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APPRECIATION OF THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON

TrrE Trustees of The Gospel Maga{ne feel that it is fitting to
place on record in this, the first issue to be prepared after the
entry into rest of the late beloved Editor, their grateful appreciation
of his faithful ministry through the medium of the Magaline during
34 years. In doing so they desire to magnify that grace. sovereignly
bestowed upon him. which so abundantly influenced his life and
labours. and made the Maga$na a channel of blessing to readers
scattered throughout many parts of the world. To know him
u(as to love him, and never was it possible to have other than
complete confidence in the ability and discrimination which, in
dependence upon his Lord, he brought to the work.

The Trustees would express their sympathy with the family in
their deep loss.

" The memory of the just is blessed " (Proverbs x. 7).

The Trustees would value the prayers of readers of The Gos,pel
Magali.ne that they may be guided by the Holy Spirit in the
appointment of a successor to the late Rev. Thomas Houghton in
the Editorship.

It is proposed to make the April issue of The Gospel Maga{ne
a Memorial number, and details of the funeral service, which took
place at Whitington, Norfolk, on February 2nd. will (D.V.) be
given then, and also of the Memorial Service on February 5th in
Bristol.

I{OMEWARDS
Tnr r,are Rnv. Tnoues Houcnrox.

" To be with Christ "-1[is hope has brightly shone,
And no man has deprived him of his crown.
The voyage has ended now, and through the rift
Within the cloud his gladdened eyes have seen
The fields of Heaven. His spirit now has known
That he is safe at home for evermore.

Rodden Rectory, Frotne, Somerset. T. Prrrewey.
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@be farnilp portion :
oR, woRDs or SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, ANI' COMTORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comforl
them which are in any troubie, by the comfort wherewith we oursei.el lrG

comforted of God."-2 ConrxrnreNs i. 4.

CHRIST'S COMING AGAIN
" I tuill come again."-JonN xiv. 3.

Oun Lord with His Apostles were gathered together, apparently
in the Upper Room at Jerusalem. The feast of the passover was
about to be kept. The night of His betrayal was very ncar at hand.
The Lord knew that, " His hour was come that He should depart
out of this world unto the Father." (John xiii. 1). He said to His
Apostles, " Ye are clean, but not all. For He knew who should
betray Him; therefore said He, ye are not all clean " (John xiii.,
10. 11). Later, He Himself was troubled in spirit, and testified. and
said, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray
Me." The disciples doubted of whom He spake, but Peter beckoned
to the disciple whom Jesus loved, who was leaning on the bosom
of Jesus, that he should ask Jesus who it should be of whom He
spake. The result was that Jesus revealed that He spake of. Judas
Iscariot. To him Jesus gave the sop when He had dipped it. " He
then having received the sop went immediately out : and it r,r'as
night." (v. 30). Then the Lord said to the rest of the Apo.1k'c.
" Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Yc shall scek
Me : and as I said unto thc Jews, Whither I go. ve cannot come:
so now I say' to you." Peter then said, " Lord. whithcr qoest Thou ?
Jesus answered him, Whithcr I go, thou canst not follorv \Ic now,
but thou shalt follow Me afterwards." (John xiii. 33-36).

The Apostles must have been much troubled in their hearts whcn
the Lord Jesus announced that Judas would bctrav FIim. Their
trouble in heart must have been greatly incrcased br. His mysterious
announcement that they would seek Him and w.hithcr He went thev
could not come. Hence in thc fourtcenth chapter Hc said ', Let
not your hcart be troubled . . In my Father's housc are many
manBions. . . . I go to prepare a place for you. . . . And if I so
and prepare a place for you, I will corne again, and receive r-ou
unto Myself, that where I am. there ye may be also." Even then
they did not fully grasp what He meant, and hencc Thomas said.
" Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we lrnow
thc way?" The Lord. however, knew that " His hour was cornc

L
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that He should depart out of this world unto the Father." He
knew He would shortly be betrayed by Judas, taken prisoner, des
pised, rejectcd and crucified and, having died on the cross, He
would be buried. He would bow His head, cry with a loud voice,
" It is finished," and then give up His human spirit. His disciples
could not then follow Him into the unseen world and go into the
presence of His Fathcr. Though He had several times predicted
His death and His resurrection, "They understood none of these
things, and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the
things which were spoken." (Luke xviii. 31-34). They were ex
pecting He would restore the kingdom to Israel. The thought of
His death, resurrection, and ascension was far from their minds.
(Luke xxiv. 21; Acts i. 6, 7). He spake more plainly, however, in
John xvi. 28. He then said, "I came forth from the Father, and
am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the
Father."

When our Lord said, If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
comc again. He no doubt had in mind His final departure at His
ascension. On the day of His resurrection He said to Mary, " Go
td my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and
your Father; and to My God, and your God." (John xx. 17).
When He ascended, He went to prepare a place for His people
and later on He would come again and receive them unto Himself
that where He was there they would be also.

Let us then now briefly meditate on this great and precious
promise to come again. We are aware that great differences of
opinion are held on this subject of the Lord's coming. We propose
therefore to concentrate on the simple truth itself, of His coming.
That truth is prominent in our Lord's teaching and in the teaching
given in the inspired writings of His Apostles, and we ought not to
neglect it because so many different views are held concerning it.

L FIRST, THEN, NOTICE THAT THE LORD'S PROMISE TO COME

AGAIN IS INTENDED TO BE A GREAT MEANS OF COMFORT TO HIS

PEOPLE.

His people were troubled in heart and He drew their attention to
the great truth that though He was going away to prepare a place
for them in His Father's house, yet He would come again. His
a~surance was no doubt meant to be a comfort to them. When
Paul drew attention in I Thessalonians iv., to the Lord's coming he
ended his words by saying, "Wherefore comfort one another with
these words." He who said, "I will come again" to His people

IS He Who so loved them that He gave Himself for them, and
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they love Him because He first loved them, and because He stfl]

Ioves them. What a comfort then it is to recall His promise, " I

will come again, and receive you unto myself." Let us not allow

differences of interpretation to prevent our taking comfort from

His great and gracious promise.

2. SrcoNor-v. Hrs pnolnsr ro coME AcAIN Is Nor MEANT To BE

REMEMBERED ONLY AT ONE TIME IN THE YBAR.

The grace of God that bringeth salvation teaches us to be always

" looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of thc

great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." Moreover. while we are

iooking for that blessed hope, we are taught to deny ungodliness

and worldly lusts and to live soberly, righteously and godly in

this present world. (See Titus ii., 1l-14).
To the Corinthian Saints, Paul said, " Ye come behind in no

gift; waiting lor the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ-" (I Cor'

i-Zt. The Thessalonian converts " turned to God from idols to

selve the living and true God; and to zaait lor His Son from
heaven." (I Thess. i. 9-10).

3. Turnor,v, THE PRoMIsE THAT rng Lono WILL coME AGAIN

REMINDS us oF ANoTHER ExPRESsIoN rN REFBRENoT ro Hrs

. 
COMING.

The Reformers speak of " the ld,st day, when He shall come

again." They pray " that at Thy second coming we may be found

an acceptable people in Thy sight." The words " second coming"

arc based on the words of the Epistle to the Hebrews. We quotc

the closing words of chaptcr ix. " Now once in the end of the utorld

hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And

as it is appointed unto men once to die. but after this the judgment :

so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto thenr

that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto

salvation." To speak of our Lord's second coming is thereforc

perfectly Scriptural, and in full harmony with His precious promist--
:'I *ill come again." No mcntion is made of a third coming.

4. Founturv, oun Lono rEAcHEs us rrrAT wxaN HB collEs

acarN Hs WILL REcElvr Hrs pn'oprE uNTo Hrvsrr-r'.

His promise to come again was made to His Apostles-Hiq

genuine people. Judas was not Present. The Apostles were Christ'i

genuinc people. They evidently represented the whole companv

nt Hir people, the Church which He loved, the Church for which

He gavl Himself, " the Church of God, which He hath purchase'l

with His Own blood " (Acts xx. 28)- These are they whom He will

receive unto Himself when He comes again. During His bodily
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abscnce He has arranged that they should have " another Com-
lorter . even the Spirit of truth " (John xiv. 16, 17). When,
however, He comes again, those of His people who have died will
}"rc raised from the dead, and all His people who are alive at His
coming will be changed, and the whole company shall be caught
up together to meet the Lord in the air, " and so shall they ever be
with ,the Lord " (1 Thess. iv. 16-17). Notice the further words of
the Apostle. " We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed " (1 Cor. xv, 51, 52). After the Lord's
resurrection we read, " He led His people out as far as to Bethany,
and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it came to
pass, while He blessed them, He zaas parted from thern, and carried
up into heaven " (Luke xxiv. 50, 5l). During His absence in bodily
form He is canying out His declared purpose to prepare a place for
them in His Father's house. But He comforts His people by
saying, " I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where
I am, there ye may be also." Meanwhile, while He is absent, we,
lihe the Thessalonian saints, are to wait for God's Son from heaven
Who has delivered us from the wrath to come. " For God hath
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep. we
should l iue together with Him (1 Thess. v. 9-10). What a grand
and splendid prospect is before us, if we are truly numberecl amonqst
His people. What a confirmation of the truth of His promise to
come again is given to us at the time of His ascension. While the
Apostles looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold.
two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, ,,ye men
ol Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
Which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
mannef as ye haue seen Him go into heauen." (Ac* i.9-11).

" Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the archangel's trump shall sound,

And see Thy smiling face:
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions

With shouts of sovereign grace."
(Countess of Huntington's

THE, LerE, Eprton
(Thomas Houghton).
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lfilaystbe f?otes
OUR LORD AND THE BOOK OF GENESIS

" Haue ye not read, that He which made them at the beginning
made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a' man leaue f ather and mother, and shall cleaue to his wife:
and the y tzaain shall be one flesh? "-MATTrrEw xix. 4, 5.

Wr are living in very solemn days with regard to the attitude of
rrrany learned men to the Bible. Many regard much of the Oid
Testament as myths and fables, and even teach that the patriarchs
were not real persons. It occurred to us that an article on ,, Our
Lord and the Book of Genesis " misht, by the blessing of God, bc
helpful to our rcaders. There is evidently no doubt that our Lord
made references during His earthlv ministry to many chapters of
Genesis. besides referring generally to the whole book, by His
rcferences to Abraham. Isaac and Jacob. Let us meditate on these
{acts. seeking to draw spiritual profit out of His references to this,
ihe first book of the Bible. " All Scripture is given by inspiration
ci God. and is profitablc " (2 Tim. iii. 16). There is spiritual profit
in reading and meditating upon the Book of Genesis.

l. Frnst, LET us NorrcE THAI- ouR Lonn ueor, REFERENQE To
THE vERy FrRsr cHAprr:n or Gllr,srs. *

In that chapter we read that God on the sixth day said, ,, Lct thdF
earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle. and
creeping thing, and bcast of the earth after his kind, and it nas
so " (verse 24). Thcn in verse 25 we read. ,, God saw that it was
good." Then we read. " And God said.. Let us make man in our
ima.ge, after our likencss : and let them have clominion over the
fish of the sea. and over thc fowl of the air, and over the cattl._.,
and over all the earth. and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth. So God created man in His Own imaee. in the
image of God created He him: male and female created He them "
(Gen. i. 2+-27).

The creation of man is introduced by the words .. Ir! us,- zug_
gesting to our minds the pluralitl' of the persons in the Godheal.
Then the words follow, " Let us make man in our image. after otrr
likeness," suggesting that man was wholly different from the animals
that were created. Thirdly, man was to have dominion over the
fish, the fowl, the cattle, and every creeping thine on the earth.
Man was to be different from all the fish, thi fowl and the beasts
of the earth. Ife was to be made in the image of God. and he was

70
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to have lordship over the fish, fowl, cattle, and every creeping
thing. Then we read, "So God created man in His Own image,
in the image of God created He him; male and female created He
them." It is evident that He created only one man and one woman.

Thus man was a special creation, special because created in the
image of God, special in his being divinely given dominion over
fish, fowl and every living thing that moveth upon the earth (verse
28). Who w'lUld ever imagine from the divine narrative of man's
creation that he was descended from an ape or a monkey? The
doctrine of Darwin has no place in Scripture. It has no place in
the teaching of Christ, and it should have no place in those who
follow the teaching of Christ or the teaching of the Apostles.

The psalmist knew the divine account of creation, and he wrote,
"What is man, that Thou art mindful of him? and the son of
man, that Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made him a little
lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and
honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of
Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet" (Psalm viii.
4-6). When the Pharisees asked our Lord a question about divorce
He said, "Have ye not read, that He which made them at the
beginning made them male and female?" Quoting the first chapter
of Genesis and the twenty-seventh verse, where we read" male and
female created He them," we do not read that He first created man
a;: a monkey or an ape. The creation of all animals had already
taken place, but man was a special creation totally distinct tram
every moving thing that moved upon the earth.

2. SECONDLY, NOTICE THAT OUR LORD PROCEEDED TO QUOTE THE

SECOND CHAPTER OF GENESIS.

The second chapter shows that at first God only created the man.
On the same day, however, " He caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam. Then He took one of Adam's ribs, and closed up the flesh
thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man,
made He a woman, and brought her unto the man" (Gen. ii. 21, 22).
Adam then said, " This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of
man." Our Lord goes on to say in quoting from this chapter that
" He which made them at the beginning said, For this cause shall a
man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and
they twain shall be one flesh." "Wherefore," He added, " they are
no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore Godhath joined
together, let not man put asunder" (Matt. xix. 4-6). The record,
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therefore, in Genesis of the creation of a woman by means of one
of Adam's ribs is fully endorsed by our Lord. Moreover the onenes
of a man and his wife is also endorsed by Him. ,,They shall be one
flesh " (Gen. i i . 24). " They twain shall be one flesh', iMutt. xix. 5)_
Hence " they are no more twain. but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, Iet not man put asunder." If this truth
w'ere more fully recognised the man would realise that his wife was
part of himself-his own flesh. He would love his wife even as
Christ loved the Church, He would love his wife as he loves his
own body. By loving his wife he would be lovins himself. It
could then be truly said, " No man ever yet hated his own flesh;
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church : for
we are members of His (Christ's) body, of His flesh, and of His
bones." Just as a man and his wife are one flesh, so Christ and His
Church 21g ons-inseparably one. There can be no divorce
between Christ and His Church, so there should be no divorce
between a man and his wife. The only exception to this rule mav
be caused by fornication (see Ephes. v.25-31,33; Matt. xix. 3-9i.
No suggestion of Darwinism can be found in the Bible record of
man's creation-the creation of a male and a female. O let us
keep to the inspired Word of God.

3. Tnrnor,v, NorrcB THAT ouR Lono pvrpaNTr,.tr euo-rrD Trfr
THrRD cHAprBn or. Gnnnsts.

In the eighth chapter of John and the forty-fourth verse our
Lorl makes reference to that old serpent, called the devil. and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world (Rev. xii. 9). What does
the Lord say of him? He says, " There is no truth in him. \\'hen
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own : for he is a liar. and the
father of it." We suggest that our Lord was referrins to Genesis
1ii.2-4. The woman said God had said they uould dre if they took
of the forbidden fruit. The devil, however, being a liar, said .. l'a
shall not surely die." Christ had no doubt of this record of the
devil's work.

4. Founrnr-v, wE sEE rlrer Crn'tsr euorED TrrE REcoRD tN THE
srxrtt cHAprEn or GBxE,srs-r.HE NARRATTvE or Noex ,rsp
THE FLOOD.

Our Lord says, " As the days of Noah were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before
the flood they were eating and drinking marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, .rrd lrr.*
not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the
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coming of the Son of man be " (Matt. xxiv. 37-39; Luke xvii. 26,27).
The people in Noah's time were wholly given up to earthly things.
Eating and drinking. marrying and giving in mairiage. In'Gen. ii.
2, we read of marriages. In verse 14 we read of the ark. In
verse 17 we read of the flood and the destruction of everything in
the earth. In Gen. vii i . 21, we read,,all f lesh died that mo*u"d
upon the earth." Our Lord says, ,,The flood came and took them
all away'" The flood came on account of universal sin and because
the wickedness of man was qreat in the earth. our Lord endorses
the full truth of the narrative of the flood, and He teaches that the
days when the Son of man is about to come shall be similar davs
to the days of Noah. Are not these days now upon us ? Oo we
not see them in the nations and in the churches ? what reason for
God's true people to walk in loly separation from the false doctrines,
the superstitions, the worldliness, the crime and the sabbath dese-
cration that abound. o let us beware of thinking lightly of sin in
these evil da1's.

5. Frrrn'-v, wE sEE TrtAT THE Lono nscocNrsEs rrrE TRLrrrr oF
THE NARRATIvT or Lor AND THE DEsrRUcrroN or.Sooou.

This is recorded in Gen. xix. Lot dwelt in Sodom. Through
rnfinite grace he was brought out of Sodom and entered into Zoir.
On the _ruT9 duy, " The^Lord rainecl upon Sodom ."d 6;;Gomo*ah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and
FIe overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants
of the cities, and that which gr"* .,po, the ground. But his wife
looked back from behind him, and 

-she 
became a pillar ,rf ,uli ,i

(Gen. 
.xix. 23-26). Our Lord fully endorses th; narrative in

Gen. xix., a1d H9 says, ,, Remember l,ot's wife,' (Luke 
""ii. 

iS_SZi.
Note, too, that He says, ,,Even thus shall it be in the day when tile
Son of man is revealed " (verse 30). The days of Lot'were dafs
of awful evil in the cities of the prain. They will be similar in the
day when the Son of man is revealed. Let us who are Hi. p"ofi"
take heed to the Lord's teaching.

6. Srxtrrr,v, wE sEE THAT ouR Lonn r,nnv'S us IN No DouBT AS
TO THE HISTORICAL TR,UTII OF THE HISTORY OF THEpATR.rARcHs rN THE Boox or GnNBsrs.

. Thefristory of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, is given
in the Book of Genesis. our Lord frequently refers io them ii the
New Testament. ,In Matt. viii. l l, He says, ,. Nlany shall come
from the east and west,and shall sit down-with eLrono*, oii
Is.aac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the,child."., of th"
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness." In Luke 

"iii. 
l-g,
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our Lord says, " There shall be weeping and gnashing of ieeth,
when ye shall see Abraharn, and Isaac, and /acob, and all the
prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out."
In our Lord's parable of the rich man and Lazarus He mentions
Abraham five times as a real person (Luke xvi. 22-30). In John viii.
56, our Lord says, " Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day;
and he saw it, and was glad. In Matt. xxii. 32, in this case
quoting from Exodus iii. 6, our Lord says God said, " I am the God
of Abrahanr, and'the God of Isaac, and the God of facob. God
is not the God of the dead, but of the living." Evidently our Lord

Jesus Christ fully believed that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were
real historical persons, and that the record of these patriarchs. given
in Genesis, is a true record. Higher critics teach that the patriarchg
were not historical persons. Which are we to believe, these learned
men or the eternal Son of God Himself ? Is there not reason to
believe that learned higher critics were generally.unconverted men,
not influenced by the Spirit of God ? At any rate we need to take
note of the inspired words of the Apostle Paul. He says, " The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : for they
are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned " (1 Cor, ii. l4).

The Lord deliver us from doubting the full truth of the inspired
Word of the living God. May we be like the man of whom it is
written, " His delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law
doth he meditate day and night " (Psalm i. 2).

" Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever new
And blessed Word;

Daily it comes to me, fresh as the dew,
This blessed Word.

Oh, be it mine, yet more and more. I pray,
To meditate therein both nisht and dar'."

TrrE LerE Eprron
(Thomas Houghton).

COMMUNION

Oh, if on earth it is so sweet
To gather round one mercy-seat-
What must it be to dwell above
With Jesus in His Home of love?

E.M.E.

f

74, Church Road,
Redfield, Bristol 5.
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l0flgrtm 1gaper6.
WELLSPRINGS

" Ie are of more ualue than many sparroars.,,_Lurc xii. 6.
Sgyt y."31r ago, when_ I was passing through one of those manytrials which must and do befall Chrisiians in"their pathwav i-i["i.heavenly H9T", in returning from my .ui".iir."l'];;fi;,#ly
turned out of the busy thorou{hfare into a q"i.t bffi;. S;;;;iyat.my f-eet fell a little rpa.ro*l and I rooked ,p uid ,u*rro*lt"rruaevidentlv alishted uoon a rive wire overhead. 

'I 
pi"r..i'ii^"i ii*",quite warm,"but so ltiil. I could;;;i;;; rt rn the road to be rundown by loot or wheel, nor could I put ir on a wall to be mauledby cats. So I tenderly carried it hoine in my huna_unJ;ill;y

readers smile when f say there is.a little ,puoo*,, gr.* i" *1rt";tsarden? I love the deir little birds, and'ev"" toduy h'Jl;;;fto feed them.on.my bedroom. w.indow_sill, f;i th"* #; i"Jri;morning on the look-out for their crumbs and so free f.J*;h" i;;.of nats below, and my heart goes out in gladness that i 
"* o.iril"-"ato feed one of His little Creatures, .ii *iii"t, l" ill;t;;;;;?;,number to the natural eye, not one fails t" n" gr;"";-*i,l."i?""Heavenly Father's knowiedge. fne Hoty S"" Ef CoJ k;;;;;,and observed them, and sp6ke-to us the'l"rro., before 
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desiring to meditate. "Be not afraid of them that kill the body
and after that have no more that they can do." (The writer is
thinking at the moment of what tender comfort these words must
have been to our brave martyrs under the Marvian persecution.)
There was something far more precious to Him, their Redeemer,
Who was about to give His Own perfect life for them. Fear them
not; ye are of more value than many sparrows. They may be sold,
even to the number of five of them for two farthings, a farthing
being the smallest of coins and being about the tenth part of 3

penny in the Roman calculation. Yet not one of those little
creatures the Divine hand had made can fall to the ground without
His knowledge. "Are ye not of more value than many sparrows? "
Your persons are redeemed by the precious blood in Divine purpose
from all eternity, and redeemed in the fulness of time as sinners
saved by sovereign grace, "redeemed a thousand times o'er," as the
poet says in speaking of the Divine preservation in which each one
of His children is kept by the mighty power of God, and not one
can suffer chance nor accident so-called. This brings us back to
our text, and in the blessed rest of it-not a sparrow falls to the
ground without our Heavenly Father's knowledge, and we are of
more value, redeemed fellow-sinner, than many sparrows! There
was a sweet little poem I remember committing to memory when
a child. This is the first verse :-

"I'm only a little sparrow,
.A bird of low degree,

My life is of little value, I:
Yet the dear Lord cares for me."

R.

IT used to be a terrible stumbling-block to me to find so many
learned men, so many acute men, so many scientific men, infidels.
It is not so now; I see that God has said, "Not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble"; I see as plainly as it
is possible for me to see anything, that no natural man can receive
the things of the Spirit of God. Hence I expect to find men of this
stamp of intellect coming out boldly with their avowals of unbelief
in the written Word of God. The only answer I can give to them
is, "God has in mercy taught me better"; and never do I sing
those beautiful words in the well-known hymn but I feel my eyes
filling with tears of gratitude to the God of all compassion-

"Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wand'ring from the fold of God."

So it was with me; so it must be with anyone of them; It ever
they are to know the truth in its power, or to receive the love of
the truth that they may be saved.-THE REV, R. WALKER, of
Wymes Wold.

-
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THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON

OTHERS may write of my father as Editor of the Gospel Magazine,
as the writer of the devotional article in The English Churchman
for many years, as a foundation member of the Executive Commit
tee of the B.C.M.S., or as a stalwart Evangelical of a type almost
non-existent today, but I cannot refrain from paying a tribute to his
memory as a son who owes an incalculable debt of gratitude to his
influence.

No father ever took the duties of parenthood more seriously in
the sight of God. He sought to bring up each one of his eight
children, four boys and four girls, in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord. From before our birth to his last conscious moments
<..:t the age of 92 he accepted a responsibility to show by example
and precept his earnest desire that we should follow on to know the
Lord, and obey His commands. In our youth we were made to
bear the cross of peculiarity from the world's standpoint, sometimes
unwillingly, but maturity in years brought with it a willing and
almost ingrained habit, as the result of his teaching, of caring little
for the world's opinion if we were in the line of God's will. He
cared nothing for worldly success for his children: his one desire
was that they should serve the Lord with all humility of mind.
There was no tradition of missionary service in the family, and no
suggestion that any should think of service abroad, yet the principles
and precepts which he taught resulted almost naturally in three of
};is sons and two of his daughters serving in the mission field, and
two laying down their lives for Christ's sake in China, while one laid
down his life on the battlefield in the first World War.

He never pressed the claims of Christ personally on any of his
children, but the atmosphere of the home was such that all grew up
to be children of God, with the assurance of salvation, but in most
cases without any crisis of conscious conversion.

No COMPROMISE

More than anything else he inculcated the danger of compromise
with evil of any sort. Somewhat physically timid and diffident by
nature, he was bold as a lion in battling for the Truth as he saw it
revealed in the Word of God. He loathed anything in the form of
nepotism or pulling strings or intrigue of any sort. He never sought
preferment himself, and left it to God to vindicate his cause. Any
thing in the nature of fighting for one's rights, or demanding
recognition of onc's ability was to him of the Flesh and, therefore,
to be resisted as the World and the Devil. The injunctions of
Proverbs iii., verses 5 and 6, aptly sum up his teaching and practice:
" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths."
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He scorned to take his views second-hand, or to follow a crowd in
anything. Because he was a Conservative Evangelical of the old,
school, that did not mean that he was prepared to accept any
theory or follow any practice merely because a majority expresse?
that view. He went to the pure fount of the Word of God and was
deeply versed in the Scriptures, regarding no human learning as a
possible substitute for this first-hand fount of knowledge available
for every man. As a young man he became convinced of the truth
of the Doctrines of Grace and suffered a good deal of minor persecu
tion and ostracism, being branded as a Calvinist. He hardly
realised how greatly the tide had turned in that direction among
the younger Evangelicals, but he never talked about Calvinism;
though he had studied Calvin's works, and he never harped on
Election and Predestination, though in his preaching he sought to
proclaim the whole counsel of God and rightly to divide the Word
of Truth. He mistrusted, on that account, sensational methods of
Evangelism or the use of unscriptural phrases or methods in appeal
ing to the emotions. Regarding the work of God's grace, he desired
rather to be a humble instrument in God's hands than to attempt to
do the work which only the Holy Spirit can accomplish.

Similarly, in connection with his deep interest in prophecy he was
not content to imbibe the ready-made theories of others and then to
read them into the Scriptures, but comparing scripture with scrip
ture he came to conclusions which led him to appreciate the works
of S. P. Tregelles and B. W. Newton., without necessarily accepting ~

all that they taught. His long connection with the Sovereign Grace
Advent Testimony Movement was the result.

In worship, as an ordained minister of the Church of England,
only retiring from the living of Whitington, Norfolk, at the age of
90, he stood for the utmost simplicity, and freedom from show,
formalism and sensual worship. There was a certain austerity
involved, but he was utterly consistent in this, and his family were
never left in doubt as to his views in the matter. He greatly grieved
to see the tendency in Evangelical churches to conform to the
pattern of cross, candles and flowers on the Table, surpliced choirs.
and monotoning or intoning the service. His ideal was the simple
reading of the service in the natural voice, carefully chosen hymns
and tunes, which often excited grateful comment from visitors, and
the emphasis on the \J\'ord of God from both lectern and pulpit.
He invariably knelt to pray in the pulpit before preaching, and
though he freely quoted Scripture, giving references, and expounded
Scripture in its context, he never used a note in the pulpit, though
he wrote full notes beforehand in preparation. He was a great'
believer in simplicity of language and distinctness in enunciation,
and preferred short sentences with simple Anglo-Saxon words. In
this he followed theeample of Bishop Ryle of Liverpool, whose'
works he greatly admired. ' ,



THE LORD'S DAY

One of the greatest sorrows of his long ministry' was to see the
increasing desecration of the Lord's Day, the observance of which
he felt to be one of the bulwarks of the nation's greatness and
properity. In his younger days he had walked miles on a Sunday
to fulfil preaching engagements rather than to make use of public
transport, and to the last he did his utmost to avoid any unnecessary
Sunday labour. No letters were posted on Sunday, no secular
books read, no wireless used: his children knew the real meaning of
a quiet Sunday, free from the distractions of the week, and it was
always the happiest day of the week for all concerned.

He was always businesslike and methodical, and almost invariably
answered letters on the day of receipt. Punctuality was second
nature to him. Less than a fortnight before his death, when he was
seriously ill, he was anxious about the completion of an article for
The English Churchman, but to my surprise I found that this was
for the issue of February 9th, and the articles for earlier weeks
were already completed and ready to post on the due date. His
mind was richly stored with the Scriptures, and he was most careful
and accurate in interpreting in accordance with the meaning which
the language would bear, refusing to base any theory on isolated
texts or fanciful interpretation. Though he had read widely and
deeply the works of the Reformers, of Scottish, American and
English theologians, particularly of the last century, and had read
many Commentaries, he could be said to be a man of one Book,
which he knew to be the inspired Word of God, able to make men
wise unto salvation.

In his last illness he could be heard constantly lifting up his
heart to God in prayer, and recalling passages of Scripture, which
he turned into prayer. He was deeply concerned with world events,
and prayed much for his son, Bishop Houghton, especially in rela
tion to the coming conference in Australia concerning the future of
the work of the China Inland Mission. Almost the last coherent
words he was heard to utter were:

" Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and tpe glory,
for ever and ever. Amen."

"Let him that glorieth in the Lord," and we, his sons and
daughters who survive him, rejoice that he has been reunited with
our mother from whom he had been separated for over 16 years,
and give God the glory for a father who has surely been welcomed
into the everlasting inheritance with his Master's word: "Well
done, good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord."

I
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(From
A. T. HOUGHTON.

"The English Churchman" of February 2nd, 1951.
Inserted by the wish of the Publisher.)
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~ermon6' ann ~ott6' of ~ermon6'.

THE HIDING PLACE OF THE BLOOD

A SERMON BY THE REV. THOMAS TODHUNTER, M.A.

VICAR OF DACRE, CUMBERLAND, sometime during the last half of the
18th Century. This sermon is dated Crathorn, April 10th, 1760.
" Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood,
lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them."-

HEBREWS 11 : 28.

THE apostle in the beginning of this chapter gives us a description
or definition of the word" faith," which he says, " is the substance,"
or subsistence, "of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen." Having given a definition of faith, he selects many eminent
and illustrious examples of it out of the Old Testament. Amongst
the many extraordinary instances of this faith he reckons Moses,
the Lawgiver and Deliverer of the children of Israel: "Through
faith Moses kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he
that destroyed the firstborn should touch them."

If we consuit the history to which these words refer we shall find
the Israelites in a state of great affliction. The Egyptians oppressed
them; and made their lives bitter with hard bondage. God pities
the misery of His people, and is resolved to redress it. Accordingly
He sends Moses, in the quality of His ambassador, to Pharaoh, King
of Egypt, to demand their release. The king most insolently re
plies, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice, to let Israel
go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go." God, to
chastise his insolence and obstinacy, inflicts a variety of plagues
on him and his subjects. In contempt of all which Pharaoh hardens
his heart; persists in his disobedience; and refuses to let the people
go. At last, says the Lord, "I will bring one plague more upon
Pharaoh and upon Egypt, which shall infallibly accomplish My
purpose. Be their hearts hard as the nether millstone, this shall
make them feel. Be their resolution stubborn and inflexible a~ an iron
sinew, this shall make it bend. About midnight will I go out into
the midst of Egypt; and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall
die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even
unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill, and
all the firstborn of beasts."

Moses was apprised of this dreadful vengeance that was going
to be inflicted on Egypt, the most dreadful that ever was known
since the beginning of their nation; so dreadful that it would make
every ear tingle, and every heart bleed. The destroying angel was
to pass through all territories of Pharaoh and smite every firstborn,
both of man and beast, so that before the morning there should be
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heaps of slain in the cities, in the villages, and in the fields-not a
house exempt, not a family spared, not a herd nor a flock free
from the fatal calamity.

How then shall the Israelites be preserved? How shall they
secure themselves from the impending storm? How shall they be
safe amidst the general havoc? The Lord Himself appoints a
method of preservation, which though seemingly despicable and
insignificant, yet entirely effectual and sufficient for their defence.
Moses is directed to slay a lamb. Each family in Israel is com
manded to do the same. Having received the blood into a basin,
they are to sprinkle it, not on the threshold, but on the lintel and
sideposts of their doors. This shall be a sign to the destroying angel;
looking upon this sign, he will pass over the house; will strike no
blow, and execute no vengeance, wherever he sees the blood
sprinkled-all this being performed in pursuance of the divine
direction: with faith and tranquility they await the event.

Now the whole of this most wonderful transaction was typical
or prefigurative of spiritual things, a lively lesson delivered, accord
ing to the eastern method of conveying knowledge, by figures and
emblems. The Egyptian bondage was a fit resemblance of our
natural condition, which is a state of the most abject slavery to
sin and satan. We are by nature prone to evil, and averse to good.
How often are we led away by carnal and corrupt affections! How
often do we fall a prey to unruly appetites and imperious passions!
" We are all gone out of the way; we are altogether unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no not one." All mankind is by
nature enslaved to sin and the love of this world in some shape or
other. Some are addicted to the lust of covetousness, some to
drunkenness, others to fornication and uncleanness, others to theft,
others to dissimulation, backbiting, and tale-bearing; and others
to g'aming, idleness and diversion-so that we are all slaves to
some irregular lusts, to some wild domineering passions. And such
is the deplorable hardness of our hearts, and blindness of our
understandings, that we hug our chains, are in love with our
misery. and have no desire to change our conditions for the better.
The Israelites, when they met with some troubles and difficulties in
their journey, began to murmur and to wish they had continued
by the fleshpots in Egypt. So we shall always continue slaves to
our sinful lusts, ignorant of our true interests, until "God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ."

The Commission given to the destroying angel to slay the first
born, and to make such a dreadful massacre throughout all the

land of Egypt, shadowed forth the punishment due to mankind
upon account of their sins, disobedience, and rebellion against
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God. What storm can be so dreadful as the eternal vengeance of
God poured out upon a sinful soul? To this every sinner is justly
liable; this punishment is the proper wages of our sins. " If
God should be extreme to mark what is done amiss, who could
abide it? If He should enter into judgment with us for the actions
of anyone day, we could not answer Him onc of a thousand";
but "must lay our hands upon our mouths and plead guilty."
Should the flaming sword of His awful justice be unsheathed
against us, hell would be our inevitable portion. Though God
irJflicted the most tremendous plagues upon Egypt, yet Pharaoh
always hardened his heart against the divine judgments. In like
manner we have been obstinate and rebellious, perverse and stiff
necked, amidst all divine visitations: "I have called, and ye re
fused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded." And
if, upon account of Pharaoh's wickedness and disobedience, God
smote all the firstborn of Egypt, we have reason to fear lest for
our sins He pour our His indignation to the uttermost upon us,
and appoint us our portion in the lake that burneth with fire
and brimstone for ever. This is our deserved doom; to this punish
ment we are justly liable; and unless wc obtain a place of safety
we shall at last, to our confusion and sorrow, find this to be our
unhappy portion. .

But the text, if further considered, will afford us some comfort
in our miserable situation. The deliverance of the Israelites from
the Egyptian bondage was an expressive sign of our redemption \•.•
by the blood of Christ. How were the Israelites preserved in the
general destruction? By the blood of the Paschal Lamb. How
must sinners escape divine vengeance? By the blood of Christ.
The blood of the Paschal Lamb typified or prefigured the blood
of Christ. Who is the Lamb of God slain for the sins of the world.
By the blood of Christ is frequently signified, in Scripure, the whole
merit of His life and death, of His actions and sufferings, of His
trials and graces, which satisfied God's justice, and magnified God's ~
law; which made propitiation for iniquity, and brought in an
everlasting righteousness. Well does the apostle call it " precious .'
blood." It appeases the wrath of God revealed from heaven; and ~

makes peace between the offended Creator and the offending
creature. Sprinkled on the conscience, it takes away all guilt, and
secures from all vengeance. This therefore, this Blood, is the security
of all believers; this is to their souls what the blood of the Paschal
Lamb was to the Israelitish families.

Was the blood of a lamb sprinkled upon the lintel and sideposts
of the doors a sufficient security and preservative against the des
troying angel's· sword? Much more will the "precious blood" of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, be a safe
'guard and defence"'a shield and a bulwark, for the believer against
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the flaming sword of God's justice, and the piercing arrows of
divine vengeance.

As I have said that the blood of Christ avails only to save those
that believe, it is very proper that I should explain myself and
show what I understand by a " believer."

By a believer I do not mean one who barely believes that Jesus
lived upon earth, and suffered under Pontius Pilate. This, I sup
puse, everybody behtves. Ask the drunkard: he will tell you he
believes in Jesus Christ; ask the covetous, the man of pleasure,
nay, ask the proud, self-righteous moralist-they will all tell you
the same. But what sort of belief is it? Not the same as that

, of the apostles, not such a faith as affords them peace of conscience,
arid gives them hope towards God-indeed, it is no faith at all,
for to such it is a matter of no great moment whether the gospel
be true or not; and many thousands who flatter themselves with
thinking they are Christians and true believers are as ignorant of
the end and design of Christ's coming into the world as infidels
and heathen who never heard of the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

But by a believer I mean one who believes the gospel upon its
proper evidence, and derives comfort from it; one who believes
that the blood of Christ is as able to justify a sinner before God,
as the Israelites believed that the blood of the Paschal Lamb was
sufficient to screen them from the angel's sword. This I call faith;
this is the faith which is always connected with gospel obedience;
this is the faith which always produces good works. Though if we
compare this sort of believers with those who call themselves
Christians, their numbers will be but small in the Christian world.

The Scripture gives us several most amiable and instructive views
d Christ as our Refuge and Safety. He is called a " Hiding Place."
To a hiding place people retreat, and are secure from their enemies;
even from those cruel enemies that seek their destruction. Thus
the prophets whom Obadiah hid by fifty in a cave were secure
from Ahab's tyranny and Jezebel's persecution. So they who
believe the gospel of Christ, and take sanctuary under the blood
of sprinkling, are secure from the most formidable of all enemies,
are secure from all the wrath due to sin, and from every tran
saction which Satan can bring. To such persons shall be fulfilled
what is spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: "In those days and in
that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought
for. and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall
not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve."

Christ is styled a "covert from the tempest." "A man," says
Isaiah, that is, the Godman, Christ Jesus, " shall be a hiding place
from the wind, and a covert from the tempest." When the thun
ders roar, and thelightnings flash; when the clouds pour down·
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water and a horrid storm comes on: all that are in the open air
rctire to some commodious shelter. So the sinner. convinced of the
evil of his ways, pursued by the terrors of a broken law, and ex
posed to the righteous vengeance of God, flies to the blood of Christ
for safety. His blood and righteousncss are a covert, hither he may
fly, and be screened; hither he may fly and be safe-safe as Noah
was when he entered the ark; and God's own hand closed the door,
and God's own eye guarded its motions, for there is "no con
demnation " of any kind, or from any quarter, " to them that are in
Christ Jesus."

.Christ is compared to a stronghold, " Turn ye to the stronghold,"
says the prophet Zechariah, "ye prisoners of hopc." When soldiers
fly from a victorious army, being admitted into an impregnable
castle, they are beyond the reach of danger, they give their fears
to the wind, and repose themselves in tranquility; so they who arc
justified by the blood of Christ are in a tower of salvation. Their
guilt is laid upon their Surety; they see that the flaming sword of
justice is returned to its sheath, having received full satisfaction
from the sufferings of Christ. The curse of the violated law is taken
awav. for" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree." He had effected for us the blessing of perfect
reconciliation and everlasting friendship with God most high.

There, then, is the believer's security in the day of peril; the
blood, the righteousness, the infinitely glorious Person of Christ.
These are his hiding places, these are his coverts, these are his
strongholds, and, blessed be God, the doors stand wide open; they
are never shut night nor day. Access is free for sinners of all
ranks and nations, for "the righteousness of Christ is unto all
and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference."

The Egyptian firstborn were wounded; were mortally wounded:
were absolutely destroyed. The Israelites were not hurt; nor en
dangered; no, nor so much as touched-so sure and complete a
defence was this sprinkling of blood! Nothing else could have
yielded any protection: this afforded security. When the blood
was sprinkled upon their door posts, they had no need to be " afraid
for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor
for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction
that wasteth at noonday."

And is not the Hiding Place, the Covert, the Stronghold. provided
for us in the blood and righteousness of Christ an equal security?
Do they not yield absolute. perfect, and consummate safety?
Thousands of rams, and ten thousands of rivers of oil, could never
expiate the least of our iniquities; but the blood of Christ has
infinite worth to purge the conscience from guilt, and make our
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p'eace with God. This opens an inviolable sanctuary even for
. the grcatest of sinners; nonc evcr perished who laid their help' 

.rpori Christ. He is mighty to save, 
^to 

" sa,n" to the uttermost ail
that come .rnto God by Him." How did Israel bless and adore
God for granting them such an effectual means of preservation as
the blood of the Paschal Lamb ! Had any of the Isrielites despised
God's ordinance. and neslected to sprinkle the blood upon iheir
door posts. the angel would not have passed by their houses; but
have smotc thcir firstborn. and involved them in the seneral des-
truction. So they who dispute the efficacy of Chrisi's blood to
justify a sinner before God, and put it far from them, shall at last
t'e judged unworthy of eternal life-they shall be banished with
an everlasting destruction from the preience of God, and from
thc glory of His power.

It is the dignity of our Saviour's Person and character that eives
such infinite worth and value to His blood. It has all the p5wer
and efficacy that every divine perfection can give it : it is the'blood
of Him Who is eternal, incomprehensible. and exalted above all
praise.- Surely then nothing can bear any proportion to it: it is
all-sufficient to screen those who trust in it. not onlv from the
destroying angcl's sword, but from the sword of God's justice, and
from the pit of everlasting ruin.

When the heavens_shall pass away rvith a great noise; when the
elements shall melt with fervent heat; when th.-e whole earth and all
the works that are therein, shall be burnt up; when our cities and
all the labours of human art. shall be laid ln ashes r when all the
grandeur,_pomp, and magnificence of this world shall drop into
nothing-happy. unspcakably happ1,. will they b" or, *hoi., ihi,
precious 

,blood is. ,sprinkled ! This will screen ancl protcct their
persons. like the blood of the Passover sprinkled on the door posts
of the Israelites. or l ike the mark which ih" -un clothcd *ith l ' ine.,
set on the forehcads of God's chosen ones, or like the line of scarlet
tlrread which Rahab the harlot bound to the windo* of het-ho.,se-
being. justified by this Blood their latter end shall be p"u"", ,n"i,
inheritance is unalienable; and their " joy no man taketh from
t l t em-

Tne.Apostle-Paul. writes in I corinthians xiv. 13, that our bodies
will ],e raised again, that if this were not the case. christ Himbelf
would not have risen. who therefore will deny that n.o""*tJ.
may not justly _be-termed 

,, Resurrection fields " !' yes ! 
-th;;h;

a-re !9uqh1 with the blood of the Lamb rest in th.i. g.u;., 
""a-".the Almighty's wing, _and over their remains a divin;ly-;;"kd-h;;;

casts a radiant and transfiguring light._From in, S"nrili
Sauiour, by F, W. KnuurrecnBR. ,:
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CHRIST'S INTERCESSION

PARTICULAR advantages that the Scriptures attribute to Christ's
intercession-if we view them we shall find that there is nothing
that may be useful to a believer, either as to a particular or public
mercy, but it is to knit to Christ's intercession (1) For private
mercies: look to the beginning and growth of our. spiritual life,
and the pouring out of the Spirit: it is made the fruit of Christ's
intercession: John xiv. 16, "I will pray the Father, and He shall
send the Comforter "-and John xvi, "If I go not away, the
Comforter will not come." This is the consolation of a believer
labouring under deadness of spirit, barrenness and unfruitfulness
the pouring out of the Spirit is a remedy of that, and the pouring
out of the Spirit is a fruit of Christ's intercession. It is this that
procures the first conviction of the Spirit to the elect lying in a state
of nature: it is this that continues these convictions and procures
the Spirit's quickening them (John xvi. 8). If thou shouldest then
be asked how a person lying in the dark state of nature has any
good, it is answered-it is Christ's intercession answers that end. It
is Christ's intercession that we are kept from many temptations-or
when they asault, that they prevail not utterly over us. The devil
lies always in wait, and we are often secure, but our Lord Jesus (so
to speak) watches the rebound of the temptation and wards it off
as to the designed prejudice. "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired
to have thee ... but I have prayed for thee." There are many
temptations that He keeps off, that they beat not on us, and when
they assault us He breaks the power of them, that the believer sinks
not under them. Hence it is that we are kept standing. Otherwise,
what would have become of David and Peter had it not been for
this? There would be no living for us, in the multitude of tempta
tions, if He were not interceding for us. What could we foresee
of Satan's snares? What strength have we, weak and ignorant as
we are, to resist temptations? What could we do with corruption I
when it rises like a flood upon us and Satan forceth his assaults?
But there is an Intercessor that pleadeth our cause.-Sermon,
Isaiah fiii., JAMES DURHAM, 1682.

WHAT, then, was that first sin of man? Is not the answer perfectly
clear? Why, it was disobedience to a command of God. God said,
"Ye shall not eat of the fruit of the tree"; man ate of the fruit of
the tree: and that was sin. There we have our definition of sin at
last. "Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the
law of God." Those are the words of the Shorter Catechism, not
of the Bible; but they are true to what the Bible teaches from
Genesis to Revelation.-PRoFESSOR J. GRESHAM MACHEN.
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Dur 9oung folhg, p8ge.

* A FATHER'S HEART ''

You who read my pages every month will now have heard that the
Editor of the Magazine has gone-gone away from the sorrow and
suffering and sin of this weary world, to be with Christ for the
little while before Ffe returns in majesty and glory, bringing His
saints with Him. . As the Editor was also my fither, I tnlu[trt it
might interest you this month to hear sdmething about him, iirings
r.r'hich you could never guess from his writings.

To look at, he was of middle height and of slight build, with a
very clear skin, bright blue eyes, soft= white hair aiid whisklrs. and
a small pointed beard. During the last few years he grew a rittle
stooping. but until then he was especially upright, 

'and 
always

walked briskly. If he walked alone, he *u, upt t" tor" himself in
meditation and prayerl but he loved to ,." th" sunshine, and to
u,atch the corn growing- in the fields,- and to hear the laiks' song
as.they-fled up. to the sky, or-the yellow-hammers in the h"Jg"r]
asking-for " a little bit of bread and no cheese " ! H" al-ay, *?.e
clerical attire, black or very dark grey, with a soft black hai. o. in
summer a_panama straw. The garden of his Norfolk vicaraee was
a great delight to him; here in wirm weather he would sit foriours-
usually at a table with books spread all about hi-, pr"puriri
serToll, or writing articles, or dealing with his letters. 

'eguin 
unj

agiin his eyes wou_ld be closed, whilst"his lips moved i" p.u;;r, H;
liked having meals in the garden, too; urrd sometime's h; ;.;ld
walk to and fro about the lawn, lost in meditation.

. My father had a pleasant voice, and his words had just a faint
rntonation which reminded you that he was mostly Irish. thoueh he
had.lived nearly all his long'life in England. when he .,"", n.J*i"n
up into manhood. he had a friend who was keen on .n.r'ii. u.,E
singing; together the two lads studied the sol-fa svstem una."uairrn
nrusic at sight, with the result that to the end of his days -v}.tn"".
could sing a tune straight from the book, a very useful'accomplish-
ment for one who always chose tunes 

", 
*.il as hymns fo'r the

services. How he loved the old tunes ! His family *ili n".,r", fors;i
what pleasure he took in singing " while shepherds *ut.n"J tt?i"
flocks .by night"- to an old Lincashire tuni. or ,, Gra.", ,iis-a
charming solLnd- " to. Cranbrook. 

'Evan, 
Richmond, C;im;;d,

Rimington, Toulon-these were among hii favourites.' To ;i;;;
Irip, u tune must be well balanced anJ with good harmo;i"i ;;;
he never cared for a minor ending-he thougit a hymn tri"" ., 

"chant should be cheerful.

87
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- Jhat brings me to one of his special characteristics-his spirit
of thankfulness. He was always thanking God not only for spiritual
blessings, but for home comforts, for food and warmth and llothes.
He took these things with the simplicity of a cnild straight from
the hand of his Father. In his first uttered prayer in the early
morning, he always thanked God for sleep, and for health, and for
the cup of tea that his daughter had made for him. Nor did he
forget to thank her ! He was always grateful for anything that was
done for him; and there was scarcely a meal at which he did not
express his appreciation of what had been provided.

The same simple trust was to be seen in his prayers. If there
was something needed by one of the family, he just asked for rt
day after day, never giving up until the prayer was answered
unmistakeably. Did a problem arise during the day, something
that had to be decided at once, he would say, " Let us have a worC
of prayer about it," and closing his eyes he would ask the Lord
directly for wisdom and guidance in that particular difficulty. He
was always praying, not just at stated times (though he was particu-
lar about these), but as he sat waiting for a meal, or when he
walked out, or indeed at any time.

My father had a very warm heart, full of affection for his family
and his friends. The love between my parents was a thing of
beauty; they were entirely one, and were completely content in each
other's company. As a father, he was devoted to all his children;
to those who were away he never failed to write every week, or
even oftener, and in all that concerned them he took the sreatest
interest. Sometimes we would be a little amused at his anxietv
about our comfort, and would suggest that we were old enorrgh to
take care of ourselves ! " Ah," he would say, " but you see I have
a father's heart ! " That was a favourite expression of his, and it
meant that everything that concerned his children was of deep
irrterest to him. It is lovely to think that his children could appre.
ciate so well those woids from the hundred-and-third Psalm, ''Like

as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him." Our earthly father has been taken from us, but the love
and care he showed for us were but a picture of the love of the
Almighty for His sons and daughters, those who have been adopted
into His Family, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ. May it
be our h.ppy lot to be able to say that we have God for our Father,
the T..ord Jesus Christ for our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit for
our Comforter. Demenrs.

Tnn Rock of ages is a sure dwelling-place. The believers'portion in
God is perpetual and everlasting. No change in Him, nor the
least shadow of it.-Hrr"r"'s " It Is lfell."

I
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evacuated. heap of ruins: there was not an inha6itant l;ft;;-;e;;
over i t .  For the ear l ier  at tack Toqhr,2 ceni  '3  r . '^  ^-  . r - -^^ . r^-- - - - ] - l ,over it. For the earlier attack Joshua sent " two or three thousand.

"Wn3r shall .I salr?" Joshua asked. What could he say to his
own Israel-the charge left to him by Moses, with assurance of
the-ir possession o'f the Land. They hlrd trua u *o.ra".t.rt ui.io.v
at Jericho : now they were defeated at Ai. could he qrr"stion GoJ"s
promise-or po-wer ? And what could he say to the exultant
canaanites? 'He rent his clothes, prostrated himself before trr" u.[
of God- and with dust on his hiad poured out his complaints.
perplexities and fears. First. hc qucstioncd God's kindn".; i;;;;;
blilg{rg- them over Jordan, as if only for their a.rt*"tio" i t 

"wished they had stayed on the wilderness side of it, then lou.l-n"J
1ot be_e1 fleeing-before their enemy. Then-whai a sweet ;o;r"l
their defeat would be to the canaanites, far and near. Israel could
no longer make her boast-so huppy and well_grounded ;l; hrJ
been in theirJehovah; and there was no other iation to sound tile
praise and pajesty of -the s-upreme and divine Name, Uy tn"-ro",
of Jacob adored and feared.-- Joshua could scarcety'trri"t th;; il
wasJor lack of power that God had allowed their ovJrthro;. 

-witi;

the Red Sea, Jordan, and Jericho behind them, he could not i"rtii"
a suspicion of that kind. Did he stagger at the promise. rii"iiirl
the extent of it? Abraham was sure iiat what God had'pi"iii-a
fe w.a; able.to perform: " If Thou wilt. Thou canst," even thoush
the .thrng mlght reasonably appear impossible. I dare ,.u *uiu
a saint of God has hopcd and b-eleved (iather than beins ,"..itfrui
llt.I 

hX"." had 
,a promise from -the Lord, to Whom th*ey commit

therr all rn obedrent trust. Incidents, texts and coincidenis seem tojustify. their hope- -The- disciples thought the Lord p..*ir.a_".
foretold-that.John's life would contiiue till His .ii*iriq *.ir.
I he Lord made no such promise. Thc discipres made a 

"-iriuL".
they. misinterpreted what-He said. The pr:omis" .],h"-F;rh;;
would infallibly be performed; in the meaniime it *u, fo, th"..r-to
follow Him.

-_.Th-" Lord told Joshua to get up from the earth. He then told
tlrs dear -lejvalt why they had been defeated : it was from Israel
that the.dfhc.ulty proceeded: they had taken the accursed thine in
drrect drsobedience to His command. Joshua was told how to"put
3w3V t!9 abomination,_ and he must again sanctify th; p;;i[:
Joshua did as he was bidden, and " the L&d turned riom rri's nJ.ce
anger."

Then came the sameprecious encouragement, ,, Fear not, neither
be thou dismay'ed." Hi must make a iecond'attack, ;;i ;il.;;
would be his. He sent thirty thousand men of 

"alo.r.in 
il";;;;e

hirrfelf followed with more, and as we know, Ai was .o"'" u.

89

His generals had proposed thit as the inhabitu"t. oiei ;;;;;;,



90 The Gospel Magazine

few, a small force would be sure to outmatch them. Truly so, if the
Lord was '*'ith them. Moses, in his Song, taught them that one
man of them would chase a thousand, and tivo would put ten
tho'sand to flight, " unless their Rock had sold them and tfre Lo.J
had shut them in." Joshua had too readily listened to them. B.rt u
sypposed sufficiency of soldiers could r.rever insure a trir.rmph over
the enemy, be they as few as they might. And it was not ihat the
Lord needed three hundred thousand for the seconcl attack, but
Joshua was to be comforted and encouragcd, and restorecl; -o."o.,r".
tley ygre t9 take the spoil of Ai-they hid been forbidden the sporl
of Jericho. " 9ryi1, won in battle " thai day comprised more than the
material good things of Ai. Joshua built'an altar to the Lord God
of Israel in Mount Ebal. offered thereon burnt offerings and peace
offerings, he wrote and read the law to the assembrei multitudes-
men, women, little ones and strangers conversant amongst them_j
every word that Moses had commanded.

And before the time that Joshua was laid to rest on the north
side of Gaash, he saw the promise fulfilled-all the land was theirs :
there failed not-a_ught-of ?."y go"a thing which the Lord had spoken
to the house of Israel; all came to pais.

For-r.ownn-olt.

HEAVEN
Ezekiel xxviii. 24.

No pricking brier in heaven,
No grieving thorn to tear-

For Christ, the Rose of Sharon,
Without a thorn is there.

There we shall see His glory,

- There we shall praise His grace-
But, oh, the bliss of seeins-

The Saviour " face to fad ."

No pricking brier in heaven,
No grieving thorn is there-

There we shall fully know Him,
And in His glory share.

Shall know that He's our Saviour,
Our Husband and our Friend.

For ever and for ever
In bliss that knows no end.

E.M.E.

E
i
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

91

WITH a deep sense of gratitude to God, the Committee have
pleasure to report the restoration to full health and activity of Miss
Tallach, the loved Matron of the Society's Nursing Section at
Hornsey Rise. That she has been raised up again in this way is
reason for thankfulness and praise to God for His healing mercies,
thankfulness in which all within the Home, the Lady Visitors and
Committee sincerely join. So much endeared had she become to
residents and staff alike that news of her illness came as a strong
personal shock; and now that she has been restored all are glad
again and join together in giving a welcome of sincere good wishes
and of affection.

It was in response· to an appeal in the A.P.F.S. notes in this
Magazine that Miss Tallach became associated in the Society's
work, and the even tenor and happy nature of her service at Hornsey
Rise is sufficient evidence of. the working of the will of God in this
appointment.

In July next a new staff of three will be required for the Society's
new Nursing Section at Tunbridge Wells. The Committee com
mend this part of the Master's vineyard to the prayerful considera
tion of any reader who may have the requisite experience and
sympathy of heart for the aged in the Lord. Their day is nearly
over, the shadows of the evening are long drawn out, earthly chains
are loosing, mind and heart are turned in longing toward that city
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, whose Builder and
Maker is God. What truer or better service could there be than to
help such pilgrims in their declining days? No service more
deserves the approbative seal of our Lord Himself: "Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have
done it unto Me." No service is more urgent in its need in these
days. If any reader has any qualification, or experience without
technical qualification, the Committee would greatly value prayerful
consideration and enquiries with the view to assisting in this part
of the Society's work.

Do not faint under thy burden, poor distressed saint; whatever it be,
God, thy God, seeth thee and it. Thy Jesus is a tender-hearted
Friend; while thou are looking after Him, He will speak to thee,
He will be found of thee; and love is in His lips, salvation is in
His hand; He is the God that liveth and seeth thee.-HILL'S " It Is
Well."
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SOME ACCOUNT OF JOHN BALE, LATER BISHOP OF If

OSSORY
(Printed by the R.T.S. in 1831) ~.

JOHN BALE was born in 1495 at Cove, a small village near Dunwich,
in Suffolk. At twelve years of age he was entered in the monastery
of Carmelites at Norwich, and from thence went to Jesus College ,
in Cambridge. While a papist, he was very zealous for that way of l
religion. He says, " I wandered in utter ignorance of mind both at
Norwich and Cambridge, having no tutor or patron, till the word
of God showing forth, the churches began to return to the true
fountain of true divinity. In which bright rising of the New
Jerusalem, being not called by any monk or priest, but seriously
stirred up by the illustrious the lord Wentworth, as by that centurion
who declared Christ to be the Son of God, I presently saw and
acknowledged my own deformity; and immediately. through the
divine goodness, I was removed from a barren mountain, to the
flowery and fertile valley of the Gospel, where I found all things
built, not on the sand. but on a solid rock."

Bale openly showed his renunciation of the errors of popery by
marrying. He soon became an object of hatred to the Romish
clergy, but was protected by Lord Cromwell. The confession of
William Broman, accused of heresy in 1536, states that" one Bale,
a white (or Carmelite) friar, sometime prior of Doncaster, taught
him about three years ago, that Christ would dwell in no church
that was made of lime and stones by men's hands, but only in
heaven above, and in men's hearts in earth." Strype also relates
that Bale was a zealous decrier of the papal supremacy and worship
between 1530 and 1540; adding, "Sometimes we find him in the
north, where Lee, the Archbishop, imprisoned him, and sometimes
in the south, where Stokesly, bishop of London, met with him. At
Cromwell's death he thought it not safe for him to abide any
longer in England, especially as persecution grew so hot upon the
Six Articles; so he, with his wife and family, went beyond sea,
and tarried in Germany eight years."

During Bale's abode on the Continent he wrote several of his
works, particularly his elucidation of the martyrdom of Anne Askew.
He says, "I have expelled myself for ever from mine own native
country, kindred, friends and acquaintance, which are the great
delights of this life, and am well contented, for Jesus Christ's sake,
and for the comfort of my brethren there, to suffer poverty, penury,
abjection, reproof, and all that comes besides."

After Edward VI had succeeded to the throne, Bale was recalled
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to England, and presented to the living of Bishop's Stoke, in
Hampshirc. In 1552 he was nominated to the bishopric of Ossory,
in Ireland. Thc circumstances attending this appointment are
related by himself as follows:

" IJpon the 15th day of August, A.D. 1552, being the first day
of my deliverance, as God would, from a dangerous ague, which
had holden me long aforc I in rejoicing that his majesty was come
in prorress to Southampton, rvhich was five miles from my parson-
age of Bishop's Stoke, within the samc county. I took my horse
about tcn of the clock, for very weakness scarce able to sit on him,
and so came thither. Betwixt two and three of the clock the same
dan I drew towarcls the place where his majesty was, and stood in
the open street right against the gallery. Anon my friend, John
Philpot, a centlcman. and one of the King's privy-chamber, called
unto him two more of his companions, lvho. in moving their heads
towards me, showed rne most friendly collntcnances. By one of
these the King having information that I was there in the street,
he marvelled thereof. for it had been told him a little afore that
I was both dead and buried. With that his grace came to the
window, and earnestly beheld me, a poor weak creature, as though
he had had upon me, so simple a subject, an earnest regard, or
rather a very fatherly care. In the very same instan! as I have
been since that timc credibly informccl. his grace called unto him
the lords of his most honourable council, so many as were then
pr()sent. willing them to appoint me to the bishopric of Ossory, in
Ireland. I pass ovcr my earnest refusal thercof, a month after that,
on thc King's majesty's return to Wincheste r; where, as I allegcd
(as I then thought) my larvful impcdimcnts. or poverty, age and
sickness within the Bishop's house there; but they were not accepted.
Then rcsorted I to thc court at London. lvithin six weeks after,
accordins to the tenour of thc aforesaid lctter; and within six davs
hacl all things pcrforrned pcrtaining to my clection and full co-n-
firmation, freely without any lnanncr of charges or expenses,
whercof I much marvclled.

On thc 19th day of December I took my journey from Bishop's
Stokc with my books and strrff towards Bristol. where I tarrieC
twentl'-six days for passage. and divers times preachcd in that
worshipful city, at the instant desire of the citizens. Upon thc
twenty-first day of January we entered into the ship; I, my wife,
and one servant : and being but two nights and two days upon the
sea, so merciful was the Lord unto us. rvc arrived most prosperously
at Waterlord, in the coldest time of the year.'



g+ The Gospcl Maga{ne

THE PILGRIMS IN THE DARK DUNGEON
ON Saturday, about midnisht, they began to pray, ancl continued in
prayer till almost break of day.

Now, a little before it was day, good Christian, as one half
amazed, brake out in this passionate speech; What a fool, quoth he.
am I, thus to be in a stinking dungeon. when I may as weli walk at
liberty ! I have a key in my bosom. callccl Promise, that will. I am
persuaded. open any lock in Doubting Castle. Then said Hopeful.
That's good newsl good brothcr, pluck it out of thy bosom, ani t.y.
. Then Christian pulled it out of his bosom, and bcgan to tr), at

the dungeon-door, whose bolt, as he turned the key, gave back, and
the door flew open with ease, and Christian and Hopeful both came
out. Then he went to the outward door that leads into the castle-
yard, and with his key opened that door also. After he went to the
iron gate, for that must be opened too; but that lock went des-
perately hard, yet the key did open it. Then they thrust open the
gate to make their escape with speed: but that gatc. as it opencd,
made such a crackins. that it waked Giant Despair, who, irastill,
rising to pursue his prisoners, felt his limbs to fail; for his hts tool
him again, so that he could bv no means go after them. Then they
went on, and came to the King'9 highway, and so they were safe,
because they were out of his jurisdiction.-The pilgrim's progress',
by JoxN BuNleN.

FAITH, THE GIFT OF GOD
Trrn Bible represents even faith itself-little merit as it could in any
s45s inyolys-as the work of the Spirit of God. The Spirit. accorcl-
ing to a true summary of the Niw Testament. works faith in us
and thereby unites us to Christ in our effectual calling; sovereisn
and resistless is God's grace ; and our faith is merclrl the mea"ns
which thc Spirit uses to apply to us thc bencfits of chrisi 's redeemins
work. The means was of God's choosins. not ours I and it is noi
for us to say, " What doest Thou? " Yet even we. weak ancl
ignorant t lrough we are. can see. I think, why this particular means
was chosen instead of love, for example, as the channel by which
salvation could enter into our lives. Love is active; faith is passive;
hence faith, not love, was chosen. If the Bible had said ilrut *"
are sa^ved by.love, then even though onr lo'c was altogether the
gift of the Spirit, we might have thought that it was our'own. and
so we might have claimcd salvation ai our riqht. But as it is. not
only were we saved by grace, but because of thc peculiar -"um
which God used to save us. we knew that we were sived by erace:
it was of the very nature of faith to make us know that we'were
not saving or:.."1o'"5.""._prom What is Faith?, by J. Gnnsnev
Mecrrr,N. D.D.
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EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE IN REFERENCE TO THE
LATE EDITOR

"He was so truly a Valiant-for-the-Truth. faithful to the uttermost, and
fearless in his witness, never faltering or compromising."

" We can thank God for every remembrance of him."
"How he delighted in the Word of God and the people of God, and

stood steadfast, by grace, to the foundation truths of the Gospel."
"His loss will be a heavy blow to the subscribers and readers, for he

had established himself in their hearts and affections."
"To know him was to appreciate how much he was used of God to

bless the Church of Christ on earth. To know him personally was to love
him."

EDITORIAL
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NEWQUAY. CORNWALL: .. Grenville." Christian Guest House. Central.
Sea views. Every comfort. Moderate terms. especially from NOW till
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Wise ('Phone 2848).

WANTED for The Evangelical Library. 78. Chiltern Street. W.l: Good
Scriptural Children's Boaks.

A NNUAL LECTURE of The Evangelical Library. The Annual General
Meetings and Lecture will (D.V.) take place on Thursday, March 8th,

1951. Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones will preside. The ANNUAL MEETINGS
will be held at The Evangelical Library, 78, Chiltern Street, W.l,at 3.30 p.m.
The Lecture will be given by J. I. Packer, Eso.. RA.. on .. The Practical
Writings of the Puritans" (Chairman, Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones) at 82,
Chiltern Street, W.l (near Baker Street Station), at 6.30 p.m.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
1 gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previouslY helped us. for a special effort on bebalf Of our poor
friends. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help ;n former years. and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort th,cir heflrts and confirm tbem in the
faithfulness of their Covenant Go.l,-The COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C.
LEWIN, The Manse, High Street. Evington, Leicester.

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON.-'l'he following Gospel Tracts for distribu
tion: Matthew xxiv.-xxv. Price 2s. 6d. Millennium and Israel's Future.

Price 2s. Modern Doctrine~ Respp-ctinlt Sinlessness Considered. Price 6d.
Dr. S. p. Tregelles, LL.D,. Dr. C. Y. Biss. Mr. David Baron. and others kept
In stock. Free L~nding Library of the same-Mrs. S. R. Cottey, .. Downslde,"
Oftlngton Lane, Worthing.


