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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

PEACE, PERFECT PEACE

"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."-Isaiah 26.3.

As the "true Israelite" had a song to be sung in the land of Judah
"in that day," so the true Christian has a song in which, as enabled
of God, he can sing of "perfect peace"!

A mind at "perfect peace" with God!
Oh what a word is this!

A sinner reconciled through blood
This, this indeed is peace.

By nature and by practice far
How very far from God!

Yet now by grace brought nigh to Him,
Through faith in Jesu's blood.

Catesby Paget, 1855.
We invite our readers to ponder the words of Isaiah in the full

light of God's revelation in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and we
pray that God the Holy Spirit may guide our minds.

I.
First of all, let us look at the passage in Isaiah 26. We read:

"In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah;
We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and
bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which
keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee...."

Jerusalem was indeed a strong city. Salvation was appointed for
walls and bulwarks. But its strength was in God, and perfect peace
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came from trust in God. Isaiah was the prophet of faith in God.
"Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is ever
lasting strength" (verse 4).

This passage was brought home to the heart of Miss Frances
Ridley HavergaI. She had been on the Continent and had returned
to England, when she developed an illness, which turned out to be
typhoid fever. Her friends were alarmed because of her delicate
state of health, but Miss Havergal relates that she was kept in
perfect peace. It was then that she wrote (Nov. 3, 1874) the hymn
based upon the text in Isaiah

Like a river, glorious
Is God's perfect peace

with its refrain:
Stayed upon Jehovah,

Hearts are fully blessed,
Finding, as He promised,

Perfect peace and rest.
The same passage was also brought to the heart of Bishop Edward

Henry Bickersteth. It was in the year following (1875) that Bishop
Bickersteth took his August holiday at Harrogate in the house of a
friend. The Vicar of Harrogate, Canon Gibbon, preached on a
Sunday morning from the same text (Isaiah 26: 3), and remarked
that "perfect peace" was literally, in the Hebrew, "peace, peace."
This attracted Bishop Bickersteth's notice, and his mind began to
work on the subject. In the afternoon of that Sunday he visited an
aged relative (Archdeacon Hill of Liverpool), and found him some
what troubled in mind. The bishop took up a sheet of paper, and
wrote down the hymn exactly as we have it now, and read it to
his dying relative. The hymn is in a special form-the first line is a
question, and the second line a triumphant answer:

Peace, perfect peace! in this dark world of sin?
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.
Peace, perfect peace! by thronging duties pressed?
To do the will of Jesus, this is rest.
Peace, perfect peace! with sorrows surging round?
On Jesus' bosom nought but calm is found.
Peace, perfect peace! with loved ones far away?
In Jesus' keeping we are safe and they.
Peace, perfect peace! our future all unknown?
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne.
Peace, perfect peace! death shadowing us and ours?
Jesus has vanquished death and all its powers.

.....
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It is enough: earth's struggles soon shall cease.
And Jesus calls us to heaven's perfect peace.

Bishop E. H. Bickersteth, 1875,
n.

A word of warning needs to be given. "There is no peace, saith
the Lord, to the wicked" (Isaiah 48: 22). Why? The answer is
given in Isaiah 59: 1: "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened.
that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
but your iniquities have separated between you and your God. and
your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear . . . .
they trust in vanity. and speak lies (verse 4) .... the way of
peace they know not" (verse 8). This is stated summary in the
Epistle to the Romans "The wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1: 18). In the summary (Rom.
3: 9·20) Paul quoted "And the way of peace have they not known;
there is no fear of God before their eyes" (verses 17, 18), and he
concluded: "Now we know what things the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped.
and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3: 19, 20).

"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested"
(Romans 3: 21). God "has set forth His Son to be a propitiation
through faith in His blood" (3: 25).

In vain we seek for peace with God
By methods of our own;

Jesus, there's nothing but Thy blood
Can bring us near the throne.

Dr. lsaac Watts.
There are those precious words in Ephesians 2: 13, 14:

"But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For He is our peace, who
hath made both one...."

It was an address on this passage, heard in a barn in Ireland,
that God used to bring His peace and salvation to the heart of
the young Toplady, who afterwards wrote:

Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy laws demands:
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

I
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,
It is the blood of Christ shed for us that alone can speak to us

the forgiveness of our sins. "Being justified by faith we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." Our hope, indeed, is
built alone "upon Jesus' blood and righteousness." The soul brought
by grace to this resting place says thankfully:

Paschal Lamb, by God appointed
All our sins on Thee were laid;

By Almighty love anointed,
Thou hast full atonement made.

All Thy people are forgiven
Through the virtue of Thy blood;

Opened is the gate of heaven,
Peace is made 'tween man and God.

A. M. Toplady.
Ill.

The leaders of the Evangelical Revival two hundred years ago
seem often to have made use of a passage in the Book of Job:

"Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace" (Job
22: 21).

These are the words of Eliphaz in his final reply to Job. It was
the third and final round of the speeches of Job's "friends." The
opposition was fading away. The speech of Eliphaz occupies one
chapter (Job 22), that of Bildad (Job 25) was very short, only six
verses, while no speech at all was forthcoming from the third
(Zophas) of the three friends. Eliphaz, however, kept to his charges
against Job, and he actually gave a catalogue of Job's sins (ver-"
6-9), concluding with an exhortation to Job to "acquaint himself
with God and to be at peace with him." This supposes that Job
was unacquainted with God.

It was a false assumption about Job, but it is true of all of us as
we are by nature. By nature we are "without God in the world."
Acquaintance with God begins when God in His sovereign grace
works in a soul the mighty miracle of the new birth. We may
indeed hear the Word preached, we may read the Word written;
but only God by His Spirit can open our heart. How thankful
should we be to be enabled to say "God, who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ" (2 Cor. 4: 6).

We can then in Him face all that comes in this sin-stained and
suffering world.
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Art thou acquainted, 0 my soul,
With such a Saviour, such a Friend?

Whose power can all events control,
And from all evils can defend?

Why are thou then oppressed with fears?
Knowledge of Him should give thee peace;

Should check these oft-flowing tears,
And bid these sad misgivings cease.

Is it the past that gives thee pain?
Transgressions, falls, dost thou deplore?

The atoning blood pleads not in vain,
Thy God remembers them no more.

Do present troubles vex thy mind?
Sufferings of body, mental care?

In God a refuge thou wilt find;
And oh! what sweet relief in prayer.

o faithless, unbelieving heart,
So slow to trust that tenderest Friend;

Who then will needful strength impart,
Who "loving, loves unto the end"!

No longer doubt, nor fear, nor grieve,
Nor on uncertain evils dwell:

Past, present, future, calmly leave
To Him who will do all things well!

Charlotte Elliot, 1839.
IV.

We come now to the remaining half of the text: "Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he
trusteth in Thee." The reference is to one whose mind is really
fixed upon God's sovereign love.

Take Paul for an example. Read the wonderful passage in
Romans 8: 31-39: "What shall we then say to these things? If God
be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge
of God's elect? . . . . Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? .... For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord."

.', _.·d' --.'i"-"."'.1'I"fit•••_7.-__sa
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There is certainty when the mind is stayed upon a covenant
keeping God. Uncertainty comes in when we look at ourselves or
rest ourselves, or when we look at things around us, as Peter did
when he attempted to walk on the water (Matthew 14: 30).

Though on earth we've scorn and trouble,
In ourselves but shame and sin;

All without, the reign of darkness,
Fearful conflict oft within;

He who died and lives for ever,
Saves and guards from every ill;

Jesus walks upon the waters,
And commandeth, "Peace, be still."

Hymns of the Household of Faith, 1861.
W.D.S.

SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS ,
;;

HOW GOD OPENED LYDIA'S HEART

By the REV. H. M. CARSON

(Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge)

"And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the cit}'
of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the
Lord opened that she attended unto the things which were
spoken of Paul."-(Acts 16: 14).

IN LUKE'S account of the ministry of the apostolic preachers at
Philippi, you get an account of two conversions which are very
different in many ways. One, which is recorded later in the chapter.
is the conversion of THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR, a tough Roman. pro
bably with a fairly definite pagan background. For him it was all a
shattering experience. He was, as it were, smitten to the ground in
one moment as God spoke to him, and he was turned from darkness
to light. With LYDIA, whose conversion is recorded earlier in the
chapter, it was very different. It was a quieter work, and yet, when
you compare both, you will find that there is a common element:
both of them gave heed to the word of God and both of them came
to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now the very fact that
these two conversions are recorded so close together, different in
many ways and yet with a common element, is a reminder to us
that there are varying experiences that accompany people's coming

I
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to Christ, but there must be certain essential elements. There may
be a variety in background and. indeed. in the way in which they
come. but one thing must belong to every true experience of con
version, namely a turning from sin and a saving faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

If one were to compare Lydia with the jailor, one might think of
different ways in which the light shone upon them. You have
probably been out in a thunderstorm, and suddenly you get a
blinding flash of lightning, and for one split second the whole
countryside stands out in vivid relief. You can see it all in detail,
and in contrast with the darkness that was before, it stands out all
the more clearly. On the other hand, you may have watched the
sun slowly coming up in the early morning, and the dawn breaks.
It is a gradual affair, and gradually the light spreads. and bit by bit.
things come into focus, until the sun rises in the sky and you can
see it all clearly. Well, I would suggest to you that, in these two
conversions. we see something rather like that. It came to the
jailor almost like a thunderclap from heaven. The lightning flashed,
and in a moment he saw himself and all his sin and uncleanness.
and he saw the Saviour whom Paul was declaring. With Lydia. it
seems to have been much more like the dawn gradually coming over
the hills. She was a woman who had been seeking. and that day.
as Paul and SiJas ministered the Word, she found.

TYPICAL OF A GROUP

She was typical of quite a group in that period. They were
people who had become disgusted with the paganism all around
them. They were not Jews; they were Gentiles, they were Greeks.
but they were greatly attracted to the Jewish worship and to the
synagogue. All around them were pagans, people worshipping gods
and goddesses, and accompanying that pagan worship were all kinds
of immorality. There were many Gentiles who were thoroughly
disgusted by the idolatry which prevailed right throughout the
Mediterranean world. and they were looking for something that
would really satisfy the needs of their hearts. and you find many
of them on the fringe of the synagogue. Many of them were not
reckoned as Jews in that they were not admitted to the full fellow
ship of the Jewish nation and church. They were devout proselytes.
on the fringe of Judaism; but they were seeking, and to many of
them, when the apostles preached the gospel, it was like the full
dawning of the day. The light had been coming in many of their
minds, and with the preaching of the gospel the sun was high in the
sky.

.. ----p n -,
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In Philippi, it seems, there was not a synagogue, but there was
a meeting place where they gathered together to hear the Word of
God and to pray, and it was to this group that Paul and Silas went.
The group would probably have had the reading of the law of
Moses, that law which spoke about the one true God, and they
would have met for a time of prayer together. It was to this group
that Paul and Silas came with this message-the God whom you are
seeking is the God who has made Himself manifest in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The God of Israel, after whom you are following, is
the God who now, at the end of the days, has come to men, in the
person of His Son.

A MIRACLE

That day a miracle took place at that place of prayer. As Lydia
listened God wrought a miracle in her heart, and Luke describes it
like this-"whose heart the Lord opened that she gave heed to the
word that was spoken of Paul." Rather like a farmer preparing the
ground! He digs deeply, he ploughs, he harrows, in order that the
seed may sink deeply into the soil and that it may germinate and
bring forth fruit. That day in Philippi, God did a work of plough
ing and harrowing. He opened up the soil that the seed of the
gospel might enter. He opened Lydia's heart that she gave heed
to the Word. When God opens a man's heart, when God does this
work, then that person is ready to hear the Word, and ready, as
Lydia was, to receive it.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE HEART BEING OPENED?

Well this evening, let us look together at what is involved in the ..
heart being opened. It was God who opened her heart. It was the
Lord who prepared her to receive the Word. Well, let us look at
what was involved in this opening of the heart by the Lord Himself.
We have got to ask, of course, right at the outset, what Luke means
by the "heart." When the Biblical writers use the term, they are
speaking about the real person. When your heart is stirred, it
means that you are stirred to the very depths. When your heart is
opened, it means that your whole being is opened to the incoming
of the Word of God.

THE MIND IS OPENED

It means, obviously, that the mind is opened to the Word,
because that is where it must begin. Our mind must be opened to
understand the truths of the gospel. We speak of a child's mind
opening up. One of the amazing and wonderful things in watching
a baby growing up into childhood is to see the gradual dawn of
consciousness-from the first stage when he notices that he has got
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fingers, and that the fingers move; then the gradual moving forward
to noticing things and people, and then relationships; and so he
moves on until he is able to think clearly, and he moves on to
maturity. His mind opens up. When a man becomes a Christian
it is because his mind has opened up to the things of God.
Formerly his mind was closed. That is the way we all are until God
opens up our minds to see the truth. We may pride ourselves on our
education and on this and that; but until God opens our minds,
our minds are dark. The tragedy is that many of us imagine that
we can see, but in actual fact, until God illuminates our minds, and
lets the light of the gospel shine in, we are just blind. We are
groping, we are guessing, we cannot see the way clearly. God
opened her mind that she might see.

It meant that she became aware of God in a new way. You
might say, but surely this was a woman who already believed in
God! Had she not met together with a group of people who were
studying the Old Testament Scriptures? Had she not met with them
to pray? Indeed, was she not different from the rest of the pagans
at Philippi? They were bowing down to gods and goddesses, false
gods they were; but this woman was a believer in the one true God,
the God of Israel. Yes, that is so, but that day something new
happened. She knew God in a way that she had never known Him
before. You know, you may pass a familiar building and it may
be an architectural gem, but it is just a building that you pass each
day. Then someone who has an expert knowledge of architecture
takes you to that very same building and points out something of the
design, and something of what was in the mind of the architect as
he sought to bring that design to life. Now when you look at that
building, it is different. It is the same one that you knew before,
it is utterly familiar to you, but now you see it as you never saw it
before. I believe there was a sense that day that Lydia really knew
God for the first time. She had listened to the law of God before,
and she knew Him as the Holy One of Israel. She knew Him as
the God who had worked great things for His people in past days;
the God who had taken His people out of Egypt; the God who
through the prophets had spoken to them. But that day her mind
was opened. God revealed Himself to her, and she knew God as she
had never known Him before.

This is what happens when the light begins to shine into the minds
of some who, perhaps, have believed in God since childhood; some
who have accepted the Scriptures; some who have been brought up
within the circle of the Christian church. They have believed it
all, but suddenly when God enlightens their mind, it all flames with
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light. They know, and indeed, such is the utter transformation in
their thinking that they feel at once as if they had never known
before. They feel as if, in the past, they were just the same kind
of darkness as the most utter pagan, but now they knowl God has
awakened them to see Him. In the past they acknowledged that He
was a holy God, but now they see it. They see the blazing purity
and the awful righteousness. Formerly they acknowledged that He
was a God of grace and mercy but now they see it in a new way.
He has come in the Person of His Son to save His people from their
sins. God opened her heart. God enlightened her mind.

THE CONSCIENCE IS AWAKENED

There is another important element in our make-up with which
God deals, and that is our conscience. Conscience is, if you like,
the echo of the voice of God in the heart of man, and even the
most debased man still has that flicker of conscience. Why? Be
cause he has been created in God's image and although by his sin
he has sadly defaced the image, still conscience is a fact. That is
why man is guilty when he sins, because he sins against the light.
Indeed, when Paul writes to the Romans, he says that that is what is
wrong with the Gentile world; they know what is the truth and
they suppress the truth. Men either reject that which conscience
bids them do or they just ignore it.

If you are a parent, you know how you can say something to a
child and the child proceeds to do exactly the opposite. Now
sometimes it may be through sheer obstinacy or just downright
disobedience. On the other hand, it may be that you speak to him
he may say, "But you did not say so-and-so to me." But you did,
and he heard it; but he heard it, as it were, from a distance. He
was concentrating on something else, and so the voice he heard was
just a voice, and it did not really register, it did not impinge on
his mind. Now, very often, I feel that there are many consciences
in that semi-dormant condition. The Word of God comes to them.
It may be that they are in church, hearing the Word read and hear
ing the Word preached, and somehow it is just there in the semi
remote distance; it does not come home.

But then something happens. God opens the heart. God speaks
to the conscience, and things are suddenly completely different.
When the conscience is awakened, I realise that this Word is for me.
lt has got a very personal application. When a man's conscience is
aroused, he can no longer accept it as just a word to people in
general. lt now becomes a word with an intensely direct application
to him. Did I believe, before, in God as the Creator? Now I come
to see that He is my Creator, and if He is my Creator, He has a
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right to do with me what He will; and if He is my Creator, He
has a right to demand from me complete and utter submission to
His will. Not only that: if He is my Creator, and if He has these
rights over me, then I realise with an awful horror that, far from
having had complete sway over me, I have been rebelling; I have
been asserting my own independence; I have been wanting to plan
my own life. I realise the blunt and brutal fact that I am a sinner.
Conscience is being awakened and God is bringing me to realise
that against Him I have sinned.

GOD MOVES THE FEELINGS

God opened her heart. He enlightened her mind. He awoke her
conscience. I believe, also, that if God stirs the heart it means that
God moves our feelings. Now I know that in matters of religion
and spiritual experience we are very dubious about our feelings. I
think it is a good thing that we are, because we can be carried in the
wrong direction by them. Yet, because we are called to test our
feelings, we must not reject them altogether. We are not, after all,
just cold intellects, and indeed even when we make decisions about
what is right and what is wrong, we are not acting as coldly
impartial judges. We are emotional people, in the sense that our
feelings play a very real part in our thinking and in our acting,
and that applies to matters of right and wrong.

Let me give you an illustration. You read in the paper of some
particularly foul crime. You know how you feel absolutely sickened
by it; there is a complete sense of revulsion. This thing is so foul
you just feel a recoil from it. Or on the other side, and how this
applies to all of us, if there is some particular line of action which
appeals to us, even though we know it is not according to the will
of God; if there is some particular sin which draws us on, we know
how there is a warmth from within, and a feeling of response, a
feeling of being drawn in that direction. Our feelings impel us
along a certain line, and our feelings when they impel us toward sin,
can be overwhelmingly strong. But when God does this work, this
gracious work of opening the heart, He moves the feelings in a
different direction. He stirs us to the very depths, and when God
stirs a man, well, then his feelings are stirred.

He brings a distaste for sin. I have spoken of the sense of sick
ness, or of disgust, when we read about some foul crime. God
brings that same kind of disgust, not with the crime of someone
in the dock there of whom we are reading, but a disgust with our
own sin-not with this particular sin, or that particular sin, no,
with sin as a whole attitude of spiritual independence, with sin as a
whole attitude of rebellion against God. I begin to feel utterly
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disgusted with myself because of what I am. Not just because of
what I have done but because of what I am in my very nature,
because I know that this and that sin is simply a manifestation of
the state of my heart.

God stirs a man's feelings so that he begins to detest and loathe
and abhor the sin in which he finds himself. But God stirs his
feelings also so that now there is a longing to have this thing dealt
with. Now there is the beginning of a feeling and groping and a
desiring after God. God has aroused him, and now he must seek
after the One who has spoken to him. The more he is aware of
this longing after God, so the more he detests the sin which has
brought the breach between him and his Creator.

His feelings at this point are very often in a state of complete
turmoil. There comes the element of discouragement. He wants to
know God. He does want to serve Him and yet he is conscious of
his sin and his failure. He is longing to do what will please God,
and yet he finds how weak and helpless he is and discouragement.
at times, almost seems to overwhelm him. There are times, too.
when he begins to move towards the light and he is dismayed by the
prospect. He thinks what it is going to involve; how it will involve
his relationship with others; how it is going to turn his whole world
upside down ,and he almost recoils at the prospect. Sometimes a
person in that state can be in a thoroughly unhappy condition
unable to go forward; unable to go back; wanting to believe, and
yet somehow not able to believe; wanting really to know Christ.
and feeling just. as it were, in a complete impasse. God stirs the
feelings, and the initial stirrings can sometimes seem to us such
a turmoil that we seem to be worse than we were before. Is that
not why, sometimes, people come to church to hear the Word of
God preached, and they go out and they feel, "Well, I thought I
was going to have something helpful, something comforting perhaps,
something strengthening, and instead of that the Word has left me
in a complete whirl. I do not know where I am. I am in a
complete turmoil."

I believe, very often, that is how God begins to work. He does
bring us into this turmoil, because you see, He is turning everything
upside down. He is stirring us. He is opening our hearts for the
incoming of His Word. It is rather like the surging, rising tide,
coming on irresistibly, and yet not uniformly. A waves comes up,
and the next wave does not seem to come so far, but gradually,
imperceptibly, irresistibly, the tide comes in. So when God is at
work in a man's life there may be a period of turmoil, a period
when he feels that he is worse even than when he began to think
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about these things. He may feel at times that he would even like to
go back to the old ways, and yet he knows that he cannot do that.
He finds himself gradually, slowly, by the merciful working of God,
being impelled forward, as God opens the heart and stirs the
feelings.

GOD MOVES THE WILL
We reach the climax of it when God moves the will. When we

speak about the will, we speak about that decision to act, that
determination to take a certain course; and the will is moved when
God impels a man to take a certain step, and to move in a certain
direction. It is when God enlightens a man's mind that he sees
God for the first time and desires to know Him. It is when God
awakens a man's conscience that he begins to loathe the sin which
holds him back from God. It is when God stirs a man's feelings
that he is impelled in this direction, that he acts. Indeed, our
feelings, when God stirs them, can act as a means of arousing the
sleeper. When God comes in His mighty, irresistible power, stirring
mind and conscience and feeling, He impels us to act. This is
something utterly different from the man who screws up his courage
to take a certain step. This is poles apart from the man who decides
that now he is going to follow God and walk in the paths of
righteousness. Utterly different from that! If you make that kind
of firm resolve. it will go on the rocks before long. No, when God
impels a man to act, when this is a result of the mighty work of
God's Spirit, then the sleeper is awakened, and he moves in the right
direction. Lydia acted. God opened her heart, and what happened?
She gave heed to the word which Paul spoke. That was the decisive
step she took that day. She listened to what Paul had to say.

What had Paul to say? Well, it is quite obvious when you read
Paul's writings what he would have been talking about. He had
only one theme. He approached it, now from this angle, now from
that, but it was always one theme-JEsus CHRIST AND HIM
CRUCIFIED. This was the theme which thrilled Paul's heart. He
delighted to declare it to men and women, that God sent His Son
to be the Saviour of the world; that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners. This was what Paul would be talking to her
about. He would talk about sin and about judgment, and he would
seek to exalt the Saviour as the One, the only One, who could save
from sin and give her peace with God. She gave heed to the Word
that day because God had awakened her.

THE WORD IS THE INSTRUMENT
You notice how the whole way through the Word of God plays

its part. It is through the Word of God that He awakens our minds.

It
I

I
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It is the Word which is the Spirit's instrument for enlightening our
understanding. It is through the Word that He stings our conscience.
It is when God takes these solemn words which speak of judgment
that He awakens us to our lost condition. It is when God speaks
of an eternity without Christ and without hope that He awakens
many a man to realise his need. God rouses our conscience through
His holy Word. It is through the Word that He stirs our feelings;
stirs us into 10ngings for holiness, into a deep desire to know Him.
It is as the Word clears the mind and awakens the conscience and
moves the wiIJ, that we give heed completely to this Word. We
embrace it. We are ready to listen to it. Oh, but I am sure Lydia
had heard it before, in the sense of hearing the Word of the Old
Testament Scripture which pointed forward to Christ; but now she
heard it in all its fulness. She heard the complete message of the
gospel and she accepted it wholeheartedly.

Here is an evident sign when a man has been awakened. No
longer does he try and trim the Word to suit himself. He receives
it gladly. He does not try to qualify it now. He is prepared to
submit to it. This is the evidence that is so often sadly lacking in
the lives of some who would call themselves Christians. When they
listen to the gospel, they are always thinking in terms of reservations.
They are thinking of how to qualify this message, how to adjust it
to their circumstances or their liking; but when God opens a man's
heart, when God stirs him, he receives the message in its totality;
not trying to adjust it, but submitting himself fully to it. What does
it mean to submit to the Word? Surely it simply means to submit
to the One of whom the Word speaks. Of whom does the Word
speak? Well, it speaks of JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED.

GOD SPEAKING

It was a quiet work done that day but it was a deep work. as God
opened Lydia's heart and she gave heed to the Word of the gospel.
You and I are met tonight in a place, just as in Philippi, where
prayer is wont to be made. We have listened, as Lydia doubtless
listened that day, to the Word of God being read, and we have
joined in prayer together, and it may be that God has been stirring
some hearts tonight. It may be that God has been opening minds
tonight. It may be someone who for years has believed in God, but
tonight you have begun to see Him as never before, and it has not
been because of some word of man, because the word of man is
such a poor and paltry thing really. It is because God has been
speaking, and you have seen Him as you have never seen Him
before. I believe it may be that God has been speaking to some
conscience tonight, and no longer is it merely the acknowledgment
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of some sin of past years or some failure. It has been something
far deeper; there has been an awareness of the whole life out of
touch. Has God been stirring the feelings? Maybe He has been
stirring them for a long time, and there has been the growth of this
longing after Him; really to know Him; really to know that sin
has been forgiven; really to know that you are right with God;
really to know that you are sure of heaven. Has this been happening
and you are wondering what next? Well, I say, if God has been
opening your heart, if God has been awakening you, it is simply
in order that He might point you to the answer, to His answer,
which is THE LoRD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF.

If He has been doing this work of preparation, it may have been
with some as with the Philippian jailor. a thing that has happened
tonight for the first time; or it may be as doubtless with Lydia,
something in which there has been a period of preparation, but you
are conscious that this is something which God has been doing.
You have not been resolving to live differently or anything of that
sort. God has been speaking. Well, may I bring you, as it were,
to the end of the path? No, let God bring you to the end of that
path, and at the end of that path there is a cross. That cross which
speaks of the One who came into the world for sinners, and bled
and died-but it is an empty cross, for He rose again from the
dead. He is at the right hand of Power tonight. I want to point you
to HIM. I want to ask you if you have really come to trust in Him
as your Saviour? Tonight I am calling you to trust in Him-oh,
not to do something in your own strength but to come as a result
of this deep working that God has been doing, because you know
He has been at work, and tonight you are seeking to turn by His
power and to put your trust in Jesus Christ as your Saviour. God
opened her heart. She gave heed to the Word. She trusted in
Christ, and she rejoiced that day that her sin was dealt with. She
knew her Saviour. What rejoicing there would be in the courts of
heaven if tonight there were those in this very congregation who
perhaps for years have struggled with this question, but tonight as
God speaks, they have turned to Christ and they hear Him saying,
"Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out."
Cambridge. HERBERT M. CARSON.

•
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OUR YOUNG FOI..I(S' PAGE

"BLESSED ARE ALL THEY THAT WAIT FOR HIM" ,.

ANDREW BELTON was pastor (many years ago) of a little church in
a small town. The members of the church undertook to support ,~

their minister; but, being mostly poor people, they could not pro-
mise him more than sixty pounds a year. The sum sounds absurd
to our ears; but in those days, though he was poor enough, the
young minister did manage to support his wife Mary and their three
little ones. Mary was as clever as possible in her contrivances for
feeding and clothing the family; and as both she and Andrew were
sure that they were in the place of God's appointing, the household
was happy and content.

The pastor's salary was paid every quarter, so that the fifteen
pounds he received on New Year's Day had to cover all expenses
until April the First. It happened that in one quarter there had been
unusual demands on the money, chiefly through illness among the
children; and the result was that all the money was spent several
weeks before the next quarter-day came round. Andrew and Mary
were both very anxious to keep out of debt, for they believed that
"Owe no man anything" was as binding as "Thou shalt not steal."
So, as often before, they were much in prayer, asking the Lord to
supply their daily needs until the next instalment of the salary
arrived. And this He did, for through unexpected little gifts. to
gether with the most careful economy, the Beltons were safely
brought through to the end of the quarter.

At ten o'clock on the proper day, Deacon Smith's expected
knock was heard, and Mary took him at once to her husband's
study. Mr. Smith was a good, kind old man, a great support to the
minister in his work, and very sympathetic towards him and his
family. After a little general conversation, the deacon slowly drew
from his pocket the well-known bag, the bag containing the gold
and silver due to the pastor. But instead of emptying it out as
usual and counting the contentns, the old man paused, and Andrew
saw that he was sad and worried. The minister waited, and at last
the deacon began to speak. "I'm sorry, Mr. Belton, but I'm afraid
I've bad news for you." "Why, what can it be, Mr. Smith?" said
Andrew. "Well, sir," said the old man, "you know that several
families have emigrated lately, and I'm afraid they've gone without



l.. ···.'... .<: The Gospel Magazine 113

1

I

paying their arrears. As a matter of fact, this sort of thing has
been going on quite a while, and I've been making up the difference
myself. But I find I can't do that any longer."

"This is bad news," said Andrew, trying to speak cheerfully;
"but I can't have you doing that sort of thing. How much extra
have you been giving?"

"Oh, that's all right." said the deacon; "I was thankful to do it,
and only wish I could go on. But I can't; and now I must pay you
less than the church promised you."

"How much less is it?" said Andrew, "for I really can't afford
any reduction." "Four pounds," said Mr. Smith sadly. "Four
pounds! then you have only brought me eleven, instead of fifteen,"
said the minister. The deacon with tears in his eyes slowly counted
out the money. Andrew could not help a heavy sigh; but he signed
the account-book as usual, and tried to speak words of faith and
trust as he saw his friend to the door. Poor Mr. Smith! he went
away with a heavy heart, his cry going up to the Heavenly Father on
behalf of his beloved pastor.

Andrew closed the front door; Mary, who had been eagerly
waiting, ran out of the kitchen. At once she knew that a blow
had fallen. She listened in silence as her husband told her exactly
what had taken place, looking up at him wistfully. "And oh
darling!" said Andrew, "how often I've preached about this sort
of thing! I've told the people that sometimes the Lord will wait
to be gracious, that sometimes He lets us get right into the depths
just to show how wonderfully He can deliver! It is so, Mary, you
know it. Perhaps this is our 'last distressing hour' as the hymn says,
when 'the Lord displays delivering power.' "

Mary smiled up at Andrew through her tears. She turned back
to the kitchen, thankful that her duties there could not keep her
from lifting up her heart to God; and she was not surprised when
Andrew called out cheerfully that he was going out for a walk
"just for about an hour, Mary!"

Andrew strode off quickly. He would go down the hill, cross the
bridge over the river, mount the opposite hill, and then return.
His mind was entirely taken up by the new and unexpected difficulty.
The four pounds was needed for the house-rent, due almost at once,
and for several things that must be bought. Thoughts flooded his
soul; but insistently came the verse, "Call upon Me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." Seeing and
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hearing -nothing around him, the young man applied himself to
prayer as he walked quickly on. He told the Lord how much he
and Mary would miss this four pounds, that they did not see how
they could possibly manage without it. He reminded God that all
the silver and gold in the world were His; and he pleaded that the
Lord would by some kind providence make up this sum. The
words of Scripture seemed (as always) just fitted to his case, and
Andrew prayed, "Thou Who savest by Thy right hand them that
put their trust in Thee, send us help from the sanctuary, and
strengthen us out of Zion. Oh Lord God, Thou gavest drink to
Israel out of the flinty rock; Thou didst rain upon them bread from
heaven. Art Thou not the same today? Hear the cry of Thy poor
servants, and supply now our need, according to Thy riches in
glory by Christ Jesus."

In such words Andrew was still pouring out his heart in prayer,
when a voice arrested him-"Weeping may endure for the night,
but joy cometh in the morning." Greatly moved, Andrew looked
round to see who had spoken. There was nobody there; he was
quite alone. His walk had brought him to the top of the opposite
hill; now he turned to hurry home, a transformed man. "Joy! joy
is coming! Praise the Lord, He has heard our prayer! "

Mary heard her husband hasten into the house; she looked out,
amazed at his radiant face. "Oh Andrew, have you heard good
news?" she asked eagerly. "Yes, I have, Mary, news from heaven! "
He told her what had happened, and went on: "I'm sure it's
all right, Mary; it won't be long before we hear something to
gladden our hearts. I am utterly convinced that the Lord has
heard our prayer."

They had not long to wait. That afternoon about three o'clock,
the postman called. He brought a letter in an unknown hand
writing. The postmark was of a town nearly three hundred miles
away. Inside the envelope was a sheet of paper, with two lines of
shaky writing: "To the Rev. Mr. Belton, with Dr. Brown's kind
regards." It enclosed a money order-for four pounds.

I gather that Dr. Brown's name was not unknown to the Beltons,
but they had never met him, or had any kind of communication
with him. Their first feeling was of awed reverence; they almost
shrank from this wonderful contact with the power and loving
kindness of their God. Like Jacob at Bethel, they exclaimed, "Surely
the Lord is in this place-how dreadful is this place! This is the
gate of heaven." But fear and dread were soon lost in "wonder,
love, and praise."

- - ....._.._~_.~~,.._--~-- l



The Gospel Magazine

"Then let our humble faith address
His mercy and His power;

We shall obtain delivering grace
In the distressing hour."

115

DAMARIS

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 97

The whole: A Christian should not "keep company" with this kind
of person.

1. Daughter of Leah.

2. The price of "a virtuous woman" is far above these.

3. Paul told Timothy that a woman must not this authority over
the man.

4. A prophetess who tried to frighten Nehemiah.

5. One of Job's beautiful daughters.

6. David said to her, "Blessed be thy advice."

7. Mary's exclamation on recognising the risen Lord.

8. Jewish wife of Felix, the governor.

SOLUTION OF No. 96

The whole: Temptation (Matt. 6: 13).

1. Terah (Gen. 11: 27 and 21: 3).

2. Eunice (2 Tim. 1: 5).

3. Milcom (l Kings 11: 33).

4. Pharisees (John 3: 1).

5. Tobiah (Nehem. 2: 19).

6. Aquila (Acts 18: 2).

7. Teresh (Esther 2: 21, 22).

8. Israel (Luke 1: 80).

9. Obed-edom (2 Sam. 6: 11).

10. Nazareth (Matt. 4: 13).
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WELLSPRINGS

"GOD IS GOOD"

"But now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off, are made
nigh by the Blood of Christ."-EpHESIANS 2 : 13.

"For all Thy gifts, we bless Thee, Lord, , ,
But chiefly for our heavenly food;
Thy pardoning grace, Thy quickening Word,
These prompt our song that 'GOD IS GOOD.' "

J. H. Gurney, 1838.

YES, God is good. This is one of the first things that the child of
God realises with a thankful heart. "0 give thanks unto the LoRD
(Jehovah), for He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever. Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the
hand of the enemy" (Psalm 107 : 1, 2).

"LET THE REDEEMED SAY SO"

"Let the redeemed of the Lord say so." If they do not, who
would give thanks and make known His goodness and mercy? It is
often said that God has His witnesses everywhere. But if they are
silent, "secret believers," how are others to hear? "And how shall
they hear without a preacher?" (Romans 10: 14). But preaching
is not necessarily always and only done in pulpit or on platform in
public. The church is being built "one by one," and many will
agree that more precious souls are reached by individual conversa
tion. The apostle Paul told Timothy to "Do the work of an
evangelist" (2 Timothy 4: 5).

We have so many opportunities, and when, by the help and
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we do speak of "the things of the
Lord," we shall be surprised very often at the ready response.
Many are going about hungry and thirsty after righteousness, but
no man cares for their soul. They long to know the way of peace,
but are ignorant of the way of salvation, and of Him who said, "I
am the way, the truth and the life" (John 14.: 6).

A mind at perfect peace with God,
Oh, what a word is this,
A sinner reconciled through blood,
This, this indeed is peace!

I
I
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By nature and by practice far,
How very far from God,
Yet how by grace brought nigh to Him,
Through faith in Jesus' blood.

Catesby Paget, 1855.

"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God" (Romans 10 : 17). What an honour and privilege to be among
those of whom it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things! " (Romans 10: 15).

"BE INSTANT, IN SEASON, OUT OF SEASON"

We are living in the Day of Grace, "the acceptable year of the
Lord," which the Lord Jesus Christ preached in the synagogue at
Nazareth. At His first Advent, the Law Dispensation was com
pleted and the Dispensation of Grace began. "Now is the day of
salvation" (2 Corinthians 6: 2). "Preach the Word; be instant
(urgent, importunate) in season, out of season" (2 Timothy 4 : 2).
"Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, and my Redeemer"
(Psalm 19: 14).

REDEMPTION THROUGH CHRIST'S BLOOD"

What is it that makes the difference to sinners "far of!" from
God," "dead in trespasses and sins," that they are "made nigh"
and "alive unto God"? At one time they are told: "Your iniquities
have separated between you and your God and your sins have hid
His face from you" (Isaiah 59 : 2). But they are later assured,
"There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus" (Romans 8 : 1).

What has cleared the soul of sin, that it is now "sanctified and
meet for the Master's use"? In Hebrews 9 : 22 we read "Without
shedding of blood is no remission" (i.e.. no forgiveness of sins). But,
by the goodness and mercy of God, we have a Redeemer, the Lord
Jesus Christ, "in whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace"
Ephesians 1 : 7).

"Nothing can for sin atone-
Nothing but the blood of Jesus" (R.LOwry).

"For as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with cor
ruptible things as silver and gold ... but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a Iamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter
1 : 18, 19).

I •. &
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What a great contrast those two small words "but now" indicate!
Once "far off," and "at that time without Christ, ... having no
hope" (Ephesians 2 : 12). "But now," in Christ, quickened (i.e.,
made alive, born again), reconciled, at peace with God, rejoicing in
hope, accepted in the Beloved, justified. "But He was wounded for
our transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise
ment of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed" (Isaiah 53 : 5). Now no longer enemies, but friends. "The
Father Himself loveth you," and "the peace of God which passeth
all understanding" is ours.

APPROACH TO GOD

"But now ... made nigh" means much more even than redemp
tion, reconciliation and justification; for now, sinners that we are
(though saved by grace), we can approach God. "Ye are not your
own, for ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God's" (1 Corinthians 6 : 20).
You are His children, and as such cry "Abba, Father." "For
through Him we both (Jew and Gentile) have access by one Spirit
unto the Father" (Ephesians 2 : 18). Here we have a marvellous
"wondrous thing" revealed to us-the three Persons of the Trinity
working in unity on our behalf.

TRUE WORSHIP

Does not this draw out our hearts in true worship? "But the
hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship Him" (John 4 : 22). In the spiritual life of the children of
God, growth in grace, the fruit of the Spirit, service for the Master,
maintenance of good works, all follow, but the highest of all is
worship. God looks for worship, the adoration of our hearts, first
of all. "That we should be to the praise of His glory" (Ephesians
1 : 12). "Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool;
for He is holy" (Psalm 99: 5). "Give unto the Lord the glory due
unto His Name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness (or in
His glorious sanctuary)" (Psalm 29 : 2).

"0 Lord, Thy goodness now display,
Through the Redeemer's blood;

Constraining all Thy saints to say,
That 'GOD IS TRULY GOOD.' "

Richard Burnham.

A.D.R.
Southbourne, February, 1962.
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PROTESTANT BEACON

BEST REFUTAnON OF ROMANISM

WILLET'S "SYNOPSIS PAPISMI"
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As the lives, walk, and triumphs of the renowned of ancient Israel
are so recorded in God's scripture of truth, so we believe that the
commemoration of the births and deaths of those who have been
called to be masters in Israel, at various times, is profitable to
posterity. In so doing, we believe that it is likewise acceptable and
well-pleasing in the sight of God. inasmuch as we desire to testify
to what He hath wrought, and to give glory unto His name.
"When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and gave
gifts unto men . . . pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ" (Eph. 4: 8, 11, 12). God is the sole author of every good
and perfect gift (James 1: 17). That God may have the praise,
and the reader the profit, of a godly example, we record some of the
events of the life and death of the pious and laborious DR. ANoREW
WILLET (1562-1621), on the occasion of the quater-centenary of his
birth.

I.-PERSECUTION OF HIS PARENTS IN MARY'S REIGN

Andrew's father was Thomas WiIIet, a grave divine, who was
chaplain to Dr. Cox, schoolmaster under Edward VI, our England's
young Josiah of blessed memory, after whose death, Dr. Cox being
in exile during the reign of Mary, Thomas WiIIet was not only
deprived of his service, but was likewise enforced, for his conscience,
to forsake his first promotion in the church of Windsor, and to
betake himself to the house of a gentleman who, as a faithful
Obadiah (1 Kings 18: 4), hid him in those days of popish perse
cution. His wife in the meantime lived in a farm near Reading,
whither secretly he had recourse unto her now and then; and here
to pass over many dangers, which both he and his wife hardly
escaped oftentimes, before those clouds of trouble were blown over.

At last, Queen Mary being dead, Elizabeth was proclaimed
Queen of England, to the great joy al1d comfort of the poor
afflicted Protestants. Now Dr. Cox, with other ministers, were
recalled from their banishment, and he, by Queen Elizabeth, was
advanced to the bishopric of Ely. Thomas WiIIet then repaired unto
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him, was lovingly embraced, and by his influence had the living of
Thurcaston, in Leicestershire. Soon after this, Thomas Willet
moved to the parsonage of BARLEY, in Hertfordshire.

n.-BIRTH AND EDUCATION OF ANDREW WILLET

Andrew Willet was born at Ely in 1562. He had instruction in the
rudiments of grammar in the collegiate school of Ely, "where,"
says his biographer, "I have heard his schoolmaster say that he was
the most industrious of all his scholars; his eye and countenance had
the characters of ingenuity, and in quickness of apprehension,
strength of memory, and solid judgment, he outstripped his fellows
and so became the delight of his teacher." His parents were under
a necessity of inventing different kinds of recreation in order to
draw him from too close an application to his books, which en
dangered his health. At about fourteen years of age, his father sent
him to the university, under the care of Dr. Andrew Perne, then
master of Peterhouse, Cambridge. He afterwards removed to Christ
College, where meeting with George Downham, William Perkins,
and others of like standing, a laudable emulation took place amongst
them.

After he had spent thirteen years in the university, his father, now
advanced in years, resigned his rectory at Barley, which by favour
of Queen Elizabeth, was conferred upon the son, Andrew. He
read so much and assimilated so well what he read, that he, as well
as another contemporary, John Rainolds, was justly called "a living
library." He was not only diligent in his study but most laborious
in his proper work of the ministry, constantly preaching three times
weekly in Barley church:

IlL-VALUABLE PRODUCTIONS OF HIS PEN
Dr. Willet obtained a great degree of favour, wherever truth was

understood;, by the numerous and valuable productions of his pen.
One of his voluminous productions appeared in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, entitled "SYNOPSIS PAPISMI, or, a General View of
Papistrie." This work, which was dedicated to the Queen, contains
upwards of thirteen hundred pages in folio. It is one of the best
refutations of Popery that was ever published. In this work, says
Augustus M. Toplady, no less than fifteen hundred errors and
heresies are charged against Rome, and most ably refuted.

"Though he wrote against the unmeaning and superstitious prac
tice of bowing at the name of Jesus, and was a sufferer in the cause
of nonconformity," writes Benjamin Brook, "yet, being so excellent
a man, so peaceable in his behaviour, and so moderate in his prin-
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ciples, he was enabled to keep his benefice to the day of his death."
"He was a person," says Thomas Fuller, "of a sound judgment,
admirable industry, a pious life, and bountiful above his ability."
He is classed among the learned writers and fellows of Christ's
College, Cambridge. John Strype denominates him "a learned and
zealous puritan."

He did not seek his own private contentment-his care was to
improve his talent, not to hide it. From the commencement of his
literary publications, every year after, during his whole life, the
printer heard something or other of him; either some new book,
or some renewed edition of an old, was prepared for him. No
stranger can imagine the vast amount of real learning to be found
in his commentaries on Scripture. Among others, he wrote com
mentaries on the first four books of the Old Testament, but his
"SYNOPSIS PAPISMI" is his most celebrated work, and has passed
through many editions. The Reformation Society reprinted this
work in 1852, in ten volumes, edited by Dr. J. Cumming, who wrote
in the Advertisement, "Willet's SYNOPSIS is the best English con
trast of the Protestant and Romish doctrines. It is a compressed,
clear, and learned compendium of the whole Controversy. Every
subject is treated in the fewest words-the arguments are the ablest
-most numerous. and most conclusive. . ." And Dr. Cumming
was one of the most gifted controversialists on Popery during the
19th century!

IV.-EXTRACTS FROM HIS PREFACE

From Willet's Preface to the work. written from Barley, October
1613. we give a few extracts.

It may seem strange, good Christian reader, that the gospel
having been taught amongst us by God's especial goodness and
mercy, now these four and fifty years, with great evidence of
truth, and most apparent conviction of the adversary, that there
yet should be found among us, whose ears are open to hear,
and their hearts more ready to believe lies, than to receive the
truth. What else should be the reason thereof, I cannot judge,
but that which the apostle rendereth, "Because they received
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved; God shall
send them strong delusions, that they should believe lies"
(2 Thess. 2: 11)....

For if our Saviour's rule do hold, as it must needs stand,
Ye shall know them by their friuts (Matt. 7: 16), how can that
religion be judged to be good that bringeth forth such bad
fruits as treachery, conspiracies, practices against princes and
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country, which things are notoriously known, and so fresh in
every man's memory, that for proof hereof I need not descend
to particulars. What aileth, then, these men, that they cannot
consent in religion with us? We build our faith only upon the
Scriptures-we seek only the glory of Christ, abasing ourselves
and our corrupt nature, only extolling grace. Which of these
can offend them? They enjoy their livings, whereas Protestants
were denied their lives; they have liberty, we were kept in
thraldom and misery; they grow rich and purchase, the Pro
testants could not hold their own. I cannot see, then, what it is
that should discontent them! Did not the prophet Ezekiel well
prophesy of such? "They do eat the good pasture, and tread
down the rest with their feet; they have drunk of the deep
waters, and troubled the residue with their feet" (EzekieI
34: 18). They are not content themselves to eat the fat and
drink the sweet of the land, but some of them (for I accuse
not all) have laboured and practised to disturb our peace, and to
trouble our quiet state. But, let us not, good brethren, be
offended at these things. . . .

Let not the number and multitude offend us of those which
do band themselves against the church: for so it must be,
Christ's flock is but a little flock (Luke 12: 32). Let us not be
afraid of their wisdom, power or strength; the Scripture teacheth
us that they in their generation are wiser than the children of
light; yet the Lord our God, that is with us, and fighteth for
us, is wiser and stronger than they. Let them not deceive us
with a show of holiness, for Satan can transform himself "into
an angel of light" (2 Cor. 11: 14)....

With them there is no peace to be had; their own doctors
teach that no reconciliation can be made between us; and in
deed, so it is, for there is no fellowship between light and
darkness. The Israelites were commanded, not to sow their
ground with divers seeds. nor to plough with an ox and an ass
(Deut. 22: 10). What is this else but that the Church of God
cannot consist of believers and idolators, Protestants and
Papists? Their seed and ours is divers; they sow the doctrines
of men and human traditions-we sow the seed of God's Word.
The ox is only fit for the Lord's plough that cheweth the cud
and divideth the hoof; the ass doth neither. Who is he that
divideth the hoof and cheweth the cud? He divideth the hoof,
that divideth and discerneth who is good and what evil; and
they chew the cud that do meditate of that which they hear out

fi
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of the Word. But such are not the common Catholics among
the Papists, for they do not allow everyone, the mistress, the
maid, the ploughman and artificer to talk: of Scripture, or move
questions and doubts in religion; and so make them asses, not
oxen to chew the cud. They say it belongeth not to every
Christian to discern between true and false doctrine, but they
must take their faith of their superiors, and obey them in all
things; and so neither would they have them divide the hoof,
taking from them their discerning judgment. There is no
agreement, therefore, to be looked for at their hands, no more

• than iron or clay can be tempered together (Dan. 2: 33). Their
old vessels cannot receive the new liquor of the Gospel; but
they must first become new themselves, they must put off their
beggarly robes of Popish ceremonies and superstitions or else
they shall never put on Christ. Let them return unto us, we
will not return unto them; as the Lord said to Jeremiah (Jer.
15: 19)....

The Pelagian heretics did hold three pernicious opinions;
first, that a man may be perfect in this life and keep all the
commandments. . . . So the Rhemists say, it is possible to
keep all the precepts of the law.... Secondly, the Pelagians
say that grace is given unto men only to this end, that they
may more easily do those things which they are commanded to
do by their own free will. So the Rhemists say that a man was I
never without a free will, but having the grace of Christ it is
truly free. What is this else, but that his free will is made more I

free, and that grace helpeth him not wholly to work, but more
easily only? Thirdly, the Pelagians hold that the grace of God
is not needful to be given at every assay, but that their free will
in most things is sufficient. So the Rhemists say that though
the Gentiles believed specially by God's grace, yet they believed
also of their own free will. What say they else but that a man
may believe by his own free will without grace?

The Manichees condemned the eating of flesh as being un
clean and impure. So the Papists also forbid at certain times
the eating of flesh. And herein they perhaps differ from the
Manichees. They held that flesh was unclean by creation; the
Papists by reason of the curse, for God cursed the earth and
not the waters, say they, and therefore upon fasting days fish
is preferred before flesh. . . . Compare now the opinion of the
Papists with these heretics: see if they be not cousin.germans.
. . . Thus far we thought good to show how near the Papists
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come to the heretics of old time, that it might appear to the
world that we do not unjustly charge them with heresy, and
that we have good cause to shun and abhor their poisoned
doctrine. . . . I have only by the way given a taste of the
bitter and sour doctrine of Popery; that our countrymen, which
have been any thing that way infected, may take warning, that
if they have sipped of the whore of Babylon's cup of fornica
tion, they should leave off before they have drunk more deeply,
lest they in the end be constrained to draw out the very dregs
thereof, and to be drunken with their intoxicate cup. . . .

Everywhere, both in this preface and in this whole book,
speaking of our adversaries, I call them PAPISTS, as we are
known by the name of Protestants. I suppose our English
Romanists will take no offence, or grieve hereby to be so
called, although I have heard that some of them hold great
scorn to be named Papists, yet I see no reason why they should
so do. The Rhemists like this name well enough, because it is
not derived from anyone man but from their popes and chief
bishops, to whom, say they, we are bound to cleave in religion
and obey in all things; so to be a Papist, say they, is to be a
Christian man, a child of the church, and a subject to Christ's
vicar. Seeing, then, this name pleaseth their ghostly Fathers of
Rheims so well, there is no reason why they should mislike it,
and therefore we will use it still as best expressing their pro
fession, who are pinned upon the Pope's sleeve for their faith
and religion.

•

V.-HIS HOUSEHOLD

Let us begin at home: there every wise man's care should first
be seen, but especially the vigilancy of a prudent minister of God.
"For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he
take care of the church of God" (I Tim. 3: 5). "It was my happi
ness," wrote Dr. P. Smith, son-in-law of Andrew WilIet, "to make
abode under his roof, so that I can truly say of him, as Irenreus
said of Polycarpus, I knew his goings out and comings in, the
form of his life, the figure of countenance, his discourses with his
neighbours, and his fatherly admonitions to his family. And as I
heard them diligently, so I set them down, not in paper, but in my
heart. His house was a little model of a church and house of God;
here morning and evening sacrifices were offered unto God daily.
His children after supper read some part of Holy Scripture, and he
required of everyone present that they should remember some one
sentence or other; and afterwards he himself, as he thought con-
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venient, would rehearse the same again, adding some exposition,
and now and then something of application to them. He knew the
precept, Deut. 6: 7: 'And thou shalt rehearse them continually
unto thy children,' and the practice of Abraham, commended of
God for that he would 'command his children and his household
after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment' (Gen. 18: 19); and the resolution of faithful Joshua, 'But
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord' (Joshua 24: 15)."

V.-HIS LAST JOURNEY

In his Epistle dedicatory, prefixed to his "Hexapla" upon Exodus,
he uses this remarkable expression: "It is most honourable for a
soldier to die fighting, and for a bishop or pastor praying; and, if
my merciful God shall vouchsafe to grant me my request, my
earnest desire is, that in writing and commenting upon some part of
the scripture, I may finish my days." During the year 1621 he had
occasion to visit London, where he interviewed a stationer about
printing his "Hexapla in Leviticus," which he had then in hand and
intended after his return home to finish. But God had a greater
work in hand, the finishing of his life on earth.

In the midst of his way homeward, his horse stumbling, both
horse and rider fell to the ground, in which fall his right leg was
broken. Being lifted up and set upon his horse again, he rode to
Hoddesdon, where he turned into an inn, and sent for a bone-setter,
by whom, after his leg was set, he was directed to keep his bed
ten days. To this direction he willingly submitted, resolving to make
that place his study for the time, and almost his pupil too, for on the
two Sabbaths falling within those ten days, he gave exhortations
unto the people of the house. And on the other days he commanded
one of his sons, who there waited upon him, to write from his mouth
certain sweet and heavenly meditations upon that song of "Heze
kiah, king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recoyered of
his sickness. I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the
gates of the grave: I am deprived...." (Isaiah 38: 9-10). On the
tenth day after his fall, and having rested well during the greater
part of the night, he was awakened in the morning by the tolling of
a bell, when he entered into sweet conversation with his wife about
the joys of heaven. After singing with melody in their hearts to the
Lord, and unitedly presenting their supplications to God, he turned
himself in bed, and giving a deep groan, fell into a swoon. His wife
immediately called in assistance, and upon the application of suit
able means he recovered a little and raised himself up in bed, but
immediately said, "Let me alone, I shall be well, Lord Jesus"; and
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then resigned his happy soul to God, December 4th, 1621, aged
fifty-eight years.

Dr. WiIlet's remains were interred in the chancel of Barley
church, and a monumental inscription was erected to his memory,
of which the following is a translation:

Here lies
Andrew Willet, D.D.,

once Minister of this Church,
and a great ornament of the Church in general.

He died
December 4, 1621, in the 59th year of his age.

F.e.

TAKING HOLD

"Everyone that . .. taketh hold of My covenant."-Isaiah 56: 6.

AIl those who are the servants of the Lord
And to His covenant will take their hand,
And who will sound His praise with one accord,
Above the taint of this world they shall stand
And see in vision a far-stretching land.
They shall be joyful in His house of prayer
And have the safety for the contrite planned.
To reach such heights we may with boldness dare,
If we have once become the subjects of His care.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.

COMMUNION

From all absorbing interests of life
My soul withdraw, with Christ Himself to speak.
Remember that amid the noisy strife
He would that thou His love and grace wouldst seek.
He ever will uphold the frail and meek
And clothe them with the Holy Spirit's might.
If thou wilt go with Him to Hermon's peak,
A glorious vision shall entrance thy sight
And thy enraptured soul be bathed in calm delight.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway
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BUNYAN'S LONG IMPRISONMENT

127

A BRIEF ACCOUNT BY THE AUTHOR

(Grace A bounding to the Chief of Sinners,
paragraphs 318-339)

318. Having made profession of the glorious gospel of Christ a
long time, and preached the same about five years, I was appre
hended at a meeting of good people in the country (among whom,
had they let me alone, I should have preached that day, but they
took me away from amon~st them), and had me before a justice;
who, after I had offered security for my appearing at the next
sessions, yet committed me, because my sureties would not consent
to be bound, that I should preach no more to the people.

TWELVE YEARS

319. At the sessions after I was indicted for an upholder and
maintainer of unlawful assemblies and conventicles, and for not
conforming to the national worship of the church of England; and
after some conference there with the justices, they taking my plain
dealing with them for a confession, as they termed it, of the indict
ment, did sentence me to a perpetual banishment, because I refused
to conform. So being again delivered up to the jailer's hands, I was
had home to prison, and there have lain now complete twelve years,
waiting to see what God would suffer these men to do with me.

320. In which condition I have continued with much content,
through grace, but have met with many turnings and goings upon
my heart, both from the Lord, Satan, and my own corruptions; by
all which (gll!lry be to Jesus Christ) I have also received among
many things, much conviction, instruction, and understanding, of

. which at large I shall not here discourse; only give you a hint or two,
a word that may stir up the godly to bless God, and to pray for me;
and also to take encouragement, should the case be their own-not
to fear what man can do unto them.

SCRIPTURES MADE TO SHINE

321. I have never had in all my life so great an inlet into the word
of God as now: those scriptures that I saw nothing in before, are
made in this place and state to shine upon me; Jesus Christ also
was never more real and apparent than now; here I have seen and
felt Him indeed: Oh! that word, We have not preached unto you
cunningly devised fables (2 Peter 1 : 16), and that, God raised
Christ from the dead, and gave Him glory. that our faith and hope

I .. ...
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might be in God (l Peter 1 : Zl), were blessed words unto me in this
my imprisoned condition.

322. These three or four scriptures also have been great refresh
ments in this condition to me: John 14 : 1-4; John 16: 33; Col. 3 :
3, 4; Hebrews 12 : 22-24. So that sometimes when I have been in
the savour of them, I have been able to laugh at destruction, and to
fear neither the horse nor his rider. I have had sweet sights of the
forgiveness of my sins in this place, and of my being with Jesus in
another world: Oh! the mount Sion, the heavenly Jerusalem, the
innumerable company of angels, and God the Judge of all, and the
spirits of just men made perfect. and Jesus, have been sweet unto
me in this place: I have seen that here, that I am persuaded I shall
never, while in this world, be able to express: I have seen a truth
in this scripture, Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though
now you see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable,
and full of glory (1 Peter 1 : 8).

323. I never knew what it was for God to stand by me at all
turns, and at every offer of Satan to afflict me, etc., as I have found
Him since I came in hither: for look how fears have presented
themselves, so have supports and encouragements; yea, when I have
started, even as it were, at nothing else but my shadow, yet God, as
being very tender of me, hath not suffered me to be molested, but
would with one scripture or another, strengthen me against all;
insomuch that I have often said, were it lawful, I could pray for
greater trouble, for the greater comfort's sake (Eec!. 7 : 14; 2 Cor.
1 : 5).

HOW TO ENCOUNTER DEATH

324. Before I came to prison, I saw what was coming, and had
especially two considerations warm upon my heart; .the first was,
how to be able to encounter death, should that be here my portion.
For the first of these, that scripture, Col. 1 : 11, was great informa
tion to me, namely, to pray to God to be strengthened with all might,
according to His glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering
with joyfulness. I could seldom go to prayer before I was
imprisoned; but for not so little as a year together, this sentence, or
sweet petition would, as it were, thrust itself into my mind, and
persuade me, that if ever I would go through long-suffering, I must
have all patience, especially if I would endure it joyfully.

325. As to the second consideration, that saying (2 Cor. 1 : 9)
was of great use to me, But we had the sentence of death in our
selves, that we shool~ not trust in ..ourselves, but in God, which
raiseth the dead. By this scripture I was made to see, That if ever
I would suffer rightly, I must first pass a sentence of death upon
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every thing that can properly be called a thing of life, even to reckon
myself, my wife, my children, my health, my enjoyments, and all as
dead to me, and myself as dead to them.

326. The second was to live upon God that is invisible, as Paul
said in another place; the way not to faint is, To look not on the
things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; ifor the
things that are seen are temporal, but the things that are not seen are
eternal. And thus I reasoned with myself, if I provide only for a
prison, then the whip comes at unawares; and so doth also the
pillory: Again, if I only provide for these, then I am not fit for
banishment. Further, if I conclude that banishment is the worst,
then if death comes, I am surprised: so that I see, the best way to
go through sufferings, is to trust in God through Christ, as touching
the world to come; and as touching this world, to count the grave
my house, to make my bed in darkness; to say to corruption, Thou
art my father, and to the worm, Thou art my mother and sister:
that is, to familiarise these things to me.

PARTING WITH WIFE AND CHILDREN

327. But notwithstanding these helps, I found myself a man and
compassed with infirmities; the parting with my wife and poor
children, hath often been to me in this place, as the pulling the
flesh from the bones, and that not only because I am somewhat too
fond of these great mercies, but also because I should have often
brought to my mind the many hardships, miseries, and wants that
my poor family was like to meet with, should I be taken from them,
especially my poor blind child, who lay nearer my heart than all
besides: Oh! the thoughts of the hardship I thought my poor blind
one might go under, would break my heart to pieces.

328. Poor child! thought I, what sorrow art thou like to have for
thy portion in this world! Thou must be beaten, must beg, suffer
hunger, cold, nakedness, and a thousand calamities, though I cannot
now endure the wind should blow upon thee. But yet recalling
myself, thought I, I must venture you all with God, though it goeth
to the quick to leave you: Oh! I saw in this condition I was as a
man who was pulling down his house upon the head of his wife and
children; yet, thought I, I must do it, I must do it: and now I
thought on those two milch kine that were to carry the ark of God
into another country, and to leave their calves behind them (l Sam.
6: 10·12).

329. But that which helped me in this temptation, was divers
considerations, of which, three in special here I will name, the first
was the consideration of these two scriptures, Leave thy fatherless
children, I will preserve them alive, and let thy widows trust in me:



and again, The Lord said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant,
verily, I will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil,
and in time of affliction (Jer. 46 : 11; 15 : 11).

330. I had also this consideration, that if I should not venture all
for God, I engaged God to take care of my concernments: but if
I forsook Him and His ways, for fear of any trouble that should
come to me or mine, then I should not only falsify my profession,
but should count also that my concernments were not so sure, if left
at God's feet, whilst I stood to and for His name, as they would be
if they were under my own care, though with the denial of the way
of God. This was a smarting consideration, and as spurs unto my
flesh. That scripture also greatly helped it to fasten the more upon
me, where Christ prays against Judas, that God would disappoint
him in his selfish thoughts, which moved him to sell his Master.
Pray read it soberly: Psalm 109 : 6-8, etc.

331. I had also another consideration, and that was, the dread
of the torments of hell, which I was sure they must partake of that
for fear of the cross, do shrink from their profession of Christ, His
words and laws before the sons of men: I thought also of the glory
that He had prepared for those that in faith, and love, and patience,
stood to His ways before them. These things, I say, have helped
me, when the thoughts of the misery that both myself and mine,
might for the sake of my profession be exposed to, hath lain
pinching on my mind.

332. When I have indeed conceited that I might be banished for
my profession, then I have thought of that scripture: They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the
sword, they wandered about in sheep-skins, and goat-skins, being
destitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom the world was not worthy;
for all they thought they were too bad to dwell and abide amongst
them. I have also thought of that saying, the Holy Ghost witnesseth
in every city, that bonds and afflictions abide me. I have verily
thought that my soul and it have sometimes reasoned about the sore
and sad estate of a banished and exiled condition, how they were
exposed to hunger, to cold, to perils, to nakedness, to enemies, and
a thousand calamities; and at last, it may be, to die in a ditch, like
a poor and desolate sheep. But I thank God, hitherto I have not
been moved by these most delicate reasonings, but I have rather, by
them, more approved my heart to God.

ASHAMED TO DIE WITH A PALE FACE

333. I will tell you a pretty business: I was once above all the
rest, in a very sad and low condition for many weeks; at which time
also, I being but a young prisoner, and not acquainted with the laws,
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had this lying much upon my spirits, that my imprisonment might
end at the [?allows for ought that I could tell. Now therefore Satan
laid hard at me, to beat me out of heart, by suggesting thus unto
me: But how if. when you come indeed to die, you should be in
this condition; that is. as not to savour the things of God. nor to
have any evidence upon your soul for a better state hereafter? (for
indeed at that time all the things of God were hid from my soul).

334. Wherefore, when I at first began to think of this, it was a
great trouble to me; for I thought with myself, that in the condition
I now was in, I was not fit to die, neither indeed did I think I could,
if I should be called to it; besides, I thought with myself, if I should
make a scrambling shift to clamber up the ladder, yet I should
either with quaking, or other symptoms of fainting, give occasion
to the enemy to reproach the way of God and His people for their
timorousness. This, therefore, lay with great trouble upon me, for
methought I was ashamed to die with a pale face, and tottering
knees, in such a cause as this.

335. Wherefore I prayed to God that He would comfort me, and
give me strength to do and suffer me what He should call me to; yet
no comfort appeared, but all continued hid: I was also at this time,
so really 1Jossessed with the thought of death, that oft I was as if I
was on a ladder with the rope about my neck; only this was some
encouragement to me; I thought I might now have an opportunity
to speak my last words to a multitude, which I thought would come
to see me die; and, thought I, if it must be so, if God will but convert
one soul by my very last words, I shall not count mylife thrown
away, nor lost.

336. But yet all the things of God were kept out of my sight, and
still the tempter followed me with, But whither must you go when
you die? what will become of you? where will you be found in
another world? what evidence have you for heaven and glory, and
an inheritance among them that are sanctified? Thus was I tossed
for many weeks, and knew not what to do; at last this consideration
fell with weight upon me, that it was for the word and way of God
that I was in this condition, wherefore I was engaged not to flinch
an hair's breadth from it.

337. I thought also, that God might choose whether He would
give me comfort now, or at the hour of death; but I might not there
fore choose whether I would hold my profession or no: I was
bound, but He was free; yea, 'twas my duty to stand to His word,
whether He would ever look upon me or save me at the last:
wherefore, thought I, save the point being thus, I am for going on,
and venturing my eternal state with Christ, whether I have comfort



here or no; if God doth not come in, thought I, I will leap off the
ladder even blindfold into eternity, sink or swim, come heaven,
come hell, Lord Jesus, if Thou wilt catch me, do; if not, I will
venture for Thy name.

338. I was no sooner fixed in this resolution, but the word
dropped upon me, Doth Job serve God for nought? As if the
accuser had said, Lord, Job is no upright man, he serves Thee for
bye-respects: hast Thou not made an hedge about him, etc. But put
forth now Thine hand, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse
Thee to Thy face. How now! thought I, is this the sign of an upright
soul, to desire to serve God, when all is taken from him? Is he a
godly man that will serve God for nothing, rather than give out!
Blessed be God! then I hope I have an upright heart, for I am
resolved (God giving me strength) never to deny my profession,
though I have nothing at all for my pains: and as I was thus con
sidering, that scripture was set before me: Psalm 44 : 12, etc.

339. Now was my heart full of comfort; for I hoped it was
sincere: I would not have been without this trial for much; I am
comforted every time I think of it, and I hope I shall bless God for
ever, for the teaching I have had by it. Many more of the dealings
towards me I might relate, But these out of the spoils woft in battle
I have dedicated to maintain the house of God (1 Chron. 26: 27).

THE CONCLUSION

1. Of all the temptations that ever I met with in my life, to
question the being of God, and truth of His gospel is the worst, and
the worst to be borne; when this temptation comes, it takes away
my girdle from me, and removeth the foundation from under me:
Oh! I have often thought of that word, Have your loins girt about
with truth; and of that, When the foundations are destroyed, what
can the righteous do?

2. Sometimes, when after sin committed, I have looked for sore
chastisement from the hand of God, the very next that I have had
from Him, hath been the discovery of His grace. Sometimes, when
I have been comforted, I have called myself a fool for my so sinking
under trouble. And then again, when I have been cast down, I
thought I was not wise, to give such way to comfort; with such
strength and weight have both these been upon me.

3. I have wondered much at this one thing, that though God doth
visit my soul with never so blessed a discovery of Himself, yet I
have found again, that such hours have attended me afterwards, that
I have been in my spirit so filled with darkness, that I could not so
much as once conceive what that God and that comfort was, with
which I have been refreshed.

I
I.
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4. I have sometimes seen more in a line of the Bible. than I could
well tell how to stand under; and yet at another time. the whole
Bible hath been to me as dry as a stick; or rather, my heart hath
been so dead and dry unto it. that I could not conceive the least
dram of refreshment. though I have looked it all over.

5. Of all fears. they are best that are made by the blood of Christ;
and of all joy. that is the sweetest that is mixed with mourning over
Christ: Oh. it is a goodly thing to be on our knees, with Christ in
our arms. before God: I hope I know something of these things.

6. I find to this day seven abominations in my heart: 1, Inclining
to unbelief; 2. Suddenly to forget the love and mercy that Christ
manifesteth; 3, A leaning to the works of the law; 4, Wanderings
and coldness in prayer; 5, To forget to watch for that I pray for;
6. Apt to murmur because I have no more, and yet ready to abuse
what I have; 7, I can do none of those things which God commands
me, but my corruptions will thrust in themselves. When I would do
good, evil is present with me.

7. These things I continually see and feel, and am afflicted and
oppressed with, yet the wisdom of God doth order them for my
good; I, They make me abhor myself; 2, They keep me from
trusting my heart; 3, They convince me of the insufficiency of all
inherent righteousness; 4. They show me the necessity of flying to
Jesus; 5, They press me to pray unto God; 6, They show me the
need I have to watch to be sober; 7, And provoke me to pray unto
God, through Christ, to help me, and carry me through this world.

JOHN BUNYAN.

OUR HARVEST OF THE PAST

The tenderness and sweetness of the past
Will be our harvest in the realm unseen:
In blessedness which will for ever last
We shall enjoy again what once has been.
Our woe will be transfigured in Heaven's sheen,
And all the lovely hues of flowers that fade
Will be a rainbow in our sky serene.
For all the errors which our failings made
Our soul in that fair clime will be by God repaid.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

CHRIST GLORIFIED IN HIS PEOPLE

.A SERMON BY THE REV. J. HARINGTON EVANS, M.A.

"And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified
in them."-JoHN 17: 10.

THERE are two senses, in which the first clause of this verse may be
taken; "All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine" may mean
things-'All things that I have are Thine, and all that Thou hast are
Mine'; or it may mean persons-'All those whom I have are Thine,
and all those whom Thou hast are Mine.' And this refers us to the
fifteenth verse of the former chapter: "All things that the Father
hath are Mine."

There appears in this passage one of those many indirect and
unanswerable proofs of the essential Deity of our Lord with which
the Scriptures abound; and to that order of proof I most affection
ately call your minds. We have in the Bible many direct and positive
proofs of that truth; and we have thousands of indirect proofs of the
same truth, which are equally unanswerable, but too often passed
over.

If it be true, 'All things which the Father hath are Mine: how
fully does it establish our Lord's essential Deity! 'All the per
fections that He hath, all the glory that He hath, all that is peculiar
to His being and essence, is Mine.' Suppose this were said of an
angel, the folly and blasphemy of the assertion would be at once
manifest: all things that the Father hath are not angels'. And
therefore you perceive the sort of indirect proof of the Deity of
Christ, which such a passage as this contains; indirect, but never to
be denied, because incontrovertible.

But if the passage do not mean, as I conceive it does, the same
thing as that asserted in the fifteenth verse of the former chapter
(although to say it refers to it merely because it is also in the neuter
gender, is nothing at all to the purpose; for oftentimes persons are
meant, though it be so expressed)-it contains equal demonstration
of an indirect character, that the Lord Jesus is essentially God; for if
all that the Father hath of persons-if all His people are His, how is
He to take care of them, if He be not God? It requires infinite
patience, infinite wisdom, and a merit which no creature can have,
to sustain them. And where would be the omnipotence of grace, if
He were not the Omnipotent. whose grace it is? In either case,
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beloved, we come to this conclusion, that He who is our Saviour is
Jehovah Jesus. "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Saviour," and "in God my Saviour" only can
rejoice.

There are two points to which I would direct your minds in this
passage. Let us inquire, first of all, why our Lord makes the asser
tion, "All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine"; and then,
secondly, in what respect it is that He is "glorified in them."

I.-WHY THE LORD MADE THIS ASSERTION
Let us first inquire why our Lord makes this assertion.
We must consider it as a part of the former verse-"I pray for

them: I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou hast given
Me; for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are
Mine; and I am glorified in them." The points, although very
valuable, often occasion great perplexity and confusion in the sense;
this is a continuation of that passage. Our Lord is here declaring
why He prays for them: "I pray not for the world, but for them
which Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine"; therefore I pray
for them, because "all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine." All
that is essential to Thee is essential to Me; so all the comfort which
Thou hast, belongeth to Me. "I pray for them," therefore, because
they are Thy people, because I love them, and because Thou lovest
them. They were Thine originally, they are Mine irrevocably; they
were Thine by choice and love, they are Mine by Thy gift; and they
are received and loved by Thee; therefore "I pray for them." I have
no doubt this is the order of the sense and the real meaning of these
words.

My dear hearers, we perceive from this passage what a rock the
perseverance of the saints of God stands upon. It stands upon
nothing meaner, nothing lower, nothing less than the intercession of
the Son of God. There are some, one grieves to say, who do not
believe this truth; and there are some who profess to believe it, that
seem hardly to believe it, and perhaps it would be almost right to
say they do not virtually believe it; but according to my apprehen
sion-according to what I see in God's Word, it is one of the
greatest glories of a covenant of grace.

See what lofty terms are made use of with regard to those whom
the Father gave to the Son. Observe the first and second verses;
"glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: as Thou
hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give etemallife
to as many as Thou hast given Him"; observe the especial mercies
conferred upon them. And again, in the sixth verse: "I have
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manifested Thy Name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of
the world: Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me; and they
have kept Thy Word. Do not you think the apostle's "thanks be to
God" may apply to us, in our measure, as much as it did to him?
We know it formerly belonged to him, but it belonged to all the
disciples in his day, to all who loved the Lord Jesus from his day to
the present, and from that period till time shall be no more.

And see how the terms in the ninth and tenth verses bear upon
the present subject: "I pray for them: I pray not for the world,
but for them which Thou hast given Me; for they are Thine. And
all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in
them." It seems as if our Lord urged this as an argument: 'They
are Mine, and they are Thine, and I pray for them. The world
acknowledges them not, and many of their fellow-saints do not
know them; many ministers make sad mistakes about them; the
devils do not know them; even good angels themselves may some
times be at a loss concerning them; but I know them: and I pray for
them. These are they that glorify Me. The world that Iieth in
darkness, glorifies Me not; but these glorify Me, and I pray for
them.'

My dear hearers, when I speak of perseverance, I ever wish you to
bear in mind, and wish to bear in mind myself, that all the ideas
which I have of perseverance are-perseverance in God's ways to
the end. He who prays for their final salvation, prays for their
present sanctification. And think what is in the intercession of the
Son of God-one that has the ear, the eye, and the heart of God!

See the blessed security, the rock-work, the standing rock, upon
which the Church of God is placed. You and I are placed by a
loving God and tender Father in the midst of a wilderness; we are
strangers in a strange land; we are surrounded by strong and mighty
enemies, who oftentimes make us feel that they are mightier than
we. The spirit of slumber too often comes upon us, and we are
worsted. And yet we persevere; we still go on; we still hold up our
heads, sometimes strongly, stateIiIy, boldly, hopefully, and some
times triumphantly; and sometimes we hang down our heads; but
still we persevere. And how comes it to pass that we do persevere?
What makes us go on! It it our watchfulness? How then come the
hands to hang down, and the knees to be feeble, and the head to be
drowsy? You may answer, the everlasting love of God is that which
secures it. Blessed axiom! most precious truthl "I change not,
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." You may say, the
perpetual indwelling of the Holy Ghost secures them. Most blessed
answer! I would not lose that truth for ten thousand worlds. But
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the intercession of the Son of God is that strong threefold cord.
which shall never be broken asunder. Every fibre of that cord is
Omnipotence; like the rainbow of the covenant, there is every
beauteous colour and every lovely tint in it; not one is wanting, and
not one can be spared.

Here, then, we see the true glory of the Church of God in the
progression of holiness and in the issue of salvation: it is in this
the intercession of the Son of God, bound up as it is with the ever
lasting love of the Father and the indwelling of the eternal Spirit.
When Jesus fails to pray, then we sink; but as long as His inter
cession for sanctification and for salvation prevails, the Church of
God is eternally saved.

n.-HOW THE LORD IS GLORIFIED IN THEM
But observe, secondly, why it is that our Lord adds these words

"I am glorified in them"; "All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine,
and I am glorified in them."

These words declare many great and most precious truths; the
difficulty lies in the selection. But there are three points of view in
which I would regard this subject, and to which I shall confine
myself.

1. Our Lord is infinitely "glorified in" the redemption of His
Church and people. Look at the mighty Sufferer. He divested
Himself of all manifestation of the Divine glory; He put it off Him.
He did not put off His Deity; for had it been so, our salvation had
been put off; but it was the manifestation of it, He put off; He
divested Himself of all its outward display. There He stands-a
poor Man, scorned, reviled, and trampled under foot, counted as the
scum and offscouring of all things; He was trodden under foot of
man and Satan, and it seems as if He were overcome by Satan. And
yet look at that poor man; by faith He "overcame him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil"; that is, by the very means which
Satan thought were effectual to His destruction, did He accomplish
our salvation. Look at that poor Man, trampling on all the legions
of evil spirits, and overcoming them all. Look at that poor man, as
an obedient servant, fulfilling every holy precept of God's most
righteous law, keeping it to its utmost point, to its least observance,
to its every requirement, and thereby working out a perfect
righteousness for the Church of God. See that poor Man magni
fying every attribute of God; see Him removing every hindrance in
the way of salvation to the chiefest of sinners; so that there is not a
sinner that enters these walls, or is now within this building, however
vile and worthless he may be, whatever thoughts, whatever desperate
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views he may truly have had of his own case, but, such have been
the wondrous effects of that poor Man's work, that in consequence
of it every barrier is taken away from that poorest sinner, if he
believes in Jesus, and comes to Him for salvation. He has barred
every avenue of hell for His Church and people, and has opened
for them every avenue to heaven. He has the keys of death and hell
in His girdle, and never shall take them thence so long as there is
death and hell.

Who shall tell the perfection of His work, the completeness of His
atonement, the matchless beauty of His righteousness? Oh! look at
that rolling away the stone; as if the very angels came down to show
that He was set free. Look at His rising body, as if there were the
words of the Father, saying, 'I am satisfied; 1 want no more.' See
the ascending Saviour; and observe in all this if there be not the
elements of infinite, incomparable glory. True, He divested Himself
of the manifestation of the Divine glory, but the Divine nature
suffered no loss, and it never can; it never can be added to, or taken
from. The Son of God, as regards His Deity, obtained not one jot
of glory by His work; for that which is infinite admits of no addition
or diminution. But here was the glory of our blessed Lord; the
lower nature which He assumed was infinitely glorified. Wondrous
thought, that that inferior nature-for it is incomprehensively
inferior to the Divine nature-was elevated to its highest glory. That
wondrous elevation is described in that glorious epistle-the epistle
to the Philippians-the second chapter, the ninth and two following
verses: "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given
Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

There was an infinite exaltation and glorification of our blessed
Lord in the work of redemption: "I am glorified in them."

2. But observe, again, He is also especially glorified in the
regeneration of His people. It is to the glory of the Son of God that
His people are a holy people. Their regeneration is a greater display
of Omnipotence than the creation of the world. It is greatly to His
glory that His people should be a holy people. It is to the honour
of the Son of God that dead sinners should live, that proud rebels
should lay down their arms at the foot of His cross, that the proud
and self-satisfied should come and see the end of "their own
righteousness," and "submit themselves to the righteousness of
God." It is greatly glorious to Him, when a poor unconverted
sinner-and 1 dare say there are scores here at the present moment
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--is led in his poverty to a throne of grace. Oh! it is glorious to
Him, when all who delay, hoping they will come, hearing scores of
sermons, thinking they will come, friends praying for them, but yet
never coming-oh! it is glorious, when they come, by the power of
the Spirit of God, brought to the dust, laid low before God, having
no hope but in Jesus; to see them stripped of their self-confidence,
and their wretched delay brought to an end. And it is a glorious
sight for Him to see the lover of money becoming the lover of true
riches-to see the wretched, suffering devotee turned into the
glorious saint-to see the poor credulous infidel brought in simpli
city to bow before God, taking Him simply at His word.

Oh! beloved, it is among our greatest mercies to see such lions
turned into lambs, such vultures turned into doves. That is a beauti
ful passage in the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, and the thirteenth
verse; and though I do not look at it merely in that sense, I will
confess that as an accommodating sense, it is a lovely sense, where it
is said, "Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead
of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off."

Oh! how glorious is the first spark of grace! It is Omnipotence.
We try all our utterance, we use every argument; sometimes we are
convinced we are too harsh, and then we take that which is tender,
and still we find that "it is not my might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord." Oh! beloved, when there is that spark, it is
produced by Omnipotence. And when that spark brightens and
widens, and spreads itself, oh! it is lovely to see a poor sinner
brought amidst all his doubtings and hesitations and questionings
and reasonings to a simple view of Christ, to see what he wants in
Him, to look off himself, his circumstances, his worthiness, his
unworthiness, and his wretchednesses-to look off himself entirely,
and look simply to Christ; and there he finds rest. He has been
waiting and waiting and waiting, and now, through the mighty power
of God's eternal Spirit, he believes in Him, without a work. "To
him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness"; "therefore it is of
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure
to all the seed." At last he sees the great mystery of believing in
Jesus without a work, that He may produce in him all the works of
holiness. And when that spark widens, brightens, and is more
glorious, when his soul is filled with rest, when he can look up to
God and say, "Father," when he can repose on a covenant un
changeable and undeniable, when he can say, 'I would consecrate
myself to Thy glory, I would live on Christ, I would live in Christ,



I would live with Christ, and I would live for Christ,' oh! beloved,
it is glorious. Here is the rebel recovered from his rebellion; here is
an enemy turned into a friend. I would say that this gives more
glory to Jesus than if there had been no rebellion. Who cannot see
that there is more grace in turning an enemy into a friend than there
is in all the tenderness of friendship without the previous enmity?
It is a greater moral act to subdue a rebel by love, kindness, and
tenderness, than can be by any course whatsoever. Oh! wondrous
truth! It is glorious to think of it.

But sometimes we forget this. We pour out our hearts to God in
earnest fervent prayer; we plead the promises; we find great relief;
for the very opening the heart to pray is a blessing, and there is a
blessing in prayer, as there is a blessing after it; all blessings are
connected with prayer. We go in the name of Jesus, plead the
promises, not only asking, but expecting; and I would say, it is our
mercy that we receive great relief. But we too often forget this, that
we glorify Christ in the very act of going to God. It is a glorious act;
we glorify Jesus, when we still go to God in Jesus, in the face of
every hindrance, trust in His promises, and plead His faithfulness.

Had I time and power to enlarge upon this part of my subject, I
ought to carry it on. There are times when you take up the cross
when you bear the cross in your families-(some of you are great
cowards in your families; that is a place where the saints of God
exhibit much culpable timidity)-but in the strength of God, you
cast yourselves with all your weakness upon His strength; and what
is the consequence? You take up your cross and glorify Him, and
speak to sinners to bear the same-taking as it were scorn for your
Master's sake; you glorify Him. Perhaps you are with low pro
fessors. It is dangerous company; but you are brought to this,
"Whatever others may do we will serve the Lord"; you are brought
to this, "My soul followeth hard after Thee." In the midst of a
storm, like Paul of old, you are brought to say, "I believe God, that
it shall be even as it was told me." In all these attempts to serve
Him there is glory to His name; Himself is in the soul; "it is no
more I, but Christ that dwelleth in me."

3. But there is another point, in which the Lord is glorified in
His saints. If the first seed-time is such a glorious time-(and some
of you parents know what I mean-when ye saw the first breaking
of light, the first turning to the wall to pray, the first close seeking
after God)-how much more blessed is the time when the seed
matures! See how the apostle rejoiced in it. Angels rejoice in the
first seed-time, angels rejoice "over every sinner that repenteth," but
observe how the apostle rejoices over the maturing of the seed.
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Look at the first chapter of the first epistle to the Thessalonians, the
second verse, and see how the apostle rejoiced over that Church:
"We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you
in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your work of faith,
and labour of love, and patience of hope." I might go on quoting;
but turn to the first chapter of the second epistle, and the third
verse: "We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it
is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity
of everyone of you all towards each other aboundeth." And if the
maturity of the seed is such a glorious time, what will be the lime
when the full harvest shall be gathered in-when all the fruit shall
be gathered-when all the family of God shall meet together with
great joy, when not one shall be wanting, but all shall be happy in
God, in Christ, in each other, and in the blessed occupation of
heaven, which shall continue through all eternity? Ab! my dear
hearers, there shall then be the note of triumph, and the shout of
victory.

We have seen in what sense the Lord Jesus Christ is glorified in
His saints. The subject is deeply encouraging; I scarcely know a
single instance in anyone that hears me, but what the subject may
be, through the grace of God, encouraging to him.

Is there one here as hard as the nether-millstone? He may have
despised all that I have said, longed for the sermon to be over,
looked at the clock, desired to have an end as quickly as possible,
yet perhaps the "still small voice" may be now reaching him. Soon
thou must stand before God; as sure as there is a God in heaven,
thou wilt have to stand before Him. Every means of grace that thou
hast, thou wilt have to give account of at the great day. And if thou
art found without Christ, it would have been better for thee never to
have been born. Is there any encouragement in this? Thou canst
not see any encouragement till thou art brought to the dust, and
made to go in poverty, and deep necessity, to the foot of the cross,
where there is everything to welcome thee. It would be an act, by
which thou wouldest glorify Him. And it may be, that some one
who hears me will have to say, 'This was the day in which the Lord
touched my heart, laid me Iow in the dust, and brought me to see
that there was glory in that salvation, which "saves to the uttermost
all that come unto God by Him." ,

Is there a poor waiting soul here, waiting and waiting and waiting,
and still thinking himself too vile to come, hoping that he may
discover some favourable symptom or other, and hoping to bring
forth more fruit, more devotedness, to come more out of the world?
-thinking to have the fruit before the seed is in the earth. just



putting the effect before the cause; that is all. And if now that poor
burdened soul is but brought to this; 'I have been waiting and
waiting to bring; now 1 go to receive. 1 have been thinking there was
a fitness in me, and now 1 find all my fitness is in Christ; 1 have been
waiting to bring something, and now I want everything; 1 have been
overlooking Christ, 1 have been waiting for some mysterious process
to be begun and carried on, and now 1 perceive that just as the
brazen serpent was lifted up in the wilderness, even so was the Lord
Jesus Christ lifted up upon the cross, "that whosoever believeth on
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life": "Lord, I be
lieve! "-ah! it shall be to the glory of God if thou hast believed.
Jesus would be glorified by that work of the Spirit within thee, if
thou art brought, in thy deep poverty, to cast thyself, just as thou
art, at the foot of the cross of His dear Son.

Is there one here in the deepest affliction-trouble after trouble,
wave after wave? My brother, forgive me if 1 say that it is ignorance
to suppose that there is something new in thy case; it is that which
is and shall be: "there is nothing new under the sun." The Lord
Jesus has relieved cases just like thy case. He stoops as low as thou
canst wish Him to stoop; He never turns His back upon one in
distress. Oh! if in this moment it were given thee to cast thy care
upon Him, where would be thy care? The cause of it would still
exist, but thou wouldest have thy sin-bearer and thy sorrow-bearer,
and Him that has borne thine iniquity, and taken it clean away.

There may be some here who are very feeble in their own eyes
perhaps deservedly so. They may be the very feeblest amongst the
feeble of the flock. All that 1 would say in regard to them is this:
"All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine"; the lambs as much as
those with young, the weakest as much as the strongest; He who
bears the names of His Israel upon His heart knows them all; they
are all precious, and not one shall be lost: "All Mine are Thine,
and Thine are Mine." May the Lord give me that upon my dying
bed! 1 shall want it then.

It is most deeply encouraging to the saints of God to yield them
selves to God; for we see what the great end of life is; it is to glorify
Christ. If thou desirest to mortify sin, remember, that in mortifying
sin, Christ must be glorified. All power is in Christ, and must be
received out of Christ; and the great secret of mortifying sin is
abiding in Christ; for "without Him we can do nothing." If you
want to be conformed to the image of your Lord, remember that in
this very object Christ must be glorified. Yes, live upon Christ,
receive Him in His fulness, live upon His fulness; and let every hour
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be nothing more nor less than abiding upon Him for "without Him
we can do nothing."

Oh! to learn out this secret of holy, happy living! Oh! to live
near Christ-to strive to be with Him-to see Him in all the trials
of life! Oh! to act out religion upon this principle! To "add to our
faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance;
and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godli
ness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity," is the
way to "make our calling and election sure." Oh! to rise in the
morning with that principle-"I am not my own, but am bought
with a price, to glorify God in my body, and in my spirit, which are
God's!" Oh! to have a realising of these words in our souls, in a
living moment and in a dying moment-UAll Mine are Thine, and
Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them."

Oh! my brother, I dare not dismiss thee without laying one
thought before thee. Thou and I must soon appear before the great
God. There is not a man, woman or child that hears me at this
moment but what shall be for the glory of Jesus, be it who it may.
They who lay hold of the blessings that are in the Gospel shall be
for the glory of Jesus; and they that set Him at nought as a Saviour
shall never be able to set Him at nought as a Judge. They who
rejected His grace to save them shall never reject His power to
destroy them. Oh! that blessed thought-"Every knee shall bow
before Him!" How do you understand that? Do you think it
means the homage of the heart? Then do the fallen and lost spirits
give Him the homage of the heart? Never; but I believe that in the
day in which the awful sentence shall be given there will not be
found one in all God's creation, but must say-'I am speechless; I
must acknowledge my sentence to be just; I have nothing to say
against it; and though hard to bear, I must submit to it.'

May the Lord grant His abundant blessing, for Jesus Christ's
sake!

J. HARINGTON EvANS.

London, 1846.
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We are still faced with staff difficulties, and at the time of writing
we require a cook and an assistant cook at our Hornsey Rise Home,
a Matron for our Brighton Home where Miss B. Heley has ex
pressed a wish to retire, as well as domestic and nursing help in
almost all the nursing quarters. Please remember this need at the
Throne of Grace, and if any friends feel led to offer their services
I shall be very pleased to hear from them.

The following has appeared in The Quarterly Record, January
March, 1962:-

THE LATE MISS GRACE ANSCOMBE

All at the CamberwelI Home have suffered a sad loss in the recent
Homecall of Miss Grace Anscombe, one of the Lady Visitors.
She took a loving, prayerful interest in the residents, and often
spoke of her enjoyment in visiting them, when she would take her
box of "Promises" and cheer many a sad heart with words of
comfort.

Miss Anscombe had a good voice and at social meetings would
lead the singing and read to the Pilgrims. For some years she was
ably responsible for the Benevolent Fund, and helped at the Sales
of Work. She will also be remembered at the Camberwell Home
by the gift of a clock, which she very much valued, for the Com
mittee Room.

During the time she lived at Dulwich, Miss Anscombe was a
regular worshipper at Grove Chapel, Camberwell. She loved the
doctrines of Free and Sovereign Grace, and used to say how she
liked to get away quietly and meditate on the truths preached from
the Word of God.

When, in July 1960, in the providence of God, Miss Anscombe
had to leave Dulwich, she settled in Tunbridge Wells after a stay
with her sisters in Brighton. In both these places she took an interest
in the local Homes of the Society, and attended the Sales of Work.
At the recent Tunbridge Wells Sale she told a friend how much she
was looking forward to being present at the Re-opening of the
Camberwell Home on October 28th, but the Lord had other plans
for her. She passed away peacefully before that date, with her Bible
and Daily Portion open at the place where she had been reading.

Aged Pilgrims
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