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Editorial
The christian faith centres around the cross and the resurrection. The

Apostle Paul, in his summary of the essentials of the faith, says ,,Christ
died for our sins...He rose again the third day according to the Scrip-
tures" (1 Cor. 15:3,4). We cannot really separate these two great facts.
The cross without the resurrection would be stripped of its glorious
power and triumph. We worship a living Lord.

No human eye saw Him rise from the tomb. The women from Galilee
saw the body laid in the tomb but on the morning of the third day the
grave was empty. He had risen, as He said He would. His resurrection is
a miraculous as His birth.

During His ministry the Lord Jesus raised three people from the
dead-Jairus' daughter, the young man at Nain and Lazarus. They were
restored to life only in the end to die again; the Saviour rose to a new
life and lives, as the New Testament affirms, ,,in the power of an
endless life". They had the same human bodies, subject to the same
limitation as before; but He rose with a glorified body, not subject to
pain, sorrow and weakness.

The message of the resurrection had a profound effect upon the
disciples. What a difference it made to their faith! When He had
forewarned them about the cross they had never come to terms with it.
When the women announced the joyous news of the resurrection ,,they

believed them not" (Luke 24:ll). All this was altered when He ap-
peared to them-all doubts vanished, they knew He was the everJiving
Lord.

Their lives, too, were transfomed. They lived their lives on a higher
plane, in the power of His risen life. They went out to serve Him
regardless of the cost. They were delivered from the fear of man and liv-
ed rejoicing every day.

Let us catch some echo of this assured confidence; may we be enabled
to say with the fullest conviction:

"Jesus lives! our hearts know well
Nought from us His love shall sever;
Life, nor death, nor powers of hell
Tear us from His keeping ever. Alleluiq!"
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When not to Pray
TIMOTHY G. ALFORD

The Rev. Timothy Alford is the minister of Great Victoria Street Bap-
tist Church, Belfast, and was formerly in Felixstowe, Suffolk.

Jeremiah 14:II and II:14

Perhaps it surprises you to read these words spoken by the Lord to
Jeremiah. We are used to hearing the commands and calls to prayer, so
to be confronted with a ban like this is quite startling. Are there really
times when God tells people not to pray? Why should He issue this ter-
rible prohibition? The answer lies in the context of these Scriptures, so
if you really want to know whether it is a waste of time to pray in cer-
tain situations, it would be wise to read more of the prophecy of
Jeremiah. In doing so you will see why God refused to listen to prayers.
I think you will also observe a disturbing similarity between the offen-
ding conditions then and now.

God's richest mercies had been treated with contempt.

Look at the story of the linen belt in l3:l-11. Jeremiah was told to
buy and wear a linen belt, and then to hide it in rocks near a river. After
a while he was told to retrieve it, only to find that it had rotted and was
completely useless. God then explained to the prophet that this was an
object lesson about His relationship with Israel and Judah who had
been bound and encircled by the love of Jehovah. They had been
brought into close communion with Him, and had been made complete-
ly dependent on Him for direction, support, and preservation. In addi-
tion to these mercies, the Lord identified Himself with them so that they
would bring honour to His illustrious Name.

"For as a belt is bound round a man's waist, so I bound the
whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah to me,
declares the Lord, to be my people for my renown and praise
and honour. But they have not listened".

Imagine the distress caused to a devoted husband whose wife
disregards her wedding ring and all that it signifies. These favoured an-
cient people had been joined to the Lord, but like an adulterous wife
they had forsaken their Divine husband. They no longer wanted Him.

The favours and distinctions of Christians are even greater, and, alas,
so is their contempt for the mercies of Cod sometimes. We have an even
more intimate relationship with the One who assumed our nature, and
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became bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. By His Spirit He dwells
in us, and is our very life, so that we are 'one Spirit with Him'. Vile and
worthless as we are in ourselves, God provides for us to be renewed
after His own image in righteousness and true holiness, so that we may
be a praise to His Name. But if we are out of communion with the
Lord, and if the belt of our commitment is decayed, we are not to pray
for blessing but to expect judgement.

God's holy laws had been violated with regularity.

According to 13:22,23 their occasional lapses into disobedience had
become a habitual way of life. It was now as impossible for them to
change their ways as for a coloured man to change his skin, or for a
leopard to remove its spots. Sin is like this. If unchecked it gains the
mastery. As with other parts of man's constitution, sin is strengthened
by exercise: the mind, memory, and muscles acquire a facility in doing
things which at first are difficult, and it is just the same with evil habits.
The first violations of God's holy laws may not be without a struggle,
but repeated disobedience deadens the conscience and weakens the will.
until not even the smallest temptations can be resisted. Sow a thought,
reap an action; sow an action, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a
character; sow a character; reap a destiny!

The principle in such verses as 13:24-27 and 14:10 is found elsewhere
in the Word of God, namely that if I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me. There is no point whatever in praying for bless-
ing if your life is controlled by the power of evil habits and ways, for the
Lord does not bless disobedience, He does not sanction sin. The im-
penitent and stubborn heart of the Pharisee is not in touch with God, so
he succeeds only in praying with himself.

God's pure truth had been corrupted with error

Having turned from the truth as preached by the Lord's messengers,
these ancient people were now being deluded by false prophets:
14:.13-16. Persistent indifference or disobedience to the Word of God
provokes Him to give people over to a spirit of deception, so that they
will even believe a lie. This really is one of the most terrible of the
Lord's judgements. "They that oppose their own thoughts to God's
Word walk in the deceit of their heart, and it will be their ruin"-Mat-
thew Henry.

It really is a dreadful thing to abandon the Word of God, and as a
result to be abandoned by God and left to the imaginations of darkened
minds. What a delusion it is to prefer the l ies of hell to the truth of
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heaven. But this is surely what is happening today. We see it in the rise
of the cults, and in the increasing secularisation of life. We see it also in
the tragic abandoning of belief in the inerrancy of Scripture by those
who still purport to be evangelical. The term 'evangelical' once in-
dicated an unreserved attitude to the Bible as the Word of God, but this
seems no longer to be the case. We see this neglect of the pure Word
wherever the diligent private reading of Scripture is in decline, and
wherever Biblical preaching is minimized. Such trends invariably ac-
company the growth of practices and beliefs which contain within
themselves the seeds of error, and which in due course will produce a
harvest of shame.

In view of the sentimental views of God which are common
nowadays, someone might be tempted to wonder if God will really
refuse to bless us while these things exist. They might argue that the ef-
fectual fervent prayers of God's children avail much. It seems as though
Jeremiah himself found it hard to believe that prayer for blessing would
fall on deaf ears, so he pleads with God in 14:19-22.It is a prayer full of
rare earnestness and entreaty, but his praying was in vain:

"Then the Lord said to me: Even if Moses and Samuel were
to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this peo-
ple. Send them away from my presence! Let them go! And
if they shall ask you, 'Where shall we go?' tell [hem....."
l5 : l ,2 .

What a statement! It is difficult to imagine a more vehement expres-
sion of Divine indignation. Here is God saying that He will not be
troubled by these people any more, and that no amount of praying will
make any difference. Not even the mediation of such outstanding men
of prayer as Moses and Samuel would achieve any good. These two
were famed for their effectual intercessions, for many times Israel
would have been destroyed if Moses had not intervened. Samuel too
had on occasions pleaded successfully for them (l Sam. 12:19). Now it
was too late, for the patience of Cod was exhausted, and His chastening
judgements were at the door.

In such circumstances is there anything that the man or woman of
God can do, or must they simply await the impending disasters of which
God has given warning? Having learned the lesson that this was no time
to ask God to bless the nation, Jeremiah begins to exercise self-
judgement: l5:15-18. As he honestly examines himself before the Lord
he receives a most gracious response, a response typical of that faithful
God Who in wrath remembers mercy. The Lord told Jeremiah what to
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do, and what to expect, leaving him in no doubt that personal repen-
tance leads to personal restoration:

"If you repent, I will restore you, that you may serve me: if
you utter worthy, not worthless words, you will be my
spokesman".

Even in the midst of the calamities which were to befall Judah and
Israel, Jeremiah would not be cast off by God but would through
faithfulness retain his usefulness. Of course, the ever-present tempta-
tion would be to revert to the sinful ways of his contemporaries, but he
must not yield to such temptation:

"Let this people turn to you, but you must not turn to
them",

No doubt he would wonder whether history would repeat itself, and
he would then find himself the object of their cruelty and hate. Had he
not already suffered much at the hands of this wayward people? Know-
ing the fears of His servant, the Lord assured him that no matter how
intense the conflict might be, nor how outnumbered he might feel, there
was no need to fear because the Lord Himself would be his strength and
protector (15:20,21).

We are living in days of widespread apostasy and wickedness, and the
troubles which afflict our own and many other nations are but the harb-
ingers of worse to come. It is important to recognise that when the mer-
cies of God are despised, and the laws of God are violated, and the
truth of God is corrupted, not even the prayers of the holiest of men can
secure the blessing of God. Then is the time for judgement and not mer-
cy. True men and women of God must judge and examine themselves at
such a time as this, for it is a time for personal repentance. It is also a
time for recognising that formal religion is useless, and that attention to
the mere externals of a Christian profession will avail nothing:

"Although they fast, I will not listen to their cry; though
they offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not ac-
cept them" l4:12.

Yet there is hope, for it is also a time for remembering that "the

sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise" (Psalm 5l:17).
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New Testament Christians
"Believers" Acts 5:14, I Tim. 4:12, Heb. 10:39

MALCOLM JONES
The writer of this article exercises a faithful ministry in Maesycwmmer,
in Mid-Glamorgan.

We are living in days of great confusion, where there is so much mud-
dled thinking. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the sphere of
Christian truth. We must therefore be as clear and as plain as we
possibly can when dealing with Christian truth. Take for example the
question, "What is a Christian?" Our understanding here is of the ut-
most importance. For this is not an abstract matter, nor a subject mere-
ly for debate, but something that confronts us with the sober prospect
of life and death. Clearly this gives it an urgency that demands our im-
mediate attention.

In the New Testament, Christians are described in various ways.
They are called believers, disciples, Christians, witnesses and so on. In
this article I want to consider briefly the title, "Believers" and its
cognates.

Christians are commonly described in the New Testament as
believers. For example in Acts 5:14 "believers were added to the Lord".
Paul in I Timothy 4:12 exhorts young Timothy, "be thou an example of
the believers". The writer to the Hebrews in c.l0 v 39 exhorts his readers
with the words, "we are not of them that draw back to perdition, but of
them that believe". Even by limiting ourselves to these three scriptures,
we are nevertheless given a clear and comprehensive answer to our ques-
tion. The references show that a Christian is someone who has been
joined to the Lord, saved from eternal destruction and called to live in
this life in a manner that is pleasing to God. At this juncture, I want to
call your attention to three important matters. They are, "How does a
person become a believer?", "What does it mean to believe?" and,
"Who is to be the object of our belief?".

Firstly, "How does a person become a believer?" The New Testa-
ment declares that "belief" or "trust" comes as a result of hearing.
What is heard is "the Word of faith" Rom. l0:8, "the Word of God"
(or Christ) Rom. l0:17, "the Word of the truth of the gospel" Eph.
l:13. In other words, on hearing the gospel faith is kindled in the heart
by the ministry of the Holy Spirit; the good-news that begins by expos-
ing our sin, showing it to be blasphemy against God, and treason
against His majesty. It goes on to tell us that in the God-appointed time,
Christ came into the world "to seek and to save that which was lost".
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This necessitated the Son of God going to the death of the cross, rising
the third day that all who believe upon Him might receive forgiveness
and life everlasting.

Secondly, "What does it mean to believe?" What are we to under-
stand by "believing" or "faith"? On the one hand it is right to say that
faith is able to grasp the objective facts of the gospel. The Puritan,
Thomas Watson wrote, "Faith is seated in the understanding...it has an
eye to see Christ". Elisha Coles, a lesser known preacher wrote, "faith
is your spiritual optic". Yet, on the other hand, we must understand
"faith" as personal trust. In the Old Testament, for example, "faith" is
often described in this way. The scholars tell us that there are four
Hebrew words which are translated by the word "trust" in our bible.
One is galol, which means "to roll upon" in the sense of laying a burden
upon another. A second word is chul, meaning "to stay upon" with the
idea of trusting when you cannot always trace. Job clearly knew
something of this in Job 13:15, when he cried "though He slay me, yet
will I trust Him". Another word is chasah, which means "to take
refuge" as in Prov. l8:10, "the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the
righteous runneth into it, and is safe". The last word, botach, means to
"lean upon", the action of someone who needs help. These words pic-
ture for us someone who feels utterly helpless, looking outside of
himself for help. The hymn writer expresses this well: "Other refuge
have I none, hangs my helpless soul on Thee".

Lastly, "Who is to be the object of our faith, or personal trust?" In
scripture "faith" or "trust" always has an object. It is never an end in
itself. Sometimes God is said to be the object of our trust. Long ago the
saintly John Trapp wrote, "it is the nature of faith to believe God upon
His bare Word". Yet the New Testament calls us with greater frequency
to make Christ the One in whom we must trust. The call of the New
Testament is "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved". Again, Thomas Watson wrote "faith...as a wing to fly to
Christ". A great preacher of the seventeenth century, Thomas Brooks,
wrote, "till men have faith in Christ their best services are but glorious
sins".

In conclusion, listen to John Wesley testifying as to how he became a
believer. "I went to Aldersgate one evening where one was reading
Luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About quarter before
nine I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ
alone for salvation and an assurance was given me that He had taken
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death."
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The work of an Evangelist
DONALD A. DUNKERLEY

The writer ministers in the United States with the Presbyterian
Evangelistic Fellowship.

In listing the different Ministers of the Word that Christ gives to His
Church, Paul includes evangelists as well as pastor-teachers (Ephesians
4:  I  1 ) .

A distinct order of evangelists existed in the New Testament Church.
Philip was called, "Philip the evangelist" (Acts 21:8). His ministry is
described in Acts 8, which pictures his leadership in a mass evangelistic
movement in Samaria and also his skill in personal evangelism on the
road to Gaza.

"Do the work of an evangelist" (2 Timothy 4:5), Paul charges
Timothy, the young pastor at Ephesus. This indicates that the distinc-
tion between pastor-teacher and evangelist is not rigid. It is not that the
pastor is to minister exclusively to the saved, while the evangelist labors
solely to bring the good news to the unconverted. At the same time,
Paul's charge indicates that a distinction exists. A pastor ministers
mainly among believers and needs to be exhorted not to neglect the
witness to the unsaved that is the evangelist's principal calling.

Some have felt that the ministry of evangelists was a temporary one
intended only for the apostolic era. They would consider it on a par
with the ministry of apostles and prophets. But where is the re-
quirement that evangelists, like apostles, must be eye-witnesses of the
resurrection (Acts l:22)? Where is the teaching that the ministry of an
evangelist must be authenticated with miraculous and extraordinary
gifts, as is required of an apostle (2 Corinthians 12:12)?

The prophet, by the very nature of his office, utters new revelations
to a church that yet lacks a complete canon of Scripture. But there is
nothing temporary about the ministry of the evangelist. Indeed, until
Christ returns the world will have many who will need to hear and be
persuaded by the Gospel.

God did not cease giving evangelists to His Church when the
apostolic era ended. One thinks of many down through history. John
Bunyan, David Brainerd, George Whitefield, Asahel Nettleton,
William Chalmers Burns-these are some of the obvious names,
because they are best known to us and they preached in English. But is
it not true that God has given evangelists to His Church in every age,
whether or not we know their names?

There are others who recognize that Christ gives evangelists, but then
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they act as if that were not true, or act at least as if His supply is ex-
hausted and He has none for His Church today.

There are fine, orthodox, evangelical churches that have gone for
decades without a series of special services by a visiting evangelist. And
they are the poorer for it!

There are pastors who are prickly, sensitive, defensive, to suggestions
that they open their pulpits to visiting evangelists. Are they afraid that
all evangelists must be man-centred, flashy and shallow, just because
some are? Or are some not jealous, over-protective and possessive of
their flocks, unwilling to expose their people to Ministers that might
have gifts that they themselves do not?

Is it not possible that an evangelist may be able to reach some that the
pastor is unable to reach effectively-and what pastor can reach
everyone with equal power?

May not a new voice and a new approach be used to stir new life in a
congregation which has become comfortably familiar with the voice of
the pastor?

Perhaps an evangelist may stir up the believers to a new enthusiasm
to witness for Christ and a new compassion to win the lost, and the
heart of the pastor may be delighted and thrilled with the results!

I write with a bias. I am a full-time evangelist with the presbyterian
Evangelistic Fellowship. I see what Cod is doing in special services with
evangelists, and I see so many churches that desperately need such
ministries and yet are often too fast asleep to know they have a need
(Revelation 3:2).

And I have yet another bias. I was a full-time pastor for 19 years
before God called me to resign the pastorate and enter my present
ministry. There are congregations which now regularly hold special ser-
vices with visiting evangelists because I encouraged that practice when I
was their pastor. I have seen the blessing that has resulted. Indeed, I
have been so convinced that I have gone into full-time evangelism in
order that more churches may have this opportunity.

How long has it been since your congregation had a series of meetings
with an evangelist?

Is it not time to plan such a series now?

Grace cannot be severed from its fruits.
fa i th .  vou wi l l  soon have James'  works.

If Cod gives you Paul's

A. M. Toplad.v.
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For Younger Readers
JOHN TALLACH

SOME OF HOGG'S FRIENDS (1)

In the lost three issues of 'The Gospel Magazine', you read about
Thomas Hogg. I would like to tell you now about o few of the people
who knew Hogg well.

While Hogg was chaplain to the Earl of Sutherland at Dunrobin Cas-
tle, a man called Munro often came to stay at that castle in the north of
Scotland. For Hogg, this visitor came rather too often. He usually
sought Hogg out when he came, and spent a lot of time in his company.
He talked and talked and talk:d. Munro was related to the Earl who
employed Hogg as his chaplain; Hogg could not simply tell this guest of
the Earl 's to leave him alone.

Hogg prayed about this problem, then he made up his mind what to
do. He would just tell Munro, in a kind way, that it was not to God's
glory to waste endless hours talking about unimportant things. Hogg
thought, ' If Munro does not take offence, then perhaps what I say wil l
do him good. But if he takes offence, then he will not take up my time
any more and I will be free to spend my time more usefully'.

Soon, Hogg was once more in Munro's company. After they had
talked for a little while there was a pause, and during it Hogg prayed to
God for help. Then he turned to Munro and said: 'Sir, I have great
respect for you and your family. Your people before you were kind to
my forebears, and I am in your debt. I have been.wondering how best I
could show my gratitude to you; and I have decided that the best way is,
to speak freely to you about the needs of your soul'. Munro might have
been annoyed at this. He might have thought, 'Now I am going to get a
big sermon from the Castle Chaplain'. But he told Hogg to carry on. So
Hogg told Munro that it was wrong to talk without any thought about
pleasing God or helping others to please Him. Hogg finished by saying,
'The presence of a prince would make us careful about how we spoke.
Surely it should make us careful, too, when we remember that God is
always present, and hears all that we say'.

Munro listened; and, when Hogg had finished, he was not angry at
all. He confessed that he had been doing wrong. After that, he still
spent a lot of time in Hogg's company. But now he did not waste the
minister's time; instead, they nearly always talked together about the
things of God.

Time passed, Hogg left Dunrobin Castle and became minister at
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Kiltearn. Then, when he had been there for some time, he got a big sur-
prise. It was Munro who had come to visit him! But there was an even
bigger surprise in store. Munro had not been long inside the manse door
when he explained to Hogg the real reason why he had come: .you

know that God sometimes tells His people that the end of their time in
this world is drawing near', he said. 'Well, God has told me that I am
soon to go to my eternal rest. I was wondering where I would best like
to end my days. Seeing no company does me such good as yours, I
made up my mind that I would come to die with you.'

Poor Hogg was taken aback. It was extraordinary for someone to
come to die with him! It was perhaps even more extraordinary for a
man to be talking about dying at all, when he looked so healthy. Hogg
tried to change the subject. He thought that his friend must be sad, and
he tried to cheer him up.

But Munro was right. He was only a day or two in the Kiltearn manse
when he took a fever from which he died. During the days of his illness,
Hogg himself looked after him. But when the Lord's Day came, Hogg
asked someone else to stay in with Munro while he went to church. But
after everyone else had gone, Munro sent this attendant to get
something; and while he was away he got out of bed and put on his
clothes. Then he made his way shakily down the stairs, across the short
distance to the church, and went in as quietly as he could. Hogg was
near the end of his sermon before he noticed the man who was supposed
to be in bed in the manse. After the service, Munro made his way back
to the manse and climbed into bed again. When Hogg came up the
stairs he was ready to give his patient a row. However Munro did not let
him get that far. 'The first sermon that did me good', he said, ,I heard
from you at the Earl of Sutherland's house of Dunrobin. Since that
time I have hoped that the last sermon I would hear would be from you
as well. I will not get any more; neither do I need any more.' Whatever
Hogg's text was, it was very precious to at least one listener in his
church that day. He repeated it time and again, together with some of
the things Hogg said about it, between then and the day that he died.

If you ever visit the ruin of Hogg's church, if you ever climb up the
outside stairway to the gallery and look out over the narrow stretch of
sea towards the Black Isle, think of the day wfen Munro struggled over
to that same church, looking forward to what he knew would be the last
sermon he would ever hear.

William Balloch

When Hogg was banished from his congregation at Kiltearn in Ross-
shire, he went first to Morayshire, where a rich friend gave him a place
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to stay. Hogg had been forbidden to preach, but he preached just the
same. And as he preached, sometimes in a house or barn, sometimes on
a hillside, many people came to know Jesus as their Saviour' William
Balloch was one of these. He was so grateful to God for having heard
Hogg preach that he wanted to help Hogg. He became a kind of friend
and servant to him. and went with him from that time till the day of
Hogg's death.

The house where Hogg and his wife lived in Morayshire was called
Knockoudie. It was a farm-house, and Balloch worked the ground

which belonged to the farm. One day Hogg was taking a walk around

the farm when he came on Balloch in a field that he was ploughing.

Balloch was releasing the oxen from the plough as Hogg came up to him

and asked him how he was. Balloch replied that he was very well. He

also added an explanation. 'I go in between the oxen before I take them

out in the morning,' he said, 'and before I take them out at midday, and

after I have put them up for the night; and I bow my knees and call on

the Lord. and He comes down and gives me His presence there"

One day Balloch was not fit to go out into the fields to plough. He

was not even fit to get out of bed. He had a fever, and there was another

thing that was upsetting him. He did not feel the presence of God in his

illness as he had felt it when he knelt between the oxen in the field. He

wanted to tell Hogg about the things that were worrying him' He made

himself get out of bed, and managed to climb up the stairs on his hands

and knees. Then he knocked at the door of Hogg's room and asked to
get in for a talk with him. But Hogg refused to see him. He was not

heartless, but he was just about to hold a service in the house, and he

could not see Balloch at that moment. There was nothing for poor

Balloch to do but crawl down the stairs again and climb back into bed!

But the bed was not very far from where Hogg held the service. And as

Hogg preached, God guided him to speak about the very matters which

were upsetting Balloch. So God gave Balloch the answer to his ques-

tions in a more wonderful way than if he had had the chance to spell

everything out to the minister.
Sittoch served Hogg for about thirty years. He was with him in the

Bass Rock, he was with him in prison in London. He was with him

when he returned to his own congregation in the summer of 1691. And

he was with him as, during the following winter, Hogg became ill and

died.
Not long before Hogg's death, Balloch heard him groaning and ask-

ed him if ii was pain in his body or in his soul that was troubling him.
'No soul trouble, man', Hogg replied. 'For a hundred and a hundred

times my Lord has assured me that I shall be with him for ever.' on

another day Hogg said, 'I cannot give a look to the Lord but I am fully
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persuaded of his everlasting love'. It must have made a faithful servant
glad, after following his master through all his suffering, to see him so
happy at the end.

The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

The all-sufficiency of Christ for the work of reconciliation.
(Ch. l: vv. 19-23)

I. The object of Christ's coming into the world wqs to make reconcilia-
tion.

"For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell: and
having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile
al l  th ings to Himsel f . "  v .19,20.

Let us note here that the initiative came from God. It was not man
who made the first move, or any more. Man was the rebel, and had no
desire to be reconciled, all he wanted was to go his own way. Notice too,
it was not that Christ came to reconcile an angry God to rebellious man.
The initiative came from God, the eternal Trinity. The Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit were entirely at one in their desire and plan to recon-
cile the rebellious world to God. "God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son." Jn. 3:16. "The Father sent the Son to be tne
Saviour of the world." I Jn.4:14. The Son was eager to come. "Then

said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me. I
delight to do thy wil l O God." Ps. 40:7,8; and Heb. l0:7. Christ came,
not simply to teach and to do good, He came as a mediator to reconcile
God and man. In order to be such, He must needs be perfect God, and
perfect man, hence we read that God was pleased to have all His fulness
dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself.
Christ is all-sufficient for this work of reconciliation.

2. The method of reconciliation.
"Having made peace through the blood of his cross." v.20.
There are three things to note here. (a) He reconciled all things to

himself. This leaves no place for any other Saviour, or intermediary.
"Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved." Acts 4:12.
(b) The terrible nature of sin. Nothing but the blood of Christ can make
propitiation for sin. "He is the propitiation for our sins: and nct for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." I John 2:2. lt is
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quite impossible for God just to pass over sin, and forget it. Sin is
rebellion against God; and so long as it remains there can be no peace

with God. Sin is the transgression of the law, and the law is summed up
in the words, "thou shalt love the Lord thy God.'., and thy neighbour
as thyself". Sin is destructive of love, it must be dealt with if there is to
be any love at all. (c) Consider the great love of God. He loved sinners
so much that He gave his own Son to save them. Think what the Father
suffered; He must smite his own Son, and in doing so, He suffered
something that we can never understand-separation from His Son.
How terrible sin is!

3. The scope of the reconciliation.
"He reconciled all things to Himself: by Him I say, whether they be

things in earth, or things in heaven." v.20.
Notice the link here with v.16. "By Him were all things created, that

are in heaven, and that are in earth'" The reconciliation is as wide as the

creation. In earth, the whole rebellious race of men benefits, though all
are not saved. It is by virtue of the death of Christ that "God maketh

the sun to rise on the evil and on fhe good, and sendeth rain on the just

and on the unjust". Matt. 5:45. When Adam sinned the ground was cur-

sed, but "the creation itself shall be delivered from the bondage of cor-

ruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of God". Rom' 8:21.

He reconciled all things to Himself; whether they be things in earth, or

things in heaven. Paul appears to say the same thing in Eph. 1:10. "In

the dispensation of the fulness of times, He might gather together in one

all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth."

But what are these things in heaven which Christ reconciled by his

blood? If a province of a great empire rebels against its lawful ruler, all

true fellowship is broken between that province and the rest of the em-
pire. It seems than that when man rebelled against God, all fellowship

between the inhabitants of heaven and rebellious man was broken. It is

only by the atoning death of our Lord that this fellowship can be

restored.

4. The results of this reconciliation to the believer'
"And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind

by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh

through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable

in h is  s ight . "  v .21,22.
As far as believers are concerned, the object of this reconciliation is

that they may be presented in this perfected condition before the throne

of God. All the lines of thought in this section lead up to this glorious

climax. Nothing less will satisfy the heart of God. What a prospect! But
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let us note this fact; this result will begin to appear in the life of the
believer immediately following his conversion. The moment he believes,
all his sins are washed away, he is born of God and receives the new
nature of a child of God. He receives the gift of eternal life and is
brought into fellowship with God. He is set apart from all others to be
God's own possession, he is holy. Beloved, this is stupendous. None but
Christ is sufficient for this. Let us bow and worship.

5. Note God's appointed way for us to become partakers of this recon-
cilistion.

"If ye continue in the faith (your faith) grounded and settled, and be
not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I
Paul am made a minister." v.23.

You will see that it is by faith only. We do not become holy by any ef-
forts of our own, nor do we receive forgiveness of sins as a reward for
anything that we may do, or suffer. We do not become holy and
unblameable in God's sight by continuing in some code of practice
which may be described as the faith. We only partake of these benefits
of the atoning work of Christ by personal faith in him. "By grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."
Eph. 2:8. There is no saving merit in our faith, it is simply the hand,
moved by grace to receive the free gift of God. Notice here the words
"if ye continue in your faith grounded and settled". True faith is not
one single isolated act in which Christ is received; it is the beginning of a
new way of life which characterises the believer. "The just shall live by
faith." Gal. 3: I I . "He that believeth on Me shall never thirst." Holiness
of life is the product of the Holy Spirit; and only appears as we yield
ourselves in faith to the Lord Jesus in each circumstance of our lives.
Who is sufficient for these things? Christ alone is all-sufficient. Praise
His Name.

"Sharply he reproved sin, sweetly he preached Christ crucified,
pithily he impugned heresy and error, and earnestly he persuaded to
godly life."
-this was written of John Bradford who met a martyr's death in
1  555 .
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Resurrection
A seRvoN By rHE r-Rrs Veny RevEnENo Heuny LAw, M.A.

DreN op GLoucESTER.
"I om the Resurrection." John II:25.

Whose lips proclaim this mighty word? Who is the speaker claiming
such authority? Is it on earth that this announcement sounds? Can it be
the calm utterance of sober mind? Is attention due to it as emanating
from One Who spake what He well knew, and testified an indubitable
truth?

Let all doubt vanish, as morning mists before the orb of day. Let
reverence give heed. Let adoration meekly bow. Jesus here appears in
the character of the true, "the faithful Witness". The Word, the eternal
Word-He Who is light, and in Whom there is no darkness at all: He
Who cannot deceive, and cannot be deceived-thus testifies. He in
Whom "are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" gives this
sublime revelation, "I am the Resurrection". Jesus the speaker, of
Himself thus speaks-to Himself He points, exclaiming, "I am the
Resurrection ".

The question now occurs, What is the purport of the term? What is
its main significance? Accurate definitions lead to accurate conclusions.
The end will not be reached, when first steps move in a wrong course.
The target should be seen before the arrow flies.

Doubtless the word is often used in figurative sense. It lends ex-
pressive aid to exemplify divers occurrences. When wintry sods relax
and hardened fields assume again their verdant carpet; when flowers
bloom and buds expand, and renovated beauty clothes the earth,
Nature is said to put on her resurrection-dress. When the soul has felt
the absence of heavenly dew, when grace has languished and no genial
breeze from above have nourished spiritual shoots, when after this cold
period the Spirit revisits the heart, and renews the joys of holy commu-
nion, a metaphor speaks of the resurrection of the inner man. Other
revivals might be characterized as resurrections.

But there is no figurative meaning in these words, "I am the Resur-
rection". The context at once claims literal acceptance. Let thought now
realize the scene of utterance. The lifeless frame of Lazarus had recently
been carried to the grave. Jesus seeks Bethany to comfort the weeping
sisters. Martha hastens to meet Him. In reply to her impassioned grief,
He gives her the assurance, "Thy brother shall rise again". The
mourner acquiesces in the truth. She knew that her brother's body
should not lie always in the grave. She assents that it again shall be ar-
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rayed with life and'again shall possess all properties of being. It is in
connection with this assent that Jesus sublimely cries, "I am the Resur-
rection".

We here learn that Jesus speaks of the Resurrection of the body, and
that this marvel shall be accomplished through the direct exercise of His
mighty power.

Let grateful joy now revel in these wondrous tidings! When death
opens the cage, the spirit flies to separate existence. It leaves the
deserted tenement to crumble into dust. But the soul, alive without the
body, is not entire and perfect man. It is but one portion of the total be-
ing. For man to be complete the body must again resuscitate. The com-
ponent parts must live, co-partners of one tenement. A re-animated
frame must receive the ever-living soul. Then man is man again. How
delightedly, then, should we drink in the heaven-born assurance, "I am
the Resurrection".

We rely not on utterance alone for this grand comfort. Indeed, if
Jesus had once thus spoken, faith would possess sufficient ground for
solid standing, its feet would rest on a firm rock; it could confront a
world of doubters and trample down all sneering fallacies. But to fill the
believing heart with confidence, Jesus adds demonstration to His word.
Few moments are allowed to pass, when at His word a dead body lives
again.

He asks, "Where have ye laid him?" They guide Him to the grave.
"It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it." He orders its removal and hav-
ing lift up His eyes to heaven in supplication to His Father, He cried
with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth". There is no delay. Instantly
death withdraws its hold. The body "that was dead came forth". Thus
Jesus by undoubted fact established what His lips had recently declared,
"I am the Resurrection". Had this fact only been exhibited, faith would
rejoice in perfect confirmation. It would righly exult and sing, Jesus is
"the Resurrection". His voice declares it. His deed corroborates it. But
this is not the only instance where Christ manifests His power to loosen
the grasp of death. Let thought review the early days of His ministry.
Jairus, high in Jewish rank, with supplicating urgency implored that
death might not remove his little daughter. He asked much, and he ob-
tained more. What an encouragement to bold and earnest prayer! The
youthful sufferer expired. Great was the lamentation! Jesus hastened to
the spot, and entered the chamber of the lifeless child. He takes her
hand, and speaking with all authority, as "the Resurrection", cries,
"Damsel, I say unto thee, arise" (Mark 5:41). He displays His re-
animating power. "Straightway the damsel arose, and walked."

Jesus multiplies evidence that faith may with stronger grasp cling to
Him as "the Resurrection". In His journeyings He approaches Nain.
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According to the pre-arrangements of His will, when He reached the
gate, "there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother,
and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. And
when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, and said unto her,
Weep not. And He came and touched the bier: and they that bare him
stood sti l l". And now He, Who is "the Resurrection", speaks: "Young

man, I say unto thee, Arise". The word goes forth, almighty in authori-
ty, and arrayed with the strength of Omnipotence. No opposition
checks obedience. No foes in earth or hell can stay the mandate. In-
stantly the corpse resumes its former life. "He that was dead sat up, and
began to speak. And He delivered him to his mother" (Luke 7:l l-15).
Thus assurance towers to the heavens that Jesus is "the Resurrection".

The most notable evidence still claims attention. On the accursed tree
at Calvary, Jesus lays down His life. To pay the penalty of transgres-
sion, to make entire satisfaction to all the outraged attributes of God, to
drink to the dregs the cup of wrath, to fulfil all predictions, and to buy
His ransomed heritage, He hangs a lifeless body upon the cross. To the
grave He is consigned. The appointed morn arrives. Will He still lie
among the dead? Vain are the watch, the stone, the guard; vain is all the
precautionary vigilance; vain is all the power of the grave and hell;
Jesus comes forth the mighty Conqueror of death. Hear His subsequent
words to the beloved ciisciple, "I am He that liveth and was dead; and
behold, I am alive for evermore" (Rev. l:18). He that raised others now
rises Himself. He that raised others will raise us too. Reader! adore
Him!-the Lord, "the Resurrection".

Further instruction is graciously imparted by the Holy Spirit. It is His
desire that our hearts should overflow with consolation. He would not
leave us deficient in any knowledge which could enlighten and delight.
He therefore with loving hand withdraws the veil, and exhibits the main
wonders of the Resurrection day. He bids us now in spirit to intermix in
events in which we surely shall have part, and which the flight of time
brings on apace. The apostle writes that when the set time is fully come,
and all the decrees of salvation are accomplished, the blessed Jesus will
rise from His high throne, and again in person hasten to this earth. We
read, "The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God" (l Thess. 4:16).
Other branches of His work He has entrusted to commissioned hands.
Prophets and apostles have proclaimed His Word. Enlightened
ministers have called sinners to His faith, and have toiled to place
spiritual stones in the spiritual house of God. All His angels have been
sent "forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation" (Heb.
l:14). But here is work which so intensely fi l ls His heart that it can be
entrusted to no other agent. The raising of the bodies of His sleeping
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saints shall be accomplished by Himself alone. The Spirit, with a
herald's voice declares, "The Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven". The angels' assurance is now verified, ,.This same Jesus.
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as
ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts l: l l). Will He come back in
silent pomp? Oh, no! He descends with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel. Angels and authorities, and powers, who are made subiect
unto Him, obey His call. All heaven hears and re-echoes the miehtv
clang. All earth hears and rrembles through its length and breadth.

But what is the clang? Conjecture may with reverence surmise. but it
finds no certainty. We may suppose that His voice summons all the
hosts of heaven to bear Him under the canopy of their glittering wings,
and all the ransomed spirits who had left their bodies in the graves of
earth, fly to cluster around Him in His glorious return. To the ar-
changel's voice there is the adjunct of the trump of God. paul, when
treating of the wonders of this day, omits not this accompaniment,
"Behold, I show you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for
the trumpet shall sound" (1 Cor. 15:51, 52). It is wisdom's employ to
live listening for this trumpet's sound.

What is the effect of this world-shaking note? Behold wirh faith the
first occurrence. "The dead in Christ shall r ise first" (l Thess.4:16).
Every grave which holds the body of a sleeping saint shall open its cold
portals. Each inmate shall start from the couch on which it has reclined.
If any slumber in ocean's deep caverns, they shall uplift the head. From
the four winds of heaven they shall stand again in living form on earth.
Oh! what a mighty army! All who ever fell asleep in Christ, from Abel
to the last who died in faith, shall reappear.

But how changed are now their bodies! how perfect, how beauteous,
how glorious! Thel' shall put off their death-clothes for bodies like unto
Christ's glorious body. In what condition was the body consigned to its
parent earth? It was "sown in corruption"-tainted by decay, soiled by
all which is most loathsome; but now, "it is raised in incorruption",
blooming in pure loveliness, incapable again to know pollution's touch.
It was "sown in dishonour". It was hid as a revolting object from all
sight. Its home was among the worms and reptiles of the ground. Now,"it is raised in glory". Its brilliancy surpasses the sun in mid-day splen-
dour. All brightness is eclipsed by its surpassing rays. It was .,sown in
weakness". It lay in feebleness, without power to move, or exercise the
least prerogative of life. "It is raised in power." We know the might of
angels: more than angelic activity is now worn. Suffice, it was sown an
heir to all imbecilities and nothingness which cling to the earth-born.
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"It is raised a spiritual body." The term is easily uttered. Its full purport
must be unknown until the grand reality is reached.

But the Resurrection of the sleeping saints is accompanied with the
change of all bodies of the Lord's flock who meet that day in tenements
of clay. All this resurrection glory shall be theirs. They thus transform-
ed shall be caught up in one collected mass to join the risen saints; they
shall together "meet the Lord in the air", and together reign with Him
for ever. This is the consummation of the work of Jesus, "the Resurrec-
tion".

Who will not cry from his inmost soul, All praise to Him Who said,
"l am the Resurrection"? Blessed day! The espousal of the Church to
the heavenly Bridegroom is now complete. He had wooed and won her
in her time-state. Mighty voices now shout: "Let us be glad and rejoice,
and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His
wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. 19.7). The enraptured apostle
"saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" (Rev. 2l:2). We
bless Thee. O Lord. our Resurrection!

Blessed day! It witnesses the coronation of all who have washed in
Jesus' blood, and by faith have put on His righteousness. The promise
of a crolvn was freely given, and now is gloriously redeemed. "Henc-

forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day" (2 Tim 4:8). Thus the
Bride's head receives the crown of life-"the crown of glory that fadeth
not away" (l Peter 5:4). We bless Thee, O Lord, our Resurrection!

The Fellowship of
Kindred Minds

"Then they that feored the Lord spake often one to snother'..."
Malachi 3:16.

F. J. HARRIS

The Rev. F. J. Harris is the pastor of Uxbridge Road Tabernacle,
Shepherds Bush, London.

In Malachi's day true religion was in decline. The greater part of the
people took no delight in God's Word and God's ways; indeed it is
recorded that their words were "stout against God". 3:13' But at that
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time there was a godly remnant described as "they that feared the
Lord...and thought upon His Name" and "they spake often one to
another". The fellowship of likeminded people, meeting to speak of
God, to share what He had done for them, to seek His face together,
was a blessed means of grace-and a necessary one-for to live in an
ungodly society and to hear many speak disparagingly of God can be a
withering experience for the soul. And not only was such association
and conversation a blessing to them but it was pleasing to God who
took special notice of them and uttered gracious promises concerning
them.

The similarity of those days to our situation is sadly only too clear.
Most people today live in complete disregard of God and the words of
many are certainly "stout against God". Many Christians necessarily
spend a great deal of their time either alone or in the company of
unbelievers, at home, at school, or at work. How vital then to avail
ourselves of every opportunity to meet together with our brethren and
sisters in Christ. The exhortation of Hebrews 10:25 is a token of God's
concern for us. He knows how soon our love can decline and our spirits
droop when we are cut off from Christian fellowship. Doubtless "He

giveth more grace" to those who are deprived of such fellowship
through no fault of their own, but if we foolishly neglect such
fellowship for no legitimate reason, we do so at our peril. The greatest
saints have often been refreshed by the company of Christ's lowliest
disciples. The great apostle Paul, when on his way to imprisonment in
Rome, was met by some of the brethren and we read, "whom, when
Paul saw, he thanked God and took courage". Similarly, when he was
in prison, he was frequently visited by Onesiphorus and his testimony
was "he oft refreshed me". Again, during his final imprisonment, when
many of his friends left him, he wrote asking Timothy to come and
bring Mark with him.

Three hundred years ago the Puritan, Thomas Watson, compelled by
the Act of Uniformity to leave his people, said during his farewell ser-
mon to them, "You that are the people of God, often associate
together. One Christian will help to heat another; a single coal will soon
die, but many coals put together will keep life in one another. Con-
ference sometimes may do as much good as preaching. One Christian
by good discourse drops holy oil upon another, that makes the lamp of
His grace to shine the brighter. It is great wisdom to keep a company's
trade on the move. Christians by meeting often together, setting good
discourse on foot, keep up the trade of godliness which otherwise would
decay and soon be lost. Is not the communion of saints an article in our
creed? Do not then live so asunder, as if this article were blotteC out.
Naturalists observe that some trees thrive best when they grow together.
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Similarly, it is true in religion-the saints are the trees of righteousness.
They thrive best in godliness when they grow together".

This is true not only in the public meetings of the church but also in
our homes and at work. Many a Christian working in an office or fac-
tory is encouraged by a Christian Union meeting during the week. It is
good to seek such a meeting out and attend it if it is found to be pro-
fitable. It may mean rushing lunch but we are body and soul.If there is
no organised meeting it is helpful to arrange to lunch with a fellow-
believer from time to time. Such occasions can be spiritual oases in the
wilderness of the world.

And what a blessed ministry a Christian home can provide. Elders are
to be "given to hospitality" but not elders only. Many a young Chris-
tian, new convert, nurse, student or lonely person has found untold
blessing by having a home opened to them by some brother or sister or
family in Christ. Many lonely persons have found their lives enriched by
opening their homes for this kind of fellowship.

Let us all seek every opportunity to use this precious means of grace;
let us never forsake the public meetings of the church; let us seek each
other out and encourage each other in the Lord as often as we are able.
All such meetings are a foretaste of heaven.

"Blest be the tie tltst binds
Our hearts in Christion love;

The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that obove."

God is rich in mercy and has given us many means whereby we may
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Let us neglect none of them, and when we are blessed in the use
of them and when our blessings are enhanced by sharing them with
"those who fear the Lord and think upon His name" let us reioice to
remember that:

"If our fellowship below
In Jesus be so sweel,

What heights of ropture shall we know
When round His tltrone we meet".

Augustine once said, "God wil l not suffer man to have the
knowledge of things to come; for if he had foresight of his prosperity
he would be careless, and if he foreknew his adversity he would be
hopeless" .
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Old Testament Studies
JOSIAH

MAURICE HANDFORD

Josiah had much to contend with as regards his background.
Manasseh, his grandfather, and Amon, his father, were among the
worst kings the nation ever had. Their glory was in their shame, they
had a mind only for earthly things. Josiah inherited from them a
kingdom which was anything but united and a throne which had been
undermined. Furthermore the divinely revealed faith of the nation had
been debased and was almost unrecognisable. His early years were spent
in an atmosphere of revolution and counter-revolution, His father was
murdered in his palace, and in turn his murderers were killed by a
popular rising.

A YOUTHFUL SEEKER.

With such a background Josiah had no good example to follow.
There would be many who would advise him to walk in his father's
steps, but he declined. Josiah provides a notable example of the ability
to triumph over environment. Great as may be the power of cir-
cumstances, they do not necessarily determine character.

Early in youth he began to seek after the Lord-"while he was yet
young, he began to seek after the God of David his father" (2 Chron.
34:3). The example provided by his father and grandfather was an ex-
ample to avoid, so Josiah turned to his celebrated ancestor David as a
model for life. "He began to seek...". Even if we have enjoyed the great
privilege of a godly upbringing we must seek God for ourselves-a
second-hand knowledge will avail us nothing.

He deliberately set himself to avoid evil; "he declined neither to the
right hand nor to the left" (verse 2). He shunned the evil practices of the
day and did not think it a clever thing to throw off restraints. However,
Josiah was not merely negative in his approach to life-"he walked in
the sight of the Lord". He sought to live as in the presence of the all-
seeing eye, Like Hagar, he could say "Thou God seest me". Though he
was of tender years, with vast responsibilities thrust upon him, he
sought to have a conscience void of offence.

A REDISCOVERED BOOK.

When Josiah came to the throne the land was full of idolatry and
superstition, for the simple reason that the Word of God had been lost.

7 l
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Seventy-five years had passed since good King Hezekiah's reign-the
intervening years were marked by apostasy and spiritual declension.
Law-breakers usually have a direct interest in getting rid of books which
denounce their practices. If we do not make God's law our guide we
shall conveniently put it out of sight. The couplet is true: "this Book
will keep you from sin; Sin will keep you from this Book". Further-
more, undervalued things easily slip out of sight-do we really value the
Scriptures or do we only pay lip service to them?

The rediscovery of the Book in Josiah's reign reminds us of the in-
destructibility of God's Word. Men throughout the centuries have done
their utmost not only to banish but to destroy the Bible-yet it lives on.
God's providence watches over the sacred volume. If the preservation
of Scripture depended on the estimate that some people have of it, it
would have been lost long ago.

When the law was rediscovered it brought conviction to those who
heard it read. Josiah rent his clothes as he realised the extent of the na-
tion's departure from God. "By the law is the knowledge of sin." God's
Word will have a humbling effect on those who seek to read it
with understanding.

AN EARNEST REFORMER

The finding of the Book in the temple had not only a humbling effect
but also a purifying influence on the nation. A great reforming pro-
gramme was set in motion which has been described as being as radical
as that as that of Calvin and Knox. Josiah with great determination
threw down the idols, grinding them to powder. Everything which had
been introduced from the surrounding pagan nations was cast out.
Josiah refused to compromise; he brought everything to the test of
God's Word written. He was nothing if not an uncompromising
reformer-how bold, radical and thorough was his work. He was only
twenty years of age when he undertook so great a task; he reminds us of
our own King Edward VI under whom the work of Reformation went
on apace.

Let us thank God afresh for the priceless privilege of an open Bible
and a Scriptural form of worship. We should take neither of these
things for granted, both have come to us at tremendous cost in terms of
suffering, privation and martyrdom. We should do all within our power
to safeguard the privileges which many today take all too lightly. Let us
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints and pass on
the inheritance of our fathers to those who come after us.
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Making Merchandise of
Misery

This revealing article first appeared in the ',Covenanter Witness", the
magazine of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland and
Ireland. We are grateful for permission to use it here.

Sabbath afternoon in Lourdes-an experience which, I am confident,
has not been shared by many of our Church members! This summer,
through missing a train connection to the north of Spain, I found
myself forced to spend twenty-four hours there, and I would like to take
the opportunity of sharing some of my thoughts and experiences.

Just over one hundred years ago Lourdes was a small, insignificant
Pyrenean village no different from scores of other settlements in the
foothills of the mountains. In 1859, however, a simple peasant girl call-
ed Bernadette Soubirous put it on the map by solemnly affirming that
Mary, the mother of our Lord, had appeared personally to her in a
grotto. The net result of this claim is that Lourdes has become a
veritable Mecca for Romanists, visited by three quarters of a million
people annually, particularly by invalids searching for a miraculous
cure. Although aware of these historical facts, and of the great impor-
tance of Lourdes in Roman Catholic dogma, I was totally unprepared
for the sights, sounds and sensations with which my eyes and ears were
to be assailed during my short stay.

Aesthetically Lourdes is, in many ways, a nightmare; the ultimate em-
bodiment of bad taste. Although beautifully situated, the town consists
largely of cheap souvenir shops selling ugly plastic mementos, chiefly
figures of Mary and Jesus, at vastly inflated prices. More than any
other town I have ever visited, it is full of unsciupulous traders, intent
on making their fortune by cruel exploitation. of the credulous.

A much deeper and more lasting impression was made on me by the
hordes of visitors, many of them invalids pushed in wheel-chairs by
friends or relatives. More often than not the expression on their faces
was one of desperation rather than trust. They had come to Lourdes as
a very last resort, clinging to the hope that Mary might acknowledge
their pilgrimage by taking away their disease or disablement.

Sabbath is a particularly active time in Lourdes, with many day
visitors converging from all parts of Europe and further afield. There
are multilingual full+ime guides who provide them with a whistle-stop
tour of all the so-called sacred places: Bernadette's birth-place; her
ancestral home; her parish church and, of course, the grotto where she
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claimed that Mary had appeared. For these visitors the climax of the
day is an open-air Mass held in the vast square in front of the Basilica' I
witnessed this, and found it a very saddening experience' In front ofthe
'altar' were thousands of invalids in wheelchairs. They were grouped, as
far as possible, according to country of origin. Priests of different na-
tionalities would come down in turn to their own language group to in-
voke the blessing and intervention of "Mary, 

Queen of Heaven." Mass
was then celebrated, followed by a procession of thousands of pilgrims,

including a large contingent from the British Isles.
In the evening there was yet another procession. Again there were

wheelchairs occupied by tortured bodies and even some stretchers pull-

ed on wheels. Each pilgrim, able-bodied or invalid, carried a candle and
chanted while circling a statue of Mary. The scene was unbelievable and

unforgettable, strongly reminiscent of some kind of heathen ritual;

which, of course, it was in essence.

I remember how sad it was to reflect that all this was going on in

association with the name of Christ. These pilgrims were worshipping

Him in their own way, and considered themselves Christians, yet I

observed no real joy or peace on any face. Many of those I saw had ob-

viously undergone much spiritual anguish as well as physical pain, and

it was unbearably sad that they did not know the true source of comfort
and relief.

The scenes I witnessed at Lourdes were disturbing and at times
distressing. They evoked, too, some feelings of disgust and anger at see-

ing the actual workings of the machinery by which so many millions all

over the world are deluded by false doctrine' Ecumenically minded Pro-

testants should visit such places as Lourdes and see Roman Catholicism
in the raw before they talk blandly about reconciliation with Rome! As

I look back, however, I feel that I have learned in a fuller way how

thankful we should be for our Christian heritage, particularly for free

access to the Scriptures, where the truth, in all its fulness, is revealed to

us. But how our hearts should be burdened for those who do not know

of the sufficiency of Christ's death and resurrection!
E .A .D .

Three Essential Conditions

Hebrews 9:22 "Without the shedding of blood is no remission."
Hebrews ll:6 "Without faith it is impossible to please God"'
Hebrews l2:14 "Floliness, without which no man shall see the Lord."

{
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JAPAN-A Country to
PRAY For
KENNETH P. MOREY

Mr. Morey has worked for some years in Japan, first with Central
Japan Pioneer Mission and more recently as Pastor of Uedan Grace
Church, Nagano Ken. We trust this article will stimulate prayerful in-
terest in the work of the Gospel in Japan.

When we stand with bulging eyes gazing at all the Hi-Fi stereo sets,
the music centres, the radios, the tape recorders, the TV sets, the video
cassette recorders, etc., which have flooded the shops in the High
Street, do we ever give a thought to the people whose hands have con-
structed them on the other side of our world? When we turn away and
are confronted by the Datsuns, the Toyotas, the Mazdas and the Hon-
das speeding by, is our reaction one ofjealousy at such visible Japanese
success? In the commercial world we are only too well aware of their ex-
istence; but what do we know about the spiritual side of this thrifty
energetic nation?

There are just over I l0 million people crowded on to an island chain
whose total land surface is about the size of Great Britain, but less than
a seventh of it is usable for agriculture, industry or housing. The
vast remainder is taken up by towering and inhospitable mountain
ranges with a fair sprinkling of active volcanoes thrown in. Just over a
tenth of the whole population lives in tiny dwellings crammed together
in unplanned chaos known as the Greater Tokyo area.

The entire population speaks but one language, albeit with a rich
variety of dialects, and almost to a man can read it even though this in-
volves learning more than 2,000 Chinese characters many of which have
several different pronunciations. Speaking Japanese with its fine shades
of politeness is constant mental gymnastics, It is both precise and yet at
times frustratingly vague. The Jesuit Francis Xavier who arrived in
Japan in 1549 said "Japanese is a language especially invented by the
devil to prevent the spread of the Gospel". Most missionaries have felt
that way ever since.

The original Japanese religion is Shintoism (The Way of the gods)
and seems to be a refined version of animism in which many objects
from the sun down to rivers and trees are regarded as 'gods'or spirit be-
ings needing to be worshipped and placated. Few Japanese people can
explain their beliefs, although in the majority of homes there is both a
Shinto godshelf, where good luck charms from the shrine are incor-
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porated, and a Buddhist home altar, where the spirits of dead ancestors
are worshipped. Marriages are almost always conducted by Shinto
priests, who also officiate at various other ceremonies to purify the wor-
shipper and placate the goods. Yet funerals are the exclusive sphere of
the Buddhists. Shintoism claims a following of about 70 million people
and has some 80,000 shrines and some 12,000 meeting places served by
a total of almost 80,000 priests and priestesses.

Buddhism was introduced to Japan, via China and Korea, in the sixth
century and benefited from the respect the Japanese had for Chinese
culture and learning. It quickly took root, changed some aspects of its
teaching and spread gradually over the country until today there are
some 95,000 places of worship claiming 85 million adherents in more
than 160 different sects, many claiming to be the one true Buddhism.

There are also a fair number of syncretistic religions with a following
of almost l0 million people. So you will readily appreciate the religious
ferment in Japan. These statistics can be reconciled with the population
only when you realise that the majority of people are both Shintoist and
Buddhist at the same time without feeling in any way inconsistent.
Compromise is a way of life in Japan.

Most people's beliefs are rather vague and in the majority of cases are
seen more as customs. traditions and cultural habits rather than as a
personal faith in any religion. Almost three quarters of the population
will find its way to a Shrine or Temple over the New Year period seek-
ing the blessing, protection etc. of the gods, although they probably
won't go again until the next new year. Nevertheless the Japanese peo-
ple are bound, almost invisibly, by these traditions and centuries-old
links with both their neighbourhood shrine and local Buddhist temple.
To become a Christian means the painful severing of all these links and
associations.

With such a hostile background it is not surprising that the expansion
of the Church was, and still is, very slow. Although some three million
Japanese people say they admire the high moral teachings of Christiani-
ty, far fewer come to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
estimated that the total 'Christian' community-all inclusive of Roman
Catholics. Eastern Orthodox, Protestant and sects as Jehovah's
Witnesses, Mormons etc.-is just over the 850,000 mark. The number
of true believers can only be in the 300,000 area, if that. The average
Christian church is said to have only 25 members.

T'he Protestant era of missions in Japan dates back to 1859 after the
barred door which the Japanese had erected to keep all foreigners out
had been prised open by the American Navy captain, Perry, with his
famous 'black ships'. But it was not unti l February 1873, following pro-
tests in Western capitals for religious freedom, that the government ban
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on Christianity, introduced in the first place to suppress the rapidly
growing Roman Catholic church a couple of centuries earlier, was final-
ly lifted. Prior to that date conversion to Christianity was a capital of-
fence.

All of the major Christian denominations are to be found in
Japan-except those whose identity was lost in the formation, under
government pressure during World War II, of the National Christian
Church of Japan and who subsequently did not withdraw from that
body. There are a host of smaller groups of churches founded by one or
other of the 150 or so missionary societies (mainly American) working
in Japan.

A new era of Christian evangelisation was ushered in during the post-
war period when General MacArthur issued a call for thousands of mis-
sionaries to come and preach the gospel to a nation disillusioned by its
experience and seemingly ready to accept the religion of its conquerors.
Many responded to that call and the early 1950s witnessed an un-
paralleled influx of dedicated evangelical missionaries, who mainly
worked outside the framework of the then existing church. They
spread, somewhat thinly, over the entire country seeking to establish in-
digenous churches with differing degrees of success.

New evangelical publishing houses and other literature outreaches
were set up and this continuing evangelism received a fresh thrust when
other missionaries relocated in the islands after the expulsion from
China by the communists in 1951. "Every Home Crusade" has the vi-
sion of placing two tracts-one for adults and the other for
children-plus some portion of scripture in every home in Japan. This
is a continuing effort and almost every home, with the exception only of
those in the remotest mountain villages, has been reached at least once
during the last thirty years.

In a modern literate and industrial nation there is little need for such
indirect evangelism as education or medical work. The government runs
its own schools and education is compulsory until the age of fifteen,
although the majority of students now proceed to Senior High School
and then on to College or University. There are a few church,/mission
run schools which tend to be popular for their high academic standards,
but they do not necessarily add much to the overall outreach of the
church.

There are some hospitals run by differing church groups-
Episcopalian, Baptist, Roman Catholic and Seventh Day Adven-
tist-but these tend to be frequented more by the foreign community in
Japan rather than by the nationals who are well cared for by the
Japanese medical world.
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The constitution guarantees freedom of religion so there are no
restrictions on what can be done. Open air evangelism is possible but
with the advent of the cults ('Moonies' were in Japan in the early 1960s,
long before they were. heard of in the U.K.) it seems less used than
previously. Tract distribution is carried on, though again the influence
of groups who seek financial donations after handing over a piece of
literature has had a chilling effect on this. Door to door evangelism is
carried on and not left completely to the Jehovah's Witnesses who are,
as always, very active.

Since the end of the war when commercial radio (American style) was
introduced it has been possible to buy time on the many networks to
broadcast the Gospel. Pacific Broadcasting Association (P.B.A.) has
done Trojan work in this field and their five or ten minute daily pro-
grammes can be heard anywhere in Japan. Pastor Akira Hatori, the
radio pastor, has been their main preacher over the past twenty five
years. He does not enjoy very good health so prayer for him would be
greatly appreciated.

TV is presenting a great challenge-to be used for the spread of the
Cospel-but is held back because of the enormous cost of buying time
on the commercial networks. Fact and Faith films, in Japanese. have
been aired and during 1980 another series of specially produced half
hour programmes was shown over a thirteen week period on Sundays in
the Tokyo area. It is hoped that these will later be shown in other areas
too. These, plus other Christian films, are available on video cassette
tapes for family and small group evangelism in private homes.

Many Japanese are afraid to go into a church where they do not
know anybody and are not sure just what goes on. So personal
evangelism and personal links with believers seem to be the key to real
growth in the church. Many local churches have two church based
evangelistic campaigns a year to bring in friends and new contacts.
These are coupled with a wide spectrum of activities within the church
fellowship. There are some city-wide evangelistic campaigns but these
tend to be an occasional extra rather than the regular outreach.

The Bible is readily available, not just in the small Christian
bookshops dotted here and there, but even in the thousands of secular
bookshops. Over the years there have been several translations but
those in common use now are the Colloquial Version, based on the
R.S.V. and the New Version, roughly corresponding to the N.A.S.B.
though it was translated directly into Japanese from the Hebrew and
Greek. There are Japanese versions of both the Living Bible and the
Amplified New Testament. The Japanese Bible Society is currently
bringing out a new version in co-operation with the Roman Catholics
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and another group is working on a translation of rextus Receptus into
modern Japanese.

Hospital evangelism has been a fruitful area in which the Church has
been able to show the love and compassion of the Lord to those with
time to listen to the message and time to study special Bible cor-
respondence courses.

christian students in universities have not been slow in seekins to
establish Christian Unions (Kirisuro Gakusei Kai or K.G.K. beinglthe
Japanese equivalent of U.C.C.F.). The American organisation Campus
Crusade is also very active in this realm. Many churches plan to
outreach activities aimed at both high school and university students in
attempts to win the coming generation, the most likely people to be con-
verted, before they are too steeped in the idolatrous and superstitious
ways of their parents and grandparents.

In Japan a spiritual battle of immense proportions has been waging
for centuries. It is as if Satan has dug himself in and has gone out oi trii
way to bind this nation, first with idolatry, and then with blind supersti-
tion and obedience, and now in the mid twentieth century with
materialistic prosperity. "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. 6:12)
could well have been written about the spiritual ferment in Japan. Let
us pray for the genuine conversion of multitudes in that nation for the
glory of the Living God Who made rhem.

The Christian Family
A series of expositions from Ephesians chapters 5 and 6.

J.  K. DAVIES
This article is the first of a series on the Christian Family-a very rele-
vant subject at the present time. The writer is the minister of Tuck-
ingmill Reformed Church, Camborne, Cornwall.

The subject we are to handle in this series of expositions is of major
importance. The family is a basic unit of human society and is being at-
tacked today from all sides. our particular interest in the subject is to
establish what is the true God-given order for the family and then to at-
tempt to adhere to it. closely related to any consideration of the family
is an understanding of what marriage is. The christian view of marriage
is no haphazard thing. It is no mere civil contract convenient to all con-
cerned so long as they benefit from it. A proper understanding of mar_
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riage is one of the great contributions that we as Christians can make to
the well-being of human society which can be strong and happy only
where the marriage bond is held in honour.

The Christian view of marriage is unique. Marriage was instituted by
God and He has left clear teaching in His Word on what marriage
should be. So. there are biblical standards which Christians are to
declare and live by. Above all, marriage involves a true and deep rela-
tionship enjoyed by husband and wife which is likened to that of Christ
and His Church.

Some views of marriage suggest that it is a purely physical relation-
ship, others suggest that it is a social convenience which works as long
as the parties to it are compatible, and yet others suggest it is a practical
necessity with one man and one woman living together. These are tragic
perversions of the true and godly view. They do nothing to deal with the
assertive and brutal husband for whom women are "things" merely to
be used. They do nothing for the marriage where each is out for his or
her own ends, scoring points off the other, as is so often featured in
jokes and cartoons. How often do we hear of a man and his pals getting

away from the nagging wife, or the wife who mothers her husband
because he is an incapable fool who is made to realise it as often as
possible.

It is little wonder, then, that the world gazes in amazement when it

sees a truly biblical marriage. But how often is such a marriage seen?
AII too often the world sees nagging wives, spineless husbands, arguing
parents and unruly children. This series of expositions is, therefore, on
a matter of the greatest importance. In this first study we are to consider
the place of wives.

I. WIVES. Ephesians 5:22-24.

I. Submission-some general observotions.

We are not dealing with wives first because of chivalrous ideas which
put "ladies first". No, Paul is speaking about submission to one

another (verse 2l) in this passage and includes some examples. That is
why he speaks of wives before husbands, children before parents, and

servants before masters. He says something very similar in Colossians
3:18. and Peter does the same in I Peter 3:l '

But doesn't submission mean inferiority? Certainly not! God has

created men and women different, with different roles and positions.

Submission means humbly being where you ought to be. Some people

think that the Bible imposes restrictions on them, but biblical "restric-

tions" bring real freedom. A train travelling on rails is restricted by

those rails. but it is also free to do what it was designed to do far better

than if it were charging around the countryside without the direction of
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the rails. So it is in the Church also, as Paul points out in such passages
as I Timothy 2:l l-15 and I Corinthians 14:34-35.

Now, why should wives submit? Biblical directions are given with
good reason, and so we can anticipate that there is a good reason here
too. It is clear that most responsibility in the family for the children.
and much else beside, will belong to the wife. So as not to overburden
her with responsibility the ultimate authority, humanly speaking, is
given to the husband. Paul, however, reasons far more theoloeicallv.
He gives two reasons for the submission of the wife-creatiJn and
salvation. The husband is head of the wife because that is how they
were created, and because Christ is the head of the Church and is its
Saviour.

2. The headship of the husband.

The order of creation is described for us in Genesis 2:18-25. Adam
was created first and then Eve was made. In Genesis 3: l6 the rule of the
husband is made explicit. It needed to be so plainly stated because Eve
had usurped Adam's position of headship with disastrous consequences
in the Fall. So, in the New Testament this very order of creation is used
as the basis for plain teaching on the place of women-I Corinthians
ll:3,7-9; I Timothy 2:13-14, In I Peter 3:7 women are described as"weaker" and we need to understand that women are different from
men-physically and temperamentally. Notice that men and women are
different, women are not inferior. This plain fact seems to have escaped
the notice of many today who champion the cause of sexual equality in
everything.

Yes, there is an equality in sin, and in salvation, which the Scriptures
make plain. But there is also the clear need for leadership and submis-
sion in the home. It is also true that in every walk of l i fe we need clear
and firm leadership for we are not equal in either position or ability.

The women was made to follow, for she was made from Adam's
body. As someone has put it, Adam was created with a "world view",
whereas Eve was made with an "Adam view". The husband is the pro-
tector, the provider, the preserver. He has a vital interest in the welfare
of his wife as the Saviour has in the welfare of His people. "Husbands,

do you love your wives enough to die for them? Wives, do you love
your husbands enough to live for them?" (Jay Adams).

This biblical structure in marriage is a creation ordinance for all
families which can bring blessing if adhered to, but brings trouble if
abandoned.

t
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3. The headship of Christ.

This is the even greater reason for the submission of the Christian
wife and gives us some understanding of the Lord's involvement in
Christian marriage. It is why no unbeliever can have a truly Christian
wedding, and why no unbeliever can have a truly Christian wedding ser-
vice.

The headship of Christ speaks of a union of life with Him (Ephesians
4:15-16; and I Corinthians 1l:3). The relationship of love between
Christ and His Church suggests that the relationship of love between a
husband and wife undergirds the submission of the wife to the husband.
The context of love means that submission is not inferiority, it is but
good order within the family. The submission of the Church to Christ is
voluntary, wholehearted and sincere. It is enthusiastic and earnest. That
is how a wife is to love her husband and submit to him (see Titus 2:5).

It is clear from all this that a Christian woman should only ever marry
a Christian man (II Corinthians 6:14). How can a Christian woman
enter into marriage with an unbeliever knowing that she must submit to
him? It is similarly clear that Christian young women should only ever
"go out with" Christian men.

A Christian is in submission to the Lord and to His Word. So, in
marriage a wife is to be submissive "as unto the Lord" (Ephesians
5:22), "as it is f it in the Lord" (Colossians 3:18). Submission to
husbands is part of the duty Christian wives have to the Lord. They are
to please the Lord first, whatever the cultural patterns of the day may
dictate. For instance, the whole question of headcovering in I Corin-
thians chapter I I has nothing whatever to do with culture and custom,
it is first and foremost a theological or doctrinal matter which has to do
with the order of creation.

4. Submission-a more detailed consideration.

The submission of the wives is to their "own" husbands (Ephesians
5:22). Paul teaches monogamy-one man, one woman. The union or
bond of marriage is to be broken only by death (Romans 7:2). (It is not
part of the purpose of this study to discuss the break-up of a marriage
due to adultery (Matthew l9:9) or desertion (I Corinthians 7:15).) So
the relationship is for the duration of earthly life. The submission of the
wife is similarly for the duration of earthly life. Also the submission is
to be "in everything" (Ephesians 5:24), for the husband is to lead and
the wife is to respond to that lead and to encourage it in all things,
however gifted the wife might be. One of the great issues in present day
society is the question of authority-here is the Christian answer to it in
the horne.
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The wife has no independence of life apart from her husband. They
live in union with one another, they are a unity (one flesh-verse 3l) in
which the husband is the head. The wife is to "reverence" her husband
(verse 33) as she respects him, supports him, trusts him and obeys him.
She should not act before her husband, for he should make the deci-
sions and if necessary take the initiative. This relationship and its out-
working is not to be limited to big things-"everything" is involved.
The wife must not allow her husband to abdicate this responsibility as
many men seem to do today. if the husband does not lead, his wife will,
and that usually creates an imbalance in the home which easily leads to
instability.

The phrase "in everything" is not an absolute staiement. It doesn't
mean going against conscience (which is not the same as one's opinion)
or the Word of God. It doesn't mean committing sin (as Sapphira did
with her husband when they agreed to lie to God-Acts 5:l-ll), nor
does it mean harming the wife's spiritual relationship with the Lord. It
certainly doesn't include putting the wife's life in danger. Submission is
not slavery. Wives are not "owned" by their husbands!

Husbands "preside" over the family, and in partnership with their
wives determine the character of the family. This character will be uni-
que and will arise from the joint contributions of both husband and
wife and in due time of the children. Each family character will be dif-
ferent from the pattern of things known in pre-marriage days either as
single people or in the former homes belonging to parents, now the "in-

laws". Each family life will be different and will be special to them.
That is how it should be in the Christian home.

But what of the situation that obtains when a wife has come to Christ
since marriage but her husband remains an unbeliever? See I Peter
3:l-6. The Christian wife is still to submit, but with all the provisos
mentioned above, and is to seek by the example of a good and godly life
to win her unconverted husband to the Lord.

5. Practical consideration.

The practical outworking of all we have been considering here is laid
out for us in some detail in Proverbs 3l:10-31. The virtuous woman
spoken of there is a woman of many parts. She is "liberated", but she is
also fulf i l led. The direction of her l i fe is towards her husband (v.10-12).
She is diligent and hard working. She does not simply take from him
(v.13-19). She is compassionate to the needy (v.20), she cares for her
family (v .21), she cares for herself {v .22) and relieves her husband to do
his tasks (v.23). She does not waste her time in idleness (v.24,27), she is
a woman to be respected (v.25-26,28-29,31), for the basis for her life is
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her walk with God (v.30). These things do not in any way rule out the
practical involvement of the husband, but the principle is: if you see a
thing needs doing, do it! (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

Wives, how do you measure up to all this? Godly wives are very
greatly needed today. May God assist you all as you seek to walk in His
ways in this godless age. It is the Lord Jesus Christ Who makes the dif-
ference in our homes, yet we all need to seek Him for His help and
strength to live godly and lovingly in this present evil age.

BOOK REVIEWS
Preaching with Confidence-A Theological Essay On The Power Of
The Pulpit, Dr. James Daane, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 19E0, f2.40, 80pp.

A veritable plethora of writers, many within the reformed tradition,
have expressed themselves on the importance of preaching-Bridges,
Spurgeon, Dabney and more recently J. S. Stewart, D. M. Lloyd-Jones,
J. Stott, R. H. Mounce and E. P. Clowney, to name but a few. Dr.
James Daane comes at the end of this list chronologically, with a
forceful modern word on the subject in "Preaching with Confidence".
Dr. Daane addresses himself to a modern evangelical world, whom he
regards as having largely lost the biblical vision of the importance of
preaching. He is concerned particularly about those who hold doctrinal-
ly a very high view of the Bible as the Word of God, and yet incon-
sistently attach a low importance to the preaching of that Word.

Perhaps his most significant contribution to this line of study is the
masterful way in which he asserts that the Word of God preached is in
reality the Word of God. Luther and Calvin were quite explicit about
this, and Dr. Daane examines this concept of the Word of God in the
Bible to substantiate this claim. The Hebrew DABAR meaning "event"

as well as "word" sets the tone for the active and energetic nature of the
Word of God within scripture. Both in creation and in prophecy the
Old Testament asserts this. The New Testament LOGOS (Word), while
in classical Greek more of a static concept, becomes living and active
with overtones of the Hebrew DABAR. Usage of "the word of the
Lord" in Gospels and Epistles demonstrates this vital quality, so that
when the church preached, it was indeed the Word of God in that very
act. The examination of this concept of the Word of God is a necessary
prerequisite to a study dealing with preaching, and this key theme of the
book is of basic importance.
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Although the Bible expresses its true nature as the Word of God in
preaching, Dr Daane is quite clear that the Bible is the Word of God
itself, independent of the act of preaching, for expository preaching is
regarded as the norm, and all preaching must truly expose or expound
the given word, whether that word be Christ or scripture. This does not
exclude so-called topical sermons, but simply brings them to the
touchstone of scripture. Dr. Daane quotes Peter Berger earlier in his
book to make a similar point. "Put simply: Ages of faith are not mark-
ed by "dialogue" but by proclamation" (p.16, Daane). His chapter,
"The Inescapable Offense" is a healthy counterbalance to much of the
weak presentation of modern evangelistic preaching, while that on
"Constructing A Sermon" advocates the sermon making but one point
and forms a helpful practical conclusion to the book.

For those, who think the day of preaching is over and that we must
give way to group Bible-study and discussion in its place, in which
ministers act as "enablers" or "coaches", Dr. Daane's book comes as
an incisive, stimulating, biblical challenge. It is well worth examining,
and should help do what it proposes-instil confidence in preaching
within a somewhat confused and disillusioned evanselical world.

R.E.H.U.

Daily Bible Readings, Devised, compiled and arranged by G. Eric
Lane, Rushworth Literature Enterprise, 64pp, 60p.

Here we have a scheme of daily Bible readings designed to cover the
whole Bible in two years. Except for those portions in the books of
Kings and Chronicles which duplicate each other, the Old Testament is
covered once and the New Testament twice in the two years. Three por-
tions are given to be read each day. First a portion from the poetic or
devotional books of the Old Testament; this portion varies from about
4 to 12 verses. Then there are longer portions, ong from the other Old
Testament books and one from the New Testament.

Most helpful advice is given under the heading "How to use the
Scheme". Several books and commentaries are also recommended
which could prove to be of great help. There is also an Introduction,
Outline and Analysis of each book in the Bible and explanations of the
meaning and significance of the Old Testament feasts.

Some determination and discipline is obviously required in the taking
up and continuance of such a scheme as this. The benefit can be great,
depending to a considerable extent upon the diligence of the reader.
The writer is now about half-way through his second coverage of these
Bible readings and would bear testimony to the enlightenment and
blessing he has received.

A.W.

l
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Tell the World, Apostolic Patterns for Evangelism and Missions.
Eric Wright, Evangelical Press, 144 pp, Price f,1.95.

This book is an approach to World Evangelism by one who has spent
many years witnessing in Pakistan. It is not concerned with the details
of station organisation, but examines the Scriptural pattern of
evangelism as applicable to every age and field. The analysis is of the
Message, the Audience, and the Mission. Some quotes will colour the
outline:

(Page 44) "The truth of God's past, present and future kingdom-rule
forms the warp and woof on which the variegated gospel message is
woven."

(Page 46) "For almost a century there has been a lack of proclama-
tion of the kingdom of God. God is more often treated as an absentee
landlord than as a reigning King. The grand themes of God's triune
majesty, His glorious character, His mighty acts and His sovereign rule
need heralding as the context in which the gospel gem is set. In this day
of idolatrous humanism, the lie of man's self-sufficiency and in-
dependence can only be shattered by the liberating truths of man's utter
dependence upon God for life and breath."

(Page 54) "In our day repentance and the preparation that leads up
to it are widely neglected."..."It is no wonder that the churches are full
of disobedient saints." "In modern evangelism there is also a
widespread use of false incentives in appeals...not so much the pro-
clamation of the demands of the King...but to accept Christ to get what
one really wants."

The first section of the book omits any reference to the relation of the
Church to the state. As both are of God, the relationship is closely
related to the Homogeneous Unit principle, itself otherwise carefully
dealt with.

The problem of a mixed culture group is faced (p.83). We read "the

continuation of separate denominational expressions is not evil per
se...but...differences must be minimised if...the temple of God is to be
manifested...use the H.U. principle, but not to...maintain a mono-
ethnic ghetto". Overlooking the slur in the use of 'ghetto', why not a
mono-ethnic society? Why not parallel growth in complete love and co-
operation?

Many other hot problems of the present day are dealt with, and this
thought-provoking book cannot fail to be helpful and enlightening
reading for everyone, at home or abroad, who is seeking to witness for
christ '  

w.J.P.
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Creation Science and Evolution, Prof. E. H. Andrews, Evangelical
Press 19E0, 129pp, f1.75.

To Professor E. H. Andrew's other titles, "Is Evolution Scientific?"
and "From Nothing to Nature", he adds the further work "Creation

Science and Evolution". In days of revived interest in the crea-
tion/evolution debate, it is good to have such scholarly work to look to.

One undoubted advantage of this latest work is that the six chapters
may be taken as separate lectures independent of each other and yet
there are clear links in the reasoning and thought throughout. Indeed,
there is almost a progressive gradation in the chapters so that the novice
to the field is gently introduced and his knowledge increased chapter by
chapter, but in such a way that any repetition clarifies rather than jars
the reader's thought.

Chapter One, entitled "Man, Materials and Materialism" is largely
introductory. Terms are defined. Materialism is inescapable for modern
man but the only satisfactory answer is the posit of a personal creator
and sustainer God. The second chapter "What is Man?" outlines four
views, two evolutionary and two theistic. Chemical and biological
evolution are both regarded as unsatisfactory for they are theory only
and the latter does not sustain evidence that mutations actually produce
new species. Two evolutionary views spring from this base-nihilism
and scientific humanism. The former suggesting that creation is an acci-
dent is regarded as intolerable to thinking man. The latter sets too high
a store on human ability. Of the theistic views, theistic evolution has in-
secure foundations and conflates what is basically conflicting while the
creationist view alone offers a solution quite intellectually respectable,
helps answer the ultimate question why and gives a satisfactory explana-
tion of the physical laws upon which evolution rests but which it does
not explain.

In "God in Creation" a biblical view of science is regarded as essen-
tial and scriptural proofs are afforded for the concept of creation ex
nihilo. The fourth chapter deals with miracle and providence, explain-
ing miracle as a localized change in the laws of nature and categorizing
the main aspects of providence. The following chapter entitled "The

Biblical and Philosophical Case for Special Creation" is expansive and
detailed. Conflicts between evolution and the Bible are pin-pointed
among which such matters as the Genesis record, the age of the earth, a
completed or progressive creation, an improving biosphere and random
development based on harmful mutations are mentioned. The non-
scientific nature and limitations of evolution are also stressed. In quite a
technical but easily understood and informative discussion the closing
chapter examines the three methods used for dating the age of the ear-
th-cosmogany, rate of formation of rocks and radiometric dating.
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The book forms a comprehensive introduction to the entire subject of
the creation,/evolution debate. It affords scholarly knowledge, informs
concerning technical terms in the field, sustains a consistent and easily
followed argument and repeats its case with emphatic rather than tiring
force. It deserves widespread circulation and will advantage and inform
the evangelical world.

R .E .H .U .

The Eye of Faith
WILLIAM E. BURK

Mr. Burk lives in St. John, New Brunswick, Canada. We welcome
him as a contributor to the Gospel Magazine.

"For in thot He put oll in subjection under Him, He left nothing that is
not put under Him. But now we see not yet all things put under Him."
Hebrews 2:8.

One of the great tragedies of our age, as in many ages past, is that so
many Christians have lost sight of the real meaning, purpose, power
and final outcome of the gospel. This has led to a lower than Biblical
standard of worship and holiness of life, and even an indifferent at-
titude toward Biblical evangelism. Even the vital position and role of
the Church is seen to be weakened, thereby.

Yet, what a blessed strength it is when we see, by faith, the glorious
extent of gospel preaching. It is a solemn, powerful and purposeful ac-
tivity. In fact, the importance of Biblical gospel preaching cannot be
over-emphasized. For by "the foolishness" of this activity it pleases
God, by His sovereign grace, "to save them that believe".

Our text is clear evidence that the gospel is proclaimed to achieve even
greater results-results greater than we often realize or stop long
enough to discover for ourselves from the Holy Word. As if the salva-
tion of God's elect were not results enough from the proclamation of
the gospel, the Apostle declares in our text that, "He put all in subjec-
tion under Him, He left nothing that is not put under Him".

This is an established fact. Because on Calvary, through the very obe-
dience of the death of the Cross, Christ, once and for all time, "put all
in subjection under Him" even Satan-the head of all His enemies and
the enemies of all believers.

What does this mean for us? It means first of all. that there is ab-
solutely nothing that God the Father has not put under the Sovereign
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dominion of the Lord Christ, the Son of God and the Son of man, our
only Mediator. This applies not only to the good angels, but all spirits.
Christ can make all things, including all spirits, contribute to tha fur-
therance of His own purpose. This is for the good of His people and can
be for the hurt of His enemies. we often call the dominion of the Lord,
the world and life view of the Christian faith, where all aspects of a
believer's life are under the complete Lordship of Jesus christ.
Believers apply the Holy Word of God to all of life-their thoughts, ac-
tions, work, relationships, recreation and pleasure; or it might be better
to say that believers apply their lives to the Holy Word of God, the ob-
jective standard of life eternal.

How we must raise our praise with the psalmist of old when he says,"O Lord our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth! who hast
set Thy glory above the heavens". (8:l) Secondly, the Apostle paul
raises a doubt in our text. The doubt is raised so that he can answer it
for the benefit of his readers, the scattered Hebrew christians then and
all of the believers now. The doubt may come in our minds, at some
point, as we become disappointed and impatient with so few evidences
of God's working in our midst.

Because christ's enemies are still troubling His kingdom and subjects
we become overcome by such trouble and say, ,,But now we see not yet
all things put under Him".

The troubles of christ's subjects (all true believers) often hinder their
right perception of the glory of Christ's advancement through the
gospel.

How is it with us? Can we see the gospel of Christ resulting in such an
advancement that in the fulness of time, He will have all His enemies
under His feet as a footstool? (Psalm ll0:l). This is the ultimate pur-
pose and power in all grace of the glorious gospel; and it is by the effec-
tual working of the Holy Spirit.

It is carnal reasoning not to admit to divine truth, other than what
can be seen. But this can be our problem when we despair and limit our
vision of Christ's complete advancement through the gospel to that
which we see around us. This vision can only be seen through the eye of
saving faith in Christ; in other words, when we have that spiritual union
with Christ.

In the third place, the Apostle answers this doubt raised in our text,
and he does so in verse 9: "But we see Jesus,... crowned with glory and
honour. . ." .

We see, by the eye of faith, Jesus-His sufferings and tasting of
death for each of the sons being brought sanctified into glory through
His humiliation for a season; we see Jesus exalted to the right hand of
the Majesty on high; by this we see all that oppose Him being put far-
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ther and farther under Him; we see His Word and Doctrine; we see His
working upon the souls of men, humbling and comforting, changing
and reforming hearts and lives; we see the gifts of His Holy Spirit being
poured out upon a struggling Church, to advance it through the gospel
until all is ready for His return to gather it unto Himself unto glory.

By these evidences of His grace, His power and infinite wisdom, "we

see Jesus, ....crowned with glory and honour". Because we can see
Jesus by the spiritual eye of faith, we can also see the fully developed ex-
tent of the gospel-the continuing advancement of Christ's Kingdom of
Righteousness through His subjects, the Church, to the glorious end of
all things being put in subjection under Him.

Through the Spirit's sanctifying work in us under Christ's direction,
we should know more about the advancement of Christ each day and
thereby see the reality of the Apostle's statement to the Hebrews and
even to us today.

Let us ask God to grant us increased faith to keep us from carnal
reason and to see the full extent of the gospel, "That at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father". Philippians
2: lO, l l .

Woe be to the people where the pulpit gives no utterance to the deep
things of God; they will grow lean from want of nourishment, and sad
from lack of comfort.

C. H. Spurgeon.

Say not, my soul, 'From whence can God relieve my care?'
Remember that Omnipotence has servants everywhere.

His method is sublime, His heart profoundly kind,
God never is before His time, and never is behind.


