
The Gospel Magazine

Editorial
49

When Knox and the other leaders of the church in Scotland submitted
the First Book of Discipline to the Great Council of Scotland, they
asked that anything in the Book which was not supported by 'God's
expressed commandment', or 'by equity and good conscience' be
noted and afterwards repudiated. This is the spirit of true
reformation. In the Book of Discipline there is a strong realism; there
is an awareness of the problems then existing and an evident desire to
bring the word of God to bear on them. But there is no sense of
'having arrived'. There is a humble realisation that it is by His word
that God rules His church, that His word will still be active in His
Church 'for reproof, for correction' after the particular situations
which have called human compositions into existence have passed
away.

Among Old Testament reformers, few stand higher than Hezekiah.
""'- Obviously his faith was expressed in positive ways, but it had its

/'. negative manifestations too. 'He removed the high places and brake
the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen
serpent that Moses had made; for unto those days the children of
Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.' (11 Kings
18:4)

Was he not going too far? But Hezekiah's faith, the directness of
his dealings with God, his intolerance of anything coming between,
made him disagree. To worship anything, even something of divine
appointment, even something recalling a glorious deliverance in
Israel's history, was to disobey God's plainest commandment. So
Hezekiah plucked 'Old Brassy' (Dr. Duncan's colloquial rendering)
from his pedestal and smashed him up.

Among the sayings of the same Dr. Duncan we read recently:
'Speculative study has an essential value at all times. If we are to be
freed from error as well as evil, we must speculate, we must
interrogate and ponder. Speculation makes man's spirit active in a
noble sense. It rouses from quiescence. Intellectual torpor is a form of
death. This is, again, the true spirit of reformation. Only in so far as
the church retains that spirit today is she reformed.

We are not waging war against any particular Old Brassy, nor do we
suggest that men should go on the rampage, looking for such things to
smash them up. But should we not at least be reminded that such.
things can exist, and should we not continually watch against them?
To fail in this vigilance is to let the church of God slip back into
bondage; it is to leave her only with a form of death.
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Challenging the Churches
CORNELIS PRaNK

Laodicea
See Revelation 3: 14-22

The last of the seven letters to the churches in Asia Minor is the one
addressed to Laodicea. Situated at the confluence of three important
highways, Laodicea was a centre of commerce and industry. It was
famous for a beautiful black woollen cloth, and it also boasted a
flourishing medical school particularly noted for its ear and eye
ointments. The church at Laodicea evidently shared in the city's
prosperity and was outwardly in excellent condition. But her
prosperity had not really been a blessing to her. On the contrary, her
affluence had exercised a deadly influence on the spiritual life of the
congregation. Yet they thought that their material wealth was an
indication of divine approval, a mistake still made by many professing
Christians. They were self-satisfied, rich and increased with goods,
having need of nothing.

Christ's opinion
Christ, however, has a different opinion of them: These things saith

the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation
of God; I know thy works...There is that familiar expression again: I
know thy works! How comforting this had been to the Christians at
Smyrna and Philadelphia, and even Ephesus and Pergamos. But here
it is not intended as a comfort at all! I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth. Christ is aware of the complacent attitude of His people in
Laodicea. They are neither cold nor hot. If only they were one or the
other, but now they are something in between: indifferent, lukewarm!
Such people Christ cannot stand, and therefore He says, I will spue
thee out ofmy mouth. Christ is sick of His people, that is the meaning
here. But the Saviour is not going to vomit them out yet. He will first
call them to repentance. This is what he says:

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,· and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

j
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Christ a merchant
Here we see Christ pictured as a merchant going through the streets,

crying up his wares. What a touching scene! The Saviour urging the
Laodiceans to buy His wares -tried gold, white raiment, and
eyesalve. Everyone of them is suited to their needs. Aren't they poor,
naked and blind? Well, Christ offers them the gold of His grace, the
garments of His righteousness, and the eyesalve of His Spirit.

But are the Laodiceans buying? No. They are not even interested!
They don't even bother to come outside and look over the merchandise.
What an insult! Yet the Saviour does not go away yet. He does not say,
if you won't buy I'll go elsewhere. Instead, he now decides to go from
door to door. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock. The tense used
in the original here indicates that Christ has been standing there for a
long time already. He has not just knocked once or twice, but many
times.

Christ keeps on knocking
The Saviour keeps on warning and pleading, inviting and urging, but

it seems that nothing can persuade the Laodiceans to open the door.
They do not change. The lukewarmness continues, life goes on from
day to day. The Laodiceans are satisfied. They have need of nothing.
They can get along fine without Christ and His benefits.

I'm afraid this is true of many in the church today as well. Some of
you are perhaps living behind closed doors too. You have shut Jesus
out of your life. When do we do that? Whenever we profess the truth,
but don't live by it and out of it. Whenever we say we are sinners, but
don't fight against sin. Whenever we cherish sins in our bosom and
find a thousand-and-one excuses to justify ourselves-then Jesus is out
side, knocking. Has that ever bothered you, sinner, that Christ has
been standing at the door of your heart, maybe for a long time
already? It is possible that there was a time in your life when that door
was open-when you first came to know Jesus. When there was that
sweet communion with your Lord and Saviour. But this first love did
not last. You became worldly again and Jesus left. He withdrew His
Spirit from you because He cannot tolerate any rivals. Others of you
perhaps have never opened your heart to Jesus. But whether you are a
back-slidden child of God or still unconverted, Christ knocks on the
door of your heart. How does He do that? Every sermon you hear is a
knock on your door. Every sickness, every death of a loved one,
political and social upheavals, natural disasters, these are all warnings
of the Lord, knocks on the door of your life .

.. .and speaking
But Jesus is not only pictured here as knocking; He also says



52 The Gospel Magazine

something: If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. The Saviour here asks
two things of these lukewarm professors. He asks first that they will
hear His voice and that they will then also open the door. But is Christ
then dependent on man? Does His entering into our heart depend on
our willingness to open the door? This seems to contradict the
doctrine of God's sovereign grace. The solution lies in the right
understanding of the word "hear". To hear in this passage means
more than hearing with the physical ear, though it includes this. It is
more than an outward hearing. It penetrates the heart and does
something to the hearer. One who hears in this sense begins to act. He
will obey the call of the Lord. If any man hear my voice... Such
hearing is difficult. Few people ever hear the Gospel in this sense.
Many hear the Word, but it goes in one ear and out the other. Why is
it so difficult to hear the voice of Christ and take Him seriously?
Because there are so many other voices trying to get our attention.
Satan calls us; the world beckons us; our sinful heart too comes with (
its demands and claims. We listen to people, to the advice of this one
and that one. And the danger is so great that all those other voices
drown that one Voice which we should listen to: the voice of Christ
Who calls us to faith and repentance. We don't hear that call because
we don't want to hear. We prefer the siren call of sin. We would rather
listen to the liar from the beginning, Satan, than to Him Who is the
Way, the Life, and the Truth.

The Gospel, you see, is not to our taste. It does not flatter us, but it
accuses us and disturbs us in our false peace. The carnal mind, Paul
says, is enmity against God. Sometimes we fool ourselves and think
we are not quite that bad. We pray for conversion. We ask the Lord to
come in, but we don't mean it at all. We are so clever. We ask, Lord,
come into my heart, yet we do everything in our power to keep the
door locked. Why? Because we are afraid that our prayer will be
answered! What if Christ would enter our house and knock over our
tables and chairs and throw out our idols? What if He would really
clean up that den of iniquity which is our heart? No, we don't want
that to happen. We want to go to heaven, of course. But we don't care
for the way to heaven, that narrow way of self-denial and breaking
with sin.

If any man hear
But Jesus says, If any man hear my voice. Did you ever hear it? Do

you hear it now, that voice of Jesus calling you, urging you to listen to
Him? If you are one of His sheep you will hear Him. This is the test.
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My sheep hear my voice, Christ says in John 10. There comes a time in
the life of all the elect that their ears are opened and they begin to hear
in such a way that they will also open the door. Although no one is
willing by nature, the Lord's people are made willing in the day oj
God's power. Then we confess our sins to the Lord, especially the sin
of keeping Him out so long, and we pray: Lord Jesus come into my
life. We surrender to Him completely and unreservedly. But the bars
and hinges are so stiff. They are all rusted up. Do you know what I am
talking about? Becoming a Christian is not a simple matter of just
opening your heart to Jesus, or "making a decision" for Him. It
involves a tremendous struggle. You come to see your lost condition.
You feel the power of unbelief, and you cry, 0 God, help me! Like the
father of that poor boy, you say, Lord, I believe, help thou my
unbelief! The desire is there, but how to perform you know not. But
that desire is already evidence that the Lord has begun His work in
you. And what He begins He will also finish. In fact, if you sincerely
pray, Lord Jesus enter my heart, He is already in your heart. How do I
know this, you say? Well-then you love the Saviour and you feel your
need of Him. He is precious to you. There you have the evidence that
He has entered your life. For this is what the Saviour says: If any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me. I will sup with him. The reference here is not
necessarily to the Lord's Supper, but to the ordinary evening supper.
In the East this supper was symbolic of peace and fellowship. To be
invited to a supper meant you were admitted into the intimate circle of
friends. Jesus also wants to make friends with us. He seeks fellowship
with us. Notice, the desire is His. To His disciples Jesus said: With
desire have I desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.

Do you understand such love? This invitation is extended to people
who don't ask for Him, self-satisfied people, lukewarm people. To
them He says: I like to break bread with you. I want to have
fellowship with you! 0 wondrous love!

Such love, however, evokes a response. Those who hear the voice of
Jesus and are enabled by His Spirit to open the door to let Him in also
want to return that love. Therefore Christ says: I will sup with him
and he with me. It all starts with God. In the counsels of eternity it
originated with the triune God. As such it is one-sided. But it becomes
two-sided. Christ loves us and therefore we love Him. We love Him,
says John, because He first loved us.

Just one word yet about the last promise, To him that overcometh
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and

continued on page 59
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Roman Catholicism
EDWARD w. HADWEN

THE RULE OF FAITH

Most of us know what is meant by the Rule of Faith but to make
sure and to avoid confusion we should understand that "rule" cor
responds to the word "canon", a measure; of which Dr. Griffith
Thomas says,. "The word had active and passive senses. A thing
which is employed as a measure is first measured and only then used to
measure other things." Hence the Rule of Faith is that which was first
determined by the authority of the Church, whose verdict, in turn,
rests upon the inherent, divine quality of the matter itself and its
apostolic origin, and then becomes the definition of the area or I
compass of the Faith; and by the Faith we mean things to be believed,
doctrines to be accepted, or articles of the Faith "thought requisite or .
necessary to salvation." For Protestants this Rule is Holy Scripture
alone. Rome's rule however, includes much more, as we shall see.

Rome's rule
Let us go back to the declaration made by the Council of Trent

(Trent by the way, is a town in the Italian Tyrol). This is what was put
forth in "The Bull of our Holy Lord, the Lord Pius ... touching the
form of the oath of the profession of faith. The sacred and holy oecu
menical and general synod of Trent lawfully assembled in the Holy
Ghost...perceiving that this truth and discipline (i.e., of the Gospel of
Christ) are contained in the written books and the unwritten traditions
which, received by the Apostles themselves, the Holy Ghost dictating,
have come down even unto us transmitted as it were from hand to
hand receives and venerates with equal affection of piety, and
reverence, all the books of the Old and the New Testaments-seeing
that one God is the author of both, as also the said traditions, as well
as those pertaining to faith as to morals, as having been dictated,
either by Christ's own word of mouth, or by the Holy Ghost and
preserved by a continuous succession in the Catholic Church ...But if
anyone receive not, as sacred and canonical these same books entire
with all their parts, as they have been used to be read in the Catholic
Church and as they are contained in the old Latin vulgate edition; and
knowingly and deliberately despise the traditions aforesaid, let him be
anathema."

This statement, made under definite claims to the guidance and
control of the Holy Spirit, may not at first appear seriously different
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from our Protestant position; but upon examination some grave
differences appear, and notably two:-

(1) "The Old and New Testaments" referred to mean the Vulgate of
St. Jerome which contained the Apocrypha, the latter being a
collection of books concerning Jewish history between the Testa
ments, and some other matters-books which the Jews did not regard
as Scripture, as their historian Josephus plainly declares. The
inclusion of these books means that officially the Church of Rome
places them on a level with the canonical Books of the Old and New
Testaments. Professor Lindsay remarks on this: "It (the Council of
Trent) accepted as canonical all the books contained in the Alex
andrian Canon (the Septuagint) and therefore the Apocrypha of the
Old Testament, and did so heedless of the fact that the editor of the
Vulgate (afterwards pronounced authoritative), Jerome, had thought
very little of the Apocrypha." (History of the Reformation, vol. 11, p.
572:)

Indeed, the Pope himself afterwards confessed that the Vulgate
needed revising and a new edition was prepared and was issued by
Pope Sixtus V; yet, notwithstanding this, the Vulgate was declared
by the Council of Trent to be the one and only official Bible of the
Church and it forbade the use of any other.

(2) Traditions also were made part of the Rule of Faith. True, these
were confined by the definition, "as having been dictated either by
Christ's own word of mouth, or by the Holy Ghost and preserved by a
continuous succession in the Catholic Church." But traditions could
not be so confined. Long before that Council, traditions had held a
large and venerated place in the Church, much of which could by no
means be traced to a New Testament origin and most of which was
unworthy of a place beside Scripture if not even subversive of it.

The Creed of Pius IV
The Creed of Pius IV, however, established this heterogeneous Rule

of Faith in its first two articles:-
i. "I most stedfastly admit and embrace apostolic tradition and all

other observances and constitutions of the same Church;
ii. I also admit the Holy Scriptures according to that sense which

our Holy Mother, the Church, has held and does hold, to which it
belongs, to judge of the true sense and interpretation of the
Scriptures; neither will I ever take and interpret them otherwise than
according to the unanimous consent of the Fathers."

Here we have the full list: Traditions, Scripture combined with the
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Apocrypha, the Church, and the Fathers. Tradition, we observe, is
first, giving the impression that Scripture itself is but part-albeit an
important one-yet only a part of the traditions. We, on the contrary,
believe the Scriptures to be uniquely inspired and consistent:
Traditions are neither.

Traditions
These traditions have some value. "No one who contends for the

sufficiency of Scripture is concerned to deny that many of the things
stated in the Bible are capable of historical proof independently of the
Bible." But they are so mixed. They grew with the centuries by means
of contributions such as records of visions, legends of saints and
miracles, erroneous beliefs and practices and heretical notions which
have developed into concrete ideas and some of which have actually
become dogmas of the Church, such as the Immaculate Conception
and Papal Infallibility. Tradition is still in process of accumulation
and cannot be confined, and therefore may still provide new errors of
doctrine which will develop under incubation of its fostering
"mother." As compared with Holy Scripture, "the impregnable
rock," these traditions are shifting sands some of them quick-sands, but
they afford the Roman Church a useful support for doctrines not
derivable from the Bible. Such use of traditions had a disreputable ori
gin: it first was employed by the Gnostic heretics. So far, however, as
tradition relates to the Bible it is true to say with Professor Salmon:
"If anything can be established by tradition, there is a clear and full
tradition to prove that the Scriptures are a full and perfect Rule of
Faith; that they contain the whole Word of God; and that what is
outside of them need not be regarded." This, of course, shows that
Rome employs tradition contrary to tradition's own clear testimony of
its inferior place and quality.

The Bible
Consider again the place of the Bible. The value of Holy Scripture is

seriously vitiated by its being bound up with the Apocrypha and
officially confined to the imperfect Latin Vulgate. It is in consequence
of this mixing of Scriptures and Apocrypha and tradition that Rome is
able to comprehend both the Nicene Creed and the Creed of Pius IV,
and to teach the doctrines of the Bible together with doctrines both
other than, and contrary to, the Bible, and present them all under an
apparently consistent complexion, for she claims that what she
teaches in addition to the doctrines of the Bible is necessary for the
instruction and edification of her people and also supply what
Scripture fails to do. The Bible alone, therefore, in her view, is not
sufficient; in fact, it is claimed that the Bible alone may be misleading
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or even a source of danger to lay people. Hence translations of the
Vulgate are forbidden except under episcopal licence.

We have on record a most illuminating event in France. It happened
in 1866. Henri Laserre was concerned because his fellow churchmen in
France knew "the Divine Book only in fragments, without logical or
chronological order," and he therefore issued a scholarly translation
of the Gospels for them, declaring that "the faithful should be
brought back to the great fountain of living water which flows from
the inspired book." He gained the sanction of the Archbishop of Paris
and also of the Pope himself, and within a year about 100,000 copies
were issued. But the Jesuits set to work against the translation, with
the result that the Papal sanction was withdrawn on the pretext that
some passages were inaccurately translated, and within a year
Laserre's book was on the index of prohibited books.

The Council of Toulon (1239) forbade the laity to possess any of the
books of the Bible except a Psalter or Breviary (a Service containing
portions of Scripture) and strictly forbade their translation into any
vernacular. Pope Leo XII, in 1824, charges his clergy thus, "Turn
away your flocks from these poisonous pastures (Le., vernacular
Bibles)... that the faithful committed to you ...be persuaded that if the
sacred Scriptures be everywhere indiscriminately published, more evil
than advantage will arise thence because of the rashness of men."

The English chronicler Kneighton angrily declared that Wyclif's
Version, bringing the Bible to the knowledge of the common people,
meant that "the pearl of the Gospel was trampled under foot of
swine"; whilst the Bishop of Dunkeld thanked God that he knew
neither the Old Testament nor the New·. Such ignorance and
withholding of the Bible, which many Protestants seem reluctant to
believe, but which is amply proved, kept the rank and file in abysmal
ignorance, and this ensured a seed-plot most prolific in receiving and
perpetuating superstition and errors and the practice of a religion
which is sub-Christian or non-Christian, or even in some respects anti
Christian. Laserre claimed that the great success of Renan's Life of
Christ was owing to the prevalent ignorance of the Life as recorded
in the Gospels.

The Fathers
The "Unanimous Consent of the Fathers" next calls for attention.

Protestants do not underrate the Church Fathers, nor are they
reluctant to learn from them. It is not generally known that the
reactionary Dr. Pusey acknowledged that it was the Evangelical .
Church historian Milner who led him to read and study the Fathers.

·William Muir: The Arrested Reformation, pp. 38-40.
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But the fathers would be the very last scholars in the Church to suggest ,">-

that the Bible should be tested by their interpretations. They deal with
it as their incomparable superior, and all alike concentrate on it as
their one common treasure. Their expositions vary and their
interpretations are sometimes mutually exclusive or contradictory.
Others-Origen for example-are very fanciful. Two things are clear
about the Fathers:-

First their works number in Latin 220 thick volumes, and in Greek
167. What a herculean task to find their consent on any given subject!

Secondly, the Fathers are unanimous on the main issue, the
fundamental fact which we Protestants regard as the all-sufficient
foundation of all Christian doctrine, well expressed by Or. Salmon,
"There is a point on which all the Fathers agreed, namely, the infinite
superiority of Scripture to every other source of proof."

The Church's place
Now as to the Church's place in the Rule. It is a serious and fateful

thing to make the Bible subservient to the Church, to say nothing of
its unreasonableness, its lack of historic sanction and its violent
reversal of the spiritual principle of the priority of the Divine
Revelation to all institutions. And yet the Romanist has to confess his
acceptance of the Holy Scriptures "according to that sense which our
holy mother the church has held, and does hold, to which it belongs,
to judge of the true sense and interpretation of the Scriptures." This
position is defended on the plea that the Church existed before the
Bible and indeed, under God, produced the Bible. This also is a
violent reversal of the true relationship between the Church and the
Bible.

The correct position is clearly stated by Or. Forsyth, "The books of
the Bible were given to the Church more than by it, and they
descended on it rather than arose from it. The canon of the Bible
rose from the Church but not its contents. Bible and Church were
collateral products of the Gospel."

Think what anomalies arise when the Church is taken as the
infallible interpreter of Scripture and the authoritative promulgator of
doctrine whether in agreement with Scripture or not. Gregory the
Great wrote 35 volumes on the Book of Job, of which Professor
Salmon remarks, "They may be very valuable to anyone who cares to
know the opinions of Gregory upon various subjects, but to a person
anxious to know the meaning of the Book of Job they are absolutely
worthless." (Infallibility, p. 166.) The same writer says, "As the early
Church saw Christ everywhere in the Bible so the Church of Rome
sees the Virgin Mary everywhere." She even explains a text in the Song



The Gospel Magazine 59

of Solomon (first giving her own "translation") as a prophecy of the
Virgin Mary, viz.: "Thou art all fair, my love, and there is no spot of
original sin in thee," and takes it as proof of the Immaculate Concept
ion. Even her great proof text about Peter and his primacy is very
variously interpreted by the Fathers, and has, of course, no such
association in the writings of the Apostles. In fact, on this most vital
interpretation of St. Matt. xvi. 18-19, we may say "tradition from
the Apostles downwards flatly contradicts the Church of Rome."

Rome, however, is unyielding and confident, and this chiefly
because she is firmly held by the head. Pius IX, we remember, placed a
decision of a Pope speaking ex cathedra on a level with the Word of
God. Surely the most serious aspect of all is the Roman doctrine that
the Church of Rome is the Universal Church and is, so to speak,
"condensed in the Pope." Therefore the Bible is to be interpreted
according to the tradition of the Church and the Pope alone is able to
determine what the tradition is. The truth is, therefore, that the
Church and tradition, in practice, are placed by Rome higher in
authority than the Bible, whilst the Pope, highest of all, is the final
arbiter and promulgator of doctrine.

Challenging the Churches (Continued from page 53)

am set down with my Father in his throne. The fellowship between
Christ and His people begins here in this present life. But it will be

.perfected in the hereafter when the conquerors will sit with Christ in
His throne, just as Christ, the Conqueror, sat down with His Father in
His throne. Christian friends, we will share in Christ's glory and
honour. We will rule with Him over the new heaven and new earth.
What a future for those who love Jesus!

Is that also your future? Have you by grace learned to open the door
of your heart? Salvation is such a personal issue. If any man, Jesus
says. That means you too, whoever you are. No one is.excluded from.
Christ's invitation. Be sure then that you do not reject it. Do not
spurn His love.
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The Church
w. J. PARKER

This sermon was preached in November of last year at Llanbedr-y
Cennin, Wales.

Lord we beseech thee to keep thy household the Church in
continual godliness that through thy protection it may be free
from all adversities, and devoutly given to serve thee in good
works, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

How very appropriate is this collect of Trinity XXII for the con
sideration of the christian church! We are to lift our eyes above the
events of any particular day, and consider the meaning, origin and
culmination of all these details of history. In our collect we see six
clear guides to our understanding of the times, our comfort and our
duties. We see:

I. The Church's Tribulation.
All adversities. The church is set amidst a world of sin, of hatred

and of war. The warfare of the world is often far from the kind of
conduct God would have His people engage in. Then there are the
persecutions of the Church at the hand of the enemies of the Gospel.
Recent events in Iran exemplify this. But the Church's tribulations do
not end there. We are taught in Scripture that the Church will be
plagued by hirelings who flee when the wolf comes, by shepherds who
feed themselves rather than the flock, and by downright false brethren
bringing in unsound teachings. There is no promise in scripture that
these things will cease before the Lord Himself comes again.

Il. The Church's Constitution.
Thy household the Church. The latin word is familiar. The Roman

household was chosen as an apLdescription of the family of God's
people. It consisted of the Pater on the one hand, and the children
with the servants on the other. So we see God as the Father of the
Church family consisting of the free-born sons and daughters, with
the servants among them.

Ill. The Church's Spirituality.
In continual godliness. Here the latin word is pietas which means

piety, or dutifulness, shown in an absolute loyalty to the Head of the
house, the Pater.
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Christian spirituality then is an absolute loyalty to the Head of the
church, the Lord Jesus Christ. This point needs stressing.
1. Christ Himself claimed to the Head or Lord of the church.

Matt. 23.8 "Be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even
Christ; and all ye are brethren. Neither be ye called Masters, for one is
your Master, Christ." John 13.3. "Ye call me Master and Lord, and
ye say well, for so I am."
2. There is full apostolic testimony for the fact that Christ is the
Head of the Church.

Acts. 2. 36. Peter said, "Let all the house of Israel know assuredly
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ." Eph. 5.23. Paul said, "Christ is the Head of the
Church, and He is the Saviour of the body." To the Colossians he
said, Col. 1.13. "He is the Head of the body, the Church." The writer
to the Hebrews said, Heb. 3.6. "Christ is faithful as a son over God's
house, and we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the
hope of which we boast."

So we see the Church, not merely as a human organisation, but as a
spiritual organism, bound together by faith and loyalty to the Head of
the family, to Christ.

IV. The Church's Protection
It is the fathers duty to protect his family. So we see that our

heavenly Father is pledged to a loving concern for all the members of
His family, and His almighty power is ever around them. No-one, said
our Lord Jesus, can pluck them from His hand. This protection
extends to all the members of the family, the children, the servants,
the slaves. How true is Dr Mountain's hymn:

We may trust Him fully,
all for us to do;
They who trust Him wholly,
find Him wholly true.

How gracious of God to call us to Himself for protection and care.
Whatever our personal griefs or needs may be at this time, let us
respond from our hearts:

Jesus I will trust Thee, Trust Thee with my soul,
Guilty lost and helpless, Thou canst make me whole;

V. The Church's Calling.
To serve Thee in good works. The christian life is to be like an art

exhibition to the world around. There the ungodly are to see, for their
salvation or their condemnation, an exhibition of the fruits of the
Spirit. The christian is to show in all his actions and relationships that



62 The Gospel Magazine

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness.
meekness, temperance, which reveal Christ in us, in the power of His
Holy Spirit; for without Him, these things are alien to the world,
essential to a full and happy human life though they are.

VI. The Church's Worship.
To the glory of thy Name. Christian worship does not consist of the

formalities of the assembly, desirable and to some extent essential
though they may be. But the heart of our worship are those spiritual
sacrifices for which God has made us a kingdom of priests in His
service.

Rev, 1.6, "He hath made us kings and priests to God, and his
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever."

1 Peter 2.5. "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house,
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ."

These verses speak of something deeper than the formalities or
rituals, sometimes empty, often tawdry, of an earthly temple.

They are the details of our spiritual experiences and lives when we
turn the other cheek, when we give a cup of cold water to a thristy one,
when we feed the hungry, when we humble ourselves in the service of
our fellow men, when we make sacrificial gifts in the furtherance of
the gospel, when we forgive those who trespass against us, when,
being children, we take our place as the servants, the slaves of Christ.
Let us repond to the call which St. Paul made to the Romans; "I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service."

The Law of God
The moral law was weak through the flesh; the ceremonial law was so
in its own nature; but Christ was the end of the moral law to fulfil it;
and the end of the ceremonial law to answer its intention by offering
Himself a sacrifice.
Christ was God's righteous servant to perform all the duties of the
moral law; and our devoted sacrifice to bear all the penalties of it.
By the law is the knowledge of sin, by the Gospel is the knowledge of
Christ.
God hath written a law and a Gospel; the law to humble us and the
Gospel to comfort us; the law to cast us down and the Gospel to raise
us up; the law to convince us of our misery and the Gospel to convince
us of His mercy; the law to discover sin and the Gospel to discover
grace and Christ.

John Mason

,-
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True Christianty is very much an everyday affair. "Seven whole
days, not one in seven, I will praise Thee" wrote the 17th century
poet, George Herbert. Our faith is not confined to the Lord's Day, but
is to be practised throughout the week. It is worthwhile to notice the
insistent emphasis which the Bible puts on the word "daily" as it
relates to the duties of God's people. The Bible is very concerned
about daily living. If we are to be effective Christians there are certain
things we must do every day. There must be

1. The Daily Supplication
I cry unto Thee daily Psalm 86:3.

We cannot live the Christian life aright without this daily habit of
prayer. Daniel, who held such high office in the Medo-Persian empire,
felt strongly the need of daily prayer, and allowed nothing to keep him
from this divine appointment. "He kneeled upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God." (Daniel 6: 10)
Those who have been a power for God have been those who have kept
up the habit of earnest daily prayer.

Prayer keeps us in vital touch with God and gives poise and power
throughout each day, and overflows in blessing to others.

2. The Daily Search
The Bereans searched the Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11).

A wonderful example is set for us by these Berean converts. The
Lord Jesus Christ said "search the scriptures ...they are they which
testify of Me" (John 5:39). On the way to Emmaus, in His ministry to
the two very downcast disciples, "He expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning Himself" (Luke 24:27).

We are to search the scriptures like those who dig for hid treasure;
we must not be content just to scratch the surface.

Thy Word is like a deep, deep mine.
And jewels rich and rare.
Are hidden in its mighty depths
For every searcher there.

We cannot live the Christian life with insufficient nourishment and
sustenance. We need to get alone with the Bible and feed upon the
Word. While we daily attend to the needs of the body, let us not be .
indifferent to the needs of the soul. The Psalmist could say "0 how I
love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day".
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3. The Daily Song
Daily shall He be praised Psalm 72:15.

When anyone sings, it is an outward token of inward happiness.
Despondent people seldom sing. Wherever the Gospel has come with
its liberating power it has carried with it this note of gladness. Paul
and Silas even sang in the prison at midnight after enduring the pain
and indignity of a flogging. Their religion gave them not only peace in
believing, but real joy.

The Psalmist says that God not only brought him up from the
horrible pit and the miry clay, but He also put a new song into his
mouth, "even praise unto our God". Christians have something to
sing about!

4. Daily Gratitude
Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loadeth us with benefits Psalm

68:19.
Every day should be a thanksgiving day, and we should praise God

daily for His goodness. We should ask ourselves each day "What shall
I render unto the Lord for all His benefits towards me?" Count your
blessings and let the spirit of gratitude rise up within you. God's
benefits are liberally bestowed-He "loads" us with them. So many
are the gifts of God's bounty that He may truly be said to load us with
them. He gives good measure, pressed down and running over.

"Oh that man would praise the Lord for His goodness and declare
the wonders that He doeth for the children of men" Psalm 107.

5. Daily Cross-bearing
If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up

his cross daily, and follow Me Luke 9:23.
This may not be very pleasant, but it is demanded of us. We are to

do it daily in the thousand and one things, whether big or small. The
world may know nothing of the cost of our discipleship, but the Lord
knows and that is enough. J.t costs little to a nominal Christian
attendance at church and respectability-but this is not the standard
of the Bible. It speaks of enemies to be overcome, battles to be fought,
sacrifices to be made, and a cross to be carried.

6. Daily Exhortation
Exhort one another daily Hebrews 3: 13.

We are to be concerned about the spiritual well-being of others.
There must be mutual exhortation to avoid being hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. The word "exhort" here means to come
alongside. We are to get alongside our fellow-believers. This is a great
ministry in which we can all engage. We are told to bear one another's
burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2).
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7. Daily Vigilance
Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at my gates

Proverbs 8:34.
We need to watch for His leading and guidance. We need to watch

against our enemies. Peter's stirring call is relevant to us today-"be
sober, be vigilant, for your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about seeking whom he may devour". We need the upward
look-"looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith".
We need also the inward look, so that we shall be on our guard against
the subtleties of self. Then we shall be wise to exercise the forward
look (Hebrews 9:28) and live in the light of His appearing.

8. Daily Testimony
Show forth His salvation from day to day Psalm 96:2.

Salvation is a subject for unceasing praise to God for His disting
uishing grace. Another psalm urges us "let the redeemed of the Lord
say so". We are, as opportunity is given, to bear our witness. Have
you a daily testimony?

DAILY-may we have grace to practise our faith in daily life.

Mrs. Phyllis Sykes
In the passing of Mrs. Sykes, The Gospel Magazine has lost a warm

hearted friend and generous supporter. The widow of the Rev. W.
Dodgson Sykes, a former Editor, she had the work very much at
heart.

After the death of her husband, she kindly gave his set of bound
volumes of The Gospel Magazine, dating from the commencement in
1766, to the present writer. These had previously belonged to Miss
Ruth Cowell of Bristol, who for some sixty years wrote every month a
devotional article.

Mrs Sykes was well versed in the Bible and in Protestant theology,
having in her younger days been on the staff of the Irish Church
Missions. She was a wonderful helpmeet to her husband in his work as
college principal training men for the ministry of the Gospel. Many
have cause to thank God for her gracious life and for the fragrant
memories left behind. She has entered into the presence and joy of the
Lord Whom she loved and served with unwavering devotion. Our
sympathy is extended to her family at this time.

M.H.
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Grace
unto you, and peace be multiplied.

I Peter I. 2.

D. A. THOMPSON

The following article by Bishop Thompson was first published by The
Bible Christian Unity Fellowship, 7 Ashley Drive, Walton-on
Thames, Surrey KT12 IJL, from whom it is available in tract form.

Grace is one of the most important words and one of the sweetest
themes found in Holy Scripture. Grace in its broadest sense is the free
favour and love of God, with all that flows therefrom, vouchsafed to
men without any merit or claim on their part, for all are undeserving
and hell-deserving sinners. It is the opposite of merit and the
complement of need (Rom. 4:4, 11:6; John 1:16-17).

And so grace, as Scripture declares, is manifold (I Peter 4: 10).
Bishop H. C. G. Moule wrote: "Grace beneath its multiplicity has a
divine simplicity and singleness. In its ultimate description it is no
abstract thing; no mysterious substance thrown off as it were by God
and injected into man. It is the Lord Himself in action. What is
human kindness but a kind man in action? What is divine grace but
the Lord Himself, infinitely kind, acting for and acting in the soul?"

Common Grace
Common, or general grace, is what is bestowed upon all men on

account of the pity and compassion of God, such as the shining of
the sun and the sending of the rain (Matt. 5:45); the granting of
fruitful seasons and bountiful harvests (Acts 14:17); the light of
nature and reason with convictions of conscience (John 1:9; Rom.
1:18-25; 2:1-16) together with all other operations of a kind
Providence (1 Tim. 4: 10).

Covenant Grace
Covenant, or particular grace, is the special mercy of the Lord; not to
all, but only to His chosen people. It is that action of the Lord through
the ministry of the Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit whereby
sinners are convicted of sin, brought to repentance and to faith in
Christ (John 16:7-11; Rom. 2:4); born again and saved (John 3; Eph
2:8-10); and then led onwards in the spiritual life and pilgrimage,
growing in all those gifts and graces, and in that likeness to Christ
which according to the Bible should characterise the Christian life
(Heb. 6:1; 1 Cor. 12:4-11; 1 Peter 4:10 and 11; Rom. 8:29). Such life
here is followed by Heaven hereafter.
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The praise of this grace has been sung in the words of the familiar
hymn written jointly by Dr. Philip Doddridge (verses 1, 2, 4 and 6)
and the Rev. A. Toplady, author of "Rock of Ages" (verses 3 and 5):

Grace! 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear!

Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.

Grace first contrived the way
To save rebellious man;

And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous plan.

'Twas grace that wrote my name
In God's eternal book;

Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.

Grace taught my wandering feet
To tread the heavenly road;

And new supplies each hour I meet
While pressing on to God.

Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes 0 'erflow;

'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go.

Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;

It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise.

Chain Links of Grace
This covenant grace is a deep mystery hidden in the awful and

incomprehensible, but always right and just and blessed sovereignty of
the Triune Jehovah. It may be compared to a chain connecting heaven
with earth and earth with heaven. Each link needs prayerful, long
examination and meditation. Among the many are: Electing grace
(Rom. 11:5); Believing (or faith-giving) grace (Acts 18:27); Saving _
grace (Acts 15:11; Eph. 2:8; Titus 2:11); and Justifying grace (Rom
3:24 and Titus 3:7). Salvation from first to last and from start to
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finish, is all of this sovereign covenant grace. This electing, predestin
ating, calling, preserving, glorifying grace (Rom. 8:28-30) is, in the
words of Or. Moule, of "the infinite free-will of God (even more
sacred than the will of man); a purpose and a plan older than the
oceans and the skies ...Let us leave absolutely to the Lord the
unknown of the matter. We shall not be disappointed when He lets us
know more about it, another day. Let us boldly grasp for our strength
and joy the known of the matter; the sovereign grace that lies behind
the sinner's repentance, faith, hope and love; the covenant and the
divine purpose, counsel and will".

Gracious souls, moved and melted by these great truths, very
feelingly sing R. Robinson's hymn:

Come, Thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;

Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for ceaseless songs ofpraise.

Jesus sought me, when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;

He, to rescue me from danger,
Freely shed His precious blood.

Oh, to Grace how great a debtor
Daily Pm constrained to be;

Let that Grace break every fetter
That withholds my heart from Thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love;

Saviour, take my heart and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

The Christian life is one of "joy unspeakable and full of glory",
and yet also, strange to say, it is sometimes weighed down with
"heaviness through manifold temptations" (l Peter 1:8 and 6). The
word 'temptation', writes the scholar quoted before, "lends itself
equally to denote the solicitations of the great Enemy and the tests of
the Eternal Friend; 'temptation' and 'trial' respectively, in our present
parlance. These things are very often, perhaps always in the case of
the believer, two aspects of one thing. In the history of Job we see
Satan tempting, with resolute and merciless purposes of evil; we see
the Lord trying, so as to shew to his perfect, thoroughly genuine
servant, more of the plague of his own heart and very much of the
glory and love of God. We see the two processes carried on in great

,
•
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measure by the same events and experience. This double process is one
of the normal facts of the Christian life".

Grace for Christian Living
And so the Christian life is a warfare, and a hard and stern one at

that. It is a fight against the world, the flesh and the devil. In this
difficult conflict the believer is often cast down, in distress, hard
pressed and almost in despair. But the Lord is not unmindful of, or
indifferent to the trusting soul engaged in the fierce battle of seeking
to do the will of God and not to sin; of facing the difficult problems
associated with some dreadful disappointment; of feeling acutely the
pang and loneliness of losing a beloved one by death; of experiencing
failing health and bodily pain; or of any other of the innumerable tests,
trials and temptations which are common to men. Scripture sweetly
reads: "We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
(Heb. 4:15 and 16). Thus the Lord moves to the side of His hard
pressed servant seeking divine aid, and gives to him that seasonable
help exactly suited to the need of the moment. That is grace.

Grace for Victory
Holy Writ reveals that grace, the help of the Lord suited to the

circumstance, is ever abundant (Rom. 5:15, 17, 20) and always
sufficient to meet the need however great, in all its ·ramifications (2
Cor. 3:5 and 12:9).

It is written He Giveth more Grace (lames 4:6). The Lord never
tires of giving, and of coming to the assistance of His sorely-tried
people invoking His aid, again, and again and again.

A hymn writer, Miss A. J. Flint of Clifton Spring, U.S.A., fell a
victim to rheumatoid arthritis. It grew steadily worse, and she became
paralysed-a painful, mysterious trial! She looked to the Lord and
received grace, moment by moment, like the unceasing flow of water
along a stream. She took the perfect but perplexing will of God (Psalm
18:30 and Rom. 12:2) not with resentment or rebellion, or even just
resignation, but with rejoicing; not with sighing but with singing. Her
bed-ridden life was a testimony to the grace of God and to the God of
all grace (l Cor. 15:10 and 1 Peter 5:10), which she expressed in these
lovely verses:
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He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labours increase,

To added affliction He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men,

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

Oh God, to us may grace be given thus to glorify Thy Name!

Correction to Jan/Feb Issue

The attention of readers is drawn to a mistake made in the
arrangement of the two articles in our last issue, Christian Schools by
D. Eryl Davies, and Education by the State-Church? by Alexander
Murray. Part of the latter article unfortunately appeared as the
conclusion to the former. Would readers therefore please note that
these two articles are subject to the following correction:
P. 19 The article by Mr. Davies ends in the middle of the page with the
words ' ...to educate their children in a God-honouring way'. What
follows on p. 19, from 'If the legal basis were to be altered .. .' to ' ...the
winning of the coming generation for Christ' should be read as
appearing on p. 22, coming after the words' ...dedicated in law to the
Reformed Faith'. It thus forms the conclusion of the section in Mr.
Murray's article subtitled Church and State.
We greatly regret the confusion caused by this mistake, and especially
apologise to the two writers involved, Mr. Davies and Mr. Murray.

When replying to advertisers please mention The Gospel Magazine.

..,
•,
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A Clue to Life's Enigmas
DAVID L. WRIGHT
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The following sermon was preached by the Rev. Wright to his congre
gation in Hawick on the Lord's Day, 13th January, 1980.

And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them that are called according to his purpose.

(Romans: 8:28)
The Apostle does not state that most things happen for the best. We
would admit that much, in our optimistic moments. But the old gospel
campaigner goes much further. He declares unequivocally 'all things
work together for good to them that love God ... '

all things
All things? Yes, in heaven and earth. In the heavenly kingdom, of
course God's sovereign grace works in (the) all things-from the
Spirit's indwelling of believers (v.II) and His intercession through
them (v.26) to their being glorified with Christ (v .17) -for the good of
those who love Him. 'He who spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all (Acts 2:23), how shall He not with Him also freely
give us (the) all things?' (v. 32; Cf 1 Cor. 3:21)

But what of all things on earth? Earlier in this chapter the Apostle
focusses on the groans and pains of creation (V.22 Cf 2 Cor 5:2). He
himself was humbled with a thorn in his flesh and endured much
hardship for the sake of the gospel (2 Cor 4:8ff, 6:4ff, 12:7). Yet he
contends that God turns even 'the sufferings of this present time'
(v.18) to the ultimate blessing of Christians. So we proved, if you'll
pardon a personal word, when little Myra was taken from us at three
months. For God was in our sorrow, helping us let Myra go home,
drawing us closer to Him, strengthening us to strengthen others. Do
recognise the consolations of God, His overruling of calamities to His
people's lasting benefit.

To this end God works together all things (Col. 1: 17, Eph. 1: 10),
which do not harmonise by themselves. He combines heavenly things
with earthly things; the Spirit's assuring witness to believers (v. 16) with
their afflictions for Christ (v. 17). He fashions everything into a
pattern for their good here and hereafter (Psalm 119:71, Jude 24).
Indeed there is no material, including repugnant sinfulness and
demonic maliciousness, which He cannot turn to their good. 'As for
you, you meant evil against me,' said Joseph before his brethren, 'but
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be
kept alive, as they are today' (Genesis 50:20). Hereby he shows up the
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wickedness of our hearts that we might learn to pray and walk more ""',
closely with Him (Psalm 51,1 John 1:7, Eph 5:8ff).

Think of a picture set in mosaic. At a distance we can scarcely tell
what has gone into its completion. Nearer at hand we detect that it is
composd of innumerable stones, different in texture, shape and
colour, the work of a master artist. Similarly with the all things
(stepping stones and stumbling stones) which God works together in .f
the making of His people. Does this provide a clue to life's enigmas? If
God is patiently active for those who love Him, combining sickness
and health, companionship and loneliness, bereavement and birth,
loss and gain in a synthetic process to their eternal well-being. Here in
a sense is the factory; yonder is the showroom. Here God is at work;
there the finished product will be on view to the praise of the glory of
His Grace (1 John 3:2, Eph. 1:12). All things work together for good.

for good
For good? Then how remiss of us not to thank God! We assume that
the gratification of strong desires for comfort and happiness is for our
good. But remember Solomon's startling word, 'He hath set eternity
in their hearts' (Eccles. 3: 11). Man should not be a thoroughfare for
things but a sanctuary where prayer is wont to be made. He has deeper
yearnings which run out into the Being of God.

I am all want and hunger; this faint heart
Pines for a fulness which it finds not here:

One of the most moving television interviews was with the late
Gilbert Harding. It seemed from his tearful answers that his life was
devoid of purpose and direction. At university and during the war he
had turned his back upon God. Now in middle age he did not know
where he belonged or where he was going. Academic distinctions and
television notoriety could not satiate his restlessness for God. Whatan
exposure of a soul's agony before millions of viewers! And what of
the judgment hereafter? Be warned!

Not what I am, 0 Lord, but what Thou art!
That, that alone can be my soul's true rest;

What then is the supreme good towards which God combines every
thing in heaven and earth? It is the astounding revelation of
conformity 'to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren' (v.29). With the fall of Adam and the ruin of ~

the race the image of God in man was defaced. Man's capacity for ~ ..
divine fellowship was marred by sin's revolt. Yet that calamity was
within God's working for good as also the sending of His beloved
Son, the Last Adam, Who is the express image of the invisible God.
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For God purposed His elect's salvation in Christ, so that conformed
to His likeness (PhiI 3: 10) they might be brethren of Him Who has
pioneered the way home.

In the building of Solomon's temple 'there was neither hammer nor
axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house. So in making believers
partakers of the divine nature God works patiently in their interests.
Without fuss and advance publicity He builds them up into a temple
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6: 19). He shapes and transforms them into
conformity with Christ noiselessly, lovingly, gloriously. Thus they
begin to resemble their Elder Brother in character and sufferings and
the glory to come.

More of Thyself, 0 shew me hour by hour,
More of Thy glory, 0 my God and Lord;
More of Thyself, in all Thy grace and power,
More of Thy love and truth, Incarnate Word!

to them that love God
Obviously this splendid workmanship is limited to 'them that love
God'. Only new men in Christ can love God. Only they love what God
loves and hate what God hates. In other words, only those who love
Him appreciate His love to them in working everything for their good.

Not that everything turns out exactly as they expect, even though
they love God (Eph 3:20). But since their supreme good consists in
likeness to Christ nothing less will please their Heavenly Father.

On the other hand the natural man neither receives nor discerns the
things of the Spirit of God (1 Cor 2: 14). Consequently he tends to
resent what happens to him. Life's disappointments and sorrows, far
from humbling him and working for his eternal good, may work for
his rebellion, ruin and eternal retribution. But love looks beyond pain
to what God has in store (l Cor 2:9,10).

The love of Jesus, what it is
None but His loved ones know.

Moreover this love originates with the call of God. 'Them that love
God' is the manward side. 'Them who are called' the Godward side.
None can love God except the called of God (Jer. 31 :3, John 6:37,44).
And they are called out of sin and death to grace and salvation, by the
Spirit's internal calling. Under the Spirit's conviction of sin, and
righteousness and judgment to come, they are brought to repentance
and receive the gift of faith in their Saviour (Eph. 2:8). Hence to love
God is proof that the Spirit's call is an effectual call that enlightens the 
mind, releases the will and draws the penitent to trust in Christ for
time and eternity.
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Further God's calling into His love in Christ-we love Him because
He first loved us-is according to His purpose. It has nothing to do
with human merit and attainment (4:5,2 Tim 1:9, Titus 3:5). It has
everything to do with His eternal purpose which cannot be defeated.
'For whom He did foreknow (choose in love Deut. 7:6-8, Eph. 1:4, 1
Peter I :2), He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
His son--(appoint beforehand to Christlikeness, the opposite of
favouritism and fatalism Eph I :5,11)--them He also called (by the
word and Spirit to their conversion and regeneration 10:14, Eph
1:18)--also justified (acquitted of sin's punishment and declared
righteous in Christ 3:24)--also glorified (at His second Advent in
bodies like His risen body of glory Phil 3:21). Marvellous indeed is the
salvation of the elect in accord with His purpose from eternity to
eternity.

Tis what I know of thee my Lord and God
That fills my soul with peace, my lips with song.

What a heartening word for present trials! The invincibility of
God's eternal purpose guarantees future glory, that what He has
planned will be completed, that evil-doers and setbacks need not
discourage His own. For in taking after Christ they know that God is
working with them in everything for good. They echo Paul's
affirmation 'And we know--' Their life in Christ is one long tale of
grace to help in time of need.

Thou art my health, my joy, my staff, my rod;
Leaning on Thee in weakness I am strong.

And what of your present and future state? Is it well with your soul
and the Lord? To take the measure of yourslf within the outreach of
Calvary's love leads by the Spirit's enabling to godly sorrow unto
repentance. How humble the confession, 'God, be merciful to me, a
sinner'. Yet how thrilling to testify with all the people of God to His
pardoning and redeeming love in Christ; to say like the apostle 'And I
know too' that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are called according to His purpose. May it be so
for His name's sake.

Please remember The Gospel Magazine when making your will, or
add a codicil.

r,
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Points From First Peter
HERBERT M. CARSON

This article, along with the rest of the series, was first published in the
<Free Grace Record'.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprink
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be
multiplied (l Pet. 1. 1 and 2).

The letter of the Apostle Peter was written to scattered groups of
believers. Clearly they were believers who were already facing times of
testing and might well have to face increasing persecution in the days
ahead. Now when Christians are thus, as it were, on the defensive, one
of two things often happens; either they become discouraged and
depressed by the difficulties of the way, or else they tend to
compromise. This then is a very practical word of exhortation to
them. In view of the testing that they are facing, they are called upon
to endure, to go on to the end. It is, indeed the typical New Testament
call to go on in holiness of life and to faith which is no passing phase
of enthusiasm, but a steady persistent experience.
First-Doctrine

It is significant that with this practical appeal, this call to
endurance, Peter begins with a statement of profound doctrine. He
bases his call on the doctrine of the Trinity. Now the modern approach
is very different. In many Churches these days we are told that the
need is for practical sermons not doctrinal ones; for deeds rather than
dogma; indeed at the moment doctrine is very much out of favour.
The New Testament writers would have found it completely
impossible to understand this kind of outlook. Can you imagine a
man beginning to build a house without a blue print, or a general
going away to campaign without having formulated his plan of
campaign in advance? The apostles would not have understood the
kind of talk which says, 'let us have practice rather than doctrine.'
They would have said that without doctrine there cannot be any
practice. How can you possibly think in terms of living the Christian
life if you do not know what it means to be a Christian; if you do not
know the nature of the God who has called you; if you do not realise
the purpose for which He has called you?
Then-Practice

When you turn to these New Testament epistles, not only to this
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one, but also to the epistles of Paul, this is constantly the
pattern-First the doctrine, then the practical application. First, an
understanding of the great truths of the gospel; then, a demonstration
of how these truths work out in life. It is when we understand and
appreciate the doctrine, that our minds are enlightened. It is then that
we begin to understand just what God is doing. When we have some
understanding of what God purposes, we see, in a sense, in what
direction we are going. We realise that to live life in the Christian way
is not to drift along from day to day; life becomes purposive, directed
and controlled by our underlying understanding of who God is and
what God is doing. Furthermore, it makes us realise that the Christian
life is not something that we are formulating, that this is not our
scheme, but that this is the mighty thing which God is doing through
us. This is something that gives point and stimulus to Christian living
and action. Indeed, this is the great word of encouragement. We look
around and we see problems besetting us, we see ourselves perhaps as
a minority; but when we realise that God Almighty is at work and that
that which we are attempting to do is part of His eternal plan and
purpose, our Christian life is lifted to a new level and we are
strengthened and established.

So Peter here, in writing his epistle which is a practical call for
godliness of life, begins with the work of the Trinity in the salvation of
God's people. The Father elects or chooses; the Spirit sanctifies or sets
apart; the Lord Jesus Christ sheds His precious blood that He might
purchase the redemption of those whom God has thus elected and
whom the Spirit sanctifies. I propose to deal first with the work of
God the Father. We must not forget, however, that while we are thus
dealing with this truth separately in order to get our minds clear and to
concentrate upon it, we cannot, for obvious reasons, separate the
work of the Father from the work of the Son or that of the Holy
Spirit.

The Work of God the Father
What is the truth which Peter emphasises here, as he deals with the

place or the work of God the Father in the salvation of His people? He
writes to those who are 'elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father' (verse 2). So he introduces at once the doctrine ofelection,
of God's choice of His people. Now I know that this is a doctrine
which so often causes 'fluttering in the dove-cotes', one that, so often,
the saints ignore because they are not very sure of their ground. They
are rather doubtful about this doctrine. As a result, because the
central passages in Romans deal so much with this doctrine and are
therefore rather difficult to understand, they tend to turn rather

".
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quickly from the end of chapter 8 in Romans to the beginning of
chapter 12. For the very same reason they turn quickly across the first
two chapters of Ephesians and ignore a great deal of what the Lord
says in John 6.

To put it like that is surely to emphasise that in the New Testament
this doctrine of election is neither something to be ignored nor of
which to be slightly ashamed. It is something that is introduced for a
very practical purpose-to encourage God's people. Paul says at the
end of Romans 8, 'All things work together for good to them that love
God' (verse 28). We rejoice in that text, especially in times of trouble,
but Paul gives you the reason for the text. He says, 'Why?' 'Because
whom He did foreknow, them He also did predestinate, and whom He
did predestinate, them He also called' (verse 29). For Paul, this was
not an academic truth to be discussed and considered. This was
something that gave point and direction to his ministry and to his
living. Indeed, Paul doubtless recalled that occasion when, in Corinth,
he was facing the apathy and the godlessness of the place, and it was
this doctrine which nerved his arm for the evangelistic task to which
God had called him. God meets him and says, 'I have much people in
this City, and through your preaching, you are to call them out' (Acts
18).

So here the apostle Peter puts it right in the forefront. It is indeed in
the forefront. In the English version here, 'elect' appears at the
beginning of verse 2. In actual fact, in the original, it is virtually the
first word in the epistle, in the sense that as soon as he has introduced
'Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ', the first thing he has to say is that
this letter is for the elect. 'Realise' he says, 'how important this is.'
Are you facing discouragement or persecution? Well, here is a great
truth which will undergird you and strengthen you. Are you hearing
the call to go out and be a witness, to live to the glory of God in a
pagan world? Here is the great truth that is going to strengthen you
for the task; you have been chosen by God Almighty.

Foreknowledge
Let us look, first of all, at the governing factor, the ground, of this

election-this choice. It says that you are 'elect (if you are a believer),
according to the foreknowledge of God the -Father.' It is the same
pattern as Romans 8.29. 'Whom He did foreknow, them He did
predestinate.' Now the question is, what does Peter mean, what did
Paul mean in Romans 8, by 'foreknowledge'? What does it mean that
God knew beforehand those whom He would choose?

One suggestion which is made, and one which I believe to be
inadequate, as I will try to demonstrate, is this. God knows the end
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from the beginning; the whole of history is an open book to Him. He
knows in advance what will happen, who will respond to the gospel,
and in that sense, knowing who will respond, He chooses those who
will respond. Well now, from one point of view, that theory solves a
great many of the problems. We do not have to ponder the great issues
of God's justice in the matter. But it is just too neat a solution. Not
only that, but it robs the word 'choice' of any meaning at all. To say
that God knows what a man will do and therefore God chooses him,
is, as I say, to empty the word 'choice' of any meaning. In no sense
can God really be said to choose him; in fact it takes the initiative out
ofGod's hands altogether. It is man who does the choosing, not God.
If God simply knows in advance what the response of man is going to
be, what man's decision is going to be, then quite clearly, the person
who is supreme in this whole matter is not God but man. To say that
God 'chose' is just to say something that has no meaning at all. What
we are saying if we adopt this interpretation is that God knows how
man will choose. Peter does not say that! Peter is saying, God knows
how He will choose; it is God who chose according to His
foreknowledge.

You see, behind this attempt to explain, lies something much more
fundamental. When you go back to Genesis and to the narrative of the
fall of man, you discover that what lies at the heart of the trouble is
man's pride. Man refuses to take the lower place. Man does not want
to be the creature. Man does not want to be utterly dependent upon
his Creator. Man would like to assert himself and, of course, if the
whole thing turns upon man doing the choosing, man has asserted
himself. He can stand perfectly erect; his independence is retained. He
is master of the situation. He decides and he chooses, and ultimately
he puts God in his debt. God, says Scripture, will be no man's debtor.
The whole work of salvation is so ordered that man may be humbled,
that no man should glory, that no man should boast. The initiative is
with God. God takes the first step. So, surely, when the Bible talks
about the foreknowledge of God, it means not that God knows what
man will do; but that God knows what He Himself will do. God
chooses because God knows how He Himself will act.

When Peter was preaching to the Jews in the early days, as recorded
in the Acts of the Apostles, and speaking about the death of Christ, he
was probing as it were into the central truths of that death. He says,
'Him (Christ), being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, you have by wicked hands crucified and slain'
(2.23). 'You took Him', he says, 'You crucified Him'; 'you did Him to
death, but it was by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God'; and the word 'determinate' qualifies both those words; it was

I•
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by His determinate counsel and by His determinate foreknowledge.
You see, God is not just made to look like one of His own prophets,
able to see the future and to foretell. God is supreme. He is in control.
He knows in advance that which He will do. So the death of Christ
was by His determinate foreknowledge.

Do you recall the Lord Jesus that day when he fed the five
thousand? He asks one of the apostles, 'What are we to do?' and
John's comment in his gospel is this: 'This is what Jesus said to prove
hiI:n,-for He Himself knew what He would do' (6. 5-6). He was not
dependent on the solution that would come from the lips of the
apostle. He knew Himself. He had determined in advance what He
would do. He was not improvising. He was not moving from moment
to moment. He knew in advance what His plan was.

When the Bible speaks about the foreknowledge of God, it is simply
saying this: God is not a man; God does not work as we work. We
meet the situations as they emerge. Of course we have our plans but
they can only be tentative, because the future is a closed book as far as
we are concerned. We do not know how thing's will develop and so as
each new or unexpected situation arises, we attempt to meet it. The
Bible says, God is not like this. God is not groping His way tentatively
forward, unsure as to the way men will move. God knows, and whom
He does foreknow, them He also chooses. God, you see, is not pathet
ically waiting for men in order that He may find in what way His plan
will develop. God knows that which He plans. God's purpose is not
something hastily devised in face of a changing situation. God's plan
and purpose was a fact from all eternity. That is why Paul, writing to
the Ephesians, says, 'You were chosen in Christ'. When?-not last
year, or the year before, but 'before the foundation of the world' (1.
4). Says Peter, 'you are elect according to the foreknowledge of God'.

Election
Let us look at this word 'elect'. What does it mean? A word which

we might use is 'select'. God's election is, if you like, God's selection.
What do we mean by that? Well, when we speak of selection, we
presume that there is a variety of people or things from which we may
choose. Now God is speaking here about His elect, His chosen ones.
From whom did He choose them? He chose them, clearly, from
humanity at large, from mankind. Now who are mankind; what do
they constitute? According to the Bible, they constitute a kingdom
which is in rebellion against God. Man, in sin, is man shaking his fist
in the face of his Creator. Man, in sin, is a rebel, for sin is ultimately
the transgression of the law of God. It is from this rebellious mass of
humanity that God in His mercy has chosen some to salvation.
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Immediately someone asks the question, 'why should He choose
some?' The real question surely is not 'why should He choose some:
but 'why should He choose any?' None of us had any claim upon His
mercy. His justice would have been fully vindicated had He destroyed
or neglected us all. All are sinful. In spite of all the mercy He shows
us; of the grace which He manifests in causing His sun to rise upon the
evil and the good; in spite of His goodness, in providing for our daily
food, in sending His Son to be the Saviour and in declaring the tidings
of the gospel; men refuse, reject and repudiate His law. Man has no
claims, therefore, none whatsoever! If God thus chooses, it is entirely
of His free grace and mercy.

This choice is deliberate. In fact choice, if it is not deliberate, ceases
to be choice. It is not something at random, something haphazard.
When you choose, you deliberately take a certain course of action. So
to speak of God electing is to speak of God acting with deliberation;
and it speaks, surely, of God acting with a sovereign deliberation. God
acts as the King, as one who has power, and as one who has authority.
Choice, if it is to be effective, implies both authority and power. When
God chooses, He acts with authority. Why has He this authority?
Because He is our Creator; He has made us; we are His workmanship;
everything about us we owe to Him. He has absolute authority and all
power belongs to Him. 'Elect,' says Peter, 'chosen'; chosen
deliberately by the King; chosen mercifully and graciously by the
King; chosen according to His plan and purpose; according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father.

When we deal with this subject, questions often arise in our hearts,
and they are not just mere intellectual ones. Often they cause real
travail of spirit. We cry from our hearts for an answer because they
raise the problem of God's justice-Can God thus act and still be just?
What is the answer? The answer is surely this; It is God who is acting
thus-not man. 'Elect, according to the foreknowledge of God. ' To
realise that it is God who is acting should ultimately silence our
objections. Why? I have said already, God is our Creator. As our
Creator He has absolute authority, and we do well to submit before
Him. God is the Judge. What is the cry of faith in Scripture? 'Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right?' (Gen. 18.25). Do I imagine
that with my sinful mind, with my poor inadequate idea of justice, I
know better about righteousness than God Himself? He is the Judge;
He will, and He does, do right.

Is not this Paul's approach in Romans? The objection is made,
'Why doth He yet find fault, for who hath resisted His will?'
Someone, as it were, in an agony, is saying, 'Is this just? Is it right
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what you are putting forward?' Paul stands at this point; he can go no
further; and he says, 'Who art thou that repliest against God? Shall
the thing formed say to Him that formed it, Why hast thou made me
thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay?' (9. 19-21). It is a
tremendous statement. It is a solemn statement. It is a humbling
statement, bringing men down into the very dust. I am not 'the master
of my fate and the captain of my soul'. God Almighty holds me in the
hollow of His hand. I do well to realise this fact. When I turn to Christ
I am not turning to approve the gospel in some superior fashion. I am
coming as a miserable rebel, crying that God in His mercy will stoop
to one such as I am and save me.

It is God who thus elects, but it is 'God the Father.' In a sense this is
the ultimate answer to our questioning. When I cry from my heart and
seek an answer to the tremendous problems that beset me, as I
consider this election, this choice by God, the word comes-This God
is not some remote deity, cold and austere, this God is the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Have you got problems about this doctrine?
Peter would say, Go back to Calvary. Stano there upon that holy
ground; look at the One who was crucified, that blood that was shed.
There is love-love so amazing, so divine. When I cannot understand
God's ways, when His dealings are beyond my comprehension, when
His eternal purposes and plans dwarf my imagining, I go back there.
There is God in action. There is God working out His purpose. There
is God, the God of tender mercy and compassion, acting on behalf of
sinners. If God has thus acted, no-one dare question His love. And if I
cannot question His justice because He is God, the Judge of all the
earth, no more dare I question His mercy when I look at Calvary.

The Truth Applied
Yes, it is a troublesome truth, in a sense, to the mind, but what a

glorious truth it is for the heart! It should bring us low before God, in
wonder, love and praise. To think that God Almighty against whom I
have sinned, the King against whom I have rebelled, has stooped to
me, and made me His own. This is a truth to give assurance.

When we go out to commend the gospel, to reach out to those who
are without Christ and to speak to them of the Saviour; we know very
well that we will face difficulties from without and from within. How
are we to stand? Surely we stand upon this glorious truth. Our
salvation is not some hobby we have taken up, some whim of ours,
some plan that we have devised; our salvation is something that God
purposed from all eternity. That is why we can go out with confidence
and with assurance; no, not with pride and self-sufficiency; all that He
has done He has done to humble us. We may go out, however, with

Continued on page 84
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For Younger Readers
Call Upon Me

The Mixtec language had never been written before; Ken Pike had
come from North America to Southern Mexico to learn the language
of these Mexican Indians, to write it, and to translate the word of God
into it. '

It was now December, 1937, and Ken was beginning to despair. He
was finding the Mixtec language very difficult to understand. There
was a Mixtec Indian, Lucas, who was supposed to be helping him
study the language, but he was not of much help. He had only come
seven days that month. Now, as Ken watched Lucas approach on the
last morning of the year, he knew that Lucas was drunk. He would not
be of much use to Ken that day.

The next morning, New Year's Day, 1938, Ken Pike got up before
sunrise. He started along the trail leading up the mountain which
overlooked the village where he lived. He had only a Bible in his hand.
When he got near the top of the mountain, he turned off the track,
found a quiet spot among the pine trees, and knelt down. There,
among the pine needles that lay on the ground, Ken thanked his God
for all the blessings he had received. Then he got off his knees, settled
himself with his back against a tree trunk, and began to read. He read
in the Bible about the greatness and wisdom of God, and of how he was
able and willing to answer prayer. Ken got on his knees again. He
prayed for a Mixtec Indian who would be of more help to his work
than Lucas had been. He thought of how important it was for him to
learn the language. He remembered missionaries who were even then
working among other tribes, studying the Zapotec and the Mazatec
languages. These languages were somewhat like Mixtec; if only Ken
could learn to translate Mixtec, he could help these other missionaries
to learn their languages too. High among these mountains of Southern
Mexico, Ken brought these concerns to the One who was able to
attend to them all. After a while he slept. He spent the whole day like
that-sometimes reading, sometimes praying, sometimes just resting.
At dusk he made his way down the mountain track again, and entered
the door of his hut:

As Ken looked in his supplies for something to eat, a figure
appeared in the doorway and a man came quietly in. He watched Ken
move around the hut for a while, and then he spoke. He offered to
help Ken with his language work. This late visitor, LaIo, was a
hardworking man. The Mixtec depended for their food on what they
could grow themselves, and LaIo would have to be in his cornfield
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early in the day. But if he could come to Ken at 5 o'clock in the
morning he could help him for two hours before going to the
cornfield. How thankful Ken was that even before that day had
closed, God had answered his prayer.

Throughout the first month of 1938, Ken Pike worked hard. He
made up long lists of words, and yet there was still a matter which
greatly concerned him. The same word sometimes meant something
different, depending on how it was said. It seemed that if you said it in
a high pitch it meant something; while if you said it in a low pitch it
meant something else. More and more Ken felt the importance of the
pitch at which a word was said.

Again, at the end of the month, he took his problems with him to
the mountain top. Again, he prayed for the 165,000 Mixtecs who did
not have the word of God. He prayed also for the thousands of
Mazatecs and Zapotecs. He prayed that God would help him to
understand the Mixtec in such a way tha~ he could help those who
were still struggling to understand these other languages. Again at
dusk he descended, and for two more days he fought to master the
tones of Mixtec in the early morning. But after that second day he had
made a great discovery. He came to see how Mixtec words could be
said in any of three different levels of voice, and he also saw that the
pitch of one word could sometimes affect the pitch of other words
which lay near it.

'Do you have a pistol?'
The two young American ladies stopped and stared. They were just

beginning a night journey over the mountains, accompanied by six
men, and they were being asked if they possessed a pistol! It was Ken's
sister and her friend. They had been working for a time on the
Mazatec language, had returned to the United States for a time, and
now they were coming back to Southern Mexico. Now, ready to trek
to the village of San Fernando, they learned that even the men who
had pistols were afraid of robbers. Eunice and her friend had no
pistol, but they did not turn back. At one stage they heard pistol shots,
but they got to San Fernando safe and well. After that they carried on
to Chalco, the village where they had stayed among the Mazatecs
before.

Eunice and Florrie had grown used to the Mazatec way of life on
their previous stay. They were familiar with their thatched-roof
houses. They had experienced the hot summer days and the times in
winter when Mazatec families gave up work and gathered round their
little fires, the logs spreading out like spokes from the hub of a wheel.
They were used to the Mazatecs' dress, the women with their long
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cotton skirts and the men with white cotton trousers and shirts of
yellow, blue, pink or sometimes green.

But they were still having problems with the language. When they
changed to another tutor at one stage, the new tutor asked them a
question to which they answered 'yes'. The answer was greeted with
loud laughter by the Mazatecs, because the question had been' 'Are
you going to marry here?' The American ladies had thought the
question meant, 'Are you going to work here?' One word in both the
questions was the same, but said at two different pitches.

They were beginning to get rather discouraged when Ken arrived.
He had brought Lalo with him, and together they tried to explain to
Eunice and Florrie the importance of the pitch of a word. LaIo would
sit for hours and repeat sentences in Mixtec which Ken would say.
Every now and then Ken would say a word at a wrong pitch. At
first Lalo would sleepily repeat Ken's words. Then as he heard himself
use a wrong pitch, his chin would jerk off his chest, he would say 'No,
no', and he would repeat the sentence with that word at the right pitch.

It was slow and painful work, but it was necessary for the
translation of the word of God into the language of those Indians
living high up in the mountains of Southern Mexico. And it was work
in which these missionaries knew the truth of the word of God: Call
upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee: and thou shalt
glorify me.
NOTE: Most of the material for the above article is taken from 'Not
Alone' by Eunice V. Pike, published by Moody Press, Chicago.

Points From First Peter (Continued from page 81)

this conviction: 'If God be for us, who can be against us' (Rom. 8.31).
The call, on the basis of this very truth, is just this-If God has called
and chosen you, He will assuredly continue His work; therefore, lift
up your heart and go forward.
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George Tybout Purves
ROBERT RODGERS
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It is a matter for regret that contemporary saints do not always
remember those who, in a past generation, have rendered signal
service in the cause of Jesus Christ. Some outstanding saints of a
former age are now largely forgotten simply because they have been
eclipsed by some brighter star in their galaxy or because they have left
little or nothing by the way of publications by which to be
remembered. Others, like the subject of this brief sketch, have been
allowed to fall into the background despite their former appeal and
the quality of their publications. It may not be amiss, therefore, to call
to the attention of saints now living the diligence and devotion to
Christ of one who has gone before them into Heaven.

A preacher of the gospel
George Tybout Purves, D.D.,LL.D., was, above and beyond all

things, a preacher of the Gospel. "He was", according to the
testimony of Dr. John H. Skilton, "one of the most admired and
effective preachers of his day-one who rejoiced in preaching the
Word and in bringing to expression in the pulpit the results of devoted
study." His colleague on the faculty of Princeton Seminary, Professor
John De Witt (1842-1923), who heard him preach on very many
occasions, regarded him as "an exceptionally great preacher".

Though in his preaching he enjoyed perfect freedom from his man
uscript, he did carry fairly full notes into the pulpit. This method of
preparation enabled him to combine freedom in delivery with
precision of language and the habit thus formed stood him in good
stead when, as happened on more than one occasion, he was called
upon to speak when he had been given no opportunity for preparation
at all. "At such times," wrote Dr. De Witt, "he surprised and delighted
me by the spontaneous methodizing of his mind and the clearness and
grace of his speech".

It is to his habit of preparing full notes that we owe the posthumous
publication of volumes of his sermons and sermon notes. A volume of
such sermons appeared in the series "The Presbyterian Pulpit" and is
entitled "The Sinless Christ". The sermons exhibit the lucidity of
thought, exegetical skill and graceful expression for which Purves was
justly renowned. Of course, cold print does not convey the emotional
fervour with which his sermons were evidently delivered. His own
emotional involvement in the delivery of his sermons was transmitted
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to his auditors so that they found his preaching powerful and compel
ling. It is little wonder that he was called upon to occupy some of the
most influential pulpits in the land.

Dr. Purves was Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Pitts
burgh before accepting a call to the Chair of New Testament
Literature and Exegesis in Princeton Theological Seminary in 1892.
Whilst there, in fact, such was his love of preaching that he supplied
the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church in Princeton from 1897
and assumed the pastorate, in addition to his professorial duties, in
1899. When he resigned both positions in 1900 it was to undertake the
pastorate of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York. He had
been overworking during his last few years at Princeton, despite
failing health, and was permitted to occupy his New York pulpit for
only eighteen months. He died on the 24th September 1901, three days
short of his forty-ninth birthday.

It is not always the case that a great preacher excels in the other
aspects of pastoral work but Purves appears to have combined to a
rare degree exceptional gifts in the various departments of his work.
He took a keen interest in the people with whom he came into contact,
was loved as a devoted and loyal friend and earnestly sought the
spiritual well-being of others. Many sought his counsel and the grace
and wisdom which he brought to bear upon any problem combined to
produce an indelible impression upon those whom he sought to help.
One quality that most impressed his friends was Purves' loving loyalty
to Jesus Christ, his Redeemer, Lord and Friend. Again, Dr. De Witt
had to say, "I never knew a better pastor than Dr. Purves was when in
Princeton".

Teaching at Princeton
Purves and De Witt had both commenced teaching at Princeton

Seminary in 1892. Both had studied under Charles Hodge, De Witt
being a member of the 1862-1864 class.

Purves and B.B. Warfield had been class-mates at Princeton and
graduated in 1876, though Purves remained at the Seminary for a
further year of specialised study in New Testament under Hodge and
Old Testament under W.H. Green.

De Witt had gone on to pastorates and, before his call to the Chair
of Church History at Princeton, to professorships at both Lane and
Mc. Cormick Seminaries. Interestingly, both seminaries had

.'
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approached Purves during his pastorate at the First Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh with calls to undertake a professorship with
them.

When he came to Princeton he occupied a Chair as successor to
Caspar Wistar Hodge, Snr., who, with such worthies as Robert Watts
and J. P. Boice, had trained under Caspar's famous father Charles
Hodge. In going to Princeton, Purves became colleague to his old
mentor, Professor W.H. Green, who died in 1900 after more than
fifty years' service to the Seminary. That was the year in which Purves
resigned to move to New York, where he died the following year.

As a teacher of theology Purves was extremely successful. "He
was," says Or. J .H. Skilton, "a conscientious scholar, a skilful
exegete, careful in his judgments and conclusions, zealous for truth."
He loved the Word of God and received it as the "absolutely truthful
and inspired record of God's gracious revelation to sinful man and as
the infallible rule of religious faith and life" (De Witt). He was, of
course, a New Testament specialist and Or. De Witt was of the
opinion that Purves knew the later Scriptures as few men know them.

This grasp of the New Testament and cognate studies is evidenced in
his publications and in particular in two books with which he enriched
all succeeding generations. The first of these, entitled "The Testimony
of Justin Martyr to Early Christianity", comprises The Stone Lectures
delivered at Princeton by Dr. Purves in 1899. The second concerns,
"Christianity in the Apostolic Age" and bears that title. It was
published in 1900 when he was leaving the Seminary. It bears the
following inscription: "To my colleagues in the Faculty of Princeton
Theological Seminary with whom I have spent eight happy years
devoted to the study of God's Word and whose fritmdship'will not
cease although we may no longer toil together ihis volume is
affectionately dedicated".

Numerous articles flowed from his pen and appeared in various
religious periodicals and his expertise was pressed into service in
connection with the Hastings and Davis Dictionaries of the Bible.

Though it was comparatively brief, Dr. Purves made an exceptional
contribution to the witness of the Christian Church to Jesus Christ.
His friends scarcely knew which aspect of his manifold talents to
admire most though no doubt all would agree with the assessment of'
Dr. John De Witt when he wrote. "The living whole was far greater
than the sum of all the parts".
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Book Reviews
A Lifting up for The Downcast by William Bridge (Banner of
Truth, 287pp, paperback, £1.50).

The publishers are to be commended for reprinting this puritan
classic. It consists of thirteen sermons preached on Psalm 42: 11 by
Bridge at Stepney in 1648. It is a tonic for distressed souls today quite
as much as for those of 300 years ago.

The author commences with the statement that believers are
ordinarily endued with' 'inward peace and quietness of soul" and then
proceeds to recognise that such peace may be "interrupted" -not
destroyed. He examines nine causes of discouragement in Christians
and provides from the Word of God the appropriate "lifting up". He
exhorts "if there be ever a poor, drooping, doubting, fearing,
trembling heart.. .know that I do here in the name of the Lord call out
to you and say, 0 soul, man or woman, venture, venture, venture
upon Christ now... " This is a work to be kept at hand by every
Christian and to be turned to frequently. H.J.W.L.

The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment by Jeremiah
Burroughs (Banner of Truth, 228pp, £1.50).

Our present age manifests discontent more plainly than ever before;
such is a main cause of crime, violence, industrial troubles, and much
unhappiness. This puritan paperback is therefore appropriate for such
a time as this, which may well bear Burrough's description of his own
period, namely, "these sad and sinking times".

Addressing believers, the author says: "Christian contentment is
that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious frame of spirit, which freely
submits to and delights in God's wise and fatherly disposal in every
condition". He goes on to show that "One who is contented in a
Christian way is the most contented man in the world and yet the most
unsatisfied man in the world" -unsatisfied with "the enjoyment of all
the world". "A gracious heart is not satisfied without this: to have the
God of mercy, as well as the mercy." After dealing with the "sin of
murmuring" and "the excesses of a discontented heart", he concludes
with most helpful and practical advice on "How to Attain Content
ment". This little book will help its readers to learn the truth of its
author's statement: "You may live happy lives in the midst of all the
storms and tempests in the world. There is an ark that you may come
into, and no men in the world may live such comfortable, cheerful and
contented lives as the saints of God. Oh that we had learned this
lesson!". A "Rare Jewel" indeed!
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"The Unsearchable Riches of Christ" by D. M. L1oyd-Jones
(Banner of Truth, 315pp, hardback, £4).

This exposition of Ephesians chapter three consists of 24 sermons
preached by Dr. Lloyd-Jones. It is as well to remember that these are
sermons and that the volume is not purely and simply a commentary.
To those of us who have heard the Doctor in person, the manner of
approach is familiar: an explanation of the meaning of the text (with
often a criticism of mistaken interpretations), the following of the
Apostle's argument, the application to present situations in general, in
the Church, and especially to the individual believer.

The emphasis of the Epistle-and of this exposition-is well
summed up in Dr. Lloyd-Jones' own words: "But, above all, I
emphasize and repeat that God's plan is always in terms of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He is both centre and circumference, He is everything,
all is fulfilled in Him". Such is the author's thorough treatment of the
profundities of verses 17-19 that he takes up over half of the book
with them. As he says, "We are here face t.o face with the highest
heights of the Christian life and of what is possible for us as Christian
people. It is therefore not an easy portion of Scripture. But there is
nothing which is more glorious".

Truly, this volume helps the reader to grasp much of this glory. The
production is in the usual Banner excellence, although we observe a
few typographical errors.

H.J.W.L.

Lectures on Revivals. w. B. Sprague: Banner of Truth Trust:
Price £4, pp. 287 + 165.

The subject of revivals is one which has fallen upon evil days. The
kind of revival crusade now so common was likened by Dr. Kennedy
in his pamphlet Hyper-Evangelism to the hectic seizures of a patient
about to die. There may have been an element of hyperbole here, but
it does seem that such planned revivalism has done little to raise the
general spirit of religion in the land.

Or. Sprague writes from direct experience of revival on a local level.
Such a standpoint has its strengths and its weaknesses. On the one hand,
the comments in some chapters are somewhat limited in their
relevance to the situation in which the writer was placed. On the other
hand, chapters such as Treatment due to A wakened Sinners have
permanent value, and they are all the more acute in analysis and
treatment from the fact that experience of revivals gave the
opportunity to deal with many such cases. Likewise, in Defence of
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Revivals, Or. Sprague is able to draw on his own experience to counter
objections which were then, and still are, made. By no means does he
turn a blind eye to 'animal enthusiasm' and the dangers connected
therewith. But he notes that, where genuine excitement about any
topic, however mundane, prevails, it will be accompanied by
enthusiasm. Hence it is not surprising though religious concerns-the
most momentous of aB-would excite a degree of passion. The
distinction made between the basis of heightened religious concern
and the accompanying excitement goes far towards countering the
arguments of Or. Wm. Sargent who seems to see revivals as based
merely on psychological forces.

Charles Simeon wrote of this volume, 'A most valuable book... I
love the good sense of Or. Sprague'. Good sense is indeed in evidence.
Or. Sprague avoids the extremes of hyper-Calvinism and
Arminianism. He emphasises in his chapter on Divine Agency the fact
that it is 'not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit'. And yet in his
chapter on General Means of Producing and Promoting Revivals, he
directs his Joshuas and Zerubbabels, 'Let not your hands be slack'.

The last third of the book is taken up with accounts by various
ministers of their experiences in relation to revivals. This acts as a
valuable counter-poise to those sections of the book which are mainly
theoretical in character.

S.F.T.

From Grace to Glory. Meditations on the Book of Psalms.
Murdoch Campbell. Banner of Truth. 206pp. £1.50.

There are several gracious commentaries on the Psalms at present
available; but this smaller volume, in simple modern language, is
concerned to draw one central theme from each psalm, with
illustration from the wide reading of the author. It is very suitable for
private devotion, family reading, or as introduction to group
devotional study. It will broaden the understanding and deepen the
experience of a work of grace in the heart.

I said to an experienced christian who caBed on me, 'Which is your
favourite psalm?' (excluding 23 and other general favourites). She
replied, 'The 51st.' Then I said, 'Will you read this, while you wait for
me, and teB me if it is meaningful to you?' When I returned she said,
'That was the very message I needed just now, and quoted, "There is
to the ear of God more music in the sighs of His people than in the
songs of angels".'

The comments are fuB of encouragement to the spiritual christian.
W.J.P.
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The Rich Man and Lazarus. Brownlow North. Banner of Truth.
125pp.80p.

A series of nine addresses by Brownlow North delivered in the open
air in Northern Ireland during the 1859 Revival. They come straight
from the heart of a rich man from Eton and Oxford, who was
converted to God in the midst of a carefree career in 1854. They speak
of the eternal realities and truths to be faced by every man born into
this world. They express in simple and forceful language, easily under
stood, the responsibility of every man for the souls of his neighbours.

In sharp contrast is the spate of books in recent years which rather
concentrate on the problem of what we should do for poor Lazarus to
move him from the rich man's gate before he dies. All challenges to
christian social action are secondary to the fundamental challenge of
this book, till the message of salvation has been faced and accepted.

If all professing christians were to act on the "Six short rules for
Young Christians" (the last item by Brownlow North in this book),
what an explosive force would be released for spiritual and social
blessing!

W.J.P.

Learning to Live For God. C. D. Maire. Evangelical Press. pp
119. £1.65.
This is a most attractively produced book, such as we have come to

expect from the E.P. The contents are arranged in three groups: The
Major Doctrines, How to Become a Christian, and What the Christian
Life Means in Practice. The book is based on a series of studies first
broadcast over Radio ELWA in West Africa in French. The Appendix
contains a most useful Analysis, and lists of questions for group study
and discussion. It is a tribute to the care that has been put into the
book's preparation that it could satisfy most Evangelicals as a book
for senior Sunday School children, or people of almost any age who
are just becoming serious in their approach to religion.

The moral teaching is very clear and helpful, e.g. on the seventh
commandment, enforced again in the chapter on "the world", but I
feel that stronger guidance is needed in the English scene on the fourth
commandment. What about things like television? Our young people
need guidance over this, and a number of other recent developments. I
was very glad however to see the clear statement that "a pastor or
evangelist should never accept political office, for wherever leaders of
churches have been involved in politics, confusion has resulted."

W.J.P.


