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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORTh"THlANS i. 4.

"WHEN HE SHALL APPEAR."
" We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him,. for
we shall see Him as He is."-l JOHN iii. 2.

" WHEN He shall appear!" What an unparalleled moment in the
history of this sin-stricken world will that be when He shall appear!
What far-reaching and eternal effects will follow that great and
solemn and yet glorious event! In this time of world wars the
hearts of the LORD'S people look forward with intenser longing to
that great event. His appearing will for ever deliver His people
from the woes and sorrows of this mortal life.
The Apostle John begins this chapter of his epistle by drawing
attention to the wondrous character of GOD'S love to His people.
"Behold," he says, "what manner of love the FATHER hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons (children) of
GOD." Like the rest of the world GOD'S people are sinners, transgressors of GOD'S law. By nature they are the children of wrath,
even as others. They do not merit any favour whatsoever from
GOD. Their sins deserve eternal death. Yet GOD, in rich mercy,
has predestinated them "unto the adoption of children by JESUS
CHRIST to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to
the praise of the glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 5, 6).
He has placed them in His family as the result of His eterna
and abiding love. "Therefore," the apostle says, "the world
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not." The world does not
recognize us as the children of GOD, and heirs of the kingdom which
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He hath promised to them that love Him. It does not treat us
as the children of the heavenly King. Rather as it despised and
rejected the eternal SON of GOD, so it persecutes His followers.
Yet however we are treated by the world, we are now the children
of GOD. GOD owns us and treats us as His beloved children.
Future blessings are therefore in store for us, though "it doth
not yet appear what we shall be." General statements as to our
future glory are revealed, but in our present state we are incapable
of grasping, entering into, and realizing their full import.
" But we know that when He (our beloved LORD and S~VIOUR,)
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
He is One " Whom having not seen, we love; in Whom, though
now we see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory: receiving the end of our faith, even the salvation
of our souls" (1 Peter i. 8, 9).
The appearing of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST is the
theme to which the apostle directs our attention in the words we
have placed at the head of this article.
This great event affects all the children of GOD. It is the object
of their hope. They expect to see Him Who is now invisible.
With the patriarch Job they can say, " I know that my REDEEMER
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall I see GOD: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold" (Job. xix. 25-27).
David had the same expectation. "As for me," he said, "I
will behold Thy face in righteousness, I shall be satisfied, when
I awake, with Thy likeness" (Psalm xvii. 15).
Thus the appearing of the LORD JESUS again is the expectation
of all the members of GOD'S family. It· is a family portion of
Divine truth upon which they can feast all through their wilderness
Journey.
Death is not their hope, but CHRIST is He for Whose appearing
they hope with longing desire and expectation. They believe that
He will come, and they look for that blessed hope.
In one of the great Protestant denominations they have what is
called the Advent Season, and many ministers draw special attention
to the second advent at that season, but if we follow closely the
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New Testament, we shall find that all the year round is an advent
season. There is no time in the year when the appearing of our
LORD JESUS CHRIST is not the object of His people's hope. There
is also no time in the year when the subject may not rightly occupy
their thoughts.
Of course, all the truths of Scripture are needed for our spiritual
profit; and there is a danger of so fixing attention on one truth
as to neglect all other truths. "All Scripture is given by inspiration of GOD," and all Scripture is profitable, and it is by giving
heed to all Scripture that the man of GOD becomes thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.
Three things seem to call for notice in the words we are
considering.
First, there are the persons who can look forward to CHRIST'S
.
appearIng.
Secondly, there is the question, what is meant by His appearing ~
Lastly, our attention is called to the blessings which His appearing
will bring to His people.
1. First, let us be clear as to who are the persons who can look
forward to CHRIST'S appearing.

Speaking of himself and those to whom he is writing, the apostle
speaks of them as the sons, literally the children of GOD. They
are the people who know that when CHRIST shall appear they shall
be like Him.
These people are distinct from the world. The world knoweth
them not, and the world treats them with persecution and hatred
more or less, as it treated their LORD and MASTER. Manifestly,
then, all the people of the world do not look forward to CHRIST'S
appearIng.
It is true that the doctrine of the universal Fatherhood of GOD
is now largely taught by leading ministers in the professing Church,
but as the late Mr. Spurgeon said, "Universal Fatherhood (is) a
lie." It is contrary to Scripture. This chapter of John's first
epistle shows it is a lie. The apostle teaches us that besides the
children of GOD there are" the children of the devil." He says,
" In this the children of GOD are manifest, and the children of the
devil" (1 John iii. 8).
Our LORD taught the same truth. He said, " The good seed are
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the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of
the wicked one" (Matt. xiii. 38).
The Jews said to Him, "We have one FATHER, even GOD," but
He said to them, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar
and the father of it " (John viii. 41, 44).
The true children of GOD, then, are distinct from the world.
They have been born again and are believers in the LORD JESUS
CHRIST. They have passed from death unto life. (See John i. 12,
13; 1 John iii. 14.)
The SPIRIT beareth witness with their spirit that they are the
children of GOD. (See Rom. viii. 16.) They are a people whose
sins are forgiven. The Apostle John says of them, "Your sins
are forgiven you for His name's sake" (1 John ii. 12). They
" believe on the name of the SON of GOD" (1 John v. 13). "Being
justified by faith, they have peace with GOD through our LORD
JESUS CHRIST . . . and rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD"
(Rom. v~ 1, 2).
GOD in His rich grace and mercy hath put a difference between
them and the world. They owe their place in GOD'S family to
His eternal love, His redeeming mercy, and His regenerating power.
It is they who love to look forward to the appearing of Him Who
loved them and gave Himself for them. The world at large have
no love for Him. They have not tasted of His grace, and so long
as men are dead in sin they dread His appearing. The sight of
Him will fill them with awful dread. They will call upon the
mountains and rocks to fall upon them and to hide them from
His face and from His wrath. (See Rev. vi. 16.)
To see Him as He is will be no delight to them. Oh, the immensity
of the love which the FATHER hath bestowed upon His people by
which they are numbered amongst His redeemed family, and can
look forward to the coming of Him Who redeemed them with His
precious blood!
2. Secondly, let us be clear as to what is meant by the appearing
to which GOD'S children look forward.
It is not the appearing of death to which reference is made.
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It is not the appearing of an angel of which the apostle speaks.
It is the personal appearing of the LORD JESUS Himself. This
same JESUS Who was taken up from His people into heaven shall
so come in like manner as they had seen Him go into heaven.
(See Acts i. 11.) In bodily form He ascended. In bodily form
He shall descend.
We read of two appearings of OHRIST in the world-a first and
a second.
His first appearing was to redeem His people from sin's terrible
penalty. "Ye know," says the Apostle John, "that He was
manifested (that He appeared) to take away our sins." He came
to bear the penalty due to His people's sins in His own body on
the tree. "Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself '-' (Heb. ix. 26).
" It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins." Those sacrifices for sin were only typical. But
" OHRIST was once offered to bear the sins of many." And" after
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, (He) sat down on the
right hand of GOD," having finished His sacrificial and atoning work.
" By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." GOD can therefore now say of His people, "Their sins and
iniquities Will I remember no more," and "where remission of
these is there is no more offering for sin."
" Without shedding of blood is no remission," but OHRIST'S blood
was" shed for many for the remission of sins." When He comes
again He will come apart from sin unto the full and complete and
eternal salvation of His believing people. (See 1 John iii. 5;
Heb. ix. 22, 26, 28; x. 4, 12, 14, 17, 18; Matt. xxvi. 28.)
Following on His first appearing is His second appearing. There
is a long interval between the two. Meanwhile, He is sitting on
the right hand of GOD until His enemies be made His footstool.
He is expecting that moment to arrive according to His FATHER'S
revealed purpose. "Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make
Thine enemies Thy footstool" (Ps. cx. 1; Heb. x. 12, 13). At
the Divinely arranged time, "He shall appear the second time
without sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28).
He refers to His second appearing when He says, "I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye
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may be also" (John xiv. 3). This is the appearing to which the
Apostle John refers when he says, "We know that, when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
Various words are used to denote His appearing, but they all refer,
we believe, to the same great and glorious event. Personally, the
LORD shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel and the trump of GOD. All the holy angels will be
with Him. Meanwhile the attitude of His people is "looking for
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST."
3. Thirdly, let us think of some of the blessings which His appearing
will bring to H is people.
The Apostle Peter speaks of "the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of JESUS CHRIST" (1 Peter i. 13). All
the blessings in store for GOD'S people are manifestations of Divine
grace. They will never have any ground for self-adulation.
" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;
I t lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."

The Apostle John says, "When He shall appear we shall be like
Him." The Apostle Paul says, "For whom He did foreknow, He
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His SON, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29).
Conformity to CHRIST'S image is thus the revealed purpose of GOD
concerning all His people.
When CHRIST appears all His people shall be really like Him.
They shall be like Him in body. He, when He appears, "shall
fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed
to the body of His glory" (see Phil. iii. 21).
We read that" CHRIST being raised from the dead dieth no more;
death hath no more dominion over Him" (Rom. vi. 9). He is
the living One. He was dead, but now He says, "Behold, I am
alive for evermore" (Rev. i. 18). At His coming His people will
be raised from the dead and will die no more.
CHRIST'S body saw no corruption, and the resurrection bodies of
His people shall be incorruptible. The detailed statements of the
inspired apostle are full of instruction and comfort as to the
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resurrection body. "It is raised in incorruption." "It is raised
in glory." " It is raised in power." "It is raised a spiritual
body." "As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly."
When the last trumpet sounds" the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we (the living) shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory"
(1 Cor. xv. 42-44, 49, 52-54).
Through Adam sin entered into the world and death by sin,
but through CHRIST His people will for ever be delivered from sin
and death. When the dead in CHRIST shall rise they will, like their
LORD, remain "alive for evermore." There will be no more
corruption, no more dishonour, no more weakness, and no more
death in regard to their bodies. Incorruption, glory, power, and
immortality will characterize all the people of GOD in glory.
They shall be like Him in sottl. They will be fully conformed
to His image, and delivered for ever from the presence of sin.
Thus" there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain." "GOD shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes " (Rev. xxi. 4).
No famine, no pestilence, no war will distress and sadden and
bring terror to the hearts of the redeemed inhabitants of heaven.
Sin, sorrow, and suffering shall not enter the gates of the celestial
city. When He appears His people will appear with Him in glory.
(See Col. iii. 4.) They will be with Him where He is. They shall
behold His glory. They will then realize that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in them.
What a glorious future, then, lies before the people of GOD.
How full of cheer is the thought that He shall appear, and that we,
His people, shall see Him, become fully like Him, and dwell with
Him. No wonder that the apostle should add, "Every man that
hath this hope in Him (this hope set on Him) purifieth himself,
even as He is pure" (1 John iii. 3).
The hope of His appearing has a practically sanctifying effect.
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In view of that great and glorious event we are bidden to deny
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously,
and godly, looking for that blessed hope.
" 0 what sacred joys await them!
They shall see the SAVIOUR then ;
Those who now oppose and hate them
Never can oppose again;
Brethren, let us think of this :
All is ours if we are His.
" Waiting for the LORD'S returning,
Be it ours His word to keep;
Let our lamps be always burning;
Let us watch while others sleep;
We're no longer of the night;
We are children of the light.
" Being of the favoured number
Whom the SAVIOUR calls His own,
'Tis not meet that we should slumber,
Nothing should be left undone.
This should be His people's aim,
Still to glorify His name."
(Thomas Kelly.)
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

BERRIDGE ON DIVINE GUIDANCE.
"PRAY frequently, and wait quietly, and the Lord will make your
way plain. . . . Undertake nothing without first seeking direction
from the Lord, and when anything offers that is plausible and inviting,
beg of God to disappoint you if it be not according to His mind. You
cannot safely rely on your own judgment, after God has told you, He
that trusteth his own heart is a fool. This advice relates to all important changes in life. Go nowhere, settle nowhere, marry nowhere,
without frequent usage of this prayer."-John Berridge.

" IT should make us cautious in our walking, that at all times, in all
places, whatever we are doing, the Lord Jesus sees and knows all.
, All things are naked a~d opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom
we have to do.' "-Philip Henry .
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PASSOVER AND THE SPRINKLING
OF BLOOD.

" Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood,
lest He that destroyed the firstborn should touch them."HEBREWS xi. 28.

THE eleventh chapter of Hebrews is full of references to Old
Testament history. It begins with the creation as recorded in
Genesis, and passes on to the prophets, so that the chapter in
a general way includes references to all the Old Testament.
Events recorded in Genesis, Exodus, Joshua, Judges, the Books
of Samuel and Kings and the Book of Daniel are gathered together
in this chapter. No thought was present in the mind of the
inspired ·writer that any part of the Old Testament was other
than the inspired Word of God. Special emphasis is laid on the
faith of God's people in Old Testanlent times.
We read of the faith of Abel, Enoch, and Noah, of the faith of
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, of the faith of J oseph, Moses, and
Joshua, of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David,
and Samuel. We read of the faith of godly women such as Sarah
and Rahab.
We also read of the faith of large numbers whose names are
not recorded. All of them obtained a good report through faith,
and the record of their faith is intended to stimulate God's people
to-day to run with patience the race set before them, "looking
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, Who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."
In particular our attention is drawn to the faith of Moses. By
faith he renounced his high position in a worldly court and cast
in his lot with the people of God, "Choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense
of the reward."
Then forty years later his faith again shone out in connexion
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with the judgment upon Egypt's firstborn, and the deliverance
of the chosen people from the judgment which came upon Egypt.
" Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood,
lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them."
Three things are associated with the faith of Moses in connexion
with that solemn night when the Lord passed through the land
of Egypt and slew the firstborn.
1. First, he believed God's Word in reference to the iudgment
which He would visit upon Egypt.
Pharaoh was an ungodly king. He defied J ehovah, the only
living and true God. He said, "Who is the Lord, that I should
obey His voice to let Israel go 1 I know not the Lord, neither
will I let Israel go" (Exod. v. 2). Pharaoh and his people were
idolaters. Because of Pharaoh's hardness of heart and contempt
of God's Word, God sent nine plagues of judgment upon Pharaoh
and his people. Still his heart remained hardened.
At last God intended to enforce His will by a final act of judgment. This He made known to Moses. "Yet will I bring one
plague more upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt: afterwards he will
let you go hence." "I will pass through the land of Egypt this
night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgment: I am the Lord" (Exod. xi. 1; xii. 12).
Moses believed this new revelation of God's purpose and the
promise of deliverance which accompanied it. Hence he, in
obedience to the Divine command, arranged for the keeping of
the Passover. Moses knew that Jehovah was a God of tender
compassion and sympathy. He had heard Him say, "I have
surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and
have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know
their sorrows" (Exod. iii. 7).
But that did not hinder him from believing that God was also
a God of judgment, a God Who is a consuming fire. Later on in
the history he said, "The Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even
a jealous God" (Deut. iv. 24).
He had seen the judgments which God had already brought
upon Egypt, and he had no difficulty in believing that a more
terrible judgment would now be Divinely sent upon Egypt for
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the sin of its king and people. All the firstborn in the land of
Egypt would die. There would not be a house " where there was
not one dead." (See Exod. xi. 5; xii. 30.)
Many people to-day believe that" God is love," but they reject
the doctrine taught both in the Old and New Testaments that
God is also a God of wrath.
The Flood, the destruction of Sodom and the cities of the plain,
the destruction of the Canaanites, the many judgments visited
upon Israel and upon heathen nations, and the destruction· of
Jerusalem by the Romans, all testify that "the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men" (Rom. i. 18).
Our Lord speaks of "the damnation of hell," and of "everlasting punishment."
The Apostle Paul tells us that "the Lord shall be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. i. 7, 8).
Moses kept the Passover in the full belief that God would fulfil
His revealed purpose to destroy all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt. If we imitate Moses we shall be ready to say with the
Psalmist, "Verily He is a God that judgeth the earth" (Ps.lviii. 11).
Incidentally we may point out that although God sent Moses
to bring His people out of Egypt there was considerable delay
ere God c~rried out His gracious purpose. At first it seemed as
if the burdens of God's people were increased rather than
diminished by the arrival of Moses. (See Exod. v. 20-23.)
The delay in their deliverance would be a great test of the faith
of Moses and that of the people of Israel. We can imagine them
crying out, "How long is the tyranny and cruelty of Pharaoh
to last 1 When will deliverance come 1" We are face to face
with Satanic cruelty and tyranny to-day. The terrible sufferings
caused by men who are not governed by the Spirit and Word of
God are a test of the faith of God's elect.
We are deeply concerned at the awful treatment of God's
ancient people to-d~y and by the callous treatment of Poles,
German Christians, and the people of Finland. History, however,
shows us that Divine judgments are not always executed speedily.
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The wickedness of man was great in the earth in Noah's time, but
the flood, which overthrew the world of the ungodly, was delayed.
The iniquity of the Amorites was allowed to develop ere they were
exterminated. Raman was allowed to bring much sorrow into
the hearts of the chosen people ere God in Ris wonderful providence
brought about His downfall. The predicted destruction of
Jerusalem by the Romans did not take place till many years after
the sin of Israel in crucifying the Lord of glory. "Because sentence
against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart
of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil" (Eccles. viii. 11).
Judgment, however, does eventually come, and it is often
terrible and awful in its character when God arises to scatter the
proud in the imagination of their hearts. So it proved in the case
of Pharaoh. "At midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt," and soon afterwards He blew with His wind,
and the sea covered Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and horsemen;
and" they sank as lead in the mighty waters" (Exod. xv. 10).
Sooner or later the Lord shows strength with his arm and
scatters the proud, puts down the mighty, and exalts them of low
degree. "The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces;
out of heaven shall He thunder upon them" (1 Sam. ii. 10).
May we be amongst those who tremble at His word.
2. Secondly, by faith Moses believed God's word of promise ~n
regard to His chosen people.
" There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt,
such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. But
against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move His tongue,
against man or beast,. that ye may know how that the Lord doth put
a difje-rence between the Egyptians and Israel" (Exod. xi. 6, 7).
No death was to come to Israel. They were to be saved through
the blood of the Passover lamb. A lamb for each house was to
be slain, and its blood was to be sprinkled on the two side posts
and on the upper door post of the houses wherein they were
dwelling, and God said, "When I see the blood, I will pass over
you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when
I smite the land of Egypt" (Exod. xii. 7, 13).
Thus God not only purposed to deliver them, but He provided
the means of their deliverance. They were to be saved through
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the blood of the lamb. That blood typified the blood of the
everlasting Covenant. All God's chosen and. believing people
can say, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." They are
" elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus."
•
Their hearts are "sprinkled from an evil conscience." They
have come to "Jesus the Mediator of the new Covenant, and to
the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that
of Abel." Jesus hath loved them and washed them from their
sins in His Own blood. Hence penal death shall not come to
them. No condemnation will be experienced by them.
God sees them under the shelter of the blood of Christ which
was shed for them for the remission of their sins. (See 1 Peter i. 2 ;
Heb. x. 22; xii. 24; Rev. i. 5.)
"Who maketh thee to differ from another 1 and what hast
thou that thou didst not receive 1 now if thou didst receive it,
why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it 1 " (1 Cor.
iv. 7).
Art thou washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb 1
Beware lest thou take the least credit to thyself. "No flesh
should glory in His presence." Humble thyself to the dust. I.Jet
no pride or harshness fill thy mind. Remember thou mightest
have been still on the way to hell had not Divine grace made thee
to differ from others.
It is the Lord Who has put a difference between thee and others,
but not for any works of righteousness which thou hast done.
Thou art as much deserving of hell as others. By nature thou
art a child of wrath, even as others. It is God Who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved thee, Who has
quickened thee together with Christ and saved thee by His grace.
3. Thirdly, by faith Moses believed in the Divinely arranged
method of deliverance.
Moses, .under Divine direction, instituted the Passover and the
sprinkling of blood "lest He that destroyed the firstborn should
touch them." The firstborn of the people of Israel merited. death,
as did the firstborn of the Egyptians, but death did not enter
the houses of the children of Israel. Not one of their firstborn was
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slain, but, in their case, their firstborn were redeemed by the blood
of the lamb. God said, "When I see the blood, I will pass over
you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when
I smite the land of Egypt."
"The Lord," said Moses, "will pass through to smite the
Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on
the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not
sufje'l· the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you"

(Exod. xii. 13, 23).
Thus the deliverance of Israel's firstborn was due to the blood
of the lamb. Moses knew that only through the blood of the
lamb would they be saved from death. Hence," Through faith
he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest He that
destroyed the firstborn should

tO~lCh

them."

Moses said, " None of you shall go out at the door of his house
until the morning" (Exod. xii. 22). Salvation from death was
only the portion of those who were under the shelter of the blood
of sprinkling. It is remarkable that this way of deliverance was
only provided by God for His Own chosen and beloved people of
Israel. A definite method of deliverance for them was Divinely
arranged and revealed. No way of deliverance was provided for
the Egyptians.
In like manner" Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it." He laid down His life for the sheep. He redeemed His people
from the curse of the law. It is they who have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace. "The sprinkling of the blood of the paschal lamb was
typical of the sprinkling of the blood of Christ upon the hearts
and consciences of His people, and of their peace, safety, and
security by it from the wrath of God, and the vengeance of Divine
justice" (Dr. Gill).
There is no other way of deliverance from merited wrath except
through the blood of Christ. That blood was shed for many for
the remission of their sins. That blood purges the conscience.
Through that precious blood God's believing people are redeemed.
Through that blood they are cleansed from all sin. Through that
blood they are justified. Washed and made white in that blood
the whole company of the saved shall eventually stand before the
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throne saved for ever from sin and sorrow. Through that blood
"God shall wipe away all tears" from the eyes of His people.
Are we all sheltered by the blood of the lamb of God 1 Oh, the
mercy, if through infinite grace, we have" faith in His blood."
" There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
" The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away.
"Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."
THE

EDITOR.

A GREAT SOLDIER'S PRAYER.
(The following prayer was first of all issued by Lord Roberts for the soldiers
serving under him.)
WILL You MAKE IT YOURS 1
-ALMIGHTY Father, I have often sinned against Thee. Oh, wash me
in the Precious Blood of the Lamb of God. Fill me with Thy Holy
Spirit that I may lead a new life.
Spare me to see again those whom I love at home, or fit me for Thy
presence In peace.
Strengthen us to quit ourselves like men in our right and just cause.
Keep us faithful unto death, calm in danger, patient in suffering,
merciful as well as brave; true to our King and Country and Colours.
If it be Thy will, enable us to win Victory for England; but, above
all, grant us a better Victory over temptation and sin, over life and
death, that we may be more than conquerors, through Him Who loved
us and laid down His life for us, Jesus our Saviour, the Captain of the
Army of God. Amen.
Published by The Protestant Truth Society (Inc.), 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4:, at 6d. a dozen.
" IT was in his (Wyclif's) time, under Edward the Third, Parliament
passed the resolution: 'The Pope is but a man and subject to sin,
but Christ is the Lord of lords, and this kingdom is held solely and
directly of Christ alone.' "-Oanon A. R. Fausset.
8
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WELLSPRINGS.
" He made darkness His secret place,. His pavilion round about Him were
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies."-PsALM xviii. 1l.

I SUPPOSE, in these days of war conditions, under which this meditation
is penned, there is scarcely one person (if indeed there be an exception)
who has not talked of this" blacking out," which has become a compulsory arrangement. The housewife finds it has greatly added _t.~_
her daily cares and duties. The household have to take their share III
suffering inconvenience therefrom. The pedestrian and the driver
alike meet with many nightly dangers in it, and very many are the
sad fatalities amongst those who go forth in the darkness, to say nothing
of the discomforts.
A dear child of God remarked at our recent little sale of work (for
the A.P.F.S.), as we sat talking of the ways of the Lord and His judgments in the earth, and of the solemnity which seemed to attach itself to
this darkening order, that there was" no reference in Holy Scripture
to darkness but had to do with sin and judgment"! And if we think
of some of the Scriptures, we shall find what a solemn subject is before
us. For truly, as Job declared, when God arises in judgment upon
unrighteous nations, "He taketh away the heart of the chief of the
people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where
there is no way. They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh
them to stagger like a drunken man " (xii. 24, 25). Also again declared
the patriarch of the wicked, " Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put
out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine. The light shall be dark
in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him" (xviii. 5, 6).
The Psalmist also refers to God's judgment in the land of Egypt when
" He sent darkness and made it dark" (cv. 28), and which was decreed
of Jehovah to His servant Moses to be " a darkness which may be
felt" (Exod. x. 21), an awful darkness indeed, wherein "they saw
not one another, neither rose any man from his place for three days! "
(v. 23). The wise man, too, in his Proverbs (vii. 9) warns against the
deeds of Satan to the unwary" in the twilight, in the evening, in the
black and dark night," whilst in his denunciations against the wicked,
the prophet Isaiah is given to utter the solemn warning how" in that
day" when the Lord arises to judgment, "they shall roar against
them like the roaring of the sea, and if one look unto the land, behold
darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof "
(v. 30). Again we find a call to repentance unto Israel by the prophet
Jeremiah (xiii. 16): "Give glory to the Lord your God, before He
cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains,
and, while ye look for light, He turn it into the shadow of death, and
make it gross darkness." Oh! that His people had taken heed and
obeyed! But the weeping prophet still mourned under" the rod of
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His wrath," that " He hath led me, and brought me into darkness,
but not into light" (Lam. iii. 2), as every faithful prophet did and
must mourn for the guilt of his nation when God arises, after such
long-suffering, to judgment. We find, too, in the minor prophets,
gracious invitations and exhortations for Israel to return unto the
Lord, such as in Amos v. 6-8; viii. 9; Micah iii. 6, which the readers
will refer to, as we cannot quote in full for lack of space. For our
subject is a vast and solemn one and would fill many papers in meditating upon.
But we want to pass on to consider the greatness of the mercy of
our God and the riches-yea, the exceeding riches of His grace, which
overtakes all the dark experiences of His people and gives them to rise
superior to them when He enables them to say, " Rejoice not against
me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness,
the Lord shall be a light unto me " (Micah vii. 8). Why and how can
the child of God encourage himself thus 1 Oh! we must get back to
Calvary and think of that darkness which was over the land for more
than three hours when the holy Sin-bearer for your and my sins,
beloved, hung upon that ignominious cross and thus suffered His
Father's righteous indignation for sin that you and I might go' free!
There is no parallel in the world's history of darkness like unto that.
Darkness at midday! Darkness which must have been" felt" far
beyond that in Egypt. Darkness that put His enemies to such shame
and silence, as no voice but the voice of the suffering Saviour could
be heard crying out to His Father, "My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me 1" The Father's face turned away from His wellbeloved Son! Oh, how could this be, but as the Holy God He could
not look upon sin. And here on the awful cross of Calvary the spotless
Lamb of God hangs, suffering, enduring the wrath of God that His
people deserved. Such a darkness this! an awful pall over the earth ;
the earth that was so beautiful and fair at the hands of her Creator.
How all hearts must have quailed in fear, and minds wondered, saying,
What is this?
We would fain linger over this sacredly solemn part of our subject,
and weep and mourn as we confess, it was our sins that brought the
suffering Saviour there and to endure all He did for us! But that
darkness, blessed be His Holy Name, is for ever past and never to be
repeated.
"Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy Great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty;
Trust in His efficacious Blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee."-(Toplady).

And that is where you and I, my beloved reader, by His sovereign
grace and free mercy stand to-day. That is why you and I can enter
into the sweetness of the text which heads this paper and see the silver
lining of mercy in all God's heavy clouds of judgment which overtake
nations and peoples and individuals. "He made darkness His secret
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place,. His pavilion round about Him were dark waters and thic~ clouds
of the skies." Are you rejoicing in that" secret place of the Most High"
and feeling the safe sheltering all-covering mercy of His feathers, even
all the attributes of your God put forth, even the strong God for His
weak and feeble child 1 Safe hidden in His pavilion! Surrounded by
Deity. No enemy can reach you; no flood of evil men can overtake
you there. A Royal Hiding-Place. A Divine Shelter. The Rock
of Ages high above every storm, and not one, the smallest, the weakest,
the feeblest, the most unworthy of His redeemed can ever be snatched
thence by the enemy.
A Pavilion, therefore, for all His saints on pilgrimage. And that,
His Pavilion! The word means naturally a tent, and therefore suggests a journeying, a moving on, no settling down. So that as His
pilgrim children pass through this wilderness world on their way to
the heavenly city which is their home, the Lord of the whole earth
goes with them, is round about them and is guiding, leading, upholding,
preserving, hiding them. "In the time of trouble He shall hide me in
His pavilion," as the Psalmist said. And again, "Thou shalt hide
them in the secret of Thy presence from the pride of man. Thou shalt
keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues." Oh!
blessed Hiding! Sure Security! Eternal Safety! For His children
are His to care for in life, every step of the way, every moment of their
existence until safe landed in glory. It is, therefore, it must be, it
shall be well with the righteous, since their God is for them, with them,
and round about them.
"No enemy can harm them,
Though coming like a flood."

And so, in spite of the darkness, we turn to the light and find many
a precious promise sparkling in the Word for His poor defenceless
people which shall lift up their heads, knowing that until their
promised redemption is accomplished, the Lord has His way for them
in the dark and cloudy day. In His mercy, " Unto the upright there
ariseth light in the darkness; He is gracious, and full of compassion
and righteous" (Ps. cxii. 4). Again," Light is sown for the righteous
and gladness for the upright in heart" (xcvii. 11). "Thy light shall
rise in obscurity and thy darkness be as the noonday" (Isa. lviii. 10).
" The Lord shall be unto thee thine everlasting light, and the days of
thy mourning shall be ended" (Isa. Ix. 19, 20).
We close this subject with a word of exhortation, as we think of
the solemnity of the warning we find in 2 Peter ii. 4, " For if God spared
not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment," and again,
" And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness, unto
the judgment of the great day" (Jude vi). We turn to those, who, in
unspeakable mercy have been delivered by the precious ransoming
Blood of Calvary's Lamb, " from the power of darkness," and" translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son," and we would take up the
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language of the inspired apostle and say, " But ye, brethren, are not
in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all
the children of the day; we are not of the night, nor of darkness"
(1 Thess. v. 4, 5). "Walk as children of the light" (Eph. v. 8).
Take comfort, therefore, tried child of God. Remember "the
Light of the world" is the Light of our dwelling-place, and He knows
just how and when, according to His Divine pleasure, to give His
waiting, needy children relief and deliverance. He Himself has
promised to " give thee the treasures of darkness" (Isa. xlv. 3). Meanwhile, in all these dark dispensations in our experience, may the Holy
Spirit grant a humble, quiet confidence to our souls in resting upon
the blessed truth that with our God, all is " light and in Him is no
darkness at all" (1 John i. 5). With the sweet singer of Israel we can
say, "Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee; but the night shineth as
the day, the darkness and the light are both alike to Thee" (Ps. cxxxix. 12).
May the Holy Spirit bless these few broken words to His weary,
wayworn, and exercised people, and to Him be all the glory.

R.
THE BIBLE ITSELF A LAMP UNTO OUR FEET.
DR. GRIFFITH THOMAS, in his commentary on Genesis (vol. i, p. 10)
says, " That great scholar, Dr. McCaul, gives a very valuable reminder
to all Bible readers in the following words :" , No reader of the Authorized Version ought to allow himself to be
mystified or silenced by an appeal to foreign critics, much less to be
disturbed in his faith, as if he could not apprehend the general teaching
of the Bible without profound knowledge of the Semitic dialects and
the latest results of German criticism.' "
On the same page Dr. Griffith Thomas says, " Even so extreme a
critic as Kuenan bears witness to the value of direct Bible study when
he says" :" , The Bible is in everyone's hand. The critic has no other Bible
than the public. He does not profess to have any other documents
inaccessible to the laity, nor does he profess to see anything in the
Bible that the ordinary reader cannot see. It is true that here and
there he improves the common translation, but this is the exception,
and not the rule.' "
" WHY those fears? Behold, 'tis Jesus
Holds the helm and guides the ship.
Spread the sails, and catch the breezes
Sent to waft us through the deep,
To the regions
Where the mourners cease to weep."
Thomas Kelly.
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Sermons anb Notts of :'ettllOns.
ASKING AND RECEIVING.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JONATHAN RANKEN ANDERSO~,
OF GLASGOW, OCTOBER 27TH,

1855.

" Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall receit'e,
that your }oy may be full."-JOHN xvi. 24.

THE intercourse which the Lord Jesus holds with His people is clo"e
and intimate, honouring to His condescension and love, and exceedingly
suitable to their needy and sorrowing condition. The times in which
this intercourse is maintained doubtless vary, but being regulated
by infinite wisdom (for their times are in His hands), they are sooner
or later seen to be fitly chosen, and occur not infrequently when
least expected, but never but when they greatly need them.
" When the poor and needy seek water and there is none, I the
Lord will hear them" (Isa. xli. 19). We have proof of this in the la t
discourse the Saviour held with His disciples before He left the world
and returned to the Father. He therein showed Himself to a degree
surpassing any former discovery, as He to Whom the Lord had gi, en
the tongue of the learned, that He might "know how to peak a
word in season to him that is weary" (Isa. 1. 4).
It is in this discourse that we meet with the words of the text:
"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: a k and ye hall
receive, that your joy may be full." In these word there are four
things that call for and deserve consideration at our hands: (1) A
complaint; (2) An exhortation; (3) A promise; (4) A motive.
1. We have first of all a complaint, "Hitherto have ye asked
nothing in My name," and here our attention is du~:Firstly, to Him Who makes the complaint. He is the Lord Jesus
Christ, a Person infinitely dear to His Father and very precious to
all who believe. He is the object of His Father's highest complacency,
and He is the best Friend of sinners. We have every ground to
assure ourselves that if this glorious Person makes a complaint at
any time, that complaint is well founded. He is infinite in knowledge;
nothing therefore can escape His observation. He is infallible in
judgment and cannot err. He is unimpeachable in veracity and
never utters but pure truth.
Secondly, the next thing that solicits our attention under this head
is those of whom the complaint is made. It is His own disciples
who had been given to Him by the Father, who were chosen by Himself
on account of the right He has acquired to theIn and with the view
of carrying out the design for which He had received them of the
Father. And they, having their hearts touched by His invincible
grace, fell in with the choice, complied with His call, consented to
do what He required-cc Follow Me." He was very dear to them.
They were very dear to Him. A peculiarly tender and sacred affection
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obtained between Him and them. But it was an enlightened affectionimpartial, faithful. Wheresoever therefore He saw cause of complaint,
He complained; where He detected matter of censure, He rebuked;
and where there was a call for the pruning knife, He did not spare.
'!Vhy ~ Because He loved them not ~ Just the reverse. We have
thence every evidence which the case admits of arising both from
the character of Him Who makes the complaint and those who are
the subjects of it that it was due.
Thirdly, we pass on to the next thing under this branch of the
subject, that is, the matter of the complaint. What is it that the
Lord Jesus finds fault with in His disciples and that forms the subject
of His complaint concerning them ~ It was that hitherto they had
asked nothing in His name. Now there are two senses in which
these words may be taken.
a. They may be understood as intimating that although the disciples
were given to prayer (for it is in prayer men ask), they had not
engaged in this exercise in that clear evangelical manner that is
pointed at in the phrase "ask in His name." Not that He was
excluded or could be excluded from their addresses to the throne
of mercy. No acceptable prayer ascends to the Hearer of prayer
but in the name of Jesus Christ; "He is the only Mediator between
God and man." A Mediator being appointed, and having entered
upon the functions of His office, it would be a slight upon Him, and
dishonouring to His Father, Who nOlninated Him, if anything whatever were to pass from the one party to the other through any channel
besides Him. But we have His own words that are conclusive upon
this point: "N0 man cometh to the Father but by Me "-language
that is absolute and puts an extinguisher on all the speculations in
which men may indulge about the possibility or the reasonableness
or something stronger that may be asserted, of prayer being answered
otherwise than through that Holy Mediator. But whilst we must
not suppose that the name of Jesus Christ was absolutely excluded,
we may understand the language here used as indicating that the
disciples themselves did not so fully advert, so distinctly, and with
such weight to the Medium of access as was desirable. There was
an obscurity surrounding their apprehensions and affecting more or
less the spiritual exercise in which they were engaged when they
approached the mercy-seat.
b. But there is another sense which may be put upon the words,
and some perhaps may be inclined to prefer it to the one that was
before suggested, namely, that hitherto they had asked comparatively
nothing in His name. We can bring out the two senses simply by
varying the emphasis put upon the words. We bring out the former
by reading the words thus: Hitherto ye have asked nothing in My
name: take heed henceforward to ask distinctly and pointedly and
with the whole strength of your souls in My name. We bring out
the other sense by reading the words thus: Hitherto have ye
asked nothing in My name. Anything you have yet asked is hardly
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worth the speaking about, compared with what you might have
asked, what you have warrant to ask, what you ought to ask.
Is it then to be admitted that there is such an ambiguity about
the Scripture language here used that we cannot determine its precise
import? No. But rather as our Confession of Faith admirably puts
it, as it does every topic which it handles, "The sense of Scripture
is not one but many." There is a marvellous fecundity in Divine
truth, it teems with meaning, so that after you have drawn forth
ever so much from a passage, you have left infinitely more behind
than you have taken away. And we apprehend that the Spirit of
God acting out in His agency the counsels of the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, the ever living, the ever glorious, the ever blessed Jehovah,
constructed Scripture truth in such a way as that it is capable of
being turned in a great variety of directions, meeting an endless
diversity of cases, so that when one has to be corrected or helped
forward or reproved as it respects asking in the name of Christ, this
passage will do; and if he has to be reproved for the narrow, stunted,
feeble desires that he has expressed in prayer, this passage will do too.
Have you anything to do with the Lord Jesus? Has He anything
to do with you? Is He yours and are you His? Some of you profess
that it is so at His table on the approaching day, if it be His holy
will. Is it not meet on this day of preparation to inquire whether
your profession is well founded, whether it will stand the searching
test of His Word; for if it do not stand the tef:t of the Word, how
will it stand the far more searching test of the judgment day? You
may know whether Christ is yours and you are His by inquiring
whether He has ever complained of you. He was not in the way
of complaining of His disciples through others. His hardest words
were always addressed to themselves; so will it be with a faithful
ministry to the people that are privileged to be under it. The worst
things will always be said to their face, whereas in their absence
things may be said that it might not be prudent to say in their hearing,
lest they should be exalted above measure, and even so if you are
His and He is yours, and you are brought to have intercourse with
each other, He will complain of you and He will let you know that
He complains, and He will convince you that He does not complain
without reason. Mark if you are right in heart, and if your profession
be sound, and if you are in the ways of Zion that lead to the mount
of ordinance, and not trying to get in some other way, climbing over
the wall; you will tremble at His coming to complain of you, and
be very glad to fall in with evidence that He has not yet given you
up, that He continues to exercise a holy jealousy towards you and
that He will not suffer you to fall asleep, or to turn aside, or backslide, without applying the rod. He will let you know He is displeased
and continues the expression of His displeasure till He is able to say
as He said of Israel of old, " I have seen his ways and will heal him "
(Isa. lvii. 10).
2. The exhortation. It is expressed in one little word, "ask."
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But it is no uncommon thing in the field of Scripture to meet with
such in little compass. It is like Him Who is the Author of it to
bring about great results by very humble means; yea, He makes
use of things that are not, to bring to naught things that are.
Now certainly in opening up this exhortation shortly we are called
to turn, first of all, to Him Who is asked, in other words, the Hearer
of prayer. This is the glorious Jehovah in the person of the Father;
as the apostle puts it, "To us there is but one God, the Father, of
Whom are all things, and we in Him" (1 Cor. viii. 6). Seeing that
all things are of Him, it follows that what is to be asked must be
asked of Him; you must ascend to the Fountain-head. His glory
as Father beams forth in this way. His glory as Father is delighted
in and acknowledged by the Lord Jesus Christ, the pre-eminent Asker
of askers. Why? He acknowledges Him of Whom all things
primarily are. Do you know the Father ? You will not be children
if you do not. You would say that a child that does not know its
father is a monster and not a child. There is something very strange
in such a state of things. It is unnatural and calls for explan~tion.
And if you claim, as you propose, to engage in the commemoration
of the death of Christ (as children claim to do), in what character
do you know Him? Do you know Him as economically the Father,
the Headspring of everything that is asked? Oh, the beauty, the
excellency, and the sweetness that are involved in this character!
You have incurred a heavy loss if you have not been admitted to
any apprehension of it.
What a miserable case your souls are in if they have never been
refreshed by discoveries of it! But if you say you hope you are
not altogether strangers to the Father in this character, in what
has your acquaintance with it shown itself? Has it been in acknow-ledging and dealing with Him as from Whom all things are to be
asked?
But again, in evolving the import of the little term "ask," we
must attend to the way in which He is to be apprehended by those
who would ask anything of Him.
The law of creation offers nothing at all of this description. You
may begin at the one end of created things and make the entire
circuit of them, look upwards and downwards, on the right hand
and on the left; nowhere will you find that which will conduct you
to the presence of the Father-yea, more than that, according to
the law of creation, heaven is shut. God has shut Himself in and
He- has shut us out. If we may venture on so humble a comparison,
when the sun comes and goes the flowers shut in their petals and
refuse to emit their fragrance, so the great Creator shut Himself in
when we forsook Him, and refused to give forth aught of that
blessedness that is in Him. He keeps back the face of His throne,
clouds and darkness are round about Him, it is very tempestuous;
and between Him and sinners there lies an infinite store of wrath.
That cloud must be broken; it must discharge its contents before
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the heavens will be opened, the sky cleared, and a way opened for
the outgoing of His pity and love and grace. Who will approach
such a cloud as this 1 There was just One that had such a heart
tender enough to conceive the thought and strong enough to bear
the cost. Behold the man of Jehovah's right hand! the man that is
the Father's fellow! No wonder He is so highly exalted; He i
worthy of it all. What a heart is His to conceive such an undertaking! What a heart is His to go through with it at such an expen e
as it cost Him! For by that death which you propose, some of you,
to commemorate to-morrow, the great achievement was effected.
The Father says, who is this that hath engaged His heart to
approach unto Me 1-as if the actual exhibition of what was engaged
in covenant of old in the counsels of peace moved His bowels. He
never had such a sight, He never will have such a one again.
The angels may be supposed as moved to intensest interest: "Who
can this be that hath engaged to approach that dark cloud 1" It
was like to overwhelm Him. "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even
unto. death." Yet on He went, when in a different way from Moses,
in this respect perhaps His type-Moses was hidden within the cloud
that rested upon Mount Sinai-Jesus was hidden from the ight of
men and angels. He was encompassed on every side with the dark
cloud of wrath, He laid down His life in the midst of it. ' nd now
the way into the Holiest is made manifest, being opened by the blood
of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19). "I am the way, the truth, and the life"
(John xiv. 16). Jesus said unto Nathaniel, "Becau e I aid I saw
thee under the fig tree, believest thou 1" I have a glory tran cending
that, and that glory thou shalt see. "Thou shalt see greater things
than these" (John i. 50). "Hereafter ye shall see heaven open
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
man" (verse 51). Have you ever caught a glimpse of this great
sight 1 You will never come near to the table of the Lord if you
have not seen this great sight and been riveted by it; and if you
will venture in your carnality and sluggishness to go to that table,
you will be marked men in the judgment day, and a deep, deep hell
of perdition will be your portion.
This is Christian faith. This is it that stamps a man as a believer
in Christ, a discovery of this great sight, God-man dying" the Just
for the unjust." He consented to be shut out that they might be
taken in. He died that they might live. He was willing to take
the curse that they might obtain the blessing. You will have no
fellowship with Jesus Christ the Mediator as the way of access, if
you have not fellowship with the Father. We are not to countenance
the concision, what we want is the circumcision. We are not to
countenance seeming Christians. "Every man that hath heard and
learned of the Father cometh unto Me." "Truly our fellowship js
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ."
But if you have not acquaintance with the Father in the view
we presented in the former particular, it is plain you can have
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no fellowship with Jesus Christ in the way of access. "Truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ."
We must pass from this and notice who are they that ask. Do
you say, We ask ~ Well, who are you ~ Where were you born ~
Oh, we were born in Egypt. You ask! No, none ask but those
born in Zion. Where is your name enrolled ~ Oh, it is enrolled
as a member of Knox's Tabernacle. That will not do, your name
must be in the Book of Life. None ask but those whose names are
written in the Book of Life. How came you into the world ~ Your
mother had to bear you naturally for so long and bring you forth
with sorrow and trouble. The Lord Jesus Christ must have had
you in His heart of love, you nlust have had your share of the travail
of His soul. He must have suffered unspeakable pain because He
had to bear you and your burdens. And who was it that brought
you forth as one of those that ask ~ The Spirit of God is He Who
glorifies Christ, and takes of Christ's and shows them to the children of
men; hence the description given of them, "born of God," "born
of the Spirit." "Of His own will begat He us, that we might be
a kind of first fruits of His creatures."
This asking is of the new creation, therefore it is a new creature
that asks. This asking is in the kingdom of God: "Except a man
be born again he cannot enter the kingdom of God." This asking
is spiritual, therefore it belongs to Him Who is spiritual. This asking is
the breath of the Holy Ghost in the soul. It is not enough that a
child be born and that it have lungs, it must have air to inhale and
exhale, or else the creature will die; even so it is not enough that
we be born again, we must have the breath of the Holy Ghost to
inhale and exhale. "Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the
lusts of the flesh." Pray in the Holy Ghost. Think of that! If
we had a little prayer of that kind, how lovely we would be, how
healthy we would be, what spiritual plumpness would appear upon
us as those that are anointed with oil; how strong we would be,
and small as we are and few as are our members, Glasgow might
stand in awe of this little company! But, woe is us, no! Like
most around us the salt seems to have lost its savour. If the Lord
do not grant a check to growing formality we will die altogether
and burial will follow and that quickly.
But we must come to the exhortation itself. It means the expression
of desires that His people need and which He is able to bestow. Hence
our catechism where everything that is touched is handled in a
masterly way: "Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God, for
things agreeable to His will in the name of Christ, with confession
of our sins and thankful acknowledgment of His mercies." That
is asking. We pass on to notice
3. The promise, "And ye shall receive." Do not overlook the
link that ties the exhortation and the promise together, or to use
another figure, do not build a ferryboat of your own, or do not
attempt to swim across-you will be drowned. Mark the beautiful
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bridge that has been framed which spans the distance whereby those
who ask get safely across to the land of promise. "Ask and ye shall
receive." It is the copulative conjunction "and." The bridge
touches both sides, the ask on the one side and the receive on the
other. You will not set foot upon the bridge if you do not ask, and
your asking will be of no avail unless along the bridge you get to
the receive. The Pharisee can ask, but the Pharisee never receives.
The Publican asks and he receives. "This man went down to his
house justified." There is his receiving. "God be merciful to me
a sinner." That is his asking; he went down to his house justified.
The Pharisee does not ask, he gives thanks for what he was, and is,
and did. He is shut out by that expression" rather than the other."
Not only is the Pharisee shut out, but shut out to his great mortification, by the Publican's being preferred before him. For in the asking
he put himself before the Publican; the Lord put the Publican before
him in receiving.
Doubtless Cain, who may have thought that the fruits of the earth
were worth far more money than the firstlings of the flock which
Abel brought, calculated upon being praised exceedingly. The
fashionable way of it is to praise men for the most costly sacrifices,
hence we are shut out from their churches altogether. We are a
poor people, and we have no heart and no wish to buy salvation
with money. Oh, that we were in reality what we profess to be!
Abelites! We would see what would come when Cainites and
Abelites are before the Judge, and dealt with according to righteousness.
Abel went down to his house justified. "He that humbleth himself
shall be exalted, he that exalteth himself shall be abased."
But coming to the promise, what is it 1 What does it mean 1
What does it involve 1 I apprehend that it involves two things.
Ye shall receive what ye ask. Whatever ye shall ask in My
name, that will I do. If ye ask anything in My name the Father
will do it. Now, my friends, do you get according to your asking 1
What will you have 1 This is the preparation Saturday; did you
ask anything before you came to this· place 1 Are you getting what
you asked 1 If you did not ask anything, and get nothing, you are
rightly served. Did you ask little 1 Are you getting little 1 Did
you ask much? Are you getting much 1 When there is an asking
that is likely to be followed by receiving there will be an asking from
sensible want. If we are to have any sense of want we must be made
poor. We are all naturally sick, we are full, self-satisfied. We are
rich, though in reality we are poor; we are full, though in reality
we are empty; we are self-satisfied, though in reality we have nothing
to satisfy us. Like the prodigal son, there is no man that can give
to us in our natural state to eat so as to satisfy the soul; but He Who
is the God of salvation bestows upon His poor people the grace of
poverty. He communicates to them the precious boon of an empty
soul. He does them the favour of starving them. Has He done
that for you? "Blessed are ye poor, blessed are ye that hunger
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after righteousness." "He fills the hungry with good things." It
is a bad look out for you if you are left to be rich and full and satisfied.
It is a token for good if you feel that you are poor, empty, perishing
creatures, and that you have such need as He alone can supply, and
that it will take His all to supply it. "My God shall supply all your
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. iv. 19).
It is a noble, manly thing, that infinite need which the Spirit of
God alone creates and maintains and which the fulness of God
dwelling in Christ can alone meet and supply.
There is included in asking, such as is followed by receiving,
faith in Him that He will bestow. "If any man lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, let him ask in faith, nothing doubting." A doubleminded man is unstable as water (James i. 5-8). Do you say, Deliver
·me from this bad temper; do you say, Slay this lust, and yet keep
a shield over it and parry the blow? That will not do. A doubleminded man is unstable in all his ways. l\lore might be said on this
exhortation, but we must pass on.
4. The motive-" That your joy may be full." The disciples had
joy. Have you? You are none of Christ's if you have not. You
should be joyful people. "Rejoice always, and again I say rejoice."
Not the flimsy thing that passes for joy. Smooth waters run deep.
You know that the religion of the present day is a shallow thing by
the noise it makes. Where there is a well you may conclude surely
that there is water not far off by -the verdure that prevails and the
fertility that abounds, though you do not see the water. Spiritual, /
holy, Christian joy is a very different thing from what men imagine.
You observe that our Lord speaks in a way that evidently implies
that the disciples have joy. It was theirs not only in the purpose
of His love, in the purchase of His blood, in the promise of the word,
but it was theirs in title, theirs in taste, theirs in enjoyment. But
they had not got as much as they might, as much as He desired. His
loving heart yearned to fill their sacks as full as they could hold
with corn. But the sacks must be opened. You cannot get anything
in unless the mouths are opened, and opened wide. "I am J ehovah,
open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." You see now the meaning of
the motive here presented. "Ask, that your joy may be full," or
filled up.
ApPLICATION.

1. See how it is that the Lord Jesus treats those whom He loves.
He holds converse with them, and that converse is not upon matters
of idle speculation, but upon things of life and death. You are going
to profess, some of you, that you are the disciples of Christ. Have
you had any intercourse with Him? Have you had any intercourse
with Him this day? Is there any corner in your houses or outside
where you are in the way of preparing to have intercourse with Him?
Are there any sighs going up from your souls that He can regard
as the groaning of the prisoner and make haste to afford you relief ?
Do not profess to be His, if you are strangers to intercourse with
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Him. If there are any that say, we would fain have had intercourse
with Him, but we have had none, what sort of a case is that you
are in? Oh, a very doleful case! Blessed are ye of the Lord, we
hope your dolefulness will go on till your hearts break. Whatails
thee? Oh, that I got a glimpse of the King, then would I be content.
2. See what the Lord Jesus lays upon those with whom He holds
intercourse. What does He lay upon them? The duty of asking.
He would have them beggars and keep them beggars. You may
know whether you have met Him and had intercourse with Him
by this test, has the meeting and intercourse set you upon asking?
l\iy friends, if we are spared to see a thanksgiving Monday, remember
you that you are to test all your communications and all your
refreshings and all your enjoyment, by this one rule-am I by mean
,of them sent away to the mercy-seat to ask? "I will take the cup of
salvation," said the Psalmist in the view of an occasion of thanksgiving, " and call upon the name of the Lord"; call upon the name
of the Lord as long as he lives, and the more lively he is, the more
he will call on His name.
When we are a people manifestly given to prayer, when prayer
meetings are as much valued as ever they were and more, hough
-we have little cause of complaint compared with others (numero
.congregations being obliged to give up prayer meetings beca e here
was no one came to them), let us ,not rest in anything formal. Man
may go to prayer meetings that have nothing of the spirit of pra er.
See that you have such intercourse with Christ as that you will pro e
that it has been good for you to have it, by an increasing piri of
prayer.
3. Observe the encouragement given to ask. A promi e I held
out. "According to your faith so shall it be unto ou.
Ask
and ye shall receive."
4. See the purpose that is in view. "That your joy may be full "joy in grace, joy in glory, joy unspeakable and full of glory here,
much more the joy which shall be hereafter. Amen.

"YE OBSERVE DAYS."
writing to the Galatians, said that their observings of days,
months, and years made him afraid. When he wrote to the Romans,
he intimated that there was nothing vital about regarding this or
that day (of course always excepting the Lord's Day). But he was
.able to distinguish between things that differ. There were Jews who
did not at once forget all the times that since the days of their
fathers had been consecrated by God for special purposes. Now
all ritual was past, swallowed up for ever in the life, death, and
resurrection of the Lord. Christ's brethren, the sons of His Father,
knew that He was the Christ-the Salvation for which they had
looked and longed; they knew that the veil of the Temple was rent;
PAUL,
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they no longer trusted (any more than Paul did himself) in their
obedience to the pattern given on the Mount. All that was gone,
but they liked to remember for and with themselves, as certain days
came round, what had been. The apostle said that no offence should
be made of this. If they regarded the day, it was to the Lord they
regarded it; what a help and comfort an extra day kept with Him
might be. If they did not regard the day, no fault whatever was
theirs; it was one of the six days and no more; its authority and
significance was altogether superseded. Thus he comforted his
friends in Rome. But when he wrote to the Galatians, he warned
them that in their observances there was a deliberate turning away
from Christ. They were hunting up old superstitions-heathen onesand were also emphasizing as important, ceremonies which God had
abrogated. As a body they were setting apart and keeping times
that had no warrant or command of God behind them. This made
Paul fear that their early zeal and love for the Gospel was all evaporating.
What was he to think if after they had seemed to be entirely delivered
from the bondage of ceremonies they· were now choosing to go back
to them? Paul felt much as Moses did when he warned the people
about the dreadfulness of their turning back to Egypt, or taking up
with the idols of the heathen. Take heed to yourselves, he said,
lest ye forget. They had to remember, "specially the day" that
they came near and stood below the burning mountain. There were
days that had to be remembered. The day that they came out of
Egypt had to be remembered and kept to all generations. That
was a day which the Lord made; they were glad and rejoiced in it.
Israel did not then die, but live and declare the works of the Lord.
That was the day the Lord made when the Lord Jesus rose from
the dead, and ever since His Church has rejoiced and been glad in
it, and all creation has blessed Him. When the Jews held their Feast
of Purim for the first time, indeed it was a glad day, and Mordecai
confirmed it by writing that it should be a memorial not to perish
from their seed for ever.
The Psalmist says that God has so done His marvellous works
that they ought to be had in remembrance. I once heard an old
man preach, very old he was, well over ninety; what the text was
I cannot say, but I am sure that any text would have done as well
as the one he gave out. The sermon was this, " Oh, I never can forget
the day when first by faith I saw the Lord!" He repeated that twenty
times at least; he would say something irrelevant between, and then
again, "Ob, I never can forget the day when first by faith I saw the
Lord!" It sounded as if he could date the day. Perhaps he could,
as many have been able to, though we hear of few now. But he
had waited for God and the day came when his desire was answered;
that was a day the Lord made; he was glad and rejoiced in it. On
some days we have a token for good, a lightening of the burden, a
hope in Him revived and enlarged. These are days we ought not
to forget. We remember, and rightly so, our national deliverances,
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the martyrdoms of our best and noblest saints and servants of God.
We remember our own anniversaries and raise our Ebenezers. Let
us not forget that it is Himself Who keeps our souls alive, Who gives
us, as often as He sees we need it, some intimation of His forgiving
love, some persuasion that He remembers us in our low estate in
that mercy which endures for ever.
FOLLOWER-ON.

GERMAN ANTICHRISTIANISM.
HITLER is reported to have said, " Fascism, if it likes, may come to
terms with the Church. So shall I. Why not 1 That will not
prevent me from tearing up Christianity root and branch, and annihilating it in Germany. . . . For our people it is decisive, whether they
acknowledge the Jewish Christ creed with its effeminate pity ethics,
or a strong heroic belief in God in nature, God in our own people, in our
destiny, in our blood."
"I am freeing men," he said, "from the restraints of an intelligence
which has taken charge, from the dirty and degrading self-mortification
of a chimerical conscience and morality, and from the demands of a
freedom and personal independence which only a few men can bear."
Alfred Rosenberg says, " The ideal of love for one's neighbour must
be subordinated to the idea of National Honour." That means that
the law of God must take second place.
Another German writer (Dr. W. Fuchs, Military Staff Surgeon in
1914) says, "The majority of peaGeable people can be immediatel
helped by infusing in them a passion, and in our case this pa ion can
only be hatred. . . . Education to hatred! Education to e teem for
hatred! Education to love of hatred! Organization for hatred ....
We need not fear to exclaim blasphemously: 'Now abideth Faith,
Hope and Hate, these three, and the greatest of these is Ha e. '
Herr Kerrl, Reich Minister for Church Affairs, has proclaimed,
" There has arisen a new authority as to what Christ and Christianity
really are-that is Adolf Hitler. . . . Adolf Hitler is the true Holy
Ghost" (italics ours).-What Hitler Wants, p. 148.
" At the age of six the child must begin to attend the state school,
and from thenceforth the moulding of its thought passes out of the
parents' power. . . . Any parent suicidal enough to attempt to temper
school teaching with saner conversation is in danger of being deliberately denounced by a fierce young Nazi or unintentionally betrayed
by an innocent infant: .' Oh, but daddy and mummy say . . . ' which
means Gestapo and concentration camp for father and mother. . . .
From the age of six, therefore, the child's soul passes for ever from the
influence of its parents to be fashioned in the Nazi mould, and Christian
parents have to listen to their boys chanting, ' Let Christ rot and the
Hitler youth march on.' "-What Hitler Wants, pp. 146-149.
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THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
No. 2: FROGS.

By MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.
EGYPT, the land of the shining river whose fountain-head was underneath the throne of Thoth, far away in the southern sky, had had
its shining glory turned into a florid hue, deep, revolting, impressive.
Pharaoh hears again the selfsame request, " Let My people go
that they may serve Me" (Exod. v. 1, 2; viii. 1 and 2). But the
heart of Pharaoh responds not. Awful is the wickedness of hindering
God's people from serving Him. But there is no escape from the
Divine command or from the Divine power. The command is not
got rid of by resistance. The Word of God comes bac~ to us, and
always with the old alternative-obey or perish.
So the Lord's servants call the second plague; not on the river,
but from the river. "The river shall bring forth frogs abundantly,
which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber,
and upon thy bed, and into the houses of thy servants, and upon thy
people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading-troughs: and
the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people and upon
thy servants" (Exod. viii. 3, 4). A polysyndeton (many "ands")
heavy with the emphasis of completeness.
It is said that the first plague took place at the time of the yearly
overflow of the Nile in the spring; the second plague is said to have
taken place when the waters were assuaged in the early autumn,
and revealed the mud whence came the frogs; though to all appearances
the Nile was as Divine as ever. If to touch the shining river itself
be of no avail, then, perhaps, for the river to produce a revolting
plague will have its effect. It did! for unlike the first plague, the
second ,was not long under sufferance ere the call for help came
(verse 8). The magicians succeeded in their attempt to imitate this
miracle, but in their attempt at removing the frogs they failed (verses
7 and 8). Hence the speedy call for help. We are not told how long
this plague lasted, but it was infinitely more loathsome than its
predecessor. The river itself might be struck, but surely our god
will not send these things upon our flesh! The frogs produced the
effect which the first plague did not. Two reeling blows brought
this vaunting sinner to his knees. What humiliation to this haughty
monarch! but his will to resist was not in the least bit broken (verse 15).
The frog was held sacred in Egypt because it was supposed to
purify the waters by feeding on the poisons in the marshes and river.
Heka was the frog-headed goddess, emblem of creative power. The
Egyptians might not kill them, yet the frogs destroyed their comfort
and their happiness. The Egyptian animal-worship was by this
plague proved to be absurd and ridiculous. It is said that it was a
toad rather than a frog. A toad crawls rather than leaps, and croaks
continually with a dismal, perpetual reptilian croak. The frogs came
up, an exceeding great army, croaking their way into every household
9
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and making every habitation uninhabitable. Every part of the
room was filled with them; they got into all the plates and cups and
defiled every place by their loathsome presence. At night they
advanced and their combined roar filled all Egypt with a deafening
terrible noise, so that sleep was nowhere possible and by day it was
impossible to put down the foot without stepping on these slimy
substances. The Nile was holy and the fish with it. It was changed
into blood and its fish putrified. The frog was holy, hence God's
second plague was against this unclean animal, because it was an
unclean god. Like as the Nile, so the frog became unto the Egyptians
a curse, and being sacred the Egyptians in their superstition might
not kill it. A god indeed I-sacred I-became to them a terror and
disgust.
From this plague we may learn the following five impressivenesses :1. The supremacy of God in the kingdom of nature. He rules,
He alone rules. "An idol is nothing" (1 Cor. viii. 4). "Yea, the
stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle
and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming;
but My people know not the judgment of the Lord" (Jer. viii. 7).
" For, 10, He that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and
declareth unto man what is His thought, that maketh the morning
darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, the Lord,
the God of hosts, is His name" (Amos iv. 13). The power of life
and death is vested in God.
2. The impotence of man in the hands of Jehovah. How intolerably
humiliating it is to be conquered by shoals of frogs. This reversal of
the Divine counsel given in Eden-" Have dominion ... over every
living thing that moveth upon the earth" (Gen. i. 28)-is not
appreciated by human pride. The first plague was certainly impressive: but the agile little creatures of the second plague give a different
complexion of impressiveness.
3. The possibilities of resistance to God that lie in the human
breast (verse 15). Man's abuse of God's kindness. A respite is
granted (the word "respite" means "a breathing-space "). It is
necessary alike to repentance and resistance. But respite is not
deliverance. "Despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering ; not knowing that the goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance?" (Rom. ii. 4).
4. God's readiness to be entreated of the sinner. At the first sign
mercy is shown (verse 9). God is ready to listen, and Pharaoh is
trusted (verse 10).
5. The effect of continued impenitence, for continued impenitence
produces hardening of heart. This habit of resisting, as we shall
see, leads to finality of hardening.
"No man can sufficiently conceive how horrible the idolatry of the
Papists is."-Martin Luther.
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"SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING."
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
I. PREPARATORY REMARKS.
KING SOLOMON says, in the Book of Ecclesiastes, " Of making many
books there is no end" (Eccles. xii. 12). There are few subjects about
which that saying is more true than that of preaching. The volumes
which have been written in order to show ministers how to preach
are enough to make a small library. In sending forth one more little
treatise, I only propose to touch one branch of the subject. I do not
pretend to consider what should be the substance and matter of a
sermon. I purposely leave alone such points as " gravity, unction,
liveliness, warmth," and the like, or the comparative merits of written
or extempore sermons. I wish to confine myself to one point, which
receives far less attention than it deserves. That point is simplicity
in language and style.
I ought to be able to tell my readers something about" simplicity,"
if experience will give any help. I began preaching forty years ago,
when I first took orders, in a poor rural parish, and a great portion of
my ministerial life has been spent in preaching to labourers and farmers.
I know the enormous difficulty of preaching to such hearers, of making
them understand one's meaning, and securing their attention. So
far as concerns language and composition, I deliberately say that I
would rather preach before the University at Oxford or Cambridge,
or the Temple, or Lincoln's Inn, or the Houses of Parliament, than
I would address an agricultural congregation on a fine hot afternoon
in the month of August. I have heard of a labourer who enjoyed
Sunday more than any other day in the week,-" Because," he said,.
" I sit comfortably in church, put up my legs, have nothing to think
about, and just go to sleep." Some of my younger friends in the
ministry may some day be called to preach to such congregations as
I have had, and I shall be glad if they can profit by my experience.
Before entering on the subject, I wish to clear the way by making
four prefatory remarks.
a. For one thing, I ask all my readers to remember that to attain
simplicity in preaching is of the utmost importance to every minister
who wishes to be useful to souls. Unless you are simple in your
sermons you will never be understood, and unless you are understood
you cannot do good to those who hear you. It was a true saying of
Quintilian, " If you do not wish to be understood, you deserve to be
neglected." The first object of a minister should be. to preach the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but" the truth as it is in Jesus."
But the next thing he ought to aim at is that his sermon may be.understood; and it will not be understood by most of his hearers if it is.
not simple.
b. The next thing I will say, by way of prefatory remark, is, that
to attain simplicity in preaching is by no means an easy matter. No
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greater mistake can be made than to suppose this. "To make hard
things seem hard," to use the substance of a saying of Archbishop
Usher's, " is within the reach of all, but to make hard things seem easy
and intelligible is a height attained by very few speakers." One of
the wisest and best of the Puritans said two hundred years ago, " that
the greater part of preachers shoot over the heads of the people."
This is true also in 1882! I fear a vast proportion of what we preach
is not understood by our hearers any more than if it were Greek. When
people hear a simple sermon, or read a simple tract, they are apt to
say, "How true! how plain! how easy to understand," and to suppose
that anyone can write in that style. Allow me to say it is an extremely
difficult thing to write simple, clear, perspicuous, and forcible English.
Look at the sermons of Charles Bradley, of Clapham. A sermon of
his reads most beautifully. It is so simple and natural, that anyone
feels at once that the meaning is as clear as the sun at noonday. Every
word is the right word, and every word is in its right place. Yet the
labour those sermons cost Mr. Bradley was very great indeed. Those
who have read Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield attentively can hardly
fail to have noticed the exquisite naturalness, ease, and simplicity of
its language. And yet it is known that the pains and trouble and
time bestowed upon that work were immense. Let the Vicar of
Wakefield be cOlnpared with Johnson's Rasselas-which was written
off in a few days, it is said, under high pressure-and the difference
is at once apparent. In fact, to use very long words, to seem very
learned, to make people go away after a sermon, saying, " How fine!
how clever! how grand !" all this is very easy work. But to write
what will strike and stick, to speak or to write that which at once
pleases and is understood, and becomes assimilated with a hearer's
mind and a thing never forgotten-that, we may depend upon it, is·
a very difficult thing and a very rare attainment.
c. Let me observe, in the next place, that when I talk of simplicity
in preaching, I would not have my readers suppose I mean childish
preaching. If we suppose the poor like that sort of sermon, we are
greatly mistaken. If our hearers once imagine we consider them a
parcel of ignorant folks for whom any kind of " infant's food" is good
enough, our chance of doing good is lost altogether.. People do not
like even the appearance of condescending preaching. They feel we
are not treating them as equals, but inferiors. Human nature always
dislikes that. They will at once put up their backs, stop their ears,
and take offence, and then we might as well preach to the winds.
d. Finally, let me observe that it is not coarse or vulgar preaching
that is needed. It is quite possible to be simple, and yet to speak
like a gentleman, and with the demeanour of a courteous and refined
person. It is an utter mistake to imagine that uneducated and illiterate
men and women prefer to be spoken to in an illiterate way, and by an
uneducated person. To suppose that a lay-evangelist or Scripturereader, who knows nothing of Latin or Greek, and is only familiar with
his Bible, is more acceptable than an Oxford first-class man, or a
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Cambridge wrangler (if that first-class man knows how to preach),
is a complete error. People only tolerate vulgarity and coarseness,
as a rule, when they can get nothing else.

FOR WHAT SHOULD WE THANK GOD.
ONE day during a week of very cold weather, two little girl evacuees
were at the village elementary school. One of the two related the
following incident to her host and hostess. She said the mistress asked
all the children to say what we should thank God for. All manner of
things were mentioned in reply. "We," said the little evacuee, speaking for herself and her little friend, "we said we should thank God
because Jesus died on the cross to save us from our sins." We don't
know what the mistress thought about this answer, but it is touching
to know that so much truth was grasped by these two little girls of
eight years of age. During the cold weather of this winter, and in
this time of terrible war, we all need to' thank God for food, clothing,
fire, home, and safety from air-raids. We are not half thankful enough
for our temporal mercies. If, however, we can feelingly and through
infinite grace thank God that Christ took our place and died in our
stead, the Just One for the unjust" that He might bring us to God,"
how immense is the mercy we enjoy. We can never fathom the love
which led Him to redeem us from the curse of the law, by being made
a curse for us. Well did Dr. Watts say,
"Plunged in a gulf of dark despair,
We wretched sinners lay,
Without one cheerful beam of hope,
Or spark of glimmering day.
"With pitying eyes the Prince of Grace
Beheld our helpless grief,
He saw, and, Oh, amazing love,
He ran to our relief!
"Down from the shining seats above
With joyful haste He fled,
Entered the grave in mortal flesh,
And dwelt among the dead.
"He spoiled the powers of darkness thus,
And brake our iron chains ;
Jesus hath freed our captive souls
From everlasting pains.
"0 for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
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THE TIMES CORRESPONDENCE COLUMNS AND PROPHECY.
The Times for February 7th last printed the following letter
A PROPHECY FROM DANIEL.
To the Editor of The Times.

:~

Sir,-You have published in your columns two extracts from
Jeremiah and from Esdras which appear to be prophetic of current
events. In the eleventh chapter of the Book of Daniel (v. 21) I extract
the following description which appears particularly applicable to the
Fiihrer, indicating his views and aims and destined fate.
.
" And in his place shall stand up a contemptible person to whom
they had not given the honour of the Kingdom, but he shall come in
time of security, and shall obtain the Kingdom by flatteries. And
with the arms of a flood shall they be swept away from before him
and shall be broken.
" And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully; for
he shall come up and shall become strong with a small people. In
time of security shall he come even upon the fattest places of the
province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor
his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them prey and spoil and
substance; yea he shall devise his devices against the strongholds even
for a time. . . .
" And the King shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt
himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods and he shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished; for that which is determined shall be done.
" Neither shall he regard the gods of his fathers, nor the desire -of
women, nor any god; for he shall magnify himself above all. But
in his place shall he honour the god of fortresses."
Yours, etc.,
Port of London Building,
A. WIGGLESWORTH.
. Trinity Square, E.O.3.
(The quotation from Daniel is taken from the Revised Version.
Whatever views our readers may hold as to the fulfilment of this
prophecy, it is remarkable that it should appear prominently in The
Times.-Editor of GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

" FINE prayers are generally very wicked prayers. In the presence
of the Lord of hosts it ill becomes a sinner to parade the feathers
and finery of tawdry speech with the view of winning applause from
his fellow mortals. Hypocrites who dare to do this have their reward,
but it is one to be dreaded. A heavy sentence of condemnation was
passed upon a minister when it was flatteringly said that his prayer
was the most eloquent ever offered to a Boston congregation."Spurgeon's Lectures.
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A SABBATH WELL SPENT.

IT is about a hundred years ago that there was a clerk in the Glasgow
Customs-house called Dobie. He was a Christian man of about forty
years of age, supporting his wife and eight children on his two hundred
pounds salary. He had been about fifteen years in his position. The
family lived in a small house about a mile from the Customs-house,
and were content.
Late one Saturday night Mr. Dobie and the other clerks were still
hard at work after a very busy day, when at a quarter past eleven
Mr. Crabbe, the new manager lately come from Londqn, entered the
room. Noticing the dying fire in the grate, he called to the porter
to bring fresh coals. At this Mr. Dobie looked up in surprise. "It
will be Sabbath morning soon," he said, speaking in wonder, not with
any disrespect. All the other clerks looked up, glancing from the
clock to the manager. "What difference does that make ?" said
Mr. Crabbe sharply. Then recollecting that he was in Sabbathkeeping Scotland, he went on, " The work must be finished, though
as some of you seem to have scruples, we will close at midnight.
However, at ten in the morning, the office will be open; and if anybody
is absent, he must expect to find someone else in his place on Monday
. "
mornIng.
Nobody spoke after this, and at twelve they all went home, Mr.
Dobie in great perplexity of mind. He had spoken in sheer surprise;
would it have been better to have held his tongue? What was he
to do now? Would he really be dismissed if he did not appear on
Sunday? Surely it was his duty to think of his wife and family.
Yet the Fourth Commandment was plain enough. Only how could
they live if he lost his work? Mr. Dobie walked all the way home
without deciding what he must do.
It was so late when he got back that Mrs. Dobie asked no questions,
and they went straight to bed. But it was a restless night for Mr.
Dobie. He was not at all good at thinking things out, and he could
not make up his mind at all. Duty seemed to call in opposite ways.
At one moment it was perfectly clear that he must stay at home;
the next, it seemed equally clear that at all costs he must keep his
situation. He tried to pray, but he was too tired to get his thoughts
in proper order.
Morning came; Mr. Dobie still said nothing to his wife, but he
knelt in prayer and tried to commit his way to God. One thing in
his favour is that at least he did put on his Sunday coat! But that
was partly because of the difficulty of explaining to his wife. He
conducted the family worship after breakfast, and then Mrs. Dobie
left him alone whilst she got the children ready for Church. He would
have to decide soon now; but the Church was close to the Customs-
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house, so that he could still walk with his wife. What should he do ?
Now that it was really Sunday morning, he leaned more towards going
to Church as usual, and leaving Monday to take care of itself, but he
could not certainly make up his mind. He took up his Bible, opening
it at random, for he had heard of people being guided to a right decision
in that way. I think myself that it was courage he wanted, not
guidance, for the choice lay between right and wrong. But no verse
from the Scriptures spoke to him now, and presently it was time to go.
All the way to Church, as Mr. Dobie walked with his wife, the
children going on in front, the seesaw process went on in his mind.
Now he thought he would go to Church; then he thought he would
go as far as the door, and then tell Mrs. Dobie he must go to the office.
But when they reached the Church, he found himself going in as usual!
The deed was done, and Mr. Dobie was surprised to find that Monday's
perils did not seem so ominous after all. He began to feel thankful
that God had kept him in the right path in spite of himself.
The day passed on like every other Sabbath; Church again in the
afternoon, then evening worship with the family, then bedtime. Ah,
that was a bad time for poor Mr. Dobie. All his forebodings returned;
he felt he had done right, yet how could he face the coming Monday,
with such dread probabilities of dismissal?
However, without the least betrayal of his thoughts, he set off as
usual on Monday morning, full of fears and anxieties. Never had he
carried such a load of care. He reached the office; he opened the
door of the room where he worked. There stood his empty desk,
waiting for him; there were all the other clerks just as usual, and
nobody made any remark. The manager was nowhere to be seen,
and during the day it transpired that he was away for a day or two.
All the other clerks had worked all Sunday, but they made no remark
on Mr. Dobie's absence; and even when Mr. Crabbe returned, not the
slightest reference was made to Mr. Dobie's behaviour.
Mr. Dobie went home with a light heart. He was longing to tell
his wife all about it, but really he was too ashamed to think how near
he had been to giving way. When he thought of his doubts and fears
and searchings of heart, he felt altogether humbled. He had not
really prayed about the matter properly; yet how gracious God had
been in keeping his faithless servant from evil!
But Mrs. Dobie did learn the story at last. For one day, about six
months later, Mr. Dobie was sent for to the manager's private room.
" Have you heard of the vacant post at Greenock? " said Mr. Crabbe ;
" how would you like to undertake it ?" Mr. Dobie was quite taken
aback; he had heard of the vacancy, which had a much better salary,
and he had fought again~t any covetous thoughts by telling himself
how thankful he should be for the two hundred pounds which had
once been in such jeopardy. And now Mr. Crabbe was actually offering
him the post !
" Yes," he replied, " I have heard of the vacancy." "And do you
think you could undertake the duties?" said the manager. "I
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understand that the work is less," said Mr. Dobie, " but the responsibilities are greater. Yes, I should certainly like it." "That's just
it," replied Mr. Crabbe, "it is more responsible work, and wants a
man with a conscience. We know you are to be trusted completely,
so we are sending you there."
Mr. Dobie was so excited that he actually took a bus to go home
instead of walking, and soon he was telling his wife the whole of the
wonderful story.
We often hear accounts of how God honours great faith; but most
of us have very little faith, and it often seems as if we have none at
all. Yet God is faithful; He never changes. How encouraging it is
to see how the Father in heaven cares even for the fearful, the ones
of little faith, preserving them from evil, and giving them far more
than they ask or deserve.
DAMARIS.
[This story is retold from an annual dated 1878.]
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" THOUGH I have loved God in my youth, feared Him in my age, and
laboured to have a conscience void of offence toward God and man,
yet if Thou, 0 Lord, be extreme to mark what I have done amiss,
who can abide it 1 I plead not my righteousness, but the forgiveness
of my unrighteousness, for His merits Who died to purchase pardon
for penitent sinners."-Hooker.
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In JftilrmOtiam.
MR. GEORGE EDMUND COWELL, OF BOURNEMOUTH.
ALL our readers who read the" Pilgrim Papers" entitled "Wellsprings,"
regularly contributed by our esteemed friend Miss R. Cowell for over
fifty years, will be full of prayerful sympathy for her in the loss of
her eldest and only surviving brother, George Edmund Cowell, of
Bournemouth. In a letter dated February 2nd, Miss Cowell writes :"Dear Mr. Houghton,-Only six months ago you kindly made
mention to your readers of the removal by death of my beloved
brother, WaIter, at Chelmsford. Now your sympathies, I am well
assured, will go out again to me in the passing of my dear eldest and
only surviving brother, George Edmund, at Bournemouth. It has
been my joy for the past twelve years to visit him each summer,
when, as hitherto, he could no longer take me away, as age and
infirmities increased with him.
"We were much, deeply much to one another, and he was
unspeakably dear to me. Being of such an extremely quiet and
unostentatious nature, few understood him, but he was a beautiful
and noble character naturally.
" One of singular integrity and honour, he never caused his dear
father and mother an anxious hour; and he certainly obeyed the
Divine command in honouring them.
" I am laid aside again, just now, but cannot close this brief note
without a testimony to the abiding faithfulness of my God. 'He
is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are judgment:
a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.' "
We did not personally know the dear one whose remo al our dear
friend is mourning, but we feel sure that the tender and prayerful
sympathy of our readers will go out to Miss Cowell in this time of
trial and sorrow. "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5).
Mr. Cowell had reached the ripe age of ninety-one. He died on
January 29th last.
MR. A. E. GREEN, OF ASHLEY DOWN, BRISTOL.
MR. A. E. GREEN was the Honorary Director of Muller's Orphanage,
Bristol. He had been connected with the work of the Orphanage
for twenty-eight years. He was called Home on January 17th last.
We never met Mr. Muller himself, but we often met his successors, Mr.
James Wright and Mr. G. F. Bergin. Both of them were regular and
welcome speakers at the Clifton Conference convened for so many
years by the Rev. James Ormiston. We have personally been much
influenced by the life and testimony of Mr. Muller, and we rejoice that
his great work of faith in the living God is still being carried on by
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his successors on the same lines. We did not know Mr. Green personally,
but we have known Mr. Thomas Tilsley for many years. He now
becomes, we understand, chief Director of the Orphanages and other
associated work.
The funeral of Mr. Green took place on Saturday, January 20th, at
Clifton Bethesda Chapel. Dr. Rendle Short, Dr. A. M. MacLachlan,
and Mr. J. McCready officiated at the Chapel, and Mr. E. Holloway and
Dr. F. G. Bergin at the graveside. The interment took place at Canford
cemetery. There was a large attendance at the chapel. Our Christian
sympathy goes out to all the mourners and we pray that Mr. Tilsley
may be freshly endued with the Spirit's power as he enters upon his
increased responsibilities.
We would add that the great work founded by Mr. Muller is carried
on in humble dependence on the living God to supply all its daily needs.
No one is ever asked for a penny to support it. No worldly methods
are resorted to. God alone is told of the needs. He alone is asked,
and He, true to His promises, supplies all the needs according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

"JUST THE SAME." *

"Jesus Ohrist, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."HEBREWS xiii. 8.
" WHEN Moses and his soldiers from Egypt's land did flee,
Their enemies behind them, and in front of them the sea,
God raised the waters like a wall,
And opened up their way,
And the God that lived in Moses' time
Is just the same to-day.
" When David and Goliath met, the wrong against the right,
The giant armed with human power, and David with God's might,
God's power with David's sling and stone
The giant low did lay,
And the God that lived in David's time
Is just the same to-day.
" When Daniel, faithful to his God, would not bow down to men,
And by God's enemies was hurl'd into the lions' den,
God shut the lions' mouths, we read,
And robbed them of their prey;
And the God that lived in Daniel's time
Is just the same to-day.

* The above can be obtained for 3s. 6d. per 100, post free, from The Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony; Secretary, Geo. H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road,
Chiswick, London, WA.
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" When Jesus came, the Lord of Life, to save us from our sin,
He fought with our temptations, our victory to win.
The Devil did his best against
The Life, the Truth, the Way,
And the Lord Who conquered Satan then
Is just the same to-day.
" When Jesus in the wilderness those hungry people fed,
He multiplied the fishes, He multiplied the bread,
For daily bread and all our needs
He teaches us to pray,
And the Lord Who fed those people then
Is just the same to-day.
" When Peter feared that He would sink beneath the troubled
wave,
A hand Divine caught hold of him, for Christ had power to
save.
And the One Whose arm was strong to help
Can be your strength and stay,
For the One Who lived in Peter's time
Is just the same to-day.
" When sinners to the Saviour came, the weary ones found
rest,
He pardoned and He healed them all, each one who came
was blest.
Oh, bring to Him your load of sin
And come without delay,
For the One Who welcomed sinners then
Is just the same to-day.
" And when He left this world of ours, He said He'd come again
To take His own to be with Him and in His glory reign.
He's coming soon to take us home,
The King is on His way,
. For the One Who promised He would come
Is just the same to-day.
" And so our God revealed in Christ as Father, Saviour, Friend,
Was in the past unchangeable, and will be to the end.
We trust Him now, and follow Him,
'Neath Truth's unclouded ray,
For the God of Whom the Bible speaks
Is just the same to-day."

" IN hell all is misery. In heaven all is happiness. On earth there
is a mixture both of conditions and persons."-Philip Henry.
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tlJrotestant iSeacou.
ARMINIANISM AND HUMAN INABILITY.
, ARMINIANISM at its best is a somewhat vague and indefinite attempt
at reconciliation, hovering midway between the sharply marked
systems of Pelagius and Augustine, taking off the edges of each, and
inclining now to the one, now to the other. Dr. A. A. Hodges refers
to it as a ' manifold and elastic system of compromise.' Its leading
idea is that Divine grace and human will jointly accomplish the work of
conversion and sanctification, and that man has the sovereign right
of accepting or rejecting. It affirms that man is weak as a result of
the fall, but denies that all ability has been lost., Man therefore merely
needs Divine grace to assist his personal efforts. Or, to put it another
way, he is sick, but not dead; he indeed cannot help himself, but he
can engage the help of a physician, and can either accept or reject the
help when it is offered. He has thus power to co-operate with the
grace of God in the matter of salvation. This view exalts man's
freedom at the expense of God's sovereignty. It has some apparent,
but no real, Scripture authority, and is plainly contradicted by other
parts of Scripture."-Professor L. Boettner in his Reformed Doctrine
of Predestination, p. 48.
In opposition to Arminian teaching the Westminster Confession
(Chapter ix, " Of Free Will ") says :" 1. God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty, that
it is neither forced, nor by any absolute necessity of nature determined,
to good or evil.
"2. Man in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will and
to do that which is good and well-pleasing to God; but yet mutably,
so that he might fall from it.
"3. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of
will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation; so as a natural man,
being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able, by
his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.
"4. When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state
of grace, He freeth him from his natural bondage under sin, and by His
grace alone enables him freely to will and to do that which is spiritually
good; yet so as that, by reason of his remaining corruption, he doth
not perfectly nor only will that which is good, but doth also will that
which is evil.
"5. The will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to do
good alone in the state of glory only."
THE VIEW OF THE THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES.
Less exhaustively the Tenth Article of the Church of England treats
"Of Free Will." It says, "The condition of man after the fall of
Adam is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural .
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strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God: wherefore
we have no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God,
without the grace of God by Christ preventing us (i.e., going before us),
that we may have a good will, and working with us, when we have that
good will." (Italics ours.)
Thus man's inability to convert himself, to exercise faith in Christ,
and to call upon God for mercy, is clearly taught. The initial step in
salvation must, therefore, come from God, and thus no man can take
credit for his own salvation. "Salvation is of the Lord." "Of His
Own will begat He us" (James i. 18). Believers are they who are
" Born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God" (John i. 13).
They were dead but God quickened them (Eph. ii. 1, 4, 5). "No
man," says Christ, "can come to Me, except the Father which hath
sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44).
Thus the case of the sinner is hopeless unless God in His infinite
mercy quickens, draws, and saves him. Hence he is constrained to
give God all the glory for his salvation. "Of Him, and through Him,
and to Him, are all things: to Whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom.
xi. 36).
Hence, we need to pray with Dr. Horatius Bonar,
H

H

Spirit of everlasting grace,
Infinite source of life, come down !
These tombs unlock, these dead upraise,
Thy glorious power and love make known.
Breathe o'er this valley of the dead,
Send forth Thy quickening might abroad,
Till, rising from their tombs, they spread,
In full array-the host of God."

The resurrection of the spiritually dead is not brought about partly
by God and partly by the sinner. It is not a co-operative resurrection.
It is the act surely of God alone. He is the" God, Who quickeneth
the dead" (Rom. iv. 17).
BISHOP RYLE'S VIEW.

In his Expository Thoughts on John's Gospel (John vi. 44) the late
Bishop J. C. Ryle says, " Our Lord lays down the great principle' that
no man whatsoever can come to Christ by faith, and really believe in
Him, unless God the Father draws him so to come, and inclines his
will to believe.' The nature of man since the fall is so currupt and
depraved, that even when Christ is made known and preached to him,
he will not come to Him and believe in Him, without the special grace
of God inclining his will and giving him a disposition to come. Moral
suasion and advice alone will not bring him. He must be ' drawn.'
This is no doubt a very humbling truth, and one which in every age has
called forth the hatred and opposition of man. The favourite notion
of man is that he can do what he likes-repent or not repent, believe or
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not believe, come to Christ or not come, entirely at his own discretion.
In fact, man likes to think that his salvation is in his own power. Such
notions are flatly contradictory to the text before us. The words of
our Lord here are clear and unmistakable, and cannot be explained
away.
"a. This doctrine of human impotence, whether man likes it or
not, is the uniform teaching of the Bible. The natural man is dead,
and must be born again, and brought to life (Eph. ii. 1). He has
neither knowledge, nor faith, nor inclination toward Christ, until
grace comes into his heart. Man never of himself begins with God.
God must first begin with man. And this beginning is just the' drawing , of the text.
"b. It is the doctrine of the Church of England, as shown in the
Tenth Article, and of every Protestant confession of faith which dates
from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
"c. Last, but not least, it is the doctrine of experience. The longer
ministers of the Gospel live, the more do they find that there is something to be done in every heart which neither preaching, teaching,
arguing, exhorting, nor means of grace can do. When all has been
done, God must' draw,' or there is no fruit. The more the holiest
Christians are examined, the more general is their testimony found that
without grace they never would have been converted, and that God
, drew' them, or else they never would have come to Christ. And
it is a curious fact, moreover, that many who profess to deny man's
impotence in theory often confess it in their prayers and praises,
almost in spite of themselves. Many people are very low Arminians
in print or in the pulpit, but excellent Calvinists on their knees.
" When our Lord says, ' No man can come unto Me,' we must carefully remember that it is a moral inability and not physical inability
that he speaks of. We are not to suppose that any man can have a
sincere and hearty wish to come to Christ, and yet be prevented by
some mysterious impotence. The impotence lies in man's will. . . .
" We must not suppose that the' drawing' means a violent drawing
as the drawing of a prisoner to a jail, of an ox to the slaughterhouse,
a drawing in short against man's will. It is a drawing which the
Father effects through the man's own will, by creating a new principle
within him. By the unseen agency of the Holy Ghost He works on
the man's heart, without the man himself knowing it at the time,
inclines him to think, induces him to feel, shows him his sinfulness,
and so leads him at length to Christ. Everyone that comes to Christ
is so drawn. . . . God's first act is to give man a will to come to
Christ. As the Tenth Article of the Church of England says, we need
, the grace of Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and
working with us, when we have that good will."
" I believe the drawing is a thing that belongs to none but God's
elect, and is a part of the procedure by which their salvation is effected.
They are chosen in Christ from all eternity, and then drawn to Christ
in time."-Pp. 388-390.
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lLtentellls anb §totters of JSoots.
NAZI-ISM IS ANTICHRISTIAN. By Pastor John Wilmot. Pp. 12.
Price, 12 for Is.; 50 for 4s.; 100 for 7s., all post free. (Pastor
John Wilmot, Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5.)
This excellent exposure of the antichristian character of Nazi-ism
consists of a number of extracts, culled from various sources, showing
that Nazi-ism is antagonistic to God, to Christ, to the Holy Spirit, to
the Bible, and to all its Christian teaching. It is opposed to liberty of
worship and to the Reformed Faith. Putting aside the sacraments
of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, it has devised sacraments of its
own. It tramples upon the morality of the Bible, exterminates the
Jews, burns their synagogues, regards it as "criminal lunacy" to
train a negro to become a lawyer, and a sin to train such men to enter
intellectual professions. It deprives men who are under its rule of
all freedom. In a word Nazi-ism is antichristian, and, as Professor
Karl Barth says, "The Church cannot remain 'a dumb dog' in
view of Nazi-ism. On many other problems she may remain neutral,
but not on this." We warmly commend this pamphlet for widespread
circulation.
We have received the bound volume of THE SOWER for the year 1939.
Pp. 228. Price 3s., by post 3s. 4d.
The index shows that it contains sermons by such men as J. C. Philpot,
J. E. Hazleton, C. Hemington, G. Rose. These sermons will sufficiently
indicate the theology of the whole volume.
We have also received THE LITTLE GLEANER AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S
TREASURY. This is a monthly magazine for the young. It is a nicely
bound volume of 228 pages and contains many illustrations. The
price is 2s. 6d., by post 2s. 10d.
Both volumes may be had from C. J. Farncombe & Sons, 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.

A LITTLE girl evacuee said to the minister, "It's better to believe
in the Bible than in the devil, isn't it 1 "
" Oh, yes," said the minister.
Evacuee: " You believe in the Bible don't you 1 "
" Oh, yes," replied the minister.
" So do we now," said the evacuee.
This little girl and her companion had no Bible when they were
brought from London, and neither they nor the people in their neighbourhood were in the habit of going to a place of worship on the Lord's
day.

