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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS 1: 4.

THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL

a But I would that ye should understand, brethren, that the things

which have happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the

furtherance of the Gospel."-PHILIPPIANS 1 : 12.

IN the Epistle to the PhiIippians the apostle Paul wrote to them very
affectionately. Always in every prayer of his for them all, he said, he
made his requests with joy for their fellowship in the Gospel from
the very first day of his coming to them. He would recall with joy
how the Lord in the quiet work of His Holy Spirit opened the heart
of Lydia, the seller of purple, so that she gave attention to the things
of the Lord. He would recall how the Lord with mighty action
convicted the Philippian jailor and led him, trembling, to cry out,
" Sirs, what must I do to be saved? "

In the passage before us Paul wanted his friends at Philippi to
know and understand his present circumstances in his imprisonment
in Rome. They had been hind enough, in the fellowship of the
Gospel, to send to him their minister, Epaphroditus (2 : 25-30), and
also to send with him a gift to help him in his prison life. Paul wrote
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to them of Epaphroditus as " your messenger and hc that ministered
to my wants" and of the gifts as "an odour of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice, wellpleasing to God." He was very thankful for all this;
but he specially wanted them to know and to understand how God
was dealing with him in the circumstances of his imnrisonment.

We wish to invite our readers to a consideration of this passage
(Philippians 1 ; 12-26), and we pray that God the Holy Spirit may
guide us in our exposition of Paul's God-inspired statcm(~nt.

1.

HE REJOICED THAT HIS EXPERIENCES HAD FALLEN OUT RATHER TO

THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL

First of all, Paul stated that all that had happened to him had
turned out, not to the hindrance, but rather to the furtherancc of
the Gospel.

What had happened to him? He had been arrested in Jerusalcm
(see Acts, chapters 21 to 28). He had been falsely accused, and had
eventually felt compelled to appeal to Caesar. There had becn his
long imprisonment (two years) at Caesarea, his voyage to Rome
(including the shipwreck on the island of Malta). When he wrote he
was a prisoner in Rome, though" suffered to dwell by himseJr with
a soldier that kept him" (Acts 28; 16).

What had Paul to sav about all this? It was that the eflect of it
all had actually been" 'to the furtherance of the Gospel," of which
he was the Lord's called ambassador to the Gentiles. He stated that
in two ways there had been the furtherance of the Gospel.

(a) His bonds in Christ were manifest in all the palace ). (margin,
Caesar's court) (verse 13). It became known that he was a preacher
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was public knowledge that it was for the
pmaching of Christ that he was in prison-his bonds were "bonds
in Christ."

We are not quite sure-there is some difference of opinion, and
a lack of known evidence-as to the exact meaning of (( in all the
palace." If it means" in the Emperor's palace," what a wonderful
thing it was that, right at the outset of his first arrival in the great
city of Rome, it come to pass that, through his imprisonment, his
work as a preacher of the Gospel of Christ became at once known
in Caesar's court, to thc members of his household, to the high
officials, and perhaps to the Emperor himself! Paul could write
from Rome: "All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of
Caesar's household" (Phil. 4 : 22). We may not know to what extent
this was, or be quite sure about it. But, if this is the right interpret;l-
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tion, it was something for which Paul was exceedingly thankful-it
was "for the furtherance of the Gospel."

Others, including the Biblical scholar Bishop Lightfoot, think that
the reference is to the Praetorian Camp, the headquarters of the
guards. The reference would then be to the spread of the knowledge
of the Gospel of Christ among the Roman soldiers. It is probable
that the one who as a soldier kept Paul would be constantly changed,
and so Paul would have had opportunity to speak of the Lord Jesus
Christ to one soldier after another. Such soldiers quite possibly
would in time travel to the various parts of the Roman Empire. In
any way, it all " turned out for the furtherance of the Gospel."

This was to Paul a matter of rejoicing, and he wanted the Philip
pian Christians to know and to understand it.

Many ,a minister of Christ finds out that things which seem to
limit and to impede and even to distress him in the work of the
ministry had, in God's sovereign and gracious Hand, "fallen out
rather to the furtherance of the Gospel."

(b) Moreover, « many of the brethren in the Lord, waxin,t; ce>n(i
dent by m)' bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without
fear" (verse 14). When Paul first saw the Roman Christians who
came to meet him some distance from Rome, " he thanked God, and
took courage" (Acts 28: 15). And so it happened with the Roman
Christians themselves. They met so great an ambassador of Christ.
They saw how that he was not ashamed of Christ and His Gospel.
They observed how he, despite his circumstances as a prisoner,
never ceased to witness-three days after his arrival he called the
chief of the Jews together and spoke of the true Hope of Israel.
They marked how he bore the treatment he receivd, his patience,
his God-given endurance and zeal-how in his own hired house he
" received all that came in unto him" (he begat Onesimus in his
bonds), and how he taught "those things which concern the Lord
Jesus Christ, no man forbidding him."

The result was that the brethren in Rome waxed confident
through Paul's bonds. Through his presence and example they
became " much more bold to speak the word" and that "without
fear."

All this, Paul said, was" to the furtherance of the Gospel." How
thankful he was if, despite his own personal restrictions, the Gospel
had a free course!

II.

HE REJOICED AS LONG AS CHRIST WAS PREACHED

He had the same single-minded thought, even when the circum
5tances among the Christians at Rome were not so happy.
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It seems that some were jealous of Paul's influence and of his
prominence. They were personally envious, and did not hesitate to
stir up strife and to cause him trouble and difficulty. They observed
that Paul was then not free and had no ready access to people. So
perhaps they took the opportunity to drop hints about his ambition,
and availed themselves of the opportunity to add to his trials and
afflictions. They preached Christ, said Paul, "out of envy and
strife "-" from contention, not sincerely (purely), thinking to add
affliction to Paul in his bonds.

However, there were others who preached Christ in a spirit of
goodwill and love to Paul. They recognised that he was the ambas
~,ador of Christ, knowing that he was set in his heart and soul both
for the defence and for the confirmation of the Gospel. They knew
that he was unjustly imprisoned and kept from travelling' in his
missionary work. Hence they were the more stirred up to preach
Christ themselves. All this must have been a great consolation and
encouragement to Paul.

But what was he to think of the strange situation with the two
kinds of preachers? Well, he rejoiced that CHRIST was preachcd. It
was not that he was indifferent to the motives actuating the persons
concerned; but, despite that so much was against him personally, he
rejoiced that at any rate CHRIST was preached, the Son of God
proclaimed, the Messiah announced, the Saviour honoured in His
atoning death and resurrection power-the Lord to Whom all
authority in heaven .and earth had been given-the One Who had
commanded them to preach unto the people and to testify that it
was He Who was ordained of God to be the Judge of those alive
and dead, the One to Whom all the prophets gave witness that
"through His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins" (Acts 10: 42, 43).

What a spirit was given to Paul! It did not matter what
happened to him personally so long as the Lord was ma£!;nified.
Preachers of the Gospel will no doubt be able to recall many circum
stances which seem so adverse to themselves-sickness, personal
rivalries, jealousies, popularity of other, mixture of motives in others,
etc.; but are they enabled to look .above them all and say, " Christ
is preached, and therein I do rejoice, yea, and I will rejoice"
{verse 18)?

Ill.

HE SAID, " TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST )J

Paul went on to say (verse 20) that his eager longing and hope was
that, in all his imprisonment and trial and in all his experiences, he
should do nothing of which he wolid be ashamed, but that with all
boldness, as always so then, CHRIST should be magnified whether by
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his life or by his death. His own life was secondary, Christ magnified
came first. It was not his own release that he sought first, but the
honour of Christ and His Gospel.

He did not quite know what to choose. He had the desire to
depart and to be with Christ, which was far, far better. But his
continuance in life on earth seemed more needful for the Christians
at Philippi, and he had a personal conviction that this would be the
case (verse 25).

He felt that all this would turn to the salvation of others or to his
own spiritual good, "through their prayer and the supply of the
Spirit of Christ" (verses 19-20). The Christians at Jerusalem
(Acts 12) had earlier on prayed for Peter in prison, and God gave
a deliverance (see the outstanding sermon of the Rev. WiIliam
Romaine on this in later pages of this issue).

But with Paul" to live is CHRIST" (verse 21)-it was his supreme
end to know Christ, to enjoy Him, to make known His unsearchable
riches to others.

If death came, well, " to die is gain "-gain upon Christ, freedom
from sin and suffering, freedom from enemies, temptation, and
death, and joy" with all the company of heaven" to sing" Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour and glory, and blessing" (Rev. 5 : 10) !

W.D.S.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE OLD GRINDSTONE

THE Haymans had been a very happily-married couple, their
stronges,t bond of union being their common faith in God. Both
Mark and his wife Alice had been burdened with a sense of their
guilt and sinfulness before God; but coming heavy-laden as they
were to the Lord Jesus Christ, He had spoken peace to their souls,
and given them rest in His righteousness. Nor did the Saviour leave
them to themselves after that; for continuing the good work which
He had begun, He nourished the new life with His holy Word,
and all could see that Mark and Alice were growing in grace.

The Haymans had their troubles like other people. They were
not well off, for one thing. Mark was a wheel-wright in a small way,
working from his own cottage, and work was not always forth
coming. Still, they had enough, and were content and thankful.
Then their only child was a great trouble; the poor girl was an
epileptic, and could never be left alone, nor could she learn any
thing. This was a great trial to Sarah's father and mother, but
they accepted it calmly from the hand of God, and went on finding
happiness in Him.

Then Mark's health failed. He was attacked by a crippling kind
of rheumatism, and before long he was laid aside, completely dis
abled. After about two years his illness took a turn for the worse,
and Alice found herself a widow. It was a crushing blow, but
right to the end both she and Mark had been enabled to stay
themselves upon the Lord, and she was able to believe still that He
would not forsake her.

How to live now became a problem. Full of energy, Alice would
gladly have gone out to full-time work. Sarah was the difficulty.
The girl was old enough to go to service herself, but her complaint
made it quite impossible. And she could never be left alone!
So that the only way Alice could earn anything was by taking in
such work as she could do at home. Mark had had no money to
leave; but the things he used in his trade were sold, and for some
time the price they obtained was a great help in keeping things
going. Alice was always so smiling and cheerful that her friends
did not realise what a struggle she had. And in one way or
another, the Lord did always provide, as Alice always said He
would.

A time came when the Haymans were reduced to great extremity.
There was practically no food in the house, and Alice and her
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daughter had eaten scarcely a morsel all day. But it was the day
for the evening service at the little chapel they attended, two
miles or so away, and as usual Alice got ready to go. Sarah was
awkward, saying she did not want to go; but her mother could not
go without her, and in the end she coaxed the girl into a better
temper, and they set out.

lt had been raining all day, and on the long walk the two got
very wet. But they reached the chapel in good time, and Alice sat
down thankfully with Sarah beside her. The visiting minister who
had come to take the service was no stranger to the little group of
believers. How pale and weary Alice Hayman looked, he thought;
and neither she nor Sarah were properly protected from the rain.
The minister had been meditating all day on the words that the
Lord had given him for his text, and his mind was full of his
subject. This was the verse, Isaiah 42 : 16: "I will bring the blind
by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they
have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and
crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not
forsake them." The preacher felt that the Lord Himself was giving
him freedom to expound His Word, and the verse, full of encourge
ment to himself, was opened up to his hearers, as the minister
spoke of the faithful God and His promises, of His providence and
care for the needs of His children. "Rather than allow His Word
to fail," said the preacher, "God can make the stones into bread,
and bring water out of the flinty rock."

As the service went on through prayer and praise and Bible
reading, Alice had felt greatly refreshed. All day she had been
waiting upon God in faith and trust; and when the text was given
out, her face was alight with joy and peace. Every word of the
sermon seemed just suited to her case; and when the minister said
that God could even make stones into bread, it was borne upon
her strongly that in some way, her deliverance was surely to come.

It was still pouring rain when Alice and her daughter reached
their cottage again. There was no food to get ready, so Sarah
went to bed, and Alice tried to get a fire going with the sticks and
twigs she had gathered before the rain came, for she must try to
get their clothes dry. Nothing in the cottage was any different, yet
Alice felt quite carefree, just watching to see what the Lord would
do for her.

It was getting late, and Alice was preparing to go to bed herself,
when a knock came at the door. She found a man dripping with
rain, who asked her if she had any use for the grindstone lying in
her little yard. "You see," said the man urgently, "it's just what
I've been wanting; and if it's no use to you, I thought perhaps you
wouldn't mind selling it to me!" Grindstone in her yard! Alice
could not think what the man meant, but she followed him out, and
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he showed her a stone in the corner that she had forgotten all about.
She had no idea it was any use at all, though really Mark had
always used it to sharpen his knives on. Of course the man could
have it-and almost before she had said so, the man was off with
the stone in his arms, and money in Alice's hand far beyond what
she would have dared to ask.

For a moment Alice was too surprised to understand what had
happened: Then as it dawned upon her that God had indeed
turned the stone into bread, she rushed into the house sobbing, and
falling on her knees at the table, she wept out her thanks and
praises to the faithful God, Who never forsakes His children.

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 50

The whole: The Lord's command to Pharaoh (four words-
3, 2, 6, 2).

1. All the ten virgins carried these.
2. Aaron's age when he first interviewed Pharaoh.
3. Here John's disciples laid his headless body.
4. The last book of the Old Testament.
5. Jeremiah says it is good for a man to bear this in his youth.
6. Satan set the Lord Jesus upon this part of the Temple.
7. The place near which Rachael died.
8. The Mount to which Jesus went with His disciples after the

last supper.
9. The indignant high priest put the apostles in the common one.

10. Part of the provision brought to David by Shobi, Machir and
Barzillai.

11. "God with us."
12. The dead Lazarus was bound with these.
13. Hiram's sailors brought gold from this place to Solomon.

SOLUTION OF No. 49

The whole: "Be ye thankful" (Coloss. 3: 15).
1. Beloved physician (Col. 4: 14).
2. Eve (Gen. 3 : 13).
3. Young man (l.John 2: 14).
4. Earnestly (Nehem. 3 : 20).
5. Tarsus (Acts 9 : 11).
6. Hammer (Judg. 4: 21).
7. Alexander (2 Tim. 4: 14).
8. Natal (1 Sam. 25: 2,3).
9. Kenaz (Josh. 15: 17).

10. Fatted calf (Luke 15 : 27).
11. Uz (Job 1: 1).
12. Lawyer (Titus 2: 13).
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PROTESTANT BEACON

EMINENT PURITAN' PREACHER AT CAMBRIDGE

WILLIAM PERKINS (1558-1602) : THE QUATER-CENTENARY OF
HIS BIRTH

105

AT Marston, Warwickshire, in .1558,' was born the celebrated
WILLIAM PERKINS, a profound divine, and a gifted preacher in the
University of Cambridge .

He received his academical education in Christ's College, in that
university, where he was at first a stranger to God, and ran to great
lengths in prodigality of life. This was probably permitted of an
all-wise God, that, when he should be called to be a preacher, he
might the more fully detect and lay open the workings of sin and
vanity in others, sympathise with them in their lost condition, and be
the better qualified to counsel, exhort, and comfort them in their
" repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." At
the same time, and whilst yet a graduate, he gave proof of the great
genius with which the God of Providence had endowed him, by his
deep researches into nature and the secret operations of natural
powers.

But when it pleased the .Lord. to convert him from the error of his
ways, he applied himself with uncommon diligence to the study of
God's Word, and, in a short time, displayed incredible proficiency.
Christ's College was at that period of history considered to be a
famous schoo!'of the prophets. Thomas Fuller says, " It may without
flattery be said of this house, ' many daughters have clone virtuously,
but thou excellest them all.' "

Benjamiri Brook tells us, " that for some time after his going to the
university, he (Mr. Perkins) continued exceedingly profane. and ran
to great lengths in prodigality. While Mr. Perkins was a young man,
and a scholar at Cambridge, he was much devoted to drunkenness.
As he was walking in the skirts of the town, he heard a woman say
to a child that was froward and peevish, 'Hold your tongue, or
I will give you to drunken Perkins yonder.' Finding himself a
byword among the people, his conscience smote him, and he became
so deeply impressed that it was the first-step to his conversion."

I. HE PREACHED DELIVERANCE TO THE' CAPTIVES

About the age of twenty-four years he was chosen a Fellow of
Christ's College and entered into the Christian ministry. According
to the precepts of the gospel, having freely received, he freely gave;
and after the pattern of his great Exemplar, went and pff'ached
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deliverance to the captives. He preached the gospel to the prisoners
of the nearby gaol every Sabbath, with great power and success. As
soon as this became known, many resorted to Cambridge to hear
him. and it pleased God to make him the happy instrument in
bringing to the knowledge of salvation, and into the liberty of the
children of God, not only those whose bodies were in prison, but
those whose souls, like theirs, were in captivity and bondage to sin
and Satan.

His fame, which was afterwards in all the churches, soon spread,
and he was appointed to St. Andrew's parish, in Cambridge, where
he remained an industrious, faithful labourer, until he finally
entered into the joy of the Lord. Being settled thus in a university,
his hearers consisted of the colle~ians, townspeople, and people from
the country, which required such a peculiar gift as God had
bestowed upon him. In all his discourses he was able to accom
modate himself, his style and phrases, to the capacities of the
ordinary people.

Luther used to say, " that as thunder without rain did more harm
than good, so ministers that preach the terrors of the law, but do
not at the same time drop in the dew of gospel ins~ruction and
consolation, are not wise master builders; for they pull down, but
build nothing up again." But Mr. Perkins' sermons were said to be
" all law, and all gospel." He was a rare instance of those opposite
gifts meeting in so eminent degree in one and the same prcacher
the vehemence and thunder of Boanerges, to awaken sinners to a
sense of their danger, and to drive them from destruction; and the
gentle persuasives and comforts of a Barnabas, to pour in the oil and
wine of gospel consolation into the wounded spirit, which he pointed
to Jesus Christ. And such was his wisdom in administering advice
and comfort in all cases of conscience, that, it is said, "the afflicted
in spirit came far and near to hear him, and received comfort from
h· "lm.

n. TESTIMONIES TO PERKINS' WORTH

Paul Bayne was f.avoured in having Perkins for his tutor at
Cambridge, and we are told that Bayne was the instrument used of
God in the conversion of that holy and eminent servant of Jesus
Christ, Doctor Sibbes.

Robert Bolton, in the days of his unregeneracy at Cambridge,
"being there at a Commencement, and merely carried with the
fame of Mr. Perkins, went to hear him preach, whose plain, but very
sound and substantial preaching meeting at once in him with a
curious palate and unsanctified heart; quite turned his s~omach

against that good man, that he thought him, to use his own phrase,
a barren empty fellow, and a passing mean scholar." However, Mr.
Bolton himself, when God changed his heart, he changed his opinion
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of Mr. Perkins, and thought him" as learned and godly a divine as
our church has for many years enjoyed in so younR a man."

Oliver Heywood, whilst at Cambridge, could say, "My time and
thoughts were most employed on practical divinity, and experi
mental truths were most vivifying to my soul: I preferred Perkins,
Bolton, Preston and Sibbes far above Aristotle, Plato, etc."

The worthy Joseph Hall also said of Perkins "that he excelled
in a distinct judgment, and a rare dexterity in clearing the obscure
subtleties of the schools, and easy explication of the most perplexed
discourses."

III. HIS PRAYER WITH A CONDEMNED PRISONER

He proved himself an able evangelical divine, and an invincible
champion in the Protestant cause.

Such was his condescension, that he not only preached to the
prisoners, as already observed, but accompanied the condemned to
the place of execution, and what success he had in this line of his
labours will appear from the following example. Mr. Perkins,
endeavouring to encourage a condemned prisoner, who had already
ascended the ladder, said unto him, " Man, what is the matter with
thee, art thou afraid of death?" "Ah, no," said the malefactor,
" but of a worse thing." "Dost thou so," replied Mr. Perkins, " then
come down again, and thou shalt see what God's grace will do to
strengthen thee."

When he came down, Mr. Perkins took him by the hand and
pmyed with so much of the divine presence, and with such power,
in confession of sin, with its aggravating circumstances, and the
horrible and eternal punishment due to the same, according to God's
justice, that the poor man burst into a flood of tears, being broken
and contrite in heart; which when Mr. Perkins observed, he pro
ceeded to the second part of his prayer, in which he set forth the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of every believing, penitent sinner, as
stretching forth His arms of mercy and power to save him in his
miserable distressed condition, and from all the powers of darkness,.
and to give him heaven and Rlory. This he was enabled to do in so
wonderful and successful a manner that the poor creature continued,
indeed, to shed tears; but they were now tears of love, gratitude
and joy, flowing from a belief that all his sins were cancelled by the
merciful shedding of his Saviour's blood.

When they rose from prayer, he evidenced so good and satis
factory a confession, that the spectators lifted up their hands and
praised God, for seeinR such a glorious display of sovereign grace, in
convertinK, at the eleventh hour, this dying malefactor, who went
up the ladder again with apparently great comfort, and hasting, as it
were, to have the grace he had so lately been a partaker of, consum
mated in glory.
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IV. HIS BOOK, /c A SALVE FOR A SICK MAN"

Perkins was justly esteemed by'his contempora~iesas a "Master
in, Israel." He had a surprising talent in perusing books so speedily
that one would think he read nothing; yet so accurately, that one
must think he read all. Besides his frequent preaching- and other
ministerial labours, he wrote many excellent books. '

We give,below a few extrac~s from his book, A Saiue fO"/" a Sick
Man." The first extract will lead one to have confidence in the
genuineness 6f the eleventh-hour conversion, related in the fore
~oing paragraph, from the sentiments expressed by Mr. Perkins.

Death-bed Repentance: " Again, there be some others which
ima:gine and say, that a man may repent when he will, even in
the time of death; and that such repentance is sufficient.
Answer: It is false which they say; for it is not in the power of
man to repent when he himself will; when God will, he may. It
is not in him that willeth or runneth, but in God that hath
mercy. And Christ saith, that many shall seek to enter into
heaven, and shall not be able, but why so? Because they seek
when it is too late, namely when the time of grace is past.
Therefore it is exceeding folly for men so much as to dream that
they may have repentance at command; nay, it is a just judg
ment that they should be condemned of God in death, that did
God condemn in their life, and that they should be quite forgot
ten of God in their sickness, that did forget God in their health.
Again, I answer, that this late repentance is seldom or never
true repentance. It i~ sick like the party himself, commonly

, languishing and dying tOQcther with him."

Anointing: "As for the anointing of the sick, th;)t is, the
anointing of the body, specially the organs or instruments of the
senses; that the party may obtairi the remission of his sins, and
comfort against all the temptations of the devil in the hour of
death,'and strength'more easil" to bear the pains ofsickness, and
the pangs of death, and be again restored to his corporal health,
ifit be expedient for the salvation of his soul, it is bllt a dotage
of man's brain, and has not so much as a show of reason to
iustify it. The fifth of James is commonly alleged to this pur
pose, but the anointing there mentioned is not of the same kind
with this greasy sacrament of the Papists. For that anointing of

, the body was a ceremony used by the Apostles and others when
they put in practice the miraculous gift of healing, which g-ift is
now ceased. Secondly, that anointing had a promise that the
party anointed should recover his health: but this Popish anoint
ing hath no such promise; because for the most part the persons
thus anointed die afterward without recovery; whereas those that

were anointed in the primitive church always recovered."
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Confession: "The second duty of the sick party is to confess
his sins, as lames saith, 'Confess your sins one to another, and
pray for one another.' It will be said that this is again to bring
in Popish shrift. Answer: Confession of our sins, and that unto
men, was never denied by any; the question is only of· the order
and manner of making confession. And for this cause we put a
great difference between Popish shrift and the confession of
which lames speaketh. For he requires only a confession of that
or those sins which lie upon a .man's conscience when he is sick;
but the Popish doctrine requires a particular enumeration of all
man's sins. Again, lames enjoins confession only as a thing meet
and convenient, but the Papists as a thing necessary to the remis
sion of sins. Thirdly, lames permits that confession to be made
to ,any man, and by one man to another mutually, whereas
Popish shrift is made only to the priest.

" Sacramental confession, they term a rehearsal, or enumera
tion of all a man's sins to a priest, that he may receive absolution.
But against this kind of confession, sundry reasons may be
alleged. First of all, it hath no warrant, either by commandment
or example, in the whole Word of God. They say yes: and they
endeavour to prove it thus: He which lies in any mortal sin is
by God's law bound to do penance and to seek reconciliation
with God: now the necessary means after baptism to obtain
reconciliation is confession of sins to a priest, because Christ hath
appointed priests to be judges upon earth with such measure of
authority, that no man falling after baptism can without their
sentence and determination be reconciled, and they cannot
rightly judge unless they know all a man's sins: therefore all
that fall after baptism are bound by God's Word to open all their
sins to a priest. Answer: It is false what they say, that the
priests are judges, having power to examine and take knowledge
of men's sins, and jurisdiction whereby they can properly
absolve and pardon, or retain them. For God's Word hath given
no more to man, but a MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION, whereby
in the name of God, and according to His Word, he doth preach,
declare, and pronounce, that God doth pardon or not pardon
his sins.... It cannot be proved bv any good and sufficient
proofs that this confession was used in the Church of God till
after five or six hundred years were expired. For the confession
which was then in use was either public before the Church or
the opening of a public fault to some private person in secret.
Therefore, to urge sick men unto it lying at the point of death, is
to lay more burden on them than God ever appointed.

" Let us call to mind the uncertainty of our days; though we
now live, who can say that we shall be alive the next day or the
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next hour? No man hath a lease of this life. Now mark, as
death leaves a man, so shall the last final judgment find him."

v. HIS EARTHLY FAREWELL

Mr. Perkins was much afflicted with the stone in his latter days,
under which severe pains he was remarkably patient. In the last
attack, a little before his death, hearing' a friend praying for the
mitigation of his pains, he cried out, " Hold! hold! do not pray so;
but pray the Lord to give me faith and patience, and then let Him
lay on me just what He please."

At length patience had its perfect work, and he bade a final and
everlasting farewell to all pain of the body and affliction of the soul,
being crowned with eternal glory, 1602, in the forty-fourth year of
his age. He was born in the first and died in the last full year of
Queen Elizabeth. He died rich only in grace, and in the love of
God, and of good men. Yet, like the apostle Paul, "as poor, yet
making many rich" (2 Cor. 6: 10).

He was buried with great solemnity, at the sole expense of
Christ's College, the University and the town both displaying great
gratitude for his faithful labours in their midst. Dr. Montague
preached his funeral sermon on the words, "Moses, my servant is
dead" (Joshua 1 : 2).

F.C.

MARTIN LUTHER

IT can be said of few other men in Modern Europe that they are
de.ad and yet continue to speak to our own age a message worth
hearing. Yet it is true of Martin Luther, whose death we com
memorate on 18th February.

Listen to his own testimony. "For twenty years in my cloister
I experienced the meaning of such disappointment. I sought God
with great toil. I shamefully wasted my time and found not the
Lord."

God spoke to him three times over through a text of Scripture:
<C The just shall live by faith." He learned that salvation is FREE!
He had been living by fear, and he discovered the secret was to live
by faith. That short sentence was the creative word of the Reforma
tion.

He writes of this soul-changing experience: "When, by the Spirit
of God, I understood these wOTds, THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH,
then I felt born again like a new man; I entered through the open
doors in the very Paradise of God."

-RICHARD E. HIGGINSON (Feb., 1958).

I
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM"

A SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A. (DUBLIN)

JANUARY, 1845

" Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you."

-1 PETER 5: 7.

WE have been permitted, brethren, in the providence of God, to
assemble together, according to our usual custom, in this place, on
the first day of the opening year, a season deeply interesting to a
minister-onc that ought to be interesting to a congregation, also.
We have from time to time, as the Lord has permitted us, sought to
improve the season by leading your minds to the recollection of time
past, and by seeking to strengthen you for the time to come; seeking
to lead you to the blessed promises of God; seeking to lead you to
lean upon the covenant mercy of God in Christ; desiring to
strengthen and establish you, who have known the Lord, in the great
truths of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I have taken for our subject on this occasion a word that may
well follow up what has lately been brought under your notice. On
the last two mornings we addressed you, we endeavoured to present
to you the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ; we
endeavoured to show you how rich the Lord's people are made,
through the poverty of the Lord Jesus. We have now to direct you
to the use to be made of the great privileges of the Lord's people; we
have to stir up the minds of God's children, to lay hold upon the
promises of a covenant-keeping God.

The word which we have taken for our consideration is, we think,
a suitable watchword for the year on which we have entered. In
endeavouring to open out this subject, we pray that the Spirit of
God may be with us, with him who speaks, and with you who hear;
that the doctrine of the Lord may distil as the dew: that great grace
may be upon us all; and that the name of our covenant Jehovah
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

We have before us a large and comprehensive direction; a word
that, if we understand it, is the secret of a believer's happiness. Our
peace, as we travel through this wilderness world, hangs upon our
following the direction which the Apostle here gives to the Church
of God. There are few in the Lord's family, however young, who
have not known something of care. We shall all know more of it; we
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arc all a t school; we are all learning our lesson; we shall all
experience care. ',. ,

There are, no doubt, some in this congreg-ation who have not
known this place of refuge and of relief-a Casting all your care
upon Him, for He careth fOil' you." Is there one man or one woman
ignorant of Christ, who can put his hand upon his breast and say
he is not of the Lord's family? Is there one of that class here
present, out of Christ? He knows nothing of what the Apostle says:
" Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you."

And then, again, dear brethren and sisters in Christ, have we not
to ,arouse you to faith in these precious words, and in all the promises
of God? You who are pressed down by cares; you who sometimes
feel that it is hard to take God at His word; you dishonour Him by
this distrust, by this want of faith in the promises of God.

In order that we may come to a right understanding, and right
use of this portion of Scripture, we must speak-

First, as to the motive or ground upon which any of us can build
this trust-" He careth for you."

Secondly, we shall endeavour to say something as to what is meant
by our casting our care upon the Lord.

1. THE GROUND ON WHICH WE BUILD
\Vhcnevcr I take up the consideration of such a portion of God's

word as this, I feel that I am subjecting myself to the charge of
being, it may be, unkind and uncharitable, when I say that those
who know the Lord are the only people who cast their care upon
Him; but whatever men say, "let God be true "-" Casting all your
care upon Him, for He careth for you." If God careth for us, we
must understand the relation in which we stand to God, and what
is meant by His caring for us.

I would appeal to any minister of the Gospel, some of whom are
present, if one of the most trying things we have to go through, in
our daily experience, i.s not the false, vain, presumptuous expression
of confidence that ',ve continually hear from the lips of worldly
people. 'vVe cannot speak to any family under the pressure of sorrow,
any individual under disappointment, but there is something said
of trust in God, there is some expression of confidence in Him; and
you, dear brethren in the ministry, have often felt with me how
hard it is to pull down the presumptuous sinner; how hard it is to
take his vain confidence, and to trample on it; how hard to take his
words, and crumble them to dust; how hard to take his miserable,
presumptuous expressions, and show him he has nothing to do with
that of which he speaks. We have to take up the word of one of
old and say, " What hast thou to do with peace? " and we have all
felt what we have subjected ourselves to, by these plain declarations,
but we feel it to be our duty.
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We must tell you, our congregation with whom we are often
brought in contact, as we go from house to house, that the only
people who can claim this promise at the hand of the Lord are
those who stand in relation to Him of His covenant people in Christ
Jesus. God cares for the sparrow-that little, insignificant creature
that wings its way through the air; He cares for it; He gives it food;
He cares for the little birds; He gives them all food; but there is
a special care here spoken of, with which the Lord regards His
peo<ple.

It is in virtue of their covenant relation to Him that He cares
for them. They were the objects of His love and care before the
foundation of the world; they were given to the Son before the
world was made. I cannot understand my Bible if I introduce the
element of time, the element of past or of future into my idea of
God. I am told in this Book of an everlasting covenant. I read of
the "mercy of the Lord from everlasting to everlasting towards
them that fear Him." I am taught that His people were "chosen
in Christ before the foundation of the world." I must read it here.
If I read it, I believe it; and if I read it, and believe it, I must speak
of it. I am willing to lie down under the obloquy of being a fool, for
Christ's sake, because I preach that which I read in this Word. The
Lord's people were the objects of Jehovah's love from all eternity,
and, therefore, He gave them to the Son. They are His redeemed
people, saved through the blood-shedding and atonement of the
Lord Jesus Christ; they are His ransomed ones. Assuredly, we see
here the reason why the Lord cares for them; they being His people,
doubly dear to Him, because united to His dear Son. "Accepted in
the Beloved" is the character of His people; and it is because they
are" accepted in the Beloved," and only because they are accepted
in Him, that they have favour at His hands.

Perhaps we speak in the hearing of some who have never felt the
power of the Gospel in their hearts, and yet dare to come into the
presence of the Lord, to offer to Him their so-called religious service;
to such we would say, remember the offensive intrusion of that
wretched man Cain. He knew not how to offer to God an acceptable
service; he came with his offering; here was a religious duty; but
himself, his services, his well-disposed services, as men would deem
them, were offensive to God. It is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
which makes the difference between one man and another. It is
being accepted in Christ Jesus which opens the door to all this
blessing.

Then, what is implied in this care? The Lord's people are spoken
of in Scripture as "the apple ,of His eye"; they are spoken of as His
own" jewels»; they are His own precious people. It is impossible
that they can ever be forgotten by Him; they are borne upon the
breast and shoulders of His dear Son. Make all this a fable! Say it
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is nothing but allegory, fancy, and then you may tell us these people
have nothing of reality to rest on. If we believe that the blood of
Jesus was shed for the Lord's people, then it is a reality that they
are dear to Him. There is not a moment of their lives that He is not
watching over them with the mtensity of interest of a covenant
Jehovah. When we are thinking how shall we ever buffet our way
through all the surges and billows of this world, His Word still
stands firm-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

And, then, 0 we might so enlarge upon it! if He careth for us,
there follows such a train of blessing! There He is, with His
omnipotence, His omniscience, His omnipresence, all His infinite
attributes encircling His poor, tried, tempted, people-" As the
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about
His people, from henceforth, even for ever" (Psalm 125: 2).

11. THE DUTY AND PRIVILEGE

We have next to speak of the duty and privilege which is here set
before the people of the Lord. What a large and unrestricted
direction is here. Brethren, there are some of us who know well
what cares are, and yet there is not one care, not one sorrow, not
one burden that the Lord's people are not to cast on Him.

THE PLAGUE OF SIN

We shall endeavour to speak of some of those cares; and first,
that which the Lord's people only know anything of-spiritual cares,
the sense of sin, the conviction of sin. How many in this congrega
tion are experimentally acquainted with the meaning of these terms?
Many in the present day can speak of these things; they have picked
up a little of the theory of religion. How many, if the Lord came
into our midst, and made us speak out what is within the breast
how many would there be who have really felt the plague of sin?
This is the first burden which we have to cast upon the Lord.

We meet with some who have been led to blood of the Lord Jesus
for the cleansing of sin, who have learned to love what the Gospel
means-a full, free, ready, present, finished salvation-and yet who
are burdened, plagued, bowed down, under the sense and conviction
of sin. This may seem very strange and paradoxical to some; and we
have been asked, How is it you tell me in one breath that the Lord's
people are a saved people, that they believe that the blood of Jesus
cleanseth from all sin; and yet, in the very same breath, you speak
of them as bowed down under the sense of sin?

All this seems very paradoxical. Paradoxical it is; but we appeal
to those present, who would not trust to anything but the blood of
Jesus, and we would ask, Is not your heart sometimes wrung by the
conviction of your sinfulness, by a sense of the guilt of sin, the
heinousness of sin? Why, there are times when the catalogue of past
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transgression is spirited up before the mind; things that the heart
sickens at, stand in array before us; and the conviction of sin at that.
time, they know well who' have experienced it. .

The children of God sometimes deceive themselves in this matter;
they are surprised when they still find the conviction of sin in the
breast. In the whole of our journey through the world, this con
viction will grow deeper and deeper. Those of us who have travelled
some little way on the narrow road can say it is truth; we can feel
more and more keenly, each day, the sense of sin. This is a care to
cast on the Lorcfl; and our happiness will oornsist in casting it
immediately on Him, and not lying down under the pressure of it.
We have some of us known of such a thing as trying to keep peace
in the conscience by some other means than the blood of Christ.
There has been a struggling with corruption; some envenomed dart
of the enemy has pierced the soul; we have felt that sin was rankling
there, and we have never found rest till we have come to the blood
of Jesus.

Then, ,again, our experience in this matter is not uniform. Some
feel the conviction of sin in one way, some in another; some may be
able to fix the eye steadfastly upon Jesus, upon His finished salva
tion; and when Satan brings in the black appearance, they can say,
Scare me, if you can! I believe in the atoning blood of Jesus. I know
it cIeanseth me from all sin. Well, they have a care, too; a care
which they sometimes pour into the ear of their minister. They
sometimes speak of their distress to some faithful brother or sister
in the Lord; they say, You tell me that faith is a purifying principle,
but, 0, I feel such stirring corruption within my breast, you cannot
tell what is lodged here. 0, if you knew it! At times, there is a
pressure which keeps down these corruptions; but then, at other
times, there is such a little hell in my bosom; "when I would do
good, evil is present with me." Tell me how is this?-would it be
so if I really were a child of God?

It is one of the most important things for the peace of a child of
God to understand this; to know how it is, and why it is. Dear
brethren, where is the promise that you shall never more have sin
stirring within you? Where is the promise that you shall go through
the world fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, because
the flesh and mind have become so holy, that it is right you should
follow them?

0, learn this, child of God, and it is the key, the secret, whereby
we learn to maintain peace in the conscience, in the midst of stirring
corruption, to know that there is a flesh, and that that flesh" lusteth
against the spirit." The flesh never will be mended, weakened, or
changed in character; it is flesh; a corrupt, evil principle; and it will
be flesh to the end. This is a burden which we have to cast upon
the Lord. Then this sin, you want to get rid of it. The Lord has
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never promised you that you shall go through this world independ
ent of Christ, boasting to your fellow-man that you are not afraid
of this temptation or the other temptation, that you are not afraid
of falling into sin. God will never allow His poor people to be free
from sin, or to be independent of Himself. The Lord will not give
His people a stock of grace. You must live as beggars upon the
fulness that is in Christ; and you are to seek to mortify the evil
principle by casting this care, as well as all others, upon " Him who
careth for you."

The Lord's people shall never perish; He will never allow them
to apostatize, or fall away, to their utter destruction. But, children
of God! He will make you feel more and more than which will
humble you; He will make you feel that your safety and happiness
depend on living more and more upon the fulness which is in Christ
Jesus.

TEMPTATION

And then another care, which I may call an accidental care,
temptation. Temptation is the concomitant of circumstances.

Some of the Lord's people have known much of it. 'ATe cannot
speak of all the temptations through which they pass. There are
some of you that if brought out into this aisle, and asked to tell of
the temptations which you have felt in your breast at seasons, you
would wish the floor to open and swallow you. They are hatched
in the bosom of the evil one, who sends those poisonous shafts into
the breasts of God's dear children; temptations of the understanding,
temptations of the affections.

You who have been long walking in the ways of the Lord, you
know what these temptations are. Perhaps there are none who have
experienced exactly what others have gone through: but 0, there
are sore temptations! We have, perhaps, been tried by some
reiterated temptation, some temptation wearing, grieving the spirit.

We have, perhaps, learned at such times something of what our
Lord meant when he said to Peter, "Satan hath desired' to have
thee, that he may sift thee as wheat." Is there any child of God
present who knows what it is for Satan to sift him as wheat? The
temptation seems to have haunted him at every step; he has opened
his Bible, he has gone upon his knees, trying to get rid of it; the
temptation was there. He thought he had shut out the world, but
even there, in his secret retirement, it has followed him. Most
horrible, most horrifying temptation! such as even to doubt whether
God's Word be· true. A temptation to think that, after all, not one
declaration, and not one promise of that Word may be true. Infidel
thoughts! frightful thoughts! sent at times into the souls of God's
people. Well, even such, the Lord's people are to tell out to Him;
they are to tell Him, it teases me, it harasses me. What am I to do?
Cast it; cast it on the Lord.
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WEAKNESS AND DEPRESSION

Then, again, God's people sometimes experience weakness and
depression when they are walking prayerfully, consistently; when
they cannot before the Lord lay to their own charge anything of
neglect of prayer, or of the study of God's Word. Still there is a
trembling of spirit, as if they could not look up; a weakness as if
they could not lay hold on the promises of God. They have spoken
to us, they have spoken to one another; they have said, I know God
is true; I believe what He has said, but yet I cannot live upon it as
I ought; there is a pressure upon my spirit; I cannot rise above it.

Brethren, how is that care to be cast upon the Lord? Often has
the Lord brought His people to the extremity of weakness, and just
obliged them to lie down at the foot of the cross; made them tell out
to Him their utter weakness; made them acknowledge that they
cannot do anything; and then He has been pleased to lift them up,
and speak comfortably to them.

OTHER CARES

But there are other cares. There are relative, personal duties.
''''hy, at times we have felt it, and he who speaks can, perhaps,
charge himself with it more than any of you. Why, we have some
times gone to duty, as if it were in our own power to make it
effectual; but God has taught us that in every duty and service His
strength is to be used; and when we have been disappointed, when
we have seen many duties fail, and many services become ineffectual,
the Lord has been pleased to send some little gleaming of light into
the soul. He has enabled us to go through the duty, looking steadily
for His strength, and leaving the result to Him.

There is another care; they are cares temporal, cares personal; it
may be bodily trials, weakness of body; long, wearing sickness; and
this also is a care which it is the privilege of God's children to cast
upon Him. You may remember the word I once told you of a good
man who said, "I have to thank God for fifty years of sickness."
T here was a casting of that care upon the Lord; and looking at his
poor, weak frame he could feel, it was just as God would have it.

Then there are domestic cares. 0, who can know them! As we
go from house to house, what variety of affliction do we meet with!
As I go through this large and populous city, I sometimes think, that
if it were possible to look into each house, and see what is passing
there, how incredible and overwhelming would be the sight.

Whatever be the care; in whatever shape calamity may come to
us, and 0, there are hearts here who have been wrung by such
things; we shall not speak of them; but these cares, all these cares, it
is the duty and privilege of God's dear children to cast on Him. At
such seasons of sorrow and trial, you have sometimes felt one at
your elbow at every turn, telling you that you have no interest in
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God, that He is a hard master; and, perhaps, by dropping such
poisonous thoughts into the soul, by continually instilling such
hellish suggestions into the mind, you have listened, and the spirit
has been pressed down; but remember, it is the privilege, the duty,
and the happiness of God's people, to tell it all out to Him who
careth for them-to say, I must go to tell my Father how these
things press me down, how they wring my heart; and then at such
a season to stereotype this truth in the mind, that a Iesus Christ is
the same yesterday, today, and for ever." The Lord loves His people
as much in the darkest season of trial as in the sunshine of prosperity.

We mark the word casting the burden on the Lord. I well
remember a beautiful remark once made to me by a man of God,
when under the pressure of trial. I told him of the beautiful word
in the 37th Psalm in a passage where it says « Commit thy way unto
the Lord." In the marginal reading it is « Roll thy way upon the
Lord." I said to him, My friend, it seems too heavy a burden for
you, you can only roll off it yourself on the Lord. I said, you
remember the word also in St. Peter's Epistle, a Casting all your care
upon Him." I said, there is a beautiful word there, throwing it upon
Him. I well remember the beaming joy of his countenance; the
Spirit of God seemed to have brought home a precious truth to his
mind; and he said, That is Gospel expression, that is not the law.

"Cast thy burden on the Lord." I understand by that, that the
Lord's people ought to do it immediately. We are not to wait to say,
when ought I to go? It is the privilege of the child of God to go at
all times and throw his burden on the Lord: to go, and go again, to
tell him, You cannot sustain it, you will not sustain it, that you
must throw it upon Him. Cast it unreservedly; cast it in faith, in
implicit confidence; trust Him who careth for you, and trust Him
to the end.

A CLOSING WORD

We would ask if in this congregation there may not be some to
whom the past vear has been an eventful one.

It may be that during the past year some amongst us have been
quickened by the Spirit of God; brought to know what they never
knew before. Some heart may have been led into a deeper ex
perience of the things of Christ; if so, what an eventful year has
this been to such.

Then we would ask, are there not some amongst us who were
in this church at the opening of the past year, and what is their
condition now? Perhaps there are hearts that feel the charge may
well be brought home to them, that things are worse with them
now than they were at this time twelvemonths; that what they then
professed seems to have become a matter of mere nrofession, mere
formality, there is less of spiritual life. Though they have main-
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tained the profession, and though they have not done anything that
the world could point the finger at; yet we ask if things are not
worse with them?

We speak to God's children, and we ask them (we seem to be
telling out the secrets of families) is there not something of the world
creeping in; something which has hardened the poor heart? 0,
brethren, it is a searching time. The Lord give us to search into our
own hearts, that we may see where we are.

Then, when we look at what is before us this year, we none of us
know what we may have to pass through; but we say, see that you
have an interest in Christ; see that you are living upon Christ; not
that you make the mere formal profession of Christianity: not
merely that the world speaks well of you, but that you have some
thing experimental, something of the life of Christ in the soul.

We have to cultivate a sense of our own weakness; entire depend
ence on the Lord in all our journey through life. Remember that
He is a covenant God, a faithful God, a God that cannot lie. Learn
what the principle of faith is; looking to Him, leaning on Him, living
near to Him, using Him at every step. If we are spared to come
together at the beginning of another year: if, in the meantime, we
are enabled to lean upon the arm of Jesus, we shall have great
things to tell of what has been done for us.

As on former occasions, we shall have this verse printed, and we
say to you, members. of our congregation, and any strangers who
may be present, and who may wish for these watchwords, that on
application vou can receive them; just a little text, a remembrancer
of the word with which we began the year. I would conclude, in
the words of that good man, Romaine-of whom I am, in thus
giving you a word for the year, an humble imitator-I would repeat
his word on one of these occasions; when addressing his congrega
tion, he said, " The Lord grant that this may be a year amongst us
famous for believing!" Amen.

IN these days of instability and uncertainty, we can strike a note of
certainty based on the Written Word-the Bible. The Lord Jesus
Christ is the world's Saviour and will yet be the world's King, for
God's Word declares it. Here is a message of certainty for a world
staggering and reeling like a drunken man, for men and women
groping for something and someone in whom they can trust and not
be afraid. The future does not depend on the armed forces of any
nation, or the word of any dictator.-" How Firm a Foundation.
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THE DUTY OF PRAYING FOR OTHERS

ENFORCED BY SOME ARGUMENTS TAKEN FROM THE SUCCESS OF THOSE
PRAYERS WHICH THE CHURCH MADE FOR ST. PETER'S DELIVERANCE

FROM PRISON

By THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE (1757)

" Peter therefore was kept in prison, but prayer was made without
ceasing of the church unto God for him.»-ACTs 12: 5.

HEROD, .a persecutor of the church, stretched forth his hand to vex
some of its members, and he killed James, the brother of John, with
the sword; and because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded
farther to take Peter also. He committed him to prison, chained him
to two other persons, and gave him in charge to sixteen soldiers,
who were, four at a time, night and day, to be keeping watch over
him. And after Easter he intended to have put him to death; but
on the very night before his execution, Peter is wonderfully
delivered, contrary to Herod's purpose, the prisoner's hopes, and
the keeper's intentions. By what means was this brought about? By
the church's prayers. From the time Peter was apprehended, prayers
were made without ceasing for him; and when the faithful knew
his execution was fixed for the next day, they were resolved to
wrestle all night with God in prayer for him. Accordingly they
besiege the throne of grace with their earnest and hearty requests
for Peter's deliverance, and they are heard. While they are praying,
God gives in the prisoner among them, as an answer to their prayers.

Upon this fact I will make some practical remarks for the use of
God's people at this time. What I shall offer at present relates only
to true believers, and I hope God will put it unto their hearts to
hear me with profit and improvement to their souls. My brethren,
you see the distressed state of our affairs. All Europe is in confusion,
our affairs are unsettled at home, and we are at war abroad, and
with enemies who boast themselves in their victories and conquests.
But the clearest thing to us is in the most danger. The Protestant
religion is ready to be destroyed, and the Lord seems to have given
us up to our bloodthirsty persecutors. Look around you, you see no
prospect of deliverance by any human means: what course then
shall we take? Whither shall we go for help? God must be our only
refuge. If we can trust in Him for deliverance, He will deliver us:
and if we have any trust in Him, we shall certainly express it in
prayer. And for our encouragement to pray, and to expect a blessing
upon our prayers let, us meditate upon the history before us: and
may God so direct me to speak, and you to hear, that we may pray
without ceasing, as they did in the text, until our success be like
theirs. Oh that God would pour down upon us the spirit of prayer
and supplication, and make us .a praying people, until He deliver us
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.from all our enemies, and make us an happy people. To this end, let
us consider some of the chief practical use~ to be made of the text.

I.

First, we may remark, That whenever the faithful are in any
great danger or trouble, if God intends to deliver them, He puts it
into their hearts to pray for deliverance. We have many examples
of this in Scripture, and many express passages, whereon to ground
this doctrine. We are never able to pray aright without God's
assistance. It is the office of the" Holy Spirit to help our infirmities;
for we know not," says the apostle, "what we should pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us " (Rom. 8 : 26).
He helpeth our infirmities before we pray, by letting us see our
wants; and He helpeth us in praying, by enabling us to pray with
faith, and to ask what He knows our heavenly Father will grant us.
Thus He puts it into their hearts to pray without ceasing for Peter's
deliverance. If He had not helped their infirmities, every circum
stance made so much against them, that they could have had no
hopes from their prayers. But He strengthened their faith, and they
looked beyond all difficulties. They saw a way open for Peter to
escape, notwithstanding Herod's cruelty, the strictness and number
of the guard, the closeness of the prison, and the nearness of Peter's
death. They knew God was able, and they believed it would be for
His glory to deliver him, and therefore they prayed without ceasing.

My brethren, do you find yourselves stirred up much to prayer
in the present troublesome times? Are your hearts greatly disposed
to pray, that God would put an end to these troubles, and to preserve
to us the blessings of the Protestant religion? Do you spend much
time with God, do you wrestle with Him in urayer, resolved" not
to let Him go" until He hear and answer? If this be the case, we
shall certainly be preserved. If the Lord's peonle be led out into
fervent and earnest urayer, if they pray often alone, and often with
one another, for the peace of our Jerusalem, then we need not
despair. Though all things make against us, as they did in Peter's
case, yet if God nut it into our hearts to pray for deliverance, as He
did into the hearts of the faithful, then we may promise ourselves
the like blessed answer to our prayers, which they met with.

n.
This is my second practical remark. The prayer of faith never

returns without a blessing. Peter is kept chained in prison, his
enemies many, his friends few-his enemies have all earthly power
in their hands to destroy him-his friends have only God to apply
to for his deliverance, and to Him they go. His enemies plot-his
friends pray. Their plot against Peter's life, humanly speaking,
could not be defeated-tomorrow he must c;lie; but prayer brought
down God to his assistance. The prison doors were safely shut, but
prayer opened the doors of heaven: and God, to let us see the
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power of prayer, sent him to his friends while they were praying: as
If God had said-There (since you will take no denial) there he is;
thus plainly pointing out the means of his deliverance. The prayer
of Elijah had the same successs. He could open and shut heaven.
And if the prayer of one righteous man could avail so much, what
could not the joint prayer of many righteous men do? It will bear
down all before it, and prevail in heaven and earth. It would reach
up to God, and lie before the throne of His grace, and never depart
without its answer; and when answered, it would come down with
authority, and force all human power to submit. The Scripture
everywhere speaks of the efficacy of prayer. The promise of God to
it is very encouraging. "Call upon Me in the time of trouble, so
will I hear thee, and thou shalt praise Me." I will give thee reason
to praise Me, by delivering thee from thy trouble. And God has
ever fulfilled His promise. There is not an instance in Scripture of
the church's joining in a common petition to God, but He always
heard and answered it. And indeed how should it fail of success,
being indited by the Holy Spirit, and presented by Jesus Christ, and
perfumed with the sweet incense of His merits? It then becomes the
prayer of Jesus Christ Himself. He presents it as His own, and how
can God the Father reject the prayer of His beloved Son? So far
from rejecting it, He represents it to be as delightful to Him as the
most fragrant odours are to us. For thus St. John, speaking of our
Lord under the character of the angel of the covenant, says (Rev. 8) :
" There was given unto Him much incense, that He should offer it
with the prayers of the saints upon the golden altar, which was
before the throne, and the smoke of the incense which came with
the prayers of the saints ascended up (with acceptance) before God
out of the angel's hand." Let your prayers ascend up with the
sweet-smelling savour of His merits, and you have His word of
promise that whatever you shall ask the Father in His name, you
shall receive.

Now, my Christian friends and brethren (for to such only I am
now speaking), since you are convinced of these truths, are you
careful to practise them? Let us look back, and each of us examine
our own consciences. How much time have we spent of this day in
prayer for the distress of our fellow-creatures? Many are in prison;
have we prayed for them? Several Christians are in distress, our
reformed brethren persecuted in France, our brethren, in blood as
well as in faith, suffering in America, the Christian world in war
and confusion, and the Protestant interest nearly destroyed; have we
been earnest with God in this day in prayer, that He would put an
end to all these calamities? How justly may God leave us destitute
of His help, if we have not been pleading with Him for help for
others?

And if there be anyone of us whose conscience now informs him
that he has not sympathised and suffered this day with all the suffer-
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ing members of Christ, let such a man now humble himself and say,
Oh Lord, do not excommunicate me out of the hearts of thine, for
my coldness tow.ards them: how shall I expect help from others'
prayers, who have been wanting in my prayers for them? Where
was my fervent brotherly love, that I would not do that for a
brother, which I owe to an enemy, viz. to pray for him? Oh Lord,
forgive. the offence of Thy servant, and pour down upon me the
spirit of prayer and supplication. This done, resolve not to close
your eyes this night until you have improved your interest in God.

You have a key that will open any lock, let no Christians lie in
chains by you, either in bodily or spiritual chains. If he be sick, pray
him into health. If poor, pray him rich. If troubled in mind, pray
him into comfort. It is for want of our prayers that men lie so long
under their burdens. If we would jointly commend them unto God,
He would either deliver them, or, what is the same, He would
sanctify and sweeten the affliction, and make it as great a blessing
as a deliverance. If you can do nothing else, pray for your brethren.
You may not have other mcans of helping them, but the poorest
Christian has an interest with God, and if he use it in prayer, it will
do thcm and him ::t real service: for prayer in this case for others
is a clearer evidence of grace than prayer for ourselves.

Since the times then so loudly call upon us, let us join in prayer
for all those that are troubled in mind, body, or estate; and that we
may appear as the members of one body, actuated by the same
spirit under one head, let us all agree, at whatever distance we may
happen to be, at one and the same hour to meet together at the
throne of grace. And what hour can we pitch upon more proper for
this sacred employment, and more free from woddly avocations,
than from eight o'clock to nine of the Lord's Day evening? The
attendance upon the public offices of the day is then over. The mind
is collected and serious. By what more likely means can we hopc to
keep it in the same sweet frame, than to close the day with an act
of devotion? If God's people would enter into an holy league, and
oblige themselves to spend this part of the day in their several closets
during these troublesome times, they would infallibly succced in
their petitions. Tell me, whenever the church's joint prayers did
miscarry, in what place, in what case, or for what people? There is
not an instance wherein they faiied. Prayers have been made for
men in the church (good men and bad) and for men out of the
church-and they have succeeded. Prayers have been made by land
and upon the sea, and with success-they have prevailed above
ground, underground, in dens, and caves, and dungeons. Prayers
have relieved dying men, poor men, prisoners, and captives; they
have been made for men against temptations and sorrows, against
the rage of persecutors and devils, and they have prevailed; and why
should not prayer be as omnipotent now as it has been formerly?



124 The Gospel Maga;;,ine

Suppose our national sins cry aloud for vengeance, let our prayers
cry louder for mercy. When one Elijah stood up for stiff-necked
Israel, and one Amos for rebellious Judah, God showed mercy; and
Elijah and Amos were men of like passions with us: encouraged by
their success, let us be importunate at the throne of grace, while
God allows us an hour for prayer. And let none of us be discouraged
as if it was too late; our danger indeed is great, but while God calls
in His word, it is not too late to call to Him in prayer. He often
sees men sinking before He comes to their help. Our extremity is
His opportunity. When Peter is within a few hours of death, then is
God's time to deliver him.

But perhaps some of you may say, I have been praying and
waiting long, and yet see no success. So did the church. They pray
for Peter week after week, without ceasing night or day, and still the
prison is shut and his chains are on. And now they have but one
night more to wait, and they wait and pray, until Peter comes if!
among them. If then we have but one day, or one hour more to
spend, let us spend it in prayer, not doubting but the God that
heareth prayer will answer. Deliverance will come, be it at the last
hour, if the prayer of faith wait for it. Experience, and the word of
God, prove it ever was so, and it ever shall. Dispute not then, only
believe. Go and open thy wants to God as thy reconciled Father,
ask a supply of Christ God-man, thy Saviour and Mediator, through
God the Holy Ghost as the inditer of thy prayers. Set thy faith to
work. Before thou begin. say with the prophet, I will call, and the
Lord will answer; and when thou hast finished, believe that in due
time and manner thou shalt be answered. Thus pray, let faith enter
into thy suit, and end, and subscribe it, and God will as soon deny
Himself as deny thee thy heart's desire.

m.
But this point deserves farther consideration. Many serious, well

meaning persons are very apt to be discouraged at God's delay in
granting their requests. Let us go to the history before us for light
into this particular, and let this be the third practical use to be made
of the text. The church had been long at pr.ayers, but God did not
answer till the last hour. That was His time, which is always the
best. If He does not answer immediately, He delays for wise and
good reasons. He would remind us of our former behaviour to Him.
How often did He call by mercies, by judgments, and His word, but
we would not hear. He prayed us again and again to leave our sins,
and come to Him, but we would not answer, therefore it is a just
reproof, that we should call and not be heard. God seems not to
hear to spur us on to pray the more earnestly. He seems deaf, that
we might speak out, and slow, that we might be earnest.

Thus Daniel interprets it in the ninth chapter. God defers and
delays, says he, but it is only to try me: therefore he prays with
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more warmth and fervour, "Oh Lord, hear; oh Lord, forgive;
oh Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for Thine own sake, oh my
God." And he goes on praying with so much vehemence, that while
he was yet speaking the angel Gabriel is sent unto him with an
answer.

Though God deLay, yet He will answer. And if His delays begin
to discourage us, let us study the course of His providence, and be
comforted to wait on. Behold how the husbandman waits. He does
not think of sowing and reaping the same day. But his corn lies
buried for some time, and dies, yea it grows downward, before it
shoots upward; and when it is up, it receives many a check: yet
still he waits, because he hath experience. So must we. When we
have sown our seed, and our prayers seem to be buried and dead,
and all things appear worse with us after prayer than they were
before, yet we should wait, and learn experience from our own and
other men's success. Never was the seed of pmyer sown but there
was a crop, although it was a late harvest.

I wish the harvest was come, says one; I have been praying long
and without success. How long have you prayed? Abraham prayed
thirty years for a child; Isaac prayed twenty: but their prayers
were heard at last. How long did the faithful pray for the incarna
tion of the Lord of life ?-four thousand years before He came.
And yet He did come: therefore pray on.

But you have used all means, prayed yom'self, got others to pray
for you, and yet you have no answer. And might not Peter have
said the same? There was not a Christian in Jerusalem but had
been pr,aying for him, and yet still he is in prison.

But you think matters go worse with you the more you pray: the
more you pray for faith, the less you have; the more you pray against
temptations, the more they beset you. Is not this as we said, the
corn must go backward before it comes forward? Was it not so
with Abraham and Sarah? The longer they prayed the older they
grew.

.But you think your sins grow stronger by prayer. No! this cannot
be. Only you feel sin more than you did before. It is not because
sin is stronger, but because you are sounder; for these motions of
sin are not motions of life, but symptoms of death. Take comfort:
the pangs of death are now upon your lusts; they are struggling for
life. Keep on your prayers, and soon you will have a happy deliver!
ance.

But you say your comforts come too late, I am quite wearied out.
Never say it is too late, so long as God bids you pray, and you can
pray, and God's people have hearts to pray for you. If Peter be
delivered by midnight or by daybreak, it is as well as if .he had been
out a month before. God does not delay because He wIll not grant,
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but because He would quicken you, and stir you up to ask with
greater earnestness. If your petition be not according to His will,
never make it; but if it be, never leave it. Keeu on praying, as they
did in the text, until Peter came in among them.

Remember the poor widow, and learn from her not to be faint
or weary in your prayers-she had to deal with a judge, and not a
father--a hardy rigorous judge, and she was alone, a simple orator,
and yet she carried her suit by her importunity. If a judge, that
neither feared God nor regarded man, could thus be won, shall not
God avenge His own elect, who cry day and night unto Him,
although He bear long with them? What an encouragement is this
to continue in prayer, though God should delay long!

We here see that His delays are not denials. Oh Lord! help our
faith, that having precept, promise, God's servants, God's own
blessed Son, on our side, we may never be put off with any delay;
but may have strength to keep on our suit, so long as an hour or a
minute is left. Let us pray with faith and patience, not doubting
but God will bring about our deliverance, not only after delays, but
after all human means fail: which is the fourth circumstance in the
history before us worthy of our attention.

IV.

Many persons are apt to be stumbled when they see no outward
means of deliverance. Although they have the word of promise in
their hands, yet they are tempted to think their case desperate, when
they see no way open to escape. And when this comes after many
and long delays, it is often discouraging. But we should consider
that the Lord never wants means. St. Peter had good reason to say
from his own experience, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver His
people "-He is never at a loss. If they know how to pray, He
always knows how to deliver. His wisdom is infinite to find out
means, His power is almighty to carry them into execution, nay, if
need be, to create them. He is the Lord of hosts: all creatures and
all elements obey Him. If we want His help at land or sea, He is
Lord of all. If we be in prison, He can open any jail. He can make
strangers and enemies, yea all things, work together for our good.
Look not then at the want of means, but at His promise,
Who can work without means and against means. Cast thy care
upon God, and He will care for thee. Is thy burden poverty? Cast
it upon Him, and He will help thee. Is it sin or sorrow? Whatever
it be, He can bear it, and discharge thee.

But still thou art afraid, thou seest no means. Suppose they had
reasoned, in Peter's case, as thou dost? If we had a friend at court
to use his interest with Herod, or if we had a friend in the watch
whom we could bribe, or if the jailer would suffer us to come at
Peter, then we might have some hopes; but now all human means
fail us, why need we pray any longer? They had more faith than to
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reason in this manner. They knew that God had means out of our
reach. If men could not deliver Peter, an angel should. If thou
believest, He will find or create means to deliver thee. All things
are possible to him that believeth.

But thou seest so many difficulties in the way, that thy case seems
desperate, and it is not possible to help thee. What are difficulties
to Him, Who speaks the word, and all nature obeys? His power is
shut out of no place, and is everywhere almighty. Does thy case
require more power than Peter's did? Go to the prisor:l, there is a
strong guard. Pass the guard, there is a door. Pass it, there is a
chain. Get through it, there is an iron gate-and come at last to
Peter, he is chained fast to two men. What do all these avail against
God? If Peter's friends can break through all these discouragements
to prayer, God will break through these and a thousand more to
their comfort. .

" Oh, but," says weak faith, "God works no wonders at present."
No? What, is not His name still the wonderful God? Is not His
power and His wisdom as great as ever? Are not His promises as
good? Is not His love, and our want of it, as much as ever? Have
we not still the same loving Saviour, and the same interest in Him?
All things stand as they did before. And if we use the former means,
we shall mfallibly find the former success, and God will do exceed
ing abundantly above all that we can either ask or think. We have
the Lord's promise for this, and our own experience. What man is
there anyway acquainted with God and this holy duty, who ever
found his prayers unsuccessful? When didst thou ever speak to thy
heavenly Father but He answered thee with some ease or some
comfort? When didst thou ever pray, but thy heart was somewhat
refreshed? Fear not then but the Lord will still do wonders. Is any
thing too hard for God? Has He made any promise that He cannot
perform? No, certainly. Faith finds no variableness in Him nor
shadow of turning, but experiences Him to be the God that heareth
prayer, the same yesterday, today, and for ever.

The history would afford many more practical remarks, but here
I stop. Let these four suffice. First, when God intends to deliver
His people out of any trouble, He puts it into their hearts to pray for
deliverance. Secondly, their prayers are always successful-although,
thirdly, God delays to give them an answer for some time. And
fourthly, when He does answer, He wants no means to bring about
His gracious purposes.

My Christian brethren, consider these particulars with attention,
and see whether there be not great reason for you to beg of God
that He would give you at this time the spirit of prayer and supplica
tion. If He does not make us a praying people, it may be feared
that He will give us over to destruction; for look around you. See
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the troubles of Europe. Does not your heart bleed for the shedding
of so much Christian blood? E~amine the state of the Christian
churches. What coldness and deadness is there in some? And how
greatly are they, who have a little life, opposed and persecuted?
Consider the danger that threatens the Protestant interest. Are not
these so many loud calls upon you to use your interest with God,
that He would put a stop to these general calamities? And then
look around this kingdom, and see whether it does not stand in need
of your urayers; is there any corner of the island wherein vice does
not abound? And does not the number of swearers and cursers far
exceed the number of those who mourn and pray; yea, so far, that
I fear for one prayer, there are a thousand oaths and profane curses?
And though God has been punishing us, yet we are neither reformed
nor humbled. We neither deny ourselves our diversions nor our sins.
Long have we been declining, and now our friends abroad and at
home are encompa~sed with sins so provoking, with enemies so
numerous and mighty, that we are brought to this extremity, we
must either make our way through all by prayer, or else we perish.
The imagination of man cannot devise how we should long subsist
under our pressing evils, unless we call in mercy and help from
heaven. Let so many of us as know what our interest is in God, and
what the power of prayer is, now in earnest address ourselves to this
duty. And we need not fear, but since God allows us a time for
prayer, He will also find a time for our deliverance from all our
troubles.

But here is our greatest danger-the Lord's people are not stirred
up to be hearty and earnest in praying to see an end of these
troubles. There seems to be among them a great coolness and back
wardness to the duty. This is the worst sign of the times. We have
but one remedy, and that we do not take. My Christian friends and
brethren, if this be your case, beg of God to give you the spirit of
prayer and supplication. I have been urging you by several motives
to do your duty in these troublesome times; you see and know what
it is, now go and practise it. Your weapon is prayer, may God give
you grace to use it. If you use it with faith, it will prevail, yea, it
will be almighty, in heaven and earth. Whatever you want, prayer
can supply you. Do you want your corruptions abated? Pray
against them. Would you have your graces increased? Pray' for
them. Would you have the afflicted churches comforted, and our
own church and kingdom restored to peace and tranquility? You
may relieve them by prayer. If God intends to try us with greater
troubles and persecutions, prayer is necessary, that you may be fitted
for them. On all these accounts you cannot but see that there is
great need of prayer, and if you do pray, that there are great hopes
~f success. Oh, then, let us l,ay aside all trifling matters, and attend
strictly to this. Let us leave off so much talking about what belongs
to statesmen, let our subject be what belongs to private Christians.
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Let us pray more, and talk less. Let us speak more to God, and less
of men. Speak as much as you will for men, but say nothing against
them out of an ordinance. Whatever you have to say against them,
let it be in prayer to God for· them. This is the Christian's duty, and
God grant it may be the Christian's practice.

Let me leave this one consideration upon your minds. When the
public exercises of the Lord's Day are ended, take up the Bible and
read the history we have been meditating upon. See whether it doe.s
not contain more encouragements to pray fOr the peace of our
Jerusalem than I have now used-and while your heart is warm
with the subject, put it in practice. Go to the throne of grace at the
appointed hour, and use your interest with Him that sitteth upon
the thronc. Do not spend your evening in talking of other men's
matters, but mind your own duty. The less they mind theirs, the
more you should pray for them. And instead of prating, as I hear
many professors of religion prate, "Oh that we might have more
public fasts, more public meetings for prayer, more general reforma
tions, &c.," get thee into thy closet, and set about thy own reforma
tion as soon as thou wilt. Pray and fast, as long as thou wilt, and
the more thou "'rowest in grace, the more wilt thou pray for others,
as well as thyself. Let us all, then, with one heart and one voice now
begin, and God grant we may pray without ceasing, as they did in
the text, until we obtain the like deliverance. And what sweeter,
what more suitable, what more devout words can we find where
with to conclude, than the collect of our church for this day?

" Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in
heaven and earth, mercifully hear the supplications of thy people,
and grant us thy peace all the days of our life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen."

SOME live as though God did not exist. As Psalm 10: 4 puts it,
" God is not in all their thoughts." The godly man is the opposite
of this. One who knew the men of the "Clapham sect" wrote:
" I recal! an abiding sense of religious responsibility, a self-sacrificing
energy in works of mercy, an evangelistic zeal, an aloofness from the
World, and a level of saintliness in daily life, such as I do not expect
again to see realised upon earth. Everythinig down to the minutest
of details was considered with reference to eternity. Daily duty was
done as in The Great Taskmaster's eye. Money was regarded as a
sacred trust, and people of comfortable incomes kept their expendi
ture within narrow limits that they might contribute largely to
objects which they held sacred.-C. CARTER (Feb., 1958).
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PILGRIM PAPERS

"TELL THY SERVANT"

WHEN David was being sought for by his implacable enemy, Saul,
he poured out his heart in his request, "0 Lord Cod, I beseech
Thee, tell Thy servant" (1 Sam. 23: 11). In his prayer he, as it
were, told his never-failing Refuge, his Friend and Helper, his
Saviour, the state of affairs of the threatened invasion. What should
he do? "Tell Thy servant." Would Keilah betray him? They
would, the Lord told him. So he acted accordingly.

But the children of God are not all the time fighting with Saul
and the men of Keilah; yet they want the same help. "0 Lord,
what shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready t,o stone me"
(Exodus 17 : 4)-So Moses cried to Israel's God in the wilderness.

" WHAT SHALL I DO" must have had thousands of answers since
first asked-and "wait" has been the answer to hundreds of the
request. But it does not always meet the need; something needs to
be done. The variety of them forbids a list of needs, seen and
umeen. "0 Lord God of Terach, tell me."

The Christians of Caesarea did what they could to keep Paul
with them, but he would not be hindered (Acts 21 : 12-14).

Ezra (8: 21) "proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that
we might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of Him a right
way for us and for our little ones, and for all our substance."

It is not only for the little ones, "0 Lord, tell Thy servant."
There is an abundant reply in Proverbs 2 : 11 :

" \Vhen wisdom entereth into thine heart,
And knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul,
Discretion shall preserve thee,
Understanding shall keep thee."

" Lord, tell Thy servant what to do " may be answered in applica
tion to something to be done now. Why delay? My father,
knowing that my younger brother was very anxious to go to sea,
took him to one of the shipping offices to see about him. The
manager and my father debated over it, and the manager said,
"Well, come in the morning, and we shall see." They were about
to go, when my father said, " Couldn't it be done now?" "0 well,
yes, I think so," and the happy youth went home to tell his good
news.

If it is a case of writing a fault-finding letter to an elder, it is a
good thing to take care. "Rebuke not an elder, entreat him as a
father."

The last command in the Bible comes when John was attempting
to worship the angel. The angel said, " See thou do it not."

~FOLLOWER-ON.
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By THE LATE REV. DR. D. A. DOUDNEY.

" For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched: with the
feeling of our infirmities,. but was in all points tempted fike as
we are, yet without sin."-HEB. 4: 15.

"TOUCHED with a feeling of our infirmities"! What a precious
expression this is! Something so soothing, so inwardly strengthening
and cheering and hope-revIving to a poor tempted soul.

. Not merely knowing the infirmities, what they are, how many they
are, or who the subject of them, but having a thorough familiarity,
acquaintance, and understanding of them, from personal realisation;
for surely the declaration of the Holy Ghost, in the second chapter
of this same Epistle, gives the warrant for this assertion: there we
read that this glorious High Priest" took not on Him the nature of
angels, bu t the seed of Abraham; that in all things it BEHOVED Him
(literallv, it was a profit, an advantage, a help to him !-how won
derful the language touching our God!) to be made like unto His
brethren"; and why? in order "that he might be a merciful
(pitiful, compassionate) and faithful high priest in things pertaining
to God."

As if it were not sufficient that He, as God, in and by His
omniscience, should know all that His people were, and all that they
suffered, in common with mankind at large; but, in order (we had
nearly said) that He might the better understand? but we would
rather say, that He might give His children the more readily to
oomprehend, He came down into their very state and circumstances;
so that" He Himself having suffered being tempted (or tried), He is
able (and in this very word is included the disposition or willingness
-mark this, ye doubting ones!) to succour them that are tempted" ;
or, in other words, that He, having Himself, in His own sacred
person, been tried or put to the test by temptation and trial, can by
the experience which He hath gained thereby, aid, help, run to the
assistance of those that are in trial or temptation. As if a tender
hearted father, or an affectionate brother, seeing the one they loved
in jeopardy and danger, ran to their aid.

We believe we shaH not be charged with having done violence to
this text; for the words certainly bear this construction. And the
language before us is equally comforting: "that we have not an high
priest who cannot be touched (cannot so sympathise with, cannot be
so affected in the same manner as another, as to have compassion
on) with the feeling of our infirmities (with our weakness, powerless
ness, frailty, affliction) but was in all points (in every possible par
ticular) tempted like as we are, yet without sin."

-,
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We know this last clause will be attended with at least some
degree of pain to sin-harassed souls; they will be ready to give their
assent and consent to all that touches upon the sympathy, the
tenderness, of Jesus, in connection with his poor tried brethren, as
far as those trials have to do with the common afflictions, sorrows,
and pains of everyday life; with these they doubt not Jesus has a
heart to sympathise, and a hand to help: but, oh, with sin, how can
Jesus (who was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners)
have sympathy?

Beloved, sympathy with sin is one thing, sympathy with the sinner
is another. Though the Lord Jesus could say what you cannot,
"The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me," yet
we can form no conception how far He can and does sympathise
with those who, tempted to sin, and in measure falling under the
power of sin, feel within a warfare, a struggling, a holy contention
against it. The flesh loves sin, and, as flesh, always will love it; but
you cannot deny that hatred you feel to it, and to yourself, on
account of it.

Under the immediate power of temptation, and in that battle
after battle in which the soul is called to engage against it and
the tempter, he cannot distinguish between the mere temptation to
sin, ,and the actual commission of it; the conflict is so great, the
contention so bewildering, and at the same time absorbing, that, so
to speak, the man has not the opportunity, nor has he the judgment
even though he had the opportunity, to make this all-important
distinction. He is like onc engaged in a dread contest, who cannot
stay to consider his position, or estimate his strength; the warfare
resembles that of two mighty armies, whose very conflict produces
a disorder that renders it for a season impossible to decide which
has the advantage. It is not until the Lord rebukes the tempter, and
the Spirit breaks in with new light, that the soul discovers it has been
resisting, contending against, and not yielding to, an enemy which
he hates with a perfect hatred. Surely it is after such exercises as
these, and when the Spirit hath lifted up a standard against the
enemy that came in like a flood, that the soul is brought feelingly
to realise the sympathy of our great High Priest, and to know experi
mentallv that precious promise, "But God of all grace, who hath
called us into His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have
suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you"
(1 Peter 5 : 10).

There is, moreover, a still hig;her ground of experience than this;
and, which being so little understood, is the more spoken against
and abused.

The one object of the Spirit, in His divine instruction, is the
exaltation of Christ, and the total overthrow of all creature wisdom
and strength. This surrender of the creature to the mind, will, and
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entire dominion ofJesus, is generally brought about by a long and
fiery pro~ess. It is not the mere humbling of a sinner as previously
and up to that period at enmity, but it, is the ,bringing down toa state
of entire nothingness, and absolute helplessness and ppverty, the
believer as a believer; to surrender, as such all his fancied wisdom,
strength, and long and anxiously-cherished knowl~dge and
experience in Zion's pathway, in order that Christ, and He alone,
may be his hope, his strength, his life, his all and in all !

Here comes. forth the 'sympathies, .the suitability, and the su"ffi
ciency of Jesus, indeed; when the soul, bereft of its ALL, both as a
s£nner and as ii saint (mark this) can say with Paul, "most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christmay rest upon me." It possible, this last surrender is more
trying th~n the former, but it mustbe made ere the soul will know
the fulness and the blessedness of that declaration, "They that
believe do enter into rest," a resting in the, finished work of Christ;
never ceasing to fight with the world, the flesh, and the devil, yet
knowing neither war nor warfare, but sitting down calmly and
contentedly in the triumphs of Christ, without tumult or tossing. It
may seem paradoxical, beloved; but such is the true nature of Gospel
liberty, and that holy freedom wherewith Jesus makes His people
free.

And this is to be the peaceful, issue of all your conflicts. This is
the one end an!;! object which the Lord hath in view, in leaving you
apparently by yourself to wage war with sin and Satan: you are
thoroughly to wear out, your strength, your wisdom, your courage,
your efforts, are all utterly to fail; you are seemingly to fall and that
most disas'rously, before the power of the enemy, in order that
Newton's words mity be found to be as true as they are timely :-

"The more I strove agamst sin's power,
I sinned and stumbled but the more;

Till late I heard my Saviour say,
, Come hither, soul: I am the way.' "

This is both the heart and the hand, the will and the way, that
the soul needs; and having found this, he gLadly renounces self, sinful
self and righteous self; his vileness as a sinner first coming to Christ
and his legal strivings as a saint, after knowing somewhat of Christ:
all, all he renounces, in order that Christ may be believed in, and
acknowledged, as his wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption.

Admitted to this blessed secret, he will exclaim with the apostle,
"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, bl.:t
Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for
me." He puts off the old man with his deeds; denies the flesh,
disowns his own former self as an enemy and a traitor; and, if

-.
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overtaken in a fault, if sin appears to gain the mastery, Christ is his
shelter, his refuge, his hope; and, whilst he abhors sin, loaths self, and
looks and longs for complete and everlasting separation, his comfort
is, " It is no more I (not I, the new man, Paul; not myself, my own
better mind, my own better will, inclination, and desires; not I, in
that inner man which stands one with Christ, and Christ one with
it) but sin (that carnal-minded, polluted devil) that dwelleth in me."

Brethren, whilst this is making a proper distinction, it is neither
parleying with sin nor making a league with Satan. It is only coming
to a right judgment in all things, "rendering unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's." The
one is of the earth earthy; the other is of the Lord from heaven.
The former has to do with the first Adam; the latter with the Second.

May our sympathising Lord, "touched ,as He is with a feeling of
our infirmities, and tempted in all points as He has been, yet without
sin," speedily open our eyes more clearly and conclusively to these
all-important, soul-comforting truths.

" Jesus, lead us by Thy power
Safe into the promis'd rest:

Choose our path, and ever keep us
In the way Thou seest best.

Be our Guide in ev'ry peril,
Watch and guard us night and day,

Else our foolish hearts will wander
From Thy presence far away.

" Nothin~ can preserve our going,
But Thy grace so full and free;

Nothing can our souls dishearten,
But forgetfulness of Thee:

Nothing can delay our progress,
Nothing can disturb our rest,

If we can, whate'er the danger,
Lean, 0 Saviour, on Thy breast.

"In Thy presence we are happy,
In Thy presence we're secure;

In Thy presence all afflictions
We can easily endure:

In Thy presence we can conquer,
We can suffer, we can die;

For from Thee, we faint and languish,
Oh, our Saviour, keep us nigh! "

(W. Williams, 1772).

-D. A. DOUDNEY, in Sympathy, 1862.
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ALPHA AND OMEGA

By WILLIAM ROMAINE
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TAKE a little specimen of our testimony for Him in the year 1786.
Our motto has been generally Hebrew. The present was, " I am
Alpha and Omega» : Alpha is the first, Omega is the last letter of
the Greek alphabet. So Christ is the Beginning and Ending, and all
between from first to last.

He is all in all (Rev. 1 : 8) saith the Lord Himself, the God of
truth, Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come, the great I AM,
from everlasting to everlasjng, the Almighty, Jesus the God of
nature, the God of grace, the God of providence, the God of glory.
He is the first Author of all the divine works in creation and in
providence, the first cause of all the divine works in grace and in
glory: He is the Beginning and the Ending; all things are made by
Him and for Him.

Blessed are they who have begun the new year looking to Jesus;
they will find in Him everything they can wish to save them from
sin and misery, and to make them truly holy and eternally happy;
for blessed are all they that put their trust in Him. We are come
together this morning to devote ourselves afresh to His service, and
to begin the year as we hope to end it, in the faith of the Son of
God. He is our Alpha and Omega; and yours, I hope, and Mrs. I.'s.

I will give the heads of our subject, the rest your own meditation
will supply.

1. He is Alpha, the God of nature, who created all things in
heaven and in earth (see Col. 1 : 16-19; Psalm 102 : 25, &c.). Every
thing that exists (excepting sin) owes its being to Jehovah-Jesus; for
He is of the same essence, has the same attributes and perfections
with the Father. This truth stands upon a rock, and is the founda
tion of our faith; namely, that Emmanuel, the God-man Christ
Jesus, is the Alpha and Omega of our salvation.

2. The God of grace: for as He is the Lord God Almighty, what
could be wanting in His life to make His obedience for us an infinite
righteousness; or· in His death, to render it a full, perfect, and suffi
cient sacrifice for sin? And the benefit of His life and death can
come to you and me in no other way than as an act of the freest
grace: and we cannot receive it by any other means than by
believing the Father's testimony concerning His Son. Are we wise
unto salvation? It is the teaching of our great Prophet Jesus; He is
the Author and the Finisher, too ,of that faith by which we reap the
fruit of His atonement and of His righteousness, and by which also
we enjoy all the graces of the Spirit in earth and in heaven; as
John] : 16. And, amongst the rest, a life of sweet dependence on
Him for all temporal things; for He is,
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3. The God of prov£dence; when He has taug;ht us the safety
and happiness of trusting; our souls in His hands, He calls for the
exercise of this by leaving; our bodies, and all their concerns, with
Him. He calls for it-" Cast all your care upon me for meat, and
drink, and clothing: I will provide. Trust, and be not aft"aid; I will
manag;e your health and comforts; yea, I will make sickness and
troubles real blessings.'" 0 sir, this is paradise; it is the believer's
present heaven! He lives by faith at all times, and for all things,
bad and g;ood, sick and well, poor ,as well as rich; in all, He has
fellowship with Jesus, who satisfies his heart,. that He loves him too
well to try him with anything; put what is for. his good. This is a
sovereign antidote against all temporal distresses, and really turns
them into spiritual blessings. It is o.ur philosopher's stone. I p~ay

God you may find it,.and thereby enrich yourself with all you want,
as well asall you have; yea, with the unsearchable riches of Christ;
for He is,

4. The God of glory, lengthening His grace into eternity. For
this He gave Himself unto d<;ath ; it was to purchase for us eternal
life, as you may see, John17 ; 20-25. In this prayer I wish you and
the family an interest. Pray for yours, in our dear Lord,
Letter 23, Jan., 1786. W. ROMAINE.

Obituary

MRS. ELIZA THYER (NAILSEA, SOMERSET), 87

THE Church of Holy Trinity, Nailsea, near Bristol, and Evang;elistic
effort over a wide sphere, have suffered a great loss in the Home Call
of Mrs. Thyer. She and her husband, who predeceased her by
twelve years, were warm-hearted supporters of missionary work at
home and abroad. She herself spent some years in South Africa for
the sake of the Gospel.

, So long as strength permitted, she was a regular worshipper at
Holy Trinity. She had strong convictions, and was able to express
them, but was at all times a humble follower of the Lord.

For some time past her friends have been saddened as they saw
how strength was declining. On February 10th she was removed to
the Manor Park Hospital, Bristol, and at five o'clock in the morning
of February 15th the call was g;iven for her to enter the Father's
home.

The tired body was laid to rest in Holy Trinity Churchyard on
February 19th, in the presence of a goodly number of friends. The
service was conducted by the Rector, the Rev. W. Russell Davey,
assisted by Dr. R. F. White, her physician, who read the Lesson.
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In a brief address, the Rector emphasised the truth that is it is
said of all true believers they are in Christ now, so it is with those
who have fallen asleep; they sleep "in Jesus." This union death
cannot dissolve. Concerning the resurrection it is said, "The dead
in Christ shall rise first." But further, those who sleep are even now
with Him-" Having a desire to depart to be with Christ, which is
far better." The comforting assurance given to the dying thief was,
" This day thou shalt be WITH ME in paradise."

He then spoke of the inscription which Mrs. Thyer placed upon
the memorial stone over her husband's grave, " SAVED BY GRACE/'
and concluded that he was sure that the deceased lady would desire
no other commendation but this, " A sinner saved by grace."

Poetry

FRESH SPRINGS

" All my fresh springs are in Thee."-PsALM 87: 7.
With Thee, Eternal God, may we

In lasting union live;

The secret of Thy hidden life

To us, Thy children, give.

Our hungry spirits crave each day

To drink in fresh supplies;

It is alone from founts divine

That living waters rise.

And only as we live in Thee

Will fruit and leaf not fail;

Only as we are linked with Heaven

On earth we shall prevail.

Upon the tablets of our heart

Write precepts of Thy law,
And as we walk life's path with Thee

May we rejoice with awe.
~T. PITTAWAY.

Rodden Rectory, Frame.
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SECURITY

Tune: Bishopsgarth.

Rejoice, the Lord Jehovah reigns,
We know that He is using

The storms that sweep across the earth
For purpose of His choosing.

The mountains He has weighed in scales,
And knows the hills by measure,

And He will safely guard from ill

The people of His treasure.

Through all the dangers of our way

His right hand will uphold us,
And when the tempest drives apace

His tender wings enfold us,
For all of those who wait for Him

His sovereign grace sustaineth,
And though the conflict rages keen

We know the Lord God reigneth.

We do not look for what is seen,
But to the future glory

Of those who follow Jesus Christ
And live the Gospel story;

Theirs is the fadeless diadem,
Theirs is the joy unending,

Theirs is the song of ransomed hosts
With angel chorus blending.

-T. PITTAWAY.

Rodde11J. Rectory, Frame.

AN Army Chaplain to the Camel Corps took the Camel as his text,
and showed three ways in which men could follow its example. It
kneels in the morning to take its load; it kneels during the day to
have it adjusted; and it kneels at night to have it removed.
-St. Stephen's, Clapham Park, Parish Magazine.
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Miscellaneous Papers

FOREIGN AID COMMITTEE

139

A MEETING was held at Providence Independent Chapel on January
28th. In the absence, on account of illness, of Mr. J. W. Rowlands,
the Rev. Cyril B. Carter, Vicar of St. Stephen's, Clapham Park,
presided. The Rev. H. Anton, Incumbent of Emmanuel, Brighton,
read the Scriptures.

Mr. R. Peckham gave an account of the hard work done by the
Brighton section, and paid a special tribute to the work of Mr.
T. R. and Miss Payne.

Mr. Carter spoke on Hebrews 12 : 1, and remarked on the fact
that, although the word "patience" does not occur in the Old
Testament, it appears forty times in the New, and it means" hold
ing one's ground." The company of Hebrew Christians in Rome
had, after conversion, passed through great conflict of sufferings,
been thrown into prison, exposed to derision, had their goods
confiscated, but had stood well. As years passed, they grew weary
and backslid, so this Epistle with" let us run with patience the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus " was written.

Captain R. M. Stephens, C.M.G., R.N., gave a most encouraging
account of the effect of the Word of God in certain towns in
s9uthern Europe. He referred to the forthcoming elections in Italy,
and the likelihood of increased persecution of Protestants in Italy.

Grati tude was expressed to the Trinitarian Bible Society for
generous grants of free Scriptures for distribution in Roman
Catholic countries.

A meeting of the Foreign Aid Committee is to be held at "The
Ho~se of Prayer" Guest House, Queen's Gardens, Eastbourne, on
Wednesday, March 5th, at 3 p.m. The Rev. Canon Sheldon, Vicar
of Holy Trinity, Eastbourne, will preside, and the speakers will be
Mr. A. T. Tasker and the Rev. Cyril B. Carter, Vicar of St.
Stephen's, Clapham Park.
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CURRENT TOPICS

ST. MARY-LE-PORT-A NEW CHAPTER

A new chapter in the work and witness of St. Mary-Ie-Port,
Bristol, opened on Tuesday, February 18th, 1958, when the Rev.
W. Dodgson Sykes,M.A., was instit~ted in Bristol Cathedral by the
Bishop of Bristol as first Rector of the United Benefice and Parish
of St. John the Baptist with St. Mary-Ie-Port. In the evening of
the same day he was inducted in St. John the Baptist Church (the
Church on the Wall) by the Archdeacon of Bristol, the Venerable
P. G. Reddick, MA

The evening service was attended by a large congregation, and the
packed Church followed every part of the service with intense
spiritual feeling. It was a moving and historical occasion, which will
long be remembered by those who were present and took part in
the service.

Among those present were Alderman Sir John Hampden Inskip,
K.B.E., and Lady Inskip, J. P. D. R. Ormiston, Esg. (Wimborne),
Dr. Lydia M. Houghton, and many others, including clergymen and
ministers. Messages were received from the Archdeacon of Bucking
ham (the Venerable Gordon D. Savage), Principal Hug-h Jordan
(Northwood), the Rev. T. R. Horan (Dublin), the Rev. W. Russell
Davey (Nailsea), and others.

The Lesson-the second chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians
with its wonderful witness to the richness of God's sovereign grace,
was movingly read by Sir John Inskip. It set the tone of the whole
service, and was listened to with an attentive silence that could be
felt.

The actual induction service was very simple throughout. There
was no procession of robed clergy. Principal Stafford Wright (Tyn
dale Hall) led the service. The induction itself consisted of short
passages on the work of the ministry read by the. Archdeacon,
followed by the Archdeacon's question, " Will you be diligent in ...,"
to which the answer was given) "I will do so, the Lord being my
helper."

The hymns were the well-known hymns:

" Praise the Lord, ye heavens adore Him" (author unknown),
" Great Shepherd of Thy people, hear" (John Newton),

" Rejoice, the Lord is King" (Charles Wesley).
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The second hymn contained the verses:

Great Shepherd of Thy people, hear,
Thy presence now display;

As Thou hast f{iven a place for prayer,
So give us hearts to pray.
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And may the Gospel's joyful sound,
Enforced by mighty grace,

Awaken many sinners round
To come and fill the place.

The hymns, which were sung by the whole congregation (without
the aid of a choir), were a marked feature of the happy service.

The Archdeacon's address, which largely consisted of an exposi
tion of the Epistle to the Philippians, was listened to with close
attention. Mr. Reddick spoke of Paul's sense of "the fellowship of
the Gospel" (1 : 5), especially with the first converts at Philippi
(Lydia the seller of purple, the Philippian jailor). In the course of
his address he quoted at length words and passages from the Epistle,
including" the furtherance of the Gospel" (1 : 12), "to me to live
is Christ" (1 : 21), "with one mind striving together for the faith
of the Gospel" (1: 27), the example of Christ (2: 5-11), "holding
forth the word of life" (2: 16), "that I may win Christ, and be
found in Him not having mine own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of
His resurrection" (Phi!. 3: 8-10).

The Archdeacon referred to St. Mary-Ie-Port as a congregation
which, in not asking for the re-building of its bombed church, had
made possible the building of a new church in one of the new areas.
He also said that he knew the congregation as essentially a mission
ary onc, and spoke of the union of the two ancient churches as an
eX<ll1lple of Christian sacrifice and service.

The Rector thanked all concerned in the making of the new
arrangement and especially those who for seventeen years had given
hospitality to the congregation of St. Mary-Ie-Port's bombed church.

Thl' offering at the service amounted to £24 Is. Od.

It W<lS a day much to be remembered. By a coincidence it was
the same day of the year when in 1917 the Rev. A. J Day was
inslitlltC'd and inducted as Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port, a day which
the ]aU' Miss Ruth Cowell described in The Gospel Magazine (1917)
as " :1 day for the setting-up of another glad Ebenezer, another stage
in lhe history of that time-honoured church."

-I
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MR. B. S. TAYLOR'S RETIREMENT (MARCH)

At the end of March Mr. B. S. Taylor will retire from his post as
Business Manager of The Gospel Magazine. Our friends will know
something of the value of his faithful and indefatigable work for
the Magazine over so many years.

He has never failed it, and, under God, there is largely due to
him the continuance of the Magazine (which so many value in this
country, in Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, as well as in New Zealand,
Austr,alia, Canada, the United States, and other parts of the world).
We mention this again while we have opportunity of doing so when
he is still active in its production and circulation.

The Trustees of the Magazine, realising the essential value of Mr.
Taylor's long work and also the fact that it would have been easy
for him at any time to have gone to more remunerative posts, have
opened a RETIREMENT FUND.

We hope that all friends who value all that Mr. ~aylor has so
self-sacrificingly done for the Magazine and who may feel led to help
at this time will do so by sending their gifts to E. G. Eade, Esq.
(Chairman of the Trustees, The Gospel Magazine), 69 Fleet Street,
London, E.C.4.

We wish Mr. Taylor God's blessing in his days of retirement.

THE REV. E. H. TITCOMBE

The Rev. Eric H. Titcombe, a friend of The Gospel Magazine,
has recently become Rector of Great Orton, some five miles from
Carlisle, Cumberland. There will no doubt be some of our readers
who will be glad to know his address. His telephone number is
Dalston 262.

He writes: "The good hand of my God has been upon me ...
The Lord has been very gracious."

He was previously cur,ate at CarIton, Nottingham, with the Rev.
E. Morris, who attended the Institution in CumberIand.

The Church at Great Orton has had an Evangelical ministry for
some years. Friends will wish Mr. Titcombe God's blessing and
strength in the new ministry to which he has been called.


