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Editorial
The Bible has a great deal to say on the subject of l istening and

hearing. The Apostle James, for instance, says "be swift to hear and
slow to speak" (James l :19) .

There are, of course, dangers to guard against in hearing. Think of
the sin and misery brought into the world by l istening to what should
never have been listened to! Eve listened to the devil: Rehoboam
listened to the vain young men with whom he had surrounded himself
and the result was that his kingdom was torn asunder.

It is even possible to hearken to what God says and yet to l isten
amiss. Pharoah listened to God by Moses but he hardened his heart.
Herod listened to John the Baptist but to no avail.

In Mark 4:24 the Lord Jesus Christ says "take heed what ye hear".
Hearing is one of the principal avenues through which grace is conveyed
to the soul-"faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of
God"  (Romans  l 0 :  l 7 ) .

Then in Luke 8:18 we are cautioned "take heed howye hear". This
has reference to our attitude to the ministry of the Word. It is not
enough to attend church and hear sermons; something more is required.
We should hear with faith-the Word did not profit the Jews "not

being mixed with faith in them that heard it" (Hebrews 4;2)
Furthermore, we should hear with reverence. Are we not sometimes
guilty of rushing into God's presence without recollecting His majesty
and sovereignty? The true attitude for us to take in the presence of the
divine revelation is that of a humble l istener. Let us make the familiar
hymn our prayer:

"O give me Samuel's ear,
The open ear, O Lord,
Al ive and quick to hear  each whisper  of  thy Word. . . . "
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Jehoshaphat's Prayer
2 CHRONICLES 20.

In our last issue rve thou_eht together on the prayer of Asa (2
Chronicles l4;l l). We turn no\\ 'to another outstanding prayer recorded
in the Old Testament-that of Jehosphaphat. This undoubtedly is one
of the great prayers of the Bible and according to some commentators is
worthy to stand alongside those of Moses (Exodus 32); Nehemiah
(chapter 1) and Daniel (chapter 9).

Background
Jehoshaphat l ike Asa was in dire straits. He was confronted by a

formidable combination of neighbouring nations led by Moab and
Ammon-the ancestral enemies of Israel. Jehoshaphat was overcome
with fear when he realised that the heavy war cloud was about to burst
upon h is  l i t t le  k ingdom.

His first act was to muster the nation-not as a militan' force-but as
suppl iants to seek the Lord "Jehoshaphat  feared and set  h imsel i  Io  seek
the Lord and procla imed a fast  throu_shout  a l l  Judah" ( rcrsc.  -1) .  The
enem! '  \ \ 'ere encamped almost  r r i th in s t r ik ing d is tance of  -T! - ru\a lcm. I t
seemed a t ime for  f ight ing and nor  for  praver .  Thc k in. -q.  hoscrc ' r .  ca l led
fOr a t imC Of nat ional  pra\ r - r  and thr-  rc \pon(L-  \ \A\  o\ t rNhr- . ln t ing
" . l udah  ga the red  the rnse l re \  r oce th r - r  r r r  a . k  h r - l n  o t ' r hc  I  o rd  c \ cn  ou t
of  a l l  the c i t rcs of  . ludah thc. r  .antc r ( r  . r - r -k  thc l . t r r t l  

" .  \ \  e  recal l  those
na t i ona l  da rs  o f  n rave r  hc ' l c l  a t  J i i t ' c r cn t  t i n te .  JL t r rng  rhc  I 9 -19 - -1 - l  na r
uhen  r i c  as  a  na t i o r - r  t oo  \ \ ! ' r c  i n  J i r r . . : r e i t . .  T r r . l a r  $ i 1q .11  .11111g  g ;3 rg
C f i \ i .  O ! ! U f .  a r l J  l l t r ' \ U r ! ( ' \ l l \ \ l t  . .  r 1 t . r J r . , :  . 1  I t . r : . , ' t t . r . , i . t r  ( ) l  I . r . l \ C r
the re  i s  a  t o ta l  un$ i l l i nsnc . .  r r n  t i t r  f i i i l - l  L r l  i h i , . c : r ' r  i t t g i t  l l acc ,  11 r  j . , 11g
such a cal l .  \ \ 'hc 'n . le l torh3pf131 nt . t . - t t .  l r r .  r fpr .a l  lor  [ r ra\c-r  thcrc r ia .  a
to ta l  r esponse  "and  a l l  . l L r Jah , l p1 r . l  f g fqy l - s .  r hc .  Lo rd  * i t h  t he i r  l t t t l e
ones ,  t he i r  u i r e .  and  thc i r  ch i l t i r cn "  \ r . r se  l _1  .  Th i s  mus t  ha \ ,e  been  one
of  the larger t  pra lcr  nt r .c t tng\  o l  a l i  r imel  \ \ 'h f  is  that  today the prayer
meet ing ha:  t t :ua l l r  thr '  :mal les l  at tendance of  a l l  the meet ings on the
ehureh pro.eramme' . )  The prayer  meet ing needs to be g iven pr ior i r r  in
thc l i fc  of  thc local  church i f  we are to see God's hand noured out  in
b less ing .

\ \ 'hat  a remarkable prayer  i t  was that  Jehoshaphat  prayedl  \ r r t r , r .
hou he p leads wi th God and reverent ly  reminds Him of  thc r . , :  , : .
t imes and circumstances in which He had manifested His pou..r. ,,
pleads with God to intervene in their present emer-senc).



The Gospel Magazine 5l

A great admission
"We have no might...neither know we what to do: but our eyes are

ttpon thee".
Though Jehoshaphat was king he confessed both to his impotence

rrnd i-enorance. How wonderful though is the next statement "but our
r'\ 'BS ?re upon thee". In the crisis the king had eyes only for the Lord.
Iehoshaphat deliberately put the whole situation into God's hands and
tliscovered when he had done that that God graciously undertook for
h i m .

Jehoshaphat's prayer is based on God's revelation of Himself and he
begins with the adoration of Cod and the acknowledgement of His
divine powel-('Q Lord God of our fathers, art Thou not God in
heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen and in
thine hand is there not power and might so that none is able to
rvithstand thee?". The early church prayed in similar fashion when
confronted by the persecuting Jewish council "Lord thou art God,
rvhich hast made heaven and earth and the sea and all that in them
is. . . . "  Acts 4:24.  The One to whom we pray is  none other  than the
Sovereign Lord "who sits on no precarious throne, nor borrows leave
to be".

Jehoshaphat went on to appeal to God's faithfulness in the past "art

not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of the land
before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend
for ever" verse 7. God is indeed the faithful Cod who keeps covenant
and mercy with His people. He is always faithful and never fickle.

Jehoshaphat with a burst of agony tells of Judah's desperate plight,
outnumbered as they were with the invaders and brought to their last
shifts-"we have no might against this great company, neither know we
what to do". The very depth of despair brings them to the height of
trust, for he proceeds "but our eyes are upon thee". The Apostle Paul
could say in one of his paradoxes "when I am weak then am I strong".

Ourselves

There are times in the l ives of each of us when we feel totally
inadequate for the duties and demands of daily l i fe, when sorrows like
sea bil lows roll. There are moments in every l ife when our false security
is broken and when we are at our wit 's end. Such crises reveal our utter
helplessness, then as never before we have to say with Jehoshaphat "we

have no might neither know we what to do" and how great if we are
able to continue and say "but our eyes are upon thee". Sometimes we
have to be brought to the end of ourselves before we really wil l look
upwards. Our props have to be struck away before we wil l really cling
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to  God.  There must  be d is t rust  of  se l f  and grr ;  - :  : l t . . re
must  be the at t i tude of  dependency 'and €\ fC, i . r :  - .  . ; .  r . i l l r
l i f t  our  eyes to God unt i l  we have turned thent  t rn t , . . i . , . ,  -  . :  . -  . - .  ' : . i r

t he re  i s  no th ing  on  wh ich  to  l ean .  When  c i r cun t . i u i - . - : .  : - , - . i  , . r '

he lp lessness we need Jehoshaphat 's  refuge-"but  our  c \ i .  r : :  . : ' ,  ,
thee".

A remarkable answer

Cod sent a message of encouragement by Jahaziel one of rhe
Levites-no sword was to be drawn nor blow struck-they were to
stand sti l l  and see the salvation of the Lord. They were assured that the
battle was not theirs but God's. The message put new heart into the
people of God. Is there not a message here for us today? If our eyes are
trul, '- '  upon God we can rest in the fact that He wil l appear for us and
that the battle is the Lord's. In quietness and confidence shall be our
i t rength-"bel ieve in  the Lord your  God,  so shal l  ye be establ ished"
.' erse 20.

" l l 'e  have no might . . . . .  "  This  is  the c l imax of  Jehoshaphat 's  prayer
and as the erent  pro"ed i t  uas the most  pow'er fu l  weapon that  could
hare been emploved.  Thc chapter  proceeds to record the story of  a
campargn in r lh ich no srrord *as drau 'n.  Panic la id hold on the enemy
with the resul t  that  they turned thei r  swords against  each other .  By the
t ime Judah arr r red on the l ie ld a l l  \ \ 'as over ,  a l l  they had to do was to
col lect  the spoiJ.  \ \ 'e  l requent l r  dread some impending bat t le f ie ld and
when  we  reach  i t .  Judah ' s  su rp r i se  i s  r cpea ted - "beho ld  t he l ' ue re  dead
bod ies  l a l l en  t o  t he  ea r th "  re rsc  2 -1 .

' I 'hanksgi r  
ing

On  the  l ou r th  da r  t hc  pcop l c  o i  Judah  assemb led  i n  t he  ra l l e l ' o f
Berachah and there they 'b lessed the Lord,  verse 26.  They d idn ' t  forget
to acknow' ledge God's goodness in  grant ing them such a s ignal
deliverance. They returned thanks for a victory which had been secured
wi thout  a b low being st ruck.  So many pray in  t ime of  ext remi ty  and
when it is past forget to give thanks to God for His gracious
intervent ion.

Jehoshaphat's tribulations ended in the valley of blessing-Berachah
means b less ing.  I f  we in our  t r ia ls  appeal  to  Cod wi th rhe
acknowledgement of  our  impotence and look to Him in fa i th  ue roo
shal l  acknowledge that  we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us.

\ t  H .



"There shall be no
there. t t

Revelation 22:5

JAMES A. TALLACH

The darkness of the night has gone never to return; the brightness of
Eternal Day has come, a day on which the shades of evening shall never
fall. How unspeakably glorious the City! How cheering the prospect! A
prospect sure to all the redeemed, for the nations of them that are saved
shall walk in the l ight of it. Canst thou claim part in this, my soul?

The city hath no need of the sun to shine in it. In the spiritual
firmament of the Kingdom of God on earth the Bible reigns as the Sun.
Long hath it shed its triumphant rays around, dispelling the darkness of
this world's error, ignorance and unbelief. Many a weary pilgrim,
passing on through the wilderness, has blessed God for that sure Word
of Prophecy, which became a "Lamp to his feet and a light to his
path," guiding him with unerring certainty to the gates of the New
Jerusalem. But now, the city hath no need of the sun, for there shall be
no night there. What need is there of the Word of Truth where He who
is the living embodiment of all truth hath His dwelling place? His
presence fills the city with light' "and there shall be no night there; for
the glory of God and the Lamb shall be in it."

Neither hath the city need of the moon to shine in it. Is not the
Church clear as the moon? Is not her light the reflected glory of the Sun
of Righteousness? The world has never been without the witness of the
faithful remnant. At one time they w€x great, as the moon does, but,
alas! at another they wane and are hardly seen; at one time Pentecost
with its overflowing blessings, at another Jeremiah, weeping alone; but
always, even in the darkest days, a remnant according to the election of
grace.

But now, their work is done, they have finished their course; they
have kept the faith; they have received their crowns. The dark night of
persecution, tribulation and trial has gone; the need for witness no
longer arises, for there is no night there, and the city hath no need for
the moon. Her light is the glory of God-unreflected, immediate and
direct-and the glory of the Lamb.

"There shall be no night there." Day has triumphed over night, l ight
over darkness. Light pervades the city, and oh, such light! Bright but
not dazzling, radiant yet soft, clearly illuminating yet never
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blinding-light f i l l ing up every vessel, every corner, every hollow, and
nowhere casting a shadow; the inner depths of every soul fully
illuminated as the highest mountain-top. Such light as this indicates
knowledge, joy and beauty-perfect knowledge, fulness of joy and
beauty without a shadow. Think, O my soul, how glorious the
prospect! Dost thou not already possess an earnest of it, a gracious
earnest through Him who is the "brightness of the Father's glory and
the express image of His Person." He it is through whom "the l ight of
the knowledge of the glory of God" has shone upon thee. Such light
reveals to thine adoring heart the beauty of Him who is "chiefest

among ten thousand and altogether lovely," infinitely fairer than the
children of men. Pure, holy joy-imparting l ight is this. Oh, how sweet
the gracious consciousness of righteousness imputed, pardon bestowed,
peace which passeth understanding and love divine, all summed up in
Him "in whom dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily," Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Oh, my soul, canst thou recall the days of thy first love? Canst thou
remember the days of thy youth, when the l ight shone upon thee? How
precious was the Cospel, how amiable were the tabernacles of the Most
High, how sweet the river, "the streams whereof make glad the City of
God;" veritable days of heaven on earth! Yet, n'hat was it but as the
faint shining through a glass darkly? Faith darkened by unbelief, doubt
and fear ;  by the in f i rmi t ies,  l imi tat ions and s ins o l the f lesh.  But  there
shall be no night there. The light itself wil l be immediate and the
capacity to receive it unrestricted. The glorif ied soul, in all i ts powers of
understanding, conscience, affection and wil l, shall be rendered capable
of receiving and enjoying to the full the l ight of the glory of God and of
the Lamb. Unspeakable blessedness on which no shadow shall ever fall!

If the occasional drops of the wilderness showers were so sweet, what
must the fulness of the ocean be? If a few faint rays, piercing the
darkness of a sinful state, were charged with blessing so rich, what must
the blessedness be, of dwell ing in the full-orbed glory of Eternal Day?

Even in this vale of tears what capacity for joy the gracious soul has.
At the time that the Apostle Paul glorif ied exclusively in the Cross, he
was hampered and restricted by a body of sin and death, including a
wretchedness well nigh intolerable. But there shall be no night there.
Who can measure the capacity for joy given to that same soul when the
night of its wretchedness is gone, when it has buried its body of sin in an
eternal grave, when corruption has put on incorruption, mortal
immortality, and death itself is swallowed up in victory? Then shall the
whole soul ,  down to i ts  utmost  depths and to the utmost  l inr i t  o t  a l l  i ts
sanctif ied powers be perfectly blessed in the full enjoy'ing ot (itrt i to all
eternity.
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"There shall be no night there." The dark night of sin has gone; its
fearsome shadows shall no more cast their gloom on the hearts of the
redeemed. The thick clouds of its guilt, the powerful working of its
corruption, the terror inspired by its just desert; the doubts, fears and
temptations always attending its baneful presence are gone, all gone
never to return. Oh, my soul, what hath God wrought! exceeding
abundantly above what was asked or thought.

Who can describe the dark oppression of sin's slavery, the wages of
which are death?

"Of death the cords and sorrows did
About me compass round;

The pains of hell took hold on me,
I grief and trouble found." 

ps. l16, 3.

What language can express the yearning of a sin-burdened soul for a
sense of the light and liberty of the Gospel? Who can follow the subtle
windings of the old serpent in the darkness? Who can tell the stumbling,
groping falling of the tempted as each pursue his solitary way, and such
questions perplex and harrow the spirit as-"Was I ever born again?
Was it really the work of God or only my own fancy? If the work was
God's then how am I thus oppressed? Oh to be assured, to be holy, to
be satisfied." Well, at last, at long, long last the day has dawned and the
shadows of the night perish for ever-there is no night there. Oh, the
unutterable sighs and groans, the tears and wrestlings eternally and
sweetly laid to rest in that thrice blessed prospect, and doubt itself
withers and dies in the full assurance of a Saviour's love.

"There shall be no night there." Note, O my soul, the delightful
contrast implied. Here, the night of sorrow, there, that day of
everlasting joy.

The pilgrim's path to the Celestial City is by way of the Valley of the
Shadow. That dark shadow is never very far removed and there are
those who "all their lifetime are subject to bondage through fear of
death." And how often in the fulfilment of His gracious purpose their
God moves in a way dark and mysterious to them. Is not His way in the
sea, and His path in the mighty waters, and His footsteps hid, so that
none knoweth them? Jacob groping in the darkness sorrowfully
concludes, "All these things are against me," and Jacob is but one of
many who have concluded thus. Nor is Job without companles
innumerable in the darkness of his sorrowful way. The pathos of his cry
finds a sympathetic echo in the heart of many a tried saint. "Oh that I
knew where I might find Him; that I might come even to His seat.
Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and backward, but I cannot
perceive Him."
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But come, my soul, lift up thine eyes, for the time of thy redemption
draweth nigh; there is no night there. Come, ye Jobs, and look upon the
face of Him whom ye sought in sorrow and found not, come now with
everlasting joy upon your heads and "Behold your God." Feast your
eyes upon the glorious light, and let your beings satiate themselves in
light. Come, ye Jacobs, and will ye now say, "All these things are
against me?" Come near and behold Him who turns the shadow of
death into the brightness of the morning; by whose infinite wisdom and
almighty power "All things have worked together for good to them that
love Him." Let God be for ever praised. The sorrows of the night have
gone, fear has fled and death itself has died, and "God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the former
things are passed away."

From "Sermons and Meditations" by the late Rev. James A. Tallach
This helpful book can be obtained from Mrs. E. D. Tallach, 13 Mill
Street, Dingwall, Ross-shire.

Thoughts on the Assurance
of Faith

AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY

(Editor of the Gospel Magazine 1775-1777)

The deep things which relate to personal experience of the Holy
Spirit's dealing with the soul ought to be matters of prayer, not of
disputation.

It has long been a settled point with me, that the Scriptures make a
wide distinction between faith, the assurance of faith, and the full
assurance of faith.

l� Faith is the hand by which we embrace, or touch, or reach toward
the garment of Christ's righteousness for our own justif ication. Such a
soul is undoubtedly safe.

2. Assurance I consider as the ring which God puts upon faith's
finger. Such a soul is not only safe, but also comfortable and happi.

Nevertheless, as a finger may exist without wearing a ring. so l 'airh
may be real without the superadded gift of assurance. \[e murr eirher
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admit this, or set down the late excellent Mr. Hervey (among a
multitude of others) for an unbeliever. No man, perhaps, ever
contended more earnestly for the doctrine of assurance than he, and yet
I find him expressly declaring as follows: "What I wrote concerning a
firm faith in God's most precious promises, and a humble trust that we
are the objects of His tender love, is what I desire to feel, rather than
what I actually experience." The truth is, as another good man
expresses it, "A weak hand may tie the marriage-knot; and a feeble
faith may lay hold on a strong Christ."

Moreover, assurance, after it has been vouchsafed to the soul may be
lost. Peter, no doubt, lost his assurance, and sinned it away, when he
denied Christ. He did not, however, lose the principle of faith, for
Christ had beforehand prayed, concerning him, that his faith itself
might not fail; and Christ could not possibly pray in vain. A wife may
lose her wedding-ring, but that does not dissolve her marriage-relation;
she continues a lawful wife still. And yet she is not easy until she finds
her ring again.

3. Full assurance I consider as the brilliant, or cluster of brilliants,
which adorns the ring, and renders it incomparably more beautiful and
valuable. Where the diamond of full assurance is thus set in the gold of
faith, it diffuses its rays of love, joy, peace, and holiness, with a lustre,
which leaves no room for doubt or darkness. While these high and
unclouded consolations remain, the believer's felicity is only inferior to
that of angels, or of saints made perfect above.

4. After all, I apprehend that the very essence of assurance lies in
communion with God. While we feel the sweetness of His inward
presence, we cannot doubt of our interest in His tender mercies' So long
as the Lord speaks comfortably to our hearts, our affections are on fire,
our views are clear, and our faces shine. It is when we come down from
the mount, and when we mix with the world again, that we are in
darrger of losing that precious sense of His love, which is the strength of
saints militant, and the joy of souls triumphant.

But let not trembling believers forget that faith, strictly so called, is
neither more nor less than a receiving of Christ, for ourselves in
particular, as our only possible propitiation, righteousness, and Saviour
(John l, l2). Hast thou so received Christ? Thou art a believer, to all
the purposes of safety. And it deserves special notice that our Lord calls
the centurion's faith "grear faith," though it rose no higher than to
make him say, "Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed"
(Mat t .  8 ,  8-10) .

The case, likewise, of the Canaanitish woman, is full to the present
point. Her cry was, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David'"

) /
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And,  a l i t t le  af ter ,  "Lord,  help me."  Jesu:  ar  l : . i  : . :  -  -  :  . - - 'nrng
repulse;  but  her  importuni ty  cont inued,  and:he rL. i . . : . : i . :  , : : . i  rhe
pr iv i lege of  a dog,  v iz , to eat  of  the crumbs which fe l l  l ' ron. i  : : r r  : r . r . ' r ' i ' .
table. What were our Saviour's answer and our Saviour's rcnta:i '  \n
answer and a remark which ought to make every contrite ' inner r. if.r '
down his harp from the wil lows:- "O woman, great is thy faith" 1\1arr.
15.22-28\.

5. The graces which the blessed Spirit implants in our hearts (and the
grace of faith among the rest) resemble a sun-dial, which is of little
service except when the sun shines upon it. The Holy Chost must shine
upon the graces He has given, or they wil l leave us at a loss (in point of
spiritual comfort), and be unable to tell us whereabouts we are. May
He, day by day, rise upon our souls with healing in His beams; then
shall we be filled with joy and peace in believing, and abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost (Rom. 15, 13).

6. Are there any weak in faith who come under the denomination of
bruised reeds and smoking flax? Let them know that God will take care
of them. The former wil l not be broken: the latter shall not be
quenched. Bless God for any degree of faith; even though it be as the
smallest of all seeds, sooner or later it wil l surely expand into a large and
fruitful tree. However, stop not here; but, as the apostle advises, covet
earnestly the best gifts; and the gift of assurance, yea, of fullest
assurance among the rest. The stronger you are in faith the more glory
you wil l give to God, both in l ip and life. Lord, increase our faith.
Amen.

l .  Expectant
2. Reverent
3.  Di rect
4.  Earnest
5.  Def in i te
6.  Submiss ive

The Leper's Pra|,sv.
Mqttltew 8 verses l-4

-  he came to Jesus.
-  he  kne l t .
-  he approached the Lord in  person.
-  he besought .
-  he asked to be made c lean.
-  ' i f  Thou  w i l t ' .
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John Charles Ryle
JOHN G. OLIVER

The Rev. J. G. Oliver is Minister of Eddrachillis. Sutherland

John Charles Ryle was born in the County of Cheshire in 1816, the
son of a wealthy silk manufacturer, land owner and banker. He was
educated at the local grammar school in Macclesfield before going on to
Eton and from there to Oxford. He distinguished himself at Oxford
both as a scholar and as an athlete. He captained the cricket elevens at
both Eton and Oxford. With his academic success, and his cricket
prestige behind him, Ryle as a young man of remarkable promise,
returned to Cheshire and joined his father's banking business. Before
he did so, however, his last year at Oxford brought a certain change in
his l i fe. A short but sharp i l lness turned his thoughts to God in a new
way. He began to read his Bible and to engage in prayer, two things he
tells us himself that from childhood ti l l  he was twenty one he never did.
He was also impressed by news he received that one of his sisters
embraced the truth. The crisis occurred for him one Sunday morning
when he sauntered into an Oxford church while the service was in
progress. A lesson from Ephesians chapter 2 was read with uncommon
earnestness, and two verses in particular were read with an impressive
emphasis which he could not ignore: 'For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of works, lest
any man should boast. ' (Eph. 2.8-9). In the simple hearing of these
words of Scripture he grasped the secret of the Gospel, and by the grace
of God he was to become a new man.

Ryle had no thoughts of the ministry, and his aim was probably to
enter Parliament (his father was M.P. for Macclesfield from
1833-1837). All this was changed in the summer of l84l by the sudden
collapse of his father's affairs. The silk trade had been in decline for a
number of years, but it was the crash of his father's bank that snatched
away the family fortune of over half a million pounds and left the
family penniless. Ryle could recall the shock even after the lapse of
thirty years. 'We got up one summer's morning with all the world
before us as usual, ' he wrote, 'and went to bed that same evening
completely and entirely ruined.' Ryle was twenty five years old when
this calamity fell, but there can be no doubt that God used it to turn his
heart towards his true l ife-work.

ORDINATION
He was ordained at Farnham Castle in l84l and began his ministry at

Exbury in a remote corner of the New Forest. This was a vast change

59



60 The Cospel Magazine

from his lovely home in Cheshire, but hard work helped to heal his
grief . ' l f  I had not been ruined,' he wrote at length, 'I should never have
been a minister, never have preached a sermon, or written a tract or
book.' He dil igently visited the homes of the parish, and in his
preaching he learnt to cultivate a plain and forceful simplicity that was
to mark his preaching for the rest of his l i fe.

I l l  health compelled him to resign from this charge, and he was
appointed to a parish in Winchester. Within five months the parish was
turned upside down and the church packed to capacity. Desperate
poverty however sti l l  haunted him, and he found that he could not l ive
on the stipend of f l00 a year. He was then offered the parish of
Helmingham in Sulfolk, a small vi l lage near Ipswich of some three
hundred people. Ryle was now twenty eight. He hammered out his
doctrinal convictions by wide and intense theological study, especially in
the writ ings of the Puritans. He also began to write tracts. The first
consisted of the first sermon he preached at Helmingham entit led, ' I
have somewhat to say unto thee' (Luke 7.40). He printed it with his own
hands and then drove round the parish in his gig, scattering it
broadcast. In the next fifty years he wrote over two hundred tracts with
such tit les as: 'Are you happy?', ' ls your heart right?', 'Consider your
ways', 'Wheat or chaff?', 'Do you pray?' The influence of the tracts has
been enormous, more than twelve mill ion copies being distributed during
his own lifetime in many languages. His style was plain, robust, and
very much to the point. There were plenty of epigrams that stuck in the
mind of the reader, e.g. 'what we weave in time, we wear in eternity.'
'Sin forsaken is one of the best evidences of sin forgiven', 'He that
begins with prayer, wil l end with praise.'

PERSONAL TRIALS

In 1844 Ryle married the daughter of a Kentish M.P., but she died
three years later, leaving him with a baby daughter. He married again in
1849, Jessy Walker of Dumfries, and three sons and a daughter were
born of this marriage. The il l-health of his wife placed a heavy burden
upon him, and after a long i l lness she passed away in 1860, and he was
left with five young children between two and fourteen years old. On
top of this, a sharp breach arose between himself and the squire of
Helmingham, John Tollemache, a headstrong, impulsive man, who
ruled his large house with an iron hand, and who stood up in church,
watch in hand, if he thought the sermon too long! In many ways Ry'le's
Helmingham years were sad years, and it must have been a relief to him
when he was offered the parish of Stradbroke, f ifteen miles aua1 , in
1861. In the same year he married again, and his wife proved an ideal
helo for  h im and a verv understanding mother  of  h is  chi lc l rc 'n .
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PASTOR
Stradbroke had a population four times as large as that of

Helmingham, and he lost no time in trying to meet its need. The church
was packed to the doors each Sunday, and he was busy with house-to-
house visiting, cottage meetings, and open-air meetings. He was also in
great demand his own parish. Ryle was at his best in exposition of the
leading doctrines of the Gospel, and such preaching came from the
heart. ' I would go to the stake, God helping me,' he once declared, 'for

the glorious truth that in the matter of justification before God, every
believer is complete in Christ. '  'Faith,' he declared, ' is the only thing
required in order that you and I may be forgiven.'

In 1860 the Christian world was shaken by the publication of a
volume entitled 'Essays and Reviews.' It was a claim for the right to
maintain new and dangerous religious opinions. Men like Ryle had to
declare themselves, and Ryle did not hesitate. 'Let us regard all who
would damage the authority of the Bible, or impugn its credit, as
spiritual robbers,'he said. '...What do they offer as a safer guide and
better provision for our souls? Nothing! Absolutely nothing!' ' I feel no
hesitation,' he 'wrote again, 'in avowing that I believe in the plenary
inspiration of every word of the original text of Holy Scripture.' From
this faith in the Word of God he would not deviate for one moment.
'Here is rock,' he declared, 'all else is sand.'

The two great notes of Ryle's preaching were simplicity and sincerity.
His one great aim was to speak to the hearts of his hearers. His mastery
of a plain style gave his words a thrust and drive of great power. It was
his great desire to point man in his guilt to the God of all grace and to
'blow the trumpet of the everlasting Cospel loud and long.' It was in
full accord with this desire that when a new pulpit was placed in the
church at Stradbroke he had a text carved round its top, for the
preacher to see the words, 'Woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel. '
(1 Cor. 9. 16). The story goes that Ryle took the chisel and hammer from
the worknran who carved the letters, and cut a deep groove beneath the
one word 'not', and a dark mark can still be seen beneath the word to
this day, as the writer of this short study can testify from a visit to the
church in 1969. The following texts were printed round the inside of the
church: 'God be merciful unto me a sinner.' ' l  wil l  arise and go unto my
father.' 'Create in me a clean heart, O God.' 'Search the Scriptures.
Prove all things.' 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved.' No doubt Ryle would have had these texts written in the church.

BISHOP

In 1880, to his complete surprise, Ryle was invited to become bishop
of the new diocese of Liverpool, and was consecrated in York Minster.

61



o.l, The Gospel MagaTine

As a motto for his new diocese he chose the text, 'Thy Word is truth'
(John 17.17). Never before had he enjoyed so wide a scope for the
prociamation of the Gospel, and his episcopal office did not for a
moment spoil him as a preacher. He told his new diocese: 'You know
my opinions; I am a committed man. I come among you a Protestant
and Evangelical; but I come with a desire to hold out the right hand to
all loyal churchmen, holding at the same time my own opinions
determinedly.' In 1885 he wrote: 'The views which I held as a presbyter I
still hold as a bishop.' After careful consideration he rejected the idea of
building a costly cathedral, preferring instead to use the money that
could be raised to build more churches and mission-halls. Thirty two
new parishes were created, and ninety new places of worship built. He
wrote: 'The humblest cottage-meeting where Christ is preached, and the
Scriptures honoured, and a few real believers are assembled, is more
pleasing in HIS sight than the grandest cathedral in which the Gospel is
never heard, and no work of the Spirit ever goes on.' He disliked
extravagant ceremonialism. 'Processions, and banners, and flowers,
and crosses, and an excessive quantity of music, and elaborate services,
and beautiful vestments, may please children and weak-minded people.
But they never helped forward heart-conversion and heart-
sanctif ication, and they never wil l...Put no man or form between me
and Christ. '

Among Ryle's published output there were some three hundred tracts
and leaflets with a Gospel message; there were also letters and papers on
leading topics of the Church. And there were some twenty volumes,
written in that simple, homely style so characteristic of Ryle. Most of
the volumes are in print today, read by Christians with as much
appreciation as ever.

On March lst 1900 Ryle laid down his office. But he had used up all
his powers and only a few weeks of life remained in retirement in
Lowestoft. In a memorial sermon no finer tribute could have been paid
than in one brief phrase of F. J. Chavasse, Ryle's successor as Bishop of
Liverpool, who spoke of him as 'that man of granite with the heart of a
chi ld . '

Thcrc is  no u ' r ink lc  on the brow of  etern i tv

)lcut to tt
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A Leper, but loved
Luke 5:13

S. MALCOLM JONES

This story is full of gospel significance, because it shows clearly the
love of Jesus Christ for the unclean. It is recorded in the gospel
accounts of Matthew, Mark and Luke. Matthew and Mark simply
describe him as a leper. Luke being a doctor, describes his condition
more fully. He says 'he was full of leprosy.' This means he was covered
with the disease. Such a description suggests that the disease was in an
advanced stage. In our Lord's day as at the present t ime, this means
that the man was incurable. His condition was such that he was
terminally sick. Yet in meeting with Jesus Christ he was made clean,
simply through the word that Christ spoke to him. In this miracle we
have further proof of the power of Christ to heal and make clean
sinners who are spiritually unclean in the sight of God.

Already you may be wondering what this old story has to say to this
day and age. As we turn to it I believe we shall see that its message is
relevant to you, whoever you are. Read these New Testament verses for
yourself and notice certain things that it has to say. It speaks about the
PLAGUE OF LEPROSY-THE PLEA OF THE LEPER-and finally
about THE POWER AND PITY OF CHRIST. Let us now turn and
examine these things more fully.

To this man, leprosy was undoubtedly A PLAGUE. There are three
things about it that wil l help us to understand this. First of all, leprosy is
a foul disease. The man's plea to Jesus makes this clear. He said to
Jesus, 'thou canst make me clean.' v l2b. He knew that he was in a
physically unclean state. Secondly, a leper was cut off from society. lt is
said that a leper moved around carrying a bell. When he came anywhere
near people he would ring it and cry, 'unclean, unclean.' Thirdly,
leprosy in an advanced stage meant certain death. There was no cure to
be found anywhere in this world. Now these three things i l lustrate for us
the serious plight of the sinful state.

The Bible describes sin as unclean. In Isaiah 64 the Jews confessed
that they were unclean. 'We are as an unclean thing' they said, 'our

righteousness is as fi l thy rags.' 'The rags of t ime' is a l iteral translation.
Peter ,  wr i t ing in  the New Testament  says the same. In 2 Pet .2:10 he
speaks about the ' lust of uncleanness'. Paul, writ ing about the works of
the f lesh l is ts 'uncleaness 'Gal .  5 :19.  Isa iah confessed to God,  ' . . .1am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
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lips.' Isa. 6:5. Young people, older people, have you thought of
yourself l ike this?

Also sin has cut us off from Cod. Isaiah in chapter 59:2 wrote, 'Your

iniquities have separated between you and your God.' Sin has covered
the face of God. It is a barrier between God and man. A yawning chasm
exists now between God and the sinner, which cannot be bridged from
our s ide.

The third thing is sin, if not repented of, leads to death. Death
spiritual, physical and eternal; The sinner is spiritually dead now. He is
going to die physically too. Death physical is on its way down the road.
Its coming; nothing that you are able to do wil l stop it.

Are 1'ou ready to die? Those who die in their sin wil l die eternally in
hell. Leprosy is a plague. Sin is even more so. Ralph Venning wrote a
book in 1669, four years after the great plague of London, on the
subject of sin. He called it 'The Plague of Plagues' after the great
plague of London. To him sin was a greater plague than anything else in
this world. Are you in the grip of this plague?

Next  we consider  the PLEA OF THE LEPER in v  l2 ' . . . i f  thou wi l t .
thou canst make me clean.' He was conscious of his plight. There may
be a feeling of despair in his cry. His coming to Jesus suggests that he
felt that Christ could help him. How did he arrive at this conclusion?
Matthew's account gives us more than a clue. Directly after the sermon
on the mount, Jesus came down the mountain, Matt. 8:1; in the next
verse we read'a leper  came. 'Mat t  8:2.  The inference is  that  he e i ther
heard Jesus speak, or he heard about him. In hearing, something began
to happen in his heart. We must always remind ourselves that 'faith

comes by hearing.' It was this that brought him to make this personal
plea to the Saviour, ' i f thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.' He was
convinced that Christ had the power to make him clean. The phrase
'thou canst' is one word in the original language of the New Testament.
The nearest English word to it is 'dynamite! (dunasai) Paul uses a word
from the same root in Romans l:16 speaking about the gospel. He
said '... i t is the power of God unto salvation... '  How right this man was.
For it is only Christ that can do sinners good. They must come to him,
as personally as the leper did. From the heart the cry must come, 'Lord

be merciful to me a sinner.'
Finally we see the PITY AND POWER OF CHRIST. What

wonderfu l  words are found in v  13, 'Jesus put  for th h is  hand and
touched him saying, 'I wil l, be thou clean and the leprosy departed from
him.' The phrase, 'he put forth his hand and touched him' expresses the
compassion of  Chr is t  for  the man.  In touching h im someone said.  ' ln

this act the Saviour was showing him that he loved him, and that he n as
going to do h im good. '  Here is  Chr is t  by a s imple touch breaking rnto
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the isolation of the man's desolation. As the touch expressed Christ's
compassion, so his words revealed his power. Three words, 'be thou
clean' and immediately 'he was cleansed.' Now in his birth Jesus did
more than touch poor sinners. He joined himself to them. He became
bone of our bone, sin apart. Thomas Watson, the Puritan preacher
wrote, 'Christ came down to where we are, that he might l i ft us up to
where HE is.' That is the gospel. For this reason Jesus died and rose
again. To satisfy the justice of God, to make a covering for sin, to
destroy the works of darkness. A leper, but loved. This is how the
apostle understood the love of Christ for sinners. In Gal. 2:20he wrote,
'...the Son of God loved me and save himself for me.'

Called to Serve
P. A.  COOPER

Mr. Cooper is the Minister of Quorn Baptist Church, Leics.

We are called to serve the LORD. David's charge to Solomon was
"Serve the LORD with a perfect heart and a wil l ing mind." I Chronicles
28:9. ln the epistle to the Hebrews we are instructed to "serve God
acceptably" and Paul describing the Church at Thessalonica said
"They turned from idols to serve the l iving and true Cod."

At the beginning, our service is "where we are" and SERVICE
follows SALVATION. We must first know the Lord and only then can
we serve Him. We cannot serve COD if we don't know HIM. Saul
before his conversion thought he was serving GOD but he found, to his
shattering that he was actually "persecuting our Lord Jesus". Only
then, if born of His Spirit, can you really serve Him. What a wonder,
what a privelege to be His servant!

Now the work of GOD ever remains. His workers are called into
service, then at His appointing are called to higher service. Remember,
in Heaven His servants shall serve Him. So service begins down here but
goes on into Eternity. How marvellous! Let us take the story of Elisha
and his call and may the LORD help us to understand what being called
to service means. Elisha was to follow Eli jah that f iery prophet who
challenged the evil priests of Baal, stayed rain on the earth and brought
fire from Heaven. He was to Israel as "The chariots and horsemen."
While he was around there was hope for Israel, the people of GOD.
You wil l know the story. He is cast down and fleeing from the threat of



66 The Gospel Magazine

the evil Queen Jezebel, he cries "l only am left and they seek my life to
take it away" (God's men sometimes get downcast) Cod dealt
graciously with him, sent an angel, sustained him, refreshed him then
gave him a special last charge. Part of that charge was to "anoint Elisha
son of Shaphat to succeed you as prophet."

Here then is our first point. Elisha was OBSERZED. God knew
where His man was. He always does. God knows us all and He knows
where He might send you or what task He would assign to you. You are
observed. You should l ive in the fear of the Lord so that He may call
vou uhen His t ime is  ready and your  hour  is  come. When that  t ime
cornes He uil l  give you the sign and start you on the thri l l ing business of
serving Him. Remember, serve Him where you are. No call to further
service wil l come unless you are faithful where you are. And note, HE
observes you. In obedience to God's word Eli jah goes to Abel-meholah
and finds Elisha "ln the heritage of his father." He was ploughing the
rich soil of the land with eleven servants and twelve yoke of oxen and he
himself was ploughing with the twelfth. Eli jah leaves the highway and
goes to where Elisha is ploughing and without a word takes off his
shaggy coat (which was to become the normal garb of the prophets) and
flings it over Elisha's shoulders. It was a a terrif ic thing to do and Elisha
u'oufd be amazed. l t  meant  two th ings.  He was to be El i jah 's  servant
and succeed him as Prophet. Elisha must have been staggered. He, to
be Jehovah's Prophet! He shrank from such a call ing as most men of
God have. Moses did at the burning bush, Gideon pleaded he was "the

least in his father's house", Jonah ran away from it, Isaiah felt unclean
for such a task and Jeremiah said "I am a child and cannot speak."
Every call reveals our weakness.

The call to Elisha was so far. without word. No audible word was
said, only the casting of the cloak. The voice that had thundered on
Mount Carmel was silent and Eli jah having thrown the cloak on
Elisha's shoulders, went on. The younger man would obey the call so he
runs after Eli jah and makes the request that he should bid farwell to his
father and mother. This reveals his tender heart, not a wavering wil l.
His tender heart was to be seen many times in his ministry which was to
be a whisper of Him who was to come, Our Lord Jesus, whose ministry
was gracious and miraculous. Note this. How our Lord Jesus is
previewed before He appears among men. "What have I done to
you?", says Eli jah and Elisha pondered the question as indeed all who
are called must. Just what does it mean to be called to serve HIM?
Elisha returned, kissed his father and mother and made a great feast
and to mark his complete severance fiom the past he slew his yoke of
oxen using the plough and the goad as fuel and invited the people to his
farewel l  supper.  I t 's  good i f  you can make a l l  breaks c lean and posi t i re .
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Then, Elisha follows Elijah and becomes his attendant or servant. From
this moment he was recognised as a son of the prophetic school and its
future head. He became known as the one "who poured water on the
hands of Eli jah" 2 Kings 3:11. He became a servant for ten years. All
called to lead must f irst learn to serve. Spurgeon once wrote:

"It takes more skil l  than I can tell
to play the second fiddle u'ell."

and he was right. Can you play second fiddle? lf you can't you'l l  hardly
be fit to play first. Remember Our Lord Jesus said ' l  am among you as
he that serveth'. Amazing grace, amazing condescension. Joshua had to
serve under Moses ere he took up his task. Timothy l istened to Paul. Oh
that the young would l isten to the old and learn from them.

The time eventually came when the Lord was to call Eli jah away. To
be taken up to heaven in a whirlwind! He had established the school of
the prophets. These were the flower of those who had not kissed Baal.
He trained them and taught them. Take note of what your spiritual
elders have to say. Elders train the young men. He loved his school and
they loved him. Elisha begins to feel that the Lord is going to do some
important thing and the two men are inseparable. Here we see a
TESTING. Nothing wil l prevent Elisha from staying with his master.
Stay here says Eli jah. "No! as the LORD liveth I ' l l  not leave you".

Some of the young students urged him to stay, but he would not l isten.
Being fully persuaded that God was going to do something of great
importance he stays with Eli jah and wil l not leave him. Here's a
wonderful picture. Two men at the vestibule of Heaven going together
and talking as they go. What did they talk about? The glory of God
you may be sure and the future of Israel. Eli jah departing this world
(incidentally he's very much alive. He comes back at the transfiguration
centuries after) and Elisha being called to take over the solemn task of
tell ing forth Cod's word and being tested all the way. So wil l you be if
God calls you. Don't let anything turn you back from the first call you

receive. Stick with the original vision. Apparent diff iculties are only
tests. You may trust the Lord to bring you through.

So the two men of God go down the valley to the Jordan, and this is
witnessed by fifty sons of the prophets. How they must have wondered
what was going to happen. Eli jah takes his cloak and smites the waters
and the waters divide! This was the finger of God and they both pass

over dry shod. Divine power was there and it always wil l be if you are in
the wil l of GOD. Where He points the way He opens the path. You may
be sure of this. However impossible it may seem, if you believe, the path

will open for you into His wil l. Count on the Divine, for with COD
"All things are possible."
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Having crossed the Jordan Eli jah asks a wonderful question. What
can I do for you? This is a revealing incident. Eli jah knew the heart of
Elisha who had served him for ten years. He knew that Elisha would
ask nothing that GOD would not bestow.

Now comes Elisha's REQUEST.
He asks "A double portion of your spirit!" or "Let me inherit the

right of the heir." He's not asking for twice what Eli jah had. He's
asking according to the law of Moses that the heir should have a double
port ion (Deut .  2 l :17) .  This  was the r ight  of  the f i rs tborn or  the hei r .  I t
\\ 'as a marvellous request. He faces the call, but wil l not proceed unless
he is given the strength and the power. This was the "hidden secret" of
his l i fe. Power from on high!

Let us ask for the equipment from above, the enduement of Divine
power. Ask for wisdom, Ask for the Spirit of Holiness. These God wil l
never deny if you ask for His Glory. It is folly of the worst order to go
into service for HIM without the enduement of power. "Ye shall be
endued with power from on high after thst the Holy Ghost is come
upon you." That's Heavens answer to our great need when called to
serve. There's no work to which God wil l call that He wil l not equip you
for, if you make the request. The request Elisha made was all
important. This was the secret of the early church and is sti l l  the secret
of any holy l ife, of any servant who does His wil l. Do you know this
hidden secret? Elisha did, and you may. He knew he dare not go unless
he was given the power to do so. GOD may well try you and test you.
He wil l see if you choose to l ive without this anointing. You may if you
wish. Many do, they l ive un-anointed l ives and bring blessing to none.
This is one of the sorrows of the church. Elisha's request was so
appropriate. Ask and ye shall receive, says GOD. So we see Elisha is
OBSERVED, then TESTED and found REQUESTING.

Now comes SEEING.
Eli jah tells his successor "You have asked a hard thing, yet if you see

me when I am taken, it wil l be yours, otherwise not." In order to be
able to discern the transactions of the spiritual world, we must have a
will and spirit tuned to the wil l of Cod. A heart that beats with His.
Purity, Faith, Submission these are the qualit ies that enable us to "ree.
"The pure in heart shall see God" said our Lord Jesus. Now, no mere
mortal eye could have seen the chariot. The sons of the prophets did not
see it.. they wanted afterward, to send out a search party to find Eli jah.
No, the spirit dulled by passion or disturbed by sin or with an interest
only in the common things wil l never see the purposes of God. Elisha
was one of the pure souls of Israel and his spiritual nature was sensitive
to the Heavenly visitation, he saw it all!!. His whole soul was tuned to
GOD. Then it happened! Eli jah is swept up to heaven. Enoch u,as
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taken, though not by a fiery chariot. Both men did not die but were
granted immediate translation to Glory. One day mill ions who live wil l
never die but be caught up to meet their Lord in the air!!

So Eli jah was gone, the chariots and the horsemen of Israel had
departed and Eli jah's mantle fell at Elisha's feet.

Now comes Ihe APPROPRIATIOI'|.
The moment the mantle fell at his feet Elisha knew that Heaven had

ratif ied the call. He picked up the cloak and stood before the Jordan.
He knew (though he may not have felt) he had Eli jah's po\\,er. He just
knew that the power of the Most High rested upon him. Beware of
those who say, you "feel it". Never seek to feel the Spirit. Rarely does a
celestial sign accompany the anointing from abo',,e . lI is faith
receiving. You believe that the power that he has given "works

effectually in you".
So Elisha is taken from his fathers heritage and called and confirmed

in office as the prophet of God. He wil l henceforth speak God's word to
men. Again Jordan lies before him. He takes the mantle smites the
waters and crys for Eli jah's Cod. He needed Cod not just the mantle.
The mantle without God was useless. The waters part and the fifty
witnessess know that the spirit of Eli jah rested upon Elisha.

So, one saint goes to higher service and another is called to replace
him and the cry is sustained, where is the God of Eli jah? Catch up the
mantle of the servants of God. Follow them, seek their spirit, l isten to
what they have to say and the God of Eli jah shall be with you. If He is,
then you too shall smite the waters and the waves wil l draw back. Your
path wil l be dry and you shall go on to serve Him Who has all power for
those who trust Him. Thousands of saints and servants have gone to
their reward and its possible that they now all watch us. Watch our
conflicts, our triumphs, our joys and our labours. They sti l l  serve HIM
and we shall in the world to come.

Are you being called to serve HIM? then remember,
You are observed.
You  w i l l  be  t es ted .
You wil l be found requesting.
You wi l l  need to be seeing.
and then appropr iat ing.
Mav GOD make us all His servants.
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Persistency in Prayer
And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men

ougltt always to proy, ond not to faint:
Luke lB: l

A SERMON PREACHED BY N.  H.  ROE
AT EBENEZER CHAPEL OSSETT

\{uch of the teaching of the Lord Jesus when He was here upon earth
consisted in parables both in His preaching to the multitudes and also in
His teaching of His own disciples. He took special pains to open and
erplain the spiritual meaning and the truth of those parables to the
disciples. The Lord gave a searching and solemn word in reference to
His teaching and preaching by parables. He said to His disciples "Unto

you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of Cod: but unto
them that are without, all these things are done in parables: That seeing
they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not
understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins
should be forgiven them." May we know what it is for the Holy Spirit to
open up to us, and seal upon our hearts, the spiritual truth that is
contained in this parable before us.

Indeed in this verse of our text, the particular teaching of this
parable, is distinctly set forth "that men ought always to pray, and not
to faint." And this has particular reference to the church and the people
of God in every succeeding age and generation. It is as valid for us as it
was for the disciples. The teaching in this parable is well calculated to
encourage, strengthen and console the l iving family of God in all the
trials, diff icult ies, needs and distresses of l i fe-"that men ought always
to pray,  and not  to  fa int . "

We must view the parable before us in the l ight of its stated main
object which was to teach that "men ought always to pray, and not to
faint." What a word of instruction is this to us. I have particularly felt
over recent days the truth of what is before us in these words, "that men
ought always to pray, and not to faint." How prone we are to lose sight
of these words. What tendency in us to become discouraged, cast down
by reason of  what  n 'e f ind,  e i ther  in  ourselves,  or  in  our  o$n par t icu lar
path and concerns. How at t imes we look to the future and we can see
as we view it great diff icult ies before us, (hings arising which we fancy
wc shal l  sure ly  not  e i ther  be able to deal  wi th or  to  overcome. As f resh
necds arise and fresh dilf icult ies are found, what tendency u'e find in
ol rselves to fa int  under them, to be so cast  down wi th in our  souls as 1o
forget  much of  the gracious and b lessed teaching of  the uord of 'Ciod.
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We tend to lose sight also of that u,hich is revealed in the Holy Scripture
of the love, the care, the faithfulness and the goodness of Him who rs
through grace our covenant God, our Heavenly Father, our Saviour
and our Friend. Oh these things here then, that the Lord Jesus speaks in
this parable, are set forth as a gracious antidote to all the proneness to
fainting that the people of Cod are themselves subject to. In reference
to all the diff iculties the distresses and the needs that are theirs. both
which arise from r.l i thin their own heart. as uell as that lr 'hich is found
in their circumstances, the Lord tells us "that men ought alw'ays to
pray, and not to faint."

You will find, if you look up the references to this word in other parts
of Holy Scripture, the emphasis that is placed upon praying. "Pray

without ceasing." "In every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.". "lnstant in
prayer." This is graciously emphasised throughout the whole of the
teaching of Holy Scripture. Prayer is indeed the very breathing of the
life of God in the soul. It is the very expression of the inward work and
teaching of God the Holy Spirit. When speaking here of prayer we are
not speaking of mere formal prayers that are offered without thought
or without faith or without any felt need of the things that are prayed
for. Such prayer is an abomination in the sight of a holy and heart
searching God. But prayer of itself is that which is the very breathing of
spiritual l i fe in the soul. How often in the exercise of it with the Lord's
people is found what we read in the eighth of the Romans "For we
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit i tself
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered."
What was the mark that the Holy Spirit gave unto Ananias to indicate
that Saul of Tarsus was a changed character? He said "Behold he
prayeth." Saul as a Pharisee had often offered prayer but had never
prayed until the Lord met him there on that Damascus road, brought
him to see the enormity of his conduct and revealed Jesus Christ unto
him there. Then we find Paul praying. And are not the prayers of such
as Saul of Tarsus, and indeed of each one of the Lord's people as
convinced of their sin and brought to know their need, the language of
the publican "God be merciful to me a sinner." Ah friends can you get
far from that cry. I believe the more we go on in the things of God the
more shall we reahse the need of that prayer and the answer of the
same, "God be merciful to me a sinner." Prayer then is the very
breathing of spiritual l i fe. In it also is the reality of the grace of l iving
faith. As taught to pray by God the Holy Spirit, the Lord's people pray
not to an unknown God, but to One that is revealed to them in the word
of truth as their Father and their Friend, One that has reconciled them
unto Himself through Jesus Christ our Lord. The prayer of faith is a
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heart born again of the Holy Spirit breathing its cares, its needs, its
desires, its erercises unto its God and Father, Redeemer and Saviour.

"N'len ought always to pray, and not to faint." To come back then to
this important point the Lord Jesus brings before us and that which is to
be the guide and the exercise of the l iving family of God. For it is
evident that these words are addressed to the church, to the people of
God, for in the seventh verse we read "shall not God avenge His own
elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with
them?". "Men ought alw'ays to pray." Let me here, just sum it up in this
way. Friends, what profit there is as we are enabled believingly to
commit our cares, our needs, our cases into His hands, to wait upon
Him in the way of His appointments believing that He is able to help
and to deliver, and, in thal waiting upon Him, seeking submission to
His holy and sovereign will. A gracious antidote is this to all that is
found in the heart and life of a child of God. May the daily reality of it
be found with us, in those things that even now weigh upon you, in
those things through which fears arise in your heart, in everything in
which you are engaged. Oh for grace which brings us to commit our
way and our concerns unto the Lord. "Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint." What a mercy is this that the throne of grace is open sti l l .
And what does the Scripture tell us in reference to the throne of grace
and of the value of it in the daily l i fe and experience of a child of God?
We are informed in the teaching of Scripture that we may come with
boldness to the throne of grace. That is, there is a right of access there
to every needy sinner that is brought truly to seek after God. Not only is
there a right, an access for them through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus to the throne of grace, but we have the assurance that God
will and does hear, "that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need."

Let me then come to one or two aspects in reference to this. "Men

ought always to pray, and not to faint." What encouragement we are
given to wait daily upon God in prayer, in the realisation that there is
nothing too great nor nothing too insignificant in our l ives and
circumstances, but that we ought to bring:it and seek to the Lord in
prayer. The Lord in this parable brings before us the case of the unjust
judge and of the widow that sought unto him saying "Avenge me of
mine adversary.". "And he would not for a while; but afterward he said
within himself, though I fear not God, nor regard man; yet because this
widow troubleth me, I wil l avenge her, lest by her continual coming she
weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith." In
this aspect of the parable where is the spiritual teaching "that men
ought always to pray, and not to faint."? Is it not in encouraging
persever in prayer, that coming again and again to the throne of
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grace. The particular point brought out in the case of this widow and
the unjust judge is her continual coming. Realising as she did her need
and her case, she comes to that judge again and yet again. And friends
what emphasis is placed in Holy Scripture upon this importunity in
prayer. As we read again of that man whose friend came to him in his
journey. We read that the man went to another friend and said "Friend,

lend me three loaves; For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me,
and I have nothing to set before him? And he from within shall answer
and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with
me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee." Jesus said "I say unto you,
though he wil l not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet
because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he
needeth." So too in reference to our own needs and concerns. The
emphasis here is upon our continual waiting upon God, bringing our
case and need to Him again and yet again.

Not only are we here exhorted to seek the Lord in importunate prayer
but notice the blessedness and the beauty of this spiritual truth. The
Lord says the unjust judge was prevailed upon to hear the cry of that
woman. If he answered her, though reluctantly, not out of love for her
or in justice on account of her cry, but only lest he be inconvenienced by
her continual coming, if the unjust judge was prevailed upon to hear the
cry of that woman, "shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he
will avenge them speedily." Notice the greatness of the comparison
between the unjust judge and the Holy God. The unjust judge was
prevailed upon to hear the cry of that woman through her continual
coming. But the emphasis here is this, how much more ready is the Lord
to hear and answer the cries of His believing people. In Him is no
injustice, no neglect of them or their cause and their need. Why the
Scripture says "Before they call I will answer, and while they are yet
speaking, I wil l hear."

We see then the truth that is brought out in our text of the fulness of
grace that is in the Lord our God. How faithful and true He is as One
"that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think." And His wil l ingness is no less than His power. "Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of l ights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
And again in reference to this exhortation that "men ought always to
pray, and not to faint" does not Jesus say "shall not your Heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him." Though in His word
we are encouraged to bring every need and case to Him daily, constantly
in prayer, should not our seeking be for spiritual, eternal realities? I am
sure this wil l be so, where there is the l ife of God in the soul.

- 1
I J
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"Men ought always to pray." We have been encouraged to continue
in prayer, persevering in the same, with all thankfulness, and in
dependence upon the Lord" We are encouraged to pray also out of a
realisation of God's willingness to hear and answer the prayers of His
people as consistent with His holy sovereign will. If the unjust judge
could be prevailed upon through the persevering of that woman, oh
how much more shall God avenge His own elect. There is no reluctance
with Him, no unwillingness. His ear is ever open to their cry, His heart
ever towards His believing people. "I tell you," He says "He wil l
avenge them speedily." How can that bearing long with them, and
hearing them speedily be reconciled. Often from our point of view it
may seem we wait a long time for the Lord to answer some of our
petitions and cries unto Him. Though for us it may appear a long time
and the Lord's purposes be for the trying of the faith of His people, yet
He answers them speedily in the sense that His answer is always at the
best, the right time. And remember the Lord as truly gives an answer to
the cries and petitions of His people when He denies as when He gives.
An important aspect ever to be borne in mind in all our praying is that
we pray subject to God's holy and sovereign wil l.

But God's power and willingness to hear is opened up in these words
"I tell you that He will avenge them speedily." "Nevertheless when the
Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" Here is a word
which is very searching. Oh may we know what it is to examine
ourselves in the light of it. It is distinctly connected with the statement
that "men ought always to pray, and not to faint." "When the Son of
man cometh." This refers surely to the consummation of all things, to
His second coming in power and great glory, "Shall He find this faith
on the earth?" Shall He find those that do pray and not faint, that are
persevering in waiting for and upon their God? Though having to pass
through many trials, sorrows and needs, yet not discouraged by them
but are waiting still upon and for their God, knowing from whence is all
their help and strength, as taught by the Holy Spirit. "Shall He find
faith on the earth?" This word looked at in the context of what I have
been bringing before us this morning surely refers to those that are
found waiting upon Him in prayer. May this word then search your
heart and mine. Do we possess this faith? Are we brought to know our
daily need, our dependence upon the Lord? Is it to Him our hearts are
lifted up in prayer bringing to Him all that exercises and concerns us? In
the many discouragements and disappointments which we meet, are we
still brought to wait upon Him at the throne of grace in the conscious
sense of His faithfulness. His love and His care.

"Men ought always to pray, and not to faint." This passage of
scripture graciously sets before us the very substance of the life of faith
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and the walking by faith, in the daily realisation of our need, of our
dependence upon the Lord for all things, in the conscious sense through
His grace of His power, His goodness and His mercy. May the Lord add
His blessins. Amen.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

LESSONS FROM THE LAMBS

Springtime on the farm is a very busy time. One of the most exciting
happenings is the arrival of the new born lambs. If you are out in the
countryside at this time of year, be sure to look out for the lambs
playing together in the field or snuggling up to the mother sheep for a
dr ink.

When the lamb is just born, he is weak and wobbly and can hardly
stand on his legs. All he can do is cry to his mother for help. It is
absolutely vital that the baby lamb gets a drink from his mother soon.
Without it, he would die. The lamb knows where to find this food and
keeps on crying for it unti l he is satisfied.

What lesson can the l itt le lamb teach us? The one thing that we need
above all else is to be cleansed from our sin. Without that, we wil l die
eternally. We must also keep on praying for forgiveness, "Ask. and it
shall be given you."

If we truly plead for forgiveness the Lord wil l not turn away. "Him

that cometh unto me I wil l in no wise cast out." The very fact that we
are pleading, shows that the Lord is working in our hearts. Jesus said,
"No man can come to me except the Father which hath sent me draw
him." (John 6.44) When we hear the lamb's first weak pitiful cry, we
know that there is some life there. Our first weak cry of "God be
merciful to me a sinner" is a desire that is put into our heart by God
Himself.

The lamb needs to feed often, many times a day to receive
nourishment in order to grow strong and healthy.

The child of God also needs nourishment many times in the day in
order to grow in grace. "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of
the word, that ye may grow thereby." The place where we find our
nour ishment  is  in  the Bib le,  the word of  God.  We need to use i t
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regularly and often. If we neglect it we wil l not grow in the Christian
life.

The young lamb is very vulnerable and is in need of protection from
dangers such as fores or fierce dogs or severe weather. When dangers
are about the lamb wil l keep close to his mother.

The Christian needs protection from the dangers of evil around him
in the world, the evil within him in his own heart and from the
harassment of the devil. Where can we find protection? "My safety
cometh from the Lord" (Psalm 121-Metrical version) "But whoso
hearkeneth unto me (the Lord) shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet
f ron fear  of  ev i l . "  (Proverbs 1.33)

Safety is found when we are trusting in the Lord.
Lambs love to play together-running, chasing, jumping and just

enjoying each other's company.
It is good for the Lord's pedple to enjoy each other's company too. It

is good to meet together to praise and worship God. "Let us exalt his
name together." (Psalm 34.3) Jesus tells us "By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." (John 13.35)

It is of great benefit to us to meet with and have real fellowship with
other Christians. "They that f 'eared the Lord spake often one to
another." (Malachi 3. l6)

Next t ime you see a field of lambs, try to remember some of the
lessons that the lamb can teach you.

Fil l in the missing words. The words make a part of a verse in Psalm
100. Find out which verse.

l. - know that have passed from death unto l ife
because love the brethren.  ( l  John 3.14)

2. He shall gently lead those that _ with young. (Isaiah
40.  r  l )

3.  He shal l  feed f lock l ike a shepherd.  ( lsa iah 40.1 l )
4.  God hath not  cast  away h is  _ (Romans 11.2)
5.  Ask i t  shal l  be g iven you.  (Luke l l .9)
6. Whoso putteth his trust in _ Lord shall be safe. (Proverbs

29.2s)
7. All we like have gone astray. (lsaiah 53.6)
8.  Be ye a l l  -  one mind.  ( l  Peter  3.8)
9.  He shal l  gather  the lambs wi th _ arm. ( lsa iah 40.11)

10. I am the door: by me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out and find _. (John 10.9)

Psalm 100,  v ._.
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The Message of the
Tabernacle (3)

A. V.  McCANDLISH

In these studies, we are not considering the many beautiful, and
instructive types which foreshadow Christ. We are seeking to learn what
lessons God set before Israel before Christ came. In the first study we
saw that there was only one way for men to come to God. In the second
we considered the message of the veil. Now we go inside the tabernacle
to see what obvious lessons God taught there.

| .  THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND. Exod.  25;  31 to 40.
There were no windows in the tabernacle. The light proceeded from

the seven lamps of the golden lampstand. The obvious lesson here was
that those who come near to God, come into the l ight. So David said,
"Thou art my lamp, O Lord; and the Lord wil l l ighten my darkness." 2
Sam.22; 29. Again he said, "The Lord is my light and my salvation."
Ps.27;1 .  Later  we read,  "When I  s i t  in  darkness,  the Lord shal l  be a
light unto me." Mic. 7;8. God is l ike l i-eht because light is pure, it
cannot be soiled or polluted in any way; so God is holy. Light reveals
the safe and right paths for us to walk in; so God shows us the right
way, and the best way to l ive. Consider the words of the prophet,
"Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he wil l teach us his ways, and we wil l walk in
his paths, for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem...and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not l i ft up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of
Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the l ight of the Lord." lsa. 2; 3-5.
Light suggests freedom, and liberty and joy; whereas darkness suggests
the prison, and chains, and misery. So we read, "Blessed is the people
that know the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in the l ight of thy
countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day; and in thy
r ighteousness shal l  they be exal ted."  Ps.  89;15,16.

When the prophet spoke of the coming of Christ, he said, "The

people that walked in darkness have seen a great l ight, they that dwell in
the land of  the shadow of  death,  upon them hath the l ight  sh ined. . .For
unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given--- and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace." Isa. 9:2 & 6. When at last our Lord came. He
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said, ' '  '  I am the l ight of the world, he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness,  but  shal l  have the l ight  of  l i fe . "  Jn.  8;12.  He who is  the L ight
of the world, was God manifest in the flesh. Light is that which reveals,
and exposes to view that on which it falls; so when men come into the
presence of God, He convicts of sin. Think how Job stood up to his
friends and claimed to be righteous; but when God drew near and began
to speak, Job said, "Behold I am vile, what shall I answer thee? I wil l
lay my hand upon my mouth." Job 40; 4. Again he said, "I have heard
of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Job 42,5,6
Light is needful for l i fe and health; so God is the source of all l i fe, and
of spiritual health. It is only when God il luminates men that they see the
meaning of the death of Christ; and are moved to put their trust in
Christ alone for their salvation. Thus they are born of the Spirit. Jn.
3;8.  "God is  l ight  and in h im is  no darkness at  a l l . "  I  Jn.  1;  5.

2.  THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD. Exod.  25;  23-30.

This was a table made of accacia wood, and covered with thin plates

of gold. On it were placed twelve loaves of bread, which were eaten by
the priests every Sabbath, and replaced with twelve new loaves. Here
was God's visual aid to teach Israel that God is the One who supplied
food to man and beast. The Psalmist wrote, "The eyes of all wait upon
thee, and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest thine
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every l iving thing." Ps. 145;15,16.
Again, "These all wait upon thee; that thou mayest give them their
meat in due season. That thou givest them they gather; thou openest
thine hand, they are fi l led with good." Ps. 104;27,28. But there is more;
the table spread with its twelve loaves of bread, was God's invitation to
man, to come and enjoy fellowship with Him. God alone can satisfy
man. It has been said, that God made man for Himself, and man can
never be satisfied with anything less than fellowship with Him' Here the
table was spread with twelve loaves, symbolically one loaf for each
tribe; bread enough for all. Consider the message of the prophet,
"Wherefore spend ye money for that which is not bread,? and your

labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken dil igently unto me, and eat
ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline
your ear, and come unto Me." Isa. 55; 2,3. Here surely Israel saw the
grace of God. In His tent was the table, spread with its loaves of bread,
clearly setting forth God's invitation to them to come to Him for
fellowship, and for complete satisfaction. See how David speaks of his

experience of fellowship with God. "My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful l ips;
when I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night
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watches." Ps. 63; 5, 6. This too was when David was being hunted by
Saul, and three thousand of his men. This table spoke eloquently of the
possibil i ty of enjoying fellowship with God. See how it is described. "In
thy presence is fulness of Joy; and at thy right hand there are pleasures
for evermore." Ps. 16; 11. Here is perfect satisfaction. When our Lord
came He said," I am the bread of l i fe, he that cometh to me shall never
hungcr, and he that believeth in me shall never thirst. ' , Does not this set
forth the table of shewbread? Only in fellowship with Christ can we
find complete satisfaction. He aione can give us fulness of joy. How is it
then that so often we are not satisfied? lt is because we turn aside to
seek it in things of the world, and they never can satisfy. It is important
to notice that our Lord said, "He that cometh to me shall never hunger;
("cometh" here means keeps on coming), and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst." ("believeth" means keeps on believing, or trusting.)
It is only as we come to Him, and repose complete trust in Him, in each
experience of every day, that we enjoy the fulness of His love, and care,
and provision. As we do this, He satisfies us complelely. Here then is
the message of the table of shewbread. It declares God,s invitation to
His people to come into His presence, and enjol- fellowship with Him.

3.  THE GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE. Exod.  30;  t -8.
This was an altar of accacia wood covered with plates of gold. It

stood just in front of the veil. Aaron was commanded to come every
morning and burn incense upon it, u'hen he dressecl the lamps of the
-eolden lampstand. He was to come again in the evening to burn incense
upon it; a perpetual incense before the Lord. In the morning the incense
was heaped upon the golden altar, and the fire was applied, so that tne
smoke of the incense ascended in a fragrant column to God. All
through the day it smouldered there on the altar, sending up its cloud of
fragrant smoke. Then in the evening Aaron came with more incense,
which he heaped on the altar, so that the smoke ascended to God all
through the night, "a perpetual incense before the Lord., 'Here we see
man coming to God, not so much to receive something from God; but
as offering something to Him, which ascended as a cloud of fragrance.
In the ascending column of fragrant smoke, surel-v Israel saw the true
uplift ing of the heart of God in worship. The psalmist said, ,,Let my
prayer be set before thee as incense, and the l ift ing up of my hands as
the evening sacrif ice." Ps. 141;2. The offering of incense was clearly
linked with prayer in the minds and habits of Israel for we read of
Zacharias; "According to the custom of the priest's office: his lot was to
burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And the whole
multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense."
Lu.  l ;  9 ,  10.  Again we read,  "And another  angel  came and stood at  tne
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altar. having a golden censer, and there was given unto him much
incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the
golden altar which was before the throne, And the smoke of the incense
which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out
of the angel's hand." Rev. 8; 3, 4. So then the obvious lesson conveyed
to lsrael by the golden altar was that God desired men to come into His
presence to l ift up their hearts to Him in worship and thanksgiving, and
prayer. They were to come into His presence to give glory to Him, and
to hallow His name. Is not this why the very first petit ion in the Lord's
prayer is, "hallowed be thy name."? The objective in all true prayer is
to glorify God; so our Lord said, "Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name,
that wil l I do, that the Father may be glorif ied in the Son." Jn. 14; 13.
As the ingredients of the incense were prescribed by God Himself; so all
our prayers must be according to His wil l. The incense could not ascend
without the fire. The fire was from the altar of sacrif ice. Lev. 16; 12. It
ivas fire which came down from heaven. Lev.9;24. So our prayer and
worship can only be acceptable to God, when it is offered in the power
of the Holy Spirit. "God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship him in spirit and in truth.' '  Jn. 4; 24. The incense was perpetual
incense before the Lord, so we read, "Pray without ceasing." I Thess.
5; 17. We are called to l ive in constant communion with God. Here then
is the messase of the Golden Altar of Incense.

"Thy providence is kind and large,
Both man and beast Thy bounty share;

The whole creation is Thy charge,
But saints are Thy peculiar care."

"Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw,
Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above."
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Revival Praise
The Gospel in the Hymns of A. M. Toplady'

W. J.  PARKER

Dr Lawton, in his recent biography of Toplady says, "A study of the
Broad Hembury hymns would do much to shed light for non-Calvinists
upon that question that puzzled Wesley and his preachers in conference:
"What are the attractions of Calvinism?"'. Every Christian religious
revival has been accomplished, under God, by "the su'ord of the Spirit",
and the song of praise. Toplady excelled as a swordsman in the pulpit,
and in his written works, but throughout his l i fe he experienced also the
overflowing spirit of praise. His Hymn-writ ing may be seen as fall ing into
two main periods, the Juvenile Hymns of his student days, and the
matured compositions of the days of his parochial ministries. Our
purpose is to present the reader with as many of the hymns as possible,
ivith a minimum of comment.

I .  THE JUVENILE HYMNS OF STUDENT DAYS.
i. Petit ionary Hymns. The hymns of this tirst period reflect Toplady's

youth with its search for the truths of God, self dedication to Him, and
the spirit of youthful, enthusiastic, sincere worship.

Poem 2. At entering into Church,

8 l

O stamp mc in th l  hcar 'n l l  nrould,
,And grant thi rvord applicd

\lav bring forth fruit a huncired lbld
And speak me just i f ied.

Poem 7. In sickness.
Toplady never enjoyed robust health and he early learned to trust his

lif 'e and his health to the all rvise God and his Father in heaven.

Father of love. to thce I bend
l\{t' heart, and lift nrine eles:

O ld my praycr and praisc ascend
.As odours to the skies.

i .  . lcsus.  s incc I  u i th thee anr onc.
( i rn l ' i rm mv soul  in thee.

And st i l l  cont inue to press do$n
The man of  s in in me .

i i .  Lct  not  thc subt le foc prcrai l
l n  t l r i \  m \  l c ch l c  h ( ru r :

f rustra lc a l l  thc hopcs of  hcl l ,
Redeenr f rorn Satan's pouer.

Thl pardoning voice I come to hear,
To knou thec as thorr  ar t :

Thy ministers can reach thc car,
But  thou must touch lhe heart .

i i i .  Arm mc O l -ord.  f rom head to foot ,
\ \ ' i th  r ighteousness divrne:

\ ly  soul  in Jesus f i rmly root ,
AnJ  r ca l  t he  Sa r i ou r  n r i nc .

i r .  Proport ion 'd to ml,  pains bclos.
O lct nr1 jo_""s incrcase,

Ancl mercv to m-"" spiril llou
In heal ing streams of  peace.
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xil

( )  nr ight  I  learn of  thee to bcar
Temptat ion,  pain ancl  loss!

C'r i re mc a heart  inur 'c l  to pravcr,
And l l t tcd to the cross.

\ lakc nrc O t .ord th l  pat ient  sorr ;
Thl  lan-uLra-ue shal l  bc minc:

"Father.  thv gracious ." t i l l  be done.
I  take the cup I rom thee."

And rrhen m] soul  moul l ts  up to keep
\\'ith thee thc marriage l'east,

I  shal l  not  d ic,  but  fa l l  as leep
On mv Rcclccmcr 's breast .

Poem I  l .  Mat t .  8 .25.  Lord,  save us,  we per ish.

Topladv sailed to Ireland a number of t imes. This poem may reflect his
L'\pcricnlc. It is rcmarkably' similar to the experience of John Wesley
*hen he sai led to the Sci l ly  ls lcs (Journal .  1 .434.)  How beaut i fu l ly  he
draus the soi r i tua l  lessons of  the ter t l

In life ancl dcath be thou nt1 (iod.
And I am morc- than saf'e:

C'hast is 'd by th1,  paternal  rocl .
Support  me wi th rhv staf f  .

As golc l  rcf in 'd ma\ I  eontc-  oLl t ,
In sorrou's furnace t r ic( l ;

Prcscrved f rom la i th lessness and doubt.
And  f u l l l ' pu r i f J ' d .

\ \ 'hcn or t ruhc. l rn 'c l  u i th sorc c l is t ress.
Oul  of  the ni (  I  crv,

C)n . lest t r  r t r f tc lng in nt t  p lacc
l le lp nrc-  to l ' i r  nt ine evc-.

i .  Pi lo l  o l  the soul ,  auakc,
Sarc Lrs tbr thv mcrcies sake-:
Nor rebuke- the angrl deep.
Sare,  C) save th l  s inking ship.

i i .  Stancl  a l  thc l le lnr .  orrr  rcssel  stccr ' .
\ l ighty on our s ic le appcar:
Sar iorrr .  lcach us lo de'scn
\ \ 'hcrc thc rocks and quicksancis l ie

i i i .  fhe r iavcs s l ia l l  impotent l ) "  ro l l .
I l ' thou'r t  the anchor of  thc soul :
At  thy-  uord the r i rnd shal l  ceasc,
Storms be hushed to perfcct  peacc.

i r .  Bc thou orrr  halen of  rct rcat ,
.A rock io l i r  our uar ' r ins f  eel .
I  ea ' l t  r r .  t o  o ru r  t h1  \ o \ ( r e i r n  . \ \ r \ .
\ \ 'hom the l inds anci  sea ober.

Spir i t  d iv inc,  th1 1.ror i ' r  br i r rg in,
O raise nrc f rom th is dcpth of  s in,

Take of l  m1'  gui i t l  load:
Nou le l  me I ivc through . lesLr 's  dcath
An.J,  bcing iust i l ' ied b1'  ta i th,

Nla1 l  hare peace * i th C)od.

Poem 13. A sense of personal sin is clear, and temptation is ever present.

[ : a l he r .  t o  t hee ' i n  Ch r i s t  I  f l 1 ,  ] i
\ \ 'hat  tho '  rnv s ins ol 'cr i rnson c11,c

I ior  th l  resentnrent  cal l ' l
\ ly  cr imcs hc did on C'al r ' r1 bear
Thc blood that  f lou ' t l  lbr  s inners thcre

Shal l  c leanse rne t ' ronr thcm al l .

Poem 19. After being surprised into sin.

Ah! ( i i re rnc.  l .orc l ,  mvscl f  to sce,
Against  m1'sel f  to \ \ 'a lc l l  anci  pra1,

Hor i  ucak am I ,  *hen lc f t  by-  thcc.
Hor l ' ra i l ,  hon apt  to la l l  auar ' !

I l  b l l i  a  mo r l en t  t hou  u i t hd rau ,
l -hat  momcnt sees me hreak thv lau.

. lcsus th!-  s inner 's  onlv t rust .
[ -c l  n]c no\ \ '  fcel  th l  gracc inf i r :cc i !

Ah!  ra ise a capt ive f rom the dust .
\or  brcak a reed al readl '  bnr is 'c l !

Vis i t  mc,  Lord,  in peace again
\ r ' r  l c t  r r ) c  . c c l  l l l \  l a i c  i n  r a i r r .
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i i i .  O gracious Lord,  nou let  me f ind i r .  l -et  thy meek mind dcscend on me,
Peacc and sah'ation in thi' nanrc; Thy Holy Spirit from abovc:

Bc thou thc eye-s ight  of  the bl ind,  Assist  me, Lord,  to fo l lorv thee,
The staf f  and anclcs of  the lamel l ) raun bi  th 'endear ing cords of  lorc-

N{y liftcr up uhene'c.r I fall. Nladc pcrfcct b1' rhy clcansing.bltxrd,
N{y strength,  nry port ion,  and my'al l .  Completely sar 'd ancl  born of  Cod,

Poem 28. This reveals the heart of Toplady's Gospel, entit led, He is the
Propitiation of our Sins.
i .  O Thou, that  hear 's t  the pray 'er  of  fa i th,  i i .  Sla in in the gui l ty  s inners stcad

\ \ ' i l t  thou not  sa\c a soul  i rom dcalh His spot less r ighteousness I  p lead,
That casts i tsel f  on thee? And his avai l ine blood:

I  have no rcfuge of  m) o\ \ 'n ,  Thy mer i t ,  I -ord,  nr l  robe shal l  be,
BLrt  f l1"  to uhat  mr Lord hath c lonc Th1'mer i t  shal l  atonc for  mc.

And suffcrcd oncc for mc. And bring me near to God.

i i i .  Then snatch me from cternal  dcath.
The spir i t  of  adopt ion breathe.

His consolat ions scnd:
By'  some *ord of  i i f  c  impart .
And succt ly  uhisper to n l \  heart ,

"1h1'  \ laker is  thv f r icncl . "

Poem 39. This shows us the ideal before every Christian-to have lhe
mind of Christ.
i .  Hai l ,  laul t lcss \ loc le l ,  s in less ( ju ide,  r .  St i l l  is  m1'neck,  and proud nr)  hei1rr ,

In whom no blamc \ \as seen L- jnbroken, unrcsigned:
Ablc thou uert .  and none bcsidc.  \ \ 'hcn thou ui l t .  b lessed Lord,  impart

To ransom gui l tv  men. Th1 pat ient ,  humble mincl .

i i .  I  uant  ml  happiness belou r i .  N{1,  s ins hoir  s loulv do I  leave,
In thce alonc to f ind:  To earth l l  th ings incl in 'c l :

Surc lv thou ui l t  on me besto* But  \ \ 'ean mc, Lord,  and lc i  mc hare
Thy pure.  th1 '  hear 'n11, '  nr ind.  Th1'  sel l -denvin-e mind.

i i i .  Act ive for  Ciod I  fa in uould bc.  r ' i i .  O might  I  r i 'a lk  u i th fa i thfu l  hced,
And do ml r ior l  assignecl :  And look no morc bchind,

. lcsus look dcxrn,  inrplant  in mc. Possess'c l  b l  what I  chie l l ; - -  necd,
Th-v zealous fenent nr ind.  Thv ser ious steady nr ind.

i r .  \ \ 'h i le here,  i t  qas thv constant  a in)  v i i i .  St i l l  ma! '  my er ' r !  grace increasc,
To benef i t  nrankincl .  'T i l l  I  in  heavcn appear:

O givc nrc.  c lcar  redeeming [ -anrb.  On carth l ikc thee in hol iness,
Thl  lor ing,  -sraciotrs nr i r rd j  l . ike thec- in g lor l  therc.

Poem 9. On War, shows the practical application of the Gospel to lhe
international scene. It is an understanding much needed now, as then.

r .  ( i reat  ( ioc l ,  uhont He.ar 'n,  and car lh,  and sca,
\ \ ' i th  a l l  thc i r  cctunt lcss hosls.  obo, .
t lpheld b1 *honr thc nal ions \ tand.
Ancl  crrDircs la l l  at  tht  contmand:

83



84

i l l

The Gospel Magazine

Amongst the sacramental section of his
selection:

Hymn 2. The Heavens declare the Glory

i i .  f he  hea r ' n  t h t  g l o r i ou '  imp ress  uca rs .  i i i .
Thl image glitters in the stars;
Thc f i rnranrent ,  th ine high abode.
Scems too the spangled robe of Ciod.

Hymn 3. On Ascension Day.

i .  Lo!  the Lord by uhom sah'at ion
Is to fallen man restored,

Now resumes his blissful station,
Shews himsel f  th 'Almightv Lord;

Slow ascending
Bids us, for a while fareuell.

Hymn 1 l. On the Birth of Christ.

i. Amplest grace in thee I find
Friend and Saviour of mankind,
Richest  mer i t  to atone
For our sins before the throne.

i i .  Born to save thy Church f rom hel l ,
Once thou didst wjth sinners dwell;
was to earth a prophet giv'n,
Nou our Advocate in heaven.

Hymn 13.

Beneath thy long suspended ire
[-et papal Antrchrist expire:
Thy knowledge spread from sea to sca,
'Till every nation bou's to thee.

Then show thysel f  the pr ince ol 'peace
Make every hostile efforts cease;
All with thy sacred love inspire,
.\nd burn their chariots in the firc-.

In sunder break each uarlike spear;
Let  a l l  the Saviour 's  l iv ' ry  uear:
The universal Sabbath prove,
Ihe utmost rest of Clhrislian love.

Ihe world shall then no discord knou,
But hand in hand to Canaan go,
Jesus. the peaceful king, adore,
And learn thc art of \\'ar no more.

hymns come the following

of God.
\rVhene'cr its beauty I admire,
I ts  radiant  g lobe di rects me higher,
In silent praise thei/ point to thee,
All light, all e.ve, all majestyl

\\Iho his heavenly state suspended
And for man's atonement dy'd

By unnumbered hosts attended,
Rises to the Father's side;

Borne by angels
Back to his eternal throne.

v.  Grace unequal led!  Love unknoun!
Jesus lays aside his croun,
Clothes himself u,ith f'lesh and blood
Takes the manhood into God.

vi. From their Maker turned aside,
As in Adam all have died,
So whoe'er his grace receile,
Shall in Christ be made alive.

Fountain of never ceasing gracc,
Thy saints exhaustless theme,

Great object of immortal prarse.
Essentialli" supremc;

We bless thee for the glorious fruits
Th1- incarnation gives:

The  r i gh reousness  u  h i ch  g race  impu te : .
And laith alone receives.
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From among the numerous paraphrases of Psalms and other portions of
Scripture we select only the unique one the "Names of Christ, expressive
of his Offices, taken from various parts of Scripture" Para. 2.

6 )

i. Lou at th} fcct. O Christ, we fall,
Enabled to confess,

And call thee by the Holy Ghost,
The Lord our Righteousness.

i i .  ( iod over a l l  Inrmanucl  rc ignr.
\\'ith his grcat Farher one:

The brightness of his glory thou,
And partner of his thronc.

i i i .  Author and Fin isher of  fa i th,
In all that knou thl- name,

A lion to thy stubborn foes,
But to thy friends a lamb.

ir'. Sceptre of lsrael, Prince of Peace,
Immortal King of Kings:

The Sun of Righteousness, that shines
With heal ing in h is wings.

r .  The gi f t  of  God to fa l len man,
The Lord of  quick and dead:

A well of lit 'e to fainting souls,
And their sustaining bread.

t x .

We add but one more from the Epitaphs and Appendix.
"On the death of the Rev. R. 8."

i. Thrice happy they u'ho sleep in Ciod,
Securely wafted o'er the t'lood,

To Canaan's peacelul shore!
Whose lives werc as a daily' dcath,
Who ralked ui th God. and l ived bi ' '  fa i th,

And nou shall dic no nlorc.

Foundation of thy people's joy,
I  heir  pardon and their  res ' '

On earth our sacrifice for sin,
In heav'n our great High Priest.

The Lord of life who suftbr'd death
fhat  ue might  hcarcn regain:

The source of blessing, who on earth,
Was made a curse for man

\\'as poor that Adam's needy sons
Treasure in thee might find:

Repairer of thc dreadful breach,
Restorer of mankird.

Through thy desert a fallen racc
To Cod may gain access:

\\/ith thy fine linen deck our souls,
Thy perfect righteousness.

\\'ith that celestial robe endued,
We ev'ry foe defy:

On earth it shall our armour be,
C)ur glory in the sky.

Such gracious Lord, ne wish to be:
Such was our pastor, now with thee,

Our candlestick below.
A burning and a shin ing l ight ,
He lir.'cl awhile to bless our sight,

But shines in glory nou,.

vi

vil

Vi l l

Hebrews 9:22 "Without the shedding of blood is no remission".
Hebrews l1:6 "Without  fa i th  i t  is  impossib le to p lease God".
Hebrews l2:  l4  "Hol iness,  wi thout  which no man shal l  see the Lord"
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The Unfailing Refuge
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR ERNEST ROE

AT FENSTANTON, HUNTINGDON.
"The elernal God is thy Refuge, and underneqth are the everlasting

qrms: snd he shqll thrust out the enemy from be.fore thee; and shall say,
Destro.v lhem." Deut. 33:21 .

This i: thc prophetic blessing uttered by Moses the man of God who
blesses the children of Israel before his death, and the text points to the
time when they should find the Canaanites dispossessed of their land
and they (lsrael) become the possessor of the same. One reason why
God would dispossess the Canaanites of their land was because of their
idolatry, with all t ire fleshly sins that always attend the sin of idolatry, so
that God was just and right in turning them out of their land on the
ground of their iniquities. This is the blessing wherewith Moses blessed
the children of Israel. Moses could do no more than prophetically utter
it. It is not in you and me to bless another. If by blessing we just mean
wishing well to one another (and it wil l bear that construction) of course
that we can do, but to communicate blessing which effects something,
that is not in your hand nor mine. That comes from God. And is God
lagging behind Moses? Shall Moses express the wish to bless Israel and
the God of Moses lag behind? Oh no!

lsrael goes by the name of Jeshurun in the verse before my text.
"There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun." Jeshurun stands as a
collective term for the whole of the people of lsrael, and yet the strange
thing is it is recorded that "Jeshuran waxed fat, and kicked." (32:15)
What about that? Have you ever waxed fat and kicked? "Thou art
waxen fat; thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he
forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his
salvation." Well, we should have thought we would read of God
cursing them instead of blessing them. This is where we make the
mistake. We are always judging after our own apprehension of God.
God judges after His and His is infinitely different from ours. God
blesses Israel notwithstanding their fatness. By their fatness is meant
their rebell ion, their turning to idolatry. They waxed fat by reason of
prosperity and that never does anyone any good unless the blessing of
God goes with it. It is a hard thing to say but I think it is correct. As sure
as a child of God gets on in the world (as we call i t) in the accumulation
of wealth or gaining of position, he is in a dangerous spot. Prosperity'
may for a time blind them, lead their hearts away from God that has
brought them where they are, and God knows how to deal with them.
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He may thrash them with His rod, but it \\ ' i l l  not be "in anger, but from
His dear covenant love." In the sequel they shall prove that it has been
the right way, the best way, the safest way, the happiest way for them,
for even God's apparent crosses carry with them the kisses, the tokens
of the Father's love, "For whom He loveth He chasteneth."

Well, this is lsrael, Jeshurun-a kind of a pet name-we may say,
that God gave to His people. Now concerning them my tert tells us He
is their Refuge. "The eternal God is thy Refuge." All I could think
about before commencing this service was, "lf only God is this to
me-l want nothing more." I cannot mention a thing but what is
covered in these beautiful words. If God is my Refuge there is nothin-e I
want. I may imagine that there is much I want and if left l ike Jeshurun I
might get up to that sad business, but in reality, God being the Refuge
of  a poor  s inner ,  covers everyth ing-body and soul - t ime,
eternity-homc, work, business, everything is covered by it.

HOW CAN GOD BE MY REFUGE?
The second thought that has been with me in connection with it is

this. How can God be my Refuge? How can God be my Refuge?
"There is  none l ike unto the God of  Jeshurun Who r ideth upon the
heavens in thy help," Who can turn the heavens and the stars in their
courses to fight against Sisera, Who can rain hailstones from heaven to
vindicate His Name and to help His people. C--an He do this for me?
Will He do it for me? And we begin to look at ourselves and what can
we see in ourselves but a bundle of iniquity and perverseness since the
very day we were born. Can God be the Refu_se of such a one. And we
draw a very i l logical conclusion and say "No." Why not? If it is by
works then He cannot be our Refuge. If i t is the work of the individual
-No- but if i t is grace-thar wil l do it. Grace freely from the heart of
God without any outside interference on the part of the creature moving
Him to good wil l to bless a corrupt sinner with grace and favour. Well!
it is marvellous. Crace sparkles before the eyes of him who looks at the
text in this l ight, who, looking at himself, f inds he is a miserable failure,
and asks how can God be my Refuge? But grace is the answer and grace
shal l  have the pra ise of  i t .

It is true of God to say there is none like Him and there is no Refuge
like Him. "There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun," and there is
none like our Refuge. He is the Eternal God. "Before Me there was no
God formed, neither shall there be after Me. (lsaiah 43. v. 10) What a
majestic sweep! Looking at all the idols and gods that Israel had made
and worshipped He brushes them all aside and says, "None is before
Me-none shall be after Me." "I alone am the only eternal God from
the foundation of the world. and when the world ceases to be and
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thrcugh the cycles of eternity for evermore there wil l be no other God
but \,1e." This God our Refuge! The strange part is this, that this is the
Ciod ue have sinned against and He has provided that in Him which rs
the Refuge.

How can God be a Refuge? You wil l remember the six cit ies that were
appointed by God through Moses before Israel came to the Promised
Land-three cit ies this side of the Jordan and three cit ies the other side,
and they were to be cities of refuge to which if anyone accidentally (not
with malice or forethought, or evil intention) slew his brother, and the
revenger pursued, he could flee to one of these cities and there he could
abide unti l the death of the high priest, and on the death of the high
priest he could go out, and no-one could touch him. The death of the
high priest was the medium by which he was exempted from his sin and
guilt he had contracted. Precisely so. How can the Most High God be
my Refuge? Because His Son has paid the debt I owed. That is easily
spoken I know, but I do not feel to enter very much into it as I would
l ike to do.

What was the debt I owed? It can be looked at in two parts. There is
first the part of obedience. That was the debt I owed to God. I should
have obeyed Him. I ought to have obeyed Him. I was made with
strength to obey Him. He gave me a perfect nature, a mind, a soul and
affections in order for me to have obeyed God. I have not done it. I
cannot now do it. No, but the fact that I cannot does not lessen my
obligation to do it, because my inabil ity to do so has sprung from my
perverseness of old. Having lost the abil ity through my sin does not
render me the less l iable to the command of Cod to do it, but I cannot
do it now. God alone has provided the remedy-first-in that His Son
obeyed the law. Do not forget that! It will be a sheet anchor to your
faith when it gets assaulted by the enemy at times, when he comes to
you and points out to you where you have failed, unti l really and truly
you wil l get sunk almost in despair unless you have this that I am trying
to point out to you that Christ accepted my obligation to obey in every
detail, and He never failed. He was the sinner's Friend and not the least
in this He obeyed. "By the obedience of One shall many be made
righteous." (Romans 5, v. 19). So Christ by His obedience becomes the
Reluge in God for a sinner.

Now there is the second part of it, having regard to my inabil ity to
obey what is the position if I disobey? The penalty has to be paid. The
law has fixed what the penalty shall be. "The wages of sin is death,"
(Romans 6, v.23) not only the death of the body but death eternal,
separation from God for ever and ever. We know this is a subject hardly
touched upon nowadays. People are so good they do not want it; they
do not need it. T'hey wil l not believe it, but death wil l be an eye-opener if
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they die like that. They will find themselves face to face with a righteous
Judge Who wil l say, "Pay Me what thou owest," and they wil l have
nothing with which to pay, and what if He should say those dreadful
words, "Depart from Me, I never knew you." What becomes of the
modern religion that is put forth today as the cure for every evil?
Nothing. Ah! this is it, Christ paid the penalty. This is the inner meaning
of the reason for His atoning death. It was to glorify God, to magnify
His law and justice in the remission of sins. It was to give the
opportunity (l use that term very reverently for the sake of a better) for
God to pardon iniquity and blot out all trespasses against His law
righteously and honourably. It could not be done in any other way and
so, by obedience rendered and by suffering the penalty due to the
disobedience, He became the Refuge of sinners.

"Lord, Thou hast been our dwell ing place in all generations," (Psalm
90, v. l) from one generation to another as I think it might be rendered.
So God in Christ has been the Refuge of His dear people from Adam
onwards. Old Testament believers looked on God in Christ as the Christ
that was to come as the Atoner, and they entered heaven, if I may say
so, on credit, on the strength of what the Redeemer would do in the
fulness of time, and He hus come and He ftas done it, and New
Testament believers join heart and hand with the Old Testament
believers and they say, "Where you look, we look; you look at God in
Christ, we look at the same. He was yoar Refuge, He has taken you
home and the same God in Christ wil l take as home. "Lord, Thou hast
been our dwell ing place from one generation to another." Thou hast
been the dwell ing place, the home, the habitation of Thy people. It is
nice to have a home. Grace built i t, grace provided it, Christ invites us
to it, and He keeps an open door in this beautiful house, and all the
subjects of it adore the grace that has given it.

There is just one word more here and that is in Psalm 143, v. 9 where
the Psalmist says, "I f lee unto Thee to hide nre." We may talk, and
rightly should, of God being the Refuge, but have I got Him? That is
the point. Is He mine? Has my heart f led to Him? Has He taken me in?
That's the point. Let people say what they wil l, you cannot l ive and die
on a kind of wholesale religion. You must have a personal and
individual one. Says the Psalmist, "My soul f lees unto Thee to hide
me." Cannot some of you remember the time when you were first put
upon this road, the sense of danger quickening your heart? You may
have been but a child. I was reading quite recently out of a "Gleaner"

nearly one hundred years old a story of a l itt le girl thirteen years of age.
She eventually died, but oh the piteous cries of that child that the Lord
would look upon her, take her in, open the door of His mercy. Those
around tried to encourage her, but "No" she said, "lt is not for me. He
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\\on't take me in." You cannot help loving a childlike simplicity l ike
that I I knou there are some hide-bound folk who would laugh at such a
thin-e. I dare not. I would rather cry over it in having fellowship with it.
They' said to her, "Will you when the end comes let us know if you are
happy?" and as best she could she said she would. Until almost the end
she could not think that He would take her in. They kept tell ing her He
would. At last the end came and they asked her if she was happy and, as
best she could she said, "Yes, yes, yes, yes," repeatedly unti l the end
came. I can bless God for the record of that account. Does it not touch
your heart? What if we are older, what are we like now? Do we not
often feel that He wil l not take us in? I do. We ask that He should, but
we fear whether []e wil l, and why? On the same ground as that l i tt le
girl, sinnership frightens us. In a way it is a good thing it does because
we do not want to think of sin l ightly and fl ippantly, but, the grace of
God is more than abundant. Do you then remember your early years
when exercises sprang up, and dissatisfaction with yourself and with the
world and the company you then kept? Oh the objections you then had
to the Word of God and the house of God, but the case is so different.
Oh ! to be one of the children of Cod ! You may have had a godly father
and mother whose memory is blessed-if their religion was right and it
took them to heaven, as you believe it did, where are you and where am
I? We hope on the same road.

It wil l also take in another aspect of the matter as a Refuge from
external troubles, but I have dealt with the first and chief that is the
most important-there is no other trouble comparatively speaking. We
often reverse that order and our l i tt le pettifogging troubles of the day by
day l ife-we put them up as if they were the most important-' i f only I
could get out of this!'well-if you did, it would not take you one step
nearer eternal security.

"If sin be pardoned I'm secure
Death has no sting beside,

The law gave sin its damning power,
But Christ my Ransom died."

The dear soul that can say that, whether young or old, has more than
flesh and blood can give him.

"Underneath are the everlasting arms." Here is support, comfort and
strength. 'How can I stand up a day longer you may be saying?" You
will because the everlasting arms wil l be there. We do not always feel
them, and do you know why? Because you are not down /ow enough.
"Underneath" right at the bottom, are the everlasting arms, and you
have to go down to feel them and that is what we do not l ike. We like to
keep up; that is only natural. No, my godly hearer, it is when you are
down and out and have not a scrap of anything to rest upon that you



The Gospel MagaTine 9l

feel the everlasting arms of a divine Father there to support you. His
arms can bear the weight. You have only to think of the different cases
recorded in the Bible of His people that have been in extraordinary deep
need, but they have always come out and why? He was there.

"Let not thy heart despond and say
How shall I stand the trying day?

He has enga-ued by firm decree
That as thy days thy strength shall be."

I remember that verse, in fact the whole of that hymn, in the year
193 l. I was down and out, could only find comfort, as it were, in tears.
That hymn kept on talking to me and I kept talking back to that, and, if
I may say so, I seemed to talk myself out of the hole in which I had
sunk. He does work a way out of our diff iculties, a way of
escape-blessed be God! Some of you may have an extraordiuary path
to tread. You have not heard of any other precisely the same as yours,
and you may have some justif ication for saying that yours is a solitary,
exceptional case. Well, be it so, our God is an exceptional God. God is
the One who can turn the world upside down and inside out in a
moment, and He would do that if i t was needed in order to help one of
His people out of the horrible pit in which they are. "Underneath are
the everlasting arms."

"And He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee." That, as I
said at the beginning, refers to the Canaanites. Without touching
outside enemies we have enough to do with those inside. What can you
do with the devil? I knou' he is laughed at. Jokes are made about him
stil l ; in the religious world he has become a nonentity for the greater
part. He is not dead. He is sti l l  the adversary of His people and I believe
he acts adversely to them many a time when they have no idea that it is
he doing it. Can you thrust him out? No. We read of Luther throwing
the inkpot at the devil scaring him out of his study. Well. that might be
all r ight for Luther but it does not act for some of us. "The Lord
rebuke thee,  O Satan."  'Thrust ' them out- they do not  go out  gent ly .
Noth ing but  God's omnipotence can turn out  the enemies of  the soul ,
"And He shall say, Destroy them."

"The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." (l Corinthians 15,
v. 26) Death, which causes the dissolution of the body, the separation of
body and soul and with everything in a certain sense. Never again shall
the soul be united to the body as it is in its present state. What wil l
happen to the body of the child of God? lt wil l be clothed with
immortality. We read in I Timothy 6, v. 16 "God Who only hath
immortality." He only has it in the sense that no-one ever gave it to Him
because there is none else beside Him. He has it underived. It is essential
to Him . to be a God of immortalitv. a God of deathlessness. " l am alive
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tor er ermore," (Rev. l :18) and our bodies in the resurrection
morn wil l be l ike that- clothed with immortality, deathlessness. I say,
that wil l be the destruction of death. "O death where is thy sting? O
grave where is thy victory?" (l Corinthians 15, v. 55)."The eternal God
is thy Refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms."

May God bless His own Word, Amen.

Bishop f). A. Thompson
Donald Argyle Thomson was born on September 26th, 1896, at

Portsmouth. He came of a naval family and seemed likely to follow
that profession. Nevertheless, having been brought into a saving
knowledge of Christ on June 27th, 1911 , he was led to enter the
ministry. He was a churchman by conviction, but, owing to the rising
sacerdotal movement in the Established Church, he preferred to enter
the Free Church of England. He served churches at Exmouth, Walsall
and Teddington before undertaking a pioneering work at Bexhill-on-
Sea in 1924, resulting in the opening of St. Paul's Church. In 1928 he
started a training scheme for ordination students in his own home. In
1936, largely through Thompson's init iative and generosity, The Bishop
Cummins Memorial College was opened at Putney and he was
appointed Principal. He was consecrated to the episcopate in 1938, but,
in 1942, he felt impelled to withdraw from the denomination "after

much prayer and also not without much pain". He regretted changes in
the denomination and his leaving was for conscience' sake.

This action by no means meant the end of his service for the Kingdom
of God. His residence at "Turret House", Feltham, Bognor Regis,
become the centre of much spiritual work. Here he opened a Bible
Museum, which was visited by many a church group, who, also
profited by his lectures, i l lustrated by unique models of Jerusalem, its
Temple and the high priest. He also conducted services on the Lord's
Day in the chapel in his home; these were appreciated by a number of
local residents. His interests were wide, supporting such organisations
as the Bolivian Indian Mission (of which he was Chairman), The
English Churchman, The Lord's Day Observance Society, Messianic
Testimony, Protestant Truth Society, Protestant Alliance, Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony, Trinitarian Bible Society, and the Bible
League, of which he was Chairman and Editor of its Quarterly.

The ecumenical movement caused him much concern. He supported
the International Council of Christian Churches, travell ing widely in its
interests in Europe, the Middle East, India, Singapore, Australia and
the United States. He init iated the English Consultative Committee of
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the I.C.C.C. and was its Chairman. Following severance from the
I.C.C.C., he-with others-formed the Bible Christian Unity
Fellowship which for some years continued the witness for Scriptural
Unity as opposed to the all-embracing World Council of Churches. He
published many of his scholarly writ ings through the B.C.U.F., which
also established a Relief and Refugee Fund to assist Bible-believing
Christians in need.

His charitable concern led him, in 1959, to set up the Banister
Cranmer Charitable Trust with a substantial capital fund provided by
him. Many a charitable and Christian cause has benefitted therefrom.
He later moved to Weybridge and then Walton-on-Thames from which
residences he continued his witness until age and infirmity compelled
him gradually to reduce his commitments.

In all his later labours his wife Doris supported him loyally and
enabled their home to give much appreciated hospitality to many of the
Lord's servants from far and near.

Firmly though he stood for the Protestant Reformed Faith against
Romanism, ecumenism and all manner of error, thus involving much
controversy, he showed the Christian graces of sweet concern for
others, of quiet generosit.v, and complete absence of bitterness in
hurtful circumstances. His supreme love was for his Lord into Whose
immediate Presence he passed on 2nd January, 1984 after a long period
of distressing weakness, thus to join the multitude around the Throne
of the Lamb. The memory of him wil l remain fragrant in the minds of
all who knew him and worked r.r ' i th him.

H . J . W . L .

BOOK REVIEWS
The Intercession of Rees Howells. Doris M. Ruscoe. Lutterworth
Press l25pp. f,1.95.

This is a remarkable book. In 1952 an outl ine of the l ife and work of
Rees Howells was published by Norman Crubb. This book by Doris
Ruscoe deals in some greater detail with Rees Howell 's ministry of
intercession.

The first part consists of personal reminiscences of Rees Howell
during the years l933- 1950 when he was Director of the Bible College of
Wales at Swansea. It records his spiritual pilgrimage and in particular
his call from God to engage in a deep and costly ministry of
intercession, a ministry which embraced not only the college and the
school for missionaries'children, but also the great concern he had for
the worldwide spread of the C'iospel.
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Rcc:  Ho$cl ls  r ie$ed Hi t ler 's  r ise to power as a d i rect  threat  to  wor ld
erangel isatron and the per iod of  the second wor ld war is  deal t  wi th in
sonre detail. The author records many amazing answers to prayer e.g.
the Brit ish Army's escape at Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain, the siege of
Stalingrad and D-Day in 1944.In a wonderful way the college property
was protected and the missionaries' children during the air raids in
1941 . Rees Howells intercession reached out to China and to the Jews in
their terrible affl ictions. He and those in the college who joined with
him in prayer kneu' themselves to be engaged in a mighty spiritual
conll ict in the heavenlies, but, as the author says, "as we look back on
those years we see the hand of God at work in crisis after crisis and He
guided and directed our prayers and gave us the assurance of victory".

The second part of the book contains a selection of Bible talks given
at college meetings and elsewhere on Life in the Spirit, Principles of
Intercession, Testing in the Faith and Great Intercessors of the Bible.
These reveal a man of great faith and prayer. Most Christians reach
only the foothil ls but Rees Howells had ascended the mount with God.
He was deeply taught in the Word, daily drawing fresh inspiration from
its pages. It is interesting to learn that "he needed a fresh copy ol the
Bible every year, usually at Christmas time and by the following
November its pages were becoming loosed and worn with constant
use".'Ihis 

is a book to be read for both information and inspiration.

E . A . S .

The Association for the Free Distribution
of the Scriptures

founded 1871

What is your share in this much blessed work?
The prayerful gifts of the Lord's people

are earnestlv invited.
-send s.a.e.  for  NEWSLETTER

Rev. John Goss, M.A., Dip. Th., 26, Elmgrove Road,
Topsham. Devon, EX3 OEO.
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MINISTRY

B U X T O N ,  D e r b y " s h i r e .  T r i n i t y
Church  (Hardu ick  Mount ) .  Sundays
l l  am and 6 .30  pm.  S imple  Prayer
Book services and Bible ministry. Rev.
Maurice Handfbrd.

On ho l iday  in  EASTBOURNE?
Worship at Cavendish Place Chapel;
Evangelical-- lndependent; Sundays:
l l  &  6 .3 t ) ;  Tuesdays  7 .15 .  V is i t ing
Ministers.

WATTISHAM CHAPEL. Suffolk.
Evangelical and Reformed Services
each LORD's  DAY 10.45 :  2 .30 :  6 .30 .
Metrical Psalms and hymns. A.V.
on ly  used.  Min is te r ' s  te lephone
Bildeston 740236.

HOLIDAYS

LONDON. Bed and breakfast at f8
per night in comfortable family home,
f ive miles from Central London. Tel:
788 0898.

T Y W Y N ,  G w y n e d d .  T r a d y d d a n
Christ ian Guest House ori  the Mid-
W a l e s  c o a s t  n e a r  b e a c h  a n d
mountains. We welcome individuals.
families and small parties. Evangelical
services at the Dovecote Chapel. SAE
for brochure to Mr. and Mrs. Hughes.
Phone 0654 710383.

SCOTTISH WEST HIGHLANDS.
Near Fort Wil l iam. Small  select si te:
modern 6-berth caravans with luxury
s e r v i c e s ;  u n r i v a l l e d  s c e n e r y .
Evangelical churches in area. Fraser,
Cross Cottage Caravan Site, l9 North
Ba l lachu l i sh .  Phone:  08553-335.

SOUTHWOI.D.  Convcn ien t  tami ly
house one ntinute l ' rom the beach in
th is  lovc ly  l i t t le  Su i fo lk  town.  Deta i l s :
Hi l l ,  34 Morley Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk, NR26 8JE. Tel. Sheringham
824965.

ULLAPOOL area. N.W. Highlands.
Privately situated house in peaceful
sur round ings .  Cen l ra l  fo r  tour ing .
Three miles from sea. Lord's Day
must be respected.-Mrs. L Renwick,
Inverbroom, Lochbroom, Ross-shire.
Tel: 085 485 209.

PUBTICATIONS

THE TENDER GRAPE: A monthly
magazine designed to interest children
in the Scriptures that are able to make
them wise unto salvation. Annual
subscript ion f3.30p from The Editor,
82 High Street, Knaphil l ,  Woking,
Surrey, GU2l 2PZ.

Over a number of years short stories
for young people appeared in "The

Gospe l  Magaz ine" .  They  were
contr ibuted by Damaris, whose own
work and "G.M." support in a West
Country city extends over a long
period; and whose family name is
known in Christian circles the world
over.

A collection of these stories entitled
"The Book on the Window-si l l"  was
published by "The Gospel Magazine"
some years ago. There has been a call
for the re-publication of this volume,
and arrangements are in hand to
secure this. More detai ls wi l l  be
announced in  due course .

A reader from British Columbia
wrote in January this year. " l  hope
you obtained the copies needed of
"The Book on the Window-si l l"  by
Damaris. Many a t ime we read i t  to
our four sons; and i t  is one book I
hope to read to my grandchildren... ."

Please tell others about The Gospel
Magazine. We are always pleosed to
send free specimen copies to those
who mieht become regular readers.


