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COMFORT.

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of G<>d."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.

GLORIFYING GOD FOR HIS MERCY.
" But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past
now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. And they
glorified GOD in me."-GALATIANS i. 23, 24.
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IN this chapter the apostle relates some of his past experiences.
At one time in his history he had been a bitter persecutor of GOD'S
people. He says, "Beyond measure I persecuted the Church of
GOD, and wasted it." He had no love for CHRIST and no love
for His people. No one would have imagined that he would
become the great apostle of the Gentiles.
There came a time, however, in his life when GOD called him
out of darkness into His marvellous light. He wrought in him a
mighty change, so that he became a preacher of the Gospel of
the grace of GOD. For some years, however, he did not return
to Jerusalem, the chief scene of his former persecutions. He was
unknown by face to the churches of J udffia. "But they had
heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth
the faith which once he destroyed. And they glorified God in
me." They were deeply impressed by the marvellous change
which had taken place in him, and they gave GOD the glory. They
praised, extolled, and magnified the GOD of all grace on account
of his remarkable conversion. This mighty change was not due
to man. GOD alone had saved him by His grace, and to Him
they gave the glory.
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Now the apostle's experience is in some respects the experience
of all believers, and just as we glorify GOD for what He did for
Paul, so we should glorify GOD for His saving mercy to all His
regenerated people. All the family of GOD have reason to glorify
Him for His saving grace and mercy.
1. First, we need to glorify Him for His separating mercy.
The apostle says, " GOD separated me from my mother's womb"
(verse 15). That is to say, before the apostle was actually born
GOD separated him in His purpose to be one of His people, and
to be a preacher of His Gospel. The same thing was true in regard
to J acob. Before J acob was born the LORD said to Rebekah,
"The elder shall serve the younger." GOD had determined that
J acob should be before Esau. "The children being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of GOD
according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that
calleth, it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger "
(See Gen. xxv. 23; Rom. xi. 11, 12).
Jeremiah's case also makes clear that the history of GOD'S
people is Divinely determined before their birth, and even before
their conception. "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified
thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations" (Jer. i. 5).
In the Divine purpose Jeremiah was sanctified, separated, and
set. apart, and ordained to exercise the prophetic office before
he was formed, and before he was born. Before Jacob, Jeremi2,h,
or Paul had done any good or evil, and therefore before they
could merit any blessing from GOD, their future was Divinely
marked out and determined, "that the purpose of GOD according
to election might stand, not of works, but of Him That calleth."
These cases illustrate what is true of all the family of GOD,
past, present, and to come. They were all separated from eternity.
They were "chosen in OHRIST before the foundation of the world,
that they should be holy and without blame before Him in love."
Not chosen because they were holy and without blame, but chosen
that they might become manifestly holy before GOD. "Not of
works, lest any man should boast." Some people call this
Oalvinism. We prefer to call it Bible truth. Genesis, Jeremiah,
and the Epistles to the Romans, Ephesians, and Galatians were
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written many centuries before Calvin was born. Calvin is not
the author of the Old and New Testaments. Their Divine Author
is the HOLY GHOST. He it was Who inspired the men who wrote
the books we have quoted. Bible truth cannot be dismissed by
saying it is Calvinism. The question is, "What saith the Scripture 1" If Scripture says a thing, let us humbly and meekly
receive it as the Word of GOD.
Paul was first separated before his birth (Gal. i. 15), then afterwards at his conversion he was "separated unto the Gospel of
GOD" (Rom. i. 1; Acts xxvi. 16); then he was separated for
the work whereunto the HOLY GHOST had called him (see Acts xiii. 2).
What a mercy this was to Paul. What mercy there was in
the mind of GOD towards him before he was born and even from
eternal times. In spite of all the sin of which he would be guilty
GOD intended to show mercy to him, and separated him in His
purpose to that end.
What shall we who are members of GOD'S family say to these
things in regard to ourselves 1 Why is it that we are the children
of GOD and heirs of heaven 1 The only answer we can give is
that GOD in His infinite mercy "hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9)..
Surely we should everlastingly glorify GOD for His separating
mercy. Not a word of harshness towards others should escape
our lips. Not a thought of pride should occupy our minds.
Humbled to the dust should we all be when we remember that
our sins might have brought us down to hell, had not Divine
grace determined our exaltation to heaven.
2. Secondly, we need· to glorify GOD for His calling met·cy.
The regeneration and conversion of a sinner is often represented
in Scripture as due to a Divine call. We read, "Whom He did
predestinate, them He also called." We read, "GOD is faithful,
by Whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His SON, JESUS
CHRIST our LORD." We read of "Him Who hath called you
out of darkness into His marvellous light" (see Rom. viii. 30;
1 Cor. i. 9; 1 Peter ii. 9).
The LORD allowed Paul to grow up to manhood before this
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Divine call came tp him.- He allowed him to use all his energies
in persecuting the people of GOD. At last, however, it pleased
GOD, Who had separated him from his mot)ler's womb, to call
him by His grace (see Gal. i. 15). That call Cll-me to him when
he was near Damascus, engaged in his persecuting work. He
was struck down by a light from heaven and heard a Divine voice
speaking to him. This was a call by grace. Chief of sinners
though he was, the LORD called him by His grace, and demonstrated that he was" a chosen vessel unto Him, to bear His name
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel" (Acts ix.
3, 4, 15).
This call was effectual. It was by grace. It was a call unto
fellowship with Jesus of Nazareth Whom Saul had rejected. It
was a call out of darkness into light. It was a call out of the
broad way which leads to destruction into the narrow way which
leads to life. All the members of the LORD'S family hav.e been
Divinely called. They were dead in sin, but GOD in' His mercy
spoke to them through His Spirit and through His Word, and
quickened them together with CHRIST, and saved them by His
grace. Surely this should lead us to glorify GOD for His calling
mercy!
" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?
" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced us in ;
Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin."

o that we may be enabled humbly, thankfully, and continually
to gl()rify GOD

fo~

His calling mercy!

" 0 for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The SAVIOUR'S praises speak."
3. Thirdly, we need to glorify GOD for His revealing mercy.
The apostle says, "It pleased GOD . . . to reveal His SON in
Me" (Gal. i. 15, 16). It was the good pleasure of GOD to reveal
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His SON in Paul, so that he knew that JESUS of Nazareth, Whomhe had despised and rejected, was the SON of GOD.
Until the time came that GOD in the exercise of His sovereignty
revealed CHRIST to the apost~e, he was utterly ignorant of CHRIST'S
person, His offices, and His work. He" verily thought that he
ought to do many things contrary to the name of JESUS of
Nazareth" (Acts xxvi. 9). When JESUS spoke to him from
heaven he said, "Who art Thou, LORD 1" What a revelation it
was to his heart whe~ tp.e answer came, " I am JESUS, Whom thou
persecutest." Here was a Divine Person speaking to him from
heaven, the very JESUS Whom he had persecuted. He not only
heard His voice, but he saw His face and realized that He Whom
his nation had crucified had indeed risen from the dead, and was
now on the right hand of GOD, far above all principality and power,
and above every name that is named. N~ wonder he counted
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST
JESUS his LORD.
Such a revelation changed the whole current of his life. He·
obtained mercy, and wholeheartedly devoted himself to the service
of Him Who he now realized had loved him in spite of his sins,
and had given Himself for him. "Straightway he preached
CHRIST in the synagogues, that He is the SON of GOD" (Acts ix. 20).
He believed that He had died for his sins according to the Scriptures.
The SON Whom GOD revealed to him was the SON Who had become
incarnate, the SON Who went about doing good, the SON Who
was a Prophet like unto Moses, the SON Who, as a priest after
the order of Melchisedec, had offered Himself without spot to,
GOD as a sacrifice for the sins of His people, the SON Whom GOD
raised from the dead and exalted to His Own right hand, the
SON Who is the I,ORD, MASTER, and KING of His people, the SON
Who is coming again t? welcome all His people to the heavenly
mansions.
The Epistle$ of the apostle show that he grasped all this and
mo.re as the ~esult ~f Divine ~evelation. When Peter said, "Tho~
art the CHRIST, the SON ?f the living GOD," our LORD answered,
"Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jpI}a: for flesh and blood hatll
not revealed it unto thee, but My F;\-?,HER ~ch is in heaven"
(Matt. xvi. 16, 17). In like manner the power t9 see CHRIST
,
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as the SON of GOD, as the LAMB of GOD, and as the holy Substitute
()f sinners requires a Divine revelation.
" No man knoweth the SON but the FATHER; neither knoweth
any man the FATHER, save the SON, and he to whomsoever the
SON will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27). We do not know the FATHER,
'except by Divine revelation, and we do not know the SON, except
by Divine revelation. We are blind and in spiritual darkness
until GOD opens our eyes. GOD, Who commanded the light to
:shine out of darkness must shine in our hearts to give us the light
'Of the knowledge of the glory of GOD in the face of JESUS CHRIST
(see 2 Cor. iv. 6).
Divine revelation is needed to apprehend the FATHER and the
SON, Who with the HOLY GHOST are one GOD. Such revelation
is promised to all the objects of GOD'S mercy. "They shall be
all taught of GOD," CHRIST says. "Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the FATHER, cometh unto Me,"
and him that cometh He will in no wise cast out (see John vi. 45).
If GOD has in His grace revealed His SON to us as our Prophet
'Our Priest, our King, Our Surety, our Sinbearer, and our SAVIOUR,
should we not glorify Him for His mercy ~
The apostle had a good deal to learn after his conversion, but
then the HOLY SPIRIT became his Teacher. His full grasp of
Gospel truth was not learnt from man. The same CHRIST Who
taught the other apostles taught him. Hence he says, " But I certify
you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not
after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught
it, but by the revelation of JESUS CHRIST" (Gal. i. 11, 12).
In like manner the LORD by His Spirit instructs all His people.
They "have an unction from the Holy One and they know all
things." That anointing teacheth them all things through His
Own inspired Word (see 1 John n. 20, 27). If we neglect the
regular study of His Word our knowledge of Divine truth will
necessarily be small. It is only students of the Word that can
rightly pray, " Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy .law" (Ps. cxix. 18).
In so far as we know anything of Divine truth we need to give
GOD the glory. GOD reveals spiritual things by His Spirit (see
1 Cor. ii. 9-13).
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4. Lastly, we need to glorify GOD for testifying opportunu~es.
Why did GOD reveal His SON in Paul·~ It was that he might

preach Him among the heathen (Gal. i. 16). And what a mighty
preacher he was! The whole aim of his after life was to preach
JESUS CHRIST and Him crucified. Wherever he went, suffering
for CHRIST'S sake awaited him, but he said, "None of these things
move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received
of the LORD JESUS, to testify the Gospel of the grace of GOD "
(Acts xx. 24). He laboured more abundantly than all the other
apostles, yet not he, but the grace of GOD Who was with him.
He was a marvellous monument of Divine grace, and he was
most zealous in preaching the Gospel to others that he might
be the instrument of bringing others into the enjoyment of its
blessings.
How is it with us ~ Do we abound in the work of the LORD
(see 1 Cor. xv. 58)~ Paul, by lip and pen, testified of CHRIST.
He longed and prayed for the salvation of others (see Rom. x. 1).
Are we just content to feed on CHRIST ourselves, to hear good
sermons and enjoy Gospel privileges ~ Or do we give any thought
to the hundreds of millions at home and abroad who are destitute of
Gospel privileges~ The churches in J udrea glorified GOD for
all the grace which Paul experienced, and for all the work he
did in the world at large in preaching the Gospel of GOD'S grace
to others. All are not apostles and all are not preachers, but
all may more or less abound in the work of the LORD, and all
can by prayer, effort, and gifts, help forward that work.
We need to glorify GOD if we have tasted of His grace, for His
separating, His calling, and His revealing mercy. We need to
glorify Him also for any opportunities of testimony which He
may give us, and any power He may give us to extend Gospel
knowledge in the dark places of the earth.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

" THOSE in whom the Lord hath put His Spirit let them live as they
list, and I am very sure they will live godly lives."-(Ohristopher Ness.)
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;rAKE HEED HOW AND WHAT.
"Take heed therefore how ye hear."-LuKE viii. 18.
" Take heed what ye hear."-MARK iv. 24.
(Oontinued from the February issue.)
Our Lord's next injunction to His people is"TAKE HEED WHAT

YE

HEAR."

vVe need to take heed how we hear and also to take heed what we
hear. It is highly important that we should so hear the Gospel
that it will be the power of God unto our salvation. It is equally
important that we should take heed that what we hear is the Gospel.
In the case of the preaching of our Lord there was no need to
take heed what the hearers heard from Him. He was full of grace
and truth. He came to bear witness to the t,:uth. He always
spoke the words of God. His ~postles also preached the pure
Gospel. But our Lord knew that false teachers would arise. Hence
His warning to take heed what we hear was intended to be observed
by His people all through the Christian dispensation. Even in
our Lord's time there wereFALSE TEACHERS.

He warned His disciples to "Take heed and beware. of the leaven
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." By the leaven He meant
" the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees" (Matt. xvi.
6, 12).
These were the leading men in the Jewish Church. The Pharisees
" continually appeared righteous unto men," but within they were
"full of hypocrisy and iniquity." For a pretence they made long
prayer (see Matt. xxiii. 14,27,28). Many might easily be deceived
by them and be led away by their false teaching, but our Lord
knew their hearts and He warned His disciples to beware of the
false doctrines which they taught. There were false teachers in
THE APOSTLES' TIME.

The Apostle Paul says, "Mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; AND

·
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AVOID THEM. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own beJly; and by good words and fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the simple" (Rom. xvi. 17, 18). These
teachers used" good words andfair speeches," yet t4ey were teaching
error. They were not serving Christ in spite of their outward
piety, and the apostle says, "Avoid them." This is very dillerent
from sitting under their ministry. "Avoid them," not flock to
hear them.
The Apostle John is believed to have lived to a gr~at age, and in
his time false teachers had also arisen. Hence he says, "Try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world." God's people were to test these teachers
by the Scriptures. However excellent they might seem to be, they
were not to be believed unless their teachings were Scriptural.
"Beloved, b,elieve not every spirit." "As ye have heard that
antichrist shall .come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby
we know that it is the last time" (1 John ii. 18; iv.l).
Thus even in our Lord's time, and in the time of the apostles, the
people of God needed to take heed what they heard. They were not
to sit regularly under a ministry of error, even though" good words
and fair speeches" were mingled with it. "Beware," our Lord
says, "of false prophets." They may come in sheep's .clothing,
but if their teaching is unscriptural and unevangelical the Lord's
people are to beware of them.
Our Lord's warning had reference also to the
GENERAL ApOSTASY

that would overtake Christendom. In His discourse on the Mount
of Olives He said, "Take heed that no man deceive you. For
many shall come in My Name, saying, I am Christ; and shall
deceive many." "Many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold." Again in reference to the closing period He says,
" There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew
great signs and w9nders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall de,ceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before"
(M;ttt. xxiv. 4, 5, 11, 12, 24, 25).
These warnings show the need of our having .clear and full
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knowledge of Bible truth, and clear powers of spiritual perception,
otherwise we may easily be led astray. Christians in the last
days will specially need to be Bible students, else the great signs and
wonders which false teachers may be able to do will easily lead them
astray. In this connection we need to notice that of "the Man of
sin " the apostle says that his coming" is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders" (2 Thess. ii. 9).
" Behold, I have told you before," our Lord says. He has warned
us beforehand. Shall we listen to His voice and take heed, or shall
we hearken to other voices and allow ourselves even temporarily
to be led astray by false prophets?
Note the warnings of
THE INSPIRED ApOSTLE PAUL.
He says, "I know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by
the space of three years I ceased not to warn everyone night and
day with tears" (Acts xx. 29-31).
Notice the words" with tears," and gather from them the deep
concern in the heart of the great apostle lest the Lord's people
should be led away by the false teachers whom he knew would arise.
The Church of God cannot be nourished and established with error.
It is only the Word of His grace which is able to build them up
(Acts xx. 32.)
It is the Holy Spirit of God Himself Who, through the apostles,
warns us of the dangers which even now confront us. "THE
SPIRIT speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils" (1 Tim. iv. 1). The same Holy Spirit warns us that" The
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine ...
and they shall jturn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4).
In view of all this our Lord says to His people, "Take heed what
ye hear." Does not this also mean that parents should take heed
what their children hear? Are they obeying Christ's warning if
for the sake of what is called a good education they place their
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children for three parts of the year in schools under the teaching
of Modernists or Sacerdotalists ~ If we take heed what we hear
then we shall beware of Churches and Chapels and Schools where
error is taught, and where the Gospel in its purity, and fulness is
absent. For the sake of our own souls and for the sake of the
souls of our children we need to give humble, full, close, and
constant attention to the words, " TAKE HEED WHAT YE HEAR."
THE EDITOR.
THE THAW.
THE ice and snow we lately saw,
Which covered all the ground,
Are melted soon before the thaw,
And can no more be found.
Could all the art of man suffice
To move away the snow,
To clear the rivers from the ice,
Or make the waters flow ~
No, 'tis the work of God alone;
An emblem of the power
By which He melts the heart of stone
In His appointed hour.
All outward means, till He appears,
Will ineffectual prove;
Though much the sinner sees and hears,
He cannot learn to love.
But let the stoutest sinner feel
The softening warmth of grace,
Though hard as ice, or rocks, or steel,
His heart dissolves apace.
Seeing the blood which Jesus spilt
To save his soul from woe,
His hatred, unbelief, and guilt,
All melt away like snow.
Jesus, we in Thy name entreat,
Reveal Thy gracious arm;
And grant Thy Spirit's kindly heat,
Our frozen hearts to warm.
(John Newton.)
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WELLSPRINGS.
" When Jesus came into the coasts of Cmsa1'ea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
And they said, Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: some,
Elias,. and <;>thers, Jeremias, 01' one of the prophets. He saith
unto them, But Whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
And Jesus answered, and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in heaven."-MATTHEw xvi. 13-17.

IF and since in His magnanimous grace and mercy it can be truly
said of " R " that from a child she has" known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make wise unto salvation," and that the breathings
of her heart and the longing of her soul throughout the years of her
life, from childhood to old age, have been expressed with the hymn
writer, " Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want," surely now the reachings
out and ardent desires of the soul are more intense for the Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end of His people's salvation, and for
all the blessings wrapped up in the salvation of God for His redeemed.
I was pondering recently, with deep solemnity of heart, that most
sacred chapter-John xvii. It is treading upon such holy ground,
where in that High Priestly prayer to His Father, t,he Lord Jesus
permits the veil to be lifted, as it were, and for His children by adoption
to hear those profound words; words so unutterably holy, so di,-inely
conclusive, that all the work of His people's salvation given Him to
accomplish, was done, and He was about to return to the glory which
He had with His Father before the world began. He is about to be
parted from His little band of followers; He sees in them the triumphs
of His own sacrificial work about to be accomplished on Calvary ;
and He sees them as though they were already safe in the glory, and
only and altogether in and through the intrinsic value of His own
most precious blood could He declare of them, " And they have kept
Thy word"! Only by His own most glorious power could He tell
His Father these "have believed that Thou didst send Me," and
"I have given them Thy words, and they have received them." It
was ever with the triumphs of the cross before Him that " He saw
of the travail of His soul and was satisfied."
One loves to ponder over every word of the precious Lord J esu,,;
as Son of Man! To follow Him in thrice-blessed meditation; to
think upon His words, which to those who heard them with the
natural ear were truly "wondrous words"; to think of the tone
of His voice-how it must have varied according to occasion i-and
of the look from those holy eyes, oft sad and sorrowful, yet which
could be piercing and penetrating as a flame of fire to His enemies.
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To think of His oft repeated visits to Bethany, and all that it must
have meant to the lonely Stranger and despised Nazarene; and that
amid all the contradicti<;>ns of sinners against Himself, the cavillings
and bitter criticisms, the captious questions put to entangle Him
in His words, it speaks volumes that the heart of the Man of Sorrows
was oft weary and sad, and that He would betake Himself to that
little home and spend a brief season of rest and refreshing of. spirit
with the three occupants of it in holy conversation. "Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus" (John xi. 5). His love was
seen and declared when, at the open grave of His friend, we are told
how" Jesus wept," and the Jews said, " Behold how He loved him."
That home of those three true-hearted disciples was one of tbe few
bright spots in the life of Jesus upon earth.
And our text displays another moment of gladness when, upon
His putting the question closer home than to men in general, He
turns to His disciples and asks, " But Whom say ye that I the Son
(If Man am ~" and wins from Simon Peter the ready and Spiritinspired response, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."
It was not that Jesus did not know, for He reads the heart of every
man through and through, and knows their every "thought and
intent." But He put the question to His disciples to draw them
the nearer, to come closer home than" men" afar off, to "ye," My
own chosen few-" Whom do ye say that I am ~" And it draws
forth that loving spontaneous reply from Peter, always impetuous
and impulsive as he was, but which was to cheer the heart of his
beloved Master and Lord, by Whom alone His disciple had received
this divinely imparted secret.
How rare was such an occasion! How seldom did that Holy,
Sinless One hear such a declaration! How much more frequent were
such utterances as, "Why eateth your Master 'with publicans and
sinners ~" "And they laughed Him to scorn"; "He casteth out
devils through the prince of devils"; "Whence hath this Man this
wisdom and these mighty words; is not this the carpenter's son ~ "
The devoted love of that woman to her Lord when she came with her
," alabaster box of very precious ointment and poured it upon His
head" but called forth the words of indignation, " To what purpose
is this waste ~" The scribes charged the Holy One of God with
"speaking blasphemies" when He forgave sins. His friends said,
"< He is beside Himself." Some of the scribes and elders had the
audacity to ask of Him, " By what authority doest Thou these things;
and who gave Thee authority to do these things ~" On the cross,
the people and the elders derided the suffering Saviour with the
taunt, " He saved others; Himself He cannot save." And we could
multiply instances of these profane vituperations and contradictions
of sinners against His Holy Sinless Being, but we must return to and
.gather up the threads of our text.
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." Here is a sparkle
d light which beams out amongst others of the contrary kind which
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we have been quoting. It corresponds with such gladdening and
Christ-exalting ones as, "Never man spake like this Man"; "He
hath done all things well"; "What a word is this! for with authority
and power He commandeth the unclean spirits and they come out" ;
" I find no fault in Him"; "Truly this was the Son of God."
Beloved reader, the question is crucial; it is heart-reaching and
heart-searching; it is an all-important matter, this personal question" But Whom say ye that I the Son of Man am ? "
" , What think ye of Christ?' is the test
To try both your state and your scheme ;
You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of Him.
"As Jesus appears in your view,
As He is beloved or not;
So God is disposed to you,
And mercy or wrath are your lot."

What do you and I think of the Son of Man, God's Anointed, the
Holy One of God? And our saying and thinking is not enough of
itself. It is dependent upon the eternal declaration that" No man
can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost." No man can call Him
Lord and do not the things that He commands. It is Who and What
He is to you and to me. Is He to your heart and mine as He was
to that humble fisherman's, "The Christ, the Son of the Living God,"
the Eternal Son, set up from everlasting to be the Saviour of His.
people? Oh! eternity is in that reply of Peter's, and none could
have given such an answer except it had been given him from above.
" Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee Peter, but my Father
in heaven." It was a reply in harmony with the words when" Jesu
rejoiced in spirit and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that Thou hasthid these things from the wise and prudent and
hast revealed them unto babes; even so, Father, for so it seemed
good in Thy sight" (Luke x. 21). Here are these babes again before
their Master-these poor, uneducated, simple-hearted, fishermen
disciples; uneducated, possessing no worldly knowledge, but well
learned in heavenly wisdom, and for which Christ could honour His
own work and say, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh
and blood have not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is
in heaven." This is a Royal recognition of a sovereign work, even
the life of God in: the soul of every redeemed son and daughter of
the Lord God Almighty. To each, Jesus is "the Son of the living
God." He is Christ the Anointed One. He is the" holy, harmless,
undefiled One separate from sinners." He is the Law-fulfiller. He
is the Righteousness of God unto and upon all who believe. He
is the sinner's glorious Substitute; their Alone Hope; their sure
Refuge and Hiding-Place; their Alone Saviour. They have none
other plea; none other name under heaven whereby to approach
the Holy God and Judge; and no joy apart from Him Who is theireverlasting Light and Glory.
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Are you and am I amongst these thrice blessed childrep. of the
Heavenly Father who can say from grace-taught hearts, "Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God" ~ and if so, who can
eternally rejoice, that Jesus has said to us, "Flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but My Father Which is in heaven." Oh!
be quite sure, my beloved reader, that you have learned the only
religion acceptable in God's sight, even that of revelation. Theory
will not do; knowledge of the word, however high in its attainment
intellectually, will not avail; great and clever talk will avail you
nothing unless it comes by heavenly revelation. That revelation
so humbles the sinner, and exalts a precious Christ, that the result is
to find such an one a humble walker, a quiet talker, with a loathing
of self, and a gracious God-given faith which fastens upon a precious
and exalted Christ as the only hope and name whereby we can be
saved, and with a holy boldness is enabled to say, "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." Sure I am, on the authority of
the Blessed Word, that no soul thus taught of Him ever looked to
Jesus and found that Face turned away, but rather drew nearer
to His heart of love to hear the expressions of His joy therefrom,
" Blessed art thou ... for flesh and blood have not revealed it unto
thee, but My Father Which is in heaven." Nothing but a Spiritrevealed religion which fastens upon a precious Christ will ensure
my passport to heaven, or satisfy the longings of the soul on earth.
May you and I, beloved readers, hear those gracious words of revelation, " Blessed art thou."
R.
MAKING THE MAGAZINE KNOWN.
ONE of our kind readers recently wrote: "I am enclosing an extract
from a letter recently received from one to whom it has been my
privilege to introduce the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Surely there is great
scope for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to be circulated among the Lord's
people in the hundreds, perhaps thousands, of villages, where the
Gospel of the Grace of God is no longer preached from the pulpits.
People who are denied Scriptural teaching and spiritual worship in
their parish churches seem to welcome very warmly such a magazine
when once they know of it." No doubt our kind correspondent's
statement is true in many instances, -and we hope all our readers will
follow his good example in introducing the Magazine, especially to
those who are shut off from a faithful ministry.
The extract to which our friend refers says: "The GOSPEL MAGAZINE
I find a very great blessing to me. It is so wonderful in all this great
world o! upset and dissatisfaction to be put into touch with living
torches. I do thank God for giving me my heart's desire."
Another recent letter from a kind reader told us that he, too, had
secured a new subscriber. Many of our old subscribers are being
called Home, and we pray that others may be disposed to take their
place.
8
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CORNELIUS.

Part II.
A MERCHANTMAN SEEKING GOODLY PEARLS
(ACTS x).
A

SERMON BY THE LATE DR. ADOLPH SAPHIR
ONE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE.

Is there an exception to the rule which is implied in the words of
Jesus, "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened to you"? Of all the thousands who,
in the course of centuries, have heard and followed this invitation,
was there ever a single individual who could say, " I tested the truth
of this promise-I asked, I sought, I knocked-but in vain"? No,
not one. He may have asked for days, without receiving; he may
have been a seeker for months, without finding; he may have
anxiously knocked for a long period, without obtaining an entrance:
like John Bunyan and Martin Luther, he may for a long time have
languished in darkness and fetters; like Augustine, he may have
made many unsuccessful efforts, and been thrown back again and
again by the superior strength of the world and his unrenewed nature
and Satan; he may have been held captive by the dazzling sophistry
of human wisdom and philosophy, like many a sceptic in our own
day-but, whenever God implants in the soul of man the desire after
truth, light, and peace, it cannot be otherwise but that finally the
victory is won-the weary pilgrim, roused by God to leave the City
of Destruction, at last finds rest at the cross of reconciliation. The
history of Cornelius speaks comfort and encouragement to all sincere
seekers, and tells them to wait patiently and pray perseveringly"The Lord will perfect that which concerneth you."
Cornelius was prepared to hear the Divine message, but the servant
of the Lord was not yet prepared to preach it to him. Peter, the
apostle of the circumcision, was chosen by God to admit the first
Gentile into the visible Church. It was through his instrumentality
that the Jewish Christian Church had been founded in Jerusalem.
The peculiar gifts which God had bestowed upon him, and which the
Spirit had sanctified, singled him out to be the representative and
leader of the apostles. We would naturally expect that the first
Gentile should be instructed and baptized by Paul, who was appointed
to labour, not so much among his kinsmen according to the flesh,
as the other nations, and to whom was given such a clear insight
into the counsel of God concerning Israel and the Gentiles. But,
on a more thoughtful consideration, it will appear that it was in a
manner meet that the admission of Cornelius into the Church of
Christ should be brought about by him who had planted the churches
of Judrea.
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This event was, as it were, the commencement of the times of the
Gentiles. The dawn of the truth among the Gentiles was synchronous
with the approaching sunset among Israel; and there seems, if
we may so express it, a deep and delicate significance and propriety in
the fact of the apostle of the circumcision being chosen to introduce
this important transition.
The Gentile reader of this day does not find it easy to understand
the great difficulty which Jews, and even converted Jews, like Peter,
felt, when the idea was presented to them, that the Gentiles were
to be admitted at once, and without passing through Judaism, into
the fellowship of Christ's Church.
Let us first remember, that the Old Testament is as universal as the
New, and that the New Testament is as Jewish as the Old. The Old
Testament speaks as much of the enlightenment, the conversion, and
the blessedness of the Gentile nations, as the Gospels, Epistles, and
the prophetic book of the New recognize the peculiar privileges of
Israel, and the unchangeable purposes of mercy which God has concerning them. The universal character of the Old Testament meets
us in the very first verse of Genesis; it is the constant theme of the
prophets' praise and joy, that all nations and kindreds and tribes
will be blessed by Israel's God and Redeemer. How many beautiful
glimpses into the Gentile world do the ancient Scriptures give us,
showing us that the Lord had not forgotten them, and did not leave
them without revelations of His truth and goodness! Do they not
lead us to imagine that Melchisedec, king of Salem, was the centre
of God-fearing believers ~ that there were devout worshippers of
Jehovah, like Job, in the land of Uz ~ Can we conceive that Joseph
in Egypt refrained from testifying for the God of his fathers ~ Do
we not read of Jethro in the land of Midian as of one who was not
without the knowledge of God ~ May not the case of Naaman
the Syrian, who, through the words of the little maid, was led to the
prophet of Israel, where he found health for his body, and peace for
his soul, have been one of many instances of like nature ~ or that
still more wonderful mission of Jonah to the Ninevites, and the
influence of Daniel in Babylon-traces of which we find in the inquiry
of the three wise men of the east about the new-born King of the
J ews ~ It shows utter ignorance of the Old Testament to speak
of it as an exclusive book.
But, notwithstanding that the prophecies concerning the Gentiles
are so numerous and distinct, it was not strange that the believing
Jews should expect that the Gentiles would require first to become
Jews, and adopt the law of Moses, ere they could be received into
the communion of the Church. It is difficult for us to understand
a future dispensation or period in the history of God's kingdom.
It is difficult for us now to realize the future, when Israel shall
again be restored to its natural and Divinely-appointed priority (the
very thing which Paul anticipated [Rom. xi] having to a great
extent occurred, viz., the Gentiles not understanding the mystery
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concerning Israel). In like manner it was difficult for Peter and the
believing Jews to understand the approaching period of the Gentiles.
They were not actuated by pride, although they may not have been
free from it; even as now the ignorance concerning Israel's future
cannot be attributed to want of humility. But, when the golden
time has come, when not Israel without the Gentiles, nor the Gentiles
without Israel, but both together shall know and serve the Lord,
then shall we understand the manifold wisdom of God in the dispensations of His kingdom, and exclaim with thankful and adoring
hearts, " 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! "
God taught Peter by a vision. The apostle saw heaven opened,
and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great
sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: wherein
were all manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts,
and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice
to him, " Rise, Peter, kill and eat." But Peter said, " Not so, Lord."
Reader, meditate on this" Not so," and learn to admire it. Peter
cannot even obey a vision, which contradicts the written Word of
God. He feels his conscience bound by that sure Word which the
Lord has given for the guidance of His people. (Compare 2 Peter i.
16-19.) With firmness, and, at the same time, with the true humility
of a child and servant, he said, reverently, " Not so, Lord; for I have
never eaten anything that is common or unclean." The vision
declared, "What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common."
This was done thrice, in order to impress it solemnly on the apostle's
memory and mind.
The message appeared dark and mysterious. Peter doubted within
himself, and meditated on its meaning, waiting for further light and
direction from above. While in this state, the Spirit said unto him,
" Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down,
and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them." Peter
could not fail to perceive that there was a connection between the
vision and the arrival of the strangers. After having heard their
message, he welcomed and lodged them; and the following morning,
accompanied by certain brethren from Joppa, he went with them to
Cresarea.
There a solemn assembly was anxiously awaiting his arrival.
Cornelius had called together his kinsmen and friends, for he felt
that the most important and blessed event of his ,life was at hand.
Oh, how earnest, and yet how joyful must have been the thoughts
of this Gentile Simeon, waiting for the consolation of Israel! Yet
there may have been fear mixed up with hopeful expectation; for
can the timid heart of the sinner anticipate the peacefulness and
joyousness of the Divine message?
When Peter entered, Cornelius, we are told, worshipped him. As
the messenger of God, as the directly commissioned herald of the
Divine counsel, Peter appeared to him worthy of more than ordinary
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veneration; but the apostle, as all servants of the Lord, shrinking
back with horror from such homage, took him up, saying, " I myself
also am a man." We are God's ambassadors and heralds, but not
God's representatives and vicars. He then explains the reason why
he, a Jew, came to them who were Gentiles. It was on his way to
Cresarea that the full meaning of the vision was disclosed to him.
God's message often lies dormant within us, till in the course of
providence, by meditation and prayer, it springs up, delighting us
with its beauty and fragrance, and bringing forth fruit unto holiness.
Cornelius replies by narrating the vision in which God had mercifully
directed him to the apostle. How beautiful is his narrative in its
unadorned simplicity, and how solemn the conclusion-" Now therefore are we all here present, to hear all things that are commanded
thee of God!" This is a true description of a Christian congregation.
They are assembled-and they feel it-before God, to hear not man's
wisdom, but the message of the most High, a message sent expressly
to them. Congregation of Christ, will not thy heavenly Father give
thee daily bread? will He send His poor and hungry children empty
away? will He not hear the prayers of the flock and the pastor, and
lead them to green pastures and beside the still waters? Then
Peter opened his mouth. Oh, how easy and delightful is it to preach
God's truth to earnest, humble minds, who thus expect a message
from God! Had we congregations like that assembled in the house
of the centurion, would not preachers like Peter be more frequent?
Is it only in the preacher that prayer and meditation are necessary
preparations for the sanctuary? If he is to preach with faith and
love and power, and if he cannot obtain this without prayer, are not
the people to hear and to receive the Word with meekness? and is
not the spirit of meekness a stranger except to praying and waiting
hearts? Even a Paul beseeches the Ephesians to pray for him,
"that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth
boldly to make known the mystery of the Gospel"! And not merely
in their solitude and prayer-meetings ought people to send up fervent
supplications, that God may send and bless the message; but during
the sermon itself, preacher and people ought to be in the spirit of
prayer, as before God, so that the amen at the conclusion of the
sermon may be not merely a formal, but a real expression of the
spirit of humble and expectant supplication which pervades tbe
service.
Peter opened his mouth and declared the counsel of God. He
felt that he addressed a prepared people, and that it was his duty
to preach to them the glad tidings of salvation. The sum and substance of the message Peter announces (verse 36) is Peace by Jesus
Ohrist. There is a peace of ignorance, of worldliness, of sin, of
superstition, of sentimental, self-made religiousness; but there is
only one kind of true, lasting, and secure peace, even by Jesus Christa peace which has its origin in the love of the Father, against Whom
we have rebelled-which is founded on the expiation of Golgotha-
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which is imparted by the Spirit, and which, therefore, passeth all
understanding, and keeps our hearts and minds unto life everlasting.
It is a peace in God which is disturbed and clouded by all sin,
selfishness, and worldliness-which is from above, and can, therefore,
prosper only when we live in heavenly places. It is a peace which
is based upon righteousness, even the righteousness of Christ embraced
by faith, and which leads to joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom. xiv. 7).
It is a peace which the world, which aught flesh-born cannot give,
for it is Spirit-born; and which the world cannot take away, for
it is independent of all outward difficulties, trials, and privations.
It is the peace of God, and therefore holy, pure, perfect, eternal.
God, saith Peter, has preached peace by Jesus Christ. The Word
of God made flesh-that is, Christ is peace. Jesus, the manifestation
of the Father's inmost heart and thought towards sinful men, is the
Father's message to the world, saying, Peace be with you. 'Write
it, then, in thy heart, 0 sinner. When Jesus approaches guilty
sinners, and says to them, Peace be with you, He is only saying what
He has received of the Father-He is revealing to them the mind
of God.
Peter unfolds the message by setting before them:1. Christ's life and death. His life was the life of Immanuel, God
with us (verse 38). He brought the truth of God, and the power
of God, enlightening, and comforting, and healing. The Anointed,
full of the Holy Ghost, went about doing good. This is the simple
description of His holy, spotless, righteous life. His death was the
death of the Lamb of God taking away the sin of the world. It
revealed the depth of man's sin, hatred against God and His law, and
alienation from His love. His death on the tree (verse 39) points out
that He was made a curse for us, He Who came out of infinite blessedness and glory. And, as in His life He was Immanuel, so on the cross
also it is the Son of God Who is obedient unto death; God was in
Christ reconciling the world to Himself.
2. Christ's resurrection. God acknowledged Jesus as His Son;
He accepted His sacrifice as an atonement for our sin; He set His
seal to the exclamation of the dying Saviour, "It is finished," when
He raised Jesus from the dead. Hence our salvation is sure and
complete. In Christ, Who is the resurrection and the life, we also
are raised to newness of life, and to an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The resurrection of the Covenant
Head is the peace and joy of His people. Therefore, they commemorate
it every week, and regard the day on which God made the stone which
the builders rejected the head stone of the corner, as a day which the
Lord has made, in which they rejoice and are glad. And because
Christ's resurrection is the ground of our hope, the risen Saviour
appeared unto His disciples, condescended to the weakness and
unbelief of Thomas, ate and drank with the apostles (verse 41), and
thus fitted them to testify with all boldness and certainty of the
great fact.
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Peter having explained the Lord's salvation applies the message
by declaring :3. That Jesus is ordained of God to be judge of the quick and dead.
On the one hand, this shows us the blessedness of all who trust in
Him. Jesus, Who loved us unto death-Jesus, Who is touched
with a feeling of our infirmity-Jesus, Who is not ashamed to call
us brethren-the God-man full of sympathy and compassion; nay,
more, He Who is the Head of the Church, the Bridegroom of our
souls, of Whom we can say not merely that we are with Him, or near
Him, but in Him, He, according to the wonderful wisdom and mercy
of the Father, is to be our Judge! On the other hand, it shows that
there is only one way of salvation and of escape, and exhorts us
solemnly and urgently to behold the Lamb of God, to kiss the Son,
to yield ourselves to Him in humble submission. But if there be
any doubt still on your mind as to His willingness to receive you,
Peter declares finally that God has no other message to mankind
than that of forgiveness. All the prophets testify of Him, as of a
Saviour and Redeemer. If this be the message intrusted to all
prophets, then it follows, that by doubting this, you doubt the truth
of all God's Word; and, if you believe that God's Word is true, then
you cannot doubt that whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins. 0 thou suspicious heart, slow to believe all that
God hath said through prophets and apostles concerning Christ,
unlearn thy thoughts (Isa. Iv. 7, 8) and learn God's thoughts, though
they be heaven-high above thy hopes and anticipations! "Whosoever" believeth! Jew or Gentile, old or young; though his sins
be many, and his guilt aggravated, and his past ingratitude and
indifference exceedingly great. "Whosoever," methinks is a wide
gate; is there not room for you to enter? "Whosoever," methinks
is a strait gate. Proud, self-righteous man does not like to enter
merely on the strength of "whosoever." We like to be somebody,
not anybody. It is a kind of pride which makes the sinner wish
to find something in the Bible about himself as an individual, over
and above what refers to him as a sinner. Yet, Jesus says, "If
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink." But, blessed be
God, He makes us come on the strength of whosoever. So came
Paul, not as a Pharisee, according to the law blameless, zealously
working out his righteousness, obeying the precepts and commandments; but what he thought formerly gain he counted but loss,
and threw it aside, and came as "whosoever." So came the thief
on the cross, and threw aside his past sin and guilt, and did not allow
it to keep him back, for the Spirit explained to him" whosoever."
Reader, whosoever you are, where are you standing? Have you
entered in at the strait gate? And has the Spirit ministered unto
you an abundant entrance into the kingdom of grace and truth ?
God forgives through Christ. You know it so well, have heard it
so often, could explain it yourself. I am almost afraid to weary
you with repeating it again, that God forgives, fully, freely, presently,
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everlastingly; but it is not lost time to ask ourselves, Have I received
it ~ And am I living as one of God's forgiven children ~
Such was Peter's sermon; and while he yet spake the Holy Ghost
fell on all them that heard the word. Then they called Jesus Lord,
and magnified God. For the Spirit reveals Christ in His glory and
beauty, so that the soul desires Him; in His mercy and love, so that
·the soul draws near with humility and courage. Then the word
proves itself to be the power of God-the entrance of Thy word
.giveth light, it giveth understanding unto the simple, the Lord sends
out His light and truth to bring us unto His holy hill, and to His
tabernacle, and to praise Him as God-our God. Then we believe
the glad tidings and rejoice; and, passing from darkness into marvellous
light, from death unto life, we adore and bless the God of our salvation.
The apostle and his Jewish companions were astonished and, doubtless,
filled with gratitude and joy. Now they saw that the Lord had
given His Spirit to the Gentiles, and there could be no doubt or
hesitation in their minds; but cheerfully and with an adoring heart
Peter commanded Cornelius and his friends to be baptized in the
name of the Lord. The covenant was confirmed and sealed; they
were solemnly dedicated to be Christ's.
Now Cornelius has received, has found, has entered. He has
received light from God and found acceptance with Him; a perfect
and sure salvation, an everlasting righteousness, a heavenly peace,
a Divine joy, which no man can take from him. He has found the
pearl of great price, even Him in Whom dwelleth the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, and Who of God is made to us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption; in Whom and through
Whom we have all things; of Whose fulness we receive grace for
grace. He has entered into the family of God, the Church of the
first-born, the congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ; no longer an
alien from the commonwealth of Israel, and a stranger from the
covenants of promise, but a fellow-citizen with the saints, and of
the household of God.
Blessed be God that Cornelius persevered; that he did not rest
satisfied until he had found God; that he did not make obedience,
prayers, alms, his Saviour; that his soul panted after the living God.
" Seek ye my face," is God's gracious command and invitation. Hast
thou seen God face to face, and is thy life preserved? Hast thou
had thy Peniel? Jesus is the revelation, the countenance of God:
to see Him is to live for ever (Gen. xxxii. 30; John xiv. 9; xvii. :5).

" THAT excellent man the late Rev. Mr. Joseph Hart made it his
inviolable rule, not to let an Arian, an Arminian, or any unsound
preacher, occupy his pulpit so much as once. His usual saying on
those occasions, was, I will keep my pulpit as chaste as my bed."(Toplady.)
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TRIBULATION OUR APPOINTED PORTION.
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY J. C. PHILPOT.
" In the world ye shall have tribulation."-JoHN xvi. 33.
THE Lord knows what our hearts are. He knows what a close affinity
there is between our nature and a tempting, alluring world. And
He knows that each one carries a little world in his own bosom. He
therefore declares that "in the world we shall have tribulation,"
a promise as sure as that" in Him we shall have peace." How glad
we should be to separate these two things! How pleased we should
be to have no tribulation in the world, and yet to have peace in Christ!
How our coward flesh shrinks from tribulation! The very thought
of it at times makes us tremble. Yet the Lord has so joined together
these two things-peace in Himself, and tribulation in the worldthat they never can be put asunder; and so far from a possibility
of their being severed, we may add, they bear to each other the
closest and nearest relation.
The Lord, then, has promised that "in the world we shall have
tribulation." But how this staggers a child of God! He can understand, or seem to understand, what it is to have peace in Christ; but
that his allotted path should be tribulation in the world, how it seems
to cut deep, as it were, into the very fibres of his heart! And yet
how needful, how indispensably needful it is, to have tribulation in
the world; for how closely bound up our heart is in it. How glued
and fettered our carnal heart is to the things of time and sense! What
proneness, what daily, hourly proneness there is to go after idols;
to amuse our vain mind with passing shows; to take an interest in
the veriest trifles which surround us; and thus forsake the Fountain
of living waters, and hew out to ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns
that hold no water. What a veil of enchantment, too, is often over
our eyes; and therefore, what a series of trouble----;what days, and
weeks, and months, and years of trial does it take to convince us that
the world is not our home, not our rest, not our enduring habitation.
We live in a fallen world, and, therefore, in this fallen world tribulation
of some kind or another must be our lot. We are born into a sinful
world, and carry about with us a sinful nature which is intimately
and closely connected with the world; and therefore all the evils
which are entailed upon a sinful world are entailed upon us by rightful
inheritance. The wrath of God rests upon the world, because it
lieth in the "wicked one," and we therefore, as sojourners in this
vale of tears, come under His chastening hand.
But the Lord mercifully and graciously makes use of tribulation
in various shapes and forms to bring us out of the world, that we
may not be condemned with it, nor make it our rest and home. Thus
He draws us to His blessed feet, that in Him we may find that peace
which we never can find anywhere else. But what various sources
of tribulation there are! If you and I could lay our hearts bare
to each other; if we could compare our various sources of tribulation,
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how different they might be; yet each has his own suffering path,
and each, perhaps, might think his tribulation the hardest to be
endured. For instance, our very connection with the world is sure
to entail with it tribulation. If a man has a business in the world,
the very calling by which he lives will be connected with tribulation.
There will be anxious cares, blighted prospects, disappointed hopes,
bad debts, and a thousand painful circumstances so connected with
the very business that he follows, so intimately blended with the
worldly calling whereby he earns his daily bread, that he cannot
escape tribulation from the very source of his natural subsistence.
How, too, the closest family ties prove sources of tribulation! If
we have beloved children they may be taken away or grow up to
grieve us. If we have loving partners they may be snatched from
our fond bosom. Our keenest sorrows may spring from our dearest
and nearest social ties. And from these things there is no escape.
No wisdom or contrivance of ours can prevent them. They are so
appointed by the Lord, they are so laid in our path, they are so
fastened round our neck, they are so a part of our allotted portion,
that escape them we cannot.
A PSALM FOR THESE SAD TIMES.
" 0 LORD God, to Whom vengeance belongeth; 0 God, to Whom
vengeance belongeth, shew Thyself.
" Lift up Thyself, Thou Judge of the earth: render a reward to
the proud.
" Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph ~
" How long shall they utter and speak hard things ~ and all the
workers of iniquity boast themselves ~
" They break in pieces Thy people, 0 Lord, and afflict Thine heritage.
" They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the fatherless.
"Yet they say, The Lord shall not see, neither shall the God of
Jacob regard it.
"Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when
will ye be wise ~
" He that planted the ear, shall He not hear? He that formed the
eye, shall He not see ~
" He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not He correct? He that
teacheth man knowledge, shall not He know ~
" The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.

*

*

*

" They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous,
and condemn the innocent blood.
" But the Lord is my defence; and my God is the rock of my
refuge.
" And He shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut
them off in their own wickedness; yea, the Lord our God shall cut
them off."-(Ps. xciv. 1-11; 21-23.)
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"NOT BY WATER ONLY."
I WONDER how many homeless and hungry mothers, in the snows of
the Pyrenees, have felt, since this year began, as Hagar felt, nearly
four thousand years ago, when she cast herself down and said, "Let
me not see the death of the child"? She had endured all that even
love could nerve her to endure. Presently she would retrace the
distance between them, and find what consolation was to be found
in the fact that all was over, her son and her hopes were gone for ever.
So she " sat her down over against him, and lifted up her voice and
wept." The tears of sorrow and of need are, I suppose, supplications
without words. Thus Hagar prayed, and thus, in the extremity of
thirst Ishmael complained and his cry entered heaven.
What amazing tenderness there is in the question that came to the
desolate mother-" What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not, for God
hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad,
and hold him in thine hand, for I will make him a great nation."
How could he die, while his unborn posterity was already counted by
God? Then, close beside her she saw a well of water. She filled the
bottle and gave the lad drink. Would she, later on, when she saw
that" God was with the lad," think of the earlier time when at the
fountain in the way to Shur she had seen the invisible God. It was
at a fountain in the wilderness then, it was at a well in the wilderness
again that she had been visited and blessed by the God of Abraham.
But why should she have a blessing, and find mercy when she was
only a bondwoman and whose son was not to inherit? And there
are those to whom the Psalmist refers for all time, who are bound
in affiiction and iron, who wander in the wilderness in a solitary way
and are hungry and thirsty, their soul fainting in them. But the
Lord says that they should hold fast their hope in Him, hold it to
the end. They need not with Hagar cast down their expectation
" a good way off" as if beyond the compass of salvation and mercy
and restoration and promise. There is a well beside them. How
dimmed our eyes are! We need Him to show us the depth of mercy
and consolation that is at our very side.
There is a "word," of which Moses and Paul spoke, a word that
is not in heaven out of reach, neither beyond the sea where no one
can ever go. "It is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off-it is
very nigh unto thee." I thought of the nearness of this word, and
that it comes with the refreshment of water, one day when feeling
the need of direction. The way that help came, i.e., the thought
of what had best be done, was as if from no distance. It was just
there, as a still small voice perhaps, there, without any rushing sound
or tumult. It was nigh me.
We read of the Israelites that they" drank of the Rock that followed
them, and that Rock was Christ." With Him is the well of life,
the fountain of all water, whether for this life or for that which is
to come. They were not all Israel that were of Israel. The mixed
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multitude, and the thousands who perished during the forty years
because of their unbelief, all drank of the stream, although with so
many of them God was not well-pleased. Caleb and Joshua only
entered Canaan. God gives to all believers liberally, upbraiding not.
It seemed to me that, when I was refreshed and enlightened by His
direction, I was drinking of the water that comes in such abundant
continuance. He gives on the right hand and on the left to those
who ask strength and help and sufficiency, day after day, to help
their need and their thirst in the things that perish as they use them.
How great is His goodness! It is Christ Who fills the streams and
the rivers literally. He sends rain on the just and on the unjust,
and on the desolate places also where no man is. The river of God
is full of water, but when by invitation the Lord went to the house of
Simon, none was brought to Him that He might refresh His feet.
His Apostle John said, "We beheld His glory." John had heard
Him in the temple cry and say, "If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me and drink." But John saw Him also in Gethsemane. He
heard Him from the cross say, "I thirst," and he wrote of Him to
his" little children," " This is He that came by water and by blood,
even Jesus Christ, not by water only, but by water and blood."
How great is our mercy, if while we are refreshed day by day with
the blessings of His abundant providence, we have the Witness of
which John speaks, " It is the Spirit that beareth witness," the witness
within us that with all our thirstings, we long to know Him as Jesus
the Son of God Who came by blood as well as by water, i.e., to know
ourselves forgiven. We are blessed indeed. if this thirst pursues us
to our life's end.
FOLLOWER-ON.

CALLING AND JUSTIFICATION.

" , Whom He called, them He also justified.' Paul is speaking of that
God Who sees the end from the beginning, and in Whose decree and
purpose all future events are comprehended and fixed; so that in
predestinating us, He at the same time, in effect, called, justified,
and glorified us, as all these were included in His purpose.
"The justification here spoken of is doubtless that of which the
Apostle has been speaking throughout the epistle, the regarding and
treating sinners as just, for the sake of the righteousness of Christ.
The blessings of grace are never separated from each other. Election,
calling, justification, and salvation are indissolubly united; and,
therefore, he who has clear evidence of his being called has the same
evidence of his election and final salvation. This is the very idea
the apostle means to present for the consolation and encouragement
of believers. They have no cause for despondency if they are the
children of God, and called according to His purpose, because nothing
can prevent their final salvation.' '-(Dr. Charles Hodge.)
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" I HAVE SINNED."
BALAAM, THE DOUBLE-MINDED SINNER.
By MR. T. T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.
SCRIPTURE declares that " A double-minded man is unstable in all
his ways" (James i. 8). Such was Balaam, the double-minded sinner.
He comes into the Biblical history at Numbers xxii-xxiv, l1pon which
record the Holy Spirit has sundry comments. The chosen people
were at the end of their wilderness wanderings, and were" encamped
in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho" (Num. xxii. 1).
They were lying in these peaceful plains prior to a further exhibition
of Jehovah's power upon them, and through them to all mankind.
The heathen were alarmed at this people and at what they" had
done to the Amorites" (verse 2). The Moabites were distressed
because of the children of Israel (verse 3), so Balak, their king, sends
for Balaam, the son of Beor (verse 5), saying, " Come ... curse me
this people" (verse 6). Then we get that strange heathen distortion
of the promise made by God to Abraham. Balak says to Balaam,
" I know that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou
cursest is cursed" (verse 6). The honour of that promise to Abraham
is upheld and made manifest in God's own way. Twice this heathen
king sends for Balaam. "At night God came unto Balaam and said ...
Rise and go with them; but only the word which I speak unto thee
that shalt thou do" (verse 20). Balaam, with the princes of Moab
and his two servants and his ass, set out; but only the dumb creature
saw the three obstructions placed in the way by the angel of the
Lord (verses 21-30).
The Holy Spirit, writing about "false prophets" and "false
teachers," makes this comment (2 Peter ii. 1), " Having eyes full of
adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable minds:
an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:
which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following
the way of Balaam, the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but was rebuked for his iniquity; the dumb ass speaking
with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet" (2 Peter ii.
14-16). "Woe unto them! for they ... ran greedily after the error
of Balaam" (Jude ii). Said the ass, "Am not I thine ass, upon
.which thou hast ridden all thy life long unto this day ~ was I ever
wont to do so unto thee ~ " (Num. xxii. 30.)
Only by these humiliating means was Balaam caused to see the
drawn sword of the angel of the Lord standing in the way (verse 31).
Because of the action of the ass, Balaam's life is preserved (verse 33),
thereby preserving to Israel and to us those four sublime prophecies
in chapters xxiii and xxiv. Balaam acknowledges to the angel of
the Lord (Num. xxii. 34), I HAVE SINNED. And as "Balaam went
with the princes of Balak" (verse 35), he must have pondered over
the angel's withering rebuke. "Confession is, as it were, the vomit
of the soul" (Thomas Manton).
11.
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Night passes. "In the morning Balak took Balaam ... into the
high places of Baal" (verse 41), but not a word of protest do we
get from the prophet (he was a soothsayer) at being brought to such
a place. "Seven altars, seven oxen and seven rams" ! (Num. xxiii. 1).
Three times sevenfold idolatry. Balaam says, "peradventure"
(verse 3). He got a parable (verses 7-10).
Precious are some of the words; let us read them. "From the
top of the rocks I see him; and from the hills I behold him: 10,
it is a people that dwelleth alone, and shall not be reckoned among
the nations" (verse 9). Why so? Because" Jehovah's portion is
His people" (Deut. xxxii. 9). It was a parable of blessing.
But Balak is insistent, so " into the field of Zophim" (verse 14) he
takes Balaam. There are seven altars, seven bullocks and seven
rams. For the second time Balaam retires aside, where he gets his
" parable," which he speaks ,unto Balak and" the princes of Moab "
(verses 17, 18). "Rise up, Balak, and hear" (verses 18-24). It is
another blessing and again to the effect that God had spoken and
was able to make it good (verse 19).
" Another place, peradventure . . . the top of Peor that looketh
down upon J eshimon . . . seven altars . . . seven bullocks and seven
rams" (verses 28, 29). This time Balaam knew better than to go
aside to get a curse, for he knew it was naught other than a blessing.
So his parable comes forth again, from the man "whose eyes are
open" (Num. xxiv. 3-9). "How goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob.
Thy tabernacles, 0 Israel! As cedars beside the waters. His kingdom
shall be exalted. Blessed be everyone that blesseth thee. Cursed
be everyone that curseth thee."
Balak, in a frenzy, makes one more move in his attempt to get
his cherished curse (verse 10). True are his words to Balaam, " Jehovah
hath kept thee back from honour" (verse 11). Yet one more parable
comes forth from" the man whose eyes were open" (verse 15) to
the ears of Balak (verses 17-24). "There shall come forth a Star
out of Jacob. And a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel. And break
down the sons of tumult. And he took up this parable and said,
Alas, who shall live when God doeth this?" "Balaam rose up,
and went and returned to his place" (verse 25). This is not exactly
a strange phrase, for it is similarly recorded of another who said
I RAVE SINNED.
The sacred Word goes on to record, " An Ammonite or a Moabite
shall not enter into the assembly of J ehovah; even to the tenth
generation ... because they met you not with bread and with water
in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt, and because they hired
against thee Balaam. . . . Nevertheless Jehovah thy God would
not hearken unto Balaam . . . but turned the curse into a blessing
unto thee, because Jehovah loved thee. Thou shalt not seek their
peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever" (Deut. xxiii. 3-6).
When the children of Israel came back from the captivity to
Jerusalem in the days of Ezra the priest, these same words from
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"the book of Moses" were read "in the audience of the people"
(Neh. xiii. 1). "And it came to pass, when they had heard the law,
that they separated from Israel all the mixed multitude" (verse 3).
And so it must always be-cursed people and blest people do not
mix well together.
" 0 My people, remember now what Balak, King of Moab, devised,
and what Balaam, the son of Beor, answered him" (Micah vi. 5).
Blessed though these people be; and in a later day greatly blessed
is the spiritual seed of Abraham-yet the Divine Word runs on, " I have
a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols" (Rev.
ii. 14).
So this man who confessed I HAVE SINNED departs to his place.
But how? Let the Bible tell us: "Balaam also, the son of Beor,
the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword" (Joshua
xiii. 22). He could not curse this people so he took up the sword
and entered into battle to slay them. As in life he failed against
them, so in death he is struck down. William Gurnall, the Puritan,
says, "Balaam himself likes one end of the piece; he would die
like a righteous man, though he lived like the wizard he was."
Numbers xxiii. 10 comes down the centuries like a shriek: "Let
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his! "
Balaam is like Pliable in Bunyan's dream-he is neither a good saint
nor a good devil; he wants the pleasures of sin without its consequences, and he desires the rewards of righteousness without its
trials. Pliables never get home. " We must not think to dance
with the devil all day and sup with Christ at night" (John Trapp).
This parable is a prophecy, and it is true. Of Balaam? Nay,
verily. "The old heart cannot sing the new song" (Christopher
Ness). To God's people only is it given to sing Numbers xxiv. 17 :
" I shall see Him, but not now; I shall behold Him, but not nigh."
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND THE
DOCTRINE OF ELECTION.
By DR. J. H. MERLE D'AUBIGNE.
" NOT only does the Lutheran Church in its ancient articles affirm,
as decidedly as any other, the absolute incapacity of the natural
man, but also most faithfully declares the free election of God. This
election it regards not merely as a general decree, but as a choice
which applies individually to everyone of the elect. It is not the
mere foreknowledge of God-that foreknowledge is extended to all
creatures, says the Formula of Concord-but it is a predestination
which appertains only to the children of God. This election not
only foresees salvation, but is itself the cause of it, and procures
salvation with all things necessary thereto. It manifests and confirms,
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in an absolute and unexceptionable manner, that salvation is through
grace, and that we are justified without any merit on our part, only
for the sake of Christ, since we were elected in Christ unto eternal
salvation according to the counsel of God, before the creation of the
world, and while we were unable to do anything good. As salvation
thus rests upon the eternal decrees of God, it is therefore infallible,
and ' the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.'
" These are the tenets of the Lutheran Church, which are misunderstood and even opposed by most of her ministers and doctors.
Happening, therefore, in 1845, to be with one of the principal theologians of Germany (if he is not, indeed, the first), I told him that,
Calvinist as I was, I was more of a Lutheran than the Lutherans
themselves; and that I did not think there were three sincere Lutherans
in all Germany. He smiled: but, I well remember, he did not
deny my assertion.
"This forgetfulness of the elective grace of God has been most
hurtful to Germany, and is one cause of the weakness, the hesitation,
and the disorders which prevail there. The doctrine of election by
grace is necessary to the strength and stability of faith. We would
therefore desire that, on this point, Germany should retrace her steps;
that she should believe as her fathers believed, and as she ought
still to believe. 'Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see,
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls.' "-(" Germany, England and
Scotland," by J. H. Merle D'Aubigne, D.D., pp. 26-28.}
This testimony of a great historian shows how grievously Germany
had, in the year 1845, left the faith of her fathers, and in the view
of D'Aubigne it was this departure from truth which was" one cause
of the weakness, the hesitation, and the disorders which prevailed.
there" at that time.
We imagine that it is in a worse state now. But what of our own
country in 1939 ~ Do not the Articles of the Church of England
" faithfully declare the free election of God "~ Article XVII especially
may be cited in proof. But as in the case of the Lutheran Church,
that Article is "opposed by most of her ministers and doctors."
Would that England would "retrace her steps; that she should
believe as her fathers believed, and as she ought still to believe" !
DR. WATTS AND DISTINGUISHED HEARERS.
" A NUMBER of the most distinguished men of the day were among
Watt's hearers. 'Do you not sometimes, sir,' a friend once asked
him, 'find yourself too much awed by your auditory ~' To which
Watts replied, 'When a gentleman of eminent abilities and learning
has come into the meeting and taken my eye, I feel something like
a momentary tremor, but I invariably recover myself by remembering
what God said to the prophet Jeremiah, "Be not dismayed at their
faces.' "-(Wright's" Life of Watts," p. 169.}
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SAYING

WHEN the Apostle Paul wrote the first Epistle to the Corinthians he
c~lled himself" the least of the apostles." Later on, when he wrote
the Epistle to the Ephesians, he called himself " less than the least of
all saints." Later still, when he was drawing near to the end of his
life, he wrote the first Epistle to Timothy, and described himself as
" the chief of sinners." The older he became the humbler he got. This
is true spiritual growth. The closer our walk with God, the deeper will
be our realization of our own sinfulness. That Christian who has high
thoughts of himself and of his own talents has much to learn. He
needs to sit more constantly at the feet of his Lord and Master, and
learn of Him Who is " meek and lowly in heart." It is in connexion
with one of the weighty sayings or maxims which were common among
the early Christians that the apostle speaks of himself as the chief of
sinners. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
chief." This saying was evidently commonly used by God's people in
apostolic times. It was treasured up in their minds as setting forth
truth which was precious to their hearts. It is equally precious to-day
to those who are taught by the Holy Ghost..
It is a saying which speaks of the Saviour. He is precious to His
people. Any saying which exalts Him is dear to the believer. The
saying reminds us of a born Saviour. It was at His birth that there
was given to Him the name" Jesus." "Thou shalt call His name
Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins." It reminds us
of an anointed Saviour, for it is Christ Jesus Who came to save. His
Father anointed Him with the Holy Ghost, and thus set Him apart,
appointed and qualified Him for the great and saving work of redemption. He could say, " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because
He hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound." He
is thus the only Saviour. "Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved." Without Christ there is no salvation at all.
We may be patriotic, brave, and self-sacrificing, but if we are not
trusting only in the blood and righteousness of Christ we must perish.
" He that believeth not shall be damned." There is but one Gospel
of salvation, and "If any preach any other Gospel . . . let him be
accursed."
The faithful saying speaks of Christ as a pre-existent Saviour. He
" came into the world." He says, "I came forth from the Father,
and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to
the Father." He is thus a Divine Saviour, "God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God." He is therefore mighty to save, and
His blood is of infinite value to cleanse from all sin all who trust in
Him. He is also a voluntary Saviour. He came voluntarily into the
9
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world to save sinners. "Lo I come, to do Thy will, 0 God." Though
sent by the Father, He came voluntarily and laid down His life for the
sheep. Behold here the oneness of mind and the unity of love which
appertained to the Father and the Son in respect of the redeeming
work accomplished on the cross. The Father loved sinners and sent
His Son. The Son loved the Church and voluntarily gave Himself
for it. He" loved me and gave Himself for me." But this saying
not only speaks of the Saviour, but it also speaks of salvation. He
came to save, to save in the most comprehensive sense. Here we
have salvation by His redeeming work. We are justified and saved
by His blood. By His vicarious death He hath redeemed His people
from the curse of the law. His own Self bare the penalty of their sins
in His own body on the tree. They are thus delivered from the wrath
to come, and saved from condemnation. Let us never forget that we
owe our eternal salvation to His atoning death. He saves also by His
indwelling power. "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me." He dwells in the
hearts of His people by His Spirit, and through the constant indwelling
power of the Holy Ghost they are daily saved in a measurable degree
from the power of sin. Through the Spirit they mortify the deeds of
the body. Salvation, however, in its fulness is yet to come. Hence
He saves by His resurrection power. "We look for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself." By His
resurrection power this corruptible body must put on incorruption.
Then" when He shall appear, we shall be like Him," fully conformed
to His image, saved from the very presence of sin. We shall obtain
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. But, finally, the faithful saying
speaks of the saved. Who are they? He came to save sinners. All
the saved are by nature sinners. For the salvation of such Christ
Jesus came. He was a Friend of sinners. He ate with sinners. He
went to be a guest with a man that was a sinner. He received sinners.
He pardoned sinners, and for sinners He died. '.' While we were yet
sinners Christ died for us." Oh, the blessedness of this truth. He
died for sinners. He came to save sinners. There is hope, therefore,
for me. I am a sinner. I know myself to be guilty, lost, ruined, and
undone. But, all glorious fact, He came to save sinners. I fall,
therefore, at His feet. I say, " Lord, here I am. I am a poor sinner,
but Thy blood was shed to save me." And what has He said to me ?
"Thy sins are forgiven thee. Thy faith hath saved thee. Go in
peace." What else can I do but go on my way rejoicing?
" To believe that God has raised Christ from the dead, involves the
belief that Christ is all that He claimed to be, and that He has accomplished all that He came to perform."-Dr. C. Hadge.
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A EULOGY OF ENGLAND IN 1845.
FOR my own part, I confess that on setting my foot on the soil
of England (in 1845), a thrill came over me: 'Hail to thee, ancient
land of Wickliffe, Latimer, and Tindal; for ages thou hast been the
bulwark of Reformation! Within thee have been wonderfully
preserved, for these three hundred years, the holy doctrines of grace!
More than once hast thou proudly stood forth among the nations,
a representative of the religion of the Word of God! Thy mighty
hand has scattered the sacred writings over every country of the
earth, and thy ships have carried to all nations, even to the most
distant isles of the sea, the messengers of peace! No, we will not
forget thee! Who could ever forget the children thou hast brought
up, quickened by the Spirit which comes down from the Head; Owen,
Flavel, Baxter, Bunyan, John Newton, Scott, Cecil, Simeon, and so
many more in whom the Church of God rejoices ~ Surely the fount
of blessings which has sprung from thee, can never be dried up, and
the whole world may still come and joyfully drink of it.' "-(" Germany,
England and Scotland," by J. H. Merle D'Aubigne, D.D., pp. 66 and 67.)
The above were the feelings and thoughts of the historian of the
Reformation in the year 1845. He belonged to Geneva, and he
valued the teachings of Calvin. He had no doubt read of the English
Reformers, the English Puritans, and the Evangelicals of the eighteenth
century, and he no doubt thanked God for raising up in England
such stalwart witnesses for the truth of God. Their testimony was
inherited and valued by many in the early part of the nineteenth
century. A considerable number in those days no doubt valued the
doctrines of grace and Reformation principles, and the Puritan theology,
and there was much zeal for the spread of the truth in the dark places
of the earth. But, as D'Aubigne says on page 66, "Puseyism is a
fearful manifestation." Puseyism had then begun to develop and
Rationalism was also lifting its head; and how changed are things
since 1845! The leaven of sacerdotalism, modernism, and worldliness,
has fearfully spread since that time. Error abounds in all the
denominations, and though the memory of the men mentioned by
D'Aubigne is still precious to a few, the great majority of the religious
leaders repudiate the theology of the Reformers and that of the
Puritans. We may now sadly say, " How is the gold become dim! "
Let us pray that the recollection of God's mercy in raising up faithful
witnesses in the past may stimulate larger numbers to embrace the
old truths, and with clearness, fulness, zeal, and humility, take the
stand which the stalwarts of former days took. "Thus saith the
Lord, stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls" (Jer. vi. 16).
=======
"A PRAYERLESS spirit is not the Spirit of Christ. Prayer to a
Christian is as necessary and as natural as food to a natural man."(Hart.)
«
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WELLINGTON ON WAR.
"WITH reference to Wellington on War, may I give some further
sayings of the Great Duke~" (a) Take my word for it, if you had seen but one day of war you
would pray to Almighty God that you might never see such a thing
again.
" (b) (After Waterloo) 'Oh, do not congratulate me,' he said, as
he put his face in his hands to hide his tears, ' I have lost all my dearest
friends.'
"(c) (After Waterloo) It is quite impossible to think of glory. I
am wretched "even at the moment of victory, and I always say that
next to a battle lost, the greatest misery is a battle gained."(Lieut.-Oolonel E. G. S. Trotter, W.O.l.-" The Times," Oct. 18, 1938.)

GOD IS SOVEREIGN.
BEHIND all men and things is God. He rules
O'er all the lands of earth. He often schools
His children through apparent hard defeats.
We should not challenge in rash passion's heats
The wisdom and the goodness of our God:
For human minds to grasp His mind were odd.
We must not miss our joy for want of trust;
This thought suffices for our faith-He must
Achieve the purpose of His all-wise will;
Thus we, who love Him, are secure from ill.
Rodden Rectory,
T. PITTAWAY.
Frome, Somerset.
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THE POOR MAN'S CRY.
THERE is some writing on the first page of an old book of mine, which
says that it was given to the owner by the" Fetter Lane Sundayschool," just a hundred years ago. I suppose it was a prize, and 1
should think it must have been one of the oldest boys who received
it, for it is a book of sermons by a German minister, translated into
English. Dr. Krummacher must have been a very good man, for his
sermons are beautiful; and in one of his discourses about Elijah, he
tells a story of something that had happened just recently in his own
neighbourhood, which I am sure you will like to hear.
Early one morning a poor man was sitting at the door of his house.
He was very unhappy, so unhappy that he had even been weeping,
as anyone passing by could tell from the red rims round his eyes.
The cause of his distress was this: he owed some money, and though
the time had come when the debt must be settled, he had nothing to
pay. So he had been told that unless he could produce the money
some time that very morning, an officer of the law would appear, and
would seize some of his goods to make up for the debt. I expect the
poor man had very few possessions at all, and he would not know how
he could manage if any of his few "things were taken from him. So the
outlook was very dark, and there he sat with his sorrow.
.
But Hans was not quite despairing (I will call him Hans for convenience), for he belonged to the" little flock" of God's people, and he
knew that the Lord was his Shepherd, and that He cared for him.
He sat quietly at his door, but all the time his heart was crying to the
Almighty God for help in his distress.
Suddenly a little bird came flying down the street, and fluttered to
and fro as if it did not know where to go. At last with a swift turn, it
made for Hans' cottage, and flew straight over his head into the room.
It was such an unexpected happening that Hans almost forgot his
trouble for a moment, and he came in at once, closing the door behind
him. The bird had perched on an empty cupboard, but happily there
was a cage at hand, and before long Hans had the little visitor safely
shut in behind the bars. Dr. Krummacher does not say whether it
was a lark or a canary or what kind of bird, but anyhow it knew how
to sing, for the moment the cage was closed, the little thing poured out
a flood of joyous melody! Hans was quite cheered, for something in
the song of the bird recalled to him the tune of a favourite hymn" Fear thou not when darkness reigns." You see, Hans felt he was
in darkness, but the hymn reminded him that there is no darkness too
dark for the Lord to lighten.
As Hans stood listening to the little singing-bird, there came a sharp
knock at the door. Poor man! He thought, of course, that it was
the man of law, and it was with a sinking heart that he opened the door.
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But no! there stood a man-servant who said that his mistress had
lost a little bird, and that the neighbours had said they thought it
had flown into Hans' house. "Oh, yes," said Hans, "here it is";
and without more ado the bird was carried away.
Before long, back came the servant. This time he brought a message
of thanks from the lady who owned the bird. "You have done my
mistress a great service," said be, "for she sets great store by that
bird, and it had escaped by accident. She is much obliged to you,
and she asks you to accept this trifle, with her thanks." Wondering
much, Hans took the money gratefully; and how much do you think
it was ~ Neither more nor less than the very sum he owed!
Presently the legal officer really did arrive; but you can imagine
how differently the poor man felt as he greeted him!
" Here is the money," said Hans; "and now leave me in peace, for
God has sent it to me."
It is a wonderful thing if we can say, " This God is our God!" It
is true of everyone, whether young or old, who has been brought to
know that the Lord Jesus is his Saviour. If your sins have been
forgiven, for His Name's sake, then you may look up to God as your
Father, and know that He is listening to your cry. He can answer
your appeal just as easily and directly as He did the cry of the poor
man. It is nothing to Him, for nothing is too hard for the Lord.
Perhaps sometimes you may be helped in a wonderful way as Hans
was; the Lord, in answer to his prayer, gave the poor man exactly
what he asked for. True, he had to wait till the last moment; but
the help came just in time, and when it did come, it was the very sum
of money that he needed.
A story like this is very comforting and encouraging; because it
shows that the power of God is still the same, and that He could (if He
chose) always answer our prayers as he did the poor man's. But
though He can give us the very answer we want, He does not always
do so. More often, He keeps His people waiting till after what we
should call the right moment is gone by. Or instead of granting our
request, He withholds it, and gives us something we did not want
instead. His ways are often mysterious. But from time to time we
hear some account such as this of the deliverance of poor Hans, just
to show us what the Lord can do. Perhaps if He always gave us what
we asked for, we might begin to trust in our faith or in our prayers,
instead of waiting always for the gracious mercy of our God. "He
doeth all things well." Sooner or later" He will fulfil the desire of
them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will save them."
DAMARIS.

"EVERY man should bow down before God, under the humiliating
consciousness that he is a member of an apostate race; the son of a
rebellious parent, born estranged from God, and exposed to His displeasure."-( Dr. Charles Hodge.)
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PRECIOUS TESTIMONY TO MR. JOHN WHITE.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

" For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."ACTS iv. 20.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-In the In Memoriam notice of the late
Mr. John White, in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of February, you mention
that on one occasion, many years ago, you were fulfilling an engagement at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, and were accosted by a young
man whose name you could not recall, who informed you that it was
at Mr. White's Bible class and through his teaching that he (the young
man) had been converted. The writer of these lines is the person
referred to. However, the change was God-wrought, like the illustration of the boy in your "Family Portion" of February, "It was
God did it," and Mr. White was used as the means by God the Holy
Spirit. In the same Bible class Mr. White was used in the same
way as the means of spiritual blessing to about twelve other young
men. At least six of them became teachers in the same Sabbath
school, and eventually two became ministers of the grace of God; and
for the encouragement of young men I wish to mention mostly how
God uses the most unlikely young men in His service.
Mr. White was educated as a Blue Coat boy, and it was when not
out of his teens of years that he was led of God to attend a mission
service at the Church of England, and the Rev. J. B. Waddington,
Vicar of Low Moor Church, Clitheroe, was the mission preacher,
and God used him as the means of blessing to his soul. Yes," It
was God did it," for it was all of grace, and Mr. White could say
throughout the sixty-four years' pilgrimage from his call by grace
to his death"I am precious in His sight,
He will hold me fast;
Those He saves are His delight,
He will hold me fast.
He will not let my soul be lost,
Christ will hold me fast ;
Bought by Him at such a cost,
He will hold me fast."

It was in the year 1874, at the age of twenty years, that he commenced as teacher in the young men's Bible class, and continued
with the same class for twenty years until he and his scholars and
relatives left the church through ritualism being introduced in the
services, and we had learned from God's own inspired Word that
nothing availeth but a new creature in Christ Jesus. After leaving
the church Mr. White went to reside in Southport, and, as you state,
became a deacon at Princes Street Strict Baptist Chapel, and the
scholars with his two sisters and their husbands (godly men) also
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joined the Chapel. Mr. White had two godly sisters (and the youngest
is still living and in good health, and is my sister-in-law), who with
their families eventually joined the Strict Baptist Chapel at Hindley,
as we found we could hear the Gospel of the grace of God proclaimed
there with no uncertain sound. After a period of over forty years
the descendants of the two sisters and of the scholars are to be found
wending their way to the chapel and Sabbath school, some of them
from a distance of two and three miles, and at present they number
about forty. Among the young men and maidens there are quite a
number of them interested in eternal realities. Shall we not repeat,
" It was God did it"?
It was in the year 1892 that Mr. White presented me with a volume
of "Wayside Notes," by Mr. George Cowell, which I value next to
my Bible. You mention that Miss R. Cowell has been permitted to
write for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for fifty-eight years, and as I possess
the volume for the year 1880 (fifty-eight years old), I turned over
its pages and found the well known " R" at the foot of an article
in the September number under the title of " Dew Drops," and the
text is Revelation xxii. 4, "And they shall see His face." The
" Wayside Notes" in the same month by her father, George Cowell,
is from Ephesians ii. 4, 5, "God Who is rich in mercy." I think
we can also say as regards such a circumstance, " It was God did it."
Mr. White loved to commend the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, also the
Old J onathan, to his scholars and friends, and for more than forty
years the magazine was posted by his instructions to myself and
to very many others.
I possess many early volumes of its earliest years. I have volumes
1774-5-6 and many other early volumes. I bought them from book
stores in London. Also I have many early volumes of the Gospel
Standard from 1840 onwards. Years ago, I was in London very
frequently on business, and it was during the early period of the
Great War that I first met with you at a conference at Grove Chapel,
for I could not during wartime get sleeping accommodation at my
usual apartments, so Mr. Henry Atherton invited me on those occasions
to stay with him at the Parsonage, which I did frequently, and if
memory serves me right, I also met Miss R. Cowell at Grove Chapel,
and I was informed that her father, George Cowell, was blessed in
Grove Chapel under the ministry of Joseph Irons.
I cannot conclude without adding that Mr. John White at the
early period of his life, from twenty years of age to forty, was an
exceedingly strenuous, busy young man, and though in those years
he had to struggle very hard in business against adverse circumstances, yet apart from his business and labours in the Sabbath school,
he would invite his scholars to meet him at his home eac.h Tuesday
evening for prayer and praise, when some of us would tell what" the
Lord had done for our souls." Also, at the school each Thursday
evening, he presided at a well attended prayer meeting of about
forty members. But of all his scholars and friends of that generation
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only myself and another are left, but there are four widowed mothers
with their children and grandchildren to the number mentioned
above. Also, at Hindley a nephew of his is a deacon. At Southport
Chapel there are six of us (one of whom is a deacon) who at one time
were attending Hindley Chapel, but the best of all is that through
the grace of God, those whose faces we see no more on earth have
with their teacher passed through the Pearly Gate into the City.
"Through tribuIation great they came;
They bore the cross, despised the shame;
From all their labours now they rest,
In God's eternal glory blest.
"They see the Saviour face to face,
And sing the triumphs of His grace ;
Him day and night they ceaseless praise,
To Him their loud hosannas raise."

A. G.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Will all readers of these lines consider how best
they can help our brave men in the Royal Navy, Army, and Air
Force in these critical days ~ Never was such Gospel work more
needed amongst them than now.
A friend writes: "We are indeed' encompassed about by so great
a cloud of witnesses,' the millions of the blood-bought who have
landed on the heavenly shore, the multitude of angels, the hosts of
evil seeking our destruction and busy with Satan's persecution of
our mind, body, and soul. But behold! we are encompassed by the
Lord of Glory, Whose wings ever protect us, Whose eyes ever behold
us, Whose heart ever feels for us, Whose power ever holds us up
and protects us on 'Hill Difficulty' when caught for awhile by
Giant Despair, when meeting the lions in the way. He will be a
glorious Witness of us and on our behalf when we come to face the
river beyond which the light from the Celestial City gleams. Yes,
all these witnesses are unseen by us, but we are also encompassed
by so great a cloud of witnesses in this world. Our friends, the
world generally, all look at us and are saying or thinking, Will he
endure ~ Will he deny his Lord ~ Will he give up trying to walk
the lonely difficult way to glory ~ Well, my dear brother, I remember
how affiicted you are, and I have been crippled with pain for months,
so I feel for you. But let us play the man; let us be as Paul and
Silas, beaten with stripes in the dungeon,but not beaten in spirit,
even singing praises to God so that the prisoners heard them.
Oh, may we too sing His praises so that prisoners of Satan may hear
and be loosed by , El Shaddai,' our adorable Lord. I enclose a gift
for your personal use,"
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My bank manager writes: "I have been interested in your sixtyfifth annual report, and the letter from Dr. Alexander. May you
have a prosperous year again in 1939."
From a soldiers' home: "How very kind of you to send us such
a good supply of magazines, tracts, and New Testaments. Thank
you very much. Please pray for a special week-end we are having
on Saturday. We hope to get unconverted soldiers to a tea, and
then Capt. - - will speak to them; then, after an interval, a prayer
meeting with a special word to believers, to which any of those
soldiers who were impressed by words spoken after the tea can remain
if they wish to. We have our Gospel meetings as usual on Sunday
evenings, when Capt. - - also speaks. And pray for the officers'
children's class held in our drawing room on Sunday afternoons.
Often children come whose parents like them to come, though not
always true Christians, I fear, themselves."
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, February 1st, 1939.

Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.

TESTIMONY FROM THE CHANNEL ISLANDS.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-Please find enclosed my subscription to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the year 1939. I always welcome its arrival
by the post, because I can be sure that it will contain a feast of good
things. In these days, when what evangelism there is is swamped
with appeals to free will; when the workings of reason and the
emotions are mistaken for conversion; when the new birth is presented as a kind of reward for having believed; when repentance is
not mentioned, or at least greatly whittled away; when you would
have to journey far to hear a Gospel which makes much of the imputed
righteousness of Christ; when those who dare to rejoice in the absolute
Sovereignty of God and who get comfort from particular redemption
are accused of unlove and hardness; when the bulk of religious
periodicals are misleading and the modern publications scorn the
great confessions of faith-it is most comforting to read the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, getting real spiritual food. I have heard it said, and
I thoroughly agree, that where a spiritual ministry is unobtainable
(alas! only too common), a Sunday spent quietly at home with Bible
and GOSPEL MAGAZINE is satisfying to the soul.
Wishing you a happy and prosperous ew Year in the Lord.
Yours very sincerely.
January 27th, 1939.

The Gospel Magazine

133

In flRfUloriaUl.
MISS E. FARTHING, OF IPSWICH.
YET another of our esteemed readers has been called up to heavenly
blessedness. A letter received on January 24th told us that Miss
Farthing had" passed to her eternal rest on Monday, January 16th,
and was laid to rest on Wednesday, the 18th, in Ipswich Cemetery."
Miss Farthing had been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for a
great number of years, and she greatly valued its pages. Over and
over again she has written in warm appreciation of its various articles.
For many years we were privileged to pay an annual visit to Ipswich
to preach in the late Mr. Edgar Bird's Foundation Street School.
Many readers from a distance used to gather, and a collection was
given to the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. The gatherings were
largely organized by Mr. E. J. Futter, another reader. On those
occasions we made a point of calling on Miss Farthing. She was an
invalid. When only about seventeen years old she was injured in
the spine, and for over fifty years she had to lie on her back in bed.
Yet she was enabled patiently to bear her affiiction. Many, no doubt,
who visited her, would be stimulated to thank God for His goodness
in giving to them bodily powers which He, in His sovereignty, had
denied to her. It was a pleasure to visit her, and to have spiritual
converse and prayer together. Her handwriting was specially good,
though all her letters were written while lying on her back. Those
sent t? us were full of appreciation of the truths set forth in the
magazme.
In a remarkable providential way the Lord provided for her needs.
We could not wish her back. We rejoice to have the full assurance
of her present and eternal blessedness. "Absent from the body,"
she is "present with the Lord."
REVEAL THYSELF.
"After these things Jesus shewed Himself again to the disciples."JOHN xxi. l.
REVEAL Thyself again !
The day is dawning on our weariness,
Our long night's labour and our ill-successReveal Thyself again.
Is it enough that memory is stored
.,.; With hours most precious when we saw the Lord?
Reveal Thyself again.
o Love of yesterday, so strong, so near,
May we not count upon Thee now and here?
Reveal Thyself again.
Chuhsien, Szechwan, China.
BISHOP F. HOUGHTON.
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THE "APOSTOLIC DELEGATE," 1939.

" Secret mines may take the town when open battery cannot."
OLD PROVERB.

IN the middle of the nineteenth century England was divided into
Roman Catholic dioceses, and the Roman hierarchy re-established.
This was but the preliminary to a great campaign for the conversion
of England to papal obedience. Addressing a number of Roman
Catholic clergy in London, Cardinal Manning emphasized the paramount importance of such an effort. His words should never be
effaced from the memories of Protestants, or indeed of any Englishman:" It is yours, right reverend fathers, to subjugate and subdue: to
bend and to break the will of an Imperial race . .. England is the head
of Protestantism, the centre of its movements, and the stronghold of its
powers. Weakened in England, it is conquered throughout the world;
once overthrown here, all else is but a war of detail."
The conquest of England thenceforward became the supreme
objective of Rome. To that end systematic, astute and tireless
propaganda has been, and is, devoted. England is represented as
"Our Lady's Dowry," and sodalities and guilds abound, working
together for the realization of the gift!
One of the gravest forms taken by this propaganda has been the
persistent effort to repeal the Statute which forbids a Romanist to
occupy the throne of Great Britain. A measure of success was
achieved by securing, in 1910, substantial modification of the King's
accession declaration. And the end is not yet.
In December, 1914, the British Government took action, at once
unconstitutional and underhand, by sending an envoy to the Papal
Court. It was unconstitutional, for it was a flagrant violation of
the Bill of Rights and Settlement which, still unrepealed, forbids
communion of any kind with the See or Church of Rome. It was
underhand, for, serious and significant as was the step taken, it was
taken in secret. Parliament was ignored and the Press muzzled
until the whole business was accomplished, and the Envoy in residence
in Rome. Those responsible for the "job" sought to allay the
suspicion and. indignation it had aroused by the assurance that the
Envoy's mission was merely" to congratulate the Pope on his election
to the Papacy," that" since there was no British representative at
the Vatican, it was not possible to explain to the high authorities
there the action of the British Government in respect of the war,"
and that the appointment was only" for the duration of the war."
The Envoy is still there (withdrawn for a short time on account of
Romanist machinations in Malta), but in 1920 the ground of his
appointment was shifted. Now his presence was necessary since
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" In view of the large number of the· citizens of the British Empire
who are of the Roman Catholic faith, it is considered to be of advantage
for H.M. Government to maintain contact with the Vatican." Soon
after the accession of King Edward VIII, " the new British Minister
presented his credentials to the Holy Father," and \'. hile doing so,
"presented the profound homage of King Edward VIII and his
government."
""Emboldened by all this, Rome now makes a further advance. At
the end of November, 1938, the Osservatore Romarw (the official
organ of the Vatican) announced that the Holy See had decided to
create an Apostolic Delegate to Great Britain, and had chosen Mgr.
Godfrey, Rector of the English College at Rome, to be the first Delegate.
The attitude of the British Government was marked by the same
furtive and evasive characteristics as in the matter of the Envoy.
On December 7th, 1938, the following question was asked in the
House of Commons:" On whose initiative was this appointment made? Did the initiative
come from the Vatican or from this country?"
Mark the reply:" On the question of the initiative, the appointment of the Apostolic
Delegate is a question for the Vatican alone."
Obviously! Note the clever evasion of the point at issue by the
insertion of the word" appointment." The Universe (Roman Catholic
journal) of December 9th, 1938, supplied more frankly the information
asked for by the Hon. Member of Parliament:" In plain fact the appointment of Mgr. Godfrey as Apostolic Delegate
means that the British Government has intimated its desire for closer
relations with the Holy See (underlining ours), and the Pope has
accordingly taken a step which might have been taken previously, if the
atmosphere had been favourable, in appointing a permanent representative
in England."
Readers will naturally ask why" the atmosphere has been unfavourable"
to such an appointment.
As briefly as possible we will try to show.
First, it must be clearly understood that the Pope claims far wider
and more august powers than those of the head of a great religious
organization. He is the self-styled "Father of Princes and Kings
and Rulers of the World." These majestic claims were authoritatively
set forth in a document known as "Dictatus Papae" about A.D. 1087.
Scholars agree that, if not the actual work of Hildebrand (Gregory VII),
it accurately represents his views. The relevant clauses are;1. The Pope alone may use the Imperial insignia.
2. He is the only person whose feet are kissed by all princes.
3. He has the power to depose emperors.
4. He has the power to absolve the subjects of unjust rulers from
their oath of fidelity.
In a letter addressed to the Emperor Henry IV, Gregory VII had
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categorically advanced the papal claims to authority over all temporal
princes, and on Henry's repudiation of such pretensions Gregory
excommunicated and deposed him. The well-known scene at Canossa
. took place in the following year.
In 1303, another ambitious pope, Boniface VIII, issued a decree
known as " Unam Sanctam," "the classic expression of the papal
claims to universal temporal sovereignty." In it he arrogated to
the papal office the commission entrusted to Jeremiah (Jer. i. 10),
" See, I have this day set thee over the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull down, and to destroy, and to build
and to plant." The decree ends with the clause, " We therefore declare
. . . that submission on the part of every man to the Bishop of Rome is
altogether necessary to his salvation." Cardinal Manning, in the nineteenth century, declared this to be "an infallible act, obliging all
Christians to receive it with interior assent." The temporal power of
the popes received a severe check in 1870 when Rome was declared
to be the capital, not of papal states, but of United Italy. The then
pope, Pius IX, shut himself up in the Vatican, and there sulked as
a self-made "prisoner." This attitude was maintained by his
successors until, by the Treaty of the Lateran, February, 1929,
between the Vatican and Mussolini, the Pope surrendered his claims
to the old papal territories, and was recognized as " Sovereign of the
Vatican City State," with his own flag, coinage, stamps, and other
insignia of a state.
With the astuteness and opportunism so characteristic of Rome
these preposterous claims to temporal sovereignty have not in later
years been unduly emphasized. But they persist. "It is the constant
aim of the papacy to have its followers in all countries united firmly
under the bishops, so as to have power of pressure in political affairs"
(Protestant Dictionary, p. 699). Leo XIII (died 1903) ruled that
" The state should happily and becomingly depend on the (Roman)
Church," and his ruling was endorsed and reaffirmed by Pius XI
so recently as 1931. At his " coronation" (note the term and what
it implies) each pope is crowned with the triple tiara (significantly
laid aside on purely religious occasions) with the words, "Receive
the tiara adorned with three crowns, and know that thou art Father
of princes and kings, Ruler of the world, and Vicar of our Saviour
Jesus Christ."
The reply of the National Church to all this rodomontade is found
in a single sentence in Article XXXVII: "The Bishop of Rome hath no
jurisdiction in this Realm of England."
. As head of a sovereign state the Pope has his staff of diplomatic
agents. These are of three classes:1. The Papal Nuncio, the permanent official representative of the
Vatican at some foreign court, whose function is the handling of
affairs between the Apostolic See and the civil government. In
Roman Catholic countries he usually has precedence over all foreign
representatives, and speaks in their name.
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2. The Inter-nuncio, with somewhat similar but limited powers.
3. The Apostolic Delegate, professedly a purely ecclesiastical character,
" commissioned to protect and promote the interests of the Roman
Catholic Church in the territory assigned to him, and to keep the
Vatican constantly informed regarding the same."
Now it will at once be seen that Great Britain's recognition of
such an official is a constructive assent to the claims of the pope to
temporal sovereignty, and is in just so far a practical reversal of the
Reformation settlement, won at so dear a cost. The men of God
who effected that settlement saw clearly that there could not be two
sovereign powers in one realm, and that any recognition of the Bishop
of Rome as such a sovereign power violated the whole spirit of the
Gospel of Christ, and, Rome being what she is, was inseparable from
a spiritual tyranny by which national independence would be menaced,
and personal religious convictions ruthlessly suppressed.
Rome seeks to lull the misgivings and fears aroused by this her
latest aggression, by stressing the fact that the selected official is
persona gratissima to the British Government, and that since "no
diplomatic status is attached to the delegation," he is not" accredited
to H.M. Government," but that his is " quite simply an ecclesiastical
appointment."
But is it quite so simply this? Here is the comment of the Universe
(Roman Catholic) of December 9th:" Technically he is simply the Pope's personal representative and
intermediary between the Holy See and the hierarchy . . . But
in plain fact the appointment means that the British Government
has intimated its desire for closer relations with the Holy See."
"A 'Diplomatic Correspondent' writes in the London press:
, Although technically the appointment is an ecclesiastical one, the
new Apostolic Delegate will be virtually the diplomatic representative
of the Vatican in London. He will have no diplomatic status as
such, but,' sinister admission, 'he will have direct access to the Foreign
Office.' "
The situation is undoubtedly very serious. The pro-Roman influences
in the Foreign Office are, it is well known, already dangerously strong,
and this latest move, the combined work of our Government and the Vatican,
can only still further strengthen them.
The alarm thus created has been increased by the proposed visit
of English politicians to the papal court. It is in no merely factious
spirit Englishmen are asking what schemes are being hatched, and
what further illegal concessions to an uncompromising foe to spiritual
freedom may be forthcoming.
" The Delegate comes to England as the direct representative of
a Pope, whose highest ambition is to reduce England once more to
the Roman obedience. In furtherance of this aim step after step
has been taken. The appointment of an Apostolic Delegate is but
one more step in the same direction, and Protestants must oppose it,
not on personal grounds, but as a matter which vitally concerns
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the spiritual and temporal liberties of the British people. And in
opposing it they have a right to ask what part the Government has
played in bringing it about, and to demand a plain, straightforward
answer" (The English Churchman, December 15th, 1938).
Pray about it. Talk about it. Write to your M.P. about it.
G. E. ALISON WEEKS, M.A., B.D., LL.D., F.R.Hist.S.
(The above excellent article is printed as a four-paged tract by
the Protestant Reformation Society, 49, Berners Street, London, W.l.
It may be obtained for 3s. per hundred. It is well worthy of being
circulated and broadcast.-Editor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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JOHN ROGERS, THE BIRMINGHAM MARTYR. By W. Phillips. Pp. 10.
Price Id. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
John Rogers was born about the year 1500. A splendid memorial
to him is erected in St. John's Church, Deritend, Birmingham. While
still a Roman Catholic he became chaplain at Antwerp. Here he
met with Tyndale, and was brought to a saving knowledge of Gospel
truth. After Tyndale's martyrdom he took up the great task with
Coverdale of editing and publishing the whole Bible.
At the accession of Edward VI he came to England and was
appointed Prebendary of St. Paul's by Bishop Ridley. On Mary's
accession a sermon preached by him at St. Paul's Cross led to his
arrest, and on February 4th, 1555, he was burnt at Smithfield, the
first martyr in Mary's reign.
The records of our Protestant martyrs should be scattered broadcast.
Only thus will professed Protestants to-day realize how much we
owe to the courage and faithful testimony of the noble army of
martyrs who died for the truth at the Reformation.

.
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" SOME years ago, a friend of a clergyman (the late venerable Mr. Moses
Brown), said to him, 'Sir, you have just as many children as the
patriarch Jacob.' 'True,' answered the good old divine, ' and I have
also Jacob's God to provide for them.' "-(Toplady's Works.)
.
"WHAT balm could wretches ever find
In wit, to heal affliction ?
Or who can cure a troubled mind
With all the pomp of diction ? "
(Hart's Hymns.)
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