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Editorial
ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS in life is to wait patiently. We are so often
too much in a hurry; we are impatient and cannot wait for results.

The disciples had to exercise restraint. One of the Lord's last words was "wait

for the promise of the Father" (Acts l:4). They themselves were eager to be up
and doing, to prove themselves worthy of the trust committed to them. Theirs
was an immense task; there was not a day to spare, yet they were to wait until
the appointed time.

Scattered throughout the Bible are exhortations to wait upon the Lord.
In Psalm 27:l4we are urged - "Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he
will strengthen thine heart." Waiting on the Lord is a blessing in itself for it
enables our faith to grow and develop. Simeon waited long years in order to see
the Consolation of Israel. He was not disappointed and alllhe time his spiritual
life was coming to fruition. He proved that waiting time was not wasted time.

To those who realise the inadequacies of their own resources and the feeble-
ness of their own strength, there comes the reassuring word, "they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength". He promises to exchange our
weakness for His strength. One of the reasons for our weakness is ignorance
of the resources which are at our disposal; or failure to appropriate those
resources. It is only as we cast ourselves upon the Lord that we can draw upon
His unfailing strength. We need to heed that advice found in Hosea, "Wait

on thy God continually". This is to be our daily attitude; it is one that God
delights to honour.

Let us then pray for grace to wait, and thus experience the benediction,
"Blessed are all they that wait for him" (Isaiah 30:18).
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Judas Iscariot
A Sermon by the Editor

"Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,
ond said unto them, What will ye give me, ond I will deliver him unto you?
And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that time

he sought opportunity to betray him" (Matthew 26:14-16)

WHAT A PICTURE is conjured up in our minds by the very name of Judas
Iscariot! It speaks of all that is traitorous and treacherous. A traitor is the very
opposite of a loyalist, and the more we love loyalty, the more we loathe a traitor.

The history of the world has been stained by a succession of foul deeds. but the
one that stands out so startling above all the rest is the betrayal of our Lord Jesus
Christ by Judas, and by the sign that he gave - the kiss.

In a very real sense Judas is the supreme enigma of the New Testament. He is
described in more than one place as "one of the twelve" . For three years he lived in
the closest fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ. He walked with Him - he
talked with Him. They knelt together in prayer and yet, at the very end, he turned
against Him and betrayed Him. Do you not see here a terrible warning that, when
the devil sought a tool to do his desperate deed, it was not an outsider that he
looked for? He did not select any Priest or Sadducee or Pharisee or Scribe, but he
sought out Judas. No one was in a better position to betray Christ than one of the
twelve. Let us get it into perspective, because Judas was not alone amongst the
twelve for weakness of character. Not one of them was without his fault, and
no attempt is inade in the New Testament to conceal it. For instance, the vile
temper of James and John, you remember, who wanted to call down fire on an
inhospitable Samaritan village. It does not gloss over the spiritual blindness of
Philip when the Lord had to remonstrate and say, "Have I been so long time with
you, Philip, and yet hast thou not known me? " . He does not excuse, in any sense,
the instability of Peter or the unbelief of Thomas, not to mention the pride and the
jealousy of which they were all guilty because, you remember, they were all at
different times wanting the chief place. Yet Judas stands out above the rest of them
and few things were more grievous to our blessed Lord than to be betrayed by one
of His own. I think the story of Judas is summed up in a phrase in Luke's Gospel
(22:3-4): "Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number
of the twelve. And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and
captains, how he might betray him unto them." it is honderful sometimes how
just a phrase out of the Bible will sum up a person's character. "He went his way,"
and we have to say it is doubtful if he ever went for any length of time in the way of
Christ. "He went his own way."

Now, at the very beginning of our Lord's ministry, He chose twelve. He
ordained twelve that they might be with Him. Yet we read a little further on in
John's Gospel that "Jesus knew from the beginning who it was who would
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betray Him". But here, I think, we have to make a distinction between fore-
knowledge and foreordination. They are not the same thing. Foreknowledge does
not limit one little bit man's responsibility. Foreknowledge and foreordination are
two things and, notice, it was Judas of his own volition who deliberately betrayed
Christ, and he acted for reasons of his own. To Judas, the call of Christ to join the
twelve was an irresistible call, for it opened up to him unprecedented possibilities.
Judas thought very much in terms of a temporal Messianic kingdom, and he
welcomed the idea of a place by the King's side in glory, and Judas saw before him
a wonderful opportunity for self-advancement. Fame and fortune were within
his grasp. "He went his way."

It is interesting, too, that Judas is the only Judean member of the twelve. He
came from Kerioth in southern Judaea. All the others were Galileans. So you had
eleven from the north and one from the south, and Judas undoubtedly spoke with
a different accent from the rest of them and possibly he felt on his own from the
very beginning and perhaps there may have been within him a certain frustrated
ambition . . . but the choice is something we cannot really understand. It raises
questions that we have not got the minds to answer. I am reminded of an incident
that happened many years ago. Dr. Joseph Parker was the once celebrated
Minister of the CityTemplein Londonand oneof his congregation askedhim why
it was that Christ chose Judas, and the great preacher made this instant reply: "I
have a greater puzzle than that. Why did Jesus choose me?" Well, it was his own
way that Judas went, and'if he thought first of all it was a way of glory, it turned
out very much for Judas to be a way of greed.

Look again at the text. He went to the Jewish authorities and he said to them,
"What will ye give me?". I think that reveals the secret of his sin, which was
ultimately his ruin. "What will ye give me?" Oh! he had given much up for
Christ's sake, but one thing he did not give up and that was his covetousness.

Judas, I think, was obviously a man of some business ability. He was financial
secretary to the twelve but, alas, the accountant turned the embezzler and he
pilfered from the common purse, but Judas could hide his greed under a cloak of
piety. The other side of Judas' character comes to light in the story of the
anointing by Mary of Bethany of the feet of Jesus. You rtmember that lovely
incident when she came and brought a pound of spikenard, "very costly" says
the writer, and she poured it over the feet of Jesus, and Judas, as though he was
shocked by the extravagance said, "Why was not this ointment sold for more
than three hundred pence and the proceeds given to the poor?". Oh! the
hypocrisy of it all. The hypocrisy! How pious it sounds! How very practical it
appears! But, listen to what John says in the next veise: "Not that he cared for
the poor, but because he was a thief and kept the bag." Oh! he could speak the
language of Canaan and yet be in the very depths of Egypt! And fio doubt there
were times when the disciples were puzzled as to why the common fund was
always running low - and I do not think they were troubled, as we are today, by
the spiralling cost of things - but they must have wondered why it was always
needing replenishing. Yet it seemed inconceivable that one of their own number
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could steal from the common fund, but not very long afterwards they
remembered and understood.

Judas kept the bag. Perhaps Judas argued with himself that, in recognition of
his position as treasurer, he deserved some remuneration and, in the absence of an
honorarium, he helped himself. But ultimately it was his love of money on which
he made shipwreck. I wonder, years afterwards when Paul wrote those words,
"Thelove of moneyis theroot of all evil", did he have in mind Judas Iscariot? For
Paul goes on in I Timothy 6: l0: "which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." That was
true of Judas, He pierced himself through. But this was his own doing. The history
of the Bible abounds in illustrations on this theme. It was for money that Joseph
was sold byhis brethren to the Midianite merchantmen and ultimately into Egypt.
It was for money that Samson was sold to the Philistines. It was for gold that
Achan brought almost disaster on the Israelites when they were just about to go
into the Promised Land. And in the New Testament it was for money that Ananias
and Sapphira tried to deceive Peter. Also for money Christ was sold into the
hands of wicked men.

Now, money is enormously useful, but it is so terribly dangerous. We cannot do
without it. Even the Church needs money to keep it going, but how we need to be
on our guard against the love of money. We need to beware of making an idol of
money, making it the be-and-end-all in our lives, and, you see, it is possible to love
money without having very much of it and, on the other hand, you can have
money and yet not love it. But here it stands as a warning that the love of money is
the root of all evil. Once let it get the mastery, it will harden you. It will gripe your
spiritual life. It will wither your soul. Now, our daily prayer should be that lovely
word in Proverbs 30:8: "Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food
convenient for me."

"What will ye give me?" was the question that Judas asked. Money was his
god. The promised kingdom seemed to be receding. Christ had grown sad as the
cross drew near. The enemies of Christ, on the other hand, were jubilant. Judas
noted these things and he realised that Christ's way and his way were not parallel
paths. "Judas went his way." He thought it was a way of glory. It was very much
the way of greed.

But notice, thirdly, it was the way of guilt. Come with me to the institution of
the Lord's Supper in the upper room - you remember how they were all gathered
together for the last time. Now, at an Eastern feast the offering of a sop by the host
was recognised as a mark of honour, and that is exactly what Christ did at the Last
Supper. He gave to Judas the sop, as it was called. There it was the last thing,
offering out friendship to him, and Judas made a pretence at that very moment
when he was about to deliver Christ into the hands of His bitterest enemies. Yes,
"he went out" and, says John, "it was dark". Oh! how vivid it all is! Darkness
was in the soul of Judas. "He went out." Now the others did not know where he
was going. John explicitly says that they thought he had becn sent by the Master to
buy sufficient provision for the feast, or that he had been sent out to dispense some
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alms tothepoor. Theywould neverhavelethim go if theyhad knownwhathewas
about to do, but, says Luke, "he went his way", and you know what happened
aftenvards. Remorse played havoc with his conscience. His hopes and his plans
were completely broken and he ended in a suicide's death. The New Testament
draws a veil over the end of Judas in this remarkable phrase: "And he went to
his own place."

We must give him credit for this, that in the end his sense of guilt was stronger
than his love of money, which hitherto had been his dominant passion. He was
now overcome with a sense of guilt. Judas struck one of the most dreadful
bargains of all history and the reward was so dreadfully out of proportion with the
deed that he did, but it comes to this that Judas had a divided allegiance. Do you
remember how our Lord said, "It is not possible to serve God and mammon"?
Here is an outstanding instance - and a divided allegiance can only end in
disaster. Judas fell an easy prey to the tempter.

Well, what about the end? I think we could just say, for him, repentance came
too late. Matthew says, "He went and repented himself ' and yet it does not seem
to be the real thing, for why does it say in the Acts of the Apostles, "He went to his
own place"? Oh yes, hewent to the priest, you remember, and hethrewthe money
down and said, "I have sinned, I have betrayed the innocent blood", but it
was not a true repentance, not the genuine article. Oh! beware of trusting your
last minute repentance. "Behold now is the accepted time, now is the day
of salvation."

Let me draw out quickly one or two plain lessons, as I close, from the story of
Judas, and the warning that we find so clearly put before us in the Bible.

The first lesson is that right environment and spiritual privileges of themselves
are insufficient. Judas had the highest of privileges. He was an apostle. He was a
companion of Christ. He was an eye witness of the miracles. He had a marvellous
attachment to the Saviour. He saw what Abraham and Moses and David and
Isaiah never saw; he was a fellow-labourer with Peter, James and John; and yet, to
what purpose? Surely, Judas stands as a warning beacon to the Church of Christ,
and it tells us this - to resolve not to be content with anything less than a thorough
change of heart. Oh! it is only too possible to be in the visible Church and yet not
really to belong to Christ. That is the first lesson. Right environment and spiritual
privileges of themselves are insufficient.

The second lesson is what a small value some men put on Christ. The reward
was out of proportion to the deed he did - thirty pieces of silver. The Old Testa-
ment says that thirty pieces of silver was the price of a slave. 'Ihis was the estimate
that Judas had of Christ. I ask you, "What is youf estimate of the value of
Christ?". Surely it cannot be added up. We can only say with the writer of the
Song of Solomon that "He is the chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether
lovely one".

The third lesson is opportunities persistently spurned will lead to disaster. Who
could have had more opportunity than Judas for believing and trusting in Christ?
Yet to what purpose?
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The fourth lesson is atl of us are known for something. What was the
memorial that Judas left behind? Well, oddly enough, the only memorial he left
was a cemetery, because he threw the pieces of money into the temple and it was
classed as dirty money, the price of blood. They wouldn't accept it, so they
bought with it a field in which to bury strangers, called Aceldama - and that
was the only memorial that Judas left. I mentioned a moment or two ago about
Mary and the anointing and the Lord said: "Let her alone, against the day of my
burial has she done this, and wherever the Gospel is preached, this shall be her
memorial. ' ' What a contrast ! Some men are noted for good deeds and honoured
through all generations, but Judas is notorious for his shame. What testimony
will you leave behind?.

The fifth lesson is "let he that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall".
Seek to have no confidence in yourself. Our only confidence must be in Christ
and He will keep us safe to the end. The apostle Paul could say: "I know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day." One writer has suggested that whenever
we are mercilessly hurling things at Judas we should remember that our Lord
said: "He that is without sin, let him cast the first stone."

Here is a very solemn character - Judas Iscariot - summed up in this
question, "What will ye give me?", and Luke's phrase, "He went his way".

These things are written for our learning and may we learn much from our
study of Judas Iscariot, for His Name's sake. Amen. M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

MAKER'S INSTRUCTIONS

HAVE YOU EVER HAD a new electrical gadget delivered to your home?
Perhaps a new washing machine or vacuum cleaner? We bought a new carpet
cleaner in the sales. It looked very complicated: levers to adjust the height;
buttons to change the suction; extra fittings for reaching awkward corners.
Before we could use it properly we had to sit down and study the maker's
instruction book. Only then could we use the machine properly - only then was
the vacuum cleaner doing what the maker had desigined it to do.

If we want to live our lives as our Maker intended us to, we have to study His
instruction book too - the Bible. If we ignore this instruction book and try to do
things our own way, we soon make mistakes - things go wrong - we are not
living to the full potential that God intended. In the Bible we learn of God 's Son,
the Lord Jesus, who came to this world to give His life for His people so that they
might have life and that they might have it more abundantly (John l0:10).
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God's Word teaches us how to live lives pleasing to God - trusting in Him
and obeying His commandments. It teaches us also how to treat our family,
friends and acquaintances - and even our enemies. It is essential to read the
instruction book to get the best out of our life.

When something goes wrong with an electrical appliance what do you do?
Do you try to repair it yourself? That can be dangerous. So you take it back to
the shop. Often the shopkeeper will say, "I will have to send this back to the
maker to get repaired".

When our life is messed up or broken by sin, the only solution is to go back to
our Maker. God is the only One who can sort a life spoiled by sin. We cannot
sort it ourselves. No matter how much we resolve to be good or do better in the
future - that will not work - that is a dangerous course to take. We must go to
God, our Maker, and ask Him to sort out the mess that sin has made of us. He
has promised to keep us. The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us
from all sin. If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sin
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (l John l:9).

Our vacuum cleaner looks very fine, but it would not Work at all unless it was
plugged into the electric power source.

If we love the Lord and trust Him, we have the power source of God the Holy
Spirit,'to make our life effective. Without God's help, we can do nothing, yet
Paul could also say, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me".
This source of power is promised to all who trust in Him.

PUZZLE: FIND THE MISSING WORD FROM THE CHAPTER
The initials of your answers will spell out two words connected with the story.

l. God said, let us make
Genesis l.

in our own image, after our likeness.

2. The spirit of God hath mademe, and thebreath of the hath
given me life. Job 33.

3. Let us before the Lord our maker. Psalm 95.
4. The day that God created man upon the Deuteronomy 4.
5. I will ascribe to my maker. Job 36.

6. By him were all things created . . . whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or . Colossians l.

7. The Lord he is God: it is he that hath made ur. und not we
Psalm 100.

8 .

9.
10.

All things were made by him and
made that was made. John l.

He that believeth on me hath

him
. j

was not anything

life. John 6.

now thy Creator in the days of thy youth. Ecclesiastes 12.
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Fulness for the Famished
C. C.  J .  BUTLIN (Shef f ie ld)

"Blessed are they that hunger ond thirst ofter righteousness: for they shall be
filled" (Matthew 5:6)

THERE IS TRUE HAPPINESS commended in the Holy Scriptures, a
happiness which is satisfying and lasting. Whereas non-Christian happiness is
dependent upon exterrlal happenings, Christian happiness springs from inward
grace. The beatitudes do not leave us in ignorance of those who enjoy this
blessedness, this inward fount of divine grace. Jesus said: "Blessed are the poor
in spirit. Blessed are they that mourn. Blessed are the meek, and blessed are they
that hunger after righteousness. . . . "

The fourth beatitude speaks of a desire for righteousness on its own account.
I t i s -

I. THE BLESSING THAT IS DESIRED

Righteousness is sought as an end in itself: only its attainment will assuage the
pangs of hunger and thirst, spiritually speaking. Some hunger and thirst for
wealth, fame, knowledge, popularity or power. But these objectives have never
satisfied man's deepest longings, for they are like draughts of sea-water to a
ship-wrecked mariner.

Our Lord calls those "blessed" who hunger and thirst after righteousness,
who long to be conformed to God's ideal for them; to love God with heart,
mind, soul and strength, and to love their neighbour as themselves. Some there
are who do long for this ideal - not the reputation for it, or the reward of it,
but after righteousness itself. This beatitude tells of a -

2. HUNGER THAT IS DEEP 
.

In the first three beatitudes Christ had spoken of the removal of hindrances to
spiritual health. Of pride taken away by poverty of spirit; of indifference cured
by holy mourning; and of discontentment healed by meekness. When these
sicknesses of the soul are removed then the spiritual appetite returns, the soul
hungers and thirsts after righteousness. This is the hfunger that is deep. It is, in
fact, the healthy, normal action of the divine life within the regenerate man,
the living believer.

Hungering and thirsting after righteousness is not an active and positive
willing. It is rather a kind of involuntary appetite rising within a man's being.
This is a craving of a person longing for his necessary food, not of a man toying
with the dainty portion delicately served. Our Lord transformed the whole
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conception of righteousness, for He broke down the externalism of His day by
cmphasising character rather than action. He set religion on an entirely new basis
by making it a real response of the whole personality to God. He pointed to love
as the essence of righteousness, telling His followers that their righteousness is to
be based on the eternal character of God. In Matthew 5:M-45 His words are:
" l say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you . . . that ye may be
the children of your Father which is in heaven." This character has been
exemplified in human life by Christ Himself. He said: "He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father. . . . " The early Christians spoke of Jesus as the Righteous
One. In Acts 3: 14 Peter accuses the Jews of the Crucifixion: "But ye denied the
Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you." Christ
is identified with righteousness when He pronounces a blessing on those who are
persecuted for righteousness' sake (Matthew 5:6) and then says: "Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you . . . for my sake." Matthew states
our Lord's teaching on the kingdom of heaven and the righteousness which
distinguishes its citizens. They are those who seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

The kingdom reflects, of course, the eternal character of the King, and the
central principle of His divine character is love. Consequently love is the
unfailing test of human righteousness. In Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said: "Thou

shalt love the Lord thy God . . . " and "thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."

Here then is the principle by which men may test their actions. God judges
men by what they are, rather than by what they do, taking into account motives
as well as deeds. The motive which makes the service of men righteous in the
highest sense is that it should be done for Christ's sake. In other words, in order
that men may glorify their Father which is in heaven.

3. A SATISFACTION THAT IS DEMONSTRATED

These hungry and thirsty ones are "filled" both here and hereafter: (a) It is true
here on eorth, for "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness" (Psalm 107:9). "O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is
the man that trusteth in him" (Psalm 34:8). Our Lord spoke of the satisfaction
promised to hungry and thirsty souls. To the Samaritan woman by the well He
said: "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a welfof water springing up into
everlasting life." (b) It is true hereafter. "They shall be filled." The psalmist
wrote: "I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake,
with thy likeness" (Psalm l7: l5). Or as Paul wrote: "Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit . . . " (l Corinthians 2:9-10).
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The question for us is: Is our wish for this righteousness, this goodness, to be
dignified with the use of such strong intense words as hunger and thirst? Do we
faint with hunger for righteousness? Do we faint from spiritual thirst? Do the
words of the psalmist express our longing: "As the hart panteth after the
waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God"? This beatitude is not a
vague feeling that one would like to be a little better. It is a promise to those who
have a consuming longing of the soul; the fulness is for the famished. Righteous-
ness in the Old Testament and in the New alike means not mere integrity and
right dealing. It means goodness which is full of love - a generosity of soul.
Psalm 112:9 describes the true worshipper of God: "He hath dispersed, he hath
given to the poor: his righteousness endureth for ever." The truly righteous man
is gracious, compassionate, generous, just, full of practical kindness. He earns
the gratitude and esteem of many hearts. He has, in other words, an intensely
practical faith, a faith which worketh by love. Such conduct is, of course,
impossible for a man apart from the grace of God. In fact it is -

:?i:: 4. A RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT IS DERIVED

This righteousness was exemplified in Christ. Paul writes of Him as "Christ our
Righteousness". Christ is the embodiment of righteousness. He only is the
complete satisfaction of all our soul hunger and thirst. Jesus is our Example here
as always. He, too, hungered and thirsted. He said: "My meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his work" (John 4:34). He hungered for our souls
and thirsted for our salvation.

We may crave for many things and not gain them. Even if we do, they may
turn to ashes in our mouth. But they that hunger and thirst after righteousness,
after Christ, cannot fail. The Word of God is to this pledged - "they shall be
filled". Hungering and thirsting is, however, not the blessing. The appropiation
by faith of Christ is the blessing. We must hunger and thirst after Him who is the
life of the soul, the Bread that came down from heaven, whose flesh is meat
indeed and whose blood is drink indeed. He alone can fill our emptiness, who
says: "I am the Bread of Life. He that cometh unto me shall never hunger, and
he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

"My sheep hear my voice . . . and they follow me: ahd I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand" (John 10:27-28).

Five things to note: (1) the believer's relationship - "My sheep"; (2) the
believer's privilege - "Hear my voice"; (3) the believer's walk - "Follow

me"; (4) the believer's portion - "Eternal life"; (5) the believer's security -
"Never perish".
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Cecil Frances Alexander
THIS YEAR marks the centenary of the death, on 25th October, of Cecil
Frances Alexander. She was a remarkable woman judged by any standard; one
sho made a special mark in a century of remarkably rich and fertile creativity.
One of the most outstanding Irish women of her day, the hymns she wrote made
her something of a celebrity.

She had her origins in a well-to-do Anglo-Irish family living in Georgian
Dublin. She was born Cecil Frances Humphreys, known as "Fanny" in the
family circle, at 25 Eccles Street, in 1818. Little is known of her early years, but
when she was seven years of age the family moved to Ballykeane House,
Redcross, County Wicklow, her father having been appointed agent to the Earl
of Wicklow. A further move brought the family to Strabane, County Tfrone,
when her father became agent to the Duke of Abercorn. This was indeed a
providential move, for it brought Fanny under the influence of the rector, James
Smith, a definite evangelical clergyman.

From an early age she showed signs of poetic genius. She wrote verses in a little
book, My Poemsfor Mama; this was hidden under the hearth rug until the time
was right for presenting the gift. Fanny began to write verses for her Sunday
School class in order to illustrate the great truths of the Christian faith. She was
to become one of the best hymn writers for children. In 1848 she published her
Hymns for Little Children, which became quite a classic. It contained three
hymns for which she is still fondly remembered today. They are: "All things
bright and beautiful"; "Once in Royal David's City"; and "There is a
green hill". All these were written in Milltown House, Strabane. The book
became a best seller, more than 100 editions were published - here was the
flowering of genius.

She devoted the proceeds to help found a school for the deaf and dumb, in
Strabane, which eventually became the Derry and Raphoe Institution for the
Deaf and Dumb. Here twenty children were boarded and attempts made to help
them overcome their affliction. Ten years later it was destroyed by fire, a cause
of great sadness and grief to the young writer.

MARRIAGE

Fanny Humphreys was a singularly attractive persorr, short-sighted and, partly
for that reason, very shy. She declined more than one offer of marriage, but
accepted the proposal of a young clergyman, William Alexander. Fanny was six
years older than William. His mother at first objected to the proposed marriage,
but difficulties were overcome. The marriage took place at Strabane in October
1850 in the old church (now demolished) with its square pews and three-decker
pulpit. The young couple spent the honeymoon at Baronscourt, the residence

47
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of the Duke of Abercorn, enjoying the beauty of autumn wood-s and lakes. The
union was one not only of love but of temperament. "The poet clergyman,
destined to become the poet Prelate, found a poetic wife."

FIRST PARISH

The honeymoon over, they moved to the parish of Termonamongan - a wild
desolate area in County Tyrone where William was now rector. These were
difficult times. The great famine had killed vast numbers through starvation and
the typhus epidemic which followed. There was much poverty and despair.
Fanny was a wonderful helpmeet to her husband. She tramped across rough
terrain with food for poor parishioners. She was often seen returning home from
her ministrations wet through to the skin. She daily dressed the cancerous sore of
a dying Roman Catholic neighbour and paid for the education of a young man
so that he could become a teacher.

From the impoverished parish in the barren hills of Tlrone, William
Alexander rose to be the Bishop of Derry and Raphoe, but in the meantime he
was rector first of Fahan and then of Strabane. Fahan on the shores of Lough
Swilly always held a special place in their affections and frequently when resident
in Derry they would drive out to Fahan for a little respite.

BISHOP'S WIFF

The move to Londonderry brought new duties as wife of the Bishop, meeting
with people of various social levels. She proved to be a first-rate hostess, doing it
with ease and natural dignity. In Derry she continued her gracious ministry in a
quiet unobtrusive way.rmong the destitute artd afflicted and squalor of the city,
making no distinction of sect or creed. Such ministry was accompanied by a
comforting word. Her visits took her regularly to a home for fallen women, and
into lowly homes in the back streets of the city. All this was done in a spirit of
humility with no desire for recognition. After her death the Londonderry
Sentinel stated: "She went about doing good and doing it with an amount of
unostentation which enhanced the value of her labours. Among the poor and
aged she was loved with a pathetic intensity." She was a gentle, caring lady and
a friend to many.

In those far-off days the Bishop's household had quite a large staff. Mrs.
Alexander took special trouble to instruct her household and had Bible reading
and classes for them. They were not thought of as servants so much as friends.
Years afterwards a former servant, now a professional gentleman in America,
returned to have tea with the now widowed Bishop and said that Mrs.
Alexander's teaching had really been the foundation of his character. She had
taught him "the one true source of inspiration and conduct".
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- ]] FAMILY LIFE

The Alexanders had four children - Robert Jocelyn, born 1852; Cecil Francis,
born 1855; Eleanor Jane, born 1857; and Dorothea Agnes, born 1860.

Fanny and William knew both the joys and sorrows of family life. Their two
sons were somewhat delicate and this involved their mother taking them to the
South of France for the winter. Their first grandchild died as an infant, the first
sorrowful break in the family circle. William said it was "a beautiful little
funeral. I read the latter part of the service with difficulty."

Mrs. Alexander's love of her grandchildren was, €ts her daughter put it,
"almost absorbing". In her last illness, shortly after the birth of a grandson in
South Africa, one of her saddest thoughts was, "I shall never see that fat baby" !
There was close friendship between her and her grandson Cecil Alexander,
whose life was cut short by illness some years after the death of his grandmother.
Fanny, although very much a serious minded woman, could unbend and play
games with her grandson. The house must have shrieked with laughter as they
indulged in such games as Red Indians and Pirates.

Their son Cecil predeceased his father in l9l0 after a long illness. Jocelyn was
killed in the sinking of SS Leinsterby German submarines in 1918. He is buried
in Londonderry. On his gravestone is inscribed: "He showed me a pure river
of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and
the Lamb" (Revelation 22:l). Eleanor wrote her father's biography and was
his helper after her mother's death. She died in 1939. Dorothea went to
South Africa and married George Bowen, whose parents originated from
Burt, Co. Donegal.

HYMNS

Cecil Frances Alexander wrote many hymns, some written for particular
occasions and which were never published. She has been described as "Hymn
Writer Extraordinary". In the volume of her works published in 1897 with a
foreword by her husband, there are 5l hymns, along with 33 poems on sacred
subjects and 26 other poems, together with memorial verses, translations and
songs for children. Her output over the years was therefore considerable.

At the dedication of a memorial window in Derry Cathedral, Bishop H. H.
Montgomery said: "Ulster and the diocese of Derry in particular claim one of
the greatest hymn writers. . . . One who wrote at least a dozen hymns that will
almost certainly last as long as the English language is spoken." Her hymns
indicate her deep, yet simple, faith. While she does not neglect doctrine, she lays
emphasis on the need for experimental religion.

Mrs. Alexander bequeathed to the Church an imperishable legacy in her
matchless hymns. Highly gifted, she consecrated herself and her gifts to the
service of Christ. By her hymns, she being dead yet speaks. Shortly after her
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death a missionary speaker said he had heard Mrs. Alexander's hymns sung by
half-clad Africans in a language she had never known.

A poet of no mean order, she steeped herself in Scripture and was a first-rate
teacher with the ability to express profound doctrine in a simple way. Though
some of her hymms were written for children, they are equally acceptable to
adults; they are not childish, but contain deep truths. In her hymns she uses
concrete imagery rather than abstract ideas, they are marked by superb
simplicity. "There is a green hill far away" has been described as the most
beautiful hymn in the English language. There are many testimonies as to how
this hymn has helped adults as well as children to come to saving faith in Christ.
Here in this hymn we are on holy ground; truly,

"We may not know, we cannot tell
What pains He had to bear,
But we believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there."

Whilst Mrs. Alexander is rightly remembered for her hymns, she wrote other
remarkable pieces. The Derry Journal, in reviewing her life, said that her literary
qualities revealed a rare excellence. The poem on the death of Moses is quite
outstanding, with its noble phrasing and majestic imagery. Lord Houghton
considered it to be the finest sacred lyric in the language.

She wrote several memorial verses. One of her outstanding ones marked the
death of the Rev. T. Wolfe, rector of Carrickfin, Co. Donegal, who died in 1858
of typhus caught in the course of his ministry. In tribute of him she wrote:

"Bear him gently, bear him fondly by the bay indented shore,
'Neath the purple shadowed Errigle from far and lone Gweedore,
By the black rock, the sand reach washed brown with changing surf,
To the cross of St. Columba lying dark along the turf.

He is safe, he is blessed, where sin and sorrow.un uL* no more,
Where the works of the saints do follow them through the pearly door."

Mrs. Alexander wrote a lengthy poem on the Siege of Derry which took
place in 1688. In it she depicts the heroism ofthe defenders against the forces of
James II. The siege lasted 105 days. There is a commemorative window in the
cathedral depicting the shutting of the gates at the commencement of the siege.

"'Twas the Lord who gave the word when His people drew the sword,
:i, For the freedom of the present, for the future that awaits.
:-: O child! thou must remember that bleak day in December,
,::', When the 'Prentice Boys of Derry rose up and shut the gates."
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* 
DEATH

\ln. Alexander died after a long illness following a seizure. There was a sudden
change for the worse, when her husband was summoned from a distant part of
the diocese. He found her still breathing, but whether she recognised his
presence could not be known. The end was beautifully calm, slowly her strength
declined and the flickering spark went out.

The funeral was a great demonstration of sorrow. Although she herself was a
strong Churchwoman, people of all denominations were present to express their
affection for her. Two of her hymns were sung at the service in the cathedral:"when wounded'::,T:::::r"". 

; ;":ff- 

-

His hand that brings relief;
His heart is touched with all our joys
And feels for all our grief."

The second hymn was "The roseate hues of early dawn", and how appropriate
the lines - 

"oh, for the pearly gates of heaven,
Oh, for the golden floor; 

''.

Oh, for the Sun of Righteousness
That setteth never more!"

Her husband, with faltering voice, took the words of commital in the city
cemetery, after which her hymn, "There is a green hill far away", was sung.
It is interesting to note that every Good Friday some of the cathedral congre-
gation place flowers on the grave and join in singing this muchloved hymn.

Mrs. Alexander's legacy is to be found in her hymns. They are her lasting
memorial, known, treasured and enshrined in the hearts of countless numbers.
In Derry Cathedral there is a lovely memorial window depicting scenes from her
hymns and a portrait of the hymn writer in the Chapter House. A row of alms
houses in Carrigans Lane, Londonderry, bear the inscription: "Mrs. C. F.
ALEXANDER MEMORIAL COTTAGES". What more fitting memorial for
one who spent so much of her time relieving those in need.

"The good she did, the help afforded, her gentle, loving self denying ministry
will never be known 'until the day break and the shadows flee away'." Surely it
can be said of her,

"She trusted in His redeeming blood,
And tried His works to do.

5 l

M.H.
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The Burial of Moses
CECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER

By Nebo's lonely mountain,
On this side Jordan's wave,

In a vale in the land of Moab
There lies a lonely grave,

And no man knows that sepulchre,
And no man saw it e'er;

For the angels of God upturned the sod,
And laid the dead man there.

That was the grandest funeral
That ever passed on earth;

But no man heard the trampling
Or saw the train go forth -

Noiselessly as the daylight
Comes back when night is done,

And the crimson streak on ocean's cheek
Crows into the great sun.

In that strange grave without a name,
Whence his uncoffined clay

Shall break again, O wondrous thought,
Before the judgment day,

And stand with glory wrapt around
On the hills he never trod,

And speak of the strife that won our life,
With the Incarnate Son of God.

O lonely grave in Moab's land;
O dark Beth-Peor's hill;

Speak to these curious hearts of ours,
And teach them to be still.

God hath His mysteries of grace,
Ways that we cannot tell;

He hides them deep, like the hidden sleep,
Of him He loved so well.

(Selected verses)
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"Behold, My Servant"
EDWARD CAR R (1851-1920)

(Pastor of Providence Chapel, Bath)

"khold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exolted and extolled, and
be very high" (Isaiah 52:13)

Tlfi GREAT NEED of the Church of God at the presenttimeis aclearer setting
forth of the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. True religion consists in
"knowing the Lord", but it is quite evident that out of Christ our God is a
consuming fire, and none can know Him except through His dear Son. Now, it is
the special prerogative of the blessed and eternal Spirit to reveal a precious Christ
to those whom He hath quickened into divine life, and thus brought and
taught to feel their need of Him. Therefore, there can be no saving knowledge
of the Lord, and no sound experience in the things of God, if there is not the
fresh unfolding of the excellencies and preciousness of the Lord Jesus Christ,
as His suitability to answer every need is gradually revealed by the Holy One.
Mr' Hart writes 

.,oh; courd we but with crearer eyes
His excellencies trace;
Could we His Person learn to prize,
We more should prize His grace."

The words of the text, at the commencement of this paper, are a gracious call
to view the person of Jesus in His glorious character as the Lord's Servant and
the Pilgrim's Help. We shall first note the exhortation; second, consider the
description of the person of Christ as the Servant; third, His prudent dealings are
declared; and fourth, His exaltation is prophesied.

1. The exhortation given - "Behold!"

To behold an object literally, three things are requisite: the power of sight, the
prevalence of light, and the presence of the object viewed. So, spiritually, none
can see Jesus until the eyes of the soul have been opened, light divine has
illuminated nature's darkness, and the Lord's presence has been vouchsafed to
faith's open eye. Then Christ is manifested. He may be present when, through
darkness, we cannot see Him. But the text enjoins, "Behold!". By nature
sinners see no beauty in Jesus. To behold the "glories of the Lamb", we need
to be prepared by grace. This preparation is described in verse ll: "Depart
ye, depart ye . . . go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of
the Lord. " It thus consists in separation and sanctification. Wherever the Holy
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Spirit works in His life-giving power, there will be a separation from the
world and from all association with unclean things. By their separate walk
saints are distinguished in the midst of an impure and crooked generation.
Mixture is alien to the very spirit of godliness, both in the old dispensation and
the new. The separation effected at regeneration is maintained and even
increased as the living soul journeys on through the varied scenes that make up
the earthly pilgrimage.

It is added, moreover, "Touch no unclean thing"; and this precept is enforced
by the Spirit's teaching us that everything we touch in the way of leaningupon or
clinging to is unclean, save Jesus only. Entire dependence upon Him is truest
sanctification. Without it, there is no evidence of salvation. "Except ye become
as little children" - entirely dependent - "ye shall not enter into the kingdom
of heaven" (Matthew l8:3). How very dependent little children are! In the
morning they need to be cleansed and clothed, unable to do these things for
themselves. All day long they need to be led and fed, watched over and guarded.
In short, little children need everything to be done for them. The text speaks of
One, who (as the Lord's Servant) is commissioned to do everything for them
who can do nothing for themselves. Such rejoice when enabled to behold -

2. The Lord's Servant

Jehovah, foreknowing the needs of His Church, provided, in the everlasting
covenant of grace, for the full supply of all. It was thus the dear Son of God was
instituted to the office of a Servant in the eternal counsel and purpose of
Jehovah before time was. To understand this in any measure we must look back
to the source and spring of all this covenant mercy which is in Christ Jesus the
Lord. The Church was foreseen to have fallen into the condemnation and guilt
of sin, and therefore to be in a lost condition under the wrath of God, the curse
of a broken law, and the ban of divine justice. Jehovah had a work to be done.
It was the salvation of this ruined Church. The determination to save originated
in the infinite love of God. Now, what was requisite that this purpose might be
accomplished? A Servant. It was the will of the Father to save. A servant is one
who does the will of another. Who could and would undertake the mighty task?
Milton beautifully represents that when this question arose, "Silence was in
heaven". One, and only One, could be sufficiently mighty to save such a Church
from such a ruin. Jesus, the blessed Son of the Father's love, undertook the
dreadful task. Consider what was included in it. First; a life of perfect obedience
to that law which had been broken by her must be lived, in order that the
righteousness thus wrought out might be imputed to her. Secondly, the penalty
due to her for her sin - namely, death - must be suffered by Him, that thus the
demand of justice may be met and satisfied. This was the work to be done: the
penalty must be endured, that the sinner might be freed from the curse; blood
must be shed, that he may be cleansed from sin; and an obedience must be
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n'rought, that he may be clothed upon, and so made meet to be a "partaker of
rhe inheritance of the saints in light".

It is evident He who should undertake this service must be man, to suffer,
obey, bleed, and die; He must also be God, that those sufferings and that
obedience might be stamped with infinite value to be full satisfaction for the
requirements of the case. Jesus undertook the wondrous work; He was accepted
as the Lord's Servant, and, in due time, appears in human nature to do His
Father's will ("Lo, I come to do thy will," was His language), and to glorify Him
bv fulfilling the trust committed to His hands. All His life long He was "a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief". For thirty years He lived in retirement at
Nazareth, "learning obedience by the things which he suffered". There was
no pushing of Himself into publicity, no ostentatious pressing of His claims.
A sweet example to those who are kept in the background, to endure patiently

and humbly till the Lord's time.
At length, when He came forth at His baptism in the Jordan, there was "no

form nor comeliness in him" that men should desire Him. "His visage was so
marred more than any man, " the lines of grief were deeply to furrow that sacred
brow; and "his form more than the sons of men." He was crushed and bowed to
the ground by the intolerable load of the task He had undertaken. As His work
drew near its consummation, so heavy was the weight that even He, although
"clad with zeal as with a cloak", shrank from the bitter cup, and cried, "If it be
possible, let this cup pass from me"; yet, in the true spirit of service, the Servant,
being resolutely set upon doing His Lord's will, adds, "not my will, but thine be
done". Very soon thereafter He cried with a loud voice, saying, "It is finished".
The righteousness was wrought, the law obeyed and magnified, the sufferings
endured, the life lived, the death-penalty paid, sin was atoned for, the Church
saved, and henceforth "Christ crucified" should be the one hope of poor, lost,
ruined men, who by grace divine should be brought and enabled to "Look

unto Jesus", and in Him to behold "The Lord's servant". Let us now
pass on to consider -

3. His prudent dealings - "My servant shall deal prudently"

The Father gave His dear Son power over all flesh, that in the realms both of
grace and providence, He might finally be crowned "Lord of all". The way to
the crown for Him, as well as for us, was by the cross. In the execution of His
purpose of mercy to His people, He was (and is) among them as "One that
serveth", and all His works and ways are characterised by infinite wisdom.
Prudence is the carrying out into action of the wisdom possessed, and it concerns
not only what is done, but also the manner of doing it. Among the dealings of the
Lord referred to in connection with this verse, there is a great deliverance
wrought, for ' 'the Lord hath made bare his holy arm" - that is, Jesus - "in the
eyes of all the nations", and by Him doeth wondrous things in preserving and
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rescuing His saints, ever interposing on their behalf in the time of need, making
them prove by blessed experience that "His arm is not shortened, that it cannot
save". Their extremity always proves His opportunity. Jesus serves His disciples
not only by saving them from hell, but also by that continuous exercise of His
matchless prerogative, whereby He daily saves them from sin, Satan, sorrow,
and despair.

In Israel's history the Lord's interpositions are experienced when they come to
the spot and place where they have reached the end of their own strength and
wisdom, and when also all human helpers have utterly failed or forsaken. It is
here His strength and His wisdom appear so glorious. Truly, as the Servant,
He deals prudently in helping just when His help is needed, which is when
all other fails.

As their Guide, He fulfils the sweet covenant promise, "The Lord will go
before you" (verse l2).He "goes before" to keep them in the right path, "He

led them forth by the right way"; to prevent them going too fast, "He that
believeth shall not make haste"; to prepare the way; they can go nowhere
whither Jesus has not preceded them as their Forerunner, to smooth the
roughness sufficiently (at all events) to enable them to persevere unto the end; to
enlighten the darkness by the light of His example, and to order things so that all
shall redound to His eternal glory and their eternal welfare.

Moreover, He condescends to serve His pilgrims by acting as their Guard,
"The God of Israel will be your rereward". He who goes before also goes
behind, to preserve from the dangers and foes that ever follow in our track. He
can shield from the consequences of past follies and sins, which perpetually dog
our footsteps, and would bring us to nought, were it not for His grace which
protects from harm on every side.

The margin renders it, ''He will gather you up". Therefore He goes behind the
flocks to gather the lambs in His arms, and to place on His shoulders the sickly
sheep, who seem often left behind to perish. What a blessed service is this,
whereby He performs His word in Isaiah 46:4.

Another thing He does, as the Servant of the Church, iS to cleanse it, that it
may be presented "a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing". This is in fulfilment of the prophecy, "So shall he sprinkle many
nations" (verse l5). By which we learn that the application of a little of the
precious blood of Jesus is sufficient to cleanse from all sin, when applied by
His own power.

Now all these prudent dealings are accompanied with great prosperity, for the
margin informs us that, the word rendered shall "deal prudently", includes the
idea that He shall "prosper". It is a glorious thought, that Jesus shall prosper
as Prophet, Priest and King.

Prosperity may be said to attend the prophet when his predictions are
accomplished. Not one jot nor tittle shall fail of the Saviour's promises or
threatenings. His promises are the predictions by the Prophet of future blessings
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in store for the characters whom they describe; His threatenings are predictions
of future woe for those to whom they apply. All shall come to pass and be
uerified in due time. "His word shall prosper" indeed.

As a Priest, He serves His people most blessedly by interceding for them, and
so6 prosperity in this when the intercession He makes "for the transgressors"
avails in procuring for them "the blespings He demands". "He shall see of the
rravail of his soul and shall be satisfied." "The pleasure of the Lord shall
prosper in his hands."

Now, He shall so prosper in the work He undertook as the Lord's Servant,
rhat the Prophet and Priest shall be crowned King in Zion. This brings us to
the last point -

{. His glorious praise - "He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high"

He shall be exalted in the hearts of His people, and, to this end, every other idol
must be dethroned. Self must fall and be abased, that Jesus may reign and rule.

christ is exarted:;ff:TT:::;:,"",s Husband and her A'in A''

To save from sin and thrall;
Thy Brother much, thy Father more,
Thy Husband most of all."

He is exalted in the Word of God, from Genesis to Revelation. We perceive Him
in the Scriptures as the Sun of Righteousness, shining in the firmament of the
Cospel, from whose brightness all l ight proceeds.

The day is coming when He shall be exalted in His own glorious person before
assembled worlds, in fulfilment of the determinate counsel of the Most High, for
"He shall be great". He who now "has power over all flesh" shall ere long
manifest that power in the bringing of all things into subjection to Himself.
Glorious will be the day when "the Lord's servant" cornes in regal dignity to
take His rightful place as King of kings. Then will the prophecy be fulfilled,
" He shall be extolled, and be very high".

..I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE''
(Hebrews 13:5)

There are five negatives in the Greek to assure Cod's people thit He will never
forsake them. Five times this precious promise is renewed in the Scripture, thai
we might have the stronger consolation, and that we might press and press it
again, till we have gotten all the sweetness out of it. 

Thomas Brooks
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The Risen Christ and
The Things Above

HORATIUS BONAR

"tf-y, then be risen with Christ, seek those things which ore obove"
(Colossians 3:I)

WHAT HAVE CHRIST'S RISEN ONES to do with the vanities or pomps or
pleasures of earth? The world has its own followers, and these things are for
them! But for us who are risen with Christ, there are other things provided.
We have other company, other joys, other hopes. Earth has too long detained
us; heaven is now the home of our souls.

Seek the things that are above! Do we not need the counsel? Are not our eyes
ever turning downwards? Are we not, like Lot's wife, too often looking back,
remembering that Sodom out of which we have been taken? And what attrac-
tion do we find there, so fascinating, so irresistible, that we experience such
difficulty in looking upwards? Is the bleak desert fairer than the blue starry
heavens? Is the society of the world better than the companionship of angels and
saints, nay, of God and Christ and the eternal Comforter? Strange that we
should need a commond to do what seems so natural, so unavoidable, so
blessed! Yet we do require the command, and that, not once in a lifetime when
some sore temptation besets us, but each day and hour!

Seek the things that are above! Heaven and the things of heaven; God and
Christ and the angels and the saints, the kingdom, the city, the glory, the
crown - these are all above, and these are our treasures; why then should we still
cling to earth and mind the things below?

"Love not the world," for if we love this world we cannot love the world to
come; if we love the world, we cannot love the Father; if we love the world, we
cannot seek the things above. The friendship of the world is enmity with God
and therefore companionship with the things of the world cannot fail to hinder
us from setting our affection on the things above. There must be no compro-
mise, no lingering, no half-heartedness. All must be decided, for what can be
more expressive of decision and unwavering consistency than the idea of our
being actually risen men? This sets aside all vain'excuses, all idle pleas for
mingling with the world. Either you are risen, or you are not risen. If you are not
risen, then, of course, there can be no appeal of this kind to the conscience at all.
Go on in your worldliness, fling yourselves headlong into the torrent of earth's
vanities, but know that the end of these things is death ! But if you are risen then
there is an end of all debate. The point is settled. You cannot take part with
the world in its follies and gaities and sins. What! risen with Christ and yet a
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rorldling? Impossible! Risen with Christ, yet singing its idle songs, hurrying
through its mazy dances, partaking in its mirth and revelry? Impossible! If you
bc risen with Christ there is no alternative; you must seek the things above.

The apostle evidently takes this for granted; that there is no alternative in such
. qcse. The unrisen may seek the things below, but the risenmust seek the things
above. The unrisen may linger amid the vanities of earth, but the risen must set
rheir affection on the things of heaven.

The things that are above are those on which our eye, our heart, our hopes are
resring; we are seated with Christ in heavenly places, and hence our delight in the
rhings connected with these heavenly places; "We are come unto Mount Sion,
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the
t-rrsrborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new
col'enant". And, having come to these, we are conversant with these, we live
amongst these; we realise these more truly than the things around which we hear
and see and handle. These are the scenes and sights and sounds that occupy our
souls. We have ceased to be citizens of earth's polluted cities; we are citizens of
rhe New Jerusalem which cometh down out of heaven from God. We have
ceased to be inhabitants of earth; we have become the inhabitants of heaven.
\\'e have ceased to call anything on earth our own, for we are heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Christ, so that oll things are our heritage; as it is written, "He

rhat overcometh shall inherit all things". We have a home, but not in the palaces
or haunts of the world; "a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens".

The things that are above are the real and the enduring,' therefore we seek
them, for all below is shadowy and transient; passing away like the morning
cloud. The things that are above are the things congenial to our risen natures,
therefore we seek them. All other things are repulsive, not attractive, because
unsuitable and uncongenial; they have nothing in common with us, nor we with
them. The things that are above are the satisfying and gladdening, and therefore
we seek them. Nothing here can fill us, nor impart one hgur's real enjoyment.
But the things above both fill and gladden; we feel, even in the anticipation of
them, far more of rest and peace diffusing themselves through our souls than in
the full possession of what the world calls joy. The things that are above are the
infinite and eternal. All else are narrow and limited; they have at the most but a
life-time's duration - no more. But the things above have no limit either as to
space or time. All connected with them is illimitable, so that we can look forward
to an enjoyment of them which fades not, and changes not, and shall never end.
Of this we have the earnest already, and the reolity will not be long behind. It
only awaits the coming of Him who is to shake the things that can be shaken, in
order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

The things that are above are thus those round which all our hopes and joys

are daily gathering. They are our portion, our heritage, our treasure. What have
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we upon earth to compare with them, or to desire beside them? Day by day they
are gathering more of our hopes and joys. One by one the affections of earth are
loosening from the things of earth and fastening themselves to the kingdom that
is to come. One by one the objects of endearment here are detached from us and
pass upwards, becoming part of the things above. We begin to feel as if heaven
contained far more of our heart's affections than earth, and as if the command
to seek the things above were becoming easier and more natural, seeing we have
so many fewer objects now to love on earth, so many more to love in heaven.
And as flower after flower is transplanted from the wilderness below to the
paradise above, we feel as if that paradise were assuming more and more truly
the aspect of our real and proper home, the home of our kindred, and the home
of our hearts, the home into which no foe shall enter and out of which no friend
departeth; the home where the shadow never falls, but where the sunshine ever
rests; where the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall lead us to living
fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes.

Comfort in Bereavement
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

IN RECENT MONTHS several of our friends, and we ourselves, have been
bereaved of loved ones.

Death visits all our homes at some time, and in the depths of our hearts we
ponder what the experience means to the dear one who has entered into the
Lord's presence, and what it means for us who are left to mourn.

It is only in Scripture that we can find the help, light and comfort which we
need. It is only as we are enabled to rest upon the Word of God that we can be
truly comforted and sustained for days ahead.

Psalm 116:15: "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints."
Revelation l4zl3: "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."
The time and place of the believer's death is in the Lord's hand. The passing

into eternity of His blood-bought children is precious to Him, and very great
blessedness for them.

But what is death to the believer? Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ.
John 14:2-3: "I go to prepare a place for you. . . . I will come again, and

receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
To be with Him, who can measure the joy of that?
But what are these dear ones doing in the land of light? I have found the

following extract from Miss Amy Carmichael's book, Hk Thoughts Said - His
Father Said, so helpful:
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"His Father said, He is walking in the Land of the Living.
He is singing in the Courts of My House.
He is serving in fulness of joy, and rejoicing in fulness of strength.
He is serving without the distraction of the flesh in the freedom of the
beauty of holiness.
He has seen Him whom his soul loveth. He is satisfied.

Take comfort from this: all the pain is on thy side, all the joy is on His. He
will never feel the pang that rendeth thee.
And then like great music came these words:

Neither can they die any more:
For they are equal unto the angels;
And are the Children of God,
Being the Children of the Resurrection."

And we who remain, what of us?
2 Corinthians 1:3-4: "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort' ' (the God who comes
dongside to help).

Psalm 6E:5: "A father of the fatherless, and a judge (defender) of the widows,
is God in his holy habitation."

My mother was a widow for 56 years and I saw her live in the light of these
rruths from my infancy until her death. Her testimony was, "He is faithful that
promised". So we may find it too.

"They are not lost to you that are laid up in Christ's treasury in heaven.
At the resurrection ye shall meet with them: there they are sent before but
not sent away. Your Lord loveth you, who is homely to take and give,
borrow and lend." Samuel Rutherford

Read I Thessalonians 4:13-18. What wonderful words. How precious to our
hearts and minds. The Lord Himself shall come, and we shall gather home to
Him for ever.

t t o u r G o d . . . i s A b l e t t
Daniel3:17

AS NEBUCHADNEZZAR GREW GREAT, he grew proud.i He set up a
massive golden idol some ninety feet in height, and this was his pride and joy. He
then issued an order that everyone, without exception, was to fall down and
worship before it. There were three who dared to defy the king's command -

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. At all costs they were determined to stand
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firm, they were resolved to bp faithful to their God. They realised that they were
standing in a higher presence than that of the king. They had unwavering faith
in the omnipotent hand of God. They told the king plainly that God was able
to deliver them out of his hand - "Our God . . . is able". Here is fortitude
and gallantry.

1. A relationship claimed
"Our God." They did not serve a remote deity, but One in whom they had
placed their confidence and who had been pleased to reveal Himself to them.
Religion never becomes vital until it becomes personal.

It is a great thing to be able to call God our own, and say "God is our refuge
and strength", or "The Lord is my shepherd".

The three Hebrews knew God for themselves, they belonged to Him and were
assured that He would undertake for them. "Whom we serve" - their faith was
not just a matter of words, it resulted in their giving up themselves to His service.
There are many who cry to God in time of trouble who are utterly indifferent
to Him at other times.

2. A confidence asserted

They affirmed without hesitation that their God was able to deliver them. They
did not say that He would deliver; they knew that He could and that if it were best
He would do so. They were quite convinced of God's ability.

They knew exactly what had been threatened by the king and his ability to
carry it out; but their faith was in One mightier than the king. They were not
prepared for deliverance at the price of a trampled conscience.

In the end deliverance was not granted. They were thrown to the flames - but
they were not alone. The Lord was with them, just as He is always with His
people in the hour of need (see verse 25). God never calls us to face the trials
of life alone.

. . O U R G O D . . . I S A B L E ' '

This is one of the key thoughts of the Book of Daniel. God is revealed as
sovereign in the lives of men and of nations. God is all-powerful, and He always
has the last word. "The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men" (4:25). He has
the whole world in His hand: He cannot be thwarted, and none can hinder Him;
He is unrivalled in majesty and unlimited in power. God can always find a way,
He is never handicapped in His own world.

We need to realise that what is impossible to man is to God an easy thing. We
are so often creatures of circumstances; we should not dwell on the difficulties
that confront us, but lift our sights higher.
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Orr God is able to answer prayer. The Book of Daniel is full of illustrations of
rhat prayer can do, and of God's willingness to hear and answer the prayers of
Hs people. The secret of Daniel's life is found in his praying. He held high office
ud responsibility, but drew strength from his prayers. God says: "Call unto me,
ud I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou
t.no$est not" (Jeremiah 33:3).

(hrr God is able to sustain His people. Daniel's long life was not without the
!(xt severe testings and trials, but he was sustained through them all. The Lord
rr er promises immunity from troubles, but sustains us through them all. "He is
able to make all grace abound toward you" (2 Corinthians 9:8). Note the
generosity of the divine provision - He gives more than enough.

Our God is able to do exceeding abundantly (Ephesians 3:20). He is
omnipotent and knows no limitation. We need constantly to remind ourselves
rhat with God all things are possible. We should encourage our faith by
considering His all-sufficiency and almighty power. We have to do with One
* ho is able to supply our every need. His resources are without limit.

. . O U R G O D . . . I S A B L E ' '

Here is a word to humble us. "Is there anything too hard for me?" is God's own
:hallenge. There is no difficulty too great for Him to overcome, no cloud He
cannot lift; no need He cannot supply.

Here is a word to encourage us. The apostle Paul could say without boasting,
"l can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Philippians 4:13).
\o situation can be too baffling, trying or exacting. Through Christ we can be
master of them all.

Here is a word to chollenge us. God is saying "prove me now herewith". Bring
l'our problems to Him, spread your needs before Him, count on His sufficiency
andbounty M.H.

The Believer's Confidence
F.  J .  HARRIS (Chel tenham)

"The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shloll I fear? the Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afroid" (Psalm 27:I)

MARTIN LUTHER ONCE SAID: "The heart of true religion lies in personal
pronouns." Do we not see that truth in the above verse? - "The Lord ismylight
and my salvation. " True religion is not a matter of external acts or of forms and
ceremonies. It is firstly a restored relationship with a gracious God. All mankind
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are by nature estranged from God, all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God, all are by nature children of wrath, all are far off from God, unclean in His
sight, enemies, strangers, without strength and guilty.

But through the everlasting love of God, all believers are renewed, reconciled
and restored. Such mighty blessings flow to them through the free and sovereign
grace of Cod. That grace lay hid from all eternity in God's secret purposes, but it
was secured and made sure to all who would one day find a part in it, by an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure. In due time Christ, the
Mediator of the covenant, became man and as man's representative and
substitute both fulfilled the law, thereby meriting eternal life, and suffered its
penalty, thereby making atonement for their sins. Thus God, for the sake of,
and through the merits of, Christ the Substitute, justly bestows eternal life on
those for whom that Substitute merited it. He also forgives their sins for whose
sake the Substitute suffered. In due time the blessed Spirit of God revealed these
amazing truths to the hearts of believers, first convicting them of sin and then
revealing Christ through the Gospel and creating faith in Him.

So the children of wrath become the objects of God's love, those far off are
brought near, the unclean are cleansed, the enemies are made friends, the guilty
are pardoned and those who were not a people become the people of God.

It is instructive to note the order in which David expresses himself - the Lord
is my light and my salvation. In the work of creation we read first of darkness,
then of the activity of the Spirit of God, then of light. When God does His great
work of salvation, of new creation in the souls of men, He is described as
imparting light - "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6).

We need light to see ourselves or we shall never realise our need of God's
grace. We need light to see in the Lord Jesus God's gracious provision for our
every need. The Gospel finds us in darkness, but it does not leave us there.
It brings understanding "through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the
dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness"
(Luke l:78f.). Paul's commission on the Damascus Road was to go to the
Gentiles, "to turn them from darkness to light" (Acts 26: l8). It is the experience
of all believers that "God hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son" (Colossians l: l3). Similarly
Peter describes believers as those who have been called "out of darkness into his
marvellous light" (l Peter 2:9). "We were sometime3 darkness, but now are we
light in the Lord" (Ephesians 5:8). How glorious this is - "wewere once . . . we
are now". Like David we can say, "The Lord is my light and my salvation".

What blessed and holy confidence this gives us. Do we fear the dark and
unknown future? No! The Lord is our light. Do we fear thethought of death and
judgment? No! The Lord is our salvation. Do we tremble on account of our
weakness and folly in the face of trials and pressures? No! "Whom shall I
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fc,ar?" says David; "The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I
t e afraid?"

lf we are the happy possessors of such glorious mercies, if we have a blessed
lssurance that the great God of heaven is our God and Father and that we
unnorthy sinners are His adopted and loved children, then what should our
response be for such wonderful grace? Isaac Watts answers in his immortal words:

"Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all."

And where shall we best express our love and gratitude; where best shall we
praise and magnify such a great God? Is it not in the place that He has appointed
for His people to assemble? Is it not written, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
me"? Is it not a great joy, as well as a great privilege, to be able to go up to the
house of God and in the way that He has revealed bring our worship to Him?

That was certainly the way in which David responded. He goes on to say in
rhat 27th psalm: "One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after;
rhat I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold
rhe beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. . . . I will offer in his
rabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord"
tPsalm 27:4 and 6).

The world celebrates in its palaces, its banqueting halls, its sports arenas and
irs concert halls. The child of God rejoices in the house of God. Nearly 300 years
ago a certain Daniel Wilcox said:

"O my soul, what sights have I seen in the house of God! what provisions
have I tasted! what enlargements in prayer and answers thereto! what
impressions under His Word, what entertainment at His table, as He has
sometimes brought me into His banqueting house and His banner over me
has been love. What I have found I cannot but remember with thankfulness
and desire more. And as all this was in the house of God, here would I stil l
desire to dwell."

The place to express our gratitude to God for His ,ou.r.ign mercies is the place
of public worship. The way to appreciate them more is to use every opportunity
ro profit by the means of grace. May we, as often as we enter the sanctuary,
lift up our hearts in thankfulness to the God who is our light and our salvation;
may we ever come to offer in His tabernacle the sacrifices of joy. Let us never
forget that it is written, "The Lord loveth the gatesbf Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob" (Psalm 87:2). r

When we go to God by prayer the devil knows we go to fetch strength against
him, and therefore he opposeth us all he can. Richard Sibbes

65
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I Love the Lord's Day
ROBERT MUR RAY M'CHEYNE (1813_1843)

AS A SERVANT OF GOD in this dark and cloudy day, I feel constrained to lift
up my voice in behalf of the entire sanctification of the Lord's Day. The daring
attacks that are now made call loudly for the calm, deliberate testimony of all
faithful ministers and private Christians in behalf of God's holy day. In the
name of all God's people in this town and in this land, I commend to your
dispassionate consideration the following reasons why we love the Lord's Day.

1. BECAUSE M IS THE LORD'S DAY
"This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it"
(Psalm ll8:24). "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day" (Revelation l:10). It is
His, by example. It is the day on which He rested from His amazing work of
redemption. Just as God rested on the seventh day from all His works,
wherefore God blessed the Sabbath Day, and hallowed it; so the Lord Jesus
rested on this day from all His agony, and pain, and humiliation. "There

remaineth therefore the keeping of a Sabbath to the people of God" (Hebrews
4:9). The Lord's Day is His property, just as the Lord's Supper is the supper
belonging to Christ. It is His table. He is the bread. He is the wine. He invites the
guests. He fills them with joy and with the Holy Ghost. So it is with the I ord's
Day. All days of the year are Christ's, but He hath marked out one in seven as
peculiarly His own. "He hath made it," or marked it out. Just as He planted a
garden in Eden, so He hath fenced about this day and made it His own.

This is the reason why we love it, and would keep it entire. We love everything
that is Christ's. We love His Word.It is better to us than thousands of gold and
silver. "O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day." We love Ffts
house. It is our trysting-place with Christ, where He'meets with us and
communes with us from off the mercy seat. We love Ffts table. lt is His
banqueting house, where His banner over us is love - where He looses our
bonds, and anoints our eyes, and makes our hearts burn with holy joy. We love
His people, because they are His, members of His body, washed in His blood,
filled with His Spirit, our brothers and sisters for eternity. And we love the
Lord's Day, because it is His. Every hour of it is dear to us - sweeter than
honey, more precious than gold. It is the day He rose for our justification.
It reminds us of His love, and His finished work, and His rest. And we may
boldly say that that man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ who does not love
the entire Lord's Day.

O Sabbath-breaker, whoever you be, you are a sacrilegious robber! When you
steal the hours of the Lord's Day for busihess or for pleasure, you are robbing
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Orrist of the precious hours which He claims as His own. Surely we may well say,
in rhe words of Dr. Love, that eminent servant of Christ, now gone to the
Sabbath above: "Cursed is that gain, cursed is that recreation, cursed is that
rcalth, which is gained by criminal encroachments on this sacred day."

:. BECAUSE IT IS A RELIC OF PARADISE AND TYPE OF HEAVEN

The first Sabbath dawned on the bowers of a sinless paradise. When Adam was
created in the image of his Maker, he was put into the garden to dress it and to
keep it. No doubt this called forth all his energies. To train the luxuriant vine, to
gather the fruit of the fig tree and palm, to conduct the water to the fruit trees
and flowers, required all his time and all his skill. Man was never made to be idle.
Srill when the Sabbath Day came round, his rural implements were all laid aside;
rhe garden no longer was his care. His calm, pure mind looked beyond things
seen into the world of eternal realities. He walked with God in the garden,
seeking deeper knowledge of Jehovah and His ways, his heart burning more and
more with holy love, and his lips overflowing with seraphic praise. Even in
paradise man needed a Sabboth. Without it Eden itself would have been
incomplete. How little they know the joys of Eden, the delight of a close and
holy walk with God, who would wrest from us this relic of a sinless world!

It is also the type of heaven. When a believer lays aside his pen or loom,
brushes aside his worldly cares, leaving them behind him with his week-day
.'lothes, and comes up to the house of God, it is like the morning of the resurrec-
rion, the day when we shall come out of great tribulation into the presence of
God and the Lamb. When he sits under the preached word, and hears the voice
of the shepherd leading and feeding his soul, it reminds him of the day when the
Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall feed him and lead him to living
iountains of waters. When he joins in the psalm of praise, it reminds him of the
dav when his hands sha' 

:::::Hffi l,l,".l 0.."n "0,
And Sabbaths have no end."

When he retires, and meets with God in secret in his closet, or, like Isaac, in
some favourite spot near his dwelling, it reminds him of the day when "he shall
be a pillar in the house of our God, and go no more out".

This is the reason why we love the Lord's Day. This is the reason why we "call

the Sabbath a delight". A well-spent Sabbath we feel to be a day of heaven upon
earth. For this reason we wish our Sabbaths to be wholly given to God. We love
to spend the whole time in the public and private exercises of God's worship,
except so much as is taken up in the works of necessity and mercy. We love to rise
early on that morning, and to sit up late, that we may have a long day with God.

How many may know from this that they will never be in heaven! A straw
on the surface can tell which way the stream is flowing. Do you abhor a holy
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Sabbath? Is it a kind of hell to you to be with those who are strict in keeping the
Lord's Day? The writer of these lines once felt as you do. You are restless and
uneasy. You say, "Behold what a weariness is it!". "When will the Sabbath be
gone, that we may sell corn?" Ah! soon, very soon, and you will be in hell.
Hell is the only place for you. Heaven is one long, never-ending, holy Sabbath
Day. There are no Sabbaths in hell.

3. BECAUSE IT IS A DAY OF BLESSINGS

When God instituted the Sabbath in paradise, it is said, "God blessed the Sabbath
day and sanctified it". He not only set it apart as a sacred day, but made it a day of
blessing. Again, when the Lord Jesus rose from thedead on the first dayof theweek
before dawn, Herevealed Himself the same dayto two disciplesgoingto Emmaus,
and made their hearts burn within them. The same evening He came and stood in
the midst of the disciples, and said, "Peace be unto you"; and He breathed on
them and said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost". Again, after eight days-thatis, the
next Lord's day - Jesus came and stood in the midst, and revealed Himself with
unspeakable grace to unbelieving Thomas. It was on the Lord's Day also that the
Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost (Acts 2:l;compare Leviticus 23:15-16).
That beginning of all spiritual blessings, that first revival of the Christian Church,
was on the Lord's Day. It was on the same day that the beloved John, an exile on
the sea-girt isle of Patmos, far away from the assembly of the saints, was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and received his heavenly revelation.

So that in all ages, from the beginning of the world, and in every place where
there is a believer, the Sabbath has been a day of double blessing. It is so still, and
will be, though all God's enemies should gnash their teeth at it. True, God is a
God of free grace, and confines His working to no time or place; but it is equally
true, and all the scoffs of the infidel cannot alter it, that it pleases Him to bless
His Word most on the Lord's Day. All God's faithful ministers in every land can
bear witness that sinners are converted most frequently on the Lord's Day -
that Jesus comes in and shows Himself through the lattice of ordinances oftenest
on His own day. Saints, like John, are filled with the Spirit on the Lord's Day,
and enjoy their calmest, deepest views into the eternal world.

Unhappy men, who are striving to rob us of this day of double blessing, "ye

know not what you do". You would wrest from our dear countrymen the day
when God opens the windows of heaven and pours down a blessing.

To those who are God's children in this land, I'would now, in the name
of our common Saviour, who is the Lord of the Sabbath day, address a word
of exhortation.

(a) Prize the Lord's Day
The more that others despise and tramble on it, love you it all the more. The
louder the storm of blasphemy howls around you, sit the closer at the feet of



The Gospel Magazine 69

t6us. "He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet." Diligently
improve all holy time. It should be the busiest day of the seven; but only in the
:usiness of eternity. Avoid sin on that holy day. God's children should avoid sin
ctery day, but most of all on the Lord's Day. It is a day of double cursing as well
as of double blessing. The world will have to answer dreadfully for sins
.-ommitted in holy time. Spend the Lord's Day in the Lord's presence. Spend it
es a day in heaven. Spend much of it in praise and in works of mercy, as Jesus did.

(b) Defend the Lord's Day

Lift up a calm, undaunted testimony against all the profanations of the Lord's
Da1'. Use all your influence, whether as a statesman, a magistrate, a master, a
iather or a friend, both publicly and privately, to defend the entire Lord's Day.
This duty is laid upon you in the Fourth Commandment.

Guilty men! who, under Satan, are leading on the deep, dark phalanx of
9bbath-breakers, yours is a solemn position. You are robbers. You rob God of
His holy day. You are murderers. You murder the souls of your servants. God
.aid, "Thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy servant"; but you compel your
rervants to break God's law, and to sell their souls for gain. You are sinners
against light. Your Bible and the loud remonstrances of God-fearing men are
ringing in your ears, while you perpetrate this deed of shame, and glory in it.
\bu are traitors to your country. The law of your country declares that you
should "observe a holy rest all that day from your own words, works, and
rhoughts"; and yet you scout it as an antiquated superstitution. Was it not
Sabbath-breaking that made God cast away Israel? And yet you would bring the
\ame curse on us now. You are moral suicides, stabbing your own souls,
proclaiming to the world that you are not the Lord's people, and hurrying on
1'our souls to meet the Sabbath-breaker's doom.

In conclusion, I propose, for the calm consideration of all sober-minded men,
the following serious questions.

( I ) Can you name one godly minister who does not hold the duty of the entire
sanctification of the Lord's Day?

(2) Did you ever meet with a lively believer in any country under heaven -
one who loved Christ, and lived a holy life - who did not delight in keeping holy
to God the entire Lord's Day?

(3) Is it wise to take the interpretation of God's will concerning the Lord's
Day from "men of the world", from infidels, scoffers, men of unholy lives,
men who are sand-blind in all divine things, men who are the enemies of all
righteousness, who quote Scripture freely, as Satan did, to deceive and betray?

(4) If, in opposition to the uniform testimony of God's wisest and holiest
servants - against the plain warnings of God's Word - you join the ranks of
the Sabbath-breakers, will not this be a sin ogoinst light, will it not lie heavy on
your soul upon your death-bed, will it not meet you in the judgment day?
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Praying that these words of truth and soberness may be owned of God,
and carried home to your hearts with divine power - I remain, dear fellow-
countrymen, your soul's well wisher.

SCRIPTURES TO BE MEDITATED ON

(1) Sabbath commanded - Exodus 16:22-30,20:8-ll, 35:l-3; Leviticus
l9:3-30; Deuteronomy 5:12-15:' Nehemiah 9:14.

(2) A sign of God's people - Exodus 3l:12-17;2 Kings 4:23;F,zekiel20:12;
Lamentations l:7; Hebrews 4:9.

(3) Sabbath-breaking punished - Numbers 15:32-36; Leviticus 26:33-35;
2 Chronicles 36:21; Jeremiah l7:19-end; Lamentations 2:6; Ezekiel 20:12-26;
Amos 8:4-14.

(4) Day of blessing - Genesis 2:2-3; Exodus 16:23; Leviticus 24:8; Numbers
28:9-10: Isaiah 56:l-8, 58:13-14; John 20:1, 19, 261, Acts 2:l with Leviticus
23:15; Revelation I : 10.

(5) Rulers should guard the Sabbath - Exodus 20:10; Nehemiah 13:15-22.

(6) Sabbath in Gospel times - Psalm ll8:24; Isaiah 66:23; Ezekiel46:l; Mark
2:27-28; Acts 2:1, 20:6-7: I Corinthians l6:2; Revelation l:10.

Book Reviews

The Cross Where all Roads Meet. Cesar Malan. Evangelical Press. pp. 112.
t3.95.
Malan was a pastor in Geneva early in the last century,'whose influence still
remains, in his books, and his French hymns.

Near St. Laurent, on one of the most beautiful peaks of the Jura, stands an
old cross. This book is based on how Malan observed an old gentleman take off
his hat and bow before the cross. Malan spoke with him and led him from
veneration of the outward form of the cross to faith in the Saviour who died
on the cross.

This, together with "A letter to a friend" on the promises of God, and "An

anecdote from lreland", form an excellent example of how to counsel those
seeking salvation. It makes a very readable present with good format and good
sized print, above all a testimony to the grace of God in the free salvation
purchased bythe blood of the cross. W.J.p.
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The Glory of Christ.John Owen. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 178. f2.g5.

This book is one of a series abridged by the Rev. R. J. K. Law and made easy to
read. John Owen was one of the most learned and respected of the Puritans in
the lTth century. He said of this book: "That which I intend to show is, that
beholding the glory of Christ is one of the greatest privileges that believers are
.:apable of in this world. It is by beholding the glory of Christ that believers are
first gradually transformed into His image, and then brought into the eternal
cnjoyment of it, because they shall be for ever like Him, for 'they shall see him as
he is'. " Scripture shows us two ways by which we may behold the glory of Christ.
\\'e may behold it by faith in this world, faith being "the evidence of things not
s€en", and we may behold it by sight in the next.

\\e must discern between these two experiences. To see Christ face to face by
sieht is to see Him in all His splendour. But to see Him by faith is to see Him
:: .rugh a glass darkly. Our faith is weak and we see His glory piecemeal, as we
take in so much at a time. This depends upon our use of the means of grace in
prayer, Bible reading, and our obedience to the commands of Christ.

This book aims to increase our faith, and our understanding of ourselves
in our weakness, and of the rich provisisps of Christ for those who drink of
rhe Waterof Life. W.J.p.

.4live in Christ. Stuart Otyott. Evangelical Press. pp.142. f5.95.
This is the latest volume in the Welwyn Commentaries, aimed to explain the
Bible simply for everyman. The first chapter is "Why study Ephesians?" and
gives a review! - because it is by Paul, the apostle; because it is his address to the
faithful; because of the spirit in which it comes, "Grace be unto you and peace
from God"; because of what it is about, "Every spiritual blessing in Christ";
because this epistle tells us of the full salvation in Christ, and how we may find
and enjoy it for ourselves and our family.

The author has had pastoral experience in Switzerland as well as in England,
and has also written on Daniel, and Ecclesiastes with the Song of Solomon, in
this series. Use it as a thoughtful tract for adults and teenagers. W.J.p.

John G. Paton - Autobiography. The Banner of Truth Trusr. f10.95.
The publishers have produced an excellent reprint of this vivid story of a
missionary to the New Hebrides. Born in DumfrieS-shire, John G. Paton had
godly parents and valued greatly the earnest prayers of his father.

Early in life he came to Glasgow and was engaged by the City Mission for
service in one of their east-end centres of evangelistic and social work which
proved to be a good training ground for the rigorous activities he was to
experierice amongst the natives of the South Sea Islands, named New Hebrides
by Captain Cook.
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Few missionaries could have met greater opposition to the message of the
Gospel. Grief in the loss of a wife and child soon after arriving on the field, the
savagery of the natives, the unkind climatic conditions, the problems of
language, shortage of food and water - none of these daunted this intrepid
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was most practical, wise and tactful in his
approach to the people of the two islands in which he was particularly interested.
He had a retentive memory and has portrayed vividly the trials and triumphs
of the Gospel.

In later chapters John Paton relates his phenomenal travels in Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and America, Great Britain and Ireland, to make known the
work of the Mission in which he gave unstinted service. Through his self-
sacrificing endeavours, freely given, recruits were sent forth and funds raised to
build two ships to transport goods and people from Australia.

The book is well indexed, has a preface by his brother, is set in good type, and
is a commendable 1994 edition. J.C.
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