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Editorial
The commandments today are openly broken and it is difficult to

single out the most broken of the Ten. The fourth commandment is
not openly broken but is very much under attack at the present time.
Persistent and determined efforts are being made to remove the last
remaining hedges around the Day in our national statute books. It is
good therefore to remind ourselves of the privilege and responsibility
of maintaining the Lord's Day.

The Sabbath is a divine institution, it is not a Jewish ordinance. nor
something imposed by the Christian church. It derives its authority
from God as Creator. It is His by command. The Sabbath was
intended for all mankind not just for one nation; it was ,,made for
man" said the Lord Jesus Christ. It is part of the eternal order of
things.

When the Law was given on Sinai, God said ,,remember the
Sabbath Day to keep it holy". It was not something new that was
being promulgated, but a re-iteration of that which had been observed
from the beginning. In other words Moses did not introduce it. but
endorsed it.

The Lord Jesus, when in conflict with the pharisees did not
repudiate the fourth commandment. He did not attack Sabbath
observance but only the superstitious Pharisaical impositions. He
Himself observed it; He went into the synagogue ,,as His custom
was". It is important to remember that the same God who said ,,Thou
shalt not kill" and "Thou shalt not commit adultery" also said"remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy". The commandments
stand or fall together.

The Sabbath commemorates God's creative work; He Himself
rested on the seventh day because He was satisfied with His
handiwork (Gen. 1:31). The Sabbath also commemorates God's
redemptive work (see Deut 5:14,15). We observe the Lord's Day as a
witness to the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. It is a perpetual
reminder of all the benefits that are ours through His death and
passion.

A right observance of the Lord's Day is a protest against a
materialistic view of life, of being too wedded to earthly things.
Sunday has become a very hectic and crowded day for very many
people. We are in the strange position of having more leisure than our
forefathers; yet we seem to have no time at all. We need to resist the
growing secularisation of the Lord's Day and to have courage not to
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take the line of least resistance. Let it be a day with a difference, the
best day of the week.

A Prayer for Spiritual
Enlightenment

A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton
"Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy

lsw," Psalm II9,I8.

Here is a prayer for spiritual illumination and everyone who wishes
to get the best out of his Bible reading would do well to pray this
prayer, or one similar to it, as we open the sacred Volume because
prayer does in a very real sense open the casket which contains the
treasure. New light will often shine from a very old and familiar text if
we offer a prayer for God's blessing on our study and our meditation.
At such times we often behold a beauty which language just cannot
express.

Here is a very lovely text then, "Open Thou mine eyes that I may
behold wondrous things out of Thy law." We imagine tha :nis text
must have been looked at by many children over the years in our
Sunday School, displayed, as it is, on one of the walls there. Let us
look at it, then, and you will find that it embodies basic and important
truths. First of all it tells us in effect that the Bible is a unique book.
Psalm I l9 is all in praise of God's Word. It is the Psalmist's exultant
testimony as to the value of God's Word. And you remember too how
the Psalmist sets his subject in many lights; he treats it in different
ways and what he gives to us is the fruit of deep experience, careful
observation and earnest meditation. Just look at the section from
which our text is taken and you will notice that there are a variety of
names that the Psalmist uses to describe the Scriptures. In v.17 he
speaks of it as 'Thy Word'; in our text it is spoken of as 'Thy law'. In
the next verse 'Thy commandments'; v.20, 'Thy judgments'; v.22,
'Thy testimonies'; v.23, 'Thy statutes'. All this points to the fact that .&
the Bible is a unique Book. It is unique because it is in a very real sense Jffi
God's Book. He gave it. It is the best of Books. There are many :'-

wonderful books in the world but the Bible towers above them all. It is
supreme. Now what makes it so different from the rest of the books?
Well it is because of its source; God in a very real sense is the Author.
It is God's Book. There are perhaps some forty writers employed in it
and it was written over a period like 1600 years, but over and above all
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it is Cod's Book. Listen to what Paul says when he was writing to
Timothy, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God" and that is a
most interesting word. It l i terally means from the Greek, 'God-

breathed'. That is what Scripture is; it comes to us from the breath of
God. Then there is a great verse at the end of 2 Peter l, "Holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost," and how I well
remember the clergyman to whom I was a curate in Dublin long years
ago - he used to speak of this verse and say it is a nautical term. He
said the idea behind the verse was of an old sailing ship with the mast
full up and the wind in the sails being driven along,
and that is how it was when men wrote the Bible, "They spake as they
were moved by God." So it is different; it is unique because of its
source. God is the Author. And then it is unique, not only because of
its source, but of its stabil ity. You know many books do not last very
long. There is no re-print in the majority of volumes. They have their
day; they cease to be; they are consigned to oblivion. But not so with
the Bible; it is sti l l  the best seller, though one wonders if i t is sti l l  the
best read Book, but, although it is centuries old it is absolutely up to
date. It is relevant today. When we consider for example the Book of
Ecclesiastes it speaks to us of conditions that are relevant to today. Do
you remember the word that comes in Isaiah 40, and Peter quotes it in
his first letter, "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word
of the Lord endureth for ever." It is unique because of its stabil ity.
And no book has drawn upon it so much of the wrath of man as the
Bible. Read your history again and you wil l know that t ime and time
again there have been concerted efforts to consign it to oblivion, to the
flames, but, Phoenix-l ike, it has risen from the ashes. It is
indestructible; it is authoritative; it is reliable; it is accurate.

It is unique because of its source and because of its stability, and
it is unique because of its sufficiency. It contains all we need for faith
and practice. It tells us what we should believe and what we should do.
and this is the great foundation truth of the Reformers. This is what
the Church rediscovered in time of the Reformation that the Bible
alone is the basis of our faith, not the Bible and the Church, or the
Bible and tradition, but the Bible itself. Holy Scripture, says the
Reformers, contains all things necessary to salvation. What a
wonderful revelation it is! You know we have grown accustomed to it.
We have perhaps grown over-familiar with it but let us pray that God
afresh wil l awake us to the wonder of the Volume that is put into our
hands. It is not a haphazard collection of writ ings; it is an organic
whole. It is remarkable when you think of it that the writers employed
lived at different t imes, in different countries, they spoke different
languages; they came from different backgrounds, and yet there is a
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perfect unity and harmony - it is wonderful - it is a unique Book.
Nothing can compare with it. So David prays, "Open thou mine eyes
that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." You have to
remember that David's Bible was smaller than ours - the rest of the
Old Testament had not been written and certainly the New Testament
had not. But now the canon of Scripture is complete, nothing to be
added, nothing to be taken away. This is God's revelation to men. It is
unique.

Then the Bible, notice, certainly contains wondrous things. This
was the burden of the Psalmist's prayer that God would open his eyes
that he could see the wonder of God's written Book. David was
convinced that the written Word was filled with treasures. Here are
things of surpassing beauty, precious things, priceless treasures. Then
when we think of the contents of the Bible, its histories, its types, its
poetry, its doctrines, its prophecies, we begin at once to realise just
how unique and how wonderful a Book it is. It tells us about God and
man. It tells us about sin and death; it tells us about heaven and hell. It
speaks to us; it speaks to us of eternity and of eternal things. It tells us
of a salvation so graciously and so freely provided. Here in this Book
you will see the glory and the majesty of God. Here you will see
something of the mystery of His providence; here you will see the
loveliness of Christ, that He is altogether lovely, the chiefest :rmong
ten thousand. Here you will see the extent of His redeeming work.
Here in this Volume you will see the activity of the Holy Spirit of God
and you will see the nature and function of the Church, and here are
words in this Book which, if accepted and acted upon, u'ill bring a
man or a woman into an experience of spiritual life. Listen to what the
New Testament says, "We are begotten again to a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." We are begotten again by
this Word of God which liveth and abideth for ever, (l Peter l:23).
God's words, you see, are to be appropriated, they are not just there
to be analysed or dissected as some would do. They are, to put it like
this, for consumption and not for controversy or, as someone else has
put it, they are 'the banqueting room of the soul,' as well as the
'classroom'. Do you remember Jeremiah's word. He says of God's
Word, "Thy words were found and I did eat them and Thy word was
unto me the joy and the rejoicing of my heart." God's Word is not
only to be admired but to be appropriated, to be assimilated, to be
taken into our very selves. We cannot dispense with the Scriptures;
they are vital; they are essential to spiritual growth and development.

Now look at our text and its prayer, "Open Thou mine eyes that I
may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." The Scriptures are full
of wonders and especially they reveal Him Whose Name is
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Wonderful, but our eyes by nature are dim - they need to be opened
by the Spirit of God, or we shall not see the fulness and the richness
and the glory of God's revelation. David was convinced that by
himself he could not discover these hidden treasures and so his prayer
is virtually a confession of his own inabil ity to detect the wondrous
things of God's Word, and he recognised that there must be a work of
God on his inward eyes before he sees these wondrous things. It is
interesting, because in v.99 he says, "I have more understanding than
all my teachers" and yet we find him coming to God under a great
sense of his blindness and ignorance and praying God to open his
spiritual eyes that he might behold the wonders of God's Word. Now I
would suggest to you that this is the invariable effect of Divine
teaching. Those who have been best taught will be the most ready to
sit at the feet of Jesus as though they knew nothing, and have
everything to learn. Is not this exactly the case with Mary of Bethany
who sat at the feet of Jesus and the Lord said she had chosen that
good part. And our Lord said there were things hidden not only from
the careless and the unconcerned but also from the wise and prudent
which nevertheless have been revealed unto babes in Christ. Do you
remember how on the day of the resurrection when our Lord met with
the disciples in the upper room and they were terribly affrighted when
they saw Him and He said, "All things that are written in the law of
Moses are fulf i l led in Me." and this is what Luke said of it. "Then

opened He their understanding that they might understand the
Scriptures." Of course they had the Old Testament. They knew it;
they had listened to the teaching of Christ, and yet there was a veil on
their eyes and it was only when the Lord drew near and lifted the veil
that they understood, and it was just the same with those two on their
way to Emmaus, "Their eyes were holden that they should not see
Him" and it was as the Lord ministered to them and opened the
Scriptures to them, expounding to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself that the veil was lifted and they saw clearly the
fulness of the prophetic Scriptures. And you remember too how Paul
prayed for the Ephesian christians, and what a pastor Paul was! He
was not only a theologian and a preacher, but essentially a pastor, and
there you find him on his knees and he is praying for these Ephesian
christians that the eyes of their understanding might be enlightened.
He was praying that their inward eyes might see what God had
graciously revealed, and so we rightly sing:-

"The Spirit breathes upon the Word
And brings the truth to sight
Precepts and promises afford

A sanctifying l ight."

I
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Now David here teaches us that it is our duty to seek in prayer the
aid of the Spirit of God to bring illumination to us, and such prayer is
not just optional, surely it is obligatory, and this is why every time we
meet together in Church and the Scriptures are to be opened up in the
sermon we pray for God's enabling grace and it should be so in our
own quiet times when we take up the volume and read. We should
breathe a prayer for the illumination of God's Spirit. We should
realise that we are on holy ground, that we have taken into our hand
no ordinary volume but we have in our hands the lively oracles of
God and remember that God in His grace will cause us to behold
wondrous things out of His Word. We cannot do better than pray the
prayer of Samuel. You will remember when God was speaking to him
in the night watches in the temple he said, "Speak Lord, for Thy
servant heareth" and surely that is a prayer that God delights to hear
and to answer, "Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law."

Perhaps an illustration will help us here to see the. relationship
between our study of God's Word, and the work of the Holy Spirit.
When we pray, as we do, "Give us this day our daily bread" we don't
sit down idly, we get up and we get busy and God supplies our daily
bread. We are, to use Paul's words, "workers together with Him,"
and so it is in our Bible study, we pray for il lumination but that does
not mean that our study and close attention is unnecessary, or
undesirable. Not at all. We must bring our minds and all our faculties
to bear on what we read. I was taught when I was a curate that we
should give the best hours of the day to the preparation for the pulpit
or for the Bible exposition. Bend all our powers and our faculties to it,
but, even so, we are depending on the illumination of the Holy Spirit.
So we pray and we begin searching, like the Bereans of whom we read
in Acts lT, that "they were more noble than those in Thessalonica in
that they searched the Scriptures daily whether these things were so."
We begin to search depending on the Holy Spirit and He opens our
eyes to behold wondrous things out of God's law. Remember it is only
God can open our spiritual eyes. We need spiritual illumination. What
was it that our Lord said, "A man can receive nothing except it be
given him from above" and Paul had to say that "the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God" - he cannot understand
them for they are foolishness unto him. We need to pray for the
illumination which comes from above, and if you find the Bible a
sealed Book remember the reason probably is, you have not sought
Divine help. We could all do with taking heed to the text this evening
and pray it in earnestness as we read our daily portion and do our
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Bible study. Do you remember how our Lord laid such emphasis on
the ministry of the Spirit. Immediately prior to the cross He says of
the Holy Spirit, "He will teach you all things" - and another time He
said "He will guide you into all truth; He will testify of Me." So then,
if you are finding your Bible reading not as thrilling as it ought to be,
perhaps you have neglected to pray in earnest for God's guidance and
direction and illumination. Are you conscious of spiritual blindness?
Then listen to His counsel that came to the Church at Laodicea,
"Anoint thy eyes with eyesalve that thou mayest see." Yes, if we
desire a clearer insight into the wondrous things of Scripture we must
pray earnestly for it. So once more we thank God for the inestimable
gift of God's Holy Word, the Bible which is our guide through a dark
world, as it says "Thy Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light to our
path." And as the days get darker how we need the illumination that
comes from the old Book!

Here you will find, not only a guide for life, but nourishment and
sustenance. Listen again to the same Psalm, "How sweet are Thy
words unto my taste, yea sweeter also than honey to my mouth." You
will not grow and you will not develop in spiritual things if you neglect
to read the Scriptures. Listen to what Peter says, "As newborn babes
desire the sincere milk of the Word that ye may grow thereby." I think
this is one of the tragedies of modern christendom that we have a lot
of stunted growth in our congregations - people who are no doubt
christians but they have not gone on very far - and there is one
reason, they have neglected to take in regular nourishment.

The Bible is not only a guide and nourishment but surely it is also a
support in trial. Listen again to this same Psalm, "This is my comfort
in my affliction" and I am sure there are many who can say when they
have gone through some very dark passage, through some dark and
mysterious providence, God has made some verse to give life and to
come alight and it has help"d them tremendously and has been a
support to them in trial. And then it is something else, it is our source
of joy. Listen again "Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of
my pilgrimage." This Book will give you a wonderful uplift. It will
give you joy unceasing. When the Sovereign was crowned in
Westminster Abbey there was given to her a copy of the Bible with
these words, "Receive the Bible, the lively oracles of God, the most
valuable thing this world affords".

What is the Bible in your estimation? Is it just a Book of antiquity?
Is it just a Book of religious knowledge that you struggled through,
maybe to get your matriculation or your G.C.E. or whatever they are
doing these days? What is the Bible to you? Can you say "Here are the
lively oracles of God . ' ' Let us then love it; let us believe it . Let us learn
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it. I think we miss out today when we do not learn the Scriptures like
we used to and I am always grateful for the fact that again in my
curacy days in Ireland we had such a wonderful teaching on the One
Hundred Texts and we learned them, and not only the texts but the
reference as well, and they stick with you. Commit the Word to
memory. Yes, learn it and not just learn it but practice it. We are not
just to admire the Word but we are to be doers of it and we are to
defend it and we are to pass it on to others.

Thank God for His Word, and take with you the text, familiar as it
is, but let it come to us with renewed power and vigour, "Open Thou
mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law." If we
pray that prayer with earnestness and sincerity our Bible reading will
become a living thing. 

M. H.

His bones preached
(The final instalment in a series on the life of Joseph)

W. J. McDOWELL

We may reckon that Joseph was 56 years old when he attended the
funeral of Jacob, who lived in Egypt 17 years (Gen, 47:28). Until his
own death 54 years later (Gen. 50:26) he most likely remained an
honoured statesman in Egypt.

On his deathbed "Joseph said to his brethren, I die; and God will
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he
sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob... and ye shall carry up my
bones from hence" (Gen. 50:24-25);

HOW HELPLESS! When Joseph said: "I am about to die" he
must have been very much aware of his own helplessness. In one day
he had been raised from slavery to sovereignty. Under God he had
been the deliverer of Egypt, and the saviour of his own people. But
neither his wonderful experiences in life, nor his exalted position could
prevent his death. "He died...and he was put in a coffin in Egypt".

"The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave,

Awaits alike th'inevitable hour.
The paths of glory leod but to the grave."
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Some years ago, Loraine Boettner pointed out that according to the
United Nations statistical yearbook, 1954, approximately 30 million
people die every year. "That means that on an average one person
somewhere in the world dies every second. Think of it! Every time the
clock ticks some one dies!" The difficulty of realising that one day it
will be my turn to depart this life have been well expressed in the
sentence "All men think all men mortal, but themselves". But
declaration stands true: "It is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgement". Bishop Ryle comments: "The wise man is
he who does not think only of earthly treasure, but of treasure in
heaven."

HOW HOPEFUL! It was a sure and certain hope that Joseph had.
"God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from
hence". His expectation was fulfilled. When the Israelites left Egypt
about 200 years later "Moses took the bones of Joseph with him"
(Exod. 13:19). After the conquest of Canaan they were buried in
Shechem (Joshua 24:32). The comment recorded in Hebrews ll:22is
"By faith, Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of
the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones".

Joseph lived for 80 years in Egypt. He had been given an Egyptian
name by Pharaoh (Gen. 4I:45). He had married an Egyptian lady
(Gen. 41:45). His sons had been born in Egypt. It would seem that this
honoured statesman ought to be buried with full Egyptian pomp and
ceremony. But if any such matters were suggested to Joseph he said, in
effect, "No, I am an Israelite, and I want my bones to be buried in the
land promised to my forefathers. In the meantime let my body be
embalmed, and put in a coffin". To repeat the words of M. Henry:
He preferred "a significant burial in Canaan" before "a magnificent
one in Egypt".Are we his imitators? Or, are we so obsessed with the
present that the future counts for little?

HOW INSTRUCTIVE! We have no record of any psalm that
Joseph wrote, or, of any prayer he used. His life was so full of state
activity, and so crowned with earthly honours that we might be
inclined to think he was not so godly as his ancestors. His dying wishes
prove the contrary, and illustrate the whole tenor of his life. He
showed unbounded faith in the promises of God to Israel, and wished
to be identified with the favoured people. Like his forbears he "died

in faith".
By giving commandment "concerning his bones" he preached a

sermon that lasted for approximately 200 years - from the time of his
death until his bones were buried in Shechem. His embalmed,
coffined, but unburied body would continually "preach" to his
people.

It is possible that after Joseph's death the Israelites were
prosperous. If so, the bones would declare: "This is not your home.
Do not be content to settle here".
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"And thus that dark betrayal night
With the last advent we unite,
By one blest choin of loving rite,

Until He come".

After some years a new king came to power, who ..knew not
Joseph" (Ex. l:8) and he afflicted them with cruel and srievous
burdens. Then the bones could remind them: "Do not despair; these
cruelties will not always continue. God will come and deliver you".

No longer have we Joseph's bones to stir our memories. and we
have no command to give reverence to so called ,relics' of the saints,
but we have been left by the Saviour a simple, powerful ordinance of
remembrance - the Lord's Supper. He speaks by it of His unique,
perfect sacrifice for our sins, "until He come". It can remind ui in
prosperity: "here we have no continuing city". Christ will return in
glory. In adversity it can comfort us with the truths: ,,It is Christ that
died, ye,a rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us". In times ol doubt tne
Supper can assure us of the truth of these thines we believe.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE 

ij: i
THE OLD BAILEY .,

The chief criminal law court in London is called The Old Bailey. ln
that building are several courtrooms in which criminal cases are tried.
In each of the courtrooms there is a public gallery, so ordinary
members of the public can go there to watch and listen to a trial taking
place.

A recent visit there gave us many things to think about. The
procedure is very solemn and serious and there are officials all around
to make sure that no one misbehaves.

When you peep over the balcony of the public gallery you can pick
out the accused man in the dock, the Judge presiding over all the
dealings, the members of the jury who have to decide whether the
accused is guilty or not guilty, and the lawyers acting for the
prosecution and the defence.

Looking at the Judge in his robes and wig, we are reminded that one
day each one of us "must stand before the judgment seat of Christ"
(Romans 14.10) "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment." That is an appointment that we must all keep. Many



The Gospel Magazine

crimes are committed in this country that are never solved and never
brought to judgment. But nothing is hidden from God and all things
are known to him. His judgment is perfect, just and true. No mistake
is ever made.

The jury have a very difficult job. They have to listen to both sides
of the case and decide on the evidence presented by the witnesses,
what is true. Sometimes the evidence is confusing and not truthful, so
making the task of the jury even more difficult. God knows our
hearts. We cannot lie to him.

His word can "discern the thoughts and intents of the heart.... all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have
to do." (Heb 4 l2-13).

For the man in the dock, accused of a crime, the proceedings of the
court are vitally important. If he is found "guilty" he will be punished
perhaps by imprisonment. If he is found "not guilty" he will be set
free. So the judgment of the judge and jury will dramatically affect his
life.

For us at the day of judgment, the sentence of the great Judge will
affect us for all eternity. How awful to hear the words "Depart from
me, ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels." But how wonderful to hear "Come ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world."

Before the judgment is passed a lot of work and preparation is done
by many people - detectives, policemen, advocates and lawyers - all
working towards the judgment.

What work and preparation must we do before the judgment day?
We have to plead guilty. We have to acknowledge that we deserve
God's wrath and curse. We have to plead for mercy. The Lord Jesus
took the punishment for sin when he died on the cross. Our sins
deserve the death sentence and the death sentence has been executed
on the very Son of God. What an amazing event! He died to take a
punishment that He did not deserve, so that we should escape a
punishment that we do deserve.

During this visit to The Old Bailey we saw a young teenage girl
sitting on the stairs leading to one of the courtrooms. She was alone
and quietly crying - just a picture of misery. Obviously someone she
loved was in trouble, and the procedures of justice were causing her a
great deal of pain and anguish. One could not help feeling sorry for
her but could do nothing to help.

Our sin has brought us misery in this life and Jesus tells us that hell
is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. But if we ask for mercy
the Lord will save us from this miserable state. He will bring us at last
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to heaven to be with Himself and shall wipe away all tears from our
eyes (Rev 7 l7).

QUrZ

Who came to save his people from sin? (Matt l.2l)
Who was sentenced to death for rouching the ark of God? (2
Sam 6.6)
What is the wages of sin? (Rom 6.23)
What was Haman hanged on? (Esther 7.10)
God is described as Judge of all the
David sings of judgment along with what else? (psalm tOt.t)
God brings every work into judgment whether it be good or

(Eccles 12.14)
8 The men of which city will rise in judgment to condemn those

who do not repent? (Matt 12.41)
9 What has God prepared for judgment? (psalm 9.7) 

:
The initials of your answers will spell out the subject of the story.

The First Epistle of John
A. V. McCANDLISH (Minehead)

"Behold what manner of love the father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the wortd inoweth
us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved now are we the sons of God.
v.l,2(a).

' '

Here we see the relationship between God and the believer. It is
truly astonishing, God has made us His sons. It would be unbelievable
if anyone other than God had said it. Think, He is the creator of the
universe, which is so vast that we cannot comprehend it. In
comparison our earth is just a tiny speck. on this earth there are. and
have been millions and millions of men: yet God has made believers
His sons. God is eternal, He had no beginning, and will have no end,
while men are creatures of but a few years. Most of all God is holy,
perfect in holiness. He is like light in His absolute purity, so that no
evil can exist in His presence. How can He possibly take sinful men
and make them His sons? The idea is incomprehensible to

. (Gen 18.25)
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unregenerate men, so John says, "therefore the world knoweth us
not." When the Creator became man, they failed to recognise Him in
spite of the life of holiness and love that He lived for all to see. In fact
they condemned Him for blasphemy, and crucified Him. It would be
very surprising therefore if they recognised believers as sons of God,
the whole idea is foolishness to them. What then is the explanation of
this amazing statement? It is a revelation of the infinite love and grace
of God. "Behold what love the Father hath bestowed upon us." Such
love is utterly incomprehensible to men, yet Paul declares that it can
be measured by believers. "That ye may be able to comprehend with
all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height: and
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge." Eph. 3;18, 19.
We came to know it in our experience, when we were born again. We
grasped the length, "God so loved that He gave His Son:" and the
breadth, "He loved the world": the depth, it took Jesus into the depth
of hell: and the height, He brought us into this experience of
everlasting life. He made us His sons. He made us to be partakers of
the divine nature. 2 Pet.l;4. Since God is eternal, He imparted to us
eternal life, it is an eternal relationship, we shall never die. God has
bound himself to us for ever and ever: He is pledged to care for us as a
father for His children, to love us, to protect, to plan for us, and to fit
us in everything for our lives now, and hereafter. We can
confidently look to Him in every time of need, to do the very best for
us .

"Beloved now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet oppear
what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall oppear, we shqll be
like Him; for we sholl see Him as He is." V.2.

This relationship is so astonishing that John looks forward eagerly
to see what lies ahead. It is hidden; there is nothing to satisfy curiosity.
One thing only is distinct: Jesus is coming back to earth, "He will
appear." Jesus Himself said, "They shall see the Son of man coming
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." Mat. 24;30. The
one thing revealed to him is, "we shall be like Him." We shall be
recognised then as sons of God. Jesus was declared to be the Holy One
of God, and Paul says, "our hearts shall be stablished unblameable in
holiness before God, even the Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all His saints." I Thess.3; 13. John takes up this thought
of being pure from all sin in the next verse; but first he gives the reason
for this change, "for we shall see Him as He is." This will be a
transforming vision, as we gaze upon Him with nothing at all to
hinder; we shall see Him as He is, and He will banish for ever all the
impurities of sin. They can never exist in His presence, they must go.
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Then we shall be perfect in Him, we shall be all that He intends us tobe.
"And every mon that hsth this hope in Him purifieth himself, evenas He is pure." v.3.
This is a statement of fact. All who hope to be like christ when Hecomes again, are even no.1 making every effort to become pu..-irorn

sin. As partakers of the divine nature sin is seen in its true .oiouir, unahas become abhorrent to them. Sin is not compatible with the nature ofa child of God. wourd one who is indwelt by the u"iv spiiilii". i"
sin? He is distinguished from the unregenerate by this fact that hestrives to be pure from all sin. He p.ayr to this end; ana iecotnrsing
that imagination is at the source of very much sin, he seeks to trive nismind filled with the word of God. He ieeks to mortify his old nature,
and he learns the .ff.:t 9{ looking to the Lord Jesus ionstan;iy-;,we
all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of tt.lora, ar.changed into the same image from gloiy to glor!, ,u.n u, Uy tfr.Spi.it
of the Lord." 2 Cor.3;18. As he rooks ani dia* near to cnrisi uyfaith, _the Holy Spirit turns him from sin, in order that he ,nuy ."n".t
something of Christ.
v'4 to I0 deal with the rerationship of the chitd of God to sin. ,,whoso
commit.teth sin transgresseth also the law: for iin is the transgression
of lhe law. v.4.

God's law is summed up in the words, "thou shalt love the Lord thy
QoO -ryi.th all thy heart and soul and strength; and thy n.igt Uou. a,thyself;" so sin is committed whenever seriis-put in any;;y il ior.
God, and whenever self is put in any way befoie ottrer peopie. e, *.face this statement we are bound to confess that we a.f ali guiliv of
sin. we were born with a sinful nature, so that it *ar ou. naiuie lo'pu,
self first, that is to please ourselves. See Rom 3;9 _ 23. Johncontinues -

"And ye know thot He wss manifested to take away our sins: and inHim is no sin." v.S.

.This was the purpose of christ when He came to earth. In order to
take away our sins, {e flrst became man, thus identifyin! ffirnseff
with the human race. He kept the law perfectly showini rtls love to
God, and His love to men in all that He did. Then in love to God He
offered Himself as an offering to God. Jn.t4;31. In rove to man He
took on Himself the sin of the world. He suffered the punishm.nt du.
to that sin, and covered it for ever with His own brood. By the Holy
Spirit He convicts men of sin: He calls the sinner, ,,come now rei usreason together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet. thev
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shall be as white as snow: though they be red like crimson, they shall

be as wool." Isa l:18. He calls men to trust themselves to Him,
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Acts
16;31. By His grace we are born of the Spirit, and become the sons of

God.
"Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not." v.6.

John is not saying that those who trust in Christ will never sin again.
He says, "Whosoever abideth in Him" and this word does not refer to

any single act of faith. It means keeps on trusting in Christ to take

over in each situation as it occurs. It means keeps on clinging to Him

without keeping anything back. Then as the believer does so, Christ
will not allow him to be drawn into sin. He will lead him away from it,

to do what is right. "He sinneth not", that is such an one does not

continue in sin. If he forgets to cling to Christ, and begins to go his

own way, then he sins, and according to I Jn. l;8,9 he must confess it

and receive forgiveness and cleansing. Christ came to take away our

sins, so as we keep clinging by faith to Him, He leads us away from

sin.
"Whosoever sinneth hsth not seen Him, neither known Him." v'6

(b).

Those who live to please self, and go their own way, declare plainly

by their manner of life that they have never seen Christ as their own
personal Saviour, nor have they any experimental knowledge of Him.

They declare by their way of life that God is a stranger to them, and

any knowledge they have of Him, or of Christ is only theoretical'

They do not know Jesus as Saviour, nor God as their Father.

"Little children, let no mon deceive you; he that doeth

righteousness is righteous, even qs He is righteous."v.7.

Doing righteousness does not mean doing some morally good deeds

sometimes. It is loving God with all the heart, and one's neighbour as

oneself. Micah said, "What doth the Lord thy God require of thee,

but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy

God?" Mic. 6;8. This thing is quite impossible to any man in his

natural state. When he is born again, then he really does know God as

his Father, and loves Him, and walks in fellowship with Him. It is

only then that the love of God is shed abroad in his heart, and he

begins to love his neighbour as himself. He begins to do justly, and

lov-es mercy. This righteousness is from God, who is righteous in all

His ways. ihose who are born of God should be recognised as sons of

God by these works of righteousness as they are seen in their lives.
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They -are only produced in their lives as they continue in fellowship
with Christ.

"He thot committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth fromth-e beginning. For this purpose the son oicoa was monifesteai natHe might destroy the works of the devil."v.g.
All sin comes from the devil; he is the origin of all evil. It a[ began

with his rebellion. we read how Satan cami to Adam and Eve, andhow, through tempting them to sin, he established tris tingaom or evit
among men on the earth. All who have been born of Alam,s race,
were.born as subjects of Satan, their lives were ruled by Satan'sprinciples of evil; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eves, unJ-tn.pride of life. In rhis sense they are of the devil, children tr ine Jeuil;
they are born with a nature that is bound to follow these Satanicprinciples. They are his subjects and bondslaves. It is stil l true that allwho live to please self are revealed as his subjects. The Lord iesus-was
manifested to destroy the works of the devil. He was maniresteo, ttrat
is, revealed by His incarnation, by His personal ministry, UV His
{.ltlt' resurrection, and ascension, and by the ministry oiitr""rrorv
Spirit. By His incarnation He identified Himself with men. He became
man's representative, and as such He took upon Himself our sin, and
suffered the punishment due to it. He died for our sins, but He rose in
triumph from the dead. Thus He destroyed the works of the devil. ge
conquered Satan, sin, and death, and as victor returned to His throne.
- 

"Through death, He destroyed him that hath the power or alatn,
that is the devil; and delivered them who through feir of death were
al l  their  l i fet ime subject to bondage. ' ,  Heb. Z; lq,  $."Vl/'hosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed
remaineth in him: snd he cannot sin, because he is born o7 God.,, ,.0.

Let me repeat, John is not saying that those who are born of God do
not sin any more. What he says is, that no_one who is truly born of
God habitually practices sin. Jesus was manifested that He migtrt
destroy the works of the devil, and one of these works is the slavery in
which he holds his sub jects. As we have seen their lives are .ui"d uv tt.
three. satanic p_rinciples, and Jesus destroys this bondage. irre ota
sinful life of self pleasing is brought to an end, and they bJgin the new
!!fe of doing God's will. It was not that they turned ou.. i new leaf.
They experienced a death, and a new birth. As sons of God they have
the new nature of sons of God, with all the urge of a son to love God,
1nd to love other people. This new nature is of the seed of Coa, ana
this new urge, together with the indwelling Hory Spirit turns ihem
from living to please serf. They cannot coniinue in rin, because they
are born of God.
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"In this the children of God are manifest, ond the children of the
devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness rs not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother." v.10.

We can all tell a tree by the fruit that it bears, so Jesus said, "By

their fruits ye shall know them." The fruit produced in the life of
every child of God, is love to God, and love to men. There are many
who are in the bondage of Satan who do many morally good works,
and may well be zealous in the observance of religious duties; but they
cannot love God, because they do not know Him; neither do they love
their fellow men as themselves, because they have the nature which is
bound by Satan; and to put self first is natural to them. To put self
first in some way or other is their normal way of life. Here John says
that no man is a child of God if he fails to love his brother. He is
speaking about how we as men recognise those who are born of God.
We are not able to see whether they love God or not. They may go
through all the motions, but only God can read the heart. We can only
see how much they love other people. This love for others, putting
them consistently before self is the result of regeneration. Such an one
is showing this characteristic which is entirely of God. Because of the
fall, all men are born with this natural instinct to put self first. It is the
absence of this real love for others that marks men out, to us, as
children of the devil, that as still in bondage to him. Those who truly
believe on the Lord Jesus are in this close fellowship with God, they
are His sons, and it is their joy to love Him, and to show His love to
others.

Old Age
ISA A. BUCKLEY

We are all growing older. This is an experience that no one can
escape. If we are Christians we look back, with thankfulness, for all
the loving mercy and kindness of God toward us. He has saved us, and
led us on in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and health. But it is not
enough to look back, we must face the present and look to the future.
Some of you who read these words are already "advanced in years"
and very frail. Once you were busy and active all day long, pouring
yourselves out in service to the Lord, in caring for your families and in
helping others. Now others have to care for you and you feel the loss
of your independance - you are no longer in control. Those of us
who are younger sometimes feel little shivers of dread as we look to
the future and what it may bring as we grow older.
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How wonderful to turn to our Book and find there the very
thoughts of all our hearts turned into prayer by someone who felt iust
as we sometimes do. There too we find the loving answer of our
Father.
OUR PRAYER
Psalm 7l :9 Cast me not off  in t ime of old age.
Psalm 7l:17 O God, Thou hast taught me from my mouth - now also
Psalm 7l:18 when I am old and greyheaded, O God. forsake me not.
GOD'S ANSWER
Isaiah 46:4 Even to your old age I AM HE; and even to hoar hair will I
carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even 1 will cany, and will
deliver you.
THE RESULT
Psalm 92:13 Those that be planted in the house of the Lord - shall
Psalm 92:14 still bring forth fruit in old age.

Our loving Heavenly Father will carry us in His everlasting arms
through all the days of our increasing weakness and inability until we
fall asleep in these same strong arms, and awake in His presence.
AND TO WHAT SHALL WE AWAKE IN THAT LAND OF
LIGHT?
Rev. 21:4 God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
R.ev.22:3/4His servants shall serve Him: - and they shall see His
face.

What a future is ours! What joy lies before us! With the redeemed
of all the ages we shall worship and serve our wonderful Lord in the
very light of His presence.

Jottings from a Pilgrim's
t 1Notebook

The testimony of John the Baptist. Jn.l; 19-34

Let us read carefully and prayerfully to see what God will say to us.
When John was asked by the priests and Levites - ,,who art thou?,'
He said, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make straight
the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah." v.23. He spoke of his
own unworthiness, and of the glory of Christ. v.27. Thenext day John
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saw Jesus coming towards him, he said, "behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world. ' ' v .29 . he declared plainly the
mission of Christ; this was why He came into the world. Then he
continued to speak of Christ, as the One of whom Isaiah prophesied,
and whose way he had come to prepare. He told how he recognised
Him, "he saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it abode
upon Him." v.32. He declared that Jesus would baptise with the Holy
Ghost, and that He was the Son of God.. v.33,34.

Now let us learn from John, we are called to be witnesses of Christ.
Acts. l;8. Let us be careful not to put ourselves forward in any way;
we are to be simply voices used by the Holy Spirit to testify of Christ.
We are called to set forth His great love for sinners, His atoning death
on Calvary, and how He finished the work of redemption. He is the
only Saviour, and He saves completely all who come unto God by
Him. We are to seek to exalt and glorify Christ in all we say and do.
To this end He has given the Holy Spirit that He may live in us, and
comPletelY Possess us' 

A. v. Mcc.

James Renwick 1662 r 1688'
FRANCIS COXON

James Renwick, the last of the Scots martyrs, was born l5th
February, 1662, at Moniaive, in the parish of Glencairn, Dumfries-
shire. His father was a weaver by profession, and an earnest christian,
while his mother was richly endowed by nature and grace. She had
already had several children, all of whom, however, had died in
infancy, and when James was born, besides dedicating him to the
Lord, she prayed fervently that he might be spared for a life of
usefulness. At an early age he gave many indications of deep and
tender piety. Through the assistance of friends he was sent to the
University of Edinburgh, where he maintained a reputation also for
purity and consecration to the service of Christ, though as yet he had
not publicly associated himself with the Covenanters. On the 27th
July, 1681, at the cross at Edinburgh, he witnessed the execution of
Donald Cargill, and was so moved thereby that he there and then cast in
his lot with the persecuted, and resolved to raise the standard which
had that day fallen from the old veteran's hands. Six months later, on
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the f2th janui.y, 1682, he was one of about foity armed men who
rode into Lanark, and affixed to the cross a plain and forcible
declaration of their reasons for renouncing allegiance to charles II.
By this time the more earnest and resolute among the covenanters had
formed themselves into what were known as United societies, which
held stated meetings in different parts of the country, and kept up a
general correspondence for mutual protection and counsel. It was at
the first of these meetings, held in the parish of Lesmahagow, on the
l5th December, 1681, that the Lanark Declaration was resolved upon,
while at another, three months later, it was decided to send Sir
Alexander Gordon of Earlston, to Holland, to represent their case to
the Protestant brethren there. This gentleman belonged to an old and
much respected family in the South of Scotland, which, from the days
of Wickliffe, had been_distinguished for its piety and patriotism. It
was resolved, to associate with Earlston as commissioner his brother-
in-law, Sir Robert Hamilton, the latter being on terms of closer
relationship with some of the Dutch ministers, and more likely to be
of service to his persecuted brethren in Scotland. One of these
ministers, who was particularly friendly, was Mr. Brakell of
Leeuwarden, in Friesland.

I. JAMES RENWICK'S DEPARTURE TO HOLLAND

Holland, which at an earlier period had secured its liberty at a great
price, was now a harbour of refuge for the persecuted. In most of its
cities many Scots had found a settled abode, and Scotch churches were
established there. Scotch probationers were readily received by the
Dutch Synods, and the local "Classis" or Presbytery conferred
ordination or induction when required, on the ministers elected by the
Scotch congregations within their bounds. At a general meeting of the
Societies in Edinburgh, James Renwick was among those to go to
Holland.

Groningen, a large, and then, strongly fortified town in the north
east of Holland, and the capital of the province of the same name. was
the scene in the early months of 1683, of Renwick's continued
preparation for the ministry. At this period Renwick was concerned
very much, and often, about the Lord's cause in Scotland, as letters to
his friends in the neighbouring province of Friesland amply testify.
Four letters, stil l preserved, were addressed to Sir Robert Hamilton,
while four other letters, still also preserved, were addressed to Sir
Robert's two sisters, who resided also at Leeuwarden.

Leaving Holland in the summer of 1683, Renwick had many
dangers to encounter before he reached his native shores. First. while
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waiting for a favourable wind, he was so annoyed by some of his
fellow-passengers, who urged him to drink the king's health, and
threatened to denounce him when he refused to do so, that he was at
length forced to leave the ship in which he had embarked, and take
another bound for Ireland. Having got out safely to sea, a violent
storm compelled them to seek refuge in Rye harbour, when fresh
dangers awaited him. Holland was at this time a general harbour for
refugees from England as well as Scotland, and every Dutch ship
became very naturally an object of suspicion to the government.
Continuing his voyage, he reached Dublin in safety, where he found
many good friends, as appears from a letter subsequently sent to them
from a General Meeting of the Societies, dated 3rd October, 1683.
Renwick received a call to the ministry in Scotland on that same date
the 3rd October, at Darmead, in the parish of Cambusnethan.

II. THE REIGN AND DEATH OF CHARLES II: 1660-16t5
Oliver Cromwell had passed away on the 3rd September, 1658; a

grievous loss to the nation. Oliver's son, Richard succeeded him for a
few months, ere resigning; forthwith there being considerable
confusion. The House of Parliament met on the 25th April, 1660, and
heard a statement from Charles, then in Holland. which was known as
the "Declaration of Breda." He promised therein "a general
amnesty; exceptions only to be made by Parliament; and liberty of
conscience;" among other matters. On the l8th May, a deputation,
chiefly of Presbyterians, was sent to Charles at Breda. They were gra-
ciously received, and returned satisfied as to Charles' character. On the
29th of May, his thirtieth birthday, he passed through the city of
London. Here he was met by a body of worthy Presbyterian ministers,
who presented him with a Bible. Charles received it thankfully,
declaring that it should be "the rule of his life;" and with this lie on his
lips he commenced his reign. This was later followed by an utter
disregard of promises made at tsreda.

In February 1685, Charles II died, and his brother James, Duke of
York, an avowed Papist, ascended the throne. This change did not
bring any relief to the persecuted Covenanters: whose sufferings
rather increased than diminished. The persecution against the
Societies reached now its greatest height. Many were cruelly and
inhumanly murdered in the open fields, others hanged, many thrown
into prison and tortured with fiendish cruelty. One instance we would
quote, especially so as Renwick appears in the narrative. One stormy
night, a step was heard at the door of a lonely cottage, in an upland
district of Ayrshire, the abode of John Brown, of Priesthill, known as
"Christian Carrier." His young wife sat with her baby at her breast,
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and with her little step-daughter waited and watched for her
husband's return. Hastily opening the door and seeing a stranger
there, the young girl started back with fear and surprise; but gathering
confidence from her mother's face, and probably from the stranger's
appearance and manner, she took him by the hand, and led him near
the fire. This kindly act on the part of one so young, says the narrator
of this touching incident, went to the heart of the weary pilgrim, who,
with a tear in his eye and a lip quivering with emotion, exclaimed,"The blessing of him that is ready to perish be upon thy young head,
dear child:" and soon John Brown himself arrived. and at once
recognised in the stranger "the boy Renwick," as his enemies
contemptuously called him. In pious converse and in prayer, with only
a brief interval of rest, the night was spent; and ere the dawn of day
Renwick had to be off and away before the light could reveal him to
those who were in search. On the lst of May, 1685, this cottage
became the scene of one of the most cruel tragedies that have ever
been recorded. Early that morning, Graham of Claverhouse, had
come suddenly upon John while he was engaged in cutting turf on the
hill, above the house. Having brought him to his own door, and put
to him the usual ensnaring questions as to the supremacy of the king
and the oath of abjuration, he then ordered him to say his prayers and
prepare for immediate death. Kneeling down and praying in such a
strain that even the troopers with Claverhouse were impressed, this
martyr kissed his weeping wife and children, and turning his face to
heaven, earnestly besought that "all promised and purchased
blessings might be multiplied upon them." Claverhouse then ordered
six of his men to fire, and seeing them hesitate, drew his own pistol
and fired it at the good man's head, turning at the same time to he
newly made widow, and brutally asking, "What thinkest thou of thy
husband now, woman?" "I ever thought much good of him," she
nobly answered, "but now more than ever." "It were but justice to
lay thee beside him," exclaimed the murderer. "If you were
permitted," she bravely replied, "I doubt not but your cruelty would
go that length; but how will you answer for this morning's work?"
"To man I can be answerable," said the cruel monster. "and. as for
God, I will take Him in my own hands." Scenes of a similar kind to
that of Priesthill, were, during this terrible period, enacted in other
parts of the land.

III MARTYRDOM OF JAMES RENWICK
In the beginning of the year 1687, on Renwick's shoulders rested the

whole burden of the Covenanting struggle. Shields and Houston, his
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former associates, had both left the country, the one for Holland, and
the other for Ireland. So alone and unassisted. he had to conduct the
business of the United Societies, besides answering the numerous calls
which were made upon him from different parts of the country, in his
ministerial and pastoral character. In a letter addressed to Sir
Alexander Gordon of Earlston, at this time a prisoner in the Bass, he
refers specially to his work in the South of Scotland, knowing that this
would interest him most. Proceeding to Edinburgh he then crossed
into Fife, where we held numerous conventicles, preaching from
Psalm 45, verse l0; and two days later preached from Luke 12, verse
32. His last sermon was preached at B'ness on the 2%h of the same
month, January, 1688, from Isaiah 53, verse l: "Who hath believed
our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" Returning
to Edinburgh two days afterwards, he repaired to the house of a friend
on the Castle Hill, where, next morning, he was discovered, and after
a severe struggle and flight, was apprehended and taken to the guard-
house. The Captain of the Guard, on learning who he was, exclaimed
with surprise, "What! is this boy the James Renwick that the whole
nation has been troubled with?"

On the morning of his execution, he wrote a very touching letter to
his friend. Sir Robert Hamilton. an extract of which is as follows:

"This being my last day upon earth, I thought it my duty to send
you this my last salutation. The Lord hath been wonderfully gracious
to me since I came to prison, He hath assured me of His salvation,
helped me to give a testimony for Him, and own before His enemies
all that I have taught, and strengthed me to resist and repel many
temptations and assaults, Oh! praise to His name.... Remember me to
all that are friends to you, particularly to the Ladies at Leeuwarden, to
whom I would have written, if I had not been kept close in prison, and
pen, ink, and paper kept from me. But I must break off. I go to your
God and my God. Death to me is as a bed to the weary. Now, be not
anxious; - the Lord will maintain His cause, and own His people. He
will shew His glory yet in Scotland."

On the scaffold he sang a part of the l03rd Psalm and read the l9th
chapter of Revelation. He also prayed and attempted to address the
people, but, the drums being beaten all the time, only a few close to
him could hear what was said. To a friend beside him, he said,
"Farewell. Be diligent in duty; make your peace with God through
Christ. There is a great trial coming. As to the remnant I leave, I have
committed them to God. Tell them from me not to weary, nor be
discouraged in maintaining the Testimony. Let them not quit or
forego one of these despised truths. Keep your ground, and when He
comes He will make these despised truths glorious upon the earth."

7I
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The last words which passed his lips were: ,,Lord, into Thy hands I
commit my spirit, for Thou hast redeemed me, Lord God of truth."

Donald Cargill, as aforementioned, at the age of seventy years, had
sealed his testimony with his blood; as also Richard Cameron at no
distant day, sealed his likewise at Airsmoss, 1680, after thrice
repeating the prayer, "Lord, spare the green, and take the ripe!,' It
has been said that "Cameron was the Elijah, the lonely, burning
prophet of our Scottish Cheriths and Horebs," and the poet speaks of"the word by Cameron thundered, and by Renwick poured in gentle
strain". In Gilfi l lan's "Martyrs" p.138 we read "James Renwick... he
may be called the Malachi among these modern minor prophets... His
letters, which are published, give evidence of learning, ardent piety,
and something which verges on genius. In one of them he speaks of
the muirs and mosses of Scotland being flowered with martyrs."

Also, R. Simpson, in "A Voice from the Desert," writes, ,,There
was no preacher in his day so popular as Renwick. He seems to have
had a soft and mellifluous voice, which fell with ineffable sweetness
on the ear. His eloquence flowed in gentle streams, and came with a
great subduing power upon his audience... the thunder of Cameron's
eloquence shook like an earthquake the masses of the people who
crowded to the desert; and the mellifluous flow of the gentle
Renwick's delivery bathed in tears the thousands who hearkened to his
voice, and charmed their hearts away to heaven."

In a review of "Sermons Preached in Times of persecution,"
published 1880, C. H. Spurgeon, wrote: "surely no Scotchman will
think himself a patriot until he knows how Cargill and Cameron
thundered out the word. To all christians it is a joy to know how the
Lord spoke by His persecuted ministers, and with what sort of food
they fed the flock of slaughter."

IV THE HAPPY REVOLUTION OF 16EE
Tired of the grinding despotism of James II, help was sought from

Holland. The landing of the Dutch led to James' ignominious flight.
His ministers in Scotland followed the example of their master; and
the kingdom rose with one bound to welcome the prince of Orange,
and to commence that era of liberty and progress which has made
Britain, with all her sins, corruptions, and faults; the fairest and
happiest of the nations of the earth. So ended the Covenanting
struggle. As has well been said, the banners which they kept waving on
the mountains and moors of Scotland, which, when dropped by one,
were taken up and displayed by another, were descried by William in
Holland, and encouraged him to make the attempt which finally
issued in the deliverance of Britain.
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- Good is the phraseology of the ,,tsill of Rights and Act of
Settlement," William and Mary, 1689:"And whereas it hath been found by experience that it is
inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this protestant Kingdom to
be governed by a Popish Prince or by any King or eueen mairying a
Papist. . .

Every person who is or shall be reconciled to, or shall hold
communion with, the See or Church of Rome, or shall profess the
Popish Religion, or shall marry a papist, shall be excludedand be for
ever incapable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown or Government
of this Realm and Ireland... and in every such case the people of these
Realms shall be and are hereby released of their allegiance."

A monument to Renwick occupies a prominent position, a little to
the west of the village of Moniaive, and about 230 yards from the site
of the cottage in which he was born. The monument is about 25 feet in
height, and bears the following inscription:

IN MEMORY

of the late
Rev. James Renwick

The last who suffered to death for
attachment to the Covenanted Cause of
Christ in Scotland; born, near this spot,

l5th February,1662,
and executed at the Grass Market, Edinburgh,

lTth February, 1688.
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.

Erected by subscription, A.D. 1828.

T
engaged by firm decree.
as thy days, thy strength shall be.

He has
That

A Providence that provides for sparrows will surely protect saints.
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The Tomb of Jesus
C. H. SPURGEON

"Come, see the place where the Lord lay." Matthew 28;6.

. Every circumstance connected with the life of Christ is deeply
interesting to the christian mind. Wherever we behold our Saviour. He
is well worthy of our notice,

"His cross, His manger and His crown, ,rl
Are big with glories yet unknown." ;:

All His weary pilgrimage, from Bethlehem's manger to Calvary's
cross, is in our eyes paved with glory. Each spot upon which He trod,
is to our souls, consecrated at once, simply because there the foot of
earth's Saviour and our own Redeemer once was placed. When He
comes to Calvary the interest thickens, then our best thoughts are
centred on Him in the agonies of crucifixion, nor does our deep
affection permit us to leave Him, even when, the struggle being over,
He yields up the ghost. His body, when it is taken down from the tree,
still is lovely in our eyes - we fondly linger around the motionless
clay. By faith we discern Joseph of Arimathea, and the timid
Nicodemus, assisted by those holy women, drawing out the nails and
taking down the mangled body; we behold them wrapping Him in
clean white linen, hastily girding Him round with belts of spices, then
putting Him in His tomb, and departing for the Sabbath rest. We shall
on this occasion go where Mary went on the morning of the first day
of the week, when waking from her couch before the dawn, she
aroused herself to be early at the sepulchre of Jesus. We will try if it be
possible, by the help of God's Spirit, to go as she did - not in body,
but in soul - we will stand at that tomb: we will examine it and we
trust we shall hear some truth-speaking voice coming from its hollow
bosom which will comfort and instruct us, so that we may say of the
grave of Jesus when we go away, "It was none other than the gate of
heaven," a sacred place, deeply solemn and sanctified by the slain
body of our precious Saviour.

l. AN INVITATION GIVEN. I shall commence my remarks by
inviting all christians to come with me to the tomb of Jesus. "Come,
see the place where the Lord lay." We will labour to render the place
attractive, we will gently take your hand to guide you to it, and may it
please our Master to make our hearts burn within us, while we talk by
the way.
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Away, ye profane - ye souls whose life is laughter, folly and mirth!
Away, ye sordid and carnal minds who have no taste for the spiritual,
no delight in the celestial. We ask not your company; we speak to
God's beloved, to the heirs of heaven, to the sanctified, the redeemed,
the pure in heart - and we say to them, "Come, see the place where
the Lord lay." Surely ye need no argument to move your feet in the
direction of the holy sepulchre, but still we will use the utmost power
to draw you thither. Come then, for 'tis the shrine of greatness, 'tis
the resting-place of the Man, the Restorer of our race, the Conqueror
of death and hell. Men will travel hundreds of miles to behold the
place where a poet first breathed the air of earth; they will journey to
the ancient tombs of mighty heroes, or the graves of men renowned by
fame but whither shall the christians go to find the grave of one so
famous as was Jesus? Ask me the greatest man who ever lived - I tell
you the Man Christ Jesus was "anointed with the oil of gladness
above His fellows." If ye seek a chamber honoured as the resting-
place of genius, turn in hither; if you would worship at the grave of
holiness, come ye here; if ye would see the hallowed spot where the
choicest bones that e'er were fashioned lay for awhile, come with me,
christian, to that quiet garden, hard by the walls of Jerusalem.

Come with me, moreover, because it is the tomb of your best
Friend. The Jews said of Mary, "She goeth unto His grave to weep
there." Ye have lost your friends, some of you, ye have planted
flowers upon their tombs, ye go and sit at eventide upon the green
sward, bedewing the grass with your tears, for there your mother lies,
and there your father or your wife. Oh! in pensive sorrow come with
me to this dark garden of our Saviour's burial, come to the grave of
your best Friend - your brother, yea, One who "sticketh closet than
a brother." Come thou to the grave of thy dearest relative, O
christian, for Jesus is thy Husband, "Thy Maker is thy Husband, the
Lord of Hosts is His Name." Doth not affection draw you? Do not
the sweet lips of love woo you? Is not the place sanctified where one so
well-beloved slept, although but for a moment? Surely ye need no
eloquence; if it were needed, I have none. I have but the power in
simple, but earnest accents, to repeat the words, "Come, see the place
where the Lord lay."

COME, FOR ANGELS BID YOU. Angels said, "Come, see the
place where the Lord lay." The Syriac Version reads, "Come, see the
place where ourLord lay." Yes, angels put themselves with those poor
women and used one common pronoun - our. Jesus is the Lord of
angels as well as of men. Ye feeble women - ye have called Him
Lord, ye have washed His feet, ye have provided for His wants, ye
have hung upon His lips to catch His honeyed sentences, ye have sat
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entranced beneath His mighty eloquence; ye call Him Master and
Lord and ye do well, "But" said the seraph, "He is my Lord too,"
bowing his head he sweetly said, "Come see the place where ourLord
lay." Dost fear, then, christian, to step into that tomb? Dost dread to
enter there, when the angel pointeth with his finger and saith, "Come,

we will go together, angels and men, and see the royal bedchamber?"
Ye know that angels did go into His tomb, for they sat one at His head
and the other at His foot in holy meditation. I picture to myself those
bright cherubs sitting there talking to one another. One of them said,
"It was there His feet lay," and the other replied, "and there His
hands, and there His head," and in celestial language did they talk
concerning the deep things of God; then they stooped and kissed the
rocky floor. Come christian, then, for angels are the porters to unbar
the door; come, for a cherub is thy messenger to usher thee into the
death-place of death himself. Nay, start not from the entrance; let not
the darkness affright thee; the vault is not damp with the vapours of
death, nor doth the air contain aught of contagion. Come, for it is a
pure and healthy place. Fear not to enter that tomb. Fear not,
christian. for Christ was not left in hell - in hades - neither did His
body see corruption. Three days He slumbered, He soon arose,
perfect as when He entered, uninjured as when His limbs were
composed for their slumber. "Come see the place where the Lord
lay."

I would have thee visit this royal sepulchre BECAUSE IT IS A
QUIET SPOT. Oh! I have longed for rest, for I have heard the
world's rumours in my ears so long, that I have begged for

"A lodge in some vast wilderness
Some boundless contiguity of shade." 

:;

where I might hide myself for ever. Oh wouldst thou be quiet,
christian? Then come hither. It is a sweet resting spot, a withdrawing
room for thy soul where thou mayest brush thy garments from dust of
earth and muse awhile in peace.

2. ATTENTION REQUESTED. First, mark, that it is a costly
tomb. It is no common grave; it is a princely tomb, it was made of
marble, cut in the side of a hill. Stand here, believer, and ask why
Jesus had such a costly sepulchre. He had no elegant garments; He
wore a coat without seam, woven from the top throughout, without
an atom of embroidery. He owned no sumptuous palace, for He had
not where to lay His head. His sandals were not rich with gold, or
studded with brilliants. He was poor. Why, then, does He lie in a
noble grave? Christ was unhonoured till He had finished His
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sufferings; Christ's body suffered contumely, shame, spitting,
buffeting and reproach, until He had completed His great work. He
was trampled under foot, "He was despised and rejected of men, a
Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief," but the moment He had
finished His undertaking, God said, ,,No more shall that bodv be
disgraced; if it is to sleep, let it slumber in an honourable grave; ii it is
to rest_, let nobles bury it; let Joseph the Councillor and Nicodemus,
the mdLn of the Sanhedrin, be present at the funeral. Let the UoOV U"
embalmed with precious spices, let it have honour; let it now be
treated with respect." Dost thou discern the meaning? Jesus after He
had finished His work slept in a costly grave, for now His father loved
and honoured Him, since His work was done.

But though it is a costly grave, IT IS A BORROWED ONE. I see
over the top of it, "Sacred to the memory of the family of Joseph of
Arimathea", yet Jesus slept there. yes, He was buried in anoiher's
sepulchre. He who had no house of His own and rested in the
habitation of other men, who had no table, but lived upon the
hospitality of His disciples, who borrowed boats in which to preach,
and had not anything in the wide world, was obliged to have a tomb
from charity. Oh should not the poor take courage? They dread to be
buried at the expense of their neighbours, but if their poverty be
unavoidable wherefore should they blush, since Jesus christ Himself
was interred in another's grave? Joseph only lent it three days; then
Christ resigned it; He perfumed and sanctified it. It was a borrowed
tomb, and why? I take it not to dishonour Christ, but in order to show
that as His sins were borrowed sins, so His burial was in a borrowed
grave. Christ had no transgressions of His own; He took ours upon
His head; He never committed a wrong, but He took all my sin and all
yours, if you are believers. Concerning all His people, it is true, He
bore their griefs and carried their sorrows in His own body on the tree,
therefore, as they were others' sins, so He rested in another's grave; as
they were sins imputed, so that grave was only imputedly His. It was
not His sepulchre; it was the tomb of Joseph.

You will mark, however, that tomb was wherein no other man had
ever lain. Christopher Ness says, "When Christ was born He lay in a
virgin's womb, and when He died He was placed in a virgin tomb; He
slept where never man had slept before." The reason was that none
might say that another person rose, for there never had been any other
body there; thus a mistake of persons was impossible. Nor could it be
said that some old prophet was interred in the place, and that Christ
rose because He had touched his bones. you remember when Elisha
was buried, and as they were burying a man, behold he touched the
prophet's bones, and arose. Christ touched no prophet's bones for
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none had ever slept there; it was a new chamber, where the Monarch
of earth did take His rest for three days and three nights.

We see the grave, but do you notice the grave-clothes? They are all
wrapped and laid in their places, the napkin being folded by itself.
Wherefore are the grave-clothes wrapped up? The Jews said robbers
had abstracted the body but, if so, surely they would have stolen the
clothes; they would never have thought of wrapping them up and
laying them down so carefully; they would be too much in haste to
think of it. Why was it then? To manifest to us that Christ did not
come out in a hurried manner. He slept till the last moment; then He
awoke; He came not in haste. So at the precise hour, the decreed
instant, Jesus Christ leisurely awoke, took off His cerements, left
them all behind Him, and came forth in His pure and naked
innocence, perhaps to show us that as clothes are the offspring of sin
- when sin was atoned for by Christ, He left all raiment behind Him
- for garments are the badges of guilt; if we had not been guilty we
should never have needed them.

Then the napkin, mark you, was laid by itself. The grave-clothes
were left behind for every departed christian to wear. The bed of death
is well-sheeted with the garments of Jesus, but the napkin was laid by
itself, because the christian when he dies does not need that; it is used
by the mourners and the mourners only. We shall all wear grave-
clothes, but we shall not need the napkin. When our friends die the
napkin is laid aside for us to use but do our ascended brethren and
sisters use it? No, the Lord God hath wiped away all tears from their
eyes.

3. EMOTION EXCITED. We have thus surveyed the grave with
deep attention, and I hope with some profit to ourselves. But that is
not all. I love a religion which consists, in a great measure, of
emotion. Now, if I had power, like a master, I would touch the strings
of your hearts, and fetch a glorious tune of solemn music from them,
for this is a deeply solemn place into which I have conducted you.
First, I would bid you stand and see the place where the Lord lay with
emotions of deep sorrow. Thy Jesus once lay there. He was a
murdered Man, my soul, and thou the murderer.

"Ah you, my sins, my cruel sins,
His chief tormentors were,

Each of my crimes became a nail
And unbelief the spear."

, j

a a

I slew Him - this right hand struck the dagger to His heart. My deeds
slew Christ. I killed Him who loved with an everlasting love. I believe
in what Hart says that there was a time in his experience when he could
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so sympathise with christ that he felt more grief at the death of christ
than he did joy... Methinks I love Him so much that if I had seen Him
about to suffer, I should have been as bad as peter and have said,"That be far from Thee, Lord," but then He would have said to me,"Get thee behind Me, Satan," for He does not approve of that love
which would stop Him from dying. ,,The cup which My Father hath
given Me, shall I not drink it?" But I think, had I seen Him going up
to His cross, I could fain have pressed Him back and said, ,,Oh Jeius,
Thou shalt not die; I cannot have it. Wilt Thou purchase my life with a
price so dear?" It seems too costly for Him who is the prince of Life
and Glory to let His fair limbs be tortured in agony; that the hands
which carried mercies should be pierced with accursed nails, that the
temples that were always clothed with love, should have cruel thorns
driven through them. It appears too much. Oh! weep christian and let
your sorrow rise.

"He sank beneath His heavy woes
To raise me to a crown;

There's ne'er a gift His hand bestows
But cost His heart a groan."

Ah! we may indeed regret our sin, since it slew Jesus.
Now, christian, change thy note a moment. ,,Come, see the place

where the Lord lay" with joy and gladness. He does not lie there now.
Weep when ye see the tomb of Christ but rejoice because it is empty.
Thy sin slew Him but His divinity raised Him up. Thy guilt hath
murdered Him, but His righteousness hath restored Him. Oh! He
hath burst the bonds of death; He hath ungirt the cerements of the
tomb and hath come out more than conqueror, crushing death
beneath His feet. Rejoice, O christian, for He is not there - He is
risen.

One more thought, "Come see the place where the Lord lay" with
solemn awe, for you and I will have to lay there too.

"Hark! from the tomb a doleful sound,
Mine ears attend the cry;

Ye living men, come view the ground,
Where ye must shortly lie.

Princes, this clay must be your bed,
In spite of all your powers,

The tall, the wise, the reverend head.
Must lie as low as ours.',

We should remember our frailty. When death comes how is the strong
man bowed down. How doth the mighty man fall. Come to Christ's
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tomb for the silent vault must soon be your habitation. Come to
Christ's grave for you must slumber there, if you are believers. 

.. :
4. INSTRUCTION IMPARTED. Now "Come see the place where

the Lord lay", to learn a doctrine or two. The first thing you perceive is
His divinity. The dead in Christ shall rise first at the resurrection. but
He who rose first, their Leader, rose in a different fashion. They rise
by imparted power; He rose by His own. He could not slumber in the
grave because He was God. Death had no more dominion over Him.
O christian, thy Jesus is God; His broad shoulders that hold thee up
are indeed divine, and here thou hast the best proof of it because He
rose from the grave.

A second doctrine is here taught; behold this empty tomb, O
believer, it is a sign of thine acquittal and thy full discharge. If Jesus
had not paid the debt He ne'er had risen from the grave. He would
have lain there till this moment if He had not cancelled the entire debt
by satisfying eternal vengeance. Is not that an over-whelming
thought?

"It is finished; it is finished;
Hear the rising Saviour cry." j*

The heavenly turnkey came; a bright angel stepped from heaven and
rolled away the stone, but he would not have done so if Christ had not
done all. In His going I see my own discharge. As a justified man, I
have not a sin against me in God's Book. If I were to turn over God's
eternal Book I should see every debt of mine receipted and cancelled.

"Here's pardon for transgressions past,
It matters not how black their cast,

And O my soul with wonder view
For sins to come here's pardon too. ': i

While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame."

One more doctrine we learn - the doctrine of the resurrection.
Jesus rose and as the Lord our Saviour rose so all His followers must
rise. Christ's same body rose, so shall mine, O my soul, dost thou now
dread to die? Thou wilt lose thy partner body a little while, but thou
wilt be married again in heaven; soul and body shall again be united
before the throne of God. The grave, what is it? It is the bath in which
the christian puts the clothes of his body to have them washed and
cleansed. Death, what is it? It is the waiting room where we robe
ourselves for immortality; it is the place where the body, like Esther,
bathes itself in spices, that it may be fit for the embrace of its Lord.
Death is the gate of life. I will not fear to die, then, but will say,
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"Shudder not to pass the stream,
Venture all thy care on Him,
Him, whose dying love and power
Still 'd its tossing, hush'd its roar:
Safe is the expanded wave,
Gentle as a summer's eve
Not one object of His care
Ever suffer'd shipwreck there."

Come, then, view the place with all-hallowed meditation, where the
Lord lay. Ye timid ones, do not be afraid to approach, for ,tis no vain
thing to remember that timidity buried christ. Faith would not have
given Him a funeral at all; faith would have kept Him above ground,
and would never have let Him been buried, for it would havi said it
would be useless to bury Christ if He were to rise. Fear buried him,
Nicodemus the night disciple and Joseph of Arimathea, secretly, for
fear of the Jews, went and buried Him. Therefore, ye timid onls, y"
may go too. Ready-to-halt, poor Fearing, and thou Mrs.
Despondency and Miss Much-afraid, go often there; let it be your
favourite haunt, there build a tabernacle, there abide, and often say to
your heart when in sorrow, "Come see the place where the Lord lay".

The Lower Lights
W. J. SEATON (Inverness)

One of the brightest clusters of "lower lights,, gathered together in
any one particular part of the New Testament is, surely, that which
shines forth in the last chapter of Paul's epistle to the Romans. ..1
TERTIUS, who wrote this epitle," it says, in verse 22, ,,salute you in
the Lord." That doesn't mean, of course, that this man ,,Tertius,"
whoever he was, was the actual author of the Roman epistle, for we
know that it was Paul the apostle who composed that massive
manuscript under the guidance of the Holy Spirit of God. Tertius was
the "Amanuensis" of the epistle - the one who did the actual writing
as Paul the apostle dictated what was being conveyed by the Holy
Spirit to him. Paul's normal practice was simply to add his own
signature to each of his epistles; 2 Thess. 3:17 - ,,The salutation of
Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I
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write." So, as Paul sat in the house of Gaius in the city of Corinth
dictating the Roman letter, it was Tertius who was the actual scribe.
And as Paul has conveyed so many greetings to his so many friends
and brethren in Rome, so Tertius, too, takes in hand to send a
"personal" word of salutation as the epistle comes to an end.

It was in the house of GAIUS that Paul, no doubt, composed and
prepared the letter to Rome. "Gaius mine host," he calls him in verse
23 of the final chapter. It was part of John Bunyan's Biblical blood-
group again, of course, that made him make the owner of the Inn
where Christiana and her children found refuge to be named, Gaius.
That Inn was "for pilgrims," says Bunyan. And he is simply echoing
Paul and his Gaius, for, says Paul, "Gaius mine host, and (the host)
of the whole church." Gaius was one of the very few that Paul had
baptised in the city of Corinth, but he was, most assuredly, a disciple
who had a large place in the apostle's heart.

Friends in Corinth, and friends in Rome; and as Paul conveys the
greetings of those in Corinth, so he conveys his greetings to those in
Rome. MARY is a name that occurs more than once on the pages of
the scriptures, but who the Mary of verse 6 of Romans 16 is, who can
tell? Whatever, "Greet Mary", says Paul, "who bestowed much
labour on us." What higher recommendation in the work of the
gospel? "Salute RUFUS," says Paul, "chosen in the Lord, and his
mother and mine." What a shining forth there! Rufus, no doubt, was
one of the two sons of Simon of Cyrene, the one whom the soldiers
compelled to carry Christ's cross outside the gate of Jerusalem. In
Mark's gospel, chapter 15, verse 21, Simon is "identified" for that
generation of the Church that then had the gospel to read; "And they
compel one Simon a Cyrenian... the father of Alexander and
RUFUS..." Paul refers to Rufus as "chosen in the Lord," This is not
his election according to grace that Paul is speaking about - all the
Lord's people are "chosen in the Lord" in that sense - but his
choiceness in the Lord; he was a "choice" disciple in Christ. "Salute

his mother and mine," says Paul. What a title to bear. Rufus's
mother, of course, was not Paul's mother according to the flesh, but
she was a "mother in Israel," and that is an office open to any sister in
Christ as the years roll on in her natural life. We might wonder, did
she ever tell Paul what her husband, Simon of Cyrene, might have told
her - about that day when they compelled him to carry the cross of
their Lord and Saviour? Who knows?

LUCIUS, JASON, AND SOSIPATER, are "kinsmen" of Paul
who were in Corinth with him when he wrote to Rome, and
ANDRONICUS and JUNIA, are kinsmen in Rome when the
Roman epistle is sent to that city. The description of the latter just
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begs for more information, but as in so many other things of the faith,
that further information will have to await the eternal day. ,.My
fellow prisoners," Paul calls his two relatives. Not only did he know"bonds" for the sake of Christ, but they, too, had been the prisoners
of the Saviour. "Who are of note among the apostles," he says of
them. Either they were brothers, or they may have been husband and
wife, for Junia might also read Junius. Whatever, they were held in
high esteem by the very apostles of the Church itself. ,,Who also were
in Christ before me," he says. Precious bit of information: while paul
was still the maurading Saul of Tarsus, God had already saved some
of his own family circle. Were they among those who would have
prayed for Saul when he never thought to pray for himself regarding
the christ of God? ERASTUS AND QUARTUS, rhe last two names
listed in Romans - one the "town Chamberlain of Corinth,', the
other, "a brother"! What a fitting conclusion; if a man is not a"brother" in Christ, or a woman a ',sister", what matters what thev
are?

Mephibosheth
H. SALKELD (Chippenham)

The man, his name, his pathway and his message

The first mention in the Holy Scriptures concerning Mephibosheth
is found in 2 Samuel 4;4, where we read, r,And Jonathan, Saul's son,
had a son who was lame of his feet. He was five yeari old, when
tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took
him up and fled, and it came to pass as she made haste to flee. he fell
and became lame."

And his name was Mephibosheth (or Merib-baal). Thus we learn
that this grandson of King Saul, having sustained serious injury to his
feet in the early years of his life, became a permanent cripple, unfit for
military service and, in consequence, it would seem that he receded
into some obscurity during the remaining years of his life.

The name, Mephibosheth, apparently conveys the meaning, .,Out
of my mouth proceeds reproach," and it could well have been the case
that, as he lived on year after year, with his painful and wearying
handicap, a certain spirit of rebellion and murmuring arose within
him.

However, he was known by another name, as recorded in I Chron.
8,34, "And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal" (or in the margin -
Mephibosheth).
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It is not without significance that the name Merib-baal means, ,,He
that resists Baal and strives against the idol."

From all this it would appear that Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth,
having sustained serious injury to his feet in early life, which rendered
him incapable of filling to the full a useful part in the community, was
subject to certain rebellious thoughts and feelings regarding the
hardness of his lot.

On the other hand, he was imbued with a hatred of Baal worship
and sought to do what he could to resist idolatry, and it is good to
know this. However hard and trying our pathway in life may be, it will
be our mercy to flee from idolatry.

Mephibosheth's pathway through life, in childhood, adolescence
and manhood (since the injury to his feet), is not recorded and it
would seem that he lived in a quiet backwater, so to speak, almost
unknown and out of the busy stream of life and current events.

It is not until we come to 2 Samuel chapter 9, that his name appears
again, and then, under what different and striking circumstances!

David had now become settled and established upon the throne of
Israel and in looking back over the past in thankfulness for God's
mercy to him, we read, "And David said: "Is there yet any that is left
of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's
sake?" And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was
Ziba. And when they had called him unto David, the King said unto
him, "Art thou Ziba?' ' And he said, "Thy servant is he." And the
King said, "Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew
the kindness of God unto him?" And Ziba said unto the King,
"Jonathan hath yet a son which is lame on his feet." And the King
said unto him, "Where is he?" And Ziba said unto the King,
"Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lo-de-
bar." Then King David sent and fetched him out of the house of
Machir. the Son of Ammiel. from Lo-de-bar."

Here we may well pause for a moment and consider the evil
treatment Saul had meted out to David in earlier years, when he had
sought to take David's life, and hunted after him, as a partridge upon
the mountains. Mephibosheth as one of Saul's grandsons must have
been well acquainted with this, and what was he to think now, when
King David had sought him out and commanded his presence?

No doubt, a certain fear and trembling must have possessed him as
to what was in David's mind in so calling him, and was he about to
exact retribution upon him for the evil deeds of his grandfather?

The answer is given in the verses which follow. V.6. "Now when
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto
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David, he fell on his face, and did reverence. And David said."Mephibosheth," And he answered, "Behold thy servant."
V.7. And David said unto him, "Fear not, for I will surely shew

thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all
the land of Saul thy father, and thou shalt eat bread at my table
continually."

V.8. And he bowed himself and said, "What is thy servant, that
thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?,,

All his former fears were now dissipated and his protestations of
unworthiness and uselessness were waived aside by David the King.

So, the final outcome of this remarkable matter is found in the last
verse of the chapter, v.13. "So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem. For
he did eat continually at the King's table. And was lame on both his
feet. ' '

Having noticed briefly something about the man, and then his
name, and his pathway in life, what has he to say to us by way of a
message?

It would seem that the message of Mephibosheth is twofold.
FIRST, he speaks for many of God's dear people who suffer (some

all through life) with one or more physical handicaps. How many a
humble child of God is afflicted with eye trouble and even with
blindness. Others have hearing deficiency, even to total deafness.
Then there are those among the living family of God who, through
various disabilities, are confined to beds of sickness and wearying
days and nights are appointed unto them. In all these, and many other
such like cases, there is, what the Apostle Paul describes as a ,,Thorn
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet" one.

There may well be in such instances, a temptation to feel that one is
of little use in life and, indeed, more of a burden than a help.
Mephibosheth expressed this himself to David when he said, ,,What is
thy servant that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?',

SECOND, Does not his message contain a word which concerns"the deep things of God" and His dealings with the souls of His dear
people?

When the Holy Spirit of God begins a work of grace in a sinner,s
heart, one of the first things He brings to pass is a revelation of our
fallen state by nature, and how full of deformities we surely are. In
answer to the gracious bidding of the Lord, "Come unto Me,,' it may
in some cases be as the Hymnwriter describes it:-

"How can I come, some soul may say,
I'm lame and cannot walk.

My guilt and sin have stopped my mouth,
I sigh, but dare not talk."
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However, as Mephibosheth lived to prove that his lameness did not
debar him from the King's tafle, so poor sinners, made humble and
contrite through the Holy Spirit's work within are ever welcome at the
Mercy-seat, there to plead the rich merits of Jesus Christ and His sin-
atoning blood.

The Church in the Song of Solomon, although on the one hand
confessing, "I am black," could nevertheless say with God given
gratitude, "He brought me into His banqueting house, and His
banner over me was love."

However poor and feelingly crippled by sin and Satan may be our
case, yet the message of Saul's grandson is full of gracious
encouragement to such. It is as though he said to us, "When I stood
before the King, trembling, and could only say, "What is thy servant,
that Thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?" his answer
came back, "Thou shalt eat bread at my table continually."

Oh the wonders of Divine omnipotent grace! What an infinite
mercy if we can join in those sweet lines of Samuel Rutherford's
hymn,

"Oh, I am my Beloved's
And my Beloved's mine;
He brings a poor vile sinner
Into His house of wine.
I stand upon His merit
I know no other stand,
Not e'en where glory dwelleth

In Immanuel's land."

UNION l

God the Father gave us I mystical union to Christ when He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world. God the Son gave us a legal
union to Himself when He took upon Him the office of a Surety and
God the Spirit gave us a vital union to Christ by imparting to us His life
and making us the living members of His church. It is only by means of
this third union that the first and second are made manifest to us.
"Thereby know we that we dwell in Him and He in us because He has
given us of His Spirit".

A. W. Pink
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Our attitude towards Gdd's
Sovereignty

ARTHUR W. PINK

Every truth that is revealed to us in God's word is there not only for
our information, but also for our inspiration. The Bible has been
given to us not to gratify an idle curiosity, but to edify our souls. The
sovereignty of God is something more than an abstract principle
which explains the rationale of the divine government: it is designed as
a motive for godly fear; it is made known to us for the promotion of
righteous living; it is revealed in order to bring into subjection our
rebellious hearts. A true recognition of God's sovereignty humbles as
nothing else can or does humble and brings the heart into lowly
submission before God, causing us to relinquish our own self-will, and
making us delight in the perception and performance of the divine
will.

When we speak of the sovereignty of God we mean very much more
than the exercise of God's governmental power, though, of course,
that is included in the expression. Tfte sovereignty of God means the
Godhood of God. Truly to recognise the sovereignty of God is
therefore to gaze upon the Sovereign Himself. It is to come into the
presence of the august "Majesty on High. " It is to have a sight of the
thrice-holy God in His excellent glory.

Why is it that, today, the masses are so utterly unconCerned about
spiritual and eternal things, and that they are lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God? Why is it that even on the battlefields of war
multitudes were so indifferent to their souls' welfare? Why is it that
defiance of heaven is becoming more open, more blatant, more
daring? The answer is, "There is no fear of God before their eyes,"
(Rom. 3:18.) Again; why is it that the authority of the scriptures has
been lowered so sadly of late? Why is it that even among those who
profess to be the Lord's people there is so little subjection to His
word, and that its precepts are so lightly esteemed and so readily set
aside? What needs to be stressed today is that God is to be feared.

Time was when it was the custom to speak of a believer as a "God-
fearing man;" that such an appellation has become nearly extinct only
serves to indicate whither we have drifted. Nevertheless. it still stands
written, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him," (Ps. 103:13.)
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When we speak of godly fear, of course, we do not mean a servile
fear, such as prevails among the heathen in connection with their
gods. No; we mean that spirit which Jehovah is pledged to bless; that
spirit to which the prophet referred when he said, "To this man will I
(the Lord) look; even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at my word," (Isa. 66:2.)lt was this the apostle had in view
when he wrote, "Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honour the king," (l Pet. 2:17.) And nothing will foster this godly
fear like a recognition of the sovereign Majesty of God.

A sight of God leads to a realisation of our littleness and
nothingness, and issues in a sense of dependency and of casting
ourselves upon God. Or, again; a view of the divine majesty promotes
the spirit of godly fear, and this, in turn, begets an obedient walk.
Here then is the divine antidote for the native evil of our hearts.
Naturally, man is filled with a sense of his own importance - with his
greatness and self-sufficiency; in a word, with pride and rebellion.
But, as we remarked, the great corrective is to behold the mighty God,
for this alone will really humble him. Man will glory either in himself
or in God. Man will live either to serve and please himself, or he will
seek to serve and please the Lord. None can serve two masters.

Irreverence begets disobedience. Said the haughty monarch of
Egypt, "Who is the Lord that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I
know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go," (Ex. 5:2.) To
Pharaoh, the God of the Hebrews was merely "a" god - one among
many - a powerless entity who needed not to be feared or served.
How sadly mistaken he was, and how bitterly he had to pay for his
mistake he soon discovered. But what we are here seeking to
emphasize is that Pharaoh's defiant spirit was the fruit of irreverence,
and this irreverence was the consequences of his ignorance of the
majesty and authority of the divine Being.

Now if irreverence begets disobedience, true reverence will produce
and promote obedience. Once the Sovereignty of the author of the
Word is apprehended, it will no longer be a matter of picking and
choosing from the precepts and statutes of that word - selecting
those that meet with our approval; but it will be seen that nothing less
than an unqualified and wholehearted submission is becoming the
creature.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Is the Papacy predicted by St. Paul? Bishop Christopher
Wordsworth, pp.40, 75 p. from the Harrison Trust, p.O. Box 47.
Ramsgate, Kent.

In substance this is a reprint of the Bishop's Commentary on the
Greek text of 2 Thess. 2. l-13. The Papacy is identified with ',the man
of sin". In support of this interpretation he gathers the natural
interpretation of the text, the logical meaning of related prophecies in
both O.T., and N.T. scriptures, and a wide catena of support from the
early Church Fathers. The alternate interpretations, such as confining
the application of prophecies to the various Roman Emperors, are
shown to be untenable.

This republication is very timely, because the rejection of this, the
historical interpretation of prophecy, has opened the doors of the
ecumenical movement to possible dominance by the Papacy, before
the Advent. It is interesting to note that Bishop Ellicott, in his
Commentary, takes the same line as Bishop Wordsworth, except that
he considers not every Pope to be involved, but certainly the last one
before the Advent. Every student of Scripture should read this
pamphlet.

w.J .P .

A.S.B. ...A Scrutiny Rev. C. C. J. Buttin, pp 16. 30p, from the
author, 12 Rustlings Court, Graham Road, Sheffield.
, Mr. Butlin describes events leading up to the revision of the Book of
Common Prayer of the Church of England, and then covers the
details of changes which reveal a dropping of Protestant witness, and
a reversion to pre-reformation beliefs and practices which are
unacceptable to Evangelicals. The booklet deserves wide circulation
amongst the laity who do not always realise the way they are being led
away from Scripture truth, under the guise of modernisation.

Further literature in greater detail on this subject is available from
the Church Society, 186 Kennington Park Road, London; from the
Protestant Reformation Society, P.O. Box 47, Ramsgate, Kent; and
from Latimer House, l3l, Banbury Road, Oxford. Prayer and action
is essential by all protestants to hinder the spiritual desolation of the
national Church.

w.J .P .
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Daniel Rowland and the Great Evangelical Awakening in Wales
Eifion Evans. Banner of Truth Trust Pp 391. Casebound f,9.95.

Daniel Rowland, ordained in 1735, was for forty years the Father of
the Evangelical Revival in Wales. He began his ministry as curate for
his brother John, at Llangeitho. After that, he uniquely became curate
there for his son John, resident in Shrewsbury. At that time"ignorance covered the face of Wales, hardly any Gospel privilege
could stand against the corruptions of the day, until about 1738 light
broke forth as the dawn... The six southern counties soon embraced
the Word..." (W. William Williams of Pantycelyn). There was a
similar revival based on conviction of sin in the northern Netherlands
in 1749. Whitefield's letter to the religious Societies made clear that the
purpose was not the formation of sects, but the renewal of depraved
natures.

Rowland's method in the work was to sustain solid preaching of
Gospel themes, followed by the provision of close nurturing
fellowship for the converts. He defended the Societies on three
grounds: they were commanded in Scripture (Heb. 10.25); they
followed the practice of the disciples; every age has experienced the
presence of Jesus in private gatherings. His preaching was based
solidly in the Free Grace of God in the Gospel as taught by Whitefield.
The Welsh Methodists maintained a harmonious fellowship with the
English Evangelicals, Simeon, Romaine, Whitefield, etc. a;d resisted
the teaching of John Wesley and the Moravians, whilst remaining in
close friendship with them.

Criticism of this volume has been made on the ground that it does
not paint a picture of Rowland as an outstanding figure - a modern
star Evangelist. That would not have been compatible with the
situation or with his character. He was able, but very humble,
everyone's servant for Christ's sake, loyal to the Church, meek under
criticism, because his message and method were equally based on the
Church's Articles and Prayer Book. His act of indiscipline was to
preach the Gospel, when invited, in empty or neglected parishes, other
than his own.

This volume is really two in one - the title, and the subtitle. Besides
depicting the life and work of Rowland, his character, preaching,
writing, hymns, and travels, it also covers the story of the Revival over
fifty years, with much detail about Rowland's close associates, Griffith
Jones, Horvell Davies, Thomas Jones, David Jones of Llan-gan,
Thomas Charles of Bala, and many others. Throughout all this the
distinctive principles of the Movement in Wales are made clear. That
is, the proper balance between the Calvinism of the Articles, and the
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joyful heart experience of the Christian life and the Gospel blessings.
As Whitefield said, "Alas! to what a heaven are they strangers, who
deny the influence of the blessed Spirit, and cry down the felt and
abiding joys of the Holy Ghost as fancy, enthusiasm, and delusion.
You poor dry Rationalists! I honour your parts in other respects, but
pity your ignorance of the things of God".

It was three years after Rowland's restraining hand was taken away
in 1790, that the whole Movement broke away from the established
Church. The root cause was the attitude behind the suspension of
Rowland from his curacy. Bishop Ryle said, "The Church of England
in Wales will never get over the injury done to it by the preposterous
and stupid revocation of Daniel Rowland's licence." To-day
however the two churches are in Covenant.

We could wish every preacher could read this book before coming
to Wales, and also that a new edition could be produced of "the
Confession of Faith of the Calvinistic Methodists or the Presbyterians
of Wales" which was published in 1823. '  

w .J .P .

Preaching and Revival. The papers of the Westminster Conference
1984. Pp105. f2.50. From Mr J. Miller, 55 Warwick Road, Thornton
Heath, Surrey, CR4 7NH.

The Report begins with G. J. Murray's lecture on "The Preaching of
the English Reformers". He gives a general background with fuller
detail of Bradford, and Latimer. Mr Murray was a former editor of the
English Churchman.

Then comes R. T. Kendall on "Preaching in early Puritanism."
Again he paints a broad picture, and fills in details from Wm. Perkins.

The third paper is J. J. Murray on "The Marrow Controversy -
Thomas Boston and the Free Offer". This is an enlightening
explanation of the controversy, not always understood, arising from the
situation in early lSth century Scotland. Focus here is on Boston's
struggle to attain a clear understanding of the Free Grace of God in the
gospel. The Marrow was an attempt at stating a middle way between
Legalism and Anti-nomianism, in the warrant for a sinner to come to
Christ. It caused a split in the Church of Scotland, and the formation of
the Secession Church in 1733. Boston's reaction was to underline the
necessity of being Christ-centred in preaching.

Next comes S.T.Logan with "Jonathan Edwards and the
Northampton Awakening". Edwards confronted the twin problems of
Arminianism, and immorality in New England, around 1733. Dr Logan
follows the same pattern as before giving the background and then an

'gt
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analysis of Edward's message from the sennon "The Justice of God in
the Damnation of Sinners." Finally he assesses Edward's role in the
Revival of 1734-5.

. In the final paper P. E. G. Cook sketches the revivals occurring early
in 1fth century Methodist movements, and parallel awakenings in the
older denominations.

These lectures are mines of useful information and the ample notes
offer scope for wider reading. we could only wish that similar close
study could be given to our Reformers and their successors in the
Established Churches, where generations of faithful pastors and
ministers have occupied the parishes. The story of their successes and
failures passes almost unnoticed to this day.

It is also essential to keep in mind the difference between spiritual
Revival, and sensationalism, which is the hall-mark of the present
generation of mankind, as influenced by the mass-media.

Spiritual revival is a movement of the Holy Spirit of God, fulfilling
His eternal purpose in the lives of the elect, and resulting in godly living
and social righteousness, which is the keeping of the divine Law both by
individuals and by the State.

w. J.  P.

Jonathan Edwards on Revival. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 160.
t2.45.

This is the third time Banner have issued a selection of Edward's
writings on revival in his time. It comprises the Narrative of Surprising
Conversions; The Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God;
and, An Account of the Revival of Religion in Northampton 1740-42.

Jonathan Edwards has been called "The greatest philosopher-
theologian yet to grace the American Scene" (perry Miller). He was a
firm friend of George Whitefield, and stood firmly in the succession of
the Westminster divines. His classic work was .,The Freedom of the
Will". He followed this with "Original Sin", and ,,The Religious
Affections."

Despite such eminence, Edwards rightly considered the first call on
the ministry was to preach the Gospel, and pastor the congregation.
Accordingly he became the Pastor of the Church in Northampton,
Massachussets. Under his powerful preaching the ,,Great Awakening"
occurred in 1734-5, and was followed in 1740-42 by extensive revival.
As a result of the recorded observations then made the three accounts
included in our volume were written. They form a basic and timeless
record of what can be expected to happen in personal experience when
Cod graciously grants extensive or local revival through Gospel
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preaching. They ought therefore to be read beneficially by all who
exercise, or are concerned with, Gospel ministry. The Banner of Truth
Trust also publish the Works of Jonathan Edwards in two volumes.

w.J .P .

"You Might Have Asked..." Questions about the christian faith.
Stuart Olyotl, Evangelical Press. Pp. 152. f2.95.

Stuart Olyott, now Pastor of the Evangelical Baptist Church in
Lausanne, answers eleven common questions, with a penetrating
analysis, and many helpful explanations.

On Sin, in Genesis l-3, he says "No one who is interested in what has
gone wrong with the world can afford to ignore these pages, because
here is the very foundation for all else that the Bible teaches on this
subject."

On Marriage, "Marriage was given as a holy institution and, despite
the Fall, no culture has yet been able to eradicate from its conscience the
idea that marriage is "right" and that uncovenanted relationships
between men and women lack an important element."
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