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Editorial

49

The serious situation confronting us as a nation is all too obvious. The
deep-rooted problems are very complex and at times they lead to much
bitterness.

What is our immediate responsibility as Christian people in this pre
sent situation? The answer is to be found in the Apostle's direction to
Timothy-"I exhort therefore that first of all supplications, prayers,
intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all men; for kings, and
for all that are in authority" (I Timothy 2: 1,2).

We should note the priority of prayer-"first of all". Prayer is the
most important exercise in which we can engage. So often, prayer is
only a last resort. Prayer ought to play a vital part in our national life.
By prayer we can help to strengthen and sweeten the life of the nation.

A moment's reflection will show us that Paul's injunction is a
remarkable one. Consider in whose hands the government of the
world lay at the time he wrote. The emperor Nero was a monster of in
iquity. The rulers of the provinces-Felix, Festus and Herod Agrip
pa-were no models of virtue. Yet these were the men for whom Paul
says that Christians were to pray. Their personal characters might be
bad, but for the sake of their office they were to be prayed for.

We should think of the immense responsibility which is borne by
those in authority. We have a Scriptural duty to pray for them, even
if we do not hold with their policies. We should pray for Parliament,
that God may be pleased to direct and prosper all their consultations
to the advancement of His glory; that all things may be ordered and
settled by their endeavours upon the best and surest foundations. We
should be concerned about our Protestant heritage, remembering that
there are forces at work which are doing their utmost to undermine it.

"My soul, wait thou only God; for my expectation is for Him"
(Psalm 62:5).

#'
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Sorrow Transformed
P. A. COOPER

Of all the records in the Easter event Luke's story of the two sad
travellers journeying from Jerusalem to Emmaus is one of the sweetest
and most instructive. These two people (not apostles but disciples)
were returning to their home village after a day of despair. They were
returning from a funeral. They had left their companions after Peter's
return from the sepulchre and before Mary Magdalene had hurried in

. with her tidings that she had seen the Lord Jesus. Their coming away
at such a crisis, like the absence of Thomas that day, shows that the
sheep were scattered and were beginning to feel the loss of the smiting
of the Shepherd. Among those who first saw the Lord Jesus on that
resurrection day were Mary who loved him so dearly, and Peter who
had denied him and had repented with tears, and these two who talked
of Him and were seeking in their minds to get an answer to all that had
happened. These are the things that draw the heart of Jesus, love to
Him, penitence, and a seeking after the truth about Him.

JOINED BY A STRANGER

The travellers were joined by a stranger. He appears to be a stranger
to them but they are no strangers to Him. He understood, He knew
them, He knew about their problems, their fears and their hopes. No
doubt their steps were slow and faltering and certainly as they were
talking together their sadness and despair showed on their faces. Luke
tells us that their eyes were held so that they could not recognise him
and later on in the story of course he says "their eyes were opened".
The difference was in them, not in Him. "What are you concerned
about?" says our Lord Jesus "What makes you so sad?" Cleopas and
his companion naively wondered that there should be found any single
man in Jerusalem ignorant of the things which had come to pass. They
pour out their story to him and explain that certain women of their
company went to the tomb but could not find Him. They saw angels
who said that He had risen but they could not find Him. They told
also that certain disciples went there and found the empty tomb, but
Him they never saw. It seems quite clear that they had not seen the
risen Lord, they could not believe even the testimony of angels. If they
could not see Him then that was the end of things and it certainly
shows how their messianic hopes were shattered. Their whole confes
sion to our Lord Jesus shows how complete was the collapse of the
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hopes of these disciples and how slowly their minds opened to admit
the possibility of resurrection, and yet how exacting they were in the
matter of evidence for it, even to the point of hesitating to believe the
angelic announcement. Such a state of mind is not the soil in which
hallucinations spring up. Nothing but the actual appearance of the
risen Lord could have changed these sad cautious unbelievers to
lifelong confessors.

THE STRANGER'S QUESTION

The Stranger says "0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken". If only these two had listened to the prophets
they would have understood their Master and known that there was a
divine must. To come to His glory He must Himself go into death.
These men were disappointed and sad men because somehow or
another they expected the glory of Israel to come. "We trusted that he
would have redeemed Israel" they said, "that he would have broken
the power of the Romans and brought back glory to IsraeJ"-and
somewhere they imagined that they would have a part in that glory.
They could not see that to enter into that glory He must suffer. There
are some people who take only part truths of the script~ and in con
sequence find themselves in quite a muddle. The Lord Jesus opened to
them all the scripture, the things in the scripture concerning Himself.
Now it is wrong to take part of scripture which may, of course, be only
part of the truth, and say that is the whole truth. This is one of our
problems today, people taking part truths and exaggerating them so
that they appear to be the whole truth. Jesus applied scriptures to the
present situation and showed these two everything in the light of the
scripture. This is what we must always do, relate every circumstance to
the whole tenor of scripture, i.e. all that scripture teaches, not just
part of it. It is a sad thing when so many go off at a tangent on a
particular line of truth and ignore all others. Often people like this
become peculiar and very difficult to deal with and sometimes to have
fellowship with. It is most remarkable that our Lord Jesus did not
suddenly reveal Himself to them and say "I am He, your problems are
over". He did not do that. He took their problems and related their
problems to scripture and showed them it was absolutely essential that
to come to His glory the Messiah the anointed One must suffer. It
must have been wonderful to have been there and to have heard the
exposition He gave of the stories which tell so much about Him. We
must also notice that this is the highest purpose of the Old Testament.
It prepares us for Him and in the Old Testament you have the fore
shadowing of his death and resurrection and glory.
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THEIR INVITATION

"Stay with us" they urged Him, "it is evening, the day is far
spent", and the record says "He went in to tarry with them". The time
came when they sat down to meat and He took bread and He blessed it
and somehow the familiar things He did, perhaps the thanks He gave,
or the manner in which he broke the bread, or the sight of His pierced
hands, revealed Him and they knew at once that it was He. Their eyes,
which hitherto had been held, were opened and they knew him. Then
at that precise moment He vanished out of their sight and was gone!
This is another remarkable thing. When He vanished out of their sight
they did not say "It was the Master", but said "Did not our hearts
burn within us while He talked with us by the way". We know it is He
not only by the familiar things which He did but because He gave us a
heart that burned. Because they had listened to the truth, from that
time onwards they were different men. They knew that he was alive
and their hearts burned with the truth about Him and then we are told
that they returned the same hour to Jerusalem. It was dark, dangerous
to go abroad, but there is no doubt that although their journeying to
their village was with trembling footsteps they went back to Jerusalem
with great haste and found the eleven disciples there.

"Yes" they were saying "The Lord is risen indeed and has appeared
to Simon". Then they told their remarkable story, how that He was
known of them in the breaking of bread and what things were done as
He walked with them.

WONDERFUL TRUTHS REVEALED
There are wonderful truths to be learned from this story. When we

tell him our doubts and fears, He has a wonderful way of enabling us
to see things from a different angle, in the light of scripture. After all,
Jesus never altered anything. He just showed them how to view the
present situation in the correct way. The Lord Jesus will still walk with
those who wish to talk about Him. It was also significant, of course,
that He used the scriptures-the Old Testament. They hadn't the New
Testament then and a correct understanding about our Lord Jesus
means that we must understand what the Old Testament has to say
about Him. There you will find all the foreshadowing of His death
and His resurrection and glory. He himself is the great interpreter of
scripture and those who see Him in it all are nearer to a true
understanding than those who see in the Old Testament everything but
Him. Their journey was seven miles but when they walked with Him it
seemed so short. The humble table where they invited Christ to sit and
eat became the sacred place of revelation. This is what He still does.
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He hallows all common life and turns the meals over which He
presides into hallowed occasions. He who was invited in to receive,
stayed to bestow. Perhaps we should ask ourselves whether Jesus is
driven away by our luxury, gross appetite and malicious talk. We
would do better to ask ourselves whether we would like Jesus to be at
our tables. He is there anyway as Spectator and Judge, whether in
vited or not. There is another great truth in the story-' Jesus made as
though he would have gone further'. While His feet were directed to
the road, His heart was directed to the two fellow travellers. He wish
ed that the sight of His retiring figure might kindle in their hearts a
great outgoing of desire for Him to stay. It is the same action on His
part, only under slightly different form, that you read of over and
over again in the gospels. You remember the picture set out for us of a
dark lake, the rising moon, the eastern hills, a figure coming out
across the stormy seas. When He reached the tossing fishing boat He
went as though He would have passed on. He might have done, but
the cry which was flung out over the dark waters stopped Him. In the
story of the two blind men sitting by the road side, they cried "Oh Son
of David, have mercy on us". There was neither a word nor a glance
over His shoulder in His resolved stride onwards to Jerusalem.
Because He did not heed their cry, because He did not seem to want to
help them, the purpose for His apparent indifference was attained
when they cried more earnestly "Thou Son of David have mercy on
us". There's another story. A woman sad with anguish for a demon
ridden daughter, called after Him in shrill eastern sorrow, disturbing
the fine nerves of the disciples. He gave no indication that He heard.
Why was that ear, which was always open to the call of misery, closed?
Because He wished to bring her to such an agony of desire as might
open her heart very wide for the accomplishing of His blessing. He let
her cry, knowing that the longer she called the greater would be her
desire, knowing that the greater her wish the more He would bestow.
Now this is what He does with us sometimes. He seems to leave our
wishes and yearnings all unnoticed when the devil comes to us saying
"What's the use of crying to Him, He does not hear". Faith knows the
promise "Open your mouth wide and I will fill it". Often Jesus has no
other reason in these delays than to make us capable of larger blessing,
because delay deepens our longing.

"THEY CONSTRAINED HIM"

How glad we are to read "they constrained him". Jesus will always
remain with us if on the one hand we wish for Him really to be with us
in all things, and if on the other hand we take care not to do the acts
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nor cultivate the things which drive Him away. For example, how can
two walk together unless they agree? How can we ask Him to sit down
in the home which is full of worldliness?

Another point of the story is this "Their eyes were opened and they
knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight". There is, almost in
one moment, an appearance and a disappearance. This is quite extraor
dinary, and yet there are possibly two reasons why this happened. One
is that when His presence is recognised, sense may be put aside. Indeed
this is what He said, "It is expedient for you that I go away". We need I
no visible manifestation and we have lost nothing though we do not
have the bodily presence of our Master. It is more than made upto us as
He Himself assures us that He is with us. Another reason is this.
When our Lord Jesus is discerned, there is work to be done. Their eyes
were opened and they knew Him, and He vanished out of their sight,
and they rose up the same hour to go to Jerusalem. The vision of our
Lord Jesus binds us to work and while the intimate signs of commu-
nion have their right place, they are never to be a substitute for the ac-
tive exercise of our christian vocation to bear witness to Him and to
tell His Name to those who need the consolation of His resurrection
and the joyful news that He liv~s to save and bless. Once He was
manifest to the hearts of the two disciples, He disappeared from their
eyes, and we who have never seen Him stand on no lower place than
they did. "Whom having not seen, ye love" said the apostle Peter. Let I
us also remember that fellowship with Jesus impels us to labour for
him. If you know His love and are aware of His presence, this will im-
pel you to serve Him and endeavour to please Him.

Reading the Bible with Increasing Delight
The vigour of our spiritual life will be in exact proportion to the

place held by the Bible in our life and thoughts. I solemnly state this
from the experience of fifty-four years. The first three years after con
version I neglected the Word of God. Since I began to search it
diligently the blessing has been wonderful.

I have read the Bible through one hundred times and always with in
creasing delight. Each time it seems like a new book to me.

Great has been the blessing from consecutive, diligent, daily study. I
look upon it as a lost day when I have not had a good time over the
Word of God.

George Muller.
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The Fountain
"They have forsaken Me, the Fountain of living waters."

(Jeremiah 2:13)
HENRY LAW

55

\

No one familiar with Bible-teaching can doubt that Jesus is here set
forth. He speaks, and adopts the Fountain as fit emblem of Himself.
Faith hears, and hastens to seek improvement. The well is deep; the
surface only can be slightly touched.

1. A Fountain is pure. Its waters bubble from a bed which no pollu
tion can approach. Free from infection, they can convey no injury.
Their element is healthiness. The river and the brook may receive
tributary f1owings. Thus noxious refuse may defile. Contaminated soil
may introduce poison.

Jesus corresponds as the very purity of truth. From His lips and in
His Word no taint of error can find place. His teaching never can
mislead. It comes clear from heaven, and to heaven it clearly guides.
Other teaching may be soiled by countless fallacies. A mis-personated
Christ is often preached. A vitiated Gospel often poisons souls. Man's
misconceptions may adulterate the Word, and thus impure streams
prove deathful to the flock. It is the part of wisdom to seek refresh
ment from the Foutain of living waters. How can they thrive in health
who turn aside and rather choose a tainted stream? They drink and
perish: for the reproach is true, "Ye will not come unto Me, that ye
might have life" (John 5:40).

2. A Fountain is full. Its vast supplies are buried in low depths. They
cannot be drained by human hand or checked by human effort. They
equally defy the summer heat and wintry frost. They are secure from
emptiness. Cisterns may leak and soon be dry. In times of drought,
rivulets and brooks may show exhausted channels. Through many
causes reservoirs may fail. It is not so with the fountain. It boasts
perennial flowing.

A Fountain ever full is a type of Jesus. He is "the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever" (Heb. 13:8). "It pleased the Father that in
Him should all fulness dwell" (Col. 1:19). He is full of love, with no
beginning and no end; of mercy, which endureth for ever; of grace,
which is co-eval with Himself; of merit, which is as exhaustless as His
Deity; of righteousness, which never can decay; of power, omnipotent
from age to age; of intercession, lasting as His life in heaven. None
can seek Him and fail to find supply at all times. He is heart to pity;
ear to hear; hand to help; might to save. In every age, in every clime,

a
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sinners have drawn near and found a Fountain always flowing with
streams of salvation. He is a Fountain ever ready and ever full. They
who pitch their tents beside deep wells can never take up the lament of
Jerusalem: "They came to the pits, and found no water; they returned
with their vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and
covered their heads" (Jer. 14:3).

3. A Fountain has cleansing properties. Its pure stream has beneficial
use. Uncleanness appertains to fallen earth. Corruption is its very at
mosphere. Everywhere the leper's cry resounds, "Unclean, unclean."
The dwelling, the raiment, and all things around, require perpetual
cleansing. For this the fountain lends its purifying aid. Let fountains
cease, andfiIth would be earth's poison. There is no remedy but
washing; There is no washing but by water.

Uncleanness is the common type of sin. It defiles the total man. It
renders him loathsome before God and all creation. The foul tempter
is emphatically "the unclean spirit". But the Scripture points to relief:
"In that day there shall be a Fountain opened to the house of David
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness"
(Zech 13 I). That Fountain is the blessed Jesus. He; and He only, can
completely purify. His atoning sacrifice removes iniquity. How
precious is the familiar word, "If we walk in the light, as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). His meritorious
righteousness is the robe in which no accuser can detect a blemish. Is it
not written, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee,
and I will clothe thee with change of raiment" (Zech. 3:4). His Spirit
so elevates the heart, that miry paths are shunned, and purity is the
chosen walk. How teaching is the scene of Jesus washing His disciples'
feet! How solemn is the warning, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no
part with Me!" How blessed is the response, "Not my feet only, but
also my hands and my head" (John 13:8,9). .

4. A Fountain relieves thirst. To thirst is common to the sons of earth.
Its cravings are extreme-distress. The feeling is fomented by feverish
malady, by scorching heat, by laborious work, by countless ex
citements. To this suffering the fountain gives relief. The peasant
drinks and is refreshed for work. The sick man drinks and finds
repose. The panting hart drinks and flees with fleeter speed. Thus
precious is the fountain's recruiting boon.

Here Christ appears. The warrior in the fight of faith is often
faint and weak. The Saviour brings the refreshing of His presence.
Thus the arms are braced and the combat is renewed. The pilgrim
is exhausted in the heavenward race. Jesus supplies some
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Gospel-cordial. Strength is restored; the feet recover speed. The sick
believer is parched and languid. The Saviour draws near, and heavenly
succour cools the parched spirit. David's sigh is repressed, "Oh that
one would give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which
is by the gate!" (2 Sam. 23:15). The spiritual Fountain is ever near.
The children of Israel "drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them; and that Rock was Christ" (I Cor. 10:4). That Rock still
follows in full stream. The cry still sounds, "If any man thirst, let him
come unto Me, and drink" (lohn 7:37). Woe, woe to them, who
choose rather the insalubrious puddles of this world's vanity.
"Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life" (John 4: 13, 14). Thanks be unto God for the
thirst-slaking "Fountain of living waters!"
5. A Fountain fertilizes. Its waters flow not forth in vain. It sends a
trickling stream throughout adjacent lands. Crops raise their heads,
and verdure robes the fields. Rich is the district in which fountains
abound. Great is the contrast between the watered vale and the dry
mountain-top. Achsah's request was wise: "Thou hast given me a
south land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the up
per springs, and the nether springs" (losh. 15:19).

The Gospel here shines forth. The curse which fell upon the soil of
earth fell heaviest on the heart of man: "Thorns also and thistles shall
it bring forth to thee" (Gen. 3: I8). In Christ Jesus the curse relaxes in
to blessing. The promise to the vineyard is precious: "I the Lord do
keep it; I will water it every moment" (Isa. 27:3). Is it not written,
"From Me is thy fruit found?" (Hosea 14:8). Is not the believer to be
a tree of righteousness, richly laden with luxuriant fruit, to be holy
and pure, even as his great Exemplar! This luxuriance is the work of
Jesus by His Spirit. The living principle can only come from Him Who
is "the Life". If no sap flows, the branches wither. If no warmth
melts, the ice continues hard. Without steam the engine moves not. If
no breeze blows, the sails cannot expand. The child unfed expires. So
without irrigation there can be no fruitfulness. But Jesus is ever ready
to revive and fructify. His presence implants grace, and causes it abun
dantly to thrive. The believer thus visited becomes like "a watered
garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not" (Isa. 58:11).
"Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off" (lsa. 55: 13).
The holiest man on earth is the happiest; and the holiest is he who is
most watered by "the Fountain of living waters".
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6. A Fountain is precious. Its value baffles description. Unsearchable
are its benefits to animal and vegetable life. All creation joys in its use,
and gives testimony to its worth. In lands where wells were scarce,
they were the cause of constant altercation. "Abraham reproved
Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had
violently taken away" (Gen. 21 :25). Repeated and angry was the strife
between the herdmen of Isaac and of Gerar for these blessings. If they
should fail what misery would ensue! Death and drought would show
grim form. Here thought quickly flies to Jesus. "Unto you which
believe He is precious" (I Pet. 2:7). What mind can grasp, what
thought can conceive, what intellect can measure, what tongue can
tell, what eloquence can state, what pen can portray, what figure can
represent, the immensity of His preciousness? The Spirit testifies that
His riches are "unsearchable" (Eph. 3:8). Let earth exhibit its
treasures in multitudinous array, let art bring all her triumphs, let
science and philosophy be ransacked for their noblest works, let all the
beauty which has ever graced this world be gathered into one
focus-all is nothingness, when placed beside the preciousness of
Christ. What is dark night compared with tropic sun! So Christ out
shines all brightness. To descant on this preciousness is a charming
task; but to unfold its fulness is beyond all power. Who can conceive
how precious is Christ's person! He is equal to the Father as touching
His Godhead, and one with man as touching His manhood! Who can
estimate the preciousness of His work on earth, redeeming countless
souls from endless misery, and exalting them to heaven's eternal bliss!
Who can strain sight to gaze on Him on the right hand of the Majesty
on high, ever living as an Advocate to plead, as an Intercessor to ob
tain mercy, as a Surety to represent! Who can depict the brightness of
His near return, the glories of the millennial reign, the triumph of the
final surrender of the kingdom unto God! Who can adequately speak
of His love! It "passeth knowledge" (Eph. 3: 19). His enchanting pro
mises, so exceeding many and precious, have no measure and no end.
He is precious in health and sickness, in every moment of time, in the
hour of death, at the day of judgment, throughout the ever-rolling
days of eternity. Who will not cry, Thanks be unto God for the
precious "Fountain of living waters"!

7. A Fountain is open. It was early custom to protect by stones the
well's mouth. Laban's sheep could not be watered until the obstruc
tion was removed (Gen. 29:8). Fountains avail not if they are blocked
up. The ftmntain to be used must be open to approach.

Such is the blessed Jesus. No hindrances bar access to Him. No
flaming sword prevents free passage; all may approach and find Him

J
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open. "Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters" (Isa. 55:1).
"Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev. 22: 17).
Invitations and calls are free as the very air of heaven. The monarch
from his throne may come and partake until his soul can take no
more. The poor man from his lowly hut finds equal welcome. The fee
ble need no strong arm to roll away all hindrance. To the aged and the
young easy access is allowed. But while He is open to all the thirsty
upon earth, the heart of man is the closed door. Therefore He cries,
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear My voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with Me" (Rev. 3:20).

8. A fountain is generally obvious to view. Unperceived, it can confer
no benefit. Hagar consigns her child to death because she saw not the
near well (Gen. 21: 19). Thus Jesus is open to all sight. Moses, descen
ding from the mount, puts a veil upon his face. (Exod. 34:33). Jesus
hides not His lustre. No concealment eludes discovery. It was not so to
the elders of the family of faith. Types taught strikingly. Prophecies
rolled in majestic flow. Heralds announced the coming Saviour. But
the revelation was not unclouded. The teaching was not the meridian
sun. Obscurity enveloped the clear horizon. It could not be said "The
darkness is past, and the true light now shineth" (1 John 2:8). But
Jesus is now manifest, the truth of every type, the response of all pro
phetic strains, the consummated fulness of patriarchal hopes, the
substance of all teaching images, the fulfilment of the vast promises.
The inquiry is now superfluous, "Of whom speaketh the prophet
this?" (Acts 8:34). The sigh of Job is causeless, "Oh that I knew
where I might find Him!" (Job 23:3). Prophets and kings desired to
see what we may see, and did not see them. "The Fountain of living
waters" is freely opened. Blessed are the eyes which see, and the hearts
which love, this spring so obviously conspicuous!

But the reproach chides: "Ye have forsaken Me, the Fountain of
living waters, and hewed out for yourselves broken cisterns, that can
hold no water." Can any folly be more foolish? Can any madness be
more mad? The cry is still heard, "Not this man, but Barabbas"
(John 18:40). Men still "love darkness rather than light, because their
deeds are evil" (John 3: 19). The power of darkness tempts poor blind
ed men to choose sickness rather than health, the dungeon rather than
a palace, slavery rather than freedom, deformity rather than beauty,
ignorance rather than knowledge, blindness rather than sight, gloomy
forebodings rather than fair prospects, the storm rather than the
haven, things fleeting rather than things eternal, the quicksand rather
than the rock, the company of fiends rather than the saints in light,
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hell rather than heaven, Satan rather than God. Thus miserable is the
choice of those who "forsake the Fountain of living waters, and hew
out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."
From such wilful destruction, Good Lord, deliver us!

Old Testament Studies
ABRAHAM

MAURICE HANDFORD

Abraham holds a conspicuous place in Scripture; his life covers no
less than thirteen chapters in the Old Testament. He is mentioned
some seventy-four times in the New Testament. He therefore occupies
a unique place in Scripture and in the purposes of God. No man ever
received greater and more far-reaching promises and no man ever
became the father of a greater posterity. The Apostle Paul stresses that
Abraham is not only the father of the Jewish race but the spiritual
father of all who exercise saving faith in Christ (Gal. 3:29).

Abraham, furthermore, had the unique distinction of being called
"the friend of God". Of no other mortal but Abraham does God ever
say that he was His friend. He is certainly one of the outstanding
characters of the Bible, and so great was his faith and obedience that
he is called "the father of all them that believe" (Rom. 4:11).

We note three outstanding things concerning Abraham.

OBEDIENCE
God spoke to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees-"get thee out of thy

country...unto a land that I will show thee" (Gen. 12: I) and he prompt
ly obeyed. Here is a wonderful illustration of what faith is-an ac
tive response to the Word of God. Faith obeys God by launching out
upon His word and promise. The Scripture is emphatic that if faith
does not work, if it is not active, then it is not only defective but
dead-see James 2:17.

Abraham's faith was real, it was not a matter of words and pleasant
feelings; it involved sacrifice-"he went out, not knowing whither he
went". God called and Abraham complied. He did not know the way
but he knew his Guide. He was enabled to triumph over earthly affec
tion and to set his face like a flint to all opposition. It could not have
been easy'for Abraham to forsake Ur with all its associations; it need
ed strength of purpose and determination. He obeyed though the
future was veiled from him. He did not know all that God had in

1
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store for him, for God reveals His plans step by step, but he trusted
the wisdom and the goodness of God.

The patriarch did not argue or linger or look back. He set out at
once and as a result became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
The Lord Jesus Christ once said "not everyone that saith unto Me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven". Samuel laid down a great
principle when remonstrating with the wayward Saul, "to obey is bet
ter than sacrifice".

SEPARATION
Abraham was required to disentangle himself from all his former

associations; indeed, separation is written in very large letters over his
life. The call which came to Abraham was distinguishing and selec
ting; it came to him alone of all the members of Terah's family. In
after days God was to say to His people "Look unto Abraham your
father.. for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him"
(Isa. 51 :2). It enjoined on Abraham a long and arduous pilgrimage at
tended by many difficulties and dangers, demanding the utmost for
titude and patience.

Separation is one of the great themes of Scripture, a truth which one
fears is not very popular in the present day. The call of Christ was as
disturbing and costly as that which came to Abraham. When the call
came to John and lames it involved quitting the family business and
forsaking all, in order to discharge the privilege of apostleship. The
Lord, however, is no man's debtor; if there are losses there are most
decidedly gains to be enjoyed.

Abraham was to know the loss of comfort and ease and wordly
gain, but these losses were only temporary; he was to know material
blessing as well as those in the spiritual realm. Because of his
yieldedness to God, the Lord revealed Himself to him as El Shaddai,
the All-Sufficient; so Abraham learned in advance of Paul that "our
sufficiency is of God".

Abraham's life was one of constant pilgrimage; in a very real sense
he never settled down in this world, he looked for a city which had
fouridations, whose builder and maker is God.

DEDICATION
Abraham's faith was put to a tremendous test-he was called to

give up his nearest and dearest, to offer Isaac in sacrifice. This was not
by any means the first time his faith had been tested, it was rather the
climax of all that had gone before. Abraham's keenest trial came after

... ~~_cl~_~_._~~
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years of serving God, the Lord had been preparing him to take a
higher degree in the school of faith. The journey to Mount Moriah
took three days; who can enter into his thoughts as he journeyed on
without flinching? One writer has said that it would have been an
unspeakable relief if the deed could have been discharged in the heat
of one passionate hour. Those intervening days must have tried him
severely. He had to think over God's command, to feel its drastic
implications. It was with him not only during the day but through the
long hours of the night. He had ample opportunity for second
thoughts. It would have been easy to argue himself out of obedience
and to persuade himself that it was all a mistake. His faith, however,
sustained him and enabled him to rise to God's challenge. Alexander
Whyte, the great Scottish preacher, has said, "God was not to be out
done by Abraham, for 'He spared not His own Son but delivered Him
up for us all'." (Rom. 8:32).

Sooner or later, testing in some form comes to all of us, for God
does without doubt test the faith and obedience of His children. One
of the Puritans said, "God had only one Son without sin, but none
without trial". The Apostle Peter wrote to encourage the believers of
his day (and of every age) "brethren, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing hap
pened unto you". The Bible is full of examples of men and women
whose faith was put to the test. Next to Abraham, none was· so severe
ly tested as Job, who rose to great trust when he declared "He
knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me I shall come forth
as gold".

God tests our faith in order to prove the genuineness of it. If life
were all sunshine and no storm we should never know whether our
faith was real or make-believe. Moreover, adversity strengthens and
increases faith; it is always for God's glory and our own spiritual pro
fit. We need therefore to pray-

"Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Though pressed by many a foe,

That will not tremble on the brink
Ofpoverty or woe.

That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath "the chastening rod,

But in the hour of grief or pain
Can lean upon its God."
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Points from First Peter
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'Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye
are in heaviness through mainfold temptations:

That the trial ofyour faith, being much more precious than ofgold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.' 1 Peter 1:6,7.

Peter has been speaking of the prospect which fills the Christian's
horizon. God has laid up for him in heaven an inheritance, and as he
presses on towards the day when he will enter into an enjoyment of that
inheritance he experiences God's power which keeps him in the midst
of the conflict. Now it is because of this prospect, says Peter, that the
Christian is filled with joy; and here surely, according to the New
Testament, is the only solid ground for rejoicing so that the Christian
above all others ought to be a joyful person. His joy does not depend
on the ebb and flow of circumstances and it does not depend on the
movement of his own feelings. His joy is rooted in the fact that God
has laid up for him a crown of glory.

Joy in Sorrow
But the New Testament takes the whole situation into account and

Peter speaks here not only of joy but of heaviness, grief and trial. In
fact, what Peter is saying here is that the joy of the Christian is very
often a smile through tears; it is a joy in the midst of sorrow. Now
here, I believe, is a point where evangelicalism in these days has tended
to miss somewhat of the New Testament depth. We talk about the joy
of the Christian life but so often what we tend to mean, or certainly
the impression we tend to convey, is that of a glib cheerfulness, a sort
of shallow heartiness. We have often confused heartiness with
holiness, and joviality with joy, and the result is that very often we
have got something which is frothy and on the surface. You see that
sometimes, I am afraid, in the choruses and hymns that we sing-we
begin by teaching children to sing, 'I'm h-a-p-p-y' and we go on to
sing such words as 'Now I'm happy all the day'. You may not be a vic
tim of such hymns and choruses, but you would admit that they are
typical of a great many that are sung in evangelical circles. The im
pression they convey is one of a very cheerful kind of religion. Some
Christians, however, discover that life is not in fact quite so cheerful;
it is not always quite so gay. There are tremendous problems with
which they have to wrestle, and sometimes Christians, beneath the
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surface which they present to' the world, are deeply troubled about
many a problem. And the trouble is that the problem is even harder to
bear because their whole background has taught them to imagine that
you should not have any troubles or any problems, and that when you
come to Christ, it is all joy and rejoicing the whole way to glory. The
result is that a Christian who is battling with some secret problem feels
that he must in some ways be abnormal, that there is something
strange about him, he does not seem to fit into the general pattern
This means that his problem becomes even more acute.

Our Pattern-a Suffering Saviour
But the joy which is described in the New Testament is not this kind

of frothy superficiality. The true joy of the New Testament is some
thing that is deep; something which rejoices in the midst of sorrow,
trial and heaviness. The New Testament realises, and indeed em
phasises, that the Christian will be beset by a great deal of trial and as
a result there will be grief and heaviness of soul. After all, who is the
pattern for the Christian? It is One of whom the prophet spoke when
he was looking across the years to the coming of the Messiah as 'a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief' (Isa. 53:3). When we open the
pages of the narrative of the Gospels, we find One who was indeed
deeply affected with grief. We find Him beside the tomb of Lazarus
weeping bitter tears. We find Him weeping again as He looks over
Jerusalem, the city to which He had come as the Messiah, the city
which had refused Him, the city which was facing the judgement of
God. We see Him on His way to Jerusalem desperately burdened in
soul. We see Him as He gets near the very climax of His ministry, in
the garden of Gethsemane; 'He began to be sore amazed and to be
very heavy' (Matt. 26:37). There was an intensity of suffering that
night as He knelt in the garden, as He faced what lay ahead, and as He
faced it very much alone. One can sense that as He comes to His
disciples and says, 'Could you not watch with me one hour?' (verse
40). Therein the loneliness of Gethsemane, the bloody sweat drops
from His brow as He goes through agony. Indeed we see that grief and
anguish supremely at the moment of utter darkness upon Calvary. It
was not simply that there was darkness around the Cross, there was
darkness in His soul as He cried, 'My God, why hast thou forsaken
me?' (Matt. 27: 46). Of course the Lord rejoiced. He had the 'joy that
was set before Him' (Heb. 12.2), the joy of carrying out His Father's
will, the joy of delivering His people from their sins, but it was joy in
the midst of grief and tears and heaviness of spirit.

This is our pattern. The Lord Jesus says that the disciple is not
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above his Master, the servant is not above his Lord. If He is the
Master, then we may be assured that this is the kind of experience
through which the believer is called to go. When He lays down the
terms of discipleship, it is in terms of self-denial and sacrifice. 'If any
man would be my disciple, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me' (cL Matt. 16:24). He speaks in terms of that bitterness
which inevitably comes when we face an unbelieving and a hostile
world. 'Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you and persecute you
and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake' (Matt.
5: 11). 'They will cast you out of the synagogues', He says, 'yes, there
will come a time when they will think they do God's will when they kill
you' (cL John 16:2). How are we to react? We are to rejoice in that
day. We are to rejoice in the midst of the heaviness of soul which will
inevitably accompany such treatment. Paul has the same thought in
mind as he visited the area where he himself had nearly met with
death. In Antioch, Lystra, Iconium and Derbe, it had been one long
story of opposition; indeed he was stoned almost to death. He goes
back to the believers and with his own experience vividly in mind, he
says, 'We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom'
(Acts 14:22). The closing book of the Bible is very much in these
terms, in terms of a suffering Church, and suffering believers.

Walking Through the Valley of the Shadow
So heaviness of soul is by no means something that should be unex

pected. Rather is it something that we should expect as Christians.
Just think of some of the pictures that emerge from the statements of
Scripture. 'Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil' (Psa. 23:4). There is not just death itself, so often in
life there are these valleys of the shadow. At such times this heaviness
of soul is like a cloud, so that we cannot see the way ahead. It may bea
cloud of perplexity. We cannot understand why God is dealing thus
with us. We wrestle with some problem, the burden presses in upon
us; like a cloud in front of us, it seems to block our way. It may be
uncertainty as far as the future is concerned. How many Christians
there are who are earnestly seeking to know God's will for them, the
way in which God would have them to go. At such times the heaviness
of soul is like a cloud of sheer darkness. Sometimes this heaviness
comes like a burden. 'Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth
for you' (l Pet. 5:7). In order that we may cast it upon Him, we must
realise the reality of the burden. When the burden presses down it can
become so grievous that at times we feel almost crushed by it. There is
a felt sense that we just cannot go on, we cannot continue.

wm'·· ,
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Spiritual Dryness

It may come also, and I believe it often does come to the Christian,
in terms of a sort of spiritual dryness. The psalmist speaks of that:
'My moisture is turned into the drought of summer' (Psa. 32:4)-the
cry of the soul after God 'in a dry and thirsty land where no water is'
(Psa. 63:1); and the Christian who has not experienced this is a Chris
tian who is certainly living at a very shallow level. When there comes
the feeling that somehow our very spiritual vitality is dried up and
prayer which should mean so much becomes dry and lifeless, and our
gathering together with God's people is just a weekly formality; the
Bible no longer seems to mean a great deal, we read it every day when
we have our quiet time but somehow or other it does not seem to come
to life, then we are in a dry and thirsty land and we know something of
the heaviness of soul that accompanies that experience. The New
Testament takes the whole situation into account. It speaks about re
joicing but it also speaks of the situations in which the Christian so
often finds himself, in which in a sense there seems to be absolutely
nothing about which to rejoice. Of course, when a man in the first
flush of his new found faith rejoices and praises God, one can under
stand it, but we are not always living in that particular kind of ex
perience. We have not always got that first enthusiasm and there come
these dry periods, these sterile barren periods, these times of darkness
and testing. It is in times like that that we are called on to rejoice.

Times of Trial
Why is it that these times come? What are the reasons for them?

What does God purpose to do through them? Says Peter, you are in
heaviness, you are going through a grievous experience because of the
trials which have come; through manifold temptations, or-probably
better-through manifold trials. Now we share in trials for two
reasons. First of all, simply because we are men and belong to a com
mon humanity. Because we belong to the human race, there are the in
evitable trials and sufferings which come; 'Man is born to trouble as
the sparks fly upwards' (Job. 5:7). How true that is! The more you
deal with people, the more you meet them, the more you realise how
much underlying suffering there is. It is amazing really when one gets
to know people slightly more intimately than one so often knows them
with passing acquaintance, to find how many people there are who are
suffering in various ways. It may be some physical ailment that no one
else knows about that they battle on with. It may be some nervous or
mental strain, and again what adds to the struggle is the fact that it is
carried on so much alone; other people do not realise, and the result is
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an inevitable loneliness. We may imagine that this is so in only a few
cases but I suspect that a great many more people than we sometimes
imagine are going through such experiences. I need hardly remind you
of the number of tragic cases there are every year where men are
driven by sheer black despair to take their own lives. They have ob
viously been battling with some desperate problem until at some point
it has crushed them and they have given way. I believe this to be true
of a great many more people than we realise. I would suspect that
many of us have problems and difficulties that our friends do not
realise are there. We share in many of these things simply because we
are men and women, and belong to the race of Adam. Although we
are new men in Christ, we are still heirs to the tribulations and grief
which are part of our common humanity.

Like the non-christian the Christian becomes sick, suffers, grieves,
and dies. The Christian, however, because he is a Christian (and this is
the second reason) faces even more acute problems than the
unbeliever. Indeed, even the ordinary trials which beset us can come
with a greater sharpness and intensity to the Christian. Why do I say
that? Take a man, for example, who in the midst of a promising career
is suddenly smitten with a crippling disease and the whole future as far
as he is concerned is blasted. All his hopes and ambitions suddenly
come to a full stop. Of course, for any man that is a grievous blow.
The unbeliever curses his fate; he may become thoroughly embittered.
But the Christian faces an even more testing time. He has that
desperate disappointment which he shares with the unbeliever but he
has also the nagging question that goes on in his mind, 'Why has God
done this? If I am His child, if He is my Father, if He is the God of the
Covenant, why has He apparently broken covenant with me?" And
for the Christian, the trial in such a situation becomes even more in
tense.

There are also those things which the Christian has to face because
of the spiritual conflict in which he is engaged. The burdens of temp
tation, as the devil confronts us, can become at times a sheer heaviness
and grief of soul. Now I know that the tragedy is that with so many
Christians this simply is not so; temptation does not worry them undu
ly; it is a mark of their superficiality that they are not at all in a state of
heaviness because of sin. But the Christian who really wishes to live a
holy life, the Christian who is deeply concerned to go on to be
Christlike, is at times almost over-whelmed by the burden of his own
sheer sinfulness. How often he cries out in anguish of spirit, '0 wret
ched man that I am, who shall deliver me...?'-that cry of Paul, 'The
good that I would I do not, the evil that I would not that I do. Who is
going to deliver me?' (cL Rom. 7:21-24). The contrast between the
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sense of the high calling which is ours, the holiness to which we would
aspire, and the present pathetic spiritual state in which we find
ourselves can be a tremendous burden.

For some of us it is the burden of opposition. It is easy, of course,
when we meet together in public worship, to think of the Christian
standing against the world, but when you face the unremitting hostili
ty of the world, it becomes a wearing down process. Or when you are
longing to go out to witness for Christ, perhaps with the enthusiasm of
a young convert, it can be a deadening and dulling thing to find that
men are not interested, that they are utterly apathetic, that they just
do not want your Gospel. To the sensitive soul, it becomes an almost
intolerable burden at times to be one apart, to be always the odd man
out in a situation. These are some of the manifold testings which bring
heaviness of soul to the Christian. To all this Peter says, 'this may be
your condition, indeed this will be your condition. In it you are called
upon to rejoice'.

The Response ofthe World in Times of Trial
What is the reply which the world makes in times of testing?

Sometimes it makes the reply which is utterly inadequate-'Forget
about it and cheer up'. That is a hopeless kind of advice in a time of
real testing. If I meet parents who are grieving over the loss of a child,
it would be callous for me to talk in terms of cheering up. How could
anyone speak in such terms? Such grief cannot be dealt with by a few
glib words. I know sometimes the world tries to do better in its advice.
It speaks of facing it out with the attitude of the stoic, the stiff upper
lip, the readiness to bear the buffetings of fate. But to what does that
lead? It certainly does not lead to rejoicing. It does not lead to peace
of soul in the midst of the trial. It leads very often simply to hardness.
The person is repressing his feelings. It is rather like a man who having
suffered bereavement, instead of crying honestly and openly, tries to
bottle up the feelings. When something is repressed, it must find an
outlet in some other way. If a man in face of trial simply tries to brace
himself and to harden himself against it, inevitably there will be a
break at some other point.

The Teaching of God's Word in Times of Trial
But the Christian is not given this kind of advice when he turns to

the Word of God. He is called to rejoice, but the call to rejoice is not a
glib call to cheer up in the midst of the situation. He is called to rejoice
because he is bidden to look at the purpose which God has in his suf
fering. How graciously this call comes: 'Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
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though now for a reason if need be.. '-if this is God's purpose for
you. If you meet a fellow Christian who is suffering some severe
testing it would obviously be very crude to say-though it may be very
true-'You need to learn this lesson'. Yet in actual fact this is what
Peter is saying here, but he is saying it very graciously: 'If need be'. It
may be that this is the lesson that God has for you, and this is how the
word comes, very gently applying the truth. The Word says, Are you
suffering at the moment, are you facing a testing that seems to over
whelm you? Well search it and search yourself, and ask yourself what
lesson God is teaching you through this.

What is God's purpose? God's purpose, says Peter, is that your
faith might be perfected, that it might be purified and refined, that it
might become something really worthy. Faith, you see, is the most
valuable element in our Christian life. This faith which means our
hold upon God, our reliance upon Christ, is far more precious even
than gold that perisheth; and that is why the testing of our faith is a
far more important thing than the testing of gold. In order to test
gold, says Peter, they put it through the fire, and the refinement pro
cess of fire purges away the dross so that the pure metal emerges. Now
God tests and refines His people. If it is a false faith, if it is a mere
profession, it will disappear in the day of testing. It is the same
thought that the Lord had when He spoke, in the parable of the sower,
about the seed that fell on rocky ground; suddenly it sprang up. There
may be a sudden profession when the Gospel is preached which, says
the Lord, withers away when temptations and trials come. Or to go
back to Peter's picture-if faith is not pure gold when it goes through
the fire of affliction, it will perish. God desires that His children's
faith should not fail. Very often He puts us in the fire of affliction and
trial. That fire may come as it were from different directions. For one
it may be in terms of disappointment; for another it may be due to
protracted illness; for some it may be through an inner problem with
which they are wrestling; and with another it may be some major
temptation with which they have battled. Whatever it is, God the great
heavenly Refiner is seeking to bring out pure metal, so that in the day
of Christ's appearing-that is the day to which we look forward-our
faith 'may be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ.

God's Concern-Our Characters rather than our Comfort
So Peter is really back to his theme again. He is saying, I know what

many of you are going through at the moment. Yes, heaviness of soul
is a grievous experience. You are in the darkness, are you? Is the
burden pressing down upon you? Can you not see your way ahead?
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Then look forward, look at what God is purposing. God is concerned
with your character rather than with your comfort. God desires that
your faith should be perfected. Look to the end and see what His pur
pose is. It is that one day you might stand before Christ, and that your
faith, tested and refined by fiery affliction, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory in that day. We will stand there before
Him and, by the grace of God, our faith will be praised by none other
than God Himself. What an amazing thing! But after all, is that not
what the Lord meant when He spoke about the servant who would
receive from the Master the commendation. 'Well done, good and
faithful servant-thou hast been faithful, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord' (cf. Matt. 25:21). In that day the Lord will declare faith to
be truly honourable. Here it is looked upon as a sort of aberration, as
something peculiar; the world smiles when we talk of it. In that day
faith will be shown in its true glory. God will commend it and God will
honour it. But in that day it will not be the honouring of faith in the
sense of exalting men. In the vision in the Book of the Revelation,
those who have the crowns upon their heads take off their crowns and
cast them before the Throne. In that day when faith, tested and
purified, reaches its final climax, and glory and the honour and the
praise which is paid to faith will be returned to the One from whom
faith came, and by whom faith was nourished, even the One who sits
upon the Throne. So what Peter is saying is that in the midst of the
furnace of affliction you look ahead, and looking ahead you see the
very thing that God is doing even now, you see His plan and purpose.
It is that you might be refined, that you might appear as pure gold in
that day.

Our Call-to take up the Cross
Fellow Christian, to what has the Lord called us? He has called us

to take up the Cross. He has called us to deny ourselves. He has called
us to the narrow way that leads to life. He has called us to face the
hatred of the world. He has called us to a hard task in the Christian
life. But to what else has He called us? He has called us to an ex
perience of His keeping power. 'We are kept by the power of God.' He
has called us to pay heed to that which lies ahead, to the heavenly
crown. He bids us look back to Himself-there He is in Gethsemane,
there He is at Calvary; and here is the commentary of the New
Testament-He 'for the joy that was set before Him endured the
Cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of God'
(Heb. 12:2). We face at times the shame, the suffering, the tumult
within. Let us set our eyes on God's ultimate purpose; let us pray that
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instead of being overwhelmed, and certainly instead of becoming em
bittered and hardened, we may rather accept every affliction that
comes from His gracious hand, that we may rejoice in the very trial,
knowing that 'our affliction is but for a moment, and worketh for us a
far more eternal weight of glory' (cf. 2 Cor. 4:17). We look not at the
things we encounter here but we look beyond; in sure confidence that
God is working out His purposes in our lives, we press on through the
darkness with our eyes on the sunrise.

The Happy Man
LACHLAN MACKENZIE

The happy man was born in the city of Regeneration in the parish of
Repentance unto Life. He was educated at the school of Obedience.
He has a large estate in the county of Christian Contentment, and
many times does jobs of self-denial, wears the garment of Humility,
and has another suit to put on when he goes to Court, called the Robe
of Christ's Righteousness. He often walks in the valley of Self
Abasement, and sometimes climbs the mountains of Heavenly
mindedness. He breakfasts every morning on Spiritual Prayer, and
sups every evening on the same. He has meat to eat that the world
knows not of, and his drink is the sincere milk of the Word of God.
Thus happy he lives and happy he dies. Happy is he who has Gospel
Submission in his will, due order in his affections, sound peace in his
conscience, real divinity in his breast; the Redeemer's yoke on his neck,
a vain world under his feet, and a crown of glory over his head. Happy
is the life of that man who believes firmly, prays fervently, walks pa
tiently, works abundantly, lives holily, dies daily, watches his heart, .
guides his senses, redeems his time, lbves Christ, and longs for glory.
He is necessitated to take the world on his way to heaven, but he walks
through it as fast as he can, and all his business by the way is to make
himself and others happy. Take him all in all, in two words, he is a
Man and a Christian.

\
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Christ raised from the dead
through the Glory of the

Father
PETER CULVER

When Peter and John went to the tomb that first Easter morning ~

and found it empty, what had happened to the body? Some said that \
Jesus' disciples had stolen the body and put it somewhere else (Mat- ,~

thew 28:15). History has been replete with fanciful theories as to what
happened, e.g. our Lord only swooned on the cross and when He was
put into the tomb the cold atmosphere revived Him. But this is what
God says in His Word-"Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father." (Romans 6:4b). This is a unique expression.
There are numerous statements in the Word of God relating to
Christ's resurrection. Hebrews 13:20 says that it was "through the
blood of the eternal covenant", Acts 2:32 simply says that God has
raised this Jesus to life. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself also claimed to
be the direct agent in His own resurrection: "I lay down my life only
to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up
again". (John 10:17-18, a very telling comment on the Deity of the
Lord). There are many references to God's action in raising His Son
from the dead and there are also clear references in the Old
Testament to the fact that He would be raised; I Cor. IS: 3-4 and
Psalm 16:8-11 quoted by Peter on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:25-28.
But unique among all the statements is this one in Romans 6:4b
"Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father."

Now how can we claim that this is unique? No other man has as yet
been raised literally from the dead in the same way as Christ. We are·
very soon reminded of the terrible effects of man's fall in the book of i
Genesis. Right through chapter five, like a funeral dirge, we read
repeatedly "then he died". And on through Biblical and secular 1
history it is the same. Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua and David
"slept with their fathers." When we take a walk round any of our
great cathedrals we are met with the same story-the tombs of those
who died. For the moment death is the end of their story. It is wonder-
fully true that some of them died in faith (Hebrews 11:13) but as yet
they have not been raised from death through the glory of the Father
as our Lord was. Now 'it may be objected that there are several in-
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stances in Biblical history of people who were raised from death:
Elisha raised the Shunammite's son (2 Kings 5:34-37), our Lord raised
Jairus's daughter, the widow of Nain's son and Lazarus. But every
one of them was raised to see death again. They did not live for ever.
They were not raised in the way our Lord was "through the glory of
the Father". Verse 9 of Romans 6 says: "Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him' '. There is
a real Man in heaven now in a human body Who once died here on
earth and has been raised there through the glory of the Father.
Someone has put it very tellingly: "There is dust of the earth on the
throne of the universe". But what does this wonderful expression real
ly mean-"Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father"?

It could simply mean through the power of God. This seems to be
how nearly all the commentators explain it. The expression is a way of
talking about the almighty power of God. How can the power of
death be overcome? There is only one answer-the power of life. And
only God has that power in His hands. The power of death was
brought into the world by the Devil. ae was death's chief architect.
But there is one thing that is impossible to Satan: he cannot create
anything and he cannot impart life. Jesus said that he was the
destroyer not the creator (John 10: 10). Now this means that when the
Shunammite's son, the widow of Nain's son, Jairus's daughter and
Lazarus were raised from death to life it was through the power of
God. And there is no doubt that the empty tomb that first Easter day
involved the power of God. But is it right to say concerning our Lord's
resurrection that it merely involved the same power that God
demonstrated in the other cases? Is there something more wonderful
for us to realise when Paul says: "Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father"? I believe there is.

There is a remarkable statement in Job 26:8-14. Job having describ
ed God's wonders in creation, says "Who can understand the thunder
of his power?" When we look at God's marvellous works in creation
either at the beginning or now, or when we consider the other miracles
we have mentioned, these are but the outer fringe of J.-lis works. To
hang a star in space presents no problem whatever to the great God
we serve and worship. But the question is this: "Where do we have to
go to see "the thunder of his power'?" The answer is the empty tomb;
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The word "glory" generally
means the full weight of a person's personality and powers. Here is the
full weight of God's majesty-"the thunder of His power." Now why



can we say this? Because when Jesus rose from the dead it was after
He had cried on the cross "It is finished" (John 19:30). He had
destroyed the power of sin, death and the dark powers (Col. 2:15) so
that when He rose again from the dead He could say "I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and I have the keys of hell and of death" (Revela
tion I: 18). And Paul says that death no longer has dominion over him
(Romans 6:9). God 'gave everything He had when He produced our
salvation in Christ in order to bring in the new creation. God involved
the whole glory of His majesty in the cross and the empty tomb.
"Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father."
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Now what about Job's question: "Who can understand the thunder
of His power?" Who can understand that? The answer is very clear
from Romans 6. The thunder of His power is understood only by
those who have experienced it themselves (verse 5). The true Church,
God's new creation, has experienced this. There were three crosses
when Jesus died. He died in the centre of two other crosses on which
thieves were crucified. It has been rightly said that one man died for sin
and He was the Lord of Glory (1 Cor. 15:3), another man died in sin
(the unrepentant thief) and the third man died to sin when he called
upon the Lord to remember him and forgive him. Immediately this
man tasted "the thunder of God's power". Jesus said to him "To-day
you will be with me in paradise". There is coming a wonderful day
when Christ returns when we shall enter the full glory of Resurrection
life (I Corinthians 15:51-56). We triumphantly affirm: "I believe
in ... the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen". But
we must also insist that the resurrection takes placein a man's life now
or it will never take place when Christ returns. Jesus said "I am the
resurrection and the life... " (John 11 :25). This is present tense: what
Christ can be to me now. Now is the time for sinners to be raised from
sin and death "through the glory of the Father". Now is the time for
men to begin to experience "the thunder of God's power" in the
Gospel. Now is the time for born-again Christians to realise what an
amazing thing God has done to them.

Now let us ask ourselves this. How can we know if we have really
been raised up with Christ "through the glory of the Father"? We
shall be different-a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). The previous verse
tells us exactly what this means. From now on we regard no-one from a
wordly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we
do so no longer. We see others, ourselves and, above all, Christ in a
new light. Something has happened to change our whole outlook and
attitude. God's almighty power has done something to our hearts .
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Before, we thought we were great. We lived for ourselves, and others
were there to be used when we needed them; God and His Christ were
not in all our thoughts. But now we see all around us a world in terri
ble need. We see ourselves as sinners saved by God's power and grace.
And we see the Lord Jesus Christ as one who must have the pre
eminent place (Col. 1:18). One of the most thrilling experiences a
Pastor ever has is to sit down and talk with someone who has recently
experienced "the thunder of His power" and in whose life all this is
becoming true.

"Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father"
so that we might be raised with Him to a new life, in a new creatIon
where His power is seen in lives that bring glory to God. The old crea
tion failed right at this point but "Thanks be to God~ He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

For Younger Readers
JOHN TALLACH

JOHN'S LONG WALK

Today, most of us in Britain have plenty of food. We are hardly
ever hungry. This story is from long ago, when poor people were
sometimes very hungry. It is about two men in the Highlands of
Scotland who loved the Lord Jesus, and who loved one another too. It
tells about how one of these friends got into trouble, and how God us
ed the other one to help him.

John Munro lived on a small farm, a mile outside the village of
Evanton. His friend, Donald McAndie, lived a long distance away at a
place called Arboll. They often prayed for one another, but one day
John began to think about Donald in a special way. This went on for
some days. As John worked in the fields around his home, he could
not stop thinking of Donald. Even at night time he could not forget
about him, for Donald appeared in his dreams. At last he felt that he
would have to make the journey to Arboll.

It was winter time. The weather was cold and wet; not the time to
choose to make long journeys. But John felt quite sure that, for some
reason, he had to visit his friend.

Because it was winter, the days were short. But just as darkness fell
John arrived in Arboll, very tired after his long walk, and knocked on
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Donald's door. Donald gave his friend a welcome, took him in, and
closed the door. But as John stood in Donald's home, he began to feel
uncomfortable. Donald had sat down on a seat and had begun to cry.

'This is not the welcome I expected', John said.
'But what I am sorry for', Donald replied, 'is that you have come so

far on a stormy day and I have no food to offer you.'
John put his hand in his pocket, pulled out a piece of bread, and put

it on the table. 'Now I know why I have come', he said. 'It is God who
has sent me to visit you!' Donald watched in surprise as his visitor
walked to the doOF, opened it, and went out again into the cold wet
night.

It was dark, but John knew the road very well. He began to walk
towards Evanton, and found somewhere along the way to spend the
night. It took him two days to complete his journey, because he was
calling at many houses along the way. And everywhere he spread the
news; 'Donald McAndie of Arboll has no food'.

Soon, people began to call at the house in Arboll. They brought the
simple food that Highlanders lived on in those days, like meal and
cheese. But they brought plenty of it. Some even brought so much
they had to take their horses along to carry it. It certainly was enough
to last Donald McAndie for a very long time to come. And it was more
than that. It was a reminder that his loving Father in heaven knew all
about him, and could send what he needed in most unexpected ways.
Note: The details retold above are to be found in The Days of the
Fathers in Ross-shire by J. Kennedy, and Religious Life in Ross by J.
Noble.

Letter to a Seeking Soul

Dear Friend,
According to promise, I sit down to talk with you a little concern

ing the great things of an eternal world. How kind it is of God that He
has given us such an easy way of communicating our thoughts, even at
a distance!

My only reason for writing to you is that I may direct your soul to
Jesus, the sinner's friend. "This man receiveth sinners" I would wish
much to know that you were truly united to Christ, and then, come
life, come death, you will be truly and eternally happy. Do you think
you have been convinced of sin? This is the Holy Spirit's work, and
His first work upon the soul. If you did not know your body was
dangerously ill, you would never have sent for your physician; and so
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you will never go to Christ, the heavenly Physician, unless you feel
that your soul is sick even unto death. Oh! pray for deep discoveries of
your real state by nature and by practice. The world will say you are
an innocent harmless girl; do not believe them. The world is a liar.
Pray to see yourself exactly as God sees you.

Pray to know the worth of your soul. Have you seen yourself vile,
as Job saw himself? (Job 40:3,4); undone, as Isaiah saw himself? (lsa.
6:5). Have you experienced anything like Psalm 51? I do not wish to
feign humility before God, nor to use expressions of self-abhorrence,
which you do not feel; but oh pray that the Holy Spirit may let you see
the very reality of your natural condition before God. I seldom get
more than a glance at the true state of my soul in its naked self. But
when I do, then I see that I am wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked (Rev 3:17). I believe every member of our body
has been a servant of sin-Romans 3:13, l8-throat, tongue, lips,
mouth, feet, eyes. Every faculty of our minds is polluted (Genesis 6:5).

Besides, you have long neglected the great salvation; you have
been gainsaying and disobedient. Oh that you were brought to pass
sentence on yourself, guilty of all!

Perhaps you will ask, why do you wish me to have such a
discovery of my lost condition? I answer, that you may be broken off
from all schemes of self-righteousness; that you may never look into
your poor guilty soul to recommend you to God; and that you may
joyfully accept of the Lord Jesus Christ, who obeyed and died for sin
ners. Oh that your heart may cleave to Christ! May you forsake all
and follow Jesus Christ.

Count everything loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ.
You will never stand righteous before God in yourself. You are
welcome this day to stand righteous before God in Jesus. Pray ov~r

PhiIippians 3 verses 7, 9. I will try and pray for you.
Grace be with you.

Your friend in Jesus,
Robert Murray M'Cheyne.

Dundee 1841.

That which is not prefaced by prayer will be followed with trouble.
-Have!
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What God is Like
K. F. T. MATRUNOLA

...

To describe "What God is like" involves a study of the subject
generally termed "the Attributes of God". By the Attributes of God
we mean the characteristics of the divine nature without the
knowledge of which we cannot conceive of God at all. Not that such
"attributes" proceed from men to God, as if to construct God in
man's image. This will always be the consequence of the theology past
or present which seeks its data in human reason and experience rather
than in the special revelation of Scripture. It is from the written Word
of God that we discover such of the nature of God as it has pleased
Him to disclose to finite minds. And for the believing heart this is no
mere intellectual exercise: it is to glimpse the glory of the Lord and to
feel the sheer majesty and infinite greatness of the One in whom "we
live, and move, and have our being" (Acts 17:28). It is to see but the
edges of His ways and to marvel at the excellencies and perfections
that are God.

The doctrine of the divine attributes is usually divided into what the
Reformed theologians term INCOMMUNICABLE and COM
MUNICABLE attributes. The former declare God's transcendence;
the properties of God belonging to Him alone which in no sense are
communicated to His creatures. The latter indicate qualities which
have some analogy in man. Care must be exercised, as with most
distinctions, lest we be too artificial and rigid in the separation, but it
is none the less valid and useful. We must now provide some enumera
tion of the attributes in order to demonstrate this division. For the
purposes of this short article let us examine the classic definition of
God in Answer 4 of the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism.

Here there is a concise presentation of revealed truth which it would
be difficult to improve. "God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and un
changeable, in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness,
and truth." From this we can readily distinguish incommunicable and
communicable attributes.

I. INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES
"God is a Spirit"

God is not material. "God is a most pure Spirit, without body, parts
or passions." He has no body as we have bodies. When Scripture then
speaks, as it frequently does, particularly in the Old Testament, as
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though God had a body, this must be understood not in a proper, or
literal, but in a figurative sense. God's "eyes" would stand for His all
seeing and comprehending government; God's "ears" will signify
His attention to His people's prayers; "arms" and "hands" indicate
ability and might. Our limited powers of comprehension call for such
language. But God is not flesh and bones, as the energetic but deluded
Mormon is taught. God is Spirit.

What sort of Spirit? We have to enquire into this. Angelic beings
are spirit creatures. Wherein is God different and superior to them? It
is to the incommunicable attributes we must look. Here we find God
absolutely differentiated from His creatures, whether angels or men.
"God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable."

"Infinite"
Infinity is for us a negative. John Gill wrote: "It is easier to say

what God is not, than what He is." We are limited and finite in all we
are and do. But there is no limitation with God. It is not even that we
do not know the limits of God. There are no possible bounds to the
divine nature. All His attributes are without restriction or defect. Each
is capable of boundless activity and extension. God is not determined
by His creation. He is independent, uncreated Spirit. "Before me
there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me." (Isa.
43: 10). The titles appropriate to God are immense and incomprehensi
ble. "Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off?
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the
LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD" (Jer. 23:23f.).
Beyond all space, immeasurable and limitless, is God, yet present in
every part of space so that there is no place from which He is distant. By
this, which we call God's omnipresence, we understand that the
whole, infinite, and glorious God who transcends all things, is found
everywhere and at every moment. What awe does the infinitude of
God strike within! We can but praise and adore the One "dwelling in
light whom no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor
can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting, Amen" (l Tim.
6:16).

"Eternal"
If God in relation to space is immense, in respect of time He is eter

nal. God fills time as He fills space. We think of past, present and
future. There is no such succession to'God. He views all time as
though it were one constant present. "One day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day" (2 Pet. 3:8).



"Unchangeable"
The infinite and eternal God must be incapable of change. There

can be no alteration in the attributes. The perfections cannot be bet
tered nor can they deteriorate. In God there "is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning" (lames 1: 17). Where we encounter Scrip
tures that seem to imply change, e.g. God's "repentance" towards
Nineveh in Jonah 3: 10, we are to remember that they are the con
descensions of revelation, akin to the "eyes" and "ears" already men
tioned. The actual change is not in God but in men. There is mobility
in His dealings with His creatures. He sets up and takes down; seems
to withdraw and return. Men's relationship to Him may change. But
there is no variation or inconstancy in God's being, attributes, or
decrees. "For I am the LORD, I change not" (Mal. 3:6).
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2. COMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES
These we explained as the properties, possessed by God in an ab

solute way, but also evident in man, though in a limited degree. They
are necessary for our advance in the understanding of God, and in
clude wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. That
which we possess of them, we must not forget, is derived from God.
And in Him they are virtues or perfections, infinite, eternal, and un
changeable.

"In His being"
This phrase seems to link the two groups. God is transcendent, but

also immanent; infinite but not remote. We know that he has created
"all things, and for (his) pleasure they are and were created" (Rev.
4: 11). God is a Spirit Being, but there are other beings, creatures, ut
terly dependent upon their sovereign Creator. Man has been made in
the image and likeness of God. So we want to be told what God is in
relationship to us. He is not merely an abstraction. He has revealed
Himself as a personal God. Men are persons and it cannot be that
their Maker is impersonal. Ours is a personal God, therefore perfect
personality, more precisely tri-personality, belongs to Him as God.
The communicable attributes help to show what this means.

"Wisdom"
God knows all things: is omniscient. "His understanding is

infinite" (Psa. 147:5). Our knowledge is mediate. We build up
knowledge in successive stages and even then our powers of retention
are slight. With God, knowledge is immediate, without succession or
development. God is perfectly aware of His own nature. None exists
.of His creatures who "is not manifest in His sight" (Heb. 4: 13). In a
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gracious and special way the Lord "knows them that are his" (2 Tim.
2:19), and this is not based on what He sees they will become, but
rather they may be said to become what His omniscience appoints for
them from all eternity. This interaction of God's knowledge and will is
what we mean by His wisdom.

"Power"
The next step must be to consider omnipotence. God is not only all

wise, but also all-powerful. He is the Almighty. His power has no
limitation apart from His own will. There is no obstacle to hinder His
ability to fashion "all things after the counsel of His own will" (Eph.
I: 11). Neither is God compelled to work through means, although He
may be pleased to employ certain means to the accomplishing of His
ends. But it is never that the means contribute to the power of God.
Always the means become efficient only in so far as God empowers
them. How neglected a truth this in the Church! Nor can God be ex
hausted. When He has performed all His will, there is no diminution
of power, or divine weariness. His reserves are infinite. "Hast thou
not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD,
the Creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither is weary?"
(Isa. 40:28).

"Holiness"
God is "glorious in holiness" (Exod. 15:11). As an attribute

holiness has a double reference. In the first instance it testifies to the
absolute excellence of God. He is independent of all He has made. All
His attributes are in unity and proportion. Holiness is this over-all
adaptation of parts contributing to symmetry and harmony: "the
beauties of holiness" (Psa. 110:3). The English word derives from
"wholeness"-God is perfect, complete, whole. In the second case,.
holiness denotes purity. God is wholly separate from evil. The One
with whom we have to do is "of purer eyes than to behold evil, and
cannot look upon iniquity" (Hab. 1:13). He is altogether removed
from sin, and, by virtue of His unchangeableness cannot degenerate
or change in His attitude to moral evil.

"Justice"
The holiness of God leads us to His perfect righteousness. This is

His absolute justice. We have to own that all His dealings with us are
just. His laws are righteous; their adminstration is in righteousness;
their sanctions are righteously appointed and applied. God's abhor
rence of sin guarantees that sinners will be punished. Retribution
awaits the offender. God's standards have been set before men.
Evildoers must realize "that they which commit such things are wor-
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thy of death" (Rom. 1:32). And that sentence is supremely just, which
causes us to recall that even the wondrous salvation devised for His
elect is according to God's inflexible justice. All the grace of God is in
this, that for them the sinless Son of God shed blood: "whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to
declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at the time His
righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3:25 L).

"Goodness"
Sometimes the mighty act as tyrants. What of Him who reigns and

"doeth according to His will in the a,rmy of heaven, and among the in
habitants of the earth and none can stay His hand, or say untO Him,
What doest Thou?" (Dan. 4:35). Is He a benevolent Creator, or

malevolent and capricious? Catechism and experience assert the divine
goodness. The Word of God declares that God is good. He is the God
of love: of mercy and matchless grace. Was not man made for His
good pleasure? Does not the whole economy of redemption point to
One of everlasting kindness?

"Truth"
As from Scripture God reveals Himself to the believing heart, so

again and again come doubts and fears. Some we know to be but the
risings within of bewilderment at this very goodness of God toward
us. Others, however, are the product of that indwelling sin that re
mains until glorification, and which Satan would meantime excite to
unbelief and miserable defiance. On every such occasion may we be
enabled to cling to this last attribute, that God is true. The enemy of
our souls is a liar, but "it is impossible for God to lie" (Heb. 6: 18).
Ours is the God of veracity and faithfulness. What He has opened to
us of Himself is not transitory. The affirmations of Scripture give a
partial disclosue of the being and nature of God, just as much as it
has pleased Him to reveal for His glory and our good. Yet fragmen
tary as it may be, every part is true, even as God who gave it is true.
All the attributes of God are true in nature and in revelation. As one
of the Puritans expressed it, "Can we have better security? The whole
earth hangs upon the word of God's power, and shall not our faith
hang upon the word of God's truth?"

May these few comments on this lofty subject be blessed of the Lord
to all who read them, so that together we may be persuaded of the
perfections and excellencies of God, and moved to the exercise of faith
and humility, godly fear and love. "For of Him, and through Him,
and to Him are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen."
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A Study of Age-Groups
in I Samuel, Chapters 1-3

Notes of an address given by the Rev. M. C. Colburn.
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Introduction
These chapters reveal the frankness of God's Records (the

Bible)-the good and the bad. This is "A Study in Black and White".
Why? See I Cor. 10:6,11,12 etc. There are four great themes which
God displays to the Christian as he studies his Bible-in this order and
inter-Iocking:- (a) God's Holiness; (b) Man's Sin; (c) Christ's Salva
tion; and (d) The Holy Spirit's Sanctification. Keep these in mind in
this study of

Three Age-Groups in these chapters.
1. The Old Age-Group-Eli.
2. The Middle-Age-Group-Eli's Sons and Samuel's Parents.
3. The Young Age-Group-Samuel.

1. THE OLD AGE-GROUP-The Decline of Eli, the old man
Eli- in the sad category of "a spiritual used-to-be".
Compare Eli in Chapter 1 (alert, devout, helpful etc.) and in

Chapters 2 and 3 (a mere figure-head, with keenness gone). Eli had so
spiritually deteriorated that God could not get through to him, but
had to resort to other messengers; the prophet (2:27-36) and Samuel
(3:16-18). Something had come between him and God.

(Further study: the condition of other Men of God when they were
old; Moses, Joshua, Simeon, John on Patmos, etc. Also the "used-to
be's" in Rev. 2 and 3).

2. THE MIDDLE-AGE-GROUP-
(a) The Disaster of Eli's Sons-they inherited the family tradition as
priests but "they knew not the Lord" (2: 12); with the result that they
let themselves go, and followed a life of greediness and selfishness
(2:13-17) and of immorality (2:22-35). Where did the blame lie?
Chapter 3: 13 gives the answer; firstly, their own choice ("they made
themselves vile") and secondly, lack of early discipline ("Eli restrain
ed them not"). God has a lot to say about Discipline.

(Further study: Ex 16:4; Deut. 8:2,16 etc.; Prov. 22:6; Heb. 12:5-13
etc.)



(b) The Dedicated Parents of Samuel-a "Happy Family" picture.
We find in this story:-

- a God fearing couple, both trusting the Lord-the basis of Chris
tian Marriage.
- both attended worship (1 :7), not one only!
- both practised prayer (1:3,12).
- both shared their problems (1 :8).
- both truly loved each other (1:5,8).
- both dedicated their children to the Lord (1 :23-28).

(Further study: 2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:22-33; Col. 3:15-19).
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3. THE YOUNG AGE-GROUP-the Development of Samuel
- trace the development as follows: 1:24,28; 2: 11 ,18,21 ,26;
3:1,19,20. Samuel stands out as a young "Christian" whose trust in
the Lord was strong because he grew up in the Presence of the Lord
(2:21).

- and therefore
- his character was Divinely strengthened to resist the same tempta-

tions as EH's sons.
- his life was so consistent that he commended himself to the Lord

and to men (2:26).
- he was a person to whom the Lord could speak (3:4 etc.)
- he was a person to whom the Lord could entrust a difficult job

(3:16-18).
- he was a person whom the Lord could mould for future service

(3:20,21).

The Good Old Days
JOHN ALGAR

"Oh, for the good old days!"
"Things certainly aren't what they used to be."
"What happy times we used to have! How different it is now!"
Almost every day we hear some such remark as this. It is all the

more interesting, then, to find this way of talking referred to in the Bi
ble. This is what it says:

'Say not thou, what is the cause that the former days were better
than these? for thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this." (Ec
clesiastes 7:10).
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Here, God's Word tells us that it is not appropriate for men and
women of faith to bemoan the good old days. Why is that? This is one
of those questions, the answer to which sheds light on a whole lot of
other things. Here are some reasons that come to mind:

First, how can any human being possibly be in a position to say that
the times in which we live are worse (or better) than previous days? We
can say this in one or two isolated things, perhaps, but never about
'the day~', as a whole!

Our memories can be very deceptive. It is an interesting fact that, so
far as our own personal experience goes, we tend to remember the joys
and to forget the disappointments of the past. Most of us would pro
bably get a rude shock if we suddenly were transported back into the
midst of those 'happy days'. There is no doubt that they contained
many tensions and difficulties which we have long since forgotten,
and probably overcome, and suddenly to feel them again could well
alter our estimate of those past times.

Similarly, it is often true that present troubles loom so large that
they colour the whole of life. It is difficult when they are upon us to
get them in perspective: the whole world seems a miserable place if we
have a pain in one little tooth!

In other words, no human being can be sufficiently detached, let
alone have the depths of wisdom, to pronounce' 'the former days were
better than these". There is only One Who could ever do that, and,. as
we have seen, He warns us against it.

A second thing is that we usually have much too limited ideas about
what is 'good' for us. By "the good old days" we may mean that we
enjoyed ourselves more, another period of life was more interesting,
or even just that things were cheaper! But 'good' means something
much deeper than this. One writer in the Bible says "It is good for me
that I have been afflicted" (Psalm 119:71). Another reminds his
readers that God often disciplines and corrects His children by means
of difficulties and adversities. At the time they may not like it, and it
does not seem 'good' at all. Afterwards, however, they can see it was,
and to the Christian believer, it becomes another proof that he has a
true Father Who is concerned not just to keep him comfortable but to
create in him real and abiding Christian character. This is explained in
Hebrews 12:1-11. The apostle Paul even made the extraordinary state
ment that "all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to His purpose" (Romans 8:28).

So from this deeper point of view the most difficult times in our
lives may one day be revealed to have been the good days!

This leads on to a third reason why it is inappropriate for a Chris
tian to long for the good old days: GOD never changes! For those who



Duncan Matheson

Formerly I had set up repentances as a toll between me and the cross;
now it came freely as the tear that faith wept.

walk with Him, His resources are unlimited. "He is able to do ex
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Ephesians 3:20).
"My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Corinthians 12:9). This wonderful
fact so moved Paul that he was able to say "I take pleasure in infir
mities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ's sake: for when I am weak then am I strong". The harder
things are, the more I know of Jesus Christ's grace and power! This is
triumphant faith indeed!

Then again we have to be careful that we are not found questioning
the wise providence of God. Is it right for Christians to grumble at the
weather? Or to join the never ending 'complaints about the boss'? Or
to bewail past days, and want them to come back? Do we believe that
God controls His world or not? Does He make mistakes? "The Lord
is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works" (Psalm
145:17). "God is the king of all the earth" (Psalm 47:7). Whatever
others may do, Christians should surely be learning to praise God
more for His power and wisdom, not only in the creation of the world,
but for the way He upholds and orders it day by day. "My times are in
Thy hand" (Psalm 31:15).

Finally, there is surely one supreme reason why it is unwise to say
the former days were better than these. To quote the Bible itself:
"Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva
tion" (2 Corinthians 6:2). Whatever else may be lacking in the days in
which we live, they have this surpassing glory, that they are days of
grace; days in which God is still waiting to be found by those who
seek Him, still ready to show mercy to all who call upon Him; the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son, which cleanses from all sin, is still
available to us; His intercession before the Father in heaven will
likewise still avail for us; the way to God and heaven through Him is
still open. How long it will remain so none of us can know. "Today if
ye will hear His voice, harden not your heart." But so long as we live
in such days surely it makes any unfavourable comparison with
former days that we may be tempted to make on other grounds, pale
into insignificance.
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God's Righteous Kingdom, Waiter J. Chantry, Banner of Truth
Trust, 147pp, £1.50.

The sub-title of this helpful little book, "The Law's Connection
with the Gospel", summarises Chantry's particular emphasis. In his
introduction he states, "the Kingdom of God is limited to that domain
where Christ's gracious power has defeated opposing forces of evil
and has brought men into willing submission to his authority" and
thus sets forth his objective, "these studies will not attempt an ex
haustive survey of the kingdom of God. They will concentrate upon
aspects of our Lord's message which will serve to make men stand in
the face of present threats to the church".

His first chapter emphasises the "spiritual essence of the kingdom
of God" and warns against the modern tendency to allow social action
to take place of "soul-winning", which tendency would run counter to
the spiritual nature of the Kingdom. He next cautions against a use of
political means to advance the Kingdom, whose progress and opera
tions are spiritual and, in consequence, of lasting effect: "So spiritual
are the kingdom's increase and the means of its coming that men take
little notice of its presence until surprised at its mighty effects". His
two chapters on "The Kingdom related to Past and Present" and
"related to Present and Future" are a useful study of the position of
the prophets (including John the Baptist) in relation to the Kingdom;
they were not in it, but they will enter, for "in all ages, eras, dispensa
tions, or covenants, man has been saved by sovereign grace through
faith in Jesus Christ". With regard to the Kingdom in the Future, he
inevitably cuts across the eschatalogical views of some, e.g. pre
millenialists, who will nevertheless gladly accept that "with the second
coming the kingdom comes to immediate perfection and lasts for
ever".

An important section of the book relates to "The Standard of
Kingdom Righteousness". Chantry asks, "Is there a moral law? Is
there an abiding expression of the unchanging righteousness of God as
it becomes his moral will for men?". By the way of answer he proceeds
to argue that there must be a moral standard an<;t that standard is
found in the Ten Commandments. He discusses the contentions of
both antinomians and legalists, effectively demolishing their dangerous
doctrines. He thoughtfully says: "Rather than scrap the morallaw, the
Father heaped wrath upon his Son as the only way of saving sinners.
On Calvary, Jesus Christ confirmed the eternal validity of the moral
law". He rightly says, "Undermining the moral law is a serious attack
upon the gospel". He shows that the moral law predates the Mosaic
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economy, first being "inscribed on the very soul of man at creation",
and thus tracing it through the patriarchs, prophets, to Christ, "the
perfect embodiment of the moral law", and further examines the New
Testament writers' frequent use of and quotation from the Ten Com
mandments. He emphasises the need to state the commandments in
full, showing that the two-fold love summary of the law is insufficient
as a substitute, for "it gives no outline whatever as to how love may be
expressed to God or man".

The question as to which parts of the Mosaic law are applicable
today-ceremonial, social, economic, political, or moral-is well
discussed, the conclusion being that all but the moral law are of "the
weak and beggarly elements", and that "in particular the Decalogue
must not be laid aside with theocratic and ceremonial institutions".
Such consideration leads on to the matter of the Sabbath, and Chantry
deals well with "the determined effort to deny that there is a Christian
sabbath day". He touches on the question of "the seventh day" show
ing that the observance of the last day of the week is not "the central
feature of the fourth law", and he answers those who would bring for
ward Paul, Calvin and Bunyan to the support of their desire to
eradicate the fourth commandment.

The closing chapter demonstrates the inextricable fusion of the
concepts of "kingdom" and "church", and warns against those who
attempt to further the "kingdom" without regard for the "church".

Altogether a profitable and timely study, but one could wish the
publishers had not retained the American spelling.

H.J.W.L.

What the Bible Teaches about the Trinity, by Stuart Olyott.
Evangelical Press. 104pp. Price £1.50.

Here is an attractively produced, and vitally important book for use
in pastoral and teaching ministry, which deals with the very heart of
christian faith. It is based on the theological teaching of orthodox
scholars of the present generation.

Written for the intelligent layman, this book is simple in its
language and diction, easy for all to follow; it is thorough in its
analysis of the historical and present-day trends of thought; it is scrip
tural in its principles, presenting a thorough examination of the
teaching of the Bible on the Being of the Godhead; it is above all
spiritual in its application-the doctrine is presented as "a truth to live
by"; and it is attractive in its format with good easy-to-read type.

The use of the book will be to instruct the faithful, because most
believing christians have insufficient understanding of their faith; to
arm the unwary, because in the situation of our country today, the
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Devil, enraged, goeth about seeking whom he may devour, and it is
only "the truth that shall make us free."

Happily this book could well be used as an evangelistic weapon with
Jehovah's Witnesses, Christadelphians, and many others who deny
the basics of christian faith.

God is at work to-day throughout the world, and the provision of
sound exposition of His Word, in the language of to-day, is a major
weapon in the christian armoury.

W.J.P.

Christians Grieve Too, Donald Howard, Banner of Truth Trust.
50pp, SOp.

This book by the Rev. Donald Howard, an Australian, is one of
those rare pearls of Biblical insight and human frankness. The author
explains that, though prepared through faith in Christ for his wife's
death from cancer. he was "ill prepared for grief". His booklet will
help to prepare others.

Like every pearl, this little gem has its kernel, namely Christian
compassion. There is need to share the reality, the experience, indeed
the complication of grief. For this sharing, including our faith, can
bring the relief of honest, open grieving and will encourage hope in
our grief and with our Blessed Hope, a present possession, will restore
"stability to the emotionally disturbed".

I would have preferred the title "Christians, share your grieving".
As the author says "No one ought: ever to feel alone when a member
of a church". Avoiding a conspiracy of silence (Eph. 4:25), showing
sympathy in practical ways, initiating discussion, sharing memories,
encouraging the expression of complex emotions, helps the bereaved
bear their grief. Thus this informative booklet not only aids our
understanding of grief but also advocates Christian comfort to t'he
bereaved.

D.L.W.

Christian Worthies; Francis Coxon, 262pp hardback, £7.50 plus
postage; Zoar Publications, 44 Queens Drive, Ossett, W. Yorks.

Your reviewer was delighted to receive this attractively produced
book with its pleasing black and white illustrations. The contents of
the book, apart from thirteen pages of verse, appeared in the Gospel
Magazine during the editorship of the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes. Some
of our readers will recall Mr. Coxon's regular contributions and may
like to have his articles in more permanent form.

The author deals with a variety of characters and incidents in his 43
chapters, which are enriched by extracts from some of the great
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divines who left their mark not only on their own but on succeeding
generations. Here one may read of such men as William Tyndale,
Samuel Rutherford, Thomas Boston and William Grimshaw, and find
it an uplifting and rewarding experience. Mr Coxon certainly covers a
vast field revealing his wide reading and interests. If one may venture
a small criticism, it would have been better if the chapters had been
arranged either chronologically or alphabetically.

"A sense of history is a highly useful gift" writes the Hon.
Secretary of the Gospel Magazine Trust in the Preface. The careful
reading of Christian Worthies will, I believe, help to stimulate and
develop a sense of history which is lacking today even in professedly
evangelical circles.

M.H.

Preach the Word; Denis Lane. Evangelical Press. l05pp, £1.50.
The author and the reviewer were contemporaries at college and

have met only once in twenty-eight years. It was therefore an
interesting experience to peruse this book. Mr. Lane has spent most of
his ministry with the Overseas Missionary Fellowship and is at present
the Overseas Director.

Mr. Lane's aim is to encourage expository preaching and he draws
on his own experience gained over the years. He deals with such
themes as "the preacher and his message"; "the nature of expository
preaching"; "planned preaching" etc. He makes a strong plea for
more adequate use of the psalms in preaching. The writer reminds
those who occupy pulpits "in faithfulness to God and in a spirit of
love we are bound to proclaim the whole truth of God. Only then are
we true to our calling". His subject matter is clearly presented,
revealing the author's disciplined mind (he holds a degree in law).

There are many helpful suggestions in the book and it would prove
most useful to those who are at the beginning of their ministry; but
none are too old to gain further help for their work.

M.H.

Paul's three desires
The apostle had three great desires and each centred in Christ:

The first was to be found in Christ. Phil. 3:9
The second was to magnify Christ. Phil. 1:20
The third was to be with Christ. PhiI. 1:23

Each was realized.
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Faith
It is the character of faith to count on God, not simply in spite of

difficulty, but in spite of impossibility. Faith is not concerned about
means; it counts upon the promise of God.

To the natural man the believer may seem to lack prudence; never
theless from the moment it becomes a question of means which render
the things easier to man, it is no longer God acting; it is no longer His
work where means are looked to.

When, with man, there is impossibility, God must come in; and it is
so much the more evidenced to be the right way since God only does
that which He wills.

Faith has reference to His will and to that only; thus it consults not
either about means or circumstances; in other words it consults not
with flesh and blood.

When faith is weak, external means are beforehand reckoned on in
the work of God. Let us remember that when things are feasible to
man, there is no longer need of the energy of the Spirit.

"Without faith it is impossible to please Him; for he that cometh to
God must believe that He is, and that He is the rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him." Hebrews 11 :6.

-George Muller.

OUR MISSION FIELDGoin, .

Goin, .

Goin,...
to where
the people are

..R;;PEIBIBU 11 EVERY'" .. .-~....-..r-
~ MISSION FOR'" -

lCCAl" HOME EVANGELISM
Dept.L3, 3,Grange Road, ElIham, Surrey,

TW209QW.....:::.:_=r~~:. ,
"4II1II Fou,ul" •• TtI4I C'ulaU... Colport••• A••oelatloft In '814


