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Editorial
We live today in a secular society with increasing emphasis on material things and

possessions. what then should be the attitude of thJchristian in today's world?"

We must know the content of our faith - that is, we must know what we believe. One
of the greatest failings and weaknesses of many churches is the appalling ignorance of
ft: luit on the part of its members. Many are unible to give un u.*.rni of the fundamenals
of the faith. A teaching ministry was never -ot" n"Jded than today.

We must also be able to contend for the faith (see Jude 3). God's truth has continually
been assailed by error and will be to the end of time. We must bear our witness to the
unchanging truths of the Gospel, but as Matthew Henry the old commenraror savs. we
must contend "earnestly but not furiously."

Then we must communicate the faith- The problem of communication is an urgent one.
We need in other words to share the faith with others, to be able to give a rJason for
the hope that is within us (see I perer 3:15). Are we doing this?

Above all we must commend the faith by the quality of our lives. There must be no
inconsistency about us. Pgonle are quick to judge. rni r-ora Jesus said ..let your light
so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorif, your Father which
is in heaven".
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The Women at the Cross
A sermon by the Editor

"There were also women looking on afar off; among whom was Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome." Mark 15:40.

We want to consider the faithful women who were gathered at the foot of the Cross.
Hatred, bitterness and scorn were very much in evidence at Calvary, but sympathy and
love were also there, for we read that these women stood beholding afar off. Just think
of the crowds that were gathered at Calvary. There were not a few Jews present at the
Crucifixion; they were there to satisfy their fiendish craving for the Saviour's death. The
Roman soldiers were there in execution of their duty, but there was this little group of
women folk gathered there out of sheer affection for the One who hung on the central
Cross. It was a pitifully small company. There are some of them that we know by name,
it was a very small group, but the picture of the people gathered around the Cross is not
complete unless you see this little group of sorrowing women. There they were on the
outskirts of the crowd. They feared to venture into the midst of that mocking and brutal
crowd. Perhaps they were afraid and could we blame them for it was scarcely safe for
anyone to identi$ themselves with Christ that day, but they were there beholding the things
that were done. They did not know what to think, perhaps they were not capable ofthought
at that moment - they were baffled by this unprecedented scene. The crowds were there
mocking, the thieves were there taunting the Saviour, the soldiers were casting lots for
His clothing, and the hopes of these women folk were all in ruins. Their faith had received
a very severe beating but midst the turmoil of it all their love survived. Though he was
there dying, despised and rejected of men, their hearts still clung to Him, they still loved
Him. He was still to them the "Chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely
One" and it was that love of theirs that brought them to that dreadful place. It was sheer
torture to them to gaze at Christ suffering and to listen to the insults that were hurled
at Him, but love kept them rooted to the spot. Love gave them boldness and love lent
them courage. "Perfect love" we read "casteth our fear." Of course, in the strict sense
they didn't do anything, but, then, what can you do when a dear one is dying? What can
you do but just be there? But they stayed by the cross and surely that in itself must, I
think, have been a comfort to the Saviour that, in the midst of that howling frendish mob
there were those who loved Him and who were prepared to see it through to the very
end. There they stood, there they shared the shame, there they sustained Him with their
sympathy.

Let us look a little closer at this group at the Cross, and we have to say the disciples,
apart from John, were nowhere to be seen - they were conspicuous by their absence,
but look at the group of the women folk; there was Mary of Magdala or Mary Magdalene
as she is commonly known, and it was gratitude that brought Mary to the Cross because
she owed everything to the Lord. She had been redeemed by His power from the lowest
depths of hell. The Pharisees and the Scribes may hurl their scorn at Him but nothing
could dethrone Christ from the central place in her affection. Mary Magdalene was there
out of sheer gratitude. Then there was Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses,
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this James being the second Apostle of that name of the twelve. Then there was Salome
the mother of James and John. Interesting that two mothers of the Apostles were there,
and a woman who herself.was an outstanding illustration of Christ's iaving power, they
were the prominent ones in the group. If you turn to John's account you-will find thit
Mary the mother of Jesus was there. What a pathetic verse it is in John;s account! "Now
there stood by the Cross of Jesus His mother," and oh! what pathos is contained in that
verse. And then there was Mary the wife of Cleopas.

There were the five of whom we know by name, and there they were - they were
resolved to be there to the very end, to be near Him in His last s,rfferings. HerL are a
few frail women against a hostile world. They are resolved, if need be, to suffer and to
suffer reproach for Christ's sake, and their position at the Cross indicated their affection
for the Lord. Oh their fidelity to Christ had been well proved in that they had ministered
to Him of their substance, and when He came to be rejected of men tfley OiO not forsake
Him even when His own disciples forsook Him and fled. This was not the first time thev
had shown their devotion. Look again atv.4l, "Who also when He was in Galilee followei
Him, and ministered unto Him. " when our Lord took up His ministry He gave up home
and livelihood, and from the material point of view He was worse off than the biids and
the beasts, because you remember how He himself put it, "The birds of the air have nests
but the son of Man hath not where to lay His head," and during the whole period of
o9r Lord's public ministry He was humanly speaking entirely dependent on thJkindness
of friends for sustenance and support, and tlat was the task that these faithul women took
upon themselves. They ministered unto Him; they took care of His physical comfort, they
looked after His rest and His refreshment, and I think it is not too much to say that our
Lord was so absorbed in His work that He was neglecfful of Himself, because we read
this Scripture that He had no leisure so much as to eat. Now these devoted women with
gentle firmness took care of Him as a mother would take care of her son.

Just visualise then this little company of stalwarts trudging from village to village in
all kinds of weather, and how many deeds of faithful love and noble devotion are compressed
into that verse - "They ministered unto Him" and the Saviour accepted their ministry
and blessed their consecrated efforts, and He was not above accepting the love gifts of
His people, just as He willingly accepts rhem today.

This, then, is the first little group of ministering women in the Christian Church, and
they have never lacked their successors in every age. They have been one of the strengths
of_the church. "They ministered unto Him." And oh what a large concept we havi of
ministry in that little phrase, "They ministered unto Him. " There was Mary of Magdala,
the other Mary and Salome ministered to christ, and how did they do it? well, the'y jusi
attended to His needs and those of the disciples. And I want to suggest to you, Have we
not unduly, as it were, let down the word 'ministry'? we have, in u *ay, concentrated
itin one particular sphere. The preaching of the Word of God is of prirne importance.
We cannot over-estimate it, but, that is not the only kind of ministry that Christiin people
can render.

we need, I think, a wider concept of ministry. Every christian is, or ought to be, a
minister, because we believe in the priesthood of all believers. You remember how paul
when he is speaking of the Ephesus Christians says of Christ that "He has given some
Apostles and some prophets and some evangelists and some pastors and teacliers for the
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifuing of the body of Christ. ,'
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We need preachers and pastors and teachers, but they are not the only ministers, theirs
is not the only form of ministry. You see there is a gracious ministry that can be exercised
in the home in the dispensing of hospitality. There is the ministry of the personal word
which surely should be within the reach of every believer. There is the ministry of prayer,
and how important that is, there is the ministry of simple kindness. And we can still attend
to the wants of Christ as these women did. We can still minister to His necessities, for
you remember that word, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these My brethren,
ye have done it unto Me." Oh may God give us grace so to do and to act as these holy
women did. to do what we can and to render our service as unto Him.

They were at the Cross, but notice on to the end of the chapter at v.47 . And after the
Lord had breathed forth His spirit and given up the ghost, "And Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of Jesus beheld where He was laid." You see love was still there at
the very end. And what better illustration of love in action than these women folk who
watched by the Cross who previously had ministered to Him and who now followed Him
to the grave. But it didn't end there. "They watched where they had laid Him." And
then at the beginning of the next chapter note that love was still there. "They came at
the rising of the sun." This speaks of the endurance of love, and you remember how
in the Song of Solomon we read that "Many waters cannot quench love". But what deep
waters of affliction these women folk had gone through, what deep floods of sorrow had
surged up against them; amidst the wreckage and the ruin there remained only one thing
unbroken and unimpaired and that was their love, and, as a toke of their love, they brought
sweet spices to anoint the body of Jesus. "Love" you see, "never fails." It didn't fail
in life; it didn't fail in death. "Love" we read in I Corinthians 13 "endures." There
was the endurance of love.

Then there was the lavishness of love, because these women folk saw Joseph of
Arimathea and Nicodemus throw their fears to the wind and ask for the body of Jesus
and they brought we read in John's account a 100 pounds weight of myrrh and aloes,
a most generous offering. But I want you to notice this, these women folk saw all that
that Joseph and Nicodemus did but they themselves brought sweet spices. What would
Judas have said? He would have said, "Whereunto is all this waste?" but love never
calculates, it never economises, it never bargains, it gives with open hand and generous,
and love never asks what other people have done or how much they have given. Love
always want to know what it can do itself. And that was the kind of love these women
folk had, they knew all that Joseph and Nicodemus had brought, but they brought their
offering as well to add to the bounteous provision that had already been made.

Then there was one last thing. There was the endurance of love, there was the lavishness
of love and there was the eagerness of love. An interesting phrase, "they came before
the rising of the sun. " They seized their first opportunity as soon as the Sabbath day was
gone to render service to the body of Jesus. They were awake while the rest of the world
was asleep. Had they been professional embalmers, had it been just a mere matter of
business, then they would have waited until business hours had arrived, but no such thing.
Love is alway eager and always hasting. They came, then, not with hope of any reward,
but just out of sheer love, they came because their love was pure, devoted and unselfish.

As I close, what about our love? We have seen something of the love of these women
folk, the love in life, the love in death, but what about ours? Is our love as burning and
as bright as it was the day it was first kindled? Surely, we all need to say with the hymn
writer:-
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"L,ord, it is my chief complaint

That my love is weak and faint,
Yet I love Thee and adore,

Oh for grace to love Thee more."

Are there these three qualities about our love for the Lord, a LovE THAT ENDURES,
A LovE THAT IS LAVISH, A LovE THAT IS EAGER? There were rhese women
folk at the Cross. What it cost them we can never estimate, but they were there because
of their love and they showed it in every way possible. This was the great question put
to Peter after the resurrection, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?" Not 'Have you
repented?' Not 'Have you turned over a new leafl' This simple question, "Lovest thou
Mr"? It is a question He puts to every one of us today. Amen.

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

. r '

IOMESAFELY HOME

Peter was a bomber pilot flying a Lancaster plane during the Second world war. He
made many sorties over enemy country to defend the land. One time after a raid, the
navigator gave him directions for home and they set off. After a short time, Peter was
anxious about their progress.

"check that we are going in the right direction," he instructed the navigator."Yes, we are on the right course," was the reply.
Ten minutes later Peter was even more unsure.
"Double check our direction," he ordered.
"Heading straight for England," replied the navigator.
Peter's next command was to the radio operator.
"Break radio silence," he said. "Get a beam to home and check our direction."
The radio operator did this and came back with the startling news. "We will have to

make a 180 degree turn. we are on the right line but going in the wrong direction."
Peter had been right to be worried. The plane had to make a complete turn and then

head for home. Peter's Lancaster landed safely in England with only enough fuel left for
two minutes of flying time. If he had not broken radio silence when he did, the outcome
would have been disastrous.

Are we heading in the right direction in our journey of life? Are we on the way that
leads to life or on the way that leads to destruction? Sometimes it is difficult to tell. How
will we know? we have to break'radio silence' with heaven and pray to God. we must
make contact with Him to put us on the right direction. If we are out of touch with Him,
then we are heading in completely the wrong way. His message to us in his word, the
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Bible, is clear. "Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near." (Isaiah 55.6) The radio beam from heaven says, "Turn ye, turn ye, why will
ye die!"

If our lives are heading in the wrong direction, then we are living dangerously and
foolishly. If we are going in the right direction, then we are living hopefully, looking
and waiting for a better life with the Lord. This we can do by looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith.

If we make contact while we are here, where mercy is to be found, then we can be
sure of a safe home-comins to heaven at last.

PUZZLE

Who were the people who 'broke radio silence' with heaven and made the following prayers
to God.

l. Lord remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. Luke 23.

2. God be merciful to me a sinner. Luke 18.

3. O that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might
be with me and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me.

I Chronicles 4.

4. Thou art great O Lord: for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside
thee. 2 Samuel 7.

5. Hear me O Lord, hear me that this people may know that thou art the Lord God.
I Kings 8.

6. My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the Lord. 1 Samuel 2.

7. The good l-ord pardon every one that prepareth his heart to seek God.

8. Lord save me.

2 Chronicles 30.

Matthew 14.

"The plain truth is that false doctrine has been the chosen engine which Satan has
employed in every age to stop the progress of the Gospel of Christ. . . . The church which
is 'rich and increased with goods' may think it has 'need of nothing' . . . it may cry 'Peace,

peace' and flatter itself it shall see no evil. But if it is not careful about the maintenance
of sound doctrine among its ministers and members, it must never be surprised if its
candlestick is taken away".

J. C. RYle
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William King Tweedie 1803-1863
FRANCIS  COXON

William King Tweedie, was born at Ayr, 1803. son of John Tweedie and Janet King.
The family removed very early to South America, where his father became intendant of
the public gardens at Buenos Ayres. William was left under the care of a kind relative
at Maybole, where he received his early education. His parents did not return to this country,
and he never saw them again. His friend and guardian made him his heir, and he was
enabled to enter upon his studies with great advantage. He spent two sessions at the
University, Glasgow; and afterwards in Edinburgh. His University course was completed
at St. Andrews, to which his chief attraction was Dr. Chalmers, whose rare and comrnanding
genius entranced the minds of many aspiring young men. Here also he had the friendship
of Professor Ferrie, minister of Kilconquhar. While there he became tutor to the son of
Mr. Mudie of Pitmuis, and in this character travelled about fifteen months on the continent,
accompanied with his young pupil. Pitmuis is in the parish of Guthrie, where the gifted
John Bruce was then the minister, afterwards minister of Free St. Andrews, Edinburgh.
Tweedie was thus brought into close contact with one who was the means of conveying
to him those clear views and deep impressions of divine truth which he ever retained.
Some of his first earnings as a young man were expended in the purchase of copies of
Calvin's voluminous writings; and although he called no man his master on earth, he
considered that great French-born Reformer expressed the mind of God more correctly
than most of the divines of that period. His veneration for Calvin himself was affectionately
profound, and he wished much that there should be a more adequate memoir of his life
and doctrines than was then to be found. He diligently sought for information on this subject,
and had collected documents which he hoped to bring before the public. Whilst thus
employed he learned that Dr. M'Crie was engaged on a biography of Calvin, and transferred
to him the information he had obtained.

I. COMMENCEMENT OF HIS ITYIII\ISTRY
Mr. Tweedie received license to preach the gospel from the Presbytery of Arbroath

in 1828, and in 1832 was ordained as minister of the Scots Church, London Wall. When
in London, he married Miss Margaret Bell, and thus secured the blessings of a happy
domestic life. In London also, he acquired the friendship of John Macdonald who was
minister of the Presbyterian Church at River Terrace. The friendship did not terminate
after both had left London, but continued unbroken till the death of the missionary minister
of Calcutta. The reputation for intellectual power and ministerial faithfulness led to his
appointment as minister of the South Parish, Aberdeen, where his induction took place
in 1837. On the Sabbath following Dr. Duff introduced the young minister to the
congregation and preached the sermon in which Dr. Duff referred to Mr. Tweddie's "gifts

and graces, whether in the pulpit, or in the closet, at the family altar, or at the weary
pilgrim's death-bed, his walk and conversation, his outgoings and incomings." Dr. Duff
had been the firstchoice ofthe congregation, but he declined the call, because he considered
India as still his mission field.

43



44 The Gospel Magazine

U. THE DISROPTION OF 1843
In September , 1841 , the congregation of the Tolbooth Parish, Edinburgh, sustained the

loss of their minister, to which Tweedie had a call, which he accepted, and was inducted
lOth March, 1842,leaving in Aberdeen a much attached congregation. From this date
till the day of his death in 1863 he was the loved and honoured minister of the Tolbooth
Church. On 18th May, 1843 he ceased to be minister of the parish, as he, with the entire
kirk-session, and nearly all the congregation, withdrew from the Establishment and joined

the Free Church, but they retained the name, and with it, the principles which had
characterised the Tolbooth Church a long series of years. Mr. Tweedie took an active
part in the proceedings which led to the Disruption, and for many years his talents enabled
him to promote the success of the Free Church in every one of its departments.

"The Moderates, or dead-and-alive men in the Church, did not believe in the sincerity
of their evangelical brethren in uttering threats of separation; they declared with a smile
that it was a mere tiff, a gale which would soon subside. . . . Little did the Moderates
know the power of Divine grace and the loyalty of the true servants of King Jesus, or
perhaps they would not have pushed matters so far." C.H. Spurgeon. Lord Cockburn

in 1853, declared: "The time may come when the reader of Scotch history may ask what

a Moderate man was. . . . It began (speaking only of clergymen) by an early obsequiousness
to an expectant patron, probably as a tutor in his family, or in that of some of his friends.

After obtaining his living, in which the people were seldom thought of and never consulted,
he naturally subsided into an admiration of the system to which he owed his bread, and

into a general sympathy with the opinions and objects of the lairds, and of all who by
popular zeal disturbed the slumber, called his life. He might be, and often was, a truly
pious man, but he had nothing of the Solemn League and Covenant about him, and his

clay was perfectly impervious to the deep and fervid spirit, which is the soul of modern

religion. "

In May, 1843, four-hundred and seventy-four ministers of the Church of Scotland

voluntary, and under the impulse of constraining principles, made an absolute surrender

of their whole incomes, of their homes, of the churches in which they had conducted the

worship of God, - in fact of every privilege and advantage which the ministers of an

estabhJhed and endowed church could possess. One hundred and ninety-one probationers

surrendered at the same time all their hopes and expectations of succeeding to these

advantages. . . . A large number of the people of Scotland hitherto attached to the

Established Church, not merely from the congregation of the outgoing ministers, but from

every congregation in Scotland, renounced at the same time the prestige and the material

advantages ofbelonging to an established and endowed church, and deliberately set their

faces to the work of sustaining, building up, and extending the institution which they gloried

in as the Free Church of Scotland.
What a scene was the day of Disruption! As the well-known faces and forms of some

of the ablest and most eminent men that ever adorned the Church of Scotland glided out,

there glided into the front rows a small party of blighted-looking men, that contrasted

with the well-known forms of the out-going ministers, led by Drs. Welsh and Chalmers.

III. WRITINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE
In 1851, Mr. Tweedie received from St. Andrews University the degreeof Doctorof

Divinity. His writings form an important part of his life-work, and his correspondence

was very extensive. His works were numerous, included in which were: two volumes

I
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of "select Biographies," in the Wodrow Society Publications, 1842-50; "The Atonement,"
1843; "Glad Tidings of the Gospel of Peace", 1853; "Calvin and Servetus," 1846; and
the "Life of John Macdonald of Calcutta," 1849.

From the preface of the latter volume, we would quote: "The attempt to Christianize
is left to a handful of humble men, who have to resist not merely the colossal mass of
Indian superstitions, but, moreover, the frequent and flagrant ungodliness of many who
profess to hold that truth which missionaries endeavour to preach. To these antagonistic
elements with which the truth has to conflict in India, as elsewhere, we must add the hostility
of Popery as the ally of Hinduism in perpetuating idolatry. It is an instructive fact to know,
that so baneful is the influence of Romanism in Bengal that no fewer than three missionaries
of our Church, in Calcutta alone, have had to assail it in the press. Dr. Duff, by his noble
and characteristic pamphlet against the Jesuits, Rev. W. S. Mackay, by his terse and
classical publication on the same subject, and Rev. John Macdonald, in a pamphlet to
be afterwards mentioned, have all been induced to challenge Pop"ry and oppose its progress
in India; for it seeks to accomplish there what it has all but achieved in Tahiti, and will
never cease to promote until the system be utterly uprooted."

TV. HIS LATTER DAYS
Dr. Tweedie was never a robust man. He often suffered from cough, other ailments

were superadded, and he became infirm. It pleased God to withhold His blessing from
the means used for his recovery. His death-bed was a bed of suffering. He addressed striking
admonitions to some of those who were beside him. To one friend he said, "Be sure that
you have Christ." On on occasion he exclaimed, without reference to anything that had
been said either by himself or others, "There is light before the throne. " We cannot tell
certainly, but we may imagine what he meant by these words. He was in a dark valley:
all was dark except one spot, and that spot was the throne of God and the Lamb. There
was light there, and when the valley had been passed through, all was light. "Yea, though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with
me; thy rod and staff they comfort me." Psalm 23.4.

Dr. Tweedie died on the24th March, 1863, being survived by his wife, two sons, and
three daughters, and on the Saturday following his remains were laid in the Grange
Cemetery, not far from the resting-place of his revered and beloved friend Dr. Chalmers.

N.B.
W. K. Tweedie was one of the lecturers included in the volume: "The Truth of God

against the Papacy. Being a Course of lrctures on Popery 185 1 " Delivered in Edinburgh,
at the request of the Scottish Reformation Society by Drs. M'Crie (the younger); Goold;
Hetherington; Harper: Thomson (Broughton); W. L. Alexander; Tweedie; Candlish,
D. T. K. Drummond; W. Thomson; Begg, C. J. Brown.

What a galaxy of eminent ministers, of sancitied learning! When shall we see their like
again?
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The Hiding Place
ISA  A .  BUCKLEY

In the midst of the confusion, trouble, suffering, and stress of these times, the hearts
of many people long for a place of refuge, a harboui, a hidingplace. We all bear the burdens
as well as the joys of being part of the human family, and we all know that it is beyond
the power of sinful rnan to devise a true refuge.

_The Scriptures use many word pictures to describe how God "hides" His people, showing
what He Himself is to the believer. Both in Scripture and in the history of tn" Cnur"f,
we may read of the many strange ways and places in which God has hidden His beloved
ones.

Psalm 3l:20. THou \HALT HIDE THEM IN THE 9ECRET oF THy \RESENCE
FROM THE PRIDE OF MAN.

During the harsh Killing Times in Scotland, a large group of Covenanters had gathered
in a secret place that they might worship God according to their conscience. Without
yylinq, a large group of soldiers came down upon them. But at the same time a great,
thick mist enveloped them and the Lord's people slipped safety away. The Lord hid them
from the pride of man.

rsaiah 40:11. HE 9HALL FEED HIS FLocK LIKE A 9HE?HERD - AND cARRy
THEM IN HIS BOSOM.

What a wonderful hiding place! Close to His heart.

Psalm 1822. T'HE LORD IS MY RocK, AND My FoR?"REss, AND My DELIVERER.
David wrote these words when he was on the run. Saul was pursuing him, with intent

to kill him. But David knew that God was in control of his affairs, and that those who
planned his hurt must reckon with God.

David went on to become king, but Saul died afar from God.

rsaiah 5l:16. I HAVE covERED THEE IN THE sHADow oF MINE HAND.
It is the Hand that made and controls the universe that shades us and protects us. It

is the nail-pierced Hand that hold us.

Psalm 17:8. KEEP ME AS THE APPLE oF THE EyE, HIDE ME UNDER THE
SHADOW OF THY WINGS.

This speaks to us of the most loving, tender care. How carefully the eye is protected,
how strong yet soft are the wings of all the great birds.

For over twenty years Amy Carmichael was "hidden" on a bed of suffering and pain.
From that strange "hiding place", flowed her wonderful books to bless and help thouiands
even to this day.

Psalm 2725. IN TIME oF TR}UBLE HE \HALL HIDE ME IN HIS 4AVILI1N
(TENT).

A place of shelter from heat and cold. From the burning fires of care and suffering,
and the icy blasts of sorrow and grief.

During the reign of one of the worst kings this land has ever known, the Lord allowed
His dear servant John Bunyan to be "hidden" in Bedford Jail. His crime was preaching



The Gospel Magazine 47

the Gospel. From that peculiar "hiding place" came those wonderful books, Pilgrims
Progress, The Holy War, and others.

How easy and pleasant our lives are when we consider the situation in other lands. So
many of our fellow Christians suffer for their faith, yet they too will be proving their
God's "hiding places. " We do not know what awaits us, or our beloved ones, in coming
days, but all true believers can say with assurance:-

Psalm 31:15. MY TIMES ARE IN THY HAND.
Our times, lives, cares, joys, sorrows, sufferings, and our dear ones. All our whys,

and wheres, and hows, and whens, ALL are in His Hands, those Hands that still bear
the print of the nails.

What a HIDING PLACE!

A Promise to Encourage
"As thy days, so shall thy strength be". Deuteronomy 33:25

We have here both an encouragement and a tonic to help us along life's way. There
are times when we wonder what the future holds and we become apprehensive but all
misgivings are met by this promise. Each day may have its trials, difficulties and demands
but for each day there will be God's provision of strength. We are assured of a strength
which is not worn out by use.

The chapter speaks of the blessings bestowed on the Israelites by Moses before his death
- such blessings are ours in Christ - see 2. Cor. 1:20.

"Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be." Our
text says we are:

1. On a Journey. Shoes are for walking, for journeying. The idea of the Christian life
as a journey has been deeply impressed on our minds by Bunyan's "Pilgrims Progress".
Pilgrim journeyed from the city of destruction to Celestial City. Bunyan has clearly depicted
for us the various stages and experiences of life.

The Christian life is indeed a journey which begins on earth and ends in heaven. It begins
at conversion and, as far as the first stage goes, ends either at death or at the return ofChrist.

In the New Testament this idea of the Christian life being a journey is clearly taught.
Christians are spoken of as "Pilgrims and strangers on the earth" - here they have no
abiding city, they seek one that is to come. The apostle Peter, in one of his urgent appeals
to his readers, addressed them "as strangers and pilgrims . .". So we rightly sing in
one of our hymns "Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou are mighty, hold me with Thy powerful hand". Of ourselves, we
are inadequate for life's journey - we need the help of omnipotence.

2. The way is rough. The tribe of Asher, to whom this promise was given, had rocky
mountain roads to negotiate. Leather shoes would have been virtually useless and would
quickly have worn out. God most graciously provided shoes made of stouter material.

We, too, are travelling on a very rough and uncertain road. No preacher need labour
this fact, for it is self-evident. If, however, God sends us on stony paths He will provide
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us with strong shoes. He will not send us on a journey for which He does not equip us.
Weary days need plenteous grace; our strength will be equal to the demands made upon it.

Life's journey can be a very rough one, we are constantly beset by trials of one kind
or another. God never promised that it would be otherwise. The Psalmist discovered that
"many are the afflictions of the righteous". Our Lord warned His disciples ''in the world
ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world."

If you are experiencing the roughness of the way don't lose heart - "it is the way the
Master went; should not the servant tread it still?".

3. One step at a time. Our text speaks of living aday a time - "as thy days. . . ."
It is a merciful providence that we live only one day at once. If we knew all that is in
store for us the burden would be insupportable - we should crack under the strain. Immense
fears would beset us and we should be overcome. We are taught to pray "give us this
day our daily bread" and trust to God with tomorrow. Grace, too, will be dispensed to
us only on a daily basis.

On life's rough way we have to learn to go a step at a time. We travel under sealed
orders but we have nothing to be afraid of. We must not try and peer into the veiled and
distant future, we must endeavour to do what the Lord exhorts us to do "take no thought
for the morrow". He bids us not to be anxious but to exercise faith. It is possible to leave
tomorrow in His hands with a quiet heart.

If at present life is especially rough for you, remember that life is very much a journey
and that if you keep going the scenery is sure to change.

"As thy days, so shall thy strength be." Here we have:

(a) A wetl-guaranteed promise. It is good to remind ourselves that not one word of
God can fail. Believers in every age have proved this promise to be true - we can rest
upon it, it will never fail; it is indeed a blessed promise.

O) An extensive promise. God has promised to give strength to match each and every
demand that is made upon us. He undertakes to give strength in proportion to our work.
He does not deal out His gifts sparsely - He gives more than we can ask or think. The
apostle Paul rested on a promise that met his urgent need - "My grace is sufficient for
thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness".

How wonderful then is the Lord's promise. We shall do well to lay hold of it and claim
it for ourselves. Only those who wait upon the Lord renew their strength. Of ourselves
we are quite inadequate for the demands and pressure of life today, but we can prove
that "our sufficiency is of God".

"He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater.
He sendeth more strength when the labours increase,
To added affliction he addeth more mercy,
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace."

M.H.
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No Ordinary Man
Dav id  A l f r ed  Doudnev  18 ' l  1 -1893

The longest serving editor of the Gospel Magazine, David Alfred Doudney was born
at Portsea on 8th March 1811. He was destined to have a long and effective ministry both
in the pulpit and by the use of the pen.

An elder brother gave him a copy of Philip Doddridge's "Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Soul". God used this book to bring him to saving faith in Christ. He said after
reading it "the weight of sin on my conscience was like a mill stone" but he continued
"in the most unlooked for and altogether unexpected way, these most suitable and timely
and gracious words were spoken to my heart, with a power which I can never describe:
"Son, be of good cheer, thy sins, which are many, are forgiven thee". Oh, the light,
the love, the joy, the holy heavenly transport which instantly flowed into my soul."

MARRIAGE
He was first married in 1 834 to Miss Mary Jane Draper daughter of the Rev. Dr. Draper

of Southampton. He said of her at the time "truly she is all I could wish for, a kind
companion, a tender and affectionate partner and a frugal wife". The marriage proved
to be a very happy one but it was of short duration for she died after only seven years
in 1841. Miss Draper inherited some of the literary tastes of her father and she was herself
the authoress of a book entitled "The Breakfast Table Companion", a compilation of choice
pieces for Christian daily reading.

He married for the second time in 1842. His bride was Miss Eliza Durkin of Southampton
- "a devoted Christian woman of steadfast principles and firm courage". They had nine
children.

PRINTER
By training and profession David Doudney was a printer. Even when in later life and

he was active in the ministry the knowledge he had acquired was put to good use. He
wrote "my love for printing has followed me through life from my very boyhood. It clings
to me still. The sound of a printing machine whilst in operation is like music in my ears. "

It was while he owned the City Press in London that he first became acquainted with
William Hill Collingridge who was so long connected with the Gospel Magazine.
Collingridge's father was anxious to place his son, then a youth of 17 years, with a reputable
firm of printers. The friendship thus begun lasted for more than fifty years. Doudney wrote
"when at length I resolved to withdraw from business operations altogether, I looked around
and duly considered the claims of each in the establishment to whom to offer the business.
The choice fell upon him."

TIIE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Doudney wrote "it was whilst carrying on business in 1840 that I became connected

with the Gospel Magazine. I used to pass the old publishing office on my way to and from
the city. Hearing of the death of the venerable Walter Row, who had conducted it for
44 yearc, I called one morning to enquire about its future and was told that it had just
been disposed of to the Rev. Bagnall Baker, who was then a West End clergyman, and
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a most popular preacher. Such however, were his high church sympathies, that the old
editor, talking to him about them said, 'You conduct the Magazine! Why, if you had it,
you would not retain it for six months!'. It was a true prophecy, for he only kept it for
five months. I then purchased the copyright from him at the same price which he had
given for it. I had then thought of asking my dear nephew John Lane to edit it; but when
the purchase was concluded I said one day to my cousin George 'I have bought the copyright
of the Gospel Magazine; what shall I do about editing it? ''Edit it yourself ' was his reply.
I do not know that I had such a thought until it was this suggested to me".

Doudney adopted the same policy as the first editor in l'174 "to waive minor
considerations as to Church and Dissent and to recognise as brethren and to hold out the
right hand of fellowship to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth."

So he took up his pen to write, little did he think he would be writing and editing for
so many years. His first effort caused him much concern. Writing many years later he
wrote "well do I remember, although at this distant day, the early spring morning when
I wrote the opening address. This passage is fresh in my recollection - 'it matters not
how weak the instrument, if God the Holy Ghost is pleased to make use of it and simply
looking up to Him for His divine teaching, we take this our first step in a path, the difficulties
and discouragements attendant on which, He only fully knows. We contemplate many
difficulties and discouragements, but hoping we have His sanction in the work in which
we are about to be engaged, we look to Him for the fulfilment of His promise 'I will
instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go, and I will guide thee with
Mine eye'; 'Go, and I will be with thy mouth, and will teach thee what thou shalt say' ".

THE MINISTRY
For so long as twenty years David Doudney had been exercised about the ministry.

When he was thirty four by kind providence he met with Dr. Robert Daley, Bishop of
Cashel when he was over in London. This was to lead to the fulfilment of his calling to
the ministry of the Gospel.

In 1846 he was obliged to dispose of his printing business and was ready to undertake
other work. He began to study the New Testament in Greek. Some eighteen months had
passed since his interview with Bishop Daley when again in London suggested he go to
Templemore, Co. Tipperary and at the end of three or four months if he promised usefulness
in the ministry that he would ordain him.

The population of Templemore was 30[0,75% of which were Roman Catholics. In
many districts people depended almost entirely on potatoes for food and when it suddenly
and unexpectedly failed they were reduced to starvation. "They died on the roads and
they died in the fields, they died on the mountains and they died in the glens. It is thought
that some 200.m0 died at that time from absolute starvation." Coffins could not be
procured, in some cases bodies were buried close at hand. Doudney gladly assisted in
the relief work.

ORDAINEI)
, David Doudney was ordained in June 1847 by Robert Daley, Bishop of Cashel in

Waterford Cathedral. Daley was a true man of God who took a deep interest in his clergy

being very kind hearted and hospitable to them. He held monthly meetings for prayer,
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consultation and Bible study. He suffered from a speech impediment in ordinary
conversation but not in preaching.

Doudney was appointed curate of Bonmahon, a village on the coast of County Waterford.
When he first saw the place he was "perfectly subdued at beholding the f,rlth, the
wretchedness and the misery that presented itself on every hand."

A rebellion occurred in Ireland in 1848 and was the cause of much anxiety to him, not
least because in his area the Protestants were threatened with massacre. Some Protestants
fled to England taking ship from Waterford. At the height of the troubles he preached
that Sunday morning from 2 Chronicles 2O:12 "O our God, wilt thou judge them? for
we have no might against this great company that cometh against us, neither know we
what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee". He commented "I shall not readily forget the
solemnity of those moments, standing it might be before a doomed people". He was much
comforted by the lines:

"Plagues and deaths around me fly,
Till He bids I cannot die,
Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit"

Doudney showed remarkable courage meeting the fear of would be assassins with perfect
equanimity. In the goodness of God the emergency passed and he was able to concentrate
on the work to which he had been called.

PRINTING
One of the most important periods of his life were his labours in Ireland and not least

his printing work. He opened a printing school for poor boys in 185 I . He had long cherished
the wish to reprint nine thick quarto volumes of Dr. Gill's Commentary. He mentioned
the matter in the Gospel Magazine only to meet with considerable discouragement. One
friend spoke of it as a 'Perilous undertaking' . However he persevered. Three compositors
and one pressman were engaged in the work which was violently attacked in the Roman
Catholic press. The work itself took two years. Twenty five tons of paper were used to
produce 2,500 sets of 6 volumes each. This was a remarkable feat especially considering
the isolated position of Bonmahon and the work force available. The printing of the
Commentary involved much hard work and gave him much anxiety. On one occasion he
worked as late as 3am on the project.

This was followed by 2500 copies of Dr. Gill's Sermons upon the Canticles; 5000 copies
of Hawker's Morning and Evening Portions; 3000 copies of Benjamin Keats "Key to Open
Scripture Metaphors"; Harts Hymns and Rutherford's Letters.

Amongst the books which I greatly prize is a copy of Hawker's "Portions" which was
printed at Bonmahon. The Preface reads "it will be gratifying to the believing reader to
reflect that in a very retired village on the sea coast of Ireland where the darkness,
superstition and bigotry of Popery prevail to an almost inconceivable degree, an edition
of 5000 copies of this invaluable work has passed through the press . . . may this new
edition of the writings of that eminently blessed servant of God go forth under the gracious
sanction and approval of a covenant God and Father in Christ Jesus".

The Gospel Magazine was printed in Bonmahon for between four and five years. The
illustrated periodical "Old Jonathan" was commenced in the Industrial School in
Bonmahon.
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MORE PERSECUTION
In 1857 fierce persection arose in the locality of Bonmahon. A Roman Catholic man

attended Doudney's meetings and hid behind a curtain so that he might not be seen and
yet hear the message. When it was discovered he dared not remain in Ireland for fear
of his life and was sent to London. All the blame was laid on Doudney who encountered
a series of threats and annoyances. He was burned in effigy and received anonymous letters
one of which read: "Mister Doudney, Have your coffin made and your grave dug for
our hands will wash in your blood. Your well wisher, An ignorant lrishman".

Doudney lived in an area where cold blooded murders were being constantly perpetrated.
"It was really alarming" he wrote "to look out of the windows on a moonlight night
or on an early summer's morning and see as we have seen, strange and villanous looking
men prowling about the house". He had to contend with positive threats to his life, not
just what were known as "altar denunciations" by the local priest.

RETURN OF ENGLAND
Indications were not wanting that the time had come to relinquish the work in Bonmahon.

One of the reasons for leaving Ireland was that the Industrial school could only be maintained
by a continual supply of work and work was very difficult to obtain. Wages and materials
and rent amounted to f2000 per year - a large sum in those days.

Dr. Doudney returned to England in 1858 after a ministry of eleven and a half years.
A waiting period followed and then he was appointed to the newly formed parish of St.
Luke, Bedminster, Bristol. He was to minister there for some thirty years. There was
no building of any kind when he went to Bedminster so he had to be responsible for the
erecting of a temporary church in which to minister. At the opening of this church he
preached from Haggai 2:9 "ln this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts". Much
blessing attended the work and the attendance was so great that a thousand people were
packed into the church on Sunday evenings many going away for want of room. Doudney
commented "the Lord is found in our midst".

A prayer meeting was held at 6am when as many as 3(X) were gathered together. Doudney
prayed "Oh Lord in these solemn and eventful days grant a revival in our midst". He
was indeed a man of prayer. We find him praying "keep me humble, contrite, broken
at thy footstool. Help me to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ and to publish
abroad thy wonderful name".

The permanent church was opened in 1861, it accommodated 1200 and cost fll,0(n.
At Bedminster he was responsible for erecting the schools, vicarage, mission hall and
soup kitchen. This was money raised and the buildings erected in an incredibly short space
of time. At the opening of the new St. Luke's he prayed "Oh Holy Ghost let thy blessed
power be felt in a remarkable way, Give light, love and liberty, thine own dew be
experienced and when thou shalt at last number up thy people, may it be said that 'this

and that man was born there' ".

WRITINGS
David Doudney certainly had the pen of a ready writer (R. 45.1). The list of his published

books, pamphlets and tracts in addition to the periodicals which he edited is a long one.
He was in the habit of rising early and writing rapidly during the quiet hours before

the ordinary engagements of the day began. He used to have the study fire laid overnight
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so that it might be quickly lit in the morning. He made the best use of the passing moment
and kept a note book in his pocket and jotted down every incident of importance or fresh
thoughts which occurred to him.

One of his last tracts had the striking title "A King's son went to mend shoes". It was
the account of a Christian cobbler, a true son of the King of kings. Another tract was
entitled "Heart Breathings and Musings". Those perhaps longest remembered are
"Sympathy" and "Walks and talks with Jesus" - the latter was suggested to him when
visiting a poor dying man. It was made remarkably useful, some 209,000 copies being
printed and translated into German and other languages.

Another of Doudney's publications was "Old Jonathan", this was begun when at
Bonmahon and combined sound religious teaching with interesting reading. It was thought
that such a periodical would be accepted and read when perhaps a tract would be rejected
or left unread. The venture was very successful and the magazine had a large circulation,
no less than 7 million copies were circulated in the first 20 years of its existence. He
continued editing Old Jonathan until his death.

FAMILY TRIALS
One of the penalties of a long life is that of outliving relatives and friends. Dr. Doudney

was one of a large family but all its members passed away before him. He felt their loss
keenly.

He was no stranger to sorrow within his own immediate family. Two of his children
from his first family died within a few hours of each other; the following month his wife
died from consumption. He was to lose three other children over the years.

His second wife died suddenly in 1868 when he was himself recovering from an accident.
She had suffered from heart trouble for some time but it was not considered serious. He
felt the loss deeply.

One son was wayward and caused his father much concern at times. His youngest son
Arthur was presumed lost in the South Pacific. David Doudney's grief was the more intense
because every effort to discover what had actually happened was in vain. He strove not
to murmur and sought to say with Job "The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord".

All these sorrows served to enrich his ministry and enabled him to speak in depth to
those to whom he ministered. He did not however become morose as a result of his trials.
Indeed he had a keen sense of humour. He thoroughly enjoyed an amusing story. When
he heard one he would often repeat it afterwards or request that it might be repeated.

STYLE OF PRBACHING
Dr. Doudney was a preacher of note and one who preached with power. He not only

divided the subjects of his sermons clearly but also used alliteration thus making them
easy to remember. To give but one example when preaching on Isaiah 30: 1 8, 19 ' 'Therefore

will the Lord wait, that He may be gracious unto you; blessed are all they that wait for
him" - his divisions were - Delay; Design and Declaration.

He intensely loved and faithfully preached the Word of God, his one theme was the
Lord Jesus Christ. He knew something of soul travail in connection with the ministry,
he spoke of feeling as weak and powerless as a babe in prospect of ascending the pulpit,
yet he preached from a full heart.



- 
34 The Gospel Magazii?

DEATH
David Doudney died 2lst April 1893 after a short illness. The funeral service was at

St. Silas Church, Southsea. The Rev. J.C. Martin so long Incumbent of the Circus Church,
Portsmouth officiated, who in the course of his address said "The Lord's servant just
gone from us was no ordinary man and the post he filled was of unusual import. He
was a noble standard bearer wielding the sword of the Spirit bravely and fearlessly . . .
he knew nothing of compromise where the truth and honour of God were involved. . . .
He was unswerving in his determination to maintain inviolate and intact the truth as it
is in Jesus".

Dr. Doudney's eldest son, the Rev. D.A. Doudney rector of Ore, Hastings read the
lesson and in his address referred to the deceased as "one of the best of fathers and one
of the most kind hearted and sympathetic of friends and one of the most unselfish of men.
We may praise the Lord for him today, praise Him for his simple, earnest faith, which
never wavered all through his long life. He was naturally of a somewhat timid and nervous
disposition but his faith never wavered in the Divine Word as being the very Word of
God - in the faithfulness, love and power of a Triune Jehovah - in the preciousness
and reality of the covenant made with His people, 'ordered in all things and sure' and
in the fulfilment of all His promises, for time and eternity.

"It is most strange that throughout his long life, although he could show remarkable
courage at times, meeting the daggers of would be assassins with the most perfect equanimity
and facing death, when suddenly brought face to face with it by accident, without the
slightest semblance of misgiving yet, from some cause or other, he was habitually afraid
of, and shrank from, the very thought of death. But when his end drew near, how did
he meet it? As calmly and collectedly as if he were just to lie down to rest. He arranged
all his affairs, even expressing his wishes respecting the ceremony which is being conducted
today, he gave directions and messages to the dear ones whom he was so soon to leave
behind him; he wrote a last leading article for the Magazine which he edited continuously
for so many - even 53 - years, from the significant words, "these all died in faith,
not having received the promises, but were persuaded of them, and embraced them" and
then he laid aside his pen and calmly laid himself down to die.

"Here are only the remains of the poor body, worn by the travail of eighty two years.
He sleeps in Jesus, and will awake - oh! what an awakening - to be for ever with his
Lord. He has done with sorrow and tears, pain, sickness, danger and death and he has
entered into the joy of his Lord, fulness of joy and pleasure which are to be for evermore".

So passed from this earthly scene a man of remarkable geniality, spirituality and unfailing
kindness. He was a Barnabas who continually sought to encourage others. By any standard
a remarkable man because divine sovereignty was so clearly evident in his life. J.C. Martin
was surely right when he described him as "no ordinary man".

M.H.
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Dr. Doudney's Golden Jubilee
George Cowell

(from the Gospel Magazine 1890)

We praise God that, for so many years, Dr. Doudney has been kept in the good old
paths of Gospei verity and truth and now, in the fifty years' editorship of the Gospel
Magazine, which he completes this month, one thing I feel especially thankful for - namely,
that the Captain of our salvation has guided his bark from the dangerous rocks of
controversy. . . . What we want, and which has been preserved to us in its pages by our
dear Editor, is the power and preciousness of the Gospel - the best possible way of
"Keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. " I am one also with our dear friend
in his expression, "Not the veriest shade of credit or praise belongeth to me. No, in no
wise. To God be all the glory!" To the mind of the writer, the doctrine of free-will rewards
is a maze - that some, on account of their work here, will gain brighter and better places
in heaven than others. No, No. All crowns, I feel persuaded, will be cast by God's sanctified
and redeemed ones at their Redeemer's feet. "Crown Him, crown Him, Lord of all!"

I find, by reference to my diary, that it was in the year 1844 that I became first acquainted
with my beloved brother in Christ, Dr. Doudney, then Mr. Doudney, Printer and Publisher,
City Press, Aldersgate Street, London, and I have therein noted that, when I first called
upon him, I was handed into a small anteroom, where Satan set in upon me for my
presumption, intimating what a fool I was - a perfect stranger. I should surely be brought
to confusion. But it was far otherwise. I had not been in the dear man's company five
minutes when all fears vanished, and I soon felt we were brothers in the best sense of
the word. One thing I remember - namely, that although our friend was deeply immersed
in business life, and surrounded by books, papers and office lore, his converse partook
more of heaven than earth, and the bent of his desires was evidently the ministerial work
in which he has been so long an eminent servant of the Lord. Little did I think, however,
that our pleasurable interview would be followed by my becoming a persistent helper of
my brother in his important work in connection with the Gospel Magazine. And here I
might mention that I began to write my "Wayside Notes" in the year 1850 - ten years
after our friend and brother had taken up the Editor's pen - and I reckon, during the
forty years that I have continued, with scarcely any interruption, his correspondent, I must
have written upwards of five hundred articles - most of them twenty-eight pages of
manuscript paper, and I believe I am right in saying that never during that long period
of lengthened writing has the dear Editor run his pen through a single line. This at once
shows the unanimity of feeling, experience, and divine teaching existing between us.

And then, referring to the lengthened labours of our dear friend, to my mind one of
the most interesting periods of his life is the work he carried on for so many years on
the south coast of Ireland - during the famine scenes of 1850 and 1851, I think. Oh,
it was a marvellous, self-denying labour! We do well, in its contempation and remembrance,
"to honour the face of the old man."

In conclusion, I would say that I am thankful for the pleasant and spiritual relations
that have been so long maintained between us. I believe it is of the grace and goodness
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of our God, and that we have but one aim in view, and shall have to the end - namely,
to profit and comfort God's people, and the glory of the name of Jesus. May He, in the
goodness of His will, spare our dear brother to us and the Church of God a little longer,
and then receive him, at the appointed time, to Himself in the heavenly home. "Thou

shalt honour the face of the old man . thou shalt love him as thyself." (Leviticus
l9:32-34)

Editor's Note
Mr. cowell was the writer of wayside Notes for some 40 years. He succeeded Dr.

Doudney as editor for a short period before he himself was cailed Home.

The Apostle's Confidence
D.  A .  DOUDNEY

"Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
performit (or as it has it in the margin) 'willfinish it') until the day of Jesus Christ."
Philippians 1:6.

Do observe that this statement of the Apostle's is grounded on his feeling for his brethren.
When we do not seem able to pray for ourselves - we are so callous, so cold, so dead
- if we can begin to think of others, and begin to say something to the Lord for them,
we shall have something to say for ourselves afterwards. It is well when we are in that
state - though it may seem a contradiction - to think of offering praise and gratitude;
but a little reflection on the past - a calling to remembrance when we come to compare
the past with the present - proves it was the Lord alone that delivered us. We are so
prone to think that the present sulpasses the past. We think we have arrived at such a
state we have never before arrived at. That is a mistake. If we were not so forgetful -
if we could have a vivid recollection of the past - we should find that even then we were
just as unable to see a way of escape.

Moreover, now we have so much added to our experience, if we could look at matters
from that point of view. I am not the one to compliment you on your poor fallen nature.

I remember once my late dear brother-in-law and myself preached at a church near
Plymouth - he one part of the day, and I the other. The comment afterwards upon the
part of the Incumbent was, "What could have induced me to ask those two to preach?
They have knocked down in one day all that I have been endeavouring to build up these
twenty years." Another comment upon my preaching was - "He knocks a man down
and then picks him up again." That is just what I want to do - to knock away every
inch ofground, all your hopes and expectations for eternity, which are founded upon the
works of the creature, and then God forbid that I, as His servant, should leave you there.
Oh no! "The Lord killeth, and maketh alive; He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth
up." He "lays low, and sets among princes."

We live in awful times. Only this very day I was told of one very near and dear to
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me being remonstrated with upon the folly of entertaining @rtain doctrines. She was laughed
at for believing the doctrine of two natures. The spread of error in our day is very solemn.
Standing, as I feel I do, on the threshold of eternity, I should wish to set before you that
which is in perfect harmony with God's Word. I said, in reply to the assertion referred
to just now, "What does she think of the words of the Apostle, "For we that are in this
tabernacle do groan, being burdened"; "I find another law in my members."

For what proportion of time is God in our thoughts? If we could analyse our thoughts
for one day, in what proportion is God in our thoughts? And then, if we could analyse
our thoughts in the time we are thinking of God, are we thinking of Him independently
of ourselves, our necessities, our cares, our wants? We think of Him because we want
something of Him. Hence how often our wants are not spiritual wants.

What does the Apostle mean by "being confident"? The sweet assurance - the
freedom from any sense of misgiving. "That He which hath begun a good work." In
what consists a beginning of that good work? A knowledge of sin - a knowledge of the
fact, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." The contention,
the disparity between the flesh and the Spirit - between the old and the new natures.
"For the good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I would not, that I do" - Paul
of the earth - Paul of the flesh. "I find another law in my members. " An insight into
this - a personal, practical knowledge of this - the ability to distinguish this - is
inseperably connected with the beginning of the work of God. Whatever your trials or
cares, you had far better have to contend with them than be under such a Satanic influence
- far better to be under the scourge, under the trials - far better to have war moment
by moment with the devil - than to be under the influence of him who verily is
"transformed as an angel of light." Think of the words:-

"T:tfr: 
ti:""*ffi:TH;::l

Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keeP me there."

In after days you will see how needful were all the trials. "Being confident of this very
thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it." It is absolutely
necessary that it should be so, for, as no man can quicken, so no man can keep alive his
own soul. The bestowment of a grain of grace is the forerunner, the earnest, of what is
to follow. The cry, "God be merciful to me a sinner." "Lord, save, or I perish". All
are earnests or proofs or pledges that all needful grace shall be bestowed. There is nothing
in the creature that has been bestowed in the past that shall deliver in the present or future.
It must be more grace, given by the God of all grace. Not a bestowment once for all.
It is daily grace for daily needs - grace upon grace. The most highly privileged among
God's children cannot be trusted. It is only for us to contemplate the histories of God's
people left on record in the Scriptures, or those of our own time, and to consider ourselves
to be at a point about this. The Lord cannot trust us. It must be just this measure of grace
sufficient.

"He which hath begun a good work will perform (finish) it."
By faith we realise the fact. He will give more grace; He will not forsake us. He is

far better acquainted with our position than we are. He knows the depths of our hearts.
He adapts His grace to our needs. "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days,
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so shall thy strength be." It is not for us to be looking for a stock in hand. Our children
do not ask us for a supply of food to last them a week. Oh what lessons are these home-
lessons! Yet are we not guilty of that folly with our Father? Do we keep in view, ..Give
us this day our daily bread"? Though not in so many words, do we not virtuaily say,"Give me this week what I shall want. Give me for this month all I shall require"f 

'
"His bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sure." Note that - ..waters". Give

me an instance that clashes with the Psalmist's declaration, "I have not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. " I am ashamed of myself that I should evJr yield
to doubting, after the many years' proof I have had of the Lord's faithfulness. 1nnt of
this touching appeal - "when I sent you out without scrip or purse, lacked ye anything?"
This cuts me through and through, when the Lord applies it io my soul. And this too -"Is this thy kindness to thy Friend?"

"Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it. " Now it is absolutely necessary that God should finishhe work. We cannot
contribute a single thought to the work. As He began, He must carry on. why was the
Apostle so confident? Because he knew the Lord's character was involved in ii - ..For
My name's sake." His confidence was grounded upon what the Lord had done. ..For
whatsoever things were wriften aforetime were written for our learning, that we, through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope." And do yo=u think paul could
have written the l lth of Hebrews if his thoughts were not, "How true the Lord has been
to His word?" "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off."

_ 
"He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. "

To what day did he refer? To the day when Christ should come to be glorified with
His saints - to the day to which christ refers when He says, ..In My Fither's house
are many mansions; if it were not so I would have told you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that w-here I amj there
ye may be also." This is "the day of Jesus christ." "They shall be Mine in the day when
I make up my jewels. " "Father, here am I and the children which rhou hast given Me.',
The day when there shall be a number whom no lnan can number round the thione. "God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." The day to which Christ is looking forward
- "Father, I will that those whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I im." The
day every quickened sinner shall see and wiil f,ave part in. Christ and His people shall
be one at home - Christ the head, and His members the mystical body. The glorious
scene in which the weakest, the frailest, the most feeling unworthy, will have their part,
in that last great day when Christ shall sit upon His Throne - that indescribable siene
through the blissful ages of eternity.

From our Post Bag
"Please convey to the Trustees and Editor my thanks for maintaining a consistently

high standard of publication in this day of much wood, hay and stubbl;. My wife ani
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Pharaoh's Hardened Heart
NOTES OF A SERMON preached by Dr. Doudney

April 3rd 1887.

"And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pfuiraoh; and the Inrd hardened
Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land. "

Exodus II:10

"And the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart. " This is one of the charges brought against
God in these days, when His justice, His love, His prudence are called in question and
men say, "If God hardened Pharaoh's heart, was it his own fault? Is it fair that he should
suffer for what he could not help?" In other words, they make God the Author of sin.
Fearful indeed is such arguing. What do the words mean? Simply this - God left Pharaoh
to himself. And I tell you such is the sinful nature we have inherited that there is no sin
which you and I should not commit if left of God. I love the testimony of old John Bradford,
who, upon seeing a poor man going by to be hanged, said, "There goes John Bradford
but for the grace of God." But had not Pharaoh a conscience? Yes. God has implanted
a conscience in every human heart. I believe you will find that every sinner will tell you
(unless he has become fearfully hardened) "I knew it was wrong, but I did it in spite
of the warnings of conscience. " I can truly say there is no Scripture that makes me more
tremble than, "Ephraim is turned unto idols; let him alone."

Note the cautions given to Pharaoh by Moses and Aaron before the various judgments
came upon him. You remember when Moses and Aaron first stood before Pharaoh, they
shewed signs which gave unmistakeable proof that they were divinely sent. Perhaps, when
the magicians were able to perform the miracle, in imitation of them, Pharaoh may possibly
have become ensnared. But now set in contrast this statement, "And the magicians did
so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not; so there were lice upon
man and upon beast. Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God.
And Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had
said." Exodus 8, 18, 19. Remember, this was only the third visitation. Put this by the
side of Pharaoh's words, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel
go? I know not the Lord neither will I let Israel go." It did not suffice that he would
not hearken to Moses and Aaron, but he also refused to heed his own servants.

Again, in only one or two cases was there no warning given. In each instance besides,
there was a season given for reflection, for repentance. Not only did Moses say, time
after time, what should be on the morrow, but in each case his word was fulfilled. Pharaoh.
therefore, had not the chance of saying, "Oh it has not come to pass! They are false
prophets." No, each threatening was fulfilled.

There was also another very significant fact - "And the hail smote throughout all
the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every
herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field. Only in the land of Goshen, where
the children of Israel were, was there no hail." Exodus9:�25,26. Don't you think Pharaoh
knew this? Don't you think he inquired what was going on in Goshen? Should not this
have made him pause and consider?
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"And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned

this time: the Lord is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. " Exodus 9:21 . Therc
we have proof that Pharaoh had a conscience, and I firmly believe that every son and
daughter of Adam at last will have to acknowledge that "the Lord is righteous."

"It is enough. " Exodus 9,28. Ah! have not you and I said this, when under the pricking
thorn or heavy burden? And we have promised to do this or that under pressure. Have
we kept our promises? Irt conscience speak. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are becoming new." 2 Cor.5,17. Have
the ''old things" passed away with us? Are all things new? Do we hate those things which
once we loved, and love those which we once hated?

"And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad
my hands unto the Lord; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail;
that thou mayest know how that the earth is the Lord's" Exodus 9:29. Mark the straight-
forwardness of Moses. Who was Moses? Only a poor fallen creature like ourselves, but
now - I was going to say - endued with omnipotent power, and declaring, "I will spread
abroad my hands unto the Lord, and the thunder shall cease. " Ah, but observe his jealousy
for the Lord. He did not want to take any credit himself, "That thou mayest know that
the earth is the Lord's. " I love to see the desire that the crown should be set on the right
Head.

Is not this solemn? "But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear
the Lord God. " Exodus 9,30. I feel as if I would rather sit down and reflect, than attempt
to speak on it. See how God showed, in the case of Moses, what He could accomplish
by one who was so weak, so timid. Ah! we are never so "strong in the Lord" as when
we are weak in self never so mighty as when we feel most feeble and unworthy. This
is how God makes His power to be known.

Do we not see how Moses understood the character of Pharaoh? "And Moses went
out ofthe city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the Lord; and the thunders
and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the earth." Exodus 9,33. Consider
Moses going forth from Pharaoh, spreading his hands before God, and Jehovah hearing
the prayer ofHis creature, and the thunder and hail ceasing - calm and quiet following.
A marked contrast indeed! Should we not have expected Pharaoh to say, "This is the
voice of God. I must yield"? But mark - "And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the
hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and
his servants. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children
of Israel go; as the Lord had spoken by Moses." Exodus 9,34,35.

Trial of itself does not soften. I unhesitatingly say that sorrow, affliction, calamity,
distress, does not leave a man where it found him. If it does not soften, it hardens. I presume
you all know something of trial, affliction, disappointment? Can you say, "Before I was
afflicted, I went astray, but now have I kept Thy Word?" This is a universal testimony,
andeverychi ldof  Godmustsay,  sooneror later ,  "Hehasdoneal l th ingswel l . "  How
often have I put the question to the tried and tempted, "Have you any fault to find with
God?" and the answer has always been, "No; Ah, no!"

There is one fact I would seek to impress on you - not merely the diversity and variety
of the plagues, and the cautions beforehand as to what was to take place, but also the
comparatively short time in which the plagues were sent. By looking at the margins of
your Bible, you will see that all came within a year, so there was hardly a pause to
furnish the excuse, "Oh it was such a long time ago!"

I
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one more thought. Though nearly every plague was to come on "the morrow", giving

lime for thought, reflection, repentance yet I think if you read the l lth chapter unO ttrE
28th and 29th verses of the tenth chapter. you will see there was no such time granted
in the case of the firstborn being slain. I think you will see that Moses did not see Pharaoh
again, as he had declared he would not, nor was there any warning given of this last and
most dreadful visitation.

what are we to learn? why this, I think, that, if the Lord has given warning upon
warning, caution upon caution, and they are disregarded, at the last He ceases to warn,
and His visitation comes suddenly. Not one of the plagues so came home to the Egyptians
as the death of the firstborn, and, as far as word of mouth from Moses to pharaoh was
concerned, there was no warning given. what are we to learn, "He, that, being often
reproved, and hardened his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy. "
Do we not read the words of the Master that "He will come in a day when we look not
for Him, and in an hour when ye think not?"

"Before The Lord"
H.  J .  W.  LEGERTON

The strange history of Elijah's collapse and depression, following his triumphant
experience on Mount Carmel (l Kings 19) is well known. It is significant that God impelled
him to go all the way to Horeb; significant because of its associations - undoubtedly familiar
to Elijah.

VOCATION: It was to Horeb that Moses went and it was there that God spoke to him
out of the burning bush, giving him his commission to deliver the children of Israel from
their bondage (Exodus 3:2,10). Perhaps this place, speaking of Vocation, would remind
Elijah of his calling. How necessary it is for all believers, when tempted to give up in
the midst of discouragement and depression, to remember our calling to follow and serve
our Lord.

PRO\fISION: As the Lord provided sustenance for Elijah by means of the ravens, surely
he would remember that it was here that, at the command of God, Moses smote the rock
and water came out so that the people could drink (Exodus 17:6). we often complain,
as the Israelites and Elijah himself did, forgetting that the Lord is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we can ask or think.

COVENANT: It was at Horeb that the Lord made a covenant with Israel, the ark being
symbolic of it. Elijah must have been aware of the comparatively recent reference to this
at the dedication of the temple ( I Kings 8:9) and so been made to recollect the faithfulness
of the covenant-keeping God. How much more should we, who are by grace under the
new covenant in Christ, be mindful of the faithfulness of our heavenly Father.

Despite the recollections which Horeb brought, Elijah still bemoaned his case until, having
been so ordered by the Lord, he "stood upon the mount before the Lord. And behold
the Lord passed by." Let us notice the phenomena which occurred.

t l
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Firstly: "agreat and strong wind." There were times when the tord did manifest Himself
in the wind. As, for instance, at the Red Sea, when, as Moses sang, (Exodus: 15: l0) '.Thou

didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them . . . " So the wind here meant deliverance.
or again in Numbers 11:31, we read "And there went forth a wind from the Lord and
brought up quails", and so the people had food divinely provided. We are reminded too
that, on the day of Pentecost, "suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind . . . and they were filled with the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:2). This wind meant
POWER.

In Elijah's case, "But the Lord was not in the wind."
secondly: "anearthquake". TheprophetJoel, speakingoftheclimaxoftheages, says:"the Lord shall utter His voice and the heavens and the earth shall shake". The horrors

of earthquakes will be little in face of the Day of Judgement. How solemn the moment
when (Matthew 27:50-51) "Jesus . . . giving up the ghost . . . the earth did quake and
the rocks rent." This as the Son of God offered the final and all-sufficient sacrifice for
sin, shaking the powers of earth, death and hell. The earthquake declares the Son of God
in the Majesty of His redeeming love. The centurion saw the earthquake (verse 54) and
could only exclaim, "Truly this was the Son of God."

In Elijah's case. "But the Lord was not in the earthquake."
Thirdly: "a fire". Elijah had so recently experienced that the Lord is "the God that

answereth by fire" (l Kings 18:24, 38). The false gods were exposed by the fire of God,
which was the evidence of His Being, the only Almighty God. Similarly in the New
Testament we have the Apostle's statement of the coming of the Lord Jesus ". . . in flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. " (2 Thessalonians l:7-8), fire speaking of PUNISHMENT. On rhe contrary,
fire is also used as a mark of the blessing of the Holy Spirit: "and there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire and it sat upon each of them," thus fulfilling John
the Baptist's prediction: "He shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. " (Luke
3 : 1 6 ) .

But, in Elijah's case, "The Lord was not in the fire".
Fourthly: "a still small voice". It was a voice that, unlike the wind, the earthquake

and the fire, caused Elijah to heed. "And when Elijah heard it he wrapped his face in
his mantle and went out and stood in the entering of the cave. " (I Kings 19: l3). ''Still"

means "calm"; unlike human raucous shouting, the voice of the Lord is majestic, steady
and authoritative. "Small", not weak or insignificant, but, as the word in the original
expresses, "wafer-like" or with razor edge, as, for example, in Revelation l:16, it is
said of the Son of Man that "out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword". Again,
in Hebrew 4:12: "For the word of God is quick (living), and powerful and sharper than
any two-edged sword."

THE VOICE OF COMMAND: That voice came to Elijah as one of command: "GO".

Moses, too, had a similar experience, first, "the voice of the trumpet sounded long and
waxed louder and louder" and then "God answered him by a voice . . . and the Lord
CALLED Moses" to the giving of the Ten Commandments, which reflect the righteousness
of God. In the case of Peter, "there came a voice" giving him an order: "Arise, GO"
(Acts l0 :13,  l9) .

THE VOICE OF CONVICTION: The Voice was one of conviction to Elijah: "What

doest thou here?". Why have you left the place of duty, wasting your time in this desolate
spot? It must have cut him to the quick. Saul, on the way to Damascus with evil intent,
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"heard a voice". It was the Voice of Conviction, changing his life and transforming him
into "an ambassador of Christ". Saul experienced the-woid sharper than any two-edged
sword: "I am Jesus whom thou persecutest". The Son of God reveals Himielf, "u"riu,
earlier there had sounded "a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased."

TIIE VOICE OF CIIASTEI\ING: To the insipid (neither cold nor hot) self-satisfied
("I have need of nothing") church of the Laodic.inr - and there is many a church like
it today - there come the words of Revelation 3:20: ,, . . . if any man hear My voice. "
The well-to-do, lukewarm church, too busy with its social gospel, its worldly atiractions,
its neglect of the word, its "keeping up wirh the times", trls tet itre tteao oithe church,"the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God" outside. The voice
says: "As many as I love I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore and repent", followed
by the gracious exhortation "if any man hear My voice . . . I will come in . . ." The
invitation is couched in individualistic terms: .6any man . . . I will come in to him and
will sup with him and he with Me" .- and yet is addressed to a church. It is surely an
appeal from the Saviour to the individual believers in the church to hear His voice and
open the door to Him to come.andfill with His presence, His saving Truth, His satisfying
Grace the "wretched, poor, blind, naked" church and its memb-ers.

IVIay we "go forth and stand before the Lord" and see Him pass by, heralded by His
mighty wind, His rock-breaking earthquake, His all-consuming fire - piovidences whlrebv
He knocks - and then take heed to His still, calm, yet small, finely sharp, voice ot
coNVIcrIoN, CHASTENING, COMMAND, in love, and give ttim ttis rightfut ptace
as Head of the church, and so back to the field of consecraied service.

Faith
SAMUEL RUTHERFORD

There is a faith of miracles that Christ requires in these on whom He wrought the miracle,
but it is hard to prove that this is only a faith to believe that the Lord Jezus was able to
work the miracle and not over and beside to believe that He was the Mediator of mankind,
the promised Saviour of the world. I conceive the faith Christ required includes both.
It would appear that Christ required saving faith of all - whethei they did all believe
is another question - for that. He says, "Thy faith hath made thee whoie, thy faith hath
saved thee" . And it is not likety that Christ required any but saving faith of theie on whom
(or for whom) He wrought miracles (Mark 9:23-24). The fathei of the child possessed
with a devil answers christ with crying and tears, saying, "Lord, I believe; help Thou
mine unbelief ' - which is saving faith, so that the faith ofmiracles which Christ requires,
as Mediator, is saving faith, it is the faith of the elect.

Second assertion
Hence, the second assertion. Faith works for the salvation of the saints. And in working

of miracles morally:
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(a) It is a condition, that the Lord ties Himself to (Mark 9:23). Jesus says unto the father
of the possessed child, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that
believeth". "After that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit" (Ephesians
1 :  l 3 ) .

(b) Faith works really, but in a spiritual manner. Faith lays hold on Christ's righteousness.
And the just shall live by faith. By faith the walls of Jericho fell. But when it is said
(Hebrews ll) the fathers by faith did so many great things, faith is not taken one
and the same way. For:

(i) Faith has one act when God does anything and another act when the believer
does anything, as when it is said (Hebrew 11:33), by faith they "stopped the
mouths of lions" as Daniel did, and "quenched the violence of fire" (verse 34)
as the three children did, "women received their dead raised to life again" (verse
35). That is, by faith they believed that God would do all these things, but otherwise
faith was a mere patientt or non-agent as to any causality in these miraculous
works. So we say, a man did such a business by trusting in a faithful friend who
did the business when the man did nothing himself. Now, certain it is that faith
has no physical influence in stopping the mouths of lions and hindering the fire
to burn and raising the dead. Only omnipotence does all. And I believe only God,
qut of omnipotence of free grace, justifies the ungodly. Faith has no physical
influence in so high a work, only it is a condition that the Lord requires.

I Inert or inactive thing.

(ii) But when it is said (Hebrews l l :7). "By faith Noah. being warned of God . . .
prepared an ark to the saving of his house", faith here has another act, even a
moral and persuading influence, for because Noah believed a judgment to come
on the world, which was not se€n, upon this motive he was effectually persuaded
to build an ark. So it is said (verse 8): "By faith Abraham, when he was called
to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went." So (verses 24 and25): "By

faith Moses . . . refused to be called the son of Pharoah's daughter. " Faith has
here another influence than in works only of omnipotence.

(iii) Faith acts by its light and influence of knowledge, as verse 22: "By faith Joseph,
when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel. " He did
thus prophesy from the prophetical light that God revealed to him.

(iv) Faith, as it has Christ for its object, is said to receive Him. "But as many as
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God" (John 1:12).
But who be these that receive Him? He clearly answers that: "even to them that
believe on His name. ' ' Now, this receiving of Christ is the specihc act and essential
work of faith, and it is all the acts that are in faith as it justifies; for the Lord
Jesus, and the sinner in the matter of believing, come under diverse considerations,
and in them, all we receive of Christ is by believing.

First, as receiving is a consenting to and an accepting of a man as a husband,
and so it is an act of marrying him.
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Second, as you have need ofchrist in your poverty, by faith you accept ofHim
as a Surety to pay your debts when you are broken and cannot pay them yourselves.

Third, as you are in danger to be condemned by conscience for want of one to
plead your cause, you receive Him as your Advocate, for we have (or possess,
or enjoy) christ as our Advocate when we sin (1 John 2:l). But this supposes
the state ofreconciliation, for ajust advocate ought to plead for no unjust cause
- or for no just person in an evil cause. What! is not sin an evil cause? It is
true. But Christ pleads not to make sin no sin, but to make it no condemning
sin, that the devil and conscience may not carry an ill cause against a pardoned
sinner to condemn him. It is not a question of fact that Christ pleads for. He
will grant that the believer has sinned. But it is a question of law, whether the
believer ought, by law, to be condemned when it cannot be denied but that he
has sinned. Christ pleads most justly that he ought not to be condemned, seeing
his Surety was already condemned for him. When the sinner believes this, he
receives Christ as his Advocate.

Fourth, as the sinner is in danger of hell, he receives Christ when he rests on
Him as his Rock. So the half-drowned man believes in the rock, that is above
the sea and the proud waters, he receives and accepts the rock as a place ofrefuge.
So the manslayer received and accepted of the city of refuge for his place of
defence, and the chased man, pursued for his life, gets himself into the tower
of a strong castle and he rests with alt his heart on that castle and fort.

Fifth, as he is in danger of a sad sentence from a just Judge, he receives Christ
as his righteousness. And though he be a sinner, and a lost sinner, yet he rests
on a suffering Saviour and so receives Christ.

To sum up:
In the first consideration, Christ is the Husband.
In the second, Christ is the Surety, the sinner is the broken man.
In the third, christ is the Advocate, and the believer the unjustly accused man.
In the fourth, Christ is the Rock and the Castle, the sinner the drowning and pursued man.
In the fifth, Christ is the suffering Saviour, the sinner the guilty person, yet absolved

for Christ who suffered for him.
So that all the acts of faith (as it justifies) consist in receiving and embracing Christ.

Selected by W.J.p.
Please see our Book Reviews.
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Another Searching Question
KENNETH ASHWORTH

Matthew 22242

"What think ye of Christ?" is a searching question indeed and one which is vital for
every Christian to answer from personal experience. In an age of doubt, scepticism and
indifference, assurance as to the Person ofthe Lord Jesus is the key to inner peace, serenity
and joy (2 Timothy 2:12, Phll ippians 4:11-13).

It was with this question that the Lord Jesus challenged the Pharisees in the Temple
during the days just before the crucifixion. They were unable to answer with any conviction.
Earlier He had asked the disciples at Caesarea Philippi: "Whom do men say that I the
son of Man am?" ''But whom say ye that I am?" This latter question was the searching
one. They could easily report what others were saying. But it was Simon Peter, divinely
inspired, who replied without hesitation: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God"
(Matthew 16: l3-18). [:ter on, after the Ascension of the Lord, Simon Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, confidently, earnestly, joyfully continually proclaimed Him to be the only
Saviour, the living Lord, the hope of eternal glory (e.g. Acts 2:14-36). We have only
to read his first Epistle to meet with this same glorious assurance. Let us just briefly turn
to this Epistle and mediate upon the testimony that the Apostle gives of the Lord whom
he loved so much (John 2l:15-21).

He was writing to the elect scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and
Bithynia (l:l-2), to Christians who, although they had not seen the Lord Jesus in the flesh,
loved Him and rejoiced in Him (l:8). They were living in difficult and dangerous days
and Peter wrote to encourage and strengthen. He did so by assuring them how precious
Jesus is to all believers (2:7), precious as Saviour, Lord and Hope.

He reminded rhem that,n", #:JfiJrT"t"tJi?Yt *, human or material power
but to the "precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot"
(1:18). Yes, Jesus the Son of God offered Himself, the sinless One, in place of sinful
men to God(2:24,2 Corinthians 5:21). His offering was accepted by God, and sealed
by His glorious resurrection so that all who believe in Him shall be saved (1:3), 2:6, John
3: 16). For this work of redemption Jesus had been fore-ordained before the foundation
of the world ( I :20, Ephesians I :4, Acts 2:23). For this, He was born of the Virgin Mary
(Matthew 1:21). He is the only Saviour of sinners, the only Name by which we can be
saved (Acts 4:12). Precious indeed is Jesus to the Christian as Saviour. "He loved me
and gave Himself for me" (Galatians 2:20). Can you assuredly say this?

THE LIVING LORD
In order that they might be continually strengthened, Peter urged his readers to "desire

the pure milk of the Word"; adding: "since you have tasted that the Lord is gracious"
(2:3). How gracious indeed had the Lord been to Peter - meting out to him foregiveness
and renewal, empowering him with the Holy Spirit. Peter knew Him to be "full of grace
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and truth" (John 1:14). By that grace not only are we saved but united by faith to Him
we become "living stones" in the spiritual remple of God, the church (2:5). Jesus is
the "Living stone", living because He is risen from the dead, the living Lord, and also
because He is the giver of life (John 1:14). He is the Lord of all true life and coming
to Him (by faith) we become living stones in His Temple, built upon Him as foundation
and chief corner stone - giving to God continual praise and worship by Him (2:5-9).
There is no other sure foundation for life (l Cor. 3: I l). This is the sure Rock on which
His Church is built (Matthew 16: l8) and upon which every Christian life is built (Manhew
7:24-27). But what words of warning to those who reject christ (2:8). what think you
(who are reading this) of Christ? Is He the chief corner stone upon which your life is
built? Built upon Him are you secure amidst the perplexities and insecurities of the material
world? Peter was in no doubt. Blessed are we if such assurance is ours.

TIIE HOPE OF GLORY
Peter lived in hard and difficult days for the christian. Nero, the cruel Emperor, waged

a merciless war against Christians and he well knew that for him martyrdom was certain.
Yet his letter is full of assurance, joy and peace. we can compare it with St. Paul's Epistle
to the Philippians. So he encouraged his fellow Christians by reminding them that there
was "reserved in heaven" for them "an inheritance incomrptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away (l:4)".

PERSONAL CHALLBNGE
How vial then is this question: "What think ye of Christ?" Whom do you say from

your own experience that He the Son of God, Son of Man is? Unto all who believe He
is precious indeed as Saviour, Lord and Hope. May that precious assurance be increasingly
yours and may the God of all grace who has called you to eternal glory by Christ Jesus
"make you perfect, stablish, stengthen, settle you" and to Him be glory and domination
for ever and ever. Amen.

Mr. H. J. W. Legerton
It is with regret that we record the passing of Mr. Legerton - one of the members

of the Gospel Magazine Trust.
Mr. Legerton took a keen interest in the ministry of the Gospel Magazine and his

contributions to the meetings of the Trust were invaluable. From time to time he wrote
for our pages - his last article is included in this issue. He was no mean scholar and
an able preacher of the Gospel.

It was fitting that a fellow Trustee, the Rev. Dr. D. N. Samual conducted the funeral
service from the Book of Common Prayer at Mr. Legerton's express wish.

Our loving sympathy is extended to Mrs. Legerton in her bereavement, may she
experience the divine enabling.

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord" Revelation 14:13.
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The Church That Would Not Die
St. Mary's, castle street, Reading, Berkshire is a rare if not unique phenomenon in

the contemporary church; a chapel founded as a nonconformist inslitution which was
subsequently licensed forAnglican worship. It is now one of very few remaining proprietary
chapels founded in the 18th c:ntury Evangelical Revival. Its motto 'lreaching ihe^Cospel
since 1798' testifies to the faithfulness with which it has upheld evangelicil principies
from its inception. For the first time, a full-length history has been *iitten, fy one or
the present chapel wardens, Mr. John Dearing.

__ During nearly 200 years, many distinguished ministers have served St. Mary's, including
Henry Gauntlett, James Sherman, charles Goodhart, Hubert Brooke. under Brookei
ministry the chapel was associated with the great expansion of overseas missions at the
end of the last century. The present minister Rev. Dr. David Samuel, is well known for
his long and consistent stand for the reformed position within the Church of England.
He has contributed a forward. Dr. Samuel is one of the Trustees of the Gospel Magazine.

Those interested in the history of the Church of England and in particular tirat parfthyed
in it by the Evangelical Revival and those concerned for the preservation of iis esiential
Protestantism will welcome this contribution to church history.

John Dearing, the author of The Church that would not die, whichis due to be published
early in 1993 was born in Bristol, and has studied at York University and University College
Swansea. The book wil cost f18.50 and can be obtained from: The Trustees, St. tr,taryi,
Castle Street, Reading, Berkshire.

He that is down needs fear no fall.
He that is low, no pride;

He that is humble ever shall,
Have God to be his guide.

I am content with what I have,
Little be it or much;

And, I-ord, contentment still I crave,
Because Thou savest such.

Fullness to such a burden is,
That go on pilgrimage;

Here little, and hereafter bliss,
Is best from age to age.

t

John Bunyan 1628-88
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Dr. Lydia M. Houghton

A long family link with the Gospel Magazine has been broken by the death on January
16th of Dr. Houghton at the advanced age of 94 years.

Dr. Houghton's father was editor for some 34 years and was still editing the magazine
at the time of his death in 1951 aged92 years.

Lydia was the sixth of eight children born to Thomas and Elizabeth Houghton. She was
born in Derby but passed all her younger days in Bath where her father was Incumbent
of Kensington Episcopal Chapel. She once wrote to the present editor "as far back as
I can remember my father was writing for the Gospel Magazine (long before he edited
it). Every month the galley proofs arrived and frequently one of the children (myself
included) was called to read either the original article or the proof to my father, he being
most particular as to the accuracy of anything that appeared in the magazine".

She studied for the medical profession and became assistant to Dr. D. A. Alexander
for many years churchwarden at St. Mary le Port, Bristol, eventually taking over the practice
until she herself retired in 1968.

After her mother's death in 1934 her father asked her to take over the Young People's
Page previously the responsibility of Mrs. Houghton. writing a few years ago she said
"I did this with much trepidation. Looking back I wonder how I managed to produce
an article every month, for I was constantly on duty night and day in the very busy practice.
My frequent visits to second hand book shops were my great resources, supplying me
old evangelical books and magazines, out of which I retold stories for the Gospel Magazine,
always vouched for as completely true". She was to continue this labour of love for over
thirty years, writing under the name "DAMARIS".

In recent times two books - "The Book on the Window-Sill" and "A Link in the Chain"
containing a selection of her stories were published by Gospel Tidings Publications, thus
giving them an extended use.

Dr. Lydia Houghton was a gracious lady who loved the old paths and who sought to
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things (Titus 2:10).

M.H.

I t

The prerogative of our Christian faith, the secret of its strength is this - that all which
it has and all which it offers is laid up in a Person. This is what has made it strong while
so much else has proved weak. It has not only deliverance but a Deliverer; not redemption
only, but a Redeemer as well. This is what makes it sunlight and all else when compared
with it, as moonlight. And oh! how great the difference between submitting ourselves to
a complex code of rules and cleaving to a Person. Our blessedness (and let us not miss
it) is this - that our treasures are tresured in a Person who is not for one generation a
present Teacher and a living Lord, and then for all succeeding generations a past and dead
One, but who is present and living for all.

Robert Hawker
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' 
A New Brochure 

':jr :- i

The Evangelical Library-, a registered charity approaching the 50th anniversary of its
move from Surrey to London in 1944, but still tititL tnownln some evangelical iircles,
has produced a free illustrated brochure to publicise its services and needs. A n"* category
of "Friends of the Library" has been introduced for those who do not plan to use-th;
Library themselves, but who wish to support the work financially for the benefit of others
in the evangelical community. Individuil copies of the brochure or multiple copies for
churches may be obtained from:

i

The Secretary
The Evangelical Library
78A Chiltern Street
London
WIM 2HB Tel: 071-935 6997

Book Reviews

Tu-n9.to_wak9 Up. Leith samuer. Evangericar press. paperback pp r5g. u.gs.
Leith Samuel is well known as a former minister of the Above Bar Church in

Southampton, and a frequent Keswick convention speaker. This book is warmly
commended by Dick Lucas of st. Helen's Bishopgate. Also the good print and format
are excellent.

. 
I would warmly support the teaching in this book which is a forceful rallying call to

the full evangelical principles of the Reformation in Ensland.
He begins with the Sufficiency of Scripture, and the bross of Christ as the heart of

the Gospel. The main portion of the book is an estimation of subtle changes that have
taken place in some circles to-day. These cover .new wine skins', the .greater works,
of John 14, modern claims of prophecy, power evangelism, speaking in tongues, healing
o_n demand' and the baptism and fulness of the Holy Spirit. Fin-ally he-asks th[e questioni
Has Rome changed?, who is the church for?, and bo ail roads lead to God? I like the
way all these problems are reverently answered with a patient appeal to the whole relevant
Scriptures. It should help many people who are in dbubt.

w.J.P.

The saviour. John Kennedy of Dingwan. Reformation press, Stornoway. pp ll5.
f,s.25.

This book is the first in a planned series of the works of Dr. Kennedy _ one of the
gr-eatest Scottish preachers of the last century. The present volume deals withvarious aspects
of the Person and work of christ and is rich in devotional matter.

The.introductory section provides useful information about Dr. Kennedy. The book is
attractively produced, the print is excellent and has a delightful portrait oi Dr. Kennedy
on the cover. we look forward to the other volumes in ihe series.

M.H.
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A Price for a People. Tom Wells. The Banner of Truth Trust. Paperback. pp 168.
f,2.95.

This is a detailed book on the meaning of Christ's death. It is a brave attempt to state
the intricacies of theolog5r in every day language. It starts with the barriers that keep men
from God, and then explains the technical words, Redemption, Reconciliation, Propitiation,
and the extent of the atonement. He couples 'For whom did Christ die', with 'Who died
with Christ.'Christ is the substitute at the bar of justice, for those for whom he died.
Hard texts are explained, and also the effect of sound principles on Gospel preaching.

The last section of the book is a series of Appendices on seven technical phrases -
The Greek word for 'purchase', 'The time of Redemption', the five points covered by
the acrostic TULIP, and the meaning of 'repentance and faith'.

I commend this as a needed zuide for students and all in anv form of ministrv.

W.J.P

Letters of Charles Haddon Spurgeon. The Banner of Truth Trust . pp 219. f2.g5.
This is book is indeed most interesting and a delight to read. It gives a glimpse of Spurgeon

as his friends knew him. He is revealed as being deeply sensitive and not without a sense
of humour. Here and there are peals of wisdom well worth noting.

The book is greatly enriched by the Introduction and foot notes written by Iain Murray.
Warmly commended.

M.H.

Samuel Rutherford and Ns Friends. Faith Cook. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp 157. f3.95.

This is a most interesting and informative book. The opening chapter "The Strong Winged
Eagle" provides an excellent introduction to Rutherford himself. The following thirteen
chapters give fascinating insights into Rutherford's friends amongst them Robert Blair
and David Dickson as well as lesser known people.

There are constant references throughout to Rutherford's Letters which will encourage
readers to become more familiar with this Christian classic.

The book is attractively produced and well documented. We warmly commend it.
M.H.

The Power of Faith and hayer. Samuel Rutherford. Reformation Press,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis. pp 100. Glossyback. f4.50.

Rutherford was one of the greatest preachers of Scotland in the seventeenth century.
His 'Letters' are published by the Banner of Truth Trust. Based upon the story of the
two blind men in Matt.9.27-31, the author fully draws out the lessons and teaching of
Christ on both Faith and Prayer.

This is the first reprint of the book since 1713, so this edition will be welcomed by
all lovers of the Letters, and those who appreciate Reformed doctrine, and experience.
A short quotation in this issue will illustrate.

w.J.P.

::'i=-::+
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A Life of hincipled Obedience. A. N. Martin. The Banner of rruth rrust. Booklet.
pp 25. 95p.

Based on Psalm 119. 57-60, this booklet describes the elements of the christian life.
There is obedience to the Word of God, just as Jesus obeyed in coming to earth. This
obedience is willingness to be committed to Christ and God. One must cultivate a climate
for this commitment by prayer. Then there is honest self-examination, and an assessment
of what discipline is needed in my life to be effectual. Finally there is the joy and reward
of principled obedience living in the love of God.

This is just the booklet for people at the beginning of the christian life.

w.J.P.

God's Riches. John Benton and John Peet. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 85. f4.95.
This is a large format workbook on the doctrines of grace. It is a series of eleven studies

in two parts.
First are three Principles: God's Word, His Glory, His Sovereignty.
Second are eight steps in the doctrines of grace.
The style is as usual in workbooks. First the subject is stated, with teachers' notes,

quotations from church leaders, Reformers, Puritans, and theologians of a wide range.
Then come Questions to be answered by the student on the blank lines. (If a pencil is
used for this, the book will not be spoiled). Each study is illustrated by appropriate sketches.
The whole is firmly bound, with glossy cover picture of bluebells in a wood.

Such workbooks are ideal for children, teenagers, students, and others in groups or
individual study.

w.J.P.

Come Home for Ever. Tom Wells. Evangelical Press. Paperback. pp 80. f,1.95.
Homelessness is a human tragedy. Starting from this fact, Tom Wells leads on to the

deeper needs of men for the home and fellowship of his heavenly Father. Jesus Christ
came to show us the way home. The whole Gospel message is made clear and pressed
home. This is an excellent small book to use in personal evangelism.

w.J.P.

Advertising Rates
Advenising should be received by the lst ofthe mnth prior to publictim,
ad addrcs*d to: The Gospel Maguire, R€v. Gordon Hill, 34 Morley

Road, Sheringh@, Norfolk, NR26 8JE. Tel: (0263) 824965.

Full psge 122. Half pagc fll.50; Quarter page f,6.

l2p per word for clasified advertimetrts. Box number 20p extra.

Classified advenisements should b€ accompanied by payment. Pleas
stale if a receipt is required. The enclosure of an s.a.e. would be
appreiated. We reserve the right to decline any adverlisement.

Cheques should be Dtade payoble to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE


