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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which arc in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

A MOTl IER IN ISRAEL

.. Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Mc be
with Me where I am> that they may behold My glory which
Thou hast giVC1l Me: for Thou lovedst M e before the founda
tioll of the worLd."-John 17 : 24.

THE death of Miss Ruth Cowell (" R" of The Gospel Magazine)
on Wednesday, February 10th. 19.')4, after a long and outstanding
lire or ninety-five years, will raise many and varied feelings in the
minds and !warts of our readers.

For no less thiln sixty-seven years she had been a regular COTI-

tributor to the pages of the Magazine, and she had continued her
monthly article" Wellsprings" right until our last issue. It was
remarkable that God continued to her to the very last the grace and
g-ift of being able to write so clearly and so movingly for the
edification and comfort of the Lord's people.

It is fitting, we feel. to describe her as a " M other in Israel"
(Judges 5 : 7). She had indeed many God-given gifts, and mani
rested a motherly affection for the children of God, writing for their
spiritual guidance, comfort and edification. Many and varied were
the testimonies received of the way in which God used her messages.
She is, indeed, a great loss to us all.

But she herself would not have wished us to write in this strain
except in so far, as it might glorify God. Whenever it was said to
her, with reference to her great age and her continued mental and
physical capacities, "You are a wonderful woman," she would
always reply: "It is that I have a wonderful God."
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Our loss, however, is her gain. Once, in 1951, when asked for
the choice of a hymn for Sunday worship-(she had a very remark
able memory for hymns, which she said proved helpful to her,
especially in sleepless nights)-she suggested and quoted the fol
lowing hymn:

My God, the spring of all my joys,
The life of my delights,

The glory of my brighter days,
And comfort of my nights.

In darkest shades, if He appear,
My dawning is begun;

He is my soul's sweet morning star,
And He my rising sun.

The opening he"avens around me shine
With beams of sacred bliss,

While Jesus shows His heart is mine,
And whispers, 1 am His.

My soul would leave this heavy clay
At that transporting word,

Run up with joy the shining way,
To see and praise the Lord"

Fearless of hell and ghastly death
I'd break through every foe;

The wings of love and arms of faith
Should bear me conqu'ror through.

(Dr. Isaac Watts, 1707).
She loved the hymn" The sands of time are sinking" (a hymn

very dear to the heart of the Rev. James Ormiston, a former Rector
of St. Mary-le-Port Church and Editor of The Gospel Magazine),
and had learned by heart all its many verses. She would listen very
closely when, after reading of Scripture, I quoted from it.

She would herself quote:

The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear bridegroom's face;

I will not gaze at glory,
But on my King of Grace;

Not at the crown He giveth,
But on His pierced Hand

The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanue1's land.

This is in closest agreement with the great prayer of the Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded in John 17: 24 :

"Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me be
with Me where I am that they may behold My glory."
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In the earlier part of the prayer the Lord Jesus had prayed for
the preservation, the final preservation, of His flock: "Holy Father,
keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me "
(verse 11), and, again, " I pray not that Thou shouldest take them
ou t of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil"
(verse 15). Having exhausted H is petitions for them on earth, He
then in His final petition looked forward to their presence in His
eternal home! He prayed (1) that they should be with Him where
He was and (2) that they should behold His glory.

Let us look more closely at this final prayer, and may the Holy
Spirit guide us into the desire of the loving heart of the Saviour.

I.

Firstly, the form and style of the petition is worthy of our special
notice. It was more than a simple request-it was majestic in its
form and style. "Father, I will ...." It was God's own Son
speaking to His Father with authority. As Toplady has expressed it
in speaking of the Lord's work as Advocate of His people:

With cries and tears llc offered up
I-lis humble suit below;

But with authority He asks,
Enthroned in glory now.

For all that come to God by Him
Salvation He demands;

Points to their names upon His breast,
And spreads His wounded hands.

His sweet atoning sacrifice
Gives sanction to His claim:

" Father, J will that all My saints
Be with Mc where I am.

"By their salvation recompense
The sorrows I endured;

Just to the merits of Thy Son,
And faithful to Thy Word."

In the early part of the prayer He had said: "I pray"-I ask.
In the fi nal peti tion He said: "I will"; speaking in the full
exercise of a right in union with His Father.

II.

Secondly, the desire of the Lord, so majestically stated, was that
His given-ones should be with Him. He had previously spoken of
this in John 14: 3: "That where I am, there ye may be also."

. The Shepherd desired to have His sheep with Him.

This, too, expresses the longing of the hearts of His people.
To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord! The
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Lord Jesus, in His sovereign grace, said to the penitent thief:
"To-day thou shalt be with Me in paradise" !

So Charlotte Elliott prayed:

Let me be with Thee, where Thou art,
My Saviour, my eternal Rest I

Then only will this longing heart
Be fully and for ever blest.

Let me be with Thee, where Thou art,
Thy unveiled glory to behold;

Then only will this wandering heart
Cease to be faithless, treacherous, cold I

Let me be with Thee, where Thou art,
\Nhere spotless saints Thy name adore:

Then only will this sinful heart
Be evil and defiled no more.

Let me be with Thee, where Thou art,
Where none can die, where none remove;

Where life nor death my soul can part
From Thy blest presence and Thy love!

Ill.

Thirdly, the Lord's prayer included the words: "That they
behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me." He desired that
they should behold Him in His glory as the Head of His people,
exalted at the right hand of His Father, given a Name which is
above every name. They were more than simply to " see" Him as
such-they were to "behold" Him, to participate in Him, to
enjoy Him.

Of this wonderful prospect of the Lord's people Miss Ruth
Cowell herself once wrote as follows:

"That countless throng, those redeemed followers of the
Lamb, will cease not day nor night from praising the Lamb
Who bought them with His own prcious blood, and brought
them Home to His. Father."

And she added:
" Oh, seek more and more by grace, fellow-believer, to dwell

on these glorious realities, and glorify Him, by the spirit of
praise, for what He has done, and will do, in bringing His
redeemed flock Home to His Father, that they should be with

Him where He is, to behold and share His glory, and he
eternally shut in, in everlasting light and glory, to praise Him
throughout the eternal ages." (Gospel Magazine, August,
1949).

Sf~e being dead, yet speaks. W.D.S.
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1lDbituatr
THE LATE MISS RUTH COWELL

THE death occurred on February 10th, 1954, of Miss Ruth Cowell,
at the ripe age of 95. For some months she had been in a Bristol
Nursing Home.

She had been a writer (" R") for The Gospel Magazine for over
67 years. She wrote" Wellsprings," and she used to say: "The
well is deep, and there is living water." It was with sacred joy
that in her closing days she rejoiced to be enabled to send" one more
article for The Gospel Magazine."

She was the daughter of Mr. George Cowell, a former writer of
" Wayside Notes" and for a short time Editor of the Magazine.
In 1895 Miss Cowell wrote a biography of her father entitled
a Memorials of a Gracious Life."

For many years she contributed a text" A Thought for the Day"
which appeared daily in the Wester Dairy Press and Bristol Mirror.

In 1914 she began a sale of work in her own house in Bristol for
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, of which she was a supporter
and Visitor.

There was a Memorial Service, very largely attended, on Sunday
evening at St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol. The interment was
at Canford Cemetery, Bristol, on Tuesday, February 16th.

We express our deep sympathy in Christ with all those who
mourn her loss. EDITOR.

From THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TRUSTEES of The Gospel Magazine.

The Trustees of The Gospel Magazine take this opportunity of
expressing their sincere appreciation of the services which, by God's
grace, the late Miss Ruth Cowell rendered to the Magazine.

For sixty-seven years she was a regular contributor to its pages,
and her articles, which appeared under the initial" R," will be
greatly missed by a wide circle of readers.

The great fundamental truths of the Word of God were made
very dear to Miss Cowell. She was always faithful to those truths,
and her wri tings showed her to be no stranger to the work of
grace in her own heart.

The last paragraph of her last article, which appeared in the
February issue of the Magazine, contained these words from the
23rd Psalm: "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art wi th me; Thy
rod amI Thy staff, they comfort me." How' blessed to know that
God's aged' servant passed to her eternal rest conscious of His
presence with her.

To the closer circle of relatives and friends the Trustees extend
their sincere sympathy. E. G. EADE.
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MISS RUTH COWELL AND THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE

" TILL HE COME" are the closing words of the last precious letter
received from " R " a few days ago. She did not know they were
to be words of comfort to her friend in her grievous loss-goodbye
words from Scripture from the very threshold of the Glory that was
so near at hand.

She felt it was near, for in the same letter she wrote:

"The shadows of the evening are lengthening out, and I
shall soon lay the burden of the flesh down. Oh, think of it !
What a glorious exchange, 'when sin shall cease, and death
shall die, and Christ His glory shall reveal and beam upon
my ravished eye.' "

And then, with a few added words referring to the bronchial trouble,
"but all is well, and I have every kind attention from the Staff."
And then: " Till He come." Another letter was promised; but these
sacred words were to be the last loving comforting words of goodbye.
They will be needed by her bereaved friends, children of God,
scattered all over the world.

The Gospel Magazine was a most treasured link with many a
hungry and thirsty and tried member of the blood-bought family
at home and in various countries. Her correspondence was accord
ingly a very extensive and valuable one. Her letters were to many
a means of grace, not merely letters. The Magazine brought her
into contact with many all down the years whom she could not
otherwise have known here on earth, and brought her much happi
ness. Many glad surprises and joys she had in welcoming dear
readers to her home, unknown in person but who looked her up in
passing through Bristol because of the spiritual blessings they had
received through her writings in the Magazine, and were anxious
to meet the so spiritually gifted writer.

From her youthful days she has contributed regularly to the
Magazine, when her father, Mr. George Cowell was for forty years
the writer of "Wayside Notes," under Dr. Doudney's editorship.
She was a true and efficient helper of her father in his brief, but
valued editorship of about eleven months.

AT BRISTOL.

Not long after his death, Miss R. Cowell and two sisters came
in 1895 to live in Bristol, and "R" joined the Bible-loving con
gregation worshipping at St. Mary-Ie-Port under the ministry of
the Rev. lames Ormiston (who followed Mr. Cowell as Editor).
She rejoiced in the faithful ministry of the Word to be found in that
church and in its simplicity of worship. She regularly attended the
Prayer-meeting, and took a valued part in the public conversational
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Bible Class. Of the week-evening and Lord's Day sermons she
would take copious notes.

She was a helper and succourer of many, and her company was
always much sought after by believers for holy, profitable fellowship
in "the deep things" of God. "Come and welcome" was her
ready response to an expressed desire to see her (the glad Gospel
invitation, she called it). There were little happy gatherings in her
home at Clifton Conference times, two very dear ones from
California being amongst the visitors.

One loving service she used to render to the Magazine readers
was to contribute" A Basketful of Fragments," choice extracts from
the addresses given by the various speakers at the Conference.

GOSPEL MAGAZINE TRUST.

In a recent number of the Magazine it may be remembered
" R " referred to the very critical and anxious time that followed on
the death of Mr. W. H. Collingridge, the proprietor, when the
Magazine would become available for anyone who wished to buy it.
The danger was at once seen, and it was felt by Mr. Ormiston
that, in dependence entirely on the Lord for His approval and
provision, it must be secured for its continuance in the old paths,
the whole counsel of God. The help and keen interest of "R"
were invaluable and untiring. Much earnest Spirit-wrought prayer
was both uni tedly and individually and constantly offered, with
thanksgiving. Finally, the sum required was received and the
Magazine purchased. The Trust-deed, with much waiting on God
for the Holy Spirit's wisdom and guidance, was drawn up, and
Trustees appointed. Now each one of the original number is
"with Christ." The Trust deed stands, and the Magazine holds
fast, by God's enabling power and grace, to the Scriptural, God
honouring Doctrines of His free and Sovereign grace.

Glorying in these great truths, " R " endured to the end. "Are
/lot A1ine eyes ujJon the Truth? " was a text on which she leant,
and often quoted. It has been her stand-by and comforting assur
ance lately in the anxiously critical time that has been experienced,
and in which she had a prayerful and devoted share, concerning the
flltmc of St. Mary-le-Port Church.

LOVE OF THE BIBLE.

Her Scriptural, deeply experimental articles and writings in the
Magazine speak for her and are her best memorial-her spiritual
self and life. "Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of
my pilgrimage," she could truthfully say. The Book, the Word
of God, was never far away from her, visible at all times, and always
present to her heart and mind. In all her sorrows and trials she
turned to the written sacred Word, and was satisfied.
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"He knoweth the way that I take," she wrote not long ago,
" and the restrictions of advanced old age, and this quiet little room
designed for me in Covenant Love, as I near the end of my earthly
way and' journeying toward the sun rising' "-(a favourite thought
of hers, often expressed in answer to a query of how she was, and
spoken with a bright smile). "What a prospect! No more going
out. No more sorrow, no more tears. No more separation, but
with Christ eternally shut in. I am looking up."

What a friend is this to lose, an irreparable loss! This unworthy
tribute is written from a heart oppressed with the sorrow of it, and
can but poorly express all she was, by the grace of God. Gentle,
quiet, loving, and reverencing in the Lord, and remembering them
constantly at the Throne of grace, the true and faithful Ministers
of the Gospel, especially her own Pastor and those in her circle of
friends, taking always a helpful, prayerful interest in the lives and
concerns of her friends even when she became physically inactive,
full of loving, practical sympathy.

She loved children, and Godly young people who sought her out.
She longed for the spiritual welfare amI growth of one and another,
and used every opportunity to make known in His beauty and
all-sufficiency the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour, the only
Saviour, of sinners. In these last years she was granted the supreme
joy of seeing the Holy Spirit's work of grace begllll in hearts under
her teaching and ministry.

She lamented her own felt sinfulness to the end, looking alone
to the Lord Jesus, the Beloved of her soul, to His precious blood
and spotless righteousness as her beautiful garments of salvation,
"complete in Him."

The Church Militant here on earth has sustained an inestimable
loss in the well-beloved "R." Hers has been a wonderful, God
gifted. God-glorifying life and ministry; for she never knew un
regenerate days; the whole of her life was His. Part of her record
we know; but her full record is on High. In some small measure
we can now rejoice in her exceeding joy. She often quoted, " What
must it be to be there? "

She loved hymns, and learnt them by heart, and at her home
constantly sang and played them herself. Her sanctified memory
was notable.

She loved the old writers, and would pass on some choice extract.
Hawker's portions she enjoyed daily.

Her activities in the work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
are well known, and have been greatly valued and very fruitful.
Also her life-long love for the Trinitarian Bible Society, a collecting
box for which she held from childhood.
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Others will write of our beloved friend, "R" (to Magazine
readers) with abler pens than mine, but none with a more loving and
personally grateful one than mine. What a glorious moment, liter
ally, for her "Absent from the body-Present with the Lord."
" Satisfied" !

" He and I in that bright glory
One deep joy shall share;
Mine to be for ever with Him;
His, that I am there."

L.O.

FROM "DAMARIS."

NINETY-FIVE years is a long spell, and there must be many families
still where Miss Ruth Cowell's name has been a household word
through more than one generation. I cannot remember the time
when her name was not familiar to me. As far as my memory
goes back, The Gospel Magazine always had an honoured place in
my home, and there was never a number without" R's" regular
contribution.

Many years ago, Miss Cowell once called at the house in Bath
where we lived, to see my parents. It was in the morning, and she
had not given notice of her coming, so that a few minutes elapsed
before either of my parents appeared. Meanwhile, it somehow fell
to my lot to entertain Miss Cowell. I was perhaps ten years old,
fully aware of the eminence of the caller, and extremely shy. But
the little lady with the quiet voice was not at all alarming, and I
remember being struck with the intimate yet reverent way in which
she spoke of God, even in saying a few kind words to a shy little girl.

Since living in -Bristol, I have of course frequently met Miss
Cowell, and she was always very kind to me. When I was first
asked to contribute to The Gospel Magazine, her cordial letter of
encouragement was a great help. Many times since then, I have
had kind little notes from her, and more than once she provided me
with material for" The Young Folks' Page." How strange it will
be to see the Magazine without Miss Cowell's Wellsprings! And
now " the living fountains of waters" are hers for ever.

DAMARIS.

[Further tributes will, D.V., appear in our next issue.]

THE LATE MISS GRACE ALEXANDER.

We regret to report that Miss Grace Alexander, of Worthing,
a former contributor to The Gospel Magaz;ine, passed away at
Truro on Sunday, February 14th. We express our sincere Christian
sympathy with her sisters and all those who mourn her loss.
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WELLSPRINGS

" WHAT TIME I AM AFRAID"

BY THE LATE MISS RUTH COWELL

"What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee."-Psalm 56: 3.
THE heading to this Psalm-" When the Philistines took him in
Gath "-tells us the circumstances under which it was written:
David, the man after God's own heart, was taken by the Philistines
in Gath. For him it was war all the time, and he could truly say
of his enemies, " he fighting daily oppresseth me" (verse 1). But
this dear man of God, who had so often proved his God, could
say in the language of our text: "What time I am, afraid, I will
trust in Thee." Like another of the Lord's dear tried servants he
could say: "I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day" (2 Tim. 1: 12). His firm confidence was in it

Covenant-making and a Covenant-keeping God. Hence this
blessed truth welled out of his heart, in spite of all his surroundings
and foes, " What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee."

In passing, as I write these words, memory recalls a sweet episode
when we went annually to Southsea, where dear Dr. Doudney was
awaiting us. He had secured rooms for us, and there was only
another" let" in the house. As we were about to go out the first
morning, we were standing in the hall, and heard a voice on tile
upper floor saying,

"You are sure you will be all right, Mother, while I go
out and do the shopping? "

Then came the reply from a gentle and evidently elderly lady:

" What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. Yea, 1 will
trust, and not be "[raid."

What a blessed testimony it was, and it rejoiced our hearts.

And now to our subject. Dear David must often have had his
many fears. Though a king, he was an exile, a fugitive, and as
"a partridge alone in the mountains," a hidden one in the cave
o[ Adullam; and, with 3,000 men against him, he knew his God,
and could rest in Him-and, therefore, " What time I am afraid,
I will trust in Thee." His appeal was to 6.e " Most High" (verse
2) and to the God of Heaven, Whose judgment never miscarried.
So that in humble confidence he could say, " What time I am afraid,
I wiU trust in Thee."
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FEARS

How these words have echoed down the ages! Full of fears
are often the dear people of God, in spite of past proofs of the
unchangeable faithfulness of their God. But fears are bound up
with us; they are part of our suffering, fallen, tempted nature.
They are the very expression of our heart, and, though we realise
as many as and as marked deliverances as Israel of old, yet the
next cloud that shades our pathway brings us fears. God's people
are a fearing folk. "Fears were in the way." And they even fear
whilst in the sunshine lest they forget Him and make even graee
a snare.

They fear, as did the disciples of old, as they enter a cloud.
They fear lest they should wander, backslide, or fall. They fear
lest they will not hold out to the end.

They fear the oppressor's fury, and how often they have to
prove, after all their fears, "And where is the fury of the
oppressor?" They fear this and that Saul at whose hand they
will "surely perish," as poor David thought. They fear that the
great enemy of souls will at last make his work on them.

They fear that they will grow weary and rebellious with the
Lord's chastening. They fear lest they shall bring some reproach
on His dear Name and Honour. They fear lest they shall be put to
silence and confusion.

They fear that they will weary the Best and Most Patient of
Friends, Who reminds them; "Hast thou not known? hast thou
not heard, that the everlasting ,God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not; neither is weary? There is no
searching of His understanding" (Isaiah 40: 28).

They fear the seventh trouble, although they have been de
livered in six and the faithful promise remains the same, "He
hatcth putting away."

GOD'S GRACIOUS PROVISION

Yes, these fears are all the unwelcome company of the elect
family of God; but He has made His gracious provision against
them. He does not justify His people's fears, but in their infirm
ities He recognises and deals with them in His mercy.

« Fear thou not," He says in His tender, compassionate
mercy, "for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy
God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I
will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness"
(Isaiah 41 : 10).

What a number of gracious" Fear not's" He has spoken in His
Holy Word for His poor fearing people! So it is' an encouraging



76 The Gospel Magazine

evidence for His weak and fearing ones that it is because they
are His that they fear.

They fear from within. They know that they have no right nor
cause to, for He is both able and willing to keep unto the end.
They fear as they ask their own souls:

Do I love the Lord, or no?
Am I His, or am I not?

But grace all-sufficient comes to their aid, and it is these weak ones,
whom Satan tries to the uttermost, who are able to defy his fiery
darts and say, "Look upon my shield." "Speak to mine Advo
cate," says another to the accuser of the brethren, as the soul
encourages herself that at this time she will "trust in Thee."
A hymn taught to the children in the Lord's Day School at St.
Mary-le-Port in the long ago occurs to memory:

The weak ones, the little ones, whom Satan loves to try
Are just the kind of Christians who Satan's arts defy. .

It is just these dear tempted, fearing ones who are constrained
by grace to look away from self and betake themselves to their
Stronghold and Hiding Place and make "the fear of the Lord"
their "strong confidence" and say, "What time I am afraid, I
will trust in Thee." He is their Harbour, their Hiding Place, their
place of repair (Joel 3: 16), which the reader will note is the
marginal rendering of that precious verse (" the Lord will be the
hope of His people, and the strength of the children of Israel ").
Oh! what a blessed and strong place of repair is He for His weak
and storm-tossed people! How do they flee unto Him to hide
them from the storm, just as the little bird flies for shelter when
it sees the storm approaching.

Once again: « What time I am afraido I will trust in Thee."
Let us encourage ourselves as we recall past mercies and deliver
ances, and thus may the promise of Isaiah 26 : 3 be fulfilled in our
grateful experience:

" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
Whose mind is stayed on Thee:
Because he trusteth in Thee.
Trust ye in the Lord for ever:
For in the Lord jEHOVAH is everlasting strength."

(Margin, Rock of Ages).

In that Royal Pavilion He hides His saints. "Nothing shall by
any means harm you" is His promise, and as " all these things"
are seemingly against you, your God is making them all work
together for your good and His own glory.

Dear Romaine once said:
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"If worldly men knew what infinite service they did \.is
by their opposition, they would alter their behaviour, for they
are our real friends thereby; whilst they do not intend to do
us any kindness, they make us sit loose to earth and freer from
the world than we should otherwise be, and when we are
sometimes willing to take a little rest and our love and zeal
begin to abate something of their ardour, then they stir us up
and make us mend our pace Homewards. Thus does the
Holy Spirit make all things to work together for our good,
and even outward opposition, sanctified by His grace, helps LIS

forward and enables LIS to run the faster after Christ."

Thus cl id dear David say, " What time 1 am afraid, I will trust
in Thee." He encouraged himself in His God. He enq uired of
the Lord. He grew "greater and greater," and, when in some
" great strait," desired to fall into the Hands of his unfailing God,
and exhorted his own soul to wait only upon his God (Psalm 62).

And you and I, beloved reader, in Christ have the same" firm
foundation" from whence we can smile at all our foes and sing
with dear Keith :

" The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
He will not, He will not desert to His foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
Jehovah will never, no never forsake! "

(George Keith, 1787).

Dear children of God, seek grace to enable you to say in all
your fearing times: "What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee"
-yea, " I will trust and not be afraid." R.

RECEIVED, with many thanks: Mr. F. Coxon; Miss J. Alexander;
Mr. A. T. Tasker; Rev. T. Pittaway; Pastor B. S. Brunning;
Dr. L. Houghton; Miss L. armiston ; Mr. E. G. Eade; Mr. H. F.
Stevens; Mrs. G. M. Boley; Rev. H. C. Alexander.

HELD OVER to next issue :-

Protestant Beacon: Thomas Manton (1620-1677).

Foreign Aid Committee: Report of 1953.

Follower-On.



78 The Gospel Magazine

~etmOn6 ann .@otcs of $)ermon5.

REST IN CHRIST

A SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.,

PREACHED IN DUBLIN ON JULY 23, 1848.

" Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest."-Matthew 11 : 28.

I NEVER read this passage of God's Word, and another which
is very similar-the 1st verse of the 55th of Isaiah-without feeling
how much man has done to damage as far as in him lies, the
truth of God. Men who hold Arminian viqws, and who are
anxious to exalt the faculties, the powers, and perhaps, the still
remaining quantity of goodness, as they think, in man, have taken
these passages, and they have written, and they have preached,
and they have argued thus,-You see God speaks to mall as if he
had power of himself to turn to the Lord; Christ says, "Come
unto Mc." And they have brought it forward as a very salutary
advice to us preachers; they have told us that instead of setting
before men the sovereignty of Him who does as He pleases" in the
army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth," we
ought rather to come as suitors to men, and to say to everyone,
"Come unto Christ"; but there, very often, they stop.

God's Word abounds with proclamations and declarations of
truth and of doctrine, and also with most gracious and condescend
ing invitations. God's Word, when it treats of doctrine, tells us
that every spiritual faculty which man may be enabled to exercise
is of God. Thus the Apostle tells us in the 2nd of Ephesians:
"You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins."
In the 3rd of John our Lord says: "Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of God." The
1st chapter of the Gospel of St. John tells us that God's people
ar<\" born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God." Now, when we have the doctrine set
before us, as it is in Scripture; when we are told that every spiritual
faculty comes from God, let men take heed, how in order to be
popular, if they be ministers, or in order to pass smoothly through
the world, if they be not ministers, they try to bring down God's
truth to the level of man's doctrine, which he would propound as
God's.

·1
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I.-A PARTICULAR CLASS IS ADDRESSED.

We shall now tell you what the passage means. It does not mean
to teach this doctrine, that the Lord stands waiting until man
condescends to receive or to reject His offer, as if there were un
certainty in the purposes of God, or contingency in the working
out of His designs. Now read these passages as a plain man
ought to read the Scriptures: "Come unto Me all ye that labour,
and are heavy laden," that is one passage; "Ho everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters," is the other passage. You
observe there is a point in the address-there is a class-there is
a frame of mind to which the word in each case addresses itself.

But men begin to tell us, Ay, but every man is labouring-every
man is heavy laden. One man is labouring in his pleasures, another
man is heavy laden with his guilt, and, then, as to that word which
addresses itself to everyone that thirsteth, every man is thirsting
after pleasure and amusement.

Now, brethren, will sueh an interpretation as that stand? Is it,
think you, a fair way of viewing these passages? Let us, as plain
men, read these words. Here are addresses to two classes; one of
them is labouring, and is pressed down; the invitation to such is,
"Come unto Me." You do not tell me that this means pressed
down with the pleasures, and amusements, and gaieties of this
world. The other address is to men who are thirsting; the word
to such is, "Come to the waters."

It appears to me, that one of the greatest beauties of Scripture
is the peculiar application that there is always of an address to
the circumstances of the people addressed.

For instance, in the 2nd of Acts, I am told of a multitude of
Jews, whose hands were stained with the blood of Jesus. I find
the servants of God addressing these men, and charging home
upon them guilt, in having been the betrayers and murders of the
Lord Jesus Christ; and I find them pricked in their consciences,
and crying out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Now,
mark the adaptation of the address to the circumstances of the
people addressed-" Repent." 0 let your minds be changed;
"Repent, and be baptized everyone of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ."

Now, mark the 'adaptation of all these addresses to the circum
stances,. or the frame of mind of the people who were addressed;
and so here, the very context, in which this word stands, teaches us
that it is addressed to men who wanted rest, and who had it not,
for such is the promise which the Lord Jesus Christ gives, « I will
give you rest." There would be no meaning in the word, and
there would be no gracioUBness in it, unless it were directly applic
able to a particular case.
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Now, it is remarkable that in this passage, and in the 1st verse
of the 55th of Isaiah, both of which passages are, I speak it with
reverence, the Arminian texts of the Bible, I mean the texts which
the Arminians bring forward in proof of their doctrines; in both
of these passages you find the strongest declarations of God's
sovereignty standing in connection with these gracious invitations.
You remember the 25th verse of this 11th of Matthew:

" At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, 0
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes; even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
Thy sight."

And immediately after our Lord says:

" All things are delivered unto Me of My Father, and no
man knoweth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any
man the Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal Him."

In the other passage, the 55th of Isaiah, I find these declarations
of God's sovereignty:

" My word that goeth forth out of My mouth, shall not
return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whercto I sent it."

There is no such thing as the Lord being disappointed in His efforts
to bring the sinner to Himself-" It shall not return unto Me void."

H.-BURDENED SOULS ARE DE,<;CRlBED.

But we have done with this part of our subject, and we wish to
speak of the particular class of people to whom the word seems
to be addressed: "All ye that labour and are heavy laden."

What a deeply interesting study to the enlightened mind is the
history of the heathen world. The craving of the heart after the
very thing which the Gospel reveals to us, is so legibly written
upon all their superstitious services. There is a natural desire
in the human heart for rest; I do not say that the conscience of
every man is pressed down under the weight of unforgiven sin,
but I repeat it,. there is a natural craving in the heart for rest.
Now, when I want to see human nature in its wild state, I look rlt
the heathen world; but you may take the plant, and you may put
it in a better soil; you may have your varieties, if you will; but
the nature, the character, the habit of the plant remains the same.
And so I look at the Jewish history, and as I turn over the pages
of God's Word I see the Jewish mind pressed down under the
stingings of conscience, and I find these people seekinp; for rest in
pharisaic observances, and in all that yoke of bondage which neither
they nor their fathers were able to bear.
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Well, we come nearer home, and this is the point to which we
want to bring you. Who are the people to whom this word seems
to be addressed? Those who labour and those who are heavy laden.
As for instance, take one class, men burdened in their conscience,
men who feel the weight of unpardoned guilt resting upon them;
men who are striving to fmd peace; and in our own day there ;s
much teaching abroad the tendency of which is to send men to
pharisaic observances, to all that yoke of bondage, of which we
have been speaking, in order that they may there find rest for their
souls.

o what a department is here opened out to us of the wants and
necessities of the human breast. I do not say that these words are
addressed to men who are labouring for pleasure. I think there is
no greater mistake than to tell worldly men, You are very unhappy.
A man living in the midst of the pleasures of the world would
at once tell me that his experience contradicts what I say; he would
tell me, I love the world, I have enjoyment in the world. The
man is p;oing- after his idols, and we would remind him that there
is a condition which is described in God's 'Word, and which is the
most awful condition in which a man can be-" Ephraim is joined
to idols, let him alone." Let him, as it were, intoxicate himself
with the cup that Satan gives him, " Let him alone."

But there may be those here who know something of a burdened
conscience; there may be those amongst us who know what it is to
have every chamber of memory hau ntcd, as it were; there may be
those whom the recollection of the past tortures, whom the feel ing
of present weakness depresses; who have been brought to feci their
own misery and thei,' own sinfulness, and who want rest for tlleir
souls. Some there may be whose case is aptly described by the
account of two individuals of whom wc read in the Scriptures of the
New Testament; the one, that poor woman mentioned in the 13th
of Luke, who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was
bowed together, and could in nowise lift up herself. The other,
that woman who is mentioned in the 9th of Matthew, who had
spent all that she had in seeking to the physicians for the cure of
her bodily disease, but instead of getting better she rather grew
worse. We think that these are most apt descriptions of the con
sciences 'of many who have sought rest here and there, and who
cannot finel it.

m.-wE ARE BROUGHT TO A PERSON.

Now, the invitation is addressed to such, and there is something
very beautiful in the words, "Come unto Me." Just as on another
occasion, mentioned in the 7th of John, "On the last day, that
great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink." And it is this that gives
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such comfort to the enlightened, believing soul, that we are not
brought to an abstraction, but to a person; that we are not brought
to a redemption, but to a Redeemer; that we are not brought to a
salvation, but to a Saviour; that we are brought to Jesus Christ
Himself. The words of our text remind us that all the fulness uf
the Godhead bodily dwells in the Lord Jesus Christ, in order that
He may supply all the wants of His burdened people.

When He says" Come unto Me," He seems to direct us to the
glory of His person as the Son of God; this is a truth which is not
realised by us as it ought to be. When we go to pray in the name
of Jesus, we do not sufficiently remember that He, the Son of God,
has all things committed unto Him by the Father; that He can do.
as He pleases, that the earth is His, and the fulness thereof. So
that there is not a heart that He cannot bend, there is not a circum
stance that He cannot bring into the train of good to His people.

Then, again, the glory of His person as the Son of M an is also
brought before us; and therefore does the Apostle teach us in that
interesting passage in the 2nd of Hebrews, that " It behoved Him
to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia
tion for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself hath suffered,
being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted."

And, again, when we read these words, "Come unto Me," we
view Him not only in the glory of His person, as the Son of God
and as the Son of Man, but we view Him in all the offices of the
mediatorial engagement, which He has undertaken to carry out for
the people given unto Him by the Father.

"Come unto Me," says Christ. Come unto Me as the Saviour.
We all profess to believe that He is the Saviour; but remember, it
is one thing to say we believe; it is another thing to trust the
salvation of our souls to the Lord Jesus Christ.

"Come unto Me," says Christ. Come unto Me as the great
Head of the Church. Read at your leisure the 1st of Colossiam
and 1st of Ephesians, and you will there learn that He is " Head
over all things to the Church."

"Come unto Me," says 'Christ. Come unto Me as the Respon
sible One-the great Shepherd of the sheep-the Servant of
Jehovah. We tell you, brethren, no man who is burdened in his
conscience, no man who feels distress rising in his soul, will ever
find peace until he learns to look to Jesus Christ as the Responsible
One, and thus gets rid of all responsibility himself. Do not mis
understand me, brethren; I am not saying that man is not a
responsible creature; I say to the man who is out of Christ, the
man who is under the law, that he is under responsibility to do
the whole law; he is under responsibility to love God with all his
heart, and mind, and soul, and strength, and to love his neighbour
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as himself. It is a burden too great for him. The man who
believes in Christ has all responsibility rolled off himself on Christ;
He is the Responsible One-the Saviour-the Almighty Saviour;
and therefore He says, " Come unto Me."

IV.-THE PROMISE OF REST.

Now a word as to the promise: "I will give you rest." There is
great force in the word, for it means not only relief from the labour,
and rest from the toil into which such a state of mind brings an
individual, but there is also the idea of refreshment, and therefore
yOll remember that in our Communion Service these words are
translated, " Come unto Me all ye that travail and are heavy laden,
and I will refresh you." The word implies that the Lord has
everything, and that He will give everything that shall rest, and
comfort, and refresh the hearts of those who thus come to Him.
Coming to Him is simply believing in Him, in all those relations in
which He stands towards His people, and in all those offices which
He rulfils for them.

The rest which He gives to His people is, in the first place, rest
to tlte conscience. The man who has been enabled to believe the
Gospel, who has learned by the teaching of the Holy Ghost that
" the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, c1eanseth us from all sin,"
that man must have peace in his conscience. So long as his eye
is directed to his own strivings, his own prayings, his own watchings,
he will never fi nd rest to his soul; but when he is enabled to believe
that his sins have been laid on Jesus, that his iniquities have been
cast into the depths of the sea, that he is amongst those whom
the Scripture pronounces "blessed," because his sins have been
forgiven, then shall he find rest, and not till then.

Persons who are thus burdened ask us continually what they
are to do. One man says, he does not feel such sorrow for sin
as he ought to experience; another says, he has not those strong
convictions of sin of which others speak. We say to such, then, If
you had these feelings, perhaps, you would be satisfied with them,
instead of being satisfied with Christ. We cannot tell men, Pray
more, grieve more .for your sins, and then you shall find rest: but
we tell them that Jesus Christ gives rest. They often want us to
say that they are to find rest in the achings of their own hearts.
It may answer a pharisaic questioner to tell him, as our Lord told
that man whom he answered as a fool, according to his folly, to
keep the law; but the Lord never told that man that he should
thus find rest to his soul. The man who knows the Gospel finds
rest in Jesus, and in Him alone. Thus it is that he has the answer
of a good conscience towards God. The 10th of Hebrews tells us
something of that good conscience. I t says, in the 22nd verse,
"Let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith,
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having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water."

But, again, it is not only rest as to the inner man, but there are
the ten thousand difficulties which press upon God's people; there
are the ten thusand little things which weigh them down, and
under all this, where are they to find relief? It does appear to
me that that woman, of whom we read in the 1st and 2nd chapters
of ]st Samuel, is a type of the rest which the Lord gives to His
poor tried people. You remember her story, when one, who though
himself a servant of God, misunderstood her; and as he saw her
lips move when her voice was not heard, he supposed that she
had partaken of that which had intoxicated her; "Eli thought
she had been drunken." He knew not what transactions were
going on between her soul and the I ,ord at that time; she tells
her little interesting story of herself, and says, " I am a woman of
a sorrowful spirit; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink,
but have poured out my soul before the Lord." And in the 18th
verse we are told, " So the woman went her way and did eat, and
her countenance was no more sad." She found rest to her soul.

Now, when I read the Gospel narratives, and when I am told
that they brought to our blessed Lord those that were sick of
divers diseases, and "He healed them all," it seems to me that
this was written for the comfort of the Church of God. Be the
case ever so desperate, in spiritual or temporal things, the Lord
can reach it, and can afford relief.

Surely the Holy Ghost meant to teach us very much in the
story of the prodigal son, as recorded in the 15th chapter of St.
Luke's Gospel. That man was made to feel his want; there was a
famine in the land, but when that famine touched himself; for
there is a force in that word, "when he himself began to be in
want," as it is in the original; when all that could be done was to
send him into the fields to feed swine, andwhen he would fain have
satisfied the cravings of hunger with the husks that the swine did
eat, then it was that he came to himself, and then he said, "I will
arise and go to my father." There was teaching there that was not
human. It is the teaching of God Himself when He sends us to
His own bosom.

We believe that that prodigal son is a type which brings out most
vividly, for the comfort of the Church of God, that truth, that
never has a sinner been brought by the power of the Holy Ghost
to Christ-for He Himself has said, "No man cometh unto the
Father but by me "-never has a sinner thus come to the Lord
who has not found rest to his soul. And as that father ran and
fell on the neck of his prodigal son, and kissed him, so does the
Lord receive the sinner who has learned to trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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Wc cannot tell men they must find something good in them
selves, before they can come to Christ. Our warrant is His own
gracious Word; and our plea, when we come before the Lord is,
that He has promised. We do not want anything of our own,
and we cannot bring Him anything of our own, for we have nothing
but misery and distress.

You remember the narrative that is recorded in the 7th of Luke.
I t appears to me, that the Gospel stands out in its brightest colours
in the story of that poor woman, whose cheeks, perhaps, burned
with shame when the Lord taught her to feel what a sinner she
was, hardened as she had been before, as she walked with a coun
tenance of brass through the streets, where everyone knew what
she was; but when God showed her her sin, she broke through
all obstacles; she could not be hindered from going to Him who
alone could give her rest. And what was His gracious word to
her;) "Go ill peace."

Now, it may be that we are speaking in the hearing of those
who know something of this burdened conscience. It may be that
we are speaking in the hearing of those who know much of their
own weakness, and much of the pressure of outward duties, trials,
and diffiClllties of one kind or another. We just ask you, have
you ever, on the faith of this promise of the Lord Jesus Christ to
His poor, broken-hearted people, cast your care upon the Lord?
1 know well what the heart replies; I believe that, "as in water,
face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man." I know
the question which the devil would suggest: Am I to bring such
and such trials before the Lord? Am I warranted to believe, that,
at the very moment I ask, the Lord will hear me, and will give me
the things whirll I desire of Him? Brethren, if the Lord Jesus
Christ has spoken this word, and if you believe the Gospel, you
ought to takc it in its largeness, and to its fullest extent, and you
ought to believe that you shall find rest to your soul.

The Lord Jesus Christ says, " 1 will give you rest." But when
there is a hesitating before the throne of grace; when you say,
I do not know whether the Lord will give me that for which I ask,
you are not in the frame of mind in which you ought to come into
the prescllce of the Lord. You ought to come with a good con
science. I mean a conscil'nce sprinkled with the blood of lesus.
So long as you think there is a quarrel between the Lord and you;
so long as you think that God has one single hard thought of you;
so long as you think you have not a right to come to the throne of
,~Tace. you have not received the Gospel as you ought to receive it.
One stain of guilt should not be allowed to disturb the conscience.
You ought to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has said, "Come
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you u'st." LOOK FOR IT; EXPECT IT.



I:

11

III

I
I

86 The Gospel Magadne

goUt !lloung lfont~' 19age.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION

THE church bells were ringing one Sunday morning when John
England (as I will call him) left his house to go for a walk. John
was a businessman, well-off, and prospering in all that he put his
hand to. It was a beautiful house that he left, pleasantly situated,
and comfortably furnished. As it was in Queen Victoria's reign
that John lived, I cannot tell you that his home had all the latest
labour-saving devices, that he owned a good car, and that vf
course there was wireless and television installed, as well as central
heating and the telephone. But whatever were the equivalents of
such things a hundred years ago, John had them, and plenty of
spending money too.

In those days if a successful man wanted to be in the best repute
he must be attached to some place of worship, where he must be
seen in his pew at least once every Sunday, and give handsomely
to the collections and appeals. All this profession of religion John
England made as a matter of course. Though he had no interest
in spiritual things, he was not hypocritical in attending to religious
aHairs, for he felt he was fulfilling his duty as a respectable member
of society.

Why John avoided the service this particular Sunday morning,
we are not told. But instead of going to church as usual, he set
out deliberately for a walk, and soon went past one place of
worship after another, until at last the streets of the town were
left behind, and he found himself on the bank of the river.

As he sauntered along the pleasant pathway, enjoying the fresh
air and change of scene, he saw a little crowd of people standing
just off the road, and wondered idly what they were doing. Drawing
nearer, John saw that they were gathered round a little hillock,
from which a man was addressing them with great animation.
The hearers were working-people, and the well-dressed man on
the towpath felt no wish to join them, nor even curiosity to hear
what the speaker had to say. But neither had he any particular wish
to avoid the little gathering, so he continued on the path he was
in, and thus passed close by.
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As John came up and passed on, he heard one sentence from
the lips of the speaker. It was in the form of a queSition~ in
these words: "1J it well with thee? "

Something in the earnestness of the voice caught John's attention,
interrupting his train of thought. He went on walking, and heard
no more, for in a moment he was out of earshot. But the question
rang in his mind-" 1J it well with thee?"

John found himself examining the question in order to answer
it. "Yes," he thought, "of course it is weIl with me. I have
plenty of money, and business is doing well. I have lots of good
friends, my house suits me, and I have all the luxuries I want.
Then my health is good, and I have no worries. Even when I
am old and have to retire, I shaIl stilI have a good income. Yes,
it must be weIl with me."

But though he felt that all the evidence was in favour of his
affirmative answer, yet it was strange how the question kept re
curring to his mind-" 1J it well with thee?" Could he be
mistaken? Was it possible that all was not well?

John finished his walk, and returned to his pleasant home. Some
friends were coming to dine with him, so he exerted himself to be
hospitable. His guests were agreeable people whom he liked; the
food was good, the servants attentive. John tried to be his usual
self, and to enter into the conversation with his usual interest.
Eut try as he would, that question kept bothering him-" 1J it well
with t!L1'(' ':) "

His guests, seeing that their host was absent-minded and silent,
thought tlll'y had better leave him to himself. They were soon
gone, and John was alone again. He sat for a while thinking.
Then hl' ,l!;0t lip and went to the bookcase. After a little search,
he found Lt Bible. Sitting down again, he opened the Book. He
fclt that the Book which supplied the question would probably
have an answer, but he had no idea where to look. The Bible
fell OJJl'n Ilear the middle, and John's eye was caught by these
words: .( Say ye to the righteous that it shall be well with him; for
they shall eat the fruit of their doings." The verse is the tenth in
the third chapter of the Book of Isaiah. Now John had found
that of some people it could truly be said that it was well with
them. Who were they? "The righteous," said the verse. John
had Ix:ell taught from the Word of God when he was a small boy,
and now a verse learned long ago flashed into his mind: "There
is none righteous, no, not one." (Those words come from Romans
:3: 10, where the Apostle Paul is quoting from the 14th and the



53rd Psalms). "But if nobody is righteous," thought John, "how
can it be well with any of us? Who can these' righteous' be? "

There seemed to be no answer to the problem. But John could
not get the matter out of his head. Of course he went to business
next day, doing all his duties, and appearing much the same to
the people he met. But all the time a growing anxiety filled his
mind. Was there no way by which he could be sure that it would
ever be really well with him? The more John thought about
the matter, the more he felt that his first answer was qu~te in
adequate. It was not his well-being on earth, but the eternal
welfare of his soul that mattered.

John did not say a word to anyone about his trouble; but he
spent all his leisure studying the Bible. The more he read, the
more he became convinced of his own sinfulness, of his own helpless
ness to help himself.

Sunday came again; a whole week of doubt and anxiety had
gone by. The church bells rang as usual, and John hastened to
the service. The familiar hymns and prayers and readings passed
over his head, though he appeared to be as attentive as usual.
Then the clergyman went into the pulpit, and gave out his text:
" Not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith." They an: Paul's words, in PlJilippians 3 : 9.

Instantly John's attention was rivetted. The preacher explained
the complete worthlessness of our own righteousness, and the justice
of God in condemning us to eternal death iF we relied in the least
degree on our own goodness. He explained that Christ, at His
death on the cross, bore the curse for us, and that His perfect
righteousness was imputed to all that believe in Him, so that they
could be properly accounted righteous in the sight of God. That
is putting very shortly the gist of the sermon; and the clergyman
ended by urging his hearers to pray for the help of the Holy Ghost
in searching the Scriptures for themselves.

The words spoken in the pulpit went straight home to John's
heart. He knew at once that the question was answered. Worth
less as his own righteousness was, he saw that those" filthy rags"
could be exchanged for the white robe of the righteousness of
Christ. The Holy Spirit enabled him to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and to trust entirely to His merits. John went home know
ing that indeed it was well with him. Whether he was rich or poor,
healthy or ill, in any circumstances, he could now say, "It is
well!" For God had said unto his soul, "I am thy salvation."

" Is it well with thee?" DAMARIS.
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 3.

The whole is a king, of whom it was said that he "sought the
Lord with all his heart."

1. He said he was "not worthy of the least of all the mercies"
which God had showed him.

2. He prophesied the Lord's coming" with ten thousands of His
saints."

3. David's friend.
4. Ruth's son.
5. What the Lord does to the longing soul.
6. A prophet who said he would watch to see what the Lord

would say to him.
7. Peter's brother.
8. The man who explained Isaiah 53 to an Ethiopian official.
9. He who has the God of Jacob for his help is this.

10. It was here that the disciples were first called" Christians."
11. The Lord Jesus said that our heart will be where this is.

SOLUTION TO ENIGMA No. 2.

The whole is Leviticus, the third book of the Bible.
1. Laodicea-Rev. 3: 19.
2. Ezra-Ezra 7 : 6.
3. Vigilant-l Tim. 3: 2.
4. Ivory-l Kings 22: 39.
5. Thomas-John 11 : 16 (sec note below).
6. Iron-Deut. 3: 11.
7. Chastening-Heb. 12: 11.
8. Understanding-Pray. 3 : 5.
9. Sychar-John 4: 5, 6.

Note-Clue 5. "Didymus" means" a twin."
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PICTURES OF JESUS?
EVE OR EAR?

"Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God."
-Rom. 10: 17.

lPastor Basil S. Brunning, of Middle Row Chapel, North Kensingc
ton, London, W.1O, has sent us this very timely article of warning.

-Editor.]
THESE are days when the spirit of compromise and the folly of
association with the enemies of Truth are active in Christendom
so--called. Organised Churches, fundamentally Evangelical and
Protestant, appear eager to make rapprochement to union with
others where the Truth once held has been cast out to give way
to doctrines, traditions, ceremonies, and practices that are "grounded
upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word
of God." (Article 22).

Those truly taught by the Holy Spirit of Truth, who receive the
Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, as the sole and only Rule of
Faith and Doctrine, regard the false doctrines, the idolatrous prac
tices, the superstitious ceremonies of apostate Rome with utter
repugnance. But how many stedfast to Truth and staunch in their
Evangelical Protestantism have any knowledge as to the origin, or
introduction and growth of those things which proclaim the apostacy
of Rome and from which they turn with justifiable repugnance?

And I will go further and ask provocatively: How many Evan
gelical ministers and members of the Church of England, how many
members of the Protestant Free Churches, even amongst the" places
of Trtlth," are unwittingly yet assuredly following the lead and
embarking on the same course as the early heretics in the Church
of Rome whose activities have their present fruit in the shameful
idolatry of that apostate system? It may seem impossible that this
should be the case, and those concerned should ponder well the
history of the origin and growth of those things and search their
hearts in the light of the Truth of the Word of God and the facts
of history and experience.

In this we only deal with one of the poisonous roots of popery
from which has grown the obnoxious plant of the worship of images.

Those with whom one is most nearly concerned would, one is sure,
agree heartily with the Church of England Article XXII that
" The Romish doctrine concerning .... worshipping and adoration,
as well of images as of reliques .. ,. is a fond thing vainly invented
and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture but rather repugnant
to thee Word of God." They would turn with mixed feelings of
disgust and pity from beholding poor blind devotees of papistry
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praying before an image of the Virgin, invoking her aid and succour
by the counting of beads and reciting the Rosary: or on seeing
thenl kiss the toe of the metal or plaster image of Peter, or light
a candle as a votive offering to the statute of St. Anthony.

But how and when came it that these images were introduced and
this idolatrous worship became the rule and practice? For the
Church of God in apostolic days knew nothing of these things, nor
did the post-apostolic Church. Were material images then at some
subsequent time brought in suddenly and spiritual worship at once
superseded by idolatry?

That has never been the way of the enemy of the Church of
God. Subtlety and guile in assault upon the senses, as in his
approach to our first parents in Eden, marks his way of attack,
and thus it was in the establishment of material idolatry in Christen
dom. Through the EYE to the heart and mind would he advance
and by a means seemingly innocuous and harmless and yet powerful.

THE DIVINE COMMAND.

The Divine Command "Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image or any likeness of anything that is in Heaven above
or that is in the earth beneath . . . .; Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them .... " is Divine Law which is in force while the
earth is established. God's chosen nation in observing His Law
were kept and preserved: in breaking His Law they were visited
with severe judgments. History attests this Truth. And what is
painfully obvious is that what today seems harmless and innocent
to many was the means of the production of the gross idolatry
and breach of God's Law, so widespread today. One refers to the
imaginative pictured portrayals of the sacred Person of our Lord as
distinct from sculptured or cast and moulded images.

Those Protestants who favour and make use of these supposedly
sacred representations of our Lord at His birth or crucifixion, would
do well to seek the guidance of the Word of God on such things
that they might know His mind, rather than the feelings or reason
ings of their own minds. For God joins what were regarded as
sacred pictures in the minds of men with material images in His
condemnation of them.

In Numbers 33: 51, 52, Israel were commanded that when they
passed over Jordan they should" drive out all the inhabitants of
the land and destroy all their pictures and all their molten images."
Both were abominations in His sight. In Isaiah 2: 16 the Lord
declares His judgments upon "pleasant pictures" (as they were
regarded) in conjunction with His utter abolition of idols (ver. 18).
How solemn too the revelations of the great abominations com
mitted later by Israel and made to Ezekie1 as God revealed them
(Ezek. 8). The worship of the image, the worship of Tammuz, the
worship of the sun, and through a hole in the wall of Jerusalem such
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"wicked abominations" as "the form of creeping things, and
abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel portrayed
upon the wall round about" (ver. 9-12).

NO HARM?

Some will say, '~I see no harm in a picture of Jesus portrayed
as the Good Shepherd, as the Light of the world, as the Friend of
little children, or as dying on the cross"-a pureiy negative attitude
reached by what the eye cannot sec. Yet what God hath spoken,
and what the voice of History confirms, would change this attitude
through the ear if it heard.

so POWERFUL?

Others will, and do, say "Oh but pictures of Jesus as the Good
Shepherd, as the Light of the World, as the Friend of little
children, as dying on the cross, are so pretty and so powerful that
they appeal to the heart." This is certainly a more positive view.
But is it true and is it the case that in this way and by this means
the Holy Spirit works within the heart? The New Testament
Scriptures give no indication of the use of such a means by Him
for His mighty work in the heart.

Again, there are others who declare, "But such pictures are
, aids to worship' and help the soul to approach God." And the
same fictitious plea is made for the use of crucifixes, rosary beads,
and images. But arc they" aids to worship" actually? No; true
worship is of the Spirit and no material means by the eye can help
the soul in drawing nigh to God and to worship Him in Spirit
and in Truth.

I t is urged by the testimony of history and proved and demon
strated by the present widespread "worshipping and adoration
as well of images as of reliques" that pictured portrayals of the
imaginary physical appearance of the sacred Person of our Lord
ilre positively harmful and dangerous.

APOSTOLIC DAYS.

In Apostolic days, when reasonably a picture or portrayal of
our Lord could have been faithfully made of His physical appear
ance, there were no such portrayals. The Apostles, and even the
enemies of the Gospel, would surely have made some reference to
them. And the primitive church writers and post-aposotolic leaders
would have most certainly have made some descriptive account of
His appearance in the flesh had any such portrayal been extant.

We have to come to the third century before so much as a
mention is made in history of the appearance of such fiotitious
things. Then, the heretical sect of the Gnostics which troubled
the church from within first introduced these supposed pictures
of Christ's person, though not, be it notf'd, as objects of worship.
The orthodox Christians of those days were horrified at this inno
vation which however was not at first very widespread. It was a
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godly bishop, Epiphanius, known as the Benevolent, who took strong
anion against such a daring and heretical introduction. Visiting
I\nablatha in Cyprus he came to a church under his oversight where
till' introduction had been made.

His indignation was aroused and he wrote:
"I found there a veil hanging at the door of the church

having the image as it were of Christ painted on it. When
therefore I saw this, that contrary to the authority of the
Scriptures the image of a man was hanged up on the Church
of Christ, I cut it down";

and such was his anger that to show his contempt for it he had it
wrapped round the dead body of a beast and buried.

GRADUAL GROWTH OF IDOLATRY.

But Satan persisted in the use of this means to bring about the
apostacy of the Church. Pictured portrayals began to increase,
!lot at first as objects of adoration and worship, but doubtless for
the reason that there appeared no "harm" in them, the negative
attitllde, and then, as time passed and they were multiplied the
mon·. they came to be regarded as "helps," the more positive
attitude, and it tllerefore became easy as the apostacy continued
to sllbstitute the painted forms with the material statues of the
pagans and renaming them and giving them prominence. These
were not at first worshipped, but as the Church sank deeper and
deeper into darkness the images which grew out of pictured por
trayals, and that seemed so " harmless and innocent," became, and
now continue to be, objects of idolatrous worship.

Should not Evangelical Protestants go deeper than what" seems"
in their reasonings, to what God says in His revealed Will and
Word in such a matter? Why copy" the ways of the heathen"
in the form of Roman and Anglo-Catholic priests whose churches,
schools, and other premises are filled with these pictures hanging
" cheek-by-jowl" with images and crucifixes? If it should be
pleaded that these pictures supposedly of our Lord have a " strong
appeal" on the hearts of the young especially, and that the plea is
true, then the young are going to those places where those heart
" appeals" are more frequently seen and used and more powerfully
made.

FAITH COMES BY HEARING.

The power of the Gospel of the Grace of God is used by the
Holy Spirit in its preaching. Precious faith receiving it receives and
believes the" evidence of things not seen." Physical sight by the
eye is not the channel by which that power is conveyed to the soul.
" Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God."
Then by the Word and not by pictured and imaginative portrayals
is the Mind and Will of God made known. "Flee from idolatry'"
and everything that makes a way for it. B.S.B.
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"A RANSOM FOR ALL"

(BY THE LATE REV. JAMES BATTERSBY).

(1) Rom. 5 : 18: "By one offence, judgment came upon all men
to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift
came upon all men unto justification of life." What is the Apostle's
reasoning in this chapter? It seems to me to be this-that there
are two heads, or two representatives of two famil£es. Adam is
onl: head, and Christ is the other. In Adam, all his offspring
sinned, and were completely ruined. All in him offended-broke
the law-and werl: by the law condemned to death. In Christ, the
second Head, all His ofrspring are made righteous, justirled, and
saved. The word "all" in this chapter must be restricted to each
family respectivelyi n union with Adam, or in union with Christ.

(2) I Cor. 12: 7 : "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given
to every man to profit withal." I often hear persons say, that" a
portion of the Spirit is given to every man to enable him to accept
or reject Christ." Sometimes the words may be slightly varied, but
the end aimed at is undoubtedly the same, which is this-the exalt
ation of the creature and not the honour and glory of the Creator.

Jn the Revised Version, the verse which I have quoted, is thus
rendered: "But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit
to profit· withal." What is the Apostle speaking about in the
chapter? Well, we are told expressly, that he did not wish those to
whom he wrote to be ignorant concerning spiritual gifts.

Now, think of these things. The subject-matter of his discourse
is sjJiritual gifts. He mentions 11i11(1 of these, and then assures the
Church at Corinth, tha t the Holy Ghost works all these, and divides
to each one severally as He will (verses 1 to 12). It will not require
much attention from you to see that the Apostle is speaking of
the members of the body of Christ, and not of the outside world
at all. The use which is to be made of these spiritual gifts, is this
that they are to be employed by those who possess them for the
spiritual profit and advantage of the Church of God. The" every
man" in the verse quoted, is every member of Christ who is
favoured with a spiritual gift.

(3) 1 Cor. 15: 22: "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive." This verse must be subjected to the same
rule of interpretation as the one which I have explained in the
5th of Romans. The theme of the Apostle's diseourse in the 15th
of Corinthians, is the Resurrection of Christ and those in union with
Him.

Death, with all its painful consequences, eame by Adam; the
Resurrection, with all its blessings, came by Christ. All in Adam
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d icd, so all in Christ shall rise again from the dead. But there shall
be order in the Resurrection: Christ having risen is the first-fruits;
alld when He shall come again, then all who are His shall rise
frolll the dead.

The all who are thus to be made alive are those in Christ: all
those who have fallen asleep in Him: all those who have victory
through Him: all those who are His brethren-all His spiritual
family shall rise from the dead to be for ever with Him in glory.
The all in Adam must be restricted to His seed; even so must the all
in Christ be restricted to His seed.

(4) 2 Cor. 5: 14: "For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:
And that He died for all, that they which live should not hence
forth !i've unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them,
alld rose again." These words of the Apostle cannot in fairness be
quoted to prove the universality of the atonement of Christ, or
tllat Ill' died for all men. "If Christ died for all, then were all
de'lll for whom He died." Were they dead in trespasses and sins?
Or were they dead to sin? Or did they all die in Him, and with
Hi III 011 the accursed tree? I would ask you to consult the Revised
Version, where the translation is literal, and the sense of the original
is given. All the children of God have died with Christ, have risen
wit It. I1 im, and are now living unto Him here upon earth, and
hl'l'(';1 fter they shall live and reign with Him as kings, for ever and
evl'l'. The all in this chapter, is restricted to those who are con
strai !led by the love of Christ; to those who are new creatures in
Christ .Jesus; to those who are reconciled unto God by the Blood of
His Cross; to those to whom the Lord does not impute their
trespasses-even to those who are made the righteousness of God
in Him.

(5) Heb. 2 : 9: There is a verse in the 2nd of Hebrews which
is very frequently quoted by those who contend earnestly that Christ
died for all men: "That He by the grace of God should taste death
for every man."

Here you have the extent of Christ's death: "Every man."
What can be more clear and decisive, say some persons, than these
words, that the death of Christ extends to all men?

Unfortunately for those who rely so much upon the words" every
man," the word for man is not in the original. The word for
" every" is either masculine or neuter. Those who think that it is
neuter, say that Christ died" for everything." Those who think
that it is masculine, say that Christ died « for every man."

As far as I can understand the words, they are explained by
what follows in the chapter. Those for whom Christ died are the
"many sons" whom God brings to glory (verse 10): the" sancti
fied," whom He calls "brethren" (verse 11): the « Church" in
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which Christ dwells (verse 12): and the « children" given to Christ
by God Himself (verse 13). These, then, are the spiritual seed of
Abraham, whom God has reconciled unto Himself by the death of
His own dear Son, and whom He delivers out of bondage into the
glorious liberty of the children of God.

Those who wish to see more upon this verse, I would recommend
them to read Dr. John Owen's exposition of the Epistle to the
Hebrews.

(6) 2 Pet. 3 : 9: One of the last passages to which I shall call
your attention, is, "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise,
as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to usward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to re
pentance." (2 Peter 3 : 9).

Now, what is the design of the Apostle tn these words .~) The fact
is, that He was replying to scoffers and trif-lers, who were saying,
" Where is the promise of His coming?" "The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some men," like these scoffers, "count
slackness." God has a design in all that He does, and a fixed time
for the accomplishment of His purpose. "He is 10ng-suJlering to
usward," or toward us, " not wtlling tha t any" of us " should perish,
but that all" of us " should come to repentance."

I fail to see anything in these words in favour of universalism,
except it be the universalism of all God's elect, as described in
both the Epistles of St. Peter. Of whom does the Apostle speak
in this Epistle? He speaks of persons who have obtained precious
faith, who have been made partakers of the Dtvine nature, who
have the graces of the Spirit in them, and who are looklng for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. In his
first Epistle, he addresses the dect of God the Father, the sanctified
of the Spirit, and the Blood-bought and the Blood-sprinkled of
the Lord .Jesus Christ.

It is utterly impossible for me to review the Epistles as fully as
I ought to do, but allow what I have said to suffice to draw your
mtnds to the oft-misinterpreted and misapplied words of St. Peter's.
God's will can never be frustrated. And He has said that He is not
willing that any should perish, but that all of these any should come
to repentance. I wish you, then, to remember that the long
suffering of our Lord is salvation to all the elect of God? Why
should persons be so very anxious about the reprobate? They will
perish without an effort.

In conclusion, I beg to remind you that I have said many things
to you to-night which I wish you to think about. If you disagree
with me, yet consider thoughtfully and carefully the expositions
which I have given you of divers Scriptures.


