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Editorial
There was once a marked difference between the English and the

Continental Sunday, but, alas, there is hardly any todayaThe English
Sunday was once a quiet, pleasant and restful day when men-and
women loved to worship in the sanctuary after the toiis of the week. All
this seems to belong to the past. we have as a nation more leisure than
any of our forebears, yet strangely enough, less time for the things of
God and eternity. The I ord's Day has become a day of feverish activity
and is being exploited by vested interests of one kind or another. At the
present time strenuous efforts are being made to relax the laws
concerning Sunday trading.

The fourth commandment-"Remember the sabbath day to keep it
holy"-is conveniently forgotten. It is important to recognise that the
commandments stand or fall together. we cannot single out those that
appeal to us and reject the remainder. If we ought to abstain from
murder, immorality, theft, lying and covetousness, we are equally
bound to honour God's Day. The country's best interests lie in
recognition and observance of the Lord's Day. It is significant that as
our observance of Sunday has declined so has the moral life of the
nation.

It is a law of nature as well as the law of God that human beings need
a day of rest. Even machines will not work for ever, still less the human
frame. It has been proved time and time again that men cannot live a
one hundred per cent healthy life for any lengthy period without
observing a rest day. For the good of our bodies we should observe the
Commandment.

But important as that is, it is even more important for our
souls-that part of us which never dies. The Lord's Day is not, as is
commonly supposed, a miserable day-for the believer it is honourable
and a delight (Isaiah 58:13,14). It is the day which the Lord hath made
and in it we will rejoice and be glad. Let there then be a proper
recognition by us all of the Lord's Day-"not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together as the manner of some is" (Hebrews 10:25).
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No Deviation
F. J. HARRIS

"All the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in
nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing". Acts l7:21.

In the days in which we live when so many people are prepared to
discard every standard and value of previous generations, a closed mind
is reckoned to be one of the greatest evils and to be a mark of extreme
narrowness and bigotry. Notwithstanding this, I want to put in a plea
for a closed mind-in certain areas at least-and I believe that I can
demonstrate that such an attitude is thoroughly biblical.

When the apostle Paul went to Athens he found people, with
anything but closed minds. They were willing to listen to any and every
new philosophy and as a result, with all their wisdom, they never learnt
the one thing needful. It was left to the man who had refused to enter
into debate with the wise men at Corinth but "determined not to know
anything among them save Jesus Christ and Him crucified" to declare
to the men of Athens the God whom they ignorantly worshipped. It was
the same apostle who warned the Colossian Christians against
"philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of men" (Col. 2:8) and
who warned Timothy against "profane and vain babbling and opposi-
tions of science (knowledge) falsely so called" (I. Tim. 6:20).

I maintain then that I am following biblical teaching when I say that
there are certain things to which Christians should shut their minds.
Teaching which has been tested, and proved to be at variance with
revealed truth, can do us no good at all and the mind should be closed
against it.

I feel it is necessary to make this emphasis today for it is unhappily
true that within the professing church there are many who foolishly
follow in the footsteps of the men of Athens. That which is new seems
to have a strange fascination for them. New methods, new messages'
new experiences often attract even Christian people. I am suspicious of
that which is new-not because I wish to live in the past but because
that which is 'new' is generally inspired by fleshly wisdom and new
truth, so called, has usually proved to be heresy.

The words of C. H. Spurgeon in 1877, addressing a conference of
pastors, are relevant today:

"I am frequently being told that I ought to examine at length the
various new views that are so continually presented. I decline the
invitation. I can smell them and that satisfied me' I perceive in them
nothing which glorifies God or magnifies Christ, but much that puffs
up human nature".
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As conservative evangelicals we adopt a similar attitude and it is for
this reason that we are charged with having closed minds. Because we
choose to believe the word of God rather than listen to the conclusions
of human reason we are labelled 'obscurantists'. This is particularly so
when we reject the philosophies of scientists and eminent men who
teach the false theory of evolution as if it were fact, and when we
repudiate the views of those theologians who tell us that the scriptures
are fallible human documents and therefore not the trustworthy, iner-
rant guide which scripture itself claims to be. But if the opinions of
men, however scholarly, wise and respected they may be, are in conflict
with the word of God, we must take our stand with the apostle and say,"let God be true but every man a liar" Romans 3:4.

That is the negative aspect-the positive is a strong proclamation of
the truth. Let us pray that in these days, those who love the truth will be
content with nothing less than dogmatic statements of christian truth
and uncompromising declarations of the fundamentals of the ,,faith
once delivered to the saints". of course this will bring the scorn of the
world and the disapproval of many within the professing church but
what of that? "If I yet pleased men I should not be the servant of
Christ". Gal. l:10.

Let us be sure that if any real progress is to be made in the Christian
life there must be some clearly definite body of doctrine to be adhered
to. From these we are to countenance no deviation, having no dealings
with either new theology or new morality, so called.

The science of navigation is dependent upon the existence of certain
fixed points from which a bearing can be taken. Granted such fixed
points a ship can be guided with certainty across the vast and empty
ocean. So as we voyage across the sea of life it is absolutely essential for
us to have fixed points by which we may chart our spiritual course.
Without these fixed points we shall not make progress. Rather we shall
drift and end up on the rocks. On some things the sailor cannot afford
to have an open mind. He must not doubt his chart, his compass or the
stars. Our minds may legitimately be open on many matters but the fix-
ed points are not for our judgement or approval; they are for our
guidance and respect.

What are these fixed points by which we may safely make our
spiritual voyage? Here are some of them. We believe in God. the One
Who, by the word of His power, created heaven and earth and all that is
in them; we believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, His virgin
birth, sinless life, atoning death, physical resurrection, ascension into
heaven, His present reign and future personal return in glory; we believe
in the personality and power of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the
Trinity, and of the need of His convicting, regenerating and sanctifying



/

'52 
The Gospel Magazine

work; we believe that salvation is by grace alone though faith alone in
Christ alone-and we are not ashamed to declare that salvation has
only been wrought by the shedding of the precious blood of Christ; we
believe in the judgement of the world in righteousness, with the eternal
blessedness of the saved and the eternal misery of the lost. And we
believe in the inspired and infallible scripture of truth, God's full and
final revelation to mankind.

These are not opinions, they are certainties. They are the fixed points
by which we steer our course. Against any deviation from them we
resolutely close our minds. Let others call us dogmatic if they will. We
are on a perilous voyage and we would be fools indeed to doubt them."Forever, O Lord" cried the psalmist, "Thy Word is settled in
heaven." Luke wrote of "those things which are most surely believed
among us". Jeremiah cried "Thus saith the Lord; stand ye in the ways
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls" Jeremiah 6:16.

'Ye fearful saints fresh
courage take.... t

ROGER COOLE
The Rev. Roger Coole is minister of Townhill Baptist Church, Swansea

Exodus 1:7-22. Hebrews II:23
:ts

Human life was cheap to Pharaoh. He had just come to power, and
lived in the splendour and luxury of Egypt. The 'god-king' is alarmed at
the rapid increase of the Israelites and fearful that they may act against
Egypt in the event of a war. Cruelty and oppression are the children of
his fear, and so a harsh subjection is imposed. As slaves, the Hebrews
are exploited for the Egyptian's selfish ends, and their life is bitter.

Pharaoh's reign is 'A study in tyranny' as he sets about a far more
subtle form of genocide than any Hitler devised. Exterminaton is the
aim as he orders every male baby to be treated as some unwanted kitten,
and cast into the river Nile. Behind this traumatic human drama
another hand is at work. It is not merely the Egyptians but their 'gods'
involved in this bondage (Exodus 12:12). And, ultimately, it is Satan
and his demonic activity, as he tries to thwart God and His design.
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r' iri'3iich a ciimate d'f tension and terror, with no doubt many glances
over their shoulders, Amram and Jochebed were not afraid. Beins fullv
aware of Pharaoh's edict, the consequences of disobedience, livirig in a
climate that bred spies and informers, they hid Moses for 3 monthi and
were not afraid. They had every reason to fear but they overcame fear.

Fear
Every ty'ant and dictator makes full use of this tool-fear. not mere-

ly to crush the opposition but to keep the majority of the population in
subjection. But human despots are only following the father of them
all-Satan. It is one of the greatest weapons in his armoury.

Fear follows Satan as a dog its master. It is first found. after Satan's
intrusion into the Garden, in Genesis 3:10. Man becomes one on the
run, seeking to cover up and avoid God. One of the immediate conse-
quences of Adam's sin is his terror of God.

Not all fear is wrong! There is such a thing as healthy fear. To be
afraid is good sometimes. On the human level, we instil into our
children a fear of open fires, playing with matches, or cliff edges, in the
hope that such healthy fear will lead to precautions. There is a healthy
fear that Christians know, that which is produced by the Spirit. Romans
8:15. For the Christian there was a time of contentment in a self-
righteous smugness, but that has crumbled to dust with the Holy
Spirit's work. Gone is the carelessness and indifference as the law of
God is seen to be spiritual not merely external. The conscience is
speared by a fear of the holiness of God and made conscious of the
heavy burden of guilt. Any attempt to salve the conscience or condition
only increases the law's vice-like grips. In the pliers of knowing that one
is lost and without a Saviour, fear sets in. Such a fear is healthy for it
leads, by the Holy Spirit, to the sinner's cry for mercy. All Christians, in
measure, know the Spirit of bondage and it is only the Christian that
has God as his Father!

Satan, however, wields this weapon positively for evil. It lies at the
heart of his tactics to keep men and women under his power. Go to any
pagan land and one finds it rotten through with fear. Missionaries tell
us phobias are rife; fear of the dark, trees, the spirit of the trees,
voodoos and enchantments. In places where there has been little or no
Christian teaching, superstitions are rampant. In predominately
Catholic countries men and women are kept prey to their superstitions.
In our land, as it becomes increasingly obvious that men and women
will have nothing to do with the Lord God, so increasingly the spirit of
fear is entering in astrology, occult and lucky charms.

Fear is also used very effectively by Satan against God's people. Fear
is like fire, a good servant but a terrible master, and Satan seeks to put



/

54 The Gospel Magazine

the flame of fear to our Christian testimony. His aim is to debilitate
us,-to keep us miserable and prevent us from being useful and produc-
tive Christians. If he succeeds in making us fearful we become unhappy,
those who are up one minute and down the next; and usually more
down than up.

Stop and think what medical phobias do to people, i.e.
claustrophobia or agrophobia; they destroy and curtail the enjoyment
and usefulness of ones life. Satan seeks to insinuate spiritual phobias.
We are to 'rejoice in the Lord always' but under the tyranny of our
fears we are miserable. Fear causes us to freeze, with regard to service
for our Lord and Saviour. One often reads of people in such a state of
fear that they are paralysed and numb, so too with spiritual fears. They
dominate and are destructive. Our waking thoughts are constantly
drawn back to them and sleep is often driven from us, and such fear oc-
cupies our every attention. Fear has a twin sister called Anxiety who
saps our strength and gives us ulcers. The Greek word for anxiety or
worry has the root 'to rip, tear, pull apart'-what a perfect description
of the effects of fear and anxiety upon the human body and a
Christian's testimony. Satan is out to shred us with fear.

The magnitude of what this husband and wife did by faith is thus
seen. By faith they cancelled fear, they nullified its tyranny upon them.
By listening to and believing God their hearts were quiet from fear (Pro-
verbs l:33).

As the people of God we should be aware of Satan's devices, so we
shall, briefly, highlight four areas of fear.

(i) Assurance.

The devil seeks to set a pendulum in motion, causing us to move bet-
ween the two extremes of "I am/I am not" a Christian. In such a state
of oscillating hope and doubt, there is no joy or praise concerning the so
great salvation of our God. One path he travels to insinuate fear is that
when we sin, he is the first on the scene with questions, e.g. 'Have you
ever been a Christian?'. Doubts are shown as to whether you have ever
been a Christian, and such insecurity breeds more fear. His reasoning is
that before your 'conversion' you could ask for mercy or pardon but
since you have sinned you have no right to ask for forgiveness. What is
the answer to such reasoning? We must believe God and upon that
basis, use our minds and realise that the devil has gone too far. Attack
such thoughts with the principle of 'reductio ad absurdum'-that is,
assume that what he says is true and then draw deductions from it and
see if they are in agreement with the rest of Scripture. If not, then what
you assumed to be true must be false.
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(a) Revos€ the devil's logic and see that he is saying 'to be d Christian
you must never sin'. It is the only conclusion of his argument-because
you sinned, you are not a Christian, therefore, a Christian must be
perfect. There is only One whom you find perfect and sinless, whilst
upon this earth, our Lord and Saviour. The devil has over-stretched
himself in making such a claim upon every Christian whilst here below.
(b) Then see how justification by faith is attacked by driving us to think
that we are saved by faith plus our efforts. He makes salvation to be
something that can be rescinded because of our failure-justification by
faith plus works. Do we see how gloriously dangerous this doctrine of
salvation is! On our deathbeds our trust lies not in twenty years of
preaching, or consistent Christian living, but in a righteousness not our
own.

Memory lane, he desires us to tread, as our past is raked up. The
skeleton of our old man is dragged out of the cupboard and dangled
before us, making a lot of noise. The sigh of 'If only....' is heard over
wasted years and lost opportunites. How fearful one becomes as one
seeks to bring up the past to destroy the enjoyment of present grace and
the anticipation of future glory. Refuse to listen, call the devil by his
name of Liar. and tell him the old man is dead and buried. For God has
re-created a new man. Face him with John Newton:-

'I may my fierce accuser face and tell him THOU HAST DIED'.
At the cross, ultimately, lies God's answer to every fear concerning

salvation. To meditate on the fact that the death of the Lord Jesus
Christ didn't merely make salvation possible but actually secures salva-
tion, causes gloom to evaporate in the heat of joy. Here is our guarante€
of safety, that Christ died for us, whilst enemies, to reconcile us to God.
So having dealt with the greatest problem of all, he will never forsake or
fail me now-though I fail him. You may have sinned against the One
Who loved you with an everlasting love, but it does not undo our
Saviour's work on Calvarv's tree.

(ii) Fear of men
This fear can be subtle or ferocious in its onslaught. It often

manifests itself with a dry mouth, a gulping down of one's Adam's apple
and being unable to speak an opportune word. Both the self-confident
and timid characters are attacked. Peter the Impulsive is intent on
following the Lord Jesus everywhere and anywhere. So in his self-
confident boldness he acts as spokesman for all: Mark 14:31. Yet we
find him with oaths and curses denying Christ in a spirit of fear as he is
afraid of losing life. Again for Peter in Galatians l:12-13, this fear
affected his behaviour and judgement as he curtailed his activities.
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Timothy the Timid, knew this temptation assailing his mind as he saw
the old man Paul, a prisoner facing death for the gospel's sake, 2
Timothy l:7-8. Paul had to stir him up from such fear and timidity.

At the heart of such fear is consequences, .If I say or stand....then
such and such will happen'. The devil's question is ,Do you see what
such a stand will mean?', 'What will the boss say if I refuse?'-the fear
of offence or loss of friendship is placed before keeping the faith in
good conscience. Consquences, is one of the recurring temptations to
any servant of God. 'If a particular truth is applied too closely, what
will certain members of my congregation say?'.

Peter himself gives us a remedy in I Peter 3:l5a,Sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts'. There is deliverance from the fear of men as we are
more occupied with Cod than being preoccupied with men. Here lies
the secret of Elijah as he stood before Ahab with a message of juoge-
ment, I Kings l7:1. 'As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I
stand....'. Standing before King Ahab meant little, as Elijah was more
conscious of standing before the Lord God-after all, who is Ahab in
the Lord's presence? Micaiah spoke before two kings, arrayed in splen-
dour, their armies and 400 'yes-men', but what gripped him (l *ings
22:19) was that he had seen the Lord upon His throne. In comparison
with the Lord seated, surrounded by His hosts, Jehoshaphat and Ahab
were as men in deck-chairs, surrounded by their sand castles! cultivate
an awareness more of God than any man!
P.S. For how many Christians in the prayer meeting, does a Minister sit
awaiting the day when they cease from silent prayer to articulate praise
to God. Many Christians do not pray because they are more conscious
of their Christian family around them than God. The devil has you
where he wants you, if fear of men stops your contribution to the
prayer meeting. We are not addressing men, neither are our prayers in-
tended for them, but we are addressing our Heavenly Father!

(iii) Fear of Future.
In entertaining this fear, we give access to our minds to a powerful

foe. Worry tortures our minds, seeking to crush us under the sum total
of everything that may never come to pass. Satan wishes to keep us
wholly concerned about what will happen to us. In such a state of
suspense the "What if's; maybe's or might's" cause us to be far more
preoccupied with ourselves than with God. Such worry is invariably
part of the diversionary tactics to bog us down, preventing us seeing
beyond any future horizon at our God. Our attention and gaze is
diverted from the calming face of our Captain.

Such worry tears us apart and cripples us. It is a terrible thing to be
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"hag-ridden by the future". But the Lord Jesus spoke directly to this
problem and His remedy is encapsulated in Matthew 6:34. He directs us
to realise that our spiritual eyes are long-sighted. For we are focusing
upon tomorrow and that is the wrong place. It is the crosses of the pre-
sent day He has called us to bear and not possible or imaginary crosses
of the future. There is no virtue in worry, it is a worthless com-
modity-it only wastes time and effort, that can be far more profitably
spent. One does not redeem the time when worrying for tomorrow,s
possible problem tears you apart today.

In essence, worrying over the future is stealing. Tomorrow belongs to
God, it is today that belongs to us. He forbids us to wrest from His
tender Hands tomorrow. With a God of such sovereign care, purpose
and power, He needs not my helping hand with the burden of Kingship.
The Lord Jesus upholds all things by the word of His power, even when
upon the cross, so what do I need to be anxious for? My dear Christian
friend, you trusted Him for yesterday, so too for today, can you not
trust Him for tomorrow?

Amram and Jochebed with regard to faith and fear, teach us that
faith can say no! They refused to be intimidated by fear of what
Pharaoh could have done if he had found out. You can refuse to be
crippled by worry, tell her NO, as you turn to your God for grace and
wisdom in complete wisdom. And surely Moses learned that from his
parents for his faith came to the point where he said NO! Hebrews
l1:24.

(iv) Fear of death

This particular weapon we are explicitly told that Satan wields,
Hebrews 2:14-15. From the case history of Job we know that Satan has
only power to take life if God permits, but he does terrorise men and
women with it. This is seen by the fact it is the taboo subject today.
How often, Christian, have you openly spoken of your death and all
that it entails. Sadly the Christian is often terrorised by such a fear.

If you know anything of this fear you stand in good company.
Thomas Shephard, the pilgrim father, said "The thought of my fast
coming death often makes me very unhappy". Did not Pilgrim, none
other than John Bunyan, as he saw the river, with the gate on the other
side, say "Is there no other way to the gate?".

Why then is death so disturbing? Wherever you find it, in young or
old it is ugly, often painful. It is unpredictable as to the time it comes to
us. How many on their death-beds have said "I did not expect this so
soon!" But the main reason for fear is our own unthoughtful concern
about it, whilst we have the opportunity. Samuel Rutherford was
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challenged as he reviewed his past that "death trad not often been
meditated upon".

Be aware of how the enemy will assault you in your dying hours, the
sins of your past will be brought back to savage your conscience. Duties
left undone, broken friendships unrepaired, grudges held or negligence
in prayer will all be used to probe and make your death-bed uncomfor-
table. But, knowing that now, prepare by living in a selfless manner,
endeavouring and straining every muscle to please God.

When your old sins crowd around your death-bed and stare accusing-
ly in the face, what is the answer? Christ is the answer. Having dealt
with the law (l Corinthians 15:56) upon Calvary's tree, He has rid the
grave of its terror.

The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do.

My Saviour's obedience ond blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.

Christian, do not be afraid to go where Christ has gone before. Such
is His love, He would take us nowhere, where we could come to any
harm. He has gone that way and so calls us on. We often think of death
as cold and icy. How often does the husband on a winter's night warm
the bed for his wife? Christ has warmed death for His people, its chill
has been removed!

Dwell much on the glory of heaven and what it shall be to open your
eyes in Immanuel's land. Let the light of the glory of heaven shine upon
your life now, through the window of your coming death and be excited
it the prospect. Rejoice at the inheritance of the saints, the wonder of
being i Cliristian, for "Our God is the end of the journey". A God
Who does not send an angel or archangel, but who comes Himself to
"wipe away all tears from their eyes"! Revelation 2l:4. With such a
God and Saviour need we fear death.

"The tender heart, the broken and contrite spirit, are to me far above
all the joys I would ever hope for in this vale of tears" wrote Charles
Simeon, Fellow of King's College Cambridge, "I long to be in my pro-
per place, my hand on my mouth and my mouth in the dust".
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" The Lord's Day
DENIS K. CLARK

From the day in which God completed the creation of the world
(Gen. 2:2\ this has been a special day. To-day in Great Britain this
special day is under constant attack from those who wish to please
themselves and have no fear of violating the fourth commandment.
Parliament debates bills designed to allow widespread trading, sport
and entertainment on Sundays. Living in a post-Christian society many
suppose we should have a post-Christian Sunday; or at least what has
come to be known as a 'continental' Sunday. If Christians are not to
observe and defend the Lord's day, who will? If the hedonists have their
way there will be less rest for EVERYONE: less rest, more noise, more
people at work and less time with the family. Sunday is a day of rest for
ALL men, Christian and non-Christian alike, but only Christians are
likely to make much effort to defend it and they should not hesitate to
do so, for the glory of God and for the true benefit of all men.

i4

Scripture and the Lord's Day
Those who follow the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostles

and the Reformers hold a high view of scripture and will therefore look
first to scripture for light on the subject of the Lord's day, its nature
and how it is best kept. They will not seek to please men, either Chris-
tian or non-Christian but to please God, and to glorify Him. Scripture
has a good deal to say about this special day.

The Lord's Day is a gift from God.
In Exodus we read that the sabbath is the Lord's gift. @x. 16:29) ,See

for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath.' This wa( a gift to all
men, not to Jews and Christians only.

In the fourth commandment (Ex. 20:8-ll) we learn that all were to
enjoy and benefit from the sabbath rest. It goes into some detail-son,
daughter, manservant, maidservant, cattle (animals too!) and strangers.
If the Lord's day is a gift from God we must consider seriously how we
can best cherish it, use it and enjoy it. We must also seek to preserve it
for all men.

The pollution of the sabbath is all too common to-day even among
Christians; unnecessary work is being done and unnecessary work is be-
ing caused in various ways. Sunday travel, Sunday sport, Sunday
newspapers, television and radio are distracting the minds and hearts of
men and leading them into worldy attitudes and careless ways.
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If the Lord's day is a gift from God to men then we must think and
think again about the things which we do on the Lord,s day and about
the things which we fail to do. In this present decade there is little
danger of our becoming either legalistic or too introspective; and with
the help of God's Word and His Holy Spirit's convicting power we
should be able to see how best to keep the Lord's day a hoty day. (cf.
Ex. 20:8).

The Lord's Doy is one in which to worship God.
Surely the highest activity of man must be the adoration and worship

of God? The first and great commandment (Matt. 22:37 and,3g) would
suggest so, with its lucid description of the sort of love God expects
from us. In Moses' day the Jews kept the sabbath as a special diy of
rest and worship when they met together in holy convocation (an
assembly for worship). It was a command of the Lord (cf. Lev. 23:l_3).
In New Testament times the Apostle John, imprisoned on the Isle of
Patmos, honoured the Lord's day: he was ,in the Spirit,. Had he, I
wonder, often reflected on the words of the Lord Jesus when He said'God is Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth'. In this age what could be better than for christians tb be'in the Spirit' on the Lord's day; to meet together for worship; to wor-
ship God in spirit and in truth and to rest?

Isaiah tells us that those who keep the sabbath and refuse to pollute it
are blessed (Isa. 56:2). He also gives us perhaps the most beautiful and
salutary reference to the sabbath in the whole of scripture. 'If thou turn
away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of thi Lord, honourablq
and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasur_e, nor speaking thine own words. Then shalt thou delight thyself
in the Lord and I will cause thee to ride upon the high plaies oi the
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father; fbr the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken i t ,  ( lsa. 58:13 and l4).

These are wonderful guidelines for the keeping of the Lord's day;
and why not for every day? Forsaking the pursuit of pleasure and seek-
ing to please and honour God in all things we find that He makes us to'ride upon the high places of the earth' and HE becomes our delieht!

The Lord's Day is a day for rest.
Having made the world, God rested on the seventh day (Gen. 2:2).lf

man declines to rest on the seventh day, is he wiser and stronger than
God? This generation is a busy one, there is much activity and speed,
our actions are often feverish and stressful. one hears people say that
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they. have little time to read or to think deeply; times of prayer and
meditation are crowded out- How good God is io have giuen us a oay
when we may slow down and relax! we can worship, real and thilk bipurposely cutting down _ our activity. If we are unable to spend the
I-.ord's day in this way then we may need to reform. tvtother's in par-
ticular may need more help and consideration from fathers 

'and

children' Must we always have a traditional Sunday lunch, una i,
Mother always expected to prepare it?

while we seek rest for ourselves we must also think of others and
make a point of making it easier for even strangers to rest and be with
their families on Sundays. we need to considei the fourth command-
mentmore carefully and to think out ways of increasing rest. can we
see where we have been violating the fourth commandment? Have we
had tradesmen to work at our house on the Lord's day? Have we sons
or daughters out delivering newspapers on Sunday moinings? If we are
employers, have we closed down our business on the Lordis day or are
our employ-ees keeping the wheels of our business turning while we are
at worship?

Now if we take all these things to heart from the word of God, and
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit plan our lives accordingly, many
will consider us to be very 'strict and pirticular'. But it is not a=matter of
the'strict and particular', it is a matter of pleasing and honourin! tn.
God whom we adore. Remember the sabbith day to keep it holyi

Some thoughts on Psalm 24
H. P. WOTTON

verse I. 'The earth is the Lord's, and thefulness thereof: the worrd,
and they that dwell therein.'

Here we see how different the word of God is from the thoughts of
unregenerate men. one would not think it necessary for the psalmist to
affirm such simple truths as these. But there are multitudes of people
who refuse to recognise the proprietorship of the sovereign Lord'of ihe
universe, and so in effect deny their own existence, foihad not God
brought them into being, they would not be here.
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The psalmist was aware that the fall of man had robbed him of
spiritual life, and consequently of spiritual sight. Having by a deliberate
act of disobedience turned his back on God, man became scarcely
aware of God's existence. But God does not cease to be because men
turn their backs on Him; and He does not cease to be the universal Pro-
prietor because men refuse to recognise His ownership.

It is interesting to note how the psalmist has included, in a few well-
chosen words, everything belonging to the great Creator. He did not
need to include a long inventory of what belongs to God, but just to
mention the earth and its fulness, the world and they that dwell therein,
and everything else was included.

Verse 2. 'For He hath founded it upon the seas, and estoblished it
upon the floods'.

It is natural for man to trust himself, his ability and the apparent
stability of the environment in which he lives. He is confident that the
things he sees and is familiar with today, will be here tomorrow. But this
verse teaches the uncertainty and vulnerability of the world in which we
live, for God has done a great thing-He has founded it upon the seas,
and established it upon the floods. We may think it safer for God to
establish the world on nothing rather than upon that whose natural
tendency is to overflow the dry land. But who are we to question the
wisdom of God when we may learn from this that the stability of the
world does not depend on the things we see, but on the omnipotent
power of God?

We may also see in this the safety of believers who continue to live
and work for God in the midst of ungodly men who would doubtless do
them harm were it not that they are held back by an omnipotent hand;
for, though the natural creation is founded on things that are in
themselves vulnerable, His new creation is founded on the Rock Christ
Jesus, and those who build their faith on this foundation are as safe as
the Rock Himself.

Verse 3. 'Who shall osce:nd into the hitl of the Lord? or who shall
stand in His holy place?'

Two questions are asked here. One regarding the hill, and the other
regarding the holy place. The answer to the second question depends on
the answer to the first, for the ascent into the hill of the Lord depends
on a new birth into a spiritual realm as high above the realm we enter by
natural birth as the heavens are high above the earth. This realm may be
rightly called the hill of the Lord, for it is the highway of holiness,
which leads to safe standing in the holy place.

Unregenerate man may have his personal thoughts regarding the hill
of the Lord, and about his own standing in the holy place, but he who
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would'clinib this hill and stand in this holy place must be taught of God,
and none can receive divine teaching but he who is born into God's
spiritual kingdom, for 'the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned.' (l Corinthians 2:14).

Verse 4. 'He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
Iifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfutty.'

Here are four indications of a holy birth whose tendency is upwards
into the hill of the Lord, instead of downwards to destruction. The per-
son referred to in this psalm was not concerned about hands soiled with
sin, an impure heart, the vanity of worldly thoughts, or the deceit-
fulness of lying words, until he was born of the Holy Spirit; but now he
has been to the hill of the Lord, where he has seen pure hands pierced to
make soiled hands clean, and righteous blood flow to atone for all the
sins of heart and life of those who believe in Jesus.

But who has completely clean hands and a pure heart? The answer is
none in this world. The question, however, should be, Who so hates sin
that he longs to be rid of it for ever? This is the person who is credited
with clean hands and a pure heart, who is said not to have lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully, for with the Lord ,the desire of
a man is his kindness'. (Proverbs 19:22\.

The Truth is that, just as we cannot live physically without being soiled
by our own and the world's uncleaness, so we cannot live Christiin lives
without being soiled by our own and the world's sin. But it is he who
comes to the place of cleansing who is clean. ,If we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.'

Verse 5. 'He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation.'

To some people this may seem to teach salvation by works; that the
clean hands and the pure heart had obtained the blessing. It is true that
in Psalm l8:20 the psalmist says, 'The Lord rewarded me according to
my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands hath He
recompensed me.' But he was no merit-monger. His salvation was of
grace all along the line. And when he mentioned reward he did not
think in terms of self-righteousness, but in those of the reward of the in-
heritance, and ofgrace for grace, for why should not our gracious Lord
bestow the grace that enables the believer to believe in Him, and then
reward him accordingly? This is grace for grace, and this is what the
Lord is doing for His people all the time. He rewards the faith that He
has bestowed upon us, and there is a reward for every grace that we
receive so freely.
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The person mentioned in verse four shall not only receive the blessing
from the Lord, he shall also receive righteousness irom the God of his
salvation. But this he cannot have in perfection in this world, for
though he is indwelt by the Holy spirit, he also has the remains oiino-
welling sin. He must,,then, have perfect righteousness imputed to him,
and this_he has by faith.inrhe Lord Jesus, who kept foihim the holy
law of God, and paid his debt of sin on tire cross .if Cluuiy. 

-

verse 6. 'This is the generation of them that seek Him, thot seek rhy
face, O Jacob. Selah.'

Genuine christianity is the work of a lifetime for all who would be
true to the Lord. There is no such thing as an idle christian. He must
fight the good fight of faith if he wants to be victorious over the remains
of sin in himself and over all the power of the enemy. He must not cease
to climb the hill of the Lord if he would see His face. And it is a ereat
encouragement to him to have evidence in his life that he does so. Iithis
verse the psalmist is informing us what this evidence is.

Itis not that we go from door to door to talk about our faith, or pack
our bags and depart for the mission field. (These are good when ione
from the right motive and in response to the Lords *iit.; nut ii is-lnat
we dgOa(.from iniquity. This is every Christian's work, and if we do
not do this work nothing else will be acceptable in God's sight. The
psalmist is saying that the generation of those who seek Him-are they
that have clean hands and a pure heart, who have not rirt.a,p tt"it
souls unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. These are the people who seek
the Lord. Then 'let every one that nameth the name ir Ctriirt i.pu.t
from iniquity'. (2 Timothy 2:19).

Verse 7. 'Ltft up y-our heads, O ye gates; ond be ye ltft up, ye
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.'

A true christian, besides desiring to do good to others, employs
himself in the private domain of his own rifJ in preparing a way and
making a dwelling-place for the King. He knows that-while he is in tnis
world there will always be enemies lurking in the back-ground of his
life, and that if he makes friends of them he will be a traitJr to the King.
He also knows that he has no power over his corruptions, and so he
welcomes the presence of his Friend, not only because he ioves Him,
but because sin rs their mutual enemy, and that without His power it
cannot be subdued. Christians in this verse are referred to as gates and
doors _because they are the only gates and doors in this world itrut op"n
to their King.

The gates and doors may well hang their heads with shame who never
open them for the King to come in. But those who are open-hearted
believ-ers may lift up their heads, not in pride, but in loyal joy ana
grateful praise as they prepare a place for the King of glory to inier in.
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Verse 8. 'Who is this King of glory? the Lord strong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in battle.'

Though men seek their own glory, all glory belongs essentially to
God, who is the Creator of all things seen and unseen in heaven and
upon earth. All others, whether they are glorified saints or angels, have
glory bestowed upon them, but God alone is glorious in and of Himself,
and so essentially so that were He to bestow upon another what is ex-
clusively His, He would cease to be God. But this cannot be, for no
created being could bear the weight of infinite holiness, infinite love, in-
finite wisdom, and of every other infinite attribute that is His alone.

This glorious God is the Father of all who believe in Him and receive
His Son as their Saviour. We have many things to contend with in this
world, the worst of which is that body of sin that yet remains with us.
But our glorious King is the Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle. We are not asked to fight His and our battles in our own
strength, but in His. We are commanded to 'be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of His might'. (Ephesians 6:10).

Verses 9 and 10. These two verses are a repetition of verses seven and
eight. Repetition is used to impress the memory with what the writer has
to say. Some things are not worth remembering. Indeed, it were better
had they never been said. But this is never so of the Word of God. Mary
the mother of Jesus hid the words of her divine Son in her heart, and
she could not have done this without repeating them to herself and
pondering them until they became life to her soul.

The Word of God is the main channel of communication between
God and the soul. It is by this means that the communication line bet-
ween Him and us is opened in the first place, for we are 'born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever'. (l Peter l:23), and it is the means by which
communication between Him and us is kept up, for 'man doth not live
by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
the Lord doth man live'. (Deuteronomy 8:3).

The way, then, to lift up our heads, as the psalmist has exhorted us,
to store them with the wonderful words of the Lord. Then, provided
there is no obstruction between the head and the heart, the King of
glory will most certainly come in.
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Protestant Beacon.
Essentially the same

J. C. PHILPOT

Though Rome may not reappear in her ancient form (for she can
accommodate herself with most dexterous policy to every age) yet we
may be sure that the same spirit will ever live and breathe in her,
whatever outward appearance she may assume. Be it never forgotten
that papal Rome is essentially unchanging and unchangeable. We may
say essentially, since she may change her apparent form without
changing her real character, disguise her movements without
abandoning her intentions; for she is, and this is a most remarkable
feature of her character, at one and the same time most rigid and most
accommodating. In principle she is most rigid, and in practice, too
when she has the power to carry out her principles into action; but she
has the peculiar art of adapting her policy to circumstances, without
abating one iota of her absolute claims. Thus amidst all her apparent
concessions to the spirit of the times, she has never really relinquished
any one ofher lofty pretensions; for to do so would be to renounce her
claim to be the only true church, the alone spotless bride and spouse of
the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth. She may waive her claims for the
time, but she has never renounced one of them. They may for the
present be in abeyance, but they are ready to be resumed at the first
opportunity, as being her divine and inalienable right. And this claim to
supremacy so springs from, and is so connected with, her very
constitution, that never at any one period of her history, however low
she has sunk, has she manifested the least disposition to lower, much
less to relinquish it, for to do so, she instinctively feels, would be to
commit suicide.

It is a most singular and at first sight unaccountable fact, that the
power and influence of Rome are daily declining in countries strictly
Catholic, and rising in countries hitherto strictly Protestant. Thus,
Italy, Austria and now Spain, in former days the three great seats of her
power, where she used to reign supreme in Church and State, have to a
great extent broken her yoke from off their necks; whilst in England,
the United States and Austrialia, countries hitherto strictly protestant,
she is rapidly advancing in power and influence.
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Gbthsemane
SERMON PREACHED BY JOHN E. HAZELTON (1853-1924)
Mr. Hazelton was for many years secretary of the Aged Pilgrims'

Friend Society. He was also a valued Trustee of the Gospel Magazine.

Text: "And they came to a place which was named Gethsemsne"
(Mark 14 v 32)

The more I am enabled to meditate upon the solemn sufferings of our
blessed Lord in obtaining eternal redemption for us, the more I realize
the awfully stupendous nature of those sufferings. We poor, sinful
mortals, as we contemplate them, stand before an ocean which is
spanless and fathomless, the depths of which none can understand. This
is certain, that no finite sufferings can be made a recompense to the
justice of God for the sins of men. In Gethsemane, and on Calvary, and
right through the suffering life of our dear Lord, we stand face to face
with that infinite cost which God required at the hand of our Surety that
His people might be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.

This morning we would contemplate Gethsemane, and I pray that in
the face of so great and deep a subject, we may have right words and
right thoughts given unto us, for the ground on which we stand is holy.
Our minds are small indeed, and the subject is infinitely solemn.

"Gethsemane! The olive press!
And why so called, let Christians guess."

It was the Garden of the olive press, a Garden in which were many
olive trees; in which there was an olive press from which the oil of the
fruit of those trees was expressed at the appointed season. It was with a
deep inner meaning that our blessed Lord chose this Garden as the place
of communion with His Father ere He proceeded on the way to
Calvary.

The Garden at that time had but a local name, but ever since, through
all the ages, it has been known to His people as the Garden of
Cethsemane. We behold in our blessed Lord the real Olive Tree through
whom and by whom comes that golden oil which flows into the hearts
of His people. In Zechariah 4 the prophet is bidden to behold that
golden candlestick in the wilderness, with the golden bowl at the top,
and on either side of the candlestick two olive trees. Attached to them
were the golden pipes through which the golden oil flowed for the
maintenance of the light of the candlestick. Primarily we have there
Israel of old; Zerubbabel and Joshua, the two olive trees, instrumental
under God in supplying to Israel those blessings and gifts and graces
which it was necessary for them to receive. But we can go far beyond
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that, and behold in that candrestick or rampstand a picture of thechurch of God in this wilderness worrd of sin and ,1r"il;;;tii.. orevery individual member of it. The olive trees (representin!'u"a". trr.old dispensation Zerubbaber the prince anq rbsilua tt. iiJr, p.irrtlstand really and truly for our mosi blessed Redeemer, who ii a'ring-Priest upon His throne. Through the great transactions of Gethsemanewe have Him who can be repreiented-not by one olive tree uri uv t*o,and through whom the goldin oil of God the Holy Ghost flows into thesouls of poor, lost and ruined sinners in its melting, ,ofi.ning, f.Jing,illuminating power. For just as the gorden oit *ur ;iih;-;il?r."." orthe fruit of that tree, so the Holy Gtiost brings into my heart the fulness,th.e blessedness, the peace, the pardon unairr. me of iil il;;; _yolive Tree in Gethsemane's Garden was bruised una pie*"a.urriun,o
the earth.

- we can.never exaggerate when we speak of the person of our LordJesus Christ. you cannot extol Him ioo highly, ana you-cJ rr"ue.exaggerate when you speak of the sufferingr of our -ori ut"ss"a ioro.It is so-easy glibly to describe them. How o"ften have we read them withhearts like flint stones, unmoved, and apparently carelessf U.riuf otn.,times we have some melting and grace v6ucnsafeA.
Now behold in Gethsemane's Girden that which came to our blessedLord personally. we see Him there under the great ,ot.-n purJou",

moon, for it was then at its full. There we see Hiir-as a.s.riueJinlni,narrative-bent down.in infinite agony. He who ir ori ilu"., unJ *rrohath made both one through the Slood oi Hi, "rorr.
Look for a moment or two, ere we pass on, at the journey which Hetook to the Garden. we see it typified in David. oavia *ent uur.iootand weeping over the Brook xeiion at rhe time of the rebllli., ,i rri,unnatural son Absalom. Why was he barefoot and weepingf Noiontybecause of Absarom's rebellion, but because he had uirn"tora oitrr.treachery of Ahithophel who had joined the enemy. And just as Davidwent barefoot and weeping over Kedron, so our blessed Lord_notbarefoot or weeping-passed over Kedron on His way to thebarden orGethsemane. He too knew what Ahithophel's treactrery m."ril "r i,was wrought out in the person of Judas, who had joined iri, .n..i., tobetray Him. And rhere, following theii Lord, wis that little floci< ofsheep, the eleven_disciples who had heard Him-and bless God for then€a'ng-when He opened up His heart to them in the l4th to the l6thchapters of John; and when it last He opened up His heart for th;; u,He addressed His Father in that wondeiful intercessory prayer of thel7.th of John, a type of that nature and effects of His int....rrlon io,His church down all the ages. He crosed the first part of His discourse inthe upper room vrith these words: "These things have r rpor.n unto
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you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." And so
He led them forth from the upper room through the streets of
Jerusalem to this Garden, where He had determined to speak to His
Father, the place where (as had been settled in the councils of eternity)
the last solemn conflict should begin which was to end in the
triumphant cry, "It is finished!"

We behold, then, in the Garden of Gethsemane our blessed Lord
beginning-if I may so'speak-to foot His way to Calvary; beginning
that strenuous and awful conflict of which we would speak this
morning, at least under some of its aspects.

When they reached the Garden, He took three of them into it, leaving
eight at the gate, and to Peter, James and John, He said, ,,Tarry ye
here"-having led them into the recesses of the Garden; -,,sit ye here
while I shall pray." They thought, I doubt not, that once more they
were to gaze upon their Lord clothed in light and majesty as they were
permitted to do on the Mount of Transfiguration. They expected that
they should see the answer to the Lord's petition, ,,Father, glorify Thy
Son." But in the recesses of the Garden they, who had been permitted
to behold our blessed Lord in the brightness of His own and His
Father's glory, were destined to behold the commencement of His most
solemn humiliation. Consider the contrast! John 17:24 has it: ,,Father,
I will that they also whom Thou has given Me be with Me where I am,
that they may behold My glory." O what an asking-calmness,
certainty, majesty, blessed assurance-"Father, I will"! Compare that
verse with this describing an event which took place a very, very few
hours after those words were spoken, perhaps less than one: "He went
forward a little and fell on the ground and prayed that if it were possible
the hour might pass from Him." See the contrast! Behold the height of
the glory, and the depth! Behold the Son Eternal asking of His Father,
and expressing His will, that His eternally loved people should behold
His glory. And behold the very same Person going and falling on the
ground in the Garden and asking that if it were possible the cup might
pass from Him! A rapid passage from the extreme of joy to grief has
been known to break the golden bowl of life, and so we see that which
began to cause our blessed Lord this solemn exercise and agony ofsoul.

Now let us look a little more closely at what Gethsemane displays to
us, by speaking first of those who should have been the watchers;
secondly, the conflict; and thirdly, the great and the blessed issue that
proceeds therefrom.

There were three who were appointed to watch, and to whom the
Lord said, "Watch and pray." We know their names, the inner circle of
the disciples, Peter, James and John. Not more loved by their dear
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Redeemer than the eight at the gate, but specially seldcted by Him again
and again that, being made witnesses of some of the mosf astouniing
events of His life and ministry, they should place upon record for us
what they saw. These three, in common with tire eighi others, are not to
be regarded only as individuals, but as representing the whole church of
God, representing all the election of grace. what they saw and heard,
and what the blessed Lord of life and glory said to tirem, and did for
t!_"t, it the days of His sojourn upon earth, He says and has done for
all His dear people throughout all the ages. Therefore we shall be right
in regarding these three watchers as representing the church of God,
representing poor sinners whom our blessed Lord was redeeming at this
time by the actual accomplishment of His work.

And what of these men? They saw something of His sufferings, but
not very much. why? Alas! they slept. what apology has love to make
for weakness? It is expressed by our dear Lord, "ihe spirit indeed is
willing (or ready), but the flesh is weak." Three men with ready
spirits-to take the words of our Lord-but three men whose flesh was
weak. They had that very night passed through a most exciting
experience. They had partaken of the Lord's supper, they had heard
those wondrous words, they were conscious that somethins was
impending of which they had after all but the dimmest knowiedge.
Every nerve was strained to full tension, and when they reached that
quiet Garden, and the Lord had withdrawn from them, they began to
slumber and to sleep. The flesh was weak; their minds, their bodie-s, and
their nerves were weary but they were ready, "the spirit indeed is
I9ady"' The description which is given of the Spouse in the canticles is
identical with their experience, "I sleep, but my heart waketh". There
was a willing mind, but they could not keep continuously awake. They
had some glimpses of the sufferings of their Lord, they heard a little of
what was passing under the olive trees of the Garden. There they were,
redeemed sinners in God's purpose; there they were, forgiv"n ,inn..r,
and yet they failed and slept! Here were three men brought into this
Garden _and bidden by God, God manifest in the flesh, biddin by God's
eternal Son, clothed with a nature like their own, to watch; to watch
everything they saw, to hear-and let no syllable escape-everything
that should strike their ears. And they began to slumbei!

Do not these three disciples represent you and me, reading a narrative
like this, reading the narrative of the other gospelr, .euJing of that
great, that infinite, that eternal, that covenant soul-suffering love which
was manifested in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus christ. and
yet sittin€ in a chapel and going to sleep! Reading the word of the living
God and having no more feeling than the mere letters on the page itself!
Do we not know what it is to be in the position of the disciples,



i

I
I

I

The Gospel Mogazine

slumbering and sleeping in the face of that great, that wondrous
transaction on which the eternal salvation of their souls depended, that
event which was to result in the opening of the kingdom of heaven to all
believers, with our hearts and minds cramped up, with our nerves at full
tension through the things which are seen for a little while, and then
pass away; unable to give that heed to this great and blessed gospel
which we would fain continually hear with power?

How does our blessed Lord deal with us? What does God the Father
say in Zechariah? "I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be
scattered"-smitten, but the Shepherd still; scattered, but sheep still.
Sheep asleep! Sheep slumbering, but sheep still! A tender relationship
between the two, divine and indestructible; and our mercy is that our
slumbrous condition, whilst through it we lose much in the way of
understanding, comfort and enjoyment, makes no difference to the
everlasting relationship which exists between our Lord and His dear
people. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him; for He knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are
dust." We would be lively in the things of God; we want to be awake
and to have every spiritual faculty of our nature aroused, and that the
life of God may so flow into our souls and sway us, that we may be able
to say, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me." The disciples, seeing a
little and having glimpses, are the counterpart of ourselves and our
experience.

Next, as we look at those who would have watched, we see in the
relationship which our blessed Lord bears to them, the real humanity of
Him who is our "next of kin," "bone of our bone, and flesh of our
flesh". We see here displayed how completely our blessed Lord can, and
will, and does sympathize with us under the limitations of the flesh,
under our burdens, and that He knows that which grieves us. Are the
waters deep through which you are called to pass? They are in no way
comparable to those deep waters into which our blessed Lord was
entering in the Garden of Gethsemane. He is the same today as He was
then. Notice, in Hebrews 4, it does not say that our blessed Lord is
touched with the feeling for our infirmities, but of our infirmities,
meaning something infinitely higher. There is union; as in our bodies
the head is touched with the feeling of the infirmities of the foot; your
foot is trodden upon, and a sensation is produced in your brain; so
there is a union existing between the blessed Lord of life and glory and
every one of His members here on earth.

"The 
foot can't be crushed below,

And the Head be unconscious obove." :

It is not that our Lord actually suffers in heaven. Bless the name of
our God, His sufferings are over for ever, but He is touched with a
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sympathetic feeling with us; help, blessing, peace flow down from Him
to us. -Behold our great High priest, touched with the infirmities of
those three men who could not keep awake in the midst of such ,ot"-"
and wondrous events! Truly we have in our blessed Lord our Brother
born for these things, "a Brother born for adversity." we trave in ttre
saviour upon the throne in heaven one who weais the blessed title,"The Lamb"; who looks not at us from a distance, and without fellow-
feeling' our blessed one who has "compassion on the ignorant, and on
them that are out of the way"
. When Peter, James and John had been appointed to occupy the place
in the Garden which their Lord wilred they should stay in, ttr" iora
said, "I begin to be sore amazed., to be very L.auy; My sour is exceeding
sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye here and watch with Me." See here
an indication of the awful nature of sin! what made the soui ortn.
Lord Jesus christ sorrowful even unto death? what made ii. ,uy,"I am sore amazed and very heavy"? That must be a most awful
burden so to press upon our blessed Lord. what was it? The Father had
laid upon Him the gu_ilt of all His people. He was at this very time
bearing the sins of all His people. The load was such that the blood in
His sacred body, instead of proceeding along the channels which it
flowed in under ordinary circumstances, exude-d from the p-"r oi gi,
skin.

As I understand it, our blessed Lord from head to feet in
Gethsemane's Garden was bathed in blood. Not caused by outward
blows; not caused by any crown of thorns as was afterwardi the case;
not caused by buffetings of mortal hands, or the nails, but from head to
feet He broke out into sweat, and that sweat, was sweat of blood. And
this was God manifest in the flesh! God bearing the sins of His people!
God in the Person of His Son, Jesus christ our Lord, bearing that most
awful load. The Lord of life and glory beginning the consurimation of
that infinitely great work which was to strut trett against all rns pelpte,
and open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. o what an awrd ttring
sin must be! How terrible in the sight of God the Father! How awful for
God the Son to take upon Himself and bear, with a view of atonement
full.and free shortly to be -accomplished upon the cross! what -. yorr.
feelings with regard to sin? Do you know aught of its guilt, its buroe.r,
its vileness, its pollution? Have you been brought to vie-w sin in ttre utnt
of this Love Incarnate, which in Gethsemine's Garden began ihe
consummation of the great work of putting it away? This I know:"Lsw und terrors do but harden,

All the while they work alone:
But a sense of blood-bought pordon

Soon dissolves s heart of stone."
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For my part, when I come to !ie, I pray that I may be much taken upwith the christ of God as viewed in cettrsemane, oncalvary, and-stillwith the marks of His sin-atoning sufferings upon Him-on the throneof the glory, saying, "where I am, there ihati atso rurv ,r.uuni il..,,
- -Then, too, we view in connection with the watchers of *i*ortblessed Lord, a blessed indication of the matchress love of christ topoor lost and ruined sinners. we speak often of ttr. .ou.nantengagements of the son of God made in eternity with His r,attrei, in ttrefulfilment of which He came to suffer, bleed ahd die. Bui *t ilrt iio-that point of view our blessed Lord had entered into engag;mentswhich He was commis.sioned to perform, never lose signi JiTte'ractthat our Lord's sufferings were perfectry voluntary; uJ was a willingsacrifice. see Him in the Garden, conienting wiitr gis human 

-wil,

consenting to come under the wrath of God. lbsolut. trui*onv ilr.r"had been, and was essentiaily, between the Father unJ trt. son; u'u,'ir.r,the Son consents in Gethsemane to come under the wrath of Godbecause He was the Sin-bearer of His people. In the curJ.n, ut tt"Sacrifice' He began to be scorched with the wrath of Godton buruurvthe Sacrifice was consumed. And yet see in this matchiesslwiiring rou"of the Lord Jesus christ, the righi in which He regarded rrir-J-irJipt"r,
coming and going three_times, mingling repeated visits to those iireepoor men, with His soul-co_nsuming and atoning sufferings- io..on.mly s1y He, as Man, sought sympathy. Undoubtedly fr."jiJ, ioi r,"said, "Tarry ye here, and watcL with me"; but He tna* tta,tu-u..
that oppressed those three men, and so coming and going, rr. -ingr"alove ro them with His mighty_and atoning,un-.ingr.b r,;i" r,L-rr-in'ou,
estimation should this raise Him! and if-we are favoured ttris iroining,how near to our hearts' experience should it bring rri. *rro 

-neu",

forgets His people, who never loses sight of them ;"; i; il. ;"ir"i"r,moments of His sin-atoning sacrifice!
Secondly, look at the conflict. There was one. It is called ,.agony,, inone place. what was the conflict? with whom? of this *e ure ""eriJin, itwas not a conflict that was caused by fear of death. we are uuroiut"tyon safe ground when we attribute to our blessed Lord r.su, ct iisi *..ysinless infirmity to which human nature is liable; ano *e "r.-.q*ilvright, regarding His Manhood, in attributing to Him.ur.y uiriu.ln it,highest quality, and in its noblest pur.n"rr,-of which human nuiui. i,capable. Every sinless infirmity Ae *as tire subject or; "u.ry ui.iu.which pure and unfallen manhood is capable of is to be seen ioou, *ortglorious Lord. So, with regard to Hii Manhood, He is .,the .rri"i.rtamong ten thousand, and.the altogether lovely." But with trtut pui. unaimmaculate Manhood is joined His divine person, and behold Him inGethsemane's Garden exhibiting infinite pureness, wondrous virtue. It

I
l

I
I
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was certainly not death that He shrank from, for He had often spoken
of it with the utmost calmness. He said, ,,I am going to accomplish My
decease at Jerusalem. I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am
I straitened (cramped) until it be accomplished!"

The conflict was not specially with Satan, for though doubtless he
was never far from our Lord at this great crisis of His ministry, Satan is
said simply to "bruise His heel." But this was more than a bruising of
the heel in Gethsemane's Garden. In the Wilderness of Temptation for
forty days and forty nights, I do not read that our Lord sweat great
drops of blood. Faint and weary He was, through long conflict, and
angels came and ministered unto Him at the close. But there is no sweat
of blood in the Wilderness of Temptation as in Gethsemane's Garden.

Then, if it were not the fear of death, or the conflict with Satan, what
was it? The cup! That was the cause of His agony; that was the cause of
this soul conflict. And what was the cup full of? The wrath of God.
And what did our Lord do with regard to that cup in the Garden of
Gethsemane? He tasted it. He tasted of the wrath of God, and that cup
of the wrath of God meant this; the turning away of His Father's face
while He bore His people's sins and endured the curse. The cup was the
cup of awful woe to Him because His Father put it into His hand. It was'Abba Father' all the while. His Father put it into the hand of His
beloved Son in whom He was and is well-pleased. The cup in
Gethsemane's Garden was the same in source, in ingredients, and in
design as that which He emptied to its dregs upon the cross of Calvary.
And when our Lord tasted that cup, what was in it? Hell, hell! What is
hell? Separation, wrath, penalty, for ever. He tasted that cup, and He
who had known no sin, who was "holy, harmless, undefiled and
separate from sinners," said, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what Thou wilt." If I may
so speak-and I tremble to use any figure which would in any way mar
the solemnity of these awful realities,-our Lord in the Garden dipped
His feet into the sea of God's wrath, the raging sea of God's wrath
against sin, and the spray of that solemn sea of wrath came up to His
soul. "If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me." In other words, His
holy soul shrank from contact with the bitterness and awfulness of that
cup. It was necessarily so, because our Lord was holy, and the awful
and ponderous load of sin was laid upon Him. Our Lord was one with
the Father, and the cup was placed in His hand by His Father. Luther
puts it in a wonderful way, when he says, "In Gethsemane the Lord
Jesus Christ was looked upon by God as if He were an innumerable
multitude of sinners." That is true. Substitute, Representative in
Gethsemane and on Calvary, God looked upon Him as if He were an
innumerable multitude of sinners. "A multitude that no man can
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nurntef'-and all that was due to their sins was expressed in that cup
of suffering. Everything, everything due to our sins-if we are going to
heaven -was expressed in that cup. Hence the Apogtle paul sa-ys, ,,He
ta_sted death for every man," and the taste broughf this cry of agony and
of woe from His sacred lips. Because He was holy, everyfacutiy of His
holy soul vibrated in connection with that awful sin-aioning iacrifice
which was about to be consummated on calvary. All hell was in that
cup; infinite, eternal suffering!

But, look at the Person of our Lord, God as well as Man. and
therefore all that He was, was equal to an eternal hell which an
innumerable multitude had deserved! He began to be sore amazed, and
to be very heavy, depressed in spirit. He went away again and spake the
sam_e words, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful." No way out eicept by
swallowing up death in victory. No way out of those encompaising
sorrows excepting by the way of the cross; the recompense of God'i
justice, the fulfilment and the magnifying of God,s mosi holy law. And
the conflict was so great that His sacred blood was driven out in the
form of great drops of sweat. what it fully means I do not know. but
our blessed Lord must have been brought very, very low, for afterwards
an angel was sent from heaven to strengthen Him. what did the angel
do? It is not for us to enquire. He came to strengthen the
drooping manhood of our most blessed Lord.

Lastly, the triumph and the issue. It was a conflict, a conflict between
the human soul of our blessed Lord and His covenant engagements.
How did He triumph? By expressing this with His whole heait, ,,Not
what I will, but what Thou wilt." After these words had been
pronounced our Lord went forth and said, ,,He that betrayeth Me is at
hand." They all rose up. The noise of the assembled multitudes is
heard, and He goes forth calmly. He dreaded not death. ,,Whom seek
ye?" and when they replied, He said, ,,I am He," and they went
backward and fell to the ground! o that the Holy Spirit may lead us in
meditation throughout this day to Gethsemane's Garden: from
Gethsemane to Calvary's Cross; and from Calvary to pisgah's top,
where we shall see the promised land.

In the last verse but one of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah we have this:,"He shall see of the travail (the agony) of His soul, and shall be
satisfied." Here in Gethsemane is the travail of our Saviour's soul. ,,He
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied," and I ask vou
this, what must that be which will satisfy the Son of God, which will
satisfy the Lord Jesus Christ? He will be satisfied when He sees all His
dear people gathered safely round Him, and when He sees a poor tried
sinner brought to His feet.
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Hold fast to the gospel, though the devil may tell you you have no
interest in it; cling to it.

"The soul thot on Jesus hath leoned for repose,
He will not, he cannot, desert to its foes,"

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

A TEXT FOR MARTIN LUTHER

Five hundred years ago in 1483, a boy called Martin Luther was born
in the town of Eisleben in,Germany.

Martin grew up in a poor home. He was given a strict religious
upbringing. His father, John, would often kneel at Martin's bedside
and pray aloud, begging the Lord that Martin would remember God's
name and one day spread His truth.

Even although the family was poor, Martin was sent to school and
made good progress.

Martin was a very pious young man and keen student. At the age of
21 he entered a convent in Erfurt. While he was there he discovered a
Bible fastened by a chain. He could not take the Bible to his room, but
he was continually returning to it. He could not understand much of the
Bible, but he was very happy to study it. Sometimes he spent a whole
day meditating on one single passage, or learning parts by heart.

There is one particular text which was very precious to Martin Luther
and which spoke to him powerfully on at least three occasions in his
life. 'The just shall live by faith.'

Martin became a lecturer at Wittenberg. Part of his duty was to
lecture on the Bible every day at one o'clock in the afternoon. Both he
and his pupils enjoyed this hour very much. He started his course by
explaining the Psalms and then moved on to the Letter to the Romans.
While preparing his lessons in the quietness of his cell, he came across
the words in Romans, Chapter l, 'The just shall live by faith'. This
verse struck him very forcibly. For the just there was a different life and
this life was a gift of faith. God spoke to him at this time through this
verse and helped him to understand more of the Christian life.

Some years later Martin Luther was travelling in Italy. When he
reached Bologna he became dangerously ill. He became very depressed,
being ill so far away from his native land. He was troubled by his sin
and the prospect of God's judgement. But just when his fear was
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greatest, the words came back to his memory-.The just shail live byfaith'. These words were a greatcomfort to his mind ino *ur.-Srr-ortrv
afterwards he regained his health and strength ana continuea on nisjourney to Rome.

During Martin's stay in Rome he learned that the Romishsuperstitions were foolish. His living faith in the Lord r.ru, Ctririaione
was strengthened. Martin, through lack of knowledge continued to iakepart in some of these vain superstitions. The pope piomised a pardon toeverybody who would crimb on their knees whit was t nooun i, piLt ',
staircase. while Martin was crawling up the steps, he heard a voice inhis heart saying to him again 'The jusi shal live by iaith'. Martin -r. ,o
ps� fegt at once and fled from the place, asiramed of his ioofirnDenavlour.

- The text 'The just shall live by faith' was very important in MartinLuther's 9ryn experience. It helped him througf ;;;i-a;;*;
encouraged him in his preaching and comforted iim trrrougt oul ni,life.

But if this incident in Rome marked a turning point in Martin
l uther's life; it marked also a turning point in ttr. itrur"t,,-u tu-ing
fr.om the priest to God; a turning rrJm the pope of Rome to the Holy
Bible.

Something for you to do
Martin Luther's verse 'The just shall live by faith', is found once inthe old Testament and is quoted three times in-the New r.rtu..ni. C*you find the verses?

Habakkuk Chapter 2
Romans Chapter I
Galatians Chapter 3
Hebrews Chapter l0

Verse _
Verse _
Verse _
Verse _

"My 
th9e-p hear my voice....and they follow Me. and I give unto them

eternal life;- and they sh_all never perish, neither shall any -an piu"t
them out of my hand" John tO,21.2A.
. H*l: 1Lg fiue things to -note: (i) the Believer's Relationship_,,My

sheep" (ii) The Believer's priviiege-"hear My voice,' tifil ite
Beliver's walk "follow Me". (iv) The Believer's portion-i,iternal
Life" (v) The Believer's Security-.,never perish".
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The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

' 
The All Sufficiency of Christ. Col. 3:12-17.

"Notice how Paul addresses these Colossian Christians," elect of God,
holy, and beloved". These were the words hitherto used by God to
describe the Jews. Cod said of them, "thou art a holy people unto the
Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people
to himself, above all the people that are upon the face of the earth. The
Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were
more in number than any people-but because the Lord loved you."
Deut. 7:6,7,8. Now this very description is applied to believers. Here we
are taken right back to the source of our salvation. It had its origin with
God. so we read, "He hath chosen us in Christ before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in
love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will." Eph.
l:4,5. Here we see the divine choice before the foundation of the world.
God chose to save us, He sent his Son to redeem us, he sent the Holy
Spirit to convict of sin, to reveal Christ to us in all His saving power, to
call us to believe on Him, and to bring about our regeneration. It was all
of God. He chose us to be holy, that is to be set apart entirely for God;
to be set apart from sin, and to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit. He loved
us, oh! the amazing grace of God. We were set apart from all others to
be the bride of Christ. So here we are given this three-fold description;
elect of God, holy, and beloved. It is in the light of this that now we are
called to put on the habits that are in keeping with this description.

"Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering;
forbearing one another, and forgiving one onother, if any man have a
quorrel against ony: even as Christ forgove you, so slso do ye. And
above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness."
v. I 2-14.

In v.l0 Paul said, "You have put on the new man." At conversion
you received the new nature of a child of God; now he says, you are to
put on the habits which express the character of a child of God. We live
in a world of selfishness, trouble, and violence. We still have our old
evil nature, which would move us in the same direction; but we have the
new nature with its love to God and to man; and its desire to do God's
will, and to glorify Him. This new life must be expressed in the way we
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live. we are to develop, or put on these habits. clothe yourselves with
compassion, and kindness. we must not ignore the pain and the trouble
that is all round us; we must develop the habit of compassion; a pity
which is shown, not just in words, but in deeds of kindness. This is the
word used by our Lord when he said, ,,My yoke is easy, (that is, kind)."
It never rubs or chafes. our words and actions can so easily hurt others
and irritate them, rather than help. we are commanded to feel for
others, and respond to their troubles in such a way that they will
recognise that we understand, and really care; so that they receive from
us comfort, and help. We are to put on humility. This is the very
opposite to arrogance, and pride. It conveys the thought of stooping
down, and getting low enough to meet the need we see- It is illustrited
in christ laying aside his garments, and stooping to wash the feet of his
disciples. He set us the example in Phil 2:5-8. ,,Let this mind be in you;
which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: but made Himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man. He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."
Put on meekness. This is submission to God in all circumstances. and in
all things. A meek man is a God-controlled man. He never stands up for
himself, but leaves all in God's hands. He never retaliates by retuining
blow for blow, and evil for evil; but is gentle, and never self assertive.
As if this is not enough Paul adds to meekness, longsuffering. He
continues the thought of facing violence, and injustice, and
provocation. We are to be even-tempered, not hasty to demand justice,
patient: even as God was longsuffering in the days of Noah, giving the
evil doers ample time to repent before their sin was judged. The theme is
continued. Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another. Bearing
with unkindness, hatred, slander, robbery, and personal injury, and
even going further, forgiving the offender. We may bear with those who
treat us badly, biting our lips, rather than speak any evil in return; but
to forgive the evil doer, and wipe out all resentment, and feelings of
annoyance; this is no earthly virtue; it is obviously from heaven. We are
to forgive, not once, nor even seven times, but seventy times seven, even
as Christ has forgiven us. What a standard, but this is the command of
our Lord. Above all these things put on love, which binds them
all together in perfect unity.

Love is the girdle which keeps all these habits, or garments in their
right place. What would compassion be without love?

It would be nothing more than an empty pretence; and humility
without love would be more like grovelling. Meekness, forbearance and
longsuffering without love would make us just poor spiritJess
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creatures. Love is to be the cause, and the very essence which is
expressed in them all."And let the peoce of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye
are colled in one body; and be ye thankful." v.15.

Many versions have, let the peace of christ rule in your hearts. This
takes us to the upper room where the disciples were in such tumult as
christ spoke of his coming betrayal, and how peter would deny him. It
was then that he said to them; ,,peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you, not as the world giveth give I unto you; let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid." Jn. 14:27. The peace of ch.ist *as
surely the peace which possessed his own heart when the mob came to
take him, and when he stood before the high priest, and before pilate,
and even when he hung on the cross. paul says, let the peace of God
arbitrate continually in your hearts. If this peace is disturbed by
anything that comes into our lives, we must recognise that there is
something wrong, and we do well to come immediately to christ, and
ask him to set us right. This peace is to us, what the baiometer is to the
sailor. If it sinks we can be sure that a storm is threatening, and we musr
flee to christ without delay. we are called to peace. It iito this end we
have been united together in one body-the church. A divided church is
no true church. what could we say of the hand that refuses to be euided
by the eye, or the foot that refuses to carry the heavy body? fre are
called to peace, let us beware of anything that causes division. Be ye
thankful. when we consider all that christ has done for us, it is a great
rebuke that we need this command; yet we only need to consideiour
prayers for a minute to see how much more ready we are to ask for
blessings, than we are to give thanks, and offer piaise. This is an all
important item of our spiritual clothing. we should be recognised as a
praising,and a thankful people. "whoso offereth praise glorifieth me.',
Ps. 50:23. We are commanded to enter into His gates with
thanksgiving. To withhold thanksgiving is sin."Let the word of Christ dwell in you richty in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one snother in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." v.16.

The word of Christ is not to be limited to the word spoken by the
Lord Jesus. It includes the whole word of God for christ is one God
with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

It is the word of Christ, for he is the grand subject of it all. We are
commanded, not just to read it, or listen to it; but we are to give it a
permanent place in our hearts. we are to treasure it, and store it in the
memory so that it is available to comfort, strengthen, guide, and correct
ourselves, and others as need arises. It must be given the place of
authority, that it may rule our thinking, and all we do. we arelo teach
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and admonish one another. No doubt this applies to our times of
worship; but does it not suggest that the word of God should be the
subject of our conversation, if it dwells in our hearts. our Lord said"from the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh." A willingness
to receive admonition from others is one of the marks of meekness. we
are to sing psalms, these might well be the psalms of David; hymns,
would be hymns sung in praise to God and to Christ; spiritual songs
may well set forth doctrinal teaching, rejoicing, ind possibly
admonition. This kind of singing should characterise the child br coo.
We owe God so much, and communion with him is so sweet that we
ought to be known as those who are often singing; but it must be with
grace in our hearts if it is to be of any real value."And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do alt in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him." v.17.

In ch. l:2 Paul addressed this letter to the saints and faithful brethren
at Colosse. Who were they? They were Jews, Greeks Scythians,
barbarians, slaves, and masters. Christ had made them all holy, and he
had broken down all the barriers of race, of religion, of culture, and of
class, they were all brethren. Now here christ removes the barrier
between the sacred and the secular. All that we do is to be done in the
Name of the Lord Jesus. It is to be done at the bidding of Christ, under
his direction, and for his glory. Thus the work of every day is to be as
g1cr9d as our worship. We are priests of the Lord, the workshop, the
kitchen, the barrack room, the sick room, these are to be his temples,
and all our activities are to be lifted into the realm of worship. I
remember two little girls who taught me their grace before
meals:- "Whatever we eat, Whatever we drink, Whatever we do,
whatever we think, Whatever we speak, in every word, May we do all
thy glory oh Lord." This is the idea set before us here. The ordinary,
commonplace things of life are lifted, through Christ into the realm
9{ qacred service, and worship. Every part of our lives should be saying,
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord our Saviour.

You must not expect the wind to be at your back all the way to heaven.
_ W. Tiptaft.
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An Encouraging Promise
"Thy shoes sholl be iron and brass; and os thy days, so shott thy
strength be. " (Deuteronomy 33:25.)

We have here both an encouragement and a tonic to help us along
life's way. The chapter speaks of the blessings bestowed on th; tsraelitei
by Moses before his death. It is interesting to compare this chaper with
Genesis 49, which records Jacob's blessing on his sons, and to note the
points of similarity and the points of difference. our text says we are:
l. ON A JOURNEY Shoes are for walking, for journeying. The idea of
the christian life as a journey has been deeply impressed on our minds
by Bunyan's "Pilgrim''s Progress". pilgrim journeyed from the city of
destruction to the celestial city. Bunyan has clearly depicted for ui the
various stages and experiences of life.
, The christian life is indeed a journey which begins on earth and ends
in heaven. It begins at conversion and, as far as thi first stage goes, ends
either at death or at the return of Christ.

In the New Testament this idea of the christian life being a journey is
clearly taught. christians are spoken of as "pilgrims and strangers on
the earth"-here they have no abiding city, they seek one thit is to
come. The apostle Peter, in one of his urgent appeals to his readers,
addresses them "as strangers and pilgrims..." So we rightly sing in one
of our hymns "Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrimihrough this
barren land. I am weak, but Thou art mighty, hold me wittr tny
powerful hand". Of ourselves, we are inadequate for life,s journey_we
need the help of omnipotence.
2. THE WAY IS ROUGH The tribe of Asher, to whom this promise
was given, had rocky mountain roads to negotiate. Leather shoei would
have been virtually useless and would quickly have worn out. God most
graciously provided shoes made of iron and brass.

We, too, are travelling on a very rough and uncertain road. No
preacher need labour this fact, for it is self-evident. If, however, God
sends us on stony paths He will provide us with strong shoes. He will
not send us on a journey for which He does not equip us.

.T,ife's journey can be a very rough one, we are constantly beset by
trials of one kind or another. God has never promised that it would be
otherwise. The Psalmist discovered that "miny are the afflictions of
the righteous". Our Lord warned His disciples ,,in the world ye shall
have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world',.

If you are experiencing the roughness of the way don't lose
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heart-"it is ihe way the Master went; should not the servant tread it
still? "

3. ONE STEP AT A TIME. Our text speaks of living a day at a
time-"as thy days..." It is merciful providence that we live only one
day at a time. If we knew all that is in store for us the burden would be
insupportable-we should crack under the strain. Immense fears would
beset us and we should be overcome with apprehension. We are taught
to pray "give us this day our daily bread" and to trust God with
tomorrow. Grace, too, will be dispensed to us only on a daily basis.

On life's rough way we have to learn to go a step at a time. We travel
under sealed orders but we have nothing to be afraid of. We must not
try and peer into the veiled and distant future; we must endeavour to do
what the Lord exhorts us to do-"take no thought for the morrow".
He bids us not to be anxious but to exercise faith. It is possible to leave
tomorrow in His hands with a quiet heart.

If at present life is especially rough for you, remember that life is very
much like a journey and that if you keep going the scenery is sure to
change.

We note finally,
4. A WELL-GUARANTEED PROMISE. It is good to remind
ourselves that not one word of God can fail. Here He has promised to
give strength to match each and every demand that is made upon us. He
undertakes to give strength in proportion to our work. He does not deal
out His gifts sparsely-He gives more than we can ask or think. The
apostle Paul rested on a promise that met his urgent need-"My grace
is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness".

How wonderful is the Lord's promise. We shall do well to lay hold of
it and claim it for ourselves. Only those who wait upon the Lord renew
their strength. Of ourselves we are quite inadequate for the demands
and pressure of life today, but we can prove that "our sufficiency is of
God".

2r 
"He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greatere .1

He sendeth more strength when the labours increase.' To added affliction He addeth more mercy,
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace."

M.H.

*

I
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The glory of God's Son ,,,'
R. E. H. UPRICHARD

The glory of Godis supremely reveared in the New Testament in theLord Jesus chrisr, G-gg'r son. the ciit*'oox.qtakes over much ofthe meaning of the Hebre* xenoo. iie epitomises God,s fulness inbodily form. This elory is upp*.nt inn,uny ways. It is evident in eventslike the birth, thJ uip-t-irtil?,i;;,^ttfigt"."rion, the death and theresurrection of christ-with their attendani supernaturar phenomena. Itoutcrops in our Lord's miracles and in His control over demons. Hehimself rerates it to the trou. or trrs o.",tr ir His great high-priestlypraver to His Father (Jn. l7). There are i *uyr, in pi.iicuiai'iri*t i.r,the New Testament w-riters air.tor-ttr. grory or God's Son, which areboth helpful and imponant.

The glory of God's Son coming to us
This is the emphasis of Joh-n in his gosper introduction (r:14-r8).Here' Jesus is described as the word, ,iJwo.o who was eternar. whowas in closest possibre rerationship to ttre patt er, *r,o *"riir. "!J", "rcreation' This word becomes n.tt a"J ro comes to us. In this coming,His glory ABIDES (v.14)-He "tiueo-roi i while among us,, literaty,dwelt or tabernacred with us, so rhuiiil;;ostres saw *iir.rouiiniringgaze the grory of God's Son. In this comin!, His grory is coMpLETE(v.14). He came from the Father in ilt. pGnTrude of grace and rruth. Heexhibits totally God's condescension-an-J-.p..rr", to full extent notonly God's veracitv but His covenant iuiiriutn.rr. In this coming. Hisgrorv is coNrRAsrso wiirr rvro;;;6.;j':;ii" ru*'*itr, il"i-o:ii*,impossible demands is compared wiih Christ,s enabling andempowering grace and truth. In this "o_inl,-"iri, g^r^Jr?'i"un u.RECEIVED and thatjnab-u1_dan9e, rn..tirU our need (v.16).

. In Jesus, God's glory has come to us and has come in such a way asto remain for our scrutiny,^so full as to completely i;il;h;'i.;n#, ,ogracious-as to be capable of reception. fhe !'lory of God, the summa ofHis attributes is communicable io us tfrrou-gi Jesus His Son.
The glory of God's Son speaking to us l

This is the way the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews encapsurateschrist's glory as he opens his retter. l.tut 
-crtritt 

ir ttr. giorv ircoaspeaking to us. The FINALIT' of thai,p."Lirg is stressed (l: 1,2). TheAUTHORITy of that.speaking i, .q;;fry;ar. It is the word of Hisson, the ultimate inheritbr or uir ttritigr, iir. l.iginuto, "i.i."ri#. ir,.
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preserver of that creation, the effective redeemer of God's people from
among that creation, the very reflection of the God Himself . (l:2,3).
The SUPERIORITY of the speaking is implicit, a voice supreme over
angels, prophets, Moses, priests and high-priest, the Son's final single
word.

Jesus Christ is God's glory speaking to us, God's last clear
authoritative word. As we contemplate Christ's teaching, face the
challenge of His words, encounter His personal claims, and listen to
principles of his philosophy, we are hearing the final climax of all that
God is saying to us. with that reverence should we seek to understand
and with what ready obedience heed and submit to all He requires of us.

The glory of God's Son saving us
Paul indicates this as he writes to the Corinthians (2 Cor 4: 3-6): Jesus

christ is God's glory saving us. He is the image of God. His face reflects
the glory of God. The face of God was one of the ways in which the Old
Testament writers portrayed God's glory, This is evident in Jesus
himself and in the good news he brings. He and the good news have
dynamic affects: Christ's glory in saving us ILLUMINES our minds.
The minds of unbelievers are veiled and blinded by Satan (v. 4). The
gospel of Jesus Christ brings knowledge which banishes this ignorance.
More, Christ's glory in saving us RECREATES our inner being. Just as
God through His Son created light within the physical realm in the
beginning, so God through His Son creates light within the spiritual
realm, thus bestowing his glory upon us (v.6).

In Christ, God's glory comes to us graciously, speaks to us,
authoritatively, and saves us creatively. There is no higher nor grander
manifestation of God's glory than that in Jesus Christ, and the glory of
it is that it becomes ours, it is "communicable" to us. We. who have
experienced God's glory should go to a world blinded by the god of this
age, should so pray, witness and present Christ to them that they will
come to know God's glory in Christ too.

The Editor gratefully acknowledges the gift of bound volumes of the
Gospel Magazine for 1878 and 1897-postal mark Oxenhope, Keighley,
West }',rrkshire 6th December 1982.
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I and 2 Peter, Alexander Nisbet, Geneva series of commentaries, firstpublished 165E, Banner of Truth, Edinburgh, 19g2. f5.95p.h/i.
I suppose many would be chary of investing too much in reprints of

seventeenth century commentaries. Too wordy, irrelevant in;
application, dated because of social and cultural background, moreprone to doctrinal controversy than expository light, lacking in the
benefits of modern _ research discoviry ano 

_"riiica 
.i.g"ti"ut

method-there are probably some of the uiual reactions in our riinds.
Yet, when no lesser a mortal than c. H. spurgeon says of Alexander
Nisbet's work on r and 2 perer: "a judi;io;s and graci; Scotch
commentary, after the style of Dickson and Hutcheson", we tend to
revise our view and at least look at the book.
. As a commentary, it is leither lengthy nor verbose. It first appeared
in a series of "short plain and pra-tical expositions upon the whole
Bible" .inspired by David Dickson and it trury eiemplifies this
description. It evinces a- clear background of reformed theology, which
neither obtrudes nor forces scripture into its mould, but 

"iather 
is

relevantly related to the text. christ as Mediator, the Tiinity, the ioly
Spirit, Covenant, Election, perseverance, Assurance and Stripture all
appear as they occur in the epistles, are well treated in contexiand are
admirably related to other relevant scripture, There is a fine balance
between the exemplarist and expiatory ispects of the atonement in I
Peter, which is judiciously expressed and will catches the atmosphere of
the letter.

. Frory a practical point of view the commentary is easy to use. There
is a well-structured summary of the argument atihe beginning oleach
epistle and of each chapter, which is alluded to throughout. AplHcation
is set out under numerical headings and at times distinguished from
doctrine. The actual exposition is clear, terse and easily followed. All of
this means that we avoid laborious hunting through pages and pages to
find a reference or to gauge the gist of the argument.

Application is plentiful, practical and clearly expressed. It is neither
seriously dated nor irrelevant. The reader is constantly reminded of the
background of persecution and the application is helpfully directed
again and again to the consolation of the believer. Thi treatment of
passages dealing with relationships within the home and at work reflecrs
accurately the tenor of the text and is unharmed by the social melieu of
the time. with instructive allusions to other uiuticat examples the
practical stress on personal godliness and on assurance of silvation
makes it truly a useful devotional commentary.
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It might lack modern theories of a baptismal homily, extended
discussion on the authorship of 2 Peter or the relationship of the letter
to Jude and may appear to some to pass over too cursorily the crux
interpretum of Christ's preaching to the spirits in prison. It more than
makes up for this in the forthright manner, in which it gives the sense of
the text and frequently indulges in inspiring and graphic studies of
words in the original language. It is particularly helpful to those in the
ministry as there are frequent allusions to that work within its compass.
It is not light "bed-time" reading but neither does it presuppose
technical theological knowledge beyond the interested thinking
Christian's ken. With its stimulating well-applied exegesis, giving
adequately the sense of the text, it is a good working commentary
especially helpful in fostering the growth and development of Christian
faith and experience.

R.E.H.U.

Concerning the Eternal Predestination of God, John Calvin,
James Clarke & Co., 191 pp. pbk, f,5.95.

This is a reprint of the translation of Calvin's most sustained work on
predestination which was prepared in 196l by Professor J. K. S. Reid
who also provides a lengthy introduction.

Historically, the work was written in conscious opposition to the
views of Albertus Pighius and Georgius and Sicilian. Had not these men
troubled the Church with their heresies Calvin would have been content
to allow the 'Institutes' to testify to his teaching on this subject: "The

Institutes testify fully and abundantly to what I think even should I add
nothing besides".

Experientially, Calvin regarded the doctrine as of the greatest
practical importance. Far from being the "subtle and obscure
speculation" which wearies the mind to no profit, as its opponents
judged, Calvin found it a "solid argument excellently fitted to the use
of the godly." What, then, are some of the practical benefits to be
derived from the doctrine of predestination? Calvin would answer that
predestination "builds up faith soundly, trains us to humility, elevates
us to admiration of the immense goodness of God towards us and
excites us to praise this goodness."

Theologically, this volume bears the hall-mark of Calvin's
subordination to the biblical text and has those qualities which earned
for him the title "the Theologian"-a title applied by Melanchthon and
assented to by all who were not blinded by their theological prejudices.

I
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Calvin corhmences hiS work by outlining the theses propounded by
his opponents and then advances what he considers tobe-the biblical
doctrine. He adduces support from the teaching of paul and the
writings of Augustine before dealing at some length with the witness of
Scripture in general. Here his appeal is made to peter and paul. to
Isaiah and John and to the biblical idea of the Covenant.

Having laid the biblical foundation, calvin now turns his attention to
the arguments of Pighius. The 'proofs' advanced by his opponent are
thoroughly examined and refuted and it is interesting to noie in passing
that the reasons given by Pighius for his rejection of predestination are
much the same as those advanced by present-day Arminians and semi-
pelagians. Indeed, the same is true in the succeeding section where
Calvin deals with the doctrinal stance of Georgius.

Once again, we have the patient sifting of his opponent's evidence by
Calvin, its subjection to measurement against the Word of God and its
refutation. In his work against Pighius and Georgius, Calvin expounds
those texts which, superficially, appear to deny the doctrine of
predestination. He also is constrained to embrace within his teaching
those other doctrines which impinge upon election and reprobation.
Thus such fundamental themes as propitiation and atonement, faith
and perseverance find a place in the Reformer's exposition.

The work is then concluded with a masterly treatment of the biblical
doctrine of Providence. Its definition, application and object, how it
should be preached and what its preaching achieves all find a place here.
The relation of God to evil. His nature and will, His reasons, precepts
and permission are alike examined in the light of God's Word, and it is
worthy of note that in this volume appeal is made to some 270 biblical
texts.

From a literary point of view, Calvin's crispness of style, precision of
language and use of satire are all present. Reid thinks the work would
have been clearer and less demanding had not Calvin sometimes
retraced his steps to deal with objections but the insertion of numbered
sections with appropriate headings makes the reader,s task somewhat
easier.

This is a justly celebrated work and merits careful study by those who
are concerned to consult the original and not to rely on second-hand
information about Calvin's doctrine of predestination.

By way of contrast, the introduction by Professor Reid, a Barthran
scholar, provides a discordant note. Its length is out ofall proportion to
its helpfulness. The professor concludes his essay by noting what are, in
his opinion, three inadequacies in Calvin's treatment of the doctrine.
These concern the vindication of God's justice, the parity of relation
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between'God on the bn6 hand'=and the ttocti-ineS'of?ectidn antl
reprobation on the other and, finally, the Christological question of the
place of Christ in the framing of the decrees.

The most that can be said for Professor Reid,s introduction is that he
is candid enough to admit his differences with Calvin and does not, as
many Barthians do, tell us that the Barthian version is what Calvin
really meant. As far as this reviewer is concerned, the original
Reformation doctrine as expounded by Calvin is much preferred.

R.R.

The Papal Visit weighed and found wanting, J. E. North, Focus
Publications (Sussex), 28 pp, 70p + l5p postage.

"It is our belief" (writes Mr. North) ,,that this visit was not a
pastoral visit" (as it was claimed) ',but a thinly disguised visit with
ulterior motives". As an indication the author refers to the sudden
upgrading of diplomatic relations between the United Kingdom and the
Vatican. He says: "This of course paved the way for one head of state
(i.e. the Pope, as head of the Vatican City State) to make a courtesy call
on another head of State (Her Majesty the eueen),'. In this way
(without reference to the British people or their parliamentary
representative) was achieved a "complete breach of the Act of
Settlement".

In addition to the political nature of the pope's visit, was his
publicising of Rome's teaching on her seven (so-called) sacraments,
beginning with Baptism at Westminster Cathedral. The author deals
adequately with each in turn, saying of the first: "Clearly the Church of
Rome and the Pope teach Baptismal Regeneration...that a person is
justified by water baptism. This teaching denigrates the person of Jesus
Christ in his sacrificial death on Calvary...It is only the blood of Jesus
Christ, God's Son, which cleanseth from all sin (l Jn. l:7) both actual
and inherent". (p.6).

Mr. North concludes this important survey of Rome's false teaching
by stating: "Rome is unchanged. She still continues the same lies and
unscriptural dogmas and doctrines, the denial of which caused our
protestant forebears to be burnt at the stake. She insists that her priests
have power to bring Almighty God down on to her altars and to
sacrifice again our Lord Jesus Christ upon her altar. Such arrogance is
far, far removed from the simple teaching of the New Testament
concerning the Lord's Supper." It is "A simple feast of celebration,
remembering the Lord's death...." (p.10).

c.c.J.B.



90 The Gospel Magazine

Too SOon'To lXe,'David Potter, Evangelical press, paperback, 12E
pp, f,2.25.

The subject of this booklet is Euthanasia or .,Mercy Killing" as some
would call it. The issues involved are deeper and more far-reaching than
is generally realised. The author deals very thoroughly with his subject
presenting the arguments for or against very fairly and in a most
readable manner.

His aim is to counter the arguments of those who favour Euthanasia
by subjecting these same arguments to the touchstone of Biblical
teaching and thus reveal them as fallacies. The christian beliefis that life
is to be valued as a gift of God and that it is in the hands of God to take
life and not man.

Euthanasia has an influential lobby which unceasingly presents its
sentimental and powerfql arguments. There exists therefore a
possibility that it could be legalised in the same unthinking manner that
characterised the abortion legislation.

This book is a timely publication that merits serious study by anyone
wishing to be informed on the subject.

R.J.L.S.

Fair Sunshine, Jock Purves, 2(}6 pp, Paperback, fZ.4S, Banner of
Truth Trust.

This book has as its sub-title "Character Studies of the Scottish
Covenanters" and contains twelve essays on the Scottish martyrs. Here
one can read of such contenders for the faith as James Guthrie. Richard
Cameron, Donald Cargill and the Two Margarets. The reviewer was
delighted to receive this book containing as it does a mine of
information on a neglected period of history. The record of these brave
men and women will act as a challenge to us who live in more tranquil
days.

In addition to the twelve essays there is a most informative chapter by
Mr. S. M. Houghton giving an outline of Scottish Covenant history
during the lTth century. There is also a chronological summary giving
the most important dates from 1560-1688.

The author says of the Covenanters that "they had inscribed on some
of their banners what they believed and that for which they nobly lived
and died 'for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.'There
is a high and holy confession of faith in these words. And they are
certainly apt for our own day".

This is a most profitable book and is warmly commended. 
M.H.
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Discussions of R. L. Dabney, Vol3. Banner of Truth Trust, Pp 493,
f5.95.

Dr Dabney's is the largest and most detailed of all the single volume
Systematic theologies, and his three volumes of Discussions, are
similarly outstanding examinations of Evangelical, Theological, Moral,
and Practical problems that arise.

This volume includes: Theories of Rights; Religious Excitements;
Civil Ethics; Morality and the Legal Profession; Influence of False
Philosophies; the State School System; and many others. We have
space only to mention two which are outstanding, and appear to be as
topical as they were when they were first written. The first is the
Immortality of the Soul. Dr Dabney begins by stating that the christian
has in the Bible a clear statement of this truth. But for those not
acknowledging the authority of Scripture he outlines the subsidiary
arguments:- The Force of universal beliefs; The properties of the Ego;
Arguments linked with the existence of a Personal God; Man's Moral
Faculties; Inequality of deserts in this life; and others. "The scientific
materialist is not sacrificing on the altar of pure science, but is deceived
into offering sacrifice to an intellectual idol.r'

In "the Attractions of Popery" he makes a powerful indictment of
"our decadent, half corrupted Protestantism", which by imbibing the
spirit of the world, betrays the principles of the Gospel, and prepares
the minds of the population for receiving the doctrines of Rome. There
are six principles that protestantism has betrayed, and six more
principles of human nature, expressed also in religion, which give
currency to popery. Though written in America a century ago, these
most enlightening passages might have been written about to-days
Britain, and should be read by all Church leaders.

Uniform with these volumes is "The Life and Letters of R. L.
Dabney". He is called "a most remarkable man"; A. A. Hodge called
him, "the best teacher of theology in the United States, if not in the
world"; and during his war service General Jackson said he was "the

most efficient officer he knew". We have few writers to-day to equal his
depth, breadth, learning and faithfulness to the Word of God.

w.J.P.
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