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"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."
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NEWS OF THE EDITOR

No. 2289
Old Series

By the good hand of our God upon him, the Rev. W. Dodgson
Sykes is now making satisfactory progress after his recent operation,
and at the moment of writing Mrs. Sykes and he are away in
Bournemouth recuperating. Wc thank God for answered prayer on
their behalf. M r. Sykes has sent us some account of his experiences
in hospital, and of the Lord's graciolls dealings with him while there.
This wc feel makes a very fitting contribution to Wayside Notes this
month, the reading of which we know will rejoice the hearts of his
many friends.

THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, "VORDS OP .SPIRITUAl. CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

A WORD TO THE DISCONSOLATE

" I am often driven to the conclusion that I have neither part nor
lot in the matter." Such langauge is by no means uncommon. It
is an expression of feeling by no means rare in the history of many
of the family of faith, who as yet are unable to "read their title
clear to mansions in the skies."

What arc the grounds, and upon what foundation do they rest,
which cause so many who have the life of God in their souls to
write bitter things against themselves? They know that not one
thing has failed of all the good things which God has promised. yet
the language of their souls seems as full of doubt.
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OBJECTION 1 : I AM SO DEAD.

But he that cries out" I am dead," does by that VI"l'Y ny /olive
the best evidence that he is alive. There is a death alld :1 "011111/:.1.1.

There is a life and a liveliness; a man may be living, alld YI·1. Ilot be
lively, as a sick person. So a man may be under SOliI(' dC':IlIIlCSS,
and yet not be dead. A man may complain: "011' lily Ill'lIrt is
dead," yet this argues that it is but a deadness that is ill oJlJlllsi lion
to liveliness, else he could not feel his own deadness. i\ 111:111 111:ll is.
stark dead cannot feel that he is dead. There is therefore. 110 reason
to be cast down.

OBJECTION 2 : My HEART IS SO HARD.

Consider whether there be not a ~reat mistake about 11:tr<IIlI'SS and
softness of heart. A hard thing does not yield to the IOlldl. but a
soft thing does. Pharaoh's heart was hard. Why? BC'C;lIlsc' Iit' did
not yield to God; he had not a yielding disposition. MallY :l poor
soul complains that his heart is hard, yet he has a yiC'idin,L!; disposi
tion to every truth, a yielding disposition to every anliclion and
dispensation of God. If there is a yielding dispositioll. to yield to
every truth of God, to yield to every touch of the Lord's hand,
know from the Lord that here is a soft heart.

OBJECTION 3: I AM SO DULL IN PRAYER.

"As the thistle," says an old writer, "is a good sign of a fat
ground, though it be an ill weed; so the sense of your dlllln('ss is a
good sign, though it be an ill weed." But consider: What is prayer
and the nature of it? Prayer is the outpouring of the SOli] to Cod;
not the pouring out of words, but the pourin~ out of 111(' soul.
Words are often a great way off from the soul; but si~hs and groans
are next the soul. Moreover, in that great charter, the Covenant
of Grace, the Lord proclaims that He regards rather the btu/, of the
heart more than the enlargement of the heart. He proclaims that
if a poor soul fail in prayer, He will not cast it ofI', hll t He will
rather be moved to pity it; and also that He will require no more
than He gives. He will give what He requires, and He will accept
what He gives.
OBJECTION 4: I AM RUT A BARREN FIG-TREE-A CUMBERER OF THE

GROUND.

Know that there is a difference between unfruitfulness and less
fruitfulness. Thirty is less than sixty, yet this is not unfruitfulness;
sixty is less than a hundred, yet this is not barrenness. Suppose you
cannot profit under the means, and are indeed unfruitful, yet there
is a great deal of difference between the unfruitfulness of the good
tree, and the barrenness of the barren fig-tree. A good man may be
unfruitful, yet he is very sensible of his unfruitfulness ; he does not
cumber the ground, that is, he does not hinder others. There is
cause to be humbled, but no cause to be discouraged.
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OBJECTION 5: I WANT ASSURANCE.

Though there may be much unbelief bound up in the want of
assurance, yet the bare want of assurance is not that unbelief that
shall damn one's soul to all eternity. "He that believeth on Him is
not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
of God" (John 3 : 18). But lest any poor soul should be afflicted
and troubled at these words, the Lord Jesus says: "This is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men love
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; for every one
that doeth evil hateth the light." This light is Christ. If there is a
desire to come to Christ, assurance will be given.

Have you been much discouraged? Refreshment will come,
though it be but the smallness of a hand. We may conclude that
more will come. When the Lord speaks peace, He speaks at first
by a small word, and then graciously gives the increase.
North Frodingham Vicarage. T. SHAW.

Poetry

THE WAY EVERLASTING

Lead me, 0 God, in the way everlasting,
Search me and try me and know all my thought,

Give me abundance of Thy blessed Spirit
That in my soul Thy sweet will may be wrought.

Though I should take the swift wings of the morning,
Dwelling in depths of the nethermost sea;

Surely that darkness from Thee would not cover,
Whither from Thee could my soul ever flee?

Thou hast beset me behind and before me,
And upon me Thou hast laid Thy strong Hand,

Such is the knowledge too wonderful for me!
How such great wisdom may I understand?

When I awake Thy strong arms do enfold me,
And in Thy service Thou markest my ways;

Well do I know that for me Thou hast mercy
And I will praise Thee through length of my days.

Rodden Rectory, Frame, Somerset. T. PIITAWAY.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

IN A BRISTOL HOSPITAL

A JOURNAL OF THE LORD'S GRACIOUS DEALINGS

By THE REV. W. DODGSON SYKES

" IT is serious, and it is no use trifling with it; it has to be dealt
with "-such was the import of the surgeon's brief word to me at
the hospital on Monday morning, December 29th, 1958, after X-rays
the week before. I went into hospital on Sunday morning, January
4th. The operation on Thursday, January 8th, was, I was told
afterwards, a complete success, and in the following days I began
to make a rapid recovery.

The Lord gave Mrs. Sykes and myself a heart at rest in Him,
whatever His will might be. Then, as days went on, there formed in
my mind the feeling that the way in which the Lord had sustained us
throughout the whole time of trial might be recorded for His glory,
and as an encouragement to His people who pass through many
trials of one kind or another. Hence this is written to magnify God
for His lovingkindness and graciousness.

As the personal note cannot help coming in, I wish it to be as
small as possible, so that not self is magnified, but our gracious Gael
Himself. As to self, we need to pray the prayer of Charles Wesley's
(or John Berridge's) lines:

" All that feeds my busy pride
Cast it evermore aside;
Bid my will to Thine submit;

Lay me humbly at Thy feet."

For some months the Lord had been preparing me for a possible
close of my time on earth and the call to His immediate presence.
For three years there had been growing weakness, and in the last
year this had become quite marked.

In the closing weeks of the old year the Lord had drawn to my
heart the words of the Apostles' Creed, and often I had quietly said
it to myself-it was so full of God Himself and so spiritual in its
truths.

THE HELP OF FRIENDS

When the time came so suddenly, we received much kind help
from friends.

First, the Church (St. John's with St. Mary-Ie-Port) had to be
supplied, and the Principal of Tyndale Hall (the Rev. .f. Stilfford
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Wright) and his Staff kindly undertook, with the students, to con
duct most of the services. On the first Sunday, January 4th, Dr. J. 1.
Packer and Mr. Morris Riddell preached, and since then, with the
help of the Rev. J. S. Bevan, the Staff and students have main
tained the services and ministry.

Next, The Gospel Maga;:.ine had to be provided for. With the
approval of the Chairman of the Trustees (E. G. Eade, Esq.), the
Rev. Harold R. H. Hill, of Cambridge, when approached, very
kindly undertook to serve in the emergency, and other friends
willingly offered to help him with articles. I feel sure that the
readers of the Magazine will uphold Mr. Hill in all the additional
work so unexpectedly thrust upon him yet so willingly undertaken
in the Lord's service.

ANSWERED PRAYER

Many letters came, both asstlfing us of remembrance at the
Throne of Grace and also handing on messages of encouragement
from God's \Vord.

Mr. Eade wrote: "It will be my privilege to remember you and
Mrs. Sykes at the Throne of Grace, and I pray that you may both
be upheld. 'Underneath are the everlasting arms.' "

A very pleasing letter came from t1l(' printers of The Gos/Jel
M aga;:;ine (Charles Elphick, Ltd., Shortrnead Street, Biggleswade,
Beds.), who have always been so efficient, kind, and helpful in the
production of the Magazine. Tt was written" for and on behalf of
all the staff of Charles Elphick. Ltd.." and stated: "You can rest
assured many prayers will be ot-fered for your restoration to health.
Be of g-ood heart."

The Churchwardens of St. John the Baptist with St. Mary-Ie-Port
(Mr. Ceorge Harris and Mr. H. F. Stevens) wrote on behalf of the
congregiltion, assuring of continual and earnest prayer and quoting
the words of the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6 : 24-26.

Other letters came from Dublin, from Northern Ireland, from
the Chairman of the Committee of the Trinitarian Bible Society.
and from many other friends. The reason why I have mentioned
these valued assurances of prayer is that God may be glorified as t/ie
Answerer of Prayer.

Afterwards there came to my mind the verse:

" Cod is the refuge of His saints,
When storms of sharp di,c;tress invade:

Ere we can offer 0\11' complaints,
Behold Him present with His aid."

Dr. Isaac Watts, 1719
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and again:
"When most we need His helping hand,

This Friend is always near;
With heaven and earth at His command,

He waits to answer prayer."
jose/Jh Swain, 1792.

It was wonderful how throughout the Lord sustained Mrs. Sykcs and
myself, and this record is written to His praise. We do thank most
heartily all who remembered us in prayer.

MESSAGES FROM THE WORD

On the eve of Christmas we were enabled, by the kindness of a
friend who drove us round in his car, to visit friends in sickness and
need. One visit was to an aged Christian. a,ged 92, now unable to
read for herself. As we read to her Psalm 23 the words of the last
verse came home with warmth to all!" own heart: :. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the clays of Ill)' life', and r will dwell
in the house of the Lord for ever."

In the hospital I received the helpful blood transfllsion, which
gave me new physical strength, and (as I wrote in the last issue of
The Gospel Magazine) very moving thoughts of" the precious blood
of Christ." I often said to myself the words of the hymn of Dr.
Watts:

Alas! and did my Saviour bleed:'
And did my Sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as ]?

Was it for crimes which I h<ld donc
He groaned upon the tree?

Amazing pity! gracc unknown!
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide.
And shut his glories in,

When God, the mighty Maker, died
For man, the creature's sin.

Thus might] hide my blushing face,
While His dear cross appe<lrs,

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness.
And melt my eyes to tears.

But drops of grief can ne'er repay
The debt of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give myself away;
'Tis all that I can do!

Then I read in St. Luke's Gospel the stOry of the Lord's own agony
in the garden (Luke 22: 39-46). There rrl1lained with me the
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words: "And their appeared an angel unto Him from heaven,
strengthening Him)) (verse 43).

At " The Epiphany" (January 6th) I went through the hymn of
the Bristol surgeon, William Chatterton Dix, which commences, " As
with gladness men of old," the last verse of which brought its look
forward to the glory of Christ:

" In the heavenly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down:
There for ever may we sing
Hallelujahs to our King! "

William Chatterton Dix. 1861.

"STEPS ORDERED"

A Christian lady, a member of St. Mary-le-Port Church. sent me
a postcard referring to "the stejJs)) as "ordered by the Lord»
(Psalm 37 : 23). As I thought of this, everything seemed la me to
have been prepared beforehand.

The surgeon, Mr. ---, was one of the most skilled and able of
surgeons, a man of prayer (who prays before his operations), a
Christian friend of many years' standing.

The Ward Sister was a Christian, and so were the two Staff
Nurses. I gave them copies of The GosjJel Maga;;.ine. One Staff
Nurse on the first day spoke to me of "The One and Only Friend
Who could help." Another Staff Nurse handed on to me Psalm 27
(much of which 1 could recall, and all of which I afterwards read).
The opening verse is :

"The LORD is my light and my salvation;
Whom then shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life:
Of whom then shall I be afraid?"

The closing verse is :

" Wait on the Lord:
Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart :
Wait, I say, on the Lord."

I read through Psalms 22 and 23, and my heart entered very
much into the words of Psalm 22. with its descriptions of the
sufl'erings of the Lord Jesus.

I started reading through the Book of Revelation, using, as I
have done for many years, the Morgan and Scott pocket-sized book
of "Acts to Revelation" (volume 8). It is an edition of the
Authorised Version, printed at the University Press, Oxford. It is in
good-sized print (11 point or small pica), and has eight pocket-sized
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volumes to cover the whole Bible. It is in beautifully arranged
paragraphs, without verses or chapter enumeration. I find it so
handy and so readable in this form, especially "The Gospels"
(volume 7). In" Revelation" I much enjoyed reading of Christ on
the Throne.

"SUGGESTIONS FOR MEDITATION .,

I had a talk with one of the hospital patients, and went through
with him the list of seven Texts given in the printed leaflet from
the Chaplains of the Hospital. They werc Ile;le!cd "SUG0ESTIONS
FOR MEDITATION," and were so lovely that I hand thcm on (I have
added the references) :

SUNDAY- "The eternal God is thy rc'fllgC. and underneath
are the everlasting ;1~IllS'" (Dcllt. 33 : 27).

MONnAY- "They that wait upon till' Lore! Sh.ll! rcnew
their strength" (Isaiah 40: :\1).

TUESDAY- "God is our hopc ane! strcllg·tll. ;I VtTy present
help in trouble ,. (Ps;t!1ll "1(; : 1).

\"'EDNESDAY-" Repcnt ye. ane! hclicVf' thl' Gospd" (Mark
1 : 15).

THURSnAY- "As the Father hath scnt Mc. I'ven so send I
you" (.John 20: 21 R.V.).

FRIDAY- "God so loved the worle!. that Ill' gave his only
begotten Son, that whosocvcr helieveth in him
should not perish, but ha\T everlasting life"
(John 3 : 16).

SATURDAY- " Praise the Lord. 0 nlV Salt!, and all that is
within me. praise Hi.shal), Name" (Psalm
103: 1, P.B,V.).

On the day of the operation (Thursday) I began the reading of
St. John's Gospel, reading John chapters 1 to 8 in the morning.
As I read" He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory; but
he that seeketh His glory that srnt Him. the same is true, and no
unrighteousness is in him" (sce John 7 : 14-19), I thought that this
was a much-needed word for us who have been called to the work
of the Ministry.

A HEART AT REST

When the time-3 p.m.-came for me to be taken to thl' opcr;Iting
theatre, several friends kindly gave me good wishes, ane! 0111' third
son, a medical student in his final year, accompanied !TII' in thc lift
up to the ante-room. I was kept in perfect peace. Thcn- W;IS little
delay, and I remember thinking over the proverb. " 7'lu' f('nr of man
bringeth a snare" (Proverbs 29: 25). After that 1 ITluclllhered
nothing more, not even the administration of the ;Inaesthetic.
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Some hours later, I do not know when, I heard a voice saying:
"Wake up, Mr. Sykes, wake up; it's all over." My heart gave a
leap of thankfulness to God that He was giving me a further time
on earth for my family and for the Church. I had been quite
prepared to go forward; but I had asked that, if it could be His
will, God would grant me at least a further little time in His service
on earth.

Throughout the trying days that followed I was graciously helped
and sustained. Kind messages were sent. One was a Christian card
"'Nishing you Quick Recovery"-it had on it, " Underneath are
the everla.,ting arms" (Deut. 33: 27) with the lines:

" Almighty Power for human weakness,
Everlasting Arms to take the strain,
Eternal Love in its completeness,
Enfold and strengthen you again."

B. M. Amo,.

Another card from Cambridge gave the text: " Now the Lord of
peace Himself give you peace always by all means ,. (2 Thess. 3 : 16),
which often recurred to my mind.

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER

At this time I began to use more feelingly the Morning Prayer in
our Prayer Book:

o Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God,
Who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend
us in the same with Thy mighty power, and grant that this
day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger,
but that all our doings may be ordered by Thy governance, to
do always that is righteous in Thy sight, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

I read the Morning psalm-Psalm 5 "Early in the morning will I
direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up" (verse3)-and also
the Psalms of thanksgiving for recovery-Psalms 30 and 116.

The lines of the Morning Hymn came constantly to mind:

"New every morning is the love
Our wakening and uprising prove;
Through sleep and darkness safely brought,
Restored to life, and power, and thought.

New mercies, each returning day,
Hover around us while we pray;
New perils past, new sins forgiven,
New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven."
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Similarly the words of the Evening hymn came night after night:

" All praise to Thee, my God, this night,
For all the blessings of the light;
Keep mc, 0 keep me, King of kings,
Beneath Thy own almighty wings.

Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son.
The ill that I this day have done;
That with the world, myself. ancl Thee,
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.

Oh! may my soul on Thee repose.
And may sweet sleep my eyelids close
Sleep that may me more vi.!!;orous llI;lke
To serve my God when I awake."

T!lalY/(Js 1\('11, 1695.

« SPIRITUAL COMi\IUNION ..

On the first Sunday, when unahle to do Illudl, I was !!;reatly
refreshed in heart and soul by "Spiritual Communion." In the
Book of Common Prayer there is a ruhric of provision for one
unable to receive the sacrament (or sign) of Christ's body and blood.
It reads:

"The Curate shall instruct him, that if he truly repent him
of his sins, and stedfastly believe that Jesus Christ hath suO'ereel
death upon the Cross for him, and shed Ilis hlood for his
redemption, earnestly remembering' the benefits he hath
thereby, and giving him hearty thanks therefore; he doth cat
and drink the body and blood of om Saviour Christ profitahly
to his soul's health, although he clo not receive the sacrament
with his mouth" (Rubric at the end of The Communion of
the Sick).

I did indeed repent of my sins (the spirit of true repentance was
given and felt). I did indeed stedfastly believe that the Lord Jesus
had suffered death upon the Cross for me and had shed His bloocl
for my redemption. I did indeed remember the benefits I hac! by
His sacrifice-forgiveness of sins, no condemnation, completc jll.sti
fication, acceptance in Him and eternal life-and I gave Him
hearty thanks for all His mercy, gTace, and lovingkindness. T can
truly say that I did (spiritually) "cat and drink the body and blood
of our Saviour Christ profitably to my soul's health," altlloll.gh T clid
not receive the sacrament with my mouth. It was indeed refreshing
to my soul, and it gave me a fresh sense of what it is really to feecl
upon Christ in the service of the Lord's Supper.
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FINAL COMMENTS

I add a few brief comments:
1. What wonderful skill is given to surgeons, doctors, and all

engaged in the work of our modern hospitals! "This also
cometh forth from the Lord of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel,
and excellent in working" (Isaiah 28: 29). How grateful we
should be for all their work and all the unremitting care of
matrons, sisters, and nurses.

2. How many there are that suffer (some more, some less), but all
needing" grace to help in time of need." How many in anxious
homes need the sympathetic word, with a lifting up the heart to
the One on High!

3. What a need (as well as often an opening) for the personal
ministry of the Word! I observed and felt so much the need of
the actual ministry of the Word itself-few seem really to know
what is in the Gospels and Epistles, and even a verse or small
portion openly read in visiting could be greatly used of God.
It was said of W. C. Burns, missionary to- China in 1847-1868,
"That's the man of the Book "-he held and read the Bible
wherever he went.

I also realised how helpful could be a letter or a card (perhaps
with a coloured picture of flowers on it).

4. "I believe Gael answers prayer" the chorus says, and I trust
that this personal record will be a little further illustration of that
truth. "He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him"
(Hebrews 11: 6).

5. I read in" A Hospital Prayer Book" (by MA; M.D.; F.R.G.S.) :
"While a courageous and carefree patient is always a good
subject for an operation, the form of courage most helpful to
recovery is that based upon trust in God, the readiness to accept
whatever may come and make the best of it, for this is the peace
of God" (page 45).

6. Though I had often visited in hospitals, I felt that I had never
before realised personally what often faced those in the hospitals
and what some of them went through. This gave a new sympathy
with them.

7. This led on my thoughts to the Lord Jesus as the sympathetic
High Priest, "Who in the days of His flesh, when He had
offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears
unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard
in that He feared; though He were a Son, yet learned He obed
ience by the things which He suffered" (Hebrews 5: 7, 8).
Hence "we have not an high priest who cannot be touched
(sympathise) with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
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ponts tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need" (Hebrews 4 : 15-16).

RESTORED TO PUBLIC WORSIDP

As I look forward to being restored once again to public worship,
I would say "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits" (Psalm 103 : 2). "What shall I render unto the Lord for
all His benefits toward me?" (Psalm 116: 12).

This latter passage Dr. Watts has rendered in verse:

" What shall I render to my God
For all His kindness shown?

My feet shall visit Thine abode.
My songs address Thy Throne.

Among the saints that fill Thy house
M y offerings shall be paid;

There shall my zeal perform
The vows my soul in anguish made.

How happy all Thy servants are!
How great Thy grace to me !

My life which Thou hast made my care,
Lord, I devote to Thee."

Isaac Watts, 1719.
W.D.S.

NEITHER ADDITION NOR SUBTRACTION

"Ye shall not add to, nor take away from My Word," saith our
God. An old preacher has said: "Beware of Bible commentators,
who are unwilling to take God's words just as they stand. The first
commentator of that kind was the Devil in the garden of Eden.
He proposed only a slight change-just the little word' not' to be
inserted-' Ye shall not surely die.' The amendment was accepted
and the world lost." Yes, Satan is very busy repeating that sort of
commentary in our day. He insists God could not have meant just
what He said. Onc foolish woman listened and was induced to
accept the Devil's exegesis. That was how it began. And now
theological professors and preachers in abundance follow his lead
in rejecting the plain testimony of the Word.
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PEACE

A MEDITATION

SEEKING the aid of the Holy Spirit let us quietly meditate on this
wonderful theme. Wonderful in the highest degree since Jesus is
our peace (Eph. 2: 14); He bestows peace (.John 14: 27); our God
is the God of peace (Rom. 15 : 33, etc., etc.); and the peace of God
passeth all understanding (Phil 4: 7). Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (John 14: 27).

Peace by His cross has Jesus made
The Church's everlasting- Head
O'er hell and sin has victory won,
And, with a shout, to glory gone.

When o'er thy head the billows roll,
And shades of sin obscure the soul;
When thou canst no deliverance sce,
Yet still this Man of Peace shall be.

In tribulation's thorny maze,
Or on the mount of sovereign grace,
Or in the fire, or through the sea,
This glorious Man thy Peace shall be.

Yea, when thy eye of faith is dim,
Rest thou on Jesus, sink or swim,
And at His footstool bow the knee,
For Israel's God thy Peace shall be.

Kent.

Thus is peaee revealed in the Scriptures and thus proclaimed out
of the experience of dear John Kent. It is a subject of the deepest
blessedness to the believer, and we trust that much profit will be
derived from our meditation, which will lead us to discover a very
extensive application of this word. This, in turn, will manifest the
Lord Jesus, our peace, in ever increasing preciousness, for the gift
of Himself under this title endows the believer with such wealth as
onlY God-given faith can embrace.

It is quite common for peace to be regarded simply as a state of
mind, or as a condition of thing-s as, for instance, when the mind is
undisturbed or when a nation is not at war. But peace is much
more than this, it is an actual possession; it is indeed a powerful
agent. In the New Testament a word is employed which, for defini
tion, is usually joined with unity and concord and. while the effect
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of peace is to produce these, they do not express wha t peace is.
For this we must refer to the Old Testament where, in Isa. 9 : 6,
the Lord Jesus (Who in Eph. 2: 14 is Himself called" Our Peace ")
is named" The Prince of Peace." This word has for its first, .and
perhaps its chief, meaning- to make whole, entire, complete, sound,
safe, as when all the work was ended (I King-s 7: 51). How wonder
fully this leads us into the assurance of the work of Christ enued
for our salvation. This He g-ives to us in g-iving Himself.

Peace means" to prosper" as in Ps. 35 : 27-" Let the Loru be
magnified which hath pleasure in the jJTos!Jerity of His servant."
From this scripture we learn that the possession of the peace of God
is true prosperity.

The Old Testament word for Peace (shalom. shalam, etc., elc.)
also means to make good, as in Ex. 21 : 36-" He shall mrd)' flay
ox for ox." So that our c.lear Lorcl\ paymenc of tl1(' bw's full
demands is included in the peace that He bestows.

Again, this word is very frequently transbteu .. r(';ICC oITering'."
See specially Lev. 7: ]3-" The sacrifice of Ilis Ih;lnksgiving of his
peace offerings."

Further: Peace expresses Friendship, When jeSlls gives His peace
He tells us that He is our Friend.

The outer garment that completely envelopes a man, has this
Hebrew word for its name. He wears it during the day and sleeps
in it at nig-ht. Truly wonderful is this pointer to the righteousness
which is the gift of Christ.

Thoug-h this peace passes all understanding. \"f't we trust these few
notes may be blessed, as the Holy Spirit shall 11q' tllem, for the
deepening of our appreciation of our blessed Saviour ;\s "our Peace'."

lW.R.

TT-lE LORD OUR ROCK

By the REV. A. A. C.... MPBELL, BA, Minister, Grove Chapel,
Camberwell

MAN has not seen God at any time and with his finite mind cannot
comprehend Him Who is Infinite Spirit. but that man might know
and understand something- of what God is, God presents Himself to
man under the names of things known to and understood by man.
One of the names for Gael frequently used in the Word of God is
"rock," and we turn to this word trusting- to the Holy Spirit to
grant us illumination to understand and profit from what is meant
by "The Lord our Rock."

Let us beg-in where the Psalmist ended. With what were' almost
his last words David cried, " Who is a rock, save our God?" Look-



The Cos/Jet Maga<.ine III

ing back on his long life, he could recall many men po~~essed of
rocklike quali tics, and perhaps he had heard others call him rock
like, but he knew that in their lives and hi~ own there was very
much more sand than rock. M"oreover, he could recall the many
gods of many nations, and knew that their only claim to rocklikeness
was that they were carved out of the natural rock. Onc only, the
Lord God of hosts. was" rock" in the sen~e that David required and
desired: "He only is my rock and my salvation ., (Ps. 62 : 6). Here
we must emphasise afresh that which is of the fundamentals of the
Reformed Faith, viz., the sole rig"ht of the Lord our God to be
called the Rock of His Church. He is the one foundation of His
Church: "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 3: 11). And He alone is the security,
strength and trillmph of His Church. I would suggest that in the
words, "The gates of Hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16: 18),
" it" refers not to ,. church." although it includes it, but (0 ,. this
rock" on which the church is built. My reason for suggestillg it is:
., this rock ... church ... it" (Matt. 16: 18)-all arc feminine in the
Greek; and as the foundatioll determines the strength and stability
of the building", ,. it" must relate to "the rock" bu t includes
"church." It is the rock the gates of hell cannot prevail against,
and because not against the rock. so neither against the church built
upon it.

Three titles 01" the Lord Ollr Rock used ill the Scriptures will
occupy our attention.

(a) THE ROCK OF ACES (Isa. 26 : 4, marg.)
Perhaps this term" rock of :Igcs" is more familiar to us as the

opening words of Toplady's well loved hymn, but this marginal
reading of 1sa. 26 : 4 is supported by the Hebrew" and the truth it
suggests is corroborated by other Scriptures. We think particularly
of some words from the Song of Moses, " Ascribe ye greatness unto
our God, the Rock.... Is not He thy father that hath hought thee?
hath He not made thee and established thee" (Deut. 32: 3f, 6).
The greatness to be ascribed to Him is that of His eternity. He ~s
from everlasting to everlasting, the Ancient of Days, or, if you will,
the Rock of Ages.

What a vivid and consoling picture of our God in His attributes
this title presents to us. The rock remaining unchanged throughout
the centuries reminds us that God is immutable. He continues the
same in all ages as in the days of Abraham, 1saac and .Iacob, and
remains until this day the God whom Moses knew: "The Lord)
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving in
iquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty: visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and
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upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth
generation" (Ex. 34: 6-7). Moreover, the unchanging rock is
immovable, not tossed to and fro by wind and sea; and, likewise,
the Lord God is immovable in His purpose of grace and truth.
Many have attempted to have it otherwise. They have raged and
wrought with all the ferocity of a storm, but have discovered that
" the Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea
than the mighty waves of the sea" (Ps. 93 : 4). The Lord reigns
eternal in the heavens, steadfast in His purpose, constant in His
working, and effective in His realisations; so much so, that the
pagan King Nebuchadnezzar was compelled to testify, "I blessed
the most High, and I praised and honoured Him that livetll forever,
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from
generation to generation: and all the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. and none can
stay His hand or say unto Him, What doest Thou? " (Dan. 4 : 34f).
And again, these attributes of immutability and immovability
suggest that the rock is impregnable. The person sheltered by the
rock or hidden in the rock is secure. How much more secure the soul
hidden in Him Who is the Rock of Ages, particularly when we
know that the Rock of Ages has been deliberately cleft to provide a
hiding place from the wrath of God and from the evil that is in
the world. The Psalmist knew this glorious truth. Made to feel the
weight and guilt of his sin, he rejoiced in the refuge grace had
provided: "I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity
have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the
Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.... Thou art my
hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt com
pass me about with songs of deliverance" (Ps. 32 : 5, 7). And fearful
of the evil around him, he could cry, "Deliver me, 0 Lord, from
mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me" (Ps. 143: 9).
(b) THE ROCK OF ISRAEL (II Sam. 23 : 3)

What we have said concerning the Rock of Ages implies relation
ship, a relationship which is from eternity to enternity and which is
the same in all ages of time. That was the truth David had in mind
when he spoke of God as " the Rock of Israel." Undoubtedly, such
a statement could be interpreted in a narrow, national sense, but
Paul reminds national Israel and us that they are not all Israel who
are of Israel, and that there is an "Israel of Gael" consisting of
Gentiles as well as Jews, a body of people who are "all onc in
Christ Jesus." This body of people is the Church, and all that is
contained in the title" Rock of Israel" she can claim as her spiritual
inheritance.

Already we have touched on two truths suggested by this title,
viz., the Lord God is the sole foundation of His Church, and is the
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security of all who are founded on Him. Other and equally precious
truths are involved and I want that we should concentrate on some
of them.

Perhaps the best exposition 0.£ this title is to be found in I Cor.
10 : 4, where the Rock in His reLationship to Israel is identified as
the Lord Jesus Christ: "And they all drank of that spiritual rock
which followed them, and that Rock was Christ." In these words
three glorious facts are emphasised.

(i) The Rock of Israel is spiritual. He is primarily concerned with
and cater::; for the spiritual necd of His people. His salvation is
spiritual, and the things which accompany salvation are spiritual
blessing::; with which the Father blesses His people in Christ Jesus.
That does not mean that the temporal has no place, but that it is
of much less importance. The Lord God catering for the greater,
the spiritual need of His people, includes in the provision the supply
of their temporal need. Hence the significance of Christ's command
to His people, " Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous
ness (the spiritual), and all these things (the temporal) shall be added
unto you" (Matt. 6: 33).

(ii) The Rock of Israel follows His !Jeople. "Whither shall I Aee
from thy presence," cried the psalmist, knowing full well that there
was no such place. Christ assured His people, "Lo, I am with you
always"; and the Church finds comfort in reminding herself of His
promise, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." There are
serious as well as joyful implications involved in this knowledge that
the Lord follows I-lis people continually. It explains their spiritual
discomfiture when they fall into sin, and the speedy chastisements
which follow their disobedience. It explains their steadfastness in
service, their endurance under trial, their peace in affliction, their
comfort in sorrow, and the brightness of the good hope which they
have through grace.

(iii) The' Rock of Israel gives spiritual refreshment to His pe1ople.
In the wilderness the Rock gave water to refresh the people, and
during the course of their spiritual pilgrimage the Lord gives con
tinuous supplies of the Water of life to sustain His weary travellers
Zionwards. Water is common, but it is one of the fundamentals of
life. The Water of Life is equally fundamental to the spiritual life
of the Church of God. In many quarters it is common sport to cast
derogatory remarks at fundamentalists, but I am not ashamed to
testify that I am a fundamentalist, jf by that is meant, one whose
privilege it is to be nutured continually from the hand of God with
the life giving, life sustaining truths of His Gospel. In them alone
is the refreshment and strength of the soul, and they are ministered
to His weary and thirsting people by the Lord Who follows them
continually.
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(c) THE ROCK HIGHER THAN I (Ps. 61 : 2)
We have been considering- the Lord our Rock in relation to His

Church, now let us think of Him in relation to the individual
members of the Church. The Psalmist loved to emphasise this
personal note. For him, the Lord was" my rock" (28: 1), "my
strong rock" (62: 7), "the rock of my salvation" (89: 26), "my
rock and my fortress" (31 : 3); or to sum it up in one brief, wonder
ful statement, the Lord was to David "the Rock that is higher
than 1." No one who has studied the life of David can doubt that
that is a true summary of all that God meant to him and of all
the influence that God had upon him.

This title is the testimony of one who, when drowning- in the sea
of sin, was delivered therefrom by the mighty hand of God. In
Ps. 40 David testified that God lifted him from the fearful pit and
miry clay and" set his feet upon a rock." This lifting up was from
the condemnation of law to the forgiveness of g-race, from out of the
filthiness of personal righteousness into the spotless righteousness of
Jesus Christ, and from sin's awful death into God's eternal life. A
wonderful testimony, and one of its most wonderful valucs was its
significance for the testifier. David in giving- voice to this testimony
said, "From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my
heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I " ;
meaning that "when the temptations, troubles and tribu la tions of
life prove too much for me and they threaten to swcep me away, and
I cry unto Thee, draw me into the safety of Thy omnipotence; for
Thou Who alone couldst effect the mighty work of my eternal
salvation alone canst keep me amid the trials of life." Believcr,
when" the narrow way" is proving- more difficult than usual, think
on who your Saviour is, and rememher to what mig-hty miracle of
saving- grace you owe your salvation. Remember, too, what the
nature of your salvation is : from this remembrance you will draw
the assurance that He who delivered you from the bondag-e of sin
can and will protect you when your heart is overwhelmed with the
burdens of life; for He is higher and mightier than they.

Moreover, this title contains a view of God which makes and
keeps the child of God humble. The hig-her a believer's conception
of God, the humbler will be his life before God. David was one of
the humblest of men, and none had a higher conception of God
than he. To remember constantly the rock from which we are
hewn, and the Rock on Whom we are founded, is ever to remember
the unfathomable disparity there is between the holiness of God and
our sinful selves, and to what awful depths Grace had to stoop to
make us what we are and will become. Humility is a g-race much
emphasised in the Scriptures, and is one of the most hecoming the
believer can possess. Cultivate it by meditating- constantly on "the
Rock that is higher than I."
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And again, this title contains the vision of God which draws the
child of God Heavenward. The believer has many temptations.
Perhaps the most recurring and subtle of all are those which tend
to make him earthbound. Temptations to concentrate attention and
energies on what Gentiles seek and to lay up treasure on earth.
When that happens and the heart is overwhelmed with" the cares of
this world and the deceitfulness of riches," cry to the Lord, " Lead
me to the Rock that is higher than I." "Grant me grace to forego
these things and to lay up treasure in Heaven. Grant me such a
vision of the Lord in the glory that I shall be able to lay aside
besetting sins and run with patience the race that is set before me,
looking only unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of Faith. Grant me
so to run that ultimately I may' apprehend that for which I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus.' "

"The Rock that is higher than I." A saved sinner's testimony to
his Saviour. Let us make it our's. Let us make it our's that we
may have the assurance of security in tribulation, that we may put
on the robe of humility and that we may "press on toward the
mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

"THE HAND OF GOD"

EZRA: SCRIBE AND PATRIOT

WE find" the hand of our God" mentioned three times in the
eighth chapter of the book of Ezra, in verses 18, 22 and 31. The
latter part of verse 22 reads, " The hand of our God is upon all them
for good that seek Him; but His power and His wrath is against all
them that forsake Him." In the last verse of the seventh chapter,
Ezra speaks of being "strengthened as the hand of the Lord my
God was upon me." May the good hand of Ezra's God be also upon
us!

The book of Ezra, from its commencement to its conclusion,
contains a record of a period in the history of God's people. It opens
with the proclamation of Cyrus, king of Persia, to permit the Jews
to return from their captivity in Babylon to Jerusalem. It is most
interesting to note that the end of Israel's captivity was the end of
the Babylonish Empire. The Lord had taken Babylon as a rod to
correct His people, but when that purpose was accomplished the rod
is cast away.

God's sovereign providence directs and controls all persons and
transactions, with a special reference to the concerns of His people.
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The mightiest potentates, and most extensive empires, are brought
down in order to fulfil His purposes for this favoured society. The
Babylonian captivity had been predicted, and then that Israel should
be brought back; and Babylon be reckoned with in her turn. Isaiah
and Jeremiah had declared this in the most express terms, the
latter asserting that their land should lie desolate for seventy years.
Both of them had foretold that release would be obtained in con
sequence of the destruction of Babylon, by a people who seemed
most unlikely to accomplish it, the Medes and Persi.ans. "For thus
saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon
I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing
you to return to this place" (Jeremiah 29: 10). "That saith of
Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure; even
saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy
foundation shall be laid" (Isaiah 44: 28).

In accordance with these predictions, Cyrus, of the Mcdes and
Persians, conquered Babylon (see Isaiah 45: 1-4). He succeeded
Darius in the government, and immediately upon his accession. pub
lished a proclamation, permitting the captive .Jews to return to
Jerusalem and to rebuild the temple (see Ezra 1 : 1-2).

I.-THE DEPARTURE FROM BABVLON

The name Ezra signifies Help. Being helped of God and com
missioned for the task, Ezra, with many others, whom the Lord
stirred up to accompany him, prepared for the journey (Ezra
8: 1-14). A pause was made before his departure, doubtless with a
view to begin his journey in prayer. "Carry us not up hence"
(Exodus 33 : 15) is, or should be, the language of every truly regener
ated believer when, like Moses, he is about to set forth on any
expedition, "unless Thy presence goeth with me." Ezra says, "i:
viewed the people, and the priests, ,and found there none of the sons
of Levi" (Ezra 8 : 15). It was a matter of some concern to him to
discover that none of God's ministers, the Levites, should have been
in readiness to go, and we see here the pious conduct of Ezra, who
was anxious to have these ministers with him for the service of the
house of God. This reveals that God will be reverenced and wor
shipped according to his prescribed ordinances in all circumstances.
The Levites were a people within a people; without them the heart
would be missing from the economy of Israel. "I am thy part."
saith the Lord, "and thine inheritance among" the children of
Israel."

IT.-" THE HAND OF OUR GOD JJ FOR SUPPORT

"Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we
might afflict ourselves before our God, to seek of Him a right way
for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance. For I was
ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen to
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help us against the enemy in the way; because we had spoken to
the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for good
that seek Him...." The dangers to travelling caravans from the
Bedouin Arabs prowling through the desert were in ancient times
great, as they still are, and it seems that travellers usually sought the
protection of a military escort. But Ezra had spoken so much to
the king of the sufficiency of the Divine care of His people that he
would not apply for a guard of soldiers. He resolved that his fol
lowers, by a solemn act of fasting and prayer, should commit them
selves to the Keeper of Israel. Their trust, considering the many
and constant perils of a journey across such a region, was implicit,
and it was rewarded by the enjoyment of perfect safely during the
whole way. Human wisdom would have demanded an escort.

It required holy zeal and confidence on Ezra's part to testify before
the king of what his God could perform for His people, without the
aid of the flesh. Such naturally despotic and tyrannical monarchs
would norma1ly resent the declining of any offer of help. "The
king's heart is in the hands of the Lord; as the rivers of water, He
turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov. 21: 1). It is good to
contemplate the divine dispensations, and mark the tender and
affectionate concern with which the J,ord watches over His people.
., He is faithful that promised." 1l1is is the ground of their security,
and" not one jot or tittle" of His word can fail. How wonderful
that a concourse of people of a1l aC\-rs and varying needs should
proceed on such a journey unmolested! True it is that "when a
man's ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at
peace with him" (Prov. 16: 7). "The hand of our God was upon
us, and He delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such
as lay in wait by the way" (Ezra 8: 31). Not only were the
members of the company kept free from all harm, but their belong
ings and valuables also. The custody of the sacred vessels during
the journey was committed to twelve of the chief priests. who, with
the assistance of ten of their brethren, were to watch closely over
them and deliver them into the House of Lord in Jerusalem.

m.-PILGRIMS OF ZION

It is evident that it was by the power of God that His people
were led. He supported and preserved throughout the journey.
God makes bare His arm for the salvation of His people, opening a
way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to His
people, and engaging that no weapon formed against them shall
prosper. God's dealings with Israel of old direct our attention to a
dispensation much more wonderful-the deliverance of sinners from
spiritual bondage. and their pilgrimage to the heavenly Jerusalem,
under the protection of their God and Saviour. The Lord Himself
wiJl be "as a hiding-place from the wind and a covert from the
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tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great
rock in a weary land" (Isaiah 32 : 2). Under His defence, whatever
opposition may be raised, " the redeemed of the Lord shall return,
and come with singing- unto Zion; and everlasting joy shaIl be upon
their head" (Isaiah 51 : 11). Oh! for the Spirit of our God to be
poured out in abundant measure, that men of ardent piety and zeal,
like Ezra, may stand forth as leaders, to caIl sinners out of their
captivity and g-o forth before them in the way to Zion.

In the saintly Dr. Robert Hawker's "Reflections" upon the
eighth chapter of Ezra this passage occurs: "My soul! doth not
this view of Ezra's return from Babylon, with the number of the
people here named and recorded, suggest to thee the ransomcd of
Zion, which shall one day return with everlasting joy upon their
heads? When Jesus shall again be seen on the holy mount, and
with Him, not only 'the hundred and forty four thousand of all
the tribes of the children of Israel,' but also a mtlltitude which no
man can number of all kind reds, nations ,and languages! Oh! how
delightful will be that appearance, and how sure and certain is the
journey to it now. There is an highway opened, and it is indeed
called 'the way of holiness.' And it is truly called the w.ay of
holiness, for Jesus is Himself the Way; and the holiness of His
person and finished work is the holiness of His people. 'The way
faring men, though fools, cannot err therein.' Here, precious Jesus,
may I be found, returning from the Babylon of this world to the
Jerusalem of a better. Yes! Thou dearest Lord, Thou art indeed
the way, the only way, the sure way. For in Thy person, Thy
redemption-work, Thy covenant righteousness, Thy atoning blood,
followed with all the promises, and invitations, and assurances of
Thy gospel, my soul finds a sure way, and would walk in none other.
Most fully convinced I am, that' Salvation is in none other; neither
is there any other name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved.' Witness for me that my soul is come in this
way. And oh! fulfil Thy preciou~ promise, Lord, to my soul, that
, all that do come Thou wilt in no wise cast out.' "

U THE RIGHTEOUS ALSO SHALL HOLD ON HIS WAY" Clob 17 : 9)

Ye pilgrims of Sion, and chosen of God,
Whose spirits are filI'd with dismay,

Since ye have eternal redemption thro' blood,
Ye cannot but hold on your way.

Surrounded with sorrows, temptations, and cares.
This truth with delight we survey,

And sing, as we pass thro' this valley of tears,
The righteous shall hold on his way.

Henry Fowler, 1779-1838.
F.e.
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ABOUT two hundred years ago, a farm labourer and his wife named
Moredon, were living near Harston, a village some miles south of
Cambridge. They were a sturdy, hard-working couple, unable to
read or write, but cheerful and sociable in their habits. Neither
knew anything of true religion; the man had been heard to say
that" going to church was all right once in a way." But church
going was not so easy in those days; Harston Church was one of
four served by a curate from Cambridge, who rode out early on
Sunday morning to read Prayers in each, and preach a sermon in
two. But there was no singing at these services, and Moredon had a
special love for music. It was a great delight to him to hear" a good
song," and one hearing was enough for him to remember both
words and music. His store of songs and his beautiful voice were in
great request, and his singing was an attraction at all the inns and
taverns in the district.

Talking of music and songs one Saturday, Moredon and his
cronies discussed a rumour about Everton Church. The Vicar's
preaching there was said to attract such crowds that the singing w.as
grand. Moredon and several of his friends agreed to go and see
for themselves the next day. They had to make an early start, for
the distance must have been more than fifteen miles; but this was no
obstacle evidently.

Everton Church was crowded with people, several hundreds of
them, who thronged the place every Sunday to hear the Vicar,
John Berridge. With such eager crowds, the singing was magnificent,
and Moredon and his friends were rewarded for their long tramp.
But they were all struck with the preacher too-a tall, big man
with a wonderful voice, who delivered a powerful sermon in such
homely, natural language that the dullest hearer could understand.

During the long walk home, Moredon's friends had plenty to
talk about. They all agreed in praise, not only of the singing, but of
the originality of the preacher. And the effect of the sermon on some
people had been so extraordinary-some had cried out as if in
anguish, some had fallen down as if fainting, on every side there
were" deep and deadly groans." But as the men exchanged views,
all noticed how quiet Moredon was; and they were astonished to
find that he was resolved to go again to hear "the mad parson"
next Sunday.

Moredon's mind was in a tumult. Never before had he heard
anything like that sermon. He hardly knew what had been said;
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but he had a strong convIctIOn that somehow he was all wrong.
Describing it afterwards, he would say, "The Lord met me there
in Everton Church." The impression remained the whole week, and
Sunday found Moredon setting out early for Everton, this time
alone.

Mr. Berridge noticed the tall thin man who listened so intently,
for between the services Moredon spent the time in the churchyard,
eating his bread and cheese, and strolling about till the afternoon
service began. This went on for some weeks, until one day after the
morning service, the Vicar accosted him abruptly: "What brings
you here?" "Please, Sir," said Moredon, " I came first to hear the
singing, but since then I've come to hear the sermon: and I want to
hear more of what you've got to say." "All right," said Mr.
Berridge, " I'm glad to hear it. Now I'll tell you where my text is
for this afternoon, and you can look it up now in your Bible."
" Ah! Sir," said Moredon, "I've got no Bible, and 'twould be no
use to me if I had-I can't read!" Mr. Berridge, finding that the
man had walked all the way from Harston, told him that on the
next Sunday he must come early, and come straight to the Vicarage.

Moredon was greatly pleased at the Vicar's kindness, and from
that day he avoided the public-houses he used to sing in. telling his
old friends that he could well wait for Sundays. When he reached
the Vicarage early in the morning, Mr. Berridge had a Bible ready
for him; he had marked his text, and he made Moredon look at each
word and repeat it after him. "Take the Bible home," said the
Vicar, " and as often as you can, get someone to read you a verse
whilst you look at the words and repeat them." Moredon never
learned to read, but he followed his friend's advice, and after a time
could repeat many passages of Scripture from memory.

Meanwhile the light of the Gospel was dawning in his heart, and
his life was altogether changed. He now began to have a companion
on his weekly walks, for his wife wanted to go too; and presently the
Lord opened her heart also to the things of God. Sunday became a
day of delight and adventure to the couple. Very early in the
morning, whatever the weather-rain, or snow, or fog, or heat
the two set off on their long trudge. They remained all day at the
services, and were sometimes so late in getting back that they did
not think it worth while to go to bed; they would change their
Sunday clothes for their working dress, rest in their chairs for a
few hours, and then start the day's work!

Mr. Berridge always looked out for the Moredons, but he became
seriously concerned at their coming such a long way, and at last he
told them they had better go to their parish church. One Sunday
passed, but on the next there they were again at Everton. After the
service the Vicar asked them why they did not take his advice.
"Ask pardon, Sir, wc did! " saiel the wife. "But not again," said
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Moredon; "couldn't get any food, Sir, and we've been hungry all
the week." Mr. Berridge thought of another church much nearer
than Everton, and advised them to go there. They obeyed him
once! then returned to Everton. The Vicar was much moved by
their perseverance, but he felt that the journey was altogether too
much. "Now look here," said he, "you are not far from Cambridge;
I don't know a church to recommend there, but there's a meeting
house where you'll hear the same Gospel you get here; that's where
you'd better go." Poor Moredon and his wife did not like it at all,
but they did as they were told. and the next Sunday found them
at the chapel in Cambridge. Here they were welcomed by kind
friends. Mr. Saunders, the Pastor, was of one mind with Mr.
Berridge, and the Moredons soon found themselves at home. Event
ually they became members, and were most happily united to the
congregation there. After his wife's death, Moredon still continued
coming Sunday after Sunday, until the infirmities of old age chained
him at last to his little cottage. Always poor in this world's goods,
Moredon was rich towards God, and rejoiced in his Saviour, Whom
he had met with first at Everton Church. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENICMA No. 62

]11e whole: A prayer of David's for guidance (four words).

]. Paul first met her at a prayer meeting.
2. Hosea called him" a cake not turned."
3. "A woman of good understanding."
4. This woman was full of gocx:l works and alms deeds.
5. Named by an accident at five years of age.
6. An orphan girl, brought up by her cousin, who became Queen

of Persia.
7. Paul called him" a faithful and beloved brother."
8. He was" vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked."
9. Nephew to Caleb, he was also his son-in-law.

10. Jacob served seven years for her.
11. He had" understanding in all visions and dreams."

SOLUTION OF No. 61
The whole: Wonderful (Isaiah 9: 6).

I. Wise men (Matt. 2 : 2).
2. Only-begotten (John 3: 16).
3. Night (Luke 2 : 8).
4. David (Luke 2: 11).
5. Emmanuel (Matt. 1 : 23).
6. Rich (II Cor. 8: 9).
7. Flesh (John 1 : 14).
8. Unspeakable (11 Cor. 9: 15).
9. Light (Isaiah 9: 2).
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

BICENTENARY OF THE DEATH OF A NOTABLE

MINISTER

THOlIIAS BRAD BURY, 1677-1759

THIS year marks the bicentenary of the death of an emincnt minister
of the Gospel, Thomas Bradbury, whose long- ministry of sixty-four
years was marked by notable events in our country's history.

I.-A ZEALOUS PROTESTANT AND PATRIOT

Mr. Bradbury was for many years the minister of New Court,
Carey Street, London, and was pre-cminent in his day <IS a staunch
and uncompromising advocate for civil and religious liberty. He
esteemed the revolution of 1688 as a most glorious work of Cod, and
from the beginning of his ministry to its end, he observed the 5th of
November, whereon it happened, as an Anniversary of our deliver
ance from Popery and arbitrary power. He always preached suit
ably to the occasion, employing all his talents against Popery and
in defence of our valuable liberties.

The roughness with which Bradbury handled the Jacobites could
not fail to excite their hatred, and they singled him out as one of the
first objects of their resentment. On the 1st of March, 1709, a mob
burnt his meeting- house, and threatened his person.

Endowed by nature with an uncommon share of courage and
boldness, he was peculiarly fitted for the work and station which
Providence had assigned unto him. In such qualities he seems to
have resembled the great Reformer, Luther. Protestantism in this
country seemed in great danger towards the latter end of the reign
of Queen Anne. The measures pursued by the Ministers of State at
that period evidently tended to set aside the Hanoverian succession,
to introduce the Pretender, and re-establish Popery. Headed by the
infidel Lord Bolingbroke, they were supported by the High-Church
party, but were opposed by all true friends of British liberty, not
least amongst whom was Thomas Bradbury. In this trying period
he stood forth, bold as a lion, fearless of danger, and risked every
thing that was dear to him in upholding the liberties of his country.
For doing this, he tells us, " he was lampooned in pamphlets, belied
in newspapers, threatened by great men, and mobbed by those of
the baser sort."

On one occasion, a man was hired to assassinate him. "Filled
with this diabolical design, he went one day to the meeting-house
in Fetter Lane, in order to obtain an accurate knowledge of his
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person, and stayed during- the whole of Divine service. But here it
was that sovereign mercy overtook him, for Mr. Bradbury's discourse
made such a powerful impression upon his mind as effectually to
disarm his intentions, and prove the happy means of his saving
conversion." (W. Wilson's History of Dissenters' Churches in
London, 1808, Vo!. IlL, p. 512).

n.-DEATH OF QUEEN ANNE AND ACCESSION OF GEORGE I.

The gloomy state of public affairs, in consequence of the intrigues
that were c.arried on in favour of the Pretender, excited in Protestants
the most dismal apprehensions, but Divine Providence took the
whole work out of creature hands. Surprising- to all, but terrible as
a clap of thltnder to the adherents of Popery and the enemies of the
Protestant succession, Queen Anne suddenly departed this life. The
Queen died on Lord's Day morning, August the 1st, 1714, being- the
very day, wondrous to relate, that the "Schism" Bill was to have
commenced its operations. The precise object of this was to destroy
Dissent, and facilitate the introduction of the Pretender. The death
of Queen Anne, however, struck the bill as it were with a palsy,
from which it never recovered. Georg-e I, of the House of Hanover,
ascended the throne. This produced an instant chang-e in the
ministry. Bolingbroke, as notorious as Haman of old, was attained
for high treason and obliged to Aee the country. This gave new life
and impetus to the Protestant interest throughout, not only this land,
but all Europe.

An interesting narrative is recorded of a meeting at this time
between Thomas Bradbury and Dr. Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salis
bury, a g-ood Protestant and author of a History of the Reformation,
amongst other works. Early on Lord's Day morning-, Aug-ust 1st,
1714, Mr. Bradbury was walking along Smithfield in a pensive
mood. Dr. Burnet was passing through in his carriage, and observ
ing Mr. Bradbury, called out to him by name, enquiring the cause
of his great thoughtfulness.

" I am thinking," replied Bradbury, "whether I shall have
the constancy and resolution of that noble company of martyrs
who were burned to ashes in this place; for I most assuredly
expect to sce similar times of persecution, and that I shall be
called to suffer in a like cause."

Dr. Burnet endeavoured to quiet his fears by telling him the
Queen was very ill, and that he was then going to Court to inform
himself of the exact particulars. He assured Mr. Bradbury that he
would despatch a messenger to him with the earliest intellig-ence of
the Sovereign's death, and that if Mr. Bradbury should happen to
be in the pulpit at the time, the messenger would be instructed to
drop a hankerchief from the gallery as a token of the event. Whilst
Mr. Bradbury was preaching the intelligence was communicated to
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him by the signal agreed upon. He suppressed his feelings during
the sermon, but in his last prayer he returned thanks to God "for
the deliverance of these kingdoms from the evil counsels and designs
of their enemies," and implored the Divine blessing upon His
Majesty King George, and the house of Hanover. Mr. Bradbury
ever afterwards considered himself the first man in the kingdom to
proclaim King George I.

George I made entry into the city of London on September 20th,
with great acclamations of joy. He began his reign with a noble
declaration for liberty of conscience, and never could he be charged
as acting inconsistently with it. At his first Council, September
22nd, the King made a declaration in which he expressed himself
in the following words: "I take this occasion to express to you my
firm purpose to do all that is in my power for the supporting and
maintaining the Churches of England and Scotland, as they are by
law established. Which I am of opinion may be effectually done,
without the least impairing the toleration, allowed by law, to Pro
testant Dissenters, so agreeable to Christian charity," etc.

On September 28th the whole body of London Protestant Dissent
ing Ministers went with an address to the King. Among them was
Thomas Bradbury, and at their head was Dr. Daniel Williams.
The address was expressed thus:

" May it please your Majesty,-With thankfulness and joy,
equal to the great occasion, we congratulate your Majesty's
peaceable accession to the throne, and your own and the
Prince's safe arrival; the merciful return of many ardent
prayers. When we recollect your Majesty's descent from the
King and Queen of Bohemia, those renowned patrons of the
Protestant religion, we cannot but adore the divine Providence
which has now rewarded their sufferings for that cause, in
their royal offspring, with a Crown that renders your Majesty
the head of the whole Protestant interest. But your Majesty's
zeal for the same religion, your known affections to the liberties
of Europe, and the rights of mankind, with your other cele
brated virtues, give liS the surest prospect that the blessings of
your reign will be as extensive as your power. The parlia
mentary entail of the crown upon your illustrious House, we
have ever esteemed one of the greatest blessings procured for
us by our late glorious deliverer, King William of immortal
memory. To this happy settlement we have stedfastly adhered,
against all temptations and dangers. . . .. May that God, by
whom kings reign, help you so to employ your mighty power
and interest, that it may be your Majesty's glory to protect
the Protestant religion, to suppress the profaneness of the age,
to heal the divisions of your people. to assert the rights of the
injured abroad, and to preserve the balance of Europe."
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To which King- George returned this g-racious answer:

" I am very well pleased with your expressions of your duty
to me, and you may depend upon having- my protection."

As the Dissenting- ministers were clad in Genevan cloaks, accord
ing to their fashion, similar to those used at funerals, a nobleman
accosted Thomas Bradbury with, "Pray, Sir, is this a funeral?"
"Yes, my lord," retorted Mr. Bradbury, "it is the funeral of the
Schism Bill and the resurrection of Liberty."

" Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever; for wisdom and
might are His, and He changeth the times and the seasons; He
removeth kings, and setteth up kings; He giveth wisdom to the wise,
and knowledge to them that know understanding" (Daniel 2 : 20
21). He also saith unto His people, "Call upon me in the day of
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me" (Psalm
50: 15).

III.-A DEFENDER OF TRUTH

"There is nothing new under the sun" (Eccles. 1: 9). This is
ever true when erroneous views raise their heads. How often has
the blessed truth of the glorious Trinity been assailed-a truth with
which every humble vessel of mercy is acquainted. Such as know
that Salvation is the work of the Triune Jehovah. In 1718. James
Peirce, a Presbyterian minister of Exeter, was suspected of holding
anti-Trinitarian views, and it was resolved to make an appeal to
London for advice. Some onc hundred and fifty Dissenting ministers
met in Salters' I-JaIl, on February 19th, 1719. Thomas Bradbury
proposed that every minister then present should, as a witness to
his own faith, subscribe the first Article of the Established Church
on the doctrine of the Trinity, and to the answers to the fifth and
sixth questions in the Catechism of the Westminster Assembly.
However, this particular motion was rejected, and so a minority
left the conference and formed a subscribing assembly, over which
Thomas Bradbury later presided.

In the following month, April 1719, the subscribing assembly
forwarded their" Advices for Peace." It was prefaced with a declar
ation of faith in the Holy Trinity, expressed in the words of the first
Article of the Established Church, and the answers on that subject
given in the Assembly's Catechism. It was added that the denial
of the doctrine of the Trinity was an error contrary to the Scriptures,
and to the faith of the Reformed Churches.

At one time Thomas Bradbury was very friendly with Isaac
Watts, but through differences concerning the doctrine of the Trinity
they became estranged. Indeed, on one occasion, Bradbury startled
a clerk, who was in the act of giving- out a hymn, by telling him in
stentorian tones: "Let us have none of Mr. Watts's whims." Isaac
Watts, however, paid him back in his own coin on another occasion,
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for while addressing a company of mmIsters, Dr. Watts's voice
showing signs of weakness, Bradbury called out: "Brother Watts,
shall I speak for you?" To this came the reply: "Brother Brad
bury, you have often spoken against me! "

IV.-REMOVAL FROM GRACE TO GLORY

Mr. Bradbury preached his last sermon on August 12th, 1759.
A few days afterwards he was taken ill. He realised the presence of
God with him, and none but Christ was the foundation of his hope.
Hence his fervent daily breathing: "Come, Lord Jesus, come," and
when he had strength, he would add: "Come quickly." Thus lived
and died Thomas Bradbury, a man as highly esteemed by many,
and perhaps as much reviled by others, as most men of his time.
For him the glory of Christ, and the good of his country, were so
closely interwoven in his principles, that it is no wonder he took for
his motto: " Pro Christo et Patria "-" For Christ and my country."
His mortal remains were laid to rest in BunhiIl Fields, where lies
so much of the precious dust of Zion. The inscription on his tomb
reads as follows:

" In this vault is deposited the body of the Rev. Mr. Thomas
Bradbury, a very eminent dissenting minister of this City.
He was greatly distinguished for his zealous defence, both
from the pulpit and the press, of the fundamental principles
of religion; nor was he less remarkable for his hearty affection
and firm attachment to the Protestant succession in the illus
trious House of Hanover, particularly in the alarming and
perilous crisis at the close of the reign of Queen Anne. Full
of the expectation of a better and eternal life, he departed from
our world September 9th, 1759, in the 82nd year of his age,
and in the 64th of his ministry. Reader: Go thy way and
consider that, if the vivacity of genius, or the charms of
eloquence, could have prevented the stroke of Death, this
monument had not been erected. Remember, also, that as
surely as night succeeds the longest day, so surely will death
conclude the longest life. Work, therefore, while it is yet day."

F.C.

INTERCESSION

Remember all who love thee, all who .are loved by thee:
Pray too for those who hate thee, if any such there be :
Then for thyself in meekness a blessing humbly claim,
And link with each petition thy great Redeemer's name.
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Miscellaneous Papers

MEMORIES OF SCOTTISH WORTHIES

ITEMS TAKEN FROM" THE DAYS OF THE FATHERS IN

ROSS-SHIRE»

]27

PROBABLY few parts of the world have been more blessed in the
outpourings of the Holy Spirit than has Scotland. This, perhaps,
applies more particularly to the rugged Highland areas. Where great
darkness once reigned, great light supervened, and this was much
in evidence in the county of Ross-shire in the 18th and 19th
centuries.

REV. JOHN KENNEDY, D.D.

A notable worthy of these times was the Rev. John Kennedy,
D.D., of Dingwall, son of another famous minister, Dr. John
Kennedy, of Killearnan. In August 1843, on the evening before
receiving his license to preach, he subjected himself to a searching
scrutiny. The results he arrived at are as follows:

"Want of singleness of aim at the glory of God, self uncrucified,
wanderings of mind in and out of duty. Cannot feel assured of
having gone through a thorough conversion work.

" Want of a proper appreciation of the honour of Christ's service.

" Inadequate fecling of the immense responsibility of preaching
the Gospel.

" Not appreciating the value of immortal souls.

"Want of experiencing somewhat of Isaiah 6.

"Want of proper attachment to the Word of God.

"Great ignorance of the well-ordered Covenant

"A prey to slavish fears of man which bring a snare.

" Hardness and insensibility my reigning disease.
" The slave of unbelief.

" Want of praticising my knowledge of the distinction between the
two Covenants.

"Ignorance of the constraining love of Christ.

"Cannot clear my call to the ministry, nor my effectual call by
the Spirit. 'Take My yoke upon you' binds to the service of Christ,
but special qualifications, special grace, and special providence
needed to clear a call to this its highest department. What a
catalogue of wants! But oh! what a fulness.
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" Passages of Scripture showing my pressing wants and needed
preparation for the ministry are-Isaiah 6, Psalm 51, Romans 12,
2 Corinthians 5, Psalm 18, Epistles to Timothy, Matthew 11, 29-30."

It perhaps need hardly be said that such humility and sincerity
was followed by a long and fruitful ministry. It is worth recording
a few of his words taken from a sermon on Isa. 45 : 22: "Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am Goel,
and there is none else," preached to a vast congregation at an
open air Communion Service.

"You cannot possibly," he began, "place yourself outside the
range of this authoritative command unles~ you can prove, either
that you are a fallen spirit or that you are beyond the confines of
the earth. You cannot prove the former, for you are now in the
flesh, a human being having soul and body; and it is equally futile
to attempt to prove the latter, for you at this moment occupv a
portion of the earth where this congregation is now assembled.
Therefore the command in the text is to you, all and each, to
every single individual composing this congregation, whatever your
age, and however often and grievollsly you have sinned. You are not
at present asked to solve questions regarding the depth or number of
your sins, but you arc commanded to ' look' whoever you are, and
whatever the amount and heinousness of your sins, if only you arc
of Adam's race and within the limits of the earth."

.TAMES FRASER

Mr. .Tames Fraser, who was ordained minister of Alness in 1725,
was another giant in his day and his notable work, "The Scripture
Doctrine of Sanctification," is perhaps the finest work ever written
on this difficult subject. It has been recorded that his preaching
was mainly directed to the awakening .and conversion of sinners,
and was not so edifying and consoling to the Lord's people as that
of some others of the fathers in Ross-shire. Many were awakened
under his ministry, but some of these went elsewhere to get healing
for their wounds. Each Sabbath not a few of his people were
;J.ccustomed to go to Kilmuir to hear the famous Mr. Porteous.
Meeting Mr. Fraser at a funeral, Mr. Porteous said to him, "It
gives me, my dear brother, grief of heart to sec some of your people
in the church of Kilmuir every Sabbath. My elders tell me that
those who come to us complain of your preaching almost entirely to
the unconverted, and that the' poor in spirit' can get no food for
their souls. Now, my dear brother, if the Lord gives it to you. I
pray you not to withhold their portion from the people of the Lord,
which you ean dispense to them as I never could." Mr. Fraser's
striking reply was: "My dear brother, when my Master sent me
forth to my work, He gave me a quiver full of arrows, and He
ordered me to cast these arrows at the hearts of His enemies till the



The Gospel Maga<.ine 129

quiver was empty. I have been endeavouring to do so, but the quiver
is not empty yet. 'When the Lord sent you forth, He gave you a
cruse of oil and His orders to you were to pour the oil on the
wounds of bmken hearted sinners till the cruse was empty. Your
cruse is no more empty than my quiver. Let us both then continue
to act on OLl I' respective orders, and as the blessing from on high
shall rest on our labours. I will be sending my hearers with wounded
hearts to Kilmilll' and you will be sending them back to Alness
rejoicing in the Lord." Quite overcome with this beautiful reply,
Mr. Porteous said. "Be it so, my beloved brother" and, after a
warmer embrace than they had ever exchanged before, they parted.
Surely this was ,I rare exhibition of self-denial and brotherly love!

HECTOR M'PHAIl.

Another beautiful memory is that of Mr. Hector M'Phail. Born
in Inverness. Ill' ministered at Resolis from the time of his ordination
in 1748 till his death in 1774 at the age of 58. When he came to his
death-bed, his hope of Heaven was for a season, sorely tried. Falling
asleep in a c1"jected state of mind, he dreamt that he was waiting,
lonely and despairing, outside the walls of the New Jerusalem.
Seeing the gall' closed. and none near to help him, and none in
sight to cry to for help, he had just lain down to die, when he
he,lf(l sounds ;IS of a company approaching the city. He ventured
to look up, and recognised Noah, Ahraham. and all the patriarchs.
As they drew nC:lr, the gate flew open, a glorious company from
within came forth to meet them, and, in the midst of shouts of
triumph, they entered. The gate closes, and again he is left alone
and hopeless. But soon he hears the noise of :lnother company
approaching'. As they pass, he recognises Moses, Aaron, Samuel,
David, and all the prophets, a glorious and numerous band. Again
the gate is thrown open, " an abundant entr:lnce " given, and again
he is left outside, and feels more desolate than ever. A third com
pany is heard approaching composed of the Apostles and all the
earliest Christians. They enter the city amidst rejoicing like the
rest, and he with less hope than ever, is still outside the gate. A
fourth company now appears. Luther and Knox are at the head of
those who form it. They pass him by like those who went before,
are admitted into the city, and leave him alone and despairing
without. Quite close to him now comes a fifth company. He recog
nises in it some of his friends and acquaintances, who had died in
the Lord; but though their shining skirts touch him as they pass,
he could not ventme to arise and join them. Again he sees the gate
open and close; and now, at last, he lays himself quietly down to die.
But he hears the footstep of a solitary pilgrim, coming exactly to the
place where he lies. Looking up, he recognises Manasseh. Summon
ing all his strength. he takes hold of his skirt, as he moves slowly
toward the city. and creeping on behind him, he knows the gate has
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opened, for the light of the city's glory shines on his face; and just
as he thought he heard the sound of the gate closing behind him,
he suddenly awoke. The lesson of this dream was presented to him
thereafter in the sweet words of Paul-" This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ ./esus caIlle into the world
to save sinners, of whom 1 am chief."

Oh, that God may again raise up many such godly men in OUI' day
and generation, and that once again great light Ill<ly shine where
great darkness abounds. c, L.

PRAYER FOR ALL MEN

GOD is the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, II is fitting, tllL'I'c
fore, that His people should pray" for all sort, and conditions of
men." This is enjoined by the ApoS11l' Paid in I Tilllothy-" [
exhort therefore that, first of all, ,uppl ica lions. pl";1 \'f 'rs, inl'l'!"Cl'Ssions,
and giving of thanks be made for all men,"

THE WORLD \\'II)E VIEW

WC arc to pray, not only [or our OWIl family, our own Christian
denomination, our own town or village, but for all sorts and condi
tions of men in all parts of the world. Kings and those in authority,
as well as their subjects and those in lower conditions of life arc to
be prayed for. The poor and the ignorant as well as the rich and
the well-instructed are to be prayed for. We must not be sl'lfish or
parochial in our prayers: wc must lift up our eyes and look on the
fields before we pray. The use of the pronoun" liS" in the Lord's
Prayer shows that the whole family of God upon earth is to be
remembered in prayer. Christ also teaches us to pray for the world
outside the Church. "Pray for them which dcspitefully me you,
and persecute you."

FOR GOSPEL MESSENGERS

The Apostle Paul emphasises the need for praying [or ministers.
He says, " For me, that utterance may be given unto mc, that I may
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel."
"Brethren, pray for us," is the cry of many true messengers of the
Gospel. It is no easy or light matter in these days. It requires
courage, confidence and hope to go on preaching the old Gospel
regularly and perseveringly to small congregations, and with the
consciousness that there is a heartless indifference to revealed truth
on the part of very many. The minister may often get depressed
and disheartened by the coldness and worldliness of some professing
believers, and by their consequent neglect of the means of grace.
No wonder they yearn for prayer" that the Word of the Lord may
have free course and be g-lorified."
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FOR TIlE CIVILISED AND TI·m HEATHEN

Prayer for all sorts of men will include all the civilised amI the
heathen peoples of the worlc.l. How much there is of mere outward
profession even in the civilised and professedly Christian nations.
Idolatry, supersti tion, infidelity, drunkenness, immorali ty and Sab
bath desecration abound, even in our own favoured land. What
shall be said of less fortunate lands, such as Africa and India and
China, where millions are sunk in darkness and in the shadow of
death? H we pray for all men, we shall pray for thl'lll.

FOR KINGS j\ND ALl. IN AUTHORITY

The Apostle says we are to pray "for kings and for all in
authority." That includes statesmen. \f\lhat an immense need there
is to pray for thcllI. As leaders of the nations meet in various places
from timc to timc how we should intercede for them. State'smen,
in spite of SOillt' (·asing of tl'nsion, are at their wits' ('nd ,IS to how
to prevent the awfltl cataclysm of .a hydrogen-bomb war. It is, of
course. truc, ,IS 1l1~IIlY Christians are saying, that we ,1f(' to 1)(' 0]\

our guard ;I.!..;aimt a false kind of peace. "Tile d;)y of the Lord so
cometh as ;1 thid in the night. For when they shaJl say, peace and
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon
a woman with child; ~llld they shall not CSGlpe." \Ne must be
wdtchful. bllt wc shall bc morc watchful and more aware of the
signs of the timcs if Wf' ;IIT prayerflll.

TIIREE HE.\,;()NS

TllITe reasons ~II'C given in the Scripturl' wilY the Lord's people
should pray for all sorts of men. First," th;\ t wc llIay lead a Cjuiet
and peacable life in all godliness and honesty." E\·cn a King's heart
is in the hand of the Lord. as Solomon tells LIS. and the Lord can
makc even our encmies to be at peace with liS. The Lord rules in
the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. He
can turn them as seems best to His godly wisdom.

A second reason why wc should pray for all sorts of men is
because "this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 0111'

Saviour."

A third reason for such prayer is that God intends to save "a
great multitude, which no man coulc.l number. of all nations. and
kindrec.ls, and people, and tongues." God is still visi(in~ the nations
to take out of them a people for His name. Because of Goel's
gracious purposes towards all wrts and conditions of men we need
to pray for them. r.W.M.
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PATIENT CONTINUANCE

By the REV. H. G. H. HILL, Rector of Whinburgh, Norfolk

A MISSIONARY on furlough produced a somewhat shrivelled object
from his pocket the other day and enquired if we knew what it was.
It looked like a fig, but it was not. It was a bamboo fruit; and we
were told that this bamboo yields its fruit only once in fifty years.
Wc realised that here was a Spiritual lesson to be learned, and in
thought upon the matter two Scriptures came to mind, in both of
which the inspired Apostle Paul speaks of well-doing with patience
continuance (Romans 2 : 7), and without becoming weary (Galatians
6: 9).

How needful these reminders are, for we tire so soon, become
despondent, dispiritcd and depressed. "Ye have need of patience"
is the message of Hebrews 10: 36. How well we know it: and how
our frequent impatience shames \Is! How it makes \IS fret and
worry! Under the inAuence of impaticnce wc hecome irritable and
reveal our lack of faith and believing prayer. <. \"lhy could not we
cast him out?" asked t!le disciples concerning the boy with the
dumb spirit. The answer of the Lord Jesus was, "This kind can
come forth by nothing, bllt by prayer and fasting" (Mark 9 : 29).
But on another occasion the Lord encouraged His followers by say
ing: "Ye arc they which have continued with me in my tempta
tions" (Luke 22 : 28). Again He says: "He that shall endure unto
the end, the same shall be saved" (Mark 13: 13). Such shall receive
the promise (Rom. 10: 36).

Attached therefore to the call to patience continuance in well
doing there is a golden promise. a glorious end, and a grand
encouragement.

A GOLDEN PRO:l1JSE

" Let us not be weary in well-doing: for in clue season wc shall
reap, if we faint not." The golden season of reaping will surely come
if obediently we "plow in hope." Sometimes wc shall "sow in
tears." But we have the assurance of God's Word that" he that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing. bringing his sheaves with him" (Psalm 126: 6).
The long, lonely, or seemingly unfruitful toil of many clear servants
of the Lord which is dischargecl in fai thfulness will a t length be
crowned with blessing-. The harvest will be golden. We have the
promise, and God's Word is sure. This precious truth should come
as a balm and cordial to some who are discouraged or cast down by
Satan, self or apparent want of "results."

The Glorious End of patient continuance is described by the
Apostle in glowing words in Romans 2. He tells of glory, honour,
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immortality and eternal life. These are the gift of grace by Jesus
Christ. How cheering is the prospect of such everlasting blessing.
It is worth waiting for. No wonder John Charles Ryle from time to
time in his" Exposition Thoughts on the Gospels" brings out the
truth that .< Heaven will make amends for alL"

In whatever station or situation the believing child of God may
be placed, there will be room enough for the exercise of patient
continuance. Without these would be darkness and despair. With
it there is the slIre hope of an expected end. How many believers
shut in by ill-health from the fellowship of others, or many lonely
ones geographically distant from the society of "the house-hold of
faith," will find comfort in the call to patient continuance? May
the Holy Spirit make this truth sweet to the soul. It may be that
some have laboured long in spiritual work where the soil seems
unproductive, and the toil is hard. Again this word speaks to the
heart. There shall be a glorious issue to the toil and labour.

Now, the sowing and the weeping,
Working hard and waiting long,

Afterward, the golden reaping,
Harvest home and grateful song.

Now. the long and toilsome duty
Stone by stonc to carve and bring;

Aftcrward, the pnkct beauty
Of tllc palace of the King.

Now, the training, strange and lowly,
Unexplained and tedious now;

Aftcrward. the service holy,
Ane! the Master's" Enter thou" !

(F. R. Hauergal).

A GRAND ENCOURAGEMENT

There is in Llle Word of God a grand encouragement to go on
in faith. From Genesis to the Revelation the sacred page is full of
the records of those who went patiently on. The Old Testament
saints died" infinite, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar ofT." The lesson they learned is for us, too; and we
need so much teaching. God's people must be a waiting people.
for the Lore! has His appointed time and season. We do well to
remember this day by day. When Israel was in the affliction of
Egypt, and the Lord was showing His mighty wonders to the
Egyptians, we read, "The Lord appointed a set time" (Exodus
9 : 5). So it ever is. There is a time of mercy and of grace. There
is a time of deliverance and relief. The long time of patient
endurance will issue in the glorious time when "faith will vanish
into sight, hope be emptied in delight."
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

A SERMON

[Among Gospel M aga;:.ine readers are those who were privileged
to enjoy the friendship of the late MR. .J. E. HAZELTON. "The
memory of the just is blessed," and those who knew Mr. HazeIton
revere his memory. Here we publish one of his sermons, which we
believe has not been in print before, and which we pray may be a
blessing to our readers.]

" He shall dwell on high; his place of defence shall bc' the munitions
of rocks; bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sure."
-Isa. 33: 16.

HISTORICALLY this chapter describes the invasion of Sennacherib,
the Eastern spoiler. In the 8th verse we have reference to his
breaking of the covenant, that is to the tribute which Hezekith so
foolishly gave him. and which St:nllacherib received and promised
on the strength of it to retire from the country. But no sooner had
he received the money than armies began again to assemble and
advance against Jerusalem, and desolation and devastation were
spread on the right hand and on the left. This chapter gives gracious
assurance that the armies of Sennacherib should fall before Jehovah.
One hundred and eighty-five thousand men passed away in one
night. but with the invasion of Sennacherib the hearts of men began
to fail them for fear, for his power was the most formidable then
known upon the earth. The Assyrians were people of exceedingly
ferocio'llS disposition and of unbounded cruelty in the execution of
their purposes. Their leaders were most bold and unscrupulous men.
and therefore the times in Jerusalem were sad and terrible indeed.
'Ve can picture the people of Jerusalem Aying before the advancing
armies. and .apparently inevitable ruin and certain destruction stared
J udea in the face.

Then in the 10th verse there is this word, just at this moment in
Judea's crisis, when the armies are closing in upon Jerusalem
"Now will I rise, saith the Lord." I have been quiet; My people
have thought that My Arm was not to be stretched out, and that
My Eye was closed to the troubles and sorrows of My children,
"Now will I arise, saith the Lord." And so in connection with this,
this chapter is full of gracious promises. of Divine assurances, of
sweet and comfortable words given to the Lord's own people in
Judea and Jerusalem. Here is the answer to Hezekiah's prayer when
he went up to the House of the Lord and spread Sennacherib's
blasphemous letter before the Lord.
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In the 14th verse we have a description of the false professors of
religion, the" sinners in Zion." They were afraid, they were over
taken with fear, but "Now will I arise, saith the Lord." The
children of Zion were made joyful in their King-, and among- the
promises was th is full, sweet, gracious one of our text. .Just as
Judah and .Jerusalem in those olden days, face to face with the
Assyrians, were plung-ed in sorrow and trial, children of God today
often have to pass throug-h times of sorrow and trouble, but then it
is that they learn that help and salvation are in the Lord alone;
then it is that wc prove that the Lord Jesus is " able to save to the
uttermost all that come unto God by Him." I t is in the crisis of
life, in the time of the dark outlook, that we demonstrate the Divine
and blessed reality of an ever present God, and learn that when
every human hand fails, and every human heart comes short of what
we stand in need of, the Lord says, "Now will I arise; My Hand
shall be' seen; the power of My love shall be felt. I will save My
people and scatter their foes." Our God will save either in trouble
or out of trouble. Perhaps He sees fit to cause the trouble still to
continue, hilt He will save us in trouble, and then there is this
blessed word, He will save us out of trouble. I like that word in the
2nd verse, (( Our salvation also in the time of trouble." That not
only incllldcs special troubles, temporal or spiritual, but it declares
this, there is not a sing-le season or time when trouble comes that
the Lord will not save His people out of it. Is it a time of trouble,
a season of trouble? He is our salvation on such an occasion. "Call
upon Mc in the day of trouble and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
g-lorify Mc."

Look at this verse for a few moments. Here are some character
istics of the gracious life; then there is the security of the children
of God, and lastly their supply; the character, the security and the
supply of the people of God.

THEIR CHARACTER. Who shall" dwell on high"? You will find
a definition of the character of those who are so favoured in the
2nd verse and also in the 15th. Now what are the characteristics of
a gracious life? The outward and visible characteristics of God's
people are described in these two verses. In the 2nd verse we have
this-prayer and expectation. "Oh Lord, be g-racious unto us"
there is prayer. "We have waited for Thee "-there is expectation.
In the 15th verse we have the life of practical godliness which
Gr;I('(' Divine in the heart will ever evolve and display.

/)T(/1'(:1", eXfJecatiO'n and the life of practical godTiness. What are
tile'S!' ':' Necessary results of an inward, hidden life. Do we possess,
tll',a J' I'ric'nds, this inner life, this hidden life? Has the Finger of
Divillt' Crace touched our hearts? Have we been born again? Is
Cllris' I'ol'lllcd in our hearts the hope of glory? If this be so the
rOllls ,d' 1';lilh and love in my heart cling- to the Lord Jesus Christ.
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If so, my heart and spirit realise a depth and reality in the things
unseen and eternal which are better felt than described, and the
gracious man or woman with a heart fixed on Christ (with faith
and love twining around unseen things) bears the f ru it first of all
of prayer, then of expectation, and lastly of praetical and vital
godliness. True religion, the religion which we seek to explain and
pray may find a place in the hearts of these dear children. is a
thing of the heart; it is out of sight; it is the work of the Eternal
Spirit. But though out of sight and deep in the heart, it always
makes its presence known, and is fragrance discerned hy the accents
of prayer, by the attitude of expectation, and hy the palhwav of a
practical and God-glorifying life.

PRAYER

Prayer! "0 Lord be gr.acious unto us." Here is a test for every
earnest seeking soul. How many young people there are here this
morning, and I am always prayerfully anxious hOlh ror lhose who
have made a profession of religioll, and lho~;(' who have not, that
they should never take thin!!;s ror gLlllted in relalion to that which
pertains to their eternal welLtre. ])0 yOIl dwell on high? Is God
your God? Is this an ('(crnal [('alily to you;> Is there a Presence
unseen and EteTllal moving hy yOllr side, holdin.g· you up, diffusing
peace in your heart;> Is it so? Here is a test. If your prayer. the
utterance of yOllr heart, corresponds with this word, you are one of
the Lord's..• 0 Lord be gracious unto us." That is the cry of a new
man in Christ. of a young woman whose heart has been opened as
Lydia's to receive the Lord.

What is grace? Undeserved favour. What do we imply by this
prayer? That we have not an atom of claim upon God; that we
deserve to be sent to Hell, and that if God is gracious to us. it is
only on the ground of a Saviour's merits. All this is implied in this
prayer, "0 Lord be gracious unto us; we will wait (or we have
waited) for Thee "-that is, we would wait His time because His
times are ever wise.

EXPECTATION

Then if you are God's own child, if you are to be a successful
Sunday School teacher, if you are to have a gracious living realis
ation of Divine things, you will also put up this prayer-" Be Thou
their arm every morning; our salva tion also in the time of trouble."
We cannot live on stale religion. or stale experience. Our cry is
"Lord be Thou my Arm this morning. I am ,goin.g into the class,
into the pulpit, into the business. Past grace will not suffice; r
fa2e this difficulty, and occupy this position, leaning afresh upon the
Arm that is never withdrawn. and looking to Thee Who art my
life and salvation." We want the Everlasting Arm new every morn
ing. We want freshness in Divine things, the compassions that fail
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not, but arc new every morning, so that we may not always be
looking back, looking to past experience (helpful as that is at times),
but that we may know the daily Arm, the springing well, the
perpetual freshness which a precious Christ is to all His dear people.

PRACTICAL GODLINESS

Then there is the life of practical godliness as described in the
15th verse. Before we show the beauty of the promises we must
describe the characters to whom they are spoken. Practical godli
ness; that is grace in the heart becoming visible in the character,
and the 15th verse is practically the shining of the light which God
has kindkd, the savour of the life which He has imparted. To walk
righteollsly is to occupy the positions and relationships of life, testi
fying whose we are. It is to have a speech " seasollf~d " or flavoured
with salt. A gracious man or woman will not be hard upon the
neighbour when his back is against the wall, but will despise the
gain of oppressions; they will not take advantage of ignorance by
askin,~ for an article more than it is worth. I feel we want to
bring- th('se things out into practice. "He despiseth the gain of
oppressions, and shaketh his hand from holding of bribes, stoppeth
his (';Irs from hearing of blood and shutteth his eyes from seeing
(~vi1." That is, he hates sin, he finds no amusement in it. This
he<1 rs ('xactly upon the life of today; the world is full of evil. Do we
walk worthily as those passing through an enemy's country? Look
at the literature of the day! What garbage it is on which corruption
feeds. 'I,ook at the men in the gutters in the streets. and see what
they sell in the shape of literature. Look at the shops; the windows
arC' filII of garbage on which corruption feeds. The children of the
livin!~ God will stop their ears and shut their eyes, and seek that
they may live God-glorifying lives. Young men and women, and
indeed all of us who know and love the Lord, wc want to stand
clear of these things, separated by God's grace in thought, word
and deed. We want youn~ men and women who by Grace Divine
will liV(' the life of Daniel's courage, of Mary's contemplation and
of Martha's p<1 tient persevering service.

DWELLERS ON HIGH

Those who wait upon the Lord, those who say" God be gracious
unto us," those who desire to walk in the ways of God's command
ments, what is the word for you? You a shall dwell on high," your
place of defence in this hostile world shall be er the munitions of
rocks." But what the future? "Bread shall be given you, and your
waters shall be sure." Oh! to dwell on high. What does it mean?
I n heart, in spirit, in thought, in affection. The children of God
arc still indeed in the world, strangers and pilgrims; still arc they
tossing on the stormy, changeful sea of life. But I know some who
whilst tossed and tearful and changeable here, know a little of what
it i, to " dwell on high" above the smoke of the battle on the plain,
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above the noise and confusion there, To dwell in heart in the city
which is set upon the Rock, surrounded by salvation walls. All that
is real is on high! All that is true is on high. Our precious Saviour
is on high. "He shall dwell on high" on the mountain tops, and
there the living streams of water How. The highest mountains arc
the places where the clouds gather, and the clouds pour out their
streams of water there, and down How the streams which come from
the mountains' fountains .and from the clouds above. And so those
who dwell on high know what the clouds of God's blessing are, the
streams which come from above, the mountain fountains of His
grace and love. "They shall dwell on high "-their home and their
portion, and their "place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks."
Munitions are military stores of that which is need for warfare.
Dwelling on high, in the place of the munitions of rocks, there T
have all the stores that I need for life's battle and warfare; in the
clefts of the rock and the secret places of the stairs. When in trouble
and perplexity the heart cries out" Lead me. 0 Lord, to the Rock
that is higher than I." God is proved to be ollr Rdugr ancl Strengt.h,
a very present. help in time of trouble.

I like that old ru,ggecl version, lhe Scotch v<Tsion of onc of the
Psalms. It I];)s often been rolled ill wintry willds by the Covenanters.

And round about Jerusalem
The mountains stand alway,
Henceforth and for aye.

" Their place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks." Chosen
before the foundation of the world, bought by the precious Blood of
Christ, quickened by Cod the Holy Spirit-munitions of rocks are
they, and if we dwell there in experience and feeling, how comfort
ing it. is. But it makes no difference t.o our safety whether we
experience it or not, for if we are t.he Lord's people we are there.
Will t.he Fat.her lose His purpose? Will His design be frust.rat.ed ~

Will the Saviour lose t.he purchase of His Blood, and will the Spirit.
Eternal suffer t.o die out the life He has given ? The number will
be complete when He makes up His jewels.

To dwell llpon the promises is to dwell on the munit.ions of rocks.
When we grip this-" I will be with thee "-we dwell on high.
When fait.h holds to this-" My God shall supply all your need,
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus "-we dwell on
high. Oh to dwell on high in the pure atmosphere, in the land of
the clear outlook, where we dwell wit.h God.

PROMISED SUPPLIES

Lastly sUjl/JNe.,-" Bread shall be given him, and his waters shall
be sure." This is true of temporals, daily bread. Necessaries arc
promised, they are sure. "Bread shall be given thee," a loaf as we
want it day by day, fresh (if I may so speak) from God's own oven
of grace. "Bread shall be given thee." In drought God's people
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will have a Cherith to drink from, and supplies will be given. Your
spiritual life, your true life consists not in the abundance of outward
things which we possess. The light of God's countenance is better
than corn and wine. His favour is life, His lovingkindness is better
than life. The soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness;
his waters shall be sure, living waters of the grace of the Holy
Spirit. My religion will fail, says one. No it will not, for the
living waters are not dried up by summer heat or frozen by wintry:
cold. Think of that sweet word in Exodus 33, "Behold there i!j, a
place by Me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock." Oh dear child of
God, Sabbath School teacher, ye who feel your need of impulse and
filling, the Lord says" Behold there is a place by Me." By the side
of Him we love, our Promiser, our fulness and life. We shelter in
the promise and find we have .a place by the side of the Promiser,
and from Rock where the living waters flow. We see what the eyes
of the world cannot see, what the ears of the world cannot hear,
what the heart of the world cannot conceive-we see Jesus crowned
with glory and honour, fairer than the sons of men; we see the city
which £lath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God.

A dear woman, whose sight has failed in a peculiar manner of
late, was speaking to me last Friday and mourning in some respects
over her failure of sight. She said, " I cannot see to read, or even
sec you, but when I go to the window and look out, I can sce the
stars although so far away." So with regard to the children of God.
The things just before us we fail to see. God has hidden the future
from our view, but dwelling on high we see the stars, the promises,
the love, the grace of our God. "Thine eyes shall see the King in
His beauty, they shall behold the land that is very far off," and
the eyes of them that are dim shall see clearly in the day when He
appears. Oh that all here, all these dear chihldren and others, knew
the inner meaning of this glowing, glorious word of our text this
morning. Has anyone listened who has made no profession, and
yet who has felt an earnest longing desire that they might be
numbered with the people of God? From your hearts does this
prayer arise, " 0 Lord be gracious unto me "? If so, God gives His
answer in another chapter of this Book-" He will be very gracious
unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when He shall hear He will
answer thee."
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PROTESTANT BEACON

"FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH"

[Note.-In our issue of December last there appeared a poem on
the martyrdom of Polycarp, by Ernest Bacon. Truly the faithful
saint has ., left on earth a peerless name," and this brief account of
the circumstances attending- the martyr's death will be of more than
ordinary interest to Gospel Maga;;Jne readers. It is from the pen of
Rev. H. M. Carson, Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge.]

POLYCARP
PERSECUTJON had broken out against the Christians at Smyrna in
Asia Minor. It was about A.D. 155, and the Roman Emperor was
Antoninlls Pius. On the whole, his reign marked a period of quiet
for the Church, but here in Smyrna things were difTerent. The mob
which crowded the stadium was thirstinr; for the blood of the
Christians. The Roman Procollsld was gi\'in~ W;I\' to llll'ir d('lll,lI1ds,
and Christians wen' lh'in~ in !II{' ;lr(,II;I-,collr~("(I, hun1l'd. thrown
to the wild beasts-all to ,atisf\" tilt· nowd. Om' of t}1(' la.,t to come
was a young fellow called Germanic"s. Th(' Proconsul tried to
persuade him, for tll(' sake of his youth, to saw himself by denying
Christ. But Germanicus was dctc;rmined to stand firm, and died
courageomly. His courage enraged the crowd and now the cry
began, "Let search be made for Polycarp! "

Polycarp, the bishop of the church in Smyrna, was by this time
an old man well over eighty years of age. He had been a disciple
of the Apostle John, and so was a link with the men who were
companions of the Lord Jesus. Besides this, his uprip;ht lire and his
devotion to Christ had made him one greatly loved by the Christians
in Smyrna. When Polycarp heard that they wpre searchinr; for him,
he wished to remain in the town, hut the majority of the Christians
persuaded the old man to withdraw to a farm outside the city.
Then, as the pursuit continued, he moved to another farm. Mean
wnile, the police took two boys who were slaves on the first farm,
and tortured them until one yielded and disclosed Polycarp's where
abollCs. This tinw, although he could have escaped once more,
Polycarp refused to do so. and was .arrested. His one request was
for an hour's respite for prayer, and this was granted. Indeed,
many of the police felt almost ashamed to come and take such a
vf'nerable old man.

Back in the city he was brought before the Proconsul who tried
to persuade him to save himself by denying his faith. The Christians
were looked on as atheists because they asserted that the gods of the
heathen were only idols. So the Proconsul urged him to say, "Away
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with the atheists." Polycarp beckoned with his hand to the heathen
crowd who surrounded the stadium and, pointing- to them, said,
" Away with the atheists." The Proconsul, however, still urg-ed him
to swear by the genius of Caesar. "Swear and I release thee, revile
the Christ." Tllen came the memorable answer: "Eighty and six
years have J served Him and He hath done me no wrong: how
then can I blaspheme my King who saved me? "

When at l::lst the Proconsul found that Polycarp would be moved
neither hy threats nor by appeals, he ordered his crier to proclaim
in the middle of the stadium, " Po!ycarp has confessed himself to be
a Christian." At this, the mob began to shout, and to demand that
a lion he let Ollt against Polycarp. This demand was refused as the
" sports" wne now officially over. So they began to yell and
demand that Polycarp should be burnt alive. By this time they
were almost out of hand, and rushed off to collect logs and faggots
for tll(' fire. The old man was tied to a stake, but in the face of the
angTY mob, and with the prospect of an awful death before him, he
remained calm. There was no word of complaint or of rebuke to
those who were treating him so vilely. Instead, he began to pray.
Jt was a prayer of thanksgiving that God had counted him worthy
of SI Jlrering for Christ's sake-" I bless Thee in that Thou hast
dcemed me worthy of this day and hour: that I might take a
pOrlion in the number of the martyrs in the cup of Christ."

So died a great man of God and a devoted servant of Christ.
He wns above all else a man of prayer. Prayer was for him a normal
nClivity-in fact, it was an absolute necessity. Thus when persecution
camc and death stared him in the face he did not falter. The
regular steady prayer-life which had been his constant experience
was still his stay in his last moments. He had learn the secret that
to be mighty for God one must be mighty with God; to be faithful
unto death one must be faithful in the place of prayer. The
Christian to-day who will stand firm in face of every test is still the
Christian who learns day by day the value of his quiet time with
God. "Lord, teach us to pray."

POPE JOHN'S GENERAL COUNCIL

REACTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSAL

How would John Bunyan have described the Papacy if he had
('nvisaged the power and authority wielded by the Vatican in 1959?
No doubt he would have found a fig-ure just as fitting as the Giant
('OIl(" of the mid-seventeenth century whom he so aptly portrays.
Wllik nlmyan's Giant had" grown so crazy and stiff in his joints!
t h'll IJ(' cm now do little more than sit in his cave's mouth, grinning
:11 pill',rims ;IS they go by, and biting his nails because he cannot
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come at them," his modern counterpart, with the system which he
heads, shows himself to be immensely busy. In fact, Roman
Catholics themselves profess to be surprised at the activity of the
new Pope John "XXII!." It seems that after what are called
" two very full and active pontificates of great achievement," some
expected a period of consolidation. While this may be so, the
announcement at the end of January did not confirm such beliefs,
for the Pope declared his intention of calling a General Council.
This would seem to portend a full-scale Papal offensive.

At the time of the Pope's election a good deal was made of his
contacts with the Orthodox Churches. Indeed, Pope John has lived
at Constantinople for a number of years, and is the first Pope for
centuries to have done so. Whatever matters therefore may be
discussed when the Council meets, it is likely that questions relating
to these Eastern Churches will receive much consideration.

PREVIOUS COUNCILS

Since only one Council has been held in the past 400 years it
will be well to refer briefly to it, and also to look hack to the Council
of Trent (1545-1564).

The Vatican Council of 1870 was announced some five years
before it eventually took place. In 1868 Pius IX addressed a letter
to the bishops of the Eastern Churches inviting them to attend the
Council, and expressing pious hopes of union with Rome. It ap
pears that before the letter was handed to those for whom it was
intended, it was published in the newspapers. When therefore the
Pope's representative handed it to the Ecumenical Patriarch in
Constantinople, he passed it back unopened. The others followed
suit, and there was no Orthodox representation at the Council.
Other un-Reformed Churches did not attend, and the Church of
England was not invited.

Another letter was sent forth in 1868 in which the Pope called on
all Protestants and" other non-Catholics" to return to the Romish
commumon.

When the Council did meet the 700 bishops took six months to
define the Decree of Papal Infallibility. Their meeting was then
rudely interrupted because Rome was taken by the forces of the
House of Savoy.

THE COUNCIL OF TRENT

A further glance back to the Reformation period shows us the
Council of Trent, which sat on and off for about twenty years.
During this time it defined the errors upon which the Church of
Rome is based doctrinally. The findings of the Council of Trent,
known as the Tridentine Decrees, or the Creed of Pope Pius IV,

\

together with the Immaculate Conception (1854), Papal Infallibility
(1870), and in this century the Assumption of the Virgin Mary,
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constitute the doctrinal statements of this corrupt church. An in
formative account of Trent is to be found in the Oxford historian,
J. A. Froude's Lectures on the Council of Trent.

The Council is remarkable for the freedom with which it curses
and anathematizes. The total and protracted length of its meeting,
and the barren, unfruitful, and erroneous conclusions reached give
us no reason to hope that Pope John's Council will do any better.
Indeed, the Papal Decrees issued during the last 105 years as
doctrines to bt: bdieved for eternal salvation, show that the Papacy
has gone deeper and deeper in the mire, and further and further
astray from tht: lig-ht of truth which is found only in the inspired
Word of God. Wt: therefore expect nothing of benefit to the Church
of God to cm('rge from any Romish Council which may be convened.
We desire at the same time to recognise that our Sovereign God
can use tht: counsels of sinners for His own gracious purposes, just
as the words of Caiaphas the high priest were prophetic of the
purposl' of Christ's death (see John 11: 49-52).

Both 'I'n'lIt and the Vatican Council were unbalanced in their
representation. In" A Handbook on the Papacy" (1950), Right
Hev. W. S. Kerr says the membership of the Council was a "scan
dalous defect" (p. 269). For example, " Italy had 276 bishops while
the I'I'St of Europe had only 265." Calvin criticises Trent thus:
", ... So I have heard; they keep quarrelling and croaking away
lik(' the frogs of Aristophanes. At length those famous decrees are
concocted and afterwards given out as the responses of the Holy
Spiril."

011 tll(~ Decree of the second session of the Council of Trent
C:dvill ohserves: "As they know that the name of Council is held
in hOllollr, they use it for the purpose of procuring respect to them
sclv('s frolll good men, to whom they are unknown; for while they
kCl'PIISillg sllch swelling words as Sacred, Ecumenical, and Universal
COlIlICil, lawfully met in the Holy Spirit, they dazzle the eyes of the
silllple. IIlIt as it is a part of Christian modesty to reverence the
alllllmily of the Church, so it is the part of prudence to take heed
thllt Sal:1/l do not delude us by a fallacious pretext. Here, indeed,
tlt!'r'l' is 110 necessity for such careful prudence, for we have not to
g'lllIrd :1,I.:ainst spiritual imposture, or some more hidden subtlety.
1,('1 liS ouly open our eyes, and we'shall see that what they clothe
ill slid 1 spl('nclid titles is nothing. When they published this Canon,
Iwdlaps Iwenty bishops were present. This is what they call an
II11 iI'l'I'S; tI Council. and the more to overawe the ignorant, they use

11 (:I'l'l'k lefrn, as if an unknown word were to have the power of a
rllilgi(':t1 charm! But what is meant by calling it an CEcumenical
(:(lIllll'il:' It is the same as if it were said that all the bishops
1111'(1111',110111 the habitable globe had flocked to Trent. Had it been
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.only a Provincial Council they should have been ashamed of tile
fewness of its members. \:Vhy, then, or on what ground skdl we
regard this as a Holy Council? "

We venture to think that not a few of Calvin's words in his tract
"Canons of Trent, with the Antidote," may be applied to the
Council which Pope John" XXIII" purposes to summon.

A nice point relating to the Council which will doubtless COUIl'

under discussion is dealt with by Rev. Dr. C . .J. Casher in his
" Protestant Dictionary" article on "Councils." He says that tl J('

Vatican Council "was not dissolved, but by the Pope's decn'e
suspended, on alleged political reasons, so that any future Council
must take up and continue the work of the Vatican Counci1."

(To be oontinued:) H.(;.ll.T1.

CONGRATULATIONS TO 1'1 lE I'OPE

A Cospel Magazine reader in Hove, M r. 1". 1 r. Cilaplin. l!;IS ('x
pressed his "sad pleasure" at our "increased references to tile
inroads of the Papacy in this country." He feels that" the neglect
of serious intelligent Protestantism by the Evangelicals of these
Islands" is largely responsible, and that it may rightly be asked of
us, as Jeremiah asked it of Israel of old: "Hast thou not procured
this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy Cod? "

Our correspondent expresses his personal distress that" our young
but esteemed Sovereign" should have sent" warm congratulations"
to the new Pope with" best wishes for your health and welfare in
the discharge of the exalted duties to which you have been called."
Mr. Chaplin points out that the" duties" of Pope John XX III will
include the carrying out of the decrees of the Council of Trent
(1564) ,
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