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"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND I'OR EVER,"
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No. 1112
New Series

MARCH, 1961

EDITORIAL

THE CHALLENGE OF ROMAN ISM

No. 2312
Old Series

The visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury to Rome was first
announced merely as a courtesy call. But it clearly emerged as a
step in the reunion movement, and, as such, has done a serious
dis-service to the Church of England as Protestant and Reformed.

The latitudinarism of the times is seen in the prevailing indiffer
ence of many leaders to the serious doctrinal errors of Transub
stantiation, The Mass-Sacrifice, The Infallibility of the Pope, The
Worship of the Virgin Mary, The Doctrine of the Assumption of
Mary, Sacerdotal Priesthood, Auricular Confession, and Purgatory.

We recall that in January, 1954, a Christian Unity meeting was
held at Bristol to which Roman Catholics, including the Abbot of
Downside, were invited. But during the saying of the Lord's Prayer
the Roman Catholics left the platform. Following correspondence,
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Clifton wrote: "Although we are
most desirous that Christian unity should be restored, it is the
unalterable conviction of our Faith that this can only be brought
about by acceptance of the Catholic Faith and submission to the
Holy See."

It is of the greatest importance today that the British public be
given "the truth about the (Roman) Catholic Church."
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THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulations, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves arc

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

"0 BE JOYFUL IN THE LORD"

A PSALM OF THANKSGIVING-Psalm 100

"0 be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:
Serve the Lord with gladness,
And come before His presence with a song."

-Psalm 100 (Prayer-Book Version).
PSALM 100 is described as "A Psalm of Thanksgiving," "An Exhort-
ation to praise God cheerfully for His greatness and His power." .
We hear it constantly in the Services of the Church of England. j

We are happy to have the well-known Paraphrase (now 400 years 1"

old) by William Kethe, a Scotsman, who was with the exiles on the
Continent during the Marian persecution:

All people that on earth do dwell
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed;
Without our aid He did us make;

We are His folk, He doth us feed;
And for His sheep He doth us take.

o enter then His gates with praise,
Approach with joy His courts unto;

Praise, laud, and bless His name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good,
His mercy is for ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure!

-William Kethe, 1560-l5(j1.·~

*In later copies "fear" was changed to "mirth" and "folk" to "flock."
We select four thoughts from the Psalm.
(1) The Psalm is designed for thanksgiving in public wor.rhi/J.

This is indicated in verse 4 :
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise:
Be thankful unto Him,
And bless His name.-Psalm 100: 4 (Authorised Version, 1611).

(2) The Psalm has a missionary aspect. Indeed, in a Syriac version \
it is headed: "A PSALM FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE HEATHEN TO

THE TRUE FAITH." It begins "0 be joyful in the Lord, all ye [mills"
(verse 1); it is a call to the "whole earth." "For Mine house shall be
called an house of prayer for a/,l people" (Isaiah 56 : 7), a p,lss;lge

J
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referred to by the Lord Jesus when at the cnd of His ministry He
cleansed the temple a second time. "And He taught, saying unto
them, Is it not written, My house shall be callcd of all nations the
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves" (Mark
11 : 17). He has redeemed His people to God by His blood "out of
every kindred, and tongue, and 1leople, and nation" (Revelation
5: 9). Can we remember this when we meet some of the many
visitors to our shores from other lands?

(3) The Psalm speaks of the privilege of being God's chosen people.
"Be ye sure that the Lord He is God:

It is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves,
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture."

He made us His people, and (as it might possibly be rendered) "His
we are." Vet it is true that we did "not make ourselves," either
naturally or in spiritual regeneration-"Of His own will hegat He
us with the word of truth" (James 1 : 18). He chose and called out
a people for His own possession (1 Peter 2 : 9), "that ye should shew
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light." As Paul wrote: "For by grace are ye saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not
of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephcsians 2 : 8, 9).

"We are His people and the sheep of His pasture"-the Lord ./esus
said "1 know My sheep, and am known of Mine" (John 10: 14).

(4) The Psalm concludes with a statement of the wondJerful char
acter of the Lord which causes the thanksgiving of the quickened
soul.

(a) "The Lord is gracious"'-He is good. He is good in His
providence. He is good in His grace. Christ is the Good Shepherd
who gave His life for the sheep. "Ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor that ye through His poverty might become rich" (2 Cor. 8 : 9).

(b) "His mercy is euerlasting," i.e., His louingkindness :
"They who once His kindness prove
Find it everlasting love." -John Newton.

"Having loved His own which were in the world He loved them
unto the end" (.John 13 : 1).

(c) "And His truth endureth from generation to gencratiorn." The
reference is to his faithfulness, His faithfulness in performing His
promises. "God is faithful, by Whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1 : 9). "Christ
is faithful as a Son over His own house" (Hebrews 3 : 6). "He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that
day" (Paul in 2 Tim. 1 : 12).

These three considerations-that the Lord is good, that His mercy
is everla:':ting, that His faithfulness endures through all ages-arc
calculated, when brought home to the soul by the power of the
Spirit, to call for "songs of loudest praise." W.D.S.
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PILGRIM PAPERS
DO I LOVE GOD?

AN ADDRESS BY THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS (OPENSHAW)
"The Lord preserveth all them that love Him: but all the wicked

He will destroy."-PsALM 145: 20.
How true it is that the soul of the livin~ child of God needs its daily
food, just as much as the body requires constant nourishment to
sustain it! Brethren, we have discovered that, though God's past
favours and mercies are highly to be appreciated, they fail to fulfil
the part of present ones. Our souls languish without continued
supply. The manna we gathered yesterday will not serve us for
today. The fact is, our souls are continuaIly subject to wear and tear
from the assaults of sin and Satan, and need refreshing and renewin~ Jl,

by the Lord of life and grace. ~f

WeIl, the blessed Lord has taken care to provide for His people's
nourishment, and has most plentifuIly scattered promises and assur
ances throughout His word for this purpose. And, what is more, the
Lord knowin~ that the word, of itself, is but sorry comfort, He has
taken care to promise His Spirit to make it profitable. His children
have His assurance that He will give that Spirit to everyone of them
that asks. May He grant us that Spirit whilst we seek to refresh our
souls throu~h a contemplation of the word now before us !

"The Lord preserveth all them that love Him: but all the wicked
will He destroy." Now, there is abundance of comfort in that little
sentence; but you see it all hinges upon the fact of love. It is so with
all the promises and assurances of God. Take these as examples of
the whole, from Genesis to Revelation. The very law, amidst
thunderings and lightnings, speaks comfortably to those that love
the Lord.

(1) "Shewin~ mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and
keep My commandments" (Exod. 20: 4).

(2) "I beseech Thee, 0 Lord God of heaven, the great and
terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them
that love Him and observe His commandments" (Nehemiah
1 : 5).

(3) "0 love the Lord, all ye His saints: for the Lord prescrveth
the faithful," i.e., the lovin~ (Psalm 31 : 23).

(4) "Ye that love the Lord, hate evil: for He preserveth the
souls of His saints" (Psalm 97 : 10).

(5) "AIl things shaIl work together for the good of them that
love God" (Rom. 8 : 28).

(6) "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man to conceive, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love Him" (1 Cor. 2: 9).

(7) The Lord hath promised a crown of life to them that love
Him (James 1 : 12).
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Thus saith the Scriptures from beg-inning to end. But now comes
the perplexity of the poor saint, and now comes the time for that
sustenance and nourishment we have been speaking of. For, instead
of being elated at and delighted with this intelligence, he is down
cast and alarmed. Why? He says to himself, "These are glorious
promises, but they are for those who love God; do 1 love Him?
I fear not." So now I would help you to discuss the question.

I.-DO WE LOVE GOD?

Do we love God? There is much mistake upon this point.
Hundreds love God who are not convinced they love Him, and
hundreds do not love God who fancy they do. The great source of
mistake is in the Object of love, and in the act of love.

St. John, who speaks more about love to God than any of the
apostles, closes his chief epistle with these all-important and very
significant words, ((Little children, keep yourselves from idols"
(1 John 5: 21); and the sin, the crying sin, that all the prophets
denounce, is idolatry, or worship of false gods in opposition to the
great Jehovah. Hence it follows that if we know not God, the true
God, the God of Revelation, we cannot possibly love Him; and,
though we were overflowing with what we conceive to be love, we
are to all intents and purposes idolaters.

Hence it also follows that, if we are at peace with the God of
revelation, we must love Him, for so marvellous is His love towards
such that it cannot but beget love in them. Our love may not be
always glowing or fervent or passionate, for we are poor, variable,
fickle, capricious, and changeable creatures; but we cannot but love
Him when we discover He first loved us.

Now, let us bear these two things in mind, namely, the Object of
love (the only true God, as He has revealed Himself), and the act of
love, consisting not so much in the passionate ardour of fleshly
affection as in the complete subjugation of natural enmity, or that
reconciliation which God Himself has effected in the heart of His
chosen. And now, cannot we answer the question, Do we love God?
I will answer for myself, Yes, most assuredly.

For, firstly, I am exceeding jealous for the honour and rights and
prerogatives of the God of revelation; purity of worship, purity of
faith, purity of doctrine is my first aim. I hate all false religions and
false gods. Hence I know I am no idolater.

Secondly, as all enmity against this wondrous Being- is eradicated
from my heart, as I feel reconciled to Him, and have no charge to
bring against Him, I actually discover that I love Him: for my Bible
tells me that it was He who did it all; it was He that made the
peace; it was He that reconciled me to Himself. I had neither hand
nor part in it. Hence, surely I must and do love Him. Yes, my dear
brethren in the Lord, and you, too, by a similar process of reasoning,
will discover that you love God. Any rational man who discovers
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that God has been thus working in him and for him must have his
affections carried away to the Author of such goodness.

"Ah, but," someone says, "I do not love God as I ought!" To
whom I reply, "I am sure you don't. You ought to love Him with
all your heart and all your soul and all your strength"; but this is
the perfection the law demands, not the measure of love that God
gives His poor people to be given back to Him again. We can no
more love God as we ought than we can keep the law as we ought.
But couldn't we if we had the Holy Spirit to help us? No; unless we
had entirely new bodies and new natures. The fact of the Holy
Spirit dwelling in us does not alter the constitution of our bodies.
"That whieh is born of the flesh is flesh,'" just as "that which is born
of the Spirit is Spirit." So we need never expect to be able to love
God as we ought until we have got rid of our wretched sinful flesh.
Now, poor soul, is not that a comfort to you? Isn't t.hat a precious
morsel for your nourishment?

Let me tell you further, that your grief that you cannot love God
as you ought is a sure sign of love to God. It is love that grieves; it
is love that sighs; it is love that groans, as well as it is love that joys,
and love that sings. What on earth would be the meaning of my
mourning over the absence of a friend unless I loved him? What
would be the meaning of my sorrowing over my ingratitude to a
friend unless I loved him? Just so it is with us and God. When we
repent, when we long for His presence, when we grieve over our
hard-heartedness, we assuredly love Him. So far is clear. The
Object of our love is the true God. The act of our love is not that
exacting, perfect, glowing, and unvarying thing we fancied; hut is
very imperfect and very capricious.

n.-GOD'S ASSURANCE

Now we come to the promise or assurance of our text, "The Lord
preserveth all them that Love Him: but all the wicked will Hr
destroy." "The Lord preserveth them." What does that involve?
I think the last clause of the text throws much light upon the
question: "The wicked will He destroy." Now, we know that t.his
cannot allude to this life, for the Lord does not destroy the wicked
here, for many of them prosper, and rule with a high hand. And, on
the other hand, many of those who love God are not preserved from
calamities and accidents and afflictions and overwhelming triab in
this life.

So it is clear that the preservation here promised must have special
reference to the next life. Doubtless, in a sense, God preserves them
that love Him even in this life. He preserves them from destruction
till they have received the truth in the love of it; and He preserves
them from death until His work is completed in them; but the
preservation chiefly has allusion to their eternal state.

Oh, what a happiness to know this.,-to feel that we are preserved
by God from everlasting destruction-to be assured that our never-

t
~
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dying souls are safe for ever! The Psalmist might well say after
~:Llch an assurance as that, "My mouth shall speak the praise of the
Lord: and let all flesh bless His holy name for ever and ever."

I have before now showed you at length in what sense God keeps
His people from evil here, in this world. He does not so keep them
from the evil that it never has the mastery, for the saints offend in
many things; but He so keeps them that no evil shall ruinously
injure them.

But here, if possible, we have a further insight to the Lord's inten
tions. He preserves them that love Him for ever and ever. Hear
that, poor timid worshipper of the true God. You who have been
reconciled to God by the death of Christ-in short, you who love the
Lord-you are preserved, and will be preserved for ever! Ay, God
preserves us from the wreck and ruin of creation to sing His praises
for ever and ever.

Brethren in the Lord Jesus, a conviction like this is what brings
peace and comfort to the soul of the poor awakened sinner! Around
him he sees nothing but confusion and strife. Beyond him he can
discern nothing but destruction as a whirlwind coming upon the
earth! Personally, he feels so helpless, and is so conscious of his
worthlessness and sin, that it is the most blessed of all blessed privi
leges to be enabled to believe that he is preserved in Christ Jesus,
preserved in God, and will be preserved for ever!

IlL-WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE?

A question naturally presents itself at the conclusion of such a
meditation as this-it is, What makes the difference between them
that love God and the wicked spoken of in our text? Surely it
cannot be the power of man, for what power has one man more than
another in such a business as this? And surely, again, if some men
love God, and others are for ever estranged from Him, God's work
of reconciling men unto Himself cannot have been universal.

Our common-sense assures us of all this, so what makes the
difference? It is God's will. Ay, that's the solution-a solution, and
the only one, that takes all boasting out of men's power; and thus
ratifies the Bible's statements: God loves holiness-man is unholy;
God loves beauty-man is beastly; God loves perfection-man is
imperfection: and what could induce (':rOd to love such a being as
that? The only answer is, God's will. That will broke down our
opposition-that will reconciled us to Himself-that will created a
love for Him within us. If God had never begun, we should not.

Oh, then, thank God for the least spark of love to Him you can
trace out in your souls, but don't attempt to measure His love to you
by your love to Him. His love for us as far surpasses human love,
as the vastness of creation surpasses our little hearts. God's love is
deep and fathomless and inextinguishable and unchangeable; but, if
we love Him in our little measure, we may be certain we shall be
preserved by Him for ever and ever. WILLIAM PARKS.
Notes of Sermons (1868), Sermon 14.

......_-~~~-------------------------------------=-
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE TRIAL OF MARY'S FAITH

BEFORE motor-cars arrived, when every vehicle in the streets was
drawn by horses, John Bennett was a "cabby." He drove, not his
own cab, but one in the employ of the Ward Brothers; and he was
much valued by the firm, for as a Christian man should be, he was
always steady and reliable. He had married a good Christian girl
called Mary; and when this story begins, they lived conveniently in
the mews with their four young children, managing nicely on john's
wages and tips.

The only drawback was the Sunday work; and, though at first
John had felt he must make the best of it, both he and Mary felt it
an increasing burden on their consciences. When John at last ap
proached his master about the matter, the reply was definite ; John
must take his share of Sunday work like the rest. "And what if I
won't?" said John. "Then you'll have to go, John," said Mr. Ward;
"not that we want to lose you, for you've always served us well, but
you've all got to do your turn on Sundays."

John and Mary talked it over, and at last John told the Ward's
he could no longer work on Sundays. He was at once dismissed,
Mr. Ward telling him he had only his "foolish obstinacy" to blame.

John expected to be able to get work elsewhere easily, but because
he had been turned out for such a reason, he could not get a
reference, and all his applications were turned down.

A dreadful time followed. The Bennetts had to use all their
savings, and even sell some of their belongings. John would get an
occasional day's work, and Mary earned a little by sewing at home,
but even so they were near starvation. Mary's faith burned brightly,
and she was continually cheering her husband; but to her great
sorrow she saw John becoming sullen and bitter, envying other men,
and almost inclined to give up the struggle.

One cold night the two were sitting by the grate, where a tiny
fire smouldered. Mary had just coaxed a little flame to show, and
now she went back to her sewing. Her husband was down-hearted;
other cabmen had been telling him what a fool he was, and now
as he told Mary about it, he went on to say that he couldn't stand
seeing her and the children hungry-he would have to ask the Wards
to take him on again! "Oh John, don't give up now!" said Mary;
"how often you've said to me that we must put our whole trust ~n

God! Why, John, if the loaf was always on the table, how could we
learn to wait patiently for Him, like it says in the Bible? I know
He still cares for us."

Mary's voice failed her, and there was a silence, Mary praying in
her heart for the right thing to say. At last she said timidly, "John,
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do you remember the first Sunday after our wedding, when we
came back from church that lovely summer evening, and we talked
about the sermon? 'Hold fast,' the minister said-I've never for
gotten it!"

Nor had John. He remembered how impressed they both had
been, and how they had knelt down and prayed that they might be
given strength to hold fast to God and to each other to the end of
their lives. He pulled his chair closer to Mary's, and taking- her
hand said, "Mary love, am I still to you what I was then?" "John,
of course you are-you've been the best of husbands, and I'm always
so thankful! Oh John, let's put away this bitter anxious feeling,
and trust to God's promises!"

At that moment the church bell began to ring for the week-night
service, held late so that working people could attend. John had
lately given up going, but now he got up quickly: "I'm going to
the service, Mary," he said. Pulling the old horse-rug round his
shoulders, John went out into the pouring rain. Mary's heart was
filled with thankfulness; it seemed as if God in His great mercy had
taken a load of anguish from her. She gave the little ones the food
she had kept for them, put them to bed, and tidied the room. She
put.John's bit of supper on the hob, and sat down to her sewing
agam.

John came in at last, with the water running in streams from
the rug round his shoulders. He did not speak at first, but Mary saw
at once that the cloud was gone from his face, and when he had
hung up the dripping rug, he took his seat beside his wife, and said
earnestly, "Oh Mary, I thank God I went tonight; the minister's
words smote me as they never did before!"

The sermon had been abollt the faith of Abraham, how he had
oheyed God's call to leave his own country, and had gone out "not
knowing whither he went"; and how later on he had been called to
slay his only son, in spite of God's promise that through that son a
nation was to be born to him. All this was familiar to John; but
then the preacher had gone on to show that Abraham's faith not
only held fast, but held on when he still remained "a stranger and
a pilgrim" in the land that God had promised him for his own
possession. And how was he able to do that? Because he looked
for "a better country," "a city that hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God." "And oh, Mary," he said, "that's what we
want today, a faith that will hold on and hold fast all through the
trials and troubles and perseclJtions of every day, to the glory
beyond! Amen and Amen, said I."

That night the two knelt together, and lifted up to God a fervent
prayer that through trouble or want or sickness or even death, they
might be enabled to hold fast and hold on to the promises of their
Heavenly Father!
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Things went on much the same for some weeks. Then John fell ill,
and the little family were brought to the very depths. "Though He
slay me, yet will I trust in Him"-that was their experience now.
One day Mary, exhausted by sleepless nights of nursing and scanty
food, felt she had come to the end of her tether. Kneeling down in
the kitchen, she poured out her heart to the Lord, telling Him of
their destitute state and reminding Him of His promises-only
much of her prayer was just sobs and tears. She had just risen from
her knees, when a loud knock made her hasten to open the door.
It was the postman, a very rare caller; he had a letter addressed to
Mary. She opened it, and found a little note from an old friend at
a distance, sending good wishes and cheering words, and a little
remembrance. It was five shillings in stamps.

Oh what hope and comfort came to Mary with that little gift!
Before she called, the Lord had answered; whilst she was on her
knees, the heavenly token was on its way. She ran up to tell John;
it seemed to do him good in a moment, for he managed for the
first time to struggle into his clothes and come downstairs. What
rejoicing there was that night! You see it was not so much the gift
itself, for five shillings would not go very far even in those days.
No, it was the certainty that nothing could separate them from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. They were con
vinced that the Lord Himself had spoken to them, and shown them
that He was indeed their God.

From that day the tide turned, for John recovered quickly and
found regular work. But as more prosperous times returned, Mary
and John never forgot the lessons they had learned: the Lord had
enabled them to hold fast and to hold on in the darkest days, and
had proved to them that He was indeed their light and their
salvation. DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 85

The whole: One of the fruits of the Spirit.
1. A city where Barnabas and Paul were taken to be gods.
2. Among its exports were gold, almug trees, and precious stones.
3. An ancient city built by Asshur.
4. Between this city and Jerusalem Philip met Candace's treasurer.
5. MeIchizedek was king of this place.
6. An ancient city of the Chaldees.
7. A harbour in Crete.
8. Describes the new Jerusalem.
9. A town of the Philistines.

10. Town in Gilead fought for by Ahab and Jehoshaphat.
11. Turned out of Antioch, Paul took refuge in this city.
12. Scene of the Lord's childhood.
13. City of Goliath.

(Continued on page 143).
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AN OUTSTANDING EARLY EVANGELICAL

SAMUEL WALKER OF TRURO (1714-1761)

BI-CENTENARY OF HIS DEATH (JULY 19TH)

THERE were not a few eminent ministers raised up of God in this
land in the 18th century who were of one mind with such leaders
of the revival in which George Whitefield was a prominent figure.
SAMUEL WALKER was one of the less known of that period. This is
doubtless partially explained by the fact that his ministerial life was
spent entirely in what was then a most remote part of England.
Railways had not then been built and travel and communications
were much more di.fficult than now. Walker was one, in his day,
highly esteemed by such men as Whitefield, Romaine, and Venn
no mean judges-for his eminent spirituality and sound judgment.

HIS EARLY YEARS
Samuel Walker was born in Exeter in 1714, where his family

resided, and was well connected. He was lineally descended from
Joseph Hall (1574-1656), who was doctrinally a Puritan and suc
cessively Bishop of Exeter and Norwich. His grandfather, Sir
Thomas Walker, was Member of Parliament for Exeter. Little is
known of Walker's boyhood and youth, but it is known that he was
educated at Exeter Grammar School until he was eighteen. He went
to Exeter College, Oxford, in 1732. Although i~iven much to reading
and study and as yet utterly destitute of spiritual light and under
standing, he was mercifully preserved from the excesses into which
many young men plunged at college in his day.

Walker entered the ministry at the age of twenty-three, in the
year 1737. He was the first curate of Doddiscombleigh, near Exeter.
but remained there only one year. He then travelled on the Con
tinent for two years in the capacity of private tutor to the younger
brother of Lord Rolle. On the termination of this engagement he
became first curate, and immediately afterwards vicar, of Lanlivery,
near Lostwithiel, in Cornwall. He held this living during the
minority of a nephew of the patron, and resigned therefrom in the
year 1746. He then accepted the office of stipendiary CURATE OF

TRURO, Cornwall, and occupied that position for fifteen years, until
the time of his decease.

A STRANGER TO GRACE
It is certain that Walker was a stranger to grace and ignorant of

spiritual, Holy Ghost religion at the time of his ordination. Like
hundreds of others, he undertook an office for which he was certainly
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not "inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost," and professed himself a
teacher of others whilst he himself knew nothing of the truth as it is
in Jesus. He himself says, in a letter dated 1756:

"The week before my ordination I spent with the other
candidates-as dissolute, I fear, as myself-in a very light and
unbecoming manner: dining, supping, drinking, and laughing
together, when, God knows, we should all have been on our
knees, and warning each other to fear for our souls in the view
of what we were about to put our hands to. I cannot but
attribute the many careless, ungodly years I spent in pleasure
after that time to this profane introduction; and, believe, me,
the review shocks me. While I write, I tremble in the recollec
tion of the wounds I then gave Jesus."

In this state of mind Walker spent the first two years of his
ministerial life. Throughout that time he was diligent and con
scientious in the external discharge of his office. He visited, re
proved, and rebuked, but did no good at all. Ignorant alike of his
own heart's disease and of the remedy provided by the gospel of
Christ, he laboured in vain. Indeed, he said himself in after years,
"that though he was well thought of and, indeed, esteemed beyond
most of his brethren for regularity, decency, and endeavour to keep
up external attendance, and even for his public addresses, yet he
felt he ought to go sorrowing to the grave, upon a feview of the
years so misspent." Somewhat similar was the experience of good
John Berridge, who remained ignorant of his fallen state, and lived
proudly on faith and works for salvation, until he fled to Jesus
for refuge.

Certainly, the eighteenth century, especially as compared with our
own barren days, was a remarkable period. A chain of ministers,
commencing with Whitefield and embracing in its links Toplady,
Berridge, Newton, Romaine, Huntington, and Hawker, extends
itself down to our own degenerate days. However differing in gifts,
all these men were evidently taught by the same Spirit, and preached
the same gospel. Walker, although almost unknown at the present
day, was nevertheless a link in this evangelical chain, which is the
true apostolic succession.

:INFLUENCE OF THE HEAD MASTER OF TRURO GRAMMAR SCHOOL

In Cornwall, in Walker's period of history, one of the first evan
gelicals known at the time was George Canon, of Truro Grammar
School. Little is known about his life, but his influence was widely
felt.

One day a curious problem presented itself for solution to Mr.
Conon. His doctor had ordered him some wine, and in that smug
gling period and neighbourhood it was impossible to obtain any on
which the duty had been paid. As a Christian he would not consent
to participate in any fraud, and yet he could not pay the money

1
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himself without getting others into trouble. At last he determined to
send what was due to the curate of the parish, with a note asking
him to hand it on to the proper authorities.

Conon's note induced Walker to call upon the Head Master, and
he found, as he says, "the first person I ever met possessed of the
mind of Christ." That call led to others, and with infinite tact the
elder man brought Walker to see the emptiness of the life he was
living and the meaning and truth of evangelical doctrines.

Walker was in sole charge at Truro. His Rector was an absentee,
who left him a free hand, so long as he forwarded half the pew rents,
fees, and offerings punctually. And so Walker was able at once to
alter his methods of work and preaching. Calmly he explained from
the pulpit the change which had been wrought in his experience,
and warned those who were trusting, as he had been, to the mere
formalities of worship for salvation, and began to preach repentance,
faith, and the new birth.

Immediately enemies arose, and turned to the rector, who pro
mised to dismiss his curate. "He went, but on entering Walker's
apartment he was received with an elegance and dignity of manner
which were natural to- one who had long been the charm of society,
that he retreated overwhelmed with confusion, unable to say a
word about the intended dismissal; he was, in consequence, re
proached with his breach of promise, and went a second time, and
again retreated without daring to allude to the object of his visit.
He was pressed to go a third time by one of his principal parish
ioners, but said, 'Do you go and dismiss him, if you can. I feel in
his presence as if he were a being of superior order.''' So Walker
remained curate of Truro, until his last illness.

The work he accomplished was extraordinary, and all Truro
seemed to go to church in his day. It was said that "you might
fire a cannon down every street in church time without a chance of
killing a human being." In one of his letters, written after five years
of labours, he says that "the number of those who have made par.
ticular application to me enquirin?; what they must do to be saved
cannot have been less than eight hundred." As John Berridge could
say, "as soon as ever I preached Jesus Christ, and faith in His
blood, then believers were added to the church continually; then
people flocked from all parts. to hear the glorious sound of the
gospel." All diligent, conscientious, and sincere labours, whilst
grounded upon an erroneous scheme of doctrine were wholly un
productive, and the utmost success merely a restraint upon outward
irregularities. But once Arminianism had been cast out, displaced
by a new character of preaching, the root of sin was attacked; and
principles of life, holiness, and love, hitherto unknown, were dis
played. People were not merely reformed, but regenerated.
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WEEKLY CLASSES AND PRIVATE HOUSE MEE,TlNGS

One grand peculiarity of Walker's ministry at Truro was the
system of private meetings for mutual edification among the en
lightened members of his congregation which he succeeded in in
s'ituting. He seems to have been deeply impressed with the neces
sity of following up the work done in the pulpit, and with the
desirableness of stirring up real Christians to be useful to one
another. "Edify onc another," is "'1 aposotolic principle (1 Thess.
5: 11). It was here that Walker seems to have been eminently
gifted and to have obtained extraordinary success. Mr. Walker's
object was to excite, among the serious members of his people, a
particular interest in each other's spiritual welfare; that they should
watch over each other, exhort, reprove, encourage, as brethren and
sisters in the faith of the gospel. Hc formed a weekly meeting,
separated into two classes; onc of married men, another of married
men with their wives and other females of the society. They met
alternately evcry other week. They began their meetings with
prayer, exhortation, and singing. Connected with this were small
assemblies at their own houses, in rotation. Walker described the
general objects of these societies to be: (1) To glorify God; (2) to
be quickened and confirmed themselves; (3) to render them more
useful among· their neighbours.

The members were pledged to be strictly circumspect in their
lives; separate from worldly customs and practices; walking in
humility, meekness, heavenly-mindedness, and love; and often con
sidering it as a motive to holiness, that they belonged to a society
whose avowed object was the promotion of the glory of God.

A digest of Mr. Walker's rules, simplified for more general applic
ation, were:

(i) That these meetings be under the direction and superin
tendence of the minister present.

(ii) That all the members pray especially for their minister, and
for the Divine blessing on his preaching, and on all the means
of grace, as fell as on these meetings.

(iii) That, besides these meetings, the members endeavour to meet
in smaller numbers as early as possible on Sabbath morning,
to pray for the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

(iv) That the heads of families adopt family prayer in their own
houses, without which no church unity or Christian love can
be expected.

(v) That they depend solely on the Holy Spirit through the medi
ation of Christ, to excite, advance, and perfect all good within
themselves and others.

(vi) That thev be particularly kind to each other, as fellow
members of the same family, and united to the same Divine
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Head; and that they cultivate the spirit of wisdom, forbear
ance and love to Christians who differ from them in smaller
matters, as also to those who may oppose the gospel or them
selves.

(vii) That all prying- curiosity into their neighbour's affairs be
avoided; but that all may be encouraged to mention any
hopeful sign they may see in them.

(viii) That the spirit of meekness and humility, "each esteeming
other better than themselves," they do freely and affectionately
warn each other of their faults, and that they be ready to
confess their faults one to another."

(ix) That all do consider the solemn responsibility of being com
municants at the Lord's table, and earnestly endeavour to
"adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things"-in
life, temper, and conversation.

(x) That no conversation passing at these meetings be disclosed
elsewhere, except to the members of the society who may have
been unavoidably absent.

(xi) That these meetings may answer the intended purpose of
Christian fellowship, each member should attend constantly,
and be present precisely at the hour of meeting.

LETTER WRITTEN FROM HIS DEATHBED, JULY 1761
Walker's most useful career was brought to a termination in the

year 1761. He died at the early age of forty-seven of consumption,
at Blackheath, near London, after an illness of more than a year's
duration, in which he received every attention that could be be
stowed upon his poor earthly tabernacle from the kindness of Lord
Dartmouth.

The following letter, written on his heath-bed to his beloved
friend, Mr. Conon, only a fortnight before he died, gives a most
pleasing impression of his happy frame of mind in the prospect of
eternity. He says:

"My dearest, most faithful friend,-My disorder, though by
no means affording the least prospect of recovery, yet seems to
affect me at present more with weakness than with that violent
heat which rendered me incapable of thought. I can now,
blessed be God, think a little, and with what comfort do I both
receive your thoughts and communicate mine to you. Oh, my
dear friend, what do we owe to the Lord for one another!
More than I could have conceived, had not God sent me to die
elsewhere. We shall have time to praise the Lord when we
meet in the other world. I stand and look upon that world
with an established heart. I see the way prepared, opened, and
asnsured to me in Jesus Christ. For ever blessed be the name of
God, that I can look upon death, that introduces that glorious
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scene, without any kind of fear. I find my grand duty still is
submission, both as to time and circumstances. Why should I
not say to you that I find nothing comes so near my heart as
the fear lest my will should thwart God's will in any circum
stances? Thus, I think, I am enabled to watch and pray in
some poor measure. Well, my dear friend, I am but stepping a
little before you. You will soon also get your release, and then
we shall triumph for ever in the name, love, and power of the
Lamb. Adieu! Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ for ever. Amen."

The above letter was probably the last one that Walker wrote.
One week later Mr. Burnet, a valued friend of both Walker and
Venn, gave the following account of him in a letter to a friend. He
says:

"On Saturday, the 11th July, I reached Mr. Walker's lodgings
at Blackheath. There I saw the dear man lying on his bed of
sickness, pining away in the last stage of consumption, burnt up
with raging fever, and wasted almost to a skeleton. He was
perfectly sensible and so was able to express himself, much to
our satisfaction. The first thing that struck me exceedingly was
his patient submission under God's hand, and his thankful con
cern for all that were near to him. So little was his mind en
gaged with things merely pertaining to himself, that in the
smallest things concerning my own inconvenience and comfort
he behaved as if I had been the sick person. He said he had
been uneasy, at the beginning of his sickness, at the want of
sensible frames of feeling, but was relieved by that scripture,
'They that worship God must worship Him in spirit,' with the
noble powers of the soul; and that he now found experimentally
the worship of God's Spirit on his heart in a degree he had
never before experienced. 'I am not enabled,' he said, 'to see
when it was that the the Lord Jesus laid effectual hold of my
heart, which I was never able to discover before! I have a
perfect satisfaction in the principles I have preached, and the
methods I have generally taken. I have no doubt respecting my
state in Christ, or my future glory. Behold, I am going down
to the gates of the grave, and holy angels wait for me. Why
do you trouble yourselves, and weep? Cannot you rejoice with
me? I am going to heaven. Christ died: my Lord! Oh, had
I strength to express myself, I could tell you enough to make
yyour hearts leap for joy. God is all love to me, and my trials
are very slight.' "

On Tuesday, the 14th July, Walker dictated the following letter
to Mr. Canon:

"My dearest friend,-With great confusion of thought, I have
no doubts, great confidence, great submission, no complaining.

t
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As to actual views of the joys that are coming, I have none,
but a steadfast belief of them in Christ."

The same day, when one sitting- by his bedside observed that his
soul was ripe for heaven and eternity, he interrupted him by saying
"that the body of sin was not yet done away, that he should
continue a sinner to the last gasp, and desired that he would pray
for him as such."

On the Sabbath day, 19th July, 1761, fell asleep in Christ the
curate of Truro. "Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like his."

EXTRACT FROM WALKER'S LAST SERMON PREACHED AT TRURO

The following is an extract from the last sermon preached by
Walker at Truro. The subject was the second coming of Christ in
judgment. He concludes:

"Can I think of this day, so honourable to Him whom my
soul loveth, without longing and wishing for its appearance?
When I consider that His people shall partake with Him in
the glories of that day, and near Him say those ravishing words
never to be recalled, 'Come, ye blessed of My Father,' can I
do other than say, 'Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly'? Surely
I should rejoice to see and be for ever with the Lord, to behold
His beauty as the express image of His Father's person; to con
template with endless and insatiable transport the glory which
the Father hath given Him.; to make my acknowledgment, amid
the praises of heaven, among the multitude which no man can
number, as saved, for ever saved, by His love and care, His
power and grace. What! when the least beam of His glory let
in upon my soul now turns my earth into heaven, and makes me
cry out with Peter, 'It is good for us to be here,' can I delay
His coming?

"When, remaining in this vale of misery, I groan under
corruptions and am burdened with a corruptible body, can I
say, 'This is better than to be fashioned in soul and body like
unto the Lord'? When I find here nothing but vanity and
vexation of spirit, shall I be averse to the Lord's coming to
change my sorrows into joy unspeakable and full of glory?
Here, beset as I am with enemies, would I not long for that
blessed day when I shall see them again no more for ever? And
would I not be glad to be taken from a world lying in wicked
ness, into that new heaven and earth wherein dwelleth righteous
ness? I know that my Redeemer liveth. I know that He shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth. I have a humble con
fidence that He will own me among the children. And shall I,
like those who know no better joys than this world can afford
them, are ignorant of a Redeemer's righteousness, and lie under
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the unconscious guilt of unnumbered and unpardoned sin-shall
I, like them, cleave to this base life as my all for happiness,
and not wait, and wish, and long for the day of my Master's
glorious appearing? No! I will not abide in that low measure
of faith, which only begets a hope that I may be well when
the Lord comes, but knows not what it is to love the day of His
appearing. My endeavour shall be to be strong in the faith,
and abounding in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost,
always fruitful in good works, and hasting unto the day of the
Lord.

"As for you, my dear hearers, I am grieved at heart for
many, very many of you, to think how you will make your
appearance before Christ's judgment-seat. You have no works
to speak there for your belonging to Christ; I can see none. I
see work of various kinds that prove you do not belong to Him.
If a life of pleasure, idleness, indulgence, drunkenness, pride,
covetousness, would recommend you to the favour of the Judge,
few would be better received than numbers of you! In the
name of God, my friends, when you know this moment in your
own consciences that if, as you have been and are, you should
be called to judgment, you would be surely cast into hell, why
will you live at such a rate? Well! we shall all soon be before
the judgment-seat of Christ. There the controversy between
me, persuading you by the terrors of the Lord to repent, and
you, determined to abide in your sins, will be decided. There it
will appear whether your blood will be upon your own heads
for your obstinate impenitences, or upon mine for not giving
you warning. Christ will certainly either acquit or condemn me
On this account; and if I should be acquitted, what will become
of you? I tremble to think how many words of mine will be
brought up against you on that day. What will you say, what
will you answer, how will you excuse yourselves? Oh, sirs,
if you will not be prevailed upon, you will, with eternal self
reproach, curse the day that you knew me, or heard one word
from my mouth. Why, why will ye die with so aggravated a
destruction? May the Lord incline you to think! May He
cause His word to sink deep into your hearts! May He show you
all your dangers, and with an outstretched arm bring you out of
the hands of the devil, and translate you into the kingdom of
His dear Son." F.e.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"COME YE TO THE WATERS"

A SERMON by the REV. J. BATTERSBY (Sheffield)

Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the Waters; and he that
hath no nwney; come ye, yea, buy, and eat, yea, come, buy
Wine and Milk without Money and without Price."-Isa. 55: 1.

OUR text is one of the most gracious invitations contained in the
Word of God. It is comprehensive as regards the persons invited
"everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath
no money"-these are the moneyless ones-"come ye, buy, and eat,
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Here we have freeness and fulness as regards the Gospel of our Lord
] esus Christ.

THE CONTEXT

In the 2nd verse we have an expostulation: {( Wherefore do ye
spend money for that which is not bread? and yorur labour for that
which satisfieth no't?" In the 3rd verse we have excellent counsel
given by the Lord: "Hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that
which is g-ood, and let your soul delig-ht itself in fatness. Incline your
ear, and come unto Me; hear, and your soul shall live." Is not this
admirable and wholesome advice?

In the next part of the verse we have a very gracious promise:
"And 1 will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure
mercies of David." This is the covenant which is "ordered in all
things and sure" (2 Samuel 23 : 5). When a man is brought by the
Holy Ghost out of darkness into marvellous light, then it is that the
secret of this covenant is revealed to him. He is a wise man who is
in possession of this secret. ]ehovah Father makes this covenant with
the Head-Christ-for all His members, and then in regeneration
He reveals it to them. He says, I will make an everlasting covenant
with you-with Christ and His Church. The nature of this covenant
is grace, the sure mercies of David, who is our beloved Saviour.

In the next verse we have Christ spoken of as the gift of God for
"a Witness to the peo1ple, and a Leader and Commander to the
peopk"

The Gentiles seem to me to be meant in the next verse, as being
called into tllP fold of Christ. "Behold, Thou shalt call a nation
that Thou knowest not. and nations that knew not Thee shall run
unto Thee because of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of
Israel: for He hath glorified Thee."
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You must bear in mind that it is the people of God who are
spoken of in this chapter. These are the ye, the thirsty, and the
penniless. I shall not go further in this chapter. I have taken up
these parts just to shew you the connection of our text.

n"HO"

There is one word at the opening of the verse that we must make
a passing remark upon. It is this: "Ho." With the grammarians
it is styled an interjection. It is used nearly fifty times in the Old
Testament, but not often as it is used in our text.

Generally, though not always, it is translated "Woe." And so we
find it in this book of Isaiah. It is the language of threatening
judgment or denunciation. "Woe unto them that decree unrighteous
decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed"
(Isaiah 10: 1). Again, "Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards
of Ephraim" (Isaiah 28: 1). And so we might go on. The passages
which I have read for you give this translation of the original word
"woe." You see that it implies threatening and denunciation in each
case. You have the same use of a word in the New Testament. In
the 23rd chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, our Lord, no fewer than
eight times, denounces the Scribes and Pharisees, saying: "Woe unto
you Scribes and Pharisees." And then He points out their particular
sins and transgressions, for which He denounces them.

Our text gives us another translation of the original word, and in
a sense which is gracious, kind, and affectionate. It is the language
of sympathy with, and of pity towards, those that are in distress,
misery, and poverty. "Ho," everyone that thirsteth."

This leads me to a oonsideration of our text:

First, the condition of the persons described: "Everyone that
thirsteth, and he that hath no money," "without money and
without price."

Secondly, the invitation: "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye
to the waters," "come ye, buy, and eat, yea, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price."

Here then we have two divisions under which we purpose, through
God's assistance, to bring out the whole subject as far as we are able.
Perhaps it may strike some of you that it is scarcely worth while
taking up our text, for when we read it, it is so simple and so easy
that every one can understand it. I hardly know a passage in the
whole Bible which is more erroneously quoted and more erroneously
applied.

I.-THE CONDITION OF THE PERSONS SPOKEN OF

I shall therefore proceed, though not in a controversial spirit, to
consider-first, the condition of the persons spoken of in our text.
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«EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH"

"All the world is athirst," say some persons. But this a very bad
thirst as a rule. It is a thirst after evil, and a thirst for self-grati
fication, and a thirst for the distinctions and honours of this life,
and a thirst for what the Apostle styles "the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life," all of which are of the
world, and not of the Father.

The thirst of which I am about to speak is a very different thirst
from this. It is a thirst which God the Holy Ghost produces in a
man, and a thirst which no man on earth can produce in himself,
nor has he any natural desire to do so. Let me try to show you
what this thirst is.

I turn to the 42nd Psalm and I read these words: "As the hart
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0
God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I
come and appear before God " Now what sort of thirst was this?
Was this a worldly thirst, or a carnal thirst? Or, was it the thirst
of a livin~ child in whom the Spirit of God dwelt, creating a thirst
for a drink of the living water which comes from God Himself?

He cries in the 63rd Psalm thus: "0 God, Thou art my God;
early will I seek Thee." Here is covenant relationship. "Early will
I seek Thee; my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee
in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is" (verse 1). The world
affords no water to quench the thirst of the child of God. David
wanted "to see God's power and God's glory, so as he had seen Him
in the sanctuary." This will quench his thirst and his longings:
"because Thy lovin~kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise
Thee" (verses 2 and 3).

Beloved of the Lord, this is the way the Word of God speaks
when thirsty souls address Him. I read also in the 107th Psalm
these words: "They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way;
they found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted
in them." And what then? "Then they cried unto the Lord in their
trouble, and He delivered them out of their distresses" (verses 4 to
6).

Show me the persons that are thus athirst after God, after the
living water, after Jesus Christ, after His righteousness, after His
Spirit, after the teaching of His word; and then I will show you
the character that agrees with the description in my text: "Every
one that thirsteth."

PROMISES TO THOSE WHO ARE ATHlRST

Now, there are rich and precious promises in God's Word to those
who are athirst. In the 44th chapter of this very Book, we read in the
3rd and 4th verses: "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and
floods upon the dry ground." This is explained for us in the next
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part of the verse, that by water is meant the Spirit of God, and by
the floods the blessing of God. "I will pour My Spirit upon thy
seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring." And the effect shall
be this: "And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by
the water courses." This is the result of the outpouring of the Spirit
and grace of God on His children.

This is what 1 understand our Lord to mean in that celebrated
discourse of His upon the mount: "Blessed are they that do hunger
and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled" (Matthew
5 : 6). The hungry soul shall be filled and satisfied with the bread
of heaven, and the thirsty soul shall drink of the water of life and
live for ever.

I like the words which are contained in the 35th chapter of
Isaiah: "For in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams
in the desert, and the parched ground shall become a pool, and the
thirsty land springs of water; in the habitation of dragons, where
each shall lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes" (verse 7). The
fallen state of man is here described, and the grace of God coming in
upon him is also set forth, and the effect is fruitfulness to the praise
of God.

Here then are precious promises in God's Word made to thirsty
souls. 1 need not say to you that 1 am speaking of spiritual things.
Hear the words of Him who says of Himself, "I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely" (Rev. 21 : 6).

"NO MONEY"

But our text brings out the condition of these persons still further.
It says: "he that hath no money," the moneyless creature. This is
a figurative expression like the former. Does it mean the money of
this world? Or does it mean the money of a person's own goodness
and righteousness? "He that hath no monej'-"he that is without
money and without price."

Let us look at this. Do you think that you can find any familiar
illustration recorded in God's ''''ord? 1 think there is such a charac
ter given in the New Testament, and I will refer to it as an example.
In the 7th chapter of St. Luke's Gospel we read of a certain woman,
who is described as a sinner. When she knew that the Lord was in
Simon's house, she "brought an alabaster box of ointment, and
stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and she began to wash His
feet with tears and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and
kissed His feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when
the Pharisee"-yes, when the Pharisee who thought he had got
plenty of money of his own, self importance, supposed goodness and
righteousness-"saw what took place, he spake within himself, say
ing: 'This Man, if He were a prophet, would have known who and
what manner Ol woman this is that toucheth Him: for she is a

\l
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sinner.''' Just the sort the Lord wants, "a sinner." Persons do not
like to be told pointedly that they are sinners. They like to hear it
in the general; yes, we are all sinners. But here is a woman who
was a sinner, and a great sinner. Jesus knew what was going on in
Simon's mind, and He said unto him:

"Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith,
Master, say on. There was a certain creditor which had two
debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.
And when they had nothing to pay"-oh! this is it, nothing to
pay! Nothing to pay! I dare say that most of you have read
a little tract, "Nothing to pay"? It is well worth reading
"When they had nothing to pay" when they had no money, and
no price to offer-what then? Graciously, and in a sovereign
way, "he frankly forgave them both." Tell me, Simon, which of
them will love him most? Simon answered, and said, I suppose
that he to whom he forgave most."

Thou hast answered quite right, Simon. Now, look at this woman,
Simon. I came into thine house, thou didst not pay me the common
civilities of the country, but this woman, ever since I came in, "has
washed My feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of
her head. Thou gavest Me no kiss, but this woman, since the time
I came in, hath not ceased to kiss My feet." Now, Simon, look at
her. "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven her, therefore she
loved much," and shewed it. He could not say so to Simon. He was
not penniless, nor moneyless, or without price. He had got some
thing of his own, and despised those who were poor bankrupt sinners.
There are many Simons now. Jesus then turns to the woman, and
says to her: "Woman, thy sins are forgiven" : "Thy faith hath saved
thee, go in peace." This astonished all who heard it. And what do
you think would be the effect upon that poor woman's heart. This
case represents a thirsty sinner, a moneyless sinner, one who has no
price to present or offer unto God. She answers to my description
of my text when it is said: "without money and without price."

We read of several others of the same class in God's Word.
Indeed all God's quickened children have been reduced to this
condition. Job was one of this class. "I have heard of Thee by the
hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore, I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42 : 5, 6). Job
could only answer the Lord by saying, "Behold I am vile; what
shall I answer Thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth" (Job
40: 4). This is the position of the sinner before God.

Isaiah was another of the same class, for when he saw the Lord,
"the King in His beauty and glory," he cried: "Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have se/en the King,
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the Lord 01 Hosts" (Isaiah 6; 5) He had no money, he was without
price, he had nothing to commend himself to God.

Daniel, when he speaks in his 10th chapter, tells us that he was
one of these. He saw the Lord, and he says "there remained no
strength in me : !'or my comeliness was turned in me into cO'TTuption,
and I retained no strength" (8th verse). His strength and beauty
were taken out of him, and there was neither power nor comeliness
left in him.

I should be rejoiced in my soul to hear that everyone in this
congregation answered to the description of the condition of those
of whom we have spoken. A person must be stripped 01 every thing
of his own or he will never want a Saviour. He must be moneyless
and penniless, for only those "without money and without price"
will ever thirst for the living water which flows from the fountain
of the living God. 0 Lord, open the Rock that the waters may
gush out, and run in the dry places of our souls like a river!
(Psalm 105: 41).

H.-THE INVITATION

I shall proceed to consider our second head. "Come ye to the
waters, and' he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and' eat, yea come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price."

Now look at the various things that are mentioned in this verse.
You have water; bread or food is implied in the words used-"buy
and eat"; wine and milk. Here are four things (1) Waters to quench
the thirst; (2) Bread to strengthen man's heart; (3) Wine to cheer and
revive, and (4) Milk to nourish and support. Tme these are figur
ative expressions. Still they accord us a great deal for thoughtful
consideration and comfort. There is also the invitation itself, "come
ye," which is repeated three times in our text. The Lord deals most
graciously and affectionately with those who are in need and
necessity.

THE WATERS

What are these waters?

Some regard them as ordinances or the means of grace. We are
not of those who despise ordinances, such as meeting together in
the house of the Lord, the reading of His Word, and whatever
else He may have commanded us to observe. God forbid we should.

But, after all, there is something better than outward ordinances,
something which will abide when all ordinances will have dis
appeared for ever. Beloved, what are these waters? I regard them
as the waters of free grace which God sends down to us through
.!esus Christ our Lord, and which come into our souls by the power
of the Holy Ghost. Let us see how we can make this plain to you.
The waters of free grace, or the Gospel waters are often spoken of
in the Scriptures.

1;

i
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There is one portion I shall have to run upon a little which
describes these waters. It is in the 47th chapter of Ezekiel, and
there you read the J10urce of these waters. Let us notice a few
thing-s: "Afterwards He brought me ag-ain unto the door of the
house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of
the house eastward : for the forefront of the house stood toward the
east, and the waters came down from under the right side of the
house, at the south side of the altar" (verse 1). Then in the latter
part of the 2nd verse we read the waters ran out on the right side.
They always do. That is the source.

There is considerable lig-ht thrown upon these verses when we
turn to the 22nd chapter of the Book of Revelation, and the 1st
verse. The Lord shewed John "a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding- out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."
This water went down into the Church, for you know "there is a
river," the river of God's free g-race, "the streams whereof shall make
g-lad the city of God" (Psalm 46: 4). The stream of electing love,
the stream of redeeming- blood, the stream of quickening grace, the
streams as revealed in the Gospel; these are all supplied from the
overflowing- fountain, and gladden the Church of God.

Let us return to Ezekiel. These waters were measured, "And
when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward,
he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me throug-h the
waters; the waters were to the ankles. Again he measured a
thousand, and brought me through the waters; the waters were to
the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through;
the waters were to the loins. Afterward he measured a thousand;
and it was a river that I could not pass over: for the waters were
risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over"
(verses 1 to 5).

These are the waters of the Gospel, the waters of free grace.
These waters were to the ankles. There are some who never appear
more than ankle deep in these waters. The ankle-deep Christians are
the babes in Christ. It is a good thing for them that they are in the
waters at all. There are some who profess the name of Christ, but
yet their feet have never touched the waters. There are those who
are knee-deep in the Gospel waters of free grace; these are the
children. Others are up to their loins; these are the strong young
men in Christ. And then you have others who have cleared the
bottom; for they are swimming in these waters, as a token of their
swimming in the ocean of God's love for ever in heaven. You know
how John speaks of the experience of Christians. Some are babes,
and others are children, some are young men, and others are fathers
in Christ (1 John 2: 12).

Again, when these Gospel waters rise to the ankles, believers are
strengthened and are able to walk in Christ Jesus. Persons with weak
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ankles cannot walk well. The children of God have their ankles
strengthened by the waters of free grace being applied to them.
When these holy waters rise to the knees, then it is the believer bends
in prayer before his God. "Confirm the feeble knees." The waters
rise to the loins, then the heart and the affections ascend to things
above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Lord, enable
me to swim in the ocean of free grace. Fill me with the fulness of
Thyself·

We read a little further on in this chapter that these waters issued
towards the east country, and go down into the desert, and go into
the sea, which being brought forth into the sea the waters shall be
healed. When these waters come into our souls, they bring with
them a healing virtue. They heal all our diseases. These waters
bring with them not only healing, but life. "And it shall come to
pass, that everything that liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the
waters shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multi
tude of fish, because these waters shall come hither: for they shall
be healed; and everything shall live whither the river cometh."
There are no dead fish in this river. The sea is great, and the fish
are exceeding many. Believers are also likened unto trees for
fruitfulne!s. They shall be like trees planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth their fruit in due season, their leaf shall not
wither; and whatsoever they do shall prosper (Psalm 1). The water
gets to the root of these trees of God's planting, and fruitfulness is
the effect. Job said, "My root was spread out by the waters, and the
dew lay all night upon my branch. My glory was fresh in me, and
my bow was renewed in my hand" (Job 29: 19, 20).

There is suggested to us by these waters the great love and mercy
of God. Their quantity is as a sea or an ocean. Who can measure
their height and depth, their length and breadth? It is utterly im
possible. They are high as heaven, what canst thou do? Deeper than
hell, what canst thou know? The measure thereof is longer than
the earth, and broader than the sea. We shall now understand, to
some extent, what St. Paul felt when he wrote of the love of Christ
which is beyond the experience of the creature. The breadth of
Christ's love covers completely the sinner's sins and all of them.
The length of His love extends to the ends of the earth wherever
there is a sinner to be saved. The depth of His love gets down to
the sinner in his lowest and most lost condition. The height of His
love raises a sinner to heaven. God grant that we may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that we may be filled with all the fulness of God
(Ephesians 3).

These Gospel waters are of an excellent quality. They are not
filled with mud and defilement, but are clear and pure, the very
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water of life. The woman of Samaria was led to thirst after this
water of life. When the Lord Jesus Christ gave her this water, it
bubbled lip within, a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
When this water of eternal life bubbles up within a person he is
saved, and there is soon an outflow unto God in the way of thanks
giving and praise. We then understand something of the language
which our Lord used upon the great day of the feast. It was a
custom among the Jews to fetch a vessel of water from the pool of
Siloam, and mixing some wine therewith, the priest poured the
same upon the sacrifice which was upon the altar. Whilst this cere
mony was going on our Lord seems to have been standing near, and
cried out, saying, "If any man thirst, let Him come unto Me, and
drink" (John 7: 37, 38). He would give him the pure water of
e+ernal life. "The water that I shall give shaIl be in him a weIl of
water springing up into everlasting life" (John 4: 14). "He that
helieveth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his beIly shaIl
flow rivers of living water." This Jesus spake of the Holy Ghost.
I t is so, beloved, that when we are made partakers of the graces of
the Spirit, our hearts overflow in gratitude and praise to the God
of all grace. 0 Lord fill our hearts with "living waters," and then
open our lips, and our mouth shall shew forth Thy praise.

"BUY AND EAT"
Let us look again at our text. "Buy and e'at." What? Bread.

"Buy." But a man has to part with everything who buys this bread.
He buys it at a dear rate. It is one of the most difficult things I
know to get rid of our own riches, and of self-righteousness, and of
self-importance, and of supposed self-goodness.

We read of a certain person, in the 10th chapter of S1. Mark's
Gospel, who came to our Lord. He said to Him: "What good thing
shall I cIo that I may inherit eternal life" (verse 17). Our Lord
said: "WeIl, thou knowest the commandments, keep them: thou
shalt cIo no murder, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not
steal, thou shalt not bear false witness, thou shalt not covet, defraud
not, ancI honour thy father and mother." And he answered: "All
these have I kept from my youth." Do you think he had? He
had observed them in the letter, or he thought he had done so. He
was a very exact sort of moral man no doubt. It is said the Lord
loved him. And I am of opinion that the poor creature went to
heaven after all. He would have to sell all he had first. "Jesus said
unto him, one thing thou lackest, go thy way, sell whatsoever thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
ancI come, take up thy cross, and follow Me. And he was sad at
that saying, and went away grieved; for he had great possessions."

Many make great profession of religion, but try them by this
standard, and they will soon go away. But spiritually considered, a
person must sell or part with all his self-righteousness and every-
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thing of his own to which he is looking for acceptance before God.
A man may say: "I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and yet he knows not that he is wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." He has to sell off all,
and become a bankrupt, before he will "buy of Christ gold tried in
the fire, that he may be truly rich, and white raiment that he may
appear" in the presence of the King.

But our text speaks not only of buying but eating. What is the
bread or food which has to be eaten? Our Lord has made this
easy for us in the 6th of St. John's Gospel. The Israelites had eaten
manna in the wilderness, but this was only a type of better bread.
Jesus said unto those who followed Him, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but My Father
giveth you the true bread from heaven. Fo,r the' bread 01 God is He
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto' the world.
Then said they unto Him, 'Lord, evermore give us this bread.' "
Christ is the true Bread. "And Jesus said unto them, '] am the
Bread! of Life. He that cometh to Me shalt never hunger; an,d he
that believqth on Me shall never thirst" (verses 31 to 35).

Now this is the heavenly food, and the Psalmist has said that it
strengthen's man's heart. This is the Bread, without which no child
of God can live here upon earth. It is not such bread as that alluded
to in the verse which follows our text: "Wherefore do ye spend
money for that which is not bread?" JESUS is the True Bread from
heaven which every believer feeds upon. How is this Bread eaten?
The appetite of desire to feed upon Christ is the work of the Spirit.
Eating and drinking is the language of faith. He who believes in
Christ eats and drinks Christ spiritually. We believe and are sure
that Christ is the Son of the Living God and has the words of
eternal life.

«BUY WINE"

But our text speaks of wine: "Buy wine." What is this wine for?
Why, to refresh and to cheer the child of God. This wine makes
glad the heart of man.

But what does this wine represent? Is it not the love of God?
The wise man says in his song: "Thy love is better than wine."
.fhere is the wine of the Gospel feast. In the 25th chapter of Isaiah
we read at the 6th verse: "In this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined."

I am inclined to think that triune love is set out in this gospel feast.
The love of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. This is the wine on
the lees well refined, which means old and pure wine. What can be
older and purer than the wine of the love of God, the wine of the
blood of Christ, the wine of the grace of the Spirit. This is the good
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old wine of the Kingdom. The blood of Jesus Christ is the wme
which cheers both God and man.

And the wine of the grace of the Spirit makes persons drunk as it
did on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2 : 13). Their hearts were filled
with the wine of the Spirit, they were refreshed and cheered, and
hence they could go forth and speak boldly of the things concerning
the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

You will remember the advice given to King Lemuel by his
mother (Prov. 31 : 6, 7): "Give strong drink unto him that is ready
to perish." The perishing soul is the right one to receive a strong
drink of God's everlasting love. "And wine unto those that be of
heavy hearts." These are the sorrowful souls who go mourning all
the day long. Give them a drink of the love of Christ. Preach His
blood as cleansing from all and every sin. "Let him drink, and forget
his poverty, and remember his misery no more." Drink at the fount
of love and feast on the promises of the Gospel. Forget your poverty,
for you are rich in the riches of Christ. Think no more of your
misery, but of the happiness and pleasures which are laid up for you
in heaven. "Buy wine and milk."

"MILK"

Now for the milk. What is milk for? Is it not for nourishing,
supporting, satisfying, and comforting. This is most suitable food for
babes. And some Christians are only babes in Christ. St. Peter says:
"As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby" (1 Peter 2 : 2).

I will read a portion of the 66th chapter of Isaiah which bears
upon this subject. I shall offer no comment upon it, but leave it for
you to think about.

"Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that
love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her:
that ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her
consolatioms; that ye may mi~k out, and be delighted with the
abundance of her glory. For thus saith the Lord, 'I will extend
peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a
flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her
sides, and be dandled upon her knees. As one whom his mother
comforteth; so will I COImfort you; and ye shall be comforted
in Jerusalem.' And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice,
and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the Hand of the
Lord shall be known toward His servants, and His indignation
toward His enemies" (Isaiah 66: 10 to 14).

The consolations and comforts revealed in the Word, and vouch
safed to the hearts of believers by the Holy Ghost are heavenly
nourishment. This milk can only be purchased without money and
without price.
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THE INVITATION OF THE GOSPEL

I shall now say a few words about the Invitation. Some may
speak of it as a command. I prefer the more gracious aspect of
treating it: "come ye," "come ye/' "come." We have already de
scribed the persons, "YE." Ye thirsty ones, ye bankrupt ones, ye
shall be welcome. "Yes," say some, "why do you not give invitations
in your sermons?" Well, we do, but wc wish to give them at the
right time, and to the right persons.

"Come ye." Notice the various ways in which persons are said to
come to God. God's children shall come, and do come to Him in
faith. They come to Him eating and drinking; eating the bread and
drinking the water and the wine which are abundantly laid up in
Christ Jesus. They come to God in !JTayer, for they know that it is
good for them to draw nigh in this way. They come to Him in
praise offering up the sacrifices of a broken and contrite spirit, which
He does not despise. They come in hope and expectation. They
come through our Lord Je~us Christ, for no man can come unto the
Father, but through Him (John 14: 6).

Passages are often quoted without giving their connection, which,
l think, is very unfair, specially so, when the quotation is calculated
to mislead. For instance: "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise
cast out" (John 6: 37). We have not a word to object to this part
of the verse, and nothing to fear, but why not quote the whole verse:
"All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me: and Him that
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." The Father gives
them to Christ, the Holy Ghost works in them the desire to come
to Him, and He, with open arms, receives them, and assures them
that He will not cast them out.

Lower down in this chapter you read that "No man can come to
Me." Now suppose we quoted this part of the verse and stopped,
would it be fair? No! And is it right to say: "Him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out," and then omit the other part of
the verse. No! Quote the whole verse in each case, and the
meaning is clear. "No man can come t'O Me, except the Father
Who hath sent Me fPraw him" (John 6: 44).

This «drawing" to Christ is a wonderful thing. Draw us with the
cords of love and we will run after Thee. Draw us by exalting
Christ in His suitability to meet all our needs and we will fly to
Him. Draw us by the gracious influences of Thy Spirit working in
our hearts powerfully, and we shall be found safe in the arms of
Jesus.

We rejoice to sound out the words of Christ. "Come unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden." Are you sick of your sins, and
of your laborious doings? Are you so heavy laden that you feel
your burden will sink you to hell? If so, then Christ invites you to
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Himself, and He will give you a welcome. "Come unto Me," says
Christ, "and I will give you rest."

The great Gospel trumpet has been blown, and shall be blown,
and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of
Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the
Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem (Isaiah 27: 13). All the
children of God shall come and worship the Lord in Zion. They
shall come with weeping and supplication, with their faces Zionward.
They shall come and join themselves to the Lord in a perpetual
cOvenant which shall not be broken. They shall come from the east
and from the west, from the north and from the south, for the
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away (Isaiah 35 : 10).

Then shall the redeemed realise the presence of God in their
midst. Then "they shall hunger no more; neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes."

The invitatIOns ot the Gospel are always addressed to character.
"The weary and heavy laden." "The poor and needy." "The weak
and helpless." "The hungry, thirsty, and moneyless." Tell us of
such, and we can speak to their encouragement and comfort. "Ho
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath
no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price."

Dear old Daniel Herbert has three hymns upon this verse, and,
though quaint, I shall quote one of them and conclude.

"Come, thirsty soul, the waters flow,
And thou art bid to come;
The fountain is both full and free,
For every thirsty son.

What thirsting souls are thirsting for,
'Tis God designs to give;
'Tis God the Holy Ghost creates
A thirst from God within.

Come then ye pennyless and poor!
Who have no price to pay,
'Tis beggars get the wine and milk,
This is the good old way.
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Go thou and plead atoning blood,
And thou shalt market well;
Christ's blood has pav'd your way to God,
And rescued you from hell.

Come, poor distressed thirsty soul,
The Fountain is just by,
A thousand blessings you may ask,
For God will not deny.

Come to those living precious streams,
And drink and take thy fill;
What thou art thirsting for, come take,
It is thy Father's Will."

Sermons, Vo!. Ill, 1878. JAMES BATTERSBY.

"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF

THE SPIRIT"

By THE LATE PASTOR .J. K. POPHAM

"Endeavour£ng to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."
-Eph. 4: 3.

THIS important word is part of an exhortation to the saints of God.
Exhortations to the Lord's people are beautiful, are congruous.
There is nothing uncomely in them, for they are addressed not to
the dead, but to the living; not to people in their graves, but sinners
blessed with regeneration, with some knowledge of God in Christ,
brought into a new covenant which changes their state, and brings
them into a new relationship to God. God is wise, He does not exhort
people first, and then teach doctrine. He first teaches doctrine, and
thereby quickens people, makes them His children, and then says,
"Walk as dear children."

The apostle opens this chapter with an exhortation, a beseeching
one, "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called." They were called
with an effectual call; probably many of them had cried themselves
hoarse, shouting, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians!" But invincible
grace came to them, sweet mercy melted them, omnipotence pulled
them out of the temple of idols, and brought them into the temple
of the living God. As they were called in that remarkable manner,
with that remarkable grace, so says the Spirit by His servant Paul
to them, "Now walk worthily, be not indifferent to your conduct,
your spirit; remember who has called you, think of the nature of
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that high calling of God, think that it is a call of divine grace, that
grace has taken possession of you; therefore, according to that call,
so walk."

"Wi·th al~ lowliness and meekness." The opposites of our proud,
haughty hearts are these graces. Lowliness-men of low eyes. Jacob
was a man of low eyes, low in his own esteem, that is to say; and,
if grace is in exercise in us, we too shall be men of low eyes, plain
men. We shall have before us God, the Object and the End of faith.
Meekness-teachableness; not walking, not strutting about, as if we
were somebody, and as if we knew things, but feeling, the older we
grow, that petition, "That which I see not teach Thou me," to be
more suitable and becoming to our own hearts. So Paul exhorts
these gracious people to walk with lowliness, with meekness, with
longsuffering towards each other, "fo·rbearing ome another",. not in
sullenness, but "in love," the love of the Spirit, love for the truth,
love for the Head of the church, then for the body. You will never
love the body, if you do not love the Head. You will never love the
saints, if you do not love the King of saints. Then comes the text,
"Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

As enabled by the Lord, I shall :

(1) Say a few words upon the unity that is here exhorted to.

(2) Speak of the nature of this unity. The nature of it is peculiar,
not common, not universal. It is beautiful, it is the unity of
the Spirit.

(3) Notice the manner in which we are to endeavour to keep this
unity. "In the bond of peace."

I.-THE UNITY

WC are to speak a little of the unity here exhorted to. Clearly it
is a unity confined to the Lord's people. "You hath He quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sins." A common death this, and
a common life which has been imparted to them; and by that their
common life. these people are brought into a onene&s. The root of
all vital godliness is regeneration. No beginning of this kind, no
unity to which the exhortation is. A parasite may feed upon the
life it attacks, but it is different from that life. Many may hang
about the church of Christ-doubtless it is so-who are not of that
church. They are different from it in their life. If you have had a
good beginning, you are born again; and if you are born again, you
have unity with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, with the psalmist,
with the apostles, with all good men.

(1) First, it is unity of knowledge. Reflect for a moment upon the
terribleness of ignorance, ignorance of God. It is not inconvenient
to most men to be ignorant of science, this or that science; we get
through very well without it, good as it is to have knowledge of that
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sort; but how dreadful it is to be ig-norant of God! He does not,
h~we~er, leave His people ignorant of Himself. His covenant pro
lTlISe IS :

"I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah.... I will put My law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more every
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know
the Lord: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, ... for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more" (Jer. 31 : 31-34).

They all come to know God. This is certain. Not the same in
measure in all, but the same in kind in all. Everyone born of God
knows something of God, of His attributes, of His justice which kills
them, of His holiness which forbids their intimacy with Him, of
His omnipotence that makes them afraid of Him who after He hath
killed the body, hath power to cast into hell.

Of Himself they have some knowledge, some knowledge of Him
in Christ:

"This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent" (.Jno. 17 : 3).

They see the Mediator between God and men, and pant to know
He is between them and God. They see the blood of the everlasting
covenant, and long to have it on their consciences. They see the
robe of righteousness, and pray that they may have it put on them
for justification of life. They see omnipotence clothed in their own
nature, and pray to feel it; for being in their own nature, it can
touch them, and not destroy them. They want the knowledge of
God, and may often be saying, "I have not the knowledge of the
Holy"; but they have got it, or else they would not fear they had
it not; only they want to know morc. Be careful here, see if God
will show you whether you know Him. "All shall know Me," all the
church. "All Thy children shall be taught of the Lord," and great is
this indeed.

(2) There is, in the next place, the unity of the faith. "The faith
which was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). That is not the
grace of faith, which is in every new-born sinner, but the doctrine
of faith; and Paul in this chapter prays that the saints may "come
in the unity of the faith." margin, "come into" it. There is unity
here.

God's people are not so many heterogeneous atoms flying about,
and knocking against each other without any cohesion, differing
greatly in density; they are one in the faith. They have not all an
equal knowledge of it; they may greatly differ in the degree of their
knowledge. One may know much and another but little, but each
knowing something of the faith in its divine origin, in its marvellous
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oneness, 111 its gracious power, in its divine Author, in its blessed
effects, each shall find that he is united to another in the faith.
There is unity here. Plenty of churches there are today perfectly
heterogeneous, no cohesion in doctrine, everyone believing what he
will; but not so the saints of the most high God. He delivers the
truth to them, and they are delivered to the truth.

There is a beautiful word in the Romans, "God be thanked, that
ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you" (6 : 17). If you read the
margin, you will find this to be the rendering: "God be thanked,
that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine whereto ye were delivered." The figure is of
molten metal run into a mould. Ah, there is a shape here which you
will find on every soul taught of God-the shape of truth, the life
of truth, the beauty of truth, the power of truth, the separating
efficacy of truth; and this is unity, sweet unity.

(3) Thirdly, they are one in their prayers, their worship. "I will
pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusa
lem, the Spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look
upon Me whom they have pierced" (Zech. 12: 10); and by Jeremiah
says the Lord God of Israel, "They shall come with weeping, and
with supplications will I lead them," and they "shall flow together
to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil,
and for the young of the flock and of the herd" (Jer. 31 : 9, 12).
The people of the captivity were to come to Jerusalem, but the way
was tedious and had in it enemies ever ready to pounce upon these
poor, returning pilgrims; and said the Lord, "I will bring them
with weeping. I will put weeping into their hearts, and I will lead
them with supplications. As you put the bit in the horse's mouth,
and turn him where you will, so the Spirit of grace and of suppli
cations shall be in the people's hearts, and I will turn them to Zion
therewith, and they shall flow together."

According as it was in the type, so is it in the anti-type. As Ezra
bent the knee, proclaiming a fast at the river Ahava, that he might
seek from God a way for himself and their little ones and their
substance: so in their different connections and troubles and necessi
ties and weakness and fear, you will find the saints have one Spirit,
the Spirit of grace and of supplications, and thereby and therein they
flee to the Throne of grace. They fly as doves to their windows.
A certain spiritual instinct says to them, "God can help you, the
fulness of Christ can supply you, the power of Christ can sustain
you, the wisdom of Christ can guide you, and the love of Christ
can make you happy, and bring you at last to heaven;-seek Him."

(4) There is unity of love: love to Jesus Christ, the eterna'l, o!nly
begotten Son of God in our nature, "Christ Jesus, who gave Himself
a ransom for all, to be testified in due time" (1 Tim. 2 : 6); to be
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manifested in everyone for whom He gave Himself a ransom. It is
a very solemn word that Paul has about love. "If any man love not
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, Maranatha," that is,
"let him be accursed" (1 Cor. 16: 22). But there is a beautiful and
sweet and encouraging word about love by the same apostle:
"Grace be with all them that love our Lord Iesus Christ in sincerity'
(Eph. 6: 24). You may not be able to say big words about Him,
you may often lack a full assurance of interest in Him. You may
feel far from Him; dark in your mind, distant in your spirit, hard in
your heart, and much lacking in things you would wish to possess;
but if the warm spirit of love be in you, if you feel by occasions a
glow in your heart to Him by perceiving somewhat of His Person;
if you see His precious Fountain, and in heart and desire flow to it;
if it is given to you to see His righteousness, which is unto all and
upon .all them that believe for justification-why, surely it must be
said of you, you love Him.

Sometimes clearly one may say, "I love Him for Himself." At
other times one may say, "I love Him for what He does, for what
He has done. I love Him for His Word, and all the benefits of His
grace which I see revealed in the Scriptures, and have some hope of
for myself." Says Paul, "Grace be with all such." As if spreading
his hands as an apostle, a holy apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ,
looking upon trembling sinners who fear the great Name of God,
he says, "Now all you poor sinners, since you love the Lord Jesus,
I say, grace be with you." Remember he was inspired.

(5) One word more here: there is the unity of an end, of o~e end.
What is our end? Is it to get wealth? Is it to have a fair fame
among men? Is it to play some considerable part in this world's life?
Some may be saying in their hearts, "God knows that is not our
end." Well, what is your end? Union with the So~ of God; peace
by His blood; grace to' serve Hz1m while you live here, and' then
heaven, to be with Him for ever?

Is that your end? Why, it is the very same that Asaph had;
said he, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? an.d> there is no~:e upon
earth that I desire beside Thee" (Ps. 73: 25). Earth's life and its
things were before him; providence which had so perplexed and
troubled him, inequalities, apparent inequalities in God's dealings
with man had troubled him; he had been as a beast, and was so
still in his own feelings, before the Lord; but being taken into God's
sanctuary, and taught there two things: first, that the saints were
with the Lord; and secondly, that the prosperity of the wicked was
a slippery place to them, down which they might soon slide into
hell, he says, "Whom do I want on earth? There is none beside God,
none in comparison with Him. Be He but my portion, then let me
be content with the bread and water He may give me; if He be my
lot, then heaven is mine, and I need, I desire, no other."
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Have you unity with Him? Have you unity with the apostle
Paul in this-he said, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
shall give me at that day: and not unto me only, but unto all them
.also that love His appearing?" (2 Tim. 4: 7,8). Do you want Him?
Is He thy aim, poor sinner, thy end? But I must hasten.

H.-THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT

The kind of unit we must look at, and that but briefly. It is not
natural. No, no. It is the unity of the Spirit, which means, as I
understand it, that unity which is begotten in the saints by the
Spirit; which is born of His teaching, of His light shining, of His
life moving, life energising. It is a sweet unity. It binds people
together as nothing else can.

Many of you may be acquainted with that incident in the life of
John Kershaw, when on one occasion he went to Brighton, to beg
for his chapel at Rochdale. He had given to him the address of a
gentleman there, to whose house he went, and the bell was answered
by the footman, who told him that his master was engaged, and
could not see him. "But," said Kershaw, "I must see him," and
he would take no nay. At last the gentleman came down to him,
and appeared to be displeased with him for his persistence. "But,"
said Kershaw, "I got such a hold of you this morning that I could
not go away." "How?" "Well," said Kershaw, "I got it in prayer."
That is the substance. WeIl now, there was the unity. This gentle
man at the supper table addressed his children, and said, "I love
you as my children, but this stranger I love better than you, with
another love." Do you know that?

You meet with a word in David, and you do love the man who
uttered it. A prayer, a confession, a sigh; you see him dropping the
tear before God, you see him prostrating himself in humble con
fession and supplication, you hear him saying, "I will be sorry for
my sin" (Ps. 38 : 18); you hear all this, and you say, "Blessed man."
You love him. It is the unity of the Spirit. The same Spirit that was
in the psalmist animates you.

You go to Abraham, you behold almighty God coming to him,
and you see Abraham prone on the ground. He fell on his face,
and worshipped; and you say, "I have got a little of that in my
experience." You hear Abraham praying for Sodom, and saying,
"Who am but dust and ashes," and you say, "That is just what I
feel to be." So I might run through Scripture characters.

Then you come to your own connections, fellow-members of a
church here, a church there; and you have heard one give his
experience, and another give her experience, or you have sat at the
fireside of one, and heard some remarkable things that God has
done for him; you have had a little of the same, and "as in water
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face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man" (Prov. 27 : 19);
and you get that sweet unity. It is the unity of the Spirit, unity in
the truth, unity in the atonement, unity in the righteousness of
Christ, unity in life, in confession, and in prayer, unity in the grace
of faith, and in the blessed doctrine of faith.

This unity of the Spirit the Lord creates in His people. Mind,
Paul does not say, "Try to make unity." Who could make this
unity? But having it made, there it is, the unity of the Spirit.
Doubtless many here have some knowledge, some experience, of
this.

lIl.-THE EXHORTATION

Now, I would notice briefly the exhortation, "Endeavouring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." There is a
peculiar manner here set before us.

Of course, the word "endeavour" sug-gests at once some difficulties.
There are difficulties, arising chiefly from self, self-ends, self-interests,
pride, vanity, different aims; longing, aiming, determining to be
somebody and something. These things clash with God's things and
with this exhortation; but says Paul, "Go on, give it not up, yield not
to these contrary influences of a depraved nature that rise and work
in you; yield not to the temptation of the enemy, who ever would be
separating very friends, but endeavour."

I would like to say a word or two on this point. How are we to
endeavour? What efforts shall we make? What means shall we use
for this very great end? I think I may put all into one word; that is,
pray, labour on your knees. He who is taught by the Spirit to do
this, will succeed. He will at times have power over the Angel, and
prevail over the lusts of his nature.

If the Lord gives. us power to walk this way, we shall indeed follow
the exhortation, "Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit";
and if I may so put it, is it not worth it? Ask yourselves, if you
have had any experience of dissension, ask yourselves if there ever
came any profit to you by dissensions. If you have had experience
of personal quarrels, ask yourselves if you ever had any peace in
them. But if you have had any experience of a spiritual victory, a
special help in a special matter, then I say you will not need to
enquire as to whether you had profit thereby; you will be able to say,
"It was good for me to get old nature trampled under foot, good
for me to have self-denial wrought in me, good for me to love
where hatred was shown."

IV.-"IN THE BOND OF PEACE"

"In the bond afpeace.'·· Peace binds, peace keeps people. There
is one peace which in the Scripture is called a garrison, likened to a
garrison. "And the peace of God, which passeth all understaluding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ" (Phi!. 4. 7).
The word is, shall garrison you, keep you as in a garrison. Now if
you have the sweet "bond of peace" with the saints, you will find
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that is a keeping thing; it enables you to keep the unity you have
felt to people. That unity may be tried, but cannot be broken.
Communion may be interrupted by some disputes, some dissensions;
but where unity has been formed, that cannot be broken.

We may make mistakes about union. We may think we felt the
unity of the Spirit to some people who turn out reprobates; and it
is one of the hardest things I believe and know, to give up the unity
we thought we felt to some people. We are not infallible; we may
believe we felt unity to some in the Lord, and have to give it up.

We have to give up many things, and that is one of the many;
but where true union has been formed, though communion may be
interrupted, the union remains. "The bond of peace"; that forbids
jars and quarrels. Dogs are without, the children are within. Dogs
bark as they go about the city, and make a noise; the children are
inside, and these are not to quarrel, these are to love as a family,
a family named of God. The whole family in heaven and earth is
named of God. The "bond of peace" is a sacred bond, it lives and
walks hand in hand with true humility. May the Lord give it to us.

I leave these observations. It is a great subject, and worthy of all
the careful and prayerful attention which the saints of the Most
High may be enabled to give it; and it will do us good as a body, a
people, as a denomination, to be enabled to observe this. Let self
ends go, brethren. Let pride go; let self-seeking go.

Paul had much to say against the generation in which he lived.
"All," said he, but one man whom he named, "all seek their own,
not the things which are Jesus Christ's" (Phi!. 2: 21). What an
indictment! May it not attach to us.

The Lord give us to feel just that which Paul speaks of one
"whO' will naturally care for your state." Care for one another, you
who have this unity. "Look not every man on his own things," his
own interests and ends and gratification, but look "every man also
on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus" (2 : 4, 5).

Remember, my dear friends, that the Lord "pleased not Himself."
It is not often that we can say that of ourselves, is it? Did we ever
say it? He pleased not Himself. It is not for a servant to please
himself, nor a soldier to go where he likes. If that spirit be in us
that was in one who thus prays, "Show me the way wherein I should
walk, for I lift up my soul unto Thee," it will be well for us.
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! !" (Ps. 133: 1). "When is it," says Hart:

"When is it Christians all agree
And let distinctions fall?

When, nothing in themselves, they see
That Christ is all in all.

The Lord give us such a religion. Amen. J. K. POPHAM.
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The Archbishop(s Visit to Rome

SOME LETTERS AND STATEMENTS

IN view of the importance of the question we reproduce, by kind
courtesy of The English Churchman, some of the Statements and
letters concerning the Archbishop's visit.

"THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN"

The Press .and other organs of publicity have seen that this is
much more than a "courtesy call." The Archbishop's statement that
he would welcome the Pope-the head of a vast ecclesiastical system
astray from the Word of God-as chairman of the World Council
of Churches had made his "courtesy call" technique impossible in
spite of all that the C.I.O. could do.

The deputation led by Viscount Alexander of Hillsborough and
including Capt. L. P. S. Orr, M.P., the Rev. Thomas Hewitt
(Church Society) and the Rev. Gilbert W. Kirby (Evangelical
Alliance) made this clear at Lambeth Palace before the Archbishop's
departure. They told the Archbishop of "the misgivings of Pro
testant Christians" and apprehension was expressed lest the Arch
bishop's visit "should give the impression to the world at large that
the Church of England was willing to compromise in any way her
Reformation principles."

The deputation stressed the fact that the visit of someone as
eminent as the Archbishop could hardly be regarded as being of a
private character, and pointed out the desirability of the closest
possible liaison being maintained between the Church of England
and those Churches which stood in the Reformed tradition.

-The English Churchman, Dec. 2nd, 1960.

THE ARCHBISHOP

The Archbishop arrived back at London Airport shortly before
4 o'clock on Saturday, Dec. 3rd, and immediately proceeded to hold
a Press conference. He did not read a prepared statement but
answered questions, put to him by journalists, in a spontaneous and
lively fashion.

"All that has happened," he asserted, "is what bears out and
fulfils the whole spirit of our Lord's teaching in the Gospel." His
purpose in undertaking the journey had been to make personal
contact. "That is all I ever wanted to do, and that I have done in
abundance. Wherever I went I did not have to create an atmo
sphere of friendship and tolerance. I walked straight into it."
. It is clear that the Archbishop attaches great importance to his con

tact with Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican secretariat responsible
for relations with non-Roman Churches. In future the Church of
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England would be in close touch with the secretariat. "It is the
first time there has been a recognised channel of information be
tween the Church of Rome and the Church of England," said the
Archbishop.

"J made no reference to the World Council of Churches," he said.
Nor had he mentioned to the Pope his concept of "a common
wealth of Churches," about which he spoke in All Saints, Rome.

-The English Churchman.

MISS L. A. VVALSH'S LETTER

Miss L. A. Walsh, a convert from Roman Catholicism and author
of My Hand in His, wrote to the Archbishop of Conterbury when
his visit to the Vatican was announced.

Dear Dr. Fisher,-May I be permitted to bring to your notice the
deep concern that the proposed visit to the Vatican is causing in
many Christian circles.

Having been converted from Roman Catholicism in recent years,
my distress is perhaps even more understandable.

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of My Hand in His,
which tells the story of my conversion up to the time I was received
into the Church of England nearly eight years ago. I think if you
can spare the time to read it you will readily realise how disturbed
I am at the news of this proposed "courtesy" call.

I feel sure that your visit will be used for propaganda purposes,
especially in spheres where it is already believed that our country
will be under the dominion of Rome within the next two or three
years. Indeed, there are already signs of rejoicing in Roman
Catholic circles that you have "considered it your duty to pay your
respects to the head of the Catholic Church; English Catholics will
offer you their thanks," says the R.C. Universe.

Such a visit will also do much to discourage those who have
suffered-and are still suffering-at the hands of the Roman
Catholic Church for the sake of their faith in the pure Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ as set forth in the Bible.

I am afraid you may not now feel able to cancel the arrangements
that have been made, but nevertheless, it is hoped that it will be
possible for you, as Primate of the Church of England, to meet the
Pope on equal terms, and thus correct the impression that you are
visiting him as a subject whose duty it is to pay him respects.

If the occasion of your visit could also be used as an opportunity
for confirming the impossibility of union with the Church of Rome
whilst she holds on to unscriptural doctrines, and continues to perse
cute those who disagree with her dogmas in lands where Roman
Catholicism is predominant, then perhaps something worthwhile
might result from a situation which arouses such serious misgivings
in the hearts and minds of your people.

I do trust that you will not be offended by the informality of
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this letter, but as a humble member of the congregation committed
to your charge I felt I must write simply and tell you how disturbed
I am about this forthcoming visit which will undoubtedly have
serious and far-reaching effects, not only upon our nation, but
throughout the whole world.

Yours sincerely in Christ,
[From The English Churchman.] L. A. WALSH.

FREE PRESRYTERIAN LETTER

The following letter was sent to the Archbishop of Canterbury
before his departure on his tour:

May it Please Your Grace,-We, the Religion and Morals Com
mittee of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, having learned
with profound regret that you intend, in the near future, to pay a
courtesy visit to the Pope at the Vatican, do hereby utter our
solemn and emphatic protest ag'ainst this intended visit. We do so
for the following reasons:

(1) That the Pope is the head of the Roman Catholic Church
which claims that outside of it there is no salvation.

(2) That its sacrifice of the Mass is blasphemous, and reflects
adversely on the Sacrifice offered on Calvary, which alone has pro
cured the salvation of sinners.

(3) That this system perescuted to the death, wherever it had the
{>ower, all who claimed to worship God according to His Word, and
who refused to accept the dogmas of the Roman Catholic Church.

(4) That, as its proud boast is that it is always the same, it cannot
change its attitude to those who differ from it.

(5) That it is a well-known fact that this system has been con
tinually plotting to overthrow the British Protestant Constitution.

(6) That this being so, it is wrong for professing Protestants and
patriots to hold any fellowship with the See of Rome on any pretext
whatsoever.

(7) The Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England deny to
the Pope the right, which he claims, to interfere in the internal
affairs of Britain.

(8) This visit has the effect of nullifying Your Grace's solemn
declaration to maintain the Protestant articles of religion.

(9) On account of Your Grace's official position the intended visit
constitutes a weakening of the Protestant position and goes a long
way towards obliterating the line of demarcation between Protest
antism and Roman Catholicism.

We pray that, even at this late hour, wiser counsels will prevail
and that the intended visit will be cancelled.

On behalf of the Committee,
F.P. Manse, Glendale, JOHN COLQUHOUN, Convener.

Isle of Skye, Scotland.
[From The English Churchman.]
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1,1o:'1"I'EI{ FROM THE Cn,'-:PEL S'l'ANIlARD STRICT BAPTISTS

To tll(' Archbishop of Canterbury.

Your (;race,-It was with most grave apprehension and concern
that w(' read the announcement of your proposed visit to the Pope,
and on hehalf of the Gospel Standard Strict Baptists we write to
exprl'SS our profound sorrow at this overture.

Not since the blessed Reformation has a Primate of the Church
of England visi>ed the "Man of Sin" (2 Thess. 2 : 4), and your action
must promote the alarming advance of popery in this country,
especially during the last 50 years.

At yom consecration you promised with all faithful diligence to
bani,sh and drive away all erroneous and strange doctrine contrary
to God's Word, and yet we have in the Church of England numbers
of chlll'ches, alas! where the "sacrifices of Masses," termed in Article
XXXI blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits, are openly toler
ated and practised without let or hindrance. Furthermore, Mario
]aIry appears to be increasingly prevalent and constitutes a solemn
provocation of the Most High Goel.

These and other popish evils are deeply abhorrent to our de
nomination and we believe to many others, and we fear that in due
time the righteous judgments of God will be poured out not only
upon the doomed Roman Catholic Church (Rev. xviii), but also in
meaSllre upon all who are tainted with her doctrines.

Wc pray that you may even yet abandon the project of consult
ing with the Pope, or alternatively that the proposal may be frus
trated by Almighty God. We may add that a copy of this letter is
being published in The Gospel Standard Magazine, and copies sent
to various Government authorities.

With deepest respect for the tremendous responsibilities of your
exalted office, and with particular regard for the memory of your
honoured predf'cessor. Archbishop Cranmer (Martyr).

T am,
Your Grace's ohedient servant,

J. H. GOSDEN,

Chairman of The Gospel Standard Strict Baptist Societies.
[From Th(', Rnglish Churchman.]

LETTER OF J. BATALLER

Sir,-l have read the letters by Mr. John S. Sutton and the
Rev, Ronald Taylor, and candidly confess that I cannot believe my
eyes. They do not seem to be aware of what the Roman Catholics
are doing wherever a free hand is given to them. They do not
seem to know about the many killings and destruction of Protestant
churches in Colombia only a few years ago, for which Roman
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Catholics were responsible, without the slightest word of condemn
ation being said by the Pope. These things are not allowed by the
present Government in Colombia, but our brethren there, like those
in some other Latin AmeriCAn countries, are not yet free of perse
cution.

As for Spain, there are still many Protestant churches closed.
Those that remain open cannot have any outside signs. Tracts
cannot be printed or distributed. Protestant magazines cannot be
published. Bibles cannot be bought and sold by Protestants. The
stock of Bibles and portions belonging to the British and Foreign
Bible Society was confiscated long ago- and they are not allowed to
print any more or import them into Spain. Every sort of obstacles
are placed before the Protestant couples who wish to be married
outside the Roman Catholic Church. Young Pro-testant soldiers are
very much molested and sometimes imprisoned for refusing to kneel
at the Roman Catholic mass. Often Protestants lose their jobs and
are unable to obtain new ones, because of their Faith. All Protestant
schools were closed long ago and there is no sign of them being
allowed to reopen. There are many other difficulties the Spanish
Protestants have to face from time to time.

46 Wyld Way, Wembley, Middx. J. BATALLER.

[From The English Churchman.]

WITHOUT DISCERNMENT
"It is almost frightening how many of the (world's) most import

ant posts are now in Catholic hands." So writes Christopher Hollis,
active Romanist son of a former Anglican suffragan. "Old-fash
ioned anti-clericalism is much less powerful than it was in the last
century and in general politicians are today inclined to welcome the
existence of a powerful supra-national authority in the Catholic
Church."

It will be noted that Mr. Hollis writes "politicians," not "states
men." Knowing something of Rome's exclusive totalitarianism and
undemocratic persecution of opposition, "statesmen" would be chary
of sheltering under the papal umbrella, which is composed of too
flimsy material to afford the advertised protection. They would
recall, too, the shameful part played by the Papacy in the rise of
Fascism and Nazism, and of its persistent refusal to condemn present
day persecution in Spain, Colombia and elsewhere-a matter which
the Archbishop of York might well have brought up with Archbishop
Heenan during their T.V. and radio discussion.

Listening to this broadcast reminded one of the late Canon A. W.
Parsons' timely warning concerning "the widespread growth of a
spurious toleration and an easy going spirit of love without discern
ment." -The English Churchman.
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"WRONG AND DANGEROUS"
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The Rev. Basil C. Mowll, a former Rector of Broadwater,
addressed the following letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury:

November 16th, 1960.

My Lord Archbishop,-Very humbly and sincerely I wish to add
my protest to that of many others in our country to your Grace's
proposal to visit the Pope. As you yourself so well know our Re
formed and beloved Church of England has the Bible, and the Bible
alone, as its doctrinal basis. The Roman Catholic Church has
cho"en deliberately to refuse the sole authority of Holy Scripture;
and by rejecting the light of God's Holy Word for century after
centmy, she has been guilty of insulting God Almighty through
whose goodness and inspiration this unique treasure of Divine liter
atlll"(' has come to mankind. She has thus proved herself to be an
apostate and rebellious church, and has made herself an enemy of
God; and the Pope as the head of this apostate church is a blind
leader of the blind. Every bishop in our church, including your
Grace, has promised before God and His people to drive away all
erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to God's Word, and both
privately and openly to call upon and encourage others to do the
same. If your Grace goes to the Pope to urge him to repent of his
sin, and to honour our Gud by admitting the sole authority of the
Bible, may we all know your Grace's intention, and may God bless
your witness and use it to His glory.

But to many of us just to pay, as the head of our Reformed
Chllrch, a friendly visit to the Pope is a wrong and dangerous
thing to do. Here is an apostate church which not only denies the
sole authority of God's Holy Word but down the centuries she has
been tlie terrible persecutor of true Christians who have been faithful
to God's Word, as we in England know to our sad cost.

HIT motto, "Semper eadem," is well known. She has not changed
in Ill'r attitude to the Bible or to Protestants. Today in Spain and in
other places where the KC. Church is dominant she is still the same
intolerant, persecuting church, opposing the Truth of God and those
who faithfully hold to it. There are many traitors in our Reformed
chllfch who hate the Articles of our church to which they have given
their solemn assent before God and His people, and are doing all in
their power to re-unite our church under Papal control.

To pay a friendly visit of this kind may well prove to be a
dangerous precedent to those who may follow your Grace in your
exalted office, and who may lack your Grace's deep regard for God's
Truth.

Your Grace's proposed visit will play into the hands of those who
are striving for re-union with the R.C. church under this false
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leader. It will indeed g-ive great pleasure to the enemies of our
reformed position, but great grid to every loyal member of our
church, and to all in our country who truly love our Lord and His
Word.

May our great God give your Grace courage to have faithfulness
to His Word as your aim, rather than a false unity which may have
very disastrous results.

Believe me to be, your Grace's humble and sincere servant for His
Truth,

BASIL C. MOWLL,
Rector of Broadwatcr, Worthing, 1927-1953.

Tr-IE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN

The Church of Rome calls herself "the mother and mistress of all
Churches," and as such she claims jurisdiction over all Christian
kings, clergy and people. But the Church of England, after grievous
suflerings and frequent protests, rejected Rome's claim and for
ccnturies has affirmed~anddemands that its clergy affirm-that thc
Church of Rome has no jurisdiction in this Realm (Article 38).

A second and even more serious claim is put forth by Rome. She
boldly asserts that she has the right to dictate and define orthodox
doctril1JC. The Pope issued a Bull at the close of the Council of Trent
in which he ordered that all who should be admitted to benefices and
other offices should profess their orthodox belief in the form of the
Creed of Pius IV, 1564. It deals especially with the RlIle of Faith,
the Seven Sacraments, Original Sin, .1 ustification, the Masses, Tran
substantiation, Purgatory, Invocation of Saints, Images, Indulgences,
and Supremacy of the Roman Church and of the Pope.

"I also in my own name promise, vow and swear that this is
the true Catholic faith, without which no man can be saved

"
To this Creed which the Roman priest promises will be "held,

taught and set forth" "in its entirety and without blemish most
constantly up to the last breath of my life," and that he will take
care that it is held by his subordinates or by those the care of whom
pertains to him in his o:ffice, have been added the unscriptural
dogmas of papal infallibility, the Immaculate Conception of the
Virgin Mary and of her Assumption into heaven. Let those who
assert that there is little which separates the Church of England
from the Church of Rome apart from questions of supremacy and
jurisdiction read the Creed of Pius IV side by side with the 39
Articles of Religion.

There arc, of course, great doctrines which arc common to both
Chllrches-sllch as arc set Ollt in the Nicene Creed to which t1w
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(:rl'l'd of Pius IV is attached-and it is true that we have inherited
;t. great deal from the Church of Rome, with which we were in com
1IIIIIIion for centuries. But Article 19 asserts truly that the Church
of Rome has erred, not only in living and manner of ceremonies,
I1I11 also in matters of faith. That affirmation is not made lightly by
(1111' Church. It rests upon the ground that the teachings of Rome,
l'spl:cially the doctrine which has received her deliberate approval in
tll" decrees and canons of the Council of Trent, is opposed to God's
wrilten Word, the holy Scriptures. "It is this position," said Canon
Uil'lllestone, formerly Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, "which
jllst dies our Church in calling itself a Protestant Church, and which
jllstifies every true Churchman in calling himself a Protestant.

"The position which the English Church took up at the Reform
:11 illll is of two characters. It is one of separation and one of con
d('llIllation, and both were taken up at the demands of God's Word.
, . . . Compromise was impossible. There could not be any peace,
cx.'t'pt on terms of submission, both in the matter of jurisdiction and
j 11 ill(' questions of doctrine."

What was true then is true now. There can be no peace except
1111 Rome's terms, and those the Bible Christian-and we doubt it
tlwl'(' call be any other kind-can nener accept.

-The English. Churchman, December 16th, 1960.

(Continued from j}(lge l06).

SOLUTION OF No. 84

The whole: Love, joy, peace (Galatians 5 : 22).

l. Labouring man (Eccles. 5: 12).

2. Oppressed (Psalm 72 : 4).
3. Vinedressers (2 Kings 25: 12).
4, Evangelist (Acts 21 : 8).

5. Jailor (Acts 16: 23, 30).
6. Overseer (Genesis 38 : 4).
7. Yokefellow (PhiI. 4: 3).

8. Priest (Hebrews 5 : 6).
9. Executioner (Mark 6 : 27).

10. Ambassador (Prov. 13: 17).

1I. Carpenter (Mark 6 : 3).

12. Elder (2 John 1).
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CURRENT TOPICS
CENTENARY OF ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER, BRISTOL

The following is a copy of the Memorial Tablet, in St. Luke's
Church, for the Rev. D. A. Doudney, first Vicar:

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
THE REV. DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY

for thirty-two years Vicar of this Parish.
Born March 8th, 1811.
Died April 21st, 1893.

Whilst in eternity many shall testify to the power of his
ministry both in the pulpit and by his prolific pen, this
Edifice, together with St. Luke's Schools, Institute, and
Vicarage, remain as monuments of his energetic zeal.

-_._----
"He being dead yet speaketh."

"How stands the case my soul with thee?
For heaven are ,thy credentials clear?

Is Jesus' Blood thy only plea?
Is He thy great Forerunner there?"

The Bishop of Bristol (the Right Reverend Dr. Tomkins) will, D.V.,
preach at St. Luke's at 6.30 p.m., Sunday, March 12th. The Lord
Mayor and Sheriff of Bristol wilI attend.

HYMNS ANCIENT AND MODERN
The well-known hymn-book "Hymns Ancient and Modern;"

which first came out in 1861, is also marking its centenary.
When it was first issued the REV. .lAMES ORMISTON, who after

wards became Editor of The Gospel Magazine, pointed out how the
new hymn-book taught "(1) Mariolatry, (2) Idolatry, or the Worship
of Material Things, (3) Transubstantiation and the Real Presence,
(4) Baptismal Regeneration, ex opere ojJerato, (5) Prayer for the
Dead, (6) Salvation by Human Works."

He concluded:
"I cannot close my observations on this painful and unpopular

subject in words more forcible and truthful than those of the
faithful Bishop of Huron : 'These Hymns,' said the Bishop lately
to his clergy, 'are only part of a scheme to familiarise our minds
with Romish phraseology and doctrines, and thus gradually, but
surely, to train our people, especially the young, for the recep
tion of doctrines and practices contrary to God's Word, contrary
to the teaching of our Church, and for the rejection of which
the Roman Hierarchy condemned our noble Reformers to be
burnt at the stake.' "


