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EDITORIAL
'fhe state of the churches in this country is a constant source of

ooncern to the instructed Christian-and no wonder for there is
much to distress any child of God. The increasing wave of false
doctrine produces ever new examples of blasphemous nonsense, so
that now we are reaching the virtually atheistic position of the "God

is dead" school. At the same time church leaders of various kinds
move nearer to Rome, and by their policies grease the ecclesiastical
slip-ways for the launching of the great ecumenical ship of the future.
Meanwhile the apostolic gospel has disappeared from many pulpits;
and the nation with no authoritative voice calling to repentance, and
warning of judgment, drifts steadily on to moral decay and to
ultimate disaster.

But what should give us equal cause for heart searching is the
state of evangelicalism which is a pale shadow of its former great-
ness. Indeed can we be complacent about that smaller segment of
evangelical life which maintains reformed doctrine, and claims to
stand in the midst of general apostasy, for the truths of free and
sovereign grace? Are we ourselves in a healthy condition? Surely
it would be blind optimism which would say that all is well with us.
A look at churches up and down the country will soon show how
desperately we need a fresh visitation by the Spirit of God.

Do we not detect among us a lack of desire for God Himself?
Yes, we maintain the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity. But how
much do we know of the passionate longing of the Psalmist' "As the
hart panteth after the water brooks so panteth my soul after thee
O God." Are our churches characterised by this desperate thirst for
God Himself. Or, to change the metaphor, do we love the Lord
with the passionate love of a marriage relationship, which is after
all the bibfical picture? When a young man falls in love you will
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soon detect it in his excitement, and his conversation. Are we at
all like lovers.who are so taken up with Christ that we can scarcely
stop talking about Him?

Is there not also a lack of seriousness among us? I am not talking
now about the artificial gloom with which some people shroud theii
church life. This is as remote from true seriousness as undertakers'
dark clothes are from genuine mourning. I am talking rather about
the seriousness which characterises the man who knows that he is
only a sojourner here, and is bound for eternity. It is the serious-
ness of the man who like the Apostle Paul knows ',the terror of the
Lord." Chades Simeon used to tell how Henry Martyn's portrait
seemed always to be saying "Be serious; be in earnest; don't trifle,
don't trifle." I wonder what either of them would think of the
superficiality and indeed the triviality of much church life to-day!

Strangely enough, or perhaps it is not so strange, there is also
an absence of deep joyfulness. We have indeed a great deal of
general joviality in our churches. There is plenty of wit and good
humour. We enjoy our times together. But there is little evidence
of the exuberant joyfulness of the day of Pentecost, which was so
marked that the disciples were accused of being drunk. Where is
the joy that Peter describes as "joy unspeakable and full of glory?"
Where is the joyful abandon to the Lord which made the onlookers
describe the eighteenth century evangelicals as enthusiasts? Can we
honestly say that our churches are overflowing with this enthusiasm
for God, and this delight in Christ?

And what about our fellowship with each other? Yes we discuss
doctrine together. We lament the spiritual decline in the land. We
recount happenings in our churches. But do we know anything of a
fellowship which means a sharing in our experiences of God's deal-
ings with us. Would an eavesdropper at an after church gathering
find that we were talking about Christ? And would the outsider
find among us what the pagans found in the early church, a deep
love for one another? We claim to love the brethren but is our love
fervent-this is the New Testament word and it means boiling? Do
we love our brethren so much that our love overflows? To ask such
questions is to invite a negative answer!

It is no wonder that we make'so little impression on the un-
believing crowds who live around our churches and chapels. In the
Acts of the Apostles the spread of the gospel was the spontaneous
sharing with others of the message of salvation, so that the Lord
added to the Church daily such as were being saved. For them a
stream of conversions was a daily occurence, whereas we have be-
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come accustomed to the idea that a conversion is a fairly unusual
evgnt.

Now of course there are glorious exceptions to this picture but
as a general and overall estimate it is lamentably true to life; and
it is this which should trouble us deeply. In face of the general
spiritual decline we claim to maintain the apostolic gospel. But if
we are honest with ourselves we will have to admit that its dynamic
power is not being evidenced in our lives; nor is it being manifest
in our impact on the nation. "Orthodox but dead" is the verdict or
indeed the epitaph which could be written over much of our present
day evangelicalism.

Now this has not been written with a morbid desire to depress.
It is rather because there is so much complacency anlong us that
such things need to be said. In the past our forefathers would have
felt that such a sorry condition called for humiliation before God,
and a desperate crying to God for an outpouring of His Spirit.
But all too often we content ourselves with lamenting the general
situation or with paying lip service to our need for revival. But
such a casual attitude has never preceded a time of spiritual
awakening. God himself prescribes the way forward. "If my people
which are called by my name shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my facc, and tum from their wicked ways; then will I
hear fronr heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land." (2 Chron. 7: l4). Two centuries ago this magazine was born
in a time of revival. Shall we not give ourselves to prayer for another
such outpouring of the Spirit, echoing the cry and the spirit of the
prophet. "O that thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down"
(Isaiah 64: l) for when God comes down the church ceases to appear
like one more human institution, and is seen in her true glory as
the church of the living God. H. M. C.qnsox.

3r
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A CURE FOR CARE
C. H. SPURGEON

This Sermon was preached
on Sunday morning l2th lanuary,1862

at the Metropolitan Tabernacle
"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you."-I Peter v.7

No one precept contains the whole of a believer's duty; but usually
in Scripture, the precepts rise one above the other, like those stone
steps by which the traveller in Egypt ascends to the pinnacle of thc
pyramid. Ye must first plant your feet firmly upon the preceeding
duty, before ye shall be able fully to climb to the next command.
kt me, then, call your attention to the precept which preceedes my
text: "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in due time." You know, beloved, that
there are some selfish, carnal cares which we must not cast upon
God; it were an insult to him; it were an act of infamy on our part
if we would never molest us at all if we were obedient to the
precept: "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God." This cuts oft the head at once of many of those anxieties
into which Christmas sometimes fall. For instance, covetous cares-
if I desire to get and grasp more than is absolutely necessary, that
I may hastily grow rich, I cannot on my knees ask God to carry
this care for me, because it is none of his sending. He has taught me
to say, "Give us this day our daily bread," and he has given me a
blessed example in Agur, that I may pray, "Give me neither poverty
nor riches;" but I cannot go on my knees before God, honestly, as a
miser, and ask that he would enable me to add house to house, and
field to field. But then, that care I never ought to indulge, and I
never should endure it if I attended to the precept, "Humble your-
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God." There is, also, the
care of ambition, when men desire to attain honours, eminence,
and fame; to stand foremost, to bc exalted upon the pinnacle, to be
looked up to by all, and to be almost adored by some. But if we
allow ambition to creep into our minds, we cannot go to God with it.
It is a care which we dare not cast on God for that were to empty
the filth of our house upon the altar of God's sanctuary. But then,
I say, it is a care which would never fret us, if our souls were lowly
before thc Lord.

{
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There are those cares too, which we make for ourselves-those
anxieties which anticipate the future--those foolish fears which are
only created in our brain, and which vex the head, and then fret the
heart-we cannot ask God to take those upon himself; cares which
have no existence except in our own fancies, we can scarcely cast
on God. But then, beloved, we should never have them if we
"humbled ourselves under the mighty hand of God." Then, in such
a state of subjection to the divine will, and of resignation to the
eternal purpose, our soul would sit in quiet and be still, and our
spirit, would not agitate itself with frivolities which it has itself
imagined, with fancies which have no origin but in its own imagina'
tion. Oh that ye may have grace to obey the preceeding command'
and then I think, without any limitation, I may address you in the
words of the text: "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth
for you." I repeat, sinful cares we cannot cast on God; but then,
obeying the precept, "Humble yourselves," would uproot such
vexations. He that is down, need fear no fall. He whose soul is even
as a weaned child will fret and cry no more.

In addressing you this morning from so rich a text as this, I would
rather pray that the Holy Spirit may deliver you from carefulness,
than attempt to deliver you from it myself, for I am not even able to
obey this precept myself, much less shall I enable you to do it. Only
when the Spirit of God is upon the preacher can he cast his cares
upon his God, and he is convinced by experience, that only as the
Holy Ghost shall enable you, will yoube able to do the same. How'
ever, that our word may be the means of your comfort and of your
strengthening, let us speak on this wise. First, for a few minutes,
let us expound this disease of care, giving some description of it;
secondly, let us manifest the blessed remedy of the text, endeavour'
ing in God's name, to apply it; and lastly, let us hold out the sweet
inducement of the second part of the sentence, in order that believers
may be led to attempt the practising of the precept, "He careth for
you.t'

I. First, then, LET us ENDEAVoUR To DEScRIBE THE DrsEAsE oF
CARE.

The care mentioned in the text, evan though it be exercised upon
legitimate objects, (and in this it differs from the cares of which I
spoke just now, which were cares concerning wrong objects;) care
even when exercised upon legitimate objects if carried to excess,
hath in itself. the nature of sin. This will be clear if you think for a
moment that anything which is a transgression of God's command
is sin, and if there were no other command, the one in our text being
broken would involve us in iniquity. But it is a precept earnestly
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repeated by our Saviour many times, it is one which the apostles
have reiterated again and again, and one which cannot be neglected
without involving transgression. Besides, the very essence of anxious
care is the imagining that we are wiser than God, and the thrusting
of ourselves into his place, to do for him that which we dream he
either cannot or will not do; we attempt to think of that which we
fancy he will forget; or we labour to take upon ourselves that burden
which he either is not able or willing to carry for us. Now, this
impertinence, this presumption, what if I say, this audacity, has in
it the very nature of sin, to attempt to know better than God, to
snatch from his hand the helm by which he guides aftairs, to attempt
to correct his charts, to remap his providence, this indeed is suCh
an impertinence that as the guardian Scripture pushes back the
intruder, it demands of him, "Art thou also on! of the Kins's,
counsel? What doest thou here? He took no counsel with th-ee
when he made the heavens and the earth and balanced the clouds,
and stretched out the skies like a tent to dwell in, how darest thou
come hither and ofter advice to perfect wisdom, and aid to omnipo-
tent strength," There is in anxious care the very nature of sin.

But, further, these anxious cares very frequently lead to other sins,
sometimes to overt acts of transgression The tradesman who is not
able to leave his business with God, may be tempted to indulge in
the tricks of trade; nay, he may not only be tempted, but he may be
prwailed upon to put out an unholy hand with which to help him-
self. The professional or literary man, if he has no firm trust in
providence, may lend his skill to indirect and unlawful ends: and
each man if he have no other snare. will be tried with this-to for-
sake prayer and to forget the promise in order to trust to the wisdom
of a friend, or to the natural sagacity of some mentor in whom he
puts confidence. Now, this is forsaking the fountain to go to the
broken cisterns, a crime was laid against Israel of old, a wrath
provoking iniquity. Even if it led to no other act save this sin of
preferring the counsel of man to the direction of God, excessive
anxiety were to be reprobated and detested. But think, my brethren,
of the many sins which our anxieties engender in our hearts. Our
unbelief which makes us doubt our God, our want of love which is
proven by our distrust of love, our want of hope which puts out our
eyes so that we cannot see the clear shining after. the rain. Think,
my brethren, how we fret and mistrust and thus vex the Spirit of
God, and often cause him to depart from us, so that our prayers are
hindered, so that our example is marred, so that we give ourselves
rather to self-seeking than to seeking God. All these things are sins,
the grapes of Gomorrha which grow on the vines of our cares.
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These base-born cares are the plentiful mottrers of transgressions.
Distrust is the egg out of which many a mischief is hatched; we
indulge in these cares and think surely we are doing no wrong,
whereas the indulgence in them is in itself a crime, and is besides a
tempter which guides us onward to the commission of other in-
iquities, for the man that is full of care is ripe for any sin, but he
who has cast his care on God standeth securely, neither shall the
evil one be able to touch him.

To proceed further in uncovering this disease. As it is in itself sin,
and the mother of sin, we note again that it brings misery, for where
sin is, sorrow shall soon follow. He who would have his spirit
bowed down even to the very earth, has only to fix his thoughts upon
himself and his circumstances, instead of looking to God and his
promises. Some of you are placed in a very happy position in life,
but my dear brethren, you can make yourselves miserable if you
please. Others of you are put in what the world considers unhappy
circumstances, but if God enable you, you can be supremely blessed.
Poverty does not necessarily involve sorrow, nor do riches of them-
selves bring peace or happiness. If any of you wish for misery you
need not go out of your own house, there is no need to travel farfor
causes of discontent; you can be surfeited with plenty and be poor;
you can dwell in the midst of peace and be disturbed; you can
possess the richest prosperity and yet be afflicted. We, to a very
great extent make our own position. God ordains providence, and
either makes us happy, or sin racks us with pain. God does not
make our misery; the cause of our trouble lies at our own door, not
at his Do you see that Christian there with the sparkling eye, and the
light footstep, the man who is swift to run upon his Master's
errands? that man has many troubles, but when he wakes in the
morning if he retains remembrance of them, he bows his knee and
leaves them with his God: he goes home, and the day has had much
of sorrow in it, but he shakes the weight from his own shoulder and
Ieaves his burden upon God. That man, with all his troubles, is
more blessed than yonder professor, who has very little to vex him
except that he vexes himself by making every little thing a ground
for fretfulness, magnifying every small mischance into a strange
calamity, and by losing all patience, when all things suit not his
proud will and dainty taste. Oh brethren! it is an ill thing for
Christians to be sad. Let them rejoice, "Rejoice in the Lord always,"'
bur they never can so long as they indulge in anxious cares.

Besides this, these anxious cares do not only lead us into sin, and
destroy our peace of mind, but they also weaken us for usefulness.
When one has left all his cares at home, how well he can work for

t
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his Master, but when those cares tease us in the pulpit, it is hard
grgac$ng the gospel. When cares buzzin the ear, the music of grace
is hard to hear. What would you say of your workman who should
come to you in the morning with a heavy piece of family furniture
upon his back. He calls himself your porter, he is about to carry
your goods, and you see him going out of the door with your load,
which is properly proportioned to his strength, but beside that he is
gTrying a heavy piece of his own upon his shouiders. you say to
him, "My good man, what are you doing there?" ,,Oh sir, f am
only loaded with household stuff." I think you would say, ,,Well,
but you are not fit to do my work which you are engaged to do. I
dg not employ you to carry your own load, I had you here to carry
mine." "But sir," says he, "I am so weak, I cannot carry both.;'"Then leave yours alone," say you, "and carry mine." Or to use
another similie. There was a great king who once employed a
merchant in his service as an ambassador to Foreign courts. Now
the merchant before he went away, said to the king, ',My own
business requires all my care, and though I am always willing to be
your majesty's servant, yet if I attend to your business as I ought,
f am sure my own will be ruined." "Well," said the king, ..you take
care of my business, and I will take care of yours. Use your best
endeavours, and I will answer for it that you shall be nothing the
loser for the zeal which you take from yourself to give to me." And
so our God says to us, as his servants, "Do my work, and I will do
yours. Serve me and I will serve you." Like Peter,-Peter is fishing,
Christ needs a pulpit to preach in. He borrows Peter's boat, and
preaches in it; well what about Peter's fishing? Oh the Master will
take care of that, for no sooner is the sermon done than he says,"Launch into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught," and
Feter gets more in ten minutes through having lent his boat to his
Master, than he might have done in ten weeks, if he had been fishing
on his own account. Leave your cares with God, and care for him,

"Make you ftl's service your delight,
Your wants shall be his care."

The subject would not be complete if I did not add that these
carking cares, of whose guilt perhaps we think so little, do very great
damage to our blessed and holy cause. Your sad and miserable
countenances hinder souls who are anxious, and they present a
ready excuse for souls who are careless. "Look," say they, .,look,
that man is a Christian man, the whole of the winters of a century
have left their stormrifts on his forehead, and all the winds of aeei
secm tg have ruffled his broq he has no p€ace, no joy;-W.ho

{
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would be a Christian to be so miserable?" Thus the careless man
says he will not have hell here, he will leave that for hereafter, while
even anxious spirits say, "It cannot be that this religion is true, for
if it were really true one would think it would be able to support its
followers in the troubles of life. If God's Word be true that God
will sustain his people, then Christians would be sustained, and
believers would be cheered and comforted; but I see that they are
as much fretful as other men, as impatient as they are, and that So-
and-so, who makes a profession, is quite as weak, quite as easily
bowed before the storm as yonder man who has no God in whom,
to trust, and no promises on which to lean." Ah! let it not be said
so Christian through you; open not the enemy's mouth to blaspheme;
let not the dragon find food through you who are of the seed of the
woman, but rather seek, casting your care on God, to disentangle
yourself of all personal hinderances that you may be avenged upon
your Master's adversaries as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. I close
the description of this matter by saying that in the most frightful
manner cares have brought many to the poisoned cup, the halter,
and the knife, and hundreds to the madhouse. What makes the
constant increase of our lunatic asylums; why is it that in almost
every country in England new asylums have to be erected, wing
after wing being added to these buildings in which the imbecile and
the raving are confined? It is because we will carry what we have
no business to carry-our own cares, and until there shall be a
general keeping of the day of rest throughout England, and until
there shall be a more general resting of our souls and all we have
upon God, we must expect to hear of increasing suicides and in-
creasing lunacies. So long as the present system of competition in
business shall continue-and there seems no hope that it will ever
cease, for rather the signs of the times forbode that the battle will
grow sterner every day-it will become a more stern duty with each
of us to cast our care on God, unless we would see reason reel and
would be howling maniacs in our cells. Oh for your own sake and
for your children's sake for Christ's sake and for his Church's sake,
I pray you spoil not the fair house which God has builded, cast not
out the lovely tenant, leave not the temple of the Lord to be the
prison-house of madness. Away with evil cares if you would still
be a man.

II. I shall now want your attention to the second part of the
subject, THE BLESSED REMEDv ro BE APPLIED.

Somebody must carry these cares. If I cannot do it myself, can I
find any one who will? My Father who is in heaven stands waiting
to bc my burden-bearer. With broad shoulders, with omnipotence as
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his strength, he says "My child, roll thy burden upon thy God."
Blessed privilege, dare I neglect it; can I be wicked enough to reject
it and to bear my cares myself. Here is the blessed remedy, "Cast

thy burden upon the Lord and he will sustain thee."
Now in order rather to apply this remedy than to describe it, by

the help of God's Holy Spirit I will mention some of those fears,
those cares which are legitimate enough in their objects, but which
can only be relieved by leaving them with God. One of the first and
most natural cares with which we are vexed is the care for daily
bread. "I should be content" says one "with food and raiment; if
I can but provide things honest in the sight of all men, and see my
family cared for, I shall then be happy." "But" saith one, "what
shall I eat, what shall I drink, wherewithal shall I be clothed? with-
out a situation, having therefore no opportunity to eam my liveli-
hood; without substance, having therefore nothing to look upon by
which I may be supported without labour; without friend or patron
who might give me his generous assisstance; what shall I do?" You
are a Christian are you; you must use all diligence, that is your
duty: but oh, if God shall help you, mingle no fretfulness with the
diligence. no impatience with your suffering, and no distrust with
your trials. No, remember what Jesus had said so sweetly to the
point, "Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do
they reap, nor gather into barnst yet your Heavenly Father feedeth
them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking
thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye
thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you That even
Solomon in his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore,
if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O
ye of little faith? Therefore, take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be
clothed? (for after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you." Such a care as that I say is natural
e,nough, and to bid a man shake it off when he is in actual need is
cruelly absurd, unless you have a sure consolation to offer him; but
you can say, "Cast your trial upon God." Use your most earnest
endeavours, humble yourself under the mighty hand of God; if you
cannot do one thing do another; if you cannot earn it by the sweat
of your brains do it by the sweat of your brow, do something for an
honest living; sweep a crossing if you cannot do anything else, for if

I
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a man will not work neither let him eat: but havingbroirght yourself
to that, if still every door is shut, "Trust in the Lord and do good, so
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed."

Business men, wlto have not exactly to hunt for the neccessaries
of life, are often tormented with the anxieties of large transactions
and extended commerce. The failures of others, frequent bad debts,
changes in the markets, monetary pressures, and sudden panics,
cause a world of trouble. Through our fashion of credit in this age,
it is very hard for a Christian to conduct business in the sober sub-
stantial fashion which a tender conscience would prefer. "Owe no
man anything,"-if that could be interwoven in to the system of
trade, it would I do not doubt, cure ten thousand ills which now
grow out of that credit system, which seems to be unavoidable' but
wnicn I am sure involves many of the crimes which are committed,
and very much of the care which racks business men' Well, through
the present high-pressure system of trade there is naturally much
care. If' any man here can say that he can go into his office having
many in his employ, and never at all have care, I should think he
must be a rare bird in the world, surely he might walk till he dropped
with weariness before he would meet with another of the same order.
But if there be a brother here who has a business so extensive that
he does not sleep at night, that he lies there tossing on his bed, think'
ing about this servant who may have robbed him, or about that
vessel that is out at sea, or about the low prices of a certain article
which has gone down since he laid in a large stock, and all those
little things which all of you know-then I say, "Brother' hold hard
here, whit are you doing? what are you doing? Are you sure that
in this you have used your best prudence and wisdom' and your best
industry, and given it your best attention?" "Yes," Well then' what
more have you to do? Suppose you like to weep all night, will that
keep your ship from going on the Goodwin sands? Suppose you
could cry your eyes out, will that make a thief honest? Suppose
you could fret yourself till you could not eat, would that raise the
price of goods? One would think if you were just to say, "Well, I
have done all that is to be done,now I will leave it with God," that
you might go about your business and have the full use of your
senses to attend to it. Whereas now, you fritter away your senses,
and then commit blunders, and so multiply your troubles by that
very freffulness by which you hoped to remove them. There-let
them alone! We say, "Leave well alone," but I say, "Leave ill
alone," leave thera both alone, and with your two hands, for you
will want both hands to do it,-with the hand of prayer, "In every'
thing by prayer and supplication, making known your wants unto

to7
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God," and with the other hand, the hand of faith, trusting in God_
Iift your load right off from your own shoulders, and let the whole
c_rushing weight be left with your etemal God, for ,.he will sustain
thee, he will never suffer the iighteou, to be moved.,,

- Another anxiety of a personal kind which is very natural, and
q9-.:d very proper if it be not carried to excess, is the care of'your
children. Blessed be God for our children. we do oot sympinisewith those who look upon them as afflictions, for we believe them
lrl],?, 

b,: 
1_h,:rihg:, of the Lord. But what anxieties th.t ;;;i;"now shalt we.brjng rhem up, how shall they be provided flr? Willrney nono-ur their parents, or will they bring disgiace upon the namothey bear? A child m.aV !e the greaiest ",irr" f,i, pur*t, ";;;;,while he may be their choicesiccmfort. "All tLese,', u. un oropuritan said, "are doubtful blessings, and may be certain "oro,;,yet I will not have it that there ii any doubt about their beineblessings, and may be certain curses," y.t i;ilI;"rr""r-riii"?

rnere ts any doubt about there being blessings, as God sends them.
A christian parent must have care-about his children, and ari Gmore because he is a christian, since he will not u" *trrn.J *itntheir getting on in business, he will never be content til his childrenwalk in the truth. Mother, father, you have prayed for your "rrilat"o,you trust you have set them a holy example, you labour dav bv davto teach them the truth as it is in ihem; if is weil, now i.t v""ri*r',quietly expect the blessing, leave your offspring with God; dt;;impatience intrude if they are not convertei in-your time,'una lJ
l:_!1rry.t 

distract your mind if they shoutd seem to UJff 
-V"*

nopg!: I met yesterday with a few verses, which sound like the
warblings of an American songstress; they exactly suit my subiecf
and in reading them in_private they have touched i"V fr.*i E;.;;
me therefore' if though I never read a sermon, I ihould tor on"eread a part of one.

I

"The Master has come over Jordan,,'
Said Hannah, the mother, one day;

"Hg_i: healing the people who throng Him,
With a touch of His finger, they Jay.

And now I shall carry the children"
Little Rachel, and Samuel, and John

I shall carry the baby, Esther,
For the Lord to look upon."

The father looked at her [indlv.
But he shook his head, and'smiled:

{
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"Now, who but a doating mother
Would think of a thing so wild?

If the children were tortured by demons,
Or dying of fever'twere well;

Or had they the taint of the lcper,
Like manv in Israel."

"Nay, do oo, *Oo me, Nathan;
I feel such a burden of care:

If I carry it to the Master,
Perhaps I shall leave it there.

If He lay His hand on the children,
My heart will be lighter, I know:

For a blessing for ever and ever
Will follow them as they go."

So, over the hills of Judah,
Along by the vine-rows green,

With Esther asleep on her bosom,
And Rachel her brothers between;' 'Mong the people who hung on His teaching,
Or waited His touch and His word,

Through the row of proud Pharisees listening,
She pressed to the feet of the l-ord.

"Now, why should'st thou hinder the Master,"
Said Peter, "with children like these?

Seest not how, from morning till evening,
He teacheth and healeth disease?"

Then Christ said, "Forbid not the children,
Permit them to corne unto Me! "

And He took in His arms little Esther,
And Rachel He set on His knee;

And the heavy heart of the mother
Was lifted all earth-care above,

As He laid His hands on the brothers,
And blest them with tenderest love;' 

As He said of the babes in His bosom,
"Of such are the kingdom of heaven;"

And strength for all duty and trial
That hour to her spirit was given.

Thus do ye, and thus inherit the blessing.
But each Christian will in his time have personal troubles
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higher order, namely, spiritual cares. He is begotten again unto a
lively hope, but he fears that his faith will yet die. He hopes he has
some spark of spiritual joy, but there are dark and dreary nights
which lower over him, and he fears that his lamp will die out in
darkness. As yet he has been victorious, but he trembles lest he
should one day fall by the hand of the enemy. Beloved, I beseech
thee; cast this care upon God for he careth for you. "I am per-
suaded that he that hath begun a good work in you will carry it on
and perfect it unto the day of Christ." He hath said, "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee." "The mountains shall depart and the
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee,
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord
that hath mercy on thee." "When thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thEe: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." "No good thing will I
withhold from them that walk uprightly." "I give unto my sheep
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand." Why, one might keep you all this morning,
and this afternoon and evening too, repeating the precious promises
of God, and we might close them all by saying,

"What more can he say than to you he hath said,
You who unto Jesus for refuge hath fled?"

Away then with dark suspicions and anxieties! Is it care about past
sin? "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's dear Son, cleanseth us from
all sin." Is it present temptation? "There hath no temptation
happened to you but such as is common to men: but God who is
faithful, who will not sufter you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it." fs it future peril? O leave thou that with him,
for neither "things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." If you begin to
think always of yourself, you must be miserable. Why, it is Christ
that makes you what you are before the eyes of God; look then
to Jesus in order to find out what you are in God's esteem: Soul,
I say again look at Christ, and not at yourself. Never let anxieties
about sanctification destroy your confidence of justification. What if
you be a sinner! Christ died to save sinners. What if you be un-
deserving! "In due time Christ died for the ungodly." Grace is
free. The invitation is still open to you; rest the whole burden of
your soul's salvation where it must rest. Do not be anUzza, lay no
hasty hand upon the sacrifices or unsurp the priesthood, for Christ

I
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must stand for you, you cannot stand or do for yourself. Cast, then,
your care on him, for he careth for you.

I shall want your patient attention two or three minutes more,
while trying to apply this remedy, when I notice that there are many
cares not of a personal but rather of an ecclesiastical character,
which often insinuate themselves and plead for life, but which must
nevertheless be put away. I am sorry to confess, that if I do not
preach to any one else this morning, I shall now be preaching to
myself. There are cares about how God's work is to be carried on.
I know a foolish young man who lies awake many nights thinking
about that, and who sometimes by day makes himself foolishly sad,
because with large purposes of heart and with great designs in his
soul he sees not the way by which they are to be carried out, and
has not yet attained the faith which

"Laughs at impossibilities,
And says, 'It shall be done."'

If any of you are from the same sad disease, let me exhort you from
the words of Peter, to cast the care about God's work upon God.
He never sent us a warfare at our own charge; he never did require
us to do ftis work: that he will attend to himself: and we ought to
feel that if God does not enable us to do as much as we would, it is
a blessed thing to be enabled and permitted to do as much as we
can. If we think there are few men to work, or little means with
which to work, we must not be fretful about where the means or the
men shall come from. We may properly pray, "Lord, send
labourers," and with equal propriety we may ask that he who has
the silver and the gold, may give them for his own work; but after
that we must cast our care on God. Then, if we get over that, there
will be another anxiety,-one which frets me often enough-which
is,the success of God's work. Ohl when there are souls converted,
how our heart leaps for joy; when the Church keeps continually in-
creasing, how glad we are! But if there is even a little lull, we feel
so sad; if we do not see God's arm always bare, we are ready to
Iie down and say, "Lord, let me die, I am no better than my fathers."
When we are in a low state of body and heart too, that weakening
sickness of unbelief, like the woman's issue of blood, comes over us,
and we feel that life is ebbing as success decreases. Now, this is a
care we must cast on God. Husbandman, your Great Employer
sent you out to sow the seed, but if no grain of it should ever
come up, if you sowed the seed as he told you, and where he told
you, he will never lay the blame of a defective harvest to you. It is
burs to preach, but to convert souls is God's; it is ours to labour,
but the iuccess depends alone on him. "They that go through the

i

l



Ll2 Tke Gospel Magazine

yu-lt.y "-f Baca make it a well,"-thatis theirbusiness, to dig wells-"the rain also filleth the pools,"-it is not their businesr i-o nu th"
wells; and the wells do not get full from the bottom as they do in our
country, it is the rain that fiils the pools,-the blessing cbmes from
on high; and if we have dug the welis, and we have praled six times,
and as yet the rain has not descended, go again seven times, and the
rain shall yet descend, and the pools shall 6e filled to the brim. Do
not, therefore let us have cares about success.

And sometimes there is another care, it is the care lest some little
slip made by ourselves or others should give cause to the enemy to
blaspheme. There are devils besides those in hell, there are uo-. on
earth; and some of these are too glad to find an opportunity, if there
be a word that is ever so fitly spoken, to wrest iiout of iti connec-
tion and make stock and capital for blasphemy out of it. It is an
easy task and one which any fool can accomplish, but this world is
full of fools who are glad to find dirt to eat, ind then havine eaten
it themselves to cram it down others throats. one is .oti.ti*".
afraid to walk for fear of breaking something in such a frail world
as this; afraid to speak, lest we should say something which might
open the enemy's mouth. A careful jealousy is very well if it leids
to caution, but very ill if it leads to a distressing weak anxiety. What
have you and I to do with what the enemy may do? if the Lord does
not chain the devil I am sure we cannot, and if he does not shut
Ihe mouths of liars, I do not know that we ought to wish he would;
for if he lets them open their mouths I have no doubt they are best
open. Many a time, as Christ rode into Jerusalem on the back of
an ass, the truth has ridden into the midst of Jerusalem in triumph
on the back of its most despicable enemies. Beyond doubt, Christ
has been lifted up even on the point of the spear, and the light of
the gospel has beamed like a beacon from the stake where the
martyr perished. Well, let us leave our enemies to do what they will,
and only stand fast to the Lord and cast our care on him.

And then, one is so afraid of being unfaithful at the last, lest the
blood of souls should be on our skirts. Oh! that thoueht has dashed
me on my forehead on the floor many and many a tirie. This heavy
burden crushes me into the most pitiable state, until the body sym-
pathises with the mind so fully, that if you could see me *itt'the
tears running flo.ln my eyes, and the cold sweat starting from my
head, you would say, "What a creature is that to eo-forth ani
preach." The thought of having all of you to addresi, and that I
must be faithful or else your blood shall be required at my hands,
is so awful a one that in private I never dare to think of lt. for it
utterly unmans me. But oh, blessed be God, if he has enabled us to
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do all we can by his Spirit, we must leave it there. We know that he
will not ask more of us than he has given to us, and if he has helped
us so far, his shall be the glory; but if we have failed, even that too
shall be washed away through the precious blood, and with all his
weight of responsibility the minister shall yet enter heaven and find
a place amongst the sanctified.

IIL I close my last point upon which only a word, of rrrn swEET
INDUCEMENT To LEAvE youR BURDEN: "He careth for you."

Believe in an universal providence, the Lord cares for ants and
angels, for worms and for worlds; he cares for cherubim and for
sparrows, for seraphim and for insects. Cast your care on him, he
that calleth the stars by their names, and leadth them out by
numbers, by their hosts. "Why sayest thou, Oh Jacob, and thinkest
Oh Israel, my way is passed over from God and he has utterly for'
gotten me?" Let his universal providence cheer you. Think next of
his particular providence over all the saints. "Precious shall their
blood be in his sight." "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints." "We know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them that are called according to his
purpose." Let the fact that while he is the Saviour of all men, he is
specially the Saviour of them that believe, let that cheer and comfort
you, that special providence which watches over the chosen, "The

angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him." And
then, thirdly, let the thought of his special love to you be the very
essence of your comfort. "I will never leave thee, not forsake thee."
God says, that as much to you, as he said it to any saint of old.
"Fear not, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward." Oh!
I would beloved, that the Holy Ghost would make you feel the
promise as being spoken to you; out of this vast assembly forget the
rest and only think of yourself, for the promises are unto you, meant
for you. Oh! grasp them. It is ill to get into a way of reading Scrip'
ture for the whole Church, read it for yourselves and specially hear
the Master say to you this morning, "Let not yourheaft be troubled,
ye believe in God believe also in me." Think that ye hear him say,
"I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not." Think thou seest
him walking on the waters of thy trouble, for he is there and he is
saying, "Fear not, it is I, be not afraid." Oh! those sweet words of
Christ! Lord speak them to me; speak them to thy poor sorrowing
child yonder; speak them to each one of us; speak them to us, and
let us hear thy voice and say, "Jesus whispers consolation, f cannot
refuse it, I will sit under his shadow with great delight."

Sinners, ungodly persons here, you know not God. I send you
away when I have some one who will take your cares for you! Why

I
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you know you will have your cares whether you are Christians or
not, you are sure to have troubles even in the world, but then you
have no Christ to comfort you, no God to sustain you, no promise
to cheer you; you have the darkness without the lamp, you have to
die without the immortality to follow. Oh that you knew what a
Christian is, and your mouths would be a watering to know the
Christian's privilege. But I say to you, cast your sini upon Christ.
Jesus Christ can take them. If thou believest on him there is proof
in his own person that thou mightest go free. Oh may we each this
morning, saint and sinner, come even to the cross, and to the throne
of grace, and say, "Lord, unload us of our burdens of guilt and care,
and give us now to go on our way rejoicing," because God, all-
sufficient, has said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee."

The wicked have a never-dying worm, and the godly a never-
fading crown.

An unbeliever has a double condemnation: one from the latt
which he has transgressed, and the other from the gospel which he
has despised.

Do not think thu because God is merciful you may go on in sin;
this is to make mercy become your enemy. To sin because merq
abounds is the devil's logic. Tnorraas WlrsoN.

" And so shall we ever be with the l-ord." (lst Thessalonians 4: 17).
To be with Him for a lew years, as John and Peter were; to be

with Him for one Lord's day, as the beloved disciple subsequently
was (Revelation l: l0): to be with Him a few moments, as PauI
caught up into the third heavens was-how blessed! But to be ever
with the Lord-not only today, but to-morrow-nay, neither to-day
nor to-morrow, but now, now, now-one everlasting now!

Jaruns fllrrarr,roN. t
t
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OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

Born of a woman-made under the law,
In all things like unto His brethren;

Father, forgive the erring thought-
But did Jesus ever feel r'

The anguish of an arid soul,
A heart that's cold towards Thee?

Simply in speaking the thought it is answered-
Sin Divides-Sin Divides;

How could He forget His Father
He who knew no sin,

The Sinless One, Blest Sacrifice-
Thank Thee. God. for Him.

Yet Jesus thou hast known the anguish,
Above all my mind can grasp,

Of separation from thy God
Made sin on my behalf.

God forsaken of God, there upon Golgotha!
Ah-the mystery of the Master's sufferings-

Dare I compare my cross with His!

But, Blest Saviour, stays the thought-
Thoa hast wept under weight of sin

"Smitten and afflicted by the Hand of God"
Praying and weeping in this vale of tears

Bowed down by guilt-but not Thine own.
Reason staggers-senses reel,

But from the heart resounds the shout-
Exulting-No more Condemnation!

And more-we have a Great High Priest
A man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief.

Let us therefore draw near with boldness
Unto the throne of Grace-of Grace.

So to Thee I bring my burden-
Son of man at the right hand of God.

Blest role-Incarnate Son, my Saviour
Risen Christ, the Earnest of Salvation.

Exalted forerunner of Thine elect-
In that Thou has suffered-Thou art able to Succour.

PsrEn Hm-r-rnaN.

I
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John fluss:
Marty, of Bohemia

(cir. ry6g-t4rS)
S. M. HOUGHTON

It is a little ovcr 550 years since John Huss of Bohemia perished
in the flames of martyrdom in the City of Constance on the shores of
Lake Constance where the frontiers of Germany, Switzerland, and
Austria meet. 'Perished'would be the world's word for the tragedy;
but it is certainly not the appropriate term to describe the event
from the biblical and Christian standpoint. Rather would we speak
of it as a translation, even though fiery death was the means of its
accomplishment. Two men, and only two, have been translated'that they should not see death.' To countless multitudes more
the translation from earth to glory has been by way of suffering and
martyrdom.

First a word about the country to which Huss belonged. English
folk in general know little of Bohemia, possibly very many do not
even know where to locate it on the map; nor do they know that it
now forms a part of Czecho-Slovakia, although under that name
many would remember the happening at Munich (Bavaria) as
recently as 1938, in which a British statesman played a notable, and,
as some would add, an ignoble part. Apart from 'Munich,'English

education conveys little information to English citizens about
Bohemia. An upland country, bounded by high mountain ranges,
wedged in between Germany and Austria proper, far from the seas
which in modern times give access to remote parts of the earth, it
has nevertheless piayed a not inconspicuous part in the onward
march of history. Few who sing about 'good King Wenceslas' and
his 'looking out' realise that he was a Bohemian king of the 10th
century whose attempts to Christianize his country led to his assas-
sination by his younger brother. Doubtless most Englishmen have
heard of the Prince of Wales' feathers without realising that these
also have a Bohemian connection. At the famous Battle of Crecy
in 1346, John, King of Bohemia, was slain, fighting for the French.
His crest consisted of three ostrich fsathers together with the motto
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'fch dien' (I serve), and these were thereupon adopted by the Black
Prince, eldest son of the English king Edward III. At least so runs
the tradition. Then again, the term 'Bohemian' belongs to tho
English language as descriptive of literary men and artists of loose
and irregular habits, akin to gipsies, to whom the word was applied
in the l5th century under the mistaken belief that they were natives
of the country of John Huss.

A much more certain connection, however, between Bohemia and
England applies to John Huss himself, for in 1382 the English king
Richard II, son of the Black Prince (who died before his father)
married Anne of Bohemia, sister of King Wenceslas IV, and a
Iink between the two countries was forged which helped to introduce
the writings of John Wycliffe, a Yorkshireman and an outstanding
reformer, into Bohemia. These writings had profound influence, not
least upon John Huss himself, one consequence being that he be-
came 'the chief intermediary in handing on from Wyclifte to Luther
the torch which kindled the Reformation.' The Encyclopaedia
Britannica, which makes this claim for him, adds that Huss was
'one of the bravest of the martyrs who have died in the cause of
honesty and freedom, of progress and of growth towards the light'
(12 ed. p. 7). To this statement, made in somewhat non'committal
historical terms, we would add that Huss died in promoting the
cause of Christ and the truth of His holy Word. He was a true
disciples of the Man of sorrows, and, like his Master, he was much
acquainted with grief.

Whether the claim sometimes made for a remarkable saying
linked with the martyr's name is historically true it is not easy to
determine, but it is worthy of quotation. It turns upon the fact that
the name Huss was the Bohemian word for 'goose.' We give the
saying in the words of C. H. Spurgeon (Sermon 2218: Vol' for
1891): "They burned Huss whose name was Goose, but he said
that God would raise up a swan; a bigger bird than he: and that
was Luther's motto, his coat of arms, and they could never roast
the swan, though they would have liked to have done so." To a
similar effect run words undoubtedly spoken by Huss at a time when
he had been driven away from his residence in Prague, the capital
of Bohemia, to become an outcast for a period without a settled
dwelling-place: "The wicked have prepared for a goose perfi{i9u-s
nets. Buf if even the goose, which is no more than a domestic bird,
a peaceable creature, and whose flight carries it but a short distance
ir the air, has nevertheless broken through their meshes, other
birds whose flight will bear them boldly through the heavens will
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yet break loose through them with much more force. Instead of a
silly goose, the truth will hereafter send forth eagles ana iatcons
with piercing looks." The word was prophetic 

-of 
Reformation

days which commenced about 100 y"urc uft"i Huss thus .po[", una
which he rejoiced to see in the slnse in which it *u. *riit.o ot
Abraham, 'Your father_Aaraham rejoiced to see My day, and He
saw it and was glad.' "The image of chrirt," said i-Iusi ..win be
engraven anew in the hearts of men by preachers far more worthy
than I. And I, awakenin-g from among ihe dead, unO ,iring, ,o io
speak, from the tomb, will leap with e*ie.s of joy.,,

The story of John Huss must here be but briefly tord. Born in
or about 1369 in the little town of Husinetz (from which rr" ,ee-s io
have derived his name). in the southern part of Bohemia, he early
r_hoy"d great zeal for education and the robition to obtain om."-i"
the Romish church. His rewards came thick and fast. at irr. "g"
of 34 he had not only obtained high academic distinction but hid
been appointed Rector of prague uri".*itv The worrd seemed to
be at his feet. His academic attainments and the *."rinj oi tt e
appropriate coloured robes and cap appeared to him to be-all that
his heart could wish.

- - About the year 1400 Huss was ordained .priest.' Unlike many of
his- contemporaries, he took the duties of tihe office very *ri;riy
fdeed, and ere long he bela,me a popular preacher, noi u, y;i;
the reformed faith, but_ of the religious duties appointeJ dy the
church for devout worshippers. In particular he wis raised to the
office of preacher at a chapel known as 'Bethlehem,' where ministry
was to be in the Bohemian language and not in Latin. Here he
enjoyed an unusual degree of fleedom to proclaim truth as far as he
understood it, even where it diftered frornnormal Romanism.

Mention has already been made of John wycliffe and of the in-
fluence of his writings in Bohemia after his death. There is littlo
direct proof that England's queen, Anne of Bohemia, was herself
influenced by these writings, but it is tolerably certain that she was
1 vely devout person, in the habit of studying copies of the Gospels
iq tttry9 languages-Bohemian, German and iatin-as Wyciifte
himself informs us. The Archbishop of canterbury, speaking 6f her
afte-r her untimely death at the age of twenty-eighi in itre y"i, tzs+,
made special reference to the extraordinary iovJwhich shi exhibited
towards the word of God, and the diligence with which she studied
i! i1 the English language after her mirriage. It seems more than
likely that the constant intercourse between her homeland and her
adopted land qfrich resulted from her union with Richard rI helps
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to account for the influence which Wycliffe's writings began to
exercise in the land of John Huss, first the philosophical writings and
afterwards the theological.

Yet it is clear that Huss never attained to the grasp of truth which
characterised Wycliffe. Wyclifte attacked certain doctrines of the
Roman Church, chiefly transubstantiation, which Huss never fully
forsook. In some respects, in fact, Wycliffe sought after much more
extensive reform than did the sixteenth-century Reformers. Margaret
Deanesly, expert in Mediaeval History, states that he wanted 'a

church without bishops, possibly without an ordained clerry,
without bishops who could be officers of state, without a poweful and
magistral papacy, without canon law.' It cannot be said that the re-
form of the church, as envisaged by Huss, ever reached to these pro-
portions. Huss was never a reformer as Wycliffe and Luther and
Calvin were reformers. Yet to the truth to which he attained he was
faithful unto death, and the story of his martyrdom reveals a man
characterised by an extremely tender conscience, an earnest love for
the pure Word and truth of God, a yeaming for purity of life, and a
desire to see the professing church cleansed from the awful abuses
and immoralities which stained its officers, and, quite apart from its
terrible doctrinal errors, rendered it 'fit neither for the land nor yet
for the dunghill.'

The fierce attacks launched by Huss on the Roman Church were
matched by his own personal penitence. He continually humbled
himself for transgressions known only to himself and to God.
Among the sins that burdened his conscience was playing at chess
and losing his temper when beaten. It is such things as this, trivial
though they may seem to many, that show the current or set of a
man's soul. The godly are trouQled by matters which, to the secular
mind, signify not at ali.

To some extent Huss was saved from papal persecution by what
is known as the Great Schism. The Papacy was rent from top to
bottom. There were two rival popes (and for some time three), each
with his body of supporters. In 1408 the Archbishop of Prague
supported Gregory XII, the pope who held Rome itself, whereas the
King of Bohemia favoured a policy of neutrality. The King there-
fore persecuted the Archbishop who, finding himself worsted,
decided to transfer his support to Pope Alexander V, a claimant
who had French support. At this point, in order to atone, as he
said, for his former repudiation of Alexander V, he began a crusade
against Wycliffism in Bohemia. Wyclifte's books were collected
from all quarters, principally from the University of Prague, piled
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p the courtyard of the episcopal palace, and fired by the Arch-
bishop's own hand. A loud Te Deum was sung as the bboks burned
and their funeral knell was rung, 'in the expectation,' as a contem-
porary chronicler says, 'that they had now reached the end of all
troubles, whereas by the permission of God, the righteous Judge,
the troubles had but truly set in.' The excommunication of Huss, as
a Wycliffite, followed, and only the fact of the Schism prevented
matters from reaching a climax speedily.

. Huss appealed to Pope Alexander V, declaring the rectitude of
his intentions and the lawfulness of his protests against the greed and
the wickedness of church officers; and after Alexander's death, he
renewed his appeal to his wicked successor, John XXIII,T who sent
commissioners to deal with the case in consultation with the Arch-
bishop of Prague. The papal legate asked Huss whether he was
prepared to obey the 'apostolic (i.e. the papal) commands.' He
replied that He was willing to do so with all his heart. But when the
legate turned to the Archbishop and said, 'See now, he is willing to
obey the commands of our master,' Huss immediately intervened
with the protest, 'Understand me aright! I term the doctrine of
Christ apostolic commands, and so far as the commands of the
Pope agree with that doctrine and those commands, I am willing
gladly to obey them; but when I see the contrary, I will not obey,
even though you place before me fire to consume my body.'

The word 'contrary' is significant in this context. It was Wycliffe's
teaching, and that of Lollards after him, that, if men could find pre-
cedent and support for their actions and usages in 'God's law,'
'Christ's law,' then indeed they followed Christ: if they could not,
then they contraried Christ' and were antiChrist and anti-Christian.
'To contrary Christ'was a term much on Lollard lips.

fn the outcome of the conflict between Huss and the Archbishop,
the reformer was excomrnunicated afresh, with 'aggravation' and
're-aggravation.' Every one who associated with him fell under the
same sentence. Religious services were to be suspended (under an
interdict) in every place where he tried to take refuge, and three
stones were to be cast at every house in which he resided in token of
everlasting damnation. Huss thereupon appealed from the Pope to
Christ. At the same time he left Prasue and found shelter where he
could.

Meanwhile troubles ecclesiastical and political continued to over-'

I. The predcessor of the present Pope, when he took the title of lohn XXIII. obviouslv
intended the world to know tlat he repudiatcd the claims of the pope of the same titl;
in the time of fohn Huss to be in the so-called 'aDostolic succession.-'
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whelm the Papacy. Rome was taken in May, 1413, by Ladislas,
King of Naples, Pope John's enemy. Sigismund, King of Hungary
and Holy Roman Emperor, was at the same time in Italy with an
army, and Pope John, accepting his advice, decided to assent to the
universal wish for the calling of a General Council of the Church.
This duly met in the German city of Constance. Huss was sum-
moned to appear before it on a charge of heresy, and the Emperor,
by giving him a safe-conduct, guaranteed to protect him against all
his foes and to dnabte him to return in safety to his own land.

It was November, 1414, when the reformer reached Constance.
He took lodgings with a devout widow. His foes were soon plotting
his utter destruciion and using every endeavour to turn all hearts
in the Council against him. Their wickedness seemed to prosper. A
month after his arrival, Huss was arrested and imprisoned in a
dungeon close to the outfall of the city sewer. This violation of the
safe-conduct, when it came to the ears of Sigismund, caused him to
quit Constance in protest, but he needed little persuasion to return,
and the business of putting Huss on trial was soon resumed. Matters
were further cornplicated by the sudden flight from the city of Pope
John himself. He left disguised as a common man-at-arms, fearful
lest an inquiry should be instituted at the Council into his intolerably
wicked life and works. Probably his absence from the city facilitated
the machinations of the enemies of Huss, whose trial now went
forward with speed"

Huss was charged with holding the doctrines of Wycliffe, includ-
ing the denial of transubstantiation, he sought to defend himself by
pleading that orthodoxy and heresy were alike to be tested by Holy
Scriptuie and, as judged by this criterion, he was orthodox to the
cot". Hit principles are well summed up in words which appear in
his Bohemian 'Exposition of the Creed':

"All Christians ought to believe what God hath commanded to
be believed. Even though every man may not know all that
ought to be believed, yet he is ready and ought to. be ready
whin the truth is shown to him out of the Holy Scriptures, to
receive it gladly, and should he hold anything contrary to
Scripture, to forsake it immediately. And it is good for every
man not to hold anything rashly; but when he comes to know

God's truth, to hold it firmly even unto death; for the truth will

eventually make him free; for the Lord Jesus saith, 'If ye con'

tinue in My word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall
know the iruth, and the truth shall make you free.' Therefore
faithful Christian! , seek the truth, hearken to the truth, hold
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the truth, defend the truth, even unto death; for the truth will
make you free. Therefore faithful Christian, seek the truth,
hearken to the truth, learn the truth, hold the truth, defend the
truth, even unto death; for the truth will make you free from
sin, from the devil, from the death of the soul and finally from
everlasting death, which is the everlasting separation from the
favour of God, and from all the bliss of salvation, which bliss he
will obtain who believes in God and in Jesus Christ. who is Verv
God and Very Man."

It is clear that the enemies of Huss were determined to secure his
condemnation and death, irrespective of the skill and accuracy of
his contentions in his own defence. His complaint was that he was
shouted down when he began to speak, and was quite unable to
make himself heard. It is remarkable how wonderfully he was sus-
tained physically and mentally under the long-drawn-out agony of
the trial. He had been removed from the insalubrious prison by the
sewer outfall, but conflned with rigour in a tower where, by day
(when not required in the Council), he was allowed to move only
the length of the chain fastened to his feet; and at night he was
chained to a wall by his arms. His health declined; toothache, head-
ache and ague all afflicted him, but he remained 'steadfast, un-
moveable, and abounding' in his declaration of the truth. At one
point in the proceedings of the Council, the Emperor Sigismund was
caused to hang his head and blush for very shame as he was re-
minded of the breaking of the promise of safe-conduct which he
had given. It is recorded that a later Emperor, Charles V, in
Luther's day declined to render himself liable to a similar shame by
violating at Worms the safe-conduct he had given to the German
reformer.

We cannot here pursue all the intricacies of the trial of Huss. He
exhibited the utmost degree of courage and was inflexible in testi-
mony to the truth. At one point he was accused of monstrous
blasphemy by proclaiming himself to be a fourth person in the Holy
Trinity! The printed 'Acta' of the Council stated that the accusa-
tion was 'proved to be true from one Doctor of Theology, from
common report and fame, by one abbot from common fame, and by
a vicar of the Cathedral at Prague who said he had heard it from
the mouth of John Huss as articled." 'Let that doctor be named
who has given this evidence against me' exclaimed Huss; but no
reply was forthcoming. In vain he protested his belief in the ortho-
dox doctrine of the Trinity. His condemnation had been pre-
determined and defence was scarcely permitted him.
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publicly burned.
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passed. Huss and his books were to be
prisoner knelt down in open Council and

prayed: 'Lord Jesus, pardon all my enemies, I pray Thee, for the
sake of Thy great mercy. Thou knowest that they have falsely
accused mq brought forward false witnesses, and concocted false
articles against me. Pardon them for the sake of Thine infinite
mercy! '

The Archbishop of Milan and six other Bishops were appointed
to conduct the formal degradation of Huss from the priesthood.
First he was dressed in altar vestments; each of the Bishops in turn
then divested him of them with the appointed words of cursing.
Over the question of the marring of his tonsure there was some dis-
puting. Eventually it was accomplished with scissors and not with
a razor. This done, the words rang out 'We commit thy soul to the
Devil.' 'And I commit it to the Lord Jesus Christ,' cried the
prisoner. As they hurried him to the place appointed for the burn-
ing, a 'crown of blasphemy' was put on his head, bearing the words,
'This is an arch-heretic'and depicting devils tearing his soul. When
the procession reached the stake, Huss fell on his knees, praying
and repeating Psalms 3l and 51, with much stress on the words,
'Into Thy hands I commit my spirit; Thou hast redeemed me, O
Lord, Thou God of truth.' 'Lord Jesus Christ,' he further cried, 'I

am willing patiently and publicly to endure this dreadful, shameful,
and cruel death for the sake of Thy Gospel and the preaching of
Thy Word.'

His boots they could not remove when he was stripped of his
clothes, for his feet were still enchained, but in a richer, higher and
more exalted sense, his feet were shod, as never before, with the
preparation of the Gospel of peace. The fire did its work. The
people departed. 'See how a true Christian dies,' they might well
have said one to another. The officers at the stake gathered up the
ashes, burned the clothes as though they were the garments of a
leper, dug up the very earth around the stake lest contamination
should remain, and flung them, ashes and earth and all, into the
Rhine, just as, a few years later, the remains of the disinterred
Wycliffe were cast into the river that runs through Leicestershire's
Lutterworth. Which acts are a parable, for the teaching of the two
men. re-enforced, arnplified and corrected by later reformers, have
dispersed themselves worldwide.

Thus, then, did a man of whom neither Bohemia nor Europe nor
the world was worthy meet his end. The testimony of a man whom
the professing Church accounted an incarnate devil has been the en-
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richment of the true Church of God. It rests with us to remember
with deep gratitude, 'the end of his manner of life-Jesus Christ the
same yesterday and today and for ever.' But remembrance in itself
is insufficient. The Holy Spirit brings the people of the Lord to
mind that we may be stimulated by their example and carry on their
work, holding forth the Word of life even as did they. If we fall
short of this, history remains a spiritually barren study. We are 'to

take up the torch and wave it wide, the torch that lights time's
thickest gloom.' And if we see, as some of us do, the gloom of
Romanism and a false ecumenicalism overshadowing our land, so
much the more need for the imitation of the 'goose' of Bohemia and
the 'swan' of Germany. Truth demands testimony. The Lord help
and enable us to bear it!

This is surely one of the principles of faith that we do not move
a step unless the Word of God shows us the way and shines before
us like a lantern, as David says (Fsalm 119 v. 105). We must learn
that this is a thing to be observed through the whole of life, to
attempt nothing unless God calls. JoHN Cer-vrx.

It is marx's sin and judgment that ever since he ceased to be what he
should be, he striveth to seem to be what he is not.

Tnoues Bnoors.

"Lord lesus,Thou art my righteousness. I amThy sin. Thou hast
taken upon Thee what was mine, and given to me what was Thine.
llhat Thou wast not Thou becamest, that I might become what I
was not." M,lnrw Lurnrn.

His cross is the sweetest burden that ever I bare: it is such a burdm
as wings are to a bird, or sails to a ship, to carry me forward to my
harbor. Sluuei, RufifinroRD.



The Gospel Magazine

SERMON

ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN ?
H. M. CARSON

"Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:
And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And

it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with
the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called
Clrristians first in Antioch."-Acts ll:25,26.

We are looking particularly at that final statement-"The disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch." If there is one word which
has been evacuated of almost all meaning, it is this word Christian.
I find that apart from those who are prepared to say they are
humanists or atheists or agnostics, and they tend still to be sorne-
what in the minority, or at least the more vociferous members of the
group-apart from them, if you ask the average person in this
country, "Are you a Christian?" the almost inevitable answer is
"Yes." He may have very little contact with the church of God'
he may apparently have very little time for the things of God and
for the Lord's Day, but his instinctive reaction is, "Yes: I may not
be a very good one, but I am a Christian all right." In fact so many
seem to think that being a Christian is largely synonymous with
being a member of this nation. It is almost like asking a man in
Egypt, "Are you a Moslem?" They imagine that the very fact that
you live in this country, that you are brought up in what they would
call a Christian nation, qualifies you for this title. There are many
others indeed and they seem to think it is largely in terms of your
character. The Christian is the decent chap; he is the man who lives
uprightly, who does the good turn when the good turn is required;
and if you suggest, by seeking to present the gospel to him, that he
is not a Christian, he imagines that you are almost impugning his
character, his decency and his respectability.

There are many others who think that the term Christian is
largely to be explained in terms of some link with one of the
churches in this country. Some months ago when I was having a
great deal of attention from journalists, one of them came into my
;tudy and he was wanting to ask me some questions; but I decided
that-attack was the best form of defence and so I asked him shaight
away, "Are you a Christian?" His immediate reply was, "Yes, 

-l
am a Ro-an Catholic." He might have said, "Yes, f am a Baptist"

r25

l

l

F



126 The Gospel Magazine

or "f am an Anglican," but it is the instinctive reaction which you
find with so many-"I am a . .. " and one or other of the denomina-
tions is specified. So many people think that to be a Christian is
simply to have certain links with some particular group who call
themselves Christians. The very fact that a man's name appears on
a church roll, the fact that he has some link through his farnily with
the church, seems to him to qualify him for this title-Christian.

Now of course these varied reactions are by no means something
new; they are as old as Christian history. Indeed, they have their
roots even beyond the coming of Christ, because you find the same
kind of attitude right back in the days of the Old Testament. You
will remember the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah had no easy message
to bring to the nation. He had to come and speak to the nation
about sin and people never relish that kind of preaching. He had to
speak about impending judgment, how God was going to deal with
this nation, and again men do not normaliy relish the preaching of
judgment. They want a smooth, comfortable message, that does not
bite into their consciences, that does not trouble them; they want
something that will just soothe them for the week that lies ahead.
Well Jeremiah's message was not particularly relished, and they
were saying-Look, there are pagans all around and they need
your message, but we do not. Why, we are the people of God. We
have the temple here. Look at this wonderful structure, this place
which speaks of the pure worship of Jehovah over against the
idolatry of the paganism around, and so constantly on their lips
they have got this refrain "the temple of the Lord; the temple of the
Lord; we are God's people." Jeremiah had to thunder into their
ears as he sought to bring it home to their hearts, this word; that it
was not their outward membership of God's people, it was not the
very fact that they trod the courts of the temple, this was not what
constituted them truly His people. It was a matter of whether their
hearts were right before Him, of whether they knew Him and
whether they were serving Him.

Or turn to another who stood very much in the same line of
preaching as Jeremiah, John the Baptist, and what preaching that
was! It was after the generations of silence when the prophetic
voice had not been heard in Israel, and when there was a deadness
and a formalism which lay like a blight on the church of God. Then
came this prophet, the one who called men and women to repent'
ance, who spoke of the coming Deliverer, the coming Saviour, and
who bade men prepare for His coming. But he met the same kind
of attitude. There were those who said, "But we have Abraham to
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our father, we do not need this kind of message. You can go to
Tyre and Sidon and you can go to the pagans outside Israel, they
need this message, they need to be turned from their sins. Indeed
you can go to many in Israell there are the outcasts, the tax collec-
tors, the harlots-speak to them, but we do not need this." But John
says, "God is able of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham." "You need not" he says, "depend upon your godly
heritage, on your descent from that great man of faith. The real
question is what about you individually, what about your own rela-
tionship with God?"

And a greater even than Jeremiah and a greater than John the
Baptist, faced the same kind of reaction, as He spoke of the last
solemn day when men and women would stand before His judgment
seat. He said, they will come and say, "Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Thy Name, and in Thy Name have cast out devils,
and in Thy Name have done many wondrous works." Lord, we be-
long to your church; we were very active, we were very earnest. He
says, "In that day I will say unto them, Depart from me, f never
knew you." O yes, I knew all about you, I knew about your link
with my church, I knew about your earnestness, I knew about all
your activity, but I never knew you as one of my people. I never
knew you as one who bowed the knee in submission to me. f never
knew you as one of my disciples. Depart from me. So the apostle
Paul, as he looks back over the past history of his people, (he was
of course a Jew, he came from Israel) he says, Not all those who
bore the name of Israelite really belonged to the people of God.
They were outwardly linked but they never really knew the God of
Israel.
This evening we read one of the strongest repudiations, one of the
strongest rejections in the New Testament of this whole approach
which speaks in terms of admission to God's Kingdorn because of
what we are by our background or our upbringing, or by our
earnestness or our ideals. We read those words-A man is born
again, born into God's family, "not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man but of God." This is God's great refusal
of all our pretensions. When you are born again, when you become
a true Christian, when by a miracle you are brought into the family
circle of God, it is not, says theWord, by blood. It is not because
of your descent. It is not because you were born into a Christian
home. It is not because you can look back across two or three or
more generations and count godly forbears in your pedigree; that
does not make you a Christian. You may rejoice because of your
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background, you may rejoice because of godly parentage, but that
in itself will not bring you into God's family. A man is not born
again of blood; nor is he born of the will of the flesh. It is not be-
cause of his own earnestness that he comes into God's family. This
is not something that we accomplish by our own earnest endeavour.
A child is born,life is imparted to hirn, life is a giffi and we are not
born into God's family by our endeavours. This is life which comes
not from beneath but from above.

We are born, not of blood, not of the wiil of the flesh, and not of
lhe will of man. No one can accomplish this for us. You may look
back to a godly Sunday School teacher who spent much time en-
deavouring to impart the Word of God to you, and who unknown
to you probably spent many an hour praying for you, but not all the
earnestness of the teacher can bring you to Christ. You are blessed
in this church with a minister, and many of us thank God for him,
who faithfully over the years in this place has preached the gospel
of Christ, and I know his great concern is that every one who meets
in this church may come to a saving knowledge of his Lord whom
he loves. This is the burden of his heart, this is why he preaches,
this is why he prays, but his earnestness, his zeal, his deep concern
cannot bring anyone in this church into the Kingdom. He stands
as a messenger, as any preacher does. He cries, as John the Baptist
cried, "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the
world." But we are not born again of the will of man; and not
even the most godly ininister can bring us into the Kingdom. He
can point the way, he can call us to turn from our sins and he can
point us to Christ, but this life is not at his disposal. Any man
called to the ministry of the gospel would gladly bestow it upon
those to whom he preaches, but this life is not his to give. It is
from above. So a Christian is not to be thought of in terms of his
background or his upbringing or his link with the church of Christ,
or his earnestness. Christianity, if it is the real thing, is to be
thought of in terms of that which God has done for His people.

Now let us look at this verse in Acts because it speaks very clearly
it seems to me, of what it means to be a Christian. The disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch. This group was quite clearly
recognisable in this town. They stood out; they were distinct. People
knew who they were and they were called Christians. Quite
obviously it was a nickname. Right down Christian history this has
usually happened and Christian history has a long list of the nick-
names that have been applied to God's people. In the l8th century
for example they called them Methodists, and Methodist had no-
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thing to do with a denominational label because indeed most of
the early Methodists were clergymen of the Church of England.
They were Methodists because they were very rnethodical about
their Christian living; they read their Bibles, they ordered their lives
carefully and so the cynical dubbed them Methodists. Puritans were
another. These people were always concerned about getting the
church pure, getting it purified, so they called them Puritans. So
Christian history has its nicknanes and it begins here with this nick-
name-we will call them Christians.

Now why do you think they called them Christians? I believe it
was because this name Christ was so much upon the lips of these
people. They were Christ-ians, they were Christ's men, and the
nickname stuck and it became no longer a nickname but a name
which Christians delighted to bear. They were Christ's men and
Christ's women and quite obviously as men and women looked on
at this group which had appeared in their midst, the thing which
stood out was this fact, these people seem to be taken up with this
person called Christ. You can quite understand them interpreting
the situation in this way; certainly if they had listened to any of the
apostolic preaching they might have said "Well it is all about
Christ." You remember the apostle Paul when he spoke about his
preaching when he came to Corinth; he said, "I determined to know
nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." Paul with
his background might have used his Greek philosophy, he might have
relied upon his own eloquence, but he deliberately put those things in
the background. He was not there to demonstrate in Corinth how
learned he was or how eloquent he was. The thing that mattered to
him was that these people should hear about Christ and he said, "I

determined to speak about nothing else; this was my theme." Clearly
in all his preaching in Antioch and wherever it was, it was about
Jesus Christ. And wherever there has been true gospel preaching
down the years, this has been the central theme. Charles Simeon
back at Cambridge in the 18th century, had this great aim-to
humble the sinner, to exalt the Saviour, and to promote holiness. No
wonder Simeon's ministry was blessed, he talked a lot about Jesus
Christ; and any true gospel preaching will always be talking a lot
about Him.

Yes, and He was in their praying too. If any of these folk in
Antioch had strayed into a Christian assembly they would have
found that Christ,-this mysterious Christ to them-seemed to be
very much at the heart of things. Listen to these Christians as they
pray. They are coming to God and they are coming in the Name of
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Christ and they are rejoicing in this Name by which they come.
They praise God for this One who died and rose again and lives.
They praise God for this One who is their Great High priest, this
One through whom they may come boldly to the Throne of Grace.
You could not have gone into any group of Christians without
realising that for these people, praying meant coming through Christ
to the Father.

Indeed if you listen to them sharing their experiences, and of
course a church meeting in the early church was inevitably a time of
sharing experiences together, you would find them on the same
theme. Listen to Paul, he is writing to the Philippians and speaking
about the great ambition of his life. What is it? Well he is the
apostle of the Gentiles; he has already been preaching the gospel far
and rvide. He has a great ambition to reach out with that gospel to
Italy, to Spain, to the uttermost bounds-this is his aim. Yes, and
he has an aim also that he might establish these churches in the
truth, that he might banish false doctrine, that He might build up
the believers. But he has an even greater ambition, an overmaster-
ing ambition-what is it? This is it-he says, "That I may know
Christ." This is the thing that matters above and beyond ull "1r"."f have many concerns," he says, and the care of all the churches
lay heavily upon his shoulders, but this is his supreme concern-to
know Christ. Or listen to him testifying, and he is not speaking in
some glib fashion, this is not some facile testimony, this is some-
thing which has been wrought out in the fires of suffering and trial.
What does he say about his life? "For me" he says, "to live is
Christ." This is my very life. He is the atmosphere in which I
move. He is my very environment. He means everything to me;
my whole life revolves about Him. Paul's master passion was this
devotion to the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This was apostolic Christianity. No wonder these people at
Antioch looked at them and said, "They seem to be Christ-men.
This Christ seems to be at the centre of everything they are saying
and doing; we will call thern Christ-men, we will call them Christ-
ians." And certainly any church today ought to be asking itself this
question, as the outsiders look on-Is Christ so evidently central
in everything we say and do that they are compelled to say, "This

whole thing seems to revolve round Christ; they can talk about no
one else but Him; He seems to be the aim and object of everything
they do." The tragedy is that in our country in these days, the out-
sider looks on at the churches and all too often he sees an organisa-
tion which seems to exist simply for the purpose of perpetuating
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itself, and the only thing that seems to matter is that the thing con-
tinues to move-sometimes the machinery is somewhat creaky but
still it continues. But do they look on and say, "Why these people
seem to be obsessed with this Christ. They are taken up with Him.
He seems to mean everything to them." This is horv the folk at
Antioch comrnented, and this is the kind of impact we want to see
being made to-day.

What is a Christian? A Christian is Christ's man. A Christian is
a man who knows Jesus Christ for himself. Was not this the
question that shattered John Wesley two centuries ago? You will
remember how Wesley was up at Oxford and there he became one
of the Holy Club, another nickname of the cynical undergraduates
of 18th century Oxford for these men who were very punctilious
about going to college chapel and going to communion, reading their
Bibles and going out into the town and doing all kinds of good
works. Wesley was a product of the Holy Club and he went out as
an ordained missionary; but he returned in frustration and dis-
illusionment. He wrote in his journal. "I went to convert the Indians
but O who will convert me?" He came back, you will remember,
feeling thoroughly empty, for he had not really found the truth
himself-he who was trying to preach it. The question, I say, which
shattered him was just this simple one frorn the lips of a Moravian
missionary, "Do you know Jesus Christ?" And he said, as many a
one since has said, "Yes, I do," but he wrote in his journal later,
"They were vain words I spoke." He who claimed to know Christ
did not really know Hirn with an assured faith. Well of course you
know the end of the story, how he came back to London, how he
went to the little meeting at Aldersgate Street, how he listened to
them reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans, how
he heard the gospel-that a man is justified, not by belonging to the
Holy Club, not by being a missionary, not by trying to preach' a man
is justified by faith in Jesus Christ. And he came to know this
Christ for himself. It was no longer an evasive attempt to meet the
probing question of another missionary. It was now the glad
iestimony of a man who was standing in the footsteps of the apostle
Paul, "For me to live is Christ."

This is still the basic question which must be put, and in fact it
was the question that I put to my journalist friend that day as he
sat in my study. "Are you a Christian?" "Yes," he said, "I am a
Roman Catholic." So I said, "Do you know Jesus Christ?" He did
not answer quite so quickly to that one because of course that is a
much more personal question. It is very easy to say-I ilm an
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Anglican, or I am a Baptist, or a Methodist, or a Presbyterian or
what you may. But the real question is, Do you know Jesus Christ?

Who then were these people called by this name? Well it was the
disciples who were called Christians first at Antioch, and is not this
a clue as to the way in which we may find ourselves in the position
where we can truly bear this name? They were disciples and they
were nicknamed Christians. What is a disciple? A disciple is a
learner; and a Christian is a man who has begun as a learner in the
school of Christ. Is that not what the Lord is talking about when
He says, "IJnless ye be converted and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of God." He completely reverses
the normal process. People think you must grow up, you must be-
come mature, you must become sophisticated. "No" says Christ,"You must become as a child. You must start at the bottom rung of
the ladder, you must become a learner if you are to enter my
Kingdom." But to become a child in spiritual things, to become a
learner, means very often that we have got to unlearn a gteat deal of
other things. A learner who is worth teaching is not the person
who is trying to force his own opinion constantly to the forefront,
but a man who is prepared to listen, a man who is prepared to learn.
Some of you probably have had the frustrating experience of trying
to teach someone rvho thinks he knows the answers already, and it
is like battering your head against a brick wall. Until he is prepared
to see that the line of thinking on which he has embarked leads him
to a dead end, and is prepared to let his mind be opened to fresh
truths, you can get nowhere. If a man is to be a disciple, it means
that he has to be ready to unlearn a great deal of what he thought
was truth. He must unlearn many of these things we were consider-
ing earlier. He must unlearn all these pretensions to some assured
position in God's Kingdom because of what he is, or because of the
rvay he has been brought up. AII these things have got to be put to
one side. His own ideas of how you become a Christian have got to
be abandoned, and he must become a learner.

Now what is the lesson? Well the lesson is just the essential word
of this Book. How does the lesson begin? How does God deal with
this infant in His school? It may be a man who is mature in years,
but he has been brought to the point of realising that as far as the
things of God are concemed, he is but an ignoramus, and he needs
to begin again. He may have a brilliant mind, he may have an
excellent education and background, but he has been brought to see
that this does not qualify him for glory. He must begin as an
ignoramus, learning the ABC of the gospel, the rudiments of the

{

I

4

I



The Gos'pel Magazine r33

faith. What is this lesson that needs to be learnt? It begins where
the Bible begins. It begins with the God who has made us. It b€gins
with God as our Creator and it speaks of men as those who have
been made by God, who have a duty to live according to God's law.
The lesson continues and it speaks of men, not as they were created,
but men as they are, and that of course is a very different picture.
It speaks of men who have turned aside from God and have sone
their own way, men who have rebelled against God's law. ThEn it
introduces some solemn elements into the lesson. It speaks about
God's reaction to men's sin. It speaks firmly at that point; .,The
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men." o'The wages of sin is death" and ,'The
soul that sinneth it shall die" because all the world is guilty before
God. It speaks of the appalling prospect of "outer darkness where
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth."

The learner finds that this is rather a sobering lesson that we have
to learn, but if he continues to study and continues to listen, so God
continues to teach him as He speaks of the answer, both to his sin
and to the judgment which hangs inevitably over him. He speaks of
His own beloved Son. So the pupil moves as it were to the very
centre of the lesson as he hears of a God who "so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son. that whosoever believeth on
Him should not perish but have everlasting life." He hears of a
Christ who is "able to save to the uttermost all who come unto God
by Him." Perhaps at this point he is beginning to look back, think-
ing of past sins and past stains and wondering about them, but the
lesson continues as he hears of this One who "cleanses from all un-
righteousness." He hears of this blood that was shed at Calvary, of
this Saviour who died that men might be forgiven. He died that we
might be cleansed from every sin.

This is the lesson, and as the lesson continues it merges as it were
not simply into instruction but into a strong call that comes to him
from heaven. It is the call of the gospel. "God now commandeth all
men everywhere to repent." "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved." This is the lesson, and this lesson is received
when a man is a disciple. It is not merely instruction that he con-
siders in a ratler detached fashion. It is something that he asks God
to apply to him in his own heart. Where is it applied? It is applied to
his conscience. That is why it is such a painful lesson to learn. It is
like salt in a wound; it stings, it hurts. And when this lesson is
applied to the conscience, when I stand before God and forget
for a moment about my neighbour and my neighbour's sins and
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my neigbour's failures and when I stand as it wer6 naked and
open before the God with whom I have to do, and when God
applies this word to the conscience, what a humbling moment
it is. But this is the path of discipleship. It has to be applied
also to the will, and it is God who must do that. God applies this
to the will when He liberates us from the bondage in which we have
been, from the slavery which sin has imposed upon us, from the
bondage which habits have woven about us, and from all the tyranny
of the devil. God sets us free so that we are enabled bv faith to
reach out to this Christ of which this lesson has been speaking, to
turn to Him, to trust Him, and to make Him our very own.

A disciple is a learner and a disciple is also a follower. A disciple
is one who has heard thc terms of discipleship, and what are they?"If any man" says Jesus, "will be my disciple, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me." No easy terms, nothing
shallow here, nothing to be lightly considered here! No, says Jesus,
a man must count the cost and realise what is involved in this
decisive break from the old life and this embarking upon that which
is so utterly different, the life of discipieship. The disciple is the man
who, by the grace of God, has learnt this lesson-he has learnt what
he is. He has put aside his old excuses, he is no longer evading the
searching finger of God, but he is honestly admitting before God that
he is guilty, lost and helpless. Admitting that, the disciple is a man
who has turned in his misery and in his helplessness, and he has seen
Jesus Christ. He has known about }Jim before. It may be that he
has been brought up within the circle of the church of God and he
knows the story quite well, but now he is an eager pupil, wanting to
Iearn with the eagerness of the learner; his eyes are open as it were,
and his ears open to hear more, and he sees Jesus Christ as he never
saw Him before. He sees Him no longer as a shadowy figure of
twenty centuries ago, but he sees Him as the One who died and rose
and lives, he sees Him as the mighty Saviour. But he sees Him in
a very personal way. He is no longer simply the Saviour of the
world, the One who is able to save sinners in some general way. He
becomes now the One to whom he turns in simple faith and he says,
"My Saviour, my Lord and my God."

This is discipleship. It is a discipleship which means learning the
Word of God, enrolling in the school of Christ, being taught by the
Spirit, being humbled by the Spirit, and being brought through that
humbling experience to repentance and to faith in Christ. I ask you
tonight, and may I make it a very personal question and a very
direct one-Are you a Christian? I am not asking that question as a
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man of the world would ask it. I am not asking you about your
nationality, for this matters not a whit in the things of the Kingdorn.
Nor am I enquiring about your family background. You may have
godly parents and grandparents, well praise God for that, but I am
asking you even whether you have sat under faithful gospel preach-
ing in this church. I am asking you, Do you know the Christ who has
been preached from this pulpit? John Wesley was rather indignant
when that question was asked. He was an ordained clergyman and he
was a missionary. This was an insulting question to put to him, but it
was that insulting question that broke down his defences and brought
him to an end of himself and brought him to the Saviour.

Well may I put what some feel is that insulting question, Do you
know the Saviour? Is He yours? Has He saved you from your sin?
Does He live by His Spirit in your heart? Is your great desire to
know FIim better and lo serve Him more? Are you looking forward
to the day when He shall come again? Is that the great date in your
calendar? Do you know Him? It may be there are some here to-
night and there is still a doubt, you are still not sure. I call you to
enroll tonight in the school of Christ? Come and ask the Spirit to
be your instructor. Depend no longer upon your own opinion, upon
your own wisdom, upon that which you have learnt from this and
that source, but depend upon the Spirit of God teaching you from
the Word. Ask Him to write the lesson upon your conscience even
though it will hurt and perhaps hurt bitterly. Ask Hirn to open your
eyes to see the wonder of this Christ. He is a great and glorious
Saviour. Those who know Him rejoice to know Him and they want
to know Him more. Well pray that the Spirit may open your eyes
to see His greatness and His power and His infinite mercy. Pray that
the Spirit may unstop your ears to hear this Christ as He calls to
sinners. What is His call? 'oCome," He says, "Come unto me all
ye that labour and are heavy-laden"-those that are burdened with
their sins-"come unto me and I will give you rest, forgiveness and
a new life." May God grant that we may be Christians, not in name
only but in deed and in truth, for the sake of this Christ who is able
to save.
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$w.ft fr,eficara
Ar-r,IN Eeor PracB: Edited by J.I. Packer, (The Marcham Manor

Press, 237 pp., l8/-).
"All in Each Place" is a collection of essays on the theme of

Church Union written by nine evangelical Anglicans and edited by
Dr. J. I. Packer. Here is much lucid theological analysis, good
courageous Protestantism, and at times a disarming honesty. Here
too is much that perplexes. The book is a critique of the Methodist
-Anglican Report that looks beyond the subject of that Report to
Anglican and Free Church union in geneml. Unfortunately the
writers ignore the fact that the Ecumenical Movement of which
they are part looks beyond even this, and is already moving further
-even to union with the Church of Rome. Whether or not the
denominational carriages can be linked up, the rails lead to Rome
and the points are set.

The symposium is introduced by Dr. Packer with a discussion of
the necessity of a pattern in Church Union and closes with contri
butions from three nonconformists, J. Huxtable of the Congrega-
tional Union, J. M. Ross of the Prebyterian Church of England and
M. Skinner of the Methodist Church, none of whom, on their own
confession, are conservative evangelicals.

Despite superficial appearances to the contrary the Scriptures are
not the infallible and adequate criterion in handling basic principles.
The elasticity that the New Testament allows in secondary issues is
brought to bear on such weighty matters as the ministry and church
government. In the introduction (page l0) the editor writes that "the

ideal of a ministry acceptable to all is the right one: there is no
question about that." Acceptable surely to the Word of God? It is
as though the Pauline epistles that treat of such things were vague
or unimportant or less than the mind of the Spirit. In the Pastorals
Paul says, "these things I write unto thee that thou mayest know
how men ought to behave themselves in the house of God, which is
the Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the Truth."
I Tim. 3: 15. However, "these things" are brushed aside in the name
of realism" (page 28), tradition (page 163) or expediency.

The doctrine of the Church, its nature and government, and the
terms of the Gospel are not "proven" from Scripture. The whole
basis of unity is no longer guarded by such Scriptures as John 17,
Eph. 4 but envisages a structure roomy enough for evangelical,
"catholic" and liberal members together. Thirty years ago Arch-
deacon T. C. Hammond compared certain ecumenical movements
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with the stockade that Robinson Crusoe built. It was so large that
the goats inside were as wild as those outside!

We are charged to "prove all things," and in particular to test
all Christian ministry whether the messenger be an apostle or an
angel from heaven. The apostle John writes of any man denying the
true doctrine of Christ, "receive him not into your house, neither
bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker
of his evil deeds." But iri this symposium a formula ir Ueing sought
for giving such "the right hand of feliowship" into the Church of the
Lamb of God. "Can two walk together except they be agreed?"
asks Amos. This book, even whilst it seeks to examine the points
of disagreement, is yet part of a determined effort to give an affirma-
tive ansrver to the prophet.

The traditional Anglican view of episcopacy, is fundamental to
the writers and a starting point in their search for unity. R. E. Nixon
writes "it seems clear that, at any rate, in England, where the
national church has been episcopal virtually since its foundation,
more than a millennium and a half ago, the historic episcopate ought
to remain part of its governmental structure when reunion is
effected." Yet in all the conversations between The Establishment
and dissenting Churches this is the greatest stumbling block. It is the
bridgehead between the Anglicans and Rome, and carries with it
confusion of the basic issue of whether salvation comes to sinners
through an episcopally ordained priesthood or through faith alone.
It allows "wolves" to enter the flock not in sheeps clothing but
wearing the garments of a diocesan shepherd (! ) and above all is an
ever-present threat to the sovereignty of Christ in the government
of His church. But it must not be questioned. The Stuart cry of "no

bishop-no King" is heard today as "no bishop-no Church! "

One of the objectives -eiven (page 15) is that "a truly National
Church be recovered." So in breaking down denominational barriers
we are to re-establish national ones.

That there is "spiritual wickedness in high places" is shown
clearly. In writing of the Anglican Methodist conversations report
P. S. Dawes uses such phrases as "ambiguity," "equivocation," "not

straight," "prizing unity above truth," "the extra-ordinary juggling,"
"this queer enigmatic chapter," "setting up an aunt sally," "highly

misleading." He calls it "a nose of wax, to be pulled different ways
by difierent expositions," points out "that Protestant beginnings are
crowned with "Catholic conclusions," and describes it as "a state
of fog in which theological language loses precision and has its
meaning eroded, and theological issues become blurred and fuzzy."
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Yet the ivriters in seeking to go along with this distilled Jesuitry, are
putting a grievous barrier between themselves and their true brethren
in Christ who are outside the Ecumenical Movement in their
thousands, at home and overseas.

The symposium is remarkable for the absence of the "Here I
stand-I can do no other" note. Yet how many godly Mr. Fearings
in the fold of the Anglican Church are looking for Mr. Standfast to
witness boldly amidst the furore of corrpromise, and apostasy today.

On a personal note I must acknowledge my deep respect and
afiection for the editor for his uncompromising defence of the Truth
in realms other than that of Church Polity, his lucid expositions of
Scripture, his love for the Faith once delivered to the saints, his love
for the Reformers, the Puritans and for their Gospel and his. YeL
too, I confess myself utterly bewildered by his change of approach
to Scripture when the Church of England is being discussed or
defended. The keen edge of a Bible-based reasoning is missing,
Mr. Valiant for the Truth is barely recognisable; John Owen is no
longer quoted, and the exhiiarating polemical atmosphere of Scrip-
ture gives place to the stale air of tradition, compromise and
expediency. I fear that my brethren in Christ are in danger of con-
tinuing to write their symposia until Rome produces a formula that
will allow them to go on discussing the issues under the headship
of the Pope. However brave their words, the writers are clearly on
the defensive, and the enerny is not the Anglican-Methodist Report
but the dark shadow of a non-biblical Christianity. I. TlIr.

Flvr ProNrrn MrssroNlnrps. Edited by S. M. Houghton. (Banner
. of Truth Trust, T 16).

Five authors have contributed to this symposium which is the
outcome of a competition for new writers organised by the Banner
of Truth Trust in 1962. The competitors were required to produce
a short biography of one of the great pioneer missionaries a pre-
scribed list of such men being provided by the sponsors. Of the
seventy-frvo entries received five were accepted for publication.
These include lives of Henry Martyn of India, David Brainerd and
John Eliot who worked among the North American Indians;
William Chalmers Burns of China and John G. Paton of the New
Hebrides.

The outstanding contribution is R. F. France's biography of Henry
Martyn-the judges must not have had too much difficulty in
deciding the winner of the first prize! Here is the brilliant Cambridge
scholar who burni out for God in India and Persia, and whose legacy
was the translation of the New Testament into Hindustani and
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Persian. H"-nry Martyn comes alive in this short account of his
life and it is'a moving experience to read of one who in face of in-
creasing weakness due to tuberculosis spent himself in God's service
until his death far from home and in the heart of lslam. In a life
of a little over thirty years he had accomplished more than many
a man who lives to twice his age.

The other bio,eraphies are also competent pieces of writing and
each author has contributed to what is a stirring book with its
accounts of the great things which God did through His servants. It
is good to have such a book not only for its immediate value of
moving our hearts with these records of great men of God, but also
because it emphasises that reformed doctrine should lead to mis-
sionary concern. The modern missionary movement after all
stemmed from William Carey who was a Particular Baptist, and
here in this book we will see how doctrine and missionary zeal can
be wedded together by the Spirit to become a mighty instrument for
God. H. M. CensoN.
"THet Bmssro HopE" by Cecil Yates Biss. (Sovereign Grace

Advent Testimony, 69 pp.,216).
The doctrine of the Second Ccming of Christ has often been

ignored by the Church and unfortunately has become the happy
hunting ground of religious eccentrics. What is needed to-day is
sane, balanced teaching on this great theme. C. Y. Biss seeks to
do this in his sixty.nine page pamphlet.

Defining hope as expectation and desire combined, he points out
that this hope is dependent, not upon the knowledge of the time of
our Lord's coming, but upon the fact of it. The fulfilment of events
does not destroy nor even impair it. It is a hope that rejoices in the
knowledge that one day the believer will be changed into the beauty
and glory of the likeness of his Lord.

Setting out his thoughts clearly the author gives us a pamphlet
easy to read which will give much pleasure to those who take time
to read it.

Just one criticism. Perhaps the writer dwells too much on the im-
perfections and weaknesses of the visible Church though he does
make a good point when he says "There are few things of deeper
importance to the right understanding and application of Scripture
than a recognition of the fact of false profession." D. Anusrnoxc.
"MEssrAH's KrNcnou CourNc oN THE EARTH" by James Payne.

(Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 1/-).
A controversial booklet (54 pp.) and not a particularly good one

of its kind, attacking the a-millenialist view of prophecy. Like many
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others he spoils his case precisely because he proves too much. The
best way to defeat a-millenialists is to show them to be crypto-
friends of Paul Tillich!
"AToNEMENT AND rrs Rrsur,rs" by B. W. Newton. (Publishers

as above, 87 pp.).
A scholarly little work on practical divinity by a l9th century

evangelical. He deals for example, with justification in the manner
of the Reformers, ieaning occasionally on Jonathan Edwards the
great American theologian and philosopher. Not exactly a book for
a beginner, but will repay careful study. R. N. Ceswsr,r,.

Rpppxrexcn by John Colquhoun, (Banner of Truth, London, 1965,
159 pp. price 416),

Some of the glibbest talk in the world today is concerning repen-
tance. Too many consider it as a feeling of sorrow, and others use
the well-worn tale of the child who was 'sorry enough to stop it.'
But it is doubtful if these are worthy or reliable interpretations of
repentance. There is also a laissez faire attitude in the Christian
world where, since we cannot be perfect in this world, some are
content with a low level of Christian behaviour and discipleship.

The Banner of Truth has done a noble service to the Church again
in reproducing this work by John Colquhoun. The workmanship is
in the fine tradition which we now expect from the publishers-a
joy to handle. There is a misprint, 'the' on p. 33. Published first in
1826 there is a timelessness about the book which makes it equally
relevant to-day. Perhaps it is because the perennial problem of sin
is still with us. Colquhoun, erstwhile minister in the Church of
Scotland, at Leith, has given us a readable and heartsearching work
which should serve as a valuable antidote to much erroneous think-
ing on the subject.

In the brief biographical introduction, one wonders how helpful
the illustration is on how Colquhoun reconciled his views on
'Marrow' Theology with the act of the General Assembly condemn'
ing The Marrow of Modern Divinity. It could be constructed as
sheer casuistry in keeping with similar practices condemned by
evangelicals to-day.

However the book is a must for theologian, pastor, evangelist and
Christian layman. In it the author deals in turn with the sources,
nature, necessity, difterences between true and counterfeit repen-
tance and the fruits of true repentance. There are some with a low
view of sin who may object to his view that'As the Christian is daily
sinning, he ought to be daily repenting of sin,' but those who know
their own hearts and the grace and glory of God will find an echo
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in their souls. Before such a God either the sin or the soul must
perish.

He wisely distinguishes things that differ but refuses to be straight
jacketed in his thinking. The whole range of theology is interwoven
for him. He is careful to point out that, logically, repentance must
be preceded by faith and justification else it were a work-legal
repentance-on which man could not rely. A bent stick! Clearly
repentance for Colquhoun is a work of the Holy Spirit.

In an age where decision has been confused with conversion and
superficiality dogs the Church, this is a book which should be
diligently studied, prayerfully considered, and gladly obeyed as it
seeks to follow the Word of God. Without the clear evidence in the
life of the penitent there is no Scriptural warrant to assume that he
is regenerate. If there is not he ought to flee to Christ immediately
for true repentance.

W. M. Snavrn.
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Young People's Page

A WORD IN SEASON
Long before the days of the highly-qualified lady-workers who

labour in many parishes of our time, there were many women, less
educated, whose lives were devoted to spiritual work amongst the
poor. These were called "Bible-women;" in 1876 more than two
hundred such women were employed by the British and Foreign
Bible Society. Their first duty was to circulate the Scriptures, atrd
try to teach the way of salvation. But in the slums where they
visited there was so much need and sickness that after a while a
special corps was formed of women with some knowledge of nursing.
These, called Bible-women nurses, were similar to the District nurses
of today, except that their chief aim was to bring the Gospel to their
patients.

Nurse Gardner, as I will call her, led a very busy life in the East
End of London. About a dozen patients were allocated to her, all
in very poor circumstances. To some of the aged and infirm the
nurse gave general care each day; other patients were in need of
dressings and treatment, some of them being acutely ill. Capable
and friendly, Nurse Gardner was as a rule welcomed eagerly by the
families she visited. She was always ready to listen patiently to
troubles and complaints, and never failed to tell the sufferers of the
Saviour who came to seek the lost.

One day she was called to attend a poor man, quite young, but
very ill with a chest condition. The wife, unable to manage the treat-
ment prescribed by the doctor, was much relieved by the coming of
the kind nurse. The man Jones was very grateful for the comfort she
brought to him; but neither he or Mrs. Jones made any response to
the first remarks she made about our need of a Saviour from sin.

On her second visit she found the poor man much worse. Mrs.
Jones was out, and the only other person in the room was a small
boy about eight years old. This was Willie, the only child. Whilst
Nurse was gently attending to the sick man's needs, she spoke to
him seriously about his soul, begging him to seek the Saviour while
He might yet be found.

Jones was not too pleased. "You speak as if I'm going to die! but
I don't believe I shall this time." He went on, "And anyhow there'd
be no chance of Christ listening to me now. Why, all my life long
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I've been as wicked as could be! I've always been one for pleasure
and drink-I don't never think about death!"

"Perhaps you may not die now," said Nurse, "but you must some
day; and its high time you did begin to think about death. Did you
say Christ wouldn't listen to you now? What about the thief on the
cross? do you know that story?"

Just then the door opened roughly and Mrs. Jones came in.
Seeing a look of care on her husband's face, she turned angrily to
the nurse. "you've been talking religion to him! I told you not, and
I won't have it. You'll just make him miserable-as if he hasn't got
enough to go on with. You'd better go! "

Nurse Gardner did not argue. She had finished her work, so she
packed her bag, and quietly took leave of the invalid. She noticed
young Willie taking in the scene, and listening eagerly to every word
that she said, but she had no opportunity of speaking to him.

The next day Nurse Gardner called, in some trepidation, at the
house. The door was opened by Mrs. Jones, who told her plainly
she was not wanted. She never saw the sick man again, for two
days later she heard that he had died. It seemed as if her few words
had been in vain.

But a neighbour of the Jones' stopped her in the street, to tell her
something that Willie had told her own boy. As soon as he was
alone with his father after Nurse had gone, the sick man called him.
"Willie!" he said, "what was that she said about the thief on the
cross? You don't know nothing about him, do you?" "Course I
do," said Willie promptly;" we've had him at school, and I can find
him in the Bible. Shall I read about him now?" The father raised
himself eagerly, saying, "Yes, Williq now at once, before your
mother's back again! "

That was all the neigbour knew. But a day or two later Nurse
Gardner met Willie in the road, and stopped to ask him about his
father. "Ah," said the boy, "he wanted you bad, but mother would
not let me come. She said you made father unhappy. But I read to
him so many times about the thief on the cross. He was never
tired of hearing it; and at last he said to me, "Willie, can you pray
about it?"

"So I knelt down," went on the boy, "and I asked Jesus to make
father believe that He could forgive him too, and on Sunday morn-
ing he said, "Willie, its all right! Jesus has taken away all my sins.
Let's kneel down and thank Him! " So he got out of bed, and knelt
down with me. And when he got back into bed, soon after he went
to sleep, and Jesus took him-poor father."
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So the Lord had laid hold of the sick man by that one word, and
by the ministry of his little son. Nurse Gardner "thanked God and
took courage." DeuanIs.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 144

The whole: The heart knows its own.

l� Pharaoh made a feast on his.
2. Describes the labourers in the rnarket-place.
3. Isaac's substitute was caught in a this.
4. Grouped with busybodies.
5. A memorial set up by Samuel.
6. Vain ones not to be used.
7. David's eldest brother said he kncw the this of his heart.
8. Describes the righteous man's prayer.
9. Jonathan said David's would be empty.

10. Crowds of sick people waited for Peter's this to overshadow
them.

SOLUTION OF No. 143

The whole: Psalteries. (I Chron. 13:8).

1. Peniel (Gen. 32:30).
2. Sabbath (Luke 6:5).
3. Azariah (Dan. l:7).
4. Launch out (Luke 5:4).
5. Tender hearted (Il Chron. 13:7).
6. Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25-27).
7. Remembrance (lI Sam. 18: l8).
8. Impossible (Luke 1: 37).
9. Embalm (Gen. 50:2).

10. Salome (Mark 16: l).

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY urgently require a
Gardener/Handyman and a Housekeeper for their Hornsey Rise- 4ome.
Would suit man and wife. Also a Shorthand-typist for the Head Office.-
Write giving particulars of age, experience, etc., to: The Secretary, A.P.F.S''
19 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4.

ACCOMMODAIION

WESTER ROSS-Booking B. & B. Also Caravan to let West Sutherland'
-Matheson, Lochcarron, Wester Ross. Tel. 211.


