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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, tbat we may be able to comfort them wWch are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we onrselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

"ALL FLESH IS GRASS."

" All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the
field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the Spirit
of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our GOD shall
stand for ever."-ISAIAH xl. 6-8.
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THESE inspired declarations of the prophet came to our mind when
the sad news of King George's death reached us. It goes without
saying that we are all deeply grieved at the very solemn event
which has taken place. Our hearts go out especially to our Queen
in this hour of great sorrow, and we pray that" the FATHER of
mercies and the GOD of all comfort" may comfort, strengthen and
sustain her, and enable her bravely to face the changed future of her
life, leaning on His arm of power.
The prophet speaks of two thirigs in the passage which we have
selected for meditation-" all flesh" and" the word of our GOD."
Of the former he says, " all flesh is grass." That is to say, all flesh
is like the grass, and all human glory is like the flower of the field.
The grass withereth, and in like manner all flesh by degrees passes
through death. The flower fadeth, and so all human glory passes
away.
On the other hand, there is something that endures. "The Word
of our GOD shall stand for ever." The comparatively sudden
removal of our beloved King brings freshly home to our minds
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the solemn truth enunciated by the prophet, and it is well that
we should be reminded of it. Let us briefly meditate in the
LORD'S name on the teaching of this passage.
1. First, it reminds 1lS of the brevity of human life.
All flesh is like the grass because the lifetime of every member
of the human family is of a passing nature. Even the longest life
is short in comparison with eternity. How rapidly the years follow
each other.
Life, to young people, seems long, but the older we get, the more
rapidly time seems to fly. "What is your life? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away"
(James iv. 14). "Change and decay in all around I see."
Job says, "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full
of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he
fleeth as a shadow, and continueth not" (Job xiv. 1, 2). Human
life was much longer in Job's time than it is now. After his great
trials he lived a hundred and forty years, yet he felt how
short man's life was. The psalmist says, "Behold, Thou hast
made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing
before Thee." Again, speaking of men, he says, "In the morning
they are like grass which groweth up.. In the morning it flourisheth,
and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down and withereth"
(Ps. xxxix. 5; xc. 5, 6).
" The' grass' of the Bible," says the Rev. James Neil, M.A., "is
the general name of the wild growth of Palestine, consisting not
of the grass family proper, only, but also of all the countless wild
flowers that carpet the fields in spring. They are the chief charm
of Palestine, their variety, beauty, and abundance forming a sight
never to be forgotten. Yet they only last like this in their fulness
for some two brief months.
" About the first of May, the shirocco, the burning east, or southeast wind of the Bible, begins to blow, coming up from Arabia's
thousand miles of sand desert, robbed of all ozone, and with a heat
like the blast of a furnace. Sometimes, under these circumstances,
in a single day, it cuts down and destroys all the rare and delicate
beauty of this wealth of wild growth."
"What more striking or affecting picture could be drawn of
man's frailty and mortality; and how natural is the prophet's
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strong emotion, as he records the thought, evinced by the use of
a metaphor!" (Strange Figures, pp. 22, 23.)
The knowledge that life is so brief should lead us to pray, "So
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom" (Ps. xc. 12). How much better use we might make of
our time and talents if we realized the brevity of human life.
2. Secondly, the words of the prophet remind us of the temporary
character of all human glory.
" All the goodliness (of man) is as the flower of the field." The
Apostle Peter, quoting this verse says, " All the glory of man (is)
as the flower of grass" (1 Pet. i. 24). All the glory, grandeur, and
greatness of man is but temporary. His wisdom, wealth, honour,
learning, and beauty quickly vanish. Some are in GOD'S providence surrounded with great earthly wealth and grandeur, but the
richest and the poorest are alike in this one thing, that they came
into the world naked, and they go out naked. "We brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out"
(1 Tim. vi. 7). The millionaire cannot take even a single penny
with him when he dies. This is a very solemn thought. "The
things which are seen are temporal" (2 Cor. iv. 18). They are all
of a passing nature. Magnificent clothing, beautiful jewels,
beautiful palaces and halls, and all. earthly glory have to be left
when the possessor dies. How important, therefore, when death
comes to be "clothed with the garments of salvation" and
" covered with the robe of (CHRIST'S) righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10),
" For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? " (Mark viii. 36.)
These solemn truths should Jead GoD'S believing people to sit
more and more loose to earthly things, and to set their affection
more fully on things above.
3. Thirdly, the words of the prophet remind us of the helplessness
of man.
The grass cannot prevent itself from becoming withered, and the
flower cannot avoid fading. The wind of the LORD bloweth upon
them and their vegetable life comes to an end. The" vehement
east wind" comes from GOD (Jonah iv. 8). "As for man, his
days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For
the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall
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know it no more" (Ps. ciii. 15, 16). Is it not solemn to think
that the place which our beloved King occupied at Buckingham
Palace, Windsor Castle, Sandringham, and Balmoral, shall know
him no more 1 He has gone, and we see him no more.
The same thing is true of our own dear and precious ones whom
the LORD has taken. Their places are vacant. We miss the
sound of their voices, the brightness of their faces, and the touch
of their hands. But just as the grass is helpless to prevent itself
from withering, so man is helpless to prevent his own death when
the appointed time comes. Skilled physicians, tender nurses,
medicines and nourishment are all of no avail when the predestined
time comes for death to take place. "All flesh is grass." All
men, prince and peasant, rich and poor, and high and low, are like
the grass that withereth and the flower that fadeth.
4. Lastly, the words of the prophet teach us that the Word of our
GOD shall stand for ever.
Here is something, then, to comfort us in the presence of these
solemn truths and experiences.
The Word of our Covenant GOD abides.
(1) His Gospel Word abides.
The Apostle Peter, having quoted the prophet, says, " And this
is the word which by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 25).
The Gospel word abides. It is still true that "CHRIST died
for the ungodly." It is still true that He welcomes heavy laden
sinners and gives to them rest. It is still true that poor helldeserving sinners, feeling the burden of their sins will be warmly
welcomed by the GOD of all grace, and that He will wash away
all the sins of all who trust 5n CHRIST in the fountain of His
blood.
His mercy endureth for ever. Though" as for man his days
are as grass," "the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him " (Ps. ciii. 17). GOD is still" rich
in mercy," and" the same LORD over all is rich unto all that call
upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the LORD
shall be saved" (Rom. x. 12, 13).
There is still hope for thee, 0 thou who art burdened with a sense
of thy sins, for the Gospel word still abides and is still the power
of GOD unto salvation to everyone that believeth.
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(2) The Word of His promises abide.
All His promises to provide for His people abide intact. All
His promises to guide and protect them still hold good. All His
promises to comfort and strengthen His people in their sorrows and
trials are still true and reliable. All His promises relating to the
resurrection and eternal glory of His people are sure and abiding.
Heaven and earth shall pass away but His word shall not pass
away.
The word of our GOD shall stand for ever. Not a word shall
become obsolete. Men may ignore the word but it stands. They
may burn the printed or written page, but they cannot burn or
destroy the gracious purposes and promises of GOD. These stand.
These abide. These remain unalterable. "For ever, 0 LORD,
Thy Word is settled in heaven" (Ps. mill:. 89). "His truth
endureth to all generations" (Ps. c. 5).

"Wide as the world is Thy command,
Vast as eternity Thy love;
Firm as a rock Thy truth must stand,
"'Then rolling years shall cease to move."
In the midst, then, of national and personal sorrows let the people
of GOD hide under the shadow of the Divine wings, and rest upon
His sure, unchanging and abiding word.
THE EDITOR

Whtington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE ATONEMENT.
" Now, the doctrine which has been generally received in the Christian
Church upon this all-important question is this: that Christ, in order
to save man from sin and its consequences, voluntarily took their
place, and suffered and died in their room and stead; that He offered
up Himself a sacrifice for them; that His death was a punishment
inflicted upon Him because they had deserved death; that it was in
a fair and reasonable sense the penalty which they had incurred;
that by suffering death as a penal infliction in their room and stead,
He has satisfied the claims or demands of the Divine justice and the
Divine law; and by making satisfaction in their room, has expiated
or atoned for their sins, and has thus procured for them redemption
and reconciliation with God."-Cunningham's " Historical Theology,"
Vol. n. p. 281.
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS ON THE DEATH OF
KING GEORGE V.

" What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death?"lxxxiX". 48.

PSALM

WE have been forcibly reminded of the truth of the psalmist's
question by the death of our beloved King, George V. "What
man is he that liveth, and shall not see death ~" "Death," says
the apostle, "passed upon all men, for that all have sinned"
(Rom. v. 12). "It is appointed unto men once to die" (Heb.
ix. 27), and when the appointed time comes all human efforts,
however skilful, are found to be unavailing. We have to stand
in awe at the sovereignty of God in removing a loved one from
our midst. The Lord, Who gave, taketh away at His own time.
We have to be silent before the majesty of God and say, "I was
dumb, I opened not my mouth; because Thou didst it" (Ps.
xxxix. 9).
We have all been greatly touched and solemnized by the
comparatively sudden and unexpected death of our King. At
11.55 p.m. on Monday, January 20th, he breathed his last in his
beautiful Hall at Sandringham.
Naturally, the newspapers have been full of this solemn event.
The whole nation and the whole empire has been plunged into
mourning. The event has affected the whole world, and from
every quarter messages of sy~pathy have poured in. It seems as
if no other earthly monarch in all human history has produced such
universal sorrow and sympathy as did the death of King George V.
We are thankful that our King was held in such high esteem,
though we do not want to attach undue importance to human
approbation. Our chief concern should be to be "approved of
God." Solomon says, however, "When a man's ways rlease the
Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him"
(Prov. xvi. 7). This is not always the experience of a child of
God, but there are times in his experience when even enemies
treat a child of God with kindness.
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We have read for the most part the columns of references to
our dead King which appeared in The Times newspaper. It seems
fitting, then, that on a solemn occasion like this we should make
a few general observations in reference to this impressively-solemn
and national event.
1. First, we feel we need to thank God for the reign of our late
King and for his beloved consort, Queen Mary.
Naturally their inner spiritual experience is not fully known to
us, and therefore we cannot speak of them as we could of some
close and intimate friend. Without adequate knowledge and
without real authentic information, we prefer to speak only in
a general way. Experience leads us to be chary at believing
anecdotes which reach us from various sources, unless they come
from a reliable quarter and are told first-hand.
There can be no doubt, however, that our late King was a man
who reverenced the Bible. Reliable authority tells us that he
promised many years ago to read a chapter every day, and that,
except when he was seriously ill, he kept the promise. This is no
small cause for gratitude to God. To have a King on the throne
of a great empire who daily read the Word of God is no small
mercy. This might well account for the high moral tone of his
court and of his life generally.
Then, the King was a man who reverenced the name of God.
Frequently in his public utterances that name was mentioned or
invoked, and evidently it was invoked reverentially.
The King was also a man who honoured the Lord's day. We do
not say that he was as strict a Sabbatarian as many of the Lord's
people. But we do say that it is a great cause of gratitude to
God that our King set us all an example by attending public
worship every Lord's day. Would that all men and women in
high positions honoured God's Word, God's name, and God's day
as our late beloved King did.
Moreover, what was true of the King is doubtless true also
of the Queen. How beautiful and how touching are her words in
her Message to the nation ;" I trust," she says, "that with God's help I may still be able to
continue some part at least of the service which for forty-two years
of happy married life we tried together to give to this great land and
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Empire. During the coming years with all the changes which they
must bring, you will, I know, let me have a place in your thoughts
and prayers. . . . God bless you, dear people, for all the wonderful
love and sympathy w'ith which you, have sustained me."
We can imagine that tears filled her eyes as she penned these
words, and we believe many will read them with tears rolling down
their faces.
To have had such a King and Queen for more than twenty-five
years should surely call forth praise and gratitude to God.
2. Secondly, the humility of the King and Qtteen is a cause for
thankfulness to God.
Though they occupied the highest position in the land, they
have shown sympathy and regard for the lowliest of their subjects.
The King himself was astonished at the love and loyalty shown
by all his subjects during the Jubilee celebrations. It humbled
him to note how much was made of him. The sympathy for
their poorer subjects was strikingly shown by their Majesties in
the unexpected and unarranged drives which they took more than
once into the poorer parts of London last year.
Some of the prominent men in the Labour Party have risen
from the ranks, but when they came into power their comparatively
speaking lowly origin did not prevent the King from giving them
the honour due to men who had reached Cabinet rank. The
King has shown himself to be one of his people.
One of the leading articles in The Times was headed " This our
Brother." The words are a quotation from the Burial Service,
but the use which The Times Editor made of them suggested that
the King did not wish to be treated differently from other men.
From one aspect he felt he was the father of his people, from
another he was their brother.
3. Thirdly, we have reason to thank God for the happy married
life of the King and Queen.
The Queen herself bears testimony to this in her Message to
the nation. She speaks of " forty-two yea'rs of happy married life."
It often happens in the homes of the rich as well as in those of the
poor that married life is far from happy. Real genuine love
between husbands and wives is often wanting, and wretchedness
and misery in manifold forms are the result.
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It is therefore a great mercy that in the highest home in the
land true love reigned, and that our beloved King and Queen were
enabled to live togetber in such happy union. Their example
must have had a far-reaching influence for good.
Our hearts are touched greatly and moved with tender sympathy
for our gracious Queen in this hour of deep and overwhelming
sorrow. Her position is necessarily a lonely one, and her loneliness
is now greatly increased by the great loss she has sustained. No
one but herself and God can know how greatly she feels the immense
change in her life. She has the heart of a woman, though being
the Queen, and she does indeed need our tender Christian sympathy
and our prayers. It is beautiful that in her Message to the nation
she craves" a place in our thoughts and prayers." Does not this
show her dependence upon God and her desire that the God of
all grace may indeed uphold, support and comfort her in this great
change in her circumstances 1 Shall we not all respond to her
desire 1 Shall we not all remember her not only in public worship,
but also in our private approaches to the throne of grace 1
We are often inclined to think that those who occupy high places
are to some extent excluded from those spiritual and Gospel
privileges which many of the poorest enjoy. They therefore need
more of our Christian sympathy. They need our prayers that
God in His mercy would draw near to them amid the glories of
their earthly position, and reveal to them in full measure the
glorious truths of the Gospel of His grace, and enable them increasingly to rejoice in them. There is much ground for thankfully
believing that the heart of our beloved Queen responds warmly
to the comfort which the Scriptures were written aforetime to
impart to the saved people of God.
4. Fourthly, we are reminded that no one, however highly exalted,
is exempt from death.
"What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death 1" It
is, of course, true that" we shall not all sleep." Some believers
will be alive when the Lord returns, but even they will "all be
changed." That is to say, His living, believing people will "in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump," undergo
such a change that this mortal shall put on immortality. Till
that great event takes place death will, sooner or later, come to
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all men. That is a solemn fact. High and low, rich and poor
eventually die. The halls of the rich and the noble are plunged
into mourning as well as the cottages of the poor.
To those who "die in the Lord" this solemn event brings
immediate blessedness. Such die in union with Him Who loved
them and gave Himself for them. Death to them is not penal,
because Christ hath redeemed them from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for them. There is "no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus." "Who is he that condemneth ~
It is Christ that died" (Rom. viii. 1, 34).
" If my discharge Thou hast procured,
And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath Divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine.

" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee! " (Toplady.)

THE

EDITOR.

THE POINT IN DISPUTE BETWEEN CALVINISTS AND
ARMINIANS.
" THE point in dispute really turned practically upon this questionwhether God or man was the cause or the author of man's salvation.
Socinians ascribe man's salvation-that is, everything needful for
securing his eternal happiness-to man himself; Calvinists, to God;
while Arminians ascribe it partly to the one and partly to the other
-the more Pelagian section of them ascribing so much to man, as
practically to leave nothing to God; and the more evangelical section
of them professing to ascribe it, like the Calvinists, wholly to God,
but-by their denial of the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism-refusing
to follow out this great principle fully, and to apply it, distinctly and
consistently to the various departments of the scheme of Divine
truth."-Ounningham's " Historical Theology," Vol. Il, pp. 510, 511.
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QUEEN MARY'S MESSAGE TO THE NATION
(Issued on Wednesday, January 29th, and published in the newspapers
on January 30th.).
" With All My Heart I Thank You."
"I COMMEND TO YOU MY DEAR SON."
Her Majesty Queen Mary has issued the following Message to the
Nation and Empire:
BUCKINGHAM PALACE.
I must send to you, the people of this Nation and Empire, a
message of my deepest gratitude for all the sympathy with which at
this time of sorrow you have surrounded me. It is indeed a gratitude
so deep that I cannot find words to express it. But the simplest
words are the best. I can only say-with all my heart I thank you.
In my own great sorrow I have been upheld not only by the
strength of your sympathy but also by the knowledge that you
have shared my grief. For I have been deeply moved by the signs
so full and touching that the passing of my dear husband has brought
a real sense of personal sorrow to all his subjects. In the midst of
my grief I rejoice to think that after his Reign of twenty-five years
he lived to know that he had received the reward in overflowing
measu re of the loyalty and love of his people.

Although he will be no longer at my side-and no words can tell
how I shall miss him-I trust that with God's help I may still be able
to continue some part at least of the service which for forty-two
years of happy married life we tried together to give to this great
land and Empire. During the coming years with all the changes
which they must bring, you will I know let me have a place in your
thoughts and prayers.
I commend to you my dear son as he enters upon his Reign,
in confident hope that you will give to him the same devotion and
loyalty which you gave so abundantly to his father.
God bless you, dear people, for all the wonderful love and
sympathy with which you have sustained me.
MARY.
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WELLSPRINGS
" The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places,. yea, I have a goodly
heritage."-PsALM xvi. 6.
THE Psalm before us is headed Michtam of David and interpreted in the
margin as a Golden Psalm, the Psalm of the precio'us or hidden secret.
" The former part is expressive of the soul's trust in God; and the
latter contains a remarkable prophecy of the death and resurrection
of Christ, so that it would appear that the true David is speaking
throughout the Psalm." David refers to the Messiah so distinctly in
verse 10 when He is spoken of as " Thine Holy One," and Christ's
resurrection is a cause, pledge and surety of the saints' resurrection
to glory, and in the certainty of tbis truth, David's heart leaps for joy,
and he anticipates being shown that" path of life," and to be brought
" into Tby Presence, where there is fulness of joy and at Whose right
hand are pleasures for evermore." So that the whole comfort of the
Gospel hope is in that expression" Thine Holy One." For was He not
the Son of the Father's Right Hand, tbe Man Whom God had made
strong for Himself, in Whom " all fulness " dwelt, Who was" full of
grace and truth," and Who was able to do and accomplish all He had
undertaken in the work of redeeming His Church unto Himself ~ Oh.
may we in bumble reliance upon the Holy Spirit to teach us aright,
ever seek to keep in view by tbe eye of faith this thrice Blessed and
Holy One and thus find it to our souls a Golden Psalm indeed. We
would notice that our Psalm is quoted by the two apostles, Peter and
Paul, in Acts iii. 14, and xiii. 36-37, in their references to God's" Holy
One" not suffered to " see corruption." Another verse of the Psalm
(verse 2) would distinguish the Speaker-" My goodness extendeth
not to Thee"-my goods are nothing to Thee-they add nothing to
my perfections or glory, but "my goodness extendeth to the saints
that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight."
One recalls a remark of that dear eminent servant of Christ, tbe late
Rev. J. M. Sangar. When preaching from this text he said how this
verse surely taught Election, for God had His saints, as distinguished
in the earth from the reprobate, and it was in them that He delighted.
They were given Him by His Father, and of all, from the greatest
to the least, He could say at the end of His earthly sojourn and finished
work, " of them that Thou hast given Me I have lost none." It is in
this completed perfected Salvation, tbat Jesus, the Man of Sorrows could
see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied. His delight was to do
His Father's will, and His heart being in such perfect union with His
Father's, He could look upon the lines of His lot as having" fallen to
Him in pleasant places," and the Church He came to redeem, accepted
as" a goodly heritage."
" The lines" alluded to here refer to the measure of the laud when
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they divided and parcelled it out for the different families for their
earthly inheritance. But a far more and enduring possession was
that of His redeemed and separated people, "When the Most High
divided to the nations their inheritance, when He separated the sons of
Adam, He set the bounds of the people according to the number of the
Children of Israel. For the Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is
the lot of His inheritance" (Deut. xxxii. 8-9). And thus in the spiritual
and heavenly portion the interchange is so sweetly established that
whilst His People can say, " Thou art my Portion, 0 Lord," He says
likewise of them that" The Lord's portion is His People." They were
His appointed lot and of them He could speak of as " The lines that
had fallen unto Him" and His " goodly heritage!" It is in that
great and unfathomable mystery of love, Love Divine which is an
Ocean without bottom or shore, that Jesus, the Son of God, should be
willing to leave the glory He had with His Father and come in all His
humiliation to this sin-stained earth, to redeem sinners from the curse
of it! Sin and the curse were in the cup which" He drank quite up."
He acknowledged that it was from His Father's hands His portion
was given Him. "Ask of Me and I will give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession."
And for the purchase of such, nothing short of His Own most precious
Blood could pay the price. Into that" cup" the price to be paid was
all the bitter sorrows and sufferings, the full measure of which you and
I can never know, never fathom, never comprehend. But" He drank
it quite up that sinners might live," and He alone could see the end of
that full price paid, and full satisfaction wrought, and say, " I have
a goodly heritage! "
" All the terms," said the beloved Joseph Irons, " all the satisfaction,
the atonement, the gifts, the pleasures, the privileges, the persons,
together with all that pertains to their history and experience are
wrapped up in the Person of Christ; secure in Him, as He is revealed,
God's Salvation to the ends of the earth." Yes," all " that the Father
had given Him are made willing to come in the Day of His Power. Jew
and Gentile: of every kindred, tribe, and tongue, a people made willing
and called to His feet. It struck me so forcibly when recently reading
Matthew xi. concerning that wondious word of thanks, the Blessed Son
of Man offered up to His Father as He spoke of His having" hid these
things from the wise and prudent" and having" revealed them unto
babes." He accepted His " Portion," His" lines," there and looked
upon little foolish helpless babes as the world would acconnt them,
rather than the great, the wise and prudent, and could say, ,. I thank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight."
Helpless little "babes"; silly wandering "lambs"; not mrmy
noble; "the poor of this world," a few poor fishermen to follow the
despised Nazarene: a publican; an extortionate tax gatherer; a Mary
Magdalene; a denying Peter; a dying thief; a doubting Thomas;

106

The Gospel Magazine

a persecuting Saul--and such like characters, and yet, and yet, oh !
here comes in the greatness and the glories of distinguishing, redeeming, overcomillg grace, that of His People, His Church, His Bride, He
can say, " Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee" (Song
iv. 7).
" Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it . . . that He
might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27). She is made perfer;t through the comeliness
He has put upon her, and thus will He sing praises in the midst of the
great congregation, at the triumphs of His grace bestowed upon her,
and of the complete satisfaction the Father found in the all-atoning
work of His Beloved Son.
r do love that hymn of dear John Kent's:
" Who can the distant period trace,
When God to glorify His grace,
And magnify His love to man,
Drew forth redemption's wondrous plan?
God's own elect was Christ proclaimed,
Then all His mystic members named,
One glorious head, one body there,
Who should at last one glory share.
In God's decree her form He viewed,
All beauteous in His eyes she stood.
Presented through the Eternal Name,
Betroth'd in love, and free from blame.
Not as she stood in Adam's fall,
When guilt and ruin covered all,
But as she'll stand another day,
Fair as the sun's meridian ray.
Oh,
Too
Our
All

glorious grace, mysterious plan,
great for angels' minds to scan;
thoughts are lost, our numbers fail,
haill red~eming love, all hail!"

Yes! Jesus could call His heritage" a goodly" one indeed, for He
saw Her in His own comeliness. That was thejoyset before Him. He
would not fail-He would see of the travail of His Soul with perfect
satisfaction. He would not be in rest as the Man of Sorrows, until
He had drunk the cup of Divine wrath due to them for their sins. He
would not be discouraged. He would not stop short in the work.
He would go on to the end, and until He could say, " r have finished the
work, Father, that Thou gavest Me to do," and with a loud voice
" It is finished," from Calvary's Cross. And ascended back into the
Glory which He had with His Father, He is " Set down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high," and there demands His blood-bought
rights, that all whom He had purchased and purged from their sins be
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with Him where He is in those realms of bliss to share His glory, and
be partners of His Throne. She, His" goodly heritage," there is clad
in white raiment, fair linen, the righteousness of the saints, the Lamb's
wife, " accepted in the Beloved," with everlasting joy upon her head!
" M.eet companions then for Jesus,
From Him, for Him made;
Glory of God's grace for ever,
There in me displayed.
He and I in that bright glory,
One deep joy shall share,
Mine, to be for ever with Him,
His, that I am there."
In anticipation of this " far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory" the saints traverse their weary wilderness journey of life.
True, they go on " oft in sorrow, oft in woe," and find many a place
made memorable for deep sorrows, and " many a deep calling unto
deep," much walking through "The Valley of Achor," and often
mourning an absent God. But they have their bright experiences
also. They are often cheered by the bow in the cloud after a stormy
day; and they do prove when men say there is a casting down, their
God likewise reminds them that He will lift up their head. And thus
they enjoy in measure their recompense of reward even now; and
they do prove that" as the affliction, so also the consolations abounded."
Otherwise how could it be that the dear martyrs could endure their
fiery deaths in calmness and faithful witness? "From the delectable
orchard of the Leonine prison" wrote one dating his letter thus,
such was the sweetness of Christ's love to his soul. Another could write
from her prison, exulting in the sweet and engaged Presence of her
Saviour. So that
" Stone waIls do not a prison make; nor iron bars a cage ".
Was it not thus why the Apostle Peter could sleep in prison, the
sweet sleep as of an innocent child, though manacled to soldiers and
knowing that" on the morrow" !IJ.eant death for him under the cruel
Herod's apprehension.
Was it not so that Paul and Silas could sing praises unto God from
that inner prison, and John the Beloved write his sweet letters of love
from his Patmos exile? Oh, yes! Our God has His rich consolations
and compensations for every suffering, tried and tempted believer, so
that what they lose of earthly joy is made up abundantly to them. We
see the interchange of the oneness of the Redeemed Church with her
Blessed Redeemer. His life was made up of sorrows, travail, and
suffering all for us, suffering, the just for the unjust; dying in the place
of us who deserved eternal death. Yet He could see of the travail of
His soul, could see beyond the present to that Eternal Day when His
blood-bought throng would be with Him and like Him, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing; perfect through the comeliness He has
8
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wrought out for her and put upon her. And while He had nothing
here to call His own, no home, nowhere to lay His Head, despised and
rejected of men, He delights that His People should be heard singing of
His love which bought them at such a cost. It is that they glorify
Him when they can with grace-constrained lips say, "The lines have
fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage."
For truly mercies abound; "mercies countless as the sand, which daily
I receive," as sang dear Watts, mercies in providence and mercies in
grace. Think of the homes we live in, the creature comforts we enjoy
therein, the sweet and holy fellowship with saints in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, the high and holy privilege of being permitted to assemble
with His people and under the sound of a Gospel ministry, whilst
beyond all, the precious infallible Word of God, the daily manna to our
souls, our Heavenly Portion and delight. Oh! truly His Grace has
brought unto us, hell-deserving sinners as we are, " a goodly heritage"
indeed! May He keep alive in our souls a humble sense of what we
owe to Him, and which we can never repay, and may we desire daily
to live closer to Him and give ourselves wholly to Him Who has done
all for us, and thus" show forth the praises of Him Who hath called us
out of darkness into His marvellous light." It is truly a high calling
and an holy dignity He sets before His people!
He is the All and in All of our salvation! He is " Christ in you, the
hope of glory." He is our Way, our Truth and our Life. He imparts
to us now some of the joys with which the saints are satiated above.
" The path of life" which He shows us now is but the beginning of
that life which knows no end and in His Presence, Who is " all the glory
of Emmanuel's Land," there awaits us "fulness of joy and at His
right Hand pleasures for evermore." This inheritance is kept for us,
and we are kept for our inheritance. "To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you
who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 3-4).
And so writes the same inspired apostle, "When the Chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away"
(v. 4), and then His" goodly heritage," as they see Him reward His
Own grace, will cast their crowns before the throne saying, "Thou
art worthy, 0 Lord."
R.
" THAT which to us seems altogether casual, is done by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God."-Mauhew Henry.
" THE Divinity of Christ is the citadel and keep of Christianity. Here
lies the infinite value of the satisfaction He made upon the cross.
Here lies the peculiar merit of His atoning death for sinners. That
death was not the death of a mere man, like ourselves, but of One Who
is ' over all, God blessed' for ever'" (Rom. ix. 5.)-(BISHOP J. C.
RYLE'S Expository Thoughts on Mark's Gospel, pp. 2,3).

--
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Sttmonf:S anlJ N otef3 of ,Sermons.
A THREEFOLD GOSPEL PROMISE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings,
and in quiet resting places."-IsAIAH xxxii. 18.
THIS is a very glorious promise, beloved in Christ, and not only
glorious is it but it is a faithful promise, and the people of God may
well rejoice in this promise as in all the promises of a Covenant-performing God. "My people." This promise was addressed in the
first place to the Church of God in Old Testament times. They bad
a foretaste, no doubt of it, of good things to come, yet not the fulness
of those things. And it is impressed on my mind that we do not
sufficiently appreciate the quality of the faith of the Old Testament
people of God. Oh, it must have been a marvellous faith that rested
satisfied with unperformed Gospel promises. How touchingly the
faith of these dear people is alluded to in the eleventh of Hebrews, in
the thirteenth verse: "These all died in faith, not having received
the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth." They embraced these promises, or, as the
original implies, they saluted them. And they did, by faith, obeisance
to them, as we were hearing this morning of the sheaves in the dream
of Joseph, they did obeisance to his sheaf. And so the faith of God's
ancient people bowed down-did obeisance-to the promises. Why
so 1 Because the substance of those promises was Messiah, the Cbrist
of God.
I further lead you to the thirteenth chapter of Matthew's Gospel,
where we have the words of the Lord Jesus Himself concerning first
those Old Testament believers, and then His New Testament people.
We read in the sixteenth verse that Jesus said to His disciples:
" Blessed-blessed-are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for
they hear. For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and
rightous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have
not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them." Among the prophets, I daresay Isaiah, from whose
writings we this morning take our text, was one who desired to see the
Christ of promise, who desired to hear Him as the Great Prophet, the
Apostle and High Priest of His people's profession. Jesus says, and
He knew what He said, for He gave them those desires in their hearts,
they greatly desired-greatly desired (so the word implies). Tbe Lord
knew the measure of the hope of His Old Testament people, just as
this morning-He knows the hope that is in your hearts, dear children of
God, and likewise the desires of your soulfl. It may be, He is saying
of one and another, These greatly desire to see, or, These greatly desire
to hear. He knows the desires of those who would fain embrace Him

110

The Gospel Magazine

in His promises, and He will not disappoint them. "My people," He
says in our text. It is a very beautiful expression when you think
Who utters it, and when you further remember of whom it is uttered,
or even better to whom it is spoken. For after all the promises bring
us no comfort unless they are sealed home upon our hearts by the
Spirit of application Whose office it is to take of the things of the Christ,
and to show them unto faith in our hearts that we, too, may embrace
them, salute them, and hold them fast. "My people "-oh, the
condescension of the infinitely holy Jehovah to speak of sinful men
thus, "My people." Who are these ~ "This people have I formed
for Myself." They are a people whom God has formed, made, re-made;
new-created in Christ Jesus, by the work of the holy regenerating
Spirit. "My people," or as you sometimes sing in that sweet hymn
of Hugh Stowell's" They that have My Spirit,
"These," saith He, "are Mine".
"They shall be :Mine in that day when t make up My jewels."
They are His jewels now, though outwardly often how unlovely to look
upon, how unlike gems they are. But" the Lord knoweth them that
are His." The Lord can put His Hand upon the rough exterior, and
say, This is one of My jewels. He can lay His Hand upon some
eminent sinner, and some most improbable sinner, and say, That is
another of My jewels. Who would have thought that Saul of Tarsuswho breathed out threatenings against the saints of the Most High,
who thirsted for the blood of the disciples of Jesus, who Yerily in his
ignorance thought he was doing God service by slaughtering His
people-should have been one of God's jewels ~ That the time should
come when he should be overtaken by Almighty grace, and that God
should say of him, This is a chosen vessel unto Me ~ But it was so.
And I suppose that every child of God in proportion as he is
taught of the Holy Spirit will own himself that of all improbable
sinners he was the most improbable, the most unlikely to have been
called by grace. It is so; the Lord has made of chief of sinners a
people peculiarly His Own, and it is of these He saith, " They shall be
Mine in that day when I make. up-when I gather together in one-the
diadem of the scattered precious stones, My Own workmanship." "My
people" -it is a lovely thought this, that the Lord by choice, and by
redemption, and by quickening grace, should appropriate to Himself
a people as His Own portion and special heritage, and yet so it is.
Well, then, what promises belong to these, His people. I remarked
at the outset that Christ was the real desire of the Old Testament
saints. They had Him presented to faith in the shape of all promises
or of many promises, but as I also before said it was less the promise
than Christ in the promise that drew out their hearts, just as when the
manna fell, you remember, it was clothed with dew. Now, the children
of Israel did not go out in the morning with their empty vessels to
gather dew, but they went out to gather that which the dew concealed,
and so the promises of the Christ in the Old Testament were as the
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dew to the manna. They, as it were, enshrouded, enveloped, embraced
the Christ. He was the Kernel, the living Centre. He was the Heart
and the Life of the promises. So in this promise this morning, this
three-fold promise, I shall hold and maintain that Christ is the beauty
of these promises, that Christ is their Alpha and their Omega, that
Christ is all.
" My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation." There is the first
of these precious promises. "A peaceable habitation." A habitation
is an abode, an abiding-place; the word carries with it something of
perpetuity, something of permanence. When we read of a habitation
we do not think of a tent or a tabernacle but of a house having
foundations, which speaks to us of stability and perpetuity, of comfort
and security.
Now Christ is of God made unto His people their Habitation. Christ
is no mere Tabernacle. You know what He said of His body, He said,
"Destroy this Temple," He did not say" this Tent "-" Destroy this
Temple, and in three days I will raise it up." Now it is very blessed
for us to know that Christ is the Temple of habitation for His redeemed
people. All quickened souls are gathered into Him to be in Him a
worshipping Temple, a serving people. "Blessed are they that dwell
in Thy House," that is, blessed are believers who accepted in the
Beloved dwell in Him. Oh, thank God, there is no going out of Christ.
The believer can never be separated from his Lord. Death itself cannot do that. Dear children of God, you remember the Psalmist goes
011 to say of the happy or blessed people who dwell in God's House,
" they will be still praising Thee," " still" in the sense of " always,"
"they will be always praising Thee." Ah, when a sinner has been
sealed and certified that he is accepted in the Beloved he becomes forthwith a singer, a singer of God's praises. Impossible that I should know
myself to be a redeemed sinner, a blood-washed sinner, a quickened
sinner, a son of God, an heir of God, a joint-heir with Christ, and not
be happy. Impossible that I know these things in my own soul's
experience and remain silent. One must show forth the praises of Him
Who calleth out of darkness into most marvellous light. Christ is the
peaceable Habitation. There is no strife in God's House. There are
no divisions in Christ's Body. There is no schism in the mystical Body
of Christ. Christ and all the saints are One. Christ is not, I repeat
it, divided. "A bone of Him shall not be broken." You need not
pray for the unity of the true Church of God. She is one with her
Head, one with her Lord, and one for ever will she remain. He is
the Habitation, the peaceable Abiding-place of His people.
You have noticed I daresay His words in the Gospel by John, in the
sixteenth chapter and the last verse, where you have a double view
of the believer and his portion; you have his outward estate considered and likewise his inward experience and portion. Saith the
Lord, "These things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye might
have peace." "My people shall dwell in a peaceable Habitation."
" In Me ye shall have peace. In the world," that is the outward
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portion, "in the world ye shall have tribulation," I promi!le you so
much. "Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, as though some strange"-unspoken, unheard-of thing overtook you. He foretold us as much. We need never be surprised,
dear children of God, when our troubles come and come again, wave
after wave-He foretold us as much, it is in the Book. "All must
come and last and, thank God, end, as best shall please our Heavenly
Friend." "Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord
delivereth him out of them all." "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer: I have overcome the world." Do not
be sad, do not be utterly cast down, or if cast down, remember you
shall not be destroyed. "Ye shall have tribulation," not "may
perhaps have." And it is by these things men live and in all these and
the like the spirit of the Christian, his character, is found and formed,
and he therefore in proportion as he is wise would have it even as it is,
and would look up under the heaviest burden in a spirit of gratitude,
saying, "Thy will be done." When strife and trouble surround us,
dear children of God, we thank the God of the promise that we have
"a peaceable habitation," a secret Hiding-place. You know there
are inner chambers provided in God's House. I have been struck
in going into some of these. Let us turn to the first of Kings, the sixth
chapter, the twenty-seventh verse; here the command is regarding
the building of Solomon's Temple. "And he set the cherubims within
the inner house." Mark, that in God's house there are many chambers,
and there is one which is specially called "the inner house"; that
is where the cherubims are found, the cherubims who are symbolical
of the people of God.
God, dear friends, delights that His people should ha,e a peaceable
habitation, and, therefore; He has provided for them an inner h{)USe.
That is where He delights to hold communion with them, for He says,
I will commune with thee from above the Mercy-seat-that is in the
inner house. Now, if in our experience we are found satisfied with
the outer courts of the House of the Lord He will in discipline render
unto us a necessity that we flee to the inner chambers of the Heavenlies,
and I am confident that the Lord, in all cases in which He sends His
saints trouble, wills that that trouble shall tend to direct the feet of
His saints into the inner house. It is to bring us nearer to Himself
that He visits us in the outer courts and chambers of Christian
expenence.
And then the second blessed promise, in Him are ,. sure dwellings,"
sure dwellings in the sense of safe. Ah, there is a Temple not made
with hands, eternal in the Heavens. God is its "Architect and
'}'Iaker." Yes, and that House is founded on a Rock. "Behold,
I lay in Zion for a foundation a Stone," and He goes on to magnify
that Stone, to tell us what a wondrous Stone it is on Which He has
founded the Church of His love, grounding and settling His trembling,
trusting people. "Sure "_.." The Name of the Lord is a strong
Tower: the righteous runneth into it and is safe." Oh, what a
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security is this the believer has in his risen Lord, Christ at the Right
Hand of God. He is there as the Forerunner of His redeemed"Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an
High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec."
.What could be safer than that? He is our Hope, "which Hope
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure" (the word of our text)
" and steadfast." Now if that is God's Own mind, and it is, concerning
the security of them that are in Christ Jesus, what ground is there
for fear? What just ground is there for fear, I ask? If God says His
salvation is strong, who shall doubt? If it is strong enough for God
it must needs be strong enough for the grace-saved sinner. Oh, dwell
more, beloved friends, on these things God has provided in the Gospel
which the Old Testament saints longed to see, longed to hear. You
are living in those days that they desired to behold and yet saw them
not. Are we sufficiently alive to the wondrous privileges, evangelical
privileges, surrounding us at this hour? Are we walking in the steps
of the faith of those who of old waited for these things and embraced
the hope? I have the fear we are far behind Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, David, Solomon, and the Prophets besides, in the matter of
faith. They longed to live in these days, and we are lagging far behind
those days. These things ought not so to be. These things ought
to put us to shame, and they ought to lay us low at the Lord's feet.
They ought to quicken our zeal and our desire after a fuller, a deeper,
and a more comprehensive acquaintance with Gospel truths.
In Him, finally, are the" quiet resting places." "Come unto Me all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Is
there one distressed, burdened soul here this morning, weary and
heavy laden? Oh, hearken to His words again, " Come unto Me, and
I will give you rest. I will be to you a quiet resting place, a sure
dwelling, an eternal habitation."
May He grant blessing on His Word, for His Name's sake.
SERMONETTE.

By

M.A., B.D.
REDEMPTION.
MANKIND having been ruined by Adam's sin, and having fallen into
the grasp of Satan, " the god of this world" (2 Cor. iv. 4), God, in His
sovereign purpose and grace, designed redemption (deliverance) for a
chosen people, through the seed of the woman (see Gen. iii. 15), and
" When the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, that He might redeem them which were
under the law" (Gal. iv. 4, R.V.). When the God-Man, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Redeemer, was on earth, He spake of His redemption work in
unmistakeable terms-" The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost" (Luke xix. 10). "The Son of Man came . . . to give
His life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28). He spake of Himself as
THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES,
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responsible for those given unto Him by the Father, saying: "Other
sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and they shall become one flock, one shepherd"
(John x. 16, R.V.); and again, John vi. 38, 39, " I came down from
heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me. And
this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all that which He
hath given Me. I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at
the last day." This He accomplished by laying down His life. "I lay
down My life for the sheep" (John x. 15). This was an act of substitution on the part of Christ the Head, for the members of His body, the
Church, as Peter tells us, " Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
Justfor the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in
the flesh" (1 Pet. iii. 18). Thus His sheep-His people-are bloodbought-purchased by His death, and have become" a people for His
own possession" (Titus ii. 14, R.V.).
Similarly, the Apostle Paul tells us, Ephesians v. 23-27, " Christ is
the Head of the Church, and He is the Saviour of the body. . . . Christ
also loved the Church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, that He might
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish"; and
again, Acts xx. 28, " The Church of God which He hath purchased with
His own blood." The Church, in the Epistles of Paul, is " the blessed
company of all faithful people"; the aggregate of all true belieyers, the
called of God, irrespective of any ecclesiastical organization, or denomination, or sect. So that wherever there is a contrite sinner rusting in
the merits of Christ-His finished work upon the cross-for his salvation,
there is a member of the Church which the Lord Jesus came, and lived
and died to save, and such may joyfully sing with the Christian poet,
Toplady:"If Thou hast my discharge procured,

And freely in my place endured
The whole of wrath divine,
Payment God will not twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then a~ain at mine.
01

Turn, then, my soul, unto thy rest!
The merits of Thy great High Priest
Speak peace and liberty;
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee."

This precious truth is sealed to every member of His Church by the
glorious fact of Christ's resurrection from the dead. For" He was
delivered for (on account of) our offences, and was raised again for (on
account of) our justification." (Rom. iv. 25). "Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again."
(Rom. viii. 34.)
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TRIBUTES TO KING GEORGE V.
No doubt all or most of our readers have read the many tributes to our
late King given by many of our prominent men. Amongst them was
the tribute of Mr. Baldwin, the Prime Minister, which no doubt we
were all glad to read.
The Archbishop of Canterbury paid two tributes to the late King
on Sunday, Jan. 26th. In the sermon which he preached in Westminster
Abbey, speaking of the King's religion, he said" There are only two
words needed to describe King George's religion. It was simple. It
was real. Simple certainly. There were great and rich regions of
religion to which he was a comparative stranger; ecclesiastical,
emotional, sacramental, mystical. His religion was based on an allabiding sense of his responsibility and his duty to God. If we use
the old words, the fear of God, in their true Bible sense, as a reverent
remembrance of God's reality and claim, King George was a Godfearing man. A simple religion, but very real."
We could wish that the Archbishop had explained in detail what he
meant by " rich regions of religion" to which the King was a comparative stranger. To us it seems that it is a cause of thankfulness to
God that the King was a comparative stranger to a religion which is
ecclesiastical, sacramental, and mystical. It seems to suggest that the
King had no relish for Churchianity and Sacramentarianism. In other
words, that his sympathies lay with Evangelicalism rather than with
Sacerdotalism. If so, we can only thank God that it was so.
The Archbishop went on to refer to the King's daily reading of the
Bible. He said " I doubt whether any layman had a more accurate,
if not always fully instructed, knowledge of the Bible."
A good deal dppends on what the Archbishop meant by "fully
instructed knowledge of the Bible." Would the Archbishop regard
any Evangelical layman, however accurate his knowledge of the Bible,
as possessing a "fully instructed" knowledge of God's Word? We
are inclined, in the absence of further explanation, to hope that the
view which the King took of the teaching of the Bible was Evangelical
rather than otherwise. We can certainly rejoice that the King
honoured the Word of God by rea-ding it daily.
In the Archbishop of Canterbury's broadcast address on Sunday
evening, Jan. 26th, reported in The Times the following day, he said
of the King who had been dead since the previous Monday, " He himself
is now passing through the Valley of the Shadow of Death. It is enough
to know that he need fear no evil, for God is with him." We do not
understand this statement. Are we to understand that the King was
passing through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, although his death
had taken place many days before? To us this is a mysterious utterance, though the Archbishop, no doubt, weighed well his words before
he uttered them.
It is certainly a cause of great gratitude to God that our late beloved
Monarch read every day a chapter of those holy Scriptures which are
able to make wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
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THE FUNERAL SERVICE.
,

IN a letter to The Times of Feb. 3rd last, Dr. L. P. Jacks, of Oxford, ill
reference to the funeral service of King George V, says that perhaps
" many millions, whose ordinary common sense is wont to be affronted
by certain expressions in the funeral service, and whose devotions,
at a most solemn moment, were disturbed by a painful shock when
they heard them repeated last Tuesday. What meaning, what reality,
what relevance to the occasion, can be found in petitioning the Almighty
, to deliver us from the bitter pains of eternal death,' and' shortly to
accomplish the number of Thine elect' 1 And who can reflect without
dismay that this terrorist and now ineffectual language should be
broadcast to the wide world, and on such an occasion, as the authentic
Voice of our National Church in the presence of death 1" (The
language of which Dr. Jacks complains is we believe true to Scripture.
Eternal punishment, in the case of the ungodly, is taught by our Lord
in the New Testament. It is an intensely solemn subject, and surely
all who are conscious of their sins will earnestly cry unto GOD for
deliverance from the eternal punishment which their sins deserve.
They will thankfully trust in that redeeming work of the Lord Jesus
Christ by which He redeemed His people from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for them.
Moreover, it is also clear from Scripture that all who are finally
saved are those who have been chosen, or elected in Christ before the
foundation of the world. That God would accomplish the number
of His elect is a prayer which those who believe the Scriptures mar
rightly offer.
It is sadly true that many are in revolt against the Scripture doctrines of eternal punishment and election, but we feel that it becomes
us to " receive with meekness" all the truths which God has revealed,
however mysterious they may seem to us finite creatures. Moreover,
inasmuch as these solemn truths are set forth in Scripture, we earnestly
hope that they may continue to be "the authentic voice" of tht"
Church of England.-Editor, G~spel Maga,zine.

" Be content to wade through the waters betwixt you and glory with
Him, holding His hand fast, for He knoweth all the fords. Howbeit
ye may be ducked, but ye cannot drown, being in His company;
and ye may all the way to glory see the way bedewed with His blood.
Who is the Forerunner. Be not afraid, therefore, when ye come
even to the black and swelling river of death to put in your foot and
wade after Him. The current, how strong soever, cannot carry you
down the water to hell. The Son of God, His death and resurrection
are stepping-stones and a stay to you; set down your feet by faith
upon these stones, and go through as on dry la.nd."-Sarnuel Rutherford.
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OUR NEW KING.
EDWARD VIII.
WE have reason to thank God that at the moment our late beloved
.King died, his eldest son, Edward, Prince of Wales, was at once legally
able to take his Father's place. The Times, in its Supplement of
Jan. 28th, says, " A sign that, though monarchs die, the monarchy
continues, appeared in the first published communication of the new
King. It was a telegram sent from Sandringham at 12.28 a.m. on
Tuesday to the Lord Mayor of London, and ran as follows :-' I am
deeply grieved to inform you that my beloved Father, the King, passed
away peacefully at 11.55 p.m. to-night.'
"The signature was 'Edward,' not 'Edward,' P.' Thereby the
nation was told of its new ruler and of the title he would take, and the
City of London was reminded of its high place in national affairs."
When we read of the revolutions which have taken place in other
European nations, it is an immense cause of thankfulness to God that
our new King could legally and peacefully ascend the throne the
moment his Father had passed away. On the Tuesday afternoon
(Jan. 21st) the new King entered the Council Chamber in St. James'
Palace, and in the presence of ' the Lords and other of His Majesty's
most honourable Privy Council,' (who had previously taken the Oath
of allegiance to King Edward VIII) "made the Accession Declaration." That Declaration is as follows:"I do solemnly and in the presence of God profess, testify, and
declare that I am a faithful Protestant, and that I will, according
to the true intent of the enactments which secure the Protestant succession to the Throne of my Realm, uphold and maintain the said enaetments to the best of my powers according to law."
Our new King is well acquainted with the whole empire as a result
of his many travels. He needs our prayers, and the inspired apostle
instructs us to make supplications and prayers on his behalf. If Solomon
needed wisdom to govern Israel, a comparatively small nation, our
new King no less needs Divine wisdom, discretion and strength to rule
his great empire in the fear of God, and to the glory of His name.
Our gracious Queen Mary says in her Message to the nation, " I commend to you my dear son as he enters upon his Reign, in confident
hope that you will give to him the same devotion and loyalty which
you gave so abundantly to his father."
May we respond heartily to her Majesty's desire, and in the highest
and most comprehensive sense may our prayer be in reference to our
new Ruler,
"GOD SAVE THE KING"
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A FAMILIAR STATEMENT.

"HE knoweth the wav that I take." How familiar the words are,
and how all embracin"g. It was not only in the midst of all his
sorrows that God knew the way that Job took: it was from the
cradle (which in one of his laments he wished that he had never needed)
to the grave, and that was not ready for him as soon as his weariness
made it seem a much-to-be-desired goal. He was not buried until
he was in a " good old age," rich in children and in great abundance.
God knew the way that he took from the opening of his eyes to the
closing of his grave. Several years ago, some of us, taking a walk
in the beautiful spring, found ourselves in a country churchyard.
We had scarcely entered when a small funeral emerged from the
Church. A tiny coffin was carried by two little girls, whose "tears
were on their cheeks." The rest of the party, if I remember rightly,
comprised only the baby's father and an elder girl. The clergymanwell over six feet---" an old man and heavy," buried his " brother"
in sure and certain hope of a resurrection to life, reading to us from
the dear and time honoured service, which says that those who depart
in the Lord are in everlasting joy and felicity. The baby might have
said, " He knoweth the way that I take," through three weeks wailing
in Somersetshire and down the churchyard path, carried to its little
grave in quietness and love. What a different funeral was that of
Stephen. He had been taken in his strength and martyred, but God
knew the way that he took when devout men ca,rried him to hjs
'burial and made great lamentation over him." Centuries before
" a very great company," with chariots and horsemen, all the servants
of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of
Egypt, went up with Joseph and his brethren in the funeral procession
of Jacob. They were to bury him in Macpelah with his fathers.
" And when the inhabitants of the land saw the mourning, they said,
This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians"; much as the nations
have said of our dear country, and they have seen and known how
blessed we have been, and how much mercy we have received from
Him by Whom kings are set on their thrones, their queens "also
sitting by." May He bless us still.
But, of course, when Job said, " He knoweth the way that I take,"
he was not referring to the fact that God orders all ots~quies, some to
honour, and some to dishonour even in the sight of men. He was
living. He was going through fire and through water, being tried
and pressed, but he was confident that his way was appointed for
him, and that the end of it would not be missed. It has been an
individual matter with the children of God in all ages. It is their
own way that they must go, but they can read about others who
have gone before, and with whom not one good thing has failed of
all that He promised. Rich a,nd honourable women have spent and
been spent at the call of God and His goodness, succouring the strong
also in their labours. Certainly the world would not contain the
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accounts-it will take heaven to do that. We have at home a very
interesting book about Rev. Fraser, of Brea (a place in Nairn, I
think). In a long account of some of the way that he took, he tells
of his being carried to the Bass Rock: "To this melancholy place I
came, and continued there in prison for two years and a half, for I
came in January, 1677 " (for his non-conformity in the time of Scotch
prelacy and popery), and came out in July, 1679. He gives a description of it: "Landing here is very difficult and dangerous, for if any
storm blow ye cannot enter because of the violence of the swelling
waves, which beat with a .wonderful noise upon the rock, and sometimes in such a violent manner that the broken waves, reverberating
on the rock with a mighty force, have come up over the walls of
the garrison of the court before the prisoners' chambers, which is above
twenty cubits height, and with a full sea you must land: or if it
be ebb you must be either cranned up or climb with hands and feet
up some steps artificially made on the rock, and must have help
besides of those who are on the top of the rock who pull you up by
the hand." That was part of the way that Mr. Fraser took, God
Himself going before. And it may be that some of the Lord's children
would be glad enough to borrow his pen for the description of the
storms that beat upon their souls, with their mighty reverberatings
against the prison walls. "But God was with him." He says, "I
had some special visits from God, and although 'prisons will be
prisons,' I was made to believe that the Lord would speak to this
rock to give me with others of my brethren up, and accordingly
when the fulness of time came I was delivered, even then when we
all judged it most desperate: at evening time it was light." "He
knoweth the way that I take."
FOLLOWER-ON.

GERMAN PASTOR SENT TO PRISON.
A

PRAYER FOR THE JEWS.

BERLIN, Feb. 7th.
AN Evangelical pastor has been sentenced by the special Court at
Brunswick to six months' imprisonment for instructing his confirmation
class not to give the Hitler salute before the beginning of the lesson
and not to take part in the" shriek against the Jews." He had also
offended by including the Jews in a prayer, his words being" God
protect that poor, hated people."
The Court in its judgment said it was really the affair of the Church
whether it should suffer a clergyman to invoke the Maker Who had
Himself made the Jews homeless owing to their vices. It was highly
objectionable, however, that a pastor should represent the Jewish
people as in need of protection and the object of hatred if the Party,
State, or nation made use of its necessary right of self-defence.-The
Times, Feb. 8th.
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TO THE AFFLICTED, TOSSED AND NOT COMFORTED.
ISAIAH liv. 5-11.
"PENSIVE, doubting, fearful heart,
Hear what Christ the Saviour says;
Every word should joy impart,
Change thy mourning into praise;
Yes, He speaks, and speaks to thee,
May He help thee to believe!
Then thou presently wilt see,
Thou hast little cause to grieve.
., 'Fear thou not, nor be ashamed,
All thy sorrows soon shall end:
I, who heaven and earth have framed,
Am thy Husband and thy Friend:
I, the High and Holy One,
Israel's God, by all adored,
As thy Saviour will be known,
Thy Redeemer and thy Lord.
/

" 'For a moment I withdrew,
And thy heart was filled with pain;
But My mercies I'll renew,
Thou shalt soon rejoice again:
Though I seem to hide My face,
Very soon My wrath shall cease;
'Ti8 but for a moment's space,
Ending in eternal peace.
" 'When My peaceful bow appears
Painted on the watery cloud,
'Tis to dissipate thy fears,
Lest the earth should be o'erflow'd;
'Tis an emblem, too, of grace,
Of My Covenant-love a sign:
Though the mountains leave their place,
Thou shalt be for ever mine.
., , 'Though afflicted, tempest-toss'd,
Comfortless awhile thou art,
Do not think thou canst be lost,
Thou art graven on My heart.
All thy wastes I will repair,
Thou shalt be rebuilt anew;
And in thee it shall appear
'What a God of love can do.' "
John Newton.

...
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THE R.APID PASSING OF TIME.
" My days are swifter than a post,. they flee away, . . . they are passed
aU'ay as the swift ships."-JOB ix. 25, 26.

JOB, who uttered these words, was an upright, God-fearing man. He
had many trials, losses, and disappointments: so much was this the
case that it is probable no other man has passed through such extreme
experiences, " but out of them all the Lord delivered" him, even as in
later days the Lord delivered His servant Paul (2 Tim. iii. 11, with
Job xlii. 12) and will deliver all who do put their trust in Him. The
brief account of Job's life is recorded for the instruction and profit of
believers in all ages (see 2 Tim. iii. 16; Rom. xv. 4), and since his
testimony concerning the rapid flight of time is confirmed by the
experiences of to-day, it is surely a becoming act on the part of every
thinking person to inquire whether he or she is as definitely set on
reaching the only" desirable haven" (Ps. cvii. 30) as are the captains
<Jf the ships-that pass along with great swiftness-anxious to reach
their appointed harbour, or, to use another figure, as are the King's
special messengers (the" posts ") anxious to arrive at their appointed
destination with the utmost promptitude.
The illustration of swift-sailing ships is remarkably striking,
because, when circumstances permit, a ship proceeds on its course day
and night. The sailors have to take their period of rest, but the ship
knows no real rest from the time it leaves one port until its arrival at
the next calling pla,ce. It is thus with Time. It is thus with men and
women's lives. It is not possible to make Time halt. It cannot be
made to anchor, or to reef its sails. Time cannot possibly be stopped
until its course is run, and all the while Time, like a ship, is carrying
forward its burden of " passengers" to one or other of the only possible
destinations. Passengers may wander about a ship's deck, sometimes
walking forward, sometimes moving in the opposite direction, sometimes remaining still, but their actions do not alter the ship's course.
It is ever hurrying forward, regardless of what its passengers may be
doing. It is thus with Time. It is thus with men and women's lives.
They are passing rapidly away. _
On board a ship there may be passengers of many different characters. Some may try to "kill time," some may seek to improve
every moment, some may be praying in their cabin, whilst others may
be gambling as to how many miles the ship may have sailed in twentyfour hours. In like manner" Time" carries forward on its bosom all
sorts and conditions of men and women, but as with a ship's voyage, so
with each individual's life, it must come to an end. A landing will
have to be made. Where shall it be ?
At some ports passengers cannot land without a proper passport.
At the " Harbour of Eternal Rest" none can by any possibility land
unless they have upon them the unmistakeable mark of citizenship.
They must have been redeemed to God by the Precious Blood of Christ,
and this will gain them entrance, even though by nature they have
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belonged to different kindreds, t,Qngues, people and nations (see Rev.
v.9). He Who hath redeemed them hath made them one (Eph. ii. 14;
Col. i. 20-22). "They are no more strangers and foreigners but fellowcitizens with the saints and of the household of God" (Eph. ii. 19).
Seeing that this is an absolute fact, " what manner of persons ought
ye to be in all holy conversation (or conduct) and godliness? " (2 Pet.
iii. 11). Let each one seek to "pass the time of their sojourning
here in fear" (or reverence) (1 Pet. i. 17). Let each and all inquire
whether they" have believed God's promises and been persuaded of
them and embraced them and confessed to being strangers and pilgrims
on the earth" (see Heb. xi. 13).
Those who thus act declare plainly, with Abraham, that they seek
and desire another and a better country than this earth, they long for
the heavenly country and for them God hath prepared such a habitation
as it has not entered into the mind of man to picture (see Heb. xi. 14-16 ;
1 Cor. ii. 9).
A passenger ship may be (and most are) very comfortable, but no
person who loves home and country and relatives desires to make such
a ship his or her dwelling place. God has created this earth very
beautiful, and there are many comforts provided for all, but none who
know the Lord Jesus as a personal Saviour, none who know God
reconciled to them and therefore know Him as their Father, none who
know the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier and Comforter, desire to make this
earth their home. Heaven is their Home and their Country, and they
look forward with joy to the day when their journey here shall be completed and they shall land on " fair Canaan's coast" and be " for ever
with the Lord" (1 Thess. iv. 17).
When it was brought to the notice of King Ahasuerus that there
was only just enough time in which to prevent the execution of wicked
Haman's plot to destroy the Jews-and if they had ALL been destroyed
the promises of God would have failed and this was Satan's hope-the
king at once took steps to deliver the Jews. He sent forth his proclamation: "So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out, being
hastened and pressed on by the king's commandment" (Esther viii. 14).
Haman, the tool of Satan, h,ad determined that all the Jews, men,
women and children, were to be killed in one day (Esther iii. 13). The
king's proclamation gave the Jews the right to defend themselves. It
could do no more. Satan has planned to destroy men and women
eternally. The KING of kings and LORD of lords has devised and
perfected a way of deliverance. He is the Refuge and Hiding Place
(Ps. xlvi. 1). He says, " Come unto Me . . . and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 28), that is, I will be your sure Hiding Place (Isa. iv. 6) ;
but alas! alas! He has to say to many, " Ye will not come to Me,
that ye might have life" (John v. 40).
P. I. B.
"THE Church . . . can bring the Gospel to bear upon the vilest,
without the aid of a fiddle or a flag."-The late Canon Edward Hoore.

-

The Gospel Magazine

128

BROKEN THINGS.

..:

WE are all feeling very broken to-day: England has mourned the loss
of her King, and not only the Empire, but a large proportion of the
world, has mourned with her. It has been an amazing spectacle-to
see three quarters of a million people passing the bier in silent and
reverent homage. And, then, what must the representatives of
Foreign States have thought of the trustful words of the simple but
sublime burial service at Windsor? Specially Representatives of
Nations that are seeking to cast off all thoughts of the God of the
Bible.
Broken! There is much about brokenness in the Scriptures. Some
things cannot be broken. Not a bone of the Passover Lamb must be
broken; not a bone of the Lord's mystical body can be broken, lost,
severed from the Head.
The Word of the Lord cannot be broken (John x. 35). Sceptics may
wrench and twist it, but they only injure themselves.
But there are other things that are broken. A broken heart (Ps.
ti.). "A broken and a bruised (contrite) heart, 0 God, Thou wilt
not despise." Oh! the grace of it! when a poor servant of God (like
David or Peter) falls into the mire (either carnally or spiritually).
How tenderly does the Lord cleanse and restore, comfort and re-instate
the repentant one! What stories of r!lstoration will the "sheep"
of Ps. xxiii. 3 have to tell, if such things are remembered in the gloryland! And He pardons and comforts the sinner who for the first time
brings his guilt to a forgiving Saviour. But hearts can be broken,
not only by sin, but by overpowering sorrow, and we hear the tender
cadence over our own particular bit of desert, " He healeth the broken
in heart and bindeth up their wounds" (grief, marg.). We could not
bear any touch but His, but He never gives needless pain, and His
touch makes the grief worth while. To bind up the broken-hearted
was one of the things He was specially sent for! (Isa. !xi. 1).
Moreover, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani " tells of utter brokenness,
and all on our account. When we first see Him face to face, the
memory of His death on our behalf will occur to our grateful hearts,
and that, in order that we may adore Him. His body was broken for
us. At The Feast we should remember that His Resurrection body
is on the Throne, and that we only keep the feast" Till He come."
Mary broke her treasured alabaster box on Him, pouring forth its
perfume, so that all that were in the house enjoyed it. Have we any
treasured " alabaster boxes" that we might bring to Him? They
have to be broken to be of use. They cannot be recalled or taken for
our own use afterwards. Many years ago in a hamlet a small mothers'
meeting was held. One woman used to attend who had been brought
to the Saviour after she was forty. She, one day, carried a little box
to the leader, and shyly presented it to her. "Not for you, Miss-it's
for the Lord, but I give it to you," she said, timidly. The box contained a small silver photograph frame. Some" alabaster boxes"
9
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have unexpected forms! That woman was poor and must have
found it costly to buy her gift. He knows.
Warriors need strengthening, so that, like David, " a bow of steel"
is "broken" by their arms (Ps. xviii. 34). Do we know anything
practically of warriorship under the banner of Truth ?
May we know in experience much of His service, and His tenderness
in dealing with bruised and broken lives and hearts. And let us pray
daily for our widowed Queen, so brave throughout, and a true follower
of the Lord Jesus. Also for our new King whose needs only God can
A. E. W.
fully gauge.
CAST DOWN AND DISQUIETED.
" WHY art thou cast down, 0 my soul? And why art thou disquieted
within me?" Thus" the sweet psalmist of Israel" spake when he
was overwhelmed with trial. Depression of spirit and disquietude of
soul enter into the experience of all God's children. Even the great
prophet Elijah, who stood forth so courageously on Mount Carmel as
the champion of the true God, subsequently sat down under a juniper
tree in a spirit of despondency. David was cast down because he was
shut off from the manifested presence of God. He was obliged to flee
from Jerusalem in consequence of the rebellion of Absalom, and he
was thus shut off from the ark of the Covenant, and from the manifested
glory of Him Who dwelt between the cherubims. Hence he cried,
" As the heart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul
after Thee, 0 God." There is now no localization of the pre ence of
God, but the Lord's people may be shut out from His felt presence.
It may be due to sin, or it may have no connection with any tolerated
disobedience. At such times it seems as if God had forgotten His
people, and they are constrained to say, " How long wilt Thou forget
me, 0 Lord-for ever? How long wilt Thou hide Thy face from me ? "
The-taunts of the ungodly may produce depression of spirit. When
trouble comes upon the godly, the world may say, " Where is now thy
God? Where is He in Whom you trusted and on Whom you relied?
Where is His faithfulness and love of which you formerly spoke?
And the believer may give way"to doubt and unbelief and imagine that
the Lord has forgotten t{) be gracious, and that His mercy is clean gone
for ever. He feels that God's hand i heavy upon him in chastisement.
He cries, " Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of Thy waterspouts; all
Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over me." Jonah felt so keenly
God's dealings with Him that he said, " I am cast out of Thy sight."
But whether the cause of our trials be tolerated sin, or whether our God
is merely exercising that parental discipline over His beloved children
which is needed for their spiritual upbringing, we may always be confident that" the Lord will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake
His inheritance." What did David do when he was cast down?
First, he fell to prayer. The God in Whom He trusted was not confined
to Jerusalem. And so he said, "0 my God, my soul is cast down

The Gospel Magazine

125

within me: therefore will I remember Thee from the land of Jordan."
If you are cast down, dear fellow-believer, tell the Lord about it. Cast
the trial of depression upon Him. "He knoweth our frame; He
remembereth that we are dust." He will sympathize with thee. He
will cheer thee, for He is the " God that comforteth those that are
cast down."
Next, David realized afresh what God is to His people. He called
Him" the living God," " my rock," " the God of my strength," " the
God of my life," " my God," " God, my exceeding joy." Our God still
lives to help His distressed people. He is their rock-foundation. He
is their strength, their joy, their Covenant God. Our trials may be
many, our way be dark, our difficulties seemingly insurmountable,
" Yet the Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime, and
in the night His song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God
of my life." The case of the believer is never really hopeless, for the
God of hope is on his side. He will never abandon the objects of His
eternal and redeeming ·love. Let us, then, encourage ourselves in the
Lord our God. Let us " remember the years of the right hand of the
Most High." Let us call to mind His former mercies, the past displays
of His power and faithfulness on our behalf, and realizing that He is
the same yesterday, to-day and for ever, let us say to our souls, " Hope
thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of my
countenance, and my God." By His mercy our harps will be taken
down from the willows, and loud to the praise of our God will every
string awake.
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" EBEN-EZER."
THE PLACE OF DEFEAT AND VICTORY.

WE know that "the things which happened aforetime were written
for our admonition"; and, moreover, that the history of God's ancient
people is typical of His dealings in grace with His people now.
We have in the First Book of Samuel a most instructive record of
events connected with Eben-ezer-" the Stone of Help." There are
three outstanding events in its history; and an attentive consideration
of the first and second of these events enables us to trace more clearly
the meaning of the third.
The time was one of crisis and difficulty in Israel. The rule of the
judges was drawing to a close in the person of Samuel; and the nation
desired to be ruled as other nations by a king. In this we trace the
downward tendency of everything in the heart of man since the Fall.
On every page of the Bible we may read our proneness to depart from
the living God and His marvellous longsuffering and mercy.
In the call of Samuel to be a prophet God had told him of His coming
judgment upon Eli and his sons; and the time drew near for the fulfilment. "Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and
pitched beside Eben-ezer" (1 Sam. iv. 1). The first result was a check
with slaughter, followed by bringing the ark of God from Shiloh into
the camp; but God had decreed a further measure of chastisement.
Finally, the ark of God was taken by the Philistines, and the two sons
of Eli were slain.
As the ark was the symbol of God's presence among His people, its
capture was the greatest calamity that could have come upon Israel
at that time. Thus, when the aged Eli, sitting by the wayside waiting
to know the issue of the battle, heard what had taken place, he fell
from his seat, and died. The glory had departed;; and for a season
God had withdrawn the manifestations of His presence from His people.
" As for Ephraim, their glory shall flyaway like a bird . . . yea, woe
also to them when I depart from them" (Hosea ix. 11, 12).
The next step in this history is that " the Philistines took the ark
of God, and brought it from E1)en-ezer unto Ashdod, and brought it
into the house of Dagon" (1 Sam. v. 1). Surely now the misery of
Israel is complete. But the triumph of the Philistines is not complete.
The presence of the ark was a source of judgment in each of the three
cities into which it was taken, until at length there was" a deadly
destruction, and the cry of Ekron went up to heaven."
In all this we see the sovereignty of our God in the selection of the
various forms of chastisement wherewith He tries His people, and how
He is pleased to administer wrath to those who distress them, while
reserving mercy for His loved ones. "He will not always chide, neither
will He keep His anger for ever." Dagon must fall wherever God
comes; and the ark shall be safe even in the place of danger. "Rejoice
not against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise. . . . I will
bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him,
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until He plead my cause, and execute judgment for me " (Micah vii.
,
8, 9).
The Philistines kept the ark for seven months, and then were made to
deliver it up to Israel.
This brings us to the third stage in the history of Eben-ezer-deliverance and victory. The ark was brought to Kirjath-jearim, where it
remained for twenty years, a period of weariness, until a desire began
to break forth for a return of true prosperity. The record of this
occupies the seventh chapter of the First Book of Samuel.
Samuel called the people together for confession of their sin, and
the putting away of their idolatry. He offered a lamb in sacrifice, and
prayed to the Lord for Israel; and the Lord heard him. Even while
thus engaged, the Philistines drew near to fight with Israel; but God's
time had now come to give His people deliverance, and the Philistines
were discomfited. "Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between
Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us."
Beloved reader, will you not confess with the writer that some of
your greatest victories have been gained on the very spot of your
sorest defeats? Who loved his Lord more than the loving Peter who
had thrice denied that he knew Him? The trial of faith (1 Pet. i. 7) is
precious as well as the faith that is tried; and victory by defeat has
been the experience of the Church of God all down the ages. It is still
" in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not My people, that
it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God" (Hosea
.i. 10). It is still the valley of Achor that is the door of hope. This is
often interpreted, and rightly so, as teaching that the trouble is the
gateway to the promised blessing. But we find in Joshua xv. 7 that
the valley of Achor " looked toward Gilgal," which afterwards became
a centre of idolatry, as traced out in the prophecy of Hosea. "All
their wickedness is in Gilgal, for there I hated them: for the wickedness
of their doings I will drive them out of Mine house; I will love them no
more" (Hosea ix. 15). But" will He be favourable no more? Doth
the Lord cast off for ever?" No! when the idols are put away, when
the sin is confessed and hated, He returns with double love; and
therefore Hosea ends his prophecy with words of richest grace. "I will
heal their backsliding, I will love them freely; for Mine anger is turned
away from him." And then" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink:
Each sweet Eben-ezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
Wimbledon Park.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

" LE'!' the name of George Whitefield perish, so long as Christ is exalted."
- Whitefield.
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THE MORNING STAR.
IT was with a sorrowful heart that I rose on the morning after our
King had passed away-the King who was so loved and honoured by
the people of his Empire, and to whom he was as a father. The
shouting of the newspaper boys in the early hours of that morning
had told me that all was over, and that the sad watch that England
had kept at the bedside was ended. I sat down to my reading as
usual, but my thoughts were very mournful, and in the chapter of
the Bible where I was reading there seemed no especial comfort, no
promise applicable to the particular need. Presently I heard the click
of the gate and a well-known sound which meant that the morning
papers were being pushed under the door. I thought I would go at
once to see the news, so I crept noiselessly down the stairs through
the sleeping house, and picked up my paper. The morning was still
as dark as night, but as I came up the stairs again, I was suddenly
arrested by the sight that met my eyes through the little back
window. Nearly all the sky within the frame was covered by heavy
rolling clouds, dark and lowering, but far away to the south the black
edge of the cloud was turned back like a scroll to reveal a little patch
of clear sky. It was of the palest, clearest green, like a duck's egg,
and in it lay the last quarter of the dying moon, still glowing with
a faint gleam of pearly light. Beside the moon there hung a star-a
star that flashed and glowed and sparkled with a living light, transcendent and victorious! When I saw that star, it was as if an arrow
of hope pierced through the sadness of my heart. For who can look
unmoved upon the morning star ~ As the rainbow in the cloud reminds
us of the everlasting Covenant of God, so the morning star reminds us
of His Everlasting Son, Who has abolished death, and brought life
and immortality to light.
What a giant is death, the enemy that enters into our very homes,
and so relentlessly removes our dear ones from us. No power on earth
can stem that foe-neither wealth, nor fame, nor learning, not even
love itself. Then how glorious it is to think that the time will come
when this enemy will be destroyed for ever. Not until the end of
all things will the time be, for the last enemy to be destroyed is death;
then death shall be cast into the lake of fire, and in the new heavens
and the new earth there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying.
But meanwhile He Who is " the bright and. Morning Star" is said
already to have abolished death; how has He done this ~ Not by
destroying death as yet, but by a glorious mystery-He implants in
the heart of everyone of His believing people the seed of everlasting
life; so that if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your
only Saviour, death can be of no account to you, it can have no power
at all against that living germ within you which nothing can kill.

....
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" He t.hat believeth in Me," said Jesus, "though he were dead, yet
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never
die." He said those words to poor Martha, so sorrowful that her
dear brother Lazarus was. lying dead; and then He asked her if she
believed what He said. And that is what matters to you; do you
believe ~ To believe in the Lord Jesus as the Son of God is to know
in your inmost heart that without Him there is no hope for your soul,
that there is none other Name whereby we must be saved, and that
He is able to save the helpless sinner and clothe him with His Own
righteousness.
The wise men saw His star in the east, and came to worship Him;
I think it was His star I saw that dark morning, for it brought me to
His feet to worship Him, Who is Himself the Daystar arising in our
hearts.
DAMARIS.
CHRIST MADE A CURSE.
WHO made Him a curse ~ His Father. Men were the instruments
of His crucifixion, but the curse was not in their action. The curse
was in that word, " Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd, against
the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts: smite the
Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." The sword, the Divine
sword, the Father's sword, the angry sword that was to be made fat
in the precious blood of the Surety-that brought the curse to Him.
You who have had the presence of God, feel His absence when He is
away; it is a grief to you to suffer His absence; especially when you
believe and feel that sin brought that absence into your experience.
Christ was eternally in the bosom of His Father. The mutual delight
in the Trinity is almost beyond conception, how each Person delights
in the Others; and vet the Second Person, the Son of God in our
nature, suffered the desertion of His Father. "My God, My God,"
He said, " Why has Thou forsaken Me ~" There is only one answer,
and that is that Christ was then under the curse. "Christ hath
redeemed us," purchased us with His own blood. For that is what
is in this word, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a Curse for us." The curse did not come on Him
causeless; it could only pass away from His sinful people by
falling on Him.
Careless Christian, remember this-God give you to feel it and
give each child of His to feel it-that the curse could not pass from us,
except it should fall on Christ. And yet we live as if it were little or
nothing, for the most part. Woe be to us! Is it wonderful that the
Lord is absent from u.s, when wo are so carnal, and care so little
about the dear, glorious, suffering Jesus Christ ~ We are far more
careful about these poor dying bodies than we are about our precious
souls, and what it cost Christ to deliver them from the law.
PASTOR J. K. POPHAM.
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In flflemortam.
THE LATE MRS. M. M. WRIGHTEM.
WE have received from Mr. S. Hay Wrightem the following touching
account of the Home Call of his dear mother.
"113, WESTBOURNE TERRACE,
"LONDON, 'V.2,
" January 10th, 1936.
"DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" , Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.' How truly I can
say this of my late beloved mother (Mrs. Martha Morris Wrightem,
wife of Thomas Wilton Wrightem), who entered' Glory,' December 11th
(nearly 92 years of age).
-" As a little child I remember the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was a household
word with us, and dear Dr. Doudney was considered by my mother
as one of God's greatest saints. The passing of a precious loved one
is always a great sadness for those who remain, and only 'the God
of all comfort' can comfort them, but how blessed the ' Passing' is to
those who go to be with their Lord. 'Death' is alway.~ an ' Enemy/but
to those who' die in the Lord' the' sting' is gone.
"My beloved mother, of godly parents, knew from youth Peace
with God' through the Blood of His Cross,' and her favourite verse
was.. In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy Salvation see;
My sins deserve eternal death,
Bnt Jesus died for me."
" Towards the end she knew much pain, but at the end only peace.
" In July last she had a fall, fracturing her hip, and she suffered
greatly, and was confined to her bed, but conscious and vital until
within twenty-four hours of 'passing.' Then gradually and gently
she' slept away,' to awake in ' Glory.'
" Towards the end I took her in my arms, and sang gently to her,
, Safe in the Arms of Jesus.'
She nestled closer in my arms and was happy; for it was the Hymn
she used to sing us to sleep with, when we were wee children.
" Her' passing' makes Heaven seem so remarkably near and real,
and in spite of the 'blank' caused by her bodily absence, I cannot
keep from praising God for her ' Joy.' "
Oh, think I to step on shore, and that Shore Heaven I
To take hold of a Hand and that God's Hand I
To breathe a new air, and feel it Celestial air!
To be invigorated, and know it Immortality!
Oh think! to pass from the storm and the tempest
To one unbroken calm I
To wake up, and find it Glory!
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" As a little token of my mother's nearly life long love for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, I send you the enclosed gift for GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund,
and remain,
Yours very sincerely,
S. HAy WRIGHTEM."

SELF-DENYING LIBERALITY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" How pleasing to Christ is self-denying liberality in glVlng. This
is a lesson which is taught us in a striking manner by our Lord's commendation of a certain poor widow. We are told that He 'beheld
how the people cast in ' their voluntary contrihutions for God's service
into the public collecting box or 'treasury.' He saw 'many that
were rich casting in much.' At last He saw this poor widow cast in
all that ghe had for her daily maintenance. And then we hear Him
pronounce the solemn word, 'This poor woman hath cast in more
than they all '-more in the sight of Him Who looks not merely at
the amount given, but at the ability of the giver-not merely at the
quantity contributed, but at the motive and heart of the contributor.
There are few of our Lord's sayings so much overlooked as this.
There are thousands who remember all His doctrinal discourses, and
yet continue to forget this little incident in His earthly ministry. The
proof of this is to be seen in the meagre and sparing contributions
which are yearly made by Christ's Church to do good in the world.
The proof is to be seen in the miserably small incomes of all the Missionary Societies, in proportion to the wealth of the Churches. The
proof is to be seen in the long annual list of self-complacent guinea
subscribers, of whom many could easily give hundreds of pounds.
The stinginess of professing Christians in all matters which concern
God and religion, is one of the crying sins of the day, and one of the
worst signs of the times. The givers to Christ's cause are but a small
section of the visible Church. Not one person in twenty, probably,
knows anything of being rich tOwards God (Luke xii. 21).
The vast majority spend pounds on themselves, and give not even
pence to Christ.
Let us mourn over this state of things, and pray God to amend it.
Let us pray to Him to open men's eyes, and awake men's hearts, and
stir up a spirit of liberality. Above all, let us each do our own duty,
and give liberally and gladly to every Christian object, while we can.
There will be no giving when we are dead. Let us give as those
who remember that the eyes of Christ are upon us. He still sees
exactly what each gives, and knows exactly how much is left behind.
Above all, let us give as the disciples of a crucified Saviour, Who gave
Himself for us, body and soul, on the cross. Freely we have received.
Let us freely give."
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eOtttfiponlJenu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.--Our beloved King George V has passed away. Among
many things he will be remembered as the King who said of the Bible,
" The English Bible, the first of national treasures and the most valuable
thing that this world affords." May the Lord Jesus Christ comfort our
beloved Queen Mary and the Royal Family in their time of sorrow and
sadness. It may be interesting to our friends if I add the following
personal notes. As a book-mission to His Majesty's Forces, and being
His late Majesty's Jubilee Year, I sent to him and to the then H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales copies of my Report with a letter explaining my
state of health, which they both graciously accepted and sent me
appreciative replies. This was in December of last year. At Christmas I wrote thanking them for their kind acceptance of my Report,
also wishing the late King and the Prince of Wales a truly blessed
Christmas. While writing these letters I felt restrained from adding
the customary wishes for the New Year. In the light of recent events
it seems a remarkable thing that I should have thus been kept from
doing so. On Dec. 30th, 1935, the then H.R.H. the Prince of Wales
graciously sent me this message: "I am desired by the Prince of Wales
to acknowledge your letter of December 23rd, and to thank you for the
Christmas wishes addressed to His Royal Highness." Signed-Asst.
Private Secretary. It has cheered me somewhat in my present state
of health to know that several members of the Royal Family have
expressed much interest in the Report of the work which by the Lord's
help I am still able to do for the soldiers and sailors. "His Royal
Highness, the Duke of Connaught, bids me say that he was interested
to read the Report, and he hopes you may yet be spared a long while
to continue the good work in which you are engaged." The Rt. Hon.
the Earl of Athlone, K.G., sent this kind message: "His Lordship was
very much interested in reading the Report, and marvels at the work
you are able to do in spite of your physical disabilities. His Lordship
sends you his sincere wishes for the further continuance of your
wonderful work." On the death of His late beloved Majesty, King
Edward graciously sent me this letter: "The Private Secretary is
commanded by the King to thank Mr. R. E. Brider for his kind message
of sympathy in his great sorrow." For King Edward VIII we can all
pray that God in His great mercy will sustain and guide him in his
onerous duties and abundantly bless him all the days of his life, and
from our hearts pray, God save the King.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Touerdown, Bristol, 4.
February, 1936.

The Gospel Magazine

133

18rotef'tant 15eacou.
THE KING'S DEATH AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.

The Ohurch Times, the leading Anglo-Catholic weekly, in its issue of
Jan. 24th, said, " Most sincerely do we congratulate the B.B.C. on the
dignity and appropriateness of this weeks' broadcasts. . . . The programmes on both Monday and Tuesday evenings were moving and
absolutely right, and we particularly welcome the inclusion of the
prayer, ' Rest eternal grant to him, 0 Lord, and may light perpetual
shine upon him.' The curious Protestant horror of prayers for the
dead was, to a large extent, killed by the tragic losses of the war. . . .
Requiem Masses are now regularly said in English Churches, for bishops
as well as for lesser men, and there is a refreshing recognition among
the great mass of Churchpeople of the intimate contact of the Church
militant and the Church triumphant. The old prejudice, however,
continues in some places, and the B.B.C. has done real service in helping
to dissipate it."
So far we have not ourselves seen our way to invest in a wireless
apparatus, but it is evident from the quotation we have given that
this marvellous invention can be used to propagate error as well as
truth. Prayers for the dead King were resorted to very generally
we greatly regret to say.
ARCHBISHOPS AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
The special form of service drawn up by the Archbishop of Canterbury
in commemoration of the late King, and" to be used in all Churches in
England either on the day of the funeral or on the most convenient
day within the octave," contained the following prayers:
" Grant to us, 0 Lord, together with all Thy faithful departed, rest
and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord."
"May the Lord of His mercy grant to us, with all the faithful
departed, rest and peace."
No doubt decided Evangelicals would strike their pens through
these prayers, and decline to use them, but we deplore their presence
in these special forms.
In the Archbishop of Canterbury's sermon he said of the King,
" So he has passed from us-this man greatly beloved, God bless him
and keep him."
The leading article in the Church Times for Jan. 24th, was headed,
"KING GEORGE: GOD REST HIS SOUL," and in the course of the
article the writer said, "So his people are praying with complete
confidence that the prayer will be heard and answered:" Rest eternal, grant to him, 0 Lord, and may light perpetual shine
upon him!"
THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, addressing the joint Assembly of the
Convocation of the Northern Province, asked the members to stand
and join with him in the following prayer :-
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.. 0 Father of all, we commend to Thy merciful keeping Thy servant
George, till now our King and Governor. Grant him Thy peace; let
light perpetual shine upon him, and in Thy loving wisdom and almighty
power work in him the good purpose of Thy perpetual will; through
Jesus Christ our Lord."
No protest seems to have been made. Bishop Ryle, and Bishop
Straton, and Bishop Chavasse are dead, and with them Episcopal Protestantism is apparently dead also.
PRAYER FOR THE DEAD AT YORK MINSTER.

At York Minster the Dean bade the congregation to pray for the
soul of George V. "Many Requiems have been offered" in Bradford.
In many parish Churches- in the Sheffield diocese, "the Mass of
Requiem was attended by crowded congregations."
NONCONFORMISTS AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.

" At Chesterfield Parish Church a solemn high Mass of Requiem for
His Majesty King George V was celebrated at noon." The Mayor
and Corporation were present and the Mayor is a Congregationalist.
" A panegyric was delivered by the Pastor of Brampton Congregational
Church." What would Dr. John Owen thinJ~ of this? There were
Requiems at Wakefield, Exeter, and in Cornwall.
These are but specimens. A Journalist's Note-book in the Church
Times for Jan. 3] st says, " I was privileged to be present at Broadcasting House at the service' to the memory of His Majesty King
George' on Sunday evening. . . . It was, I thought, significant, that
the familiar prayer, 'Rest et,ernal grant to them, 0 Lord, and may
light perpetual shine upon them,' should have been said by a Scottish
Presbyterian Divine. And in this connection I note the conclusion of
the Archbishop's most moving address: 'The King is dead, God
receive him ! ' "
What would John Knox have said of a Presbyterian Divine offering a
prayer for the dead ?
A correspondent writes to say that a prayer for the dead was offered
in a West of England Cathedral.
No PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD AT ST. GEORGE'S WINDSOR.

At the actual funeral service, however, at St. George's, Windsor,
there were no prayers for the dead. The ordinary Burial Service was
used, with the exception that a special psalm and a special lesson from
the Revelation formed part of the service. This may be accounted
for by the fact that the King himself" motored from Fort Belvedere
to Windsor to discuss the funeral service with the Dean of Windsor"
(Church Times, Jan. 31st, p. 141). It is indeed a matter of thankfulness
that the actual funeral service was not marred by prayers which, being
unsanctioned by Scripture, were discarded by our martyred Reformers.
It is painful to draw att~ntion to this evil development of the Oxford
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Movement, but it is important it should be made clear that Protestant
members of the Church of England deeply deplore this encouragement
of practices which our Reformers deliberately rejected and condemned.
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND HOMILY.

The mind of the Church of England is sufficiently expressed on the
subject of prayers for the dead, in the third part of the Homily concerning
prayer. That Homily says, " Now to entreat of that question, whether
we ought to pray for them that are departed out of this world, or no !
Wherein if we will cleave only unto the Word of God, then must we
needs grant that we have no commandment so to do. For the
Scripture doth acknowledge but two places after this life, the one
proper to the elect and blessed of God, the other to the reprobate and
damned souls; as may be well gathered by the parable of Lazarus
and the rich man. . . . Neither let us dream any more that the souls
of the dead are anything at all holpen by our prayers: but, as the
Scripture teacheth us, let us think that the soul of man, passing out of
t,he body, goeth straightways either to heaven or else to hell, whereof
the one needeth no prayer, and the other is without redemption."
At present the use of prayers for the dead in the public services of
the Church of England is illegal. The recent Report on Church and
State, however, shows that the Anglo-Catholic party desire to have
freedom to change the character of Church of England services in a
Romish direction, without the interference or consent of Parliament.
They propose to endeavour to get a bill passed giving them power in
spiritual matters to legislate independently of Parliament. Whatever
may be said for or against an Established Church, it seems clear that
as things are this proposal should be uncompromisingly resisted. The
Church of England is intended to express " the Protestant Reformed
Religion established by law." When our King is crowned he is asked,
" Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the laws of God, the
true profession of the Gospel, and the Protestant Reformed Religion
Established by Law?" The answer of the King is, " All this I promise
to do." There would be an end of " the Protestant Religion," so far
as the Church of England is concerned, if the Anglo-Catholic party
could get their way.
It is sad in the extreme that the death of our beloved King should
be made the occasion of publicly manifesting the Romish doctrines
and practices of the Anglo-Catholics.

" I AM learning, though dull, how to eye Him in all things, as is my
privilege, so I find it my happiness, but alas, alas, I am a miserable
learner. However, I set out afresh and resolve not to give over aiming
at my lesson. Do ever so well, I would do better, for I see in Him
worlds of beauty and glory, which will take up a long eternity to study,
and what is best of all to enjoy."-Rev. W. Romaine, 1776.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE New Year's Meetings at our Camberwell and Hornsey Rise
Homes were greatly enjoyed. On Jan. 10th the inmates of the Hornsey
Rise Home were entertained to tea, after which a meeting was held,
presided over by Mr. Norris J. Parks. Mr. H. J. Webb read the
fourth chapter of Philippians, after which Mr. E. S. Marriott engaged
in prayer. The chairman gave an interesting address on " Prayer."
The Rev. R. Robinson gave a profitable address on " Pilgrims," and
Mr. Hoult made a few remarks on the goodness of God.
On Jan. 14th a good number of friends gathered for tea at Camberwell,
and afterwards a meeting was held, presided over by Mr. H. J. Webb.
Mr. Blackman read a portion of Scripture, and Mr. Edwards offered
prayer. The chairman's opening remarks on "Ministering to the
Saints" were much appreciated, as was also the address of Mr. E. S.
Marriott on " Time, past, present, and future." A few words from
Mr. Wakeley on " Happiness" closed a happy meeting.
The 1060 pensioners are most grateful for the regular help which
they receive.
As the financial vear closes on March 31st, the Committee will be
glad if friends wouid send in their subscriptions as early as possible.
Several valued helpers have passed away and new subscribers are
greatly needed to aid in carrying on this very valuable and necessary
help.
Meetings on behalf of the Society will (D.V.) be held as follows.
Service in the evening at Ebenezer Chapel, Brighton, on the 9th,
and at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, on the 10th, at Prittlewell on the
25th, and Lynton Road, Bermondsey, on the 26th.

MINISTERS NOT INFALLIBLE.
" CHRISTIANS must beware of depending too much on ordained men.
They must not look up to ministers as Popes, or regard them as infallible. The orders of no Church confer infallibility, whether they be
Episcopal, Presbyterian, or Independent. Bishops, Priests, and
Deacons, at their best, are only flesh and blood, and may err both in
doctrine and practice, as well as the chief priests and elders of the Jews.
Their acts and teachings must always be t.ested by the Word of God.
They must be followed so far as they follow Scripture, and no further.
There is only one Priest and Bishop of souls Who makes no mistakes.
That one is the Lord Jesus Christ. In Him alone is no weakness,
no failure, no shadow of infirmity. Let us learn to lean more entirely
on Him. Let us 'call no man father upon earth' (Matt. xxiii. 9).
So doing, we shall never be ilisappointed."-The late Bishop J. C. Ryle.
" GOD is a Friend that will not fail us, when other friends do."Matthew Henry.
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:fl,ottces of 113ooks.

THE SALVATION OF GOD. By Oswald J. Smith. Pp. 128. Price 2/6.
(Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London.)
The author of this volume is the pastor of the People's Church,
Toronto. We have read it through with mingled feelings. Of the
author's keenness and earnestness there can be no doubt, but it seems
to us that the book is a jumble of truth and error about" The salvation
of God." Speaking generally, he seems to teach that Christ has
borne the full penalty of the sins of all men without exception. and
yet the majority of them will suffer the penalty of their sins in hell
because they failed to take the initial step to bring about their
salvation. The doctrine taught is that Christ wants to save men
but they will not let Him. "He will save you, if you will let Him"
(p. 89). "Jesus Christ longs to be your Saviour." "Will you have
Him now as a Saviour? " (p. 126.) The writer ignores the teaching
of the Epistle to the Romans, which says, "I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy. . . . So then it is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy" (Rom.
ix. 15, 16). The writer fails to realize that those who are born again
are " born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God" (John i. 13). "Of His Own will begat He us"
(James i. 18). Our spiritual birth is the outcome not of our will,
but of God's. The writer teaches that the new birth follows faith.
"If you believe in your heart . . • you will find yourself a new
creature" (p. 63). But surely a dead sinner must first be quickened
ere he believes. Believing in Christ is the evidence of spiritual birth.
Moreover, it is the outcome of the Divine purpose. "As many as
were ordained to eternal life helieved" (1 John v. 1; Acts xiii. 48).
On p. 37 we read, " Open the door of your heart to Jesus, and let
Him come in. He is waiting even now to enter. Yea! He is pleading for admission." He quotes Revelation iii. 20 in support of this,
but the words in that passage are not addressed to dead sinners.
They are spoken to a Church. How can a sinner, dead in sin, open
his own heart. Why does the writer ignore the teaching of Acts
xvi. 14, where we read of Lydia, " Whose heart the Lord opened"?
Before a dead sinner can believe or do anything spiritually pleasing
to God, he must be Divinely quickened. The writer ignores the
doctrine of human inability. Our Lord says, " No man can come to
Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44).
On the other hand, He says, " All that the Father giveth Me shall
come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out"
(John vi. 37). These words definitely secure the certain and eternal
salvation of all the elect people of God. The Lord Himself brings
them, and He says, " they shall hear My voice." Moreover, He says,
"I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish." He
does not offer eternal life to them, but He bestows it. When He
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raised Lazarus from the grave, He did not" offer" him life to accept
it or reject it, He bestowed it.
It is remarkable that we never once read in the New Testament
of eternal life, pardon, or any spiritual blessing being " offered" to
men. If Christ and His apostles preached the Gospel without using
the word" offer," why should not we follow their example ~
We would point out that the personal pronouns in such passages
as, "Christ died for our sins," and" Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law," are in each case said of believers, and not of
men generally.
The teaching of this book is that "the Holy Spirit" follows a
sinner all the days of his life; Christ is offered, mercy is offered,
everlasting life is offered, but the sinner is lost because he would not
be saved. Christ was standing at the door of the sinner's heart,
" yearning and longing to enter," but the lock is on the inside (pp.
66, 79). Thus the Spirit and Christ are helpless, unless the sinner
of his own free will" closes with the offer of mercy." Yet our Lord
teaches that" no man can come to Me except the Father which hath
.sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44). Moreover, nothing can be plainer
than the teaching of Romans viii. 29, 30, that all whom God foreknew
and predestinated will certainly, in due time, be called, justified, and
glorified.
It is remarkable, too, that this writer suggests that the ark made
by Noah was intended for others besides Noah and his family (pp.
81, 82). They perished, he says, because" they had neglected to
enter the ark."
The writer of this book, so it seems to us, fails to realize that God
begins, carries on, and completes the work of the salvation of His
people (Phi!. i. 6).
ETIDOPIA IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY. Pp. 32. Price 6d. (Missionary Service Bureau, 18, John Street, Bedford Row, London,
W.C.!.)
This pamphlet contains" an ~rgent plea for prayer from the Ethiopia
Prayer League to Christians everywhere for the preservation of Evangelical Missionary work in that kingdom." Six Protestant Societies
are now working in the country, and they have 170 missionaries
between them. It is felt that if the country is Italianized all Protestant
work will be qnietly extinguished.

"Cain departed immediately from the mode of worship God set
up in the world, and we are told now that on Harvest Thanksgiving
day, you will find Churches full of turnips, and that sort of thing.
What does that mean ~ It simply means that they are going back
to the worship of Cain."-(Free Presbyterian Magazine.)

