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Editorial
In the Epistle to the Hebrews there is a piece of advice that is so relevant to us today

- "be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the
promises" 6:12. We observe three things here:

l. A Danger that threatens. In the Christian life there is always the temptation to slacken
our pace, to ease up. This is a danger that confronts all of us. In business and commerce
diligence is the secret of success. We cannot expect to prosper spiritually without effort.

2. An Encouragement to hearten. We are urged to be "followers of them who inherit
the promises". Past generations of Christians have left their witness to the faithfulness
of God. The promises of God are scattered liberally throughout the Bible. There are
promises to meet every eventuality of life. Peter speaks of them as being "exceeding
great and precious", designed for the use of believers throughout their earthly
pilgrimage.

Some promises are realised at once; others demand the exercise of patience. There is
ample provision for our every need, whatever that need may be.

3. A Direction to follow "Be followers". we are urged to become copyists of those
who followed Christ before us. The Christians at Corinth were urged bv paul ..be ve
followers of me".

we have no strange road to walk but a well-beaten path and one plainly to be seen.
All God's people have passed along the King's Highway. The God in who they trusted
is not changed. The grace that met their need is still all-sufficient. The Saviour they loved
is still able to do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think.

What a rich inheritance is ours!
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He went about doing good

A sermon by the Editor

"Jesus of NaZareth who went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of
the devil; for God was with Him." Acts 10:38

This is part of Peter's message to Cornelius the Roman Centurion. It was the conversion
of Cornelius that marked such a great move forward in the task of evangelisation carried
out by the early Church and here is Peter's words about our Lord "He went about doing
good. " Here we have, I suggest, a comprehensive picture of our Master's life and work.
Dr. Alexander Whyte has said, "It is our Lord's whole life on earth in one perfect line,"
a wonderfully comprehensive statement. "He went about doing good."

We need to notice, then, first of all the energy He displayed. Notice this, "He went
about." There is tremendous significance in those words "He went about" for our Lord
was constantly on the move passing from place to place and one cannot but be struck with
the fact that much of our Lord's ministry was by the wayside. He spoke to people as He
travelled. He rarely preached in what we might call consecrated buildings or ecclesiastical
edifices. Most of His ministry was in the open air. "He went about doing good. " When
you come to the New Testament and read it seriously you can see how unresting and yet

unhasting was the work of Christ. He is brought before us as one who could not rest until
His work was done. There was an absorbed look on His face, there was compassion in
His eyes as He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem and John records how on one
occasion a crisis arose during His ministry in Galilee. Said John "Many of them from

that time forward went back and walked no more with Him." To John a disciple was
one who was on constant pilgrimage from place to place. "He went about doing good. "

And there was a day when the disciples tried to deter Him because of the foes that lay
in watch for him. What was the reply they received? It was this, "What are there not

twelve hours in a day? If a man walk in the day he stumbleth not. " You see the purpose

of life lay before Him. He was unafraid. "He went about." You remember how they

said Herod had laid a scheme against Him, and our Lord said, "Tell Herod that fox that

I work today and tomorrow and the third day will be perfected" and again when the disciples
hung back and hesitated the Lord said to them, "Yet a little while and the light is with

you, walk while ye have the light lest darkness come upon you." "He went about". and

it was as He walked by the lakeside that He called some of His disciples from their nets

and said "Come, follow Me and I will make you fishers of men" and it was as He was

passing by a toll house on one of the busiest thoroughfares of the ancient world that Jesus

iurned and glanced at Matthew and called him from his ledger and his till and he arose

up and he followed Him. He displayed remarkable energy. He was certainly on the move,

and does He not desire His Church to be after the same order, because the last word He
gave to them was this, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel. " "Go" not "Sit

still." The Church is to be constantly on the move fulfilling the great commission.

"It is the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread it still?"
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Secondly, I want you to notice the event to which He moved. One morning they found

Him deep in prayer on a lonely hillside. He had risen long before day to commune with

heaven, and as they found Him Peter said to Him, "Lord, all men seek for Thee" and

the Lord replied "Let us go into the next town for there I must preach also for therefore

came I forth." You see, He *as constantly on the move. That was the reason for this

inward surge of energy. It drove Him on to fulfil the task given to Him. He was the

Messenger with tidings from heaven and He possessed a burning desire to make known

the gladlidings of the Gospel, and as the cross loomed closer you find Him speaking with

pasJionate urg"n"y "I have a baptism to be baptised with and how am I straitened until

it be accomplished. " "If any man will come after Me let him take up his cross and follow

Me." On und on pressed those hurrying feet till at last they begin the long ascent from

Jericho to Jerusalem and picture Him in your mind's eye as He leaves the disciples with

set face and determined stride and He repeats yet once more what He had often said to

unbelieving ears "The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister and

to give His tife a ransom for many." And the Christ that we see in the Gospels is a Christ

tha=t is always going about from first to last on a passionate pilgrimage of love. "He went

about doing good.; And can we wonder, then, that a penitent woman once stood at His

feet weeping, bathed His feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. She blessed

those feei that went about doing good, and of those feet you remember it was written long

years before "How beautiful are the feet of Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth

p"u""." He went about, along the dusty roads of Judea and Galilee. The occasions on

which our Lord rode must have been very few. He passed by on foot and that is why

He had time to see people in their need and in their distress often and to listen to their

requests. He was on the move. He went about. You remember how as the New Testament

draws to a close long years afterwards there is John on the Isle of Patmos and he sees

the vision of the glorlfied Christ. This is what John says, "His feet were like unto fine

brass as if they bJrned in a furnace. " You remember also that John sees Him as walking

in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks which represent the Churches of Christ on

earth. "He went about." Oh! those blessed feet.
But the Bible has something more yet to tell us, in one of the Messianic Psalms we

read "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand until I make Thine enemies

Thy footstool" Those feet that once went about will one day sit supreme, or, as Paul puts

it in the great resurrection passage, "He must reign till He hath put all enemies under

His feet."
The energy He displayed; the event to which He moved, the cross, and we notice thirdly,

the example which He set. Peter says "He has left us an example that we should follow

in His steps. " Do you remember from the Pilgrim's Progress Mr. Stedfast? This is what

he said, '-'I have loved to hear my Lord spoken of, and wherever I have seen the print

of His shoe in the earth there have I coveted to set my foot too." Yes, an example to

follow. There is a striking phrase in the Book of Proverbs which says ''He speaketh with

his feet." That is very true when it is applied to our Lord. He was speaking all the time

that He was moving about and the New Testament says quite a deal about our walk, the

usage of our feet, our spiritual feet if you like. Listen, we are told to "walk in newness

of life. " We are to ''walk honestly as in the day. " We are to ''walk by faith and not by

sight." We are "to walk in love." We are "to walk in the l ight as He is in the l ight."

tfiis is one of the great themes of the Epistle of the Ephesians. We are told many other

things there - to "walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called." It is a term
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to describe christian deportment. Our walk is our character and our life, and we have
th9 great example of Enoch who walked with God "and before he was translated he had
this testimony that he pleased God" - an example to follow. Have you ever thought too
that one of the most effective ways of witnessing to Christ is by our feet - the"places
to which we go? our witness is seen in the way we use our feet, when they carry us to
church on Sunday morning or to the mid week gathering. It is a quiet effective witness.
Your neighbours see ylu 

ryhen you leave youihomer and they inow that you are off
to Church, and is not that in itself a witness, the feet in motion towards the House of
God proclaim that this is someone who really cares and to turn out whether the weather
be fair or foyl. lle speaketh with his feet, and worship is important. There is a story told
about Francis of Assisi. He once asked a novice to go with hi* to the City to preacfr and
they set 9ff. They went down the hill through the crowded market place, throughih. nu.ro*
streets of the city and they returned home, and, said the young man, :.1 ttougtt we were
going to preach. " ''My son, " said Francis, "we have preacheJ as we walked. It is useless
going to preach unless we preach as we go. " Now that is the only kind of preaching that
is possible to many people because it is not everyone's privilege to ascend tire pulpit'steps
and declare the whole counsel of God, but our feet are contributing to our witness, the
places that we go to, and the places we do not go to, there is a teitimony to be given.
So I ask, "Do you speak with. your feet; do you preach as you walk? Do four feeicarry
you not only to the church, important as that may be, but do they carry us about oui
Master's business? Perhaps going to some home where there is need, going the extra mile
-uy.P?: putting ourselves out in the service of Christ. Do you go abouias Jesus did, doing
good?"

A famous Japanese christian once wrote these lines and he sent them out to friends on
a Christmas Card and these were the words. "I read in a Book that a Man called Christ
went about doing good. It is very disconcerting to me that I so easily am satisfied with
just doing good." weare to go about doing good and if we follow chrisr's way we
must learn to speak with our feet.
Let this be our prayer,

"Oh let me see Thy footmarks
And in them plant my own;

My hope to follow duly
Is in Thy strength alone."

Or as another verse puts it

"Mine are the hands to do the work 
'

My feet shall run for Thee
My lips shall sound the glorious news

'Lord, here am I, send me."'

"He went about doing good."

Notice how it goes on to say "and healing all that were oppressed of the devil for God
was with Him. " There were remarkable testimonies given concerning our Lord's ministry
on earth. Concerning His ministry the people testified "Never man ipake like this Man"

:''&!-':s;
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and concerning the miracles they said, "What manner of Man is this that even the wind
and the waves obey Him?" What a gracious ministry the Lord Jesus Christ exercised!
His mission to the world was one of mercy and lovingkindness. The world was in darkness

and He came to illuminate it. The world was in misery and He came to bless it. The world
was lost and He came to redeem it. He says "I come that ye might have life and that
ye may have it more abundantly. ' ' ' 'This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. " Yes, ''He went about doing good

and healing all that were oppressed of the devil for God was with Him", and we read
in Matthew's Gospel how He went throughout all Galilee teaching in their synagogues
and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner
of disease among the people. What a wonderful ministry it was! He restored the lame

to soundness of limb. He unstopped the ears to the deaf; He unloosed the tongue of the
dumb; He gave sight to the blind; He cured those with leprosy and fever and dropsy. He

expelled the demons from the possessed; He forgave sins; He transformed men and turned
them from darkness to light. And this ministry was carried out among all classes. A military
officer came one day and sought His aid and the Lord freely restored the centurion's servant.
Another day a ruler applying to the Lord on the behalf of his daughter and that daughter
was raised to life again; a nobleman pleaded for his son, "Come down ere -ay child die"
and the Lord said, "Go thy way, thy son liveth." And at the other end of the social scale
there were the two blind beggars who cried, "Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy
on us" and He at once had compassion, touched their eyes and sight was given. And how
gracious He was in His dealings with men. Of Him it was written and wonderfully fulfilled
"He will not break the bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax." This is the Saviour
that we profess to love and serve. What an example has been set before us. We cannot
follow Him in His miraculous works, but we can certainly follow Him in so far as "He

went about doing good" and Paul says "Let us not be weary in well doing." We are
to press on with the work. We are to commend this Saviour that we love and serve and,
remember, He still lives and He still, as it were, goes about doing good, healing all manner
of sickness and disease.

How thankful we should be that God in His goodness gave His Only Son to be the Saviour
from sin, to be the supreme example. Oh! may we have grace to follow, to use our feet,

to go about doing good, and may God be with us and enable us as we seek to fulfil the
task that He gives us, for there is a work assigned to each and every believer,

"There is a work for Jesus
Which none but you can do"

and if you can do nothing else you can certainly go about doing good and bearing something
of the fragrance of Christ.

May He give us grace so to do, Amen.

M . H .
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

SNOW

Have you ever looked out of the window one morning to find the usual view completely
changed? If snow has fallen overnight, the whole scene looks bright and shining and white.
Your own front garden looks almost unrecognisable with its blanket of snow. Snowy
weather is difficult for many people, including old people and those who have to travel
but the picture it makes is really beautiful.

Snow is very white. Is there anything whiter than snow? A pure white linen hankerchief
perhaps? It looks very white indeed. But if you lay that handkerchief our on a patch of
fresh snow it will seem almost gray. The snow is so much whiter.

David prayed in Psalm 5l to God for forgiveness. He needed to be cleansed from his
sin. "Wash me, " he prayed, "and then I shall be whiter than the snow. " God's forgiveness
and cleansing is total, so that the soul washed clean by Him, is something that is described
as even whiter than snow.

It is great fun to play in the snow - sledging, snowball fights, ski-ing or making
snowmen. One day three boys were out playing in the snow. A gentleman spoke to them
offering a prize for the winner of a contest. There was an untouched field of snow nearby.
"I will give a prize," said the man, "to the boy who can cross the field to me, not in
the fastest time, but in the straightest line."

They all got ready for the race - the boys on one side of the field, the man on the
other - between them a smooth unmarked field of snow. Across the field they ran. The
first boy looked at his own feet all the time to see how he was doing. His line was quite
squint. The second boy looked first at one friend, then at the other to see if he was doing
better than them. His line was wavy too. But the third boy had different tactics. He kept
his eye on the man on the other side of the field. His line was straight. He was the winner.

Our life is like this race. If we spend our time wondering how well we are doing or
comparing ourselves with those around us, we will soon stray from the straight path. The
best way to run this race is to keep our eye on the Lord Jesus Christ. He. in His word,
is our guide and example.

"Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus. " Hebrews
12.  r&2.

QUrZ
1. Whose hand became leprous as snow and then quickly recovered? (Exodus 4.6.)
2. Who was punished by becoming leprous like snow? (Numbers 12.10.)
3. Who killed a lion in a pit on a snowy day? 2 Samuel 23.20.
4. How was David to be made whiter the snow? (Psalm 51.7)
5. Why is the good wife described in Proverbs not afraid for her family when the snow comes?
(Proverbs 31.21.\
6. The Lord tells us "Though your sins are as
as snow." 0saiah L18.)

they shall be as white

7. Whose clothing shone as white as snow with appearance like lightning. (Matthew 28.3.)
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ROBERT BOYD. 1578.1627
Francis Coxon

Robert Boyd of Trochrig was born at Glasgow, in 1578. He was the youngest son of
James Boyd, archbishop of Glasgow, proprietor of Trochrig and Barneil in Ayrshire, laird
of Penkill. When an infant only three years of age, he lost his father. Upon this bereavement
his mother, who besides him had only another son, Thomas, retired to her house at Trochrig.
Robert and Thomas were first taught at the grammar school of Ayr, in the neighbourhood.

I. EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY UNDER ROBERT ROLLOCK AND CHARLES
FERME.

The two brothers were afterwards sent to the university at Edinburgh, where they were
under Principal Rollock, and had for their regent Charles Ferme, by whose instructions
they greatly profited, both taking their degree of master of arts in 1595. Soon after the
elder brother, Thomas, died, and Robert, as his heir, became proprietor of Trochrig and
Barneil, the family inheritance. At that period it was customary for Scots, who had the
necessary means to accomplish themselves by travelling on the continent, Robert Boyd
left Scotland for France, on the lst. May, 1597, arriving at Dieppe, on the 7th. May.
He had opportunity of becoming acquainted with many learned and excellent Huguenots.
The half of that time he spent at Tours, occupied in the tuition of youths in a school recently
founded by Dr. Andrew Rivet, Reformed minister at Tours. Here, he pursued at the same
time with avidity his studies, particularly cultivating the Greek authors, which Andrew
Rivet loaned him. Andrew Rivet was among those deputed to attend the deliberations
of the Synod of Dort, 1618, but prevented from attendance by the king. The distinctive
scriptural truths of sovereign grace and Calvinism, are plainly discernible, in the lives
and writings of the Scots worthies aforementioned, together with the Huguenots, English
reformers, and Puritans; "according to the faith of God's elect," Titus l:1, The life of
faith; the walk of faith; and the triumph of faith. "...this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith." I John 5:4.

II. CONTINUATION OF EXPERIENCES IN FRANCE.
Having pursued with avidity his studies, Robert Boyd's health becoming impaired, he

left Tours for Rochelle, renowned in Huguenot history. His health being much improved
he went from Rochelle to Bordeaux, where he stayed some twelve months in the family
of Monsr. Primet. He then went to Poitiers, whence going to visit the town and academy
of Montbauban he made the acquaintance of Monsr. de Dismes, one of its professors of
philosophy, and received an appointment to be professor of belles-lettres. After delivering
two inaugural discourses, which were prescribed to him as trials, he was admitted in
November, 1599, being then about twenty years of age. Towards the close of the year
1604, when only in the twenty-fifth of his age. having received a call to become minister
of the French church of Vertuille and Ruffee in Angouleme, and was ordained minister
there. From his growing reputation as a scholar and a preacher, he did not remain long
in this situation. At that time a professor's place in the university of Saumur was vacant;
and having been informed by Andrew Rivet of Tours, of the eminent abilities and learning
of Boyd, was desirous that Boyd should be translated of Saumur. His exposition of Paul's

43
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Epistle to the Ephesians, afterwards published, formed part of the public lectures which
he delivered in the theological chair at Saumur. In August, 1607, with permission of the
university ofSaumur, he engaged in a short tour through the Protestant churches, visiting
Germany, Holland, and landing in Scotland. Boyd left Scotland, and returned to France
in September, 1610. When in Scotland he had been importuned by his friends to make
arrangements for permanent returning to, and settling in his native land. But the General
Assembly at Glasgow in June 1610, and the arbitrary purpose of King James VL, deter-
mined to impose on the people of Scotland. In a letter which he wrote when in Scotland,
12th July, 1610, he wrote:
"Our king is resolved at all ventures, more and more to establish, through all his

kingdoms, the episcopal hierarchy.......to introduce and force in among us with Popery,

atheism, ignorance, and impiety......"
Every letter which he received from Scotland increased his indifference to returning

to Scotland. "The case of this kirk is very lamentable" wrote an esteemed minister to
him,20th. May, 1611, "The Lord look down thereon with the eye of mercy. We that
should be her watchmen to cry in her streets for her wakening, and on her watch-towers
to the Lord by night and day, to have compassion and heal her wounds - we are fast
asleep." The same correspondent, in still more melancholy terms, in a letter to Boyd,
16th. March, 1613, ".....You will have heard that the acts of that corrupt Assembly, holden
in Glasgow, when you were in this country are ratified in Parliament.......they cause the
secret council punish by warding and confining all that will not bow the knee to Baal......The
Lord of Hosts arise.......and honour his own name in bringing his kirk out of
bondage.....Jericho is building again, which the Lord had sacked by the trumpet of his
b lessed evangi l l . "

III. R.ETURN TO SCOTLAND.
Having married Anna Malivern, at Saumur, in May, 1611, which could be considered

an impediment to return to Scotland. Well! "God moves in a mysterious way," in over-
ruling all circumstances of His people's pathway. Circumstances soon occurred which

brought Boyd to Scotland contrary to his expectation. A vacancy having taken place in

the principalship of the college of Glasgow, and Boyd's friends were active in their

endeavours for his appointment to fill the post, and they succeeded in obtaining the approval

of King James VI. Boyd was now comfortably married, and his spouse was averse to leave

the land of her birth. However, notwithstanding considerations, which might incline him

to remain in France, Boyd, constrained by the earnest persuasion of his friends, came

to the resolution to accept of the new sphere of labour. On the day before his departure
from Saumur, presentations were made to him, including a silver basin from the church

and the academy, with his crest, name, and arms engraven upon it. On the 2nd. October,

1614, Boyd and his family left Saumur, arriving on 3lst. idem, at Glasgow,

Iv. CONFLICTS IN SCOTLAND.
Besides being the Principal of the college at Glasgow, Boyd also was minister at Govan.

While he had been in France the popish controversy had employed his thoughts, and also

after his return home the troubled condition of the kirk of Scotland engrossed much concern

and attention. He became a zealous friend and supporter of the faithful part of the ministry

against the usurpation of the bishops and their ceremonies. The prelate being conscious

that the eminence of his position, his piety, and learning would influence many to take
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part with him that way, laboured with great assiduity, by threatenings, and the persuasions
of some of his friends, to gain him over to their side, but without success. Boyd's troubles
for nonconformity were increased after the passing of the Five Articles of Perth, August,
1618, when it was resolved by James VI. and the bishops, rigidly to enforce their
observance. Of all the articles there was none that proved more obnoxious than that of
being compelled to kneel at the sacrament. This ceremony was identified in minds of the
people with the idolatry of Rome - so clearly derived from worshipping the body of Christ
in the host - that they shrank from it with horror. - Article I. Also Article V. required
conformity to the observance of "holy days" not warrented in all the scripture, such as
the 25th. of December. Boyd, though tolerant of those who held sentiments different from
his own, could not conscientiously comply with the articles, and disapproving of the forcible
imposition of them upon others, and this ultimately led to his demission of the office of
Principal of the University of Glasgow. Soon after, Boyd was chosen by the town council
of Edinburgh, with the advice of the ministers; Principal of the college. In an address
to the magistrates of Edinburgh, Boyd pronounced a high encomium on Principal Rollock,
under whom he "began to learn Christ more than thirty years ago," and "was first grounded
in the solid principles of true piety." "O happy day," he adds, "that ever I heard or
knew that man of God, the mouth of Jesus Christ towards his people, whose words the
Spirit of Jesus deigned to accompany to the hearts of his own chosen, both young and
old, both in kirk and school, with the sweetest weight and power of softening and sanctifying
grace to draw them into the love of Jesus Christ that ever I felt in this world; and therefore
good reason it were that, being so called of God, I laboured to do some good where I
got most good. Yea, happy and thrice happy that if so it would please the goodness of
my God to make me an instrument of his grace to any of that kirk or school, where I
both founded and felt once the work of his glorious grace towards myself and others, to
his eternal glory and our endless comfort and consolation. " Wodrow's Life of Boyd, p. 182.

Some of the other ministers of Edinburgh gave the king information against him as a
nonconformist who sent a letter to the magistrates of the city, rebuking them for admitting
him, and commanding him to be removed, which the magistrates accepted with reluctance,
and expressions of deep regret. Thus he was sent a second time to his uneasy privacy.
where he lived a kind of banished or imprisoned life. At length the charge of the kirk
at Paisley was committed to him; but here new storms arose, for the widow of the Earl
of Abercorn, a pervert to Popery, stirred up her children and servants to give Boyd all
the disturbance they could and so to tire him out, and force him to leave the place. Taking
the opportunity of Boyd's absence, they broke open the doors of his house, and in a
tumultuous manner, threw out all his household goods into the street. Afterwards, seeing
no prospect of a peaceful settlement at Paisley, he returned to his own house at Trochrig
in Carrick.

V. HIS LATTER END.
Mr. Boyd, being almost overwhelmed with these troubles, withdrew from public

employment and continued at his own house in Carrick, until at length by his continual
watching, grief and excessive studies, he contracted a swelling in his throat, and passed
away on the 5th January, 1621 , at Edinburgh, whither he had gone to consult physicians
on his various distempers, in the forty-ninth year of his age. His sufferings were severe,
and his sickness was of short duration; which he bore with much patience. Through life
his constitution had been weak and he had suffered much in various ways. "He had
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fearned," says wodrow, "to bear the cross with joy, and great was his enlargement during
his three weeks trouble in Edinburgh. He was under the foretaste of the glory t6 be revealedl
and under much heavenly ravishment and holy raptures. His life had been a life of love,
faith, and usefulness. Great was his peace and glorious were his victories over all the
shakings and temptations with which at some times he was haunted. They all tended to
his own comfort and establishment, and the confirmation of his friends about
him............His death, and especially when in the prime of his age, was lamented by
all. The bishops and those who had opposed him owned his vast learning, great wisdom,
and remarkable piety. Those who stood up against the present innovations and corruptions
were almost inconsolable, as having lost one who, by his singular abilities and wisdom,
as well as his powerful wrestlings and intercessions, was truly one of the greatest pillars
of the land, and might have been singularly useful in this dark and difficult time, when
they could ill want a man of his abilities. "Life of Boyd pp. 240,241. By his wife, Anna
Malivern, Boyd left two sons, Robert who succeeded him, and John, and two daughters,
Margaret and Janet. In his last will and testament, which was made at Edinburgh, 25th.
December, 1626, all these children are named, except Robert, the eldest. His widow, who
survived him many years, was "a person of exemplary piety and excellent sense; an
affectionate wife and a tender mother." She died before l9th. December. 1654.

ADDENDUM.
zachary Boyd, 1589-1653, minister of the Barony, Glasgow, 1623, where he continued

till his death, was cousin to Robert Boyd. Zachary Boyd's principal prose work, "The

Last Battell of the Soule in Death," printed 1629. An edition was prinred in 1831, with
Life by Gabriel Neil. Imprinted "Only 300 copies printed."

The l83l edition has the original 1629 title page: following the foregoing title: "Whereby

are showne the diverse Skirmishes that are betweene the Soule of Man on his Death-Bedde,
and the Enemies of our Salvation. Carefullie digested for the comfort of the Sicke: By
Mr. Zacharie Boyd, Preacher of Gods Word at Glasgow.

Job 14, vers. 14. 'All the dayes of mine appointed tyme will I waite till my changing
come.'
"I live to die, that I may die to live."

Someone to Listen
Isa A Bucklev

"He does not listen to me."
"She does not try to understand."
"My parents never talk to me, and they have no time to listen to me."

How many times we hear such remarks. Sadly they are often true, and this leads to
many hurts, problems, and much loneliness. No one to listen. No one who cares.

We must learn to listen to others, not only with our ears, but with our eyes and hearts.
So many around us are looking and longing for someone to listen.

*.:
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Amy Canirichael fetls us ttat as a young missionary she once had a time of great

loneliness. The older missionaries were good, kind people but busy with their work' One

day the feeling of loneliness was so acute that when the Post came, she ran to her room,

locked the door and read all her letters aloud to her Heavenly Father. He is ever listening,

and this sharing of each detail of her life with Him expelled the sense of loneliness.
Yes, there is One who always listens to the weakest cry of His children. We may be

alone, unknown, even despised by some, but we are known and loved by Him. He bids

us pour out our hearts before Him. HE WILL LISTEN.

Jeremiah 33:3. CALL UNTO ME, AND I WILL ANSWER THEE.

It may not be the answer we expect or desire, but His answer is always for our highest
good.

Psalm 62:8.TRUST IN HIM AT ALL TIMES; YE PEOPLE, POUR OUT YOUR HEART

BEFORE HIM; GOD IS A REFUGE FOR US.
Just as a little child to a loving parent, so we may come to our God.

PSAIM 91:I5.HE SHALL CALL UPON ME AND I WILL ANSWER HIM: I WILL BE

WITH HIM IN TROUBLE; I WILL DELIVER HIM, AND HONOUR HIM.

This whole Psalm is so precious. Those who trust in the Lord will always have Someone

to listen.

PSAIM 145:I8.THE LORD IS NIGH UNTO ALL THEM THAT CALL UPON HIM,

TO ALL THAT CALL UPON HIM IN TRUTH.
Since the Lord knows all about us we can be absolutely honest and truthful with Him.

He will not misunderstand, or hold anything against us, as even the best of human friends

may sometimes do.

ISAiAh 65:24.BEFORE THEY CALL I WILL ANSWER. AND WHILE THEY ARE YET

SPEAKING I WILL HEAR.
Just as a loving Mother can sense her child's need of her, so in a greater and more

perfect way does our Heavenly Father.

2 Chronicles 7:l4.lF MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME' SHALL

HUMBLE THEMSELVES, AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM

THEIR WICKED WAYS, THEN WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL

FORGIVE THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR LAND.
We know our own sins, and the sins of our land. God has fulfilled this promise many

times in the past. Let us call upon Him that He will do so again, for His Glory and our good.

"All must come, and last, and end,
As shall please my heavenly Friend."

LET US CALL. HE IS LISTENING.



48 The Gospel Magazine

Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
John 9 w 24-31
Divine Certaintv

The Pharisees said "We know that this man is a sinner", but they were wrong. Jesus
did not break the Sabbath law. He did God's will on the Sabbath, bringing healing of
body and soul to this man who was born blind. The man said "One thing I know - that
whereas I was blind, now I can see." This was his own experience. If we have such an
experience, then let us tell it out to the glory of Christ, whether we are ridiculed or reviled,
or persecuted, as this man was. The Pharisees said: "We know that God spoke to Moses,
as for this fellow, we know not whence He is". True God did speak to Moses, but if
they had given heed to what Moses said, they would have recognised what he said about
Jesus. Deut. 18:15. Neither would they seek to kill Him. The man said: "We know that
God heareth not sinners: but if any man doeth His Will, him He heareth". How true for
we are told - "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me" Ps.66:18.
Sin always separates us from God. Isa. 59:2 If we would be heard when we pray; we
must be first cleansed from sin. These Pharisees cast him out because he testified ofJesus;
but Jesus found him and revealed Himself to him, so that he said: "I believe" and
worshipped Jesus. How striking! This man was possibly excluded from the worship of
the Temple; but he entered right in to the presence of God as he worshipped the Lord
Jesus. The Temple worship was empty and dead when they left Jesus out of it. What about
my worship? Jesus showed them and us that judgment is the inevitable result of His coming.
All who cling to sin and refuse the salvation of the Lord Jesus must suffer condemnation
for they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil. Some Pharisees who
heard Jesus speak challenged Him, saying "Are we blind also?" Jesus said - "If you
were blind because of ignorance you would not be condemned: but when you persist in
refusing to accept the light God gives, then your sin is evident and brings condemnation.
They were saying we know and persisted in refusing the light that was in Christ. May
I learn that certainty in spiritual things only comes from God by His Word., and through
the work of the Holy Spirit. It is concentrated in our Lord Jesus, who said "I am the
lisht of the world".

A .V .Mc .C .

"God is the refuge of His saints
When storms of sharp distress invade;
Ere we can offer our complaints,
Behold Him present with His aid"

Isaac Watts.
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The Believer's Assurance
W.R.  CHAPMAN (S t .  And rew .  Guernsev .  Channe l  l s l ands )

"The lttrd will not forsake His people for His great name's sake; because it hath pleased
the ktrd to make you His people" (l Sam. 12:22)

I am aware that these words are spoken to the nation of Israel, the people of God's
choosing, but this is in truth the revelation of His eternal purposes towards the people

of his choosing both Jew and Gentile. We shall see this as we go through as the promise
is repeated to the Lord's people, and we see them underlined as being the truth given
not only to the Jews but to those who are God's people through faith.

TIIE PROMISE MADE . . . "The Lord will not forsake"
The word translated "forsake" here is one of three main words used in the Old Testament

and of them all this is the strongest. It means to "thrust off", "to forsake", "to cast
off'. Take the Biblical example of leprosy. Now you remember it is said of the leper

that he is the untouchable. You must not touch him for fear of catching leprosy. There
were many rules and regulations about the leper. But if any one came near them, they
would act as if they were thrusting them off. They rnust not come near them, they must
go away, and the leper knew that he must not go near to people. They were the untouchables
and they were thrust off forcibly. They were forsaken. He was a loathsome, putrid,

unacceptable person to them. That was the way in biblical times. So were these Israelites,
so are we. The Lord could justly have forsaken them, forsaken us, thrust us off. Instead
the Lord gives this promise and uses the strongest language. He says "The Lord will not
forsake. " He will not thrust you off. How gracious then is the Lord. We read in Romans
5:8 some lovely words about this. He says "But God commendeth His love toward us.
In that while we were an untouchable, while we were sinners, that which caused that
separation between us and our God, while we were in that state, while we were sinners,
Christ died for us."

Now that is the depth of the love of God. The Lord will not forsake. He will not thrust
you off. In fact far from thrusting you off He loves you with an everlasting love if so
be you are his. He will not forsake His people and will not, no indeed he cannot, desert
his people.

Rebellious Israel had reasons why they should be cast off. But the promise that the Lord
gives is that the t ord will not forsake. This glorious promise I want to bring to you because
if you are in Christ, if you know what it is to know salvation, then this promise is yours.

The Lord will not forsake. The promise comes through elsewhere in scripture and I just

want to refer you to a few other places where the promise comes. "The Lord thy God
is a merciful God. He will not forsake thee, Neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant
of thy fathers which He sware unto them." (Deut. 4:31)

See how this last promise was tied in with a covenant. That's why He will not forsake
His people. That's why He will not thrust them off, because they are His. "Be strong
and of a good courage. Fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the Lord thy God, He it is
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee nor forsake thee." (Deut. 3l:6)

49



50 The Gospel Magazine

Now these are the words of Moses as he speaks to the people, but he is repeating the
words of God. Again "The Lord He it is that doth go before thee; He will be with thee,
He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee" (Deut. 31:8)

You see, three times in Deuteronomy you get that promise.
In Psalm 94 we get it and then in the New Testament. It says this "He has said I will

never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. l3:5)
We need His presence and His aid and He will never forsake His people even though

we are unworthy of it. Solomon said this in the hearing of the people "The Lord our
God will be with us as he was with our fathers. Let him not forsake us or leave us."
(l Kings 8:57)

Solomon prayed that, he prayed in effect "Lord don't forsake us, we need your
presence." God has promised to be with His people, he will never forsake us. He will
be with us.

I told you just now that the word "forsake" is one of three words and the strongest
of them. The general word used in the Old Testament for forsake means to "relinquish",

a gentle word. Today we might use the word when we had one who was very dear to
us and perhaps for a year and a half had been in a coma and on a life support machine
and the time came when the doctors said, "look we can do nothing, there's the switch".
I don't know if you would ever find it scripturely right to do it but the turning off of that
switch would mean that the chance of keeping life going was being relinquished - letting
go. Now that's the gentle meaning of the word "forsake". With the word that we have
being the stronger we know the weaker is included. He will not thrust off, neither will
he relinquish His own.

THE PEOPLE ADDRESSED - "He will not forsake His people"
This great promise is not general to all, it is qualified, "the Lord will not forsake his

people". They are the people addressed, "His people". It is specifically addressed. It
is only for a particular, a qualiSing people, but for them the promise is true. Who then
are his people? To whom does this promise apply? While strictly in the context it will
be the people oflsrael; so in Deut. 7. "The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose
you because you were more in number than any people for you were the fewest of all
people but because the Lord loved you" (Deut. 7:7)

The Lord loved them. They were his people. He had chosen them. They are the ones
who are described as being "His people". however in a wider context it is clear that this
is true of his people in every age and generation. Let me refer you to Romans 2 "For

he is not a Jew which is one outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is outward
in the flesh. But he is a Jew which is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart
in the Spirit and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men, but of God. " (Rom. 2:28)

Now "His people" are called by many names in the scripture sometimes "His church"
or "His sheep". "His flock", "His elect" "the people of God", "His Body", "the

redeemed of the Lord", "the loved" . We have even the term "Zion" used of God's people
but they are all names indicating a united but limited group of people chosen of God and
called in covenant faithfulness. So we read "Who hath saved us and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace
which was given us in Jesus Christ before the world began." (2 Tim. l:9)

This choosing of God was before we were born. It was way back in eternity. We were
chosen in Christ and here we find this covenant relationship, His people. And again "The



The Gospel Magazine 5 l

foundation of God standeth sure having this seal. The Lord knoweth'them that are his'"

(2 Tim. 2:19)' 
tiyou are tire Lord's then the Lord "knoweth them that are His". You can't hide from

Godif you are his. you are his and He knows you and this promise is for you. The Lord

will noi forsake his people. Now we could go back in this chapter we have been looking

at and we could see *hut typ" of person tfiese people were. They are a pale reflection

ofthe church. In verse ZO ofine chapter it tells us that they are wicked people' "ye have

done all this wickedness". They ar-e a wicked people. What a merciful God we have'
..if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselvei and the truth is not in us" says John'

what a merciful God he is then. He could justly have given us over to our sin, to our

deserved deserts. We are a wicked people. But look in verse 23 of this chapter' They

are a prayed for people. "Moreovef a, ior me, God forbid that I should sin against the

Lord in clasing to priy for you" Samuel had never ceased praying for Israel. This prayer

of Samuel had-been for Israel, for the Lord's people. How we should be praying one for

another. How the Lord Jesus Christ prayed fbr Peter, "I have prayed for thee that thy

faith fail not' ' . Today in the glory out iotd Jetus Christ intercedes. Who for? "His people' ' '

in Ror.run, chapter 8 anO in ttrat glorious chapter you remember it tells us this. Verse

34,,h. is Chrisi that died, yea ratf,er that is riien again. Who is even at the right hand

of God who also maketh intercession for us"--Iiis 
amazing isn't it? Wicked though we are' Those who have sinned before God, yet

optft"r" in hea"ven in glory, there is onE who intercedes for his people. A prayed for people'

i'ou, if you are n Cnrist today, are a prayed for people. The Lord Jesus Christ who

redeemed you, intercedes for you. Then here in this passageJ we,see that they are a taught

people. In'verse 23 again "t witt teach you the good and the-right way" and aren't.the

p"opt. of God those who delight to gather under the sound of the gospel and don't they

!"iri* t" be taught rhe truths 
-or 

coJr To seek to grow in grace and the knowledge and

iove of him. Do6sn't God meet with them in His word, and bring this word home to their

hearts, teaching them new aspects ofthe truth day by day until they reach that time when

itrey siratt Ue rilttr him and know the truth in all its fullness. A taught people' We ar9

told here too that they are a blessed people. This wicked people are blessed people' look

in verse 24 it says .;consider trow greit things he hath done. fol ygu" Blessed are the

people of God. ij,phesians l:3 "WJare blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly

places in Christ. 
"

' 
W" huu" all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in C_h1is1. His people are addressed

here- The pro-ir" is for them.lhe beloved. The elect of God - His redeemed' "I have

loved you with an everlasting love" (Jer. 3l:3)

Remember the portion wheie God reminds us that he sees his people' It says this "Then

they that feared tire Lord spake often one to another and the Lord hearkened, and heard

it, and a book of remembiance was written before him for them that feared the Lord,

and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that

day when I make up my jewels;" (Mal. 3:16)

L"t *" refer you io loftn 17, to that high priestly pray:I which the Lord Jesus prayed

verse 6 ''I have manifested thy name unto-the men which Thou gavest me out of the world'

Thine they were and thou gavest them me"

So, theLord is speaking ibout u particular group ofpeople. Then verse 9, l0 "I pray

for them, I pray not for tf,e world but for them which thou hast given me. For they are

thine. All ,nirr� ur. thine, and thine are mine and I am glorified in them" and verse 20
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onward "Neither ptav I for these alone but for them also which shall believe on me throughtheir word. That they all may u" on" ur ir,ou Futrr". art in me ano in ln Thee. That theyalso may be one is us."
So there is this unity- 

-You can go on in those verses and see how the Lord Jesus speaksof these, his People. "r,trin3 
_He teeps on saying "thy p"opi";. ar" you one who knowsthis promise? Are you.his? 
f9 vgu_lr"rong io tir" t-ora resus christ/ can you say rhatyou are._born again of the Spirit of God? Iiso be, this promise is aJdressed to you. TheLord will not forsake His people. He will not thrust you off"u", unJ *n"n you go throughthe deep waters, when you gb through sorrows and distress: And when you go throughthose times which are of great difficulty for you and you do not know where to turn andperplexity seems to stare-you in the face, then remem-ber these words. The Lord will notthrust you off. The Lord will not forsaie you because you are fris.

THE REASON GMN - ..for His great Name,s sake.,, :.i
what does he mean by this? Letme gi-u. you an example. Lets go to Joshua 7:9. JoshuailPraYinE-and says this "For the canianites and all rhe inhabita;s of rhe land shall hearof it and shall environ us round, and cut off our name from the earth; and what wirt thoudo unto thy great name?"

. You see they had been.to Ai and they had been defeated. The Lord had promised thathe would never forsak. th."T but they have sinned. The Lord is not fbrsaking them buthe is teaching them something and now Joshua is saying .,toot< - we are becoming thelaughing stock in the face of ihe people. we have.been"aeteateo by that little village upthere on the hill". Heis-praying befbre God and he is saying tr,ut'uiirhe canaanites _all the unbelievers shall.hear of-it and shall gather arouni uia "ut off their name fromthe earth. "And what wilt thou do for thy grit name?,' you see he is saying somethingabout the great name - the^ great p"^on Jf the Lord. Now you see the reason is givenhere why the Lord will not foisake-His people, because they are his. He cannot, and willnot, forsake-his_people. They are dear to him, and if one oi them is forsaken then God,spromises' all of them, are-void. But you see his promise is that hswlll not forsake -never - ever forsake. Psalm 106:7 "our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt;they remembered not the.multitude of thy mercies; but p.*ot"i ili- at the sea, evenat the Red Sea. Nevertheless he saved them for his nurn",, sake,,.
You see they were 

{i:,.ft:v were in captivity. They were under burden and bondagebut He knew and he didn't forsake ttrem. Ana the reason He didnjt fbrsake them wasbeca-use they were His. He saved them for his name's sake. The reason that the Lord willnot forsake His people is that He is engaged in covenant love to save His people. He hasclearly revealed this. The language of s-ri-pture illustrates it. Th;;irg of our Lord JesusChrist confirms it and undergirds it and even the word before His uirtrr tetts us of thepurpose' "He shall be called Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins". Thecovenant people. He cannot forsake them. He cannot leav-e them. If one of tris peopte,just one of them is cast off, thrust off, forsaken: If one of them is lost; if one of themfails to come to chrisu then His. whole covenant, purpose and work is defeated. His purposesare broken. His omnipotence is thwarted. The name of Jehovah God is a sham. No; His
yo.r\ il l complete work That is why on the cross rhe Lord Jesus christ said ..It isfinished". H_is people will come. "etitrrat 

the Father giveth me shall come unto me,,.He will not forsake. He cannot because he is God. gJis a faithful and great God and
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for His great name's sake He will not forsake. On this basis His people can and do have

absolute trust in him.

TIIE PLEASURE INVOLVED - "It hath pleased the Lord"

I want you to grasp this word here. The pleasure involved. We shall never fully understand

how He could l6ve a sinner such as we, rebellious. Why, we could go out today and there

will be thoughts that will come into our mind that are most ungodly. There will be acts

that we shall do. There will be things we shall say that shall be unpleasing to Him and

yet He loves us. He will never forsike us. we who are filthy and vile and unclean and

unprofitable servants, transgressors and offenders. We cry out with John Kent the hymn

writer ..Why O Lord, suchlove to me". He has pleasure i1 ry\inS. 
you His people. Do

yoo r"-"-ber where these words occur elsewhere - "it hath pleased the Lord"? I

iourunt"" that most of you would go to Isaiah 53 and you would quote these words in

ierse 10 "Yet it pteasea the Lord-to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou

shalt make his soul an offering for sin"
It hath pleased the Lord. D6 you understand the implication of that? Do you really

undetstand, that this great eternai holy, omnipotent God has pleasure in sending His Son

to Calvary to suffer and die there in the sinner's place. He has pleasure in sending Christ

to die for the sinner. What mighty, incredible, majestic, sublime love' What glorious grace

- "it has pleased the Lord."

THE PURPOSE R-EVEALED - "to make you His people"

We have already looked at "His people". But to "make you" His people - oh this

is not a suddenly concocted idea, dependent upon the situation and the time. No, this is

not using affairi as they occur. This is the great eternal purpose of,God being brought

into vie;. "In whom alio we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according

tothepurposeof Himwhoworkethallthingsafterthecounselof hisownwill" (Eph' I:1l)

To i.make you His people". That is the purpose. There is arvork to be achieved or

being achiev"O. thut ii true of these rebellious Israelites here. There was a work to be

donel they had to be shown their sin, it had to be revealed to them that they were still

His and he still loved them and he says "I will never forsake you"' But He was making

them His people - there was a work going on in their lives and in their midst. This work

which we-would call the work of sanitifiiation. Being made into His likeness - that is

why we are called. When we are called to be his, that is not the end of it, there is still

*oik to be done. It is God who is at work within us to will and to do of his good pleasure.
.,He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world that (in order that) we should

be holy and without blame before Him in love" (Eph' 1:4)

Theie is a work which the Lord is achieving in making you His people' this then is

the Believer's Assurance. "The Lord will not forsake His people for His great name's

sake; because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people'"

"God never forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed."
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Ernes t  Roe  (1893 -1967 )

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to
say, His flesh; And having a high Priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,

and our bodies washed with pure water.,' Hebrews I0: 19_22.

' The Apostle is beautifully and fully describing in this Epistle the contrast between the
ceremonial services of the Levitical period and the gospel priesthood of the Lord Jesus
Christ. You will remember that the Jew was distincily p.oud of having the priesthood.
God did not communicate any such knowledge to any other nation as He aid tb the Jews.
Unto them were communicated the lively oracles of God. This gendered a pharisaical
pride with most of the Jews and because they had the priests, thiy had the sacrifice and
all the gorgeous ritual of the ceremonial law, then they would say, ..The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord are we," and everyone else are vigabonds, ragamuffins
and on their way to hell. That spirit was rampant in the days of thi Apostles.-They had
to encounter it wherever they went. The greatest opposition the Apostles met with was
not from the world, as such, but from the Jews who, unregenerate, resied in their traditional
views and ceremonies.

Now says Paul in this Epistle, "We have something better, far better, better than you
ever had. We have such an High Priest that you never did have. We have such an altar,
such a sacrifice, sacft remission of sins that you know nothing about. Your dispensation
was a shadow, was unreal - no substance in it. It was beautiful, as far as it went, but
it was a shadow of good things to come and the good things to come have come in the
Person and work of Jesus Christ. " Says the Apostle by the Holy Ghost in substance here,"You dealt with sin unreally; it never once was put away - no. The annual service of
the high priest on the Day of Atonement was all right, but it did nothing effectually. It
left the sinner just where he was with his sins upon his soul and his perion unjustified,
b\t we by the grace of God says the Apostle, we have now such an Algh priesi that we
have a right and a boldness to enter into heaven itself, and we can do so in the fullest
assurance of faith - no, doubt - nothing equivocal about it. God now in effect says the
Apostle is this Epistle, has put away the sins of His children by the sacrifice of Hii dear
Son oncefor all. And as to Him Who is our High Priest, remember that 'When God bringeth
His only Begotten Son into the world He saith'(Hebrews l;6) He never said that about
your priests, never. He could not; it would not have been true. He is the express image
of the Divine Father - the express reality of the Father because He and the Father aie
One and He hath by the sacrifice of Himself put away sin once for all."

That is the argument of the whole of this Epistle. Now, if we are enabled to put our
feet firm on that solid ground, the Lord help us to proceed to notice that we have ..a new
and living way." "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus by a new and living way." If there is one thing we do need to be more
effectually taught it is this, that the way into heaven itself is opin no* - we don't have
to wait until we come to die - but now whtle we are on earth it is open - there is no

{
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impediment in the way, whatever. The sinner as taught of the Holy Ghost will be slow
to believe this and I will tell you why, very briefly. Because, under the revealing power
of the Holy Ghost that person can see some-what of the majesty, justice and holiness of
God and he is terrified - very rightly so too. Similarly he can see somewhat of the awful
malignity and the demerit of his sins. What do I mean by the term "demerit?" I mean
what sin deserves, and sin deserves the wrath of God as a Judge, for the claims of His
holy throne and His just law are such that sin can never be committed with impunity by
the sinner - it must be dealt with. Let people say what they may about the love of God
- be it remembered that God loved His Own honour firsl. When will people realise that
elementary truth? He loved His Own honour and glory, and though He is more full of
love than I can tell you, I know that He just cannot and will not allow a sinner to go
unpunished or, failing that, his sins must be dealt with in the Person of the dear Redeemer,
where law and the justice and holiness of God alike were most honourably and effectively
dealt with. Now, I say, the sinner is slow to believe there is no impediment in the way
for him to go into heaven now while he is on earth. He looks on the one hand at the
righteousness and holiness of God and trembles like Moses did; he looks at his own heart
ploughed up by the Holy Ghost and he sees nothing but vileness. The child of God says,
"How can it be true that there is nothing to stop me from entering into the holiest of all
- heaven - now?" Well, it can be and it is so, and it is the glory of our Great High Priest
that it is so. It is not a question of you and I feeling this, though God knows we do want
to feel it more than we do, but that is not the point. The Gospel in its efficacy and sweetness
does not depend upon your feelings or mine. It depends upon the fact that it is so - it
must be - could not be otherwise. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood ofJesus. " That is the only thing that can do it, but that cqn do it.

The blood of Jesus has a merit in it that I cannot describe to you. It is sometimes said
that there is an infinity of merit in the blood of Jesus. I would not dispute it, but what
constitutes merit? You know we use terms we really do not understand at times, what
is merit? Supposing, now, I were able to keep the law in every one of its demands. There
would be no merit in that. How could there be? We have only done that which was our
duty to do, and there is no merit in doing our duty. Our Lord says, "Ye have only done
that which was your duty to do." (Luke 17: 10) So if I had kept the law of God from
my birth to the hour of my death it would not, it could not take me to heaven, and why
not? There is no merit in the matter. But when you step from self and look at the Lord
Jesus Christ in such a Scripture as this, "having boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus," here is merit, and why? For two reasons. First of all, look at the fact.
He did obey the law. Now what did He say? "Which of you convinceth Me of sin?"
(John 8:46). He throws down the challenge. None of them could charge Him; they could
not convince Him that it was so. "I have sinned" said Judas, "in that I have betrayed
the innocent blood." (Matthew 27:4) The Roman Centurion on guard with his soldiers
at the crucifixion said, "certainly this was a righteous Man" (Luke 23:47) and the universal
voice even of His enemies had to be that He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners. " Now, that purity of the life of the dear Redeemer is meritorious because
He was under no obligation to keep the law. He was under no obligation to come - there
was no duty involving upon Him to come here. Obviously it does not need any argument
- it is clear - He could have left us to perish every one in our sins and no dishonour
could be attributed unto Him, but, bless His holy Name, He was delighted to come. That
is the best of it. "Then said I, Lo I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me)
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to do Thy will O God." (Hebrews l0:7) "Thy will is within My heart. I will come and
honour it; I will come and obey it. I will come and pay the penalty of it. " But there was
no obligation upon Him to do this. This is merit with a witness. The second thing is, the
Person who did it. The Son of God. His Own Son. Oh! what a lovely theme. He had
but one Son and He gave Him and He came in all the dignity and regal splendour and
power of His Eternal Godhead veiling it, laying its worth aside (the display of it) in order
that He should come and humble Himself even unto death, even the death of the cross.
Do try and put the dignity, the regal majesty of the Eternal Son of God on the one hand
and the shame and ignominy of the cross that we deserve on the other and you have merit
beyond all words. "Through the blood of Jesus" we have boldness to enter into the holiest
of all now. The high priest on the Day of Atonement passed from the Court of the Gentiles,
went into the holy place, then into the most holy place where he was permitted to go and
that once a year and that with blood, and it was a real transition into the very holy place.
Similarly, says the Holy Ghost in my text, "We have boldness to enter into the holiest
of all," meaning heaven. That is what you do when God teaches you to pray. It is you
getting into heaven, into the holiest of all. "Oh!" but you say, "I don't feel it." That
is not the point. The point is the blood of Jesus remains the same. That is the basic fact
and God has declared that ir is so. You want to feel it now - of course you do, blessed
be God, but, whether I feel it or not is not the point. The point is, is there a way there
for a sinner? Yes, a real, solid way into the holiest of all.

When you pray do not get a wrong idea about your prayers, please. Your opinion of
your prayers and God's differ - a good thing they do. In the Holy Book we are told
that the prayers that the saints offer are according to the will of God, that's the point.
You only pray according to the will of God when you sigh and groan and no words are
in the business at all, because they are with sighs and groans inexpressible - can't utter
them. The Holy Ghost says so and "He maketh intercession for the saints according to
the will of God," (Romans 8:26) and you will hesitate to call yourself a saint, of course,
but that is what God calls His people notwithstanding, and "He maketh intercession for
the saints according to the will of God with groanings which cannot be uttered. " Remember
that, will you, the next time you cry to God with a real case, and you can't talk to Him.
Conscience smites you to begin with, the devil torments you on the other hand and your
brain gets so beclouded and so befogged that you really get distracted and youjust heave
a sigh before God. Do remember, that is entering into the holiest of all. You say, "I can't
think so. " Never mind whether you think so or not - it is so. We want to have freedom
in prayer, have power to wrestle with Him, argue with Him and get hold of His Word.
Sometimes we are enabled to do that like Jacob did but when we are not, that is the time
I am talking about. This is having access into heaven itself. It certainly emphasises the
beauty of it, "by the blood ofJesus," not by eloquent expressions, not by my quotation
of Scripture, not by my feelings in my heart much as I want to have them. It is not by
any of these things we enter into the holiest of all, but solely "by the blood of Jesus."
It takes a long while to learn it and even now we are only beginning to learn it.

Look at this new and living way for a brief moment. It does not mean that there has
been any other way. Of course not. Adam and Eve saw this right back in Genesis 3:15,
and of course Christ is spoken of as 'the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the
world.' The Old Testament people of God they had access to God the same way. They
had the shadows, the types, but the real Spirit-taught amongst them saw what the Holy
Ghost was pointing at. Jesus said, "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day; he saw
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it aird was glad," "and wis glad" - beautiful word. It means literally "he leaped for
joy." Enough to make a man leap for joy when a man is tied down with sin and guilt
and shame and confusion and he gets a glimpse of this new and living way, the blood
of Jesus. The dear man loses the whole of his misery and guilt and bondage and all creation
becomes new. Everything seems to clap its hands in this dear man's heart - blessed
experience! Here he stands at peace with heaven. Who can help but rejoice! Let them
contradict me that have not been there. Those that have been there know it is true and
wish they had more of it.

So it is not as if there were a fresh way into heaven. It always is the same way - here
is a beautiful representation of it. Let me read this to you regarding John in Revelation.
He is weeping because there was no one able to take the book and loose the seals - that
is the connection - and he had been told that there was the Lion of the Tribe of Juda.
"And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst
of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain." (Revelation 5:5). He expected to see
a Lion and he saw a Lamb. What a contrast! Both were agreeable to the nature of Jesus
Christ. He saw a L,amb as it had been slain - newly slain - as if there were blood dripping
from that lamb - such is the literal significance - "as it had been slain." Just let me
repeat it, "as if he had newly come from Calvary." Oh! what a beautiful teaching of the
Holy Ghost there! Here is continuing efficacy of the blood of the dear Redeemer. Can
it be possible that the redeeming blood of Christ shed two thousand years back will be
efficacious for His chosen people right down to the end of time? Carnal reason comes
up and it does not take long for the devil to question and say, "It cannot be - it is all
a myth." But oh! those beautiful words of the hymnwriter,

"Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power

Till all the ransom'd church of God . . lr
Be saved to sin no more." 'r!

It is a new and living way. It never gets old and it never needs repair.
Are there times in your soul when you can see something in this that you never saw

before? I cannot explain perhaps how you see it - may be through reading, through hearing,
it may be through thinking - it may be through somebody speaking; God can use anything
that He is pleased to do, but I know it is true that all at once you get such a glimmer
of fresh light on the Person and work of Christ you say, "I never saw that before in the
same way." It will occupy eternity and then the subject will never wear out and never
rust out, and you will never get tired of it. What a subject - Christ and His redeeming
work! What a blessing it is to have a little love to him while we are here!

Just let me dwell for a moment upon this new and living way which He has consecrated
- or made - for us through the veil, that is to say, his flesh. Now the veil in the tabernacle
and in the temple was made of blue, purple and scarlet of fine-twined linen. The Jewish
Rabbis tell us that it was made with thread six times doubled. The strength of it must
have been enormous and it required a tremendous piece of fabric. This veil divided the
Most Holy from the Holy and was symbolical of the flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ -

His sacred humanity. The heavenly colour - blue - He came from heaven. This is the
Son of Man which is in heaven, Who came from heaven. Purple - Biblical symbol of
suffering. Heavenly Man - suffering Man. Scarlet - the robe and dress of a King -

the Kingly Saviour. And I believe I am right when I say whenever you read of those three
colours in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers you find them in that order - blue, purple
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and scarlet. Here then is this sacred veil, the veil rent from the top to the bottom - not
His sacred flesh - but the veil that is the type, and why? Because christ had gone into
heaven by virtue of His Own blood. In other words, HL nas finished His pries"tly work
and here is an end to all the ceremonies. It is recorded by those who should know, at
least, that at the very moment that the dear Redeemer at Caivary (which was not far from
Jerusalem as you know) said "It is finished" and gave up the ghosi, that veil in the temple
was rent from the top to the bottom. Not from the bonom to the top. If it had been from
the bottom to the top someone would have said they did it, but fromihe top to the bottom,
showing that now there was no impediment in the way - an open door of access into
heaven itself for the sinner by the blood of Jesus.

Now just a word briefly in conclusion. "Let us draw nigh with a true heart in full
assurance of faith. " I have told you before, I think, that in my judgment there is a very
wrong idea about this full assurance of faith. I think that a gboa riany of God's livin!
people are under a misapprehension about this term. Do you know that if you were ti
pick up your New Testament in your hands and go through the places where you have
that term or its equivalent - the full assurance of faittr - it OoLt not refer to what is
generally supposed. There is such a thing as an assurance of faith that a person knows
by the power of the Holy Ghost that his sins are forgiven. The Church of Rbme says .no,
b ftrj, and a good reason for why - it brings money to their Mill to say .no.' But *"
say 'Yes.'our 

blessed Lord told the woman "Thy sins are forgiven." (Luke 7:4g) He
told the paralytic, "son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiveir thee," (Matthew 9:2)
And the Apostle Paul could say "who loved me and gave Himself for me. " (Galatians
2:20). He knew it and felt it. Oh! there is such a blessed thing but it is not that in this
text. This text covers something else. It refers to a fact first. "tn nrtt assurance of faith',
of God being satisfied with what the High Priest has done. You see the connection. paul
is talking_of rhe High Priest going into the Holiest of all by blood, and he applies that
to Jesus Christ. Now we are sure that is was so. The weakest child of God can say that
he has got the full assurance of faith in that. You would not move the weakest cirita ot
God taught of the Holy Ghost from that blessed principle that _"If ever my poor soul be saved'Tis Christ must be the way."
He has got the full assurance of faith in that.

_ The second thing it leads to in that connection is in full assurance of faith that our High
Priest is in heaven now - that He is there, "Having a High priest over the house of coo
let us draw near." we don't doubt it. you do noiaoubi, do you, that christ is there?
I am not asking you whether you have the personal assurance of you. own interest. I am
asking_you something more important than that. Sometimes we forget the most important
part. supposing I say "I am sure I am going to heaven." Supposing I am wrong when
the end comes - that can be. But supposing that I do not .ay I u*-.u." I am g6ing to
heaven when I die, but I say this, "I am sure that there is ablessed High priJst tiere
and I am sure He can, if He will, save my soul." That's the solid Rock. That little bov
in Scotland, Yeddie, he felt that and he enjoyed that. That dear lad - and his brain couli
not take in much - but _tarrght of the Holy Ghost he knew and could say and did say the
night before he died, "I have seen that bonnie face." Ah! yes, I think we have too in
the Gospels, yes we have. well, "in full assurance of faith" that God has accepted the
High Priest's work and that the High priest is there.

Lastly, "in full assurance of faith" that through that blood your sin and mine can be
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put away. Now that is a wonderful degree of faith to say that I believe that God can, if

i{e will, put away my sins. Don't you forget that we have a story in the Gospel about

that very point. A man came to Christ and he said, "If Thou wilt Thou canst make me

clean. lluke 5:12) That man had a solid faith to believe in the ability of Christ to save

and Christ soon showed him that He was willing. So He will and so He does save all

that have that same degree of faith even as to His ability'

I have sometimes thJught that if you were to think about this matter of assurance of

one's own personal interJst, you would find one of two things, either that it is a case of

your having a stronger faith to lay hokt of Jesus Christ in your heart, or it is a state of

*ira ptoliced by tlie Holy Ghost. Now which of the two I would not like to determine.

I have tried to think as hird as I can about it. I really am unable to say which it may

be. Well it may well be a blend of both. It may well be that the Holy Spirit works a growth

of faith in His child so that he is able to lay his hands by faith as the hymnwriter says -
"My faith would laY her hand

On that dear head of thine,
While like a Penitent I stand
And there confess mY sin'"

or it can be a state of mind produced by the grace of the Spirit alone so that He whispers
"It is all right; God has put away your sins - go in peace" - as He told David through

Nathan. Buf , be it as it miy, do remember this, that the personal assurance of our interest

is not an essentialiry to get to heaven. It is an essenialiry for our inward peace and enjoyment
- true - but the essentiality for heaven is to have a High Priest "Who has gone into

heaven" and that new and living way remains the same and will abide the same in its

efficacy till time shall be no more.

The Day of Atonement
W.J .  Pa rke r  (Co lwYn  BaY)

Leviticus 16, and Hebrews 9.

1. In the Jewish faith, the Day of Atonement is observed as the feast of Yom Kippur.

The synagogue service begins with the prayer Kol Nidrei, which means'all vows'. It

is u piuyei o-f repentance fo-r all the failures through the past year' It is realised that sinful

nlun "unnot keep his own vows, made as to God, or even those to his fellow men' All

men fall short oi the perfection needed to stand in the presence of .the holy God' They

ur" u"ry conscious of the Law of God in the Old Testament, which plainly declares,
"without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins"'

Their recourse is to the mercy of God, revealed by the prophets' Their hope is that

their repentance will be accepted by God in the place of the sacrifice they ought to offer'

In theii role as a scattered people they can do no other'
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II. Christians will marvel at the providential remov* of tne possibility of sacrifice
by Israel through their dispersion, during almost two thousand years. Linked with
the preservation of their national identity, tfr'rough this period, when Gentile kingdoms,
empires, and nationalities.have come and gone in succeision, their survival is paiallelej
only by that of the christian church.

_- Th" y9t of the High priest on the Day of Aronement is a rype of the work of Christ.
Heb. 10.12. "But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice ror sins forever, sat down
on the right hand of God;.From he-nceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool,
For by one offering he hath perfected for even them that are sanctifled."

The supreme purpose of God for man is fellowship, unhindered by sin. The onry way
to approach God is by sacrifice.
III. Why do we need Sacrifice?

i. Because of the character of God. He is Holy, and His holiness is described as .a
consuming fire'. He has no fellowship with whatever is unholy.

ii. Because mankind is in bondage to sin, from which we must find freedom before
approaching God. Practically we need freedom in three aspects:
A. Freedom in our daity walk.

_ This_has four aspects: Freedom from the Law ofSin and Death, because we are sinners.
Rom. 8.2' "The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has made me fiee from the
Law of sin and death. " Freedom from the dominion of the flesh. That is our inborn tendency
to commit sin. Gal. 5-16-18. "I say then, walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulf i l  the
lust of the flesh, For the flesh lusts against the Spirit so that you Ao not do the things
you would. But if you are led by the spirit you are not undei the law."

Freedom from our fears and infirmities. 2Tim.l .7. ..God has not given us a Spirit
of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."

Freedom from our insufficiency . 2 Cor.3.3-6. ..our sufficiency is of God; who also
has made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the lettei, but of the spirit: for
the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life."
B. Freedom in our Worship.

For this we need liberty of access to God. Eph.2.lg. ..Through Him (christ) we both
(Jews and Gentiles) have access by one Spirit to the Father." And*Heb. 10. 19. ..Therefore
brethren, having boldness to enter into the holiest, by the blood ofJesus, By a new and
living way which he has consecrated for us, throughthe veil, that is to say, tis flesh."
_ w9 aho need liberty of utterance in God's p.esence. This He also givei through the
Spirit (GaI.4.6.) "Because you are sons, God has sent the spirit of f, i , son into"your
hearts crying, Abba, Farher." Also (Rom. 8.26) "The Spirit helpeth our infirmities, for
we do not know whai we should pray for as we ought.'"
C. Freedom in our Spiritual Warfare.

The Holy Spirit makes us three gifts which ensure victory in our conflict. First He puts
us in the right position, through faith in the Saviour. we are empty vessels. Salvation
is wholly by the Grace of God in Christ. Filled with the Spirit, r" huu. Christ in our
hearts, g{ o,ur vicrory is His. (Eph. 6.10) "Be srrong in the Lord and in the power of
His. might. " Secondly He endues us with the right strenlth. (Eph. 3. 16- l7) , .Strengthened
with might through His Spirit in the inner man." Thirdly He furnishes us with tf,e right
weapon. (Eph. 6.17) "Take rhe sword of the Spirit which is the word of God." with
the Holy Scriptures we have the instruction, guidance, and all we need to ensure victory
in the spiritual conflict. commenting on Eph. 6. Bishop Handley Moule said, ..To stani
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is the keyword of the passage. Our position is not a march, nor arl assault, but a holding

of the fortress of the soul, and of the Church, for the heavenly Father." Evan Hopkins

wrote, "We do not have to dislodge the enemy. That has already been accomplished by

Christ. We begin by occupying the victorious position; and the enemies plan is to dislodge

us. As this viitorious position, secured by Christ is to be taken by faith, so it is to be

held by faith. This withstanding of the enemy by faith is, 'the good fight of faith."'

IV. How Does the Sacrifice of Christ meet our Need?
There are four main parts to the work of Christ as Saviour in Lev. 16, and Heb. 9.

i. The Sacrifice on the Brazen Altar.
This corresponds to, and foreshadows the death of Christ on the Cross of Calvary.

ii. The entrance of the High Priest through the Holy Place, to the Holiest of all, once

ayear, alone, and in his linengarments. This corresponds to Christ, risen from the dead,

entering into heaven in His manhood at the Ascension.
iii. The Sprinkling of the blood of sacrifice on and around the Mercy Seat. This

corresponds to Christ's present work in heaven. He intercedes for us, and represents us

before the Father. "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ

the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins." (l In.2.l-2)'

iv. The return of the High Priest after the ceremony. He changed his linen garments

for the special garments of giace and glory, the Crown and Mitre, the Robe, the Breastplate,

etc. In tirese he went to the tabernacle and pronounced the Aaronic blessing of God upon

His people, "The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: The Lord make his face to shine upon

thee, and be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give

thee peace."ltris all corresponds to the Second coming of Christ to judge the world,

to bring peace to His people the Church, and to establish the New Jerusalem in the new

heavens and the new earth.
Conclusion:

We need to enlarge certain aspects of the Day of Atonement:

1. The High Priest alone.
Our salvaiion is based on Christ's sacrifice alone. No one else can interfere. This is

a personal meeting of Christ and the believer. 'Once a year' signifies 'for all time'. The

sacrifice of Chrisi is not ever repeated, only remembered, as in the sacrament' We can

add nothing ourselves, only we receive the gift.

2. The Bullock and the Ram.
These and others were the daily offerings, pointing to the one true sacrifice of Christ,

through whom our daily service of God in life is accepted by Him; not for our merits,

but in virtue of His cross.
3. The Unique sacrifice of the two goats.

These showed two aspects of the one offering of Christ'

i. The first goat was taken to be offered to God. Aaron confessed all the sins of Israel

over its head, and then sacrificed it on the altar. He took and sprinkled its blood in the

Holy of Holies, first on the Mercy Seat, and then on the floor. This was to witness to

heaven and earth that atonement had been made for sin.

ii. The second goat was then taken. The sins oflsrael were again confessed over its head,

and then it was taken outside the camp of Israel and released in the wilderness, never

to be seen again. This illustrates the two sides of Christ's atonement, which was for

Expiation, utid for Cleansing. The wrath of God against sin is appeased, and His justice

is satisfied. Sins debt is paid in full. At the same time the guilt of sin is removed forever
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from sight and forgotten. As far as the east is from the west so far has he removed our
sins from us. "Sin shall not have dominion over you" (Rom. 6. 14.) christ died and rose
again. Sin or death can no longer hold Him or those who are in Him. ..Likewise, reckon
ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.,,
( R o m .  6 . 1  l . )

Salvation is a transaction leading to a transformation. The transaction was on the Cross;
the transformation is in the lives of Believers. The Spirit Who gives faith, gives also the
potential for victory in His power.

We see also in this interpretation that the Church of Christ is the true Israel of God.
That means that in the last days, the believing part of the Old Israel, will be openly grafted
into the Christian Church, and we shall be 'all-one in Christ Jesus' to welcome His return.

"We love Him because He ftrst loved us." I John 4,19.

There is no light in the planet but that which proceedeth from the sun and there is no
true love to Jesus in the heart but that which cometh from the Lord Jesus Himself. From
this overflowing fountain of the infinite love of God all our love to God must spring. This
must ever be a great and certain truth that we love Him for no other reason than bicause
He first loved us. Our love to Him is the fair offspring of His love to us. Cold admiration,
when studying the works of God, anyone may liaue-but the warmth of love can only be
kindled in the heart by God's Spirit. How great the wonder that such as we should ever
h_aveb_een brought to love Jesus at all! How marvellous that when we had rebelled against
Him He should, by a display of such amazinglove, seek to draw us back. Nol never slould
we have had a grain of love towards God unless it had been sown in us by the sweet seed
of His love to us. Love, then, has for its parent the love of God shed abroad in the heart,
but after it is thus divinely born it must be divinely nourished. Love is an exotic; it is
not a plant which will flourish naturally in human soil; it must be watered from above.
Love to Jesus is a flower of a delicate nature, and if it received no nourishment but that
which could be drawn from the rock of our hearts it would soon wither. As love comes
from heaven, so it must feed on heavenly bread. It cannot exist in the wilderness unless
it be fed by manna from on high. Love must feed on love. The very soul and life of our
love to God is His love to us.

"I love Thee, Lord, but with no love of mine,
For I have none to give;

I love Thee. Lord. but all the love is Thine,
For by Thy love I live.

I am as nothing and rejoice to be
Emptied and lost, and swallowed up in Thee.',

C.H. Spurgeon.



t ;
The Gospel Magazine

For Ever and Ever
D. C. Relf

PART II

Sir Winston Churchill said at the end of World War II "By God's mercy Britain
and America discovered the atom bomb before Germany." Statesmen of those days
were not afraid of mentioning the name of God! The dreadful possibilities for the
future makes us tremble as we ponder them. The Lord has said of the literal heavens
and earth they "shall pass away but MY WORD shall not pass away" (Matt.24.35.)
How thankful we are that all is in the Lord'$ hands and that He, and not any statesman
or politician, is in control so that "All must come and last and end, As shall please
our heavenly Friend". There will be NO MORE Death to the people of God (1 Cor.
15,5416.) (Rev.21.4.) The word "sea" in the Holy Scripture often is an emblem of
trouble. How thankful we are therefore that there will be NO MORE sea. (Rev.21.1)

While it is true that "our God is consuming fire" it is also true that through the merits
and the precious blood ofthe Lord Jesus Christ that "God is love" and can and does
manifest Himself to believers whom He calls His friends. His love is an
EVERLASTING love and "His care of those who trust his word, Will never never
end". Although the Lord created "everything beautiful in his time" (Eccles.3.11.)
sin has marred everything and as Reginald Heber says in his well known hymn "From

Greenland's icy mountains" speaking of the beautiful Creation" Though every prospect
pleases, And only man is vile"! Now as we may think upon all the evil things and
cruel persons in this sad world we are comforted, that although the works of the devil
are manifest on every hand, and sometimes we feel it in our own hearts, yet God
is in control and NOTHING can get beyond this gracious word "God is love", for
his love is EVERLASTING! It has been said of those wonderful words concerning
faith, hope and charity in first Corinthians 13.13. that when faith has received the
thing that faith believed and hope has received the things that hope hoped for, only
LOVE will remain. This can only be in Heaven but what a mercy the love of God
can never, never end.

The excellences of this love in the hearts of those who love Him are also shown
in the words of Hart's hymn "Love all defects supplies, Make great obstructions small,
'Tis prayer, 'Tis praise, 'Tis sacrifice, 'Tis holiness, 'Tis all". In another hymn he
says "Yet still we do all things in vain, Unless we do all things in love... Has God
a command to fulhl, Which nature untoward would shun? Love brings to compliance
the will, and causes the deed to be done? The Saviour's own words are plain "By

this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another"
(John.13.35.) The great charge against the Roman Catholic Church and all its terrible
persecutions up to recent years has been its hatred of those who truly love the Lord,
by calling them 'heretics' and much worse. Would that they or some of their leaders
or popes had been taught the substance of this verse by the Spirit's power but sadly
we fear "their eyes were blinded" as are all our eyes unless and until the Lord opens
them by His Spirit. All that fear God will have enemies of some sort, within and
sometimes without. Though it is good to have sufficient grace that the devil is disturbed
enough to attack us!
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In considering the love of our gracious God "for ever and ever" we think of those
majestic words "Yea, I have loved thee with an EVERLASTING love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer.31.3.) Have we been drawn to this gracious
Lord? Are we being drawn now? If so it is a precious truth that we love Him because
He first loved us" (l John.4.l9.) The Almighty, speaking through the propher Hosea
says "I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love" (Hos. 1 I .4.) Furthermore
the Saviour says, "No man can come to me except The Father which has sent me
draw him" (John.6.44) There is a gracious drawing then, with bands of love,
everlasting love. "I love them that love me and those that seek me early shall find
me" are gracious words. Do we love Him? can we say with peter "Lord, thou knowest
all things, thou knowest that I love thee"! william Gadsby once preached from the
short text "The everlasting Father" (Isa.9.6.) and commenced his sermon with these
words - "If He is an Everlasting Father, He must have an everlasting child. Children
are of the same nature as the Father; if the Father is Everlasting, so is the child; and,
by the help of the Lord, I will point out tonight what it is to be an everlasting child. "
(see Zion's Witness 1985 p 342).

True human love not a sickly sentimentality or lust which seems to monopolise the
word "love" in the worldly press today! is a wonderful thing and contributes much
to the happiness of a nation and all individuals in it. Sadly there are many evil influences
at.work in the media and elsewhere exploiting the baser passions of mankind and
bringing hatred and suspicion instead of love and affection. Happy, happy we if the
Lord has turned the natural hatred of our hearts to love-love to Him, to His people
and His ways. Then shall we know a little of the joy and rejoicing of the redeemed
and ransomed souls who can sing with the voice and understanding. "They shall sing
there", says the divinely-inspired prophet. Reader, will you sing there? Truly it ii
the love of God that constrains us!

When thinking of earthly love we must not forget that the Lord Jesus showed much
love when He was here on earth. we read of those wonderful words at the grave
of lazurus "Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, behold how He loved him" (John I l. j5l6).
He still loves all His people today and ever will, according to His gracious promises.
How thankful we should be for the truth of those words "Jesus christ, the same
yesterday, and today andfor ever" (Heb.13.8.) which reminds me of an event over
forty years ago. when I was cycling home from work in London over chelsea Bridge
and through Battersea I saw a large photograph in a hairdresser's window of a woman's
head of hair with the words "Yesterday" on it and at the other end of the window
another photograph with the words "Today" on it. I thought but you cannot go on
and say "For ever". For the rest of the journey to clapham I thought of those words"Jesus christ the same yesterday, and today and,for ever. " when I got to the special
Services the Lord's servant, the late Mr J.H. Gosden editor of the 'Gospel Standard'
preached from that very text! I do not remember the Sermon but it was a comfort
to me that the Lord had directed my meditation to the same word as His servant.
I remember the same servant of the Lord declaring on another occasion "God is
unabolishable" which is a soul-comforting truth and very relevant to our present theme.

Expressions of human love are many and various. For example where a husband
looks after a sick wife for many years, or vice versa or the sacrificial love between
a parent and child, or brother and sister. I remember one Sunday afternoon many
years ago visiting a large Mental Hospital and speaking to an old man who had come
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a long way, who told me, in reply to my question, that he was visiting his brother

who had been shell-shocked in the first World War. He said he had visited him every

Sunday for forty years. What an example of love and devotion! When I mentioned

that ali the sorrow and suffering was the result of sin he did not reply, neither agreeing

or denying, but the fact remains. There can be no doubt ofthe sad effects ofthe fall,

about us or within us. As Joseph Hart says "O thou hideous monster sin' what a curse

hast thou brought in; All creation groans through thee, Pregnant cause of misery".

What a wonderful thing it is to contemplate that the Lord Jesus Christ in His suffering

and death on the cross has conquered hell and sin for every one that believeth, fulfilling

the tremendous promises, beginning with Genesis 3,15. right through the Old

Testament and confirmed in the New.
The following example of the love of Christ being pre-eminent in a sinner's heart

was given in a letter many years ago, from an American missionary in Burma,

Adoniram Judson, to American women concerning a native girl - "A Karen woman

offered herself for baptism. After the usual examination I enquired whether she could

give up her ornaments for Christ. It was an unexpected blow. I explained the spirit

6f th"-gotp"l, and appealed to her consciousness of vanity. I then read to her the

apostle;s prohibition, I Timothy,2,9. She looked again and again at the handsome

nlcklace, and then, with an air of modest decision, that would adorn, beyond all

ornaments, any of my sisters whom I have the honour of addressing, she took it off,

saying "I love Christ more than this". How much do we love our best Beloved?"

As we have said human love is very wonderful but all must end one day! We realise

it is one thing to love our friends but the Lord has commanded us to love our enemies
..I say unto you, Love your enemies, Bless them that curse you, do good to them

that despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father

which is in heiven: (Matt.5.44.5) This is something too hard for human nature and

needs the Lord's gracious help or we cannot do it. The words of the children's hymn

comes to mind.

"He liveth long who liveth well,
All other life is short and vain;
He liveth longest who can tell,
Of living most for heavenlY gain.

He liveth long who liveth well,
All else is being flung awaY:
He liveth longest who can tell,
Of true things truly done each daY.

Sow truth if thou the truth would reap,
Who sows the false shall reap the vain;
O dread what gives thee cause to weep:
From hollow words and deeds refrain.

Sow love and taste its fruitage pure;
Sow peace and reap its harvest bright;
Sow sunbeams on the rock and moor,
And find a harvest home of light.
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This moral sowings well for earth,
But know that thou thro' grace must be
Born of a new and heavenly birth.
Thou sowest for ETERNITy".

In thinking of the everlasting love of our great and gracious God there is something
that the natural mind cannot comprehend - it is truly so vast and wonderful. The
lovely words of Joseph Swain which we sometimes iing touch upon it _

"But to sing the Rest remaining,
Mortal tongues far short must fall;
Heavenly tongues are EVER aiming
But they cannot tell it all,
Faith believes it Hope expects it,
But it overwhelms them all."

The Lord Jesus christ has said: "If any man love me, he will keep my words and
my Father will love him, and we will come unto Him, and make our abode with him."
(John 14.23). How comforting that this is part of the word of God which abideth"for ever and ever" Again the apostle faut Uy divine inspiration bursts out with
acclamation in the words of the prophet Isaiah .-.As it is wriiten, Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered in to the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unt6 us by His Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. " 1t cor.z.eltoj rrre
same truth is expressed by the psalmist; "oh ho* gieat is thy goodness, which thou
hast LAID UP for them that fear thee; which thoihast wrougit for them that trust
in thee before the sons of men!" (ps.3l.l9) As sin is the carise of all the woe it is
comforting to know that the Lord has brought in EVERLASTING Righteousness
for ever and ever (Isa.5l.8) The same truthJappear earlier in the propf,ecy where
it is declared "Israel shall be saved in the L;;d with an everlasiinf salvation."
(Isa.45.17) We are told on the highest authority that those that "sleep in Jesus will
God bring with Him" when "the Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God and the dead in christ shall
rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air and so shall for BvBn be*with the Lord"
(l rhes.4.16/17) Thus fulfilling the dear saviour's own gracious words which are
extremely comforting to the believer "I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and reieive ybu unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also" (John 14.213) It is all for love! In the words of philip
Doddridge "Grace (love) first inscribed my name, In God's eternal book; .Twas grace
that gave me to the Lamb. Who all my sorrows took".

. 
-Then 

there is the question ofthe eternal security ofthe saints ..for ever and ever.,,"They_ shall NEVER perish" rhe Saviour said of His sheep, His loved ones of all
ages, down to the end of time. They shall be preserved for ever and ever. Indeed
it is part of the inheritan€e prepared for those-that love Him - it is ..incorruptible
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you who are kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation" (l peter 1.4/5) This confirms the
words ofthe prophet "lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath;
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for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment,
and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner; but my salvation shall be FOR
EVER, and my righteousness shall not be abolished" (Isa.5l.6) It is noticeable that
when the Lord Jesus spoke to the religious leaders of the day in the parable of the
Shepherd and the sheep He did not say "because you do not believe you are not of
My sheep" but "Ye believe not because ye arc not of my sheep" (John.10.2618)
May the Lord put that cry into each of our hearts. "Lord I believe, help thou my
unbelief '. It is also noteworthy and extremely comforting in these sad, subtle and
dangerous days, spiritually, that no priest, cardinal, or pope or anyone else can separate
us from the love of Christ. "They shall NEVER perish"is a soul-comforting truth
which is part of the Word of God. No separation from the love of God means of course
that the true believer will enjoy that love FOR EVER AND EVER. "The bride eyes
not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom's face, I will not gaze at glory, But on
my King of grace. Not at the crown He giveth, but on His pierced hand. The Lamb
is all the glory of Immanuel's Land". Everlasting love will include a lot of other
everlasting things such as everlasting kindness, everlastingjoy, everlasting consolation
to name a few and that remarkable Psalm (136) with the refrain "his mercy endureth
for ever" in every verse. They all imply safety and true happiness for ever and ever.
What must it be to be there? To take one example given by the prophet Isaiah by
divine inspiration "In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with
EVERLASTING kindness will I have mercy on thee, said the LORD thy Redeemer"
(Isa.54.8). O may the Lord give us grace to lay hold upon this and other precious
promises and to meditate thereon for the present joy and rejoicing of our souls. Alas,
too often we allow the things of earth to take a much too important place in our lives
hence we find we have been robbed ofjoy and blessedness by the enemy ofour souls.
As Matthew Henry warns "Inordinate care or trouble about many things in this world
is a common fault among Christ's disciples. If they fret for no just cause, it is just
with Him to order them something to fret at". I think of the words of the American
poet John Godfrey Saxe (1816-1887) which are only too true, at least that is how
I feel of myself;

"Too late we mourn our wasted hours, neglected gifts perverted powers. Affections
warm, of heavenly birth, lavished, alas! on toys of earth. How far estranged O
Lord, from thee! Miserere Domine! (Pity us Lord)
Our Father, ever blessed Name! To thee we bring our sin and shame; Weak though
we be, perverse of will, Thou art our gracious Father still. Who knowest well
how frail we be. Miserere Domine!"

Tears come to my eyes as I write these poignant words. Kind friends have said they
have been helped at times and often it would have been impossible to have done any
more in the day but my prevailing feeling is that there has been a waste of precious
time and that ''Nothing but leaves" (Mark I I. 13) will be said at the last. Truly "the

good is the enemy of the best". Not for nothing did the Lord say to Martha "Thou

art careful and troubled about many things but ONE THING is needful" (Luke
lo.4u2).

In my youth I have sung, "All for Jesus", and meant it, but there has been so much
of self. It is a comfort that the l-ord has said to His people, those that love Him, "From

ME is thy fruit found". (Hos.l4.8). May it be so and we shall sing, as we do, with
William Gadsby "O that my soul could love and praise Him more, His beauties trace
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his majesty adore; Live near his heart, upon his bosom lean; obey his voice and all
his will esteem". we also read of "the everlnstlng covenant" (Heb.13.20) and of"eternal glory" Q Pet.5.lO) and solemnly of "everlasting fire" and everlasting
burnings". Also "When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty

: angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when
he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all that believe" (2
Thes.1.7/10). Ifthere are any reading these words that do not love the Lord Jesus
may I affectionally put the question to them in the words of the prophet "How wilt
thou do in the swelling of Jordan"? (Jer.l2.5) without Him? If He has made us feel
our need let us ask Him for His salvation, for He has said: "Ask and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you" (Luke ll.9)

The same truths of eternal love and eternal security are implied in the divinely-
inspired words in the epistle to the Romans that NOTHING can separate us from the
love ofGod. Paul declared "For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life. nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creafure, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in christ Jesus, our Lord". (Rom.8.38/9). That death will separare rhe
unbeliever is plain from the Word of God but it is not so easy to see that life will
separate one who seems to be a believer. How solemn. we can see how solemnly
possible this is by considering the words of the Lord Jesus especially regarding the
thorny ground hearer "The care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke

, the word, and he becometh unfruitful" (Mat.13.22). How easy for these many cares,
lawful though they are, to rob us of our joys, as we have said.
"Ye did run well, who did hinder you?" (Ga1.5.7) said rhe Apostle.

The same truth comes out in the well-known hvmn of Henrv Twells
"At even ere the sun was set"
"O Saviour Christ. our woes dispel; For some are sick and some are sad,
And some have never loved rhee well; And some have lost the love they had.

And some are pressed with worldly care; And some are tried with sinful doubt:
And some such grievous passions tear, That only Thou canst cast them out.

And some have found the world in vain, Yet from the world they break not free;
And some have friends who give them pain, Yet have not sought a Friend in Thee

And none, O Lord, have perfect rest, for none are wholly free from sin;
And they who fain would serve thee best; Are conscious most of wrong within".

These words, written in 1868, strike a chord in our hearts as do the words of Mrs.
C.F. Alexander in the following verse "Jesus calls us from the worship, of the vain
world's golden store; From each idol that would keep us, Saying "Christian, love
Me more" ! May we also be helped to heed the exhortation of the Lord Jesus ''Seek

ye first the kingdom ofGod and his righteousness and all these things shall be added
unto you" (Mat.6.33). We also do well to consider the words of the Lord Jesus"Remember Lot's wife" (Luke 18.32). What do we remember about her? That she
looked back! Many a young believer (and older one) that once was full of promise
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in the heavenly race, has looked back! None of us is guiltless and shame and confusion
of face belongs to us. J.C. Ryle writing of Lot's wife speaks of the children of religious
families, married people, young women, communicants, Ministers and others and
gives solemn examples of how we may look back, also pointing out that the Lord
Jesus spoke so solemnly of hell and everlasting punishment. Speaking of Lot's wife
he says "She seemed at one time in the road to safety, but then the lowest and deepest
thoughts of her heart were for the world. The immense danger of worldliness is the
grand lesson which the Lord Jesus means us to learn. Oh, that we may all have an
eye to see and a heart to understand!" (Holiness p.105) O how we can see a danger
to ourselves. "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall".

VII,May it be our comfort that "though our outward man perish, yet the inward man
is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things are not seen; for the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor.4.16118) and to
seek the Lord's gracious preparation to stand before His face and for that assurance
that "the eternal God is (our) refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deut.
33.27). Then all will be well indeed "for ever and ever". It was all for love's sake
in the highest sense. l.ove which has been so well expressed in the following anonymous
hymn;

"What is love? My soul would answer, Nought deserves the endearing name
But the God of love the Saviour. Whose dear heart's a constant flame.

View him prostrate in the garden, Wet his locks with dews of night,
Grappling with the powers of darkness, Sweating blood, amazing sight!

Hear his groans, till He, expiring, cries triumphant "It is done";
Bearing all the wrathful anger, which was due to us alone.

What is love? My soul would echo with the saints in heaven above,
Who, through Jesus, gone to glory, Sing in concert; "This is love"

(Gadsby's  Sel . l l l8)

If we have any hope for eternity, for ever and ever, if we have any hope in Christ,
let us praise Him. I think of the wonderful divinely-inspired words "O that there were
such a heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always,
that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!" (Deut.5.29). "I

know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever" (Eccles. 3.14).
It was love, eternal love, that inspired the whole plan of Salvation in the mind and

purpose of the Eternal Three, the glorious and holy Trinity, and it was love in the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, our ever-blessed Saviour, that caused Him to come
down to this sin-cursed earth to live, suffer and die and also to rise again and ascend
into heaven where he now waits with expectancy for His bride, the Church, until all
the members of that mystical body, the true Church of God, are gathered into their
heavenly Home to be with their Lord for ever and ever.
Mav we be there!

I
I
I
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The Roundwood Trust
The work of the Trust began in 1980 when Margaret and John Gudgeon felt persuaded

to visit Eastern Europe to learn at first hand the situation of the Christians there and to
take a quantity of Bibles. Although they did not have any names or addresses of contacts
in the Countries visited, (Hungary and Czechoslovakia), in a remarkable way the Lord
brought them into contact with people and opened doors, at a time when it was not so
easy for Christians to have connections with people in the West.

As each subsequent visit was made, friends and Churches began to give financial support
for the brethren with the result that it was decided in 1986 to set up the 'Roundwood Trust'
to provide a simple and efficient means of stewarding gifts passed to us for the benefit
of our brethren in Eastern Europe. The Trust is a registered charity for Inland Revenue
purposes and has now received full charitable status from the Charity Commissioners.

All donations for our work are used exclusively to benefit believers in Eastern Europe.
All travel expenses, are met personally.

In recent times the Trust has become increasingly involved in arranging for good Christian
literature, (which is sorely needed in Eastern Europe), to be translated, printed and sent
into these Countries. At present there are two titles in the Russian Language, more titles
are to be added soon and others are to be translated into the Romanian Language.

Medical supplies are continually being taken into Romania and help is also being given
towards the cost of extending and enlarging several Churches there. In addition some
young men are being sponsored to have theological training in this Country.

Thankfully, during the past year the Trust has been joined by two friends: Malcolm
Carvel, who has taken on the responsibility of the financial matters; and Christopher Buss,
who himself has already made several trips to Hungary and Romainia.

The Trust gratefully acknowledges the Lord's goodness over the years and the wonderful
support of so many generous and praying friends.

Readers who would like to know more about the work should write to:
The Roundwood Trust, 24 Roundwood Lane, Harpenden, Herts AL5 3BZ.

BOOK REVIEWS

'Jonah' A Study In Compassion. O. Palmer Robertson. The Banner of Truth Trust.
Pp64. fl.50.

A former O.T. Scholar, now a Pastor in Washington D.C. area, writes a brief five
chapters on Jonah, and God's message to us through that prophet. God is full of compassion
to-day, and we are God's Jonahs! There is great need for short, terse, forceful, expositions
like this one, which are both sound in doctrine and deep in spiritual application.

The art cover picture is 'Jonah before Nineveh', the colourful window by A. V. Linge,
in Christ Church, Oxford.

w.J.P.
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Truth, unchanged, unchanging. D. M. Lloyd Jones. Evangelical Press of wales.

Pp128. L2.50.
This is a reprint of the third edition of Dr Lloyd Jones' very well known, and influential

book. It is an ''apologetic" for the message of the Gospel, in a day when it is necessary

to show the relevance of Ctr.irt to the rising generations - a reason for the faith that is in us.

Covered are such questions as What iJ man?, What is wrong with man?, What is the

Gospel?, and Is the Gospel relevant to-day?.
The book is most suitable for thinking people, young or old, who seek to understand

why we see a great increase in human knowledge, yet increasing^wrongs' and injustices

in every branciof society. Christ is the answer, and this testimony from a leading physician

is assured of a wide welcome once again. 
W.J.p.

Three Booklets by The Banner of Truth Trust'

1. Is there an Answer? Roger Ellsworth. Pp28' 75p'

A Pastor from Illinois unr*"-r, human problems. What is Man?; Why Evil?; Where

is wisdom?; Shall Man live again?; How to get our hearts right, etc. very good for seekers

after truth.

2. The Authentic Gospel. Jeffrey Wilson' Pp2l' 75p'

A pastor from Missouri p^robes the difference between true and counterfeit christianity,

and stresses the need foi knowing Christ as both Saviour and Lord.

3. Seeing Jesus. Peter Barnes. Pp14. 50p'

A pastor from New South Wales states the Bible teaching against pictures, or images

of the deity, or of the Lord Jesus christ; and shows the difference between spiritual

experience"and reliance on visual symbols, ritual etc. Very good indeed and much needed

in these days.
Each of these booklets has an attractive art colour cover'

w.J.P.

The Life and Works of Robert Watts. Dr R. E. L. Rodgers' Christian Focus

Publications, Ross-shire. PP32.
This brief biography of a Prisbyterian stalwart in the early battle against liberal theology'

an Ulster-Scot-Amirican, from irinceton, a Professor in Belfast, active in Scotland, will

interest all who are conversant with the defence of the historic faith of the Church' It was

"o.p"s"a as a Lecture to the Presbyterian Historical Society of lreland' 
W.J.p.

Divine Guidance. How May I know God's will? pp19. B.A. Ramsbottom' This

attractive booklet on Guidance, illustrated by a colour photograph of west Stonedale, N'

Yorks. is written for young people. It states-God's promises, points out common pitfalls,

and gives Bible teaching on how to recogn-ise the right pathway' -
It is one of a series 

"by 
Gospel Standaro Trust Publications, 7 Brackendale Grove,

Harpenden, Herts. AL5 3EL 
W.J.p.
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Charles Grandison Finney. l7g2 - lg71.
Keith J. Hardman. Evangelical press, Darlington. pp 521. fg.gs. Dr Hardman is
Professor of Philosophy & Religion in Ursinus college, pen.; c.G. Finney was a preacher
of wide influence, both in America, and also in Engla'nd, where he preached in Whitefields
Tabernacle and elsewhere. He had great personal charisma, and has been called the greatest
evangelist of the nineteenth century.

In America however he attacked thl Westminster Confession, left the presbyterian Church
for Congregationalism, and.became the Principal of oberlin iollege, where he introduced
his own ideas on human ability, the freedom bf the will, God's m-oial government of the
world, and sanctification, which to him meant perfectionism.

There was. as Hardman says. a question as to whether Finney was suitable for the office
ofgincipal, owing to his lack of basic theological training.

However he was a great Gospel preacher in thi American]and the Arminian style, and
some of his published works are still known.

This book is a very valuable record of a formative period of American religious history,
and its lively style makes attractive reading.

w.J.P.

Jesus - Power without Measure. J. D. MacMillan. Evangelical press of Wales.
Pp 160. f2.95.

Douglas MacMillan was Professor of Church History in the Free Church of Scotland
College, Fdinburgh. It is a worthy successor to his earlier .The Lord our shepherd', and
takes us into the deep mysteries of the revealed Word.

He traces the work of the Holy Spirit in the earthly life of the Lord Jesus from birth
to the Ascension. From this we gain ever so many insights helpful to christian life and
understanding. Examples a19_in th9 meaning given to the doctrine of the Trinity, the self
understanding of Jesus, and His self-offering on the cross. We learn also how to interpret
the N.T. records with attention to detail, *hich is a mark of true study.

An important chapter is on the Baptism of Jesus. It exemplifies the working of the Trinity,
and.shows the meaning of Baptism for the Saviour and also for believers. "Where does
the believer stand before God? His standings is always in christ, and his standing goes
back beyond regeneration, and conversion, back beybnd calvary; back beyond r6rian,
back into eternity and the love that looked upon him 'before the creation of the world'
(Eph. 1.4). we are certainly in the Mediator-Sonship approved at Jordan . . . we have
much reason to be humble. .It was not for tlimsetr,'uut for us that he was baptized
with the sinners baptism."

This book is to be much commended.

w . J .  P .


