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i. Who comforteth US in all our tribuJation. that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

DIVINE DELIVERANCE.

.. For He hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath
seen His desire upon mine enemies."-PsALM liv. 7.

WHEN David wrote this Psalm he had been passing through
great trouble. Saul was king, but GOD had rejected him, and
had chosen David to take his place. David made no effort to
overthrow Saul. So long as Saul lived David was content to
serve him loyally. To David, Saul was the Lord's anointed, and:;
until Saul's death, David was content to be his servant, Saul,
however, realizing that David was destined to ·be, hi!, successor,
continually sought to put David to de<J.th. On one of thes~

occasions Davjd was in great peril of his life. He was exposed
to peril not only from Saul, but from others who sided. with Saul.

.Hence David cried to GOD for deliverance. .. Save me, 0 GOD,"
he cried, " by Thy name, anct]udge me by Thy strength. Hear
my prayer, 0 GOD; give ear to the words of my mouth. For
strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my
soul: they have not set GOD before them" (verses 1-3).

David felt his own helplessness and he crieci to GOD to put
forth His saving power on his behalf. He fe.lt assured that GOD
could and would intervene on his behalLHence l:J,e said, " Be.hold
GOD is mine helper: the LORD is with them that uphold my
soul. He shall reward evil unto mine ~n~mies,:' The LORD
heard the prayer of his tried and persecuted servant, so that at
the end of the Psalm he said, .. I will freely sacrifice unto Thee:
I will praise (or give thanks) unto Thy name,. 0 LORD;: for it

3



34 The Gospel Magazine

is good. For He hath delivered me out of all trouble: and
mine eye hath seen His (or my) desire upon mine enemies"
(verses 4-7). This experience of David was written and handed
down to us for our learning. It is intended to teach us what we
ought to do when we are in trouble, what faith we ought to
exercise in our Divine Helper, and what praise and thanksgiving
we should render unto His holy bame, when He, delivers us from
our troubles.

David was not· the only saint of GOD who was in trouble.
Through much tribulation must all the people'of GOD enter the
kingdom of GOD (see Acts xiv. 22). "Many are the afflictions
of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them
all" (Ps. xxxiv. 19).

1. The troubles of GOD'S people are manifold.
a. They have spiritual troubles. There comes a time in the

lives of GOD'S chosen people when their sins give them trouble.
They are convinced of their sinfulness and of their manifold
transgressions by the HOLY GHOST. Then they cry out for
deliverance. They know that unforgiven sin may bring them
down to hell, and they long to be saved from the wrath to come.
They may express themselves in the language of David when he
said, " Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am
not able to look up; they are more in number than the hairs of
mine head: therefore my heart faileth me" (Ps. xl. 12). Here
is consciousness 'of sin. Here is soul trouble about sin. Here
the soul, conscious of sin, is nigh unto despair. "My heart
faileth me." Is there deliverance from such trouble as this?
Will GOD have mercy on such a sinner as ! am ?

Tlie biographies of God's sqints show that some of them have
been in trouble about their sins for months at a time.

Thomas Bilney, one of the Reformers, was anxious about his
soul for some time. His father confessors appointed him to

-perform watchings and fastings, and directed him to purchase
pardons and masses. "But," he says, .. at last I heard of JESUS,
even then when the New Testament was first set forth by
Erasmus." He bought a copy, "and at the first reading (as I
well remember), I chaIfced upon this sentence of St. Paul (0 most
sweet and comfortable sentence of my soul!) in 1 Timothy i. 15 :
, It is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be embraced, that
CHRIST JESUS came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
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am chief and principal.' This one sentence, through GOD'S
instruction and inward working, which I did not then perceive,
did so exhilarate my heart, being before wounded with the guilt
of my sins, and being almost in despair, that even immediately
I seemed unto myself inwardly to feel a marvellous comfort and
quietness, insomuch that 'my bruised bones leaped for joy.' "
Not all GOD'S people pass through the same experience, but
they all, no doubt, are sooner or later troubled about their sins,
and in fact they grow in the consciousness of sin's enormity.
It is an infinite mercy if we are troubled about our sins. The
giddy multitude around us have little or no sense of sin. Hence
they do not feel their need of a SAVIOUR. Spiritual concern
about our sins is the result of the convicting power of the HOLY
GHOST, and this trouble continues until, through GOD'S infinite
grace and mercy, GOD says to our souls, " I have blotted out,
as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud, thy sins.
Return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. xliv. 23).
o the mercy if He assures us that we have redemption through
CHRIST'S blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of His grace. Well is it if we are really troubled about our sins
and return unto Him against Whom we have sinned; for upon
such He will have mercy, and to such He will extend abundant
pardon. (See Isa. Iv. 7.)

Pardon, however, be it ever remembered, on the ground- of
CHRIST'S blood shedding. "The blood of JESUS CHRIST cleanseth
us from all sin" (1 John i. 7).

b. GOD'S people have family troubles.
Christian parents may be troubled about the spiritual well

being of their children. They long to see them nu~bered amongst
the LORD'S family. It grieves them if no signs of GOD'S saving
grace are apparent. They may b~ troubled about their education.
If they are t~uly concerned about their children's welfare the
problem will arise, to what school shall we send our children?
Is it a school where the religious instruction would be modernistic,
or sacerdotal, or Romish? They may be troubled about their
children's future in life, and they may be troubled about the
difficulty of providing for their children's wants.

c. GOD'S children may have business troubles.
Trade may be bad. Customers may fail to pay their debts.

This is a very common trouble. A large number of people give



way to the bad habit of going into debt, and become very indiffer
ent to pay what they owe. Christian people especially need to
remember the apostolic injunction, "Owe no man anything"
(Rom. xiii. 8). Trouble arises from the unkindness of fellow
clerks, fellow workmen or from the harshness which is experienced
as we follow our daily employment.

d. Finally, the Lord's people suffer from national troubles.
These will characterize the nations right up to the end. "Ye

shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled:
for nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against king~

dom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth
quakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows"
(Matt. xxiv. 6-8). The talk about ending war before the PRINCE
OF. PEACE comes is contrary both to Scripture and experience.
We were going to have a new earth after the last war, but it
did' not arrive. People talk now about a new order of things
after this war. Of course, it is right to make wise efforts to
prevent a recurrence of war, but it is vain to expect that such
efforts will always be crowned with success. Unless we can
abolish sin we cannot abolish war. Sooner or later national
quarrels will arise and what trouble, what sorrow, what woe,
they bring. GOD'S children, no less than others, suffer keenly
when national troubles arise. At the time of writing there is
no indication of this war ending, and naturally we are in great
trouble, but .the LORD says, "See that ye be not troubled."
That is, do not be unduly anxioul;l or concerned about wars and
famines, pestilences and earthquakes. In all these things " GOD
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."

2. This brings us to draw aliention to the great Deliverer from
trouble.

David speaks of Him in reference to his own trouble. "He
(the -LORD) hath delivered me out of all trouble."

We were recently reminded bf the Deliverer by the text on an
almanac. It was, " The LORD knoweth how' to deliver" (2 Peter
ii. 9). We are often at our wits' end when deliverance is needed.
The possibility of being delivered may seem hopeless. We are
brought to the end of ourselves. We cry with Jehoshaphat,
" 0 our GOD, wilt Thou not judge them? for we have no might
against this great company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do: but. our eyes are, upon Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 12).
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How true it is that we know not what to do to bring about our
deliverance from some particular trouble. We know not how to
extricate ourselves. But," the LORD knoweth how." He
" knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations (or trials),
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be
punished."

Nothing is too hard for Him, nothing too difficult for His
power to deal with. In marvellous and unexpected ways He
often intervenes on His people's behalf.

David knew by long experience that the LORD was. his Deliverer.
He said to Sanl, " The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of
the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me out
of the hand of this Philistine" (1 Sam. xvii. 37). His confidenc~

was rewarded by a marvellous victory.
The proud Nebuchadnezzar said to those three faithful young

men, " Who is that GOD that shall deliver you out of my hands.? ,t

The answer he received was, " Our GOD Whom we' serve is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery' furnace, and He will deliver
us out of thi.ne hand,' 0 king." Their faith was marvellously
rewarded and the proud king of Babylon was constrained to say, 
" There is no other go'd that can deliver after this sort" (Dan. _
iii. 17, 29). When Daniel was discovered by King Darius to be
alive and well after spending the night in the lions' den, the
king in amazement said, " 0 Daniel, servant of the living GOD,

is thy GOD, Whom thou servest continually, able to deliver
thee from the lions?" Then Darius made a decree in which he
said of Daniel's GOD, "He delivereth and rescueth, and He
worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, Who hath
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions" (Dan. vi. 20, 27).
Peter was able to say, ". Now I know of a surety, that the LORD

hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of
. Herod, and ~rom all the expectation of the people of the Jews"

(Acts xii. 11).
The Apostle Paul was able to say, "Who delivered us from

so great a death, and doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He
will yet deliver us " (2 Cor. i. 10).

These remarkable instances of GOD'S delivering mercy are
recorded for our comfort and instruction. .They constrain us to
say :- .. The hosts of GOD encamp around

The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all

Who on His succour trust."
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Those who experience such deliverance may rightly say :-

" Of His deliverance I will boast,
Till all who are distrest

From my example comfort take,
And charm their griefs to rest."

The LORD delivers His people from spiritual, family, business
!1nd national troubles. Each of His delivered people can say,
" This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him
out of all his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 6).

In regard to the great spiritual deliverance which GOD bestows
upon His believing people when He justifies them and pardons
them freely by His' grace, it 'may be confidently said that it is
a permanent and eternal deliverance from the penalty of sin.
" There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
CHRIST JESUS," and there is no separation from Divine love.
(See Romans viii. 1,,38, 39.) His believing people are eternally
delivered from the curse of the law. Their sins are permanently
forgiven.' GOD says of them, "Their sins ancj. their iniquities
will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).

Other troubles, however, arise from time to time, but past
deliverances encourage us to expect further displays of GOD'S
delivering mercy. Paul could say, " The LORD shall deliver me
~rom every e,:il work, and will preserve me unto His heavenly
kingdom" (2 Tim. iv. 18). M::iy we be enabled then to be of
good courage. The GOD ?f David and of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, the GOD of Dan,iel, of Peter, and of Paul, is the
GOD of His people to-day. lie still hears the cries of His troubled
people, and His arm is still mighty to deliver them out of all
their troubles.

"Fear Him, ye samts, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear:

Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."

Whitington Vicarage,
'Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THAT which appears strange and contradictory and foolish to man,
is the very wisdom and power of God---even the vicarious death
of Jesus Christ, in which He bore' the sins of His people and
was made a curse for them.-Dr. Adolph Saphir.
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REHEARSING WHAT GOD HAS DONE.

" And when they were come, and had gathered the Church together,
they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how He
had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles."-AcTs xiv. 27.

THESE words tell us what Paul and Barnabas did when they
returned from their first missionary journey. They were back
in Antioch in Syria " from whence they had been recommended
to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled" (verse 26).
The brethren in Antioch recognized that only by the grace of
God could Paul and Barnabas engage in God's work, and now
that they had completed that work the two apostles gave God
the glory for what they had done. "They rehearsed all that
God had done with them." They took no glory to themselves
for the immense amount of blessing which had attended their
labours. They told the Church at Antioch what God had done.
Later on, when they were come to Jerusalem, and were received
of the Church there, and of the apostles and elders, "they
declared (rehearsed) all things that God had done with them."
So when the Apostle Paul, referred in the first Epistle to the
Corinthians to his labours, he attributes all his power to preach
the Gospel to the grace of God. "I laboured more abundantly
than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me "
(1 .cor. xv. 10).

What an example all this is to labourers in the Lord's vineyard
to-day. We are wholly dependent upon God for the power to
preach His Word, to write articles setting forth the truths of His
Word, and for any blessing which may attend our labours. If
we rehearse any encouragements which we experience in our
work for Him, the rehearsal must draw attention to what He
has done through us, not in any measure to what we have done.
No glory must be cherished in our own hearts. We have nothing
which we did not receive.. Even the power to sow the seed is
of Him, and He, too, giveth the increase. Not unto us, but
unto His name must the glory unreservedly be given. "Of
Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to Whom
be glory for ever" (Rom. xi. 36).



The Gospel Magazine

The account of the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas
is recorded in the thirteenth and fourteenth chapters of the Acts.
It is from these. two chapters- that we can collect together all
that God had done with them.

1. In the first place we learn that God had enabled them t~

preach the right message.
To preach th~ Gospel to every creature is the Lord's command

to His Church. That is to say, the Church of God is responsible
as a whole to carry out this command. Not all members of the
Church are called to preach, whether in distant lands or at home,·
but all are called to aid in carrying out this command. They
can aid by their prayers and by their gifts. Moreover, even
those who are not preachers can tell others of Gospel truth.
Godly parents can tell their children. Godly masters can tell
their ·servants. Godly teachers can tell their classes. We live
in days when there is great ignorance of Gospel truth and -there
is a loud call to preachers and parents and teachers to make it
known in the Churches, the families, and the schools. There is
no call in God's Word for God's people to combine with Romish
Sacerdotalists and their imitators, and with Modernists to incul
cate what is called religious education. The Lord's true people
should engage in this work independently of compromising
fellowships. They should firmly and politely refuse to unite
with those who have departed from the pure truth of the Gospel.
No good can come of unity in error.
. Paul and Barnabas kept to themselves, and God enabled them
to preach the right message. "They preached the Word of
God," " the Word of His grace" (Acts xiii. 5, 7 ; xiv. 3, 25, 46, 49).
" They preached the Gospel" -(Acts xiv. 7, 21). The Apostle
Peter suggests that the preaching of the Gospel and the preaching
of the Word of God are interchangeable terms. He says, " The
Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the Word
which by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Peter i. -25).
What the Gospel is may be gathered from the two chapters
recording the apostles' journey. It tells of a Saviour. "Of this
man's seed hath God according to His. promise raised unto Israel
a Saviour Jesus."

It tells of salvation. "To you is the word of this salvation
sent." It tells of forgiveness and justification by faith. "Through
this Man is preached unto you, the forgiveness of sins: and by

f
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Him all that believe are justified from all'things, from which ye
could not be justified by the law of Moses." It tells of " ever
lasting life." It tells that Christ is "a light of the Gentiles,"
that He should be for salvation to the ends of the earth. (See
Acts xiii. 23, 26, 38, 39, 46, 47.) If we follow the example of
these heaven-sent messengers we shall preach a Gospel which
is Divine in its origin, a Saviour Who is both Divine and Divinely
provided, a salvation from sin and its penalty, and a life that is
everlasting. We shall exalt Christ as the only means of pardon
and justification, and we shall recognize that the faith which
appropriates all the blessings of salvation is due to Divine purpose
and power; for we read that "as many as were ordained -to
eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48). Behind all the blessing
which attended the la.bours of these apostles was the Divine
purpose and grace. How we need tQ-day to preach the right
message. There is nothing else for heaven-sent ministers to
preach. Woe is unto them if they preach not the Gospel of
God's grace. They need to preach it lovingly, faithfully,
courageously and yet humbly, but preach it they should, whether
men will hear, or forbear from hearing.

2. In the second place they would rehearse what God had done
at Cyprus.

They had remarkable encouragement in that island. .. They
preached the Word of God in the synagogues of the Jews," and
the news of their message reached Sergius Paulus the deputy
or proconsul of the island. The result was he " called for Barnabas
and Saul, and desired to hear the Word of God."

Elymas the sorcerer .. withstood them, seeking to turn away
the deputy from the faith." Paul, however, filled with the
Holy Ghost, spoke to him in very stern and solemn language,
and was instrumental in smiting him with blindness for a season:
This so impressed Sergius Paulus that we read, " Then the deputy,
when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the
doctrine of the Lord." The rehearsal of this opposition to Paul's
message and of the miracle of judgment visited upon him, followed
by the conversion of Sergius Paulus would no doubt be prominent
in what Paul and Barnabas related to the Church of God in
Antioch.

3. Thirdly, they would tell of what God had done in Antioch
in Pisidia.

4
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Leaving Cyprus they sailed to Asia Minor, and journeyed
north to Antioch in Pisidia. Here on the sabbath day they
attended the synagogue, and ,Paul preached to all who had
gathered there. The results of his sermon may be placed among
the things that God did through His servants.

First, God created in the hearts of Paul's hearers a hunger
for the Word of God. "They besought that these words might
be preached to them the next sabbath." They hungered for
the truth and longed to hear it again. They came to Paul and
expressed their desire. What a cheer that would be. How
many people nowadays come to the preacher and express the
desire that he would unfold Gospel truth to them 'on the next
sabbath. For the most part people hear and go away without
any word to the preacher, without any indication that they long
to hear more, without any evidence that tqe Word ha,s come
home to them. But besides this request we read that " Many
of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas :
who, speaking to them, persuaded (or urged) them to continue
in the grace of God." Their interest in the sermon was so aroused
that they followed the two missionaries, and it would seem that
they indicated that they had, as a result of the sermon, tasted
of the grace of God. The result was that Paul and Barnabas,
urged them to continue in the grace of God. They urged them
to' go on realizing the doctrine of salvation by grace, and to go
on depending on the grace of God for His saving and keeping power.
, We can imagine how cheered Paul and Barnabas must have
been with these manifest results of the sermon. How they would
praise God for what He had done. 0 that such results might
follow faithful sermons .to-day. 0 that those who benefit by'
sucq sermons would tell their ministers about it. As things are,
it is to be feared that many ministers get depressed, because
they see little or no results of their earnest and faithful labours.

But the narrative suggests that enthusiasm was aroused by
the sermon; for we read, " And the next sabbath day came almost,
the whole city together to hear the Word of God." There was
'no printing press in those days, and no advertising. No immense
posters announced that Paul would preach the next sabbath day.
How do we account for so large a congregation on that sabbath,
day? The answer seems to be that God had filled the hearers
on the first sabbath with such an enthusiastic desire tp hear the
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Word of God that they talked about it to their neighbours and
thus influenced almost the whole city to gather together. Where,
it might be asked, is the enthusiasm to hear the Word of God
to-day? Hqw many of those who sit in the pews are keen upon
coming themselves, and encouraging others to come to hear the
Word of God?

It may be added, too, that the crowds who came on this second
sabbath did not come to hear a 8010 singer, or a grand musical
service, nor did they come to see beautiful decorations, but they
came to hear the Word of God. It is true that this large-congrega
tion angered many of the Jews, and they " spake against those
things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and l blasphem
ing." Nevertheless, God. again wrought. The Gentile hearers
were gladdened to find that Christ was a light of the Gentiles
and that He would be God's salvation to the ends of the earth.
The result was that" as many as were ordained to eternal life
believed." The opposition of evil men did not hinder God's
work from proceeding, and though the two missionaries were
expelled from Antioch, the disCiples, who had been called by
Divine grace, "were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost"
(see Acts xiii. 42-52). Here again was something which Paul
and Barnabas would rehearse in reference to what God had done.

4. Fourthly, they would tell of what God had done at ]conium,
at Lystra and at Derbe.

At Iconium " a great multitude both of the Jews and also of
the Greeks believed." Think of that. The missionaries were
opposed, yet for a long time they went on " speaking boldly in
the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of His grace,
and granted signs and wonders_ to be done by their hands."
Again they had to flee, but nothing daunted they came to Lystra,
and Derbe, and again preached the Gospel. They still went on
preaching the same message. At Lystra the Lord used Paul
as the instrument to heal a cripple who had been lame from his
mother's womb. The antagonism of .the Jews of Antioch and
Iconium was such, however, that they followed the missionaries
to Lystra and stoned Paul and drew him out of the city, supposing
he was dead, but God spared him, and the next day he and
Barnabas proceeded to Derbe. Here, too, many disciples were
called out, and the apostles returned again to Lystra, Iconium
and Antioch, " confirming the souls of the disciples, anq exhortillg
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them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." On the way they
ordained elders in every Church whose office it would be to feed
the flock who had been sought and found by the good Shepherd.
We can imagine with what joy they rehearsed all that God had
d~ne with them when they returned to Antioch in Syria.

The narrative teaches us that the Gospel which they preached
is the Gospel which should be preached to-day. The message
is the same. It is still the power of God unto salvation. It
may not alwllYs and in the same degree be followed with such
results as followed the preaching of the apostles, but we have
no warrant to alter the message or to resort to fleshly methods
to attract the multitude. .The Gospel will accomplish what its
Divine Author pleases, and will certainly be med to gather out
a people for His name. Let us keep to the old message and give
ourselves increasingly to prayer for the Divine blessing upon it.
Let us be content that God in His sovereignty may grant such
results as are according to His own purpose and grace.

THE EDITOR.

WHEN WILL THE WAR END?

11 At the time appointed the end shall be."-DANIEL viii. 19.
GOD has appointed this and that, not because it must be, but
because it is best that it should be. Everything in the future is
appointed by God... All shall come, and last, and end, as shall
please Him. All the means (0 the ends are also appointed.

So nothing shall happen to us which God has not foreseen.
No unexpected event shall destroy His plans. No emergency
shall transpire for which He has not provided; no peril shall
occur against which He has not guarded. There shall come no
remarkable want which shall take Him by surprise.

C. H. S.

THE REPULSE AND GOD.

WE read that when the two great battleships were sunk-the
Prince of Wales and the Repulse, .. The Prince of Wales signalled
the Repulse asking if she were hit." The Repulse replied, .. Have
avoided nineteen torpedoes till now, thanks to Providence,"

Later, when it was obvious that the Repulse was sinking and
many dead were lying beside the guns, Captain Tennant gave
his orders by loud-speaker, .. All hands on deck: prepare to

. abandon ship, God be with you." (Italics ours.)
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" And that Rock was Christ."-1 CORINTHIANS x. 4.

WHAT a delight to the spiritual mind, which is ever thirsting after,
and reaching out for a precious Christ, are His various titles
and names. Herein hungering, longing fouls find an inexhaustible
mine of wealth, when as one and another of these glorious names
are presented to their meditation, by the Holy Spirit's aid, they
find fresh delight, fresh beauty in C~rist and they have deeper
longings to know more and more of Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
Thus, the title of Rock was presented to the writer recently
when in wakeful hours of the night and in longings of the soul
after a precioljs Christ. Let us look into it, and may the Holy
Spirit enlarge our souls and bless our all too brief meditations
to His own glory. We all know what it is to have gazed upon
some of the rocks of 0\.lr headlands around our coasts, and to have
watched all the strength of the incoming tide dashing against
them, and as quickly receding and leaving the rock exactly as
it was. We need hardly remind our readers that rock is of the
most impenetrable formation in nature. It stands the ravages
of time and resists all encroachments of other bodies. And
does not this blessedly remind us in a far higher sense most
blessedly of what Jesus is to His people? He is that spiritual
Rock-the Rock of Ages. "The Rock which created them"
(Deut. xxxii. 18), and therefore has all power to keep and preserve
those whom He thus created. "He shall cry unto Me, Thou
art my Father, my God, and the rock of my salvation" (Ps.
Ixxxix. 26). He was set forth by type in the Old Testament as
referred to in our text. By God's command the Rock was to
be spoken to by Moses and it ga¥e out water abundantly to
supply the need of the children of Israel in their thirsty wilderness
marchings. It was to represent in the Old Testament the blessed
truth Jesus Himself declared to .the woman at Sychar's well,
" Whosoever drinketh of the water that I give him shall never
thirst," etc. (John iv. 14). The Rock in the wilderness by its
waters followed them and Christ Himself was an " hiding place"
for them, even as " the shadow of a great Rock in a weary land"
(Isa. xxxii. 2). The Rock was presented to Moses when the
Lord's dear servant had made the request to be shown the glory
of his God. The Lord told him he could not behold His glory,
but that He would" put thee into the cleft of the rock, and will
cover thee with My hand while I pass by " (Exod. xxxiii. 22).

And which of us has not ofttimes sung with melting heart.,
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" Rock of Ages cleft for me," that precious hymn of Toplady's
which first saw the light in th~ pages of our time-honoured
Magazine? That hymn has lived for about 166 years and has
been sung by many many thousands. It is breathed as a prayer
by the dying. It is prayed by many an exercised heart, which is
reaching out for a sure salvation. ' Whether living or dying, a
soul made to feel by the Holy Spirit's ,quickening influences that
a hiding-place is needed finds none but Christ can satisfy.
, A beautiful and touching story up to date, was related to me
recently by a beloved friend, who told of a distant relative, who
is pilot on one of our 'ferry planes. He was conveying a party
across when some disaster befel his" boat" and he knew he must
come down, but, alas! in mid-ocean. He wirelessed his position
and gave orders to all the passengers to put on their lifebelts
and cast themselves into the sea and keep together in a circle.
One poor man became demented and another sank, for whom
the brave pilot dived and brought him to the surface. Then
came the awful time of suspense and waiting, and with no help
forthcoming. Suddenly a lady in their company started singing,
" Rock of Ages cleft for me," and 'the- whole party took it' up
and sang it with her. That proved to be the means of their
salvation from a watery grave. A ship had received the wireless
and been searching for them and had turned away as futile.
The billows had hidden in a trough of the' sea this forlorn group.
But now the rescuers heard voices and returned to their search,
and soon all were safe on board; the poor pilot himself injured
and insensible. Who can tell of that company'if one and another
embraced the Rock for want of shelter and prov'ed how, " Him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out"? Oh, what a
never-failing Refuge (Isa. xxxii. 2). (Will our readers look up
these references, wich cannot be fully quoted in our now brief
space)-Strength (Ps. xviii. 1,2), Defence (Ps. xxxi.'2), Salvation
(Deut. xxxii. 4). The' Rock of Ages. Yea, the Foundation
(Matt. xvi. 18) and the all and in all of His people's salvation
(1 Peter ii. 6).

" The Christian's Rock of Defence, of Refuge and Foundation
is the adorable Jesus. Christ is the believer's Hope and the
believer's All.' In the Redeemer is the fulness of grace, of power,
and of security, and none ever trusted in Him and were con
founded" (Serie).
. As you, my fellow-believer, realize day by day the presence,
peace, and protecting power of this precious Rock of Ages,
appointed by His Father to "follow up" His people in every
stage of their wilderness journey, oh, give Him the praise of
your salvation, lean wholly upon Him and trus,t' Him in -" every
high and stormy gale," as you are taught. by blessed and grateful
experience how on " Christ the solid 'Rock you stand" and none
can remove you thence.
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.. No force the raging sea contains
Can undermine its power.

So too the Rock of God defies
The mighty hosts of sin,

And Jesus' saint in safety lies
Eternally shut in...·

(Rev. H. J. lrwin, N.Z.)

, May your and my daily rejoicing be the acknowledgement
of the sweet Psalmist, "The Lord liveth; and blessed be my
.Rock; and exalted be the God of the rock of my salvation ~,

(2 Sam. xxii. 47), as you prove in the language of dear Toplady,
!' He is a Rock in three ways': as a Foundation to support;
a Shelter to screen'; and a Fortress to protect" (Matt. xvi. 18 ;
Isa. xxxii. 2; Cant. ii. 14).

Contemplate, child of God, muse over your past pilgrim days
and journeyings, and consider how He brought you on your way,
delivered you from a thousand snares and pitfalls and set to
your seal" that Rock was Christ." Think of how all your wants
have been supplied and of how His goodness and mercy have
followed you up. "And that Rock wqs Christ." In reliance
.upon the immutable faithfulness of your unchangeable God,
you know how that Rock will see to it that you shall be brought
safely home into the everlasting haven of rest and peace, to His
everlasting praise and glory.

Since completing the above meditation it was not a little striking
that with Christmas intervening the greeting I received from
the dear young friend (Rev. H. J. Irwin) whose sacred poem is
quoted from, was a card just containing this verse which speaks
:for itself on the same subject.

.. Let me no more my comfort draw
From my frail grasp of Thee.

In this alone rejoice with awe
Thy mighty grasp of me."

R.

CALLED BY NAME.

'WHEN Adam was hiding amongst the trees of the garden God
came to him and said, " Where art thou?" I have often thought
that it must -have sent a pang through his heart to find himself
addressed without a name. "Adam" it was (the name seems
to have been part of himself: or at least was given before any
other creature received a distinguishing designation) to whom
the Lord God brought every fowl of the air and every beast of
the field to see what he would call them. "Whatsoever Adam
called every living creature, that was the name thereof." Anc~

now, hiding in shame arid fear, he was addressed as if he had no
title. "Where art thou?" He was trying to get -away from
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his beneficient Creator. But he was found of Him, rather, " I
was found of them that sought Me not"; and all Adam's
posterity have had in their first father an example of the im
mea!'urable mercy of God.

" The father of the faithful" is the fir!'t that we read of to be
called by his name. "The word of the Lord came unto Abram
saying, ' Fear not Abram, I am thy Shield, and thy exceeding
great reward." To a countless progeny of faith, blessed with
their father, this individual blessing belongs. "Fear not, I am
thy Shield, thy exceeding great reward." There are not many
instances in the Old Testament of the Lord's speaking by their
names to His saints. He said, "Moses, Moses." He said
" Samuel, Samuel." He said, " What doest thou here, Elijah ? "
He said, "Amos, what seest thou?" Then, generalizing His
precious addresses to His whole family, He said by Isaiah, " Thus
saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacob, and He that formed
thee, 0 Israel. Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name, thou art Mine." Blessed are the ears
that hear this; blessed are the ears that listen for it.

lance heard someone say that when the Lord stood at the
graveside of His dead friend, He mentioned him by name. Others
might have been buried there, it was Lazarus who was to come
forth, as it will be each separate one, dear to Him, when all the
graves yield up their bodies.

The Lord said, " Have I been so long time' with you and yet
hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath
seen the Father." Has not Philip had a numerous progeny, all
worthy of his name, disciples and companions of the Lord, who
have not known yet in their own satisfaction, that" The Father )
Himself loveth them," that Christ and His salvation are their
own by the will of the eternal God, His and their Father? And
if there are Philips and Tnomases, there are the others, a Nathaniel
here and the,re, who believe because they have seen something of
the Lord. '

" Greet the friends by name.": that was a kind message that
the apostle sent. He had heard his own name spoken from
heaven. He knew that in heaven there was laid up for him a
crown of glory, and not for him only, not for Paul only, but for
-all who love the Lord's appearing. They have many descriptions.
A description is a name. One of their descriptions is, " My people
that have sought Me." That is the name that fills the page~ ~

of the Lamb's Book of Life; the everlasting name of all who
are married to the Lord.

FOLLOWER-ON.

THE devil, though he has lost the sanctity, retains the sagacity
of an angel, and is wise to do evil.-Matthew Henry.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE OLD TESTAMENT
SCRIPTURES.
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A SERMON FOR THE YOUNG, PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES
ORMISTON, AT- ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And He said unto them, These are the words which I spake
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me."-LuKE xxiv. 44.

PART I.
THE subject announced for this evening's consideration is as
most of you already know, " Some Thoughts on the Old Testa
ment Scriptures." Our text to-night, dear friends, contains
some of the thoughts of Jesus on the Old Testamerit Scriptures,
and you know it is not men's thoughts we seek to consider;
if we are to profit in our souls we must have the thoughts of the
Lord possessing our hearts and minds. I would have you'
remember that these words of the Lord Jesus Christ were uttered
after His crucifixion and resurrection, and they are addressed to
His disciples who had continued with Him for upwards of three
years while He taught them. Now He says to them, "These
are.the words which I spake unto you ,while I was ye£ with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me."
Most of you already know that the ancient Jewish Church
divided the whole of the Old Testament Scriptures into these
three parts-Moses, the Prophets, the Psalms-so that the Lord
Jesus adopted those three divi~ions, and His disciples perfectly
well understood that He was speaking of the whole of the Old
Testament, omitting nothing fr~m it. The Law: the first five
books penned by inspired Moses, and if we accept, as we all,
I trust, do, the supreme authority of the Lord Jesus Christ,
then are we left without any doubt whatever in our minds that
the first five books of the Old Testament were penned by Moses
and by Moses alone. The Prophets in their divi~ion compre
hended the whole of the Prophets, .major and minor. The
Psalms: a comprehensive title including not merely the Psalms
specifically so called, but the whole of the poetical Books of the
Old Testament. These three divisions then, as the Lord Jesus
Christ risen from the dead declared to His disciples concerned
Himself. And He takes them now to witness that during the
three and a half years He had been instructing them it was
from the Old Testament Scriptures that He drew His doctrine
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concerning Himself. He ignored human tradition; He ignored
the commandments of men, and' clave with integrity of heart
to His father's written Word, proving all He affirmed concerning
Himself by the Scriptures of Truth. It was the great object of
the-Lord Jesus Christ, may I so say, to establish His claim from
these Old Testament Scriptures to be the Seed of the woman
promised in Gene~is, the Seed of Abraham, and the Son of Daviq,
arid these were the three principal claims the Lord Jesus Christ
advanced concerning Himself. Arid He drew His proof from the
Holy Scriptures then in existence, because as I may mention to
my younger ·hearers; the New Testament Scriptures were not
then commenced, not until Jesus had ascended up on high and
on the Day of Pentecost poured down the promised gift of the
Holy Ghost Who proceeded to inspire holy men to pen the
rem~inderof God's written Word. But during the whole ministry
of Christ the Old Testament-the Law of Moses, the Prophets,
and the Psalms, were all-sufficient for the purpose of Christ's
ministry. He always honoured His Father's Word, continually
quoting from it.' .'
. I may mention this interesting point for my younger hearers
to remember, that there are no fewer than nine hundred and sixty
'quotations, citations, and allusions to the Old Testament Scrip
tures in the New Testament. That is the honour the Holy Ghost
has put upon the Old Testament Scriptures. It is God's impri
matur and therefore it may not be questioned by man. "If
they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no
light in them." We must" prove all things" by the Word of
,God and hold fast only" that which is good." The Lord Jesus
Christ honoured the writings of Moses as recording the origin of
ma'1 and yet we live in a day whe'n men are seeking in their own
wisdom to discover some altogether opposite condition of man's
creation. We hear much in these days of the doctrine of evolu
tion. I must let that alone to-night for I cleave, dear friends,
to the plain statements of God's clear, inspired, and altogether
authoritative Word that it was- by the Breath of God that man
came into existence.' "The Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
-and man became a living soul." This is the Divine revelation
of the Old Testament contained in the Book of Genesis which
the Lord Jesus Christ ratified and confirmed with all the authority
of truth proper to Himself.

And so again in regard to the fall of man. The Lord Jesus
Christ again from these' same Scriptures affirms the revelation
there found concerning the departure of man from God. _ Oh, it
rang throughout the whole public ministry of Jesus that He had
come into a fallen world, that He had "not· come to call the
righteous, but shiners to repentance." The whole of His doctrine
of grace was made to rest on the fact that man had fallen from
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God. Again and ,again in substance if not in words He declared
there was none good but God only. Once, you remember, He
put the crucial question to a young man who came to Him saying,
.. Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have
'eternal life?" And at once Jesus asked him why he called
'Him good. Did he see more in Him than a man, a mere fellow
man? ," Why callest thou Me good?" "There is none," said
He, " good but One, that is, God." Do y~u see God in Me that
you should call, Me good? These are inferences perhaps, dear
'friends, but they are helpful because they are inferential in
design, and going to prove that the Lord Jesus Christ everywhere
and always recognized the fact that this is a fallen world, and
that the children of Adam are sinners, chief sinners.

I suggested just now how one of His great claims was that
He was none other than the'Seed of the woman, that- He was
the Seed of Abraham, that He was the Son of David. Time
does not suffer me to-night to enlarge upon these points, but I
'suggest them to my younger hearers as a profitable subject for
study-the proofs which Jesus gave in His public ministry that
He was the very Seed of the woman promised from the first,
that He was the Seed of Abraham, and that He'was the Son of
David. Notably He appeals to Psalm ex., that Psalm which is
headed, " A Psalm of David./I "The -Lord said unto my Lord)
Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool." He quoted that of Himself and He put in connection
with it to His unbelieving Jewish hearers the question: How is
this ?" What think ye of the Christ? Whose Son is He? They
say unto Him, The Son of David," of course not meaning, Thou
art the Son of David, but the Christ, the Messiah, is the Son of
David. Then said the Lord Jesus, Explain this to Me, If He be
the Son of David, how is it that David speaks of Him as his Lord?
Tell Me. And they were confounded, they were left in their
darkness, dear friends. But the great point is that the Lord
Jesus Christ claimed that Psalm for Himself, as His own peculiar
Psalm. It was not David's Psalm, though David by inspiration
penned it because' Jesus says so-" David himself said by the
Holy Ghost," or, " David in Spirit" saith.

Always, young friends, lay hold of every word that Jesus said
and remember ·He always precisely meant what He uttered.
You need not revise it or explain it, He just meant precisely what
He said because He was Himself in'finite wisdom, and used always
Just the fittest words and phrases in which to express His mind;
unlike ourselves who have often to recall our utterances or explain
them because we see they are not quite correct. The Lord Jesus
had never to' correct Himself, and therefore you may take in
fullest trust and in the happiest confidence all the gracious words
that proceeded out of His lips. I think we ought to bless God
not a little that He has ~een pleased to put a revelation of His
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generation and generation by a succession of witnesses. I am
not for a moment suggesting, however, that God might if it had
been His sovereign pleasure have ordered it otherwise, but this
I am here to-night to say that God in this matter as in all other
matters, has done the best thing. If oral teaching had been better
than written then we should have had no Bible, but because in
God's superior perfect judgment a written form of revelation is
preferable to an unwritten one, we have these Scriptures of Truth
placed in our hando. Oh, let uS be thankful that that which is
written remains. Of course we are not overlooking the fact that
for probably nearly 2500 years there were no Scriptures, accepting
Moses as the first inspired writer-roughly about 1500 years
before Christ. So that for 2500 years during the Patriarchal
Dispensation God was pleased to reveal Himself otherwise than
in writing, but so long as that was His method He prolonged
the lives of men, holy men.

Now take the case of Enoch. Enoch lived in the days of
Adam. There stood that blessed man of God, that faithful
witness who so pleased God, able to receive from the lips of Adam
himself the full account of his origin, of his creation, of his Paradise
life, of his communion with his God before he fell into sin, of his
fall, of the marvellous revelation in grace which the living God
made to him in the promised Deliverer, the Seed of the woman
Who should bruise the serpent's head, and bring life and immor
tality to light in the Gospel, showing Adam the wondrous one
way of escape from the wrath to come, namely, by atoning blood,
instructing him in the true doctrine of vicarious sacrifice. And
so this knowledge and instruction doubtless passed on to Noah,
the preacher of righteousness, who in his turn proclaimed the same
glorious verities, the same soul-saving doctrinal truths. Thus you
see God was able to operate, He was able to perpetuate in its purity
and in its integrity the revelation He made of Himself as the God
of all grace. But then God's revelation as we trace the history of
it has been progressive, always tending onwards to the 'time when
God should be able to seal up all He had to say in a way of saving
grace through His Word with an emphatic Amen. Now at the
end of your Bibles you have God's Amen because God has nothing
more to say. He has said fully. He has expressed His mind
completely. He has declared that Jesus from Genesis to Revela
tion is the Way, and the Truth and the Life, and that no man
can come to God the Father but by, and in, and through Him.
God has nothing to add to that. That is the whole counsel oC
God. Oh, how sublime and simple. Oh, what blessed reality
on which to rest our sin-burdened hearts: Jesus Christ, the
Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Prophet, and the Priest, and
the King, the one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus.
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WHILE IT IS CALLED TO-DAY.

MORE than eighty years ago, a girl called Sarah Stone was living
in a pretty little village in the quiet countryside. There were
picturesque cottages with gardens fuli of flowers, a cheerful
little brook, and a fine old Church whose spire could be seen above
the leafy 'trees of the churchyard. The Vicar was a good man,
who preached the Gospel to his congregation, and was earnestly
interested in the spiritual welfare of his people. Sarah, who was
about fourteen, attended the Sunday school with the other
children. She came regularly, and showed intelligence, but she
was a careless, idle sort of girl, and Miss Ellis, her teacher, often
felt that no impression was made upon her. Poor girl, she came
of a bad stock; her father was a drunkard, and her mother a
gossiping slattern. It was only to get her out of their way that
they made Sarah go to the Sunday school at all.

Miss Ellis took a deep interest in her class, and longed that the
children might be brought to know the Lord. One Sunday
when she was about to go away for some weeks, she chose for
her lesson the words in Matthew vii. about the two ways. For
the' first time, she noticed that Sarah was listening attentively,
as she spoke earnestly and solemnly of the narrow way that
leads to life, and of the broad road ending in destruction. She
told the children that each of them was travelling on one of those
roads; the urgent question was, " Which?" Sarah's attention
was so unusual that after she had gone Miss Ellis prayed with
all her heart especially for this girl, that the Holy Spirit might
bring her to the Saviour.

Sarah must have lingered on the way home, for it was long
past the usual time when she arrived at the cottage. Mrs.
Stone came scolding to the door, angry at the delay, for she
was waiting for Sarah's return- before she went off to join her
husband at the public-house. It was a very hot day in June,
sultry and airless. How Sarah passed that Sunday evening I
cannot say; but evidently her soul had been thoroughly awakened
by her teacher's words, and she was in great distress. She was
not indoors when her parents came home late in the evening,
and at length her mother found her in the garden, lying on the
grass· beneath an apple tree. Thinking her asleep, Mrs. Stone
shook the girl roughly, rating at her in her usual fashion. But
Sarah was not asleep; she sat up, her face all stained with her
tears, sobbing out, " Oh, mother, mother, I'm not in the narrow
way."

Mrs. Stone was only half sober, and as cross as possible. She
dragged Sarah into the house, abusing the child, and hurrying
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her up to bed. Sarah just sobbed on again and again. "Oh,
mother, mother, I'm not in the narrow way," but Mrs. Stone
took no notice, and shut the bedroom door on the girl without
the least mark of tenderness or affection, shouting at her to be
sure to get up early.' .

Next day, Mr. Stone was the first to come downstairs, which
was unusual, for Sarah was always up first to get the breakfast.
Thinking she had overslept, he had some food alone, and went
off to work. Then Mrs. Stone bestirred herself, and finding
nothing done in the kitchen, she turned angrily to call her daughter.
But as she went upstairs, she remembered Sarah's heart-broken
cry, and a kind of fear came over her. She paused at the door,
and called; there was no answer, so after a moment's hesitation
she went in. How still it all was. Mrs. Stone's fear grew; she
crept up to the 'bed and gently pulled away the clothes. But
there was no movement from the silent form on the bed; Sarah
had died during the night.

There is no more to tell, for nobody can know what happened
in Sarah's soul during that Sunday night.

There was nobody there to comfort and sympathize, nobody
to point to Christ, the Living Way. Her kind teacher had been
praying for her, and who can tell whether that fer:vent ,prayer
was not effectual? If Sarah, aroused to her danger, was seeking
the narrow way, we may be sure that het search ended in finding,
for so runs the promise. But how this solemn story should
warn us to examine ourselves, and to see which way our feet are
treading.. May the Holy Spirit. show us the path of life, and
lead us to the Saviour Christ, Who is Himself the Way.

DAMARIS.

n:>oetrp.

No good will l!e withhold,
No evil can befall.

o faithless heart, be bold
To count on. Him for all!

Though every road were barred,
Traffic with heaven is free,

And under angel-guard
God's posts speed down to thee!

Bishop Frank Houghton.

"

SATAN teaches men first to doubt, and then to deny; he makes
sceptics first, and so by degrees makes them atheists.-Matthew
Henry.



The Gospel Magazine

VICTORY AND VALOUR.
NOTES OF A TALK TO A COVENANTER BIBLE CLASS.'

By MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.

55

VICTORY.
Symbols and slogans about Victory are much in evidence to-day;

and though victory is what we desire, yet the way thereto is of
fierce conflict. Someone has pointed out that if you turn" V "
upside-down, and put in the necessary horizontal line, you get
.. A" which stands for attack.

There is a great victory story in 1 Samuel xvii. It is of great
encouragement to us to-day; for we need courage, valour,
determination. Are we conscious that our present day Vandal
is no more praying, and just as much bragging as the ancient
exile wanderer, Goliath. He knows not God, nor truth, nor
honour. But are we conscious, as was David, prayIng-" In the
Name of the Lord of Hosts"? (verse 25). The world's most
famous red-headed lad (verse 42) was a humble God-fearing
person who heard the Voice speaking to him from the Eternities
.. This is the way (via, in Latin), walk ye in it "-(Isa. xxx. 21).
Are we doing so? If not, we are on the \Jathway of·the Vandal,
moving steadily with all wanderers to the land of the vanquished.

Is it true, as we have been told, that the Anglo-Saxon race is
dying? We-cannot deny, however we may account for it, that
we are now passing through our second warning this century to
put our house in order and walk in the paths our fathers trod.
Though there are thousands praying for our cause and heartily
lamenting the barren days in which we live, yet it is only too
patent that nationally we are not paying heed to the persistent
Voice that speaks to us from out the pages of God's -Word. Our
National History is rich with tales of God-guidance in ourNational
affairs, and with our National awareness that .. God is our
only Defence," yet this seems to be forgotten in our day-and
forgotten at our peril. We saw above that David slew the
Gittite with the first pebble of the magic five; but why did he
take five stones, and not two or three or six? It is recorded that
when the Kaiser of .Germany paid a visit to the President of the
Swiss Republic, and was discussing with him the Swiss Army
which consisted only of 200,000 men, the Kaiser said: .. But
8upposing I came against you with 400,000 men, what then·? "
.. In that case," replied the President, .. every man of ours will
have to shoot twice." Did David expect more than one
antagonist? Apparently he did. 2 Samuel xxi. 22 informs
us: .. These four were born to. the giant in Gath, and fell by the

. hand of David, and by the hand of his-servants." Is not this the
explanation of the five smooth stones? Goliath and his four
relatives. David doubtless thought that when he had killed
their champion, the other giants would come to avenge his death,
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so he determined to wipe out the whole blasphemous brood at
once. Just one stone for each! What a picture of sublime
confidence! Saul could deal with the Philistine rank and file, but
he himself with perfect faith in God, and energized by His Spirit,
would deal with the blasphemers. The four remaining stones
were not needed just then, and the honour of slaying the other
giants was reserved for David's companions. Confidence in
God is confidence in a covenant that will not be betrayed. It is
a humble trust that is certain, and the issue thereof sure. What
a sublime spectacle it would be for the world to see-Britain
nationally acknowledging the Law of the Lord and walking
positively in the light of salvation, God-fearing, humble, devout.
As was true in David's day, so also may we be taught. Listen
to the Puritan poet Cowper as he sings :

.. By whom was David taught
To aim the deadly blow,
When Goliath he fought,
And laid the Gittite low?

Nor sword nor spear the stripling took,
But chose a pebble from the brook.

.. 'Twas Israel's God and King
Who sent him to the fight;
Who gave·him strength to sling,
And skill to aim aright.

Ye feeble saints. your strength endures,
Because young David's God is yours."

What of ourselves as individuals? Read this great victory
story again and enter the valley of strength and know that there
is a valley between God's people and Goliath of Gath (unless you
are on. the side of the wanderers, exiles from God). Examine
your armour and "prove" it, and know assuredly that ye can
meet the giant" in the Name of the Lord of Hosts," and that
" the battle is the Lord's "-then you in your day will be able to
show forth" that all the earth may know that there is a God in
Israel" (verse 46). What a -great triumph this was to the boy
David; but you have your own struggles-as real as those which
confronted the personality of the future king of Israel. David
was deeply conscious of God's presence, and took to Him his
troubles in prayer, and found that God ever kept His Covenant
(Ps. cv. 8). And he who walks with God finds that this is a
true and faithful saying, let the enemies of God blaspheme to the
contrary.

The outward victory is won because of the security of inward
faith-the anchor of which is secured within the veil. Hence, the
victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil is sure, and the
hymn of praise is certain. "For whatsoever is born of God over
cometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but
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he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" "Thanks be to
God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(1 John v. 4-5; 1 Cor. xv. 57). Did you ever notice that the only
people who really know how to sing are Christians? It is recorded
that Pliny the Younger wrote to the Emperor Trajan complaining
that the Chrisitans within th_e Province of Bithynia could not be
made to stop singing. The Emperor sent the necessary instruc
tions-but to no avail, " On they sang." When the joy oozes
out, and the Song of Praise is begun, what avail is all the endeavour
to stifle and squelch it by persecution? None whatever. Come
weal or woe, we will steel our hearts along with Martin Luther ,S

he chants:
.. A mighty fortress is our God

A bulwark never failing.
Our helper He, amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to do us woe;
Hi~ craft and powers are great
And armed with cruel hate,

On earth is not his equal.

.. Do we in our own strength confide
O,ur striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask Who that may be?

. Christ Jesus it is He;
Lord Sabaoth is His Name,
From age tb age the same,

And He must win the battle."

VALOUR.

Of the deed!? 0' yore, knights in armour, suffering of martyrs,
endurance under pain, and steadfast discipline in the face of death,
-there are stories aplenty in the annals of lit.erature. Of valour.
I do not need to write, for the heroic deeds, brave spirit, courageous
faith, dauntless gallantry, steadfast devotion -all these, and
more, are the glory of those who performed them. We have 'all
heard of the brave thirteen-year old lad, Casabianca, "the boy
who stood on the burning deck." He was a real valiant hero,
whose name is recorded on the scroll of fame. He was young
but he was valourous great. In the annals of Pagan Rome there
is this story of valour: There was a Roman Emperor, Sulpicius
Galba by name, a weak and unlovable man. In the Forum his
chariot was attacked by the followers of his rival, and he was
done to death. None struck a blow on his behalf except one
man, the Centurion Sempronius Densus, who warned off the mob
with his vinestick and drew his sword, and for a long time he
fought till he was struck down from behind. One man-Sem
pronius Densus-was that day" worthy of the Roman discipline,"
he was loyal to his master. ~nd this war has brought to mind



.. Holy Spirit, Love Divine,
Glow within this heart of mine;
Kindle every high desire;
Perish self in Thy pure fire.

.. Holy Spirit, Truth Divine,
Dawn upon this soul of mine.;
Word of God and inward Light,
Wake my spirit, clear my sight.

the ·famous Ode, not about Dunkirk or Crete, but of " the burial
of Sir John Moore " at Corunna in 1809.

But you say, What about me? You have your own battles
to fight. Let firm resolve be yours, dare to be a Daniel, live high,
keep your sword sharp and ever ready to hand, and, above all,
do not forget the Secret Weapon. It is a marvellous thing-no

. one ever discovered or invented any secret weapon that remained
perpetually a weapon or a secret; yet Christians have known
about it all down the ages. "The secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Him" (Ps. xxv. 14). The Secret Weapon is Secret Prayer,
and the Scripture is the Book of Devotion. Do you rejoice in the
knowledge of salvation through Christ Jesus? Then. walk with
God, speak oft with the Lord, pray God that He will copy His
Bible into your conscience and write His Doctrine upon your life,
and mind that you become familiar with the Sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God (Eph. vi. 17).
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1
Holy Spirit, Power Divine,
Fill and nerve this will of mine;

.. By Thee may I strongly live,
. Bravely bear and ·nobly strive.

.. Holy Spirit, Right Divine,
King within my conscience reign ;
Be my law, and I shall be
Firmly bound, for ever free."

(Samuel Long(ellow.)

There are 'the hidden Springs of Valour, whence the deeds do
flow along the Valley of Elah (Strength), and which issue at last
in the Sea of Victory.

"THEY all with one consent began to make excuse" (Luke
xiv. 18).

Minister (to a little boy whose mother was out): "Tell your
mother I missed her at Church last night." '1

Little Boy: "Mother didn't come to Church because she was
washing her hair."

Minister: "Well, she could wash her hair on another day."
This is a sample of the flimsy reasons which keep people from

coming to hear the Word of God.
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DRAW NEAR.

ANOTHER thing to notice is this: that when people _pray they
get the ear of their gracious God; they get near to Him. The
Apostle Paul, in the Hebrews, says, " Let us draw near." Distant
sinner, listen to it; 0, hearken, if your distraction will let you.
Let us draw near to whom? Why, to God, the God of all grace,
of mercy, of compassion, and goodness; let us draw near to God.
And what to do?, To" obtain mercy, and to find grace to help
in time of need." Draw near to a Friend Who loveth at all
times; draw near to the Saviour Who came to save the lost;
draw near to Him Whose Name is " THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS
NESS." Draw near to Him Who is a great High Priest, and Who
offered Himself without spot to God. Draw near to the Fountain
opened for sin and uncleanness; draw near to the compassionate
Saviour, of Whom it is said, " Like as a father pitieth his children,
80 the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." Draw near to
Omnipotence clothed in our nature; draw near to infinite Wisdom,
dwelling in Him, of Whom it is written, "The Lord knoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptations." -You do not come
to a dead wall when you come to a great and gracious God;
you come to bowels of compassion; you come to infinite mercy.
If you say that you have made many mistakes-that is true, no
doubt; if you say that you are full of sin-that certainly is true.
If you say that you have often sinned against light-that may be
painfully and shamefully true; but God keep you from setting
that up above Himself, above the merits of Christ, above His
infinite compassion. Draw near to this Saviour; draw near to a
promising God.-J. K. Popham.

"LET US NOT FEAR."

HUMBLY believing in, and faithfully following that One mighty
to save, "Who hath conquered principalities and powers and
made a show of them openly, -triumphing over them," let us
never fear. We are called to be soldiers-good soldiers of Jesus
Christ. We may fear rebellion-fear mutiny-fear provoking
the Captain of our salvation, but under His guidance, following
Him, whom shall we fear? What is our calling? Is it not
wrestling, "not with flesh and blood, but with principalities,
powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and spiritual
wickedness in high places"? Let us ,not fear. Jesus hath
taught us " in patience to possess our souls." Let us -not be
foolish. Let us not say, " There will be no evil days-no tribula
tion." There wiLL be tribulation. There will be evil days. The
days are yet coming, of which Christ hath warned us, come they
soon, come they late, that there have not been such from the
foundation of the world. -These things a"re to be counted upon;
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our mmds are to be made up; thus are we in patience to possess
our souls. Let us not fear-why should we? What can men
do to us? They can kill us; after that they have no more
that they can do. We know their worst and it is not very bad.
They cannot touch the "life that is hid with Christ in God."
They cannot send soul and body to hell. They cannot keep us
in the grave. They can kill us, but" neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature;
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."-" Rich Gleanings from' Rabbi' Duncan,"
p.26.

n:>rott£stant J)eacon.

ARCHBISHOP BENSON ON RITUALISTIC CHANGES.

TRAVELLING in a· secluded part of the country not long after his
appointment to the A(chbishopric, Benson wrote in his diary:
I' Strange to find in these retired country places the same changes
going on in ritual-chanted psalms, surpliced choirs, Eastward
position, coloured stoles~verywhere. The gain in reverence
does not keep pace with all this. Only three besides ourselves
(women) at Holy Communion this morning, and our two selves
the only men in Church this afternoon. The Dean of Lincoln
once said to me: 'They destroy service by services.' How are
we going wrong? There is entering in something that is mechani
cal, not corporate, while the individual is dying out as an element
of worship. The old -evangelical service was more solemn, more
reverep.t, though as free as could be from anything aesthetic.
The clergy are sadly, pathetically in earnest; 'they revolted
from the vanity of preachers. But we are finding out that without
preaching, the Word will not be known (I mean, of course,
studied and effective preaching) and that without the Word all
their services go for nothing and will build up nothing." A few
days later he wrote: "Only fixe women and ourselves at Holy
Communion. Church rather fuller-but these short surplices,
no hoods, and coloured stoles don't seem fit for men." There
is food for reflection to-day in such passages as these.-" The
English Churchman."

THE only blessing, as to experience, that the children of God
do not ask for, is the new birth-they never want that. That
comes unsought, undesired.-J. K. Popham.
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THE EVERLASTING COVENANT. Compiled by Basil S. Brunning.
Prices: 12 for Is. 6d.; 24 for 2s. 9d.; 50 for: 5s.

This is an attractively got-up booklet, small enough for enclosing
in letters. Each page has a quotation from Scripture and from
an Evangelical hymn-writer bearing on the everlasting Covenant.
It can be ordered from Mr. Basil S. Brunning, 15, Oxford Gardens"
North Kensington, London, W.1O.

REVELATION AND INSPIRATION. By Professor B. B. Warfield,
D.D. Pp. 32. Price 6d. (Inter-Varsity Fellowship of
Evangelical Unions, 39, Bedford Square, London, W.C.I.)

, A very excellent summary of the doc,trine of Revelation and
Inspiration by one of the ablest of American Evangelical'
theologians. ~

SOME MORAL DIFFICULTIES OF THE BIBLE. , By the Venerable
H. E. Guilleband, M.A., late Archdeacon of Ruanda. Pp.
208. Price 3s. 6d. (Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical
Unions, 39, Bedford Square, London, W.C.I.)

This volume consists of thirteen chapters, but only the first
six were completely written by Archdeacon Guilleband before he
left for Africa, in August, 1940. "In the midst of the people
to Whom he and, his family have given themselves for Christ's
sake and the Gospels," he was called Home, although he was
only in middle life. His early call Home came as a shock to
hi~ many Christian friends, and his wife and family have our
tender sympathy in their sorrow.

The latter chapters of the book have been brought to their
present form by various unnamed writers. At the outset it may
be said that the theology of the writers is more or less Arminian
in character and therefore those who cleave to what is called
Calvinistic theology will find themselves in d.isagreement with
much that is contained in the volume. One of the greatest
moral difficulties in the Bible is that an almighty and righteous
God should have permitted sin to enter His universe. He knew
all the long catalogue of suffering, lamentation, and woe which
would follow the fall of ma_n and He had power to prevent sin
from entering the world with all its terrible consequences, yet
He did not prevent either the fall of Satan or the subsequent
iall of man. "Do not ask me," says the late Professor Machen,



" why he did so. I cannot tell you. This is the eternal mystery
of evil; it is to us an insolvable riddle. We must trust God alone
for the solution of it." The writers of this volume, while attempt
ing to solve moral difficulties have to admit that such attempts
" must inevitably fail of success, for no one can fully understand
the ways of God save God Himself, and no scheme of thought
can afford a complete solution of such problems" p. 201).

The attempted solution in this book of many of the moral
difficulties of the Bible will not in every case satisfy all readers.
Other interpretations will be more satisfying.

In our view the late Professor J. Gresham Machen's book, The
Christian View of Man, published by The Macmillan Company,
deals with some of the moral problems in a way which most of
our readers would approve.

Two of the chapters in this vGlume, which we' are briefly
reviewing, deal with the great doctrine of predestination. That
doctrine is, however, either greatly modified or even rejected by
the author's views on free-will and what he speaks of as the offer
of salvation to all men. In fact, at the conclusion of the dis
cussion we read (p. 92), "The Bible always emphasizes that,
whatever be the sins or failures of the past, the present is in man's
power, and the future is a clean sheet upon which he may write what
he will" (italics ours). This seems to teach that a man's salvation
is in the power of his own will, whereas Scripture says that saving
mercy is " not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but
of God that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). Our Reformers in
their Tenth Article of Religion say, " The condition of man after
the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and preplfre himself,
by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling
upon God. Wherefore we have no power to do works pleasant
and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ
preventing (i.e., going before) us, that we may have a good will
and working with us, when we have that good will." Here surely
is the doctrine, not of human power, but of human inability.

It seems to us that the doctrine of predestination (see Article
XVII) is clearly taught in Scripture, and we need to receive it
humbly as a Divinely-revealed truth, however much it may suggest
difficulties to our finite minds.

We need to distinguish between the frt;le-will of man before
the fall and the free-will of man after the fall. Since the fall
Scripture reveals that man is spiritually dead in trespasses and
sins. He is therefore both absolutely unable and indisposed to
think or do anything to bring about his own salvation. No man
can be saved unless he comes to Christ and trusts in His merits,
but until God by His Spirit quickens Mm he cannot come to
Christ. This our Lord plainly teaches: "No man can come
to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him." On
the other hand, all whom the Father hath given the Son, i.e., all
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whom He has chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,
are predestined to come to Christ. "All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no
wise cast out" (John vi. 37, 44). The Apostle Paul plainly teaches
us that it is the predestinated ones who are effectually called,
justified, and glorified, and he also plainly teaches'that it is God
Himself Who predestinates, calls, justifies and finally glorifies
the chosen objects of His mercy. (See Rom. viii. 28-30). When
this great truth raises a difficulty in the mind of an objector,
the apostle does not make any attempt to solve it. He simply
says, "Nay, but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest against
God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why
hast Thou made me thus? " (Rom. ix. 20). It seems to us that
we should follow the apostle's example in this respect. We
used to remember that" the ways of the Lord are right" however
mysterious they are to us. They are" past finding out," and
therefore to explain them all is beyond our power. (See Hosea .
xiv. 9; Rom. xi. 33.) Why cannot we humbly and meekly
receive with meekness what God has revealed, and be content to
acknowledge that His ways are beyond our power to fully
discover? "The secret thing belongs unto the Lord our God:

. but the things that are revealed belong unto us and to our
children for ever" (Deut. xxix. 29).

Inasmuch as the doctrine of predestination is clearly revealed,
ought we not to receive it meekly, and ought we not to realize
that any preaching of the Gospel which is not fully influenced
by its teaching is not the Gospel of the grace of God which was
preached by the apostles. What could be plainer than the
words, "As many as were ordained to eternal life believed".
(Acts xiii. 48). They believed on the Lord Jesus Christ because
they were ordained to believe. J. A. Ha-ldane says, " In reading
the Acts of the Apostles (xiii; 48), ' As 'many as were ordained to
eternal life believed,' my whole system as to free-will was over
turned. I saw that being ordained to eternal life was not the
consequence of faith, but that Hie children of God believed
because they were thus ordained. This gave a considerable blow
to my self-righteousness" (Lives of the Haldanes, p. 72).

On p. 18 of the volume we are considering the question is
asked, "Why does not God kill Satan?" The answer given
says, " The fact that God has not yet destroyed Satan shows that'
He has very good reasons up till now for not doing so." On the
following page the writer says, " He knows to the day and the
hour when the time will have come to end the test, to gather in
His elect, and to destroy the evil one and all the forces of evil which
belong to him" (italics ours). This looks very much like the
doctrine of annihilation-the annihilation of the devil and all
the ungodly. If th~s is so, it is certainly not evangelical doctrine,
nor do we think that it is the doctrine of the Bible.
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Extracts (rom our Correspondence.
From Yeovil: .. I wish to thank you and all who have contributed to the GOSPEL

MAGAZINE. Often I have wished we could have a weekly issue. Satan no doubt
would like to close it'down altogether. Still we have a God Who hears and answers
prayer. It behoves those of us who are interested to pray earnestly about it."

From Portsmouth: "How grateful we are to all who contribute to the Magazine.
" We shall miss it only.coming every two months. I looked at a back number last

Sunday evening' and read the article (October, 1939) on 'A Triumphant Air Raid.'
How we did enjoy it, my blind mother and myself."

ftrom Bishop ·F. Houghtim: .. We mentioned in our last letter that I met 'a lady
reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. On the Sunday night, at Winnipeg, I met .another
reader who had once been a 'farmer in the King's Lynn area, and has read the
Magazine for many years." (Bishop Houghton has been preaching and speaking
for months in the inte.rests of. the China Inlflnd Mission in N. America and Canada,
and has met other readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. When he wrote on Dec. 3rd 
last he expected to meet others in the neighbourhood of Los Angeles. He had
hoped to return to Shanghai in December, 1941, but the war between Japan,
America and ourselves will compel him and his wife to remain in America. We
bespeak the prayers of our readers on their behalf and on behalf of another son
and his wife in Chefoo.-Editor.)

From Brighton: .. We I:ead the Magazine aloud on Sunday evenings and find it
most helpful."
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