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Editorial

'*{g

,I wonder if you have ever considered the wealth that is ours in Christ?
The Apostle Paul writing to the believers at corinth r"yr ,,in-.*rytr,ing
you are enriched in Him" (1. cor. l:5). Grace, the apostle maintains,
does not only save - it also enriches or makes wealthy. we are blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in chrisi. nauii exctaims"oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up io, tt"n'1nut
fear  Thee" (Ps.  3 l :19) .

__ In another place Paul speaks of the "unsearchable riches of Christ',.
The wealth that is in christ is a wealth that cannot be fully fathomed; it
is inexhaustible. The Lord Jesus has been dispensing theivealth of His
grace throughout the centuries, but it is sti l l  unexharisted; it never fails.
John Newton put it l ike this:

"My never-fail ing treasury, f i l led
With boundless stores of grace". ;

The Lord Jesus has been exalted to the Father's right hand in heaveh
in order to bestow the blessings of the Gospel. His wealth is available to
all the people of God. However helpless *'. .ay feel, there is grace and
strength available to us. It is written "they that seek the Lord shall not
want any good thing" (ps. 34:10).

Is it not remarkable. however, that we become rich through the
earthly poverty of Christ? The Apostle, in a moving passage, ,ui, ,.y.
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, thoulh He ias .ictr, yet
for your sakes He became poor, that ye through H[ pouerty mllti Ue
rich". No wonder that paur exclaimed "thanks be to God r& His
unspeakable gift". Every gift which God gives stands related to His
Son' It is "with Him" He gives alr else. (Rom g:32) when coa gaue His
Son, He gave us a storehouse in which are contained treasurJs which
can never be exhausted.

How rich believers are in Christ! yet how few realise their true
wealth, and possess their pbssessions. In christ God has made ou.i to
the believer great spiritual wealth. without Christ and apart from Him
we have nothing. In Him there is everything that is needed for our
support and consolation in our earthly pilgrimage.

"O chi ld  of  God!  O g lory 's  hei r !
How r ich a lo t  is  th ine!"

i l

(H. F. Lyte)
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Barnabas
There is no more attractive character in the New Testament than

Barnabas. It is said of him that he was "a good man, and full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith" (Acts ll:24). He did not possess the
intellectual gifts of Paul, nor the eloquence of Apollos, but he was a
man of great spiritual insight. His greatness, however, is not always
recognised, partly no doubt, because he is somewhat overshadowed bv
the Apostle Paul.

Barnabas originated from Cyprus, an island in the Mediterranean.
He was a man of some substance, but was wonderfully detached from
earthly things. He sold his property and gave away the proceeds. He
stands in marked contrast to Ananias and Sapphira who acted with
duplicity resulting in dire consequences. Barnabas regarded himself as a
steward rather than an outright owner. The first glimpse we have of this
man is that of one exercising his stewardship - a man of generous
sympathies, large-hearted and self-effacing. His private interests u'ere
secondary to the cause of Christ. He was a selected labourer (see Acts
l3:2) and exercised an effective two fold ministry, that of consolation
and exhortation.

A Ministry of Consolation
His original name was Joses. but he was called Barnabas, "the son of

consolation" (Acts 4:36). Evidently the early church found in him a
special source of strength and encouragement. He was constantly
encouraging others, he always had a word of cheer for those with shom
he came into contact. He gave himself freely to others. He put new
heart into the struggling Christian community; he radiated confidence.
There is a great need today for a ministry of encouragement. We are
often surrounded by lonely, aching and sometimes broken hearts. We
are to comfort others with the comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God (2. Cor. l. 4)

Barnabas stood sponsor for the newly converted Saul of Tarsus. The
Christians in Jerusalem were understandably afraid of Saul; the
memories of the persecution he instigated were still fresh in their minds.
They wondered if he were a wolf in sheep's clothing - was the story of
his conversion on the Damascus road a confidence trick? Barnabas
alone held out the right hand to him and vouched for the reality of
Saul's change of heart. He staked everything - his own good name and
influence on the sincerity and reality of Saul's conversion.

Augustine said that if Stephen had not prayed Paul would not have
preached. It is also true, humanly speaking, that if Barnabas had not
stood sponsor for Paul things may well have been very different.
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criff i th Thomas says that Barnabas was "the right man for smoothing
corners". He was the first man who opened his heart and his home to
Saul when all Jerusalem kept him at more than arms leneth.

A Ministry of Erhortation

Barnabas was sent by the church in Jerusalem to Antioch in Syria at a
time when "a great number believed and turned unto the Lord".
Barnabas, when he saw evidence of a work of grace .,was glad and
exhorted them all that with purpose of heart they would cleaveinto the
Lord" (Acts I l:23). He encouraged the new converts to be out and out,
to be solid, steadfast believers, to look constantly unto Jesus. He was
able to rejoice in a work that was not his own, i i takes a good man to
rejoice in the success of others. He was sent from Jerusalim simply to
see what God had wrought.

Later on we find him in Antioch in pisidia, again exercising a
ministry of encouragement "he persuaded them to continue in the giace
of God" Acts l3:43. He was undoubtedly a spiritual leader of the rirst
order. we find Barnabas in a joint ministiy with paul ar Lystra.
Iconium and Antioch "confirming the souis of the disciples and
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts l4: 21,22)"He was a good man" (Acts 11.24). No greater thing can be said of
anyone. We cannot all be great but, by the grace of God, we can be
good. Barnabas was not a lover of pre-eminence. He was in the work of
the Gospel before Paul, but he did not resent the fact that before long
Paul was to take the lead, and was prepared to work wholeheartedly
with him. His goodness is shown by his response to what he saw in
Antioch, when he "had seen the grace of God, was glad". He saw souls
being saved, lives transformed and the grace of God in action. A sood
man wil l always look for what Cod is doing. ,,He was glad" and
rejoiced, though he had had no part in the work there. Aie we glad
when someone else is made the instrument to Cod,s oower?

Barnabas could see the best in others. when paui refused to take
John Mark on further travels because of his temporary failure,
Barnabas gave Mark a second chance. Barnabas was as devoted as ever
to Paul, but he had a more sympathetic understanding of Mark's
human frailty. while we can never set too high a standard for ourselves,
yet we should be compassionate to those who fail.

Mark had shivered with apprehension., his courage failed and he
retracted. Barnabas sti l l  trusted Mark and his trust was justif ied. It is
instructive to note that Peter came to love Mark ( L pet. i: I 3) and paul
ultimately grew to recommend him (see Col 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:l l)

L -
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Barnabas \\ 'as one of the choicest saints of the early church. He was a
gracious personalit l '  and a man of generous disposition who lived above
petty narro\\ 'ness. He \\ 'as, too, a man of large heart who encouraged
those u'ho failed. His storf is an inspiration to all who read it.

The need of today is for more men and women who are full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith. This was the secret of Barnabas'ministry.
Natural gifts are insufficient, we need the gifts and graces of the Holy
Spirit.

Hope Deferred

M.H.

' . J !

W. J. McDOWELL (Studies in the Life of Joseph (4))

When Joseph was unjustly put into prison by Potiphar he must have
felt very despondent. He had done what he knew was right in refusing
the immoral advances of a wicked woman, but his req ards u'ere slander
and imprisonment. The fulfilment of his youthful dreams seemed to
recede farther and farther away. He was experiencing the truth of the
proverb (not yet written) "hope deferred maketh the hean sick (Prov'

I3: 12 ).

Consider HIS CIRCUMSTANCES in prison. In his short life,
Joseph had suffered greatly from injustices. Now he is being punished
for a sin which he did not commit, but abhorred. He could have said:
"Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in
innocency" (Ps. 73 : I 3).

He had seen much of the instability of human affairs. Favoured by
his father, Jacob, he had been degraded by his brothers' actions into a
slave. He h'ad enjoyed Potiphar's approval for a time, npw he was
suffering from his unjust anger. He saw two of Pharaoh's chief officers
imprisoned, and then one restored to his office, and the other executed
in disgraceful circumstances. He appealed to the chief butler to bring
his case before the king, but for two full years that officer forgot all
about him. His imprisonment lasted for possibly 4 or 5 years, and a
long time after a Psalmist wrote of him: "he was laid in iron" /Ps-
t05:t7-t9). The AV Margin informs us that the Hebrew reads: "his

soul came into iron". Dr J. A. Alexander says the words "suggest the
idea of intimate and heartfelt suffering".

Such grievous experience might have made Joseph discontended and
gloomy, or, outrageously wicked, saying: "ls there knosledge in the
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most High?" (Ps. 73:l l), or, ,,Who is the Lord, that I should obev his
voice?" (Exod. 5:2).

Look now at HIS CONDUCT in the circumstances. we cannot iudee
Joseph's react ions to h is  pr ison surroundings by any psalm hc *ro i . ,6 t
by any prayer that he offered; we have no record of such. But we have
some account of his conduct and outlook during these long, trying
years.

He appears to have been cheerful and agreeable. If he had been sulky
and qruculent he would not have been put in charge of the prison by the
keeper. He was sympathetic towards his fellow prisoners in iheir
troubles. "Wherefore look ye so sadly today?" he inquired from
Pharoah's officers when they were greatly upset by their dreams. He
retained his faith in God's interest in human affairs. ' ,Do not
interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams" he said.

Joseph listened to their dreams, and God gave him the true
interpretation, and two years later the butler remembered his accurare
explanation, and recommended him to pharaoh with the resuli rhat
Joseph was liberated, and promoted to the highest office in the land.

Not only did his faith preserve his cheerfulness and kindness in the
dark days of his trials; in the workings of God's providence these things
were the means of his release. Dr W. M. Taylor is worth quoting: ,,We
cannot but feel that in this faith of his we irave the secret of J6seoh's
greatness. Many a man, having had his experience of dreams, would
have said to these prisoners. 'Think no more about them; they are mere
delusions. I too have had my dreams; and once they seemed to me
prophetic, but they have only mocked me, and it wil l be the same with
you'... But not thus did he speak to the two heartstricken caDtives:
and in of fer ing to become the in terpreter  of  thei r  dreams he' takes
another step towards the fulf i lment of his own. Had he ridiculed their
visions, then, so far as we can see, he might have remained in the prison
ti l l  his death; but by the course he took, inspired as that was by faith in
God, he showed that he sti l l  regarded his own visions as fuil of Divine
significance, and took the way that led.to their verification".

Faith has enabled men to do wonders, to subdue kingdoms, to stop
the mouths of l ions, and to quench the violence of the fire; it has also
enabled others to endure patiently, to be cheerful in adversity, and to
run with patience the race set before them.

Joseph's faith was based on God,s revelation - his dreams, and on
his knowledge of God's dealings with his ancestors. He had heard, no
doubt, from his grandfather, Isaac, how he had to wait for 20 years
before Esau and Jacob were born, and how thaf for 25 years
Abraham's faith had been tested before he rejoiced in the birth of fsaac.

53
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In the Bible we have many exceeding great and precious promises,
and many records of Cod's dealings with other men written for our
learning. Joseph's faith is worth imitating, and its support - God's
word to men -  is  s t i l l  wi th us.  

: { -
We should also notice Joseph's faithful dealings with HIS'

COMPANIONS. The chief butler and the chief baker, were informed
about their future by Joseph's faithful interpretation of their dreams.
He had very good news for the butler: "You will bb restored to your
position, and to its honours". But he had bad news for the baker: "You

will be hanged, and your body wil l be left to be devoured by the birds".
If Joseph, in mistaken kindness, had deceived the baker with some
unfounded optimistic prospects, it would not only have been cruel - it
would also have undermined the butler's confidence in him, and
possibly hindered his being brought before Pharaoh.

How wrong and foolish it is to preach the glories of heaven, and not
warn of the torments of hell. We get our information about heaven
from the same book that reveals the awful reality of hell. As Bishop
Ryle expresses it: "If heaven is very near to the believer, hell must be
very near to the unbeliever. The greater the mercy that the Lord Jesus
offers, the greater will be the guilt of those who neglect and reject it".
Let faith in the bad news that "the wages of sin is death" drive us to
believe the good news that "the gift of Cod is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord".

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

IT IS U RITTEN

Do you remember learning to write your name? It seemed very
difficult at first but gradually you were able easily to form each letter in
turn, and eventually you could write your name almost without
thinking. Learning to form your name was the first step in learning to
write and read. Learning to write was a very important part of your
education. That is how you communicate your ideas to your teacher or
others. When you write you can tell your friends all your news; you can
apply for a job or make a list to help you remember your shopping, and
many other things besides.
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God gave a written message to us all. When Moses came down from
Mount Sinai, he had with him two slabs of stone with the ten
commandments written by the finger of God. Not only did God speak
the words to Moses but he also wrote the words, in order that Moses
would teach them to the people, (Ex 24.12) and to you and me too.

Not only the ten commandments, but the whole word of God has
been written for us. Why has God's word been written? you will find a
clear answer to this in John's Gospel. ,,These are written that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name", 20:31.

The Lord Jesus shows us how to make good use of the written word
of God. For forty days He was in the wilderness being tempted by the
devil. Each time Satan tempted him, HE replied with the words ,,It is
written" and then quoted a verse from the Scriptures. When we are
tempted to do wrong, we should follow Jesus's example, and remember
what has been written in God's word.

You probably use a pencil or pen and paper to write your stories or
letters. Eighty years ago school boys and school girls would use a slare
and chalk to learn how to write. If a mistake was made, a damp rag
would soon wipe the slate clean.

Recently I visited the British Library in London. One of the
interesting exhibits told the story of the history of writing. There were
beautiful glass cases with a great variety of writing materials used
through the ages. There was some writing on a piece of bone written in
China 3500 years ago. That writing still survived and its message is still
being passed on to those who can read it.

A Greek man had written on a piece of broken pottery nineteen
hundred years ago. The bark of a tree, bamboo and a palm leaf: had all
been used at one time to carry a message.

Many other materials were shown - like ivory, silver, leather to
name only a few.

I saw part of the book of Esther written in Hebrew on parchment and
part of an Egyptian Bible written on papyrus.

God's law has been written for us on books of paper: But God says
of his own people "I wil l put my laws into their minds and write them in
their hearts" (Heb. 8.10.). If God's law is written on our hearts, that
means we love his law and obey it, looking to Jesus for help. The Bible
tells us that when we have God's law written in our hearts, so we shall
find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.
(Prov.  3.4. ) .

Quiz
l. Where was the message written to Belshazzar at his feast? (Daniel

5. s) .
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2. What did Jesus use to write, after the Pharisees brought a woman
taken in adultery to him? (John 8.6).

3. What message did Pilate write and put above Jesus' cross? (John
19 .  l 9 ) .

4. What did Baruch use to write Jeremiah's words? (Jeremiah 36.18).

5. What did Zacharias write on the writing table? (Luke 1.63).

6. What were the children of Israel to write on the posts of their house
and on their gates? (Deut. 6.9).

7. Who was the scribe who wrote the book of Romans for Paul?
(Romans. 16,2D.

8. Where were the children of Israel told to write the law of God, after
they had passed over Jordan into the promised land? (Deut. 27.2 &
3 ) .

Bernard Palissy,
The Huguenot Potter,

1510-1589
FRANCIS COXON

Bernard Palissy was born about the year 1510, at La Chapelle Biron,
a village in Perigord, where his father brought him up to his own trade
of a glazier. As a boy he was naturally quick and ingenious, with a taste
for drawing, designing, and decoration, which he turned to account in
paintihg on glass, and decorating images for the vil lage churches in his
neighbourhood.

I. TRAVELS AND DISCOVERY OF THE BIBLE
Desirous of improving himself at the same time that he earned his

living, he resolved on travell ing into other districts and countries. So
soon as his term of apprenticeship had expired, he set out, at about the
age of twenty-one. He first went into the country adjacent to the
Pyrenees. After settling for a time in the High Pyrenees, he proceeded
northward, through Languedoc, Dauphiny, part of Switzerland,
Alsace, Luxemburg, and the provinces of the Lower Rhine, to
Ardennes and Flanders. Palissy's line of travel lay precisely through the
provinces in which the people had been most deeply moved by the
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recent revolt of Luther from Rome. In l5l7 Luther had publicly
denounced the open sale of indulgences by the profligate monk retzei,
and affixed his celebrated propositions to the outer pillar of the great
church at wittemberg. In 1518, Luther appeared, under the safe
conduct of the Elector of Saxony, before the pope's legate at Augsburg;
and in 1520 publicly burned the pope's bull at wirtemberg, amidst the
acclamations of the people. It would be shortly after this time that he
passed through such awakened provinces. Among the many things
which Palissy learned in the course of his travels, was the art of reading
printed books, and one of the books which he learned to read, and most
prized, was the Bible. It was necessarily read in secret, as the ban of the
papacy was upon it; but the prohibit ion was disregarded, and probably
gave even an additional zest to the study of .,The Forbidden Book."

II. RETURN TO FRANCE
Palissy returned to France in 1539, at a time when persecution was

rife; when printing had been suppressed by royal edict; when the
reading of the Bible was prohibited on pain of death; and when mari
were being burned alive for reading and being led into the way of dir irrc.
truth. Palissy proceeded to the remote district of Saintonge, in the
south-west corner of France. Here he married and some years later
settled at Saintes. while also struggling with poverty, he disiovered an
enamelled cup of Italian manufacture, of great beauty, which he had no
sooner seen, than he desired to imitate. He built furnace after furnace,
and made experiments with them time and again, only to end in failure.
At last, after frequent experiments, the heat melted the enamel; for,
when the common clay jars, which had been put in brown, were taken
out after the furnace had cooled, they were found covered with the
white glaze of which he had been so long in search. By this time,
however, he had become reduced to a state of the greatest poverty. In
the midst of great distress, he found comfort in recalling to-mind iuch
passages of the Bible as he carried in his memory and which from time
to time, proved to be encouragement and consolation. ,,you will thus
observe," he afterwards wrote, "the goodness of God to me: when I
was in the depth of suffering because of my art, He consoled me with
His Gospel; and when I have been exposed to trials because of the
Gospel, then it has been with my art that He has consoled me." When
wandering in the fields about Saintes, at the time of his greatest
troubles, Palissy's attention was wont to be diverted from his own
sorrows by the wonderful beauty and infinite variety of nature. ,,When
I contemplated these things", says palissy, ,,1 have fallen upon my face,
and, adoring God, cried to Him in spirit, ,What is man that Thou art
mindful of him? Not to us, Lord, not us, but to Thy name be the
honour and the glory."'
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III. THE REFORMED CHURCH AT SAINTES
Palissy was one of the earliest preachers of the Reformed Church in

the town of Saintes, if he was not indeed its founder. Though too poor
himself to possess a copy of the Bible, Palissy had often heard it read by
others as well as read it himself while on his travels, and his retentive
memory enabled him to carry many of its striking passages in his mind,
which he was accustomed to reproduce in his ordinary speech. He also
contrived to obtain many written extracts from the Old and New
Testaments, for the purpose of reading them to others, and they formed
the texts from which he exhorted his fellow gospellers. In one of his
earliest works, he gives an account of the origin of the movement. There
is no doubt that he himself is the principal character in what he
described.

"Some time before this," says Palissy, writ ing of the year 1557,
"there was in this town a certain artizan, poor and miserable to the last
degree, who had so great a desire for the advancement of the Gospel,
that he spake of it one day to another artizan as poor as himself, and
who knew as little of it as he did, for both knew scarcely anything.
Neverthless, the one urged upon the other, that if he would but engage
to make some sort of exhortation, great benefit might arise from it; and
though this last felt himself to be utterly destitute of knou'ledge, the
advice gave him courage. So, some days later, he drew together one
Sabbath morning some nine or ten persons, and seeing that he was
badly instructed in letters, he had extracted several passages from the
Old and New Testament ,  having put  them in wr i t ing. . . . . . . .  Now al l
these things-were done in accordance with the good example, counsel,
and doctrine of the worthy Philebert Hamelin."

Philebert Hamelin was one of those agents, who, at the instigation of
Calvin, travelled through France, preaching the Gospel, reading the
scriptures, preaching the word and exhorting, and endeavouring to
provide for the establishment of a gospel ministry. He had joined the
Calvinist Church at Geneva, where he learned the art of printing, and
proceeded to set up a press for the purpose of printing bibles, and
frequently visited Saintes, where he had several friends and disciples, of
whom Palissy was one. It was the last visit of Hamelin's to Saintes,
when the circumstances having come to the ears of the Bishop of
Saintes, he required the magistrates to pursue and apprehend Hamelin,
who arrested him, and lodged him in the common gaol. Palissy
remonstrated, at the peril of own life, however, of no avail. Hamelin
was sent to Bordeaux, where he was tried and sentenced to death, and
- to use Palissy's words - "hanged like a common thief," in the year

1557. It is of relevant interest when we recall that the Order of the
Jesuits was founded in 1534, and in 1540 the Order of the Jesuits was
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recognised by Rome, and established by papal Buil. The infamous
society early took root in France, where it was introduced by cardinal
de Lorraine, and it shortly acquired almost supreme influence in the
state. They were vigilant sentinels, watching night and day over the
interests of Rome. One of the first works to which they applied
themselves, was the extirpation of those who had departed from her
fold, and embraced the saving truths of the everlasting gospel.
Wherever such a one was brought before them, and they had ihJpo*er
to deal with him, he must recant or die.

IV. PERSECUTION AND ARREST OF PALISSY.
Pope Pius IV., through his agents, ur_eed the decisive interference of

the secular authority to stay the progress of the reformed scriptural
faith; and Phil ip II. of Spain supported him with all his influence. ,,If
the secular arm," said the Cardinal de Loraine to Henry l l., ,,fails in its
duty, all the malcontents wil l throw themselves inro this detestable sect.
They wil l destroy the ecclesiastical power, after u'hich it wil l be the trrrn
of the royal power." As the scripture reads: ,,for as concerning lhis
sect, we know that every where it is spoken against." Acts 2g,22.

The secular arm was not slow to strike. In 1559, a royal edict was
published declaring what they called the crime of heresy, punishable by
death, and forbidding the judges to remit or mitigate the penalty. The
fires of persecution, which had long been smouldering, again burst
forth all over France. The provincial parliaments instituted "Chambres
ardentes," so called because they condemned to the fire all who were
accused and convicted. Palissy himself has vividly narrated the effect of
these relentless measures in his own district of Saintes: ,,The very
thought of the evil deeds of those days," says palissy, ,,when wicked
men were let loose upon us to scatter, overwhelm, ruin, and destroy the
followers of the Reformed faith, f i l ls my mind with horror. That I
might be out of the way of their frightful and execrable tyrannies, and
in order not to be a witness of the cruelties, robberies, and murders
perpetrated in this rural neighbourhood, I concealed myself at home,
remaining there for the space of two months".

Palissy had by this time, attracted the notice of a powerful noble, the
Duke of Montmorency, Constable of France, then engaged in building
the magnificent chateau of Ecouen, at St. Denis, near paris. Specimens
of Palissy's enamelled ti les had been brought to the notice of the Duke,
who admired them so much, that he at once gave palissy an order to
execute the pavement for his new residence. He even advanced a sum of
money to the potter, to enable him to enlarge his works, so as to
complete the order with promptness. Palissy's opinions were of course
well known in his district, where he had been the founder. and in sreat
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measure, the leader of the Reformed faith there. But even the
protection afforded by the Constable of France was insufficient, for, as
the persecution waxed stronger, Palissy was seized, dragged from his
home, and hurried off by night to Bordeaux. The Duke of
Montmorency used his influence to obtain a safeguard for Palissy, from
the Duke of Montpensier, who then commanded the royal army in
Saintonge. It is not improbable that the sending of Palissy to Bordeaux,
to be tried there instead of at Saintes, was a move on the part of the
Duke of Montpensier, to gain time until the Constable could be
informed of the danger which threatened the life of the potter. Palissy
addressing the Duke of Montmorency, the Constable, says, "I assure
you in all truth, that my enemies have really no cause against me, except
that I have many times shown them many passages of Scripture,
wherein it is written, that he is miserable and accursed who drinks the
milk, and clothes himself with the wool of the flock, but gives them no
pasture.... It is a certain truth, that had I been tried by the judges of

Saintes, they would have caused me to die before I could have obtained
from you any help."

V. REMOVAL TO PARIS.
No sooner did Montmorency hear of the peril into which his potter

had fallen, and find that unless he bestirred himself, Palissy would be
burnt and his tiles for Ecouen remain unfinished, than he at once used
his influence with Catherine de Medici, the queen-mother, with whom
he was all powerful at that time, and had Palissy appointed "lnventor

of Rustic Figulines to the King." Palissy had also been engaged in

decorating the chateau d'Ecouen, for Montmorency with figured
plaques and rustic grottoes. This royal appointment had the immediate

effect of withdrawing Palissy from thg jurisdiction of the Parliament of

Bordeaux, and transferring him to that of the Grand Council of Paris'

which was tantamount to an indefinite adjournment of his case. Palissy

shortly afterwards removed to the Tuileries at Paris, where he long

continued to carry on the manufacture of his famous pottery.

VI. IMPRISONMENT IN THE BASTILLE.

During his l i fetime, Palissy had known of the Massacre of Vassy,

when on the lst. of March, 1563, they held one of their meetings, at
which about twelve hundred Protestants were present in a large barn,
which served as a church.. The Duke of Guise, accompanied by about

two hundred armed men marched direct upon the congregation

assembled, burst in, and precipitated themselves on the unarmed men,

women, and children. Sixty persons of both sexes were left dead on the

spot, more than two hundred were severely wounded. and the
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remainder contrived to escape. palissy was also preserved in 1572, the
occasion of the dreadful Massacre of St. Bartholomew, of which
catherine de Medici was a chief actor and sinister figure. The
Huguenots in Paris were ruthlessly slaughtered, yet palissy's time was
not as yet. At length, in 1585, largely due to pressure from the Guise
party, the king issued a decree, prohibiting the exercise of the Reformed
worship, and commanding all i ts adherents to abjure, or emigrate
immediately, on pain of death and confiscation. The miserable king was
obliged in 1588 to consent ro palissy being commited to the Baiti l le.
There, he passed the residue of his days, shut out from the eye of man,
yet not from the eye of his God; within that gloomy fabric, yet the l ight
of divine truth shining within his soul. profound secrecy and mystery
were among the prominent features in the management ;f the Basti l le,
the thought of which inspires one's soul with shrinking horror, and he
who was retained there to waste away life within its damp and dismal
cells was sedulously kept from all knowledge of what was passing
outside, while no tidings of him were ever permitted to reach the ears of
his kindred. The king, Henry III., visited the prisoner palassy. ,,N{,v
good man," said Henry, "it is forty-five years since you entered the
service of the queen, my mother, and mine. We have endured vour
living in your own religion in the midst of executions and massacres.
Now, I am so pressed by the Guisards and my own people, that I have
been compelled to put you in prison, and tomorrow, if you are not
converted, you will be burnt."

"Sire," answered Palissy, "you have told me several times that you
pity me, but it is I who pity you, who have said, ,I am compelled'. That
is not speaking l ike a king. I, who have grace in the Kingdom of Heaven
will teach you a more royal language; and it is, that the Cuisards, all
your people, and you yourself wil l not be able to compel a potter to bow
down to images of clay, for I know how to die., '

Palissy was not burnt, but his l i fe ended some time during the next
year. Thus Palissy passed away, and the place of his sepulchre no man
knoweth to this day, yet faithful unto death. As it is written, ,,Fear
none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days;'be thou faithful irnto death, and I wil l give thee a
crown of l i fe." Rev. 2. 10.

6 l
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The First Epistle of John
A. V.  McCANDLISH (Minehead) :

I I . F e | | o w s h i p w i t h G o d m e a n s w a | k i n g i n t h e L i g h t . l J n . l ; 5 - | 0

In v. 3 John stated his object in writing; "that ye also may have
fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ." Consider
'*'ho it is with Whom we are brought into fellowship.

"This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and declsre
unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all." v.5.

God is l ike l ight. This is not John's own thought, it was what God
said of Himself, so it is important. Light is pure and cannot be
contaminated, or polluted. It is just as pure when it is in the fi l thy slum,
as when it shines in the open heaven. It speaks of the inviolate holiness
of God. "The Lord our God is holy." Lev. l9;2.In Him is no darkness
at all. In God's way of salvation there is no compromise with sin. It
must be judged, so "the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the
world." 1 Jn. 4:14. He was to be made sin for us, that is to take the sin
of the world upon Himself. The Son did not swerve at all from His
holiness, He accepted the wil l of His Father, and bore this cursed load
submitting Himself to bear the judgement in full. The judgement on
that sin was executed in full, there was no mitigation of the sentence,
hence the awful cry, "My Cod, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me?"
Here we learn the solemn lesson. "Evil shall not dwell with Thee."
"Thou art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity." Light also suggests
glory. We speak of the glory of the sun. When Paul met the risen Christ
he "saw a l ight brighter than the noonday sun. He could not see for the
glory of that l ight." C)ur Cod is the God of glory. "Who is l ike unto
Thee g lor ious in  hol iness."  Ex.  l5 : l l .  The Hebrew root  for  hol iness
conveys the idea of breaking forth into shining, so holiness has been
defined as the out-shining of all that God is; not just His purity, but His
power, omniscience, wisdom, righteousness, faithfulness, mercy, and
love. God is like light and, Light is reveoling. It exposes to view every
object on which it falls. "All things are naked and open to the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do." Heb. 4: 13. No wonder the poet

wrote, "Eternal light! Eternal light! How pure the soul must be, When
placed within Thy searching sight, It shrinks not, But with calm delight

can live. and look on Thee." Whenever men come near to God they

discover how vile and sinful they are. When Isaiah saw the glory of God
in the temple, he cried out, "Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am
a man of unclean lips; and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean



The Gospel Magoqine

lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts." Isa 6;5. This
is the Cod with Whom we are called to have fellowship.

"If we say that we have fellowship with Him, ond walk in darkness.
we lie, and do not the truth." V.6.

If God is l ight, then to walk in darkness is to go our way rather than
His. walking in the l ight is very much more than having sound religious
beliefs, and worshipping according to orthodox teaching. Ir mlans
submitting every part of our l ives to God's word; seeking to obey Him
in everything; in our homes, business, pleasures, in the use of our
money, and in all our activit ies. we are to seek the wil l of God in all that
we do, and seek to speak only as He directs, and to think only of things
that are true, honest, just, pure, and lovely. Fellowship with God means
sharing everything with God, and going His way. It means being yoked
to Christ, so that we go His way as we work with Him, and accept all
that comes to us. sickness, pain. sorrow: everything as His soveicign
will, and seeking to glorify God in it all. Whenever we rebel or.
complain, or turn aside to follow our own way, then we are walking in
darkness; and to say we are in fellowship with God is a l ie.

"But if we wslk in the light, as he is in the tight, we havefellowship
one with another, snd the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin." v.7.

We have fellowship one with another, this is an outward sign that we
are walking in the l ight. This fellowship must include all those who are
born again of the Holy Spirit. Here all denominational labels are swept
aside, for all who truly believe on the Lord Jesus are members of His
spiritual body. Refusal to have fellowship with them is not walking in
the light. "If the foot shall say, because I am not the hand, I am not of
the tiody; is it therefore not of rhe body?" I Cor. 12; 15-17. We are
commanded here to have fellowship with other believers, but this does
not mean that we are to compromise truth. There are no barriers of
class, culture, or nationality, "we are all one in Christ Jesus., ' Gal.
3 ;28 .

"And the Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us frorn all sin."
Let us note that here John is speaking of those who are walking in the
light. There is here the clear thought that His blood cleanses such from
every sin, and all guilt. Walking in the l ight wil l mean that as soon as we
know that we have sinned we must drag it into the l ight, and confess it
as directed in v.9 There is however the recognition of the old sinful
nature that is sti l l  within the child of God. It constantly produces evil
thoughts and desires; but by virtue of the blood of Christ which was
shed for us, this evil nature wil l not be allowed to break our fellowship
with God. The blood of Christ always speaks of His l ife poured out as
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the propitiation for our sins. The believer has, by the grace of God been
brought by faith into union with the Lord Jesus, so that His death is our
death. Paul said, "Ye are dead, and your l i fe is hid with Christ in God."
Col. 3;3. The old nature is dead, as far as God is concerned. There is a
further thought, we who walk in the light are called to "Reckon

ourselves as dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus
Chr is t  our  Lord."  Rom.6;  l l .  These evi l  thoughts and desi res that
proceed from the evil nature are thus dealt with at the source, so we are
equipped to continue with Christ in holy fellowship llay by day.

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, ond the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." vv. 8,9.

In actual life we never continue long without falling into some sin.
Sometimes this is not noticed by us, but if we walk in the l ight, we shall
prayerfully read, and meditate on God's word. He wil l reveal our sins to
us, and our response must be to confess them to God, and receive His
forgiveness and cleansing. Until this is done, the fellowship with God is
impaired. Walking in the l ight means never leaving any known sin
unconfessed.

"If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a lisr, and His
word is not in us." v. 10.

It is God who says, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God", and "there is none righteous, no, not one." Rom. 3;10 &23.
Here John is speaking of those who are believers, those whom he
addresses as the sons of God. ch. 3;1. If we are to keep in fellowship
with God, then there must be habitual penitence and confession of our
sins; failure to do this means we are walking in darkness. To make a
claim that we have not sinned at any time, is to make God a liar.
Fellowship with God is.walking in the l ight, but in this fellowship our
joy is  fu l l .

In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God.

Philippians 4:6

I see so close a connection between prayer and praise in the Bible,
that I dare not call that true prayer in which thanksgiving has no part. It
is not for nothing that Paul says... "Continue in prayer, and watch in
the same with thanksgiving" (Col. 4:2). We should never open our lips
in prayer without blessing God for that free grace by which we live, and
for that lovingkindness which endureth forverer.

- J. C. Ryle
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The Day of Days
F. J .  HARRIS

"How amiable are Thy tobernscles, O Lord of Hosrs! My sout longe,iit,
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord." psatm g4:I

What strong language the psalmist uses to express his love for the
Lord's house and his desire to be there. Is it the language of oar hearts?
Do we really long for and love the Lord's day when we can assemble
ourselves to worship the Lord? Our answer to such a question will
depend upon our understanding of what true worship is. Surely the
reason why the psalmist so loved Cod's house and why it was so
amiable, or lovely, to him was that there the Lord graciously manifested
Himself. Though God is everywhere present in the world, yet He is
graciously present in the church. In public worship on the Lord's dav,
there is something of heaven upon earth, for as far as we can discover
from the scriptures all the worship of the angels and the redeemed saints
in heaven is public. T'hey make one glorious congregation ancr together
sing the praises of Him that sits upon the throne and of the Lamb.

So the psalmist expressed his longing for the courts of the Lord and
thus showed that his "heart and flesh cried out for the living God". As
far as it is the true expression of our hearts it is well with us when we
sing:

"We love Thy house, O God,
LVherein Thy people meet:
For Thou, O Lord, art there,
Thy chosen flock to greet."

The Lord's day has been described as the "market day', of our souls.
Do we approach it with the anticipation with which the farmer looks
forward to the market? He will spend part of the week in diligent
preparation; he will have his work done by the previous night so that he
can.give himself wholeheartedly to the day's activities; he will journey
there with expectancy and spend the.day as profitably as he can,
delighting to converse with those of similar interests; he will return
home glad, though perhaps a little sad that the day is over and he will
doubtless seek to assess the value of his day's trading.

Is it so with us? Do we keenly anticipate the Lord's day? Do we make
any preparation for it? Do we give ourselves wholeheartedly to its
activities and delight to do so? Do we spend the day profitably? Do we
love to meet with others to discuss the things nearest to our hearts? Do
we return home glad (though with a sense of sadness that the day is
over)? Do we seek to estimate what profit the day has brought to our
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souls? I wonder how often we examine ourselves at the end of the day to
see what we have gained. /

We ought to have been expecting to gain much, for in worship we do
not only seek God but we find Him:

"...Where'er they seek Thee, Thou art found..."
Do we realise that in worship we are not only bringing to God our

praise and adoration, our love and our gratitude, but we are receiving
from Him also? True it is that in worship we draw near to God but it is
equally true that He draws near to us. "Worship is not only an
expression of gratitude but a means of grace whereby the hungry are
fed" wrote Stephen Charnock. Another Puritan, John Owen, wrote:
"To make a pretence of coming unto God, and not with expectation of
receiving good and great things from Him, is to despise God. An
aimless, careless, casual, routine habit of church-going is neither
rational nor reverent." Let us treasure our Sundays, viewing them as
feast days and market days, "not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another..." But
let us come to God's house with faith for we shall not "carry anything
more away than we can collect in the vessel of faith".

Finally, in what way are we to approach God in worship? Charnock
again sums it up perfectly:-

"God is a Spirit infinitely happy, therefore we must approach Him
with cheerfulness; He is a Spirit infinite in majesty, therefore we must
come before Him with reverence; He is a Spirit infinitely high, therefore
we must offer up our sacrifices with deepest humility; He is a Spirit
infinitely holy, therefore we must address Him with purity; He is a
Spirit infinitely glorious, therefore we must acknowledge His
excellency...He is a Spirit infinitely provoked by us, therefore we must
offer up our worship in the name of a pacifying mediator and
intercessor" even our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

May we all have grace to be true worshippers for our Saviour said,
"the Father seeketh such to worship Him".

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed,
The motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast;
Prayer is the burden of a sigh, the fall ing of a tear,
The upward glancing of an eye when none but God is near.
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A Comprehensive Prayer
"And this I proy, that your love may abound yet more and more in all
knowledge and in all judgment: that ye may approve things that are
excellent: that ye may be sincere and without offence tilt the day of
Christ: Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God" philippians t:9-ll.

The prayers of the apostle Paul are a rewarding study. His prayer for
the Christians in Philippi is no exception. How grateful we should be
for this practical guide and encouragement to extend the range and to
enlarge the content of our prayers.

Equally relevant is the fascinating background to paul's prayer. As
he informs his readers, "Always in every prayer of mine for you all
making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the itrst
day until now.".'Now' refers to this letter dictated from a Roman
prison. Though his body is in captivity, his spirit soars to the throne of
grace for his converts. He rejoices in repeated requests for them. For
the church in Philippi and the imprisoned apostle have shared constant
"fellowship in the gospel." No intellectual sympathies drew them' together; no ties of race or kinship united them. It is in the gospel that
they have shared fellowship inclusive of mutual witness (l:12 ff),
sufferings (1:29 ff) and financial assistance (a:15 f0 "from the first day
until now."

"From the first day" relates to Paul's initial visit to Philippi, as
detailed in Acts 16, when he was scourged and imprisoned - an
unfriendly reception to say the least. On the Sabbath he had joined a
prayer meeting of women by a river bank outside the city. There the
Lord had "opened the heart of Lydia" to his preaching of the gospel,
so that washed in the blood of the Lamb her sins were forgiven and
inwardly cleansed with the water of life her soul was saved. As the day
proceeded - we are not considering a single day of twenty four hours
- God's servant was instrumental in the recovery of a poor demented
slave from the powers of darkness. This infuriated her masters, because
their income from her demonic fortune telling was now stopped. So
they stirred up a riot for which Paul and Silas were blamed, publicly
flogged and flung into prison without trial.

Somehow the apostles "sang praises unto God at midnight," though
their backs were bleeding and their feet were secured in the stocks.
"And" as Luke adds, "the prisoners heard them". A gladder song of
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witness had never been heard within those cruel walls. An earthquake
followed, which released the petrified prisoners from their shackles.
awakened the hardened jailer and made him fearfully heedful of paul's
word. "Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.,' This is not a jailbreak
but a spiritual deliverance. "Believe on the Lord Jesus christ and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house."

Here were the beginnings of a Christian community. Lydia, a slave
girl and a coarse jailer; an Asiatic, a Greek and a Roman: a Christian
seller of purple the merchandise of aristocratic homes, a former demon
possessed known in the market place and a saved official responsible to
civil authorities. What an unlikely trio to share fellowship with paul in
the gospel. Yet what better cross section to transform philippi into a
colony of heaven?

Sure that the work of saving grace will be continued ,,from the first
day" "unti l the day of Jesus Christ" (l:6), Paul thinks of his converts.
when he is on trial or standing up for the gospel, as ,,partakers of God's
grace" (l:7). Believing in the perseverance of the saints, he yearns for
them with the affection of Christ Himself (l:8). And rhis enduring bond
of love, this warm regard for his brethren in Christ, shapes itself into a
comprehensive prayer in which we may share. "And this I pray that
your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all
judgment: that ye may approve things that are excellent: that ye may
be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ: Being filled with
the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory
and praise of Cod."

Notice first of all that this petition begins with a prayer for love.
"And this I pray that your love may bound yet more and more---.""Without love," Paul informed the Christians in Corinth. ,,I am
nothing." "Without love," he told them, "even outstanding service
amounts to nothing." There is constant need, therefore, for growth and
development in love. But what is meant by love? While the Greeks had
three words for love, the English language has only one. We talk, for
example, of teenage infatuation as puppy love or a mother's rescue of
her child from drowning as maternal love. How necessary it is to define
the apostle's term for love.

The word used here for 'love' is 'agape', which stems from respect
and is associated with preference. On the Divine side agape describes
God's love for us in Christ. God, out of His great love, chose us in
Christ and bore the awful cost of our redemption. He prized us so
highly that He set upon us, all undeserving, the inestimable value of His
Son's precious blood. On the human side agape describes the
Christian's love for God. For whoever receives the redeeming love of
God into his life will esteem his Saviour above all else. Hence the phrase



The Gospel Magazine 69

"your love" is indicative of personal response of the love of God. It
denotes on the part of Lydia, the slave girl and the jailer, along with
their converts, both glad commitment to the God of love in chriit and
stedfast allegiance to Him before all other claimants.

such wondrous love should be dominant in the redeemed community
of the church, where members care for one another for the sake of Him
who.loved us and gave Himself for us. For the love of God is not only
to abide in believers but also to abound through them. These days we of
the manse have been watching the rising waters of the Teviot swollen
with the snow and rain. And the word 'abound' is also suggestive of a
river-overflowing its banks. our love for christ and His people is to
overflow its present limits. we are to enlarge the territory bf our love,
to delve beyond the narrow confines of our immediate domestic circle,
to have a prayerful concern for ministry and mission at home and
overseas. After all God's design for all His people is to live at floodtide.

That is the theme of a book with the suggestive title ,preaching out
of the overflow.' For in true preaching of the Gospel, the pre-achcr
gives the impression that, if he had more time, he could i.ntinue
expounding the illimitable riches of christ. Likewise all our livins and
serving should be out of the overflow, so that "in all these thingi" of
prosperity and adversity we are "more than conquerors through Him
who loved us." In other words "always having all sufficienry in all
things," with grace abounding to cope with difficult folk at woik or in
sickness or bereavement, we in turn .,abound unto every good work.,,
In short, is our love an overflow or an overstrain?

Secondly the implication of this petition is progress in spiritual
understanding and perception, from a prayer for love to a prayer for
light. "And this I pray that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and all judgment--." Whoever said love is blind, it was not
Paul! on the contrary the love he prays to overflow from christians is
open-eyed to instruction and illumination. Indeed love's enlargement
and the Spirit's enlightenment are closely associated with the reading of
God's Word. For full knowledge and insight pertain to love,s grasp of
God's revelation in Christ as recorded, aird testified to by the Aoly
Spirit, in the Scriptures. Christians have God's book, daily bread for
communion with the living Bread. What a prayer this is - that your
love may launch ever further into the deep where God and truth are.

Many talk glibly about love of country. But patriotism is not the skirl
of the pipes at social evenings or strike meetings, any more than
terrorism and retaliation elsewhere. The truest patriotism is love for
God and man, which no Marxist harrassment can crush. And the truest
love is prayer, which no Socialistic state can abolish. And for us in the
Kirk the burden of our prayer should be for a new vision of tne
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sovereignty of God, that God may show us what His will is and that He
may give us the power to do it. Vision and power are what we need -
the vision of our Saviour crucified, enthroned and coming again for His
Church and His saints receptive to the power of His humbling purifying
love.

Thirdly the practical direction of abounding love and increasing light
is a prayer for life. "That ye may approve things that are excellent; that
ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Chiist: Being filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the
glory and praise of Cod." Here are three effects of this abundant life of
growing love and greater light - discrimination, transparency and
fruitfulness.

Consider first discrimination: "that ye may approve things that are
excellent" or "put to the test things that differ." Had the apostle in
mind the gold mining industry? In the assaying of metals delicate
instruments were used by sensitive workers, who could distinguish by a
touch the light and base from the solid and true. Similarly in morals and
behaviour the most difficult choices are not between things bad and
good but between what is better and best. "To discriminate differences"
wrote Dr. Vaughan, "is to approve excellencies." It is "to have a sense
of what is vital," to penetrate through the petty ways and conflictive
standards of the world to the really big issues like our Father's love for
us in Christ and the Spirit's enabling fellowship. It is, as Paul counsels
in the fourth chapter, to "think on these things" that are true, honest,
just, pure and lovely and to do them.

Next is transparency: "that ye may be sincere and without offence till
the day of Christ." Discrimination to see through, to the basic essentials
for holy living, is complemented by transparency that is seen through.
For the word 'sincere' means 'without wax' from the deceiving practice
of certain sculptors who concealed cracks and blemishes in their statues
with wax, which was painted over and sold. Later the sun would blister
the paint, melt the wax and expose their faulty craftsmanship.
Consequently insincere folk have something to hide and are not readily
forthcoming. But sincere Christians, who have no personal axes to
grind, whose motives are good, are recognised as honest in
convictions and trustworthy in speech. In other words the more like
Christ they become, the more transparent will be their friendship and
love for His people, as Paul experienced from his converts in Philippi.

Likewise Christians should be blameless. Maybe Paul was
remembering an accident when visiting the gold mines, a boulder over
which in the gloom he had tripped. The meaning is sun clear characters,
unstumbling amidst obstacles in the way nor causing others to stumble
from the way, who give no offence and take no offence. How
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reassuring it is to know that "He is able to keep you from falling." Thus
our aim is not only to "approve things that are excellent"
but also to be approved as flawless and unashamed before the Light of
the world at His glorious appearing.

Finally fruitfulness: "the day of Christ: Being filled with the fruits of
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of
God." Discrimination to see through and transparency that is seen
through will merge into fruitfulness that is seen to be of God at the day
of Christ. What a day that will be! To-day is man's day, rhe day of the
scientist, the banner waving demonstrator, the starving refugee. christ's
day is coming, when the full harvest of righteousness will be reaped.
Then choice fruit of character and service, produced through Christ,
will rebound to the glory and praise of God. For as golden grain covers
uneven ground, the Lord of the harvest will change His people in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. Resplendent with the glory which
dazzled the three disciples on the mount, He will gloriously transfigure
His loved ones, the precious jewels for His crown.

"Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise."

Conversion What is it?
ThC IAIC R. J. NOYES

The word "conversion" occurs but once in the Bible (Acts l5:3) and,
although we find parts of the verb "convert". ,,be converted" nine
times in the Authorised Version of the New Testament, yet the Greek
words which they represent are properly translated ,,turn", .,turn

again," except in James 5: 19 & 20 where the verb is transitive. ;_G
We gather, therefore, from their use in Holy Scripture, that these'

words set forth the subjective acts of sinners, when by reason of
regeneration by the Spirit, they turn from sin to God, the energising
power not being named.

There are some flowers which only open in sunshine. We look at
them in early morning before the sun has broken through the clouds, we
see their petals fast closed, but when the bright sunbeams burst upon.
them, they open in all their beauty. We say, ,,These flowers have
opened," but we do not deny the fact that they have done so by the
influence of the warm beams of the sun.

7 l



72 The Gospel Magazine

Similarll', the u'ord "conversion" in a Scriptural sense means the
turning of a sinner from sin to Cod, but it does not exclude the truth, so
plainly taught, that this "turning" is by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost  (John 6:44) .

Of this u'onderful Spirit-wrought change the word "conversion" is
conventionally used, but, alas! how much error is prevalent as to what
conversion really is.

Before attempting to answer the question "What is conversion?" let
me first of all taking the Word of God as guide show what it is not.

It is not mere change of creed, on the joining of this or that church.
Rome boasts of her "converts," but we know such have apostatised
from the truth, and, on the other hand, "converts" to Protestantism do
not always give evidence of possessing vital, experimental religion. "In

Chr i s t  Jesus  ne i t he r  c i r cumc is ion  ava i l e th  any th ing ,  no r
uncircumcision, but a new creature." (Galatians 6:15) There may be a
change of opinion where there is no change of heart. To belong, by
conviction, to a Scriptural Church is well, but what vast numbers in
connection with such have "a name to l ive and are dead!"

Intellectual belief and profession of truth, standing alone, are not a
test of real conversion to God. We have a solemn proof of this in the
case of Simon \4agus, who "believed" and was baptised, but whose
subsequent conduct proved that his "heart was not right in the sight of
God" and that he was in "the gall of bitterness and in the bond of
i n i qu i t y . "

The Apostlc . larncs, speaking of this kind of fruit less "faith"

conclus ivc ly  shows that  i t  is  not  "saving"  fa i th  when he says "Thou

bclicvcst that thcrc is onc (iod: thou doest well: the devils also believe
and t rcmblc."  Yct  how of lcn we hear men cal led upon,
indiscriminatcly, to bclicvc thc (iospel, before it is to be feared, they
havc realised thcir sinl 'ul and lost state by nature! The Lord has taught
us that only a good trcc can bring forth good fruit. A dead tree is
worthless. Man by naturc is spiritually dead and must f irst be quickened

by the Holy Ghost before he can believe (Ephesians l:19;2:l).Is it any
wonder that when unregenerate men are thus pressed to "believe the
Cospel" to "come to Jesus," as a condition of salvation, and are, we
may say, coaxed and cajoled into saying they believe, that such
"converts" bring dishonour upon their profession, and ere long fall
away from it, bringing Christianity into disrepute with the ungodly?
"They went out from us, but they were not of us: for if they had been
of us, they would have continued with us."

It is not surprising, therefore, that such preachers deny the precious
truth contained in the Scripture just quoted, the final preservation of
the saints, and hold that a man may be at one time a child of God and

!
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afterwards a child of the devil! How differently the matter is put in the
services of the church of England. "He pardoneth and absolveth all
them that truly repent ,and unfeignedly believe His Holy Cospel.
wherefore, let us beseech Him to grant us true repentance, and His
Holy Spirit that those things may please Him, *hi"h *. ao ut tti,
present: and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy: so
that at the last we may come to His eternal joy,-through Jesus c'hrist
our Lord."

Again, conversion must be distinguished from mere reformation of
l ife and conduct. conversion is more than this. It is a new life. ,,If any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away:
behold all things are become new, and all things are of God." (2 cor. 5:
l7 & l8). A man may reform his l i fe and yet not be converted. various
influences and motives may cause a man to turn over a new leaf and
amend his ways, while all the time he may be spiritually dead, and full
of hatred to the humbling truths of God's word. And that a specious
morality, accompanied by a loud religious profession may exist in
unconverted men is clear from our Lord's parable of the pharisee and
the Publ ican

But now let us enquire what the word of cod teaches us true
conversion is: and then what are its characteristics and evidences.

First of all, i t is evident that conversion to God is the result of
regeneration. Holy Scripture sets forth that man by nature is spiritually
dead. (Romans 5:12. John 5,24-26). Hence the Lord's words ro
Nicodemus "Ye must be born again."

when a sinner turns to God in christ, with broken and contrite heart,
having nought to plead but the merits of the once crucified but now
risen and exalted Saviour, he is the subject of the Almighty power and
grace of the Holy Ghost in His covenant office as the-quiikener and
Teacher of God's chosen people, according to the wil l of Jehovah,
Three-in-one, as Paul writes to Titus, "Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He ,uu.d ur, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost: which He
:h.9 .ol ,s abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; thar being
justif ied by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal l i fe." (Titus 3: 5-7). The same Apostle tells us that Christ sent
him to the Gentiles, "to open their eyes and to turn them from darkness
lo fight and from the power of Satan unto God." (Acts 26) and in his
Epistle to the colossians we learn how this was effected, even by Divine
power, according as we read (chapter l:13)..Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of
His dear Son."

Thus we see the Agent in the conversion of sinners is Jehovah rhree-
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in-One. The means employed is His Word, as James says, "Of His own
will begat He us by the Word of truth," and Peter likewise, "Being

born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." And as the Lord honours
His servants by committing to them the ministry of the Word, so by
that ministry they may be said, in a sense, to convert others, (see James
5: 19 & 20). But how ignorant of the Word and of their own hearts must
they be who call upon men to turn to God, considering this to lie in the
determinative power of their own unrenewed wills. The writer heard a
young and earnest Evangelist say to his hearers, "Give Christ a chance
to save you." How dishonouring to Christ, Who by His finished work,
has saved His people from their sins! And how dishonouring to the
Holy Ghost, by whose Almighty power sinners dead in trespasses and
sins are quickened!

What then are the invariable characteristics of this wonderful change
which we call conversion? In the first place there is conviction of and
contrition for sin. The sinner sees, feels and mourns over the sinfulness
of his heart and life. Condemned by the holy law of Cod and under irs
curse, he realises his lost, helpless and hell deserving condition, and his
cry is, "God be merciful to me a sinner."

How this gracious work is wrought in the soul of every vessel of
mercy by the Holy Ghost in order that He may lead him to Christ, and
the all-importance of this preparatory work will be evident when we
consider that it is only the sin-burdened one who will value the Sin-
bearer, the perishing one who feels his need of a Saviour.

The Gospel of the grace of God is the glad tidings of a Saviour. It tells
of full redemption, free forgiveness, complete justification in Christ.
"In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace." (Ephesians l:7).

Now this is what the contrite sinner wants. He longs for it, seeks it.
He does not want human persuasion to believe, but to be told the truth
of God, that Gospel of Christ which is "the power of Cod unto
salvation to everyone that believeth," and in hearing it, not at once, it
may be, but sooner or later, by the Spirit's power, he will believe in his
heart to his soul's peace. "With the heart man believeth unto
righteousness (Romans, l0: l0).

Truly humbled and teachable as a l itt le child (Matthew l8:3) he now
"believes to the saving of his soul." (Hebrews 10:39) The fruit and
effects of this Divine teaching, issuing in belief of the Gospel, wil l be
peace, joy, hope and love. "Being justified by faith we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by Whom also we have access by
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God. And hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of Cod is

'1
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shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
(Rom. 5:2 & 5) .

"When on the cross my Lord I see,
Bleeding to death for wretched me,
Satan and sin no more can move
For I am all transformed to love! . . i t l

' t'Here I forget my cares and pains: :

I drink, yet sti l l  my thirst remains; 
'.1

' 
Only the Fountain Head above i

'  Can satisfy the thirst of love."

But the new convert will not find it all smooth. Now commences a
lifelong conflict, "For the flesh lusteth against the spirit." He wil l have
many a hard struggle with besetting sins and must learn the plague of
his own heart, in order that he may flee from self to Christ. Satin will
try hard to make him make shipwreck of the faith, but in every one led
of the Spirit of God the word wil l be verif ied, ,,Sin shall not have
dominion over you, for ye are not under the law but under grace., ' He is"kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.i '

Trials wil l be his lot, for, "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth and
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth., ' (Hebrews 12:6\ and it mav be
long before he is  able to g lory in  t r ibu lar ions a lso.  but  he wi l l  f ina l ly  rest
assured that "All things work together for good to them that love God,
to them that are the called according to His purpose.', (Romans g: 2g).

Sanctif ied - separated to God - indwelt by the Spirit, the converted
man's l ife wil l be consistent with his profession, and he wil l strive ,,to
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called," and ,,to shew
forth the praises of Him who hath called him out of darkness into His
marvellous l ieht."
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YE HAVE NOT, BECAUSE YE ASK NOT. James 4:2
The private devotions of many are painfully scanty and limited; just

enough to prove they are alive and no more. They really seem to want
litt le from cod. They have litt le to confess, l i tt le to ask for, and litt le to
thank Him for... They tell us that they do not grow in grace as they
would desire. They have litt le, because they ask l itt le. The cause of their
weakness is to be found in their own stunted, dwarfish. hurried.
narrow, diminutive prayers. They have not because they ask not.

-J. C. Ryle
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Here and There
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL. CHICHESTER

The secretary of the Trustees of Providence Chapel, Chichester has
written to thank our readers for the help given to their restoration fund.
He writes "it is regretted that acknowledgement had not been made
earlier but two architects and an engineer from the Department of the
Environment visited the Chapel on November l5th 1983 to decide just
how the restoration work was to be carried out. To date we are still
waiting their observations".

ARABIC EVANGELICAL CENTRE
Sixty thousand letters produced five thousand requests for

Scriptures, literature and cassettes for the Arab world. Five hundred
Arabs have undertaken initial correspondence courses, many
progressing to further studies. Arabs in Britain hear the Gospel with
appreciation, students from Muslim lands ask for Bibles. Scriptures in
Arabic have been placed in Wolverhampton public Library and nearby
Christian bookshops stock literature in the language. These were some
of the facts mentioned at the annual meeting recently of the Arabic
Evangelical Centre in Wolverhampton.

Continuing support in prayer and gifts is needed by the Arabic
Evangelical Centre, P.O. Box 140, Wolverhampton. WV2 4Np.

FRTEDENSTTMME (U.K.)
In Germany, Friedenstimme have become renowned for the

reliability of their information, obtained by direct links with their
persecuted Soviet brethren. It has been shown that pressure upon Soviet
Christians is alleviated when the circumstances are known outside the
Soviet Union.

Friedenstimme (UK) has been established to provide information to
the English public. The address is P.O. Box 10, Leicester LE3 2FX.

A BOW AT A VENTURE
In our December issue we published a timely article by the late Mr.

Ernest Roe on the subject of the Virgin Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Copies of this article have, through the kindness of one of our

readers, been sent to all the Bishops of the Church of England. Whilst a
few replies have been unsatisfactory or non-committal, the general
response has been most encouraging. Let us continue to bear witness to
the truth of God whenever and wherever possible, and let us pray for
the Bishops and indeed all ministers 'that they may both by their l i fe
and doctrine set forth Thy true and lively Word'.
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Rev. TOM SHAW
-i

A former chairman of rhe Gospel Magazine Trustees, the Rev. Tom
Shaw died on January 16. He was g4, and had been in poor health for
some time.

Mr. Shaw was chairman of the Trust from 1972 until l97g; and for a
much longer period he was president of the Trinitarian Bibie Society,
1965 until 1979. He became a Vice-president of TBS in 1946.

He was a graduate of Christ's College, Cambridge, and spent a
number of years as a school-master. In l94l he was ordained, an-d until
1949 was curate at Holy Trinity, old Hill, Staffordshire.'Through
several of its ministers this parish, in an old chain-making area of the
Midlands Black country, has had close contacts with The Gospel
Mogazine. The first vicar of Holy Trinity, a century ago, was the Editor
and proprietor, the Rev. James ormiston. The present Hon. Secretary
of the Trust lived in the parish and attended the church as a small child.

Mr- shaw's last appointment in 1963 was to the parish of Drayton,
near Banbury. There he succeeded Bishop Frank Houghton, of cirina,
and the former china Inland Mission. Bishop Houghton was a son of a
former Editor, the Rev. Thomas Houghton, and brother of Dr. Lydia
Houghton, a regular contributor to The Gospel Magazine ou.. runy
years.

our dear friend was of a quiet and retiring disposition, but withar a
man of sure conviction and God-given faith. of him we can certainly
say that having passed through 'the sundry and manifold changes of the
world, with his heart surely fixed where true joys are to be f6und,, he
has now been brought into the Saviour's presence at the throne of srace
and glory.

'17
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* Anne Steel, whose hymns have helped so many people, encountered
much pain and sorrow as she journeyed through life. on the eve of her
wedding, while she waited the arrival of her lover the news came that he
had been drowned. when the first violent shock had passed away and
her soul had recovered strength, she wrote a hymn which has brought
healing to many:

Father, whate'er of earthly bliss Thy sovereign will denies,
Accepted at Thy throne of grace let this petition rise:
Cive me a calm and thankful heart, from every murmur free:
The blessing of Thy grace impart and let me live to Thee.
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Sorrow Transformed
Notes of a sermon preached at Millbridge, Minehead, Easter, 1962..

A. V. McCANDLISH
"Then were the disciples glod, when they saw the Lord." John 20;20

It always seems strange to me that the disciples were so slow to
believe that Jesus was risen from the dead. He had spoken of it several
times very plainly, and His enemies, not only remembered it; but were
at pains to seal the tomb, and set a watch, lest His disciples should steal
the body, and then claim that He had risen from the dead.

Take the case of Mary Magdalene. The Lord had done great things
for her, she knew in her own experience something of His mighty
power: yet when He was crucified, all her hopes died too. His grave was
the grave of her hopes. Doubtless she was present when His body was
taken down from the cross. There was no doubt about the reality of His
death, and I believe she helped to prepare the body for burial. She saw it
wrapped in linen with some spices, and laid to rest. The one thought
that possessed her was to prepare more spices, and bring them as her
last tribute of love. She came early in the morning with the other
women; and when she saw the tomb was open and the body of Jesus
was not there, she could only think that it has been stolen. That was the
message she brought to Peter and John, "they have taken away the
Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid
Him." When she returned, and looked into the sepulchre, she saw two
angels sitt ing, where the body of Jesus had lain. They said, "Woman,

why weepest thou?" She shewed no interest in them; her mind was
filled with that one thought, "they have taken away my Lord, and I
know not where they have laid Him." She turned away and saw Jesus,
but failed to recognise Him. He said, "Woman why weepest thou,?
whom seekest thou?" Still the same thought possessed her, "Sir if thou
have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take
him away." Then He called her name, "Mary." That was enough; see
her fall at His feet and cry, "Rabboni." Then she was glad, when she
saw the Lord.

Consider now those two disciples as they walked along the road to
Emmaus. They were possessed by wrong ideas, they had expected Jesus
to set up His kingdom in Jerusalem. No doubt they saw Him ride into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, and joined in the shouts, "Blessed be the
King that cometh in the name of the Lord." Instead they had seen Him
taken by His enemies, delivered to the Roman governor, and crucified.
He worked no miracle, He appeared to be helpless, nailed to the cross,
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perhaps they heard that awful cry, ,,My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" They saw him die, and knew he was buried'.

It was true they heard the women say that his body had gone from the
tomb; and that they had seen a vision of angels, who said that He was
alive; but they just could not believe it. Then when the rumour besan ro
go round that the disciples had stolen the body of Jesus, they felt it was
time to go home. It was as they were on their way, that the young Man
overtook them, and asked them why they were so sad? They were very
wary at first, but as they talked with Him, somehow they were
reassured. They told Him how Jesus had been crucified; and how they
thought He was the long promised Messiah. Then He said how foolish
they were not to believe what the prophets had written. He opened to
them the scriptures; as He quoted from ps. 22,,They pierced my hands
and my feet, they stand looking and staring upon me. They parted my
garments among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots," they
could see it all just as it happened. No doubt He quoted from Isa 53,"He is despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief, and we hid as it were our faces from him, he was despised
hnd we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of Cod, and
afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon him: and
with His stripes we are healed."'As He continued to open up the
scriptures, they began to see it all in a different light, and when they
arrived at their home, they wanted to know more, so they said to Him,"Abide with us, for the day is far spent, and He went in to tarry with
them. "

The meal was soon prepared, and as they sat down to eat, it was He
who took the bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. As He
did so their eyes were opened, they recognised Him, then He just
disappeared from their view. Then were the disciples glad when they
saw the Lord. So glad, they felt they must return and tell the others.
They came to the upper room, and when they were admitted, they
found Peter and John and Mary saying that Jesus was risen; but the rest
all doubted. Then they told their story, and as they finished, though no
door was opened, Jesus stood there in the midst. and said. ,,peace be
unto you." The rest of the disciples were terrif ied, they thought He was
a ghost, how could He be real? No door had been opened. Jesus held
out His hands, "Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself." Sti l l
they doubted, "Handle me and see, for a spirit hath not f lesh and bones
as ye see me have." Then as they sti l l  doubted, He ate before them, and
began to say, "These are the words that I spoke unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things musr be fulf i l led, which were written in the
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law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me.
Thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day:
and that repentance and remission of sins be preached in His name."
Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord. Now consider
with me -

I. The revelstion of Christ by His voice.
Mary was unable to grasp the resurrection of Christ, because of her

own wrong thoughts. She believed that He was dead, and she wanted to
put spices upon His dead body, as the last tribute of her love. As F. B.
Meyer said: "She came to annoint the dead, not knowing that Jesus had
triumphed over death. She came with aromatic spices, she did not know
that all His garments were fragrant with aloes and cassia from heaven
itself. She sought the slain Lamb; not knowing that He was the High
Priest who is alive for evermore. She came to minister to the dead. not
knowing that He was able to give eternal life to all who come to Him.
She thought the tomb had been rifled and spoiled, she did not know
that the spoiler was Jesus. He had robbed the grave of its terror, and
death of its sting." All this was changed when Jesus called her by name.
I wonder if there are some here tonight, who like Mary have wrong
thoughts, which obsess you? The things of the world, its people, its
treasures and pleasures, its l i fe. Death wil l rob you of all these. Maybe
you believe the story of the resurrection of Jesus, but it has not made
any real difference in your life. You can see how it changed Mary's
sorrow into joy, but it hasn't brought any real joy to you. You need the
revelation of the risen Christ by His voice. When He called Mary by
name all was changed, He had conquered death. The Lord Jesus is here
tonight in all His risen power. I believe He is calling His own sheep by
name. Can you hear Him as He says, "Come unto Me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Listen, you who feel the
weight of your sins; He is calling you. He says "My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them
eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out
of my hand." If you hear His voice tonight, your sorrow wil l be turned
to joy.

2. The revelation by His word.
I believe there are some here like the two who walked to Emmaus.

They were in trouble because they had wrong ideas about His work, His
kingdom, His plans, and the place of suffering; so they turned aside.
We who believe often find ourselves perplexed and discouraged. We
pray, but God does not answer as we think He should. We plan, and
somehow it all seems to go wrong. We work and sow the seed, but
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somehow it seems to achieve so littre. we suffer weakness and pain, and
our Lord seems to do nothing to cure us, or even to relieve us; it alr
seems to be dark, and our Lord seems to be a long way off. Let us learn
from the two on the Emmaus road. Jesus had risen fiom the dead; He
had accomplished the work of redemption that He came to do. He was
actually with them as they tramped that dusty road, but He did not
reveal Himself immediately, He took them to the word of cod. So it is
with us tonight; the risen Lord is truly present among us; but your eyes
are holden that you do not see Him. He is here to open His word, it is
only as He il luminates it, that you wil l begin to understand His wil l, and
begin to pray not for things that you want; but for those things which
are His wil l, and for the glory of cod. He wil l take His word, u"nd ,ho*
you His plans, and how they must be applied, and foilowed through in
humble dependence upon Him. He wil l show you how His suffir ing
was the only way that men and women could be delivered from the
curse and bondage of sin. As you learn more of His suffering, you wil l
begin to see that suffering is never the resurt of chance. rhiie are no
second causes; God is always in direct control, and in it all He has a
purpose of blessing. His divine love is always with us in it, and as we
learn to l isten for His voice, speaking to us through His word, our
hearts too wil l burn as He talks with us, and then *" rhall get a further
revelation of Himself, and we shall be glad as we see the iisen Lord.

3. The revelation of His wounds.
The unbelieving disciples in the upper room were the victims of

doubts and fears. The things they had seen at calvary were all so
evident to their human senses, that they took over. They saw what
appeared to be the triumph of evil. Jesus manifestly weak, apparently
helpless, nailed to the cross, mocked, spat upon, taunted by tir i priests
to prove He was the Son of God by coming down from the cross.
There was the darkness and that awful cry, ,,i,ly God, why hast thou
forsaken me?"

They saw Him die, and there was no miracle; all this was in
possession of their minds. To them the claim by some that they had
seen Him, that He was risen from the dead was too impossible for them
to believe. Then too there was this report by the enemies of Jesus that
His disciples had stolen His body, could only mean that they were set on
destroying them also. Do you see them, full of doubts and fears? l
wonder if there are some here tonight who have doubts and fears?
Perhaps you have doubts regarding your salvation; you have asked the
Lord Jesus to save you, to wash away your sins, to give you the
assurance that your sins are forgiven, and that you are born again.
. The trouble is that you don't feel any different; you wonder if you.,
is not the right kind of faith. Now what was it that banished the dtubts
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and fears of the disciples? The Lord Jesus called on them to consider
the wounds in His hands and feet. They heard Him tell them why He
suffered thus. It was as they gazed upon those wounds, and gave heed
to His words; then all their doubts fled, and their fears left them. It was
just the same with Thomas; he could not be convinced by the words of
men, but when the Lord Jesus called on him to behold His wounded
hands and side, then all his doubts left him, and he cried out, "My Lord
and my God." May I suggest to you, the risen Lord is here now. you
can hear Him speak to you through His word as He tells you that He
died to save sinners. Bow down now in His presence and take time to
consider those wounds. Let their voice speak to you of His love for you,
and the price He paid to save you and make you His child. As you gaze
and consider those wounds, and why He suffered thus; you too will cry
out to Him, "My Lord and my God", and you will be filled with joy as
you see Him as your Lord and Saviour. "Then were the disciples glad
when they saw the Lord."

The Seven Tests of
Christian Genuineness

A SERMON PREACHED
by

STEPHEN J. SCOTT-PEARSON
at Linslade on Thursdoy Evening l2th July 1984

Mr Scott-Pearson is the Minister of Maulden Baptist Church, Bedford

John's Gospel was written under the inspiration of the Spirit of God
that men might have eternal life. The First Epistle of John was written
that men might know that they have that eternal life. All the way
through this Epistle there is a clear line drawn between truth and
falsehood.

We are in a day of Satanic delusions and devilish counterfeits; we
need to be in search of that which is genuine and in this Epistle we have
the seven tests of Christian genuineness. I want us to look at these and
apply them to our own cases.

FIRSTLY, the Test of Fellowship, 1:6, "If we say that we have
fellowship with Him and walk in darkness we lie and do not the truth."
The possibility envisaged here is that of being false to others. We need
to notice here that the test is not in the profession. Many times this is
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intimated to us in these early chapters. The test of fellowship is not ,,if
we say" but the test is in the walk. "If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and walk in darkness we lie and do not the truth., '

we live in a sin-sodden world, a world that is dark. The inhabitants
of this world generally walk in darkness; they walk in the darkness of
sin, of ignorance, of unbelief, in a state of unregeneracy, in a state of
complete blindness, having understandings that are darkened, knowing
not God, knowing not Christ, nor have they any true sight of
themselves, their sins and their danger. They are ignorint of christ and
His righteousness and the way of salvation by Him. They are strangers
to the Spirit of God and to the work of grace; they are unacquairited
with the truths of the Gospel. They are in darkness; t'they love darkness
rather than light because their deeds are evil." They love the works of
darkness and they have fellowship with them; they choose them; they
take pleasure in the ways of sin and of wickedness. The works of
darkness, of course, are .,adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness" (that means lust) "idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance" (that means disputings) .,emulations" (rivalry),,,wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, .murders, drunkennesi, revellings
and such like." Now, clearly, those who do such things are not in
fellowship with God.

But we need to go a little further and press this matter a little more
closely home. The life of any individual who professes fellowship with
God must be l ived in the l ight of truth, in the l ight of God's Word, and
this affects every department of life, every relationship, every
conversation participated in, every business enterprise taken in hand,
every close friendship and relationship entered into. A life walked in
darkness can have no more communion with God than a life spent at
the bottom of a coal mine can have communion with the sun. The
Scripture asks, "What communion hath l ight with darkness?" We live
in a very dark world, but in the midst of this very dark world, in the
midst of all the impurities there live and move a people who are
regenerate in Christ Jesus. They walk in the l ight; they l ive l ives, by the
help of God, that are moral and sweet. They have thoughts that are
delicate and pure; they breathe the l ight; they l ive and fellowship with
God Who is l ight; they walk as He is in the l ight, having fellowship with
one another. We are reminded of the saying of the Saviour, ,,Not
everyone that saith, 'Lord, Lord', but he that doeth the wil l of My
Father." The test of fellowship is in the walk and not in the profession."By their fruits ye shall know them."

SECONDLY, we have the Test of Sanctity, l:8, ,.If we say that we
have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us." The
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possibility envisaged here is that of being false to self. Mature
Christians do not walk in darkness, as we have just seen, but they do
have sinful tendencies in themselves, sensuous impulses, non-spiritual
inclinations, and they at times, sad to say, are ensnared by the devil,
compromised by the world, and seduced by sin. As it is a lie for a man
who walks continually in darkness to profess fellowship with God, so it
is a lie for a man born of God to profess sinlessness. ,,If we say that we
have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.', Whatever
may be the measure of sanctification which God bestows upon His
children in this world it will always be accompanied by a great longing
in them for a state yet higher, clearly conceived and consciously sought.
The man born of God in facing up to things as they are with him, far
from professing perfection and sinlessness, cries out, ',O wretched man
that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?', That
brings us to the classic passage on this subject which is Romans 7:14-25.
The argument that exists over these verses of Scripture is whether they
are describing the Apostle Paul's experience before or after his
conversion. This is a very important and fundamental question and a
matter of vital significance. If Paul is speaking of his pre-conversion
experience then this passage in Romans has no bearing upon the
believer's life, but if, on the other hand, Paul is recounting his post-
conversion struggle with indwelling sin, then this passage has much to
teach us concerning our own sanctification, and I have not the slightest
doubt concerning the fact that the experience described in these verses is
that of a mature christian. There are numerous reasons for holding this
view and I will just mention three of them this evening. Firstly, the fact
that the writer of these words acknowledges Jesus Christ as the great
Deliverer from the penalty and the power of sin. In v.24 he poses the
question, "Who shall deliver me?" He also knows the answer, "Jesus

Christ our Lord." The man outside of grace does not know that he
needs deliverance, much less Who the Deliverer is. He does not see the
suitability of the Saviour, but the one who spoke these words knew well
the suitability of the Saviour. The one who is experiencing the battle of
the inner man, the warfare of the soul here in this passage, is the same
one who acknowledges Jesus Christ the Lord. Paul here asks the
question, "Who shall deliver me?" and then he confesses the answer,
"Jesus Christ the Lord" in the same breath. Without doubt I say it is a
saved man here.

A second reason is that the man described in vs. 22 and 25 has an
attitude toward the law of God that only a converted man can have. In
v.22he says, "I delight in the law of God after the inward man." Are
you going to tell me than an unregenerate soul delights in the law of
God after the inward man? Manifestly not. I never heard of an unsaved
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man or woman that did that. In v. 25 he says, ,,With the mind I myself
serve the law of God." when you consider these statements in the iight
of Romans 8:7, "The carnal mind is enmity against God," and in v. g.
"They that are in the flesh cannot please God", and then the speaker of
these words, "O wretched man that I am" says ,,With the mind I
myself serve the law of God," it must be a regenerate being that is
speaking here. It becomes quite clear to us that here in Romans i: 14_25
we see a regenerate man born of Cod.

Then, thirdly, the tenses of the verbs here show that paul was not
writing of his past experience as an unbeliever but of his nresent
experience as a mature christian. In the verse immediately preceding
those we are considering Paul writes in the past tense; he says,,, l hod
not known:" in verse 8, "Sin wrought in me;" in v. 9 he says, ,,1 wus
alive;" "l died"; in v. 11, "sin slew me,,, and so it continues all in the
past tense right down to the l3th verse all concerning Saul of Tarsus,
but in verses 14-25 Paul abruptly changes to the present tense; he is
describing his current condition and experience as paul the Apostle to
the Gentiles, and speaking of his present struggle with sin. paul
continues to use the present tense throughout the remainder of the
chapter. v. 14, "I em;" v.15, "that which I do I allow not, fbr what I
would that do I not, but what I hate that do I"; v.16, ..I do," ,,I
consent;" v.17 "l do it," and so he continues crying out in that present
tense, and we come to verse 24, "O wretched man that I am!" He does
not say "O wretched man that I was!" He is in the present tense; he
says, "O wretched man that I am!" concluding in verse 25, .,With the
mind I myself serve the law of God (a regenerate being) but with the
flesh the law of sin." And so it is that l ike paul every true believer
struggles with indwelling sin. "If we say that we have no sin we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us." The believer is mvstif ied bv his sin
as Paul was. The believer in no way must excuse or defend his i in. the
believer is assured of complete deliverance from indwelling sin, but not
while he l ives in the body of sin. True sanctif ication continues in the l ife
of the believer from the moment of his conversion unti l his death."Sanctity them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth." He is sanctif ied
by the providence of God, by the Word of God and by the Spirit of
God. He needs to re-visit Calvary every day, making a fresh confession
of his sin, obtaining cleansing by the precious blood of Christ, seeking
God's promise of forgiveness. For "lf he says he had no sin he deceives
himself and the truth is not in him."

THIRDLY, here we hqve the Test of Righteousness, l: l0; .,If we say
we have no sin we make Him a l iar and His Word is not in us." The
possibil i ty envisaged here is that of being false to Cod. We are sinners;
we are sinners by nature, by choice and by practice. We have no natural

*



86 The Gospel Magazine

righteousness. What we have by nature is unrighteousness. We have
natural unrighteousness from the very moment of our conception in the
mother's womb, "In sin did my mother conceive me." We have no
righteousness of our own no matter how long we have been on the
Christian road.

By His spotless life of obedience Jesus Christ worked out a perfect
righteousness for His people. The righteousness of Christ, and His
sacrificial death is the ground of our justification and the faith of the
believer given to him by the gracious hand of God, is the means of
justification. Our sins were imputed to Christ when He paid for them
on the cross. His perfect righteousness was appropriated to us when by
God's grace we believed.

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done but according to
His mercy He saved us," and if we stand righteous in the sight of
Almighty God is whdlly and solely on account of the righteousness of
Christ imputed to our souls. This blessed truth will in no wise allow us
to practise sin, to plead weakness and infirmity, seeing that here in the
First Epistle of John three statements are made which settle that matter.
The first is found in I John 2;29, "If ye know that He is righteous ye
know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of Him." The
second is found in I John 3:7, "Litt le children, let no man deceive you;
he that doeth righteousness is righteous even as He is righteous", "Let no
man deceive you," says John, "He that doeth righteousness is righteous
even as He is righteous." Then the third of these cautions is found in I
John 3:10, "In this the children of God are manifest and the children of
the devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God." You see,
where there is imputed righteousness there will always be personal
righteousness in the heart and life of the saint. The doctrine of the
imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ to the believer is a choice.
precious and sanctifying truth.

FOURTHLY, we have the Test of Allegiance,2:4. "He that saith I
know Him and keepeth not His commandments is a l iar and the truth is
not in him." The possibility envisaged here is that of being false to
Christ. His commandments are His Word and those who wil l not l isten
to Cod and obey His Word are not His; no matter what they may feel
or what they may profess, they are not His. They are liars in their
profession. Cod is made known to us through His Word. Humble and
submissive obedience, trust and acceptance of His Word is the
manifestation of our knowledge of Him. What allegiance is there to
Christ where the commandments of Christ, the words of Christ, do not
control and dominate the heart and the life of the one who professes?
There is no real knowledge of Cod, no fellowship with Him without a



t

The Gospel Magazine

practical conformity to His will. These things need to be preached and
these things need to be recognised by those that profess to be the people
of God. What the Apostle John is implying here is that no mere
intellectual enlightenment divorced from holiness of life can be
reckoned to be a true knowledge of God. It is recorded in Luke 6;46
that Jesus asked, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?" He also said, "Not every one that saith unto Me, ,Lord,
Lord,' shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will
of My Father which is in heaven." our professed allegiance to christ is
tested by our life's response to His commands, and, if there is grace in
our hearts and lives, if we are born of God, it will be manifest in these
ways that John puts his finger upon. Do we profess allegiance to
Christ? Then let us consider how well we love and cherish His
commandments and seek to carry them out in our hearts and lives oay
by day.

FIFTHLY, we have the Test of Behaviour, 2:6.'.He that saith he
abideth in Him ought himself so to walk even as He walked." The
possibil i ty envisaged here is that of being false to the world. How did
Christ walk? He tells us in John 8;29, "l do always," - mark that
word 'alway5' - "f do always those things that please Him," speaking
of the Father. Often we could say, "I always do those things that please
myself" but Jesus did not say that. "I do always those things that please
Him." Everywhere He went, everything He thought, everything He
said, everything He did pleased the Father. "He that saith he abideth in
Him ought himself so to walk even as He walked." How did He walk?
"I do always those things that please Him." That is the test of our
behaviour, does it please God? Are we walking as Christ rvalked? He
was not selfwil led. This is an age of self-wil l; i t is an age when many
who make a profession manifest a spirit that was found in the Jews of
old who said, "We will not have this Man to reign over us," and one is
reminded of the days of the Judges when we are told, "Every man did
that which was right in his own eyes." Jesus was not l ike that. He was
not self-wil led. He said, "I seek not Mine own wil l, but the wil l of the
Father which hath sent Me." It is a problem to put self aside and self
down. Let us ask God for grace to enable us to do it. Again, in John
6:38 it is recorded, "l came down from heaven not to do Mine own wil l
but the wil l of Him that sent Me." This is the test of behaviour in the
bbliever. This wil l test the genuineness of our Christianity, of our
profession, of our allegiance to Christ, of our communion with God.
Not to do our own wil l but the wil l of Him Who has loved us and
chosen us and called us and taken us to be His people. There you have
the test of behaviour, "l do always those things that please Him."

fi
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There is an old hymn which says:-
"Be like Jesus this my song,

In the home and in the throng,
Be like Jesus all day long,
I would be l ike Jesus."

If we would be like Jesus we must seek by grace to do always those
things that please Him at all times and in all places.

SIXTHLY, the Test of Spirituality. "He that sairh he is in the light,
and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now." 2:9 The
possibility envisaged here is rhat of being false to the brethren. In v.7
the Apostle John says, "Brethren, I write no new commandment unro
you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The
old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the
beginning." Yet in v.8 he says, "Again, a new commandment I write
unto you." There are senses in which the love of the brethren is the
oldest of the old commandments and yet there are senses in which the
old commandment has been given anew. A fresh glow, a fresh force, a
fresh meaning have been put upon it. Now, what is this love of the
brethren? The spirit of self-seeking, of rivalry is the very antithesis of
brotherly love. Trouble-makers in churches do not have brotherly love.
There are important issues that we must stand for in God's cause,
unapologetically and uncompromisingly - no matter how much
trouble it might cause - but when you see people that are fault-finding,
having critical spirits, mark that person and you can say, ..There goes a
soul that does not have brotherly love". I never yet encountered a
trouble-maker in a church that did nor seek to justify himself or herself
and such people always speak much about love and they always say the
other people in the church do not have love. The people that say that
are always the people that destroy the love and destroy the warmth and
destroy the harmony by their critical and fault-finding attitudes. My
friends, spirituality has rather more to do with deeds than with words
and feelings we learn here. This is an age of sensualism and it has
affected some people's thinking on spiritual matters but spirituality is
tested by this criteria, is there practical, self-sacrificing love? Do you
put others first, or must it always be your view, your way that prevails?
"He that saith he is in the l ight and hateth his brother is in darkness
even until now." Some folks are not worried about what havoc they
cause in a fellowship. They are not worried about what trouble it causes
people in their spirits and how much it spoils the services for them
knowing that all these things exist as an undercurrent just as long as
they can get their way. Let us always be self-sacrificing for the cause of
Christ. "In honour preferring one another." Let us give way whenever
we can. There are enough big issues to stand for without standing for
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little ones. Let us give where we can. The test of spirituality is in love,
practical, tangible love in the body of christ and foi the body of christ.

SEVENTHLY AND FINALLY, we hove the Test of Love. 4:20,,,1f
a man say I love God and hateth his brother he is a liar; for he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen?" The possibility envisaged here is of being false to all.
Love is the sign of the new birth. Love makes you long foi fellowship.
Love for the fellowship of God will manifest itself in love for the
fellowship of the saints, the brethren, the people of God. when a man
truly loves God he will love the things of God; he will love the word of
God; he will love the truth of God, the worship of God and the people
of God, "For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how
can he love God Whom he hath not seen?,' you see, the world,
observing such an individual will see that he has left their camp and
joined the Lord's people. who can really understand a soui that
professes to be a child of God who is content with just going along to
one service on Sunday only for one hour out of an entireweek beins in
the fellowship of God's people, the fellowship of God's Word ind
God's house? There should be such a distinction in a converted man or
woman showing that they have left the world's side and ioined the
people of Cod.

He being born of God will cast in his lot with the people of God
whom he will recognise and love as brethren. Do we have a love of the
brethren? Let us pray that they who profess God's Name in this nlace
may have a love for the brethren, for that is the real test of love. l,If a
man say I love God and hateth his brother, he is a liar; For he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen?"

These, then, are the seven great Tests of christian genuineness found
in the First Epistle of John. May cod show us all how it stands with our
souls by them tonight, Amen.

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shqlr declare it.
I Corinthians 3:13

Let no man deceive himself on this point. If anything is certain about
the future, it is certain that there will be a judgment; and if anything is
certain about judgment, it is certain that our ,,works,' and ,,words"
wil l be considered and examined in it. Though they cannot justify us,
works are most important.

-J .  C.  Ryle

l
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Jottings from a pilgrim's notebook :i
Luke 5:12-16. Here I see a man with a great need. He came to Jesus

with it. He was humble for he fell on his face. He was earnest, he
besought Jesus. He stated his faith that Jesus could work a miracle for
him. He submitted his request to the will of Jesus, "if thou wilt". His
need was gloriously met.

So if I have some great need let me learn from this leper. I must come
in to the very presence of Jesus. I must come reverently: I must come in
faith believing that He can meet my need. Above all I must submit my
request to His will. I must not plead for what I want: but I must truly
desire that His will shall be done, not mine. As I do this I can always be
sure that He will answer, and it will be the very best thing for me. He
will always give me His peace whatever the answer, or if I have to wait
for it. If the outward circumstances continue just as they were, He will
give spiritual enrichmerit, and grace, for His will is periect.

A. V. McC.

Book Reviews
Expository Sermons on 2 Peter. D. M. Lloyd-Jones. Banner of
Truth Trust. Hardback Pp. 263. 06.95.

Here are 25 Sermons preached by the Doctor in Westminster Chapel
when he began to build up his tremendous congregation in 1946-7. This
was his first series on one book of the Bible, and it set the pace and style
of his later more detailed, expositions. It is a model for young
preachers.

In printed form this book will do much to help build up established
Christians in the essentials of the faith. The subject matter of course
follows the Epistle of Peter, but the Doctor has much to add in
presenting the historic faith to a modern generation. He calls on his
expert knowledge of medicine, psychology, and his wide reading in
other spheres to enlighten the reader on the authority of Scripture, the
Sovereignty of God, the assurance of salvation, the Second Advent,
false prophets in the church, God and Time, the importance of Biblical
history, and other subjects. The three chapters on Growth in Grace, are
a miniature exposition of the Christian life and would be valuable if
printed in paperback form for widespread pastoral use. This book will
be most valuable to the ministry and leaders of every denomination,
and we recommend it as one of the Doctor's most penetrating and
forceful works.

w.J .P .
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Rich Gleanings from Rabbi Duncan. 397pp, paperback. Free
Presbyterian Publications. f4.50.

This attractively produced book was first published in 1925; the
publishers have done the christian public good service in bringing out
this new edition.

Dr. Duncan (affectionately known as ,Rabbi' on account of his
profound Hebrew knowledge) was indeed a remarkable man. The
inscription on his tombstone is an apt description of the man - ..3n
eminent scholar, a profound theologian, a man of tender piety and of a
lowly loving spirit".

This book provides a short outline of his life and contains some of his
sermons, communion addresses, theological lectures and expository
lectures on part of l. Peter.

Though he was such a great scholar his ministry was marked by great
simplicity. There is much to warm the heart in these pages.

M.H .

The Life of John Murray. Iain H. Murray. Banner of rruth rrust.
Pp. 158. Paperback f,2.95.

"The Life of John Murray" first appeared accompanying the four
volumes of his "collected writings". It is now available se[arately in
this popular edition. As Professor of Systematic Theology firsi at
Princeton and then at Westminter Theological Seminary, Murray was
involved in the struggle to maintain the theological tradition of Hodges
and B. B. Warfield. Some account of these events appears in this"Life". Murray was a notable scholar and in his lectures sought to give
his students an authoritative presentation of historic Christiinity. 

-

R .J .L .S .

"Firm Foundations". peter Jeffery and Owen Milton, Evangelical
Press of Wales, 92pp, f1.20.

Especially written "for those beginning the Christian life", this little
book is composed of sixty-two brief studies on selected chapters of the
Bible, not as a "detailed exposition", but as an introduction and
incentive to study further. Not all will agree with the advice given not to
start reading the Bible at Genesis but at Mark. The N.l.V. is the basis of
the comments and one wonders how the ,,beginner" will react to the
element of doubt sounded in some passages of that version - hardly a"firm foundation",

Despite these criticisms, we heartily commend the substance of these
studies. Some profound truths are put simply and clearly. For example,
in the comment upon Genesis 3, "What Adam did has more influence

IF
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Prayer will make a man cease from sin, or sin will entice a man to
cease from prayer. Pray often: for prayer is a shield to the soul, a
sacrifice to God, and a scourge to Satan.

John Bunyan

on your life today than anything that is happening now. your sinful
nature is to be traced back to Genesis 3. There is only One who can
change your sinful nature and regain for you access to God. Read
Romans 5:1, 17-19".

H .J .W.L .

Simon Peter. Hugh Martin. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 161-. f2.45.
This is another reprint of a Banner "best-seller". The sections

originated as a series of Magazine articles in 1869, and were not
published in book form till 1967. Lives of the Apostle peter often so
stress his forthright and rugged character as a fisherman that the
impression left is the greatness of peter! Not so the writing of Hugh
Martin. Here we have every shade of peter's character drawn skillfuily
and reverently so that the prevailing impression is the greatness of the
Saviour. overall it is a picture of what the Saviour must mean to every
truly converted person. It is a challenge to each of us, calling for sincere
devotion "Has your christian life, O believer, ever suffered a shock, or
fallen under some slow decay? And has the Lord recovered you? Would
you fain know and prove that the Lord has recovered you? - What
efforts have you made, what anxieties have you had, what heart do you
feel to the commanded duty - 'When thou art converted, strengt'hen
thy brethren?". With good print, and a most attractive -oonlight
fishing boat cover, it will bring challenge and blessing to every ..ud...

w.J .P.

Voyage to Freedom. David Gay. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 149.
f2.45.

This is a story of the Mayflower on her Atlantic crossing in 1620. The
names of the main characters are historical, but the intimate characters
are ficticious, brought in so as to build a realistic picture of the exciting
and adventurous experiences of the pilgrim Fathers who left thii
country to found colonies in America, where they could practice their
religion according to their conscience. The pages are illuminated by pen
and ink sketches of the ships and costumes of those days, which will
help the young to visualise the story for themselves.

w.J.P.


