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.. Who comforteth US in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CoRINTllIANS i. 4.

THE SHEEPFOLD, THE DOOR, AND THE SHEPHERD.
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into
the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief
and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep."-JoHN x. 1, 2.

THESE words form part of a parable spoken by our LORD to the
Pharisees and others. (See John ix. 40, 41; x.19-21.) The whole
parable or figure employed by our LORD is intended to teach who
is a true shepherd and who is a false one. There is a contrast
between the shepherd in the second verse and the shepherd in
the eleventh verse. Literally, the second verse speaks of "a
shepherd of the sheep," and refers primarily to under shepherds.
The eleventh verse speaks of "the shepherd." CHRIST says of
Himself, "I am the good SHEPHERD: the good shepherd giveth
His life for the sheep." CHRIST is pre-eminently the great SHEPHERD of the sheep, Who purchased the flock with His Own blood.
No teaching of CHRIST is without its use for the family of GOD,
and each member of the family should prayerfully seek to profit
by every portion of the inspired Word. There are, no doubt,
portions of Scripture to which we are more drawn than to other
portions, but" all Scripture is profitable," and our prayer should
be that GOD would teach us to profit by every part of His inspired
Word.
Let us prayerfully consider the spiritual teaching of this parable
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(see verse 6). Our LORD'S hearers" understood not what things
they were which He spake unto them," but He can open orir understandings that we may understand this Scripture.
1. First consider what is meant by "the sheepfold."
The word translated "fold" means literally "that roofless
enclosure in the open country in which flocks were herded at night."
It was an enclosure which separated the sheep from every thing
outside. Dr. David Brown calls it "that sacred enclosure of
GOD'S true people." Dr. Gill says, "By the sheepfold is meant
the Church of GOD."
The enclosure and the sheep seem to be regarded as one, and
they point to that holy separation from the world which marks
all the true people of GOD. When, through infinite grace, they
are born again by the power of the SPIRIT, they are separated from
the spiritually dead world around them. They become a distinct
and separate people. Like Israel of old, "they are separated
from all the people that are upon the face of the earth" (Exod.
xxxiii. 16).
They are no longer of the world, but they are" chosen out of the
world." Our LORD says distinctly, "they are not of the world,"
even as He Himself was not of the world. They are in the world,
but not of it.
There is an eternal distinction between the called out, living,
and saved Church of GOD, and the world which lieth in the wicked
one. They are washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of
the LORD JESUS and by the SPIRIT of our GOD. (See John XL
19; xvii. 15.) They are thus set apart from the world, and they
need to remember this continually, and beware of all fellowship
with the world. "Know ye not that the friendship of the world
is enmity with GOD 1" That is a solemn question, and it is
followed by an equally solemn declaration: "Whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of GOD" (James iv. 4).
The customs, pleasures, books, music, and principles of the
world are generally antagonistic to the teachings of Scripture,
and the believer is bidden to come out and be separate, and touch
not the unclean thing. We need to be continually on our guard
against worldly entanglements. There is a right sense in which
we need to be suspicious of every proposal which comes from the
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world. Quite unconsciously we are easily drawn into associations
and ways which ill become the saints of GOD.
2. Secondly, let us consider what is meant by the door.
There is a door into the sheepfold, a way of entrance into the
true Church of GOD. What is that door ~ Our LORD Himself
answers the question. He says, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
I am the door of the sheep." "I am the door: by Me if any man
enter in, he shall be saved" (John x. 7, 9).
Only through Him can any man enter the Church of the living
GOD, the flock which He hath purchased with His Own blood. He
is the only door of entrance. Only by Him or through Him can
any man be manifestly numbered amongst the sheep of GOD'S
pasture. Only through His blood and righteousness can any man
be saved. "Neither is there salvation in any other; for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). He, and He alone, is the way, the
truth, and the life. No man cometh unto the FATHER, but by
Him. "Through Him we have access by one SPIRIT unto the
FATHER" (Eph. ii. 18).
Through His blood we enter the holiest. Through Him we
obtain mercy and grace to help in time of need. Through Him we
are saved now, and through Him we shall obtain salvation in its
fullest and completest sense when He comes again. The man
who enters through this door is saved and called with an holy
calling. He goes in and out and finds pasture for his soul. He
is fed, nourished, guided, kept and blest now, and He will be glorified hereafter. There is only one Door, One Mediator, one SAVIOUR.
3. Thirdly, consider what is meant by a thief and a robber.
There is a distinction between the two words, though both are
applied to the same person. The word translated "thief" means
one who steals by stealth, i.e., secretly, in an underhand way. The
word translated "robber" means "a robber, a plunderer, freebooter, brigand." Hence, he is so hardened in crime that he does
not mind stealing openly. He has no love for the sheep. Hence
he comes "to steal, and to kill, and to destroy" (John x. 10).
A thief and a robber enters the fold not by the door, but he
" climbeth up some other way." The words, "He that entereth
in by the door is a shepherd of the sheep" show that our LORD is
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here speaking of under-shepherds. Of these, there were two
l..'inds, those who ignored the door and those who entered by the
door. Who are these shepherds ~ They are those who exercised
authority over the sheep before our LORD'S incarnation, and
speaking of those who entered the fold by a way other than the
door, the LORD says, "All that ever came before Me are thieves
and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them" (John x. 8).
The kings of Israel were the under-shepherds of GOD'S people in
Old Testament times. When Micaiah the prophet predicted the
death of Ahab at Ramoth Gilead, he said, " I saw all Israel scattered
upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the LORD
said, These have no master: let them return every man to his
house in peace." The death of Ahab would deprive Israel of their
shepherd. Ahab, however, was an idolatrous king. Like the
majority of the kings he was a shepherd who had not the spiritual
interests of the sheep at heart. Such men our LORD says were
" thieves and robbers." They did not enter the fold through the
door. They climbed up some other way. They ignored CHRIST,
the Door. They did not look forward to His coming. They were
destitute of faith in Him. Hence they used their power to deprive
the sheep of all spiritual privileges. CHRIST, the great hepherd
of the sheep, came to bestow life and an abundance of spiritual
blessings upon His sheep. The idolatrous kings and false prophets
were like thieves who come amongst the sheep "to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy" (John x. 10).
All the people of Israel were in an outward sense the people
of GOD'S pasture and the sheep of His. hand (Ps. xcv. 7), but within
the nation there was an elect remnant who alone were GoD'S true
sheep, such as the seven thousand who did not bow the knee to
Baal. These true sheep did not hear. the false shepherds. They
had discerning minds, and through GOD'S grace, they did not listen
to the voices of the thieves and robbers (John x. 8). Then, as now,
there was a remnant according to the election of grace.
There were good under-shepherds like David, Hezekiah, Jehoshaphat, and J osiah, but the majority were shepherds who entered
not by the Door. The distinguishing mark of a false shepherd is
that he ignores the Door. He rejects CHRIST Who is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life. He does not perceive Him to be the only way
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of pardon, peace, access, and all spiritual blessings. CHRIST is
not precious to his own soul, and he is therefore incapable of being
-a true shepherd of CHRIST'S blood-bought sheep.
Unconverted ministers are men who have not entered the sheepfold by the Door. Though they claim to be shepherds of the sheep,
our LORD describes them as "thieves and robbers." So far
from helping the sheep, their whole influence tends to damage and
injure them. In reference to such ministers our LORD warns the
sheep to beware of them. "Beware of false prophets, which come
to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves "
(Matt. vii. 15). If the sheep are to beware of them, they surely
should not sit under their ministry, nor attend their services.
Better stay at home, and spend the LORD'S day in private prayer
and study, than attend the ministry of" wolves in sheep's clothing."
Of His instructed and discerning people the LORD says, " A stranger
will they not follow but will flee from him" (John x. 5). "Flee
from him." Mark these words. Is your minister a false shepherd 1
Then" flee from him." Beware of attending his ministry. Beware of taking your children to his services. Beware of sending
your children to be educated by false shepherds. Beware of
churches and chapels where the minister is one who has climbed
into his position by a way other than the Door.
4. Lastly, consider what is meant by a true under-shepherd.
He is one who enters by the Door. "He that entereth in by
the Door is the (literally a shepherd) shepherd of the sheep." The
pastors whom CHRIST sets in the Church are those who enter the
fold by the Door. CHRIST is precious to them. They have become
convinced of their own lost and ruined condition, and they have
heard the good SHEPHERD saying to them, "Come unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." They
have seen Him as their Sin Bearer, and have themselves trusted
in His blood and righteousness. They have "come unto GOD by
Him," and GOD has welcomed and saved them. They are themselves believers in CHRIST as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Such being called and qualified by the SPIRIT are true shepherds
of the sheep. The sheep hear their teaching with delight, and are
nourished by the green pastures of GOD'S word to which they lead
them.
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What a mercy if you have a true, Divinely-called, sound, and
holy shepherd of the sheep. Beware of disheartening him by
failing to attend his ministry and by going after novelties. Moreover, as only he is a true shepherd who enters by the door, so no
one is manifestly numbered amongst the sheep unless he has
entered by the door. CHRIST says, "I am the Door: by Me if
any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and
:find pasture." Can you say, "the LORD is my SHEPHERD "?
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE VOICE OF CHRIST IN THE GOSPEL.
HEAR what the voice of sov'reign grace
Sounds from the sacred Word"Ho, ye despairing sinners, come,
And trust upon the Lord."
My soul obeys th' almighty call,
And runs to this relief;
I would believe Thy promise, Lord;
Oh, help my unbelief.
To the dear fountain of Thy blood,
Incarnate God, I fly;
Here let me wash my spotted soul
From crimes of deepest dye.
A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind aJms I fall;
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
My Jesus and my all.
WATTS.

" THE more light we have, the more we shall see our own imperfection. Sinners we were when we began, sinners we shall find ourselves
as we go on; renewed, pardoned, justified-yet sinners to the very
last. Our absolute perfection is yet to come, and the expectation
of it is one reason why we should long for heaven."-Bishop J. O.Ryle.
" IF God would give unto you all created pleasures and build you a
Paradise of all created things, yet never be content until ye get Christ
Himself."-Rutherford.
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Yla!?f5ibe N otef5.
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

I.-LOVE, JOY, PEAOE.

....

-

"

" The fruit of the Spirit is love, ioy, peace."-GALATIANS v. 22.

" THE fruit of the Spirit" stands in contrast with "the works of
the flesh." These latter, as enumerated by the apostle, are seventeen in number, but evidently the number is not complete, for
he adds, "and such like." The ingredients of the fruit of the
Spirit are only nine in number. Fausset says, "It is proof of our
fallen state how much richer every vocabulary is in words for sins
than in those for graces." That is a solemn fact which should make
us realize how far from God we are by nature. Wherever we go
the fallen character of the human heart is the same. The heart
of everyone is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.
It is only by the power of the Spirit of God that the works of the
flesh can be counteracted. AB He is the Author of the new birth,
so He is the Author of the spiritual fruit of which the apostle here
speaks. From Him is our fruit found. He dwells in all the
regenerated and justified people of God, and as a result of His
indwelling presence and power spiritual fruit is more or less manifest
in them all. Those who are still dead in sin are destitute of spiritual
fruit, but those whom the Spirit has united to the true Vine bear
much fruit. "He that abideth in Me," says Christ, " and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit." AB the branch is in living
union with the vine, so the believer is in living, abiding and eternal
union with Christ. Hence, He bears much fruit. He may feel
how small and poor it is, but it is the necessary result of his being
in vital union with Christ that he "bringeth forth much fruit."
Christ abides or dwells in him by His Spirit, and the fruit of the
Spirit is the manifest result. There is no such doctrine in the
Bible as continuing in sin that grace may abound. All genuine
believers have" fruit unto holiness" (Rom. vi. 22). Yet they often
mourn over their comparative lack of fruit. They are ready to say,
"Lord, it is my chief complaint,
That my love is weak and faint" :
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but they go on to say,
" Yet I love Thee and adore-Oh! for grace to 16ve Thee more!"
As we think of the various manifestations of the fruit of the
Spirit we shall doubtless be deeply conscious of the poverty of that
fruit in our individual lives. May it also stimulate us to pray
that He may enable us by His mighty power to "walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work"
(Col. i. 10).
1. Now let us first notice that the fruit of the Spirit is love.
The outcome, the effect of the Spirit's presence, is love.
(1) He produces in the hearts of God's people a sense of God's
love to them.
The apostle says, "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost Which is given unto us" (Rom. v. 5).
The world in general has no realization of the depth, the intensity,
.the breadth, and the length of the love of God towards His people.
Absolute indifference in reference to that love characterizes men
in their spiritually dead state. But the Holy Ghost brings home
to the true people of God an increasing realization of the enormity
of their own sin, and an increasing realization of the eternity, the
unfathomableness, the greatness, and the wonder of God's love
to· them.
" God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8). "Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His on to be
the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10).
The same Spirit makes us conscious of the love of Christ which
passeth knowledge, and under the teaching of the Spirit we become
conscious of the love .which the Divine Spirit Himself has towards
those whom He brings into the enjoyment of all spiritual blessings.
What a mercy if He has borne witness to us that we are" beloved
of God."
(2) The Spirit produces in God's people the disposition to love God
in return for His love to them.
"Loved of my God, for Him again
With love intense -I burn;
Chosen of Thee, ere time began,
I choose Thee in return."
(Toplady.)]
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" We love Him, because He first loved us " (1 John iv. 19).
The Lord's people are described by the apostle as "them that
love God" (Rom. viii. 28). The love wherewith they love Him
is a fruit of the Spirit. Thus, how dependent we are upon the
Spirit for every spiritual grace. What have we that we did not
receive ~
(3) The Spirit produces love to the brethren.
We might have supposed that there would be no need of the
Spirit's power to enable us to love other members of God's family.
Experience shows, however, that sin mars the lives and ways of
all the children of God, and hence they are not all as lovable as
they should ·be. Our ways and peculiarities may often have an
irritating effect on others of the brethren. The Spirit, however,
controls us, and disposes us to love one another in greater or less
degree. In fact, the absence of such love indicates the absence
of spiritual life. "We know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death" (1 John iii. 14). There is always room for greater
evidences of love to the brethren. Hence the exhortations to
practise this grace. "Beloved, let us love one another: for love
is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love."
o how we all come short here. How we need to humble ourselves
,before God for at least our partial failure to love the brethren.
Our Lord says, " By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples,
if ye have love one to another," Christ loves us though we are
unworthy of His love. We should love the brethren, however
crooked and peculiar they are. " Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another."
"This Commandment have we from Him, That he who loveth
God l~ve His brother also." (1 John iv. 7, 8, 1~ 21; John xiii.
34, 35.)
When quarrels arise in the congregations of the saints or amongst
companies of God's people it is always due to the flesh. Sin is
always at the bottom of such quarrels, and those who are guilty
of the sin or error need to humble themselves before God. Faithful
contention for the faith, however, is compatible with love to God
and love to the brethren. True love to God involves jealousy for
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His truth. "Charity (love) rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
in the truth" (1 Cor. xiii. 6). He is not a troubler in Israel who,
because of his love to God and jealousy for His truth, is impelled,
like the Apostle Paul, to withstand an erring brother to the face.
We need to beware of a so-called love which embraces and welcomes
false teachers, and, on the plea of charity, condemns controversy
against sin and error.
On the other hand, we need to beware of exaggeration, harshness,
pride, and a lack of Christian courtesy in our stand against sin and
error. Let us tenaciously and uncompromisingly hold fast to the
truth of God. Let us earnestly contend for it, and give no encouragement to error or to sin. Yet let us remember that truth does
not need to be bolstered up by pride, harshness, and a want of
courtesy. Let us be unflinchingly firm and at the same time
humbly courteous. The love which the Holy Ghost produces" Suffereth long, and is kind . . . vaunteth not itself, is not puited up'
(1 Cor. xiii. 4).
(4) The Spirit produces love to our neighbours.
Neighbours are not always brethren/in the Lord, but the Divine
command is, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" ( ee
Rom. xiii. 9, 10). While we are to do good, "especially unto
them who are of the household of faith," we are also, as we have
opportunity, to "do good unto all men." Jeighbours are not
always neighbourly, but Christians should always be Christianly.
(5) The Spirit produces love to our enemies.
Hatred of enemies is neither an Old Testament nor aNew Testament doctrine. When the Apostle Paul wished to inculcate love
to enemies he referred God's- people to the teaching of the Old
Testament. Quoting Proverbs xxv. 21, 22, he said, "If thine
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head" (Rom. xii. 20).
Jewish teachers, not the Old Testament, said, "Thou shalt love
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy." Christ says to His disciples,
" Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you." It is thus that God's people prove that they are
imitators of God, as dear children.
He is a God " Who maketh His sun to rise on the evil" as well
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as on the good, and He sendeth rain on the unjust as well as on
the just (see Matt. v. 43-45). The Lord Himself prayed for His
murderers, and Stephen followed His example.
What a high standard is thus set before the people of God, and
as they look at it, do they not feel how much they come short of
it 1 Do we not need to pray that our" love may abound yet
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment" 1 (Phil. i. 9).
2. SfXondly, the Holy Spirit produces ioy in the believer.
"The fruit of the Spirit is joy." A sinner who is the chosen
object of God's mercy is washed, sanctified, and justified by the
Spirit of our God. The result is joy fills his soul. When Christian's
burden fell from his back he was " glad and lightsome, and said
with a merry heart, He hath given me rest by His sorrow, and life
by His death." Tears of joy and gratitude streamed down his
cheeks. When he was assured that his sins were forgiven, and
that he was clothed with Christ's imputed righteousness, he " gave
three leaps for joy," and said"Blessed cross! Blessed sepulchre! blessed rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me."
This is the experience of all who have been assured of the Spirit's
saving mercy. They go on their way ejoicing. They receive the
word " with joy of the Holy Ghost." (See Acts viii. 39; 1 Thess.
i. 6.) We are bidden to rejoice in the Lord alway, and the Spirit
enables us to rejoice in His Person, His offices, and in His work.
He enables us to regard Him as precious and as the chiefest among
ten thousand, and the altogether lovely. He enables us to rejoice
because our names are written in heaven, and to rejoice, even if
we are counted worthy to suffer shame for Christ's name. When
Paul and Silas were suffering keenly for Christ's name they were
enabled in the darkness of midnight, and while their feet were
fast in the stocks in the dungeon at Philippi, to pray and also to
sing praises unto God. (See Luke x. 20; Acts v. 41; xvi. 24, 25.)
It is the Spirit Wbo enables us to rise above present sorrows and
trials and to rejoice in the prospect of future blessedness. Our
Lord bids us to " leap for joy; for behold, your reward is great in
heaven" (Luke vi. 23), and the apostle teaches us that we can
" rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Rom. v. 2). Thus, though
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we are often sorrowful, yet by the Spirit's power we may at the
same time be "alway rejoicing." "The kingdom of God is not
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost" (Rom. xiv. 17).
"Joy is a fruit that wil(not grow
In nature's barren soil;
All we can boast, till Christ we know,
Is vanity and toil.
" But where the Lord has
And made His glories
There fruits of heavenly
Are found, and there

planted grace,
known;
joy and peace
alone."
(John Newton.)

3. Thirdly, the Spirit produces peace.
Through his operation the people of God are brought into the
enjoyment of peace with God. Being justified by faith they have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. They are reconciled to God through the death of His Son. God's judicial wrath
is pacified by the obedience unto death of their holy Surety and
Substitute. The Holy Spirit quickens the sinner, convinces him
of sin, and leads him to have faith in the blood and righteousness
of Christ. By faith in Christ he is justified, accounted righteous,
delivered from condemnation, pardoned, and Divinely welcomed
into God's family. Then harmony and peace reign between Him
and His reconciled God.
. All this blessed experience is due to the Spirit's work. The
fruit of that work is peace with God-an eternal reconciliation.
But there are many disturbing elements and many fears in the
believer's experience. The many crosses, small and large, that
come unexpectedly into our lives often rob us of calm and peace
of mind. Here again the Spirit operates. He enables the child
of God, in greater or less degree, to respond to the exhortation to
be anxious about nothing. 'ii..e result is that the peace of God
which passes all understanding guards the heart and mind in
Christ Jesus. Calm, quiet, trust in God is a fruit of the Spirit,
and where it prevails the assurance is experienced, "Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because
he trusteth in Thee" (Isa. xxvi. 3).
Fear and worry are due to a want of faith, but by the Spirit's
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enabling the child of God is often enabled to "rest in the Lord"
and to "wait patiently for Him." The promise is thus fulfilled:
" He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting
in the Lord" (Ps. cxii. 7) ..
The godly man is to "seek peace, and ensue it." He is to put
away" all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil
speaking, with all malice." He is to "follow after the things
which make for pea,ce." It is not always easy to do this. Some,
even of God's. children, are rather given to be cantankerous and
quarrelsome. We are all inclined to retaliate. But our great
Exemplar, " when He was reviled, reviled not again." Hence," If
it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men."
What grace we need to this end! What sel{control! What
watchfulness! What prayer! How often our prayer should be,
" May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
that we may abourid in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghost."
As we think of these three manifestations of the fruit of the
Spirit we must all feel how much we come short, but the apostle
says, "Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh." In other words, we need to depend more and more upon
the Spirit's power.
THE EDITOR.

SIMEON'S SENSE OF SIN.
" THERE are but two objects that I have ever desired for these forty
years to behold, the one is my own vileness, and the other is the
glory of God in the face of Jesus- Christ; and I have always thought
that they should be viewed together, just as Aaron confessed all the
sins of all Israel while he put them upon the head of the scapegoat.
The disease did not keep him from applying the remedy, nor did the
remedy keep him from feeling the disease. By this I seek to be not
only humble and thankful, but humbled in thankfulness before my
God and Saviour continually. . .. This experience has been now so
unintermitted for forty years that a thought only of some defect, or
of something that might have been done better, often draws from me
as deep a sigh as if I had committed the most enormous crime;
because it is viewed by me not as a mere grain of sand but as a grain
of sand added to an already accumulated mountain. . . . Hence then
my sighs and groans when in secret, and which, when least thought
of by me may have been noticed by others."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy
wingS."-PSALM xvii. 8.

IT was a time of absorbing and exacting strain and stress, and the
words of Dr. Watts:.. I am jealous of mine heart,
Lest it once from Thee depart."

constantly reminded one how sadly prone to wander and grow cold
are these treacherous hearts of ours, and bitter then the soul's experience when the cry is wrung from the depths through sorrow of deprivation: "My Beloved had withdrawn Himself." And so the spirit was
stirred up and the words became almost habitual in the midst of all
the counter claims, "Let me walk closer to Thee. Keep me close;
keep me as the apple of the eye; hide me from all that would harm
my soul and destroy my peace. Keep me, for I am holy," The
soul hungered after living Bread, whilst the body was pressed out
of measure in the things of time. Blessings on His dear Name, He
knew all the desires of the heart; He met the fears and disquietudes,
and He sent many a word of comfort and assurance down from above.
It was very blessed and comforting to trace His thoughts of peace,
His tokens for good, and His faithfulness to His promise never to
leave nor forsake anyone of His own. Thus in a beloved corre pondent's letter to hand at the time, and knowing nothing of the exercises
of the soul of her to whom she was writing, was penned: "I wonder
if you know a hymn of Berridge":.. There is a Friend Who sticketh fast,
And keeps His love from first to last;
And Jesus is His ame.
An earthly brother drops his hold.
Is sometimes hot and sometimes cold;
But Jesus is the same."

From another came the telling words, "And Enoch walked with
God."
.. So may'st thou walk from hour to hour,
Of every passing year,
Keeping so very near
To Him W'hose power is love, Whose love is power;
So may'st Thou walk in His dear light,
Leaning on Him alone,
Thy life His very own,
Until He takes thee up to Him to walk in white."

And without adding many like instances, one other only must suffice.
As I turned to the calendar text the following morning, the words
shone out as gold, and little faith knew her prayers had been answered,
for there were the words of Him Who is the Truth, "I will guide
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Thee with Mine eye." And to be guided by that Divine Eye must
needs be proof that the soul is " kept as the apple of the eye."
Such is your mercy and mine, beloved reader. For however much
we change, and circumstances change about us, our Jesus knows no
change. He is always the same. He loves on untiringly and unvaryingly-ever the same. What He was at the beginning, so He is to-day.
"With Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." And
He it is Who has declared of His own vineyard, " I the Lord do keep
it; I will water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it
night and day." This is the God Whom David trusted. The Psalm
before us is called a "Prayer of David." He is having very close
dealings with his God and he urges his plea " that goeth not out of
feigned lips." It is expressed similarly elsewhere, "If I regard
iniquity in mine heart, the Lord will not hear me." And then what
a blessed request he further makes, "Let my sentence come forth
from Thy presence; let Thine eyes behold the things that are equal."
Oh, well for you and me, fellow-sinner, when our sentence comes
forth from none other source than His presence-a presence where
the Precious Blood is always looked upon and your glorious Advocate
and mine pleads the merits of it and assuredly prevails. Did not
David thus by faith see his Blessed Surety, his near Kinsman, pleading
before His Father's throne, and that whatever sentence was to be
pronounced, it would be in mercy to the sinner and in strict justice
to the sinner's Surety, for
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

And thus, the sinner convicted and convinced that none but Jesus
can save, can and does only plead and rest in that all-prevailing
Name, that all-efficacious Blood, and knows that all and every sin
of His redeemed is covered there. The knowledge of this, a sight of
Calvary, a smallest comprehension of God's estimate of sin, as dealt
with there; will make us hate and mourn sin, flee from its defilements and wring the cry of our wounded hearts, " Keep me, gracious
God, from sinning. Keep me from guilty departures in heart and
practice," "Keep me as the apple of the eye; and hide me under
the shadow of Thy wings." It is indeed a psalm made up of prayers"Hear," "attend," "give ear," "let," "hold up my goings," and
" incline Thine ear," " show Thy marvellous loving-kindness," " keep
me," "hide me." And well did David know he needed all these
requests to be in constant and lively exercise to preserve him. from
the path of the destroyer; from the great enemy of souls, who dodged
him at every turn and watched with all vigilance the Lord's dear,
tried, and harassed servant, to trip him up if possible, to catch him
at an unwary moment and cause him to take a step contrary and
inconsistent to his high and holy calling.
" Keep me," he cries. Oh, did we but realize it always! How
8
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safe we are, how well kept we are, how Divinely preserved are all
His saints as in the Hand of Covenant love and faithfulness. But
fears are in the way, gloomy doubts arise and trembling of heart
overcomes us, lest after all our past deliverances we should "one
day perish." Yet" perish" we never can, if once placed in our
Covenant Mediator's Hand! No one can pluck the meanest, the
feeblest, thence. And it is-to the encouragement of little faithfrom the very fact of that assurance, and from the many tokens of
the Divine preservation of the Great Shepherd in their past chequered
history, that makes the soul to cry out, " Keep me still in my journey
of life; keep me from all that would harm and hurt me; keep me
when nature's strength decays and the heart dreads unholy declension
in times of bodily weakness; oh, keep me then as the apple of the
eye." The pupil, the most delicate part of that wonderful piece of
organism, is in the All-wise and Almighty Creator's Hand, most
marvellously preserved by eye-lash, lid, brow, and the bony socket
which encases it. And if you add to this, the swiftly uplifted hand
which is raised instantly and simultaneously when danger is near
(Zech. ii. 8, 9). You perceive how tenderly the eye is thought of
and preserved and kept. And such, believer, is the tender care of
your Divine Guardian and Preserver!
Then there is the other side of the picture in our text which is very
beautiful. The Psalmist prays, "Hide me under the shadow of Thy
wings." He had doubtless seen much of the preserving instinct in
birds of prey around him in the rocks and fastnesses. There was
the eagle who gathered her offspring upon her wings, " fluttereth over
her young, spreading abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them
on her wings" (Deut. xxxii. 11). What lessons learned therefrom!
The arrow must first pierce the heart of the mother bird as she soars
aloft, ere it can reach her eaglets! The strength of those wings is also
alluded to by Him Who alone is the Helper, Defender, and Preserver
of His people-" I bare you on eagle's wings and brought you unto
Myself" (Exod. xix. 4).
Then there is the other simile of the more domesticated bird, to
which our Blessed Lord Himself-referred. "How often would I have
gathered," He said of that. sinful, guilty, city of Jerusalem, " gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her children under
her wings, and ye would not" (Matt. xxiii. 37). What a beautiful
and tender word. Who has not found pleasure in watching the
mother hen, alert. to every sound or suspicion of danger, and with
her quick call at once summoning her frail and tender little chickens
from their wanderings to gather and safely hide them beneath her
feathers ~ I once read in one of dear John Newton's letters of his
joy when he saw his beloved and afflicted friend, W. Cowper, smile
as he watched a little brood of chickens running to the parent bird's
sheltering wing. It was the first smile he had seen on that wan, sad
face for three years, and it gladdened the heart of his untiring
and devoted friend to think there was some !little passing pleasure
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manifested by that much and long-tried servant of the Lord. In all his
melancholy one wonders if then the word of his God gave him comfort
and reminded him that so He gathers, keeps, and secures everyone of
His children from harm and death: they are covered with His Divine
feathers. Anyhow, we are quite sure that when the time of darkness
was past, and the clear light of the everlasting day shone forth for
dear William Cowper it was well, and he enjoyed as he had never
enjoyed before the sunshine of the Presence of Him Who had kept,
and kept so safely and preserved unto eternal life him who had been
brought by the way of so much darkness. He had been" covered
with His feathers" all his life, and as every redeemed sinner is,
"preserved in Christ Jesus." Those Almighty "feathers," setting
forth the Divine attributes of love and mercy, grace and goodness,
cover, protect, preserve. Just as the wings of the cherubim stretched
out and covered the mercy-seat, as the eyes of those symbolic creatures
looked one toward another and toward the mercy-seat, so we are
reminded that as our only hope is in the great Propitiation, even in
Him Who is our Mercy-seat, the sinner's only plea and hope, we are
secure there. Kept as the apple of His eye, hidden under the shelter
of His wings, not a single, unappointed shaft can hit a child of God.
Theirs is a Covenant God, and He will never change from His purpose,
nor alter the thing that has passed His Divine lips. Oh, to trust
the keeping of our sQuls more implicitly to Him and repose on His
unchangeable faithfulness! It is Covenanted for in Jesus, and therefore is sure.
We might ask ourselves, Why this prayer ~ Why is the soul so
anxious to be kept as the apple of His eye and hidden under the
shadow of His wings ~ Is it not from the consciousness of our felt
need to be kept and hidden, because of the dangers every moment
from without and within ~ Is it not from the inwrought teaching of
the Holy Spirit, that our hearts are " deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked "~ Is it not that we long after holiness and fear
our guilty departures from God, and the humbling consciousness that
if He left us a moment we should fall ~ Is it not that we long for
a closer walk, more heavenly communion, and deeper fellowship with
the Beloved of our souls ~ Oh, yes, the prayer breathes out all these
felt needs and the consciousness that we cannot do without Him, and
that the closer we are kept to Him the greater and deeper the longings
for a still closer walk and a deeper "heavenly frame." Thus the
living soul is ever reaching out after a precious Christ and increasingly
thirsting and longing to know more and more of her Beloved, and to
gain fresh knowledge and more exalting views of Him, that we may
daily enter more fully and more deeply into that great mystery of
godliness which is " Christ in" His saints, "the hope of glory."
May the Lord give us to glorify Him more by a simple, childlike
trust and humble walk in dependence on so great, so faithful, and so
good a God, Who will keep us as the apple of His eye and hide us
under the shadow of His wings through all our time-state pilgrimage!
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"Rejoice ye saints, in every state,
Divine decrees remain unmoved :
No turns of Providence abate
God's care for those who once He loved."
"Firmer than heaven, His Covenant stands,
Though earth should shake and skies depart ;
You're safe in your Redeemer's Hands,
Who bears your name upon His Heart."
"Our Surety knows for whom He stood,
And gave Himself a Sacrifice;
The souls thus sprinkled with His blood,
Possess a life that never dies."

What a keeping! What a Hiding-place! Well kept and securely
hidden, are everyone of His poor, defenceless and weak little ones,
who, as being redeemed by the Precious Blood have Jesus for their
glorious Hiding-place and mighty Keeper!
R.
PREACHING VAIN, UNLESS THE SPIRIT OPERATES.
" IT is not the means, nor hearing Christ as a man preach out of his
own mouth, that will do the turn to bring us in to God, and to make
us understand things spiritual. Preaching, indeed, is God's mean
that He has appointed for that end, and the way that He ordains
for bringing in souls to Him. But when all is done, it is not the only
mean of bringing us to Him. The special thing is that which is
spoken by our Saviour Himself (John iii. 8), that wind that bloweth
where it listeth, and no man knoweth whence it cometh or whither
it goeth. We may preach unto you until our head rive (be rent)
and our breasts burst; aye, we may preach unto you until doom's
day, and yet that will not do the turn unless the inward calling of
the Spirit be joined therewith. For an outward sound to the ear
is one thing, ancl. Christ's loosing all knots and removing all impediments another thing. Christ says Himself while He was in the flesh
(John vi. 44), 'No man can come unto Me unless the Father draw
him.' Christ is speaking in that-place to them who had the outward
means, and yet He says, it is no strange thing that they come not
unto Him, albeit they have the means, because they want the Father's
draught to draw them to Him. . . . It is in vain for us to rise early
and to lie down late, and to eat the bread of sorrow all the day, if
the Lord give not the assistance of His Spirit to the means that we
use."-(" Quaint Sermons of Samuel Rutherford," pp. 71, 72.)
" ONLY get your soul deeply and abidingly impressed with the doctrine
of the cross, and labour from day to day to comprehend the height
and depth and length, and breadth of the love of Christ displayed
in it, and everything else will soon find its proper place in your
system."-Charles Simeon.
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SERMON FOR THE YOUNG, PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love ofthe Father is not in him."-l JOHN ii.15.
THIS is what God Himself says on this subject of the world and worldliness. We have in these words, dear young friends, two principal
things. First, we have a command, and secondly, we have a caution.
A command: "Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world." A caution: "If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him." The command is a positive one, as positive al:\
"Thou shalt not covet." "Love not the world." I take, dear
friends, these two commandments, one from the Old Testament and
the other from the New as being substantially one commandment,
for the love of the world is covetousness, and if covetousness be not
the love of the world, what is it ~ So that 1 am justified, 1 am confident,
when 1 so say that we have a very positive commandment, a definite
commandment in the words of our text, " Love not the world, neither
the things that are ,in the world." Then we have, as I said, a
caution. Now this caution is a very solemn one, a very practical one,
there is no qualification nor condition about it. It is, as I have said
already about the commandment a very positive thing, " If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." That is very
solemn and need set us all thinking to-night, putting each one to
himself the question, Do 1 love the world ~ Do I love the things that
are in the world ~ because God's Holy Word says if 1 do the love of
the Father is not in me. Ob, that tbe Holy Spirit may drive home
to our hearts to-night these solemn realities, that these truths, each
one of them, may be as nails fastened in sure places. Here we are
to-night (1 thank God for the number of those who have been providentially led to this place to-night); in the sight of God it is to be
believed that our gathering is divided into two companies, converted
persons, unconverted persons. And if the Lord be pleased to make
the arrows of His Word sharp in the hearts of unconverted ones what
a night of blessing this will prove to be, for when the Lord wounds by
bringing home His most real truths to the conscience, to the heart,
of a sinner, it is preparatory to manifestations of loving-kindness and
tender mercy; it is the forerunner of the forgiveness of sin, of peace,
and the justification of that sinner before God. May this be a time
of life, for Christ's sake.
Now, then, first let us ask so as to be practically clear, What is the
world ~ When the commandment runs, " Love not the world," then
what is the world which may not be loved ~ What is the world, the
things in which may not be loved by a child of God, by one in whom
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the love of the Father is ~ For, after all, dear hearers, this text refers
to converted people, this text refers to real Ohristians. The line of
separation is indeed clear and unmistakeable as between the world
and the people of God, comprehensively known as the Church.
ot
some visible system, not some ecclesiastical organization, but a multitude of blood-washed sinners, called by whatever name amongst men,
these are the Church of God. Now between these and the world there
is a great gulf, a moral gulf, fixed. The world, in the first place, may
be taken as meaning the great mass of unconverted people standing
in contrast to converted people. And, dear friends, let me say in
passing, we are living ill very perilous times in connection with this
matter. The policy of the god of this world (and he has many apostles
who preach and proclaim his policy) is to mingle together converted
and unconverted people in order to get the converted to conform in
some measure to the world-to the great hurt of God's people. Satan
has many plausible methods of inducing Christians, real believers,
to adopt this policy, one item of which is that it surely must be a
good thing to mingle with unconverted people in order to being instrumental in their conversion. And when that idea gets grafted into a
Christian's mind Satan's first victory has been obtained, for after that
it then becomes merely a question of degree, of how far a Christian
having entered into fellowship with the world is to go, and you and I
know that the first mistaken step is the prolific step, the step prolific
of evil consequences. Converted people-what do I mean by this?
I mean sinners who by nature are children of wrath even as others,
but sinners in whom the work of God's grace has been wrought so
that they have been convinced that the world is " the City of Destruction," and they have acted on it, fleeing from the wrath to come. And
whither have they fled but unto Jesus, the once crucified and now
glorified Saviour, Who bids these very sinners, " Come unto Me, for
ye are weary, ye are heavy-laden, ye are convinced of sin, ye would flee
from the wrath to come, ye would enjoy peace with God through a
knowledge of pardoned sin. Come unto Me and I will give you rest."
These are converted ones. The Holy Ghost has done all this, and,
therefore, let us give Him all the-glory of it.
Then, again, the world may be taken as referring to the entire
system of men and things ruled over by Satan. Satan in the Bible is
called" the god of this world." Of course, he is not by right the god
of this world. It is a deep mystery this, of how Satan is in any sense
the god or prince of this world, because he is a being of another order
than the human race and, consequently, has no right or title inherent
in himself to rule over some other order of God's creatures. Hence,
he can only be by delegation and by Divine appointment the ruler
of this world. Such he is, he is recognized in the Word of God; there
is no controversy about it. He is so called because he is the ruler
of the powers of darkness, and this world of ours, this fallen world
of ours lieth in this wicked one-the Bible says so. It was he, Satan,
who brought sin into the world, and death by sin, consequently Satan
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is credited in the Word as having a power of death, and Christ came
to destroy" him that had the power of death, that is, the devil," and
to undo his works. Dear friends, it is a comfort for God's believing
ones that although Satan be at present the ruler of the wickedness
of this fallen world of ours, his rule is limited in point of time, and he
himself knows this-no one better. Hence, believing that his time
is short we find that in the latter days his wrath increases alike against
God, against His truth, and against His people. And if we are living,
as we think we are, in the last days, well then, we are exposed,
obviously specially exposed, to the wiles and the craft of the devil
beyond anything our fathers knew or experienced, because Satan's
knowledge of human nature is not a knowledge of intuition but a
knowledge of acquisition, and he has now had six thousand years of
opportunity to study human nature, fallen human nature. Hence,
at the end of six thousand years his accumulative knowledge is brought
to bear upon us as never before in the history of our race. The whole
system, I say, of men and things under the rule of Satan constitutes
the world.
Then, thirdly, we may say by way of definition that the principles
and habits of human society fashioned independently of God, these,
again, may be termed" the world." The principles and maxims of
the world, the fashion, the frame, according to the wisdom of man,
leaving God altogether out of calculation-here we have an aspect
of the world.
Having then defined thus the world, we return to the commandment,
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world."
Remember the world is ruled by the enemy of God, hen,ce " the friendship of the world is enmity with God." How can a believer love
that--I mean consistently ~ How can any child of God have his
heart fixed upon that thing which is essentially hatred against God ~
But then the converted person is a man of two natures-the old Adam,
the new man in Christ Jesus, and these are contrary the one to the
other, and that old nature which co-exists in the child of God all his
days on earth has an affinity to and with the world. There is a
traitor heart therefore in the breast of every child of God predisposed
to do this very thing against which that child is Divinely warned" Love not the world." The old Adam in me, the old nature in you,
dear people of God, loves the world, naturally loves the world and is
incapable of loving God, while, on the other hand, the new nature in
a converted person cannot love the world, only loves God. Consequently, in every converted person there is a continual controversy
proceeding, and peace is impossible; a truce between these two men
in one man is again impracticable, they are contrary one to the other.
Now then this command to the complex converted child of God bids
him to be careful, warns him to beware, because of this innate love
of the world, this inbred predisposition to love both the world and
the things of the world though they be contrary to the mind of God,
though they in their essence are hatred against God.
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Now next we may ask, How are Christians to act in relation to the
world ~ Well, the text is explicit, and I think it covers all details,
" Love not the world." The world may not be loved by a child of
God. The heart is the seat of love, therefore, set not your affections
on things on the earth. You know we are largely led by our affections.
Our affections often rule our judgment. Judgment says, No, but
affection says, Yes, and we are too prone to yield to the pressure of
affection and to give way here a little and there a little against our
judgment. Now that is where the danger begins, children of God.
Beware (I speak to my own heart when I use these words), beware
of giving place to evil, giving place to the world in any of its maxims,
in any of its fashions, because affection constrains you against your
judgment. You say, How narrow! I grant it. I am not here to
apologize for the narrowness of this matter, the way of following
Christ and carrying out the mind of God. God has not sent His
servants to make apologies for His commandments. We may not
Bet high value then upon the world but rather hold it with a very loose
hand. We have to use it, there is a passage-you might turn with
me to it-in the seventh chapter of first Corinthians, which says of
the people of God that they use this world, as not abusing it. There
is a use to which the child of God must needs put the world for necessary uses. We are still, you know, on the earth, we are still in the
body; we must not overlook facts nor underrate surroundings. I
believe sanctified common sense is a very important qualification
needed by the people of God in their daily handling of the world, and
the things of the world. The line is drawn at loving it, having the
heart not set upon it. God's grace is able to set worldly things for
necessary uses, for we eat, we drink, as do others, but we eat prayerfully, and prayerfully we drink and clothe ourselves, and in our going
out and coming in we need be also in prayer. We are only safe in the
performance of our lawful duties, whatever they may be, as we perform
them prayerfully. Now by the Word of God and prayer, we are told
in these Holy Scriptures, worldly things become sanctified in the
case of the child of God, " In everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving," " Every creature of God is good if it be received
with thanksgiving." So that you see a child of God may honourably
fulfil all life's duties towards his fellow-man in the fear of God, and
have the smile of the Lord resting upon him and his service. It may
be he will be prospering, but if otherwise adversity will be sanctified,
and this suffering servant of Christ, upright in his motives and aims
and in the performance of his daily duties, will be an influence for
good to others, as the very salt of the eartb, and the light of the world.
Prosperity (that is, the world's view of prosperity), and vital godliness
do not always go hand in hand; as an old divine said, Prosperity was
the blessing of the Old Testament, adversity of the New. "All who
will live godly in Christ Jesus" are to count on suffering something
as a consequence. But, then, we are told they are happy who suffer
for righteousness' sake. We are told they are to account themselves
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favoured of God when they suffer for the Truth's sake, for Christ's dear
Name sake. Hence you observe, dear friends, I enter an important
caveat on this particular point, otherwise it might be said that the
preacher insisted upon the people of God being so vitally a Heavenly
people as to have nothing to do with the things of earth. Said Jesus,
" I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil." God needs His people in
the earth as His witnesses, but He calls upon His witnesses to be
heedful lest their garments, their holy garments, become defiled.
"Touch not, taste not, handle not." "Come out . . . and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing . . . and ye
shall be My sons and daughters. And I will live in you and I will
walk in you." What promises these are! What incitements to holiness! What inducements to walk the narrow path. I said before
I granted its narrowness. Hearken," Broad is the way, and wide is
the gate, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be (alas) which
go in thereat": but" strait is the gate," strict-that is the force of it" striat is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life;
and few there be that find it." Are we amongst that few ~ Are all
present here this evening of the number of "the little flock" ~ of
those who delight in the way of the truth, though it be narrow, though
it be unworldly, though it be spiritual ~ These are questions, young
friends, which I lovingly press upon your observation. The people
of God, called by grace, are called to renounce the world, the flesh,
and the devil; the world with all its pomps and vanities, the world
which Holy Scripture says is passing away, and the lust thereof; "all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." Now,
"every plant which My Heavenly Father hath not planted," said
Christ, " shall be rooted up." All worldly things, therefore, shall be
rooted up, they are not of the Father. Oh, what a simple test this
affords us, does it not ~ When we desire to know what the will of
the Lord is concerning a matter let us put to ourselves the question,
Is this thing of the world or is this thing of God ~ And let us wait
for God to answer. Do not hasten. Do not put your hand to a conclusion too suddenly. It is not lost time to wait on the Lord when
there is a point under debate. "They that wait upon the Lord,"
here is the promise, " shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary, and
they shall walk, and not faint." What a cluster of promises, and
it is for those that wait on the Lord in their time of need, when
they require an Interpreter, One among a thousand, to say, " This is
the way, walk ye in it," or, " This is the work of God, do it, go now
to it, do not linger since you know what the will of the Lord is."
Better never put your hand to the plough than having done so in
God's Name you look back; such are not fit for the Kingdom of God;
the doing of God's will is the characteristic of all the Lord's people in
the Kingdom. Paul once was in the world as Saul of Tarsus when
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converted by the grace of God, young friends.
And he was converted as a young man-a young man. It is a great and distinguishing
mercy, I think, when sinners are converted young, when the Lord is
pleased to appropriate a lengthened life in the interests of His Truth
and cause and kingdom in the earth. But you know He is Sovereign
in this, He giveth no account to us of the why He does not convert all
His people young, but converts them later on, but they all in due time
are converted. Saul was once in the world and of the world but when
graciously converted and taught the truth of God then, dear friends,
he said, " I look upon the world as a man would look upon a landscape
when hanging on the tree. The world is crucified to me, and I am
crucified to the world." A crucified world and a crucified disciple of
Christ--they have nothing in one another, no interest in one another,
nothing in common except that they both are crucified. The world
is a dying world, the world is a doomed world; it is only a question
of time for the trumpet yonder to sound, one note, only one-" Come
to judgment, come to judgment, guilty world," and 10, all nations,
great and small, shall stand before the great white Throne of the once
Crucified One to give an account of their works, good or evil, and to
receive sentence at the lips that never lied, the lips of righteousness,
the lips of infallible truth. The world is under the curse of Godwho would shelter under such a roof as that? Who would fly to a
doomed city for safety? Who would care to abide on a sinking ship?
And this world is passing away, passing away to judgment, while
men are admiring, loving, following, finding their all in it, satisfied
to live and die as others. Oh, is it not unspeakably solemn to see
in these last days how men are running after the world, what sacrifices
some of them are making in order to get a little more from it as they
think, and they have got no security about to-morrow. Is it riches?
They take to themselves wings and flyaway, without giving any
warning in many cases. Is it honour? Is it earthly greatness? Oh,
by some little error reputation may be lost, and then it is one of the
saddest of all reflections that the exalted are laid low. A thousand
times the world has exalted its attractions to the unconverted. Oh,
what an age of delusion is this in which we are living, more particularly
in regard to religious matters. Satan, dear friends, has transformed
himself into an angel of light, and he has come into the visible Church,
and he is ordering things, and men are content, too commonly, to
follow his lead.
Hence the very specia.l danger which spiritual minds are in lest they
fall into the transgression of those who are following the god of this
world. "Beware," says Peter, "lest ye also, being led away with
the error of the wicked one, fall from your own steadfastness"-possible, possible. So that, in conclusion, let me warn my dear friends,
especially my younger friends, to be careful about your religion. See
to it that it begins in real conversion. There is a great deal of counterfeit conversion in the churches, I will not enter upon detail, though
I might profitably do so, but I forbear to-night. I say there is much
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counterfeit profession in the churches in these days. Christians seem
easily made, and somehow the Christianity some of them profess
seems very evanescent. It does not seem the sort of Christianity
that would go to the stake or suffer much hardness for Christ's dear
Name's sake. It is an easy-going Christianity, such as dear John
Bunyan, if you remember, painted in words when he spoke of some
who were seeking to go to Heaven in silver slippers. John Bunyan
knew the truth, he had been through the fire, and the Christianity
that will not bear the furnace cannot be of God, cannot be of God,
because all real work in the heart being God's work must be tried
work. "Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you," not, " will perhaps try you," but" which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you." It is not strange.
It has always been the heritage of God's people, it is so still, and to the
end it will be.
And you know God's real work in the heart of a sinner is quite capable
of bearing the hottest furnace; the worst, nay, the best I should say,
that can happen is that the dross may be purged away. Said Job,
" When He hath tried me I shall come forth," and then he went on
to say how he expected to come forth, " I shall come forth as gold"tried gold, and therefore meet for the Master's use. Now, I say, is
your religion based upon experimental conversion? Has God the
Holy Ghost convinced you that you by nature are a lost sinner? Has
He further taught you that all your best works or righteousnesses are
in God's sight as but "filthy rags"? Has He brought you to an
end of all human perfections, and has He shut you up to faith in Jesus
only? Happy are the people whose religion answers Yes to that
simple outline of things that are necessary to salvation.
May the Lord add His blessing for Christ's sake.

BISHOP J. C. RYLE 0
WORLDLI ESS.
" The old golden standard of the behaviour which becomes a Christian
man or woman appears debased and degenerated. You may see
scores of religious people (so-called) continually doing things which
in days gone by would have been thought utterly inconsistent with
vital religion. They see no harm in such things as card-playing,
theatre-going, dancing, incessant novel-reading, and Sunday-travelling,
and they cannot in the least understand what you mean by objecting
to them. The ancient tenderness of conscience about such things
seems dying away and becoming extinct, like the dodo; and when
you venture to remonstrate with young communicants who indulge in
them, they only stare at you as an old-fashioned, narrow-minded,
fossilized person, and say, 'Where is the harm?' In short, laxity
of ideas among young men, and 'fastness' and levity among young
women, are only too common characteristics of the rising generation
of Christian professors."-(Holiness, Its Nature, etc., pp. 425-426.)
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ELIJAH'S DEPARTURE.

A DISCOURSE PREACHED AT FINSBURY CHAPEL, LONDON, ON THE
DEATH OF THE REV. ROBERT HAWKER, VICAR OF CHARLES, PLYMOUTH;
WHO WENT HOME TO GLORY, APRIL 6TH, 1827. (Slightly Abbreviated.)
By THE REV. JOSEPH IRONS.
" Where is the Lord God of Elijah? "-2 KINGS ii. 14.

WHEN first I heard that the Lord God of Israel had taken up into
heaven the venerable Elijah of our day, the lamentation of the
prophet struck my mind with peculiar force, "The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and merciful men are taken
away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the
evil to come" (Isa. lviii. 1).
I looked around upon the Churches, and could not refrain from
exclaiming with Elijah's servant, "My Father, my Father! the
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." I looked around upon
the ambassadors of Christ, the servants of the living God, and asked
who among them should be the Elisha to catch the falling mantle of
Robert Hawker, and receive a double portion of his spirit? I looked
around upon the congregations of the faithful, hungering for the
bread of life, and desiring to be fed with the blessings of the Gospel
of peace which come down from heaven, and of which Jehovah Jesus
is at once both the Author and the Substance; and I exclaimed with
anxiety, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah? "
Turning over my Bible, one portion of Scripture followed upon
another, in the meditations of my mind, relative to this solemn
service, among which was the lamentation of the king of Israel over
Abner, "Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen
this day in Israel? " (2 Sam. iii. 38). This seemed for some time
to fasten upon my mind as suitable for the basis of this discourse;
but on looking over the life and character of Abner, and seeing it
recorded of his death, "Died Abner as a fool dieth ? " I dared not
attempt to draw a comparison between Abner and Hawker.
Still searching the Scriptures, and looking up to God the Holy
Ghost for direction, I was led to the history of Elijah, in whose boldness for the Lord God of Israel, zeal in his Master's cause, and concern
for vital godliness, there appears a striking likeness of him whose
name I revere, and whose memory will long be held sacred in the
Church of God. Here, however, some fear arose in my mind lest I
should be betrayed into the common crime of saying too much of the
man, and too little of his Master; this led to the selection of the
text I have named, which inquires not where is Elijah, but, "Where
is the Lord God of Elijah ? " and I trust we shall find He is among
us while assembled on this solemn occasion, revealing the glory of
His grace, and working in us mightily; then, instead of being gratified
with a few cold statements relative to him whose body is cold in the
grave, but whose spirit is shining in the realms of bliss; the personal
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and official glories of Israel's Covenant God, as manifested in him,
will I trust engage our attention, and warm our hearts.
We shall consider this exclamation of Elisha as expressive of three
things, viz.: Fear, Faith, and Fervour.
Here is fear expressed, " Where is the Lord God of Elijah 1 " as
though he had forsaken Israel. Here is faith expressed, He is still
the Lord God of Elijah; and here is fervour expressed in the nature
and manner of the inquiry. And I pray that each of these may
possess our breasts while we contemplate the glorious truths of the
blessed Gospel which were so dear to our revered and departed father.
Was there not cause for fear arising from the circumstances in
which Elisha, and all Israel were placed, at the time of Elijah's
departure 1 My dear brethren, the removal of a saint of God, however circumscribed his sphere, however limited the circle in which
he moved, is of no small moment; a wrestler with God is missing,
the ranks of Zion's army are thinned, and the very strength of the
Church militant seems diminished, until the arm of the Lord is made
bare, and Almighty grace smites another Saul to the ground, causing
it to be said again, " behold he prayeth," and thus fills up the chasm
made by death, preserving to Himself a seed upon the earth.
If such be the importance of the removal of one of the least of
the soldiers of the cross, what shall we say when prominent and
leading officers are taken away? When the veterans of the Lord's
army are removed in the very midst of the campaign! Oh, how the
stroke is felt! How Zion mourns, and how surviving soldiers, and
particularly surviving officers, are called upon to be more bold and
courageous in the cause of God and truth. Another watchman is
missing from the walls of Jerusalem. Another trumpeter has ceased
to blow the certain sound; therefore, let those who remain increase
their vigilance, and strive to make the sound of free grace wax louder
and louder.
In the days of Elijah there were many prophets, and sons of
prophets, of whom nothing is said but that they were prophets; no
remarkable events are connected with their lives-no record of their
boldness for the cause of God-no zeal for Covenant relationshiplike many in modern times, who assume the office of ambassadors
for Christ, but have nothing of that high and holy character but the
name; no usefulness in the Church-no valour for the truth-no
success in winning souls to Christ, nor in feeding the flock of God in
green pastures-they live and preach, and die, unblest and unlamented.
Yet there have always been, raised up of God, His Samuels, Nathans,
Elijahs, and Elishas, to be very jealous for the Lord God of hosts,
and bear their honest testimony to the honour of His Covenant Name;
and such was the venerable Hawker in his day and generation.
Moreover, there was cause for fear when Elisha uttered these words
on account of the degenerate state of the tribes of Israel. Bear with
me, my dear brethren, while I say there is an awful similarity between
the times in which we live, and those in which Israel lived when
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Elijah was taken from them. Mark what Elijah says of them, under
a deep consciousness of their degeneracy, "The children of Israel
have forsaken Thy Covenant"; this is the first step to error, backsliding, and apostacy; and as I am addressing many ministers, suffer
me to say, that the lack of vital godliness in our congregations, and
the awful aboundings of cold formality, together with all the heresies
which infest the Zion of our God, may be traced up to the keeping
back, or forsaking of the Covenant relationship which exists between
God and His people; and until I find our pulpits resounding with the
Covenant love of God the Father-the Covenant engagements of
God the Son-and the Covenant work of God the Holy Ghost, I shall
despair of any extensive revival in our spiritual Israel. See, beloved,
what tremendous consequences follow the forsaking of God's Covenant ~
" They have thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with
the sword" (1 Kings xviii. 10). So that when once the relationship
is forsaken, the most sacred things are violated, and the holiest and
best of men cruelly persecuted, until idolatry, infidelity, and blood,
mark the career of professed Israelites.
Suffer me here to ask this vast assembly, individually, what know
you experimentally of Covenant love shed abroad in your hearts ~
Of Covenant blood applied to your consciences ~ And of Covenant
grace enriching your souls ~ Have you entered into this secret of
the Lord? Has He shown you His Covenant and satisfied you of its
fulness, stability, and eternity-so that all the Persons and perfections
of Deity are seen and known in most endearing relationship to you ~
This only will bear up the mind amidst the changing scenes and
dying circumstances of this dying state.
Oh, where will degeneracy end, when once the Covenant bond is
violated? Behold, even the King of Israel, in his sickness, instead of
sending for Elijah to pray for him, sends to Baalzebub, the dunghill
god of Ekron, to inquire whether he shall recover, when the intrepid
prophet, commissioned from on high, goes to meet the messengers,
and reproves them in the Name of the Lord. Faithful and fearless,
this champion for God delivered his message, although it expo ed
him to the wrath of the king, and obliged him to escape for his life.
lt is scarcely necessary now for me to state my view relative to
the degeneracy of the professing Church in our day-they are well
known already; yet the analogy between Elijah's days and ours
demands a place in this discourse and extorts the inquiry, "Where
is the Lord God of Elijah?" for indeed Israel has forsaken the
Covenant, and set up creature excellency-free-will, and human merit,
in the place of sovereign grace and Covenant love, so that we are
directed to the god of Ekron to inquire about our recovery, instead
of being told of a Covenant salvation, contrived, bestowed, and
secured by Israel's Covenant God.
When an ambassador is called home from a foreign land, the natural
inquiry is, "What is amiss?" Is war about to break out ~ Are
hostile armies about to be engaged? Are we to witness the clashing
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of swords and the glittering of spears, the scourges of nations? And
are not such inquiries arising in many minds, relative to the calling
home of that faithful ambassador, whose departure we now mourn ?
He has ceased to proclaim his Master's will on earth, he has done
asserting the sovereignty of his Lord, and contending earnestly for
the faith once delivered to the saints, and the Lord has taken him up
into heaven, before He takes His fan in His hand to purge His temple
floor.
This was the case with Elijah. "I have been very jealous," says
he, "for the Lord God of Hosts," faithful to proclaim all His truth,
anxious to warn sinners, and standing opposed to all Baal's prophets,
four hundred and fifty in number, on Mount Carmel. Behold the
man of God, the ambassador of the Most High, confronting the
impudent hirelings of his day, regardless alike of their number and
rage, he gives them their choice of a bullock for sacrifice-puts their
dunghill god to the test, and mocks their cries to their sleeping deity.
" Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud, for he is a god (in your
esteem); either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is on a journey,
or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked, and they cried
aloud, and cut themselves after their manner, with knives and lancets,
till the blood gushed out"; but without success, for there was none
to answer, nor any that regarded.
Turning from these hypocritical mockers, the man of God demands
decision in Israel; "How long," says he, "halt ye between two
opinions? bring hither the other bullock, build the altar of the Lord,
dig a trench about it, and inundate the whole with water, yet shall
the fire of the Lord prevail." It is as though he should say, I want
no human aid in Divine things, no carnal inventions to facilitate the
work of the Lord; if the Lord be God, serve Him; but if Baal,
serve him; the God that answereth by fire, let Him be God.
Then lifting up his voice and heart, he addresses J ehovah in His
Covenant character, as the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of
Israel. The fire descends, the sacrifice is consumed, and in spite of
all seeming impossibilities, the glory of Covenant faithfulness shines
forth.
And did not the venerable Hawker stand in similar circumstances,
surrounded with a host of time-serving formalists, almost as numerous
as Baal's prophets; he spake, he wrote, he lived and prayed like another
Elijah, jealous for the Lord God of hosts; he delivered his message,
he finished his work, he closed his embassy, and now he is called
home. Oh, England! oh, Zion! hath not God a controversy with
thee? And hath He not called home His ambassador as the presage
of impending judgment? And is not the time at hand, when the
cry shall be uttered with fear, " Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? "
Having considered the prophet's language as expressive of fear, let
us proceed, secondly, to consider it as the language of faith.
Mark the appellation he employs, "The Lord God of Elijah";
was He then the God of Elijah exclusively? was He not the God
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Who created Baal's prophets ~ and their sovereign Ruler and Judge ~
Yes, verily, but He was Elijah's God in a Covenant sense, the Father
and portion of his soul. Allow me here to dwell a little on this most
interesting of all topics, the Covenant relationship of God to His
people; I cannot compliment (supposed) creature excellency, nor
encourage the hope of acceptance with God, but on Covenant termsI cannot speak of repentance, but as flowing from the Covenant
Head-I cannot preach faith, but as the gift of a Covenant God-I
cannot set forth atoning blood, but as the blood of the CovenantI cannot speak of justifying righteousness, but as the righteousness
of God set up from everlasting, and which waxeth not old.
If I speak of Christians, they are a Covenant people-if I speak
of enjoyments, they are Covenant blessings-if I speak of Divine
precepts, they are injunctions of Covenant love-if I speak of Bible
doctrines, they are an epitome of Covenant arrangements; and if I
speak of precious promises, they are all yea and amen in the Covenant
Head. Yea, the glorifying of Christ in the progress and perfection
of His whole Church, depends on the counsel and oath (the two
immutables) of a Covenant God; this is the immoveable basis on
which faith rests, and in this confidence of faith Elisha exclaimed,
" Where is the Lord God of Elijah ~ "
The Lord of Hosts was Elijah's God, the Great Eternal, existing
in the distinct personality of Father, Son, and Spirit, one Divine
Essence, immutable, incomprehensible, and incommunicable, yet
dwelling in the hearts of all His chosen by faith, and filling immensity
with His presence, while all His glorious attributes are wrapped up
in one holy bond of Covenant love uniting Himself with His people,
and His people with Himself for ever.
This blessed relationship formed the sum and substance of our
departed father's ministry; he is gone! and are these truths also
gone ~ 0 no! they must out-live creation, and be matter of triumph
in heaven. Hath the Lord God of Elijah abandoned His Church ~
God forbid! He hath sworn never to leave nor forsake His people,
nor will He ever leave Himself without witnesses to the truth upon
the earth, so that when any ask in fear, where is the Lord God of
Elijah ~ we will answer in faith, the Lord dwelleth in Zion: this
encouraged our departed friend to say, almost with his expiring
breath, "I am going, but the Lord shall be with you."
This faith is not only founded on Covenant relationship, but it is
furnished with arguments the most unanswerable, from the life and
departure of Elijah: it marks the love and special care of the Lord
his God, in circumstances the most trying-in dangers the most
imminent-in journeys the most fatiguing-services the most arduous
-and privations the most painful; the life of Elijah was the peculiar
care of the Lord God of Elijah; He bade the ravens feed him, and
the brook assuage his thirst-He commanded the widow to sustain
him with a handful of meal and a little oil-and he raised the widow's
son from the dead, in answer to prayer, to put an honour upon his
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ministry-yea, He emboldened him to meet the wicked Ahab, while
seeking his life, and pointedly to call him the troubler of Israel.
Where is now the Lord God of Elijah? Blessed be His Name, He
is ever present with His Church, and knows how to raise up an Elisha
to wear Elijah's falling mantle, and receive a double portion of his
spirit; yea, He can call forth a shepherd's boy, and put a sling and
stone in his hand, to vanquish His enemies, deliver His people, and
glorify His Name.
Here let us pause to take a glance at the life of our departed
friend, bearing in mind that the Lord God of Elijah made him what
he was, an able minister of the New Testament, and a pattern to
believers. His unabated zeal for God-his laborious exertions-bis
almost unparalleled success in glorifying Cbrist and doing good to
precious souls, were not the effusions of some inberent excellency,
but the exceeding grace of God in bim, by which he outshone and
outran most of the servants of Christ in his day; and that same
grace can raise up an Elisha to supply his place now he is gone;
yea, the Divine relationship and love of Christ to His Church encourage us to believe that He will send her pastors after His own heart,
to feed her children with knowledge and understanding.
We have not only the living testimony of Elijah, for the encouragement of faith, but some arguments may be derived from the
manner of his departure, which was nothing less tban a gracious
reception into the realms of bliss in an extraordinary manner; and
was not this the case with the venerable Dr. Hawker? Yes, bis was
a gracious and kind reception indeed, and the blessed manner of his
departure was truly extraordinary. As he lived, so he died, and
blessed be God, both for his life and for his death-he lived on earth
dead to the world, and now he lives in heaven to die no more; his
life was walking with God, and his death was falling asleep with
Jesus; and both bis life and death were triumphant refutations of
that unjust insinuation, that the glorious doctrines of free grace lead
men to licentiousness.
His life was most blessed-bis death was most enviable: a more
devoted life I cannot hope to a,ttain, a more triumpbant death I
cannot desire to die, and all he was, and all be is, must be ascribed
to the eternal love, rich grace, and Almighty teaching of the Lord
God of Elijah. Oh, may He raise up and send forth many more such
champions for the truth in tbis day of degeneracy, that the breach
made in our Zion may be healed, and the mournful chasm made by
his death be filled up.
Elisha's zeal for the Divine honour appears also conspicuous in
this declaration of his faith, when surrounded with the aboundings
of vice. Israel was degenerated from the simplicity of their worship,
and sunk into idolatry, and here stands Elisha, inquiring, "Where
is the Lord God of Israel?" Is His arm shortened, that it cannot
save? Is His ear deaf, that it cannot hear? Is His mercy clean
gone for ever, and will He be gracious no more for ever? Hath He
9
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in anger shut up His tender mercies ~ No! blessed be His Name,
He is from everlasting to everlasting the unchanging God. Oh! it
is blessed to have a Covenant-keeping God, on Whose Covenant
promises we can rely, and Whose Covenant faithfulness we can trust.
The God of Israel will not forsake His people; but when He takes
away His Elijahs He will send forth His Elishas to tell that the
Lord God of Elijah yet liveth. Then let us wait for Him day by
day, crying earnestly, that He will send forth a man after His own
heart, on whom a double portion of the spirit of Elijah shall rest.
Our text is expressive of fervour. What was the subject of it ~
Did it become the man of God to be cold or Laodicean under such
circumstances as those in which he was placed? Oh, I fear there
were many in Israel in Elisha's time, as there are among us in the
present day, who, stoic-like, sit down contented amidst all the
calamities which threaten the Church of God, saying, "What can
we do ~ If persecutions must come, they must, and it cannot be
helped. If the prophets must be slain, how can we help it? And if
the altars must be thrown down, how can we prevent it ~ "
I would say to such persons, where is your love to Jesus or His
cause? Cannot believers use the prophet's language, and ask with
holy fervour, "Where is. the Lord God of Elijah ~" and cannot
Christians pray, that the spirit of Elijah may not depart from Israel ~
Much as our departed friend desired and enjoyed personal intercourse with God-Father, Son, and Spirit-yet I am sure he was not
wholly selfish respecting this sacred privilege; but while praying a
large supply of the Spirit for himself, earnestly desired that that
Spirit might not depart from the Church of the living God; and if
I may be allowed to add more, I would say it is the desire of one
who has obtained mercy, and whose aim is to glorify Christ, that
the same Spirit which directed Hawker to preach and write, to pray
and live, may never depart from our Churches.
Once more, I have been accustomed for years, to set it down for
certain, that whenever and wherever Jehovah is carrying on any
great work, the prince of darkness will be actively engaged in reviling
and opposing it; which indeeu is to be expected, for how can he
endure the shaking of his kingdom and the loss of his captives? The
lion will certainly roar when he loses his prey.
This is one of the most convincing proofs of the glorious fact that
the Spirit of the Lord rested upon our venerable, departed friend,
and hence the spirit of hostility cherished by the Laodiceans of our
day, against both his ministry and writings; but in all that I have
seen of the productions of his opposers, little or nothing is discoverable but abuse and wilful misrepresentation; yet, while I feel bound
to say thus much, be it observed, that I do not mean to pledge myself
to receive every statement made by him, or any other minister of
Jesus Christ; the best of men are but men, and every man has his
spots; but before I take a magnifying and multiplying glass to view
the imp~rfections of such a man, let me find the man who has fewer;
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and instead of wasting my time to discover the spots in this sun,
employ it in removing the filth of my own house; and even if I should
discern what I conceive to be incorrect, I would bring it to the cross,
and adore that grace which made him what he was, and honoured
his ministry with such extensive success.
Moreover, Elisha was importunate that the spirit of Elijah might
continue in Israel, because he knew that all the life and power of
godliness depended upon it. Indeed, beloved, where is the life of
Christianity, if the Spirit of God be absent? It then becomes nothing
but a cold, time-serving scheme, fit only to be a laughing-stock for
infidels; but find me the man in whose heart the truths of the Gospel
in their fulness and purity are written, and I will find you, in him,
a Christian, whose spirit and conduct are such as tend to exalt a
precious Christ, and before whom infidelity shrinks, as an owl hastens
to some dark cavern when the light and heat of the sun come forth.
The spirit of the Gospel is most effectually kept up, and the fruits
of the Gospel most extensively brought forth, by the unreserved
proclamation of the doctrines of grace, and yet (my heart almost
bleeds while I say it) there are those to be found who boast much
of their clear views of the Gospel, and declaim vehemently against
what they call legality, but alas! alas! follow them in their lives,
and you will be obliged to ask, are these the effects of high doctrine?
exalted in vain glory, but debased in carnality; pure in their own
eyes, but not washed from their filthiness. Such was not Dr. Hawker;
his life preached as clearly as his voice, and the holy savour of the
truths he preached ran down like the sacred oil on Aaron's head, to
the very skirts of his conduct and deportment among men.
Numbers shielded themselves under his name, and some even
attempted to imitate his language and voice, who followed him not
in his life; but are we to undervalue him on their account, or abandon
the truths which shone so bright in him, because they abuse them?
God forbid! this would be like casting away current coin, because
we met with a piece of base money.
My dear brethren, I cannot look around upon what I daily witness
in the professing Church, without an aching heart, and I candidly
confess that some of the heaviest hours of my life, of a mental
description, are those in which I think of the degeneracy of the Church
of the living God, our spiritual Israel in the present day, and I can
scarcely help exclaiming with the prophet, "Where is the Lord God
of Elijah" amidst all this?
Again, this holy fervour is expressive of the satisfaction of the
prophet's mind, relative to the prospect of eternity: Oh! it is an
antidote to death, it deprives the king of terrors of his sting, and
enables the believer to exclaim, in the language of holy triumph,
" Oh death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? "
This, my hearers, is the consequence of knowing and walking with the
Lord God of Elijah. A name attached to public charities, and fame
for liberality in religious things, may serve to quiet the conscience
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now; but take care, my hearers, suffer the word of admonition,
I pray you; look to it that you be not deceived, relative to this
subject in a dying moment; nothing will then stand you instead,
but the powerful operation of the Holy Ghost upon the heart ?
I sometimes converse with those who have been zealous in promoting public institutions (and too zealous they cannot be in a good
cause), and as long as I confine my conversation to such topics, they
appear quite at home; but no sooner is the topic of vital godliness
introduced, living upon Christ, viewing Him one with the Father in
Covenant engagements, and holding habitual intercourse with a
Covenant God, but they appear out of their element, barren as worldlings, and soon tired of the conversation. Mark, beloved, I do not
find fault with the institutions, nor with their zeal in supporting them;
but this ought they to do, and not leave the other undone; and I
pray God, that they may not be obliged to take up the ancient lamentation, "They made me the keeper of the vineyards, but mine own
vineyard have I not kept."
But such was not the conduct of our venerable father in Christ;
much as he valued personal religion, and exalted as were his attainments in vital godliness, he became the keeper of the vineyards to
great extent, and the numerous charities which he founded and
supported are standing memorials of his zeal for good works; but
it was a zeal according to knowledge, arising out of his deep and
extensive personal godliness, which formed the brightest and most
conspicuous part of his high character. I knew him to be a man of
close intimacy with heaven. In his domestic circle he delighted to
talk of the blessed truths contained in the sacred volume; or if alone,
he was habitually humming the high praises of Jehovah, or holding
sweet communion with the glorious Persons of Deity; surely this
was like Enoch walking with God.
With regard to his death, he did not, as the poet says :"Linger shivering on the brink,
And fear to launch away."

No, such fear belonged not to- our departed friend, in his death (or
rather in his departure, for it was not death), we see Almighty grace
conducting him to Jordan's brink, upholding him amidst its swellings,
and introducing him to everlasting bliss, where now he is seated on
the right hand of God.
The life and death of this great man were in accordance: being
strong in faith, he gave glory to God in his life, being" an example
to the believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity." He was mighty in the Scriptures, and did not
shun to declare all the counsel of God; he honoured God by his life
and ministry, and God honoured him with success in his labours,
rarely equalled.
During the whole of his last illness, he appeared more out of the
body than in it, so that the holy triumph of his soul gave ample
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testimony to the blessedness of those grand truths, which constituted
the sum and substance of his ministry, and has left for the Church
of God an incontrovertible refutation of the slander so often uttered,
that the doctrines of grace are of dangerous tendency.
A short time before his departure, he read the Twenty-third Psalm,
commenting sweetly on the" shadow of death"; only the shadow,
the substance. is gone, Christ hath abolished it, and left only the
shadow for His people to pass through, to eternal glory, fulfilling
what He had said by the prophet Hosea, " I will ransom them from
the power of the grave, I will redeem them from death: 0 death, I
will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction."
He frequently said, " I have been in the world of spirits, and have
had sweet and full communion with the Father, Son, and Spirit. I
have unutterable things to communicate to the Church, if the Lord
should raise me up; my spirit hath not room for its enjoyments:
like Elihu, I am as wine which hath no vent, ready to burst, like
new bottles." Thus, like the Apostle Paul, he was caught up to
the third heaven, before he quitted the body, and like the immortal
Toplady (who was also a man who stood charged with being too
high in doctrine), he was full of glory, and wanted the wide expanse
of eternity to give vent to his bliss.
,
He prayed fervently just before he lay down in his bed, for the
last time, using with holy confidence this plea, " Thy mercy, 0 Lord,
endureth for ever"; then he commented on part of the first chapter
of the Epistle to the Ephesians, dwelling sweetly on the expression,
"the praise of His glory"; this was his favourite theme, which
engaged his voice in preaching and in praise, until he breathed out his
spirit into the arms of Jesus, with these precious notes sounding from
his quivering lips.
It would furnish matter for a volume' to say all that might be said
of this great man's life and death, to the praise of the glory of God's
grace; but I forbear, and close this discourse by inviting you, my
brethren, and all the household of faith, to join with me in praying
that the Lord God of Elijah may send an Elisha among us, on whom
a double portion of His Spirit shall rest, so that the life and power
of godliness may not depart from Israel.
Now may the family of God ascribe to Jehovah, Father, Son, and
Spirit, all honour and glory. Amen.

" IF we love Him, it is because He first loved us. If we choose Him
as our chief joy, it is because He first chose us as His portion. But if
the affections of our souls do not follow hard after Him in love, we
have no cause to hope that we have part or lot in His eternal choice.
It is only through the links of personal holiness that we can trace
our way back to the first link of Election, and onward to the last link
of glory.?'-Dean Law.
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"HE IS GRACIOUS."
THE three Hebrew children were strong in the Lord and in power of
His might when they told Nebuchadnezzar that they were not affected
by his threats or his treatment of them. It was in God Himself that
they trusted, although until His will was more fully unfolded they
did not kIiow whether they were to live or die. They were impregnably sure that He was able to contravene any mode of death that
the king might command, but that He would that they wait to see.
It was not His mercy that remained to be shown; it was His purpose.
And we know that their almighty God and Saviour Who enabled them
to witness to His Name, and to declare His power, gave them also
to see His strong consolations and His surpassing deliverance. "They
looked unto Him, and were lightened; and their faces were not
ashamed."
" Who can tell," David was saying to himself, while the child lay
ill, "whether God will be gracious to me that the child may live ~ "
God had told him that the child would not live, but it was in his heart
to long for its sparing. He thought that the divine forgiveness would
be more emphasized that way. He was convinced-it had been
wrought in him-that if God forgave, there could be no limit to His
merciful kindness. It was not because the iniquity was little in the
repentant father's heart that he asked for the life of the child; it
was rather that he had been shown the mystery of the apostle's amazing
gospel in his question-" He that spared not His Own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him al 0, freely
give us all things ~" How little we know of His free giving. I mean
how seldom it seems that the heart is enlarged from its own bondage
and labour, by the blessed Comforter, as to have the yoke broken
and to feel" all things are yours."
David knew the grace of God; and he thought that the Lord might
rebuke the devourer at his request; he thought that the mercy which
had come to him might after all still be magnified by the paring of
the child. But it died, and the Lord straightway gave him so
enlarged a view of the largeness and sweetness of the life to come, that
his grief was swallowed quite up; and tasting more than ever of the
goodness of God, he went and worshipped and addressed himself to
his duty. Now he himself could tell that indeed God was gracious.
" Who knoweth if He will return and repent, and leave a blessing
behind Him ~" So the prophet asked, and the Lord poured repentance
upon them, and answered, " Fear not, 0 land, be glad and rejoice, for
the Lord will do great things." May we not know once for all that
God is gracious ~ and at all times go to Him in confidence. If Joel
had had so abundantly kind an answer to his fears and uncertainty,
why should Amos be no further on than saying, " It may be that the
Lord will be gracious unto the remnant of J oseph "~ They had
heard of the mighty acts of His kindness to His chosen people in
Egypt and out of it, and they were the same children of Israel. Would
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God forget to be gracious, or change, as men do? Why should Esther
fear to go into the king? He had chosen her for his own, and had
given her glory and queenship 1 But she feared; she had not been
sent for for a month; had not seen his face; had not had a kind word
from him; nor a message. But now, something had to be done;
death was before her if she did not go to him; death had to enter the
lists with life, if she went. So she resolved what to do. Oh, the fastings
and heart-sinkings and prayers; the fears and the boldness in conflict
one with the other. Thus she went, and the king was gracious; she
got all she wanted, and more besides.
" Let us," the apostle says, " therefore come boldly unto the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need." Christ is there; highly exalted by the Father of mercies
and the God of all comfort, to receive all that come, all that look and
hope. There is forgiveness with Him; if we knew that and what it
is to have our hearts .and consciences ·washed, we would sing oftener
in the ways of the Lord. But sooner or later the Lord will say,
"Shout," and the walls will fall down. It is Himself Who gives a
sense of distance and separation; it is the Lord's convincing of sin,
of the need of His own bringing back; it is His gift of repentance
that creates a conscious barrier. If Mordecai came, speaking peace,
he would say, " Who can tell but that this labour," is but" for such
llo time as this "-a time for going in unto the God of salvation, the
God Who gives to those who seek Him, the best that they can ever
hope or ask for 1 He says,· " I am gracious."
FOLLOWER-ON.

HOW THE GOSPEL IS BEING OUSTED.
AN esteemed reader sent us a cutting from an Ipswich newspaper
in January last.. One of its headlines was, "Devil no longer in
possession." About three-quarters of a column were occupied in
reporting .'f the ·first of a fortnightly series of talks which have
'Christianity and the World To-day' as their theme." These" have
been arranged by local clergy and Free Church ministers, in co-operation with the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., and other organizations." .
Douglas White, Esq., M.D., was the speaker. The gathering was
held in St. Mary-le-Tower Church on a Sunday afternoon. The
Vicar of the Church introduced the speaker. Amongst other things
which the speaker daringly said, were, "The Ten Commandments,
good as they were in their original sense, were not good enough for
us to-day." Again, he said, " There has been a revolution of thought
-the devil is no longer in possession."
The address, so far as it is reported, is wholly destitute of the
Gospel of the grace of God. The inspired Apostle John said, " The
whole world lieth in the evil one" (1 John v. 19, R.V.). We believe
that this is still sadlr true of the world in general. He is " the spirit
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that now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2). It
lS saddening in the extreme that professed ministers of the Gospel
and professedly Christian organizations should arrange for talks of
this kind on any day, but especially on the Lord's day. It is only
one illustration out of many that the Gospel, which our Lord said
should be preached to every creature, is being displaced. The
Apostle Paul said, "Woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel! "
Nothing else but the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to
~very one that believeth. Evidence seems to accumulate that the
Gospel is not being preached in a great many places of worship, and
that even some who claim to be Evangelicals are sadly lacking in
this respect. Oh, that it was the determination of all ministers of
~very denomination" not to know anything among men, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified"! The apostles" ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ" (Acts v. 42).
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MARCH VIOLETS.
THE weekly singing-lesson at the school where Rachel and Grace were
pupils was held in the big Assembly Hall, and all the Upper School
attended together. This meant that though the sisters were in different
F~rms, they learnt the same songs, and would often sing them together
at home in the holidays. That hour on Wednesdays was a very
happy time to Grace and Rachel, and they learnt some lovely melodies.
Amongst these there was the song I want to tell you about. It was
called" March Violets," and every verse began in the same way,
" Violets! Violets! Sweet March violets." The song described the
wild violets in the hedges" peeping just above the grass," as if asking
the children to pick them on their way to school; and one verse
began, " Violets! Violets! Sweet March violets, Sure as March comes
they'll come too." What a brave line that is! It just illustrates
what Paul meant in the fifth of Romans when he said that experience
produces hope; people have found out that whenever March comes,
so do violets, and that is a very cheering thing to know.
For March is often such an uneasy sort of month. One day there
is a biting east wind, piercing through your warmest coat and waiting
to blow off your hat at the corner; next day the sun is so warm
that you wish you had left off your coat. There may be clouds of
dust one week, and a fall of snow the next; you do not know what
to expect. Besides, it is getting near the end of term, which means
that tempers are tired and irritable, and examinations are looming.
Yet it is just in this month of all the months that the violets come
to cheer us, and to remind us of the graciousness of God.
There are many things in life like March violets. When the preacher
was speaking in Ecclesiastes of prosperity and adversity, he said,
" God also hath set the one over against the other," as if to keep
the balance true; and the people of God have always found that
when things are difficult for them, there are special mercies to show
that God has not forsaken them. That is to say, if March comes
to your soul, you should begin to search for violets. For it was when
the children of Israel were looking for starvation that the Lord sent
manna; it was when they thought they must die of thirst that He
·sent streams in the desert. Now it is not likely that you are in
danger of starvation or of mortal thirst; but it is quite certain that
you will have many times of sadness and difficulty and disappointment.

132

The Gospel Magazine

However young you are" this is true; in fact, I think, the younger
you are the harder it may be. I know people talk lightly of
the sorrows of childhood, but children have not had experience
enough to give them hope; they have not seen March often enough
to count on the violets. And so the troubles which are common
to us all lie with special heaviness on the heart of a child. 'But if you
are one of the Lord's children, you will always find in a time of trial
or difficulty that God will send some special kindness to lighten the
load. As Paul said, "He will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it." Sometimes it may be a long
time before you see the way to escape; but there must be one, because
Paul says it is promised by the faithfulness of God. The violets
have to be searched for in the hedges; they do not fill the fields like
buttercups and daisies. But they are far more precious when you
do find them. We must be starved of other food before we appreciate
the heavenly manna; we must be fainting in a desert land before
we really know the worth of water.
The worst kind of trouble that can come to us is sin; not one of
us is too young to feel the dreadful burden of having done wrong.
It is quite possible for a boy or girl to run about laughing and shouting
as usual, and yet all the time be quite miserable with the weight of
a guilty conscience. Nobody knows about it; you do not tell your
dearest friend; but the load is there, and whenever you are alone
with nothing to do, you feel again the anxious misery of the conscious sinner. What a mercy that there is a way of escape even in
this awful plight! "Where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound." There is a fountain open for sin and for uncleanness; it
is the blood of Jesus which cleanses from all sin. The Lord Jesus
will never turn away the boy or girl who longs for cleansing; it was
for that very purpose that He 'came-to receive sinners and change
them into saints, to provide by the sacrifice of Himself a way of escape
from the burden of sin.
The violets come in blustering March; the rainbow spans a stormy
sky; the manna falls when bread has failed; the waters spring in
desert ground; and" a Man shall be a hiding-place from the wind
and a covert from the tempest."
DAMARIS.

"THAT the last day will prove that none are saved except those
given to Christ by the Father, is clear and plain."-Bishop J. O.
.Ryle.
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(!tOttt5ponlJrnu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-In the year 1873 my father was led of God to commence this Mission for utilizing back numbers of the various free grace
magazines and books among our sailors and soldiers. By the Lord's
goodness and leading it has been maintained till this day, and although
present conditions are difficult, the opportunities for service are great
beyond measure. My father was called to the joy of his Lord on
Easter Sunday morning, 1888. Mrs. W. Prebble, whose husband
recently passed away, writes, " Having seen in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
of the usefulness of your Mission through your distribution, I have
sent you two large boxes of that magazine. Having recently lost my
husband I cannot keep them, and pray they may be made a blessing
to others. My dear husband was a trustee of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
and was instrumental in having a tablet erected in Broadhembury
Church to the memory of the Rev. A. M. Toplady, who was one time
the editor of the magazine. My husband was a great admirer of that
eminent divine, and his works were made a great blessing to him in
his younger days." Another friend writes, " I must write you a line
in reply to your kind letter which cheered us much. I am so glad
you are still being blessed and supported by our Lord, and in spite
of all infirmities He is still supporting you and giving you that
strength by which you can do all things in Jesus Christ. I am afraid
that when many of the Lord's people are called home others are not
raised up to take their place, but He knows what is best for us, and
we must still go on trusting Him. I was pleased to notice that the
Marquess of Dufferin and Ava wrote such a nice letter to you. Mr.
Henry Popham has not been able to preach again since his illness
when with us, but we hope he wjll do so presently if the Lord wills.
He -gets about in a wheel-chair to visit members of his congregation.
I trust your wife is keeping well." I have received the following
message from the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Athlone (Jan. 29th, 1937):
" Dear Sir, Lord Athlone has asked me to convey to you his sincere
thanks for sending him your Annual Report, which he has read with
much interest. His Lordship is delighted to hear that you are still
able to carry on your work in spite of feeble health, and he prays
that you will be spared for many years to carry on. Yours faithfully,
Janet A. R. Harkness, Private Secretary."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol 4, February 1st, 1937.

R. E. BRIDER.
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A MESSAGE FROM MR. W. WILEMAN.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-By the blessing of the Lord on trained skill
during January with kind friends at Bath, I am brought up from
the gates of death to the gates of praise. I am weaker than a bruised
reed, and need entire rest. My poor work is done. The enclosed is
being sent to the Churches I have served for over fifty years. The
Lord abundantly bless you and your readers.
Sincerely yours,
Bethany, 113, Queen's Road,
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
Wimbledon, S.W.19, February 3rd, 1937.
The enclosure to which Mr. Wileman refers, says:"Beloved Friends,-In fulfilling my engagement at Providence,
Bath, on Jan. 3rd, I was graciously helped in the morning to speak
from Jude xx. 21, ' But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.' Immediately after the service I fell into a state of
complete collapse; and by the blessing of our God upon trained
nursing I have been brought safely through bronchial pneumonia,
with complications.
" Dear friends, I am completely worn out in my Master's service,
and yours; and it is now plain that my poor work has come to its
appointed end.
" , The Lord bless you all' (Ps. xxxiv.).
"My soul shall pray for Zion still
While life or breath remains,
There my best friends my kindred dwell,
There God my Saviour reigns."

" Sincerely yours,
" WILLIAM WILEMA.N."
(Mr. Wileman will be eighty-nine on April 18th next. We commend
him to the sympathetic prayers of our readers. In the evening of his
days may he experience an abundant measure of the Lord's lovingkindness and tender mercy.-Editor of GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

"THE torments of hell are represented by a violent thirst, in the
complaint of the rich man who begged for a drop of water to cool
his tongue. To that everlasting thirst we had all been condemned,
if Christ had not suffered on the cross, and said, ' I thirst.' "-Matthew
Henry.
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lBrouS'tant 113eacon.
THE GLORIOUS REFORMATION.
By DR. G. E. ALISON WEEKS
(Honorary Olerical Superintendent of the Protestant Reformation
Society.)
THE glorious Reformation is often not fully appreciated because its
significance is not clearly understood.
It was not an exhibition of sheer perversity of spirit. It was not
the readiest solution of the matrimonial problems of a lustful king.
" To believe that the divorce of Catherine of Aragon was the sole
cause of the breach with Rome is to be blind, not merely to the facts
of Tudor history, but to the fundamental conditions which govern
human affairs" (Prof. A. F. Pollard).
It was one phase of a great movement involving the whole of
Western Christendom-a movement of transition from the Middle
Ages to the Modern World.
Its immediate results were a reaction from current traditional and
baseless claims to authority, and, as the New Learning flooded the
Word of God with new light, a revolt against the gross errors by
which it had long been obscured, and against the arrogant pretensions
of those who claimed to be its supreme and sole dispensers.
Thus in our own land it was a two-fold movement, political and
spiritual.
Politically.-It rejected the usurped domination of an Italian Bishop
in English national life and re-established the constitutional supremacy
of the English King.
Article XXXVII of the Church of England declares: "The King's
Majesty hath the chief power. . . . The Bishop of Rome hath no
jurisdiction in this Realm of England."
Spiritually.-It restored the light of the Gospel of Christ, so long
darkened by the devices of man, and set up the following guiding
principles :1. The Bible as the One Rule of Life. As contrasted with Rome's
insistence upon " Apostolic and Ecclesiastical traditions with Holy
Scripture interpreted according to the unanimous consent of the
Fathers" embodied in some 220 volumes in Latin and 187 in Greek.
"Rome is a vast manufactory of beliefs to which additions are
yearly being made" (Pro£. G. Salmon).
2. The Cross as the One Sacrifice. Here is the most grievous error
of Rome. She asserts that her priests first create Christ's Body and
Blood in the Mass and then offer Him as a propitiatory sacrifice for
the quick and the dead to have remission of pain and guilt. (Council
of Trent, Session 22.)
Scripture declares: the body of Jesus Christ was offered" once
for all" (Heb. x. 10) " . . . their sins and inquities will I remember
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no more. Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering
for sin" (Heb. x. 17, 18).
Which is rightr-Rome or the Reformation ~
3. Faith as the One Means of Justification. Scripture proclaims
that" . . . being justified by faith we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1).
The late R.C. Bishop of Salford in his Will bequeathed: "My
soul to God from Whom it comes, my body to the earth from which
it was made, and all my sins, transgressions, and offences to my kind
and generous friends to be atoned and satisfied for to the best of their
power by prayers, masses, and other good deeds."
Again, which is right ~
4. Christ as the One and All-sufficient Mediator. "0 most holy
Virgin, Mother of the Incarnate Word, Treasury of Grace, the Refuge
of Sinners . . . we place our hearts in your most holy hands, and
we beg the salvation of our souls and bodies" (Manual of Indulgences).
Contrast 1 Timothy ii. 5, 6," . . . there is one God, and one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. Who gave Himself a
ransom for all. . . . "
Once more, which is right: Rome or the Word of God ~
So then the" Protestant" is not a mere" Objector." To" protest," literally, is "to make a solemn declaration; to bear witness
or testimony to." And the Protestant is the man who openly declares
his positive convictions as set out above-" . . . I know Whom I
have believed, and am persuaded. . . . "
.. If once we choose belief, on all accounts

We can't be too decisive in our faith."

ART OF PREACHING. By F~ederick A. Tatford. Pp. 64. Price:
Paper, 6d.; Cloth, 1/-. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock,
Scotland.)
This is a very valuable pamphlet on "The Art of Preaching."
Chapters are devoted to The Call, The Voice, Delivery, The Sermon,
Demonstration, The Literary Side, The Physical Body, The Personal
Life, and The Text-book. Young men preparing for the ministry
and even many who are already ministers, will find much wise and
helpful matter in this little volume. The author evidently belongs
to the Brethren, but in small compass there is here much that is
valuable for all preachers of the Gospel. Without endorsing everything in the closing chapter, the greater part of the book contains a
large amount of matter which may be profitably read by all who
aspire to preach the Gospel. On pages 35 and 46 the author recommends Scofield's Bible. We prefer the Authorized Version without
note or comment.

THE
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"A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING." Pp. 62. Price 1/-;
by post 1/2. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This is an authentic narrative and deeply interesting it is. It is
reprinted, with an addition, from The Sower, March-June, 1936.
Pastor George Rose has written a Preface, in which he says, "The
author is well known to me; he has been called to deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow Jesus, suffering the loss of worldly
prosperity."
We warmly commend this pamphlet to our readers. The writer at
one time was a conjurer, performing in various parts of the country.
Eventually he became a manufacturer of magical apparatus. He
prospered for a time, but he was" without God in the world." In a
very remarkable manner he was awakened to a sense of his sin, and
was brought into a large measure of light. He gave up his conjuring
and eventually was baptized amongst the General Baptists, and
became a preacher, though those who invited him to preach failed
to remember that the labourer is worthy of his hire. At a young
men's Bible Class which he conducted one of the young men discussed
the subject of election with him, and the author of this pamphlet
explained it in an Arminian sense. Gradually he was led to abandon
his Arminian views. Through reading some tracts given him by a
former employee, he went and purchased Luther's Bondage of the Will
and another work. As he was brought further into the light his
preaching altered, and was more or less rejected. In various ways
he had to suffer both spiritually and in temporal matters. At length
he was led to Croydon and was received into fellowship by one of the
Strict Baptist causes there, and is now a preacher of the Gospel of the
,grace of God.
The whole narrative illustrates the sovereignty and remarkable
providence of God. Incidentally it reveals how a General Baptist
Pastor kicked against the Bible doctrine of eternal punishment.
If another edition is called for we would suggest that the extracts
from the author's diary on pages 42 to 50 should be interwoven in
the previous part of the narrative.
There are a few things here and there which might be subjected to
friendly criticism, but we abstain, feeling full of thankfulness to God
for the grace which plucked this brand from the fire.

THE ANNUAL VOLUME OF THE SOWER, FOR 1936. Pp. 240. Price
3/-; by post 3/6. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This is a well-printed and well-bound volume. It seems to be full
of good things, amongst them a series of papers entitled, " A Brand
Plucked out of the Fire," and sermons by Mr. J. C. Philpot and
Mr. G. Rose, and others.
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FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH: THE MARTYRS OF EAST ANGLIA. By Philip
H. Rand. Pp. 48. Price, paper cover, 6d.; cloth boards, 1/-.
Postage, one penny. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4.)
This little book gives a thrilling and touching account of the many
martyrs for Evangelical and Protestant truth who suffered in the reign
of Queen Mary (1553-1558). A great many of the neaTly three hundred
martyrs who were burnt to death in Mary's reign lived in East Anglia.
Some of them were only 19 or 20 years of age. So remarkably were
they Divinely strengthened that they faced being burnt to death with
great courage, and even with cheerfulness and praise. Yet, the Church
of England is now cherishing the very doctrines and practices against
which these noble men and women protested, and which they laid
down their lives rather than accept. In vain will our leaders deplore
the crowding out of God from the lives of the people while they fail to
acknowledge and abandon the Sacerdotal and Modernistic error which
have gained such a foothold in the Church of our martyred Reformers.
ONE HAVING AUTHORITY. Compiled by W. D. Fisher. Pp. 160.
Price 2/6. (John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This volume consists entirely of extracts from the New Testament,
giving our Lord's Own teaching on practical matters of daily life
It is divided into twenty-one chapters. Among the subjects treated
are The Path of Happiness, How to Treat your Brother Man, Masters
and Servants, Hypocrisy, the Use and Abuse of the Tongue, Prayer,
Humility, Food and Raiment, Keeping the Sabbath Day Holy, etc.
Many may find the volume useful, because in large measure the
author collects together our Lord's sayings on various subjects. In
the chapter on Divorce, we are surprised that the author omitted
to print our Lord's words in Matthew xix. 9.
Those who use the volume need to refer to the whole context so
as to prevent them from applying teaching to everybody which was
addressed only to disciples.

------

PROGRESSIVE ROMANISM IN TIfE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. By . .N. H.
Pearce. Pp. 36. Price 2d.; by post 2!d.; a dozen copies post
free for 1/8. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4.)
THE LITTLE GLEANER, FOR 1936. Pp. 236. Price 2/6; by post
2/10. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
The subsidiary title of this strongly-bound volume is "Young
People's Treasury." It is a monthly magazine intended for the young.
SALT WITH A SAVOUR. By C. Jeffs. Price 1/-.
Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)

(Protestant Truth

