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The Gospel Magazine

Editorial
In the Sermon on the Mount the Lord Jesus gave the disciples a very

challenging word followed by a far-reaching promise. "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you" (Matthew 6:33)

One of the most difficult lessons we have to learn is to discriminatJ
and assess the value of things so that we know what to put first. The
Lord would have the believer to sort out his priorities. So many things
clamour for the first place in our lives. How important is our Lord's
word, when so many things demand attention and when life tends to be
so full. With the pressure of modern life there is a real danger that we
lose sight of this fundamental Christian principle. Many are so pre-
occupied with the affairs of the world that they may miss the best in life.
What a man puts first in his life tells you his essential character.

The secret of spiritual blessing is to put God first. It is not for nothing
that the Bible opens with the phrase "In the beginning God..." As long
as this was so, the result was joy and blessing, and fellowship between
God and man.

The old Scottish Catechism rightly states that " man's chief end is to
glorify God and to enjoy Him for ever". The true order of things
should be - God first, others second, and self last. 

,
The Lord Jesus gives us a gracious promise as an encouragement in

gracious daily living. He assures us that if we put God first everything
that we really need will be supplied. It doesn't mean that life will
necessarily be easy or free from problems - God nowhere makes such
promises. He does, however, undertake to provide the necessities of life
- "ns good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
Psalm 84:ll. We are (as the couplet puts it) to "cast foreboding care
away, God provideth for today".
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The Cross of Christ
'And I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto me,,.
John 12:32

A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton.

The scene here is set in Jerusalem and the time is the week before the
Passover. The men who are described as the Greeks were obviously
Jewish proselytes who had come to worship at the Feast of the
Passover. where they came from we do not reaily know and it does not
matter very much, but the point is this, they were not Jews by race, they
were Greeks and John sees them as the representatives of tlie Gentilei,
the outside world, seeking the Lord Jesus christ. They came and saio to
Philip, "sir, we would see Jesus". That was the burden of their
m€ssage' their request, and surely that should be the desire of every one
of us when we gather in church week by week that we may see thelord
Jesus christ uplifted b9toj9 us. Many years ago I remember preaching
in christ Church, North Brixton, and there on the desk it haa that texr
for.all ministers to see, "Sir, we would see Jesus". That ought to be the
desire of everyone in the pulpit or in the pew that we migit see Jesus.

on learning of their quest our Lord speaks to the Greeks and the
others who are gathered there about His approaching death and He tells
them what it would mean for Him and for mankind and so in listening
to His teaching we ourselves may learn something of the profound
significance of the cross.

There are three thoughts I want to set before you. First of all, the
glory of the cross, secondly, the necessity of the iross, and thirdly the
victory of the cross.
First of all, the glory of the cross. It was philip and Andrew who
between them told Jesus about the approach of the Greeks and
introduced them to Him and He seeing them our Lord said, ,,The hour
is come that the Son of Man shall be glorified". what a strange
response to an introduction. "The hour is come that the Son of Man
shall be glorified". we need therefore to ask what did our Lord mean?
clearly, it was not just an hour of 60 minutes that our Lord has in
mind, but rather a period of time during which tremendously significant
er/ents were to take place, and if you go carefully through St. John's
Gospel you find several references in our Lord's speech io the phrase"My hour". For instance at the marriage in Cana of Galilee when Mary
said the wine was running out, as she was appealing for help, He said to
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her, "woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come . ,
And then there was the day when the priests sent others to arrest the,
Saviour and they were just not able to do it for the narrative says "His

hour was not yet come". And here in this chapter from which our text is
taken our Lord says, "Now is my soul troubled and what shall I say?
Father save me from this hour, but for this cause came I unto this
hour". So you see our Lord lived waiting for a certain hour to arrive
and undoubtedly He is referring to His fast approaching death when He
would do battle with the forces of darkness and would triumph over
them on the cross. But was that the way in which He was to be
glorified? Most certainly. We are inclined to think of the glory of Jesus
particularly in connection with the ascension and with the session at the
Father's right hand in glory. But you look again in St. John's Gospel
and you will find that John equates the glory of Jesus with the passion.
of Jesus, for the cross is His true glory, His greatest work, His mightiest'
achievement and it is from the cross that the light of God's love shines
in its fullest splendour on the world, and we rightly too will glory in the
cross. One of our lovely hymns says:-

"In the cross of Christ I glory
Towering o'er the wrecks of time,

, All the light of sacred storY
' Gathers round its head sublime".

Also that lovely hymn we sing at Passiontide,
"Beneath the cross of Jesus

I fain would take my stand,"

and one line ends,
'My sinful self my only shame ,

My glory all the cross".

There is a glory about the cross, and surely the cross has been the
theme of the earth's mightiest ministeries and we may be sure it is the
theme of heaven's sweetest song, because they sing in heaven the glories
of the Lamb who once was slain.

So the Lord would have the Greeks to know He came to carry a cross
and not to wear a crown, that the kingdom that He came to set up
would begin with the crucifixion and end with the glorification and
with the coronation.

There is, therefore, the glory of the cross, and may this church ever'
be faithful to the preaching of the cross of Christ, for Paul says, "I am
determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him
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crucified". There is the true glory of any church. Does it or does it not
preach the Gospel of redeeming love?

Let me say something, secondly, about the necessity of the cross
because this comes out so clearly in this passage. Our Lord distinctly
went on to speak about the necessity of the cross, and for this purpose
notice He uses an illustration from the realm of nature. So He says ,,I
tell you except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth
alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit',. Our Lord was saying
that, for Him, dying was not the way to extinction but to germination.
The cross, in other words, is not the signpost to a cul de sac but a
highway opening up a way back to God from the dark paths of sin, so
the Te Deum says, "When thou didst overcome the sharpness of death
Thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers". Notice, then,
the principle our Lord is teaching here is that of life through death. If a
seed is to bear fruit it must be buried into the earth, it must disintegrate
and die and when that happens it multiplies itself many times.
Otherwise it remains just as it was, a single grain of seed. Now corns of
wheat are being found in the tombs of the pyramids in Egypt, but for
thousands of years they have remained there alone in solitary grandeur
and quite unproductive. I was reading about the ancient Egyptian
custom of placing harvest seeds in the hands of those they have buried;
so an Egyptian King was buried in the l4th Century B.C. Now when
they discovered his tomb they found seed in his hand and the seed was
just as it was when when it was placed there in the l4th Century B.C. It
was imprisoned, it was unproductive. However, they took some of
those seeds, sowed them and eventually after all those many many
centuries a harvest was produced - there was still life in the seed. But it
was no use, it would remain there unproductive till it was placed in the
earth, and so our Lord in using the illustration was insisting that He
must sacrifice His life in order to redeem men. To put it this way, the
death of the One would procure life for the many, and this is the
essential meaning of the cross. He was about to be exposed to suffering
and pain and death and burial. He was to fall into the ground and die,
but He did not remain there. There came a glorious third day when He
rose again. He rose to newness of life and He rose to bring forth an
abundant harvest, and is still bringing forth the harvest at this present
time, but ultimately there will be that multitude that no man can
number.

Look again in the passage here and you will find the same principle
applies to our Lord's own followers, look at vs. 24 and 25, "He that
loveth his life shall lose it and he that hateth his life in this world shall
keep it unto life eternal". In contrast to the Greek ideal of self
gratification, the servants of Jesus must follow Him in the paths of self
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denial and self sacrifice. So says our Lord. We can do two things with
our lives. We can save our lives, in other words, we can selfishly hoard
our lives with their potential and their possibilities, but that would only
mean to abide alone like the seed that is never sown, or He says we
can spend our lives for God. We can invest our powers, our abilities, our
talents for God and look upon them as being expendable in His service.

So then we have the glory of the cross, the necessity of the cross,"Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth alone,
but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit".
Now thirdly, the victory of the cross, and look again through the
passage and you will find our Lord speaks of death in terms of victory.
"By it" He says "the Father is glorified". By it the world is judged. By
it the devil is defeated, the prince of this world is cast out, and by it men
are converted and brought to saving faith.
So our text reads, "I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men
unto me". And the whole passage reaches its climax here. These last
great words reveal the magnetism of the cross. "I will draw all men to
Me". And the testimony of experience confirms this. What in the end
conquers the hearts of men and women and wins them for Christ, not
just His life, His teaching or His example, powerful as these things are.
It is His death, it is the cross that draws men to the Saviour. What did
He mean when He said "I, if I be lifted up will draw all men unto me?"
Obviously not all men without exception for that is not true, but rather
all men without distinction, Greeks as well as Jews, people of every race
and colour and nationality. He was refering to the universal appeal of
the cross and because of the victory that He achieved on Calvary over
death and the powers of evil Jesus "is able to save to the uttermost
them that come unto God by Him seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them". "I will draw all men unto Me" All men without
social distinction, not just the high and the rich and the cultured but the
poor and the lowly, not just the 6lite of society but the broken
earthenware of slumdon, all men without social distinction. All men
without racial distinction. When you come to think of it and you read
missionary magazines there is not a race of people on the earth where
the Gospel has been preached from which Christ has not drawn men
and women to Himself, black and white, yellow and brown, to rejoice
and say "Jesus is mine",
Now why is it that Jesus draws all men without distinction to Himself?
Fundamentally because all have the same spiritual need. All have
sinned and come short of th.e glory of God, all need a Saviour and there
is no truth that so exactly suits the wants of men and women as the truth
of Christ crucified and so from His cross and passion there was to
spring up a mighty harvest. His death sparked off a miraculous process
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of germination resulting seven weeks after the cross in the outpouring
of the spirit on the Day of pentecost and the great gathering in org,m0
souls that day and being added to the church, an-d whatL -oi"iti,prophecy of our text is not^exhausted yet. Every time itle 6"rp.r itpreached and the Spirit of God works, men are drawn to Him. It isgoing on. It is an on-going process at home, and for yea.s *e _ay-not
see very much of it but it is going on nevertheless until that day .o-.,when "every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus
christ is Lord". He that was lifted up on tf,e cross is no* urtJuf onthe.throne of glory and one day there will be gathered before Him all
13ti9n_s and all peoples and all tongues."I,_if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me,,.

Have you felt the drawing power of the cross of christ and thepreaching of the GospeJ or is it just head knowledge, somethinj you
have grown accustomed to? weli, here it is, here iJa question. 

"Huu.

you felt th_e-drawing power of rhe cross? "I, if I be lifted up diaw'all
men unto Me",

Draw me nearer, nearer gracious Lord
To the cross where Thou hast died

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer gracious Lord
To thy precious bleeding side".

^I, if I be lifted up will draw all men unto Me. Thank God for the glory
of the cross. It is the glory of our message, the glory or trre cross, f,on't
forget the necessity of it. It was for us min and our salvation and thant
for.God-for the on-going.victory of the cross, until comes that final day"rl.l the kingdoms of this world wilr become the kingdom of our God
and of His christ" where He will rule and reign for iver "n "u.r. 

-

May God bless His word to all our hearts and give us a saving interest
in Christ crucified. Amen.

M. H.
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A Sermon
preached by Pastor Kenneth Dix at Dunstable Baptist Chapel

"And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down
from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven." John 3:13

Nicodemus had come to Jesus of Nazareth saying, "We know that
thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles
that thou doest, except God be with him." (v.2) What Nicodemus had
said was good but it was not enough. Jesus shows He is a teacher come
from God, but He is so much more than that. In this l3th verse it is as
if the Lord Jesus steps right out of the shadows of that dark night and
reveals himself, not merely that He is from God, but that He is God.
There in Jerusalem Nicodemus is talking to a man, a man of about 30
years old who comes from Nazareth in the north of the country, but
he is also talking to God, and Nicodemus needs to know that. We too
need to realise that. As we hear His Word and as we read what he says,
what are we doing? We are hearing the very voice of God. What are
we doing when we read about His miracles, his great works? We are
witnessing the works of God. We are considering a real man but a man
who is also divine. This person stood before Nicodemus and He stands
before us; He is perfect man and He is true God. He is divine and He
is also human.

In this verse He presents himself as someone who is unique. There
has never been anyone like Jesus of Nazareth nor can there ever again
be anyone like him. He alone is God and man. No ordinary man has
gone up into heaven and is therefore able to come down from heaven.
No-one else is both on earth and in heaven at the same time, but all
this is true of him. He has come down from heaven to earth; He is on
the earth talking to Nicodemus, but at the same time He is in heaven.
That is impossible for anyone else, but not for him.

This is something that is so vital. One of the reasons why the
Church of Jesus Christ has so often gone astray is because of errors
that are held about Jesus Christ himself. If we are wrong in what we
believe about the Person of Christ, then we shall be wrong in
everything else concerning our faith. In the words of John Newton,

"You cannot be right in the rest
:.-, Unless you think rightly of him." :

FIRST He is man. The person Nicodemus came to that night was a
man - a real man of about 30 years of age. There had been a time

55



*

'56 .The Go-i2iet MagazTie

when this person was a baby; later he was taken into Egypt. At the age
of 12 he was taken by Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem, ana ne looked
exactly like any other l2-year old boy. Later, John the Baptist
baptized him, and he baptized a real person. It is not possible to
baplize a spirit being, a fantasy or a ghost.

The man to whom Nicodemus came could be recognised. In the
story of the wedding at Cana recorded in John two, people looked at
him and they knew him. His mother went to him and recognised him.
Here was a real man; He really was flesh and blood. He had a body
just like you and me, and there were times when he was tired and
needed rest. There were times when he cried: there were times when
He was hungry, times when he needed a drink. He talked about the
very same things that you and I talk about, about food, flowers a
person whose hand you could touch, whose lips you could kiss.

In this l3th verse He describes himself as ,,the Son of man". This
expression was his favourite way of speaking about himself and is
found about 80 times in the Gospels. With these four simple words He
spoke of himself during his entire public ministry. It is used
exclusively by the Lord Jesus, and highlights the fact that he is man.
These words show that He is looking at himself as the ideal man, as"the flower of the human race". That surely lies at the back of this
expression. He is someone who is so much greater than any other
man. As we shall see there is more to the expression than this, but here
we do see that He is referring to himself as man, to one in whom all
perfection is. He is perfect in wisdom, perfect in understanding,
perfect in holiness. We have many times met those who are good
people, but here is one who transcends them all, the Son of man,
perfectly perfect; the fulness of perfect humanity is seen in the man
Christ Jesus. He is man.

SECOND. He is also God. Look at verse 2 of this chapter, the words
of Nicodemus, "Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from
God." Jesus now takes us far, far beyond this. God is with Him
because He is God. He is no less God than is God the Father Himself.
He does those great works, He turns water into wine because He is
divine. He who created the vine, created in an instant of time the fruit
of the vine. Normally, in order to make wine you have to pick the
grapes, they have to be pressed and go through various processes, but
He created it The water in those waterpots was turned in an instant of
time into the best wine those people had ever drunk. Again, He who
created water could sail in a boat on that water, but if He chose he
could walk on the water. He created food; He created the human body
to require food, and He needed it as much as anyone else, but at the
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same time He could also create food and feed 5,000 people with five
loaves and two small fishes. Everything about Jesus of Nazareth
highlights this fact - He is divine.

Now let us come to consider this expression "Son of man." It
points to His being a man but it also points to his divinity. Almost
certainly this expression comes from Daniel 7:13,14. "I saw in the
night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed". The Jews
(and of course Nicodemus was one of them) always believed that these
words were Messianic. They speak of a supernatural person who
comes on the clouds of heaven. He is conducted to the throne of God
and from the throne of God He has a universal and an eternal
kingdom given to him. He has this glorious, universal, eternal
kingdom. It is only a divine person who comes on the clouds of heaven
and it is only a divine person who has an eternal kingdom. Our Queen
cannot have an eternal kingdom. She has a kingdom for a few years
and then she must hand it over to someone else. Not this man - his
kingdom is everlasting. Various suggestions have been made as to why
He should use this term "the Son of man." Why did He not describe
himself as the Messiah? The possible answer is this; as far as the Jews
were concerned the vlord "Messiah" had political overtones. They
thought of the Messiah as a literal King who would rid them of Roman
invaders, so by using this term He would have given to those people
who had wrongly understood what Messiah was coming for, a wrong
impression. So he used this expression from Daniel chapter 7. He
comes on the clouds of heaven; He shares the throne of God. Just as
reference after reference shows he is man, so reference after reference
shows His deity. The glory of God is His, and it is only obstinate
unbelief that denies this. "He was in the beginning with God",
because, as John tells us, He is God. He was not created, He is the
eternal, divine Son of God who affirms "Before Abraham was I am".
He is "The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." To say He is less than God, to say that He is a created being is
the greatest robbery of all, robbing Christ of the glory which is
eternally his. He is divine.

THIRD He is both Man and God. Look again at the middle of this
l3th verse. "No man hath ascended up to heaven, but He that came
down from hesven." That, of course, is a reference to the
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incarnation, to his birth at Bethlehem. what happened at that time?
He who is God took upon himself human flesh; He became.un. ff"
did not come down from heaven as a man already, for this ,auror,, no
man has ascended up into heaven and if no man has ascendea into
heaven no man can come down from heaven. What happen.a *",
this. He who is divine came down from heaven. He took uptn himself
human flesh. A body had been prepared in the womb "f lrfuiv, u."uf
baby, a real child, and-He the Son bf God, came down "na porr.rr.O
that body. Mary's child was-a real child, perfect of .ourr. in every
w_ay, miraculously conceived, and untainied with human sin, Uut
Mary's child was still a human being - made of a woman - a ctrito
with personality, with character, witfi intelligence. A child who needed
to grow, an individual with feelings and emotions. The son of God
came down and became one with that child,

"Veil'd in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the Incarnate Deitv!"

When we look at Christ, what do we see? We see man. We see two
natures in one person, deity and perfect humanity united in one
person. The divine is there in all its fulness, so is the humanity. when
God the Son became man He did not cease to be God. Hqdid not
leave any divine attribute behind him in heaven. He remained the son
of God. Nor must we say that this child became something more than
man. The man, Jesus of Nazareth, is truly man. The h,-man nature
remains. If you mix two colours together you get something of both
and yet something of both is also lost. In chriit that is not-the case.
He is wholly man. He is wholly God - the two natures perfectly
joined in one glorious person.

At the council of chalcedon which took place near constantinople
in the year 451 it was affirmed that they believed in two natures
without mixture and without change. "The diversity of the two
natures is not destroyed by their unity." How perfect that is! ,,The
diversity of the two natures is not destroyed by their unity." It is so
difficult to think of an illustration but we can liken it to theinspiration
of Scripture. Think of it in this way. paul wrote a letter which we call
his Epistle to the Romans. Now that letter is altogether a letter written
_b1 a -m_a1, by the Apostle paul, but that lettei is altogether God's
word. It is a letter written by a man, but it is a letter writien and given
by God Himself. Christ is wholly, completely, fully man Uirt is
equally, fully, wholly God. we speak of the miracle of the incarnation
and so it is. His hands upheld heaven and earth while Mary upheld
him. The divine was controlling the universe while the human was
needing the care of Mary. what a miracle we have in christ! what an

rs
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amazing fact that God and man are perfectly brought together in one
glorious person! The divine does not cease to be divine - the human
does not cease to be human, they are perfectly joined together. It is as
we begin to understand this that we see what our Lord meant in this
verse when he said at the end of it, "No one has ascended to heaven
but he who came down from heaven, even the Son of man who is m
heaven."

Nicodemus was in Jerusalem and he was talking to a man, to
someone who is flesh and blood, but Nicodemus is also talking to
someone who is divine, to someone who inhabits eternity, to someone
whose throne is the universe, to someone who is omnipresent. While
Jesus is there in Jerusalem Nicodemus is talking to a man but he is also
talking to someone who is God, who is in heaven at the same time. We
cannot begin to comprehend it but that is the meaning here. Here is
God wrapped up in flesh but he loses nothing of His divinity, so then,
while He is there robed in flesh He is equally in heaven where he has
been from all eternity. This person is, "Immanuel, God with us."
God has come down. He has taken to himself perfect humanity. He is
Son of Mary; He is Son of God. As Mary's son, tears and smiles like
us He knew. He is also Son of God. All power is His in heaven and in
earth; two natures miraculously, indivisibly joined in one person; man
and God eternally joined in one person, inseparably joined, God and
man in one glorious person. It is impossible to comprehend - it is
impossible to grasp. Here is something beyond us. We can only
admire and adore the wonder of the ways of God that; in order to save
us from our sins, there had to come this glorious person, and it is only
one who is God and man who can deliver us and save us from our sins.

THERE ARE TWO APPLICATIONS
FIRST I want us to see the terrible sin of those who despise Christ -
the terrible sin of those who use his name only in a wicked way. They
are despising the greatest person this world can ever know. Perhaps
there is no greater sin than that of profaning this glorious person. Men
do not use other men's names as an oath but tragically they use this
name. Let them begin to think what they are doing. They are
profaning the name of one who miraculously is God and man in one.
Nor are evangelical Christians entirely blameless. Too often the name
'Jesus' is bandied about all too lightly.

SECOND. Oft'en in our preaching or in our conversation we say that
men and women need to come to Christ; they need to hear him. He is
the only one who can meet them in their need. Now, that is true. Jesus
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alone can do 'poor' or 'rich' sinners good. But is there not even
greater reason why men, women and children need to come to him to
hear him, something more basic, something more fundamental?

Men and women need to come to him, they need to listen to Him
because of who He is, and that should come first in our preaching,
teaching and evangelism. Is not that the message God Himself
declared on the Mount of rransfiguration? "This ishy beloved son,
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." He did not say, ,,you will
discover that men and women have a need and He is the only one who
can answer that need." That is perfectly true but that is not what God
the Father said on that occasion. He said, ,,This is my Son; be
listening to Him; hear him." That is why Nicodemus needed to listen- not just that Jesus is from God but Jesus r God, and that is why
men always need to listen. This man is man but He is also divine. He is
both. He is the wonder of wonders, the miracle of miracles. He came
down from heaven. He has become man. He is man, but He is the
divine God in heaven at the same time.

There cannot be anything more amazing than this, than what is
expressed in Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall cail His
Name Immanuel". Men want a sign. They want something to prove
there is a God. Here is the greatest sign God could ever givi, ani it is
the greatest sin to ignore that sign. God gave himself to 6ecome man.
God has come down. He has spoken in His Son.

Why should men be listening to Christ? Because of who He is, the
God.man. It is the greatest sin of all to ignore him. I would say it is
criminal not to listen to christ. why should men come to christ?why
should you come to Christ? Because of who He is.

For those who have come there can only be one attitude before him,
that of adoring wonder and praise, bowing before him and saying,"My Lord - my God."
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For Younger Readers
.I: CARINE McKENZIE

SPRINCTCLEANING
'.'

How do you like spring-cleaning? Do you ever get roped in to help?
Now and again you have to make a special effort to thoroughly clean a
room, taking down curtains, removing the pictures, cleaning the light
fittings. Spring cleaning can be a really hard job. How much easier it is
if we are in the habit of cleaning the rooms regularly and keeping them
tidy.

Dirt and dust find their way into every house. Cobwebs can be found
in any corner. The writer of the book of Proverbs tells us that the spider
finds its way into the King's palace too. (Proverbs 30 v 28). Sometimes
the dressing table or cabinet can look quite clean but if the sun shines
brightly into the room, the dust is shown up.

Our lives very easily become stained and dirty with sin. The light of
God's word shows this dirt up even more. What can we do to get rid of
this dirt? How can we spring-clean our lives? Resolving to dq better,
trying to be good does not work. The only method that works is trusting
in the Lord Jesus Christ and He will cleanse us from all sin.:
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (l John 1.9)

We must come to Jesus, confessing our sin and asking for
forgiveness, regularly.
We need to be cleansed continually every day.

Cleaning out the cupboard under the stairs or the garden shed can be
quite a job too. You find things that have been missing for months, or
things that you had forgotten you had. It is very satisfying to find,
perhaps a part of a toy or a book or a tape that you thought was lost
completely.

Jesus told us about a lady who had lost a silver coin, she lit a candle
and took a brush and swept the house thoroughly until she found the
coin which had rolled into a dark corner. The woman was so glad to
find her lost coin that she gathered her friends and neighbours together
to tell them her good news. Jesus said that the woman's joy was like the
joy that is in heaven when a sinner repents and turns to the Lord.

Christian in Pilgrim's Progress, was led by the Interpreter into a large
room which was full of dust because it was never swept. The Interpreter
called for a man to sweep it and great clouds of dust rose up so that
Christian nearly choked. Interpreter then called a young girl to come
and sprinkle water on the dust. It was then swept up very easily.

r
FT.

:
s
&.
F

t;



62 The Gosiidt Mapaziffe

Christian wanted to know the meaning of this scene, so the
Interpreter explained it to him. The big dirty room is like a man's heart.
The dust is his original sin or the natural badness he has from birth. The
man who swept first represents the Law: However hard one tries to
keep the commandments, that cannot cleanse the heart from sin.
The young girl with the water shows us the gospel. When the gospel
enters the heart, sin is beaten and the soul made clean, and fit f6r ihe
Lord to dwell in.

When you get involved with the spring-cleaning or when you are
lidying up a cupboard, remember the great need you have and ask the
Lord to come into your soul with the gospel and make it a clean and
suitable place for the Lord himself to be in.

Puzzle
can you work out this code. when you solve it you will find a prayer of
David, which can be your prayer too.

Need a clue? The firsr word is CREATE.

DSFBUF JO NF B DMFBO IFBSU P HPE: BoE .
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A Great Assurance
' ROBERT HAWKER (Morning and Evening portions)

"For I know that this shalt turn to my salvation through your prayer,
snd the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ." phil,I,Ig:

Blessed frame of mind when, like paul, however unpromising
circumstances are, to be able to say, "I know that this exercise, be it
what it may, is among the all things which work together for good to
let them that love God, and are called according to Hi, pu.pori". My
soul, do thou once for all mark down this one certain and never-to-be-
questioned truth that thy God, thy Jesus, hath but one end in view from
all the providences He appoints to His people, and is invariably and
everlastingly prompting it, however to thy apprehension at times, ihings
seem to run counter. And when thou hast settled this in thy mind as a
certain fixed principle, next take into account all, or (at leasi thou canst
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know all), some of the many foundations on which the certainty, for
the accomplishment of a final issue of good to the people of God, rests.
Think of the ability, power, wisdom and purpose of thy Lord. Call to
mind the grace, the love, the fixed affection Jesus bears, and from
everlasting has always borne to His people. Then recollect the plentiful
means in His own almighty hand which He hath to make all purposes
minister to His will and all creatures to become instruments of His
pleasure.

When thou hast studied and well studied these blessed things in
Christ's school under the supply of the Spirit's teaching, make
application of the doctrine to every event in the dispensations of thy
Lord's providences and grace which thou meetest with through life. Art
thou afflicated in soul, in sickness of body, in want or weakness, with
inward trials or outward evils, tempted by sin or tempted by Satan;
Jesus knows all, appoints all, is carrying thee through all, and will
finally bless thee in all. The enjoyment of ordinances, or interruption of
ordinances; heart-straightenings in prayer, or enlargement in prayer; in
short, all things past, present and future; all circumstances, times and
occasions; the blessings of heaven, yea the very malice of hell, Jesus will
overrule, arrange, direct and order, that, like the hidden strings of a
machine, a beautiful design is in the whole and not a pin could be left
out without injury to the work. Learn these things and get through
grace into the practical use of these lessons and then thou wilt be able
able to say and with the same degree of assurance as Paul did, let thy
trials be what they may, under every one of them, "I know that this
shall turn to my salvation, through the prayer of the faithful, and the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. "

An Important Enquiry
"Is thine heart right?" 2 Kings 10:15

i :  i . '

:
,', This is an important enquiry. With some the head is right, it has clear
views of doctrine and can make correct statements respecting Christian
experience, but the heart is not right. Is your heart right? Is it broken
for sin? Is it set against sin? Is it fixed on the Lord Jesus? Do you
embrace the Lord's word, rest for acceptance of Jesus' finished work,
and endeavour so to walk as to please God? Is your heart glowing with
love to the saints, pity for the world, and zeal for the glory of God? Can
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you live comfortably without living upon christ? can you be satisfied
without fellowship with God? How is your heart affected towards the
Bible, the Lord's day and the means of grace? Are you humbled under a
sense of your sinfulness, and filled with wonder at the exceeding grace
of God towards you? If so, your heart is right.But it will not ue tong
right unless it is kept near to Jesus. you must often visit Gethsemane
and calvary; you must have fellowship with christ in His sufferings, or
you cannot keep the heart right. Ifit is not right, are you mourniig-on
account of it? Do you take it to Jesus? perhaps you are saying:_

"[f mine were right, it could not be,
Good God, so contrary to Thee,

So prone to every sin:
It must remain an evil heart.

Till thou thine hallowing grace impart,
And Christ is formed within',.

Jas. Smith. "Portions"

The Brook and the Ravens
.::: The 4th in a series of articles on Eliiah

W. J. McDOWELL (Belfast)

Having warned Ahab and the nation Israel of the coming drought,
Elijah was commanded by the Lord: ,.Hide thyself Uy itre tr6ot
cherith...thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the
ravens to feed thee there". Some time later the brook dried up, and he
was told to travel northward to Zidon (t Kings 17:3-9).

At Cheri th El i jah was sustained by NORMAL AND
MIRACULOUS means. Cherith was an ordinary brook of water, and
there being no rain, it dried up. The Tishbite wai mighty in prayei. He
had effectually prayed for drought and later he prayed ior tiin, but he
did not ask that the brook might continue to flow, or, if he did, his
prayers went unanswered. The Lord's people are subject to the changes
of this world. Prayer is not a guaranteed means oi escape from ihe
vicissitudes of life. "Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?"
was Job's reply to his wife (Job 2:10). ,.If we receive our share of the



The Gospel Magazine 65

common good in the seven years of plenty", says M. Henry, "shall we
not receive our share of the common evil in the years of famine?"

Ravens brought food to the prophet twice every day. That was
extraordinary. It was a daily miracle. Ravens are omnivorous birds.
Why did they not eat the bread and flesh? Why did other birds not
snatch the food from them? How was it that the supplies arrived
regularly for months? The bread and flesh did not arrive because the
prophet asked for them. The supplies did not cease because his faith
grew weak. The whole thing was "an event in the external world
wrought by the immediate power of God", which is Dr Machen's
definition of a miracle.

It is possible to mistakenly think that in answer to prayer Christians
can always be miraculously delivered from sickness and trouble, and
enjoy a life of prosperity and ease. When our Lord saw a poor widow
putting the only two mites she had into the temple treasury He did not
promise that she would immediately become prosperous. Peter was
miraculously delivered from prison, but Paul remained in bondage for
years. That apostle's contentment during the imprisonmenl (Phil 4:II)
was as much the work of God as Peter's deliverance. Our prayer for the
sick should not only be for their recovery, but also that they may be
patient in tribulation. Both results are from God's grace.

At Cherith Elijah was HIDDEN IN SOLITUDE. The Living God of
Israel could have provided a company of angels to protect him, and
then his enemies would have been powerless to hurt him. But instead of
that the Divine command was: "Hide thyself".

That order was another judgment upon Israel. The great and
zealous man of God was silent while the nation was given over to
idolatry, and groaned under God's visitation. We should be grateful for
the Lord's favour that in spite of widespread neglect of His
commandments the sound of the Gospel is still heard in the land. There
is not yet a grievous famine of "hearing the word of the Lord".

Most likely it was a trial for the Tishbite to remain solitary, concealed
and silent. Probably he longed to be allowed to go up and down the
land preaching and exhorting, even if in so doing he risked his life. We
can be certain that he prayed continually and fervently for the time to
come quickly when the true God would show his gracious power in
granting repentance to Israel.

Elijah's manner of life beside the brook should teach us that the Lord
can be served in solitude, and in what appeared to be, inactivity. The
main things are obedience to His revealed will, and agreement with His
acts of providence.

"When in the providence of God", remarks Dr W. M. Taylor, "we

are separated from our fellowmen, either by space or by that which is
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just as thorough an isolater-peculiar personal experience-let us not,
therefore, imagine that we are not doing our Father's will...our work is
to be quiet, and to manifest patience under His hand".
He cites the case of John Milton, who in his blindness said:

"...God doth not need
Either man's work, or his own gifts: who best
Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him best; His state
Is kingly; thousands at His bidding speed,
And post o'er land and oceun without rest;
They also serve who only stand ond wait"
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JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA
, W. J. SEATON (Inverness)

When Christ was finally led out of the garden of Gethsemane, and on
towards the scenes of judgment and condemnation, a great turmoil of heart
and mind was felt in His immediate disciples. As Christ himself had
announced, the Shepherd was going to be smitten, and the sheep would
be scattered abroad. when He afterwards "gave up the ghost" on trie cross,
the turmoil of heart and mind settled into a deep depression among many
of them. Those who were to "shine as lights in the world', found it Almcutt
to raise even a glimmer during the dark night of the Lord's crucifixion.
At that very point, the Almighty in heaven brought forth a ..light" which,
up to that point, had been hidden under a bushel, and in so doing, began
the exaltation of His Son, after rhe days of His humiliation in thii woild.

The light who came out from under a bushel was a man by the name
of Joseph of Arimathaea. Mark tells us that he was ..an honourable
counsellor", (an honourable member of the Jewish Sanhedrin). ..who also
waited for the kingdom of God". Luke tells us that he had "not consenred"
to the judgment of the Sanhedrin in condemning Jesus to death, while
Matthew informs us that he was, in fact, "Jesus' disciple". It is John
however, who qualifies Matthew's remark, when he tells us that Joseph
was, indeed, a disciple of Jesus "but secretly", he says, ..for fear of the
Jews". Joseph had many qualities, and had even made some kind of a silent
witness to Christ, in not voting for His death. For all that, however, he
is still designated "a disciple, but secretly, for fear of the Jews". He truly
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was a light at that point, but one that was still hidden under that'"bushel"

of the fear of men. All of that was soon to change.

It is best to let John, by the Spirit ofGod, recount the events surrounding

that change. John 19:38, "and after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a

disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he

might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave.'."_. John

then goes on to tell us that Joseph, in company with Nicodemus, and some

of the faithful women, took the body of Jesus, prepared it for burial, and

then placed it in a new sepulchre "wherein was never man yet laid". The

new iepulchre, ofcourse, belonged to Joseph, and was now being provided

by him for the burial of Christ's body.
Two things are to be noted in the whole affair: First, that it was a

tremendousfu courageous thing Joseph of Arimathaea did, and secondly,

when it was he did it, according to the Word of God.
The courage of Joseph is not to be overlooked in going into Pontius Pilate

and asking for the body ofJesus. Pilate had endured what must have been

one of the most trying days of his career. The Jewish leaders had wakened

him at first light to pursue the carrying out of the death penalty on this Jesus

of Nazareth, and what had followed had caused him one concern alter

another. By the time nightfall had arrived, he more than likely had endured

enough. When Joseph,lherefore, ventured into the presence of Pilate with

his rfouest, he must have known he was venturing into a potential den of

lions. Yet he did it. Mark tells us that "he went in boldly unto Pilate and

craved the body of Jesus." Quite obviously, then, the one who had been
..a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews" , was a secret disciple

no longir. In his very bold and deliberate action, he stood identified with

this Christ, and all His ways. What made the difference?
It is John, again, who records the time factor involved in the whole

courageous affiir, John 19:38, "And after this, Joseph of Arimathaea",

etc. .iA,fter THIS"; and the preceding verses of John chapter 19 will show

us what is entailed in ' 'this' ' . It is all the scenes of the crucifixion of Christ,

where John sees Him in all His gracious work on the cross for sinners.
"And after THIS", he says, "Joseph of Arimathaea..."

To what degree of fulness Joseph understood the crucifixion at that point

is difficult to iay; but one thing is sure, it was in the light of that crucifixion

that Joseph's light first began to shine brightly for Jesus his Lord'

There is a beiutiful old hymn by Thomas Kelly, which outlines some

of the ways in which the Cross of Christ affects His people. Verse 3 says -

"The Cross! it takes our guilt away;
It holds the fainting spirit uP;
It'cheers with hope the gloomy day, :',
And sweetens every bitter cup." "'!
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verSr! 4'might have been written with Joseph of Arimathaea in mind -
"It makes the coward spirit brave,

And nerves the feeble arm for fight;
It takes the terror from the grave, ::l
And gilds the bed of death 

"*itt 
iigtt.,, 

, ,;

Joseph of Arimithaea was, surery, a "coward 
spirit" made ..brave" by

the sight of rhe Cross of Jesus Christ. ..And aftLr this...,,

. It is thought by some that there is a prophetic reference to Joseph in Isaiah
chapter 53, when it says that christ ':made his grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death". It is suggested thatlhis could be read, ..itrere
was a rich man in his death". whether or not this is the case, ii should
be seen that God's hand was in the provision of Joseph for Christ. Just what
would have happened to the body of christ after His crucifixion is open
to speculation. He had, after all, been condemned as a ..transgressor".
would there have been an "honourable" 

burial for Him? o. *ou'id it have
been the mass grave of the pit of Gehenna outside Jerusalem? Another
question for eternity! whatever, God saw that the body of His Beloved Son
would_be laid in a place appropriate to one who had firlfilled all His periect
will. He had lain in a virgin "womb" 

until the time appointed for His
appearance. Now that He had completed the work, He was placed in a virgin"tomb" - wherein was_never man yet laid - until His "*".g"n""'to
everlasting glory. In all of this, God provided His lowe-r light.

A Dying Testimony
_ A touching story is told concerning the singing of part of that well known
hymn by Cowper, "There is a Fountain ntteO witir 

^St-d. " A young man
suffering from cancer was about to undergo an operation in one ofthe"large
hospitals in Scotland. when the surgeon had mlde a careful examination
he discovered that the only hope of saving the life of the patient *u, tr,"
removal of his tongue. The young man was already in the operating room
when the surgeon, in a tender and sympathetic way, explained^to the irfferer
that, even though the operation should be succesiful, ire would never again
be able to speak and was asked whether there was anything he wishei to
say before the operation commenced.

For a moment a shadow crossed the brow of the young man at the thought
that hervould never again be able to testify in song or word for the Master
whom he loved. But soon the shadow pissed ani a smile righted up his
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face. He sat up, lifting up his voice, and sang the hymn, "There is a Fountain
filled with Blood."

Before the third verse was reached not an eye ofthose who stood around
the bed was dry. How he sang! For his heart was in the song. Then came -

"Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I'll sing Thy power to save,
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the grave."

Anaesthetic was administered, the operation performed, but alas! the
patient never regained consciousness. Thus his last song on earth would
be his first in heaven.

"Happy, if with my latest breath,
I may but gasp His Name;
Preach Him to all and cry in death
"Behold," "Behold, the Lamb!"

May the possession of that hope which this young man possessed so
sanctifu and consecrate the lives of those who may read this touching story
that, as you pass from time to eternity, your living witness may be crowned
with your dying witness - both consisting in lifting up the Son of Man.

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel's veins,

Lose all their guilty stains.

; :' The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day,

:j,. ' 
And there may I though vile as he,

'.-.'. Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious bloodi'';" 
Shali never lose its po*"t;

Till all the ransomed Church of God* 
se saved to sin no more.

E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.

Then in a nobler, sweeter song
-.t I'll sing Thy power to save,

When this poor, lisping, stammering tongue
: Lies silent in the grave. i....:-



The Golden Passional 5
A. V. McCANDLISH

The pleasure of the Lord in His Servant. Isa.53:10-12.

1. The pleasure of the Lord in the death of His Servant.

_"Yet it pleased the lnrd to bruise Him; He hath put Him to gief: whten
Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see Hls sied, He
s-hall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the lnrd shall prosper in His
hand." v.l0.

At first sight it seems very strange to us, that God, who said, ..I have
no pleasure in the death of the wicked",Ezek.33;ll; should take pleasure
in smiting, and bruising His Son; and in purting Him ro grief. I believe
there_are two thoughts here. (a) God the Father did not command, or compel
His Son to become the sacrifice for sinners. ..He offered up Himself."
Heb.7;27 and91'14. We ger a glimpse here of the unity of the Trinity. We
visualise God, Who knew before He created the world how Adam would
be tempted, and would fall. In His wisdom He planned the redemption of
man. Each person of the Trinity was involved in it. The Son, in His love
for man ofTered to become the sin offering. The Father gave His Son, and
was prepared to smite Him unto death. The Son offered Himself, through
the eternal spirit, without spot to die for our sins. Surely it was this voluntary
act of the Son, which gave such pleasure to the Father. (b) Sin is the vile
thing that has separated men from God, and sin is the cause of all the sorrow,
and suffering, and death that has cursed the world since Adam fell. When
Jesus went forth and yielded Himself voluntarily to the priests, and elders,

,-r:

70 The Gospel Magazine

Lord I believe Thou hast prepared
Unworrhy though I be,

For me a blood bought free reward
A golden harp for me.

'Tis strung and tuned for endless years :
And formed by power divine

To sound in God the Father's ears
No other Name but Thine.

From "Youth's Living ldeals" of the U.S.A.
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and to Pilate, and to the soldiers, who nailed Him to the cross; God laid
on Him the sin of the world. He was made an offering for sin, and God
poured out upon the sin offering all His wrath against sin. That holy wrath
was satisfied in consuming it as it was there upon the sin offering. God
was pleased to smite this accursed thing, so that it could no more hold men
in its hopeless bondage. Its power was broken for ever, and men could be
saved. God was free to grant forgiveness, and eternal life to believers. God
made His soul an offering for sin, and "He shall see His seed." Here is
the pleasure of the Lord in the death of His Servant. He looks on, and He
sees "a multitude, which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and the Lamb, clothed
in white robes, and palms in their hands." Rev. 7;9. These are the seed,
the children of God, whom Jesus purchased with His blood. "He shall
prolong His days. " He raised Him from the dead, and His life is for ever
and ever; and so it is also for His seed. They receive eternal life, and they
shall never perish. "The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. "

We catch a glimpse of that pleasure when Jesus cried in triumph, "it is
finished", God shook Calvary with an earthquake, and His hand rent the
veil of the temple from the top to the bottom. Now the way was open fbr
men to enter into fellowship with God as He first planned it from the
beginning. Surely we see it again on the day of Pentecost when three
tlousand cried out "men and brethren, what shall we do?" They believed
and were baptised in the name of Jesus. This was only the beginning, see
how the gospel was preached by the apostles right through the Roman world,
and the church was added to, and churches established among Gentiles,
as well as Jews. Let us look on to the day when God will pour out "His

Spirit of grace, and supplication on the house of David, and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem; and they shall look on Him whom they pierced, and mourn
for Him, as one mourneth for his only son. " Zech 12',10. ' 'The Lord shall be
King over all the earth: in that day there shall be one Lord, and His name
one." Zech.l4;9.

2 . T h e p | e a s u r e o f t h e L o r d i n t h e s a | v a t i o n o f m a n y . � � �
"He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His

knowledge shall My righteous Servant justify many: for He shall bear their
iniquities." v.II.

Travail is labour in child birth: so we are told He shall see His owrt
children who have been born to Him through all the agony of His suffering
on Calvary, born again by the Holy Spirit of God: and He shall be satisfied.
It is not only that they are a multitude that no man could number, they are
the childrgn whom the Father hath given Him. Heb.2;13. But let us further
consider the implication of the words, He shall be satisfied. At present we

T.l
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look at ourselves, and often at others, and we are ashamed at the sins, and
the blemishes that are so apparent; but here the Lord Jesus is root-i'g on
to the day of His coming,. we are told plainly that we shall be p.esented
to Him "a glorious church, not having ,pot, o. wrinkle, or any such thing,
but that it should be holy, and withouibiemish. " Eph.s;21 . rie tootr, uno
He says, I am satisfied. They are like Him, conformed to His own image,
perfect in holiness. Then we are told how they came into this experience.
Spurrell translates it, "By th9 knowledge of Him shall My righteous servantjustiff many, for He shall bear theiiiniquities." The'on"e *rro;uriin",
sinners is christ. Already we have read, "the Lord hath laid uptn Him
the iniquity of us all, and, He was wounded for our ,runrg."*r'io^, U"
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our p"u". *?t olonii,n,
and with His stripes we are healed. " He endured in tutt ttre punirh,n"nt
of our sins as demanded by the law; and cried, ..It is finished.,,We read
again, "Having offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, He sat down on the
right hand of God. " Heb. l0;12. Let us listen to the challenge; .,wiro srralt
lay anything to the charge pf God's elect? It is God ttrat;"ustinetn, Wlo
is he that condemneth?.It is christ that died, yea rather, thai is risen again,
wh9 is even at the right hand of God, who-also maketh intercessioi for
us"' Rom.8;33,34. But how are we justified? "we are justified by faith. "
Rory5;_l and again, "The just shatt l ive by faith." Gal.3;l l. h"r" *"
lu9, 

''Sy the knowledge of Him shall My righteous Servant justify many. ,,
Before we can believe, we must hear of Fiim, we must have o'ur "y", op"n"o
to see our need of salvation, and then to see how God laid our sins on .i"rur,
and how He endured the punishment of those sins, so that we might be
declared righteous. As our eyes were opened to see Him, and knori Him
as our God appointed Saviour, so faith was born, and we received His
righteousness. He bore away our iniquities, and they are gone for ever.

3. The pleasure of the Lord in the exaltation of His servant.
"Therefore 

will I divide Him a portion with the great, and He shalt clivide
the spoil with the strong; because He hath poureil out His soul unto death:
and He was numbered with the tronsgresrirs; and He bare the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.,' v.12.

what portion could be given Him that was not His before He came to
earth? was He not the sovereign creator of all things? were they not created
f:lHjrn1 Di.d He not uphold all things by the wordlf His power? We read,"God raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, a-nd might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world,-but also
in that which is to come: and hath put all things under His feet, and gave
Him to be head over all things to the church which is His body, the fuliess
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of Him that filleth all in all". Eph.l;20-23. Jesus, the Servant of Jehovah,
was set there in the position of supreme authority and power, as the God
Man, and with Him will be His church. Here we see the fulfilment of God's
plan for man as it was set forth in Psalm 8. This is the glory and spoil that
is His. "He shall divide the spoil with the strong." The church is no longer
seen as a trembling flock, but is recognised as those who became strong
in the power of His might. They are those who share in the "spoiling of
the strong man's goods". Lu. I l;21,22. These are the ones who "overcame

Satan by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony."
Rev.  12;  I  l .

"Because He hath poured out His soul unto death: and He was numbered
with the transgressors, and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession
for the transgressors." V. I2(b)

Here is the reason for the honour that was bestowed upon the Servant
of the Lord. He who was Eternal God, became Man to identify Himself
with men. He poured out His soul unto death. It was written, "The life
of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an
atonement for the soul. " Lev.17;11. Christ emptied Himself of the life that
was His, pouring out His life's blood for the ransom of sinners. "He was
numbered with the transgressors." We see the ignominy, "it is written,
cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them. ' ' Jesus, then took that curse upon Himself,
for again it is "written, cursed be everyone that hangeth on a tree. " Gal.3;10
and 13.

"He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgres,rors "

Listen to His intercession for those who nailed Him to the cross, and mocked
Him as He hung there in agony. "Father forgive them, for they know not
what they do. " He still continues this ministry of intercession. "He is able
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for them." Heb.1:25. He intercedes, not as a
suppliant; but as the priest on the throne, who asks with authority, and always
obtains that for which He asks. Let us take note of these closing words
of the golden passional. ''He made intercession for the transgressors. " Not
for the deserving, not for those who are righteous; but for sinners. Here
is sovereign grace. Let us worship Him, and let us yield ourselves afresh
to Him for the accomplishment of His will, in every circumstance of every
day that we live.
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Our Debt to the Reformation 3

J. C. RYLE (Bishop of Liverpool 1880-1900)

The Reformation delivered England from gross religious ignorance
and a spiritual darkness that might be felt. No doubt there was a
professing Church of Christ in the land when Henry VIII ascended the
throne, a Church abounding in wealth and garrisoned by an army of
bishops, abbots, friars, priests, monks and nuns. But money and clergy
do not make a Church, any more than "men with muskets" make an
army. For any useful and soul-saving purposes the English Church was
practically dead, and if St. Paul had come out of his grave and visited it,
I doubt if he would have called it a church at all. The plain truth is, that
it was a Church without a Bible, and such a Church is as useless as a
lighthouse without a light, a candlestick without a candle, or a steam-
engine without a fire. Except a few scattered copies of Wycliff's
translation of the Vulgate, there was no English Bibles in the land, and
the natural consequence was that priests and people knew scarcely
anything about God's truth, and the way to be saved.

As to the Clergy, as a general rule their religion was the merest form,
and scarcely deserved to be called Christianity at all. Most of them were
pitiful turncoats without a conscience, ready to change sides in religion
at word of command. In fact, they did so no less than four times -
once under Henry VIII., once under Edward VI., once under Bloody
Mary and once more under Elizabeth.

The immense majority of the clergy did little more than say masses
and offer up pretended sacrifices; repeat Latin prayers and chant Latin
hymns, which, of course, the people could not understand: hear
confessions, grant absolutions, give extreme unction, and take money
to get dead people out of purgatory. Preaching was utterly at a discount.
As Bishop Latimer truly remarked: "When the devil gets influence in a
Church, up go candles and down goes preaching.". Quarterly sermons
were indeed prescribed to the clergy, but not insisted on. Latimer tells
us that while mass was never to be left unsaid for a singl6 Sabbath,
sermons might be omitted for twenty Sabbaths in succession, and
nobody was blamed. When sermons were preached, they were
unprofitable, and latterly to preach much was to incur the suspicion of
being a heretic.
To cap all, the return that Bishop Hooper obtained from the rich
diocese of Gloucester, no barbarous and uncivilised corner of England,
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when he was first appointed Bishop in 1551, will give a pretty clear idea
of the ignorance of the pre-Reformation times. He discovered that out
of 3ll clergy in his diocese, 168 were unable to repeat the Ten
Commandments: 3l of the 168 could not say in what part of the
Scripture they were to be found, 40 could not tell where the Lord's
Prayer was written, and 3l of the 40 did not know who was the author
of the Lord's Prayer.

As to the laity, it is not too much to say that the bulk of them, except
in the hour of trial, sickess and death, had no religion at all. Even at
such seasons as those, there was no one to tell them of the love of God,
the mediation of Christ, the glad tidings of free salvation, the precious
blood of atonement and justification by faith. They could only iend for
the priest, who knew nothing himself and tell nothing to others: and then
at last they received absolution, and extreme unction and took a leap in
the dark. The blind led the blind, and both fell into the ditch. To sum
up, the religion of our forefathers before the Reformation was largely
religion without knowledge, without faith and without lively hope - a
religion without justification, regeneration and sanctification - a
religion without any clear views of Christ and the Holy Ghost.

Let us consider briefly some of the blessings which the Reformation
conferred upon this country.
(i) First and foremost, we owe to the Reformation an English Bible, and
liberty for every man, woinan and child in the land to read it. With an
English Bible came in the right and duty of private judgment, and the
assertion of the great principle of our VIth Article that ,.Holy Scripture
containeth all things necessary to salvation", and is the sole use of faith
and practice. Of all the agencies which brought about the overthrow of
Popery in this country, the translation of the Bible was the earliest and
most powerful. It struck a blow at the root of the whole Romish system.
Before a free Bible, and fair play for all who used it, the pope's
champions could not long stand. The huge fabric of popery cracked,
shivered, and came to the ground like a pack of cards. With a Bible
in every parish church, every thoughtful and intelligent man saw that
the religion of the priests had no warrant of Holy Scripture.

It is a striking and instructive fact that of all the agencies which
combined to win the Reformation, hardly any called forth such bitter
opposition as the translation and circulation of the Scriptures. Even in
1519, long before Cranmer began his good work, Foxe records that six
men and a woman were burned at Coventry for teaching their children
the Lord's Prayer and the Ten Commandments. The charge against the
accused persons was, not the possession of a Bible, but of an English
Bible, or "book of the new law in England". True to herself, the
Church of Rome has always loved darkness and disliked Scriptures.

l
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Afterwards, when the Reformation fairly began, nothing seems,to
have alarmed and enraged the Romish priesthood so much as the spread
of the English Bibles. It was this which cost the martyred Reformer,
Tyndale, his life. He was burned because he would translate and
circulate the Scriptures. The relentless enmity with which he was
persecuted and finally hunted to death by Sir Thomas More and others,
tells a tale which he who runs may read. The priests knew and felt that
their game was up if the people once saw the inside of the Bible. you
might as well have tried to stop the rising tide at Chepstow, or prevent
Jupiter's satellites revolving around him, as to stop the progress of the
Protestant cause when the laity once began to read the Scriptures. In
vain Bishop Tunstall seized the book, and Bishop Bonner burned it at
Paul's Cross. It's leading contents and principles ran through the land
like fire, and from that period the Pope's cause in England was shaken
to the centre. You that read the Bible daily and .,delight in the law of
the Lord" never forget that you owe that Bible to the Reformation.

(ii) We owe to the Reformation an open road to the throne of grace
and the great fountain of peace with God.
That blessed road had long been blocked up and made impassable by
heaps of rubbish of man's invention. Under pretence of mending and
improving the road, the divines of Rome had spoiled it altogether. He
who desired to obtain pardon had to seek it through a jungle of priests,
saints, Mary-worship, masses, penances, confession, absolution, and
the like, so there might as well have been no throne of grace at all. The
wells of water which were dug by the Apostles were stopped with earth
by the Romish Philistines, and made useless.

This huge mass of rubbish was shovelled out of the way by the
Reformers. The doctrine of our glorious XIth Article was everywhere
preached, published and proclaimed. People were taught that
justification was by faith without deeds of the law, and that every
heavyJaden sinner on earth had a right to go straight to Jesus Christ for
remission of sins, without waiting for Pope or priest, confession or
absolution, masses or extreme unction. From that time the backbone of
English Popery was broken. You that are walking by faith and enjoying
peace with God, by simple trust in the precious blood of atonement,
never forget you owe this priceless privilege to the Reformation.

(iii) We owe to the Reformation a true idea of Christian
worship. In the days when Romanism ruled England undisturbed, the
service of God's house must have been to most Englishmen a
mysterious performance, which they left entirely in the hands of the
priests. If they were present at any church service, they could only be
present as sleeping-partners, or passive, ignorant spectators. It was a
mere, formal, histrionic worship, to which the laity could only bring
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their bodies, but in which their minds and reason, and spirit andunderstanding could take no part at ail. This soiemn farce *as
completely stopped by our Reformers. They raid ao*n-it.-gr.ut
principle of our xxlvth Article, that "it is a thing plainly r.pugn"i, ,othe -word of God, and the custom of the prim'itive .trur.i,io iruu.public prayer in the church or to minister the sacrements in a tongue notunderstanded of the people". They introduced into euery nngtistr-parisrr
the English Bible, the. English prayer-book, Engrish pr"a.rrii!, ,i-pte,plain services, and a simple, untheitrical adminiitratibn or cfristls two
sacraments. of course they could not make the people christians but
toT-rh".I{e o-f Wight to Berwick-on-Tweed, and from Land,s End tothe North Foreland, a worship was set up in every parish church which
the poorest labourers might understand. you irt"t ..urrv "n:-ov- tr,.simple service of our liturgy, heartily and devoutly performed,"do not
forget every sabbath that for this you are indebted-to ttre nero.maiion.

(iv)we owe to the Reformation a true notion of the office of a
Christian Minister.
p.efole the eyes of Englishmen were opened by the Bible, it was a settred
idea in all men's minds that the christian ministry was a sacerdotal
ministry, like that of the Jews, and that every clergyman was asacrificing priest. The crergy were supposea to notd trre tlvs oirr"ui"rr,
and-to be practically mediators between God and man.'The nuiurar
result was.that they generaily became spiritual tyrants, and were .ruit"a
to a position which was enough to turn the head of any mortal man.
flaced far too high, the priests became despots. placed far too low, the
laity became slaves.

The Reformers brought the office of the clergy down to its scripture
level. They stripped it-entirely of any sacerdoiil character. rrr.v ""rt
out the words "sacrifice" and ,,altar,, from the prayer_book, and
though they retained the word "priest", retained it only in the sense of"presbyter" or "elder',. They taught the people everywhere that the
clergy were not the lords of the chuich, uut, titi paul and timottry, its
servants (Phil i:l), ambassadors, messengers, witnesses, .uung.iirtr,
teachers and ministers of the word and sacraments. Above ali, ttrey
declared, as the ordination service of our church shows, that the ciiier
business of a christian minister is "to preach the word, tl u. airig.ni in
pray_e_r and reading the Scriptures, and to lay aside the study 

-or 
tn"

world and the flesh". And as to any power of the keys, ano biniin and
losing, they taught, as Jewel's Apology distinctly infbrms us, that ii was
to ̂ be exercised by preaching the Gospel to the penitent, and setting
before him an open door, and by warning other sinners thai, continuing
in sin, they would find heaven's gate shui against them. you that know
the value of a true christian minister, andlhe immense superi,ority of

I



78 The Gospel Magazine

the pulpit to the confessional, never forget that for clear light on this
point you are indebted to the Reformation.

(v) Finally, we owe to the Reformation a right standard of
Christian holiness.
Before the days of Henry VIII it was held by all that a monastic life and
vows of celibacy were the only ways to attain eminent sanctity and
escape sin. Myriads of men and women were continually becoming
monks and nuns, under the vain idea of becoming religious by shutting
themselves off from their place in society and leaving the world.
The Reformers cut up by the roots this most fallacious idea, by
dissolving religious houses and dispersing their inmates. The thing was
done roughly, no doubt, and the property of many of the abbeys and
monasteries was disgracefully misapplied. But the measure was a wise
one, and like a severe surgical operation it saved health at the cost of
temporary suffering. The great Scriptural principle was established: that
true religion is to be seen, not in retiring into holes and corners, and
fleeing from difficulties, but in doing our duty in every position to
which God calls us, and manfully facing our foes. It is not by running
away from the devil, and giving up the management of the world to
him, that true holiness is to be exhibited. The Reformers ordered the
Ten Commandments to be set up in every parish church and taught to
every child, and the duty toward God and our neighbour to be set forth
in the old Catechism. They refused to give the slightest encouragement
to the plausible notion of becoming saints by shirking the duties of our
station.

Such is a brief and condensed account of some of the blessings which
the Reformation has conferred upon this country. The Reformation
found Englishmen steeped in ignorance, and left them in possession of
knowledge; found them without Bibles, and left them with a Bible in
every parish; found them in darkness, and left them in comparative
light; found them priest-ridden, and left them enjoying the liberty
which Christ bestows, found them strangers to the blood of atonement,
to faith, grace and holiness, and left them with the key to those things in
their hands; found them blind, and left them seeing; found them slaves,
and left them free.

For ever let us thank God for the Reformation. It lighted a candle
which ought never to be extinguished or allowed to grow dim. And for
ever let us remember that the Reformation was won for us by the blood
of the martyrs, quite as much as by their preaching and praying and
writing and legislation. It was forged in the fires of Oxford and
Smithfield. It cost the lives of one Archbishop, four Bishops and 280
other men and women, who died rather than give place to Popery. Shall
we, in this 20th century talk lightly of the great work which they did?
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Shall we hold cheaply the privileges which they won? Shall we entertain
for a moment the idea of abandoning Reformation principles and
returning to Rome? Once more I say, God forbid! ihe man who
counsels such base apostacy and suicidal folly must be judicially blind.
The iron collar has been broken: let us not put it on again. The prison
has been thrown open; let us not resume the yoke and return fo out
chains.

The Disobedient Prophet
D. C.  RELF

"Behold there came a nutn of God out of Judah by the word of the
LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to buin

incense"... (l Kings I3.l-32)

This is a difficult subject in which there are some things "hard to be
understood". we need the Lord to teach and instruct us in the sacred
Scriptures and we are divinely assured that ..All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness:.." (2 Tim.3.l6.)

-To appreciate the significance of these words we must go back a littte.
The kingdom of Israel had been broken up and now comprised only ten
tribes, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin forming the kingdom of ludah.
This seeming disaster came about because of Solomon's sin with "strange

J4/_ome_n" whereby his heart was turned away after other gods: (l Kings
ll.1-8). God said to Solomon that because he had not kept his covenant
and commands God would take the kingdom from him and give it to his
servant. For David's sake, however, God said he would not do this in
solomon's lifetime but during the life of his son. Jeroboam the son of Nebat
was solomon's servant and he made him ruler over all because Solomon
saw that the young man was industrious. Soon after when Jeroboam went out
of Jerusalem he met the prophet Ahijah alone in a field. Jeroboam was clad
in a new garment and the prophet caught hold of it and tore it into 12 pieces
telling Jeroboam to take ten pieces saying "Behold, I will rend the kingdom
out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee" (l Kgs I f.3 l;,
leaving Judah with little Benjamin to form the kingdom of Judah. A promise
was given to Jeroboam "If thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee.
and wilt walk in my ways, and do that which is right in my sight, to keep
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my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did;. . . I will be
with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give
Israel unto thee" (l Kgs 11.38). When Solomon heard of this he sought
to kill Jeroboam, in effect trying to defeat the purposes of God! As if he
could! This caused Jeroboam to flee into Egypt and he remained there until
the death of Solomon a few years later. When Solomon died Rehoboam
his son reigned in his place and Jeroboam was called back to the land of
Israel. He and the elders oflsrael spoke to the new king Rehoboam saying
"Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous
service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter,
and we will serve thee. And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days,
and then come again to me. And the people departed" (1 Kgs L2.4-5).
Rehoboam consulted the old men seeking their advice and they said "If

thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and
answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants
for ever. But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given
him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and
which stood before him: and he said to them, What counsel give ye that
we may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke
which thy father did put upon us lighter? And the young men.. (said). Thus
shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto thee, Whereas my father
did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father hath
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions" (vv7-11).
Rehoboam took the young men's advice and disaster followed - the
kingdom was divided. The people rebelled against the king and made
Jeroboam king of Israel.

It is easy for us looking back over the centuries to say that if Rehoboam
had handled the matter with more tact and discretion and had not listened
to the advice of the young men the disaster would not have happened. As
mentioned before God had determined that it should happen as a punishment
not only to Solomon but to the people. We read in v15 "for the cause was
from the Lord". That is that God had suffered these evil dispositions to
arise in the hearts of the people that He might accomplish His own purposes
by them. God's mysterious purposes are inter-twined in the providences
of men and nations teaching us, among other things, the truth of the divine
word "God is not mocked for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap" (Gal. 6.7.). God's purposes were also manifest at the time of the
first king of Israel. He gave the kingdom to Saul and later, for Saul's sin,
took it away from him. Indeed, "God is the judge, He putteth down one
and setteth up another" (Ps.75.7). In all these things persons act freely yet
are overruled by God-in the ungodly, God gives scope for the exercise of
dispositions which already exist in their minds but in influencing the godly
he first induces holy dispositions into their minds, and then calls forth those
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dispositions into exercise by the operation of His own grace, as one has said.
soon after this Rehoboam assembled all the house oTluduh and Benjamin

in Jerusalem "an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men. whicriwere
warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again
to Rehoboam, the son of solomon. But the word of Godlame into
Shemmiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin,
and to the remnant of the people, saying, Thus saith the Lord, ye shall
not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children oflsrael: return every
man to his house, for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to
the word of the Lord and returned to depart, according to the word of the
Lord" (vv21-4). so was rebellion and bloodshed stayed by the merciful
hand of God.

Next we read how Jeroboam came to be standing by an altar burning
incense. Jeroboam thought, probably rightly from anlarthly point of view,
that_if the people of Israel went up to Jerusalem to worship-then their heart
might be turned again saying "and they shall kill me, and go again to
Rehoboam king of Judah " (v27) . Now Jeroboam displayed his unbefief and
took the matter into his own hands causing disaster. Had not God promised
to give him the kingdom? and "build him a sure house, as I built foi David,'
(ch11.38)? and was not God able to fulfil His promise? Ir has been said
that "Jeroboam gave way to unbelief and sought for that in violation of
God's commands which was only to be obtained in the observance of them".
Before condemning Jeroboam we have to rook at ourserves and see how
often we try and solve our problems by taking matters into our own hands
without seeking the Lord to go before us and manage all things for us!
Jeroboam made two golden calves and set one up in bethel andthe other
in Dg saying to the people "It is too much for you to go to Jerusalem:
behold thy gods O Israel, which brought thee up out ofthe land ofEgypt"
(v28). we read he made a "house of high plac-s, and made prrests 6i tne
lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi', (v3t). So also
we read Jeroboam himself offered upon the altar "which he had devised
of his own heart" and burned incense. This again was quite wrong as the
king was not a priest.

This brings us back to the coming of the man of God from Judah by the
word of the Lord from Bethel. It is instructive to note the Lord's kindness
to the people of Israel for instead of sending a large army of 1g4,000 men"which were warriors" out of Judah (chl2.2l) against the land to punish
them He sent a man of God to rebuke the king who was the cause of the
trouble. It is significant to note that the man of God ignores the king who
has now become brazen in his wickedness and cries agiinst the altar saying"o altar, altar, thus saith the Lord: Behold a child shall be born unto the
house of David, Josiah by name, and upon thee shall he offer the priests
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of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be
burnt upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign
which the Lord hath spoken: Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes
that are upon it shall be poured out" (ch13.v2-3).It is remarkable that there
was no king of Israel by the name of Josiah at that time and would not be
for 300 years afterwards. It was a prophecy given by the Lord to His servant
and was fulfilled to the letter (2 Kgs 23.15-20). What a warning to us all
that no one can escape the judgment of God! When king Jeroboam heard
the saying of the man of God he stretched forth his hand from the altar
saying "Lay hold on him" and immediately his hand "dried up" that is
was rendered useless, similar to the effect of a "stroke" in our day. The
altar was rent (torn) and the ashes poured out according to the sign of the
man of God by the word of the Lord. Immediately the wicked king entreated
the man of God to pray to the Lord for him. Not indeed for the pardon
of his sins or for the salvation of his soul but for the healing of his hand!
How we see a picture of ourselves in our day so that we have no stones
to throw at Jeroboam. The king then offered hospitality to the man of God
who assured him in a most dramatic manner that he would not accept. He
said "If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go with thee" (v8).
So the man of God went on his way.

It was at this stage that we read of the old prophet in Bethel whose "sons

came and told him all the works that the man of God had done that day
in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told
unto their father" (vll). The old prophet then went and found the man of
God sitting under an oak tree and invited him to come home with him. The
man of God refused the invitation and up to that point had acted perfectly
correctly both before the king and the old prophet. Now came his most
severe test. No doubt he was getting more hungry and more thirsty and
indeed more tired. He was at his weakest point we might say. It is often
that Satan comes with his severest trial. He is indeed more dangerous when
he comes as "an angel of light" as here, in the person of an old prophet,
than when he comes "as a roaring lion" as when the man of God braved
the wrath of king Jeroboam.

It is noticeable that the old prophet says "an angel spoke unto me" as
if to bring something more dramatic into his invitation to the man of God
to come back home with him and eat and drink! "But he lied unto him".
Solemn words and regretfully they deceived the prophet in his weak state.
It may be the old prophet thought he was being kind to the man of God
thereby revealing his mis-understanding of God's purposes! Let it be said
straightaway that we are not to give heed, even if spoken by an angel, to
anything that is contrary to the word of God. The apostle Paul says "though

we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal 1.8). We
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must be aware of what we hear from others and seek to be guided by the
Lord-Hims?l_{through His servants and by His Spirit in reading the word.
The divine word is "1 will instruct thee and teach thee in the"way which
thou shalt go: / will guide thee with mine eyes" (ps.32.vg). Doubiless the
r-ord.can and does guide us by His spirit's teaching through His word and
by His servants preaching that word and he may teach uJ through others.
As in the case of the man whose business had just collapsed comlng home
to face financial ruin. As he sat in his chair his little giil pointed tJ u t"^t
on the mantelpiece "As for God His way is perfect". "what does perfect
mean, Daddy" she said. "Does it mean that God never makes a misiake".
The snare was broken and the Lord taught him through the simple words
of his daughter. Nevertheless, it is still God Himself ihat teachei his dear
ones whatever means He uses. "who teacheth like Him"? we are warned
by the Lord that in the last time many shall say ..Lo, here is Christ, or
there; believe it not" (Mat24.23).Ir is sadly true that false prophers have
ever been the greatest enemies of true prophets.

Now comes something that is most difficult to understand. The old prophet
cried unto the man of God from Judah as they sat at meat "Thus saith the
Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, and hast
not kept the commandments which the Lord thy God commanded thee, But
camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which
the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase
shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers". (21-2). This came to
pass for as the man of God went back on the borrowed ass "a lion met
him by the way and slew him". The old prophet was told and immediately
he went back and found the lion standing by the body of the man of God,
the lion not having eaten the body nor torn the ass. Thij was itself miraculous
as was the fact that the lion was prevented from slaying the old prophet.
All this happened so rhat the Divine purposes might be RrtRilea. The prophet
took the body of the man of God and brought it back to mourn and io bury
him. Well might he say, "Alas, my brorher"! (v30). After the burial the
old prophet spoke to his sons saying, ..When I am dead, then bury me in
the sepulchre wherein the man of God is buried; lay my bones beiide his
b9ne1' {o.-ttr9 saying which he cried by the word of the Lord against the
altar in Bethel, and against all the houses of the high places which are in
the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass" (vv3l-2j. one of the saddest
things is the way the old prophet shows no sign of compunction or of
personal responsibility in having been the means of the death of the man
of God! one would have thought the least he could have done would have
been to lament how he had been the cause through his lie, of enticing the
man of God to his death. But no, the backsliders heart is hard indeed.-one
might also have thought he might have acted like king David who when
convicted of the sin of numbering the people said "Lo,I have sinned, and
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I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? Irt thine hand,
I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house" (2 Sam. 24.I7).

Looking at the old prophet for a moment we have to say that a prophet
is one who foretells the future. It may be significant that he is nowhere
called a "man of God" as is the prophet sent by God from Judah. God
had doubtless used the old prophet in the past but is is plain that He did
not use him here but instead sent a man of God from Judah. It is also clear
that the old prophet was inspired at this time because he confirmed with
divine authority the prediction that had been given by the man of God
(concerning the burning of men's bones on Jeroboams's altar) (v32), which
was fulfilled after 300 years. He also mourned the loss of the younger
prophet and desired his bones to lay with his when he was dead burying him
in his own tomb. But he seems to have been in a backsliding condition and
did not rebuke the sins of others. For example he did not rebuke the wicked
king Jeroboam. What is the use of a prophet that does not rebuke sin, as
one has said. A watchman that gives no warning is useless (see Isa 56.10-l l)
as is a shepherd that does not care for his flock. Furthermore he seems
to have countenanced the sin of his children. When his sons came home
from the idolatrous service ofJeroboam we do not read they received any
rebuke from the prophet. Even God's servant Eli reproved his sons although
"he restrained them not". Parents must not neglect to provide by prayer
and life for their children's eternal interests as well as their temporal ones.
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you". (Mat 6.33) has a wide and far-reaching
application and has much teaching for us today. The Lord God said of
Abraham "For I know him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice
and judgment;" (Gen. 18.19). Furthermore he tempted one of his fellow
prophets, a man of God, to commit sin. He may have had some sympathy
for the forlorn condition of the prophet but ''he lied unto him" . He walked
by sight and ignored that very God and His power, Whom he professed
to serve! What a lesson for us today. "Take thine ease, drink.." seems
to be so reasonable but the Lord Jesus Christ said "It must needs be that
offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!"
(Mat. 18.7) and "Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe
in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about lris neck, and
he were cast into the sea." (Mk9.42).

Now let us look at the man of God who was so sadly deceived. God's
ways are in the deep and are past finding out. It does not necessarily follow
that his soul was lost because he was slain by a lion for his disobedience.
We have to leave this matter with those profound words "Shall not the judge
of all the earth do right"? (Gen.18.25) Would that the prophet had followed
the example of Balaam the false prophet who in this sense acted correctly
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when he sent a message to king Balak who wanted him to curse the people"If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond
the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more" . (Num.22. l8) and again"I cannot go beyond the commandment of the Lord, to do either good or
bad of mine own mind; but what the Lord saith, that will I speak" (Num
24.13) . To our natural minds it seems the Lord dealt severely with the man
of God, especially as the wicked king Jeroboam lived on for many years
and the sin of the old prophet was seemingly ignored, but we have to
remember that although it is true "God is love" yet it is also true that ..Our

God is a consuming fire" and that no command of God is to be trifled with.
We have other examples in the Word as when Uzzah put forth his hand
to-steady the ark and was instantly killed. The ark was being carried quite
contrary to God's express command. Take also the case of Moses who for
one wrong word was excluded from the land of Canaan. Other examples
will no doubt occur to the reader. We are reminded of that word "Judgment

must first begin at the house of God" (l Pet.4.17) and that "If the righteous
scarcely be saved where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?" (l Peter 4.18).
It has also been rightly said that the more nearly one is related to God the
more aggravated is every sin against Him. In Ezekiel's vision a mark was
to be put on the foreheads of those that sighed and cried for all the
abominations done in the land and the destroying angel was to slay utterly
all, old and young, who had not the mark, and the Lord said "Begin at
my sanctuary" (Ezek.9.6). For all the mercies we have received we should
be the more fearful of offending Him. Furthermore we in our day are given
a further divine warning "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world". (l John 4. l). The time is coming when the inequalities now
seen will be put right. As one has said "At present the saints are "chastened"

that they may not be condemned with the world and that although the ungodly
seem to be unpunished they are "reserved until the day ofjudgment". God's
judgments are true and righteous. (Rev.16.7).

Looking at the scene overall we may consider one or two particular things
we should take to heart in our own day and generation. First we should
guard against conforming to the world that lies in wickedness. We are all
in the world and have to do with it but should seek not ro be one with it.
The Lord Jesus prayed for His disciples "I pray not that thou shouldest
take them out of the world but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil' '

(John 17.l5). The man of God was forbidden to eat and drink in the land
of Israel, an idolatrous land at that time. He adhered strictly to the Lord's
command even most dramatically before the king with these words "If thou
wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee" (v7) until...
Sometimes those who remain steadfast in arduous circumstances are
overcome in situations of less difficulty as in the sad cases of Noah and
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Lot. The failings of this prophet were not so great but sadly he falls when
victory appears to be complete. How little do we know of our own weakness.
"Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor 10.12).
John, the apostle of love, puts it plainly "Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him" (1 John 2.15). The apostle Paul writing to the Romans
by the Spirit of the [,ord, pleads with them "Be not conformed to rftrs world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of yorr mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Rom. 12.2).
True believers in Jesus, even little ones, are not of (spirit of) this world
as the Lord Jesus said "even as I am not of this world". As one has said
"we are sent here for a little while to fulfil a particular purpose assigned
to us and our home and our rest are in a better world".

Secondly we may learn from these incidents to be careful whom we
select for our acquaintances and friends. There is much teaching in that
verse - "Be familiar with few, Be wary of some, Be courteous to all, Speak
evil of none". We cannot tell all that is in our hearts to everyone but we
should be ready to give to him that asketh a reason for the hope that is in
us (l Pet.3.l5). We should also tell others, especially the Lord's people,
and our children, ofanswers to prayer where the Lord has appeared for us.
"Let the redeemed of the Lord say so" (Ps.107.2). Some men have been
ruined by entering into a partnership with a man of this world and many
others have been led astray. "What communion hath light with darkness?"
(2Cor.6.14). Even in the religious world great caution is needed. There
are those who have a name to live but who are spiritually dead. How are
we to know? Let us ask our heavenly Father Who has said in His Word
"If ye being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children; how
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him" (Luke ll.l3). Great swelling words used by some persons and
gross exaggeration by others should put us on our guard. The old prophet
here used the striking expression tntanangel spoke to him. Apart from being
untrue it was misleading as it was the word of the LORD that mattered.
The man of God was doubtless hungry, thirsty as well as weary, as we have
said but it has to be stated he had not the same evidence for the reversal
of the command as he had for the original command. Furthermore, as we
have mentioned, we are warned to "try the spirits, whether they are of
God" (1 Jn.4.l). As one has said "Had the good prophet enquired into
the character of the old prophet, instead of giving implicit credit to his
professions, he would not have fallen. And it is a melancholy fact, that
multitudes of simple-hearted and godly Christians are essentially injured
by their hypocritical associates". See also Romans 16.18).

Thirdly. We may learn that the Word of God should be our rule of conduct.
Is it not wrong to suffer the assertions of men to supersede the express
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declarations of God Himselfl This may be applied to many things but there
is that spirit in some circles today to say God does not commana this or
that, but our standard must be the word of God. For example there are
some in so-called Evangelical circles today who say we do nor hive to regard
the Lord's Day and who are leading others astray. The great comm-and"Remember the Sabbath day" (not part of it) ..to keep iiholy" is a re_
enactment of a creation ordinance some 2000 years earlier and is clear
enough. The man of God allowed his conscience to be mastered by another
man. Here it was an older man (a backslider) but sometimes the mastering
conscience is that of the younger. The cry to be ..more up to date" when
misapplied is another sympton of those who are not followins the word
oJ the Lord fully. John Bunyan made the same point 350 yeari ago in his'Pilgrim's Progress' when Christian and Hopeful went in the eaiier .by-
path Meadow' and where did it lead them and others? ..To the law and
to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them". (Isa.8.20). May we each be enabled to seek to
do the will of Him who is the living word as He may make it known to
us by His Spirit in His written Word.

Frances Ridley Havergal
(1836 r 1g7g)

ISA A. BUCKLEY

The name has a sweet musical ring and belonged to one whose life and
work were just like her name.
Frances Ridley Havergal was born on December l4th, 1g36. Her father
was Rector of Astley in worcestershire, and Frances was the youngest
child of a truly Christian, close-knit and loving family.

Although outwardly a happy, carefree child, she tells us that she was
often inwardly restless, dissatisfied and concerned about her sinfulness.

Even as a child her poetic gift was shown and when she was seven
years old she wrote;

Sunday is a pleasant day,
When we to church do go;

For there we sing and read and pray,
And hear the sermon too.
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On Sunday hear the village bells;* 5d4i;. .::riisr- -,;b
It seems as if they said, . u

Go to the church where pastor tells ...-.r
How Christ for man has bled.

And if we love to pray and read
While we are in our youth,

The Lord will help us in our need,
And keep us in His truth.

Mrs Havergal, a beautiful earnest Christian lady died when Frances was
eleven years old. She spoke to her dear child in words never forgotten
and the more precious that they were spoken just before she died;"You are my youngest little girl, and I feel more anxious about you

than the rest. I do pray for the Holy Spirit to lead you and guide you.
And remember, nothing but the precious blood of Christ can make
you clean and lovely in God's sight".
"Fanny dear, pray to God to prepare you for all that He is preparing
for you".

The mother's prayers were answered and in the fulness of time her dear
child came to know the Saviour, the joy of sins forgiven, and the
teaching and leading of the Holy Spirit.

Frances felt the loss of her mother very deeply, but loving older
sisters cared for her and gave her much wise counsel. Later, a godly,
gracious and kind step-mother brought much love and joy to all the
family.

Frances Ridley Havergal grew in grace, and in beauty of character
and person. She had great ability and many talents. Part of her
education was received on the Continent and there she noted some of
the results of Romanism;

"Popery knows well how to lull and deceive, knows well how to en-
trap the senses and feelings; and nothing can be better suited to the
natural heart than such a religion".

Her gifts were many and varied, but she excelled in languages, music,
singing, and poetry. Her desire was to use these gifts only for the Lord
and His glory.

"Literal 'singing for Jesus' is to me, somehow, the most personal and
direct commission I hold from my beloved Master".

The Scriptures were Miss Havergal's dear delight. She knew by heart
the New Testament. This greatly prepared her for service, and she
poured out her time and strength in Sunday School teaching, visitation,
writing letters, poems, articles and books under the guidance of the
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Spirit. She was deeply interested in mission work at home and abroad,and in the Temperance cause.

Two_ extracts give some idea of the volume of work she carried through."I see by my little register that I have received above ooolett"i, u"_tween January and July lst"."what shall I do? your letters wourd take two hours to answer, andI have not ten minutes; fifteen to twenty letters to write every morn-ing, proofs to correct, editors waiting for articles, poems unA',nuri. tcannot touch. Four Bible readings or classes *eekly, *uny un"iou,
ones waitirrg for help, a mission week coming ano biner *oit urt..that".

There were many sorrows and trials, family bereavements, ill_health
and periods of being laid aside for some time.

on one occasion the doctor said "She must choose between writing
and living, she can't do both',.

She called these times her ,,turned lessons".
Y9t-' b{ God's grace, His servant was able to do much writing, and what
a blessing it is to read her words.
To a young man.

"To-morrow your manhood begins. whose shal it be? How much of
it shall be for Him? Shall it still be, some for self, and some for
Thee?"''On the subject of dress."The outer should be the expression of the inner, not an ugly mask or
disguise. If the King's daughter is to be .,all grorious *]tirin ,-rt.must not be outwardly a fright! I must dress both as a lady and a
Christian".

It is interesting to note the background against which some of the
hymns were written

"o Master at Thy feet I bow in rapture sweet" ,,o Master! It isperhaps my favourite title, because it implies rule and submission;
and this is what love. craves. Men may feel differently, but a true
woman's submission is inseparable from deep love. I wiote it in the
cold and twilight in a little back room at Shireshill parsonage".-"Tell it out_among the heathen" was written one day when uiable togo to church. Frances asked for her prayer Book in order to follow
the service (she was in bed). The psalmi for the day contained the
words "Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King". words,
music and harmonies were completed by the time the oihers came
from Church.

Speaking to her sister she said one dav."I think my special anticipation of-heaven is seeing the Lord Jesus
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exalted, glorified, vindicated, reigning King of kings, and all His
enemies owning Him".

Thou art coming, O my Saviour! .;
Thou art coming, O my King!

In Thy beauty all-resplendent,
In Thy glory all-transcendent;

Well may we rejoice and sing!
Coming! in the opening east,

Herald brightness slowly swells;
Coming! O my glorious Priest,

Hear we not Thy golden bells?

Oh, the joy to see Thee reigning,
Thee, my own beloved Lord!

Every tongue Thy name confessing,
Worshi!, honour, glory blessing 

'rJi

Brought to Thee with glad accord!
Thee, my Master and my Friend,

Vindicated and enthroned!
,:. Unto earth's remotest end

Glorified, adored, and owned!

A serious illness in 1874 greatly weakened her frail health, but she
went on serving still. Then in May 1879 came the last illness with much
pain and suffering. In the early dawn of Whit Monday Frances said to
her sister "Spite of the breakers, Marie, I am so happy; God's promises
are so true. Not a fear".

Again and again she said "So beautiful to go" Her family were
around her. Then on the 3rd of June there was a great rush of
convulsive sickness. It ceased, and lying back she said "There, now it is
all over" Blessed rest! She was within the Lord's Presence.
Who can tell how many have been helped and blessed by this sweet
singer's hymns. To-day they still speak to us and I often find their
words on my lips.
We will all have our own particular favourites, here are two verses from
mine

Master, speak! Thy servant heareth,
Waiting for Thy gracious word,

Longing for Thy voice that cheereth;
Master! Let it now be heard.

I am listening, Lord, for Thee; .a
What hast Thou to sav to Me?

l
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Master speak! Though least and lowest,
Let me not unheard depart;,

Master, speak! for oh, Thou knowest
All the yearning of my heart,

Knowest all its truest need;
Speak! and make me blest indeed.

Book Reviews

Jonathan Edwards. A New Biography, Iain Murray. The Banner of
Truth Trust. Hardback pp.503. f10.95.

This biography will surely take its place as the most balanced and
authoritative life of Edwards. It is not a picture of the great
philosopher based in his best known book "The Freedom of the
Will", but of the preacher/pastor of the rapidly growing society of
New England. His father Timothy was minister in E. Windsor, and in
1716, at the age of thirteen, Jonathan left home for College, and went
eventually to Yale. After his conversion his interests were in prophecy
and the pursuit of holiness. He was systematic in study and left
copious notes. After being the tutor at Yale he went to Northampton,
first as assistant to Solomon Stoddard, then as his successor in the
pastorate, in 1726. There he stayed for twenty three years. ln 1727 he
married Sarah Pierrepont in New Haven. She proved an ideal pastor's
wife, and her portrait, reproduced by courtesy of yale University Art
Gallery, is one of the many interesting illustrations of this volume.

Edwards contended against the rise of religious liberalism as he saw
it in Harvard. He reiterated the words of John Owen in Oxford in
1676, "the professors of religion had become indifferent to the
doctrines of God's eternal election, the sovereign efficacy of grace in
the conversion of sinners, and justification by the imputation of
Christ's righteousness" and received by faith alone.

ln 1734 in Northampton "the Spirit of God began an extraordinary
and wonderful work among us, and there were suddenly one after
another, five or six persons, who were to all appearances savingly
converted." By 1735 "earnest concern about the eternal things of
religion, and the eternal world, became universal in all parts of the
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town, and among persons of all degrees and all ages. Preaching
became interesting and the Bible a new book." Edwards first book
after this was "A Narrative of the surprising work of God." Isaac
Watts reported on it and an English edition followed. It was the most
significant book to precede the great evangelical awakening on both
sides of the Atlantic.

But Edwards was no recluse. He rode on horseback to his pasture
for the cows, he could attend to the crops, to the purchase ofcattle, or
to the shopping in Boston. Yet he did give himself wholly to the
ministry. His study was often crowded with visitors desiring counsel.
To objectors he might say "To wait to see a work of God without
blemishes and faults, is to be like a fool waiting at the river side for all
the water to run by. A work of God without stumbling blocks is never
to be expected." Edwards' whole ministry, as that of the Puritans,
was based on the conviction that the usefulness of a preacher's work is
invariably related to the nature of his inner life.. Personal communion
with God must come first. It is through intimacy with heaven that men
are made great blessings in the world.

To read the background movements and experiences of those times
adds deeper interest and understanding to the many written works of
Edwards now available. Their titles reveal their permanent worth:
"Distinguishing marks of a work of the Spirit of God", "Treatise

concerning the Religious Affections", "Some thoughts concerning
the Present Revival", and so on.

Finally Jonathan Edwards thoughts were not confined to his own
ministry. One of his sermons was titled, "A Humble attempt to
promote.. the Advancement of Christ's Kingdom on earth." The fruit
of his missi onary zeal may still be read in his Biography of David
Brainerd, the pioneer missionary to the North American Indians.

w. J.  P.

william Tyndale. select works. Focus christian Ministries Trust.
6 Orchard Road, Lewes. E. Sussex BN7 2HB. Pp 356 f3.95.

It is good to have a selection of the works of the great Reformer. It
is calculated to build up the reader in the foundation truths of the
faith. This reprint of the Religious Tract Society edition contains the
following: A short life of Wm. Tyndale; his Sermon on the Parable of
the wicked Mammon; the Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount; a
Pathway into the Holy Scripture; Prologues to the Pentateuch, the
four Gospels, and Romans; and extracts from the Obedience of a
Christian Man, a Lively description of our Justification, Tracy's
Testament, and letters to John Frith.
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The three volumes of his works in the parker Society edition include
many other works including_ "The Supper of the Lordi'. rro*.u"., irre
Focus Trust has produced cranmer'Jwork, "on the Lordis Supp.r',
Pp 280 at f4.25 pre-publication price.

w. J. P.

I
our Present Sufferings. peter Jeffery. Evangericar press of wares,,
40pp, 75p.

very few believers have not had to wrestle with the problem of
suffering, whether in the shape of illness, sudden bereavement, tragic
sorrow or other unwelcome experience. This little book attempts, in apractical yet Scriptural manner to help tried christians. In pait r, vtr.
Jeffery reminds the reader of the principles set forth in the Bible with
regard to God's sovereign-, wise and loving purposes in permitting His
children to pass through fiery trial. "we must not allow the prob"lems
to destroy our relationship with God; they must be used, not asgravestones, but as stepping-stones to Him". part II consists of five
testimonies by christians who have experienced acute sufferings, all
of whom agree, in the words of one of them, ,,Whatever trappins to
gs, fgr good or ill, His way is best and we can safely rest ln Hi-,
knowing that He is in control of our lives". Here is heip for both the
sufferer and those who would help others in their affliition.

H. J. W. L.

The Power of the Pulpit. Gardiner spring. The Burrn". of rruth
Trust. Hardback 244 pp.f5.95.

Dr. Spring was minister of the Brick presbyterian Church, New
York, and closely associated with Dr. shedd. The written worl of
them both has outlasted the century in which it was written.

.The power of the pulpit depends entirely on the truth of the gospel
w-hich the pulpit proclaims. This is described as reflected in the liistory
of preaching, the authority of the ministry, and every facet of the life
and work of the minister. It is an inspiring vorume and *iil be helpful

I to young preachers. It is graphicaly illustrated, partly by stories of' George whitefield. on a visit to Edinburgh, whit;field had witnessed
l an execution, which he described in the pulpit in such a way that the
! audience wept. He then compared it with the death of christ on the
I cross' No sympathy was shown there. The effect was electrical. Some
I :f .these- old- illustrations are remarkably contemporary. ..The

I Bishops", said George III, of Whitefield, ..are very jialoui of such
! men". when a distinguished prelate complained to irim of the zeal of
I
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the ministers under the patronage of Lady Huntingdon, he replied,
"Make Bishops of them". "That might be done, replied the prelate," but
we cannot make a Bishop of Lady Huntingdon." "Very well", said the
king, "see if you cannot imitate the zeal of these men. I wish there
were a Lady Huntingdon in every diocese in the kingdom". To which
words the Queen added, "As for her Ladyship, you cannot make a
Bishop of her, it is true; it would be a lucky circumstance if you could,
for she puts you all to shame."

w.  J .  P .

Pages from the Past. Edited by Alexander McPherson. Free
Presbyterian Publications. 133 Woodlands Rd. Glasgow G3 6LE.
Pp 85. Price:

Subtitled 'Religious Stories for Young People', are twenty nine
items selected from the pages of 'the Young Peoples Magazine'. Most
are short anecdotes with a spiritual message, but two are much longer.
Of these the one, 'The Power of Truth', is a picture of rural lreland in
the last century, and God's power through His Word to save and keep
those, both young and old, who hear the Gospel; the other, is an
episode from 'Evenings with John Bunyan' which ran for three years.

The print of this book is exceptionally good, and will suit both
young and old.

w. J. P.

The Seven Churches of Asia. R. M. M'Cheyne. Christian Focus
Publications. Fearn, Tain, Ross-shire. pp 55.

M'Cheyne of Dundee 1836-43 was one of Scotland's leading
Evangelical preachers, and this commentary on Rev. 2 and 3, was
delivered to his weekly prayer meeting. It breathes the spirit of careful
exposition, of faithful and fearless presentation of Gospel promises
and challenges, and of a passion for the souls of men. Like all
M'Cheyne's writings it has become a classic, presenting the Gospel
with scholarly insights into the early New Testament Church
situations. It is valuable for personal devotion and for preparation in
ministry.

w. J.  P.


