Editor. For some
reason, not now obvious, he renumbered the Publication, calling his
own first volume No.!', a fact which has led to some !nisunderstanding regarding the date of the origin of the work. Mr. MASON
was a private Cbristian, engaged in business, and well taught in the
things of God. He attended the historic" Tabernacle" in Moorfields,
and was personally acquainted with Mr. GEORGE WHITEFIELD, and
other faithful preachers of the Gospel of Grace-a line of conduct
which brought him a fair share of persecution. His Spiritual Treasury
is too well known to need comment. The Believer's Pocket Oompanion, and The Ohristian Oommunicant are also the fruit of his ready
pen, the latter work bearing a preface written for it by his attached
friend, the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE. The editorship of the GOSPEL
MaGAZINE was conducted by him both before and after the immortal
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY undertook its charge. It was in our pages that
there first appeared his now well-known and justly-prized Notes on
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, besides many other valuable contributions. He retired from business, and became an active magistrate
in 1783, in the Borough of Southwark. He fell asleep in the Lord on
September 29th, 1791. Much interesting biographical matter concerning him !night be here inserted, but space does not pennit.
The Rev. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, whose impaired health
had led bis medical adviser to urge his leaving Devonshire and residing in London, came to the metropolis in the year 1775, when he was
requested to undertake the Editorship of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It
may interest our readers if we here quote a passage from the" Memoirs
of the Rev. Augustus Montague Toplady, A.B.," prefixed to his collected
works, and published 1792. It runs :-" In the beginning of the year
1774, a religious pamphlet was printed, called THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE;
being a new series of a former work under that name, which was continued statedly. The utility of such a periodical publication must be
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obvious, for the contents, when executed with discernment, will be
various, interesting, instructive, and entertaining, and may be easily
purchased by those who have scarcely means to procure a number of
books. The above journal was carried on with reputable distinction
for a few years. From December, 1775, to June, 1776, Mr. TOPLADY
was the Editor, which enhanced the sale considerably; some of the
anonymous parts he composed therein shine conspicuous. He often
appeared under the modest character of 'Minimus.' Sometimes he
adopted the descriptive signature of 'Concionator,' and a few papers
with the initials of his own name. With the assistance of ingenious
and learned correspondents, he continued for a time to enrich and
diversify this monthly entertainment for the public." The delicate
condition of the beloved Editor's health obliged his giving up this
important branch of his literary work, though, in the short period of
his management of the Magazine he effectually and permanently
stamped upon it a character which it retains to this day, one which
may be tersely summarized in the words of Holy Writ, " Speaking
the Truth in love" (Ephes. iii. 15). Many of the precious Gospel
hymns which owe their origin to the gracious and gifted pen of dear
TOPLADY appeared first in our pages, notably that imperishable
composition which has ministered Divine consolation alike in the
palace and the cottage, ",Rock of Ages, cleft for me." In the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1776 that hymn first saw the light, although it is evident
the author penned the immortal lines some time antecedently, for we
find two quotations from it introduced by him in a " Reflection" on
Genesis xii. 5, entitled, Itife a Journey, which was published in the
Magazine during the previous year. "Rock of Ages," signed "A.T.,"
was printed in the March number in 1776, and was headed, A Living
and Dying Prayer for the Holiest Believer in the World. The late
PRINCE CONSORT greatly loved this hymn, and called for it on his
dying bed, while Mr. GLADSTONE, who has rendered it in elegant
Latin verse, has expressed-from a poetical point of view-the highest
admiration for it. Into how many of earth's living tongues those Spiritbreathed lines have been traI!slated is an interesting inquiry, which,
perhaps, some of our literary readers will find pleasure in answering. Will they also kindly send us any well-authenticated facts going
to illustrate the honour God has put on the fruit of dear TOPLADY'S
sanctified poetic genius 1 A deeply interesting volume, we are sure,
might easily be written, recording hundreds of instances in which
that GOSPEL MAGAZINE hymn has been made the medium of ministering peace, hope, and joy to the souls of God's elect. Had we time at
command, such a work of love should not lack a workman to undertake it. May God, therefore, stir up some true and faithful senr.ant
of His own to supply our lack of service.
Mr. TOPLADY was succeeded in the Editorship of our pages by the
Rev. ERASMUS MIDDLETON, whose father bore the same Christian
name. He was born at Horncastle, Lincolnshire, in 1739. After
reading for some time with the Rev. JOSEPH TOWNSEND, at Pewsey,
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Wilts., he, in 1767, entered Edmund Hall, Oxford. Whilst in residence there, it appears that he was in the habit of meeting Dr.
SHILLINGFLEET (then Fellow of Merton College, a well-known writer,
and a cherished friend of a good LADY HUNTINGDON'S) at Mrs.
DURBRIDGE'S, where the Doctor, after expounding the Scriptures,
and offering prayer, would invite the students to do likewise. Those
who took part in these gatherings were branded as enthusiasts, who
talked of inspiration, regeneration, and drawing nigh to God, and
who sang hymns in private houses! Dr. DURELL, the ViceChancellor of the University, did not scruple to expel Mr. MIDDLEToN
on this charge, along with five other undergraduates, notwithstanding the friendly intervention in their behalf of Mr. GEORGE
WHITEFIELD, Mr. MAGOWAN, and SIR RICHARD HILL. On this event
occurring, in 1768, Mr. MIDDLETON proceeded to Cambridge, where
he was supported by "FuLLER," the banker, a Nonconformist, at
King's College. His ordination took place in Ireland, the BISHOP
of DOWN having accepted him as a candidate for the ministry. He
married a daughter of SIR GILBERT GRIERSON, Bart., of Lagg, Dumfries, and for some time ministered at Dalkeith. In 1775 he was
appointed Lecturer at St. Benet's, Gracechurch Street, London, after
he had held a similar post at St. Helen's, Bishopsgate. In 1783 he
became Chaplain to the COUNTESS of CRAUFORD and LINDSAY. Soon
after this the degree of B.D., Cambridge, was conferred on him,
probably by his having become what was known as " a ten-year man."
In 1784 he accepted the Curacy of St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, under
the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE, and subsequently he became Curate to
the Hon. and Rev. W. B. CADOGAN, at St. Luke's, Chelsea. With the
Evangelical Rector of Chelsea he remained until that gentleman's
death, when he was appointed Assistant Minister at St. Margaret's,
Westminster, with the Rev. JOHN DAVIS. Here he remained six
years, and here he lost his wife, in 1802. Two years later Mr.
MIDDLETON was presented to the Rectory of Turvey, Beds., by
Miss SARAH FULLER, and here he died, and was buried in 1805. He
left two daughters (writes the Rev. G. F. W. MUNBY, the present
courteous Rector of Turvey), one of whom, Elizabeth, married
Mr. HULL, of Olney, and the other, Margaret, died, unmarried, and
was buried at Olney, in 1856. It was during Mr. MIDDLEToN's
tenure of the London Lectureship that he conducted the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. He was a man of deep piety, and his pulpit discourses
were evidently exceptionally powerful and truthful. In the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for February, 1776, is found the review of a funeral sermon
preached by him at St. Benet's, entitled, "Grace Triumphant." This
review bears TOPLADY'S favourite signature, "MINIMUS," and it
speaks of Mr. MIDDLEToN's gifts, soundness, and humility in the
highest terms, and of his pulpit style as "masterly and Evangelical."
The preacher was then a young man, and TOPLADY says, "From
the tenor of his admirable sermon, the public are authorized to expect
very great things trom the pen of so devout, so judicious, and so

128

The Gospel Magazine

masterly a writer as Mr. MIDDLETON. Blessed be God for such able
and faithful labourers! And thanks to free grace, that not only
the lives of the people who are continually converted under their
ministry, but their deaths also reflect honour and lustre on that
glorious Gospel which is, in deed and in truth, the power of God unto
salvation."
Mr. MIDDLETON'S portrait appeared in the February GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for 1778. He brought out his invaluable Biographia
Evangelica-an account of eminent authors and ministers-in four
volumes, in 1779.
During the first eighteen years of the issue of our MAGAZINE, that
is, down to 1783, the following worthies enriched its pages by their
contributions :-The Rev. JOHN NEWTON, as "Omicron," twentysix letters; as" Vig·il," fifteen papers-afterwards forming a mo t
valuable permanent volume; the Rev. JOHN BERRIDGE, as "Old
Everton"; the Rev. AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, under the signatures of
" Minimus" and" Concionator," as already intimated; Mr. JOHN
RYLAND, as "Elachistoteros",o Mr. WILLIAM MASON, as "W.M.,
Rotherhithe",o Mr. JOEL ABRAHAM KNIGHT, of the Tabernacle, Moorfields, as "J. If. K.",o with LADY HUNTINGDON, the Rev. HENRY
VENN, the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE, Mr. SAMUEL MEDLEY, and a
goodly cloud of other ready writers in the cause of God and truth
too numerous to be particularized. During the period that the is ue
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was suspended, the Spiritual Magazine
nominally took its place-until 1796-when Mr. WALTER Row, a
personal friend of Mr. TOPLADY'S, to whom his executors entrusted
many of his manuscripts and the publishing of his works, revived
our Publication, and continued to edit it, supported and aided by
the literary contributions of the Rev. Dr. HAWKER, Mr. SAMUEL EYLES
PIERCE, Rev. RICHARD HALE, Rev. WATTS WILKINSON and others,
until 1838, when he rested from his labours. The MAGAZINE maintained its original truthful character throughout the remarkably long
editorship of Mr. Row. For a short time it passed into the hands of
the Rev. BAGNALL BAKER, and in June, 1840, when our much loved
and venerated brother and 'friend, the late Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY,
acquired it, and for fifty·three years edited its pages to the great
edification and comfort of God's scattered people. Our readers need
no co=ents of ours on the depth of spiritual' affection which grew
up and to the last continued, between themselves and dear Dr.
DOUDNEY through the medium of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Nor can
they ever abate their tender love for the memory of the deeply taught
writer of the" Wayside Notes "-the late Mr. COWELL-who edited
the MAGAZINE from the date of Dr. DOUDNEY'S death until the close
of 1894, when, having kept the faith, he too finished his course, and
exchanged the pen for the palm, and the" wayside" for the palace
of the King. Blessed men of God! what a record of Christian stewardship have they left behind them! The imperishable truths, for which
they jealously contended, shine out as brightly from the pages of
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their time-honoured writings as on the far-off days when they registered them. And sure we are that, could they now visit us in person,
they would bid us stand fast, contend earnestly for the Covenant
doctrines of the Gospel, and, through grace, prove faithful unto death.
And shall we not, beloved friends? A precious inheritance has
come down to us in the GOSPE¥ MAGAZINE from the hands of a noble
spiritual ancestry, and with it corresponding responsibilities.

"THE TIMES" AND "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
IN our issue of February (p. 75) we drew attention to a statement
which appeared in the Anniversary Number of The Times in an article
on "The Religious Press." The writer waf> under the impression
that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE had died in 1784. In a brief letter to
The Times we pointed out that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was still being
published monthly. A paragraph to this effect appeared in The Times
of Jan. 3rd. Subsequently the writer of the article on " The Religious
Press" sent us a copy of a letter which he had sent to The Times in
reference to the history of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. This, he said,
gave the facts as far as he could discover them, and he said he would
be interested if I could give him any_ more details. I referred him to
Dr. Doudney's articles on the history of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which
appeared in the Volume for 1865, p. 540, and the Volume for 1866, p. l.
I also drew his attention to Thomas Wright's [Afe of Toplady, pp. 185193, especially to the note at the foot of page 193.
Mr. Hubert W. Peet, the writer of the article on "The Religious
Press," informed us that he hoped to write a longer article on " The
Religious Press," and he hoped then to make use of any further
material he might collect. The following is the letter which appeared
in The Times of Jan. 9th :THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE"
To the Editor of " The Times"
Sir,-The letter in your Ecclesiastical Notes on Jan. 3rd of the
Rev. Thomas Houghton regarding the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which was
started in 1766, would seem to indicate that it had appeared regularly
since that date. According to the British Museum Catalogue, which
I consulted in writing the article on " The Religious Press" in your
Anniversary Number, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE ran from 1766 to 1773
with the sub-title" or Spiritual Library." From 1774 to 1783, with
the Rev. A. M. Toplady as editor, its sub-title was" A Treasury of
Divine Knowledge." It appeared in the following year as the GOSPEl.
MAGAZINE, now enlarged and improved ... "by a Friend of the Gospel."
The British Museum has copies for 1783 and January, 1784, "after
which it was merged in the Spiritual Magazine," states the Catalogue.
It would appear that the Spirittl,al Magazine must be the New Spiritual
Magazine, of which the Museum has no record after 1785.
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The file of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE which I found on calling at the
publishing office of the periodical in London is incomplete between
1783 and 1796. The title-page of the volume for the last-named year
.runs the GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND THEOLOGICAL REVIEW.
It therefore appears that the paper must have been in abeyance for
twelve or thirteen years, and it cannot justly claim a continuous existence, like the Arminian-later the Methodist Magazine.
Yours, &c.,
HUBERT W. PEET.
25, Reddons Road, Beckenham, Kent,
January 4th.
Mr. Peet's statement that Toplady was Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE from 1774 to 1783 seems to be a mistake. His editorship
seems to have lasted only" from December, 1775, to June, 1776."
(See Thomas Wright's Life of Toplady, already referred to.)
Our attention has now been kindly called, by Miss L. Ormiston,
of Bristol, to a very valuable article by her late highly esteemed father
(the Rev. James Ormiston), which he wrote when he himself was Editor
of this Magazine. It appears in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Volume for
1896, pp. 754-758.
This article contains much valuable and interesting information about
the history of our Magazine. We therefore reprint it on separate pages
in this issue. We have suggested to Mr. W. Hubert Peet that he
should read this article ere he writes his longer article on " The Religiou
Press." The Anniversary Number of The Times is to be published in
book form, and we presume Mr. Peet's longer article will appear in
it. It is still true that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE began in the year 1766,
and that it is therefore the oldest English religious magazine. We
need to thank God that He has kept it alive all these years, and we
need to do what we can to keep it alive still, by prayer, financial help,
and by every right effort to secure a larger circulation. May the Lord
Himself smile on this effort to disseminate His truth.

TWENTY POUNDS A YEAR FOR CIGARS.
(From" Autobiography of George Miiller," p. 309.)
" APRIL 22nd, 1867. From Liverpool £20, with the following letter:
'My dear 'Sir, I enclose you Bank Draft for £20, say £10 for the
Building Fund, £5 for the support of Orphans, and £5 for your own
personal expenses. Not having smoked for twelve months, this is
the amount I would have spent otherwise in cigars. Wishing you
every success, Truly yours - - '
" This donation not only shows in what a variety of ways the Lord
is pleased to supply me with means for His work, but also, how much
money may be saved by giving up needless and injurious habits."
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PRIDE AND VAINGLORY.
EVELYN HowARD was the only child of rich parents. She was a very
charming little maiden with rosy cheeks and a quantity of light brown,
silky hair, and she was dearly loved by her father and mother. In
fact, she reigned like a little queen in the house, where aunt, parents,
and servants were all her devoted and loyal subjects.
After living for some years in a beautiful country house on the banks
of a river, the family moved into the town where Frances Clayton
lived, and they began to attend the church where her father ministered. Thus for some years, Evelyn and the Clayton children saw a
good deal of each other. At Christmas they were all invited to spend
the evening at Evelyn's house, and she, like a little fairy, dispensed
presents from a lovely Christmas tree. Then from time to time,
Evelyn took tea in the shabby parsonage, joining eagerly in games in
the garden afterwards. Evelyn was not much older than Frances,
and the two little girls were attracted to one another. Evelyn was
very kind, if a little patronizing, to her friend, and was very fond of
giving her presents; whilst Frances looked up to Evelyn, and thought
her wonderful. The friendship soon became a disturbing influence in
her life; Evelyn had a way of petting her and saying flattering things,
which was quite new to the little girl. She would stroke her hair,
and admire its colour, and she would tell Frances that she had a pretty
face, and ask her why her family did not tell her so. She even professed to admire the way Frances played the piano. Now Frances
was not really deceived by such talk; in her heart of hearts she was
well aware that she had no good looks to speak of, especially beside
Evelyn's vivid beauty; and she knew quite well that whereas she
could only strum little airs on the piano, Evelyn's pieces were quite
grown-up, and she played them brilliantly. Yet, would you believe
it? Frances liked Evelyn to say these things, and she even began to
wonder if all she had been taught about beauty and riches were true.
For you see Mr. and Mrs. Clayton taught their children from the
Bible; and there we learn that God looks on our hearts rather than
our faces, and a pretty face may only hide a heart that is evil and full
of sin. For that is what all our hearts are, if they are not cleansed
in the blood of the Saviour, Jesus Christ. And as for riches, when
Frances thought longingly of all Evelyn's clothes and playthings and
the lovely things she had to eat, she was as slow as the disciples were
to believe the words of the Lord when He said how hard it was for
rich men to enter the kingdom of heaven.
One day Frances was invited to go to the Howards' house in thc
middle of the morning, and spend the whole day with Evelyn. As the
invitation was being given by Mrs. Howard to Mrs. Clayton, Evelyn
pulled Frances aside, and whispered, " And be sure to wear your pink
frock-that's what you look nicest in!" Now the pink frock was
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just an everyday cotton one, and Mrs. Clayton seemed surprised that
Frances should ask to wear that one instead of her best white frock;
and I expect she was pleased that Frances should seem to care so little
about clothes. But really the little girl's head was full of vanity and
foolish thoughts, and when the pink dress was on, she slipped into her
mother's room and gazed at herself in the glass, feeling that she must
really be worth looking at if Evelyn said so !
As they grew older, the children did not meet so often, and Frances
grew more alive to the danger of Evelyn's flatteries, so that she almost
dreaded to be alone with her. I am sure Evelyn meant no harm;
her own good looks and good deeds were constantly praised at home,
and as she enjoyed hearing these things, she was trying to be kind to
Frances in saying the same sort of things to her. She did not realize
that she was teaching her friend to be vain and conceited, and envious
of Evelyn's possessio'ns.
It was a great shock to everyone to hear of Evelyn's sudden death,
while still young, and Frances was deeply impressed. Her sorrowful
thoughts were very serious ones: how suddenly her friend had been
taken. "Should I be ready, if I died like that 1" thought Frances.
Not all the beauty or riches in the world could fit her for the
presence of God. She felt how worthless these things are, and longed
that God would have mercy upon her, and clothe her with the spotless robe of Christ's righteousness, so that she might he fit to Rtand
before the Almighty. "Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon
DAMARIS.
us "-that is, the beauty that is worth having.

eOtttsponlJmCf.
"GOLDEN TREASURE": A WARM TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,
I have been reading a copy of Golden Treasure, by the late 1\1rs.
Houghton.
I have read this publication with extreme pleasure and profit, for
the following reasons. In these days when Arminianism holds the
field, at least to all outward view, it is a very rare thing to get hold
of a book which is free from appeals to freewill and to emotional and
sentimental flesh. This book is a bright exception. It is equally
difficult to obtain books which put the Bible in the place it should
occupy; this book exalts the Scriptures.
It is also too commonly imagined that the doctrines, so called
Calvinistic, which after all are Scriptural, are harsh, unloving, and
cannot be so presented as to be acceptable. This book is a glowing
witness against such assertions. That every essential point of the
doctrines of grace is incorporated constantly in its pages one is most
delighted to testify to, yet in such a loving way that children can be
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led to read this book profitably and to learn and love the doctrines of
Free Grace.
I have been connected with the teaching of children for the last
thirty years, and I claim to know what I say, when I declare that I
could most heartily recommend this book as a very sane, good, and
profitable book to form the basis of Sunday School teaching, so different from what is generally taught in the majority of Sunday Schools
to-day. I shall make a point of recommending this work to as many
workers as I possibly can.
I shall be delighted also to become a subscriber to the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE as from January, 1935. Would you please enroll my name,
forward me the January number, together with the amount of the
yearly subscription, when I shall forward it at once.
You may be interested to note that besides being headmaster of
the above school I have been called to the Pastorate of a little assemblY
meeting in a Mission Hall built on my own property, where the do~
trines of Grace, such as we stand for, are expounded with great
encouragement. I believe this is the only place where they are
systematically taught in these Islands. We receive in our pulpit
anyone who is a lover of Sovereign Grace. Last year we greatly
enjoyed the ministries of our brothers Herman Newmark and Bendor
Samuel.
Should you at any time desire to visit the Channel Islands we
should be glad to welcome you and enjoy your ministry.
The School,
With warmest Christian Greeting,
St. Pierre du Bois, Guernsey,
Yours in Christ,
Jan. 30th, 1935.
WALTER C. BREHAUT.
P.S. You may use this unsolicited testimonial in any way you
please.
A HAPPY PEOPLE.
BEFORE concluding I would like to say a word to those who acknowledge Him as their King and whose greatest happiness would be if
they could in all their thoughts, words and actions honour Him and
give Him the place that the Father has given Him. With what joy
shall they behold Him that day. No terror shall take possession of
their heart but a feeling of joy-arising from the fact that the One
Who is presiding amidst all the solemnities of this Day is none other
than the One Who so loved them that He died for them. The Judge
is their Friend, and when their sins are sought for they shall not be
found. They were rebels but He subdued them. They were lost and
He found them and now they are to be with Him forever-their wills
in perfect harmony with His forever. They came into this world the
children of wrath and they are leaving it the heirs of the hope of eternal
glory. Happy people! May we know the Saviour who redeemed them
as our own Saviour and may we have the hope which they had-a good
hope through grace.-Rev. D. Bea.ton.
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liJrotef'tant laeacon.
ROMANISM IN AUSTRALIA.
WE have received from one of our readers a Melbourne newspaper
giving a glowing account of the Roman Catholic Eucharistic Congress,
held in Melbourne in December last. The press account says, " scenes
of enthusiasm and piety were witnessed by 500,000 persons in Melbourne
yesterday when, as a last public demonstration in connection with
the National Eucharistic Congress, the Host was carried through the
principal streets of the city in a procession of 67,000 men and 5,000
Children of Mary.
" Along a route two miles long thousands of people knelt in silent
homage as the Papal Legate (Cardinal MacRory) bore the Host along
under a golden canopy.
" From the balcony of Mount St. Evin's Hospital, where three roads
meet, about 200,000 persons received the final Benediction and li tened to an address of thanksgiving by the Cardinal."
The Church of Rome believes that" the Host" is Christ Himself.
The Host is a consecrated wafer, and yet by the consecration of a
priest, it is regarded as having been changed into the actual body of
Christ Himself, and therefore to be adored. Canon 6 of the Church
of Rome says, "If anyone shall say that Christ, the only begotten
Son of God, is not to be adored in the Holy sacrament of the Eucharist,
even with the open worship of latria, and therefore not to be venerated
with any peculiar festal celebrity, nor to be solemnly carried about in
processions according to the praiseworthy and universal rites and
customs of the Holy Church, and that He is not to be publicly set
before the people to be adored, and that His adorers are idolaters,let him be accursed." (Blakeney's Manual of the Roman Controversy,
p.109.)
When, in 1908, the Eucharistic Congress was held in London, the
_public procession of the Host was illegal, and, as a result of protestant
agitation, was forbidden. Since then the law has been changed, and
what we cannot but regard as the idolatrous adoration of the Host is
now possible in our public thoroughfares.
While we have no personal ill-will towards members of the Roman
Catholic Church, we greatly deplore the serious departures
from Scripture truth which characterize the Church of Rome. It is
sadly evident that the old antagonism to Romish error is dying
out. One illustration of this is the speech made by the Church of
England Archbishop Head reported in the Melbourne paper we have
received. Under the heading" Archbishop Head and Roman Catholics. Closer Christian Union," The Argus of Dec. 10th, gives the
following report:" There have been all sorts of religious celebrations in connection
with the Centenary," said Archbishop Head, addressing the men of
St. Thomas's Church of England, Mount Alexander Road, Moonee
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Ponds, at the annual communion breakfast held in the parish hall
after early communion yesterday morning. "There is the climax to-day
of a great religious celebration of another denomination," added Archbishop Head, " and although we do not agree with the tenets of that
denomination we must all be conscious of the great work which the
Roman Catholics are doing for the cause of God and Jesus Christ.
(Hear, hear.) However we may differ from them in some of the parts
of their creed, and perhaps with some of their methods, I think that
it would be a great mistake if we turned our backs on them altogether
and regarded them as, perhaps was the case of former generations,
with a sense of complete separation. I yield to no man in my profound
belief in the work which has been entrusted to the Church of England,
and I believe that there is no branch of the Christian Church which
has so great an opportunity of winning the world for Christ, especially
in the British Empire, as the Church of England. At the same time,
I cannot altogether feel that every other branch of the Christian
Church is wrong. I profoundly believe that God has given us all
work to do for Him. As far as I can I work for and pray for a closer
Christian union, and I believe that, if we are charitable and friendly
with other denominations, we shall achieve more easily the work
that God has given us to do in our own Church."
The remarks of the Archbishop were warmly applauded by the
large number of men present at the breakfast, over which the vicar
(the Rev. C. H. Raymond) presided.
Reunion with Rome is the goal of the Oxford Movement, and here
we have a Church of England Archbishop, formerly of the city of
Liverpool, where the great protestant Bishop Ryle was the first
Bishop, working and praying for "a closer Christian Union" with
Rome. How different the attitude of Archbishop Cramner towards
the Church of Rome. He wrote, "It pitieth me to see the simple
and hungry flock of Christ led into corrupt pastures, to be carried
blindfold they know not whither, and to be fed with poison in the
stead of wholesome meats.
" And moved by the duty, office, and place, whereunto it hath
pleased God to call me, I give warning in His name unto all that
profess Christ, that they flee far from Babylon, if they will save their
souls, and to beware of that great harlot, that is to say, the pestiferous see of Rome, that she make you not drunk with her pleasant
wine. Trust not her sweet promises, nor banquet with her; for
instead of wine she will give you sour dregs, and for meat she will
feed you with rank poison. But come to our Redeemer and Saviour
Christ, Who refresbeth all that truly come unto Him, be their anguish
and heaviness never so great." (Cranmer on The Lord's Supper,
pp. xxv., xxvi.)
" THE apostles did not reject the doctrines of grace, because a wicked
use was made of them: no more should you or I."-John Berridge.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE New Year's Meetings at the Camberwell and Hornsey Rise Homes
were greatly appreciated. A good number of inmates and friends
partook of tea at the Camberwell Home on Jan. 15th. After tea a
meeting was held over which Mr. R. Guille presided: the twenty-third
Psalm having been read by Mr. Prebble and prayer offered by Mr.
T. R. Loosley, the chairman made some profitable comments on the
psalm which had been read. The Rev. Leonard Atherton spoke of
the Lord Jesus as comforter, from Isaiah li. 19. Mr. Parks gave a brief
and interesting exposition of Zephaniah iii. 17. Mr. Blackman also
spoke a few words. At Hornsey Rise Home on Jan. 11th, after tea,
Mr. S. W. Anderson occupied the chair, Mr. Hoult read Psalm ciii., and
Mr. S. H. Brown offered prayer. The chairman spoke briefly from
the words, " I have loved thee with an everlasting love," after greetings
from Mr. K H. Parry. The Rev. A. V. Thynne gave an instructive
address from Philippians iv. 13.
The 1070 pensioners expressed gratitude to all helpers for the assistance they had received.
The financial year closes on March 31st, and the committee would
appreciate it if friends would send in their help as early in the month
as possible. Meetings on behalf of the Society will (D.V.) be held as
follows: March 5th, Service in the evening at Grove Chapel, Camberwell; 13th, Service at Soho Memorial Chapel, Finchley, in the evening;
at Lynton Road Chapel, Bermondsey, on the 14th; and at East Street,
Prittlewell, on the 20th.

THE VATICAN AND MARRIAGE. Pp. 24. Price 2d., by post 2td.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, KCA.)
This is a very valuable pamphlet exposing the unscriptural teaching
of the Church of Rome on the subject of marriage. It is full of valuable
historical information. The danger and the evil of Protestants becoming allied to Roman Catholics in marriage is here strikingly illustrated.
TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY.
We have received the Quarterly Record of this Society.
It opens with helpful remarks on the motto for 1935. Under News
from the Field interesting extracts from recent letters are given.
Accounts of Sermons and Meetings in various parts of the country
occupy fourteen pages. There is also a "Young People's Corner,"
and the annual meetings are announced to take place (D.V.) on
Tuesday, April 30th, at Caxton Hall, Westminster. The Quarterly
Record can be obtained from the Office, 7 Bury Street, Bloomsbury,
W.C.I. Price 2d.
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INDICTMENT OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, Nos. 1 and 2.
Price of No. 1, 6d. per doz.; price of No. 2, 9d. per doz. (Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London,
W.C.2.)
These two pamphlets are terribly sad reading. The first shows
that the Archbishop has sanctioned the Reservation of the Sacrament
in Westbere Church, a Church in his diocese. He has done this in
spite of the twenty-eighth Article, which says, "The Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried
about; lifted up, .or worshipped." The Westbere Magazine for
February, 1934, says, "The Sacrament thus reserved is not other
than the Sacrament which is on the altar after the consecration in
the Mass. It is the Body and Blood of the Lord,. it is the presence
of Him Who is our God as well as our Saviour. This sacred and Divine
presence may not be treated as a common thing." (Italics ours.)
Surely this is the Romish doctrine of Transubstantiation which is
condemned and rejected by our Articles. Here in this Parish Magazine
we are taught that the bread and wine are actually " the Body and
Blood of the Lord," "the presence of Him Who is our God." It
was because our Reformers repudiated this great error and its idolatrous associations that they died at the stake. Yet the sad and
appalling fact faces us that the successor of the martyred Archbishop
Cranmer sanctions a practice associated with such unscriptural
doctrines as those set forth in the Westbere Magazine.
The second pamphlet shows that the Archbishop warmly approves
of the work of the Community of the Resurrection, otherwise the
work of the Mirfield monks. "Father" Hugh Benson, who left the
Mirfield Community to join the Church of Rome, declared that, " On
practically every point" (when he was at Mirfield) except the supremacy of the Pope, we believed the teaching of the Catholic Church,
taught most of her doctrines, as thousands of Anglican clergy are
doing to-day."
These two pamphlets show the awfully sad condition of the Church
of England-the Church of our martyred Reformers. Surely no
professed Evangelical Society nor any professed Evangelical clergyman should invite Bishops who favour the Romanizing movement to
preside at their meetings, or preach in their pulpits.

NUNNERY LIFE IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. By Sister Mary Agnes,
O.S.B. Pp. 80. Price 6d., postage Id.
The authoress of this striking booklet spent seventeen years in
nunneries connected with the Church of England. She was a follower
of the notorious Father Ignatius, who was a Church of England clergyman. After finally abandoning the terrible life of a nun, Sister Agnes
wrote a volume exposing the awful character of a nun's life. This
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volume is now re-issued in cheap form, though slightly abbreviated.
It consists of sixteen chapters. While reading it such words as
" abominable," " wicked," " cruel," " debasing," " superstitious" and
" monstrous" will arise to the mind of the reader. It seems passing
strange that such institutions, especially in connection with the" protestant" Church of England, should be allowed to exist. One would
imagine that, if exposed in parliament, measures would at once be
taken to sweep them out of existence. It is amazing that anyone
could be so deluded as to be attracted to such a terrible life as is
depicted in this volume. It is certain that no one, well grounded in
the teaching of Scripture, and really taught by the Spirit of God,
would ever dream of becoming a nun. Certainly this exposure of
nunnery life ought to be sufficient to deter any female from ever
placing herself in the spiritual bondage associated with such unholy
institutions.
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" I AM persuaded that the Scriptures contain materials for deciding
many more of the questions, both of a doctrinal and practica.l kind,
which have been discussed among theologians, than might at first
sight appear, and that they are fitted to be much more extensively a
light unto our feet and a lamp unto our path than many.seem to
suppose."-Cunningham's Historical Theology, Vol. I, p. 416.

