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PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY.

"And, 'ye fathers, provo/re not 'your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
EPHESIANS vi. 4.

"
THE education of children has f~r many months been a prominent:
subject in the new-papers. At the time of writing a new education bill
is about to be discussed in Parliament. Important changes are likely
to be made. One important change has to do with religious
education. We gather that our elementary schools will, if the Bill
passes, be always opened with what is called .. an act of worship."
What is called religious education will be given in all the schools,'
but parents J,I1ay legally withdraw their 'Children, if they choose, when
religious instruction is given. There will still be schools of a
denominational character in wbich religious instruc.tion of a denomin
ational character will be given. In every school, however, parents
who conscientiously object to the religious education given may
withdraw their children from the instruction given.

We do not propose to discuss the education bill in its vanous
details. What we wish to do, as God shall enable us, is to bring
to the notice of Christian parents their personal responsibility in regard
to the upbringing of their children. There is grave danger: in these
evil days, that parents may fail to realise their own person'al respon
sibility in regard to the upbringing of their children. The evacuation
of children from their own homes during the war, has no doubt
contributed to this. Some parents have rightly, as we think, kept
their children under their own roof and trusted in God to care fOl



226 The Gospel Magazine

and, protect them. Large numbers of parents have responded to the
prop~sal that. their children should be evacuated. In some cases
children have thus been brought to Christian homes where they have
been lovingly cared for, and where their spiritual and temporal
interests have been ,earnestly promoted. Not all homes into which
evacuated children have been deposited have been wholly desirable.
Apart from all this, however, there seems to be a growing tendency
fol' the State to undertake the responsibility of caring for the children.

Public nurseries for infants are being established. Milk and meals
are being provided by the a~thorities for the children who attend
school, and mothers are being largely relieved of their personal
responsibility to feed and clothe and care for their own offspring.
It is to be feared that many mothers are glad to be relieved in these
ways, so that they may earn money in some' employment during th~

day, and look after their children only at night, when school and
work are over. All this, however, is likely to bring aQout the abolition
of home life, and to break down the ties of love and affection which
ought to exist betwen parents and their children.

There can be no doubt that if we follow the teaching of .the
Word of God, we shall find that there are duties which children owe
to their parents and duties which parents owe to their children.

Children are bidden to obey their parents in the Lord; for this is
a right thing to do.
They are to honour their fathers and mothers that it may be well
with them. When the late Bishop Moule's commentary on the Epistle
to the Ephesians was issued in the year 1895, he said: .. At the
present time, undoubtedly, parental authority is at a low ebb in
English Christendom. Its revival will depend, under God, on the
active recognition of the whote teaching of such a Scripture as this
(Ephes. vi.), full of the warrant of parental government and of the
wisdom of parental s'ympath'y."-(C:am~ridge Bible on Epes. vi. 4,
italics ours). .

It is remarkable that disobedience to parents IS one of the great
sins which will characterise .. the last days," days described as.
.. perilous times." It is one of the sins which is the outcome of men
failing to retain God 'in their knowledge. See Rom. i. 28-32, which
includes disobedience to parents among a long list of other SillS.

See also 11 Timothy iii. 1, 2.
But what is the cause of d;sobedience to parents. Usually it may

be said to be due to parents failing to obey God. Children well
brought up usually honour and obey their parents. Children badly
brought up are often' guilty of manifold sins, including disobedience.

At present there is a large increase of juvenile crime. Is this to
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be wondered at when parents allow their children to be on the streets
in London and other places at night? Can anyone imagine that
children, allowed to run riot on the streets, to mix with bad com
panions, to go to cinemas, and to desecrate the Lord's day, can be
otherwise than children who are not governed by the teachings and
precepts of the Word of God? Recently, a peer in the House of
Lords told of girls under sixteen suffering from a disease caused by
immoral conduct. What are the parents doing to allow girls at that
age to be exposed to a sin which statistics tells us is now so common?
.. It is in the school of the well-ordered Christian home that the true
idea of the Christian's position, Divinely filial in its freedom, yet
, law-abiding unto Christ,' should be first illustrated as well as taught."
(Moule on Ephesians vi: 1).

The verse which we have placed at the head of this Family
Portion ;Iearly set> forth the doctrine of parental responsibility, Of
that let us now think.

The parents addressed in this passage are assumed to be Christiall
parents, those who have been blessed with all spiritual blessings
in Christ," chosen in Him before the foundation of the world,
redeemed and pardoned through Christ's blood, Divinely quickened
and saved by Divine power and grace. (See chap. i. 3, 4, 7;
n. 4-8).

1. Such parents are enjoined to avoid provoleing their children to
wrath.

" Ye fathers," says the Apostle, "provoke not your children to
wrath." No doubt "fathers" here include both parents. Christian
love should characterise parents in relation to their children. Authority
in the home should be exercised kindly and lovingly. The ~hildren
are to be treated kindly. Severe, unjust treatment or partiality of
trea~ment are to be avoided. The parent should carefully avoid any
treatment which might be a reasonable ground of resentment or
anger on the part of the children.

It should be abundantly apparent to the children that their parents
really love them, and in all their dealings with them are really ~eeking

their highest good.

2. Secondly, it may be truly said that the Apostle in addressing
married people in this chapter assumes that they have children.

He assumes that they do not shirk the responsibili~y of having
children. There is no suggestion in the Bible that parents should
arrange to have only one or two children, nor is there the least
suggestion that families should be limited by the _use of mechanical
means.
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We are face to face with a most serious state of things in regard
to the limitation of families which, has no sanction in the Word 9f
God, and needs to be exposed and condemned. There is evidently
an idea that .. medical science" has an authority greater than the
Word of God. It is forgotten that all men of science are not
governed by the Spirit and Word of God, and any knowledge which is
not in harmony with the Word of God is to be rejected.

At the very beginning of the world's history God said to Adam
and Eve, .. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth"
(Gen. i. 28). After the Flood He said to oah and his sons.
.. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish" the earth." and we read
.. Of them was the whole earth overspr~ad." Again He said.
.. And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bling forth abundantly
in the earth, and multiply therein" (Genesis ix. I, 7, J9).

These Divine words in reference to married people seem to us '
clearly to condemn the modern teaching and the modern methods in
regard to the multiplication of the human species. 'Moreover, there
is grave reason to believe that modem methods are having the effect
of increased breaches of the Seventh Commandment by unmarried
people, an awful thing. to contemplate. To Abraham God said, .. I
will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand
which is upon the sea shore" (Gen. xxii. 17). .. Children," says
the Psalmist ." are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the
womb is His reward. . '. Happy is the man that hath hi quiver
full of them" (Psalm cxxvii. 3, 5). To the godly man it is said.
.. Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine by the sides of thine house;
thy children like olive plants round about thy table" (Psalm
cxxviii: 3).

Our Reformers knew nothing of .. birth prevention." They said
that .. Matrimony' was ordained for the procreation of children, to
be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord,' and to the
praise of His holy name."

~ the occasion of the Lambeth Conference in 1920 when this
subject was discussed by the' Bishops gathered there. Bishop Azariah:
the Bishop of Dornakal-a native Indian Bishop--said to another
Bishop. .. For the fir.st time in his life he· had learned of the
existence of contraceptives. Both idea and practice were unknown
to the Indians." (Vo!. n.. p. 19 of Autobiography of Bishop
Hensley Hen~on).

The use of these modern methods seems to us to be wholly
contrary to Scriptu1"e. Proper' s~lf-control should of course always
characterise all Christian men and women, but methods which ignore

,
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Bible teaching are to, be firmly shunned. God said "Be fruitful,
and replenish the earth." It was not His purpose that me human
race should congregate in one place and remain there. &ery part
of the earth was to be filled more or less I with the human fainily.
The object which the men who began to build the tower 01 Babel
had in view was to prevent the Divine purpose from being a.ccom
plished. God sai~ .. Replenish the earth." They said, " Let us build
us a city and a tower . . . . lest we be scatt6fed abroad upo~ the
face 01 the whole earth." God, however, intervened, confounded \heir
language .. and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad u\lon
the face of all fhe earth" (Genisis xi. 4, 9).

Now, human devices are being resorted to in order to preVC\lL
mankind from being fruitful. Such devices are sure in the end to
bring disaster upon a nation. Already, many are anxiously antici
pating that in a few years our population will be so diminished that
England, will cease to be a great and powerful nation. .

There are not wanting indications that even some real Christian
people are being led away by these modern teachings and methods.
We feel therefore that we shou1d warn the Lord's people against
these things. The ways of the world are ~t the ways in whicn
the Lord's people should walk. Clearly the sale of contraceptive,
should be prohibited by law. It is an evil thing.

3. Thirdly, let us notice that parents themselves are responsible for
the bringing up of their oWn children.

To the parents in reference to their 'children the Apostle says,
" Bring them up i'n the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Here
is parental responsibility, Christian parents especially are addressed.
The word translated "bring up" is translated by Grimm's Greek
Lexicon of the New Testament by the words" to nurture, bring up."
The Oxford Dictionary explains .. to nurture" to mean ,to nourish,
rear, foster, train, educate. Thus the word translated .. bring up"
refers to, the whole rearing 'of children. The parents are responsible for
feeding, clothing, training and educating their children. The chief
thing on which the Apostle lays emphasis is the bringing up, the
rearing of the children, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

The word translated nurture (paideia) means the whole train'ing
and education of children. It can' be translated by the word
.. discipline." Bishop Moule prefers this word· as conveying the true
meaning. He says, "All the wholesome restraints of a wise early
·education are in view; all training in the direction of a life modest,
unselfish, and confrolled. Such will be the discipline of the true
Christian home, and of its partial extension, the true Christian school."
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Dr. C. Hodge says" Paideia is a comprehensive word. It mean
the training or education of a child. including the whole process of
instruction' and discipline." .. Admonition" means exhortation.
warn'ing. Thus the Christian parent is to bring up his children by
training them and warning m)d instructing them i·n a wa'y that proceeds
from t\e Lord. In other words the children are to be brought up
to receive the teachings. and obey the precepts, and take heed to the
wamngs and exhortations of that Word of God which is infallibly
inspired by the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost is at once the spirit
cif ·God the Father and the spirit of God the Son. He is the third
Person in the Trinity. The spirit of Christ inspired all the prophets
to write the Scriptures (see I. Pet. i. 11). The holy men of God
who wrote the Scriptures spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. The Scriptures are the inspired and infallible testimony of
the Triune God. The children of Christian parents are to be brought
up -in the discipline and admonition which proceeds from th~ Lord,
whose mind is revealed in the whole of the Scriptures from' Genesis.
to Revelation. In the language ~f Or. Charles Hodge. .. Children
are not to be allowed to grow up without care or control. They are
to be instrucred, disciplined, and admonished, so that they be brought
to knowledge. self-control, and obedience. This w~ole process of
education is to be religious. and not only religious but Christian.
It is the nurture and admonition of the Lord which is the appointed
and the only effectulll means of attaining the end of education.
.Where this means is neglected or any other substituted in its place,
the result must be disastrous failure. The moral and religious
element of our nature is' just as essential and as universal as the
intellectual. Religion, therefore, is as necessary to the development
of the mind as knowledge. And as Christianity is the only true
religion. and God in Christ the only true God, the only possible
means of profitable education is the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. That is. the whole process of instruction and discipline must
be that which He prescribes and which He administers. so that His
authority should be brought into ons-tant and immediate contact w-ith
the mind. heart. and conscience of the child. . . " It is only by
making God. God in Christ. the Teacher and Ruler. on whose
Iluthority everything is to be believed. and in obedience to whose
will everything is to be'done, that the ends of education can possibly
be ·attained. It is ,infinite folly in men to assume to be wiser than·
God, or 10 attempt to accomplish an end by other means than those'
which He has appointed." (Dr. C. Hodge's Commentar)) 011

£phesians vi. 4).
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which Christian parents are to be concerned about is the bringing up
of' their children in the discipline and admonition which proceeds
from the Lord. This implies that the spiritual and eternal welfare
of their children should be the chief aim of the parents. Mere
secular knowledge, worldly position, the attainment of wealth,
what is regarded as a good marriage alliance-all these things
should take a very secondary place. It is true that parents cannot
convert their children and bring them into the enjoyment of eternal
salvation, but. they can use the means to that end. Paul wrote to
Timothy, .. From a child thou has! known the holy Scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which IS m
Christ Jesus" (H. Timothy iii. 15).

A prayerful use of the means often leads to the desired end.
God not only predestinates the end, but also the means, and
Christian parents are responsible to use the means.

To this end God should be honoured in the home. His Word
should be read, and instruction from its sacred pages shc;lUld be
regularly given. His guidance, teaching, help, mercy and blessing
should be daily sought for in famil}} pra}}er.

Order and discipline should reign in the home. Meals should be
punctual and everything so arranged that family worship may be
engaged in every day, and some Bible instruction given. F or this
the parents are themselves responsible. All this should be done in
such simplicity I of language, and with such reverence and brightness,
as will attract the minds of young children. We ourselves ,as a
family adopted the plan of all the family reading a verse each.
We can remember one of our boys at the age of four reading his
verse, and not stumbling when he came to the word Jerusalem.

Family worship should be arranged at such a time as shall make it
possible. for all the members of the lamil}} and the servants (if any)
to be present. If possible, such worship, we suggest, should be
morning and evening. It need not be the last thing at night when
the younger members have, retired to bed and when the older members
are tired. It can be immediately after tea or supper.

In harmony with the Apostle's injunction,

THE LORD'S DAY

should be honoured in the home. Parents are m a special sense
responsible for this.

The fourth Commandment says, .. Six days'shalt thou 'labour, and
do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God: m it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor tll}} son, nor
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ih}} daughter: th}} manservant, nor th}} maidservant, nor ·th}} cattle, 110r
ih}} stranger that is within th}} gates."

These Divine injunctions concern the family. They are addressed
to the head of the family and' to his wife, who is one with him.

. .. They .twain sliall be one flesh." During the six days they are to
do all their work. All business work, fam work, household work,
including cooking and cleaning of boots and shoes, and other things,
should be done during the six days. On the Sabbath day all
unnecessary work is Divinely prohibited. In view of that day,
due /preparation should be made in regard to food. Much can be
done in regard to vegetables that will give greater freedom for
complete rest on the Lord's day. The whole of the Lord's day
should be kept holy. Any thing that would hinder early ·rising
on the Lord's day should be avoided. The whole tamil}} should be
up sufficiently early on the Lord's day to allow of a punctual
breakfast and family worship, and attendance at public worship twice
on the Lord's day should be the regular habit of all the family.
Of cOU1se, an infant or a sick member may have to remain at home.
A Harley Street specialist wrote that the 'night air of which we need
to be afraid is the night air of closed up bedrooms. The custom
of the rich attending public worship only in the morning, and the
poor only in the evening, is an evil custom and ought to be abandoned.

The head of the household is enjoined to see to it that his sons,
his daughters, his servants, his guests, and even his dumb animals
shall observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy. The whole moral life
of the whole family is largely dependent on the due observance of
the Lord's day. To brighten the day for the children the father or
moth'er might read to them some good book after tea ere going to
the evening service. The singing of psalms and hymns and spirit\lal
songs with grace in their hearts to the Lord, is al~o a good spiritual
exercise on the Lord's Day. The heart's desire and prayer to God
for the children should ever be that they may be saved. Everything
else should be absolutely secondllry.

What about
- I

RELIGIOUS EDUCATIO

in the schools? The law compels children to attend the elementary
schools unless they are taught at home or sent to private or public
schools. What is called religious education is given in the elementary
schools. What should godly parents do in regard to this matter?
They should realise the real facts of the present solemn state of things.

In the first place there can be no doubt that a minority only ~f the
'teachers are reall¥ converted characters.
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Then. it is li~ely that a large number of the teachers have imbibed
modernist or sacerdotal doctrines. or that they are disposed to be
modernjstic and sacerdota. Godly Evangelical and Protestant parents
should on conscientious grounds withdraw their children from the
religious teaching in schools unless there is good ground that it will be
thoroughly sound in character. But withdrawal is not enough. The
parents themselves .should make' a ,special point of giving Biblital
instruction' themselves to their offspring. •

What about sending children away from home to Boarding or
Public Schools ? For ourselves we felt we ought to keep our dear
children as long as possible unc1ei; our own roof.

If. however, it is thought well to send children away to a school
the greatest possible care should be taken that the r,eligious teaching is
thoroughly sound. and that the place of worship which they attend
is a place where God is worshipped in Spirit and in truth and where
the pure Gospel of the grace of God is preached.

What about the Church or Chapel which the family at horne
attends?

Care should be taken as far as pos;ible to live in a house which
joins hard to a sound Evangelical and Protestant place of worship.
Really Evangelical places of worship, and really Evangelical schools
are becoming rarer and rarer every year. We are face to face with
a growing apostasy f~om the faith on~e delivered to the saints.

What about
COMPANIONS

for your children?
There is grave danger in fostering and encouraging companionships

with school·fellows who come from unconverted homes. and who
themselves are not among the godly. Children may not understand.
but a godly parent needs kindly and lovi~gly to deprecate the
development of friendships which may eventually lead to marnages
that are not .. in the Lord."

A final word on

OLD TESTAME T TEACHI G,

on the bringing up of children. or many years we have been
impressed with the inspired exhortation of Moses to parents. as given
in Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. He says, .. These words. which !
command thee this day, shall be in 'thine heart: and thou shalt teach

. them diligently unto thy children. and shatt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house. ~nd when thou walkest by the way. and when
thou liest down and when thou risest up." The. words which Moses
spake were the words of God. His object in speaking them were
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that the par~nts might fear the Lord and keep His commandments,
and that their children and grandchildren might als'o keep them all
the days of the life of their parents. The result wou1d be that the
days of the parents would ~ prolonged, an it would be w~ll with
them, and they would increase mighti(y. (See Deut. vi. 1-3). 0

suggestion of limiting families. The word of God should nrst be in
the heart and memory of the parent. Then he was to teach it
diligently unto "his children. He was to talk of it when sitting in the
house with his family around him. He was to talk of it when he
was walking by the way with his family.. When he lay down he
was to talk of it, and when he rose ~p. Thus parents and, children
were t1> be together. Family life was to be encouraged. God's,-
word was to be honoured in the home all through the day. It was
the words of God which were thus to be honoured, not agreed
s}}llabuses, drawn up on Modernistic principles, but the pure, un
adulferated, Dillinel}} inspired Word of God. We cannot improve
upon the Word of the living God. All of it is given by inspiration
of God, and all of it is profitable. By it, and by it alone, is the
man of God thoroughly furnished unto all good works. We may
~t help from really sound expositions of the Word of God, by
men really taught by the Spirit of God, but the Bible alone 'is our
infallible rule of faith and practice. The parents to whom Moses
spake these words had not been trained in colleges, denominational
'or otherwise, to be competent teachers, but the inspired prophet Moses
enjoined them, as far as .God gave them the power, to teach the
Word of God diligently unto their children. The Apostle Paul's
teaching is in full harmony with this. Here then is Bible teaching
as to the personal responsibility of parents to bring their offspring up
in the discipline and admonition of the Lord. We have felt impelled
to write this Family Portion in view of the evil times in which we
are living. We earnestly hope ana pray that parents, godly parents
especially, will be led to respond to the teaching of Scripture as to
their own personal responsibility. The homes of the godly should
be dwellings where God's Word, God's Name, and God's Day
are regularly honoured. They should be homes where evil books and
evil music and evil companionships have no place. They should be
happy homes because the Spirit of God dwells in the hearts of those
who dwell in· them, and the fruit of the Spirit abounds in their lives.
.. The voice of rejoicing- and salvation is in the tabernacles of the
righteous," and .. the right hand of the LOrd doeth valiantly" for
them in supplying their needs, prospering their enterprises, directing
their paths, an1 upholding them with His power and grace."
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" Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly

in His com~andrnents. His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the
generation of the 'upright shall be blessed."-(Psalm cxii. 12).

THE EDITOR
W hitington Vicarage, .(Thomas H oughtoll).

Sto/re Ferry, King's' Lynn.

LORD ELTO . 0 THE FAMILY!
(Extract from Lord Elton's ~peech in the House of Lords on

December 9th, 1943).
THE family had been an indispensable basis of civili,zation and of
every Christian state. The' family was the first .and most tragic
casualty of the war. Families had been broken up, divorce flourished,
and bigamy was almost a 11ational industry, There had been a
spread of venereal disease among girls under 16. Juvenile delinquency
had risen. Was it not mere wishful self-deception to talk about a
better Britain on that basis? If we truly realised that something
precious was passing from us, the first task we should hear about
would be the rebuilding of the family as the basis of the new world
of which we heard so much. The family was the bedrock of our
civilization. What role did the recent White PaJ:er on education
have for the parent? It gave a walking-on part. It was as if, at
the age of five, or at two if they were sent to a nursery school, the
child was placed on a moving official escalator which carried it from
stage to stage on its educational career which the parents did not
design and over which they exercised singularly little control. We
should beware of the delusion that the child was born for the State
or even for the Minister of Education. (Cheers).

We should bewa(e of creating a world of State-controlled security
where the citizen was tended, a kind of Whipsnade world of
security, in which the inmates would not breed. There were two
fundamental blindnesses: the tendency to forget that the ultimate
object of planning was the complete welfare of the man and not
merely material comfort, and to forget that there were certain precious
qualities in deadly peril from the war. . We were too ready to
accept with equanimity the prospect of an extensive degree of
compulsion in the post-war world. Leadership and responsibility were
better worth achieving than compulsion and subservience. If some of
the planners aJ;ld Civil servants. endeavoured to preserve our fetters
we should rise and sweep the bureaucrats into the limbo.

The common man was not yet frightened by Government depart
ments. He could still laugh at them. He remembered that it was
still only his own friends and relatives turned into Civil servants.
(Laughter). He would not submit to the fetters after the war.

(The Times).
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A HOLY A D REDEEMED PEOPLE.
.. A nd the)) shall call them, 'The hol)) people, The redeemed

of the Lord."-Isaiah lxii. 12.

THIS chapter speaks of great blessings yet in store" for God's ancient
people. At present they seem to be Divinely forsaken, because of
their sins, and their land is desolate, so far as they as a nation
are concerned, but the Lord says, .. Thou shalt no more be termed

"Forsaken; neither shall thy land be termed Desolate: but thou
shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be' married. F or as a young
man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy SQIlS marry thee: and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, $0 shall thy God rejoice. over
thee." These are great and precious promises-already experienced
by the spiritual Israel. They are a people not forsaken and a people
in whom the Lord graciously delights. The blessings promised to

the literal Israel are to be prayed for by all, who, like the great
Apostle Paul, love God's ancient people. They are to give the
Lord no rest, .. till He establish and till He make Jerusalem a praise
in the earth." In view of these Divinely-revealed promises of blessing,
the Lord, through the prophet says, ~' Behold, the Lotd 'hath pro
claimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion,
Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold His reward is with Him, and
His work before Him." Then as a result the prophet says, .. And
they shall call them, the holy .people, the redeemed of the Lord:
and thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken" (Isaiah
ixii. 1-12).

Now these four descriptions are already true of the spiritual Israel,
and of the first two we wish now specially to write. _

I. First, notice that the Lord"s true people are .. The holy
people:' No other people in the world are holy. They distinctively
are .. The holy people." All others in the world are really unholy.
F or what does the word .. holy" primarily mean? It means .. set
apart." This is true of all real believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
In a national sense Moses said of Israel, .. Thou art an holy people
unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be
a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the
face of the earth" (Deut. vii. 6). They were holy because God
had chosen them .. to be a special people unto Himself above all
people that are upon the face of the earth." They were no better

I .

•
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morally than others. They were .. a stiffnecked people," a people
•• rebellious against the Lord" (Deut. ix. 6, 7, 24).

It was not because of their righteousness, therefore, that God had
chosen them and set them apart from all other people. God's
dealings with them were dealings of grace and dealings of unmerited
favour. So it is with the spiritual Israel. When the Apostle wrote
to the Corinthian saints he spoke of fornicators, idolators, adulterers,
thieves, covetous people, drunkards, revilers and extortioners. Then
he wrote, .. Such were some of you. All of you had hearts which
were fountains of evil, hearts which were capable of all these sins.
But God's infinite grace and mercy were shown to you, and henee
the Apostle could go on and say, .. Ye are washed, ye are sanctified
'(set apart), justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 9-11).

Unworthy though God's sanctified and justified people are, He
chose them in Christ before the foundation of the world, that they
should be holy and without blame before Him in love. Hence
all who are saved, are saved by Divine grace through faith in the
blood and righteousness of Christ, and even the faith, exercised in
Him, is a Divine gift. Their salvation is ~. not of works lest any
man snould boast." (See Eph. ii. 8-10).-

Thus the language of the saved sinner is,

.. A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;

Nor fear with Thy righteousness on,
.My person and offering to bring.

The terrors of law and of God,
With me can have nothing to do:

My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."

As all believers are holy, so .they are all, without exception,
saints, which is another translation of the word .. holy." The Bible
makes no distinction between believers in respect of saintship. It
never speaks of Saint Paul or Saint Peter, as though they were
saints and other believers were not saints. Thus we read; .. to all
the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi" (see PhiI. i. 1 and
Col. i. 2). Soine saints may, however, be more practically holy
than others. They may give themselves more to studying- the Word
and to prayer than others, and their lives .may be more practically
holy than others. 0 real saint should, however, be content in any
measure to walk in the ways of the world, fulfi I the' desires of the
flesh, or listen to the voice of the devil.
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2. But the Lord's true people are also rightly called "The
redeemed of the Lord." The literal Israel were redeemed from
temporal bondage. The Lord redeemed them with a stretehed out
arm and a mighty hand. By the blood of the passover lamb they
were redeemed from the death of their first-born.

No doubt there was a spiritual Israel amongst the literal Israel,
and these were not merely redeemed from Egypt, but they were
redeemed from all the penalty of their sins. There will come a time
when so large a remnant of them shall 'be redeemed spiritually, that
the Apostle says, " And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written,
)here shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob" (Romans xi. 26). But all the spiritual
Israel, whether Jews or Gentiles, shall experience redemption in the
highest and fullest sense. They will all be "The redeemed of the
Lord." "Of the Lord" they will be redeemed. The Lord Him
self is their Redeemer, and He only. They do not and cannot re
deem themselves. They will never desire to say, "Not 'unto the
Cord, but unto us be the glory for our redemption." Such language
will be abhorrent to them all.

Notice, dear readers, the teaching of Scripture on the Divine
origin of our redemption. "When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons." Why did He send forth His Son to redeem?
Ah, it was out 'of love to those whom He purposed to redeem.
"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He /i.rst loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitation for our sins" (Gal.
iv. 4, 5; 1 John iv. 10).

But His Son came wiliingly and voluntarily, so that each redeemed
one can say, " He loved me, and gave Himself for me." He came
.. not to be ministered unto but t-o minister and to give His life a
ransom for many" (Gal. ii. 20; Matt. xx. 28).

He did in fact redeem. All His believing people can say, "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being. made a ~urse

for us.". We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Gal. iii. 13;
Eph. i. 7).

And, clear readers, what a costly redemption it Dias. Rememb.e'r
that "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and
gold . . . but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with
out blemish and without spot" (I Peter i. 18, 19). The Person
who redeemed you was the eternal Son of the eternal God, who
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humbled Himself and became obedient unto death to secure the full
and complete redemption of all His people.

.. 0 for this love let rocks and hills

. Their lasting silence break,

And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

Note in conclusion the sejparating character of this redemption.

We read,_ "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy

blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation"

(Rev. v. 9). Note th.e words, "redeemed, us to God." We are

redeemed so that we are no longer our own. We are "bought with

a price. And we are redeemed " out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation." This suggests that we are separated from

the world. We are in it, but not of it. Our Redeemer says,

.. If ye \vere of the world, the world would love his own: but
because ye are not of the world, bW I have chosen you out of the

. world, therefore the world hateth you" (John xv. 19). It
follows that the redeemed should not love the. world, its evil pleasures.

maxims, books, music, and companionships. They are to be 'kind

and courteous to the world, but separate in their walk and conver

sation. They are told "If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him." "Wherefore come out from among them,

and be ,ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean.

thing" (If. Cor. vi. 17). Worldliness is one of the great sins of

the professing Church and "the Holy people." " The .redeemed of

the Lord "1 are bidden to remember that "The friendship of the

world is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore will be a friend

oj the< world is the enemy of God" (James iv. 4). May it be

'more and more manifest in our daily walk that we are a holy people,

the redeemed of the Lord.
THE EDITOR.

MR. CHURCHI LL, broadcasting from Quebec on August 30th, 1943.
said: "If Almighty God in His mer~y should lighten or shorten
our labours and the torment of mankind, all His servants will be
thankful." Mr. Churchill was referring to the ter{ible war. We
rejoice that our Prime' Minister thus publicly oWl,ed our dependence
on the Ruler of the universe, for His mercy and pwer in connection
with this great war.
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WELLSPRI CS.

'Thy words were found, and / did eat them; and Thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart, for / am
called b:y Thy name, 0 Lord God of 11Osti."-Jer. xv. 16.

THIS may not be for the first time by any means, that it has been
my sacred privilege to write upon these lovely words of Holy
Scripture, but the Word abides, and the Divine Author of it is ever
ready to import fresh life and encouragemeqt to the soul that daily'
feels. her need of Him. Thus He' sends His word, to guide and
revive, to comfort and strengthen, to cheer and exhort, and to prove
that without Him we can do nothing. David knew all this when he so
blessedly addressed Him, who was the sum and substance of the
Book. How often do we find the Psalmist singing praises to Him,
who is the All a~d in All of it. .. Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet." .. Thy testimonies also are.my delight." "How sweet are Thy
words unto my taste." .. Thy statutes have been my songs in the
house of my pilgrimage; 'Thy word hath guided me." If the reader
will. continue to search' illJ:o the 1 19th Psalm alone, he will find
many such like references, all based upon the truth that they are
.. Thy words," even the words of the Living Cod, the Inspirer of
this Holy Book. Cannot you, dear living soul, join the Psalmist
in saying" 0 how love I Thy law, it is my meditation all the day."
Does not our constant meditation therein lead us by the Holy Spirit's

'illumination, to see ourselves as in a mirror and discover to us that
in our flesh there dwelleth no good thing, that Jesus is the one
thing needful. It leads the soul out into fresh discoveries and to see
new beauties in the Incarnate Word. and oh, how the soul goes
out in adoring wonder and loves to dwell upon all that Jesus said
and did for us poor sinners when, as Man, "He went about doing
good," teaching with such Divine patience as He was wont: over

.and over again; bearing with such unwearying patience, all the
ignorance, forgetfulness, and waywardness of His disciples, and
bringing to their remembrance, to their conviction and corn fort, words
concerning IHimself. Do we not find that the more we read in this
precious' Book, the more it convinces us of our ignorance and of
how little we do know of it? It sets in gracious enlivening contrast
the Wisdom of God as found in that inexhaustible treasury. I have
often liked the saying of that gracious man of Cod, the late Canon
Hoare, of T unbridge Wells, who at the end of his ministerial life,
said, .. I have been digging into this gold mine' for over 60 years,
and now 'at the end of my life, I find I have only been scratchino

the surface."
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That is part· of the Holy Spirit's ministrations, beloved reader,
to make us know qur own ignorance and to seek ~Ione the wisdom
of God. It is by our acquaintance with these Holy Scriptures that
.. pride and self must fall and Jesus Christ be All in All." These
Holy Scriptures, too, are the power of God unto salvation. I have
recently been re-reading the Life of Pastor Hsi, a shining Christian
of the CLM. many years ago. He himself was a rich .trophy of
grace, brought out' of Confucianism; one of China's most brilliant
scholars, and a man, because of his high standing, position, and
learning, much looked up to. But all barriers were swept away
when led to read and hear the Holy Scriptures. He found Jesus
to be the Living Word and all his salvation. '" The entrance of
Thy Word giveth light," and the same instrumentality brought light
into the heart of another Buddhist in Pastor Hsi's days. This
trophy of grace in his day was Ch'u, who was subsequently khown
as "great heart," by the T a-ning Christians. He 'was a loving
supporter of Pastor Hsi. "In a Buddhist temple, strange to say, he
met with Jesus. His old friend, Chang, the priest, had returned to
T a-ning. After a long absence and with hearty welcome, Ch'u.
called to see him. In a quiet room in one of the temple courts
they sat long together in friendly conversation. By and by the quick
eye of the scholar detected a book of unusual appearance lying upon
a dusty shelf. 'What have you there, elder brother? ' he enquired,
crossing the room to fetch it. 'Ab, that is a strange book I picked
up on my journey; a foreign classic, you will not think much of it.'
But Ch'u was a student by nature as well as by training. He had
early mastered all the books in common use and had taken his degree,
but still went on studying. . " He scanned its pages with avidity,
and while the old priest went off to light his lamps he had to keep
burning before the idol, Ch'u was lost to all else for the rest of his
visit, absorbed for the first time' in that wonderful story. It was a
copy of M ar/r's Gospel, and as he read, that Life, so simple and
sublime, laid hold upon his heart. Again and again he came to that
Buddhist temple to see his friend and to study that little book, until
its contents from cover to cover were rivetted in his mind. . . .
Jes~s the N azarene; King of the Jews; Son of God ; Friend of
publicans and sinners-who could this wonderful Teacher be? ! ~ 0 '

wonder the people cried, 'He hath done all things well!' But
how strangely the thing ended! He died; in darkness-and ,at the
rising of the sun-la, He was risen! Could all this be true-and if
true, when and where did it happen? Where is He now? What
is the Gospel? How can we believe?"

This thrilling and beautifully written account by the gifted Mrs.
Howard. T aylor I would like to quote entire, but for brevity's sake
suffice it to tell how, after some years of deep yearnings and
searchings and becoming the happy possessor of 'a whole ew
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Testament, Divine Providence led him to seek out the godly
missionaries, and C'hu was brought to a saving knowledge of the
Christ of that little Mark's Gospel and became a shining Christian,
and subsequently a faithful Pastor, of one of the native churches.
"Thy words were found, and I did eat. them'! "The entrance
of Thy word giveth light." The Friend of sinners revealed, whilst
the searching into these precious Scriptures, under the Holy Spirit's
ministrations, lead the soul to find more and more of the Wisdom of
God, who is the sum and substance of the holy pages. The soul
rivetted goes on to discover fresh beauties; deeper knowledge of i.ts
gracious and glorious truths, and, at the same time, increasing
humblings of self, and to know more and more of Him, who alone
is the exalted One' in the sinner's salvation. We are brought to
esteem this precious Word " more than our necessary food," as David
said. It is our daily manna from H~aven. "The Bible," wrote
the godly Berridge, "is the precious store-house and Magna Charter
of the Christian. Therein he reads of his Heavenly Father's love,
and of his dying-Saviour's legacies. Therein he sees a map of his
travels through this wilderness and a landscape, too, of Canaan.
And when he climbs, too, on Pisgah's mount and views the promised
land, his heart begins to burn, delighted with the prospect and
amazed at the rich, full and free salvation."
\ My beloved father (" G.c.") at the end of his long and saintly

life and close study of the precious Word and daily rejoicings in it,
was heard repeating] Kelly's hymn, "I love the Sacred Book of
God," and so reverently did he utter in the praises of his soul,
"When mid the Throng celestial placed, The bright Original I see,
From which Thy sacred page was traced, Sweet Book! I've no
more need of Thee! But while on earth Thou shalt supply, His.
pl~ce, and tell me of His Love; I'll read with faith's discerning eye,
And get a taste of joys above."

It was on his dying bed that Sir WaIter Scott asked for more
and more of the Bible to be read to him, as he sadly regretted that he
had given so little time te its reading and meditation. And he wrote:
.. Within this awful volume lies, The mystery of mysteries.
" Happiest he of human race, To whom his God has given grace,
" To read, to ~ark, to learn, and pray, To lift the latch, to face the

way,
.. But better had he ne' er been born, Than live to doubt or read

to scorn! ..
It was too, if one may 'quote yet one other of the thrice-blest

students and 'grace-taught ministers of the Everlasting Gospel of the
word, Joseph Irons (l omit the poetic lines), who told how "This
Book unfolds Jehovah's Mind and is a Voice, Friend, Fountain,
Mine, Good Physician, Sun, Sword, Letter, Guide, Charter. and
Volume of Him who is the Word of God."

My mind too goes back in this inexhaustible theme to two dear

.
•
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children of God whose daily and almost hourly delight was in
searching into, and feeding upon these sacred words of Holy Writ.
Nor was it to be wondered at, that their graces grew and they were
indeed lively Christians! It was a beautiful (and too rare) sight.
An aged mother and her devoted daughter. Both together drinking
in the words of eternal life, and rejoicing to share with others of
their sort in its holy pages. The dear elder saint has now seen
•. the bright Original," and is .. satisfied," whilst her devoted daughter,
left a little longer in these lowlands, finds the precious Bible her one
stay and support and comfort and delight. .. Thy DJords jlJere fOllnd
and I did eat them."

Have these words fed your and my soul, beloved reader, day by
day? Have our graces grown thereby, and has' God been glorified
in our life, walk,' and conversation? Have" men taken knowledge
of us that we have been with Jesus" as the Incarnate Word? Have
we proved in our daily walk. how contact and meditation therein,
have met with us in our pathway and granted as just the helpful
counsel, needed wisdom, and Divine guidance, on our' pathway Home?
Have those around us read in our lives, walk, conduct, and con
versation, that this Holy Word is our close companion, has quickened
us, and enriched us and enabled us to speak of the things we do
know, and avoid the things of which this Holy Book has taught us
to disapprove and shun.

I leave it there for lack of space, and hope, if the Lord w'ill, to
continue the meditation in a future .. Wellsprings," for .. the well is
deep," and this gold-mine of Divine Truth inexhaustible! .. Thy
testimonies have I taken a;; mine heritage for ever, and why? They
are the very joy of mine heart." (Psalm 119, iii. (P.B.V.~.

R.

A MASTER in an Evangelical public school writes to us and says:
.. From the letters I get from all over the place there is increasing
evidence of the Paganism which abounds in this country, and every'
thing seems to fit in correctly to the Bible picture of the last days."

.. WE believe that much that children see in cinemas,. both on SundaY5
and week-days, has lowered the moral tone of young people and
induced a large part of the juvenile crime with which police courts
have to deal."-The English Churchman.
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THE GOD OF HOPE.

A SERMON PREACHED BY' THE REV. ]AMES ORMISTON AT ,

ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART I.

". Now the God of hrfPe' fill 'you with all jo'y and peace in
believing, that 'ye ma'y ,abound ill hope, through the power of
the Hol'y Chost."-Rom. 15, v. 13.

\

THESE are a few words selected from an apostolic prayer, a prayer
uttered by 'the inspired writer 'of this letter to the Church at Rome,
a Church largely composed of Gentile converts. The Apostle Paul
was the minister· of God to the Gentiles more particularly, thus his
order in enunciating his Master's message was ev~r to the Jew first,
also and afterwards to the Gentile. And this expression or title
"the God of hope" which is made the basis of his prayer, it is
interesting to notice, had been suggested to him by the last word in
the previous verse. "And again Esaias saith, There shall be a
Root of ]esse, and He That shall rise to reign over the Gentiles;
in Him shall the Gentiles trust "-the word is "hope "-" in Him
shall the Gentiles hope,'~ and the use of th;t word in the passage
which is found in the 11 th of Isaiah, which was read this evening,
suggested to the mind of the apostle this wondrous title of the God
of, the- promises, namely "the God of the hope," the hope, not
merely a hope, this hope or that, but emphatically the hope. "The
God of the hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that
ye may abound in hope, through the .power of the Holy Ghost."
How very blessed, how encouraging, that our God, dear fellow- J

believers, should fake unto Himself a title so blessed as this one is
"The God of the hope," because we by nature, as we are taught
in these Holy Scriptures, notably in the 2nd chapter of the' Epistle
to the Ephesians, are without hope. The apostle' writing to the
Gentiles at Ephesus says: "Remember,. that ye being in time past
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which
is caBed the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; that at that
time ye were without Ch~ist, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope"
-which is the Gentile condition, the condition of us all by nature.
Our case is a hopeless case; we are without hope, or if we possess
or think we possess hope if we investigate it is based upon a false
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foundation. and if our hope be any· other than Christ It I as sinking
sand. If. however, through grace it be ours to take up the language
of that sweet hymn:

.. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,

All other ground is sinking sand,"

then indeed may we continue our song, for we answer then to that
exhortation of the Old Testament Scripture: " Let the inhabitants
of the rock sing." They only have a right to sing the ,song of victory
who have obtained victory through the blood of the Lamb. They
overcame .. by the word of their testimony"-in a sense; emphatically
" they overcame by the blood of he Lamb."

\

.. Having no hope," and therefore God in His rich mercy and free
condescension takes unto Himself this suitable title 'the God of the
hope," by which we understand that He is the Author of this hope.
Indeed He is. God is the Author of all true hope, of any" hope that
maketh not ash~med," of any such hope as answereth to the
description in the 6th chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews: .. Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and
which entereth into that within the veil," within the veil where God
Himself is, where the Throne of God is, wher~ the, glory of the
Most High God is, where there are joys unspeakable for evermore
for the happy inhabitants of that blissful place. Yes, God condescends
in grace to authorise' hope in the hearts of poor, needy, helpless,
perishing sinners. He makes them, as you often hear from this pulpit,
He makes them willing in the day of His power. He empties them
of all self-confidence and strips them of all creat'flre righteousness,
and shuts them up unto Himself, hence they are called .. prisoners
of hope." They are shut up to the God of hope, He has taken them
unto Himself. He had a right to them every way. His-by creation
His, better-by redemption His, reconciled unto Himself in righteous
ness, a people to shew forth His praise. God; the Author of the
hope of such, is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Further, the living God is not the Author only of the hope which
He begets in the hearts of His people in the power of the Holy Ghost,
but He is its JustiIier. . It is all-important that our hope should be
Divinely justified hope, that it should bear the impress of God's
approbation. Try your hope, dear friends; see of \¥hat sort it is.
Does it stand the test of the Word of God? ·that Word which is
as. a fire, a searching, melting, discriminating fire, separating between
the spirit and the flesh, between the joints and marrow, because it is
the judge of the thoughts and the intents of the heart, and there ·s
no creature not manifest in the sight of the Living Word. See to it
that your hope will bear that scrutiny, will bear the searching eye of
OmnipOtence, and if you find it based upon the sure word of God's
Gospel promise, rejoice, rejoice.
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"The God of hope fill you with all joy"-this. is the prayer of
the .inspired apostle. "with all joy," joy of all degrees, joy of all
descriptions ·short of fleshly joy, for this joy is a pure, a Heavenly,
a holy, a Divine joy. You see how in the second portion of the
fifth of Galatians, which was read in our hearing to-night, joy gets
an early mention amongst the fruits of the Spirit. "The fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy," it has the second place of precedence in
that precious cluster of spiritual fruit.' Joy is the grace pf the Holy
Ghost, true joy, the joy that God Himself delights in,· and such is
the joy of the righteous. How frequently Jesus referred to joy
when He spoke of His mission to His people. "That your joy,"
said He, "may be full. I suffered, I served, I fulfilled ail
righteousness, I shed My very life-blood that yo~ may possess joy
unspeakable and full of glory." Jesus set His heart upon securing
joy to poor, needy, perishing, hell-deserving sinners. Do you realise •
you come under that category, dear friends, all of you? Do you,
I ask again, realise that you come lmder that category-hell-deserving
sinners? Well now, Jesus came forth from the bosom of His Father
that He might bring joy to such poor sinners as that, true joy,
lasting joy, joy based upon righteousness, not an emotional joy-we
must never confound spiritual joy with natural joy. Natural joy is
an evanescent thing, it cor,nes and it goes, it is fitful, capricious.
We dare not trust the sweetest frame, being a mere natural religious
frame. We may be joyous in frame of mind this moment and the
next our joy be gone, but the joy of the Lord abideth, the joy of the
Lord is worthy of its Divine Author. How blessed it is that the
joy of the Lord should be the strength of the saints; I say, that the
joy of the Lord should be the strength of saints. In Scripture wine
is one of the symbols or emblems of joy. When Jesus said to His
disciples at the last supper, "I will not drink henceforth of this fruit
of the vine, until tb,at day' when I drink it new with you in My
Father's Kingdom," of course He was not referring there to the pro
duce of an earthly vine, but He used the word vine-" this fruit of
the vine "-in its emblematical sense. He was sr;eaking of jO}} .

. So that the next time we meet in circumstances of joy, He said, it
will be to drink the new wine of the Kingdom. Ab, that new wine
of the Kingdom, it is waiting yonder, every redeemed, elect vessel·
of God's mercy. What a joyous time will it be .when the Lord shall
gather unto Himself in the Banqueting-house, His Father's House,

. when He shall gather together that vast multitude whom no man
can number but whom God has numbered and named and enrolled
in His Book, when they shall meet their Lord face to face and
He shall say to them, "Enter ye into the joy of your Lord."
That is what He Himself is anticipating to-night; and that is the
anticipation, the joyful hope begotten of the Holy Ghost in Hi; Own
power, in the hearts of all believers. They are looking forward to
drink the new wine of the Kingdom with their blessed Saviour and
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Master. And so He justifies this expectation. He gives us in
Scripture af[er Scripture a description of the joy we are considering.
What is your joy? What is our joy? We find it verified and
justified by Holy Scripture' and that increases our joy, vastly lllCreases
our joy. We begin then to abound in joy, and this is the will
of the Lord concerning His people. He will have a happy people
about Him. He will have happy followers, joyous followers, disciples /
who delight themselves in their Lord and seek in all things to please
Him. He is too the Perfecter of the hope of His dear people.
The God of hope-the hope of which He is the Author, the hope
which He justifies in His blessed written Word, and the hope which
He perfects. Our hope at present is but in measure, hereafter in
fulness.. and .. If such the sweetness of the stream, what must the
fountain be? ..

THE JEWS AND OUR LORD'S DEATH.

By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

.. YE killed the Prince of Life," says Peter to the Jews at Jerusalem.
. .. Ye slew and hanged Him on a tree ',' (Acts iii. 15; iv. 30) .
.. The Jews have both killed the Lord Jesus and their own prophets,"
says Paul to the Thessalonians (I. Thess. ii. 15) .

.So lQng as the world stands, the fact before us is a memorial of
man's natural hatred against God. When the Son of God came
down to earth and dwelt among His own chosen people, they despised
Him, rejected Him, and slew Him. •

The fearful responsibility which the Jews took on themselves in
the matter of our LO'rd's death was not forgotten by God.

The righteous blood which they shed has been crying against them
as a people for eighteen hundred years. Scattered all over the earth,
wanderers among the nations, without a land, without a government,
without a home, the' Jews, show to this day that their own words
have been terribly fulfilled. The blood of their slain Messiah
• is upon them and upon their children.' They are a standing
warning to the world that it is a fearful thing to reject the Lord
Christ, and that the nation which speaks stoutly against God, must
not be surprised if God deals with it according to its words. -

Marvellous indeed is the thought that there is mercy in store for
Israel, notwithstanding all its sins and unbelief! The .nation which
pierced and slew Him, shall yet look to Him by faith and be restored
to favour. (Zech. xii. 10).
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POOR MISS PIKE.

POOR Miss Pike had fallen on hard times. She was a dressmaker
in a small way, and had been 'quite prosperous. But her best
customers had died, and no new ones took their place, so that her
business fell off, and she began to know poverty. Friends were not
altogether wanting; at Mrs. Henley's house Miss Pike was alway
welcome to a good meal with the servants, and Mrs. Henley never
let her go without a generous gift; for the rich lady and the poor
dressmaker both belonged to the household of faith, and Mrs. Henley
did not forget that they were sisters in the Lord: But Miss Pike
was a quiet, retiring sort of body, and she made no parade. of her
difficulties, only pouring out her heart in secret to her Father in
heaven.

The Henleys were busy people with a family of growing children,
'and many concerns to think about, so that Mrs. Henley did not notice •
aIr at once that it was a longer time than usual since Miss Pike's .
last visit. When she realised this, she sent to her house to make
inquiries; only to find that the dressmaker had left, to go nobody
k~ew where. Mrs. Henley was concerned to hear it, but Miss Pike
had left no trace, and the attempt to find her was given up. .

About two years later. Mr. Henley was stopped in the street by
a business man of his acquaintance, who asked him if he could
nominate somebody to a vacancy in an almshouse. There was
promise' of great comfort for the happy woman who hould succeed,
for there was a small annuity and other provisions attached to the
pretty little house. Mr. Henley could not at' once think of anybody
suitable, but asked if he might consult his wife before giving a reply .
.. Oh yes," said his friend, .. there is no immedaite hurry; the
committee will be meeting again in a fortnil?;ht.

Mr. Henley went home with his friend's proposal. .. Oh John! "
said his wife; .. if only we could find Miss Pike! I feel sure it is
the very thing for her." Mr. Henley quite agreed, and could think
of nobody more deserving; but the trouble was to discover her
whereabouts. However, Mr. Henley was a man not easily balked;
with this definite object in view, he renewed his inquiries, and at last
picked up a trail which led him to a poor little house in Southwark.

Here indeed Miss Pike was living. She had been struggling to
keep an invalid sister, and the two had jl!st reached the very end
of their- resources. The rent of the tiny place was due; Miss Pike
had nothing to pay it with, and the night before Mr. Henley came,
she had been selling everything she could possibly spare out of their
clothes and furniture to try to get the rent together. But though the
little place was almost stripped, there were still two or three shillings
waMing. The poor bedridden sister was too ill to share the trouble;
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but Miss Pike just opened her heart to the Lord. .. Oh Lord! "
she sighed, .. there is no eye to see, no ear to hear, but Thine!
Thou knowest our need, Thou canst save us even now. Oh hear the
cry of Thy servant, and come and help us."

Miss Pike believed with all her heart that God had heard her
... prayer, and that He would never forsake her; but when there came

a knock at the door, she trembled exceedingly, feeling sure it was
the rent collector. You may say that if she had faith in God, she
need not have been frightened! But even wnen the Lord has put true
faith and trust in our hearts, He often keeps us trembling, to remind
us wh~t poor helpless things we are. Anyhow, trembling as she was,
Miss Pike went and opened the door--to find her old friend, Mr.
Henley, .standing there beaming! .

Well, Miss Pike was quite speechless for a moment; and then
of course it all came out. The poor dressmaker was overcome with
thankfulness for such a timely deliverance; and Mr. Henley was
moved to think that he had been made the messenger of God to
His desolate child. Needles~ to say, the rent was paid; and' before
long the sisters were most comfortably settled in the pleasant almshouse.
The invalid did not long survive; but Miss Pike lived many years
to a peaceful old age, abundantly content and happy in the bountiful
provision made for her by the God in whom she trusted.

This story happened many years ago-perhaps more than a
hundred-and the old book that tells the tale is long since out of
print; but what a comfort and joy to think that we who live to-day
can still look for help and deliverance to the same almighty Father
in heaven who had compassion on the pbor, dressmaker! She sought
the Lord, and He heard her, and delivered her from all her fears.
.. He that spared not Hi, own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? "

DAMARIS.

THE. LORD WILL PROVIDE.
r

THOUGH troubles assail, and dangers affrighl:,

Though friends should all fail, and foes all unite;

Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide,

The Scripture assures us, the Lord will provide.

The birds without barn or storehouse are fed;

From them let us learn to trust for our bread:

His saints what)s fitting, shall ne' er be' denied,

So long as 'tis written, the Lord will provide.
jOH EWTO.
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~rote6tant 2l5eacon.
SPURGEON'S RRAYER THAT THE TABERNACLE BE

.. WRAPPED I F.LAMES."

AN extract from a sermon by the late Mr. C. H" Spurgeon.
preached at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, from I Kings 9, 2-3, and
taken from .. The Treasury of the \Bible, Old Testament," Vo!. 1,
pages 762/767;-

.. Our prayer is again that the Lord Himself would halloUJ Ihis
house which we have. built: We ask this in no superstitious way.
Bricks and mortar and iron and stone are nothing to us. . The
qualities of holiness do not adhere to material substances, but to
hearts and. souls and acts; yet we ask our Lord to hallow this
Tabernacle with His presence still more and more. If that were
gone, Ichaood would be our bitter Cry! The glory would have
indeed departed. ·We want our Lord to hallow it by His favourable
regard, that when we worship, He will accept our worship, and hear
our prayers and our praises. We want Him to hallow it by His
working amongst us in many more conversions. It was a joyous time
to me when I saw the enquirer come who was number ten thousand;
that is long ago, and we have reached a far higher number now,
but all is the work of our gracious God. We shall never bring in
another true convert unless we have God's presence! 0 Lord Jesus,
we would constrain Thee saying, .. Abide with us." The _Lord
bless His people in this house of prayer in the breaking of bread,
in the ordinance of baptism, in the proclamation of the Gospel,' and
in all their gatherings together. 0 Lord, we pray Thee, hallow
this house. We do pray it from our inmost souls. You that have
found our services to be hallowed to you in days that are past
cannot bear the idea of failure and famine in the future. May the
Lord say to us to-night, .. I have hallowed this house which tho1l
hast built."

We want that He should hallow it next in this way: .. 10 pul
My name there for eller." .. For ever." As long as there shall be
ony such house, or need of such :l house, may His name be here.
My venerable predecessor, Dr. Rippon, whom I never saw, I have
"been informed, was wont to pray for a certain successor of his
whom he seemed always to have in his mind's thoughts. H~

frequently prayed for the man whom the Lord would send among
the people of his care after his own decease. In a letter that I
have seen, which he wrote to a friend, I cannot but somehow see
myself; as in the glimmer of the firelight he saw the person who
would follow him, and carry on his work. After sixty years of
serVIce in this Church, as the old man grew older, he used to be
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praymg about this successor more and more. think that I may
begin to pray after his example, that as long as thete shall be the
need for a house of. God, the name of God may be honoured in this
Tabernacle, and may faithful men proclaim His salvation in the
power of the Holy Ghost. Shall there stand here one day a man
that denies the Deity of my Lord? God forbid! (" AME ."),
Shall there be found here one that shall preach modem thought,
•and ~ive up the old, old Gospel? God forbid! (" AMEN. ").
LET THE HOUSE BE WRAPPED !N FLAMES, AND EVERY ASH BE
BLOWN AWAY BY THE WI OS, SOONER THAN THAT ANY SHALL
PREACH FROM TH!S PULPIT ANY OTHER GOSPEL THA THAT YE
HAVE RECEIVED. (" AMEN. AMEN."). I thank you for those
loud Amens. May God. Himself say, Amen. May the name of
our Covenant God, be set here for ever, and no other name."

" They shall all l~oDJ Me, from the Least to the Greatest."

ow amuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of
the Lord yet revealed unto him." If ever environment or upbringing
might have been hoped in for a ~aving knowledge of the Lord, it
would be in the case of Samuel. He was "lent unto the Lord"
by his praying (and prevailing) mother before he was born: he had
never lived in any atmosphere but that of piety. But nothing could
give him a knowledge of the Lord except a revelation. Revelations
are not necessarily accompanied by evidences as that which prostrated
,saul on the way to Damascus, as the oft-quoted history of Lydia
shows. The Lord "opened" her heart and the entering light
brought with it a revelation. With Lydia this revelation was that
what Paul said must be listened to: that he was a man of God.
With many since it has seemed to mean a new strange desire after
things that do not appear-for the love and friendship of God, for
acceptance with Him, for a union with His people, for a knowledge
altogether outside the things that perish with the using. "Samuel did'
not yet know the Lord," it says. His heart had not been opened up
to the time when the Lord came and called him. What a dreadful
message for the child to hear as his hrst from heaven. It seems to
suggest that no incapacity can be opposed to the word of the Lord.
There has never been a Gospel for little children, and a different one
for their elders. How many an irifant has lisped the Name of his
Redeemer under circumstances that have shewn that the knowledge of
that Name has been imparted from above. A little relative of mine.
evidently unhappy, asked his mother, .. Do naughty boys go t9
heaven?" So his mother told him how sinners are saved, and why

. they go to that happy land. Amongst the later things that he said
was this, with solemnity and conviction~ .. Jesus is God." He had
none of the experiences .that make the eleventh of the Hebrews what
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it is, but he could ask with Micah, "Who is a God like unto Thee,
that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the
remnant of His heritage: He retaineth not Hjs anger for ever
because he delighteth in mercy?" I daresay little Timothy learned
that verse and 'said it to his grandmother, for, as Paul reminded him.
he had known the Scriptures from a child, the Old Testament
Scriptures that show the wisdom of God in salvation. Timothy had
been blessed with the best instruction that godliness <!ould give him,
and God Himself had enriched and renewed him with that faith
which is from Himself only. My little relative was four when he
died, and as on many another tombstone, is the text, "Suffer the
~ittle childr~n to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such

I is the kingdom of heaven." I believe it is a fact that Jewish sons
are made members of the synagogue at the age of seven,-the
daughters are left. How it must have charmed- the hearts of- the
" mothers of S;lem" (though why not fathers?, someone has asked)
when the Lord said that none pf their little ones were too young to
know Him. "And He put His hanc6 on them, and blessed them."
They may have been artless, they could not have been innocent,
but no child blessed with a touch of Christ's redeeming hand can
ever lose " the mark of that celestial seal."

FOLLOWER-O •

En ~enloriam.

MRS. D. A. THOMPSO

MRS. THOMPSON was the wife of Bishop D. A. Thompson,
formerly of the Free Church of England. Her health had been
failing for some time, but by the doctor's suggestion, it was fondly
hoped that the air of Bognor Regis might be the means with God's
blessing of bringing her back . to health and vigour. "I fully
believed," writes Bishop Thompson, "that the relief from household
work and the air of these parts would enable 'my dear wife to get
• on the top' of her trouble. She put. on 3 to 4 lbs. in the first
four weeks. Then some fresh trouble developed and she began to
go quite off her food. The doctor's treatment' did not restore her
appetite, and I became very alarmed and cancelled my engagements.
The last Sunday in November we had our little services together in
this room in which I am now writing, and for the sermons I read
your two in the Gospel. Magazine. She much enjoyed that on
Rev. i. 5, 6, and also the extracts from Bishop Hall. The last
evening when she was in the Nursing Home we spoke together on
Imputed Righteousness and had prayer. The next morning I entered
the bedroom to see the last breath pass from her. dear body, the
end coming with a suddenness which surprised matron and nurses."

•
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.. For my dear one all is well, for she is with Christ, but I feel
very sad and perplexed. We were so happy together, and looking
forward to opening a new, and, if poss.ible, happier chapter in our
Jives, and now I am left alone and all one's hopes dashed to the
ground. This is the second time this a"vful visitation has overtaken
Ine."

Needless to say, our very tender Christian sympathy goes out to'
our dear friend in the terrible sorrow into which he has been plunged.
We pray, however, th'at the Lord may enable him to 'play the man,'
and encourage himself in the' Lord his God. Bereft though he is
of the closest human companian a man can have, he is not bereft of
his covenant God. .. He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor
forsa/re thee." By Divine grace may he face the futurt; with courage
and confidence.. May he "gird up the loins of his mind, be sober,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto him
at the revelation of Jesus Christ."

Meanwhile Divine grace is even now .. sufficient for him," and
for all the tried and suffeling people of God. May he and all the
Lord's tried and scattered people, "be s.trong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus." God is able to make all grace abound to\vard us,
that we, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work. .. None of these things move me," said the
Apostle Paul, referring to his manifold trials. May we too' be
unmoved, and by Divine grace pel'!;evere, in these solemn and" evil
times, in the work of the Lord, and in watking worthily of the
vocation wherewith we have been called. .

MRS. GERTRUDE WORCESTER.

MRS. GERTRUDE WORCESTER, of Bournemouth, was called Home
very suddenly on the first of December last.. The news reached us
through an old friend of hers who discovered amongst her papers
our letter to her of ovember 23rd, acknowledging her usual gift
to the Gospel Magazine Fund. Her friend wrote: .. Mrs. Worcester
was a good old soul whom I had known and liked for many years.
She must have done a great deal of good in her way, and I am sure
she must have appreciated the friendship you showed her and your
very kind letter. Your last letter was amongst the very few letters
she did not destroy. The funeral was at the London Cemetery
where her husband had been buried."

We never met Mrs. Worcester, but her annual letter showed she
was a praying woman and a genuine believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.
She valued the Gospel Magazine very much, and was in the habit of
paying for three copies to be sent to China. We have no doubt that
her sudden removal was a blessed transference from earth to heaven,
and we rejoice at the assurance of her blessedness. For a' great
number of years she was a reader of this Magazine.
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A WORD FROM CHI 'A.
WE have just received: on January 25th, a letter from our dear son
(Bishop F. Houghton, General Director of the China Inland Mission).
It is dated December 19th, 1943. In the course of the letter
reference is made to the very high prices in Chungking, where our

. son and his wife are living. At the time of writing, thirty-two were
living at the Headquarters of the Mission at Chungking. To provide
for so large a number was a difficult problem, partly on account of
the high prices. Our son writes: .. Apart from the high prices, it is
exceedingly difficult to get necessary supplies at all. For example,
coal has been a very great problem all this month, and the cook ju t
cannot get the food ready in time, because what We have is either
Just or stone."

A fortnight before he wrote this letter, when on his w~y to Church,
he l!omposed the following lines in reference to the temporal needs
of the missionaries in this time of war, and scarcity:

.. What shall I do when the brook runs dry,
And the ravens come no more?

Thy Father, God, who reigns on high,
Thy utmost need can still supply

From His exhaustless store! "

How we need to thank God for the supplies we have in England.
and what an infinite mercy it is that His people in China have a God
who is able to cause them to have all sufficiency in all things!

A GODLY FARMER'S TESTIMONY.

•• ONCE, again I write to thank you for all your loving labour in our
Lord, and what it has meant to me throughout the year in the Gospel
Magazine. May God bless all who help to fill its glorious pages.
Although we still have to make it last for two months, re-reading it
never tires one. Indeed, turn up a very old copy, and it rings just
as true and sweet to-day as when written. All glory to God
we again had a wonderful harvest, not a gram spoilt l5y weather.
Is it not wonderful? "

(This godly farmer observes the Lord's day and the Lord honours
him and prospers him. To God must be the glory for this. ot one
of us has any ground of boasting. But it is immenseiy cheering to
notice how the Lord stands by His true people. We never lose
anything by walking in the ways of the Lord. This war would be
won the sooner if we nationally repented of our Sabbath desecration
and if we were delivered from .. hardness of heart and contempt of
Cod's Word and comrrtandment."-The Editor).
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GOD'S ETERNAL PLAN.

THROCGH men whom worldlings {:ount as fo;ls,
Chosen of God, and not of man,

Reared in Thy secret traning-schools,
Moves forward Thine eternal plan.

And now, though hidden from our ken
In Midian desert, Sinai's hill, .

. Spirit of God, Thou hast Thy men
Waiting Thy time to do Thy will.

When blazing out upon our night
Flashes the Pentecostal flame,

Let me be found with heart alight,
Burning to magnify Thy ame

at as Thy prophets who declare
The Word that thousands hear and own,

If I may have the smallest share
In setting Christ upon His throne.

BISHOP F. HOUGHTO ,
China Inland Mission, Chunking.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE,

From Luton: .. Great praise is due to God that you and your godly,
gracious helpers are maintained in your work of faith and labour of love,
and enabled to still send forth the Gospel Magazine laden with the
precious truths ,of the everlasting GospeL"

From Ohio: .. There are many religions to-day, all claiming to love
God's Word, but very, very few who are willing to admit _God is a
SoVereign in all things,"

From Hilmarton: A kind reader who will D.V. be 90 years old on
February 24th, 1944, says: .. I, hope to' read all jts contents with much
pleasure and profit. The help the Magazine has been to 'me, I cannot
tell." . '

From Brighton: .. I thank all the writers in the Magazine. It is quite
,a ray of sunshine to receive it, and to read the very appropriate arid
gracioHs articles from time to time. One feels to receive just the counsel
and instruction that we need in these heavy, anxious days," .

From Ellingham, Suffolk: .. The truths the Magazine contain are
most valued in' these days of delusion."

From Bath: .. I've been reading some of the old Magazines, and
they are beautifuL" (Why not all our readers do the same, especially
in alternate months ?-Editor).

From a Soldier in North Africa: This soldier is a reader of the
Gospel Magazine. He lent a copy to a young man to whom he was
"'ery much drawn. When he returned the copy he said: .. I have
enjoyed reading it. It does give a lift to one's· soul."
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