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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORlNTHIANS i. 4.

THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO READING IT

"Blessed is the man that heareth me,
Watching daily art my gates,
Waiting at the posts of my doors."-Proverbs 8 : 34.

THE child of God views the Book of Proverbs as a book of guidance
in practical wisdom and social conduct. He knows that "all Scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, for instruction (discipline) in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every
good work" (2 Timothy 3 : 16, 17). As he loves the Book of Psalms
as a book of heartfelt devotion to God, so he delights in the Book of
the Proverbs as a wonderful means of guidance in conducting his
everyday life "in the fear of the Lord" and in "walking worthy of the
Lord unto all pleasing."

It is a book which is specially valued in the East. It has been
recorded that the colporteurs of the American Bible Mission in Asia
Minor were often asked by Mohammedans for a copy of the Book of
Proverbs, with the result that it proved an opening door for the rest
of the Scriptures, including the Gospels of the New Testament.

The purpose of this "Family Portion" is to give an encouragement
to the reading of the Book of Proverbs. No portion of Scripture
should be neglected or rarely used by the child of God.
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«IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE mM"

In England the Book of Proverbs is often discounted as bcinff
largely "utilitarian" in its spirit, as having a "worldly-profit motive, '
and as having «littLe' of a personal GOld" in it. Hence it is perhaps
well if we give at first some examples of its fear of God.

"The fear of the Lord" is put at the foot of all, and is particularly
mentioned in places :

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;
But fools despise wisdom and instruction."-Proverbs 1 : 7.

"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,
And lean not unto thine own understanding;
In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct thy paths."-Proverbs 3 : 5, 6).

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom:
And the knowledge of the holy (the Holy One) is understanding."

-Proverbs 9 : 10.
"By mercy and truth iniquity is purged :
And by the fear of the Lord men depart from eviI."-Proverbs

16: 6.
"My son, fear thou the Lord and the king:
And meddle not with them that are given to change."-Proverbs

24: 21.
When giving a young man the plainest warning against immoral

ity, the words are given:
"For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord:
And He pondereth all his goings."-5 : 21.

We may add that "The Lord" occurs some 86 times in the book.
WATCHING DAILY AT WISDOM'S GATE

In my early Christian days I was led to read daily a chapter
from the Book of Proverbs. As there were thirty-one chapters in the
book I read the chapter according to the day of the month. This
I did for many years, and under God's hand it proved a blessing to
me.

Among passages which I recall as being specially impressed on
me were:

"In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct thy paths."-Proverbs 3 : 6.

With it came the similar message:
"Commit thy works unto the Lord,
And thy thoughts shall be established."-Proverbs 16 : 3.

Another passage was:
"Honour the Lord with thy substance,
And with the firstfruits of all thine increase."-Proverbs 3 : 9.

The directness and brevity of Proverbs 4: 15 early laid hold on me
(as to the path of evil men) :
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"Avoid it, pass not by it,
Turn from it, and pass away."

As a student I was impressed with the profound scorn in the Book
of the sluggard and with the need of being "diligent in business,"
my "business" at the time being that of study. I can remember
collecting and writing out all the references to the evil of drink
and very striking they are. I also specially noted the various passages
on refraining one's lips, e.g., Proverbs 17: 27, 28.

Later in life, passages from Proverbs would be brought to my
mind almost unbidden, and I can remember on one particular occa
sion no less than four passages from one chapter (chapter 27) proving,
in God's hands, a direct means of guidance in thought and action
during the course of one day.

"Blessed is the man that heareth me,
Watching daily at thy gates,

Waiting at the posts of my doors."-Proverbs 8: 34.
Today in general company it usually raises a smile of amusement

to acknowledge being guided by these so-called "old-world" pro
verbs; but it is still true that the Book of Proverbs is able:

"To give subtilty to the simple,
To the young man knowledge and discretion."-Proverbs 1 : 4.

SOME WHO USED THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

In studying a particular book in the Old Testament I am often
helped by noting those who in the New Testament have made use
of it. It is always a special joy to me, if my he.art has been drawn,
say, to a particular Psalm, to find that THE LORD JESUS is recorded
as having used that Psalm Himself. He used, I believe, the Book of
Proverbs when He marked how in the house of one of the chief
Pharisees the guests chose out the chief rooms or seats (Luke 14:
7-11), and spoke to them a parable based on the words:

"Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king,
And stand not in the place of great men:
For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither,
Than that thou shouldest be put lower
In the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen."

Proverbs 24 : 6-7.

The evangelist LUKE wrote to Theophilus "that thou mightest
know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been in
structed" (Luke 1 : 4). He used words from the Book of Proverbs:

"Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and
knowledge, that I might make thee to know the certainty of the
words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth
to them that send unto thee ?"-Proverbs 22: 20, 21.
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PAUL made use of Proverbs quoting a striking passage:
"If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat:
And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink:
For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head-
And the Lord shall reward thee."-Proverbs 25: 21, 22.

See Romans 12: 20.
The WRITER OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS made use of :

"My son, despise not the chastening of of the Lord:
Neither be weary of His correction:
For whom the Lord loveth He correcteth,
Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth."-Proverbs

3 : 11, 12.
See Hebrews 12: 5, 6, and following verses.

PETER, who constantly quoted the Old Testament Scriptures in
his speeches, also used Proverbs in his epistles:

"Hatred stirreth up strifes :
But love covereth all sins."-Proverbs 10 : 12.

See 1 Peter 4 : 8: "And above all things have fervent charity (love)
among yourselves: for charity (love) shall cover the multitude of
sins."

Similarly:
"Surely He scorneth the scorpers :

But He giveth grace unto the lowly."-Proverbs 3 : 34.
See 1 Peter 5 : 5.

In his Second Epistle Peter quoted:
"As a dog returneth to his vomit,

So a fool returneth to his folly."-Proverbs 26 : 11.
See 2 Peter 2 : 25 :

"But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb:
The dog is turned to his own vomit again;
And the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire."

With these examples before us-the Lord Jesus, Luke, Paul, Peter
-we may approach the Book of Proverbs with added interest and
desire.

AN OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

It is a help to a reader to have a ready outline of the Book as a
whole.

The first part (chapters 1-9) is a Young Man's book-it consists of
a father's guidance to a son; hence the constant repetition or the
address, "My son." It is the call of Wisdom to youth.

"My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.. .. ..
My son, walk not thou in the way with them;
Refrain thy foot from their path:
For their feet run to evil,
And make haste to shed blood...."-Proverbs 1 : 10-19.
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What a message to "Teddy Boys" of today! How plain and direct
are the words of warning- ag-ainst the evil woman.

The second part (chapters 10: 1-22: 16) consists of "The Pro
verbs of Solomon"-375 of them. They are nearly all couplets, best
read when printed in a form (e.g., in the Stirling Bible) which
shows their actual form of couplets--e.g. :

"Hatred stirreth up strifes :
But love covereth all sins."-Proverbs 10: 12.

They are couplets to be considered individually.

The third part (Proverbs 22 : 17 to 24: 34) contains 38 proverbs
("The Words of the Wise"). Some of these have a more extended
form-e.g., the passage (23 : 29-35) on the evil of intoxicating drink.

The fourth part (chapters 24-29) contain 104 "proverbs of Solo
mon, which the men of Hezekiah, king of Judah, copied out." Here
again there is a more extended form.

The fifth and final part (chapters 30-31) consists of Three Ap-
pendices:

The words of Agur to his pupils Ithiel and Deal (30: 1);
The words of King Lemuel's Mother (31: 1);
The Alphabetical Description (twenty-two verses) of the Capable

Wife (31 :10-31).

The regular reading of these parts of the Book of Proverbs would,
by the power and guidance of God's Holv Spirit, enable a Christian
to walk in life in a way worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called.

CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

But the Christian desires especially to see "CHRIST IN ALL THE
SCRIPTURES" (to quote the title of Miss Hodgkin's book written in
1908). That great expounder of Cod's grace, the Rev. W. H. Krause,
M.A. (of Dublin), said that much Gospel truth lies under the surf.ace
of the Book of Proverbs, but is little sought for and discovered.
The Christian will always be on the look-out for messages that
"testify of Christ" (John 5 : 39), though he will not wish unduly to
press, or strain, the real meaning of a passage.

We recently quoted John Berridge's excellent hymn on Christ as a
Friend, based on Proverbs 18: 24 :

"A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly;
And there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother."

But the great feature of the Book of Proverbs is the CALL OF

WISDOM, especially in chapter 8, where we can readily see the Lord
Jesus Christ Who is the Wisdom of Cod (1 Corinthians 1 : 24) and
"in Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"
(Colossians 2: 9). Read in this light:
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The' Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way,
Before His works of old.
I was set up from everlasting,
From the beginnin~ or ever the earth was.
When there were no depths, I was brought forth;
When there were no fountains abounding with water.
Before the mountains were settled,
Before the hills was I brought forth:
While as yet He had not made the earth,
Nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world.
When He prepared the heavens, I was there;
When He set a compass on the face of the depth.

•

Then I was by Him, as One bought up with Him;
And I was daily His delight,
Rejoicing always before Him:
Rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth;
And My delights were with the sons of men."-Proverbs 8: 22-31.

This has been wonderfully expressed of the Lord Jesus Christ by
the Evangelical poet, William Cowper :

"Ere God had built the mountains,
Or raised the fruitful hills;

Before He filled the fountains,
That feed the running rills;

In Me, from everlasting,
The wonderful I AM

Found pleasures never wasting
And Wisdom is My name.

"When, like a tent to dwell in,
He spread the skies abroad,

And swathed about the swelling
Of ocean's mighty flood,

He wrought by weight and measure;
And I was with Him then:

Myself the Father's pleasure,
And Mine the sons of men."

Thus Wisdom's words discover
Thy glory and Thy grace,

Thou everlasting lover
Of our unworthy race.

Thy gracious eye surveyed us
Ere stars were seen above;

In wisdom Thou has made us,
And died for US in love.

And couldst Thou be delighted
With creatures such as we,

Who, when we saw Thee, slighted,
And nailed Thee to a tree?

Unfathomable wonder,
And mystery Divine!-

The voice that speaks in thunder,
Says, "Sinner, I am thine !-"

-William Cowper, 1779,
W,O,S.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

TRUE FREEDOM

By the Rev. C. Carter (St. Stephen's, Clapham Park)

\tVILLIAM WILBERFORCE

103

NEAR the time I write this there was born a baby boy who, in his
time, really put Clapham on the map, just two hundred years ago!
He was WILLIAM WILBERFORCE. He was evidently "bright and
breezy": and at the age of twenty-six years he was elected a
member of Parliament for a Yorkshire constituency, and took a
house facing Clapham Common so as to be near the House of
Commons.

Wilberforce and his friends were rich and prosperous, well clothed,
well fed, driving weIl-gToomed horses. Of these men remarked
Thackeray in The Newcomes, " In Egypt itself there were not more
savoury fleshpots than at Clapham." Little did men, as Thackeray,
guess the almost monastic self-discipline by which these well-to-do
Christians ordered each day of their lives.

Wilberforce wrote: "My business is in the world, and I must mix
in the assemblies of men, or quit the part which Providence seems
to have assigned to me." He moved in society, and was" given to
hospitality," believing it to be a duty; but every temptation to self
indulgence was rigidly held in check.

Like all Evangelicals in those days, Wilberforce was a very early
riser, realising intensely the value of time. Every hour was mapped
out beforehand; some of Wilberforce's time-tables were discovered
after his death-so many hours of prayer, so many for Bible study,
so many for business, so many for rest, and a column at the end
in which to enter all the time that had been squandered. He made
a point of setting apart three hours a day for prayer-from 5 a.m.
to 6 a.m., from 12 noon to 1 p.m., and from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. These
men regarded their wealth as not their own but God's: a business
man's ledger is always the best commentary on his religion.

THE SLAVE TRADE ABOLISHED

Wilberforce was strongly convicted under the preaching of the
Gospel of the grace of God by the Rev. John Venn at Clapham, and
he and his friends, as soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ, struck at
every stronghold of the enemy. .lames Stephen, neighbour of Wilber
force, had seen slavery in the West Inclies, and Zachary Macaulay,
another neighbour, had seen it in Africa, and they could describe
to others the sudden night raid on some peaceful native village, the
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drag-ging of men, women and children in chains to the coast. Ill(' I()Il~

slow voyage across the Atlantic, the filth and stench of the poisonolls
hold, where the slaves were packed in layers, then the work on sllgar
plantations beneath the overseer's whip.

More than 200 English vessels were engaged in this work, and an
immense amount of English capital was invested in the trade: thc
opposition was tremendous, ship owners, merchants, planters and
financiers were at once up in arms.

The struggle, led by Wilberforce in Parliament, for the abolition
of slavery lasted for 20 years. Eleven times the Bill was introduced,
debated and defeated. Public opinion had to be educated by what
appeared an endless succession of meetings. Hundreds of pamphlets
had to be written, committees of one kind or another attended
almost daily, petitions org-anised, deputations headed, Cabinet
Ministers and newspaper editors interviewed and instructed. The
work was overwhelming-. At one time the friends agreed to sacrifice
one night's rest a week in order to sift the mass of evidence which
was pounng m.

At last, in spite of hope deferred, the victory was won, and dj('
Bill was carried by 283 votes to 16. As Dr. Overton later wrote: " It
was not only Evangelicals but Evangelicanism that abolished tilt'

slave trade"; the doctrines these men held compelled them to do
the work.

FREEDOM TODAY

Freedom is a word which rings in the ears of Englishmen lik,' a
voice of a trumpet. We live in :l land which is the very cl';ldl(' of
freedom.

To win and preserve freedom has been the aim of mcll1Y n;ll ional
struggles which have deluged the earth with blood. Lilwrty II;IS
been the cause in which myriads of Greeks, Romans, (;1'I'III:lnS,
Poles, Swiss, Americans and Englishmen have willingly ];,id down
their lives.

In our country, men are inclined to look at the fanci('d I'vils
which they see around them, and exaggerate both their nllndH'1' ;Ind
their intensity. They forget the countless blessings and pl'ivill'~('s

which surround and underrate the advantages, and also fOl'gl'l that
as long as human nature is corrupt, it is vain to expect pel'flTI ion
here below.

FREEDOM OF THE SOUL

There is a True Freediom-the freedom of the soul. This is a
freedom which the Lord Jesus Christ bestows, without money ;ll1d

without price, on all true Christians. Those whom the Son l1l;tk('s
free, are free indeed. "Where the spirit of the Lord is. dlt'l'(' is
liberty" (2 Cor. 3 : 17).
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This is a freedom fmm the guilt of sin. That heavy burden of
unforgiven transgressions, which lies so heavy on many consciences,
no longer presses them down. They feel pardoned, reconciled,
justified and accepted in God's sight. They can look back to their
old sins, and many long years of carelessness and worldliness and
say" who shall lay anything to my charge?" This is to be free.

This is a freedom from the power of sin. It no longer rules and
reigns. Through the power of Christ's spirit they mortify the deeds
of the body and crucify their Aesh with its affections and lusts. The
flesh may fight, but it cloes not conquer: the devil may tempt and
vex, but does not overcome: they are no longer the bondslaves of
appetites, passions and tempers. Over all these they are more than
conquerors, through Him that loves them. This is to be free.

This is a freedom from the fear of man. They are no longer
afraid of man's opinions or what the neighbours think. They look
away from man who can be seen, to Christ, and having the favour
of Christ, care little for the blame of man. "The fear of man" was
once a snare to them, but the snare is now broken and they are
delivered. This is true liberty.

Christ's free men are free from the fear of death. They no longer
look forward to it with silent dismay. Through Christ they can look
the last enemy in the face and say, "You cannot harm me." They
can stand by the side of an open grave, and say, "0 death, where
is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" They can lay down
and say, "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil." This is true liberty.

Christ's free men are free for ever. Once enrolled in the list of
heavenly citizens, their names can never be struck off. Once
presented with the freedom of Christ's kingdom, they possess it for
ever. This is true liberty.

The freedom of Christ's people has been procured at a mighty
cost and by a mighty sacrifice. The price that the Lord Jesus Christ
paid for His people was nothing' less than His own life blood. He
became their Substitute, and suffered for their sins upon the cross.
He paid all their debt in His own person, by allowing the chastise
ment of their peace to be laid on Him. Through Christ this freedom
has been procured, and secured by a covenant ordered in all things
and sure; its foundations are laid in the eternal councils of an
unchangeable God, and are cemented by the precious blood of the
Son of God Himself. This is a freedom which shall go on into
eternity. How true is John 8 : 36 : " If the Son shall make you free,
ye shall be free indeed."

C. CARTER.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

"KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD"

WILLIAM PARKS' LAST NEw YEAR SERMON

"Who are kept in the power of God through faith unto salvatioll,
ready to be revealed in the lasl lime."-l Peter 1 : 5.

THOUGH we have a thousand times heard or read this little sentence,
it is still sweet and precious to the soul of the believer. It is espec
ially so, as he looks forward to another year's journey. another year's
conAict, and another year's danger. Ah, who can tell what he may
have to contend with during the year just openeJ-what assalllts
from Satan he may have to endure; what trials, what disappoint
ments, what afflictions? None of us all can prognostical<"."':· W(' arc
all just as travellers setting out on a difficult journey in the 111idst 01"
a thick fog.

The most clear-sighted can only .c;rope their way, and 11:1 \'C. lwed
of great caution; for, although we fuiIy believe we are "kcpl !,)' the
power of God," we are no fatalists, but employ all lawful 11/('(11/.\ 10
help us to our jOqlrney's end. And yet we assuredly helicV(' Ih:11 no
means that we employ can possibly help us on our way ('xcl'l'l they
are blessed by God, and are a part and parcel of His power. 111,J't'in
lies one of the secrets of true Christianity-the employnl('111 01
means to an end, and yet the acknowledgment that all t II<' !)()/(I('r

is of God. The mere professor, when he employs mC'ans. n'l)('("ls
those means to produce the designed result, and looks foJ' pJ'dis<' I"mlll
God into the bargain. The true believer, on the contrary, knows lklt
the blessing or the blasting of the means entirely depends II pan
God; and, if they are blessed, he knows that he has had 1wllling to
do with the result, and consequently looks not for praise·.

But let us at once go into the text. We would meclitdlc Ill'on

1. The power of God.

n. The blessedness of this power being employed on 011 r he
half, and

lIT. The end for which it is employed.

I.-TI-IE POWER OF GOD

We all know something of thr power o~man, of the power 01

* This sermon was preached on the first Sunday in the year (18G7) ullrille;
which Mr. Parks was called to his rest. From his introductory ren.arks, it
would appear as though his mind had been deeply imbued will, a ("nn

viction that something- additionally solemn and important was abolll (0

occur.-D. A. DOUDNEY.
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angels that excel in strength, and of the power of the devil who
overcame man in his pristine vigour; but what is this in comparison
with the power of Jehovah who created them all? Oh, what must
be the power of God, who by His will has brought worlds into
existence, and directs and governs them all !

We may have some slight idea of the power of God through
the lightning and the storm. When we hear the thunders roll, and
see the vivid flash enlightening the thickest darkness around us,
or when we behold the sea rising mountains high, and carrying
away the most stupendous works of man with their awful sweep,
we have some idea of the power of God, who has created and
controls the elements. Yet these are but feeble illustrations of the
power of God; of that power by which we, His people, are kept.

We should think very meanly of the individual who, looking upon
those sublime illustrations of the power of God, could think for a
moment that that power could be employed in vain, or that that
power might be trifled with! The creature who would dare come
forth and say he could baffle that power or control it would be
regarded as insane. Yet such is every individual who can read my
text and believe that the parties "kept by the power of God" may
be lost. 0 the power of God! It is mighty, it is overwhelming,
it is resistless! Happy are they who have it engaged for them. Woe
be to them who are not kept by it.

Well might the Psalmist exclaim, "I will not be afraid of ten
thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round
about" (Psalm 3: 6). "The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?" (Psalm 27 : 1).

Paul, too, knew what the power of God is, when he could de
fiantly challenge all creation, the devil and all his hosts into the
bargain, to separate him from the love of God. He knew by what
power he was kept, and that made him bold (Rom. 8 : 33, 39).

Brethren in the Lord Jesus, who is emphatically the power of
God, when we can believe we may be as fearless as the Psalmist,
and as defiant as the apostle. The enemy may rage, the flesh may
terrify, the world may roar, but the power of God will bring us off
more than conquerors. Inspiration tell us so; experience ratifies it
all.

H.-THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE FACT THAT THIS POWER OF GOD

IS EMPLOYED IN OUR BEHALF

It secures us at both ends. It guarantees our quickening and our
glorification. When God's mighty power goes forth for our regener
ation, life must be result, and light must follow. You might as well
expect God's power to fail in creation, as to expect it to fail in the
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new creation. God said, "Let there be light; and there was liRht."
When God says respecting a dead soul, Let there be life, there must
be life. Why? Because of the power of God. Nothing can baffle
it, it is almighty. Is not this a sweet thought? So that, when we
notice the first stirrings of new life in our souls, we may safely con
clude our glorious inheritance is secure above.

And ah, poor child of God, you who have but lately been quick
ened, let me tell you that the older you grow the sweeter you will
find this fact. You do not know all yet. It is not as some would
tell you, "the older you grow the fewer difficulties you will find on
the way heavenward." No, but the direct opposite. Satan hates
you with an undying hatred. He spies every opportunity to assail
and harass you. He knows your peculiar disposition, and can readily
tempt you; and the more you grow in grace and in the knowledge
of God and of the Lord Jesus, the more fiercely will he strive for
your overthrow. Is it not sweet, then, to have the power of God
enlisted on your behalf? I can tell you from my own convictions
that were it not for almighty power keeping me, I must be lost.

Dear aged Christian, tell us how it would have fared with you
during your chequered pilgrimage, if it had not been for the power
of God before you and behind you, over you and under you? Surely
the enemy would have swallowed you up quick. But here you are
today to testify to the fact that your God has followed you all the
days of your life, and that whilst you have witnessed many ship
wrecks of a presumed faith upon your voyage, you still hold on
your course, and are more confident than ever that it is the power
of God that has kept you, and that it is the power of God that must
pilot you into the haven of eternal rest. But oh, sweet it is to know
that this power keeps you, for it will keep you to the end!

Some of us no doubt often think of Adam in his pristine strength,
beauty, and power; and some of us regret that he did not hold out
to the end of his life, so that we his descendants might have inherited
a life of purity and holiness. The idea is more romantic than sound.
Adam, with all his power and beauty and purity, was made mutable
(liable to change), and consequently we his descendants, though
inheriting his power and beauty and purity, would at all times have
been liable to change and fall and ruin; but, as it is, we who are
kept by the power of God, though poor, weak, sinful beings, shall
never miss the "inheritance incorrupt and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away." Is not that a sweet and precious reflection? So I for one
say, Give me Adam's sin and God's keeping, rather than Adam's
holiness and my own keeping. Superficial people do not see these
things, and hence we have such romantic and unscriptural divinity
as that of the present day. Better, far better, to be a leper in God's
keeping, than the purest and loveliest being in our own keeping.
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IlL-THE END FOR WHICH THE POWER OF GOD IS EMPLOYED
IN OUR KEEPING

What is it? or, What is implied in being "kept by the power of
God?"

There are great mistakes commonly made upon this point. Many
fancy that in this keeping are included: (1) keeping from accidents;
(2) keeping from misfortune; (3) keeping from trials; (4) keeping
from affliction; and (5) keeping from sin. But no, this cannot be;
neither the wording of our text nor the facts of Scripture and ex
perience warrant this view. Believers, generally, are the most liable
to accidents, misfortunes, trials, and afflictions; and believers often
sin though "kept by the power of God."

"What, then, the use of the power?" you ask. Just look into the
text again: "Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time." You sce they are
kept unt,o salvation,. and the meaning is, they arc kept by the power
of God, that their salvation may be secured; they are kept through
all accidents, misfortunes, trials, afflictions: yea, through all sin,
that their souls may be saved. God's keeping implies the preservation
of the soul through all the troubles and changes of this mortal life
unto eternal glory. Who more afflicted than Job? Who more
harassed by his own wicked flesh than David? Who more tried than
Paul? Who more cruelly treated than the apostles and martyrs in
all ages? And yet they were kept by the power of God. I know it
is a blessed thing to be kept by the power of God from sin. I know
it is very pleasant to the flesh to be kept by the providence of God
from accident or misfortune in this life; but let no one jump to the
conclusion that when a saint breaks down either by the machina
tions of Satan, or the temporary withdrawal of God's power, that
he is not kept unto salvation.

So, beloved in the Lord, fear not! As long as your faith lasts, you
may be assured of the power of God exerted in behalf of your
immortal souls. And, when faith seems to die out, you must still
be "kept by the power of Gocl." For, having once known and ack
nowledged this almighty power, you must still be under its protecting
influence: for God never changes. Are we kept by the power of
God? Do wc believe what has been spoken? Do we feel our need
of such keeping? Have we ever realised the fact that we are kept?
Then we may conclude that we are the objects of God's eternal
solici tude.

A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST

Before I dismiss you, suffer me to say a word in connection with
the death of a member of this congregation, the Rev. PATRICK JOSEPH
Q'LEARY. He had only been amongst us for the last two years, but
we have cle.ar evidence that he had been "kept by the power of
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God unto salvation." He had been educated in Rome for a J'opish
priest, and, after serving as a minister in that communion ror ~ClIlle

years, he left it under solemn conviction of the error and r:tlsi I y or
the whole system. Subsequently, he was admitted into the ProlC'sl;lIlt
Church, and was for some years one of the most respected :Ind
popular preachers in Manchester. He then became chaplain to the
borough gaol, and, after ministering thcre for many years, he was
obliged to resign through ill-health. I will not enter minutely into
the history of our departed brother's amictions, but the poor man
could say with David, "All Thy waves and Thy billows have gone
over me." A great sufferer was he through domestic as well as bodily
afHiction.

About two years ago, after having rambled about Manchester in
search of the Gospel of the grace of God (according to his own
account), he by the merest accident visited us here one Sumhy
morning. He sat in some obscure corner in the gallery. My text that
morning was: "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people or
God" (Heb. 4: 9), or, "We which have believed do enter into rc's!"'
(Heb. 4: 3). He told me with his own lips that, after hearing th:lt
sermon, he could have fallen down and worshipped me. Next SllllC!:IY
he brought another with him who was seeking the truth, and ('wr
since (except when he was away for the benefit of his sllaltC'red
health), he has attended this church, and the lecture-room too, Jllost
regularly. He was too feeble to walk, and was obliged to h:1VC' a
cab twice a day and, when remonstrated with him on arcalll1l of tl,~

expense, what think you was his remark? "I had ratlHT 1)(" wilh
one meal a day than miss the precious food I get yonc!C'r."

This day month, I think, he was here for the last timC'. Ill' (ook
to his bed and rambled a good deal, but in his lucid mOlllents, he
rejoiced to have converse with me about Christ. His onl" regret
was he did not know me when he was a younger man. WIH'n I Ltst
saw him, he was speechless. He tried hard to talk, hilt cOltld nol.
He cried like a child, and uttered the words, "Thy will, Thy will
grace, grace," and motioned for me to pray for Ilim. We prayed
together, and he distinctly said, "Amen." To the last Christ was
exceedingly precious to him.

M y hearers, our brother is gone to heaven, I firmly believe. In
his case, especially, you see how a soul can be kept through trial,
afHiction, and temptation, by the power of God unto salvation.
May you all realise God's keeping as he did. Amen.
Sermon 57 (January, 1867). WILLIAM PARKS.
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JOHN DILLON

ABOUT a hundred years ago, an Irishman whom I will call Mr.
Dillon was living in a small country town. The man, a Roman
Catholic, was in a good position, much looked up to and respected,
especially by those of his own faith. His wife had been brought up
a Protestant, and when (long ago) he fell in love with her, her family
very rightly would not agree to his marrying her; for they knew
all the troubles and complications that come from a mixed marriage.
Against their wishes, the girl joined the Ch urch of Rome; and with
out more ado, the two were married privately by a Roman Catholic
priest.

Children were born, four sons and three daughters growing up.
They were all carefully instructed in the Romish religion, the priests
being a little suspicious of Mrs. Dillon's Protestant origin. The boys
were educated for professions; the girls were sent away to boarding
school, where the headmistress was a bigoted Romanist.

John, the eldest son, had a classical education, and took real
pleasure in reading Latin and Greek. When he was very young,
he was allowed to "serve" at Mass, dressed up in an alb to wait on
the officiating priest. He loved this, enjoying the incense and the
music and bell-ringing and walking in and out bowing to the altar.
The service was all in Latin, of course, which John could read
easily. But as he grew older, he was often surprised and shocked
by the way some of the young priests said the seIvice; they gabbled
the words in such a way and made so many mistakes, that John
could see that they had no idea of the meaning of the words which
they repeated so often. This was quite a trouble to the boy, and he
often thought about it.

The Dillons' house was quite near the Protestant church, and one
day out of curiosity John followed the crowd to a funeral in the
churchyard. By this time John had left school to be articled to a
solicitor, and must have been about seventeen. As he drew nearer
on the edge of the crowd, the clergyman came out to meet the
coffin, and for the first time in his life John heard the opening words
of the Burial Service. "I am the Resurrection and the Life," read
the clergyman, "he that believeth in Me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall
never die." John had read those amazing words in Latin, but never
had he heard them uttered in English, and he was deeply impressed.

From that day John never missed an opportunity of attending
the English service for the Burial of the Dead, and he became quite
familiar with it. The fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, where
Paul proves the truth of the resurrection, filled him with awe and
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wonder. He was greatly struck with some of the collects, e('spl'Cially
the last, beginning "0 merciful God." John began to hun~('r [or
the Word of God. He had no English version, but he stllllied the
Vulgate, which is a Latin translation. Then one day he got Ilold
of a Greek New Testament, and settled down to a careful study o[
the Book.

It was not long before the seeker's eyes were fully opened. In
his heart and soul he completely renounced all the Roman doctrines,
and became a Protestant. He quickly grew in the knowledge of
Christ and of heavenly things; and finding it impossible to keep his
new discoveries to himself. he began to talk to his mother and sisters
about "the dear Saviour he had found." His mother, you will re
member, had been brought up a Protestant, and John's conduct
filled her with concern and alarm. But his three sisters, now all ;It
home from school, were deeply interested, and always ready to
listen.

Now Mr. Dillon, John's father, had always been a convincl'd
Romanist, and everyone knew him to be so. John felt sure that, if
he bccame a Protestant openly, the blow would be such a shock to
his father that it would kill him. So he decided to say nothing ;t!)()ut
his change of faith, and he told the girls to keep the secl"i'l wllilst
Mr. Dillon was alive. John ceased entirely to attend the ]{olllish
chapel, but his father did not partiCJJlarly notice this.

It is likely that John would before long have seen th;J1 Ill' was
wrong not to confess Christ openly, even at the risk of Jnlrting his
father; but he was spared having to make the decision to do so by
falling ill. The trouble began soon after his deliverann' from the
Romish church, and before long it became apparent th;lt John's
was to be one of those lingering illnesses which must end fatally.

During those invalid months, John utterly refused the visits ofTered
by the priests. Mr. Dillon must have known this, lJu t WC arc' not
told what his thoughts were. The old doctor who attrnded the
family was a Romanist, and it worried him greatly that the priests
were kept away. He was always trying to get the patient to Jet him
read a "litany to the saints"; but John spoke out bravely that Christ
Jesus was the one Mediator between God and man, and he wanted
no other. At peace with God through our Lord .leslls Christ, at
length he departed this life, to be for ever with the Lord.

Though all the family were still professing Romanists, they had
such love and respect for John that they felt they mnst follow out
his wishes, and arrange for him to be buried openly as a Protestant.
They sent at once to ask the rector of the parish to come to the
house; but while he was there, the priests arrived. Furious at find
ing the Protestant clergyman there, they stamped out of the house
in a rage. John's body was buried as he would have wished, with
the service whose words of life had first so mightily impressed him.



The Gospel Magazine 113

The next Sunday at the Romish chapel, there was a dreadful
scene in which the priests excommunicated the Dillon family, pro
nouncing fearful curses on them. Perhaps the priests did not realise
that one of John's sisters was there, or surely she would have been
warned. As it was, the poor girl was completely overcome, and had
to be carried out fainting. But the priests had gone too far in their
zeal, for soon afterwards all John's brothers and sisters left the
Church of Rome for ever.

Mrs. Dillon w.as greatly exercised about the whole matter-she
was afraid to make a decision. But during an illness shortly after
wards, it was the Protestant clergyman whom she sent for. She was
truly convinced of the Holy Spirit. and as soon as she was well
enough, she joined the Protestants openly, rejoicing in her liberty.

John's father was the only one who remained a Romanist. He
seems to have been too old and infirm to resist his children's arrange
ments about their brother's funeral, but he never showed any desire
for the Word of God, and died in the faith he had alw.ays held.

It is good to be able to add that John's brothers and sisters not
only left the Romish church, but all hecame true believers, rejoicing
in the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

DAMARIS.
SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 73

The whole: "The father of all them that believe."
1. By faith he "offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice."
2. The first word of Paul's advice to the jailer.
3. She showed her faith by saying, "The Lord your God, He is God

in heaven above and in earth beneath."
4. He showed his faith by saying, "Lord, it is nothing with Thee

to help."
5. The Lord gave her the petition which she asked of Him in

faith.
6. He said, "God is a shield unto them that put their trust in Him."
7. "By faith he endured, as seeing Him Who is invisible."

SOLUTION OF No. 72
1. Barnabas (Acts 4 : 36).
2. Ebenezer (l Sam. 7: 12).
3. Ointment (Matt. 26: 7).
4. Friend (Prov. 18: 24).
5. Gains (Rom. 16 : 23).
6. Obadiah (1 Kings 18: 13).
7. Oak (Judges 6: 11).
8. Dorcas (Acts 9 : 39).
9. Camel's hair (Matt. 3 : 4).

10. Heart (Prov. 15: 13).
11. Ebed-melech (Jerem. 37: 7-13).
12. Ear (John 18: 10).
13. Raven (Gen. 8 : 7).
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THEOLOGY

LAW AND GOSPEL

LETTER TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS

By JOSEPH IRONS

(formerly Pastor of Grove Chapel, Camberwell)

THE slaves to theological systems must unavoidably reject. neglect,
or pervert a considerable part of the Word of God, and conse
quently subject themselves to that awful curse pronounced against
those who add to, or take away from the words of that hook
(Rev. 22: 19), or at least be found lamentably deficient in spir'it
uality, usefulness, and happiness. I trust you will never Ill' clugh t
in this snare, nor be left to reject any part of the truth of Cod, hut
mantain a tenacious regard to the whole glmy which gi Ids the
sacred page.

This will be found shining refulgently, both in the Law. ;Illd ill
the Gospel, which make up the whole glorry of revelation. ;llld r
am very anxious that you should be well instructed in hotll; for
which I earnestly pray the Holy Ghost to be my teacher, and yOIlfS,
so that while I write, and while you read, our understanclings 1lI;IY

be enlightened, our faith established, and our souls profit(·d. Tllc
subject is highly important in itself, and the more so Oil arCOllnt of
the havoc which the prince of darkness has made in the c1IIInh, by
warped, distorted, and confused representations of it, ill wh iciJ it
appears to me he has succeeded chiefly by the use of klCkncycd,
impertinent, unscriptural phrases: I shall therefore carefullv ;lvoid
such phrases, and keep as close as possible to the languar~c of Srri p
ture.

GLORY IN BOTH MINISTRATIONS

One of the most striking comparative views of tIlE' Jaw ;lnd
gospel which the sacred volume contains, is in the 2nd epistle to
the Corinthians, 3 : 9 :

"If the ministration of condemnation be glory, much morc doth
the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory."

Here they have their distinguishing C'pithets, and exhibit their rh;lr
acteristic glory, and it appears to me impossible to tarnish thr .glory
of the one, without injuring the lustre of the other, for Jesus says.
"had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me. for Iw wroll'
of me" (John 5 : 46).
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A rillnd under the teachings of the Holy Spirit will discern a
peculiar glory in both ministrations, and, unless strangely warped
by preconceived notions, and human opinions, will be desirous of
retaining the whole glory, in the sense intended by their divine
author; [or I do not think it possible to have clear and consistent
views of the plan of salvation, without discerning the nature, spirit
uality, and unalterable authority of the divine law; which will
invariably bring the soul to admire and trust the free grace scheme
of the Gospel: they are not at variance with each other, though
some men would open and perpetuate a war between them, while
others would mix and confuse them, so that the glory of both is
eclipsed.

WE DO NOT MAKE VOID THE LAW

The language of every Christian heart is "I delight in the law of
God after the inner man"; but this is language he can never use
until, "through the law he is dead to the law." Then he rejoices
that he is not under the law, but under grace, and proclaims in
his whole life, that he is not without law to God, but under the law
to Christ. He knows that, by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified, but that justification is obtained by faith in the
blood and righteousness of the Son of God; yet he exclaims, "do
we then make void the law through faith? God forbid; yea, we
establish the law." He joins with the apostle in the opinion that
"if righteousness came by the law, then Christ is dead in vain";
and with him he unites to desire, "that the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
spirit"-in a word, Christ has delivered him from the curse of the
law, and made the law a blessing to him.

BY THE LAW IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN

The preciousness of Christ is never experienced until we have
some knowledge of sin, as existing in our natures, and having ex
posed us to the curse and wrath of God, and, "by the law is the
knowledge of sin," therefore, the law, pointing out our need of
Christ, by condemning all our thoughts, words, and actions, endears
him to us, by leaving us no hope but in him. Its constant and
perpetual demand is, "do this and live," and its awful threatening
is, "the soul that sinneth it shall die," which demand and threaten
ing can never lose their authority nor force; and consequently, while
the sinner is under the law, he is under its curse, and exposed to its
threatening; and, whenever this awful fact is discovered, and felt,
by the teachings of the Holy Spirit, the sinner eagerly quits mount
Sinai, and hastes to mount Calvary. He knew not his danger until
the law disclosed its spirituality and extent; penetrating the con
science, reiterating its demands, and refusing any abatement or
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compromise: then he fled from its avenging sword, to touch the
sceptre of Jesus and live.

THE LAW FULFILLED BY CHRIST

The law ministers condemnation to the conscience every day,
and for every ,action, word, and thought, even in the most spiritual
and holy of all the family of God, as long as they arc in this
imperfect state; for it can accept nothing but what is perfect:
herein appears its glory; for while it leaves us nothing in ourselves
to boast of, or trust in, it brings a large revenue of glory to JeSIlS,
who is "the end of the law for rightcowllCSS, to' ev-ery one that
believcth."

The glorious suitableness of the Gospel is Ill'vcr seen, until the
glorious rigour of the law is felt, but when this schoolmaster enforces
a task which wc arc utterly unable to perform, alle! begins to amict
us with Sinai's terrors, at first we promise, ane! often set ;lbout \Ioin,g,
all he requires, but finding ourselves without strength, and witliollt
inclination, to perform what is righteously enjoined, a Surely. or
Law-fulfiller, becomes essential to our salvation; then, how prcciOlls
does Jesus appear in this all-important character; and whiiC' tlic
Holy Spirit enables the soul to appropriate his perfect obedicllcc,
and infinite merit, he destroys the lavish dread of the law, wllicli
before drove him to a kind of mock obedience, and cre;ltes a low
to the law, yea, a delight in it, which he never before possessed.

It is not possible for any man to love the law, until he SC('S it
fulfilled by Christ, nor is it possible for that man to refrain from
loving the law, who feels a sweet assurance that he is deli\,('J'ce!
from its curse, by the obedience and death of Christ; so thM thc law
revealing its purity, extent, and rigour, makes Christ preciolls to tllc
soul, and the soul to whom Christ is precious, must love the bw
from the condemnation of which he is freed.

It is the terror of the law which moves the carnal mind to attempt
external obedience to it, but it is the spirit of the law which IIIa kes
the believer delight in it. The man who seeks salvation hy the
deeds of the law, in whole or in part, is under the law; but the m<ln
who accepts a free gracee salvation, as the gift of covenant love,
in the person of Christ, is under grace, and has the law in, his !Ir'art,
and he who has the law in his heart will never reject it frOIll his
Bible, his creed, nor his conduct.

Nothing is further from the believer's thoughts, than the placing
of dependance upon the deeds of the law; for he trusts his eternal
all in the hands of his covenant surety, and feels confidcnt that all
the moral acts ,and religious exercises of his whole life cia not
weigh one grain in the scale of his justification; but eVf'r\" mora I
precept in God's word is dear to his heart, and as grace is bestowed,
they are all exemplified in his life.
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CHARGE OF ANT1NOMIANISM

He is not intimidated by the charge of antinomianism for his
attachment to, and triumph in, the distinguishing doctrines of the
covenant of grace; nor will he blush at the imputation of legality,
for his concern to walk in all the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord blameless. He is proof 0.5",,1nst both the invidious observ
ations of the temporising time-server, and the supercilious sneer of
the self-conceited libertine.

The spirit of the law (stript of its covenant form) and the spirit
of the gospel are nearer akin that most men imagine, for LOVE

is the essence of the gospel; and when gospel grace slays the natural
enmity of the heart, every precept of God's word will be embraced
and loved; nor can I believe that he who tramples divine precepts
under his feet, has ever felt the power of the gospel in his heart.
When I witness the conduct of licentious professors of the gospel,
and their cold-blooded indifference respecting sin, while they boast
of their liberty, I am constrained to cry out with the psalmist, "it is
time for the Lord to work, for they have made void thy law"
(Psalm 119: 126).

If any law is presented to you, my dear Cleophas, as a condition
of salvation, I know you will turn from it, and very properly too,
rejecting it in total, because there never was a law given which could
give life; but give you ten, or ten thousand moral precepts, as the
transcript of your Father's mind, and you will say they constitute
the best regulations of your Father's house, yea, the very spirit of
adoption will constrain you to love them, because your Father gave
them. Your insufficiency to obey them will never induce you to
reject them, while you see them perfectly honoured in the life of
your precious Redeemer.

Nor will you be alarmed at the high standard of rectitude which
the law fixes, because your heaven-born soul aspires to it; and the
consummation of the work of graee in you shall bring you to it.
The perfect holiness it demands is given you in Christ, and there
fore shall be attained with Christ, through the mighty operations of
his Spirit, changing you into his image from glory to glory.

THE LAW IS GOOD IF A MAN USE IT LAWFULLY

An inspired apostle informs us that the law is good if a man use
it lawfully; now it cannot be said to be used lawfully, when it is
treated with contempt; nor when it is put in the place of a Saviour;
but it is used lawfully when it is consulted to obtain a deeper
knowledge of sin, and when it is set up as the standard of perfection.
Then we discover by it our total ruin, and learn to prize that com
plete redemption, which is in Christ Jesus: like a clear mirror, it
shews us our deformity, and we turn from ourselves with disgust
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and shame, to seek in Christ that purity, holiness, and perfection,
which the law demands, and which the Gospel proclaims in him.

Should you be assailed, my dear young friend, by any of those
mystical Bible-robbers, who steal from the sacred volume a string
of detached sentences, straining them into a system agreeable to
their own depraved taste, to the rejection of the greater part of
the oracles of truth; avoid them, as you would infectious breath,
or pestilential air. You may know them by the following inscription
on their foreheads, "ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with
you" (Job. 12: 2), concerning such wc may use the wise man's
lamentation, "seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? There is
more hope of a fool than of him" (Proverbs 26 : 12).

I have observed that contempt of the precepts of God's Word,
and departure from the simplicity of its doctrines, generally go to
gether: and when a man takes the liberty of rejecting part of
Scripture, he is on the high road to infidelity; and, I know not
how soon he may reject the whole economy of grace. There is a
holy harmony in the sacred volume, which cannot bc interrupted
without deranging the whole; it is a chain of truth, and no link of
it can be spared; therefore, it behoves mortals to make their systl'llls
bend to divine truth, and not attempt to bend divine truth to tlwir
systems.

MOSES AND ELIJAH AT THE TRANSFIGURATION

I will close these observations, my dear Cleophas, by reminding
you of that interesting meeting which took place between Moses,
Elias, and Christ, which Peter, James, and John were allowed to
witness. There, Moses and Elias agreed to hang all tlie g1m')! of
types, sacrifices, and prophecies, on I esus; while he cOIl(!cscended
to talk with them, and acknowledge the beauty of the law, and
the truth of prophecy; both pointing to himself. They d id not
meet there to dispute their prerogatives; Jesus had not su Illllloncd
Moses there to degrade him in the eyes of his disciples. nor was
Elias made to appear contemptible before them; but while Moses
acknowledged his law fulfilled by Jesus, and Elias saw all the pro
precies accomplished in him, they both recognised their engage
ment, to set him forth to the end of time, and he condescends to
employ them both in his service. The particulars of the conversation
which then passed between these illustrious persons arc not related,
but its substance is expressly given, for they "appeared in glory and
spake of his decease, which he should accomplish at Jerusalem"
(Luke 9: 31).

SUMMARY

By the law I learn that I am guilty, and depraved before God;
but by the gospel I learn that I am justified freely by his grace,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus-
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•

By the l.aw I learn that I have ruined myself by sin, and stand
exposed to divine vengeance; but by the gospel I learn that
Jesus was made sin for me, that I might be made the right
eousness of God in him.

By the law, my legal hopes are destroyed; and by the gospel my
believing expectations are raised.

By the Jaw I become acquainted with my Father's mind, and
by the gospel I am furnished with grace to attend to his will.

In a word, by the law I am stripped, exposed, condemned, and
killed; but by the gospel I am quickened, justified, accepted, and
clothed; therefore, "I delight in the law of God after the inner
man," "but God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal. 6: 14).

That you, my dear friend, may obtain more knowledge of your
total ruin, and more intimacy with that precious Jesus of whom
Moses in the law, and the prophets wrote, is the prayer of your

Affectionate pastor and friend,
1821. JOSEPH IRONS.

Go, sinner, VlSlt Sinai's rugged brow,
Where Cod proclaims his just and holy law,
'Midst light'nings-thunders-and the trumpet's sound.
Observe its high demand; a sinless life!
Thoughts-words-and deeds are strictly recognized,
And one offence entails the awful curse.
Obedience fails! the sentence is gone forth-
The soul that sins shall die; and all have sinned!
Then all must die eternally, who trust
To creature righteousness, in whole or part.
But sce on Calvary, the sinner's friend
And surety, spreads his hands, and sheds his blood
Obeys-atones-and satisfies the law.
Now, Mercy wing her way to ruin'd man,
And, by the gospel trumpet, brings the news
Of pard'ning love-atoning blood-free grace
And everlasting life, in Jesus Christ.
Blest is the man who knows this joyful sound;
Who views the finish'd work of Christ by faith,
And calls the righteousness of God his own.
He gladly quits his hold of legal hopes
Casts off self righteousness as filthy rags,
To wear the best-the spotless, perfect robe.
Thus clad, he hates the garment spotted with
The flesh, and longs for perfect holiness.
No condemnation is his daily song:
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Joy, pe.ace, and love become his heavenly guests,
And moral excellence adorns his life.
O. Holy Spirit be my constant guide;
Conduct me far away from Sinai's hill,
And let mount Calvary be kept in view,
'Till Jesus' precious blood, which drown'd my guilt,
Shall conquer every sin-remove each fear,
And fully qualify my soul for heaven;
Then I shall honour Moses-love his Iaw
But trust alone in Jesus-taste his grace-
And in him-through him, GAIN ETERNAL BLISS.

CHRIST ALL AND IN ALL

By DR. DAvm A. DOUDNEY

4
l

OH, that we could set forth the glories o( this blessed Immanuel as a
daily Saviour over sin, Satan, and the world! But how littk com
paratively do we know of the blessedness of living perpetually upon
Jesus; of consulting Him at all times and under all circumstances;
of fleeing to Him in every time of trouble-that is, at all times; for
our real times of trouble are when we fancy wC' have nom'.

The language of murmuring and complaint would not be on our
lips so frequently as it is now, were we more habitually at the
throne. Did we talk a little less to creatures, and a little more to the
Lord, instead of being barren and (eadul, as we arc now, we should
be much more happy in ourselves, and much more cheerful in our
daily deportment; a smile would occupy the place of a scowl; a
cheerful countenance the aspect of care.

When Moses came down from the mount, his face shone; when
you and I, reader, have been wrestling with the Lord, it soon shows
itself. What a blessed composure frequently follows! how sensibly 1
do we discover His over-ruling, His ordering and well-ordering
hand! Where.as, if we have entered upon our engagements without
a heartfelt acknowledgment of Him, what disorder and confusion I
occupy the place of what we had deemed our well-arranged plans!

D. A. DOUDNEY.
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THE PROPOSER OF THE AUTHORISED VERSION

JOHN RAINOLDS, 1549-1607

JOHN RAINOLDS (not "Reynolds," as sometimes his name has been
mis-spelled, thereby confusing him with Edward Reynolds, 1599
1676, e.g., in Marsden's "History of the Early Puritans," where
Rainolds is throughout mis-spelled "Reynolds"), was born in 1549 at
Pinhoe, near Exeter, Devon. There appears to be little information
concerning his early years and education, but it is known that he
became a student in Merton College, Oxford in 1562 or thereabouts.

I.-HIS DAYS AT OXFORD

We have a glimpse of him. in his college days, in a letter dated
13th August, 1576, to the Swiss reformer Gualter, who, having
finished his education Zlt Oxford, had returned to Zurich, and was
engaged as a minister of the gospel. The letter is preserved among
the treasures of Zurich. which has given its name to that Corres
pondence printed by the "Parker ·Society." A few sentences of
Rainolds' letter are as follows:

"I candidly acknowledge myself the more obliged to you, and
exceedingly rejoice, that, although separated by so great a dis
tance, and wholly occupied by matters both of a public and
domestic nature, you nevertheless both retain in your mind, and
cherish by your kindness, so grateful a remembrance of me."

Rainolds proceeds in especially approving his
"affection to the Church of England, whose pious defender,
Elizabeth, you commend; while you wound that cruel execu
tioner, Bonner; scourge her bitter adversaries, the papists; com
fort her afflicted members, the Christians; deplore her wretched
condition as she is now in languishment; and, lastly, implore
Christ Jesus to favour her with divine compassion. . . . May
the great and good God ever enlighten with His light, protect
with His favour, and guide by His Spirit both yourself and your
father, and all your friends, and the whole church of Zurich..."

An interesting- feature of Rainolds' earlier days, was that he had
for a scholar, RICHARD HOOKER. In 1579 both scholar and tutor
had incurred the displeasure of the vice-president of the college, a
harsh dealer with the Puritans, as appears from two letters from
Rainolds to Sir Francis Knollys and Sir Francis Walsingham, written
at the time, revealing that Rainolds and Hooker were expelled. They
were, however, soon restored.
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II.-A MASTER OF THE POPISH CONTROVERSY

Speedily restored to his college, Rainolds rc-applied IJilllse][ to
the study of the many debated questions of that age, and thus
furnished himself for a debate that is conspicuous in the ecclesiastical
history of England. The papists had skirmished with him, and found
themselves worsted. According to Brook's "Lives of the Puritans,"
Rainolds "attained so distinguished a knowledge of the errors ;lIld
superstitions of popery, that he was considered a complete master
of the controversy."

About this time, John Hart, a famous papist, challenged "all
learned men to try the doctrine of the church in debate with him."
RainoIds accepted the challenge. and the issue is of historical in
terest. After successive combats, Hart was "obliged to quit the field
in frankly acknowledged defeat." This conference'. subscribed by
both parties, was published with this title, "The Summe' of the Con
ference between John RainoIds and John Hart, touching the Head
and Faith of the Church."

In a sentence, it may be stated that Rainolds occupies the precise
ground of Thomas Cartwright and William Chillingworth. He held
to the supreme and absolute authority of the Bible as "the one only
touchstone in religion." Bowing to it, he insisted that "believers"
were "a free people, having neither visible altars nor visible sacri
fices to lay thereon."

At the time of this controversy, Sir Francis Walsingham, who,
with Sir Francis Knollys, was a generous friend of the Puritans,
founded a Divinity Lecture at Oxford, avowedly intended to "over
turn popery," and Her Majesty appointed Rainolds to the office of
Lecturer. He delivered his lecture thrice a week in full term, had
constantly a crowded audience, and leavened the University with
sound and fearless Protestantism.

Rainolds also matched himself against Bellarmine, then public
reader in the English seminary at Rome, and as he there delivered
his lectures, they were taken down and regularly transmitted to
Dr. Rainolds, who immediately commented on, and refuted them,
at Oxford. Thus, observes Brook, "Bellarmine's hooks of controversy
were answered even before they were printed." In allusion to this,
the following couplet was placed beneath Rainolds' portrait:

With learned eloquence, Rainolds hurled thunderbolts,
The Roman .Jupiter quaked, as his just reward.

As Rainolds had been a defender of the faith against popery, he
was, in 1588, called upon to defend himself against the extreme
High Church opinions of the notorious Bancroft. Bancroft had
asserted in a sermon that bishops were a distinct order from
presbyters, and that they possessed a superiority over them by Divine
Right, and directly from God. In those times this was "strange
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doctrine," since it had hitherto been maintained that the superiority
of bishops over pastors or presbyters was of human appointment,
and traceable back only to the fourth, or at most, the third century.
Rainolds refuted Bancroft's assertion on scriptural grounds.

1Il.-AT THE HAMPTON COURT CONFERENCE, 1604
The last important event in the life of Rainolds was his attendance

at the Hampton Court Conference. I-le, with Sparke, Knewstubb,
and Chadderton, represented the Pllri tans by designation of .James I.

"The Hampton Court conferencc," observes Robert Robinson,
"was a ridiculous farce, a compollnd of kingcraft and priestcraft.
The actors in it forgot nothing but thcir masks. The puritans would
not be gulled by it, but continued to dissent, and they were right."
Says Hallam in his "Constitutional I fistory" : "In the accounts that
wc have read of this meeting, wc arc alternately struck with wonder
at the indecent and partial I)("h;lvinur of the king, and at the abject
baseness of the bi.,hops, mixed, ;lccording to the custom of servile
natures, with insolence [nw;lnb thl'ir opponents. It was easy for a
monarch and ci,giltcen churchllll'n 10 claim the victory, be the merits
of the displltC' what tlll'Y 1l1igllt. ovcr abashed and intimidated
adversaries." Sparkcs, KIlC'wstubh and Chadderton were eminent
divines, the latter being t!l(' first Illaster of Emmanucl College.

1110mas M'Crie writes thus, in his" McIville": "On this occa
sion," re the Hampton Court confl'rence, "even the appearances of
impartiality were not observed. Everything was previously settled
in private between the king and the bishops. The individuals to
plead the cause of reform were not chosen by those in whose names
they appeared; and the moderation of their demands was converted
into a proof of the unreasonablenes., of nonconformity, The modesty
with which they spoke served only to draw down the most intem
perate and insolent abuse. They wcrC' brow-beaten, threatened,
taunted, and insulted by persons who were every way their inferiors,
except in worldly rank."

TV.-THE AUTHORISED VERSION OF THE BIBLE

One pleasing result of the conference was due to Rainolds' sug
gestion and request that there sholild he a revised translation of the
Holy Scriptures. Rainolds was onc of the translators of the English
Bible, but he did not live to sec the completion of the immortal
work. Whilst the work was bein,g carried on, he was seized with
sickness. Others met with him in his lodgings at Oxford once weekly
to compare and perfect their notes. He was the ruling mind in the
undertaking, under God. It is sta ted that in his closing days, he
spent his time wholly "in prayer to God, and in hearing persons read,
and in conferring with the translators." Thus says Fuller:
"Employed in translating the Word of life until his happy spirit was
translated to life everlasting." He died on the 21st May, 1607. His
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remains were interred with great solemnity, and "before many
witnesses," in the chapel of his own college. Dr. Henry Airay, vice
chancellor, preached his funeral sermon.

COMMENTARIES ON ]fACCAl AND OBADIAH

Rainolds' commentaries on Haggai and Obadiah are only glean
ings-for they were posthumous-of a rich harvest. From these
two commentaries we will quote a few extracts.

Obadiah, verses 17-18: "But lIJ)(M! Mount Sion shall be de
liverance, and it shall be ho/),; and' the, house of jacob shaJll
possess their possessions. And t/I(, house of jacob shall be a fire,
and the house of josejJh a f!antr, alld the house 0'1 Esau stubble,
and they shall kindle in thetm, alld devour them; and there shall
be no remnant of the house of g\au: for the Lord hath spoken
it. ,.

The first sense and meaning of these words is, that the Jews,
which should be carried captive to Babylon, should return again to
their own land, and destroy the Td lImeans. By "Mount Sion," the
fortress of Jerusalem, the beauty of Jewry, is meant all the land of
J udea, and thereby all the people. By these words, then, "But upon
Mount Sion, etc.'" the prophet meant that the Jews should be
delivered out of captivity, cleansed from their sins, become holy and
righteous, "repossess their possessions," and by adding that "the
house of Jacab should be a fire, de., and Esall stubble, that they
should be kindled and burn, and IX' eonsllmed till none were left
alive," and that the Jews with the ]sraelites should destroy the
Idumeans, even as the flame and fire eOl1SllIneth the stubble till none
be left, which the prophet sealeth with t11is infallible remark, "The
Lord hath spoken it."

NO TRANSUJlSTANTIATION

No Canaanite or polluted person can enter into the Lord's in
heritance, into the kingdom of heaven. And as the godly are de
livered. so there is another benefit promised them, namely, that for
their sakes the wicked shall be comlllllec!; for it is said, "The house
of lacob shall be fire." Where first we may note the emphatical
speech. when he saith, "The house of Jacob shall be a fire," when he
meaneth that it shall be like, the name of the thing, as it is usual,
being put for that which is resembled to it.

Which, indeed, were not worthy the noting but for the fanatical
imagination of transubstantiation, which they will needs prove; for
that it is said, "This is my body," whence they conclude that there
fore it is his body indeed. But so might we hence also gather that the
house o( Jacob was fire indeed, etc. For all mystical speeches be
not like to that of our Saviour, yet this is common to them, that
the names of the signs are given to the thing signified, and so Christ
is called a vine, his Father a husbandman, his disciples branches;
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and if the papists had had any occasion to maintain any error on
this place of the prophet, as they have upon that of the Saviour,
they might hence with greater show have gathered that Edom was
transubstantiated into stubble; for that it is in the Hebrew that
Edom shall not only be stubble, but into stubble. For their own
schoolmen conress that those words of Christ do not prove that the
bread becometh Christ his body.

It is said tha t the godly shall consume them, etc.; which is also
meant when it is said that Christ shall receive his chosen to judge
the world, which is not only meant of the apostles, but of all the
saints. As Paul saith, "Know ye not that the saints shall judge the
angels," the wicked angels. God is indeed he who judgeth, but
because HI' worketh it for His cho.,en's sake, they are said to dlO'it.
As it is said, that "whatsoever is done to one of the little ones, is
done to 1-1 im"; and "whosoever receiveth the apostles receiveth
Him," because this is done for His sake; so that it is attributed to
the godly which God doth for their cause....

THE LORD WILL j'ERFORM J-llS WORD

The last point, which is the seal of all, is this: "The Lord hath
spoken it." This is the anchor-hold, indeed, in all tempests. For if
we would lean on the words of man, let us remember they are liars.
Flesh and blood is not sufficient to assure and strengthen us; but
only the word of the Lord, who performeth all that He saith, who
is "not as man to lie, nor as mortal man that He should repent.
Shall He speak and not perform?" (Num. 23 : 19). "For so certainly
as He cannot deny Himself, so certainly will He perform what He
saith....."

H aggai 2 :6-7: "Yet once again (that is but a little) and I
will shake' heaven and the earth, and I will move all nat~ons,

and the Desire of all nations shall come,. and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts."

Of the three most gracious promises whereby the Lord encour
aged Zerubbabcl and the residue of the Jews to go forward in the
building or the temple, the second (in these words ensuing) doth
declare that 0111' Saviour Christ, by His presence and powerful
preaching to the salvation of them that should believe, would
replenish thi.. house with glory, a blessing which how excellent it is,
we are by Paul (Eph. 1 : 18 and Col. 1 : 17) sufficiently taught. ...

THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS

First, their moving. "1 will move all nationf," which was partly
done by himself. when (John 12), many of the Gentiles desired to
see him, and partly more fully by his servants the apostles, by
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whose preaching all nations were moved, as appears Acts 2: 13,
and the ecclesiastical histories report. The latter he notes when
he saith, «And the Desire of all nations shall come," which was
performed when the desired persons, i.e., the elect, came into the
temple unto Christ, and to the church, verifying that which began
in, the first-fruits of the Gentiles (Acts 13). where it is said that,
when Paul preached Christ unto them, "as many as were ordained
unto life believed"; which exposi tion T take to be agreeable unto
this place, especially because the verb in the Hebrew is of the plural
number .... meaning thereby, that the church of God, which is
called (Jer. 12) "the portion of desi,'e," as J)ani('! is called "a man
of desires" (Eph. 1), the faithful arc called the ";Idopted in Christ,
according to the good pleasure of His will." Our Saviour Christ
(Matt. 8) when He had found in the centurion more faith than in
Israel, speaking of His coming, said that "many shall come from
the cast and west," etc., and yet of this He speaketh (John ()), where
He saith, "None can come to Mc except the Father draw him";
and (John 12: 23) shewing the n\l'ans how the Father will draw
all the elect. . . .

THINGS SHAKEN

Now what the things shaken and made with hands are, appears
in the type of the law, the parts of the tabernacle, noting the heaven
and the earth, which should be shaken, and the ceremonies taken
away, when Christ should enter not into the sanctuary made with
hands, but into heaven above, as Heb. 9: 24. But those things
which arc purchased by Christ must continue not shaken; therefore
the gospel is called "the gospel of the kingdom of God" (Mark
1 : 14), an everlasting gospel, not to be altered any more, but to
end ure for ever. I need not be here to take occasion to rcf ute those
heretics who think that, as Christ added to the law, so also there
remains to be added to the gospel. ...

PAPAL YEAR

But I rather note another error in some churches not far from
us, if not also in some of our own. viz., that, popish error which
have brought in type;; and ceremonies which were by Christ abol
ished, that the thing signified, which cannot be shaken, might re
main for ever; as might be shewed at large, in respect of both time,
and place, and persons, out of their missals, decretals, pontincals,
bu t I will only note that which this present time brings to pass out of
their year of jubilee. We read (Lev. 25) that God commanded that
the nftieth year should be kept holy unto the Lord, as a year of
deliverance from service, release of debt, and restoring of land to
the owners; thereby shadowing the time of liberty which Christ was
to bring from sin.
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Now Pope Boniface, 7th chapter in the Extravagants, hath set
down that the fiftieth year is a year of pardon and freedom from
all sins whatsoever to them that will come devoutly to visit certain
churches in Rome, and to abide there, if they be strangers, for the
space of thirteen days; if Italian, thirty; because, said he, the fiftieth
year is the year of remission, and Christ came not to abolish the law
but to fulfil it.

And yet the prophet (Isa. 61 : 1), sheweth plainly that it was a
type, the substance whereof was established by Christ, who was
anointed (as he saith) to preach deliverance to the captives, and the
acceptable year of the Lord; as he expounds it of himself (Luke
4: 18), the accepted year of God's favour, wherein, as at the jubilee,
all were set at liberty and restored to their former estate. So when
Christ came they should be delivered from bondage, and restored to
the liberty of thl: sons of God; which to be done by Christ to
continue, as the apostle witnessetll where he saith, "Now is that
acceptable (ime, now is the day of salvation."...

But as for this, this "yet once" sheweth that our jubilee is per
petual; every day, yea, every hour is a year of jubilee and deliverance
unto us if wc seek it. The time, once changed, continues for ever;
for therefore (s:1ith the apostle) was it said, Yet once more, that
those things which were made with hands being abolished, these
might continue for ever.

MANY CALLED, FEW CHOSEN

For tholl.~h God's providence do cast somewhat further, that all
that hear arc not saved, hereby humility and modesty is commended
to the ministers, as to know that they arc only instruments, and
therefore to pray. as Paul requested the Ephesians for himself,
"that a door of utterance might be g'iven to him"; and yet, when
they have that, all is nothing, but that God it is by whom that is
performed which followeth, that the Desire shall come, etc., yet all
must be moved, for that is an effect in all. "Many arc called, but
few chosen"; lllany moved, few drawn, and none can come to
Christ except lhey be called (Matt. 21). When Christ came to
Jerusalem, many, even the whole city, were moved, and what a
tumult W:1S there, and yet not mLlTly drawn; and (Acts 2) many
were pricked he:lring Peter, when at first they jested; and (Acts 17)
when Paid preached at Athens, some mocked, and some, as Damaris,
clave to t11(' Lord. These were the desired of the nations; and so
was Lydia, of whom it was said that it was God that opened her
heart to attend unto that which Paul preached. The whole glory
therefore is to be ascribed unto the Lord, who, of His special mercy
draws some, and leaves others to their corruptions: "For it is not
in him that willetb, nor in him that runneth, but in God that sheweth
mercy." F.C.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"GLORYING IN THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS

CHRIST"

By THE LATE REV. J. BATTERSBY (SHEFFIELD)

« But God forbid that I sh-ouid giory, save in the Cross of our LOIfd
Jesus Christ by whom the worLd is crucified unto me and I
unto the world."-GALATIANS (;: 1+.

IN the 11 th verse, the Apostle inforn IS the Galatians that he had
written this Epistle to them with his own hand. "Ye see how large
a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand." Several of
his other Epistles were written by his companions in the faith, but
subscribed by himself. "The salutation of Paul with mine own
hand, which is the token in every Epistle: so I write" (2 Thess.
3: 17).

In the 12th verse, the Apostle speaks of and exposes false teachers,
or" false brethren," who had crept into the Church unawares. They
were J udaizers, who desired to add to the Christian relig-ion the
Mosaic Ritual. They were a fair type of the Ritualists of the present
day. The Judaizing- teachers would be proud of their descent from
Abraham, of their ecclesiastical privileges according- to the law, and
doubtless of their learning and eloquence. Still, they were men
pleasers, and preferred the "fair shew in the flesh" to "suffering
persecution for the cross of Christ." "As many as desire to make a
fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised." And
why? "Only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of
Christ,"

The Apostle then charges home upon these "false teachers"
inconsistency-" For neither they themselves who are circumcised
keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may
glory in your flesh," That they may glory among the Jews in having
been the means of so many professing Christians being circumcised.
This was worldly and carnal glorying-.

How different from the Apostle's glorying as stated in our text.
" But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the
world." Here is true glorying, " According as it is written, He that
g-lorieth, let him glory in the Lord." "For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creature, The distinctive mark of a real Christian is a new creature
in Christ Jesus.

* NOTE: W,e have given in full this excellent Sermon by Mr. Battersby. Wc have inserted
sub-headings but they follow closely the text of the address. We have also made shorter
paragraphs for easier reading.-EOITOR.
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DIVISIONS

I shall now jJroceed with the text:

First> the Cross;
secondly> the crucifixiOln;
and thirdly> the glorying.

I hope I shall be able to communicate to you under these three
divisions, the thoughts which are in my own mind.

Some ministers do not like divisions; I only wish they did, for I
am sure it would be much more profitable to their congregations.
I mean it would be much more profitable to their congregations if
the preachers had gut anything to say which was worthy of bein?;
heard. I like divisions myself, for I find them a very great help to
me in speaking, and I am certain they are equally a help to those
who hear me.

lt is a very great fault in young ministers of the present day to
begin their sermons without a beginning, and to ramble and rove
along without a plan, and to cnd without an ending. But conceited
youth is slow to learn, and very unready to take a hint. This is a
great defect in the rising generation of youthful and inexperienced
preachers. I suppOse we must not expect to find old heads on youn?;
shoulders.

If there be any young ministers here tonight, or any who intend
practising preaching, let me advise them to prepare and divide their
subjects well, before they venture to trouble other persons with their
orations from the pulpit. Let them prepare most carefully always,
and let them not attempt to deceive both themselves, their congrega
tions and their God, by saying, " they trust in the Lord to give them
a word." This sort of speech is either an apology for Cl very poor
sermon or a prelude to a carnal outburst of grandiloquence. Congre
gations, after all, are not easily deceived. Let me say that if youn?;
ministers have prepared their subjects well, and the Lord takes them
away from them, He will then give them better subjects, and reveal
Himself to them as Sovereign Lord of all their thoughts, words, and
works.

I.-WHAT IS IMPLIED IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST

Let us now consider, first, what is implied in the cross of our
Lord le"us Christ. The word cross is used in the following senses
in the Scriptures: (a) for the literal cross on which our Lord was
crucified; (b) for the whole work of Christ in His sufferings and
death; and (c) for the sufferings and afflictions of the people of
God. I shall now endeavour to establish these statements by the
Word of God.

(a), THE LITERAL CROSS

First, for the literal cross on which our Lord was crucified. The
literal meanin?; of the word for cross is "stake." It was used as an
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instrument of cruel punishment, and was either driven through the
criminal, or the criminal was bound to it, until death put an end to
his awful sufferings. In early times, crosses were made of the rudest
and readiest materials, because of the number of victims to be
crucified. Trees were often used as crosses.

Josephus says, when writing of the siege of Jerusalem by Titus :
" The soldiers, out of wrath and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed
those they caught, onc after one way, and another after another, to
the crosses by way of jest; when their multitude was so great, that
room was wanting for the crosses, and crosses wanting for the
bodies" (Wars of the Jews, Book V .. chap. 11, sec. 1). The Jews
had cried out to Pilate before concerning' Jesus Christ, saying, "Let
Him be crucified." Pilate declared that h(' ,. was innocent of the
blood of this just person." The Jews said, ., His blood be on us and
on our children," and it was so. They had crucified Christ, and now
they are crucified in return.

Now, we read respecting the literal cross of Christ that" a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name: him the Jews compelled to bear His
cross." When Christ was on the cross, some of the Jews deridingly
said, "If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross."
And others said: "If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come
down from the cross, and we will believe Him." Here you have the
literal cross on which Christ was crucified. If you wish to see more
about this literal croS.f as described in the Word of God, I shall refer
you to the following- Scriptures: Matt. 27 : 32,40, 42; Mark 15: 21,
30, 32; Luke 23 : 26; John 19: 17, 19, 25, 32.

The shape of the cross on which our Lord was crucified is of very
little importance indeed. The earliest crosses used as instruments of
punishment were only rude stakes or trees. Crosses may have been
of different shapes, and doubtless were so. Some may have been like
the letter T, or the letter X, or of the following shape t.

There seems, however, to be very little resemblance between the
literal cross on which our Lord died and those ivory and golden
crosses worn by ladies and gentlemen in our own day. Persons may
adorn themselves with such frivolous things if they like; but I hope
they do not wish to impose upon us that because they bear a cross
upon their bosom they have Christ in their hearts. It would be the
height of presumption and arrogance for anyone to dictate about
the shape of the cross on which the " Prince of Glory died."

There is a story related in Ecclesiastical History of the 4th century
of Helena the mother of Constantine, who was induced, when nearly
eighty years of age, to visit Mount Calvary, and being shown the
spot where tradition said our Lord was buried, she had the place
excavated. It is said three crosses were discovered. But how was the
true cross of Christ to be known? The following plan was hit upon.
Sick persons were touched by each cross separately. It is said that
one of the three crosses only produced the miraculous cures.
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This cross, as a matter of course, was declared to be the true
cross of Christ. The principal part of this cross was afterwards
deposited in a church built on the very spot on Mount Calvary.
Another part of the cross was sent to Constantinople, and the third
part was sent to Rome. I need hardly say that imposture was
practised upon the credulous and superstitious. Pieces of the so
called orig-inal cross were sold to willing- buyers, and by this means
the wealth of the Church was increased. It was also g'iven out that
althoug-h pieces of the cross were sold, yet it remained perfect,
complete,ancl entire as at the first. the cross possessing- the power
of self multiplication. You may receive or reject as much of this
story as you like. I think you know how to estimate a story of this
sort. Pious frauds have often been resorted to when the end has
been considered sufficient to justify the means.

There is also a story related of Constantine, who is said to have
seen at mid-day the sign of the cross in the heavens, with this
inscription upon it, "By THIS CONQUER." Whether Constantine
dreamt that he saw the sig-n of the cross in the heavens, or whether
he imposed upon the people for his own ag-g-randisement, is a point
which is open to disputation. One g-ood thing Constantine did
accomplish in his reign, he banished the cross as an instrument of
punishment and death.

There is onc f.act which wc must never forget, and it is this: that
the cross became to many professing Christianity in these early
days a superstitious object of veneration. Subsequently to the time
of Constantine, it was decreed as an object of religious worship.
I refer to the eighth and following centuries. And it has continued
to be an idolatrous object of worship in the Church of Rome even
to this day. And there are others also, who seem to glory more in
the material than in the spiritual cross of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. May it please God to keep you and me from supersti
tion and idolatry of every description.

(b) THF. WORK OF CHRIST IN HIS SUFFERINGS AND DEATH
The cross i.r used for the whole work of Christ in His sufferings

and death. The account which we have of Christ's sufTerings both
before and when J-Ie was nailed to the cross, is very painful. Pilate
scourged Him, and the soldiers stripped Him and put on Him a
scarlet robe. They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, and then
mocked Him. They spit on Him, and smote Him, and then led
Him away to crucify Him. Those who passed by wagged their
heads at Him. The chief priests tag-ether with the Scribes and
Elders mocked Him. And the two thieves which were crucified with
Him, cast the same in His teeth (Matt. 27). St. Paul speaks thus of
the Son of God: "He was found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross" (Phil. 2 : 8). This was an ig-nominious and shameful death.
He took the place of the lost and ruined sinner. With joy and
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delight He did so: "Who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12 : 2).

Christ on the cross was "made a curse" for the Redemption of
His people. They were all cursed by the law for disobedience. He
takes their place on the tree and bears the curse for them in its full
penalty-hence, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us : for it is written, Cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. 3 : 13). This refers to Deuteronomy,
He that is hanged on a tree is accursed of God (21 : 22, 23). When
Christ was thus cursed of God, Ht; cried out, " My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me? "

It was on the tree Christ magnified the law and made it honour
able. Christ has filled up the chasm made by sin between God and
the sinner. Hence:

" The terrors of law, and of God,
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."

A. M. Toplady.
But Christ on the cross was" made sin," and dealt with as sin-He
was cast out. "For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew
no sin."

And why was He made sin for us? "That we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. 5: 21). Christ takes the
sinner's place and satisfies divine justice for him. The sinner then
stands in Christ before God, perfect in Righteousness. St. Peter
speaks thus of Christ's work on the tree: "Who His own-self bare
our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed"
(1 Peter 2 : 24). The sufferings of Christ when He was made a
curse for us, and when He was made sin for us, are that full, perfect,
and Sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, once offered upon
the cross for our eternal Redemption. When Jesus was bruised on
the cross, the pleasure of the Lord was seen to prosper in His hand.
Jehovah Father saw of the travail of the Saviour's soul and was satis
fied. Jesus bore the iniquities of the many, and they are justified.

The work accomtJlished by Christ on the cross is set out to us by
divers expressions in the Scriptures. I shall notice a few of them.

Our .1ustification in the sight of God is ascribed to the" Blood of
Christ." "Being now justified by His blood" (Rom. 5 : 9). "The
blood is the life" (Gen. 9 : 4). The blood of the pascal Lamb was
the life of the Lamb taken. And so as regards the" Blood of Christ."
His Blood shed is His life laid down for the Justification of His
people. The Blood of Christ is the death of Christ, and draws our
minds to the cross. "The obedience and sprinkling of the Blood of
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Jesus Christ" is our Justification. There are several passages in
which this thou,e;ht is presented to us. "The Blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1 : 7). "Unto Him that
loved us and washed us from our sins in His own Blood." "These
are they who have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb." To be cleansed or washed, or justified is the
same thing, and is the effect of the death of Christ (1 Peter 1 : 2.
Rev. 1 : 5; 7 : 14-). Christ was delivered unto death because of our
offences and He was raised again because of our justification
(Rom. 4: 25). Christ's death is the believer's justification and life.
There i.'i no condemnation to them which arc in Christ Jesus. It is
God who jllstifieth His elect in Christ. Who then is he that con
demneth?' Christ has died and risen again, and is now at God's
right hand making intercession for His blood-bought flock (Rom.
8: 33, 34).

Peace and Reconciliation are ascribed to Christ's work on the
cross. "It pleased the Father that in Him "-Jehovah Jesus
"should all fulness dwell; and, having made peace by the Blood of
His cross, by II im to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I
say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you,
that were sometimes alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in
His sight" (Col. 1 : 19, 22). Here we have Peace and Reconciliation
by the death of Christ. The Saviour by His death has brought His
people into friendship with the Father.

Reflect upon the following words: "But now in Christ Jesus ye
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the Blood of Christ."
This nearness to God is the result of the death of Christ. This
nearness denotes access to God, also friendship and fellowship with
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. "For He is our peace who
hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle the wall of
partition-Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, the law of
commandments in ordinances; for to make Himself of twain one
new man, so making peace; and that He might reconcile both unto
God in onc body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby."
Now can be proclaimed the Gospel of peace to the ends of the earth.
" And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to
them that were nig'h. For through Him we both have access, by one
Spirit unto thl' Father" (Eph. 2: 13, 18; 2nd Cor. 2: 14, 15).

Let us look a t another Scripture upon this point of Peace and
Reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Read 2nd
Corinthians, 5th chapter, 18th and following verses: "And all
things are of God, Who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation, to wit,
that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them." Here the Apostle explains
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what he means by the world. It is the world of God's chosen. These
are the persons to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity (Psalm 30 ;
1, 2; Rom. 4; 5-9). Now the ministers of the Gospel have this word
of Reconciliation committed to them, that they should preach it to
the ing-athering of the children of God that are scattered abroad.
Peace and Reconciliation by the death of Christ are the outcome of
God's great love to the sinner. We are reconciled to God by the
death of His Son.

And this is the atonement, the reconciliation, and the covering
which we have received, and in which we glory (Rom. 5 ; 8-11). We
have Redemption and Forgiveness of sins through the precious blood
of Christ (Eph. 1 : 7; 1 Peter 1 : 18, 19). We can now enter with
boldness into the holiest by the blood of Christ (Heb. 10 : 19). The
blood of Christ purifies the conscience (Eeb. 9: 14). The Blood of
Christ has purchased the Church of God (Acts 20 : 28). These are
some of the blessings which come to us by the death of Christ on the
cross.

Are we astonished that everything else appeared insignificant to
the Apostle when compared with the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ?
He delig-hted in preaching the cross. He says to the Corinthians :
" Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel." And
pray what did he mean by the Gospel? Well, he leaves us not in
doubt for he g-oes on to say: "Not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching- of
the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God." It is by the preaching of the cross
that souls are saved. "We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews
a stumbling'block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God,
and the wisdom of God." The Apostle was "determined not to
know anything among the Corinthians, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified" (1 Cor. 1).

" Sweet the moments, rich in blessing-,
Which before the cross I spend,
Life, and health, and peace possessing-,
From the sinner's dying- Friend.
Here I'll sit for ever viewing-,
Mercy's streams, in streams of blood;
Precious drops! my soul bedewing-,
Plead and claim my peace with God."

(c) THE SUFFERINGS AND AFFLICTIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

I shall now say a few words to you about the cross as it is used
for the sufferings and afflictions of the people of God.

Our Lord told His disciples that they would have to take up the
cross for His sake. "Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
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follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whoso
ever will ]o,c his life for my sake shall find it" (Matt. 16: 24, 25).
The taking up of the cross and bearing- it, is an allusion to the
criminal carrying the cross on which he was to suffer.

The suffering-s, the persecutions, and afflictions of the people of
God, arc a part of the leg-acy which Christ has left to His followers.
No one knew this better than St. Paul. Let us hear his own words:
" Who now rejoice in my suffering-s for you, and fill up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His body's sake,
which is the Church" (Col. 1: 24). Paul's suffering-s were not for
the purpose of taking- away sins. Christ's suffering-s alone could do
this. But a suffering- path is the path of the flock. It is given unto
them to suffer for Christ's sake (PhiI. 1 : 29).

Patriarchs and prophets have suITered of old for the truth's sake.
St. James says: "Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken
in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and
of patience" (5: 10). We might here quote from the 11th of
Hebrews the account of the trials, sufferings, and afflictions of those
ancient worthies, who endured the cross and despised the shame,
looking unto Jesus. In all their afflctions, Jehovah Jesus was
afflicted (Isa. 63 : 9). Christ and His members suffered together.

Our sufTerings and afflictions are light compared with the glory
that shall follow by and by (2 Cor. 4: 17, 18). The Apostle could
take plca,sllfT in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu
tions, in distresses for Christ's sake (2 Cor. 12: 10).

I cannot Icavc this part of my subject without reading what the
Apost]e Ilas ,aid of the cross which he had to take up. These are
his words:

"Ill Ld)OllrS more abundant, in stripes above measure, in
prisons 1l10rC frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times
received I forty ,tripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods,
once w",1 ,Ioned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day
I h.ave 1)('('11 in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters,
in perib 01' oo1J1Jer" in perils of my own countrymen, in perils by
the he;illwll, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in
peril, ill IIIl' ,(';t. in perils among false brethren; In weariness and
painfldnt·',s. in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, ill cold and nakedness."

Well might \1(' exclaim, "Who is weak, and I am not weak?"
(2 Cor. 12). Hilt he knew that when he was weak, then he was
strong. The power of Christ was upon him.

It is as true now as ever it was, "that we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." The cross shall not be
removed, but grace shall be given to bear it. "Faint, yet pursuing."
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H.-THE CRUCIFIXION
:"et us now consider secondly and briefly the Crucifixion: "By

whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." "By
whom," " on which," or " whereby" referring either to Christ or to
the cross, or to both. The crucifixion is twofold. The world is
crucified to the Apostle, and he is crucified to the world. We shall
have to explain a little here. What is the world? And how is the
world crucified to the Apostle? What is the answer to these ques
tions?

THE WORLD IS CRUCIFIED TO PAUL

W hat is the world? I do not understand by the word "world"
the material world, or creation in general; bll t rather the honours,
the offices, the riches, and the fashions, which the wicked and
ungodly inhabitants of the world seek after, and ill which they glory.

St. John says (1 John 2 : 14, 15): "Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him." Here is a sharp line drawn between
those who are of the world, and those who are of God. The children
of God are in the world, but they are not of it. A child of God
may possess many of the good things of the world, but they have
not his love.

But what does the Apostle John say about the world? "For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." Here is
the world under a threefold division.

" The lust of the flesh '·-Self-gratification. This may be in eating
and drinking to the satisfying' of the pleasures of the flesh. We read
of some who" fell ,a lusting- for flesh to eat," and were finally buried
in the" graves of lust" (Num. 11). "The lust of the flesh" is mani
fest in pleasure seeking, worldly amusements, sporting and gambling
in every conceivable way, but these things bring their own reward.
" He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine
and oil shall not be rich" (Prov. 21 : 17). I shall refer those who
wish to see more about the works and lusts of the flesh to Galatians
5 : 19-21.

" The lust of the eye." This deals with covetousness and such like.
Achan covets "a Babylonish garment" together with "silver and
gold," and steals them, but he and his are stoned and burnt for so
doing (Joshua 7). Ahab sees, covets, and obtains Naboth's vineyard,
but it is a curse to him and not a blessing (1 Kings 21). "He that
hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty
shall come upon him" (Prov. 28 : 22).

"The pride of life." This is an inordinate desire to be great in
ourselves and for ourselves. Self-conceit, carnal confidence, seeking
to glorify self, to be seen and admired by others. and to make for
ourselves, like some of old, a name in the earth (Gen. 11 : 4).
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St. .101111 sums up all these thing-s thus: "And the world passeth
away, ;lne! (lie lust thereof." Here is the fleeting, fading-, and passing
away of l'vcrything- which is not settled and established in Christ.
" But 11(' that e!oeth the will of God abideth for ever." St. Paul says
of the worle! of which I have been speaking, that it was crucified to
him hI' the crucifixion and death of Christ. This is how the world
became a dead thing- to him. Things which were once g-ain to him,
he (minted loss for Christ. He could suffer the loss of all things for
his Saviour. Happy Paul!

THE APOSTLE, WAS CRUCIFIED TO THE WORLD

But the Apostle was crucified unto the world. He had been
crucified with Christ on the cross and had died there with Him. "I
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me."
The crucifixion and death of Christ on the cross, are also the
crucifixion and death of the saints to the world.

This is very fully revealed to us in the 6th of Romans.

" For jf we have been planted together in the likeness of His
death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection:
knowin~ this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin."

All in Christ are dead to sin, dead to the law, and dead to the world.
Now if wc be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also

live with him: knowing that Christ being raised from the dead
dieth no more: death hath no more dominion over Him. For in
that He liveth, He liveth unto God."

Now comes the Apostolic enforcement of this glorious truth upon
Christians :-

"Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto
sin, but alive Ullto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."

There is rvidently a complete separation between the Apostle and
the world. They were crucified to each other by the crucifixion of
Christ. The world had no love for the Apostle, and he had none for
the world. The world hated Christ, and it hated His disciples too.
The worle! loves its own (John 15: 18, 19). The children of God
love their OWII. They love the Father who first loved them. They
love the S;lvimlr who has died for them. And they love the Holy
Ghost who h;)s t;lllght them and blessed them with a knowledge of
His will.

If the Christian he crucified with Christ, and is dead to the world,
where is he livin,~) He is living in Christ, and in communion and
fellowship with Him. "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which arc above, where Christ sitteth on the rig-ht hand of



138 The Gospel Magazine

God. Set your affections on things above, not things on the earth.
For ye are dead "-dead by the death of Christ to the world-" and
your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory."

Glorious hope! By Christ the world is crucified unto me, and I
unto the world. Is it so with us ',' Is the experience of the Apostle
our experience? Do we realise for ourselves, that the world is
crucified to us, and that we are cruci fled to the world? Are we and
the world dead to each other? "They that are Christ's have cruci
fied the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit,
let us also walk in the Spirit."

IlL-THE GLORYING OF THE APOSTLE

We shall now proceed with our third point, which is the glorying
of the Ap,ostle:-" But God forbid that J should glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." What is this glorying? It is
rejoicing, boasting and exulting in the Lord.

What is man in himself that he should boast? "Man that is born
of a woman is a few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth
like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and
continueth not " (Job 14} "All flesh is as grass, and all the goodli
ness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth : because the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it, surely
the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the
word of our God shall stand for ever" (Isa. 40). Lord, what is man?
" Who maketh thee to differ? And what hast thou that thou didst
not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if
thou hadst not received it? " (1 Cor. 4 : 7).

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of boasting, negatively and posi
tively (9: 23, 24).

NEGATIVELY

Negatively:-" Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise man glory
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not
the rich man glory in his riches." If a man should presume to glory
in his wisdom, because he may happen to be a bit of a philosopher,
let him remain dumb until he has read the 28th of Job. And if that
chapter does not turn his wisdom into folly, then, I venture to say,
that you may bray a fool in a mortar with a pestle, and yet his
foolishness will not depart from him (Prov. 27 : 22).

If a man should boast of his" might," or power, let him call to
mind the power of the beast of the forest, or of the Leviathan of the
deep. And if his might does not become very weakness, then let him
reflect upon the 40th of Isaiah. Here, he will veil his face, and cry :
"Woe is me! for I am undone! "

If man should boast in his" riches," then let him consider what
swift and ready wings they have. Riches make to themselves wings
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and fly .IW.,y. The man of riches may boast of his wealth today, but
tOlllorrow Illorning's post may inform him that he is a beggar.

I [ I had I he wisdom of Solomon, and the might of Samson, and
all th(' riell Lreasures of Hezekiah, yet, the Lord says: "Let not the
wise IlIall glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in
his Illigllt, let not the rich man glory in his riches." Where then
sh:t11 boasting and glorying be found? The child of God is safe in
his glorying when he glories in that in which the Lord Himself
glories.

POSITIVELY

Positively, the Lord saith, "But let him that glorieth glory in
this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord
which exercise lovingkindness, judgment and righteousness in the
earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord." Let us see
what these things are which have been done in the earth by the
Lord. "But of Him are yet in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp
tion." These are the things in which the Lord delights and glories,
and His children delight and glory in the same. In the text, we
have the Apostle boasting, but it is in the Lord. "But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Why all this boasting and glorying in the Cross work of Christ?
Because on the Cross Christ magnified the law and made it honour
able. THERE, He rendered full satisfaction to its proudest demands,
and penalties. THERE, He iustified the sinner by His blood, or by His
death. THERE, He made full atonement for His people. THERE, He
made peace by His Blood, and reconciled the whole family in heaven
and on earth to His Father, and our Father, to His God, and our
God. THERE, He slew the enmity, and took everything out of the
way, that the ransomed of the Lord might pass over in safety.
THERE, He finished and made an end of iniquity, transgression and
sin. THERE, He brought in an everlasting righteousness with which
to robe His saints. THERE, He hrought near to God a countless
multitude which no man can numher, gathered out of all kindreds,
peoples. alld tongues. THERE, He obtained eternal redemption for
all the elect of God. THERE, He through death destroyed him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil; and delivered them who
through [e;lr of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
THERE, on thr cross, Christ is seen victorious over every foe, and we
in Him arc ]rcl in triumph.

Well mig'ht the Apostle exclaim: "But God forbid that I should
glory, saY(' in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ."

When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.



140 The Gospel Magazine

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God,
All the vain thing-s that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

See! from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow ming-led down!
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an off'ring far too small :
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all.

(Isaae Watts, 1709).

Sermons, Vol. 6, 1881. .TAMES BATTERSBY.

WILLIAM ROMAINE'S LETfER

ON THE NEws OF HIS SON'S DEATH

WHEN you have read thus far, you will begin to think that I write
in good spirits-and yet I am under the rod, and it is a very sharp
one. Mrs. --- called on Tuesday, and my wife could not see
her: indeed she has seen nobody since we heard the melancholy
news of my son's death.

I t has been to us both a very heavy affliction. He was cu toff
by a violent flux at Trincomalee in the island of Ccylon. I fecI as
a parent: I am not a stone; but grace has got the better of nature.
God supports. God comforts.

I have a will of my own; and by it I would have gladly kept my
son; for he was a sweet youth. But I can, from my heart, say,
"Not my will, Lord, but thine be done": whereby I have the
advantage of finding that my faith, being put into the furnace, is
true gold. It is, glory be to grace, proved and improved.

When I first saw the letter which brought us the account, I
knew the general's seal to it, and, fearing the contents, I looked up
for the presence and for the support of my good Master and myoId
Friend; and He answered me in the words of a great believer, "The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away." He has a right to do
what He will with His own. Then He enabled me to reply, "Blessed
be the name of the Lord"; and I do praise Him for giving me some
of Job's resignation, that I could use his words with the same spirit.

W. ROMAINE.
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A TRACT BY JOHN NEWTON

An eight page pamphlet-a statement by John Newton (1762)
has been passed on to us. It is issued by the Bible Truth Depot,
Mifflinburg, Penna, D.S.A., which offers to send a free catalogue
on request. The tract is a beautiful statement by the grace-taught
John Newton concerning the Majesty and Sovereignty of God.

He takes the truth that God is omnipresent, and contrasts how
little we act as if we realised it.

"What should we think of a person, who being admitted into
the king's presence, upon business of the greatest importance,
should break off in the midst of his address, to pursue a butter
fly? Could such an instance of weakness be met with, it
would be but a faint emblem of the inconsistencies which they
who are acquainted with their own hearts, can often charge
themselves with in prayer."

It is so with the truth of God's Sovereignty.
"But alas!" remarks John Newton, "how often do we find

ourselves unable to apply it, so as to reconcile our spirits to
those afflictions which He is pleased to allot us."

The title of the leaflet is aMore than a Calvinist."

"A REBEL MADE A CHILD"

The autobiography of Mary Louise Cooper, just issued, is a re
markable record of the Lord's dealings wirn one whose grievous
affliction extended over about thirty-four years. On September 12th,
1935-at the age of 28-Mary Louise Cooper went to bed for good.
She had long- been crippled with illness, and had been told by her
doctor that there was then no hope of her ever recovering health and
that she would become completely stiff, unable to move in the
least. This proved true, and for twenty-three more years she re
mained in such a state. She passed forward on August 19th, 1958,
at the age of fifty-one years.

When she heard the doctor's statement referred to above the
words came sweetly into her heart:

Let me but hear my Saviour say:
"Streng-th shall be equa~ to thy day";
Then I rejoice in deep distress,
Leaning on all sufficient grace.

All rebellion was removed. The title of the book recording God's
dealings with her soul is " A REBEL MADE A CHILD."

It is her own account. There is a preface by Mr. R. J. Morris,
of Henlow, Beds., who writes:
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"Our dcar friend was long favoured with a settled assurance
of hcr interest in the Covenant of Grace. But there were times
when the love of God sweetly captivated her soul. . . . There
were, also, times of fearful and cruel temptations and times
whcn the Lord seemed to hide His face from her."

Mr. Morris hopes that there will be a speedy and wide circulation
of this good book.

As Miss M. L. Cooper became more helpless, Christian friends
providcd for her in 1945, with the co-operation of the Post Office,
a relay of services from the Chapel.

The book, which has 76 pages, is very well printed with cloth
cover. It includes a photo of Miss M. L. Cooper at the age of
eighteen before her illness began. It consists almost wholly of her
own aCCOltnt, but a few of her letters and poetry are included at the
end. It is all very moving and full of scriptural truth, and will be
spiritually apprcciated not only by all Strict Baptists, to whom Miss
Cooper belonged, but also by all who "know the grace of God in
truth."

The price is 7/- (including postage), and copies can be obtained
from Miss M. E. Cooper, Oxholme Farm, FenstantoD, Huntingdon.

BOOKS RECEIVED

We have just received from The Banner of Truth Trust (78B
Chiltern Street, London, W.1) the following valuable books:
(1) The Death of Death in the Death of Christ, by John Owen,

312 pages, 13s. 6d., with Introductory Essay and Analysis of
the book by Dr. J. 1. Packer.

(2) The Select Works of Ionathan Edwards, Volume Il, Sermons,
276 pages, 10s. 6d. net. This has ten sermons.

(3) An Alarm to the Un converted, by Joseph Alleine (1634-1668),
111 pages, 6s. net.

All the books are beautifully printed books. We hope to give them
extendcd notice later. Meanwhilc we warmly recommend them as
most suitable gifts to ministers and students for the ministry.

THE LATE DR. DANIEL H. C. BARTLETT

Wc have just received Professor G. W. Bromiley's Memoir of the
late Dr. D. H. C. Bartlett.

Dr. Bartlctt desired that a history should be written of the wi tncss
against Evangelical Liberalism, and set aside a sum of money for
this purpose. His executors have felt that this could be fulfilled by
a memoir of Dr. Bartlett himself.

The book is wcll written and beautifully printed. I consists of
86 pages, and has a good photo of Dr. Bartlett as a frontispiece.
I t is priccd at 4/-, postage 6d.

A review of the book will, D.V., appear in our next issue.
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S'I'A 1''1' NEEDED FOR TB.S.
IIll'n';ISe in the work of the Trinitarian Bible Society is causing

, IH't'd of an increase in stafL The TB.S. has hitherto worked with
H wry small staff indeed, and in an article in The Free Presbyterian
Jlfllgll.:ille for January, 1960, the Secretary of the TB.S. writes:

" Among the readers of this article there may be one moved
to enquire whether knowledge of typing and general clerical
work gained in the world of commerce might be more profitably
used in such a work as this."

i\. letter to the Rev. T H. Brown, Secretary, Trinitarian Bible
Society, 7 Bury Placc, London, W.C.I, would bring fuller informa
tion.

The increased production and circulation of the Scriptures has
absorbed an extra -£ I0,000, partly owing to increased costs of paper,
but mainly the result of the greatly increased circulation. The
increase in expenditure was happily covered by an increase in
income of n!Jolll £ 12,000 upon that of 1958.

The nlllll!Jn of Scriptures distributed rose .as follows:
Bibles: 60%
New Testaments: 25%
Scripture Portions: 300%

Friends who haY<' taken a prayerful and practical interest in the
work" will be cllcournged to know that they have been instrumental
in placing the Holy Scriptures in the hands of men, women, and
children in many lands where spiritual darkness prevails."

"The circulation of the Scriptures in the first eight months of
the financial year ending March, 1960, has already exceeded the
whole of last year."

Poetry

RESOURCES

Are Goel's ways to you perplexing?
Do you walk alone?

Yel the One who died to save you
Claims His own.

1)0 you meet with persecution
From the proud and vain?

Yet yOllI' Saviour knows your hardship
.-\nd your pain.
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Do you seem to walk in darkness,
Sun and moon withdrawn?

Yet earth's night is quickly speeding
To the mom.

Do you feel the need of patience
In the daily strife?

Yet you have eternal measure
In your life.

Do you wish to be quite fearless
In temptation's hOllr;>

Then rejoice to know your Saviour
Has all power.

Do you see the clouds are heavy
With a coming storm?

Yet descry amid the tempest
Christ's own Form.

Do you sigh for friendships broken
By the cruel grave?

Yet remember from death's bondage
Christ can save.

T. PITTAWAY.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.

CONDESCENSION

The One who built the skies
And laid the mighty deep

Has stooped that we might rise
And wept lest we should weep.

He emptied was of might
That we might have His grace;

He came into our night
To save our sinful race.

He has the ransom paid
And caused God's face to shine,

For He was human made
That we might be divine.

o Blessed be His Name,
He our salvation wrought,

And may we sound His fame
In deed, and word, and thought.

T. PITTAWAY.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.




