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Editorial
We frequently hear pmple remarking about the rapid passage of time. It is not for nothing

thatthe Apostle Paul urges us to "redeem the time" (Eph. 5:16)

How precious time is! The brevity of life and the vastness of eternity are two themes
which are prominent in the Bible. Man is not only mortal but shortlived. His life is like
a transient dream; it is like grass which flourishes in the morning but is withered by the
evening.

How easily time is lost! Wealth may be lost, but there is always the possibility of its
recovery. Health, too, though lost, may be restored. But when time is lost it is gone for
ever. Queen Elizabeth I, when dying, is reputed to have said "a world of money for an
inch of time" - but that was a transaction incapable of fulfilment.

We are therefore urged to "redeem the time". The word 'redeer4' carries the thought
of a price to be paid; it is something to be sought after. We need therefore to sort out
our priorities. The Lord Jesus Christ said "seek ye first the kingdom of God". How
important it is that we put first things first. We need, furthermore, to apportion our time
aright, to have a correct balance.

Then there is the thought that what happens in time has lasting effect. It has been said
that "what we weave in time, we wear in eternity". We should look on everything in
the light of eternity and value nothing any more what we will then. lrt our prayer be
"teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom" (Psalm 9O:12)
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"The Shepherd afid Bishop
of Your soulstt

A Sermon by the Editor
"!or ye were &s sheep going astrayl but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop
of your souls." I Peter 2:25.

One of the most beautiful relationships that our Lord Jesus Christ is pleased to bear
toward His people is that of Shepherd and, as Peter speaks of Him, "the Bishop of your
souls. " You remember how our Lord in one of his far-reaching claims said, "I am the
Good Shepherd; the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep," and how He spoke
among many of His beautiful parables the one concerning the shepherd who had lost one
of the sheep and how he put the ninety and nine in the fold and went after the one that
was lost. What a beautiful picture that is of our Lord Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd
of the sheep! Let us look at the concluding verses of this 2nd chapter, vs. 2l-25. you
see what an inspired picture it is of the Great Shepherd of the sheep.

I want you to notice with me five things concerning christ as Shepherd, and we read
in v.2l of the Suffering Shepherd "For even hereunto were ye called; because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps." He is
essentially the Suffering Shepherd and the Bible has a good deal to say abour rhe sacrifice
of Christ both in the Old Testament as well as the New. We need to remember that the
Old Testament sacrifices were very meaningful; they pointed forward to our Lord Jesus
Christ the perfect Sacrifice Who in the fulness of time offered the one sacrifice for sin
for ever. Those sacrifices are so vividly portrayed in the Old Testamenl- For instance,
in the 22nd Psalm and it was written all those centuries before, but ir mighr have been
written after the event. Look how it begins (and this was the cry of our l.-ord upon the
cross) "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" It goes on in rerse 6 "I am
a wonn and no man, a reproach of men and despised of the people. I nra) rell all My
bones, they look and stare upon Me, they part My garments among rl:.ry1 arld cast lots
on My vesture." And you remember that stirring verse in the Bmk ,.. ..' Lamentations
where we read (Lam. l:12) "Is it nothing to you, all ye thar pas. Bch,, and see
if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow, which is done unto !le, r'ncrewith the L.ord
hath afflicted Me in the day of His fierce anger?", His sufferi-1. q-1 r.:.ented so vividly
in the Old Testament. But if we would know the intensitv l - *e must know
Who it was that suffered there, and here it is in v.2l olour: --. "lt was Christ"
says Peter "Who suffered for us" none other than the Etc'rnal S.rn of God. As Paul said
to the Philippians "Who humbled Himself and made Hin..'!f oi rp reputation, took upon
Himself the form of a Servant, and was made in the l;. ..rf men; And being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became ottrlrent unto death, even the death
of the cross. ' ' Philippians 2: 7 & 8. who can estimate 'L .' . .. r-' :ings of the Good Shepherd?
Look at His physical sufferings, the tough handling , . - - - - ..'d at the hands of the mob
and of the soldiers. the beating and the nails, the crou n of thorns. But think of the mental
sufferings, think of the indignity that was heaped upon Him in that trial that was a nnckery
of justice, in the putting on of the purple robe, of tlr jibes that they hurled ar Hirn. "If
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Thou be the Son of God corne down from the cross and we will believe Thee." But the
physical and mental sufferings were nothing compared with the spiritual because we read
in the Scripture, "He was made sin for us." He was forsaken of God. How greatly He
suffered on our behalf and in our place, and surely Mrs. Alexander is right when she
taught us to sing,

Ji "We may not know, we cannot tell,
What pains He had to bear,
But we believe it was for us,
He hung and suffered there."

:,' i+

At first the thought of Christ's suffering was a thought that was utterly repulsive to Peter,
it was a stumbling block, it was a mystery to him, and when our Lord first broached the
subject Peter could only say, "Lord, be it far from Thee; this shall never be unto Thee.
But, as life progressed it became an exceedingly precious truth to the Apostle Peter and
it is interesting to note that in the five chapters that comprise this First Epistle there is
no reference to our Lord's ministry and miracles with which Peter was so familiar, but
there are no less than eight explicit references to His sufferings and death. So that is my
first thought, the suffering Shepherd.

But notice inv.22 it speaks of the sinless Shepherd, "Who did no sin neither was guile
found in His mouth. " There was only One sinless Person throughout all the many centuries
of time and that person was our Lord Jesus Christ. In that great chapter Isaiah 53 we
read, (v.6) "All we like sheep have gone astray; we haye turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." And Paul was inspired to say,
"All have sinned and come short of the glory of god." Only Christ was sinless. When
Mary was told the glad news that she was to be the mother of the Saviour, the human
mother if the Messiah, she said, "How shall these things be?" and the angel said, "The

Holy Ghost shall come upon thee" (and notice) "that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God." Luke 1:35. And when you turnto the Epistle to
the Hebrews you hnd there the writer fairly piling up the words to bring out the sinlessness
of Christ, "Holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners" says the writer of the
great New Testament Epistle. "He did no sin. " On one occasion at least He challenged
His enemies to find out any flaw, any defect they had seen in Him, "Which of you" He
says, "convinceth me of sin?" And every mouth remained closed. On another occasion
our Lord said that Satan could find no point of entry into Him. "The prince of this world
cometh and f,rndeth nothing in Me." And when you come to the end of our Lord's earthly
ministry and life you will find the evidences piled up again. For instance,'Pilate was utterly
convinced of the sinlessness of the Man who stood at his bar and said, "Behold I bring
Him out to you and declare that I f,rnd no fault in Him." And Pilate's wife sent a very
strange message into the court of judgment and she said to her husband "Have nothing
to do with this just Man for I have suffered many things in a dream this day because of
Him?" Or, what about the penitent thiefl You remember how he remonstrated with his
partner in crime and said, "We indeed justly suffer because of our misdeeds, but this
Man hath done nothing amiss. " The Centurion who had to preside at the crucifixion said
when he had seen it all and heard it all, "Surely this was a Righteous Man." And Peter
says here, "Who did no sin neither was guile found in His mouth. " There was no duplicity.
His life was exposed in perfect truthfulness and candour, and when we stand in the presence

*J
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of Christ do we not have'to say with Peter, "Depart from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful
man."

He was the suffering Shepherd; He is the sinless shepherd, and notice v.23 He is The
submissive Shepherd, "Who when He was reviled, reviled not again, when He suffered
He threatened not. But committed himself to Him that judgeth righteously." The submissive
Shepherd.

Though He was mocked and threatened and provoked He made no answer, He did not
try to justify Himself. But this was not the silence of stubbornness or of weakness. It was
the silence of humble and willing submission to God. "He was reviled" says Peter; He
was charged with irreverence and sacrilegious speech and they said, "This Man
blasphemeth." On another occasion they said of Christ. "He hath a devil," and yet on
another occasion they charged Him with being in league with Satan, but "He answered
them not a word." "He reviled not again." He remained quiet, and unembittered,
committed Himself in happy confidence to God Who judgeth righteously. Yes, He was
submissive. This thought is so clearly brought out in the New Testament. In the Garden,
when Peter put up a show of strength and wielded his sword, our Lord said to Him "Do

you not think I could call on My Father and He would immediately give me more than
12 legions of angels?" One word would have banished them all, but He was submissive.
Listen to the Evangelical prophet of the Old Testament, "He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet He opened not His mouth". Why? Because He came with the express purpose of dying.
"He came into the world" we read, "to save sinners" and nothing must hinder that.

So we go on to notice fourthly in this passage He is The substitutionarl' Shepherd
v.24 "Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree" the Substitutionary
Shepherd. And this must be one of the most wonderful verses in the Bible underline it
in your Bible or, if not, store it up in your minds, "Who His own Self bare our sins in
His own body on the tree." It tells us that He took our place on the cross and bore the
punishment that was due to us. The suffering that He bore was unquestionably the penalty
due to sin, and He bore suffering in its extreme form on the cross betbre the eyes of men
and under the curse of heaven because the Old Testament says, "Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree. " But get this firmly in our minds He did not suffer because He deserved
to suffer. Peter says "He did no sin" and as one who lived in the cklsest contact with
Christ Peter testified that He never failed in word or deed. But this is the thought we need
to get hold of that He is the Substitutionary Shepherd and, unless we get hold of this grand
truth that Christ died for us, then the cross is the saddest and the most depressing page
of history. If One so good and pure and noble and compassionate as Christ ended on the
cross and there were no more to it than that, then we are of all men to be pitied. but,
"It was for us" says Peter, "He bare our din." This is the master key to the story of
the crucifixion. Let me remind you again of Isaiah's moring chapter "He was wounded
for our transgressions He was bruised for our iniquities" and Paul was inspired to say
"He was delivered for our offences and He *'as raised again for our justification. " The
Lord Jesus Himself said "The Good Shepherd gireth His life for the sheep." Or listen
to Peter again, "Christ once suffered for sins. the just for the unjust that He might bring
us to God." And the old Gospel Hymn says:-

"Bearing shame and scoffing rude.
In my place condemned He stood,
Sealed my pardon with His blood,
Halleluiah What a Saviour!" t d ,
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And so the sinless Saviour took the guilty sinner's place. Notice again, v.21, "Christ

also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps." But we
must know Him as Saviour before He can be our Pattern, our Example.

So I come to the last of my five thoughts concerning the Shepherd of the sheep. He
is the Suffering Shepherd; He is the Sinless Shepherd; He is the Submissive Shepherd;
He is the Substitutionary Shepherd; and verse 25 tells us that He is:-

The seeking shepherd. "For ye were as sheep going astray but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." The Seeking Shepherd. What a moving verse
that is! "Ye were as sheep going astray." He is spoken of as the Shepherd who seeks
out His flock in the dark and stormy day. You ask any farmer and they will tell you that
no sheep ever returned of its own accord. He just wanders on and on, and loses all sense
of direction, and so the farmer must go and seek him out. And this is the reason why
Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. He came very much on a seeking
mission and again in Isaiah 53 "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to his own way and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." Come
back again to the parable referred to earlier of the shepherd leaving the ninety and nine
in the fold and going out into the wilderness to seek the one that was lost, and how moving
did the Lord describe the action of the shepherd! He went out after that which was lost
and when he had found it He lays it on his shoulder and called together his friends and
said "Rejoice with me for I have found that which was lost." And are we not told that
"There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. " Yes,
He is the Seeking Shepherd. Have you been found of Him? Have you been brought into
a personal knowledge of and relationship to Him? Today is the day of grace, is it not?
Ask Him to seek you, to find you, to bring you to his fold.

What a moving passage it is, then, that Peter sets before us concerning the Lord Jesus,
the Great Shepherd of the Sheep.

May all of you be found of Him and may He bless us, each one, and cause us to go
on in His way and to live to His glory and be an example to others, for His Name's sake,
Amen.

a : ' M.H.

"In all the Scriptures . . ." Luke 24:27
What an exposition it must have been as the Master Expositor opened up the Scriptures

that day on the Emmaus Road! From Genesis to Malachi we can find "Himself". He
was prophesied at the beginning as the Seed of the woman, later as the Star of Jacob,
further on as a rod out ofthe Stem ofJesse, and at the end as the Sun ofrighteousness!
He is the Key of Holy Writ to unlock its secrets. He is the Answer to settle its questions,
the Light to illumine our darkness and the Treasure rich and rare.

- J. Boyd Nicholson
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For Younger Readers
Car ine Mackenzie

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Are you learning a foreign language in school? Perhaps French or German or Spanish?
The new language sounds very strange to our ears at first. We cannot understand very
much. If we actually go to the foreign country and hear the local people speaking to their
friends it is very hard to follow. The signs are all in a different language, the money is
different, the shops are different. It is very easy to make a mistake. when we were in
Frankfurt, twice we mis-read the signs on the public transport system and ended up on
the wrong platform of the sub-way. So we missed the train. one lady I met had made
an appointment for what the Germans call "halb zehn" which translates literally "half

ten". She thought that meant half past ten and arrived in plenff of time for her appointment."You are too late," she was told, "you should have been here almost an hour ago."
"Half ten" to a German means half an hour before ten.

What confusion is caused by not knowing the language
The Bible tells us that in the beginning the whole earth had one language. The people

then decided to build a great city in the land of Shinar with a huge tower that would reach
up to heaven. Their plans were proud and self-centred. They did not take God into account
at all. But God intervened. God had a different purpose. No longer were thev atl speaking
the same language. They could not understand each other. They could nor *ork together.
Their rebellious plans were halted and the people scattered in different directions. This
tower was given the name 'Tower of Babel'. From this word we get the word 'babble'
- a confusion of noise.

This confusion of language was a punishment for man's pride. h is still causing us
problems.

God's power and grace overcame this problem at the beginning of the New Tesrament
church. The apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit and preached to the gathered crowds
in Jerusalem. The congregation came from all over the world and spoke many different
languages. Each one heard the Gospel message in his o*'n language and was able to
understand. In this miraculous way the good news of Jesus Chrisr was spread around the
world. The confusion was overcome.

Some people today have made it their life's work to live with a small group of people
in a remote area where the Bible is not already wrinen in the local language. They live
from day to day with the tribe, learn the language, write it down, teach the natives to
read. Translation work takes many long hard years but *'har a rewarding work to give
a whole tribe the Word of God in their own language.

Christian people who come from different countries may not be able to understand each
others language much, but they have a close bmd in the Gospel. We once had Dutch people
in our home who had very little English. We had even less Dutch. We had a very pleasant
evening of conversation by pointing out !o each other, verses in the Bible. We were reading
in English; they were reading the sarne verse in Dutch. The Bible was our interpreter.

How good to remember that God understands any language. Any one can prr' to him
and know for sure that he understands.
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1 ': PUZZLE ',, 
:

1. what language did Hezekiah's men want Rabshakeh to use as he argued with them?
(Isaiah 36.11) :

2. What language did Rabshakeh use? (lsaiah 36.13)

3. The children of mixed marriages in Nehemiah's time, could not speak the Jewisli
language. What did they speak? (Nehemiah 13.24.)

4 . W h a t d e c l a r e s G o d ' s g l o r y i n a n y l a n g u a g e ? ( P s a l m l 9 . 1 - 3 . ) � � �

5. What alerted the bystanders to the fact that Peter was from Galilee and a friend of Jesus?
(Matthew 26.73.)

6. A man should not preach in a strange language unless there is someone to do what?
(l Corinthians 14.28.)

7. What language did Daniel learn in Babylon at the order of king Nebuch adnezzar? (Daniel
r .4)

8. What will people confess one day in every language? (Philippians 2.11.)

Epistle to the Colossians (5)
Kenneth Ashworth

Christ in you...ye in him

When Saul of Tarsus encountered the Living Christ on the Damascus Road and
surrendered himself to Him in the words "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?", there
began for him a new life. For the rest of his earthly life he was to live with and for the
Lord Jesus "to me to live is Christ", "Christ liveth in me". Writing to the Colossians
he urged them to live this same life, and he gave them three guidelines to that life for
which the Lord Jesus was all sufficient. They were - look up to Jesus; live with Jesus
live for Jesus. These guidelines are just as relevant and vital for the Christian life today
as in that first century AD - and I ask you to ponder upon them with me.
Look up to Jesus. Jesus is the triumphant ascended Lord, seated in Heaven at the right
hand of God. Throughout the Epistle, Paul emphasises that the pre-eminent Lord is in
supreme command - and the source of all life. therefore he urges "seek those things
which are above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Set your affections on things
above...for your life is hid with Christ in God". Yes - we belong to Heaven, there is
our citizenship and we must daily look up to our triumphant t ord - look up to Him in
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praise, adoration and thanksgiving; look-up to Him that He may filI our minds with "what

is true, honest, just, pdre, lovely and of good report". Philippians 4:8. Only so can our

minds be daily renewed, and how essential this is in these days every Christian knows.

We must look up to Him in faith to receive from Him the Heavenly realities, the Heavenly

treasures - peace, love, joy, purity, contentment. And we look up to Him in sure hope

of that in eternity with Him "that where I am, there ye may be also", John 14:3 The

Jesus life is a life essentially focused upon Heaven. "Be heavenly minded", says the

Apostle.
Live with Jezus. Yet the Christian lives upon earth, and is involved in the life of this

world even as a sojourner. "Ye shall be witnesses unto Me", said Jesus. He calls upon

us to live His life and so the Apostle says 'as you have received Christ Jesus - by faith

as Saviour - so walk ye in Him' (2:6). This is to live with Him, in His presence day

by day, and this means to live holily for He is holy.
He forthrightly told the Colossians and us what such a daily companionship involves.

It means a daily, deliberate discarding of all that is alien to His holiness - all that is impure,

foul, dishonest, self,tsh, unkind, malicious (3:5-9) and the putting on of kindness, humility,

meekness, patience, forgiveness, purity, love (3: l0- 16). All this in the power of His Holy

Spirit. I like sometimes to adapt our lovely general thanksgiving in the Prayer Book for

personal use that 'I may show forth my gratitude not only with my lips but in my life

by walking with Jesus this day the way of holiness and service'.
Living for Jesus. For the life of holiness must also be the life of service. We must

not, welannot live unto ourselves so the Apostle exhorts "whatsoever ye do in word

or deed (and thought), do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus" (3:17). Whatsoever we do
- at work, at home, in public, in private, is to be done in the Name, the Spirit of Jesus.

This means we must constantly look at Him in the Gospel that He might be our Example

in all things. Bible reading and study are essential. During recent months the industrial

life of ouriountry has been marred by unrest, strikes, go slows. I have often asked myself

the question: "where are the Christian workers?" I know it is easy to look out and judge

from the quietness of retirement in rural Norfolk. I know too that the question "to strike

or not to strike" is one with many sides and must perturb many a Christian- Even so -

can Christians, acting in the Name of Christ, pursue a course of action which deliberately

hurts others - the old, the helpless, the young? In the Name of Christ can rrcn be motivated

by sheer materialism and selfishness? Today the militant communist, the atheist, the
.humanist 

are vociferous and active. Are Christians to be silent and in-active? Many young

people openly claim that Christianity has no meaning for them. that thdy have no use for

the Church or religion.
Over the centuries the call comes from the prison in Rome to Christians young and old

to look up to the Lord Jesus in expectancy, to live with Him day by day in simple faith,

to serve Him and our fellow men in love and selflessness. kt Christians today unashamedly

proclaim the Lord Jesus as the One great Reality in this materialistic age - the one answer

to life's problems, the One Hope for hopeless sinners.

On such love, my soul, still Ponder,
Love so great, so rich, so free;
fuy, w'hile lost in holY wonder,

"Why, O Inrd, such love to me?" - Kent
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ChFist in all the SctiptrfhEs
F. J.  Harr is

(Mr Harris is Pastor of Uxbridge Road, Tabernacle, London)

"And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the sciptures
the things concerning Himself. . all things must be fulfitled which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me. " Luke 24:27
and 44 :

These verses clearly teach us that the Lord Jesus Christ is the great subject of all the
scriptures, both Old and New Testaments. The scriptures were not only derived from the
inspiration of His Spirit, but they are full of His person, character, sufferings and glory.
Every part of scripture has some relation to Him, hence His direction to the Jews, "search

the scriptures, for . . . they which testify of Me" John 5:39.
We may not at present be able to trace the connection between every part of scripture

and Christ (we would not have related the exodus to Him if we had not riad Ir4an. 2: 14- t5)
but one day we shall see clearly and it may be part ofthe blessedness ofheaven to explore
to the full the glory of Christ as revealed in the word of God. We may think of this revelation
in six different parts of scripture:

a) The historical part: He is the substance of this. In Adam (who is the figure of Him
that was to come, Rom. 5: 14) we see Christ'as the Head and representative of His people.
In Noah we see Him as the restorer of a new world: in Isaac as a victim laid upon the
altar: in Joseph as a sufferer and a saviour; in Moses as a lawgiver: in Aaron as a high
priest: in Joshua as a leader and commander: in David as the Shepherd King: in solomon
as the prince of peace: in Jonah as buried and rising from the grave.
b) The ceremonial part: Of this also He is the substance. God commanded that the
Tabernacle be made according to the pattern shown to Moses in the mount, Ex. 25:9 and
z1O. The heavenly pattern had to be exactly reproduced not only for its own sake but because
of its meaning and message as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. The whole of the ceremonial
law is described as "a shadow of good things to come" Heb. 10: I - " . . but the body
is of Christ" Col. 2:17. So the brazen altar typifies His great atoning work and the laver
His cleansing power. The table of shewbread, the golden candlestick and the altar of incense,
speak of Christ the bread of life, the light of the world and the great intercessor. The
veil (rent when Christ died) tells of access into the holiest of all and the bloodstained mercy
seat above the ark, where God met the high priest, proclaims the glorious reconciliation
effected by our Lord.

He is the reality of which the whole sacrificial system was but a shadow. Every offering
and sacrifice portrayed Him. Every shedding of blood pointed to calvary's cross.

c) The Prophetic part: Here He is all in all. "To Him give all the prophets witness"
Acts 10:43. The prophecies concerning Christ are too numerous to mention more than
a few: born of the seed of a woman (cf. Gen. 3:15 and Gal.4:4) born of a virgin (Isa.
7:14 and Matt. li23): of the seed of Abraham (Gen. 13: 15 and Gal. 3: 16): of the tribe

45

, l

,'

i
I

!



46 The Gospel Magazine

of Judah(Gen.49:l0andHebrewsT:14): houseof David (Jer.23:5 andMatt. 1:1): born
at Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 and Matt. 2:l): Immanuel - God with us (Isa. 7:14 and Matt.
1:23): preceded by a forerunner (Isa. 40:3 and Matt. 3:3): betrayed (Psa. 4l:9 and Matt.
26:15): forsaken (Zech. l3:.7 and Mark 14:50): silent before accusers (Isa. 53:7 and Matt.
27:12-14): wounded, mocked, spat on, pierced, crucified (Isa. 53:5, Psa.22:7f ,Isa. 50:6,
Psa. 22:16, Acts 2 : 3 1) : ascended (Psa. 68 : I 8 and Acts I :9): seated in heaven (Psa. I l0: I
and Hebrews l:3)

d) The Promises: Many of the prophecies quoted above are also glorious promises to
those who are in Christ. Every Old Testament promise hnds its highest fulfilment in Him
for "all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him amen, unto the glory of God
by us"  2 Cor.  l :20.

e) The practical part: To be a Christian is to live, not to ourselves, but to Him Who
died for us, and rose again. Our desire is to be conformed to His image, to glorify Him
by good works of which His example is the rule, His love the motive and His Spirit the
source of enabling power. Prayer is to be offered in His Name, gifts given in the light
of His supreme self-giving, forgiveness and kindness practised in the light of what we
have ourselves received for His dear sake, love shown because Christ has loved us and
given Himself for us an offering and sacrifice to God.

f) The doctrinal part: What is the great mystery of godliness? "God was manifest in
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on
in the world, received up into glory" I Tim. 3:16. Every gospel doctrine leads to Him.
Our election was in Him before the foundation of the world. If we are justified, it is on
account of His righteousness; if we are sanctified, it is by His Spirit; if the glory of God
is seen, it is in the face of Jesus Christ; providence is all power given unto Him in heaven
and in earth; our final gathering to glory will be when He comes again. The whole of
Christianity is called, "the truth as it is in Jesus".

Should we not "let the word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom"? Col. 3: 16.
Remove Him from the Bible and it would be like removing the sun from the world or
the soul from the body. Look for Christ everywhere in scripture. Do you not long to see
Him and recognise His word as you read, saying "It is the voice of my beloved".

Spurgeon once said of a devout Bible commentator, "Sometimes he sees Christ where
Christ is not to be seen, but it is a good fault." Perhaps on that occasion it was Spurgeon
who was at fault!
Dear reader, see your Saviour everywhere. Open your Bibles and read of Creation and
remember that all things were made by Him. Turn to the next book and see Christ our
passover. Do not grow weary in reading the numerous regulations in kviticus - remember
all point to Him. Have Christ in your heart as you read the Old Testament and rejoice
to see Him more clearly in the New.

"Divine instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near
Teach me to love Thy sacred word

.,1. and view my Saviour here".

'  : i  : ; , : i i .
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:f,'"r'�*lo* The Titles of a Christiarf**'
W. J. PARKER (Colwyn Bay)

V. Soldiers of Christ

2 Ttm. 2.3. 'A good soldier of Jesus Christ.'

I. The Position He Occupies.
A Victorious position won for him by Jesus Christ, and occupied by faith.
An Old Illustration: Spanish authorities in Santiago arrested an English sailor, on charge

of aiding rebellion. He was tried, condemned and led out to be shot. British and American
consuls ran out with Union Jack and Stars & Stripes and wrapped the three in them. The
Spaniards shipped the sailor out of the country. Gurnal said: 'The soul that puts on the
armour of God is a Christ enclosed man.' (Eph. 6.14-11.)

II. The Foe He Encounters. : '

I Pet. 5.8. 'Your adversary the devil'
Eph. 6.12. 'Spiritual wickedness in high places'
James 4.7. 'Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.'
The real warfare is a spiritual battle. Not primarily political, social, or economic.

III. The armour to be worn. ,l
Romans 13.14. 'Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.'
Paul lived with Roman soldiers; we live with police - very similar. they wear a helmet,

a bullet proofvest, riot shield, heavy shoes, and belt with truncheon. In Eph. 6 Paul says
christian armour is similar. Cf Jerem. 23.29.'Is not my word like a hammer?'

i. The belt of truth is to hold the armour together, and hold the sword. Truth - we are
to be sincere - 'Truth in the inner man' (Ps. 51.6.). Truth is also the Gospel, to be received
and digested.

ii. The breastplate of righteousness, is to protect the vital parts from €urows. Righteousness
- a sanctified life (Rom. 8.29.), the outworking of justification. It is all through grace
by faith.

In Bunyan's Pilgrims Progress, Christian is armed in the House Beautiful with a
breastplate, but no defence on his back. Never retreat, always face the foe!

iii. Feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace. Roman strong boots were to
outmarch the enemy.

We are at peace with both God and men, as christians; self control has a place in spiritual
warfare.

iv. The shield of faith. Greek soldiers had small round shields; but Roman soldiers had
a large body-sized shield with a link to form them into a wall of defence. Faith is our
defence against depression, fear and the fiery darts of the evil one.
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v. The Helmet of salvation. Roman Helmets were of leather and bmss to give protection
against either sword or axe blows.

The assurance of salvation protects our head from doubting - doubts concerning our
salvation; doubts concerning God's promises.

vi. The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.
The Holy Spirit inspired the writers to wrire as they did (2 Pet. 1 .21 .). Example: Christ

in temptation quoted Scripture and Satan fled. (Matt. 4.4.).
We need to know the Word to quote it.
The Word penetrates. Heb 4.16. It pierces soul and spirit and thoughts. 

. 
,

IV. The Royal Signals.
Eph. 6.18. 'Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.'A two way

link is needed in all military activity, for orders and information. God speaks to us through
His Word; we speak to Him in Prayer. Spiritual warfare must be conducted in 'the

atmosphere of prayer.'

V. The Results to Be Expected. Christian Abilityl : - 2

Eph. 6.11. 'Able to stand against the wiles of the devil. '
6.16. 'Able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked.'
6.13. 'Able to withstand in the evil day.'
Bishop Handley Moule wrote: 'To stand is the keyword of the passage. Our position is
not a march, nor an assault, but a holding ofthe fortress ofthe soul, and ofthe church,
for the heavenly Father.'

Jottings from a Pilgrim's Notebook
John 11 w.17-27.

The revelation of eternal life

Here I see the difference between Martha and Mary. when they heard that Jesus had
arrived in Bethany - Martha went out to meet Him while Mary remained quietly at home.
Martha still found it Ciff,rcult to sit still! With the arrival of Jesus, something must happen.
See how her faith seemed to be restricted by doubt. "If thou hadst been here, my brother
would not have died but I know that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God
will give it Thee". She believed that he could raise her brother from the dead, yet she
questioned. When Jesus said "Thy brother shall rise again", she thought only of the
resurrection at the last day. Jesus said "I am the resurrection and the tife - believest
thou this?" She failed to understand, but declared her belief that He was the Messiah,
the Son of God. She failed'to grasp the fact that because Jesus was the Resurrection and

t
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the Life, all who believe would live on, even when the body dies. They can never be
separated from Him.

This is eternal life; not just a hope of heaven hereafter, but fellowship with the Father
as with the Lord Jesus now, and it cannot be broken by death. Jesus will be present when
death comes to the body to conduct the believer into heaven, to continue the fellowship -

there in a fuller perfect manner. May God give me the grace to so live in fellowship with
himself today, that He may be seen in all I do. Amen.

A.V.Mc.C., 1 1

. :

PHILIP WHARTON. 1613-1696.
Francis CoxonF.:

Philip, the fourth Lord Wharton was born on 18th April, 1613, son of Thomas Wharton
of Easby, Yorkshire, was grandson of the third Lord Wharton. His father died on 17 April,
1622. Accotding to the biographer of his son. "Life of Thomas, Marquis Wharton, 1715" ,
the subject of this sketch, "Wharton was in his younger days one of the handsomest men
and the greatest beau of his times ". addicted to the pleasures of dancing, and the vanities
of the world.

YET, "There is a period known to God 
'ii

, When all his sheep, redeemed by blood,' 
Shull leave the haieful ways of sin.

- Turn to the fold. and enter in.

The appointed time rolls on apace,

;.., Not to propose but call by grace;
rr:' 

To change'the heart, renewlhe will, r-l '"1

And turn the feet to Zion's hill." 
' :r:i ''' :

r i i ' { r d "  i i : ,  ,  ; ' l r j e John Kent 1766-1847.
i ,

The gracious lady, Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, speaking of that passage of scripture,
"Not many mighty, not tnany noble are called, " she was wont to say, "I bless God that
it does not say, 'not any."' I Cor. 1.26.

I. PURITAN SENTIMENTS. and CORRESPONDENCE
CROIVIWELL.

OLIVER

The volume by Thomas Carlyle: "Oliver Cromwell's Letters and Speeches with
Elucidations," 1898, 'three volumes in one,' "from which we quote as follows, written
by Oliver Cromwell.

',!t ;

,:.:
WITH

I
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Letter LXVII. Addressed to Lord Wharton. .-i". -.,,.'ff* *i*.rq7{t

I trust to have, through the goodness of our God, time and opportunity to speak of it
to you face to face. When we think of our God, what are we! Oh, His mercy to the whole
society of saints, - despised, jeered saints! Let them mock on. would we that we were
all saints! the best of us are, God knows, poor weak saints; - yet saints; if not sheep,
yet lambs; and must be fed. We have daily bread, and shall have it, in spite of all enemies.
There's enough in our Father's house, and He dispenseth it. I think, though these outward
mercies, as we call them, Faith, Patience, Love, Hope are exercised and perfected, - yea,
Christ formed, and grows to a perfect man within us. I know not well how to distinguish;
the difference is only in the subject, not in the object; to a worldly man they are outward,
to a saint Christian; - but I dispute not.

LETTER CLXXXI. 27th August, 1651, preceding the Battle of Worcester, which was
the scene of the defeat of Charles I. Addressed to Lord Wharton.

Now again you have opportunity to associate with His people in His work; and to manifest
your willingness, and desire to serve the [.ord against His and His people's enemies. Would
you be blessed out of Zion, and see the good of His people, and rejoice with His inheritance,
- I advise you all in the bowels of love, Let it appear you offer yourselves willingly so
in His work! Wherein to be accepted, is more from the Lord than the world can give
or hath. I am persuaded it needs you not, - save as your Lord and Master needed the
Ass's Colt, to declare your submission to, and owning yourself the Lord's and His people's!

In spite of some difference of opinion, Oliver Cromwell and Lord Wharton continued
on excellent terms, and in 1652 a match between Henry Cromwell, and one of Wharton's
daughters was discussed. "Dictionary of National Biography."

II. MEMBER OF THE WESTI\,IINSTER ASSEMBLY. 1643. .T
The list of names contained in the ordinance by which the Assembly $as called; amoirhted

to 151 in all, namely, ten Lords and twenty Commoners, as lay assessors; and one hundred
and twenty-one Divines; Philip, Lord Wharton, being one of the Lords. "History of the
Westminster Assembly," 1843, W.M. Hetherington. Thomas Case, 1598-1682, one of
the constellation of the Westminster Assembly, also set up the "Morning Exercise," being
sennons by ministers of the city of London, which were published in six volumes. Thomas
Case, in volume V., writing "The Epistle Dedicatory," includes the name of Philip, Lord
Wharton, in the list to whom dedicated.

III. LIYED THROUGHOUT THE DYNASTY OF STUART KINGS.
Lord Wharton survived through the dynasty of the Stuart kings, during which period

he had also witnessed the tyrannical, Romanising designs of William Laud, Archbishop
of Canterbury. However, happily he lived to be a Privy Councillor to William of Orange,
who landed at Torbay on November 5th., 1688, exactly a century after the Spanish Armada,
and on the anniversary of the Papal Gunpowder Plot. William had his banner inscribed,
"The Libeties of England and the Protestant Religion I will maintain;" and similarly
with Oliver Cromwell, he was prepared to be as good as his word. No dissimulation, no
compromise! History therefore declares the truth and wisdom of the terminology of the
Billof RightsandActof Settlement, that, ' ' . .....whereas ithathbeenfowdbyexperience
that it is inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this Protestant Kingdom to be governed
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by a Popish Prince of by an! King or Queen marrying a Papisti.-3very person who is
or shall be reconciled to, or shall marry a Papist, shall be for ever incapable to inherit,
possess, or enjoy the Crown or Government of this Realm and lreland; and in every such
case the people of these Realms shall be and are hereby released of their allegiance."
1689. "We have heard with our ears. O God. our fathers have told us. Wat work thou
didst in their days, in the times of old. '' Psalm 44. l-2. ''wilt thou not revive us again;
that thy people may rejoice in thee?" Psalm 85.6. "O Lord, revive thy work in the
midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy. "

Habakkuk 3.2.
In view of the alarming advance of Popery-cum-Paganism-cum-Priestcraft: coupled with

the quagmire of Arminianism in professing christian ministries in this concluding decade
of the twentieth century, we would reiterate, and give utterance to the "prayer of Moses
the man of God: " - "Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory unto their
children." Psalm 90. 16.

IV. DEATH AND BEQTJEST.
Philip, Lord Wharton died on the 4th February 1696, and was interred at Woburn. By

a Deed made in l662,he settled some of his lands near Healaugh, Yorkshire, upon trustees
for 1,050 bibles, and as many catechisms were to be given yearly in certain towns and
villages in the four counties in which his estates lay - Buckingham, York, Westmorland,
and Cumberland - to children who had learned by heart seven specified Psalms, l, 15,
25,  37,  l0 l ,  n3,  145.

Editor's Note. *  * , " : . . ; l

One of my treasured possessions is my Mother's bible. It was presented to her in 1917
under the terms of Lord Wharton's will and signed by the then vicar of the parish.

An enquiry to the Charity Commissioners revealed the fact that the Trust is still in being.
Its objects as stated by the Charity Commissioners are:

"The purchase and distribution of Bibles and other religious books. The income is
equally divided between the Nonconformist Trustees and the Church on England
Trustees who at present distribute them amongst their respective Sunday Schools. "

M.H.

! , 1 :

None can believe how powerful prayer is, and what it is able to effect, but those who
have learned it by experience.

It is a great maffer when in extreme need to take hold on prayer. I know whenever I
have prayed earnestly that I have been amply heard, and have obtained more than I prayed
for. God indeed sometimes delaved. but at last He came.

-.Martin Luther
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The Finished Work
lsa A Buckley

Isaiah 53: 3.
He is despised and rejected of men: a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief: and

we hid as it were our faces from Him: He is despised and we esteemed Him not. ,,

"Man of Sorrows!" wondrous name.
For the Son of God, who came,
Ruined sinners to reclaim!
HALLELUJAH! what a Saviour!

Isaiah 50: 6.
I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid

not My face from shame and spitting.

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood:
HALLELUJAH! what a Saviour!

Isaiah 53: 5. i
But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the

chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. '

Guilty, vile, and helpless we:
Spotless Lamb of God was He:

. "Full atonement" - can it be?
: HALLELUJAH! what a Saviour!

John 3:l&15.
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted

up: that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have eternal life

John 12:32.
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.

Hebrews 9:24.
For Christ is - entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of

God for us.

"Lifted up" was He to die,
"It is finished!" was His cry:
Now in heaven exalted high:
HALLELUJAH! what a Saviour!

a
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Ilebrews 9:28.
So Christ was ONCE offered to bear the sins of many: and unto them that look for

Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

Revelation 22220. 
i

He which testifieth these things saith, SURELY I coME euIcKLy, Amen. Even so,
come Lord Jesus.

When He comes, our glorious King, 
i

-t'

All His ransomed home to bring, .i
Then anew this song we'll sing:
HALLELUJAH! what a Saviour!

j

As we remember again the Empty cross and the Empty Tomb, may we rejoice in our
Risen Lord, looking for that Blessed Hope, the glorious appearing of our Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

THE LORD IS RISEN! THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED!

53

t {.:.:

Substitution
A Sermon 

.r,u.,:
by the la te Mr.  Ernest  Roe

"But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace wc$ upon Him; and with His stipes we are healed. " Isaiah 53, 5.

"That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of god," declares
Jesus, and what the majority of men abominate - namely, the atoning aspect of christ's
death, His vicarious sufferings, and resurrection as the basis of the justification of a sinner
before God - God most highly approves. Man's estimate of Christ's work at best is poor,
yea, it is sinful: "We did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflibted," as an utter
impostor, but God's value of christ's work is beyond expression. May our thoughts and
feelings of Christ's work be in harmony with Jehovah's! The Father sees salvation for
an elect world in the sufferings of Christ, and that, too, on the principle of substitution.
If this principle is not seen in the text, it is not to be seen anywhere in Scripture - but
it is seen here. Speaker and hearer alike need the Spirit's teaching to understand this
principle, the importance of which is great, seeing it is the only principle by which we
can hope to stand before God acceptable.

Substitution does not belong to the Law but to the Gospel, not to Moses but to Christ.
The law of Moses does not know anything of putting one person in the place of another
by which a debt can be paid, its penalty removed, its curse swallowed up. The one tone
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of the law is, "Do or die. " To all under its power its stern aid justlanguage is, 'SS"

and live - disobey and die." There, in the law, the holiness, the inflexible justice of
God, His spotless righteousness stand, every whit as they stood when first proclaimed
from Sinai's Mount. It is called "a frery law," and so it is that must consume all who
die under its curse. It knows nothing, and in the nature ofthe case cannot know anything
ofreprieve, pardon, mercy, hope, forgiveness, or salvation. IfJehovah is pleased to allow
One Who is capable, willing and fitted to stand under the law and answer all its demands,
then, so well and good, but if God is not so pleased, the law of Moses cannot make one.
This is, we judge, "the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God
ordained before the world unto our glory." (1 Cor. 2,7)Fwther, Jehovah not only allowed
this principle of substitution, but, blessings on His Name for ever, He found the Substitute.
Angels would never have found one, none of Adam's race can be suitable for a substitute.
But God provided Himself the Lamb for the burnt offering. "I have laid help upon One
that is mighty: I have exalted One chosen out of the people. I have found David (Christ)
My Servant: with My holy oil have I anointed Him, and men shall be blessed in Him. "

The Father found His Eternal Son and commissioned Him, as an act of wonderful love,
to become manifested in the flesh of His sacred humanity, by which the Son as in union
with His Deity, was surely, really, effectually the Substitute for His Church. Love not
law - Christ not Moses - grace not works - takes all the praise, for "He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities. " One does desire to know more
fully, feel more powerfully the way by which God saves the sinner.

Substitution declares the righteousness of God in the law. The law of Moses will
never be withdrawn, never become obsolete, never be dead. It stands tonight for all who
are under it in its naked truth and majesty as when first given, and will do to all eternity.
Time can never wear this law out, for it is found in the very nature of God. When God
can die, then can this law. It is a righteous law, and lives for ever. Now the voice of
the law is, "Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them." It is useless one saying, "I am no worse than other
people; I have done my best; I have always meant well, and have from infancy mixed
with the people of God, have even preached from a pulpit, and met for prayer at prayer
meetings." All this is useless, sinner, for justification; this is no substitute for doing the
whole of the law. God's righteousness in the law demands perfect obedience always, and,
in default, the curse comes upon us, and that righteously. Yet God has chosen some who
will never know the curse of the law penally, people who will get to heaven, sinners though
they have been all their days, and get to glory with the law on their side too. How can
these things be? "He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." "What the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending His Own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh" of the Son of God incarnate. He took the sinner's
sin, shame and curse - that is how it is done. "Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree." and when that statement was made in the Old Testament days, the Father knew
the One upon Whom chiefly that curse would rest. "Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us. " Literally - no fiction nor assumption here,
no figure of speech whether hyperbole or otherwise - all is solemn fact in this mighty
transaction. Here, then, the righteousness of God is declared in no uncertain sound in
the sufferings of Christ as the Substitute, the Surety for His people. So real was this
transaction that Christ calls His people's sins His Own: "Mine iniquities have taken hold
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upon Me, so'that I am not able to look up. " It is Christ in the 40th Psalm wi&rout a.doubt.
Not by transfusion, but by transference, imputation, the sins of the Church became the
sins of Christ. "He hath laid upon Him the iniquities of us all." That was a dreadful meeting
when all the sins of the Church were made to meet upon Him - but so it was. Substitution
thus "declares God's righteousness for the remission of sins that are past..... that He might
bejust and the Justifier ofhim which believeth in Jesus." Ifthe Spirit, sinner, has taught
you anything of this truth, you have fallen in love with the Son of God. If any present
are, in their feelings, under ihe curse of the law, I am glad of it, for such one can hope
for deliverance into the Gospel blessings. If and when it pleases God to teach you, sinner,
you will then begin to look for a Surety, a Substitute, and long for Him to deliver you
from the curse of the law.

One feels that some who talk much about being drawn by love could not explain what
it is if they were given a thousand pounds. Love does draw truly - nothing draws like
it - but who knows the drawing of the love of God in Christ who has not, in some measure,
known the driving power of the law? "By the law is the knowledge of sin." and if one
does not seek Christ until he has knowledge of his need of Him, then condemnation, curse
and bondage of the law, in some measure, must precede the experimental sense of love
drawing to the Father. To all such present I would say substitution will take your heart;
you can hear of it with pleasure, for you know it must be the one and only way by which
you can hope to be justified before God. It makes you say, "That is the Saviour Who
exactly answers my deepest needs. Oh that He would save me!" Sanctified knowledge
ofsinnership out ofthe law will lead to strong desires after Christ, and those desires shall
be granted.

Substitution establishes the law - that is to say, it causes the law to stand on a solid
foundation while God justifies the transgressor of the law. It stood on very solid ground
previous to the death of Christ - as we have hinted previously - for it is grounded in
the nature of God. Had there been no law given in tables of stone, the substance of the
law would have been where it always was - in the nature of Jehovah. The commandments
would have been true had they never been revealed, because God Himself is holy, just
and true. But the law standing on such solid ground could not let one sinner pass to heaven
until Christ had honoured the law and magnified it by His own life and death, whereby
the law, in justification of a sinner, is established far better than if the sinner had been
able to obey it perfectly, for his obedience at best is but the obedience of a creature, whereas
the obedience Christ gave is the obedience of One far more than a creature. "Seeing it
is one God which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision by faith. Do
we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law." The
law has lost nothing in and by substitution. In the justification of the sinner, in the full
pardon of the sinner, the law can stand by the side of Jehovah the Law-giver, and while
God says to Joshua in his filthy garments, "They shall all be taken away from you, and
I will give you a change of railement: I will freely, fully and eternally forgive you and
justiff you," - I say - while the righteous Judge is saying this to a sinner, the law can
stand by and say, "Amen" and unite with mercy, grace and love in clothing the sinner
in a righteousness with which the law could not, if it wanted, find the slightest fault. The
law is well satisfied with this grand arrangement of God and well it may be, for it has
had all it ever asked or could ask for at the hands of Christ. So it is not nor can be tarnished
or disgraced while God says to a sinner, "For Christ's sake I absolve thee from all thy
sins, I freely all forgive." May He say that to us repeatedly!
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Christ is the Substitute, for it is certain He is the One npant by the Words, "He,"
"Him" and "His" in the text. "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we
are healed. " Not Israel the nation, but Christ Jesus the Lord's Servant is the Person meant.
That He should take a nature capable of being wounded, bruised and striped is a miracle
of love. Think of it if you are able, that He, blessed with the fellowship of His Farher
and of the Holy spirit in heaven, with not one sorrow, grief nor anything approaching
thereunto - that He, in such a state ofblessedness should, for the sake ofsinners, rebels,
enemies, ungodly, condescend to look upon poor mortals and stoop to take their nature
upon Him (sin excepted) in order that He should be wounded for their transgressions,
bruised for their iniquities, have the chastisement of their peace upon Him, and by His
stripes they should be healed; truly this is a miracle of love that He should have a nature
capable of this. Fitting Substitute was He, for He could stand before God for them in
all the beauty, purity and glory of His holy nature as Man, bear their sins in His own
body upon the tree to the complete satisfaction oflaw andjustice, and also stand before
them, and by reason of His being equal with God (for He was God) He could declare
His Father's Name: "I have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it: that the
love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them." Through Him the
Father communicates all He has to bestow upon His family, whether it be for time or
for eternity.

Being the Substitute, all the sins and sufferings fell upon Him, signified by the wounding,
bruising, chastisement, stripes. Wounded - "They have pierced My hands and My feet"
- a pierced Saviour is a grand sight to faith. The pangs of His mind. Dreadful night when
He, Who was God over all blessed for evermore, fell prostrate on the ground with, "My

Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me. " Was it at this time that He "offered

up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save
Him from death, and was heard in that He feared?" (Heb. 5,7). Though a Son, it was
thus he learned obedience by the terrible things which He suffered. "Nevertheless, not
My will, but Thine be done," and so it was, for soon thereafter He was taken to Calvary,
where it pleased God to bruise Him, to afflict Him as the Substitute for His people's sins.
"My strength is dried up like a potsherd; My tongue cleaveth to My jaws; and Thou hast
brought Me to the dust of death. I may tell all My bones: they look and stare upon Me. "

Wonderful 22nd Psalm, wonderfully fulfilled by the Substitute! It is sad to know we have
hearts that can sin when the Son of God suffered thus to put it away. Yet can it be that
one who has felt anything of the power of His sufferings by the power of the Holy Ghost
can yet love sin? If the felt power of the blood of Christ will not subdue the love of sin,
nothing will. Talking of precepts, enjoining Gospel service to Christ, will not make one
soul obey precepts rightly, but one second of real fellowship with Christ in His sufferings
will melt the hardest heart, cast out all the demons therein and fill one with loathing of
self for sin and repentance for sin. The grand test of real godliness is what one knows
of Christ as revealed in the heart. Nothing else will do for time or eternity. May we know
much of Him thus! Chastisement - the punishment due to us was laid upon Him: at no
other price could peace be obtained. It was exacted, and He answered the full legal dues
of Almighty God in the salvation of His elect body. The stripes were numbered, not one
more nor one less than justice demanded as the expiation of sin. His sufferings were
commensurate with the demerit of the sins of the church as judged by the righteous Judge,
and when the last stripe had been given the dear Substitute could and did say, "It is
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fiihshed." What is finiified? "To finish the transgression, dnd to'make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness." Sin
was finished in the finished work of Christ.

The Fruits of Substitution
(i) Transgression, for which He was wounded, is now forgiven. "Blessed is he whose

transgression is forgiven," and the person who is under the first teachings of the Spirit
will seek this firstfruit of substitution and seek it earnestly, wholeheartedly. We feel we
need grace to be poured upon us to cause us to seek this mercy more thoroughly than
we do. The whole heart has to be in this matter ere one finds Him a pardoning God, and
surely the Spirit alone can make one a whole-hearted seeker for this blessing. "Ye shall
seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." Everything
must stand on one side to a sinner born again; his trouble is sin, and he must have sin
forgiven else he is miserable. "Tell me, O Lord, " is his cry, "that my sins are forgiven, "

and that cry continues until he is answered with joy in his soul. Circumstances will not
over-top grace, but grace, wherever it is, shall hold the field against all comers, and in
spite of much coldness felt (it will be deplored), in spite of innumerable circumstances
all seemingly against grace (they will be fought against), grace shall reign in a child of
God as well as on the throne in justification. The Lord preserve us when in trying
circumstances that at least a little grace may still be evident, for it is a very solemn matter
for one professing to have grace in the heart to be buried under externals (circumstances)
and never appear above them. One may safely say that the Holy Spirit's work in a sinner
is effectual wherever it is begun, and He feelingly gives him in His time the fruit of his
Saviour's substitution - forgiveness.

(ii). Iniquities will not be imputed is another fruit from this Tree, for, as sure as He
was "Bruised for their iniquities," so it is equally certain that the Holy Spirit takes of
this thing of Christ and reveals it unto them for whom He died. "Blessed is the man unto
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity." Iniquity - that which has a bend, a twist in it,
that which cannot go straight nor right - do you know what this is? All these crooked
things of ours come from a crooked heart that will not, cannot go right, and all we do
iniquitously comes from a heart full of iniquity. Substitution meets that, there was bruising
for that, and non-imputation of it is the comfortable fruit. God will not deal with His people
according to their serpentine heart which is so deceitful as that only God is able to know it.

(iii) Peace is also a fruit of substitution. "The chastisement of our peace was upon Him.''
This passes all understanding - the peace ofGod enjoyed in one's conscience from the
applied blood of Christ in the dew of the Spirit - it must be felt, it cannot be expressed,
at least by some of us. I shall leave it at that, but hope we know that word, just a little,
"Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."

(iv) Healing, "With His stripes we are healed. " To be healed implies disease, and truly
we are diseased by sin; such a disease too as is loathsome, degrading, filthy, infectious,
painful and, apart from substitution, is fatal. Substitution is the cure, the one remedy,
that extends to every part ofthe disease and removes both disease and its effects. It heals
pride, vanity, self-importance, for these things cannot live in the heart where, at the same
time, blood is felt. If pride reigns totally over us we do not know Jesus, pride cannot
live in His presence. Grace humbles. We may talk of Christ all we choose, and use very
nice language of Him too, but if pride reigns in heart and life, it is but a dead notional,
deceiving talk. Selflove, of which we all are so full by nature and, even where grace
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is, th8hbrrid pridciflfrj still exists (and more than exists at timbi), but if faith gets one
moment with Christ as the Substitute, one will find he looses self in the finding of Him,
and the loss is our gain. Worldliness, that spirit which is so subtlp yet so sinful, which
is with us on our knees, at the Bible when reading, in the pulpit, in the pew, and evidences
itself by death (to be carnally minded is death) in speech, actions and life. What can heal
us of this? Formal religion can feed it but never heal it, blood only is of any use here.
I daresay many of you know what is to have the knees stiff - the knees of the soul. They
will not, it seems they cannot bend; rocks seem cushions in comparison; neither goodness
nor judgments seem to affect this deplorable gout in the knees; to have a soul that will
not, cannot, at times does not seem to wish to bend before God, that knows right well
that if He does not help, bless and save to the uttermost one cannot be saved at all, and
yet to have no desire in exercise to ask Him to do these things for me? Do any of you
know and suffer from this complaint? We are tied up to one physician and one medicine
- christ and His blood will soften a rock, make a flinty heart to run like melted wax,
and bend the knees both ofbody and soul before Him in contrition, repentance, hope and
love. In short, this medicine will heal any and every complaint of the soul. It is no cheap
nostrum, it is not quackery in a worldly-religious market, but it is a healer of all diseases
(Psalm 103).

Apart from substitution and its blessed fruits felt within, there is no hope for me, what
say you? The good Lord more deeply teach us these things!

'"

of Jesus
Kenneth Ashworth

: Although we speak of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus as two distinct events -
which indeed they were - yet their complete oneness is so very apparent. Jesus Himself
never spoke of the one without the other. The apostolic preaching as preserved in The
Acts of the Apostles always referred to them as one stupendous act. Calvary without the
resurrection would be robbed of all redemptive power. It would just mark the end -
however cruel, however unjust - of a remarkable life.

This is how many do regard it. They are willing to acknowledge Jesus as a great Teacher,
a moral Example, a Prophet but never as a Saviour who rose from the dead. Mahommet
was willing to recognise Jesus as a prophet, communists to-day will quote His teaching
in the Sermon on the Mount with approval. But that the Son of God who died for sinners
rose again - No.

It is then vital for us to recognise the oneness of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus.
Over the years my own faith in the substitutionary Death of Jesus and His bodily

Resurrection have strengthened. I never cease to wonder with profound gratitude that I
can look back on calvary and say in the words of Paul "He loved me and gave Himself
for me". That we can know in personal faith "He made Him to be sin for us who knew
no sin that we might become the righteousness of God in Him", or with Peter "Who

The Death and Resurrection

o -
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his own self bare our sins in His own liody on the Tree that we being dead to sins should
live unto righteousness". What wondrous love indeed! "God commendeth His love in
that whilst we were yet sinners Christ died for us". "Herein is love, not that we loved
God but that He loved us."

Yet it is only in the light of the Resurrection that such an interpretation of the death
of Jesus can be experienced in personal faith. So the thrill of reading the events of that
first Easter Day never lessens - indeed it grows with the years. The stone rolled away,
- the empty Tomb - the different appearances of the Risen Lord - all point unmistakably
to the Bodily Resurrection of Jesus - the greatest event the world has ever known. I cannot
share the view that is so current to-day that the Bodily Resurrection is of little moment
- that the empty Tomb is of little significance - it is just the Spiritual Resurrection that
is of primary importance. To me acceptance of the Gospel Records as true and reliable
demand an acceptance of the Bodily Resurreccion and this is the greatest of all Miracles.

It is upon the Death and Resurrection of Jesus that the Christian Faith is built. This
is the Rock upon which Jesus has built His Church "and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it".

Moreover here we are dealing with HISTORICAL FACT. It is a historical fact that
Jesus was crucified on that eventful day we now name Good Friday - that men possessed
with envy, hatred, fanaticism and evil, were instrumental of that death; that a cowardly,
selfish Governor allowed the crucifixion to take place though he testified "I can find no
fault in Him". These are facts, - as also is the empty Tomb and the appearances of Jesus
so superbly summarised for us in I Cor. 15. The Christian Faith is a historic Faith -
and this distinguishes it from any other Faith or culture. 

i,
TIME AND ETERNITY. :

Yet we do more than look back upon historical events - however stupendous those
events were. At Calvary and in the Garden of the Resurrection we meet with God - with
God's sovereign purpose in the Redemption of sinful men. There God's plan for men's
Redemption was triumphantly fulfilled. "It is finished" was a cry of triumph. The
Resurrection was God's seal upon a sacrifice accepted. The sacrifice of His own beloved
Son "the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world". It is at Calvary that eternity
meets with the temporal. So we note the emphasis that Jesus made that all was happening
according to the Scriptures - that the Scriptures should be fulfilled. The Son of Man
goeth as it is written of him; "and beginning at Moses and the Prophets He expounded
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself '. Calvary and the Resurrection
were the fulfilment of God's promises recorded in Scripture. Jesus fulfilled all that was
written of Him in prophecy, type, symbolism and history in the Old Testament. So Paul
in I.Cor.15 "Christ died for our sins according to the Scripture - He rose again the third
day according to the Scripture - He was seen."

Thus in looking back upon the Death and Resurrection of Jesus we more than look back
upon historical events - tremendous as those events were - we see God breaking in upon
history - we see His sovereignty in effecting the salvation of man. Calvary is timeless
and through the Resurrection has a PRESENT SIGNIFICANCE for every age.

The Christ Who died on Calvary and rose again from the dead is the Living Christ,
the Living Lord Whose Presence is a reality in the NOW of to-day. This is the Gospel
Message for every age; the glorious Easter Assurance. The salvation procured on Calvary
is a present day experience of faith. The living Lord Who appeared to the Disciples during
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the great forty days is the Living tnrd of the Christian to-day. It is the Reality of Christ
which must be manifested to the world to-day - that he really is the same to-day as then
- and that all that He meant to and bestowed upon the Disciples after the Resurrection
can be known and received to-day.

We can read the Gospel narratives and translate them into present day experiences,
personal experiences, as personal to us as to Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter, Thomas,
to all the Disciples.

Thus "Jesus stood in the midst" becomes "Jesus stands in the midst" and whether that
midst be the Christian Community or the Believer's heart - the result is the same. He
radiates His joy, He bestows His peace, He transmits His power just as surely as He did
in the Upper Room. And the reality of those gifts is such that the possession of them is
dependent not upon anything of or in the world but simply upon His recognised Presence.

"Jesus Himself drew near". becomes Jesus draws near to His people to-day on the
highway of life - in every circumstance, whether disappointment, grief, perplexity or
joy. He draws near in and through the Scriptures for He is the golden thread which runs
through the whole bible; He draws near in the Breaking of Bread - to nourish, sustain,
strengthen and refresh. He is the Living Lord.

Jesus called out to the disciples from the bank of the Sea of Galilee "Cast your net
on the other side of the boat" - so to-day He calls out to us through the Holy Spirit
to direct, guide, encourage.

This is what belief in the Resurrection means - a living Lord in whom we are complete
- a living Lord Who understands. A Lord Who can meet our every need and satis$
abundantly. He Himself said "I have come that ye might have life and that ye might have
it more abundantly". This is why He died and rose again. This is what His death and
Resurrection can mean to us.

The Easter experience must become a daily reality in the lives of Christians to-day and
be reflected to the world as surely as in that first Century. The Death and Resurrection
of Jesus assure a present salvation "in Whom we have redemption through His blood the
forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace" - and a present power - that
same mighty power which God wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead.
Little wonder that Peter wrote - "unto you which believe He is Precious" as Saviour
through His Death; Lord through His Resurrection; Hope through His gift of eternal life.

DEATH CONQUERED.
A breaking in upon History, a present reality - yet even so we have not exhausted

the wonders and effectiveness of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus. For hereby we have
HOPE - a sure hope of eternal life - a sure hope of HEAVEN. Hence to the Colossians
Paul speaks of "the hope which is laid up for you in Heaven"; Peter writes of "an

inheritance undefiled and incorruptible and that fadeth not away". Jesus died and rose
again and thereby death was overcome. No longer is death to be feared but rather to be
the gateway to eternal life. The Resurrection assured the ultimate triumph of God over
evil, the eternal permanence of His Kingdom. As Daniel wrote "His dominion is an
everlasting dominion which shall not pass away and His Kingdom that which shall not
be destroyed".

It is in the light of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus that John could write confidently
in his First Epistle - "we know that when He shall appear we shall be like him for we
shall see Him as He really is".
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Gdft'esis Contra Mundum
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A Critical Look at the Theory of Evolution

The Basis of Alt Truth
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The Conflict
our title indicates a conflict, and a conflict there certainly has been and is between manandGod' and-especialry the word of God as given in cenesis. rr,r-unitrnt, he has wonthe fight' and the world, with few-exceptions, coitemptuously dismisses Genesis as folklore,myth,.poetry or_simply fiction. This aititude is now very widespread and has entered intovirtually every branch of learning. The question inevitably arises ,can a true christian
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accept evolution?' Genesis teaches that 'in the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth'. Then in six days He furnished them with all things necessary for their functioning
in accordance with His own perfect design, ending finally with the creation of man, and
His own verdict that everything was very good. (Genesis 1;31).

Evolution, however, teaches that the universe and everything in it, including num, formed
themselves over millions of years, starting with a 'big bang' - surely the only explosion
that could ever have claimed to produce order out of chaos!

These two concepts are so obviously mutually exclusive that one would have thought
it wholly a waste of time to attempt reconciliation. Nevertheless efforts to this end hive
been made.

1. By stretching the days of Genesis to long periods in order to give sufficient time
for evolution to work.

2. By the so-called 'gap theory' which assumes an immensely long interval between
the first two verses of Genesis l, during which the old world perished, followed by
a re-creation as in Genesis. This involves translating v.2 as the earth became (rather
than was) without form and void.

3. By regarding the six days as days not of creation but of revelation to man. To bolster
this the rendering of Exodus 20:ll is altered to'For in six days the tord showed
(rather than made) the heaven and the earth etc.'

4. By theistic evolution. Ideas on this vary but usually allow an initial act of creation
by God, asserting that He brought in the process of evolution, and intervened Himself
only when evolution could not make further progress unaided.

These four ideas could all be refuted on other grounds, and they are all plainly contrary
to the simple and literal meaning of Genesis; but they all fail because each involves death
before the coming of man and his fall into sin, and this is clearly contrary to the whole
tenor of Scripture. (Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12 etc.) Uniquely the Genesis record of origins
has man at the outset as the crown of creation, which is quite contrary to every evolutionary
theory.

For the true Christian the Bible is the infallible Word of God, and since evolution is
so evidently contrary to it, that concept must be rejected as false. It seems therefore
incumbent on the Christian to go over to the offensive, and to show some of the numerous
impossibilities involved in evolutionary beliefs. Space is limited and only a selection can
be given.

Some say that evolution simply means change, and as animals and plants are obviously
subject to change there is no point in opposing evolution. This ignores the fact that the
changes we observe are limited. Everything breeds 'after its kind' and no instance is known
of change such as would be involved in a change for instance of a reptile into a bird,
or a beast into a man.

Evolution a Fact?
"Evolution is no longer a theory but a fact". Expressions of this sort are f."qu"ntlt'

heard from the evolutionary lobby, but their truth depends on our definition of evolution.
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If we regard it simply as change, as mentioned above, we can accept that, though each
species continues to breed 'after its kind', individuals do show variations. But ifrve are
thinking of evolution from amoeba to man as commonly taught, assertions such as that
above cannot be justified as proofs are called for which are iot forthcoming. It may be
compared to a hurdler who might by-pass the hurdles instead of leaping over them.

Leaving aside the formation of the universe. solar system and earth, is ttre unlikely
but much trumpeted consequence of the'big bang', a Lurdle to be tackled early in the
enquiry is the question ofthe generation oflife. Spontaneous generation has been described
as a philosophic necessity.ofevolution, but its protagonists skite over the subject, realising
as they must, that the odds against it are so astronomically large as the render the whole
concept ludicrous. It was a cherished belief of past generations, but was conclusively
disproved by Louis Pasteur and others in the nineieenth century and it is noteworthy that
all man's attempts to create life from nonJife have failed, even tirough backed by the finest
brains.

Problems of Diversification and Origin of Species
Another hurdle to be leapt, or by-passed, is to show how a single molecule having formed

itself unaided, could split and continually diversiff, still wiihout help, and ei"ntuully
produce the endless variety of life we know today.

No mechanism is known, or could even be imagined, which could begin, let alone
continue this splitting process, and evolution requires that it would have had to be continued
ad infinitum, unguided and unaided! Natural Selection, the magic formula of evolution
could obviously not begin to operate until diversification was well under way.

Thermodynamics
Two more hurdles confronting the evolutionist are the first and second laws of

thermodynamics, both of which are universally recognised to be valid, and both are contrary
to evolution.

According to the first law nothing is now being created and nothing destroyed, agreeing
with the Bible account of a finished creation. (Genesis 2:l) of whiitr the Sabbath is ttre
weekly memorial. Evolution, however assumes the continual production of a variety of
higher forms of l i fe.

The second law says that everything in nature, left to itself, tends always towards.mors
and more disorder. w" T" reminded of Henry Lyte's line in the well-known hymn ..change
and decay in all around I see". This is simply the second law in operation. But evolution
asserts that over millions of years greater and greater order has arisen unaided out of chaos.
and that living beings in the world have gradually produced from themselves higher and
more organised forms oflife. In other words not change and decay, but change and progress.
Evolution, if true, would mean that this second law had been suspended, or indeed ievJrsea,
for millions of years. There is no evidence whatever for thii.

Here, as in many other fields, evolution is diametrically opposed to science, and also,.
it is not unfair to say, to common sense! Has anyone ever witnessed anything complicated
produced out of something simple just by chance? Evolution tries to counter this by saying
that the second law operates only in a closed system, the earth's energy being continuall!
replenished from the sun; but this requires an agent to convert the energy int6 meaningful
use, and we look in vain for that. Evolution also says that the egg and its developrient
is an exception to the second law; but the fertilised egg has built into it all the information
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needed for the production of the adult, and in due time the second law reasserts itself.
One is reminded of the couplet in the hymn of Isaac Watts, "The moment when our lives
begin we all begin to die". Numerous other hurdles block the path of evolution. They
are in fact legion and could be grouped under a general heading - which might be called,'Impossibilities of Evolution'.

The Eye and Incipient Organs and Intermediate Types
The eye is a major hurdle that has been by-passed. This baffled Darwin himself, and

it is a fact that neither he nor anyone else has been able to think up a plausible way in
which the human eye, or others which are more complicated found in nature, could have
come into being by a gradual process of evolution. The argument against the evolution
of the eye can be seen to apply more generally. Evolution demands the continual production
ofnew organs, imperfect at first but gradually advancing towards perfection, and the fossil
record should therefore show evidence ofthis. Creationists have long pointed to the absence
from the fossil record generally of intermediate types and nascent organs. Darwin himself
recognised it, but supposed it to be due to the incompleteness of the record which further
exploration would remedy. This however has not happened, and evolutionists have now
been compelled to agree, what for long was kept secret, that intermediate forms and nascent
organs have not been found. They cling desperately to such a hopeful example as
archaeopteryx, suggested by some to be a reptile evolving into a bird, though now generally
regarded as a true bird, and they ignore the fact that, not a few, but thousands of such
examples would be required for any approach to proof.

This appears to be another case where a hurdle has defeated the runner and been
by-passed!

Vestigial Organs r
What has just been said leads naturally to the complementary subject of so-called 'vestigial

organs', long regarded as prime evidence for evolution. We were told that certain organs
in our bodies had a use in our evolutionary past, but had outlived this and no longer served
any useful purpose, and so had shrunk. We were not told how the loss of the use of an
organ could be an indication of progress! Even the thymus and thyroid glands were said
to be survivals from the past, but of course no doctor would say so now. The appendix,
formerly a favourite example, is now known to have an important function in protection
against infection of the intestinal tract, particularly in early life. Up to fifty body parts
were at one time claimed as vestigials, but the number has since declined to vanishing
point, and he would be bold man today who would be prepared to say that any single
organ of our body was useless.

Language is another problem for evolution. There are those who say that human tanguugi
must have arisen gradually from the grunts and squeaks of animals and the songs of birds,
but there is no evidence of this. Other creatures do of course communicate with each other
in ways not fully understood, but only man can pass on a connected train of thought and
leave it for the benefit of future generations. It is not possible to imagine how all this
could develop from the noises made by creatures other than man, the mental and other
differences being too great.

Research has shown, and it is confirmed by those who undertake translation of the Bible
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irftiftribal langudgB, that the iai'eech of backward people is muchJnore compl6i tfifin would
be expected by the mental level of those now employing it. Archbishop Trench, writing
on 'The Study of words' demonstrated that these languages revealed, not the fruitful
beginnings of a developing language, but bore the stamp of degradation, the remnant and
ruin of a nobler past. There is of course no record or trace anywhere in the past of any
people who could not communicate with each other by speech, and the art of writing goes
much further back than at one time thought.

History through Evolutionary Spectacles
It is interesting and instructive, entertaining and not a little amusing to look at the history

of the living world as envisaged by evolution, and compare it with the real world we know
in our experience.

Evolution, having witnessed one or more living molecules crawl unaided out of the
original slime, and then observed the emergence of numerous living creatures as
diversification set itself in motion and continued, must then have stood by and looked on
as all creatures great and small prepared themselves for their role in life. Caterpillars must
learn and practise their life-style for transformation into butterflies of numerous different
colours and sizes, which will then produce more caterpillars for the cycle to continue;
bees must learn to build hives ofperfect shape and design, learn the art ofextracting pollen
from flowers and indicate to other bees where the pollen can be found; birds must learn
to build secure nests, to lay eggs, bring up their young and teach them to fly, and some
must learn the secret of long distance navigation to enable them to counter the seasons;
bats must learn to use radar; beavers must learn to fell timber for building dams; spiders
must learn to spin webs. The list is endless.
' All this and much more must have happened if evolution were true. There were of course
no witnesses and no-one has yet produced a plausible explanation of how blind evolution
managed to form the eye, or deaf evolution the ear, or impersonal evolution, the person.
These are more instances of hurdles being by-passed. What can be said furthermore of
beasts which gradually began to realise that they had a Creator who should be acknowledged
and worshipped?

An indication of how evolution has captivated the minds of the sophisticated was given
in a BBC progralnme when I happened to overhear a speaker referring to a certain bird,
say it was difficult to understand what evolution had in mind when it produced that particular
bird! Does evolution have a mind?

Contrast all this with the ordinary world of our experience. Everything in the real world
is fully developed, and we see nothing in nature of gradual progress towards perfection.
The first wings we have found are perfect wings, the first feathers perfect feathers. The
first scales, the first fins, indeed the first of everything is found to be fully functioning
in its own appointed place.

The Time Scale
God has not told us in Genesis, or anywhere else, when He created the world, though

the general impression we get is that it was not millions but thousands of years ago.
Evolution, on the other hand, positively demands immense periods of time, and if this
were not available the evolutionist would have to give up. The supposed age of the earth
has been stretched and stretched, and it is now customary to say that the universe came
into being about 4Yz billion (that is 4% thousand million) years ago.
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No man can give with certainty the date of the creation of the earth, for the simple reason
that no man was there to witness it. All man can do is make deductions from his observations
ofpresent processes and remains ofpast life found beneath the earth's surface. but these
deductions may well be wrong. One is reminded of the Word of God to Job (38:4) "Where

were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?" We cannot take the millions of years
syndrome for granted, and there is growing evidence from different fields that the earth
is indeed young, if we can call 10/12,000 years young.

One thing to remember is that creation inevitably involves appearance of age. If we
could have seen Adam when he was created we should have thought him a man of (say)
40, brought into being in the normal way - conception, birth, growth and so on, though
he was created a full-grown man without these beginnings. In the same way, may we not
believe that the universe and the earth were created fully grown - going concerns -
but with the unavoidable appearance of age? Only man's short-sighted view of the
omnipotence of God prevents it.

The present population of the earth is consistent with the known rate of population growth
from a starting point of about 5 ,000 years ago. Of course the figure is approximate but
it rules out the supposed million years of human evolution. If that were true the population
explosion would have been here in the remote past.

Those who have studied the earth's magnetic field report that its strength is declining
at a rate inconsistent with a starting point.of much more than 10,000 years ago.

Research in Australia has suggested that the speed of light has declined since the
beginning, when it may have been instantaneous, or nearly so. This would indicate one
possible solution to the problem of the time taken for light from remote galaxies to reach us.

Dinosaur and human footprints have been found together in a river estuary in Texas
and elsewhere. The genuineness of the human prints has been challenged, but it would
seem that Job (40: 15124) may well have been acquainted with creatures such as dinosaurs.

Evolution and Sin 
'"

Evolutionary philosophy has no place for the fall of man, but the fact of sin can neither
be denied nor ignored. The evolutionist says that sin is due to what remains in man of
the animal nature. or what he calls man's brute inheritance, and will be eradicated by
evolution in the course of the coming ages. But this reveals a complete failure to understand
the true nature of sin, which fundamentally is rebellion against God; and there is no evidence
of this in any animal. In fact animals put men completely to shame in this matter. Mark
Twain, the American writer, once said that man is the only creature who can blush, and
the only one who needs to! Is the capacity to blush a result of evolution? There are no
animal hooligans! In the course of history man has made enormous gains in material
knowledge, but by himself has made no moral progress whatever. He commits the same
crimes today as they did in Old Testament times, and have done throughout recorded history.
But we cannot treat sin in a detached scientific manner, because every man, woman and
child is personally involved in it. Nothing in evolution can explain the presence ofconscience
in man, nor his consciousness of guilt, both in his actions and his very thoughts.

God's one and only remedy for the desperate condition of sin through the shed blood
of His Son is above and beyond and quite outside any theory of evolution. The awful remedy
would not have been required if there had been any other way.

That a Holy God can be just and yet the justifier of the sinner who believes in Jesus
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is the supremb marvel of the universe. How paltry then is the notion that man will orcan in due time save himself by evolution! Someone has truly said that ours is not a survivalof the fittest theology, but rather the salvation of the unfit.
Evolution asserts that religion_ in man originated in a primitive nature and spirit worship,which gradually developed and eventuall/ produced ih" rd"u of one supreme God. Butthis notion is of course the exact opposite oi what the Bible teaches and has in fact beenrefuted by research show-ing that the worship of one Almighty C;J;;; creator preceded

the polytheism of later times.

Fruits of Evolution.
' The_Saviour said (Matthew 7: lg), "A good tree cannot produce evil fruit,,. How doesevolution-stand up to that criterion? If tfie whole of life were altnggr" for existence,
with the fittest surviving and the weakest going to the wall, then oppression of the weak
by the strong, both nations and individuati wo-uta be justified. wrrui ir rhe result but themorals of the jungle? Herbert Spencer, the nineteenth century philosopher, couta actuatty
criticise improvements in sanitition because they helped, he'said, t6wards the survival
of the weak, and so were contrary to what he called ;bioiogical lawj. Evolution has the
Pn9"19y to paralyse the witl to reform wrongs, but happily"all evolutionists do not carrytheir ideas to that extreme.

^ 
Darwinism had a great influence on German philosophers, and through them on theGerman people. It must therefore carry some responsibility for the racism and militarism

which produced two devastating world wars. Maix too, wis influenced by evolution, andhe wanted to dedicate his book;Das Kapital,, to Darwin, This was declined, but it shows
that Communism must be. nu1b9r9d amongst the fruits of this same tree. It was just what
was needed to bolster their atheistic philosophy, and to remove from their minds the idea
of God as Creator and Judse.

.The catastrophic decline in moral standards in recent years, evident on all sides and
still accelerating, can be traced to the same source. If Gbd did not create man, man isnot responsible to Him' If the human race is but the latest product of mindless process
of struggle over millions 

9f 1ea1s, morality is at an end and man may well despair.
Incidentally if the human brain is but the result of random and chance variations in humangenes, what reliance can possibly be placed on the ideas of a brain so produced? This

seems to lead straight into the realm of nonsense.
Evolution would bar God from His universe. The late Julian Huxley spoke of ..the

:i:jf"t 
sense of spiritual relief he felt from rejecting the idea of God as a supernarural

oelns
Mllitarism, Racism, oppression, Nazism, communism, Immorality, Atheism. what

a catalogue! No good tree could produce such bad fruit. A theory of human progress which
results in human decadence nuJt be false!

Conclusion
t . : - ,  .  l r i  r J . t  ' r i t

Much more evidence against the evolutionary theory could have been produced, and
arguments at different levels, but this.was precluded by considerations of spac". Vugu"
ideas, long dormant over the centuries, cime swiftly into focus from lg59 with thepublication of Darwin's.'origin of Species'. The sophiiticated world was easily captured,
and it soon became fashionable to believe that there had been no specific creation of man
at all' This theory gradually spread itself downward until it fully leavened the minds of
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millions, including many who professed to believe the Scriptures. The point was reached
when the thing framed said that nothing framed it, or what is made is, but what made
it is not! (cf Isaiah 29:16). It was noted that actual proofs were lacking and when confronted
with demands for proofs, the evolutionists were content, for the most part, to ignore the
demands and skate round the problems. Their minds are fully made up that evolution has
produced the world and all it contains including man (ourselves), though they differ widely
with ever new speculations, as to the mechanism said to have been involved.

History is littered with discarded theories such as the notion, much vaunted at one time,
that the baby developing in the womb recapitulated the evolutionary history of its ancestors.
There were also absurd reconstructions of man's ancestors such as that based on one tooth
- later identified as belonging to a species of pig! Several cases are known where scientists
decline to accept the doctrine of creation for the sole reason that they will not believe
in anything supernatural. We are often told that the Bible is not a book of science, and
we may conclude that this is just as well in view of the fate of books of science contemporary
with, or much later than, the Bible. What a tragedy it would be, and has been, when men
have tried and still try to tie up bible teaching with scientific views which are merely
temporary. It would not be unfair to describe evolution as the cultural myth of our
generation. Dr. F. Schumacher (author of 'Small is Beautiful') wrote "Any possibility
no matter how remote, is perfectly acceptable as scientific proof that the thing actually
happened. " (Guide for the Perplexed. p.126) And again, "Evolutionism is science fiction,
even a kind of hoax which has succeeded too well" (Ibid. p.129)

It has been said - 'Evolution is the greatest hoax ever foisted on human minds'; or
better still, in the inspired words of the Psalmist in the second Psalm "Why do... the
people imagine a vain thing?" "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall
have them in derision".

Finally, as the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:20) "Hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world?".

A Place of Refuge
Peter  King (Stanford,

,. ; A meditation on Psalm 46

The world is looking for peace and security. I write this article after the various parties
have met in Madrid. The declared aim was to find peace in the Middle East. May God's
blessing rest on their endeavours.

Even if peace can be found, it will only be for a time. In the last days, there shall be
wars and rumours of wars. The Christian can look out on these things with another vision.
He will have fears just as others around him, but the goal beyond those fears is a certainty
the unbeliever knows not.

Psalm 46 is a wonderful place of refuge for the unsettled and nervous Christian.
God is our refuge and strength. Here is the anchor we need. The peace, which evades
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the world, is found in this solid foundation. Not only so but this place of seiurfty ii always
at hand. A very present herp in I?"!r" Help readily found. de are only u piuy", u*uy
and yet so often we do not trust His Word and so lose the comfort He so graci,ouity gives.
If we can but hold this outstretched hand we will not fear, even though all around us seems
to be giving way. The unmoveable things, which have been wittius so long, may and
indeed-wiLgo one day. Perhaps the conJolation and comfort of a partner or lhe secu.ity
of a job. Though the earth be removed and the mountains be cait into the midst of tie
sea. The convulsions of life may seem as the waters that roar and are troubled, uni the
foundations of our life as mountains that shake. Yet with the comfort of the living God
we will not fear. Just think about that. It's not a dream. The Word of God does noitease
an!.of!1 a mirage thar will be nothing when grasped.

The Christian will have his faith shaken. He wilisometimes wonder whether He will
be able t9 k99P going to the end. Perhaps his faith will be proven false after all. God
declares that His Spirit will tfltuin despite all our fears. There ii a river the streams whereiy
make. glad the city of God. The home of the christian is where God is and His Spirit goei
at His command to bring comfo-rt and joy. The nations of the world may rave-and Ihey
do. We have seen this in our life time with Communism shouting down Christianity in
eastern Europe. But God spoke and they melted away. can we not-say, even in the midst
of turmoil, whether that be in body, circumstance or mind, that The lird of Hosts is with
us and the God of Jacob is .our refuge. Sit and think about that. Those of you who have
tasted that the Lord is gracious and found that inner strength is gained by meditation on
His Name, has he not spoken and brought calm to your troubled spirit? There is a friend
that sticketh closer than a brother.

As we look into this troubled world, and think of all the sadness, or perhaps we look
at our own smaller world and wonder how things will turn out, listen toboO as He says,
Come, behold the works of the I'ord, what desolations he has made in the earth. Gieat
men have been destroyed. Leaders of nations no longer rule but small acts of kindness
and care are still done in the midst of great sorrow. He maketh wars to cease both in
the earth and in peoples lives. He destroys the animosity of men and brings to nothing
the plots of wicked men. Stand aside and consider. Be itttl and know thai I am God.i
will be exahed among the nations and in the earth. The fool has said there is no God.
one- day we must all appear before Him. we will have no excuse. My reader you will
not be able to say that you have not known there is a God. Having read so fai in this
short article, God has already spoken to you.

Stop and consider. How are you to meet GOD? Will he scatter you as the nations? Will
He draw you to Himself, and be that help readily found? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and you will be saved, Confess your sins and trust in Him. Though your sins be as scarlet
they shall be white as snow.

SELAH bids the music rest
Pause in silence soft and blest.
SELAH bids uplift the srrain
Harps and voices tune again.
SELAH ends the vocal praise
Still your hearts to God upraise.
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"Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. Then judgment shall dwelt in the wilderness,
and righteousness remain in the fruitful field". Isaiah 32: 15-16

'' These verses at first sight seem inexplicable. Indeed, to receive their whole flavour one
needs to meditate on the whole of this wonderful chapter of prophecy. What might the
prophetic usage of this figure of speech mean? We are looking therefore for aspects which
impart to us partial understanding of eternal truths, (Jn. 3.9-13).

The Spirit, the Holy Spirit, poured out at Pentecost is poured into the wilderness of
the human heart. Prophetically the "heart" may be considered as a "field". As the Lord
Jesus said, when the gospel seed falls on the good and faithful heart, the good ground,
then is the wilderness cultivated by the Holy Spirit and it becomes a fruitful field.

This fruitful field is then counted as a forest. How so? A forest is a strong, permanent
environment, host to many other living things, but is harmless in itself. The heart cultivated
by the Spirit of God shall be as gentle, strong, and permanent as a forest, and in that
heart shall dwell right judgment, and righteousness, and these things being spiritual will
abide for ever, not terminal in death. The work of these things is peace, and their effect
quietness and assurance for ever, the eternal peace ofGod which passes all understanding.
You may suffer in this life, and have a low profile in the "hail" v.19. of the world but
you will bring forth eternal peace as the Spirit cultivates, and sows your heart with the
seed of the Gospel of Christ.

"Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that sendeth forth thither the feet of the
ox and the ass". (v.20).

D. E. Wil l iams (Abbots Langley, Herts)
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Book Reviews
Traditional Doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church Examined: C.C.J. Butlin.
72pp pbk, Protestant Truth Society. f.1.75.

New books on the Roman controversy are few and far between. Here is an attractively
produced book dealing with such themes as Papal supremacy and infallibility,
Transubstantiation, The Mass, Mariolatry, Auricular confession & c.

Mr. Butlin has devoted many years of study to the subject and takes his readers back
to authoritative Roman Catholic sources and brings such teaching to the test of Scripture.
He shows clearly that Roman in spite of apparent changes has not changed! The book
is warmly commended.

M.H.


